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Reigate Borough Police was formed 25th March 1864 from part of the Surrey Constabulary police
district. Wartime consolidation of police forces meant that on 1st March 1943 the Borough became
part of the Surrey JoirRolice Force finally amalgamating, as was Guildford Borough Police, with

the county Surrey Constabulary in 1947.
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This is not an academic warthere is little analyses leaving the reader to absorb the operatiahal
administrativedetail that has beamearthedncouraging thaseof imagination as to the way of life

of the borough police officerand the impact thehadon theBoroughandtheir community.The

force was to be in exitance from 1864 Agril 1947 having been absorbed into the Surrey
Constabulary along with the Guildford Borough Police in 19#3addition to operational and
administrative detail there are the reports of sporting activity between forces and against local teams.
The sporting research undertaken by Jenny Tuffs, a formeenber of the Surrey Constabulary,
brings to life the individuals who devoted their working lives the Borough. Significant research has
also been undertaken by Jean and Henry Pelham

There wereseveralpolice forces in Surrey. The Metropolitan Police pedl to the nortlirom The
Thames and Southwadut as far as Epsom so there never was one police force for the whole county
until modern times.

GUILDFORD BOROUGH POLICE: formed 20th January 1836. In 1851 the force was
amalgamated with the larger Surrey Gtbulary only to be réormed three years later in October
1854. Guildford Borough Police was again absorbed into Surrey Joint Police Force on 1st February
1943 when its final strength was sixtyree officers.Large numbers of special constables were
depoyed in the borough during the two world wars.1947 the Borough was finally amalgamated

with the county police.

DORKING POLICE: Formed 1838 and incorporated within the county in 1851

GODALMING BOROUGH POLICE: Formed in January 1836 and incorporatedhinithe county
in 1851. The Force was-established in1858 and again amalgamated within the county on the 1
April 1889.

SURREY CONSTABULARY: The Surrey Constabulary was formed on 1st January 1851 when the
small forces of Guildford, Godalming and Dorkingse incorporated. Theame was changed on the
1 January 1993 to Surrey Police. (Surrey Joint Police-1943)

REIGATE BOROUGH POLICE: Reigate Borough was formed on 25th March 1864 withdrawing

from the Surrey Constabulary. The Borough police was temppeanalgamated on 1starch1943
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when it became part of the Surrey Joint Police Force finally in 1947 being incorporated within the
county forceLarge numbers of special constables were deployed in the borough during the two world
wars.

SURREY SPECIAL CONSTABULARY: During 1914- 1918 War Surrey Constabulary had 2000
Specials in addition there were special constables in the borough forces ot Reidgabuildford.

The Special Constables Act of 1923 made a permanent reserve force. 1926 saw the issue of the first
complete uniform Surrey being the foremost in the country.

SURREY JOINT POLICE FORCE: Existed as a wartime measure from 1 February ¥8%h the
Guildford and Reigate Borough Police forces were incorporated reverting to the name Surrey
Constabulary on 1 April1947.

SURREY POLICE: 1 January 1993 when the Surrey Constabulary nameepkced with Police.
It was said at the time by some, thigis was to avoid confusidmetween the term constabulary and
police.

The Surrey County Council History Centre at Woking has a significant collection of documents from
the Reigate Borough Police. As always where any collection is reliant on chancelspapeas are

missing and although this can be frustrating it is not crucial for this work which has not set out to
capture every detail of the 83 years of policing the Borough. No attempt has been made to record
every crimeor even serious crimiat wasreported although in the early days there were few and
were dealt with by the Head Constable and from those early daysigoi$icant eventappear in

this record. As the years passed more and more crime was recorded, symptomatic of the hard years
of the1930s, the growth in the population of the borough and the general availability of things worth
stealing. Detection rates by modern standards were high but from the start the force suffered from
London based criminal s wh o tledoatimgebefara returmng to the fi d a
anonymity of the Big Smoke.

The first oOopolicebd in Reigate manori al days w
1851 with the formation of the Surrey Constabulary there was a professional pajjaeisation
establishedn London Road, RedhillThere was a later move to more suitable premis&eigate
andduring these early daythere was a sergeant and six constables for whom the parish paid into the
County rate.

The 1835 Municipal Corporatis Act created for the larger towns a corporation, mayor, alderman

and burgesses. The mayor was declared to be a Justice of the Peace for the borough without a property
requirement. The common law method of appointing constables was placed on a newvtlbdses w
establishment of a Watch Committee made up of the mayor and coundilmen.

Watch Committeg were empowered at their discretion to appoint the head constable, make
regulations for the management of the police and to discharge or otherwise puninstayple
found remiss in his duties, provided at least three members are present when the award is made.

L A History of Police in England WL Melvilldee 1901 reprint Kessinger Rare Reprints 2012 page 275
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Borough constables are given powers to act in the county as well as in the toweraadthorised

not only to apprehend disorderly persons at ame,t but during the night may take bail by
recognisance from persons brought before them for petty misdemeanours, such recognisance to be
conditioned for the appearance of the parties before the magistrate.

In September 1863, which wouleladto the beginningof a democraticallyelectedandaccountable
localgovernmentRepresentativesould go onto servenotonly theinterestsof

Almost 30 years laterniSeptembef863Queen Victoria signed the Royal Charter of Incorporation
and Reigate became ancorporated borouglencompassing ReigatRedhill, and the districts of
Meadvale Earlswood Woodhatch, Tollgatand SoutiPark Merstham and Heey werenot in the
Borough There soon followedhe creation of the Borough of Reigate's own police force in 1864
under the direct control of the Watch Committeieh the mayor as chairman. There is no evidence
of obvious conflicts recorded between the chief constable of the county and the Reigate counc
There are n@apparenteferences as to why the Borough adopted its own police force. It may well
have been because they could and there was most likely an element of corporation pride.

The charter would completely change the dynamics of the towchwip until 1863 had beemnled
under a feudal system which had two lords of the manor running affairs. At the tingsighningof
thecharter thelordsof themanorhadopposedhelocalcampaigrfor municipalborough status being
granted to Reigatas it threatenetheir gripon power.

The police were seen as a branch of the corporation with limited authority granted to the head
constable or, as he was to become known, the chief congfBiiedesignation chief constable and

head constable were interchangeable for most of the life ofafoeidh police.)There was a huge
difference between the background, authority and independence of action of a county chief constable
and the head of a bmugh police. County chiefs were not normally police officers, frequently military
men, often on a social level with the county quarter sessions magistrates with whom they worked and
to whom they were ultimately responsible. Borough chiefs were invanalilye officers and in the

early days where forces had very few members, they were usually sergeants or inspectors from
another area arriving on promotion. For the ambitious a career path of promotion in the police evolved
allowing officers to transfer foadvancement across the country from the Metropolitan Police,
countiesor boroughs?

A superintendent was appointed1864at £90 p.a. plus quarters, a sergeant ati/eek aneight
constables at 18A week. The firstheadconstable was George ft&ird who lasted only ninéays

and was succeeded by George Rogers who held theupbstMay 1888 serving 24 years as
chief. The station house was at 3, Carlton Terrace, Redhill, alongside the Market Hall, but as there
were no lockup facilities prisoners had to be catered for elsewhere until a house in West Street,
Reigate, was rented at £25 p.a. with the cellar converted to two cells

2 http://www.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htm
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In Augustof 1864considerationvasgivento siteacentralpolicestationnearS h a Warrseand land
for the purpose was purchased from Mr. Waterldhe project never got underay and the land
deal was eventuallseversed.

The head constable was the only senior officer of a body of men that the Watch Committee of the
town council had almdute power to select, direct and dismsswers in the county held by the chief
constable® There were in most borough forces inspectors who acted as deputy to the head constable
and were normally career police officers.

Within the Reigate Borough the early head constable as he was referred to, attended formal meeting
very regularly with the Wah Committee and he wrote up his reports to them, in long hand in a bound
volume. The results of hitheughisoreegleie mdghe bowelsrofehe o r t
town hall the minutes of these meetings may have surviMegtre is little doubt @t in addition to

the formal meetings the mayor or chairman of the Watch Committee would have frequent contact
with the police officers. The chairman or mayor was also a magistrate and would see the police
officers regularly as they appeared in court geegses. Micromanagement was the nibtime head
constable even having to formally beg the permission of the Watch Committee to purchase new toilet
seats for the cell&A PC was disciplined for not saluting a member of the Watch Committee!

Being a branch focorporation government, the police officers, including the head constable, were
given a variety of tasks, which today would be seen as local authority functions. The list is long, but
this had advantages. It kept the officers busy but better still gived them in all aspects of the
community from cattle markets to shops, the sale of petroleum products to weights and measures.
Many of these functions attracted fees, which were used to counterbalance the costs of running the
police in the borough.

The dscipline in early police forces was harsh and restraint upon the private life of the constable was
by todaydés standards extremely intrusive. Dr
officers across the country lost their jobs for drinking on dogmng found on licensed premises or
even working there. Reigate had its share of discipline problems including the loss of a newly
appointed chief officer who committed fraud in his last police force and ended up in prison. Officers
had to wear their uform both on and off duty and were unable to leave the borough without
permission. They had no days off for some years and annual leave was very limited and even on
leave, some forces insisted the constable reports to the police station where he ig $jehdiiday

in case they needed his help!

Being Borough men had advantages over the county. The men could put down roots, bring up their
families and be close to parents and their extended families. If theydisenglined,they could not
asin the county, be forced to pack up and move house at their own expense. County men moved
frequently. There were always exceptions, but many moved their homes and families every two or
three years or even two or three times in a year! A borough man had pavemeetemarsbme

SCarolyn Steeedman APolicing the Victorian Communityod |
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lighting whereas the county man walked 20 miles a day often in mud and the dust of a hot summer
day.

It was a harsh life, but these were usually big tough men who no doubt resolved many issues with
their hands around a dark corner. Not for trerdless paperwork!

Examples of the motto on cap badges:

;\\\\\\\\\} -7

et s e vdnsnssnnndng

A copy of a chief constableds cap badg:¢
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Part of the window above the original Municipal Buildings entrance, depicting the arms of the original
Borough of ReigateThe castle represents Reigate Castle and the shield above is that of William de
Warenne who built the original Reigate Castle in the 11th century. The background to the arms is an

oak tree.

The motto of Reigate Borough Police that appeared on some dgpsbd\ever Wonne Ne Never
Shall” refers to the victory of the men of Holmesdale over the Danes which supposedly took place in
the late 9th century at a site between modern day Merstham and Redhill, known as Battlebridge.

In August of 1864 consideration was given to the siting of a central police station near Shaws Corner
now on the A25 close to Redhilind land for the purpose was purchased from Mr WateriGue

project never got under way and thad dealwas eventuayl reversed.A new police station was

built alongside the Market Hall in 1866 and became the headquarters for the two Reigate's

station remained, although it was moved from West Street to premises between the Public Hall and
the Congregational Chein. The title of Superintendent of Police was changed to Head Constable in

1870.
7
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Reigate Municipal Buildings, housing the Town Hall on the left with the police station and court
sideon the right

Entrance to the court and police station at Reigate Towhlall

Cherchefelle was the original name fopart of Reigate. The house itself was built by Thomas
Scawen of Great Doodm the site of an Inn called the 'Five Bells' that closed in 1770. For a time
during the first part of the twentieth century it served as the Offices of the East Surrey Gas Company.
Then from 1943 to 1972 it housed Reigate Police Station. It is nowaspigsidential purposes. The
building is grade Il listedBelow isCherchefelleReigate Police Statich

4 Painting owned by Mrs Lesley Saundaiislow of Trevor whose father worked in the Borough as a county officer
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Cherchefelle former Reigate Police Station replaced by the police station on the main road
between Reigate and Redhilin 1972
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Redhill Police Station, London Road
In 1863ReigateTown Councilbecamea boroughby Royal Charter

1864:Constables were restricteég not being allowed to go beyond the borough boundary when off
duty without the consent of the superintendent or the nag@striction which was standard for other
borough and county police officers. A further common restriction was the men had to wear their
uniform on or off duty. Saluting was the rule when constables or sergeants met the head constable,
the inspector memiog of the town council, their clerks and all Justices of the Peace and their clerks.

