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THE POLICE GAZETTE1 
Les Waters 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
Divisional Police Headquarters 
Parkside, Cambridge 

(Les Waters has since retired) 

Part 1: Issues for 1866-1878, 1882-1897 and 1899-1900 from the Cambridgeshire 
Police Archive 

A Short History of the Police 

Whilst some form of policing can be traced back to Saxon and Norman periods it is 
important to realize that organised policing as we know it in the form of the “new 
police” dates back only 1829 and the formation of the Metropolitan Police. (1) 

It is not the intention to give here a details history of policing. This is 
comprehensively covered elsewhere and the reader is referred in the first instance to 
the History of Policing in England Wales by T A Critchley, and for greater detail to 
the History of the English Criminal Law by Sir Leon Radzinowicz. The subject 
cannot be ignored completely, however, and the following is put forward as a list of 
significant dates and phases in the development of policing in England and Wales to 
give some practical assistance to those unfamiliar with this topic. 

Pre-1829 – The Parochial System and “The Old Police” 

As set out above it is possible to trace a form of policing back to pre-Conquest times. 
The Anglo Saxon idea of “Frankpledge” was a joining together of the community 
with all its members bound by social obligation to keep the peace. From this 
developed the idea of the Tytheingman and the Hundred Man being responsible for 
ensuring that the system worked. The system was stiffened by the Normans whose 
Sheriffs were required to hold special courts known as the “view of frankpledge” at 
which the Tytheingman presented to the court details of crimes committed and other 
matters and were required to produce wrongdoers. If that was not possible fines 
would be levied against the whole community. Eventually the post of Tytheingman 
became that of the Parish Constable. By the 13th Century this post had emerged as an 
unpaid office served in turn by members of the community. The post holder still had 
to make presentments to the Manorial Court or Court Leet but also had powers and 
responsibilities to keep the peace and pursue wrong doers with the raising of “hue and 
cry”. No uniform went with the post but a staff of office was usually passed to each 
person who served in his turn. (2) 

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
1	
  http://www.ampltd.co.uk/digital_guides/p.aspx 

	
  



Robert	
  Bartlett	
   938@938.me.uk	
   January	
  2015	
  
	
  

	
   2	
  

The Parish Constable was to some extent a subordinate officer to the Justice of the 
Peace under whose direction he would have normally worked. 

The post of Parish Constable was not popular. It was unpaid and took the holder away 
from his normal work. In some places the responsibilities of the post were onerous. 
Failure or refusal to serve was punishable by fine. Some paid the fine to avoid the 
post but in many places the practice of appointment of a paid deputy was more 
attractive. By the 16th Century such practice was common, often the same substitute 
serving for some years. The cheapest substitutes were those who could, through age 
or infirmity, find no other work and it is not difficult to see how the post of Constable 
often fell into disrepute. 

In the towns the Constable was responsible for setting the watch. Watchmen also 
originally served on a rota basis, keeping watch by night for felons and strangers. 
Eventually in some incorporated boroughs it became the practice for the Corporation 
to pay the Watch. In some places powers to do this came from 18th or 19th Century 
local Improvement Acts which variously included paving, lighting and watching 
powers. 

In the Metropolis in addition to the Watch and the appointment of Parish Constables 
there were some advances in policing made during the 18th Century mainly centred 
on Bow Street. There the Fielding Brothers held their courts. (3) They were honest 
Magistrates in a profession where many “trading justices” made their fortune from the 
misapplication of the criminal law. The Fieldings introduced a new force, a small 
number of paid constables, known as the “Bow Street Runners”, who could be 
directed by the Magistrates to go anywhere in the country to investigate reported 
crime. Also the Fieldings introduced printed circulars on crime and wanted persons, 
which were distributed throughout the country as a precursor to the Police 
Gazette. (4) In addition some successful experiments were made with uniformed 
mounted patrols to deter highwaymen. 

The model of a handful of loyal plain clothed officers attached to a police office 
serviced and controlled by a small number of Magistrates was taken up in the 
Middlesex Justices Act 1792, which created seven additional Magistrates’ offices in 
London. (5) 

Alas, virtually no records appear to have survived from this fascinating period of 
police history. The Bow Street Police Office itself was sacked during the Gordon 
Riots and the records were burnt. Something of the flavour of the work of these 
interesting characters can be gleaned from Percy Fitzgerald’s Chronicles of Bow 
Street Police Office (1888) and Henry Goddard’s Memoirs of a Bow Street 
Runner (1956). 

