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1935 Reigate Borough Air Wing flown by Special Constables with police as crew 
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PS John House 

 

Pilot, Soldier, ACC John Maskell DCC Ted Post 
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Police Helicopter experiment with the Army Air Corps 1967 
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Operations Department trial with McAlpine helicopters took place in 1989, G SCHU 

was the aircraft used during the three month trial. Chief Constable Brian Hayes 

authorised the experiment at a time when the Home Office was beginning to become 

interested in developing the helicopter role. PC Tony Pink and ex RAF Special Forces 

Squadron pilot 

The trial followed a report from Superintendent Bartlett of Operations to the Chief Constable 

establishing what was happening with Police aviation and the projected future. Mr Hayes 

decisively instructed that the Force enter into a trial. Research was undertaken that included a 

visit by Superintendent Bartlett and Chief Inspector Shane Burrows to Devon and Cornwall 

air unit during which an arrest was made on the ground when the aircraft put down. A 

contract for six months was signed with McAlpine Helicopters at Heathrow and a crew 

selected from Traffic officers. Traffic officers were used as Traffic Department was then part 

of Operations Department and using these men avoided conflict by taking men from 

Divisions. 



Robert Bartlett Version three October 2012 938@938.me.uk  

8 

 

 

First crew selection at McAlpine helicopters Heathrow – men from Traffic 1989 
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Trial with McAlpine helicopters took place in 1989, G SCHU a Twin Squirrel was the 

aircraft used during the 3 month trial based at Dunsfold 

 

 

Metropolitan Police Bell 222 hovering behind the traffic car in 1993 with Dave Harriott, 

Nigel Nichols and Tony Pink – the originals! This helicopter was used as a part of a 

joint Surrey Police Metropolitan Police air wing 
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G METD was the first aircraft to be fitted with the thermal imager in this case it was 

the Saphire system in 1993. This system did not have a daylight camera in the turret. 

 

 

G METD was the first aircraft to be fitted with the thermal imager in this case it was 

the Sapphire system in 1993. This system did not have a daylight camera in the turret. 
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Sergeant Bruce Dew OIC Surrey Helicopter unit and observer 1993/94 based at 

Chobham 

 

 

Bottom of page is G SEPB which is the aircraft that was part owned by Surrey whilst in 

the consortium with the Metropolitan Police. Surrey had a £500,000 share. This aircraft 
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had the FLIR LEO turret fitted which incorporated a thermal imager and daylight 

camera together with a microwave downlink system. 

 

Dave Harriott Phil Smith Chas Cooke Tony Pink 1998 

 

Chas Cooke and Captain Jonathan Jeffes 
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EC135T2 G-SURY 

 

 

 

2006 Surrey’s new helicopter at Mount Browne 
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Chas Cook 

 

The helicopter base moved from Chobham to RAF Odiham and the last helicopter was based 

there before the Unit was amalgamated into the national Air Unit in October 2012 
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Odiham 
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Paul Edwards Sara Grint Geoff Craggs 
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