1864 November5 Riots Reigate: The Watch Committee minutes for the county constabulary of
November 1864, authorised the Superintenderthiy,newhat o r epl ace one dest
in Reigate®

George Rogers Chief Constable Reigate

5BernardBrown 1987 T IReigateP o | ibaliev@dnotpublished six pages
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1864.Discipline was invoked whel?C Stovell was fined for miscondu&C Dashwood, and later

PC Stovell were discharged (reason not given), PC Foss was reprimanded and later fined five
shillings, PC Ison was told to be more respectful and faterned one dayo6és pay,;
convicted of stealing, and PC Serjeant was reprimandd@fposing an imma articleo ®

1865: Drink was the downfall of several PCs of the Reigate Borough Police including in 1865 PCs
Baugh and Beddington were dismissed for being drlnk.

Inspector Miller of the Surrey County Constabulary, lately stationed at Reigate, who has been
dismissed the Force, after a long and meritorious service, for subscribing to a newspaper termed the
Police Service AdvertiseAnd whether, in his opinion, the alleged groundlisinissal is justifiable;

if not justifiable, whether he will recommend the reinstatement of Inspector MMler&athorne

Hardy said, in reply, that he had no authority whatever over the county constabulary, which was
placed under the magistrates of twnty. It appeared, from inquiries made in consequence of the
guestion of the Hon. Gentleman, that a man named Miller was dismissed by the chief constable of
the Surrey Constabulary, who had absolute power to dismiss him, under, of course, the lawful
auhority of the magistrates. The justices, however, he understood, were about to investigate the case.

1866:A new police stationwas built alongside the Market Hall in 1866 and became the headquarters
for the two towns.Reigate's station remained, althbugwas moved from West Street to premises
between the Public Hall and the Congregational Church?®

PC 4 James King, Reigate Borough Policdater Inspector

1866 James King:Born in Chipstead, Surrey on 26th January 1840. Hebaptised in théarish

Church on February 23, 1840. His father was also James King, born about Mé&fsiham; an
agricultural labourer and his mother was Elizabeth Dodd, born about Jd@i&yn Chipsteaddn
February ¥, 1866, he joined the Reiga@®rough Police as PC No But he resigned from his post
about a year | ater. The Wadnfirdtcla€sp emmpoké¢epJaneesno f f er
the servicea stratagenthat seemedhot to work asthereis an entryin 1869whenheis backin the

force.

1869April 29: PC King from 3™ to 2"d classi in thefirst threemonthsno complaintshavebeermade
againshimi havingpreviouslyserved 8 months in this Force? 11

He married Susan Merritt dlay 6, 1867 ands recorded in the indexes of the Reidaistrict. (They
could have married in Chipstead, but only a marriage certificate will shofad¢t)atSusan Merritt
was born in Old Alresford, Hants in January 1842 and christened jratts church on Februay
1842. The 1871 census placed PC James King and Susdheiittivo sons were living in Linkfield

8 hitp://www.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htm

" http://www.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htm

8 http://www.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htm

9 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart

10 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
11 http://www.redhiltreigatehistary.co.uk/police.htm
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Street, Redhill. His widowed father, meanwhile, wdedger, boardingat LancetsCottagein
Chipstead. Helied soorafterthecensus

On September 211874,James King was promoted to Acting Sergeant and confirmed as Sergeant
James King on 8th February 1875 (He was 35 years old). About this time, the King family would
have moved into one of the newly built houses in Cromwell Road, Redhill. They linednaer 71

and later at 73. The family remained in Redhill, at least until 1891. When James King was promoted
to Police Inspector in September 1893, that event may have occasioned their move to live in Reigate.

James King retired in November 1898 (58 yezl§ having served for thirty years in his second
employment with the Borough Police. He was presented with an illuminated testimonial, on vellum

in an oak frame, and hand illustrated in gold, silver and blended colours. The Surrey Mirror raised a
public testimonial fund for James King, which amountedto £2286 d. James Ki ngos
which is reported as being an active time, lasted for just over 30 years and he died on Sunday, January
7,1929 19 days short of his 8%irthday. His funeralsergsie t ook pl ace in St. |
in Reigate on Thursday January"liollowed by burial, with his wife Susan, in Reigate Cemetery.

Inspector James King

1869: The office of High Constabl®r Borough police forces was formally abolish&d.

1869 Report to Borough of Reigate Watch Committeby George Rogers Chief Superintend(la3nt.

12 A History of Police in England WL Melvilldee 1901 reprint Kessinger Rare Reprints 390
13 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
12


mailto:938at938@gmail.com

RobertBartlett 14 April2022

(I't is unusual at that time to see a referen

Constabulary had a designated senior superintendent who wee aff charge of the Guildford
Division and designated deputy chief constable for the force.)

The earliest conduct bodér Reigate Borough Police starts in 1869 and the archivist at Surrey Police
HQ is unaware of an earlier volume in existence. Nortbeéntries in the earliest volume state that
officers transferred from Surrey Constabul#ty.

The original Reigate police statioris shownleft of the church in Reigate High Street®

1869 5 February: The late PC Chapman who wdsmissedby the Watch Committee has left the
neighbourhoodaking with him two pairs of police trousers two pairs of boots and a police lamp and
for whom George Rogstheld a warrant for his apprehensin.

1869 February 5:The Head Constable asked the Watch Committee to order a sergeeonsiadle
to move from the police station so he could have the premises put in propebefatehe and his
family moved in.’

1869 April 1: A burglary at the old church in Reigate was reported to the Watch Comastiees
asecondn StMatthewsChurch;from boththe contentsof offertory box weretaken.'8

1869April 1: Fire atFeatherston€ottagesyWarwick Townreportedo the WatchCommitteelt was
putout by two constables and neighbours whilckets of water’

14 uke Franklin Surrey Police HQ email to author June 82012

15 Picture Alan Moore

16 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Supenmt8ade CC98/22/11

17 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11

18 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
13
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1869 April 29: PC King from 39to 2d classi in the first three months no complaints hdeen
madeagainstim i hehaving previoushserved 18 monthis this Force.?®

1869 April 29: Head Constable visited the Marquis of Granby Public House, Water SReskill
and inspected to see itfwas suitable for a Common Lodging House. The HEadstablealso
inspected premises licensedsell petroleunt?

1869April 29: A referencds madeto Warwick Town Police Stationand ReigateStation?®
(Warwick Town becameRedhill)

1869 June 11The Force was inspected by Captain Willis the Government Inspecanstabulary
on the 27 May and expressed himself perfectly satisfied with the appeardineeen, theclothing
andbooks budissatisfied withthe police station atReigate?!

1869 September3: 1869 8 October the Head Constable reported to the Watch Committee an
attempted break at the house of Mr Hardy of Rooks Wood near the Croydon Road Setendber
1869. Theravas no tracef theperson(s) responsible

1869 October 8P C Charl es Bennet was fined onebeshayds
found on the morning of the 6 September 1869 by Police Sergeant Townsend ingitht¢tideart
tap drinking at 1245am whilst atuty. 22

18690ctober 8: Mark Deacam aged 2iwastakeninto the Force by orderof the mayor.?

1869 October 8:The Head Constable asked the Watch Commiitteevo more constablesduring

the winter months in consequence of the large increase of new buildings and new streets and roads
and the rough class of labourer working on the new buildings, at the asylum and sewer works. Also
for the purpose gbreventing the numerous robberieghat are taking place nightly. It was nearly

five years since two men were added to the streftth.

1869 October 8:The Head Constable asked the Watch Committee for two more constabites
thewintermonthsin consequencef thelargeincreasef newbuildingsandnewstreetand roads and
the rough class of labourer working on the new buildings, at the asyluseama works. Also, for
the purpose of preventing the numerous robberies that are takingighabe It wasnearly fiveyears
sincetwo menwere added tthestrength2®

1869Decemberl10: PC CharlesBennettwasdisciplinedanddismissed?®

19 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Commnttey George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11

20 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
21 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
22 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
2 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
24 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rodeed Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11

25 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
26 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
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1869Decemberl10: PC CharlesRadbourndo receivehis full pay, he beingon thesick list for last
monthand3/6dbeingstoppedOrderedby the WatchCommittee’’ (He died Februani870)

1869 December 10The Head Constable asked the Watch Committee to have traps ampdipiahs
the closets in the police cells at the police station Warwick Town in consequetiee affensive
smellarising from them at times. Watch Committee agreed the fitting oiplmn pans?®

1870:The title of Superintendent of Police was changed to Head Constable with additibeslas
Inspector of Common Lodging Houses and Weights and Meadumesvasnot unusual and in fact
was far fewer responsibilities than the similar post for Guildford BoroBglice. County
superintendents also heddch responsibilities?

In these early years, hours and conditions were onerous, as were thiegud® P Cve the
borough without permission, nor to be in the borough out of uniform whether on aruotf anil
the behaviour of the locals left something to be desired, for in May of 188&dkeh Committee
resolvedi T htleeHeadConstabldakestepsto renderthe High Streetmore orderlyon aSaturday
evening. o

1870 March 20: A gratuity of £10 was paid from the superannuatioriund to the widow of PC
Radbourne who died on the 24 February having served 2 years and 4 months. A replzmestedrie
for PC Radborngas appointed othe 17 March.3°

1870 29 JuneA burglary in a house where entry was gained through the billiard roomigeuc
and billiard balls stolen. Natetected3!

1870 September 13Premises at the rear of the post offic&kieigate were broken into bobthing
was stolen. Undetectéd

1870 September 13The Head Constable reported to the Watch Committee a burgldRgigate
Hill whereentryto ahousewasmadethroughthe drawingroomwindow aftercuttinga hole was cut
through the shutters. The burglars also broke through the dining rooract@ssing downstairs but
were disturbed after being heard by the householder and madedbae with a table cover. PCs
Deacon and Roser of the County Constabulary stopped atthe corner of Wray Lane with the
stolen table cover. On Deacon taking his prisoner dBeigate Hill towards the police station he
was met by another man who was supposed todoafa@derat®f the manhehadin custody.Near
the Yew TreePublicHouse the constablevasknockeddown and bothmen madeheir escape. The
criminals havenot beenfound 32

27 Report Borough of Reiga Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
28 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
29 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintended€S8/22/11

30 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
31 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
32 Report Borough of Reigate Wat€lommittee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11

33 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
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1870 November 12 The Head ConstableGeorgeRogersat 8.45amat the houseof Mr Eastora
bricklayer of War wi ck Ro aaeandadethale l\fing deadhesfrord
room upstairs and who had supposed to have died from the effects of poisocordher was
informed, and a description of the deceased was passed to the whol®letriygolitanPoliceand

to theChiefConstablesf EastandWestSussexlt wasfoundthatthedeceased were Robert Walker a

pot man of the White Horse PH at L{&ent), and the female wadarthaHelenMasonahousemaid,

alsoof theWhite Hart, Leewho hadabscondedfomtheronthe4Nov e mber . 6 An i
on the 16 November with a verdict that the fpreoson$ad poisoned themselves whilsaimunsound
stateof mind. 34

1870November 16. TheHeadConstableaeportedto the WatchCommitteePC William Picketame
on duty drunk at 3pm on the 25 October and was entered in the discipliné¥%8ek20 December
1870 below.)

1870November18: DoubleSuicideRedhill: AninquestvasheldattheWarwick ArmsHotel,Redhill
touchingthe deathof the youngmanandwomanwho werefound deadin the bedroonat Warwick
Road, Warwicktown. George Rogers, superintendent of the Reigate Bor@alite said he found

the bodies at Mr Eastonds housNovIBfin whechhoth h i
peoplebeingweary of life hadagreedo die by poisonandaskedhatGod forgive two unhappy lovers.

The poison had been bought in the neighbourhood. Botdleteasetiadbeenin servicein theWhite
HorsepublichouseatLeein Kent. Thejury returned verdict oftemporary insanity?®

1870December20 PCPickett was suspended aresigneds’
1871PCLewis wasdismissed fodrinking with poachers3®

1871January 4. The HeadConstablaeportedto the WatchCommitteethatthreerecruitshadbeen
appointed?3?

1871 February21: The Head Constable sought a salary increase from the Watch Comanitiee
workloadwas increasingaused byhe evergrowingnumber ofprisoners.