Another development in London at the end of the 18th Century was the introduction 
in 1798 of a Marine Police. This service owed a great deal to the ideas of Patrick 
Colquhoun, one of the Middlesex Justices. Initially the West Indian merchants to 
prevent thefts funded the service. In 1800 however the organisation was put under the 
Thames Police Office, a further example of the Bow Street model under the 1792 Act. 
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During the early years of the 19th Century various experimental mounted, un-
mounted, day and night patrols operated at different times from Bow Street while the 
politicians wrestled with the problems of reconciling English freedom and the need to 
control crime and public order by effective policing. 

Other police related organisations, which emerged in the 18th Century were the many 
local “Associations for the Prosecution of Felons”. There were hundreds of these in 
existence in different locations. They were essentially local associations of 
householders or landowners who paid a subscription to a fund, which was used to 
assist any members who became the victims of crime. The association would usually 
advertise a reward following an offence committed against a member and would also 
pay the fees of a Bow Street Runner or a thieftaker together with prosecution 
expenses in certain cases. 

Associations sometimes employed “policemen” to patrol the streets whilst some 
Associations were general in their application while others were specifically formed 
to deal with certain types of crime, such as poaching or horse stealing. Detailed 
records of many of these Associations survive in County Record Offices. The records 
often include membership lists as well as details of crimes committed against 
members. Many Associations continued in existence until the second half of the 19th 
Century and a handful still exist – now operating as dining clubs. (6) 

Another feature of this period was the professional thieftaker who carried out a very 
specific role in tracing and arresting offenders either for a fee or for a reward, upon 
conviction, paid by the Government, the loser or a local Association. Little has been 
written about thieftakers generally although a great deal has been written about some 
of the most infamous of the breed such as Jonathan Wilde, the self-styled “Thieftaker 
General”. (7) There are no specific records relating to thieftakers but an occasional 
mention of individuals can sometimes be found in contemporary newspaper reports of 
crime or trials in the 18th and early 19th centuries. 

1829 – The Dawn of “The New Police” 

After many previous attempts to modernise the largely inadequate policing 
arrangements of the London area, Sir Robert Peel formed the Metropolitan Police. 
The Metropolitan Police Act became law on 19th July 1829 and the first two 
Commissioners were Sir Charles Rowan and Richard Mayne. These two tireless 
individuals built up the force from nothing to a large and well-organised body in a 
matter of mere months. (8) The more senior officers of the Force, Superintendents, 
Inspectors and Sergeants, were in the main appointed from persons with experience as 
N.C.O.s or Warrant Officers in the army and navy. For most of the 19th Century the 
bulk of the Constables recruited to the Metropolitan Police originated from outside 
London, many in fact being agricultural labourers. A fascinating account of the way 
in which the Metropolitan Police was first organised can be found in the early 
chapters of David Ascoli’s The Queen’s Peace. 

1833 – Lighting and Watching Police 

In this year the Municipal Corporations Commissioners toured the country examining 
the state of affairs one local government in the incorporated boroughs. One subject 
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examined was the state of policing in each borough. The evidence given before the 
Commissioners was often reported verbatim in local newspapers and this, together 
with the Commissioners’ Reports, can shed some light on the state of policing or 
watching in the 178 boroughs. Although the first modern police date from 1829 there 
were more rudimentary police forces in many towns prior to that date and the 
ubiquitous Parish Constable was to be found everywhere. (see above) 

In 1833 there was a legislative change, which had far reaching effects on local 
policing. The Lighting and Watching Act of that year could be adopted locally by a 
certain number of property owners following a simple procedure of calling a properly 
constituted meeting purpose and appointing Inspectors from their number. They were 
then empowered to levy a rate and, among other things, to appoint policemen. This 
Act was adopted in a great many places, usually where the system of Parochial 
Constables was failing to meet the needs of the community. As the Act only provided 
for local inhabitants to pay for their own policing there must generally have been 
some problem in existence which residents were prepared to pay to solve. 

