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Arthur Crawford in retirement 

 
 
I have just been told that Arthur Crawford died two days ago in the Royal Surrey. I 
had the privilege of working with Arthur when he was the divisional superintendent 
Eastern Division based at Reigate. I was the chief superintendent and he was the 
deputy for the division and how lucky I was that was the case.  Arthur was your man 
to sort out personnel issues, operational foul ups or anything that required common 
sense, loads of experience and was always a steady pair of hands. Administratively he 
was extremely competent and had over-arching responsibility for the divisional 
prosecutions unit from which problems rarely surfaced. One of his major tasks was to 
act as a sounding board and sympathetic ear for the sub-divisional superintendents 
and chief inspectors. This was a most important part of his role.  
 
Arthur had been a member of the Scots Guards seconded to the No 1 (Guards) 
Independent Parachute Company based at Pirbright where he learnt to shoot to a high 
standard. He was a quiet, tough man with high standards for himself and those he 
worked with. But you did as you were told! A man with loads of life experience 
before he joined the Surrey Constabulary. Once in the Job he worked in a number of 
roles including training and being one of the originals of the police firearms team in 
Surrey, progressing steadily through the ranks.  
 
Arthur married and had children but his wife died some years ago after a long illness 
Living in the family home on his own at Shalford he downsized to Cranleigh to a 
retirement village to live in a bungalow. He was unfortunately diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s disease and as the illness and disability became worse he moved into a 
care home on the site.  One of the friendships he made was with retired dog handler 
the late Nev Cast whose mother was in the same care home. Arthur always enjoyed 
swopping yarns and experiences. 
 



I last visited Arthur about four weeks ago in Cranleigh and we struggled into my car 
and into the town for a visit to a coffee shop. It was hard for him to move about, very 
hard but his determination not to be beaten was so evident. He even had a smile when 
he ordered straws with his coffee! 
 
A month ago Arthur was interested to know about all his old friends, the Surrey 
Constabulary and what the modern police in Surrey were up to which was a mystery 
to both of us! In his retirement Arthur maintained contacts and attended reunions until 
his health was just too bad. Some ex-colleagues regularly visited him in Cranleigh 
and Graham Marshal would visit and take him out to lunch or a retirement do.  
 
Now he has gone. No more that soft, quiet Scottish accent, no more “Hello this is 
Arthur. What’s going on?” His retirement was hard without his wife, then this nasty 
illness, which was painful and restrictive. His life was made easier by a close 
friendship he developed with a lady who lived close by. She was very caring and 
supportive of Arthur. 
 
We have lost a man who served his country then his county well. The type of man 
who you knew would be on your shoulder as you went through the door! 
 
 

Notes taken from a discussion with Arthur Crawford  
 

19 November 2014 Cranleigh1 
 
I joined the Surrey Constabulary from The Guards Parachute Company, Pathfinders 
in 1962 and went to Guildford where in the safe I remember there were 15 Webley 
and Scott .32 and 6 army issue Enfield pistols .38. The .32 were disposed off when 
the ammunition ran out. I had used the Browning pistol in the Guards and was very 
used to handling firearms. There seemed to be no system for the deployment of police 
officers with firearms until 1966 when a course which consisted of going to the range 
at Pirbright to be trained by the army involving firing lots of ammunition. These 
officers were then authorised to draw a weapon from the divisional safes should a 
deployment be approved.  
 
Again in 1966 post the Shepherd Bush shooting and the hunt for Harry Roberts I 
submitted a report setting out that the Surrey Constabulary should do its own training. 
The pistol was for us a primary weapon but a secondary one for the military and the 
method we might adopt would be less aggressive than the military. 
 
The force had a pistol club with members that included John Hitt, Ted Wild, Charlie 
Brunt and a chief inspector from Traffic. Ken Durrant a sergeant at Dorking was the 
secretary of the pistol club and following my report he was tasked with pulling 
together a training programme. Much was a straight copy from the Metropolitan 
Police manual. One of his proposals was that the training should be undertaken by an 
inspector to which the Deputy Chief Constable Ted Post added in red ink “Sounds 
like the start of an empire.” Ken ran the first course probably in 1967 and he may 
have had help from Dave Smith who was another shooting club member.  

                                                
1 In conversation with Robert Bartlett 19 November 2014 



 
I took over training in 1967/1968 after Ken had completed the first course. I was a 
Police Sergeant in the training department. We used the range in the corner of the 
sports field at Mount Browne. The courses lasted two days, basically as run by Ken, 
then one day a year refresher. Those who attended became authorised. 
 
There were no formal tactics, no national or even local guidelines and so I went 
wherever I could to seek help and guidance. Colin Greenwood a superintendent in 
West Yorkshire was the leading proponent of tactics and he was very helpful and we 
used his books to develop our tactics. I made contact with American police forces and 
visited firearms trainers in the UK. One visit was for two days in the basement at 
Brighton police station where they used silenced sten guns. It was all about gathering 
ideas and information before turning the learning into practical options for Surrey. I 
had a huge amount of freedom to develop the police use of firearms in Surrey as no 
one in the hierarchy had much knowledge or interest. 
 