1867144 prisoners
1868151 prisoners
1869189prisoners

1870 255prisoners

34 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
35 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
36 | eeds Mercury 18 November 1870
87 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
38 http://www.redhiltreigat-history.co.uk/police.htm
3% Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers SCC CC98/22/11
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The HeadConstable Mr Rogers reported that since moving to the station house in 186&dée of
taking charges, duties of attending night charges and attending to prisoneiactesed
significantly. By moving to the station, the corporation have saved they sdsergeantr constable
and saved30 ayear for renand gasat hislatehome.*°

1871Novemberl5: At 1245antherewasafire atthe TemperanceHotel, Holmesdald&RoadReigate.

The Head Constable Rogers was informed, and he called out thBrigagle beforgoing to the

scene. The hotel was completely gutted, and the cause was unknown. Raossgalued at about
£900#

1871the establishmentf ReigateBoroughPolicehadincreasedo sixteen?

1871 Decembed6: A burglary at the shop ofvatchmaker a jeweller Mr Cooper betwekpm and
7am. The burglars(s) took out a small pane of glass from the back door puténg émough and
unbolting the top bolt. A quantity of jewellery was stolen details of wkiehe circulated in the
Police Gaette. Mr Rogers made enquiries assisted by the Metrop@oteoe and the City of
London Police, but the crime remainedundetected PC WilliamBucklandwas on théveat. 4

1872February 1: Stolenbetweer?pmand9pmfrom thebedroonof Mr PearceTheBrokesReigate
Hill a large quantity of jewellery. Entry was via the bedroom window by a laddevdkabn the
premises. Enquiries by Mr Rogers assisted by the London Police; the propexirculased
throughoutEngland. Undetected*

1872 February 6. Burglary at the New Inn public house, Brighton Road between 1.3@amd
Stolenwasawriting deskand £27in gold from kitchenalongwith someold clothing. 4°

1872February 7: Burglary at the premises of Mr Millen, watchmaker and jeweS¢ationRoad,

Redhill between 1.30 and 8am. A large quantity of jewellery was stolen. Entry wagdking a
pane of glass in the back door, forcing a parlour door (not worried by theré&rgeer dog) and
entered the shop. Property was also stolem ftases in the window. PBucklandwas on théoeat.

Undetected®

1872 Junel6: Robbery at the house of Mr Drinkwater, Richmond Villa, Gatton Rudéakwick
Town whena £10 note was stolen,£14 in silver and 6 shillings in copper.Entry wasvia a small
window at therearof thepremises. Undetecteéd

1872 Decembed 9: Stolen from the bedroom of the home of Mr Brown esq., of Woodetisteen
4pmand6pmaquantityof jewellery.Entrywasviathefrontdoor,thenupstairdakinga jewel box and

40 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
41 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watchnitee

42 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart

43 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart

44 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart

45 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
46 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
47 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
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tea caddies into the spare room from where exit was made via a winddheset@anda. Undetected
48

1873saw the head constable granted an adahdti on
horseh i r €% o

1873February 6: Stolenbetweenllpmand?7.30amfrom the kitchenof Mr RogerMo s t lyousé s
of Redhill when cutlerytablelinen and food werstolen.>°

1873 Octoberl6: Statisticsfor the year 29 September 1873 persons proceeded against
136 males and 4f&males6 committals fortrial
103malesand29 femalesconvicted
149(sic) committedto prisonfor differentterms 5t

1873 November30: Mr Elston of Chillmead Farm, Nutfield was violently assaulted rantdbedon
thefootpathCopyholdFarmat5.20whilst returninghomefrom chapel.Thesuspeds well knownto
the policeand will shortly beapprehended?

1873Decemberl3: A burglary at the home of Mr Martin, Oxford Road, Warwick Town; stolen was
a quantity cutlery. The crime was believed to have been committed by a ¥famp.

1874PCWhiteland waglismissed o r  dobnelin ahguseof Il f a m¥ 6 .

1874 January 29: Cutlery was stolenfrom the dining room table of Mr ThomasNorth of Wray
Commonsupposedly by hawker selling brooms$®

1874 Novemberl9: Crime figures for year ending 29 September 1874:

11 indictable offences against 7 in 1873

9 prisoners sent fdrial 1 3 discharged for want of evidence 168 people summarily as
against 179 in 1873

4 for aggravated assault on women and children

8 for obstructing police

14 common assaults

1 security to keep the peace

4 for cruelty to animals

48 Surrey CountyArchives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee

49 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart

50 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee

1 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee

52 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee

53 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee

54 http://iwww.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htm

55 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
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53 for drunkenness
7 maliciously destroying fence$

1875: Oneofficer wasappointeddetectiveconstableén with a payincreaseof 2s6d >’

1875: Became the rule that the Treasury provided half the cost for pay and clothing prinaged
wereinspected and reportadficient. 58

1875May 12: Burglary(describedsarobbery)betweer2-4 pmhouseof Mr Harris,NutfieldHouse,
Wray Park when cutlery was stoléf.

1875May 29: Cutlerystolenfrom ahousein Wray Park Road®

1875 June3: Robbery (more modern terousebreaking or burglary) betweed@m in thedrawing
room of Mr Daniel Taylor of Linkfield Lane. Stolen was a champagne jug, threadéssandother
property HeadConstabldRogersattendedheburglaryandthenhiredahorse andartto goin pursut

of thethief. NearCaterhanmhe stoppedwo menon suspicion puttheymade their escape but nearly
all the property was recovered.

1875 August 15:Sacrilege S t Matt hewdés Church, War wi cdad Town
10am and theontents of theffertory box stolen®?

1875 Octoberl8 Mr R orgperts at dis regular meeting with the Watch Committee that two men
were detained ne#ingston and were found to be the two men who ran off from Rogers at Caterham
on the 3Junelast. They nowstand committec?®

1875 Octoberl8 The Head Constable in his book of handwritten notes for the VGaiaimittee
asks:fi klsobegto askthe committeeto issuean orderto the force prohibiting theconstablegrom
appearingn plain clotheswhen off duty unlessby permissionof the superintendent (also Rogers)
and they should at all times appear in uniform when iBtieer o W*g h . 0

18750ctober 18: Thereportto the WatchCommitteeincludedthe weekly pay bill of £27.5s2 %2d
making an annudbtal for pay £355 0s 5 %%°

1876February 15: A referencas madein R o g enotestd DetectiveConstableleffrieswho, onthe
9 March 1876is appointecas detectivsergeanwith 1/6d added to hipay.®®

56 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
57 A PictorialHistory of the SurreyConstabulanGerry Middleton Stewart
58 A History of Policein EnglandWL Melville-Lee 1901reprintKessingeiRareReprintspage391
%% Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
80 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
61 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
62 Surrey Countyrchives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
83 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
64 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
85 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
%6 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
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1876 Junel2: At 10am a lady was robbed loér purse containing ten shillings, by two nie@hurch
Walk, Reigate®’

1876June 15:Property stolefirom abedroomin the Swan HotelReigate®®

1876 July 13:Housebreaking between 1.45 and 2.30pm at Hillfiéddise when cutlery wastolen
from the dining room into which entry was gained through a window. Enquiri&upgrintendent
RogersandDetectiveSergeanfeffriesbutthecrime remainedundetected %°

1876 September 7Fraud Redhill: Surregessions Newington Causeway: Thomas Wadgmd 49

an agent was indicted for obtaining by false pretences from the proprietorRéitivay Hotel the

sum of £3.1s 4d. He stayed at the hotel running up a bill of £4.18s setll¢cthe bill gave a cheque

for £10 on the Leicester Bank, which on being presentedlishenouredA warrantwasissuedfor

his arrest,andhewasdetainedn Scarborough.Foundguilty by the jury. Superintendent Rogers of

the Surrey County Constabulary stated that the accused was wanted for 76 similar frauds. He was
sentenced to twelve months hard labdbr.

1879: The officers were obviously extremely zealous in performing thdies as the annuegport
for 1879 reveals that 6196 dood¥s and 81 windo

Reigate Police 1879 Carlton Place Police Station by the Market Hall in Redhill
Strength of 19 men with Head Constable Rogers on the left in a tdmat’?

57 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
% Surrey CountyArchives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
89 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
701876 7 September Morning Post
"L A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart
2 http://iwww.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htm
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Murder of George Noakes
1880 April 26: Ann Noakes (36) was indicted for the wilful murdeMdilliam George Noakes3

Amy Risbridger. | am a laundress, and a single woman. | have removed from 91, Cromwell Road,
Redhill, to 101. | have known the prisoner, who is a widow, for some time, and had worked with her
four months. She was a laundress, and lived in the Croydon Road, Reigates had &jur children,

the youngest of whom, the deceased, was, | think, 16 months old. As far as | saw, she was always a
kind, affectionate mother to them. On Saturday, 31st January, | was at work for her and saw her. | did
not see anything in her condititimat attracted my notice. On the Monday | went to her house again

at 8 a.m. She was down in the kitchen, and the deceased was playing with his brother. We all had
breakfast, and she asked me to go out and take some clothes home for her that had béeh washe
returned to the house and went out again to take out her weekly books. When | came back about
10.30,she asked me to sweep up the kitchen. We had some lunch and she told me that she had seer
the child's father, a man named Jenkins, and that he wouglipport the child. She also said if she

could not have the childfather,she would not havanyone and would make off with herself. She

told me that she took Nelly that is the next youngest child to the deceased, to Mrs. Knight's at Redhill.
She hadnade observations of the same character to me before, as to making off with herself, more
than three or four times. When | was going home mfht, she said to me "Goedoye, Emmie," she

called me Emmie, "you will not see naaymore if | don't have the fuild's father, | won't have no

one." And she said that Jenkins was corresponding with a girl in the Cromwell Road. She said that
she had been to the superintendent's office and asked if she could swear the child; those are in
substance the observations si&de to me.

After having lunch on this Mondayorning,l went out about 10.45 to collect her someney and

take home some clothes to the lady she washed for. She gave me two letters to post, I think | should
know them again, | can't read but | thinksbdproduced are the two; | took them with me. Aseht,

she said, "Goodbye, Emmie, you won't see naaymore" When | got in the front gate she said to

me, "Make haste back and then we will go down the town together." She seemed in great trouble
about he child, she never appeared in any other trouble that | could see. There was nothing unusual
abouther whenl left her that morning. She said she was going out for two or three days to frighten
the child's father, she did not say when she was goisgd,|"Don't talk like that, better days are
coming, and summer as well." | said that when she said | should not seg/hmreand it was after

that shesaid,"Make haste back." | was gone about an hour and a half: | forgot to post the letters. She
had given me the money to put stamps on them. | returned to the house about 12.30. | went to the
back door and found it looked. | then went round to the front doditlzat was locked also. | then

went in next door to Mrs. Smith's, and after what she sarketbwent back to the back door. | found

the key of the back door in a window close by.

| opened the door and wemt andwent downstairs into the kitchen. Wheéneft the house,the
deceased child was in the kitchen in the cradle, not undressed. There was no one in the kitchen when
| returned, the cradle was there but the child's clothes were not. | found a letter on the table, and a

73 http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/forms/formMain.j2 8800426428
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blue envelope similar to thifproduced, as far as | can judge this is the envelope. | took the letter
round to Mrs. Smith. | then came back to the house with her and looked over the house. | found all
the doors open except the prisoner's bedroom door on the first floor that Wwed. Ibthen went
downstairs with Mrs. Smith and went outside to find some assigtaneenent into Mr. Parsons's.
Amongst other persons | saw Mr. Pym and Mr. Horneybrook.

| gave the letter to Mr. Pym, he read it and handed it to Mr. Horneybrook to read, and he read it and
handed it back to me. | afterwards gave it to Constable Stenning. Mr. Pym and Mr. Horneybrook went
into the house witime andwvent to the bedroom door. &ftly afterwards Brown, the carpenter, came

and burst open the door. | did not go in. Stenning, the constable, arrived shortly after. He went into
the room and Dr Stone also when he arrived. About an hour and a half afterwards, after the doctors
had gone| went into the room. | saw the prisoner there in bed. The doctor had attended to her then.

| saw her throat was bandaged up, | did not speak to her or she to me, her eyes were shut, she neve
spoke at all. It was about three or four o'clock. | did nowkmdnether she was asleep or not. | gave

the two letters that | had had to post to Stenning.