Some Country Record Offices do have on deposit the accounts and minute books of 
Lighting and Watching Act Inspectors. (9) Occasionally appeal papers can be found 
in Quarter Sessions paper, which individual residents have appealed against the 
requirement to pay a Lighting and Watching Act rate. In some instances these items 
relating to rating appeals may be the only remaining indicating of the existence of 
a Lighting and Watching Act force. If minute books of accounts survive they usually 
contain details of all the ratepayers attending meetings and paying rates. Minute 
books can also be a rich source of material with detailed accounts of appointments, 
indiscretions, achievements and general activities of the appointed full-time and 
temporary supernumerary officers. Occasionally a real gem will survive in the form of 
the daybook of some little force, which will literally contain a daily blow-by-blow 
account of policing in the often barely literate words of the officers of the day. (10) A 
classic recent book on the work of one such Force at Horncastle in Lincolnshire 
is Lawless and Immoral by B J Davey. A researcher interpreted in the Lighting and 
Watching Act Force may strike lucky and find some very valuable material lies 
hidden in the local CRO indexed under “Lighting” or “Watching”. These lighting and 
watching forces usually existed at the parish of small town level and may only have 
employed one or two policemen. 

1836 – The New Borough Police 

In this year the incorporated boroughs (11) were reorganised under the Municipal 
Corporations Act of 1835, which followed the report of the Royal Commission. 
Policing was a function of the new Corporations and new Borough Police Forces were 
established under the supervision of Watch Committees. Many of these forces were 
very small and the Watch Committees exercised a great deal of day-to-day control 
over forces. This level of control is usually reflected in the level of detail in the Watch 
Committee, minutes, which often contain the names of individual officers. 

1839 – The First County Police Act Etc 

In this year the report was published of the so-called “Constabulary Commissioners”. 
This Royal Commission had been appointed in 1836 to review the policing needs of 
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rural areas. One of the three Commissioners was Sir Charles Rowan, by then a very 
experienced Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police. The second Commissioner 
was the reformer Edwin Chadwick. Both were very keen to see a rural constabulary 
following the Metropolitan Police model and the report paints a graphic picture of 
lawlessness in a country, which was simply not equipped to deal in any meaningful 
way with crime in the majority of areas. The Report is strongly recommended to the 
historian who wants to get detailed background material on the state of law and order 
at the time although given the views of two of the three Commissioners some of the 
illustrations in the report may be less typical than the report suggests. The original 
submissions made to Commissioners are in fact available amongst the Home Office 
papers in the Public Record Office at Kew (12) and these contain more detailed local 
information from around the country. (See Appendix A following). 

In 1839 the first County Police Act found its way on to the statue book. The Act was 
permissive and could be adopted where the Justices in Quarter Session decided that 
they should levy a rate and set up a Police Force in a County or part of a County. The 
Act was rushed through Parliament in the face of considerable apprehension 
concerning public disorder involving the Chartist movement. (13) 

Some Counties readily adopted the provisions of this Act immediately while others 
adopted it in the ensuing year. (14) County Record Offices and Local Studies 
Libraries often contain detailed contemporary pamphlets in the relevant cases either 
for or against the adoption of this Act. Where they survive these can be very useful in 
indicating the policing measures in existence at the time and their relative 
effectiveness and cost. 

It is from this period that most of the county police forces date. Many recruits among 
the senior officers came from the Metropolitan Police of from some of the more 
efficient borough forces. Constables were generally recruited locally from the 
labouring classes. 

1856 – Universal County Police At Last 

The County and Borough Police Act of this year finally made it compulsory for all 
counties in England and Wales to establish proper police forces. The Act followed the 
recommendations of the Select Committee On Police of 1853. (15) This report again 
provides a detailed insight into policing of the period and the report includes the 
evidence taken from many senior officers of the day. 

The 1856 Act also made it compulsory for some of the smaller borough forces to 
amalgamate with county forces. The Act also allowed for part central funding for 
police forces, which achieved an acceptable standard of efficiency. To improve 
efficiency and effectiveness the Act created the posts of Her Majesty’s Inspectors of 
Constabulary (H.M.I.s) who were required to certify annually that a police force was 
sufficiently efficient to attract grant. 

