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1935 Reigate Borough Air Wing flown by Special Constables with police as crew

POLICE HELICOPTER TESTS
AT FARNHAM

The two_-scatcx' Stoux helicopter with its distinctive bubble-enclosed
cabin, photographed in Wagon Yard car-park on Sunday.
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Sunday Search
Over Alton

Demonstrating its abilily lo
manoeuvre in a small space,
a helicopter which is being
used experimentally with the
Surrey police for a fortnight
landed in the Wagon Yard
sar-park, Farnham, on Sun-!
day.

With the Army Alr Corps pilot
was Police-Sgt. J. House, of Farn-
ham, who acted as observer and
went with the machine In re-
sponse to a4 police call on a search
over the Golden Pot area at Alton.
To test the effectiveness of the
search the helicopter went within '
a foot of the ground when recon-
noitring a barn.

“This is not the panacea for all
police probiems,” explained Chief
Superintendeny V. Rignell, chief
liaison officer for the police, at a
press conference at the Surrey .
Canstabulary headquarters, Mount
Browne, on Monday. But he
added {t was uanother way of
strengthening their crime preven-
tion and detection methods.

DARTMOOR BREAK-OUT l

Sunday's search from the air)
was typical of the work cnvxsagcd|
for a helicopter,

Col. J. Cole, of the Army Air
Corps, who was also at the con-!
ference, has hgd first-hand experi-'
ence of co-operation from the air,
as he was involved in the break-.
out of five prisoners from Dart-
moor at Christmas. “One of them
said, ‘We should never have been
caught, but for your d—— heli-
copter'.”

The helicopter [s equipped with
police radio—in addition to the
machine’s usual wireless equip-!
ment and this enagbles the
ohserver to keep in continuous
contact with headquarters and
I'!th individual patrol cars.

|relays. Primarily
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on to a vehlcle It cannot be
shaken off,"” sald Supt. J. C. Mas-
kell, of Guildford, who is liaison
officer for Surrey for the helicopter
experiment.

For this fortnight the heli-
copters—there gre three of them—
are being flown from the sports

ground at Mount Browne, The
um.ml base Is Netheravon, Wwilt-
shire.

The whole experiment with the
helicopters extends over six
months and involves the south-
east and the London metropolitan
area.

FLYING POLICE?

Arising  out of the experience
of these six months will be the
decislon of how many helicopters
will be needed and where they
will be based, and, in the long
term, the possibllity of a flying
section of the police force, This
has happened in the United
States, where aircraft are used,
but the Americans are alsp in-
terested in the experiment in this
country and have asked for a
copy of the final report.

The helicopters can stay in the
air for 2! hours without re-
fuelling, and hgve an average
speed of 70 knots. On a lengthy
operation they woulq be used in
it i85 not in-
tended to use the machines on
traffic duties—this Is covered by
the motoring organisations—but
on more spectfic police duties.

When fiving, the police ser-
geants wear blue overalls with the
badge *‘Police Helicopter Unit” on
the shoulder and a flying helmet,
which is necessary, as the noise of
the *“‘choppers” iz such that con-
versation between observer and
pilot can be only carried out by
the intercom. Local sergeants,
who have had some training in
air observation and communica-
tion procedures, are bei used
because their knowledge of the
area, when girborne, is invaluable.

To keep the three helicopters
alrborne there is a groung crew
of ten, and without them the
whole experiment would not be
possibie,
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Pilot, Soldier, ACC John Maskell DCC Ted Post
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Police Helicopter experiment with the Army Air Corps 1967

Chief Inspector Ray Searle off to take some aerial photos of the motorway.
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Operations Department trial with McAlpine helicopters took place in 1989, G SCHU
was the aircraft used during the three month trial. Chief Constable Brian Hayes
authorised the experiment at a time when the Home Office was beginning to become
interested in developing the helicopter role. PC Tony Pink and ex RAF Special Forces
Squadron pilot

The trial followed a report from Superintendent Bartlett of Operations to the Chief Constable
establishing what was happening with Police aviation and the projected future. Mr Hayes
decisively instructed that the Force enter into a trial. Research was undertaken that included a
visit by Superintendent Bartlett and Chief Inspector Shane Burrows to Devon and Cornwall
air unit during which an arrest was made on the ground when the aircraft put down. A
contract for six months was signed with McAlpine Helicopters at Heathrow and a crew
selected from Traffic officers. Traffic officers were used as Traffic Department was then part
of Operations Department and using these men avoided conflict by taking men from
Divisions.
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First crew selection at McAlpine helicopters Heathrow — men from Traffic 1989




Robert Bartlett Version three October 2012 938@938.me.uk

Trial with McAlpine helicopters took place in 1989, G SCHU a Twin Squirrel was the
aircraft used during the 3 month trial based at Dunsfold

Metropolitan Police Bell 222 hovering behind the traffic car in 1993 with Dave Harriott,
Nigel Nichols and Tony Pink — the originals! This helicopter was used as a part of a
joint Surrey Police Metropolitan Police air wing
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G METD was the first aircraft to be fitted with the thermal imager in this case it was
the Saphire system in 1993. This system did not have a daylight camera in the turret.

G METD was the first aircraft to be fitted with the thermal imager in this case it was
the Sapphire system in 1993. This system did not have a daylight camera in the turret.
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Sergeant Bruce Dew OIC Surrey Helicopter unit and observer 1993/94 based at
Chobham

Bottom of page is G SEPB which is the aircraft that was part owned by Surrey whilst in
the consortium with the Metropolitan Police. Surrey had a £500,000 share. This aircraft
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had the FLIR LEO turret fitted which incorporated a thermal imager and daylight
camera together with a microwave downlink system.

Chas Cooke and Captain Jonathan Jeffes
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EC135T2 G-SURY

2006 Surrey’s new helicopter at Mount Browne
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Chas Cook

The helicopter base moved from Chobham to RAF Odiham and the last helicopter was based
there before the Unit was amalgamated into the national Air Unit in October 2012
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Odiham
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Paul Edwards Sara Grint Geoff Craggs
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