Robert Brown. | am a carpenter, living in Meath Vale, Redhill. On Monday, 2nd February, between
12 and 1, | was fetched to this house in the Croydon Road, Rdigate Mr. Horneybrook outside,

and we went into the house and went upstairs together. | tried the bedroom door first, and then forced
it open and went into the room. | saw the prisoner and the child in bed, and blood on the bedclothes.
| did not make any»amination or touch the clothes. | stayed in the room till the constable came, and
Dr Stone afterwards.

Herbert Stone. | am M.R.C.S. practising at Reigate.On the 2nd February, between 12 and 1, |
was called to this house in the Croydon Road. | went tipetbedroom on the first floor and | found

the prisoner in bed, with her infant child lying beside her, lying obliquely across the bed with its face
turned towards its mother. | found the child's throat was cut; there was a deep incised wound running
acros the neck, chiefly on the right side; it was deepest on the right side, and wounded the internal
jugular vein;it was quite dead, and the extremities were commencing to be cold. It had been dead
perhaps an hour. It was nearly 1 o'clock when | was theeewBluind had been inflicted from right

to left, | should say. The knife had evidently entered on the right side, the depth of the wound was
there, and the tail of the wound seemed to be on the left side.

| found the prisoner's throat was also cut; it wasoezontal cut in the neck, quite superficial,
wounding only the skin and superficial tissues. She seemed in a weak state, but quite conscious. She
answered me immediately | spoke to her. The wound had not bled a great deal, not sufficient to cause
fainting or anything of that kind. | found this knife lying on the floor by the side of the bed on which
the woman lay. | handed it to the constable; it was wet with fresh blood. The wound on the prisoner's
neck was such as might have been selfinflicted. | d&téro it. Two other doctors arrived and assisted

me. | considered it necessary to put a straight jacket on her, to prevent her doing farther injury to
herself. | feared she might tear out the stitches of the wound or tear off the dressing. | hadugtitched
the wound. | asked her why she had injured her child. She said that it was in order that it might not
fall into the hands of that man. She also asked me to give her something to put her out of her misery.
I made no reply. This conversation took placenediately after | had examined the child and herself.

It was in consequence of that request of hers that | thought it necessary to put the straight jacket on
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her. | had never seen her before to my knowledge; the death of the child was from haemorrhage from
the wound.

John StenningPoliceman18 Reigate Borough Police:l was called to the prisoner's house on 2nd
February, a little before 1 o'clock. | went into the room before the doctor arrived. The prisoner and
child were in the same position as when the doctor arrived, the position which he has described. As
soon ad went into theroom, | put my hand on the child's face and found it was dead. It was quite
warm. | went round to the other side of the bed, where the prisoner was lying, and took hold of her
hand. She said, "Oh, don't touch me! It is all through thatiailed man." | told her to keep herself

quiet. She said nothing more at that time. When the daotived,he handed me this knife. Before |

went into the room the witness Risbridger handed me these three letters. | afterwards gave them to
the superintetient. | went back to the room in the afternoon and stayed there. The prisoner made no
further statement to me that day. | was not present when the superintendent charged her. About ten
o'clock next morning she said to me, "It is all through Jenkins; | bege good and kind to him." |
cautioned her, as | saw she was going to speak. She was removed to the infirmary on Tuesday, the
3. | believe | was there with the nurse on Monday from 3 o'clock in the afternoon till 11 o'clock at
night, and she did not spk. | was there on Tuesday from 8 till hp#st 12 o'clock. The straight
waistcoat and the stitching on her throat were still on her.

George Rogersl am superintendent of the Reigate Borough Policel have produced the three
letters, which were handed me by Stenning. About 2 o'clock on Monday, 2nd February, | went to

the house and saw the prisoner. | went by the side of the bed to her and said, "Mrs. Noakes, do you
know me?" Her eyes were partly shut and partly open. She made no answer and towie nictimex

told her who | was. She opened her eyes and made a sort of nod, as much as to say she knew me.
knew her before. She had been to my station three or four times respecting this child. | think she came
first about three weeks before the deatthefchild. When she told me the age, | told her she was too
late to take proceedings, but she had better apply to the Magistrate's Clerk. She was in a very excited
state each time she came. When | found that she knew me on the Monday | cautionecthesual th

way, and told her she would be charged, or rather, | charged her with the murder of her illegitimate
child, then lying in the next room. She made no answer. | went into the next room, and then returned
into her bedroom. She then said she was gorny but should not have done it if it had not been for

that wicked man Jenkins.

| have been bng-time superintendent at Reigate. | knew nothing of the prisoner before she came to
my office about the summons. | knew she was living there, and emplgyeeople of position and
distinction, and was very much respected. She appeared to be\adnkiray, industrious woman.

She came to me three or four times about the child. | think on the Friday night previous she came in
a very excitesgstate andgaid shecould not keep the child; she would give it to him. | told her she had
better not do that, or she might be taken for deserting the child. She said that Jenkins had promised
her marriage. | spoke to Jenkins about it, and reported the mattemi@aybe and, on an inquiry by

the authorities he was dismissed, the same night this occurred. He would no doubt have been called
upon to resign before that, because rtieyorhad called a Watch Committee three days previous.

She was very excited on all these oazasi When she last came, on the Friday, | thought she scarcely
knew what she was saying or doing. The child was in her arms; a clean, nice child. | told her not to
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be so excited, to keep her temper, that some steps would be taken. | should be in¢linkgdftorh
the way she was exciting herself that she was nopssidessed, or conscious of what she said.

Not Guilty on the ground of insanity at the time of the commission of the offence. Ordered to be
detained until Her Majesty's pleasure he known.

1880 8 May: Murder Reigate:Anne Noakes a widow aged 34 was charged with the wiifuider

of her child William aged 16 months. Mrs Noakes had three children living i@rihyalonRoadin
Reigatewhere she carried on the occupationof laundress.She was respectableand had a good
reputationuntil two or threeyearsagowhen shebecameacquaintewith a man named Jenkins a
constable in the Reigate Borough Police. It appears that Jérddpsomisedmarriagefollowing the

birth of ababyin Octoberl878butdelayedcontinuouslyor ayearwhenthetime passedhathewould
havebeenliable for the supportof the child. Hethenformedan associatiorwith anotherwomanand
expressetiisintentionof breakingof hisrelationshipvith Mrs Noakesvhowasfondly attachedo this
man.A few dayslatershewisheds e v e r a | of her -laycegguaamd asmaied $iliG
stand the scorn of hereighboursaanylonger.On February2 the door to the housewasfoundto be
locked,andsomepersons forced bpen. They found the prisoner and her child the latter dead, lying
on the bedwith theirthroatscut. Whenthewomanrallied, shesaid,ii T his alk throughthatwicked

ma nMrsoNoakes recovered from her injuries and was charged with murder. Skequdtsed on
thegrounds ofnsanity ancbrdered to beletained duringde r Ma jPleasurelf 6 s

1881 Sacrilege Redhill: At Southwark police court on Saturday Charles Gerdesedge aged 20 was
charged with breaking into a church in the Borough and steating fnoneyboxes. A Metropolitan

Police sergeant arrested him as he tried to run off. Mr George Rogers the Superintendent of the
Reigate police said that the prisoner was tried at the Guildford Assizes in July last and sentenced to
six months hard labour fdsreaking and entering the Congregational church at Redhill. He had
previously broken into another church in the county. Sent for trial.

1881 July 2 Surrey Mirror: King a labourer drunk, and incapable dealt with by PC Kiegjgate
BoroughPolicei sevendayshardlabourin defaultof paying10sfine includingcosts

1881 July 2 Surrey Mirror: John Jones dealt with by PC Lee Reigate Borough Policevabkgiven
agreatdealof troubleby thedefendantvhengoingto thelock-up. Fine 5sincludingcosts.

1881July 23 Surrey Mirror: Drunk: MargaretThomasBrighton Road,Redhill pleadedo drunk
andincapablea casebroughtby PC Lee.Her first offencefined anominal5sand5s costs.

1881 October 8 Surrey Mirror: Drunk: Mary Bennet charged with drunk axdsorderly inthe
Market Square refusing to be quiet and PC Lee obliged to take her into custody. Fim&dday's
imprisonment.

1881 October 29 Surrey Mirror: Sudden death Inquest held at The Admiral, Nutley LaRejgate
touching the death of 2earold young fellow who died suddenly in the streainalnight on the 24

" |llustrated Police News May 8, 1888
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October. PC Lovelace found the deceased lying on the path in a pololbdiwvhichwasflowing
from his mouth and nostrils. He at onceblew his whistle and obtainedhe assistance of Sergeant
Richards and PC Lee who ran for a doctor whose assistantasgoed and pronounced the man
dead. There were no external marks or signs of violenctnemody nor anything to indicate a
struggle. The victim had suffered from congimon anddeathdoubtlessesultedrom rupturedblood
vessel.Thejury returnedaverdictaccordingly.

1882: The formationof a new and separate constabulary in a borough with a populatessitfan
20,000was prohibited. Existing Boroughssuch as Reigatehowever,continuedundeithe Watch
Committee.”™

1882 May. Watch Committee resolvetl,hat the Head Constable take steps to render the High Street
more orderly on a Saturday evening

1884 October 4 Surrey Mirror: Drunk: Caroline Whitfield charged with drunkenness inHiggn
Street, Redhill owednesday at noon. Seen by PC Lee who obtained a stretcher hetédkehe
policestation. Fined 5and 5s costs or seven days.

1885:Inspector Frederick Howlett. 18851 1919: Came from the parish of Charing in Kent and
applied to join the Reigate Borgh Police on 7th May 1885. Aged twerdye and single he stood

five feet nine inches tall and had been a stableman. He gave his reason for wanting to change his
occupation agjetting too heavy for my workyresumably a reference to horse ridiffg.

5 A History of Police in EnglantivalesL Melville-Lee 1901 reprint Kessinger Rare Reprints page 391
76 Fatherin-law of PC Jock Masoi from the biography of PC Masdritp://www.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htm
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Recruits: To be eligible to join the Reigate Police Force candidates had to be between 20 and 30
years of age; stand at least 5' 8" without shoes; be able to read and write a legible hand; and be of
good character and strong constitution. He had to prosuigficates from at two weknown
respectable persons. In 1885 the starting pay wds&Xising to £14-9 after 6 months and to £

8 after two years.

1885 Reigate: Assauli Vicar: At the Reigate police court on Saturday Rev. Benjamin Stewart
Darbyshire was charged with having committed two assaults. In the first case Celia Tasker a nurse in
the defendantds service, stated that otkedhermas't
off a chair by a blow from his fist. He was said the girl in a violent temper and not sober. In the case
of the second case the defendant was accused of throwing a chopper at a boy the son of a solicitor.
He was fined 20s and bound over to kdeppeace.

1885 Reigate:The Reigate police are investigating the brutal and mysterious outrage, which was
committed last week upon a woman on the highway between the town and Chipstead. Mrs Sturgess
the wife of the gardener to Mr E Freshfield of Chipsteas returning from shopping at Reigate
when a young man who met her suddenly turned round and reduced her to insensibility by repeated
blows on the head, inflicting serious injuries. Mrs Fresh field has offered £100 reward.

1885 Reigate: Kidnap?The extraordinary narrative told by the girl Bertha Dennis as to her being
rendered insensible in a railway train by a woman placing a handkerchief over her face and then
conveying her to a house where she was kept closely confinedddy eleven weeks has been under
investigation by the Reigate police, who have made such enquiries as they think necessary and have
come to the conclusion not to pursue them any further without some better data to work on. In an
interview yesterday theirl repeated thstory,but it did not in some respects coincide with the story

told to a constable. The whole tale is so vague that the authorities do not attach much credence to it.

1885 April 30 Concealment Reigat&uperintendent Rogers from Reig8®rough Policavent to
Stowmarket to receive a prisoner Eliza Allard aged 19 who was then convejr=igttte. The
prisonerwho looked sad was brought before the mayor of Reigateon the 27 inst.,charged with
concealing the body of a male child. Tiwesoner worked as a kitchen maidtire serviceof Mr F
Pawleof Northcote Wray ParkRoadwhereshehadworkedfor afortnight. ”*

It was not known what her condition was. The defendant was unwell, and stains were Been on
clothing.Shewassentby cab toh e r  sHommet The@naysrordered aemand.”®

1886 April 5: Central Criminal Court trial of Constance Eliza Martin (%) the wilful murderof

her femalechild in Redhill. Gavebirth in a housewhereshewas a domesticleavinghat day and
heading home to Kent. In Leigh, Kent the body of a child was found in a lpagkageby theside
of theroad.Witnesses coultink the parcel tothe defendant?