From 1856 To Date – Consolidation and Development 

During this period there has been a move towards fewer and larger police forces. The 
Local Government Act of 1888 set up Standing Joint Committees of County 



Robert	
  Bartlett	
   938@938.me.uk	
   January	
  2015	
  
	
  

	
   6	
  

Councillors and Magistrates who took over the police committee function of the 
Quarter Sessions. This Act also abolished police forces in towns with a population 
under 10,000, reducing the number of forces in 1889 from 231 to 183. Despite 
continued pressure from the Home Office, the next massive wave of amalgamations 
did not take place until after the Second World War in the wake of the Police Act of 
1946. Further strides in this direction were made in the years following the 
1964 Police Act and the 1972 Local Government Act. 

The period also marks the entire development of many aspects of policing, as we 
know them today. This embraces the establishment of various specialist departments 
and functions, the employment of women, mechanisation, improved communications, 
the use of information technology and much more. All of this is well documented in 
Critchley’s work. (16) 

NOTES 

1. Metropolitan Police Act 1829 

2. There are a number of collections of parish truncheons or staffs in museums and 
private hands. Many can be seen at the police Staff College and the Castle Museum at 
York. The Policeman’s Lot by M A Mitton (1986), deals with truncheons and other 
items of police equipment. With a bit of diligent research it just might be possible to 
track down a parish staff actually carried by an ancestor who was a parish constable. 

3. Henry Fielding, the novelist and playwright, was a Magistrate at the Bow Street 
Office from 1748 until 1754. Thereafter his half-brother John, later Sir John Fielding, 
took over the office until 1780. Both brothers experimented with different areas of 
police reform and both published works on the subject. 

4. See Paper Pursuit by L A Waters in Police History Society Journal No. 1 (1986) 
p30. 

5. These additional Public Offices were: 

• Great Marlborough Street 
• Queens Square Hatton Garden 
• Worship Street Lambeth Street 
• High Street Shadwell 
• Union Street Southward 

6. For example the Newmarket Felons. 

7. See Gerald Howson, Thief Taker General (Hutchinson 1970) now in print under the 
title It Takes a Thief (Cresset 1987). 

8. See David Ascoli, The Queen’s Peace (Hamish Hamilton 1979) pp 78-199, T A 
Critchley A History of Police In England And Wales (Constable 1978 Edn) pp 51-57. 

9. These could be indexed under “lighting”, “paving” or “watching”. 
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10. A classic example is to be found in the Cambridgeshire County Record Office in 
the form of the Day Book Of The Cottenham Police. 

11. There were 178 Boroughs covered by the Act of 1835. The Watch Committee was 
to consist of the Mayor plus not more than one third of the town council. 

12. H.O. 73.2 - H.O. 73.9 

13. See F C Mather, “Public Order in the Age of the Chartists” (1959) p 128. 

14. For a good account of the effect of the Act see David Foster, The Rural 
Constabulary Act 1839 (Standing Conference For Local History 1982). 

15. pp Vol XXXVI (Police) Session 1852-3 

16. Op. cit. pp 101 – 295 

17. No doubt the poor rates of pay for constables also played a part. At one point in 
the 1830s the annual rate of wastage in the Metropolitan Police was 33% of the 
strength. 

18. In some County Record Offices these are known as the “Session Rolls”. 

19. 1 Geo 4 c. 37 ss 1 & 2 and Special Constables Act 1831 

20. For an account of railway Police history see J Whitbread, The Railway Policeman 
(Harrap 1961). Another specialised non-Home Office Police is covered in Glyn 
Hardwicke’s Keepers of The Door (Peel Press 1979) (Port of London Authority 
Police). 

THE POLICE GAZETTE 

Part 2: Issues for 1797-1810, 1828 and 1830-1840 from the State Library of New 
South Wales 

Publisher's Note 

The Police Gazette originated from the work of Sir John Fielding (d1780), and his 
half-brother, the novelist, Henry Fielding (1707-1754) in Eighteenth Century London. 
As well as serving as magistrates and presiding over the introduction of a small 
number of paid constables - the Bow Street Runners - they experimented in the 
apprehension of criminals through the use of public advertising and the circulation of 
details of offenders to other justices throughout the country. 
 