The number of call outs was few. I do remember going to Farnham with my own .38 
Special from home to meet up with other Club members including Garry Hyldon with 
his rifle. We were looking for a man with a gun, as were unarmed officers. As far as I 
recall he was not found.  I recall Detective Superintendent Ron Harvey I think it was, 
appalled at the sight of guns in police hands. In these early days the Surrey 
Constabulary never opened fire nor were there any shoot-outs by villains. We were 
using the .38 Enfield, which was a poor weapon, aimed at the chin to hit the stomach. 
We shot a double tap and I think even then we talked of shooting to stop and not to 
kill. We made our own rules. I developed a set of slides we could use for training. 
This was classroom stuff that in time was to evolve into shooting at a projected 
moving image, which stopped at the sound of the gunshot so where the bullet went 
could be seen. The City of London had one of these, as did the military at Pirbright. A 
firm at Godalming manufactured them.  
 
On my first course I asked if anyone had any moral objections to being armed and 
maybe having to shoot someone. One of the officers said he had. He was not a 
volunteer and had been sent on the course by his division. He left the course. I recall 
ACC John Maskell visited us during the training. 
 
I did not have a lot of contact with the Metropolitan Police though with Dave Smith I 
went to Woolwich where we did a two-day course on the use of gas. We were of 
course gassed in a large hanger!  When we ran gas courses at HQ we put gas into a 
shed with the officers! Dave and I then chose members for the Gas Squad; I think 12. 
John Hitt, Pat Buss, Dave Bowden, Bob Sinden, Roger Weedon were some of the 
members. Elsewhere are details of the incident at Limpsfield when Chris Kersey was 
shot. I fired two shots into the house when I thought I saw the man by the window 
with his weapon. We fired gas and there was no fire and although we had to go in and 
there were a range of dangers, this was a successful operation. I was shot in the arm 
and still have a pellet in my arm. I had an operation and was detained at the Redhill 
Hospital.  It cost a great deal of money to clean up after the gas had been fired and the 
police paid! One fed up chief constable. 
 
The force bought rifles to be used by snipers based on the perceived need to police 
Gatwick. The weapon was the Parker Hale army sniper rifle with scope. There were 



24 on the team selected by Dave Smith and one of the members was John Schofield 
ex-Australian Army who was shot dead in Caterham. Another policing concern was 
Bisley and we felt we needed some capability to counter any firearms threat there. 
 
When we trained at Pirbright we had lunch with the army. Being the Guards they 
would not countenance everyone staying together. The inspectors went to the officer’s 
mess, sergeants to the sergeant’s mess and the constables the soldier’s canteen. The 
more privileged had a beer before lunch and some wine after signing chits. We shot a 
great deal better later in the day. Some time later a bill for £38 arrived on the desk of 
Chief Constable Matthews who shall we say, was not amused and we were consigned 
to sandwiches in the buts from then on! 
 
Gatwick security required us to send armed teams to meet aircraft from Israel. They 
had a special bay and we would cover the passengers. There were always some 
Israelis who were obviously armed. The need came for a permanent team to be based 
at the airport and this included Alan McArthur and Dave Bowden. It was about this 
time that the Enfield guns went and we bought new weapons, probably paid for out of 
a security fund. 
 
I recall one job about this time where I was deployed with a rifle to the Surrey Sussex 
border. I was taken there at high speed in a Traffic car. Very frightening ride! The 
incident ended when Pat Buss walloped the suspect. 
 
I became the Federation representative on the clothing committee when Training 
made application for specialist clothing and equipment. ACC John Over was in the 
chair. Albert Tobin said when the request was made something like, “The uniform I 
have on now has served me well and I see no need for further equipment.”  It was 
never simple! 
 
I was on the Police Amateur Athletics Association national committee for shooting 
and ran an annual competition, which was a three-day event with up to 500 
competitors in 17 competitions all based on Bisley. It was a major organisational 
challenge and I recall one night starting at 2300 in the conference room at Reigate 
sorting out the papers still to be there at 2300 the following night. I did this for five 
years. It took a month to recover from the hard work of running the event. 
 
In 1978 I stopped my involvement with firearms when I was an inspector returning to 
the main stream of policing retiring after having been the divisional superintendent 
for East Surrey. When I left Chief Superintendent Tunn-Clark said that the shooting 
section of Surrey police owed me a great deal. (Note: Indeed they did. Arthur was in 
at the start and drove the early development of a professional response by firearm’s 
officers in Surrey.) 
 