" lpswichJournalApril 30,1885
8 |pswich JournalApril 30,1885
7 http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/forms/formMaiisp t18860405490
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Frank Frazer.| amaDoctor of Medicine. | sawthebodyof afemalechild on Sunday24thjanuary,

at the Railway Hotel at Penshurst, and found that it was a fully developed chiemeburished.
Externally it wasvery dirty; it had not been attended to since its birth. Oineilical cord had been
severed about an inch and a half from the child by a clean cut. dladsoved externally, about an

inch above the right eyebrow, a slight bruise, which was filltdd aclot, and the rim of the right ear

was lacerated, but very slightly. Beneath the leftteare were, two parallel wounds, the upper one

an inch and a quarter beneath the ear, anthahdrom it; that was superficial, simply cutting through

the skin, itwas a cut. The wounakeneatthatwasof aseverenature poneinchandaquartern length,
andforkedin appearancé;branched, and the fork looked outwards, away from the chin. That wound
cut through theskin and muscles and chief blood vessels, dowthe bone, it divided the carotid
artery, anccaused the child's death. In my opinion that was the cause of death. There was evidence
of it having bled considerably, the wound itself was full of blood, and there was blood outside the
wound, which was gjhtly gaping. On examination internally | found that the lungs had lireathed
through. The rest of the organs were healthy as far as | could see. | cannot splkiogiat the

blood that | found in the wound and outside, whether the wountdeunflicted after the child had
breathed or before, probably after. Looking at the condition ddirtigel can only say that thehild

had breathed.

The lungs were fully inflated. | think the wound must have been inflicted with a-shbtipg

instrument; a tableknife would do it. Somedegreeof violencewould be necessaryo inflict it. As to

the powerrequired,aneffort of 12 would be necessary, think, andthe point of the knifewould have
to be sharp. The child might live half a minute aftexr wound in the neck, whisbveredhecarotid,
notmore.

William Arthur F : | am one of th&ent Constabulary stationed at Penshurst. On 25#muary |
went to Edenbridge, and saw the prisoner there at her aunt's house, and saiMerégrou at
Penshurst and Leigh on Friday evening?" she said "Yes" | then told hestimtldl have to charge
her with the murder of her child, and cautioned her in the usual veay I'Whatever you say will
be given in evidence against you" She sHitispeak the truttshall | get off?" | said, "I don't know"
She then said "I put the child where it was found; | domgself;1 hadit in my bedroomat Mrs
Birkin's, at Redhill,andlI stuckit, with atable-knife; it lived about 10 minute8" | had sea her about
a fortnight before, at Christmas time, whshrewas at Leigh, and sheoked then as if sh&as in the
family way.

Edward Alfred Barnes.| am Superintendent of the Kent Constabulary at Tunbridge.l wasat
PenshursBtation when the prisoner was brought there by the last witness. | told hegubst was
being held at the public house on the body of the child and asked her to GmimtoShe said she
did not want to go, and would rather not; she said, "I told Rdrd thetruth, | don't want to say
anything more" That same evening she was taken from Penshiikgttiadge. | wrote the charge
down on a slate and read it over to her. The charge was thrirdéringher child in the parishof
Leigh,in Kent. Shesaid"No, it wasnotatLeigh, it wasatRedhill; | think it lived about ten minutes”
On the following morning, Tuesday, the 26th, josforethe Magistratesnet,shesentfor me,and
saidshehopedshewouldnothaveto saymuchwhen she got int@ourt. Later in the day she said, "The
young man who is the father of thkild promised to marry me after hop picking, he then threw me

27


mailto:938at938@gmail.com

RobertBartlett 14 April2022

up; my father is dead, myother is in service, | had nowhere to go, and did not know what to do; |
am very sorry if havedoneanything very wrong."

Eliza Birkin . | am a widow. | lived at Claremont Villa, Woodlands Road, Redhill, in Jatasiry
The prisoner came into my service as a domestic servant on 12th January this yearevibadly
seenher at Penshurstjn Kent, and had seenher aunt, Mrs Wheatley;there beforelengaged the
prisoner, | noticed that she was a peculiar figure. | did not speak to her albotl ispoke to her
aunt after she had been in my service a few days. After the 12tarydfound that she did not suit
me, and | gave her notice on the 18th, and said that | would tgetihdr another situation. | did not
tell her on what day she was to go, till Friday the 22ndparttiat day, about 10 o'clock in the
morning, | toldher she must leave that day. | had passgtedroomandnoticedmarksof bloodon
thefloor. | spoketo heraboutit andaskedherif itwas usual with her. She said, "Yes, once a fortnight.”
It was after that that | told her that simstleavethatday. Laterin the day my dograndownthe
gardenandcamebackagain.Theras a rubbiskheap at the bottom of the garden, and when the dog
came back his face was aller blood. When the prisoner saw the condition of the dog, | told her to
wash him. Sheasd, "He has been down to the rubbisbap, where | went this morning." About half
past twoo'clock | sent for a cab for her to go away, and she went in the cab to the station. | saw her
whensheleft andsawwhatluggageshetook with her. Shehadabox andthreeparcelsvrappedp in
paper. | cannot say what kind. | cannot give you any idea whether any of themangsieé. After
shehadgone,l wentdownto thegardento therubbiskheapandsawsomethinghere.l did notthink

it wasanythingat thattime, butl wentagainnextmorning,andl thoughit was a miscarriage. After
she went that day | went into her bedroom, but | saw no moréghaearlyin themorning.l looked
atthebed;it wasnot markedmuch,butit wasmarkedwithblood. When | say thsameday,| mean
theday that shéeft.

John Welfare. | live nearLeigh, in Kent. On Friday eveningthe22ndof January) wasgoinghome
towards Leigh, and about a quarter of a mile before | got to Tabby's Cosasv, dwomanin the
road;shewascarryinga parcelin front of herasfar asl couldseeit wasa brown paperparcel.She
wasgoingtowards.eighatthetimel passedher.Onthefollowing morning Saturday)aboutaquarter

to eleveno'clock,l waspassingrabby'sCorneronmywayto work,and some boys called my attention
to something at the side of the road. It was a dead childdiat the lefhand side of the road, going
towards Penshurst Station. It was just overhtedge, on the field sidef the hedge. It was partly
wrapped in rather lightoloured paper. lhavenot seenthe papersince.lt wasabouta quarterof a
mile from the placewherel had seethe woman the night before, nearer to Leigh. | then got the
stationmaster ttelegraph t&SuperintenderBarnes.

Albert Taylor. | amaninstructingConstablef theKentConstabularystationedat TunbridgeAbout

two o'clock on Saturday, the 23rd of January, in consequence of information, | Weightao a
place called th€ompasses, and about 70 yards from the Compasses, goingdrmhurst towards
Leigh village, | found first of all a sheet of brown paper with the namdrefWheatleywritten in
blackleadpencilonit. Thepaperwasstainedwvith bloodandmatterCloseto the papemwasapieceof
string. Therewassnowin theroadatthetimeandl sawmarkf blood at that spot. A few yards further
down the road on the field side of the hedge | foilmedbody of a child. Theheadwaspartly covered
with snowandthelegswereslightly inclinedupwards. It was lying on its back and was partly covered
with lightish coloured paper, and thady was covered with blood and matter. | noticed a wound
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under the left ear. | put the bodyo abasketindtookit first of all to the RailwayHotelatPenshurst.
Onthenextdayl deliveredt to Dr Fraser, of Leigh

William Arthur Ford. | am one of the Kent Constabulary stationed at Penshurst. Od&hiary |
went to Edenbridge, and saw the prisoner there at héis dawouse, and said to h8Nere you at
Penshurst and Leigh on Friday evening?" she said, "Yes." | then told heshioatid have to charge
her with the murder of her child and cautioned her in the usual veayl| "Whatever you say will
be given in emence against you." She said, "If | speak the sldil getoff?" | said,’l don'tknow."
Shethensaid,"l putthechild whereit wasfound;l done imyself; | had it in my bedroom at Mrs
Birkin's, at Redhill, and | stuck it, withtableknife; itivedabouttOmi n u €CresseraminedThere
wasalittle conversatioraboutfamily matters|, being her cousin.

George Rogers. | am Superintendent of Reigate Borough Policefetched the prisoner from
Tunbridgeto Reigateon Saturday8th Januaryl told herwhol was,andthatl shouldtakeheback to

Reigate or Redhill to be charged with the murder of her child; | had cautiongdevesusly; she
said nothing then, but on the road from Tunbridge to Redhill she sawlashery sorry, she did not
know how she came to do it. | think she said the child had beenabout2 or 8 o'clock in the
morning.

Guilty of endeavouringo conceakhebirth: Two YearsHard Labour.

1886 October 24Burglary Redhill-Sessi ons: Robber y:HénryGarvellad4,j e we |
labourerpleadedguilty to breakinga plateglasswindow andstolea gold watdh- and other articles.

George Bonham the assistant gaoler at Guildhall police court proved a previous conviction with
twelve months in prison for another robbery of jewellery. The police had lost sight of him for some
years. He was sentenced to 18 months hard labour.

1886December 23:Theft Reigate At the MiddlesexSessiong homasDraper,34, wasindictedor
stealing a teapot, a gun and conspiring to obtain by false pretences a tea and coffealserdte
£3 with intent to defraud. The defendant was in the habit of taking apartnarswering
advertisements the newspaperspbtaininggoodsandnot paying for themSergeandeffriesof the
ReigateBoroughPolicearrestechim onthe 18 Novemberat his roomsn Redhill. Hewas sentenced
to penal servitudéor five years &

1888: By the first Municipal Corporations Act any borough so disposed was alloweskparate
police force on the understanding that, in the case of towns containing less thern&0igdntsall
expensesonnectedvith themaintenancef suchforcesshouldbeborneby theborough availing itself

of the privilege. In 1888 this power of choice was restricted armbedughsvhich atthelastcensus
failed to showapopulationof 10,000wereamalgamateébrpolice purposes with the county to which
they belonged; if however, any borough entitlethéwe its own borough prefers amalgamation it is
permitted to contract with the Standing J@ammittee of the county in which it is situated for the
establishment of a consolidatednstabulary under thgeneral disposition and government of the
Chief Constable of thatounty, the powers of the Watch Committee remaining in abeyance as long

80 188623 DecembeiTheft ReigateMorning Post
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as the contradasts. A larger measure of autonomy was secured by the Local Government Act for
certainboroughgalled CountyBoroughspeingthosewhichwereeithercountiesn themselvebefore

the passing of the Act or had an estimated population of at least 50,000 on the 1 JuREThRS8.
changan theregulation ofpoliceforceshad noimpacton ReigateBoroughPolice.

1888 May 19 Surrey Mirror: Vagrancy: Mr. William Pearson the new superintendenpadice
Reigate Borough Police saw the defendant going from house to house appsrggihgandtook
him into custody.Otherconvictionswereproved.Sentencedo onemo n théardiadour

1888 May 19 Surrey Mirror: Vagrancy: A similar offence was proved against John Datrigrap
by PC LeeA mo nirhphisdranentwith hardlabour. (PCLeeatotal abstainer)

1888July 21 Surrey Mirror: DrunkennessEllen Smitha marriedwomanwho did not appeawas
summoned for being drunk in Garl andodsfPRead,
took her home. Fined 7s 6d or 14 days.

1888August 18: ReigateBoroughPolicecricketmatchv Redhill Tradesmen:Boroughpolice PCs
Harding, Gadd, Watson, Inspector Evans, PC Taylor, PC Howlett, SergeantKing (captain)
Superintender®Pearson, PC LeeCPerry, PC Hazledefs.

1888 August 25 Surrey Mirror: Stealing gooseberries: Four baysrged with stealingooseberries
andthreeothersfor aid and abetting,StationRoad,Redhill. PC Lee heardthe lads arrangingvho
shouldstealthegooseberriebom agardenOnseeing?CLeeafterstealingthegooseberries they ran
off but wereidentified at St Matthews School. Fined 1s and 1s 6d eastsParents paid theoney.