In 1752, Henry Fielding used his own publication, The Covent Garden Journal, to 
invite victims of crimes to contact him with details of the crimes committed against 
them, properties stolen, and descriptions of the criminals involved. Advertisements 
were then placed in the journal, usually with a reward attached, for the recovery of the 
property and the apprehension of the criminals. The advertisements proved to be a 
success and paved the way for a succession of journals specifically devoted to the 
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description of criminals and offences. These range from Sir John Fielding’s Public 
Advertiser, to the Quarterly Pursuit and Weekly Pursuit, which were distributed to 
Mayors and Chief Magistrates far and wide. Shortly afterwards, Lord North 
persuaded George III that the journal deserved to be published on an official basis and 
there followed, in succession, the Public Hue and Cry, The Hue and Cry and Police 
Gazette and, finally, the Police Gazette. Approximately 150,000 copies were printed 
of each issue. The Metropolitan Police took over the publication of the Police Gazette 
from 1883, and from the same date illustrations start to appear in the text. The journal 
continues today. 
 
Despite the large number of copies produced of the Police Gazette and its 
predecessors, no complete run exists anywhere in the world. The aim of this 
microfilm project is to assemble a 149-year run of the journal from 1752 through to 
1900 by filming various scattered holdings. 
 
Part 1 made available issues for 1866-1869, 1871-1878, 1882-1897 & 1899-1900 
from the holdings of the Cambridgeshire Police Archive (covering 30 years, 
representing 20% of the total run). This second part, bringing together copies 
formerly addressed to the Colonial Secretary, now held at the State Library of New 
South Wales in Sydney, Australia, makes available issues for 1797-1810, 1828 & 
1830-1840 (covering a further 26 years, representing 17% of the total run). 

It allows comparisons to be made between the types of crimes occurring in the 
1790’s, 1810’s, 1820’s, 1830’s, 1840’s and those of the 1860’s, 1870’s, 1880’s & 
1890’s. The reports will be of great interest to the literary scholar, who can examine 
highway robbery in the age of Tom Jones and escapees from the Marshalsea prison in 
the age of Dickens. They will also be valued by the social historian, who can use the 
volumes to examine aspects of class, criminality and material culture. This is a prime 
source for information on the transportation of convicts, and on deserters from the 
army, and also provides a clear indication of government fears concerning public 
disorder from the French Revolution onwards. 

The issues covered in this second part are: 
 
The Hue and Cry, and Police Gazette (issued once every three weeks)  
Nos 136, 138, 140-339 30 Sep 1797 - 22 Dec 1810 

Police Gazette; or, Hue and Cry (issued twice a week) 
Nos 1-62, 64-84, 87-100 18 Jan 1828 - 30 Dec 1828 
 
Police Gazette; or, Hue and Cry (issued twice a week) 
Nos 205-207, 209-256 2 Jan 1830 - 30 Jun 1830 
 
Police Gazette; or, Hue and Cry (issued twice a week) 
Nos 309-415, 417-517, 521-525, 527-533, 540-542, 544-693, 696-776, 778-882, 936-
970, 972-1091,  
1096-1106, 1108-1115, 1123-1169 1 Jan 1831 - 30 Mar 1839 
 
Police Gazette (issued three times a week) 
1-24, 26-34, 36-38, 40-62, 64-235, 237-275 1 Apr 1839 - 30 Dec 1840 
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There are reports of footpads, highwaymen, smugglers, house-breakers, murderers, 
forgers, larcenists, arsonists, rustlers, deserters and escaped convicts. Detailed 
descriptions are given of shops’ goods that have been looted, possessions taken from 
houses, clothes that have been taken from unfortunate travellers, and horses and cattle 
stolen from farmers. The thousands of particulars given build up a vivid picture of 
serious and petty crime in Hanoverian and Victorian Britain. 
 
The early issues (1797-1810) consist of two pages. On the front page are a series of 
public announcements, notices of rewards offered and reports of offences committed 
and property stolen. These mostly relate to London (areas such as Bow Street, 
Whitechapel and Shadwell), but there are also reports from as far afield as Bristol and 
Newcastle. The back page is given over entirely to a War Office list of deserters from 
the armed forces. This list provides names, descriptions, dates of desertion and unit 
deserted, providing valuable evidence of military morale during war, peace and 
periods of instability at home. 
 