 

The Oxted Seige 
 

The following is an early operation that Arthur was involved in: 
 
1973 October: Oxted PC Chris Kearsey was shot in the face and a siege followed 
broken by deploying CS Gas. Bob Sinden: I only attended one operational Gas and 



Gun Squad incident.  This was at Oxted when a young PC was shot through the 
face.  The PC was only helping a bailiff serve a writ on some old man over a 
boundary dispute.  The G & G squad surrounded the house and Wally Simmons tried 
talking him out.  The old boy smashed the glass out of his kitchen window with his 
gun barrel and took pot shots at us in the garden. It was like the wild and woolly west.  
We eventually put in enough CS gas to evacuate the Albert Hall and went in after 
him.  He put up a fight snatching off a couple of our gas masks, one was mine, but we 
eventually dragged him out.   We were taken off to Redhill General Hospital to be 
decontaminated.  I remember this pretty young nurse leaning over me bathing my face 
and eyes with tears running down her cheeks. It was the CS gas wafting from my hair!  
 
Alan Bridgeman: In 1973 PC Chris Kearsey was shot in the face when attending a 
house to serve a summons on an OAP. The offender was aggrieved that the local 
council or some such wanted money from him, and vented his spleen on the first 
enemy representative to arrive at his door – a uniform PC. The occupant used a 
shotgun, and a major incident developed as officers attended to arrest him. PC John 
Worgan attended as a dog handler, and I’m sure he can tell a fine tale of what 
happened amongst the CS gas sprays inside the house; I seem to recall that while 
PSUs gathered outside, the offender’s wife carried on doing the ironing inside – but 
then I wasn’t there! I’m glad to report that Chris is still with us, and still riding a 
motorcycle with considerable skill – and he still looks lovely!  
 
John Molyneux: On the Sunday that Chris Kearsey was shot in the face, I was desk 
sergeant at Reigate and Arthur Crawford was my inspector. We were both members 
of the force firearms squad, and after drawing our revolvers from the armoury, went 
to the scene. A standoff ensued and permission was sought of the chief constable for 
CS gas to be used. Permission was given and Inspector Crawford fired CS into the 
bedroom of the house. The ammunition set the curtains alight. When Chief Constable 
Peter Matthews was informed, he was not amused. However, this ended the siege, the 
man was arrested and the curtains extinguished.  
 
Bob Sinden was one of the founder members of the police firearms team. He formed a 
part of what was called the Gas Squad. Chris Kersey was shot in the face with a 
shotgun as he knocked on the front door of a house. The perpetrator who was in his 
seventies then withdrew into the house threatening anyone who came near. After a 
lengthy siege it was decided that the police should go into the house and get him out. 
He had been firing from the house at police officers outside. PC Dave Bowden fired 
in the gas, and Arthur Crawford, Roger Weedon, Bob Sinden and others made the 
entry and the man was arrested. There was a hard fight during which the suspect 
pulled off Bob’s gas mask. It was all a bit grim. At one point Arthur Crawford was a 
split second away from opening fire; Bob was the one who had staggered into his line 
of fire. The suspect fired numerous shots from the house and in a similar situation to 
the earlier siege at Tranquil Dale; the superintendent was to be gassed. He stood too 
close to an airbrick in the wall as the gas was fired into the premises. Also as the gas 
was fired the curtains caught on fire a problem to be repeated on other occasions 
when these hot rounds were used. Chris Kearsley survived and was to return to work 
in due course. 
 
1973 October 6: Riot Gas as Three Hour Drama ends: Two policemen were injured 
during the incident at Westerham Road, Oxted which was ended after CS gas was 



deployed into a house where a pensioner aged 70 lived with his sister. The siege 
began after two police constables tried to accompany bailiffs to serve a High Court 
arrest warrant. A gun was fired and soon armed police; some sheltering behind riot 
shields surrounded the house. Police led by Christopher Rowe the Assistant Chief 
Constable of Surrey and a local curate appealed through a loudspeaker for the man to 
come out. The siege ended when police with axes stormed the house as more CS gas 
cartridges were fired through front and back windows. At least five shots were fired 
from the house. Police moved in after giving a five-minute ultimatum. An officer 
wearing riot gear and a gas mask ran up to within 30 feet of the house and sheltering 
behind a wall fired four gas rounds.  A man and a woman were taken from the house 
to an ambulance. A loaded shotgun was later found. 2 

 
Left to right: PS Dave Bowden, Inspector Arthur Crawford and dog handler PC 

Worgen (Sunday telegraph 7 October 1973) 
 
One policeman PC Christopher Kearsey was shot in the mouth at close range on the 
first floor landing and was taken to Queen Victoria Hospital, East Grinstead. 
Inspector Arthur Crawford a trained marksman fired two revolver shots after being 
wounded in the shoulder. A man will appear before the court in Oxted charged with 
attempted murder and other offences. 

                                                
2 1973 October 6: Surrey Advertiser 



 
Women taken out on a stretcher and left the prisoner being removed. 

Note the lack of equipment – just a tunic and a gas mask! 3 
 
 

                                                
3 Daily Telegraph 7 October 1973 