1888 May 1: Head Constable George RogeReigate Borough Police retired on a pension of £55
a year and in WillianPearsorof the Chesterfield Police aged 33 vegpointed to theost & There
were six final candidates from fifty applications. Pearson was to improve the discipline of the force.

1888 December 4False Pretences Reigatdorence King 18, pleaded guilty at Suri®@gssions to

an indictment charging her with obtaining thiemts by false pretences. Chi&bnstabld®earsorof

the ReigateBoroughPolicewentto thelosersayingshewasthe daughterof a welkknown lady and
had been sent for the boots. She was the daughter eioakihg people and had been of exemplary
character, she apologised and said her father was owgrif The girl had been in prison since the
16 November and the chairmaaic he hoped thisadbeen dessonand sentenced hertmed ay 6 s
imprisonmen*

1889 January 26Surrey Gazette: James Barton Linkfield Lane, Redhill, summoneallfaving a
horse to stray. The horse was stopped by PC Lee when it was galloping alopadth®ome boys

81 A History of Policein EnglandwWL Melville-Lee 1901reprintKessingeRareReprints2012page393

82 1888August18: The SussexExpressSurreyStandardVealdof Kent Mail, HantsandCountyAdvertiser
83 hittp://iwww.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htm

8418884 DecFalsePretenceReigateMorning Post
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had approached the horse and beat it and it rushed off. Case dismisseteglgeoceon thepart
of thedefendant.

1889 July 6:Croydon Chronicle and East Surrey Advertiser: Our Parade at Cri€ke{Thursday
last the Reigate Borough Police, who were two men short, for whom Shutéalbg were
substitutes played a match with Earlswood at Earlswood. The match endddain at the call of
time only 25 runswerewantedfor the Asylum to win. Dr Jonesthe MedicalSuperintendent of the
Asylum was bowled out by the first ball of PC Taylor, who also magkadidonhandedtatch Mr.
Shuter(substitute)of the New Inn, Brighton Roadunfortunatelyrad a severe blow in the eye while
keeping wicket an@vas obliged io retire. After the mat€lr Jones provideteafor theteams andhis
kindnesswvas much appreciated.

1889 August 17 Surrey Gazette: Forthcoming cricket match It is understood a crick@hatchhas
beenarrangedo takeplaceon 215 betweenCaptainN i ¢ k tedmardthe Reigat®orough Police,
the match to be played on the Pattison Court Ground, the beautiful resitisticd Nickalls. It is

anticipated thathis matchwill be a keenlycontested one.

1889 August 24: Surrey GazetteCrickett Rei gat e Borough Pol i-0re v
Thursday last a cricket match between the Reigate Borough Police, assisted adeseenand
ateamof gentlemerbroughttogetheby CaptainNickalls from Lewes, Dorkingand other places was
played on the Pattison Court Ground. The match throughout was plitiiddeen yet friendly rivalry
and resulted in a win f oconst@aeMr &@earsoniesicek @ lbehalfd
of the borough police tthank Mr. Nickalls for thegreat kindnessand courtesy with which he
entertainedhem. Excellentrefreshmentsvereserved by Mr. Nickallsvho was so pleased with the
manner with which the police conducté®tmselveghat heinvited themback forareturnmatch at
theend ofnextmonth.

1889 September 24: Surrey Gazette: Reigate Novel Cricket Match: The novel cricket match
between thdkeigate Borough Police and the Reigate Sunflower Minstrels, which haddodeal
forward to with so muchinterestwas playedat the Priory Cricket Groundon Wednesday last and
resulted in a win for the Minstrels. The game throughout was amesgsting one and was witnessed
by a large number of spectators, a collection being niedaghout the day for the widow and family
of the late Constable Harding. * The minsttelsk the field in costume and of course with blackened
faces, one or twofdheir memberdeingdressedn femaleattire. The proceedsverein aid of the
CottageHospital.In theeveningthe minstrels gave vocal andnstrumental concert.

* ConstabléVilliam Hardinghadbeena constablen ReigateBoroughPolicefor six yearsandlived
in Garlands Road. He died after an illness of six weeks and was interred at Reigetery A full
reportof his funeralwasplacedin the SurreyGazetteof 215 September.

1890 October 15: ThursdayyAbout t en o0 6 cHeadcQonsthbie $earsean \ofeRedhil g
(sic) Borough Police received information that a burglary had been commiRedyate Priory the seat

of Lord Henry Somerset. It seems that the Marchioness of Anghesein residence and whilst at dinner
the residace was entered by burglars who obtaieattance by placing a ladder procured from the
adjacent premises, against the 9vedmwindow. Having effected entry they placed wedges under the
doors to stop them beingterrupted and succeeded in carrying ofirdonds, watches and jewellery.
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An alarm wagaised, and the household turned out in pursuit. Their progress was however checked b
a network of wires placed across all paths leading from the house and the burglars had at least half
hour 6 s s teadrConstabke Paansom dndpector Prior took up the cha®e.

1890the first inspector wasappointedCharlesPrior 8

1891 March: EmbezzlementRedhill: At ReigatePolice Courton SaturdayBarnhamBakeraclerk
to MessrsRickets, Smith and Co., at Redhill was chargedwith embezzlemeninvolving £15000r
£1600abscondeth Marchandwasapprehendeth Londonon Fridaynight. Hewasemanded.

1891 June 11William PearsonHeadConstableresignedin 1891 replacedby William Morant.
Pearson had bedound by a police sergeant playing cards in one of the principal hotels in Redhill at
four o6clock in the morning. Mr . Pearson resi
police in Northumberland. There were 18 candidates for the role of Hagtable reduced to six
including Charles Prior of Reigate, with other applicants from Bootle, Margate, Morant of Reading,
Canterbury and Bury. Mr. Morant aged 32 was given to appointfent.

William George Morant joined the Edinburgh Police in 1882 winerserved for three years before
transferring to the Metropolitan Police where he stayed for over four years before joining Reading
Borough as chief constable. From 1891 to 1894 he served in Reigate Borough Police before
transferring to South Shields. Hisstinguished service was recognised by thew award of an OBE.

Mr. Morant and his medals

OBE, Order of St John of Jerusalem, Kingbs P
George V 1911 Coronation Medal, Order of Leopold 11 King of th&elgians (For work
during First World War)

85189015 OctoberThe Standard

86 hitp://www.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htm

87 British Police History website https://britigiolice-history.uk/f/reigateborough
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1891 Censuspopulationof ReigateBorough22,646 in4126houses o006acres®

1891 August 7: Croydon Observer:Cricket between Reigate Borough and London Polidee
ReigateBorough Cricket Club, which is now on the high road to popularity, played a matchat
EarlswoodCommonon Tuesdayagainstthe London City Market ConstablesCricketClub who
brought their families with them making it a happy holiday in lieu of the B4ollday, which is of
course debarred to those who have to keep the peace for that dagnidieamputin afairly strong
elevencaptainedoy PC Skeggsandthe City eleven,althouglseveral of their best men were absent
were in good force. The visitorson the toss and wetd the wickets against the bowling of Skeggs
and Taylor. The two bowlers were wellonthe c ket . Tayl or 6s breaks Dbe
doing much damage while Skeggs amve no less trouble and was very untiring in his delivery
throughout the innings. The wické&d to themin fairly rapidsuccessionhutvery little excitement
was causedoy the batting, harchitting beingvery seldomindulgedin. Staceykept his wicket up in
admirablestyleandshowedomepretty play.

The fielding of the ReigateBorough Police was very good, some brilliant stopsbeing effected
although they had little opportunity for catches. After about two hours the last wicket ték totel
stoodat 53, this gavethe hometeamhopeof beingvictoriousin returnfor their defeabf thelast year.

An adjournment was then made for luncheon in the marquee. Play was later resumedaiheavy
duringtheluncheormakingthegrassvery wetandthewickettricky. Thehometeamwereexpected to
knock up a good score as it was understood the opponents had no good hdwligrsithatwasso

or not thewicketsfell with astonishingapidity to StaceyandLandsellandhe innings fell after less
than an hour at 34 runs., a rather disappointingd. tdtee visitorswithoutlossof time againwentin
whenStaceymaintainechis popularityasabatsmaraswhertime was called still had his wicket intact
and 37 runs to his name in the total of 57 for wiokets. The visitors therefore won on thest
innings. The teams then sat down for tea wede entertained by Redhill Town Band, afterwards
there was dancing and a walking andningrace,HeadConstableMeirs undertakingto walk 100
yardswhile PCHowlettandMr. T Spaldingan180.TheHeadConstablewhois asplendidoedestrian
won by acoupleof yardsHowlett was second and Spalding who had made a bad start, a good third.
Quoits were alsplayedthroughoutheday.

1891August 8: Surrey Mirror: Threedayscricket at Shagbrook” Threedaysof crickethaseen

held at Shagbrookin the groundsof Carr Saunder®sqg., Thefirst matchon Saturdaybeingoetween

Reigate Borough Police and Shagbrdodicket Clubs which resulted in a victory foe latter by
sevenwickets and 74 runs. PC Skeggsdoing good serviceby taking nine wicketsThe game was
witnessed by a goodly number of S gaEdown dottear s a
provided in a&entin thecricket field°

88 SCCArchive CentreCC/98/22/16™ ReigateBorough Policeannualreportto yearend31 December 899
8 Onthe A25 to thewestof Reigateon ReigateHeath
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1891 August 28: Croydon ObserverReigate Borough Police v Kingswoedhis returnmatchwas
playedat EarlswoodCricket Club on Thursdaylast but in consequencef the heavyain had to be
abandoned befoi€ingswoodhad completed an innings.

1892 October 26Burglary Reigate William Aldridge, James Maxwell and George Weldere
arrestedcat Croydonon Sundaymorningwith alargequantityof valuablepropertyin theirpossession,
wereat ReigateBoroughPoliceCourtyesterdaychargedvith burglaryof Northcote Wray Common,
Reigatethe residenceof Mr FrederickPawle JP and stealinga goldmountedMalaccacaneanda
numberof otherarticleson the 239 instant.Mr W G Morant ChiefConstable ofReigate said that
between midnight on the Saturday and 5am on the Sund&ptise was entered by burglars and a
great number of valuable articles stolen. An entrylteseh made via the dining room window, forced
by a jemmy. The jemmy produced was fowrdAldridge and comparing it with the marks on the
window it corresponded exactly. Theisonersvereremanded in custody?

1892 November 5Burglary Reigate Northcote; Tuesddyead Constable Morant said tisatcethe
lastremanchehadmadeafurtherexaminatiorofthep r o s e prenmisesandfeundhat the door of
the dining room had been considerably damaged with a chisel whichwads®m pr i soner
pocket when he was arrested. In the morning room five drawetscleadbroken opemd there was

a circular hole in a desk, which had been made with a dentaéso found on Maxwell. The pair of
boots and socks left behind by Weldon who hadrt@ning identified them. The prisoners reserved

their defence and were sent for trial atAssizesThebench praised theork of theCroydonPolice.
91

1892November26: GO 376: PC ThomasBarber wasfound drowned in apondnearRedhill on
Sundaymorningthe20Novemberii Headbeenundertheinfluenceof drink for somedayspreviously
which no doubt led to the commissionof the rash act that terminatedhis e x i st €Surceg . 0
Constabulary officer}?