Later issues extend to four pages. Reports of individual crimes are more detailed and 
are broken down under sub-headings for Murder and Maliciously Shooting and 
Stabbing, Arson and Wilful Burning, Forgery, Robbery, House-breaking, Horse and 
Cattle Stealing, Larceny and Embezzlement, Frauds and Aggravated Misdemeanours 
and Property Stolen. The War Office list of deserters is moved to the inside pages and 
there are also descriptions of escaped convicts and prisoners ordered for 
transportation to Australia. The back page generally includes reports of felons 
charged. 
 
Public Announcements include notices of new government initiatives to curtail the 
sale of “loose and licentious prints, books and publications” (3 Feb 1798), to suppress 
“Seditious and Treasonable Societies” (16 Nov 1799) and to enforce “a publick Day 
of Fasting and Humiliation ... in order to obtain Pardon of Our Sins and in the most 
devout and solemn manner send up Our Prayers and Supplications ... for the 
Restoration of Peace, and Prosperity to Us and Our Dominions.” (7 Jan 1809). It is 
particularly interesting to see how the authorities reacted to unrest in England, 
following the Irish Rebellion and the French Revolution. 
 
There are announcements concerning chartists, machine-breakers and aliens suspected 
of sabotage or spying. 
 
A sample of some of the reports will give a better idea of the character of the journal: 
 
WOUNDED FOOTPAD Saturday, 11 November 1797 
Whereas, on Friday Night, October 27 about Eight o’clock, Two Gentlemen, in a 
Post-Chaise, from Staines, were attacked and robbed, near the Barracks, on Hounslow 
Heath, by Three Footpads, one of whom the Gentlemen fired at and he is supposed to 
be mortally wounded, from the Blood which appeared on the Chaise and the Road. 
 
If any Surgeon or Apothecary should be applied to, to attend such a Person, it is 
hoped, for the Sake of Public Justice, he will send immediate Notice thereof, to the 
above Office; and any other Person who may know where the wounded Footpad may 
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be found, shall, upon giving immediate Notice as above, receive a Reward of FIVE 
GUINEAS. 
 
ESCAPE Saturday, 30 June, 1798 Escaped from the Prison of Newgate, in 
Newcastle upon Tyne, on the 6th of June, where he had been committed as a deserter 
from th 60th Regt. of Foot. CHRISTOPHER HODGSON, alias HUDSON, alias, 
HUTSON, aged about 50, 5 feet 11 inches, or 6 feet high, dark complexion, pitted 
with the small pox, wears his own hair short, and dark, turning grey; a broad brimmed 
round hat, a copper coloured coat, a chocolate striped waistcoat, and thick olive 
breeches. He frequents fairs, horseracing, and cock fighting, and gambles &c. and is 
well known by the nickname of Duke, owing to his having been in the service of the 
late Duke of Northumberland, and usually wears a ring on one of his little fingers. 
A Reward of TEN GUINEAS will be paid on his apprehension and being lodged in 
any of His Majesty’s Prisons, by the Gaoler of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, independent of 
what is due by Act of Parliament. 

Stolen possessions are described in great detail. For instance, a list of Watches, Plate 
& Various Articles in the issue for 25 December 1802, features over 50 items 
including: 

A double case gold watch, horizontal, capped and jewelled, maker’s name, Toulmin, 
Strand, number 3469, has the arms on the back of the outer case, 3 birds, and a bird 
for the crest. ... A silver pint mug, marked P E I K ... A pair of pistols, Spanish, fluted, 
the barrels browned, with the name “Wogdon” inlaid in the barrels with gold, and the 
same name also engraved on the locks ... A quantity of black lace worth 50 pounds.... 
Several sofa and cushion covers of different sizes, all of them numbered with thread 
108 ... A silver snuffbox with a Vinegreat on the top and the initials I C. 

Such descriptions tell us much about the period described, the articles that were 
valued, and the type of offences that occured routinely. They detail the contents of 
shops and describe the goings on at country fairs; they report the possessions of a 
gentleman travelling by coach, and the fate of a common thief who has stolen a 
handkerchief. 
 
This source will enrich our understanding of the perils of living and the nature of 
justice in Eighteenth and Nineteenth Century Britain. Through it, we will better 
understand both the police and the policed. 