1892: Police Returns Actrequiring police statistics to be submittedeplacing the Countyand
Borough PolicéAct requirements of 18583

1893 January 5: Burglary Reigate Thursday:Francis John Davis (33) was indicted at $harey
Sessions yesterday for breaking and entering the dwelling house of Lady Slamerset, The
Cottage, Park Lane, Reigate and stealing a quantity of china, telescopbearalticles the value

of £50; and George Killick with receiving a portion of the propé&rigwing it to have been stolen.
On November 27 the prisoner was seeth@éneighbourhoodf the premisesvherelaterthataplate
glasswindow wasremoved.Two roomswereransackedand a quantity of china and other goods
stolen. Soon after Inspector Hendly arrested Dawies had deposited some of the property at a
common odgi ng house c Reigat dftertwhiah thé dhergnisoner eigposedeof the
clock, which was stolen during thoeirglary. Thejury foundbothmenguilty. Numerousconvictions

% October26,1892:The Standard

9118921 November:The Standard

92 Surrey History Centre Surrey Constabulary General Orders Book 1851

93 A History of Policein EnglandWL Melville-Lee 1901 reprintKessingeRareReprints2012page340
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for felony andotheroffences were proved against Davies Killick was found to have a conviction
for assault. Daviesentencedo 18 monthsnd Killick three month&oth with hardabour?®*

1893 June: The TimesMinnie Wells killed two of her children in Reigate. (See 22 Octdig&4)

1893 June 16: Croydon Obserer: Cricket- It was a real pity that Taylor and Skeggs wsoe
reckless as to have scored 5 and 1 respectively in the first innings of the Reigate Bolceh
TunbridgeWells Forcematch,playedat Meadvaleon Thursday.Theyarescarcelytobe excused, for
certainly their doing so spoiled the uniformity of the scoring on their &dery other one of their
team was scrupulously careful not to go beyond the stage of attesk, two records regularly
spoiled the outline beauty and simplicity thfe game. Masted e x t r as é6 was Trespo
remining 12 of the total score of 18. In their second enddsoxeever, they improved their first score
accomplishing 24 for seven wicket, Sgt King betng scorer on eight and Lee with six not out.
Tunbridge Wells exceeded their opponents sbgrieve runsbut ran up a soundtotal of 75 in the
secondnnings.lt is hopedSkeggsandTaylomwill actwith moreprudenceandrespecfor uniformity
thenextmatch theyengagen.

1893August 11 Croydon Observer: ReigateBoroughPolicev LondonCentralMeatMarketPlayed

on the Priory Ground on Wednesdayafternoon. The Londonerswent to the wicket firstand
accumul ated a score of 48. The Obobbunighéy t aki
had aggregated 161.Theremarkable feature of the innings was the splendidadiB@e§keggs who

scored 81 not out. The Londoners going into the wicket a second tinikdejtassunderthewell-
directedbowlingof PCWatsonwvhoalonetook sevenof theirwicketsand retired with 58 to their credit.

The home side thus winning by an innings and 59 riaglor and Skeggs securefive eachof the

L o n d o wieketssinbheir first innings.

1894June 2: Surrey Mirror: ReigatePolicev Holmethorpe A matchbetweerHolmethorpe

C.C.andanelevenof theReigateBoroughPolicewasplayedonthegroundof theformerandesulted
in a win for the home team by six wickets. Wright and Chatfield bowled well fowiieers,the
formertakingtenwicketsfor only 18 runs.ForthelosersP C éS&eggsandWatsormowledwell, the
latter also mad&p scoran bowling.

1894 June 30: Sussex Agricultural ExpressRedhill Tradesmen and the Police at CrieKehte
annual cricket matchetween the tradesmen of Redhill and the police was playdehdswood
Common on Wednesday, ending in a victory for the former by 14 runs on therfirgis. Thiswas
the eighteenthcontestbetweenthe rival teams the first taking placein 1884when the then Head
Constable Rogers was responsible for the peace of the borough, inviasthitoughhim andMr.
Pick, the late tradesmarthatthe fixture wasarrangedandit hasbeerbserved annually ever since
with the exception obne year. Of the eighteen matchestthdesmermavewon eleven.

9418935 January:BirminghamDaily Post
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1894 August 4: Sussex Agricultural ExpressThe Reigate Sunflower Minstrels v Reig&terough

Police Cricket match, Promenade Concert and lllumination. What was described hse cr i c k
ma ch of the seasono took pl ace o nthetconmanittéerofi or y
that club on Wednesday. The contestants were the Sunflower MinstreleeaReigate Borough

Police, the event was under the patronage of the Mayor and May&Resgaieandthegovernorof

St A n n &6éhsolsto which institution the proceedswill be given.The gamewas announcedo
commenceat half pastone but shortly beforethis a drizzling raincommencedo descendandthis
continuedtill closein 30 6 ¢ Iwbenik ceasedand fortunatelyclearedup, thesun shonéor the
remainder of thelay.

The toss was won by the police and PC Skeggs, their crack batsman and Acting Sgt fadlewede

to the wickets by the minstrels in costume. Skeggs was dismissed in a few rogintgsowledby

Gibbsfor five, while Leewasoutto Thorpeaftermakingtenruns,this beinghe highest score by an
individual policeman. Three quarters oflalo ur s aw a lbll udsfipeedfifonatotal af n

33. About half an hourlaterthe minstrelstook their placeat thewickets, Thorpe put together 78 and

was bowled by Taylor and Miller made a good stamghing up 33(?). George Heather, as clown
caused great amusement while batting, he hahammous bat and his antics enlivened the company
very much, at about a quarter past six$lmflowers innings finished for 159 thus they won by 126
runs. It should be mentioned ttiae police wore their urokms and Mr. Sanders jun., better known

in connection with theni nstr el s, perhaps as fAMiss Sanders
young lady dresséathreeheightsof fashionwhile all thedressesveremoreor lesspicturesque At

seveno 0 ¢ hmamknadeoncertwas given and at duskthe groundswereilluminated with fairy
lampsandChi nese and Japanese | anterns. No idea of
yetbe givenbutit is understoodhat 4,000ticketswere printedandnearlyall sold andthe takingsat
thegatewereconsiderable.

1894 August 10: Croydon ObserverReigate Fire Brigade v Reigate Borough Palitkis match
playedat lvanhoe Wray ParkReigateon Saturdayresultedin awin for the police by annnings and
12 runs. For the latter Taylor and Skeggs handled the leather in such a mawornediaatethatif
theseguardian®f thepublic peacehavebeenunfortunateonceor twicetheyare not to be trifled with.
Dr Palmer, Taylor, Skeggs and Watson contributed some ws#fitlonsto thebatting.

Murder Minnie May Wells and Lilly Mary

1894 October 22: Central Criminal Court. Minnie (23) was indicted for and chargedon the
Coroner'dnquisition with thewilful murder ofMinnie May Wells.

Harriet Creasy: | am a widow, and live at 5, Worcester Cottages, next to the house odouthed
prisoner and her father. | have known the prisoner eight years last December2@stdh&ay she
wentto London;shesaidshewasgoingto the LambethUnion to be confinedShereturnechomeon
Monday,11thJune.Shewasawaythreeweeks;l sawherin theeveningvhenshecamehome.l had
beenmindingherlittle girl, threeor four yearsold, while shewas awayShesaidsomeonavasgoing

to takethechild; shewasgoingto takeit to Londonon thefollowing Monday, thel8". On Sunday,

the 17th, | saw her again between seven and eightievening.Shebroughtthe babyin to meto

seeit beforetaking it awayon thefollowing dayand said someone was going to adopt the child. She

said, "Look at it for the last time; | agoing to take it to London tmorrow". Mrs Ritchie was there
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at the time. On Monday, 18ttsdwheragainwhen shewasmovingherthings,butl did nottakemuch
noticeof her.l sawheiin the garden. | was away all day at work. On the 18th | saw her when she
came back fronLondon,somewher@abouteight. Therewasno train to Reigateat thattime. Oneof

my childrersaid she had come home. Mrs Ritchie called me, and | went in and saw the prisoner sitting
byherside,lookingwetanddirty. Shesaidit wasLondonmud.l don'tthink | saidmuchto her.lwent

and got some things for her. She changedhiegs at Mrs Ritchie's. Her clothes werry wetand

dirty; herbootsandstockingswerewringing wet, andtherewasred sandanddirt;it did notlook like
Londonmud. | took herandher little girl, four yearsold, into my housethahight, to sleep in my
children’s bed. She had done so before when she had had words fattrethef the child, Ted Hurst.

She stayed with me till the 21st when the police came andh¢ook

JamesBrooks: | amaday porter atLambethWorkhouseOnthe 21stof May lastthe prisonewas
admitted to the workhouse by me. She gave the name of Minnie Wells. She was aotiiméduse.
When she left on the 11th of June, | asked her to produce the two childreshdhexthemto me,
wrappedin a shawlon herleft arm,anddressedn ordinarybabyclothingl afterwardssawthe two
bodiesat ReigatePolice station. They werethe samechildrenthatleftthe workhouse on 11th June
with the prisoner. When she left, she told me she was goiRgitate.

Ellen Boust | amamidwife at LambethWorkhouse On the 26th of May this yearthe prisonewas
admitted into the lyingn ward, and she was delivered of female twins. | saw themixteen days
and washed and cleansed them. They were fairly healthy childvess presentvhenthey were
christenedpneMinnie May, the otherLilly Mary. Minnie May wasthe largeof the two and had a
wart near the right eye. On 25th June | saw two children's bodieglantfied them asthe two
children ofwhich theprisonerhad beertonfined.

James King | amInspector of Police at Reigate On the morning of 21st June, about halst
eight, Walden gave me information as to what he had seen in the moat; | went theare &melbody

of the child partly floating infte water; | took it out and took it to the Polistation. The body was
about eight feet from the parapet of the bridge. There is no currstneamn thewater.Whenl got
thebodyout of thewaterthe handsweretightly clenchedanddrawn upclose to the breast, and were
full of black mud. The head and ears were also fulllatk mud. | noticed nothing else particularly
then. When | took it to the station, | thorougkkaminedt. Therewereno clothesonit whatever jt
wasquite naked.Therewereno marksofviolence upon it whatever. In my judgment | should say it
had been about forgight hours ithe water. There was a small mark on the right cheek, close to the
lobe of the ear. It wasfamalechild. Therewerefour vaccinaton marks on théeft arm.

George Jeffrey | am apolice sergeant stationed at ReigateOn 21st June, in consequerufe
information, | went to Worcester Cottages; | was in plain clothes. | saw the prisonehéerteitho |
was and asked her if she Haekn delivered of a female child within the last twanths. She replied,
"Yes" | asked her if | might be allowed to see it. She said, "You carthatp Mrs Brown, 113,
Battersea Road, Chelsea, has adopted it, and taken it off my dltogither" | ask& her how she
came to know Mrs Brown. She said, "By advertisement,dmutlti not sayin whatpaper”l askedher
whereshehadbeenconfined.Shesaid,"In thelying-in wardatLambethonthe26thof May last" She
thentold methatshehandedhe babyto Mrs.Brown at Charing Cross Railway Station on the 18th
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June. She said she had not seen theddatyy. | told her she would have to go to the police station
with me, where | should detain hemtil | had maddurther inquiries.

Next day, Friday, tried to find 113, Battersea Road, Chelsea, but could find no such pleest o
113, Battersea Park Road; that was not occupied by Mrs. Brown, but by a genlieatzadlived
thereelevernyears! thenwentto theLambethUnion, andaftermakinginquirieghere | came back and
saw the prisoner at the police station, where she was detained; toattwad-riday evening. | told
her that | had been to London and found that the statementadhmadeto mewerefalse.Shesaid
shewishedshehadtold thetruthin thefirst place.Findinghat she was about to make a statement, |
cautioned her in the usual way. | made a note oftliemenatthetimeandhaveit here After being,
cautionedshesaid,"On Monday,Junel8th] put the child in the moat some time before | saw Mrs
Whitren. The other child was in thmnd by Waterloo Park; | drowned that the same night. | can't
give the time, but it was befotedrowned the one in the moat. The one you found in the moat was
Minnie May, and the othenein Waterloo Park was Lilly Mary."

Onthefollowing morning,Saturdayabouthalf-pastseven wentto thepondin WaterlooParkl saw

the body of Lilly Mary floating in the water; head downwards, about two feet andfieohalfieroad,
andin aboutthreefeetof water,floating. The currentwasjustaboveit. Thelegsvere drawn up above
the water and bent. There was a small piece of flannel round theWihyhat exception there were
no other clothes whatever. | noticed nardthe child; it waslirty. Thecolourof it wasablueyclay.

| chargedhe prisoneron Friday,the22nd,asto MinnieMary. | read the charge to her; she made no
answer. On the following morning | charged math the murder of the other child; sineade no
answer. | have made search for any clothe®nging to the children but have found none. | have
made every possible inquiry but havet succeeded in finding them.