THE POLICE GAZETTE: 

Part 3: Issues for 1829, 1858, 1879-1881 and 1898 from the British Library 
Newspaper Library, London 

Publisher's Note 

“No complete run of the Police Gazette exists.   It is probable that this single fact 
alone accounts for the little use made of it by historians.   It contains a wealth of 
information relating to crime, to offenders and policing. The publication on microfilm 
of this source, compiled from a variety of different archives is to be welcomed as a 
little known but immensely valuable resource.” 
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Clive Emsley 
Reader in History, The Open University 

A wide range of scholars from the criminologist and social historian, to the 
sociologist and literary researcher, can use the Police Gazette profitably.  Dating from 
1752, it records crimes, criminals and deserters from the forces.  These descriptions 
vary in their level of detail from a brief one-line entry concerning someone who has 
escaped from transportation, to a lengthy account of the items stolen in a burglary, 
which casts light on property and consumption.  

There are portraits of many of the people sought by the police for their involvement in 
arson, burglary, fraud and murder.  Scholars can build up pictures of crime in 
particular areas, crime related to social and political issues and patterns of desertion 
from the army.  They can also examine issues such as:  How lawless was Britain in 
the late 18th century?  How accurately did Dickens depict the dark side of Victorian 
city life? 

Despite the large number of copies produced of the Police Gazette and its 
predecessors, no complete run exists anywhere in the world.  The aim of this 
microfilm project is to assemble a 149 year run of the journal from 1752 through to 
1900 by filming various scattered holdings. 

Part 1 made available issues for 1866-1869, 1871-1878, 1882-1897 & 1899-1900 
from the holdings of the Cambridgeshire Police Archive (covering 30 years, 
representing 20% of the total). 

Part 2 made available issues for 1797-1810, 1828 & 1830-1840 (covering a further 26 
years, representing 17% of the total) from the holdings of the State Library of New 
South Wales in Sydney, Australia. 

This third part fills some important gaps in the coverage of the first two parts, offering 
issues for 1829, 1858, 1879-1881 & 1898 from the holdings of the British Library 
Newspaper Library, London.  This means that scholars can now examine virtually 
unbroken sequences of the Police Gazette from 1797-1810, 1828-1840 and 1866-
1900. 

The issues covered in this third part are: 

• Police Gazette; or, Hue and Cry (issued twice a week), Nos 101-151, 161-
204, 2nd Jan 1829 - 30th Dec 1829 (July issues absent) 

• Police Gazette (issued three times a week), Nos 3003-3026, 2nd June 1858-
26th July 1858 

• Police Gazette, (issued three times a week), Nos 6240-6709, 1st Jan 1879 - 
30th Dec 1881 

• Police Gazette, New Series (issued twice a week), Vol XV, No 1463 - Vol 
XV, No 1566, 4th Jan 1898 - 30th Dec 1898 

The Police Gazette originated from the work of Sir John Fielding (d1780), and his 
half-brother, the novelist, Henry Fielding (1707-1754) in Eighteenth Century 
London.  As well as serving as magistrates and presiding over the introduction of a 
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small number of paid constables - the Bow Street Runners - they experimented in the 
apprehension of criminals through the use of public advertising and the circulation of 
details of offenders to other justices throughout the country. 

In 1752, Henry Fielding used his own publication, The Covent Garden Journal, to 
invite victims of crimes to contact him with details of the crimes committed against 
them, properties stolen, and descriptions of the criminals involved.   Advertisements 
were then placed in the journal, usually with a reward attached, for the recovery of the 
property and the apprehension of the criminals.  The advertisements proved to be a 
success and paved the way for a succession of journals specifically devoted to the 
description of criminals and offences.  These range from Sir John Fielding’s Public 
Advertiser, to the Quarterly Pursuit and Weekly Pursuit, which were distributed to 
Mayors and Chief Magistrates far and wide.  Shortly afterwards, Lord North 
persuaded George III that the journal deserved to be published on an official basis and 
there followed, in succession, the Public Hue and Cry,  The Hue and Cry and Police 
Gazette and, finally, the Police Gazette.  Approximately 150,000 copies were printed 
of each issue.  The Metropolitan Police took over the publication of the Police 
Gazette from 1883, and from the same date illustrations start to appear in the 
text.  The journal continues today.  

 
 