Charles Spencer Palmerl am amedical practitioner at Redhill. On the 21st of Juihest,the body

of a female child was handed to me by Inspector King. It had a wart in frontrigtihear; the child

was a few weeks old; six or seven. | made a-pustem examination. iwvas very wet when handed

to me. Death was due tbrowning. | have no doubt, that it walve at the time it was put into the
water. On Saturday, the 23rd of June, the body of antghmale child was handed to me by Head
Constable Moran at the police station. That bodyalmaelceof flannel roundthe stomach.I madea
postmortemexaminationof the body andwas satisfied that it had died from suffocation caused by
drowning. The first child had been in thater from a day to two or three days, it was quite fresh.
The second child had been in thater bnger. The appearances were consistent with both the bodies
having been put into theateron thel8th.

Re-examined: It is only women who have been confined who can have puerperal mamusiciaises
therewould beothersymptomghankilling observableAs arule, whenit is comingon there is great
depression of spirits and dullness; those are the chief symptoms; of cazasshdwitself in so
manydifferentways.Puerperamaniaandpuerperafeveraretwo distincthings. Bypuerperal mania

I understand a condition of the mind contrary to the noomadlition, and which may come on at any
time, from a few hours after confinement to sewseaks.It is not merelya desireto kill your own
children;it very oftentakestheform of awishtokill thehusbandlt sometimepassesff veryquickly.

It is very difficult to drawdistinctionsThe only way would be by watchingthe actionsand seeing
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whetherthey aresaneor insanejifthe actions before and after weadional, that would guide one to
the conclusion that she wast suffering frompuerperal mania.

She might or might not remember immediately after the act that she had killed her childrens

no distinction to be drawn from that as to whether thhegrewas rational or not. sganevomanwho
hadkilled herchildrenwould notbelikely to forgetit in afew hours;if insaneshemight forgetit in
twenty-four hours QuestionSupposingoufoundthatapersorwhohaddone such an actmembered
that she had done it, and remembered where she had drtdventrdo children in different places,
would not that be evidence that she was sane at the Aim&®er.It would certainly.If awoman
really insanewasundertheimpressiorthatshehadleftthe child in charge of somebody, whereas she
had drowned it, that would be a delusion, astiduldnot expectherto throw off thatdelusionin a
few days,andthenremembetthat shehaddrownedit, and where; lshould expect theelusion to
continue.

Guilty: deathTheJuryvery stronglyrecommendethe prisonerto mercy

1894 November 2: The TimesCondemned woman: Minnie Wells now in Newgate Gaudler
sentence of death for threurder of her two infant children in June last year had heentence
commuted to lifen prison

1894 December 9Fraud Redhill: The alleged frauds at Redhill: On Friday at the ReRmataugh
Police Court John Keen 36, the absconding secretary of thelR&@ini Bowkett Building Society
andtheRedhillfriendly LoanSociety whohadbeenextraditedrom Chicagavherehewasarrestedy
DetectiveSergeandeffreysof the ReigatePolice,wasbroughtup forfinal examination on the charge
of embezzling the money of the lasamed society. Althoughesumsin thewarrantonly amounto
£97it is allegedthatthe sumof nearly£900is involved Committedfor trial at the Central Criminal
Court®

1894William Morant left the postof HeadConstabldo bereplacedy Philip Woodmanfrom Badd
Police.

1894 10 DecemberCharge of embezzlement: At the Bradford Borough Police Court, Phdhp
Woodman the chief constable of the Reigate Borough Police and until recently tlodeckiefthe
Bradford BoroughPolicewas placedin the dock on chargesof embezzlingmoniesi about £200
from Bradford Corporation. He was found guilty and sentenced torfowgthsin prison. %6

1894 December 11Watch Committee: In respect of the arrest of Head Constable Woodman the Watch

Committee noted that he had admitted to embezzlement and sentenced to five months imprisonme
with hard labour. He was dismissed from the combined offices of Head Constable, Inspector of Commo
Lodging Houses and inspector under the Explosives Act and the Shop Hours Act. Potential successo
were to be invited to an interview, John Morton and James Metcalfe, before the committee &h the 17

95 1894Dec9 ReynoldsNewspaper&xtraditedReigate
9 189410 DecemberTheTimes
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inst., at Redhill. At that meeting the men were intamed and Metcalfe was appointed on £140 a year
with £60 towards a residence payable by weekly instalm&nts.

1894Decemberl7 JamesMetcalfe becaméeheadconstableandremainedn office until 1930when
on retirement?® hewaspermitted taretain hisuniform andbicycle. *°

X .'11-. ‘\ ﬁ‘g\
1894 suicide Horley:Station Hotel Horley the coroner opened an inquest into an unkmawpaged
about twenty, who committed suicide near Horley on Tuesday after shootirgyeeagent from

97 FromBritish PoliceHistory 22 July 2020admin@britishpolice-history.ukMichael
%7 AShortCentenanHistory of theSurreyC o n s t a BuptDarrany1651
7 APictorialHistory of theSurreyC o n s t a Berry Middlgtan Stewartgives22 Decemben 894
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Brighton. Walter Flowers oBrighton deposed that on thesBibst., he wagiding a bicycle from
Brightonto Londonandshortly beforereachingHorley, about3 o 6 ¢ lindhe &fternoonhe sawthe
deceasediding oneof his machinesa pneumatiadyressafety. Thewitnessrodeup to him andsaid,

Al Y ohaveafine machinet h e Thedecéeasednadeno replyand spurted away. The witness rode
after him for about 50 yards and the deceased seeingasto be overtakendeliberatelydrew a
revolverfrom his breastpocketand whenwithin thredeet of him, fired at his head. Two of the
bullets passedpne over his right shoulderandthe otheoverhisheadwhilstthethird penetratedhis
coatsleeveandgrazechiselbow.Thewitnessvas so startled he fell from his machine #reldeceased
thinking he had shot him made offhe withess again mounted and calling to people on the road to
stop the deceased,aggiur sued him and got within 60 yards
whereupon theleceasedot off, took a parcé from thefront of the machinewhichleft theroadway,
gotovetthestileandwalkedslowly towardsacopse Otherwitnessesleposedo pursuinghedeceased
who suddenlystoppedand raising the revolver shot himself in the temple.Mr Flowersdentified

the deceased as a man he had refused to hire a bicycle to in Brighton. PC Gifathél&urrey
Constabulansaidthe deceaseavasdressedn a darkgrey suit, strawhat, buttorboots, white collar

and tie. There was nothing likely to lead to identification. In the pockets a small bundle of
cigarettesapipe,theticketfor thehire of abicycle,9s7din silverandronze, and 63 cartridges. The
revolver had been loaded in focllambersbut all weredischargedThejury returnedthe verdict of

A s u iwhilstdeenporariyi nsane. 0

1890s:By the 1890sthe ReigatePolice Forcehadincreasedn numberswith the growth of thetwo
towns and the Redhill police station had become too small fin¢heased size of thferce and extra
responsibilities, such as weights and measures, something not missedlbggdbtonof policewho

in areportstatedit wasinadequateandthatthe police force thereforevas rendered inefficient. The
significance of this was that the withholding of a certificatefGtiency would lose the Council the
£1,750 grant it received annually from the Home Ofticghe upkeep of the force. The Council

began to consider erecting Municipal Buildings thatld incorporatea police station and laaourt.
100

1895 May 17: Croydon ObserverCricketi Rei gat e Borough Pol playe’l v R
at Buckhurst,Redhillresultedn awin for the policeon thefirst inningsby threeruns.

1895 May 24: Croydon Advertiser: ReigateBoroughPolice v ReigatePost Office, playedon
Tuesday on the ground of Reigate Priory C.C. was won by the Post Office by 67 rundimst the
innings. Frost and Thorpe batted and bowled well for the winners, thedattging outhis bat for

53 runs, having been missed from a catch when he had scored two. Insp Kih@cahd Wat s on
Skeggs batted in good form in the second innings of the police, theclattging out his bat for a

well hit 62.

XXX

100 htp:/fiwww.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htm
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1895 June 7: Croylon Observer:Cricket Redhill Tradesmen v Reigate Borough Palitismatch
wasplayedon EarlswoodCommonon June5™ andendedn awin for thetradesmehy 96 runs on the
first innings.

1895 June 21: Croydon Advertiser:.Cricket Reigate Borough Police v Leigh United C @ayed
At Leigh on Wednesdawas won orthefirst innings by thepoliceby 9 runs.

1895 June 28: Croydon ObserverCricket Reigate Borough Police v Tunbridge Wellsrough
Police- played at Tunbridge Wells on June™%he Reigate Police winning @mjoyablegameon
thefirstinningsby 32runs.TaylorandWatsornbowledwell for thewinners.

1895 July 12: Surrey Mirror: Cricketi ReigatePostOffice v ReigateBoroughPolice, playedat
Reigateon Thursday resulted iawin for the police onthefirst inningsby 32runs.

1895 July 12: Surrey Mirror: Reigate and Redhilmateur Athletics Sportswas held onthePriory
CricketClub Groundincludedaraceof onceroundthecourseor theBoroughPolican uniform.To see
anumberof constablesushingroundthe coursein the orthodoxi s tt chpstgléwasaltogethettoo
muchfor thegravity of thespectatorsThestartersvereP C éH8wlett,Charlick, Greenhill and Perry
and it was a close contest with Howlett just scrambling hofneniof Charlick.

1895July 26: Croydon Advertiser: Cricketi ReigateBoroughPolicev EastbourndorougthPolice

played at Eastbourne was won on the first inningRkbigate Borough Police by #8ns.Forthe
winners,P C WWatsonandSkeggsplayedwell, puttingon 100runsin 35 minutesthe former making

53 and the | atter 78. For t he playsdemellsin tieSirstT u g w
innings also P$Vard and PC Hollands in the second innings. Bdwling of SkeggsandTaylor for
thewinnerswasexceptionallyeffective,Skeggdakingninewicketsand Taylor seven.

1895 August 7: Surrey Mirror: Cricketi Holmthorpe(Out Team)v ReigateBoroughpoliceplayed
at Meadvaleresultedin a win for the BoroughPolice by 15 runs. The Holmthorpeteanwasweak
owingto thechiefplayersbeingengageathome.RalphandWatsonbattedwell forthepoliceandW
Ford, Upfold jun., andF Chatfielddid bestfor the Holmthorpeteam.Chatfieldseniorsecured seven
wicketsand Taylor for thgolicebowled six.

1895 Croydon Observeri several dates during July and Augusti Our Cricket Column The
Editor of the Surrey Gazette begs to intimate to the secretariesabiclubs that he wilgive three
prizesattheendof thecricketseasoro thoseclubswhosendn thegreateshumbenf reports of local
matches. Score sheets will be supplied gratis to all those clubs wishompete, and thapplication

for a supply of score sheets, enclosing a card of fixtures withken as an intention to compete. It
must however be understood that reports in order todeeted in the current weeks issue must reach
the office not later than Wednesdagmi. Lasyearthe first prize was won by Horley C.C., the second
by Redhill Police C.C. and the thipdize by Kingswood C.C. and the secretaries of these clubs were
presented with a cricket batset of stumps andraatch ball respectively.

1895August 9: Surrey Mirror - Cricket On Wednesday last the Borough Police playeth&ch on

the Reigate Hill Ground with the London Central Meat Market Police and defeated by 21 runs

owing in no small degree to the weather. The Londoners went in fabatimgon a goodwicket

totalled89. Thentherain fell, andthe boroughmenwereonly abletoput together 68. Towards this
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total PC Leonard contributed 38, Acting Sgt Taylor 12 anéRe&ggsl 1. In the bowling department
PC Skeggsand Acting Sgt Taylor for the hometeam and) A Souzafor the visitors werein good

form. In asecondnningsthe CentralMeat MarketPolicemade35 for four wickets.At theluncheon
pleasurevasexpressedt beingableto visitReigate and the men looked forwardthe match with
pleasure, hoping the teams woulthtinueto meet fromyear to year.

1895 August 23: Croydon Observer: Cricket The cricket match betweenthe ReigatdBorough
PoliceandtheBlack CrownMinstrelsarrangedor the benefitof the ProvincialPoliceOrphanage at
Gatton Point, aided by splendid weather was an undoubted success, rulatgg of ladies and
gentlemen showed their sympathy with the object of the matghefsonal patronage, over 2,000
passing into the enclosure (1.208tlcket ant the rest byayment).

To manythenameandobjectof theexcellentinstitutionwhichis nowfirmly establishedh thedistrict
Is quite new, as we who know something of the inestimable value of the Metrogettme
Orphanageandthe benefitsit hasconferredon the fatherlesschildrenof Londonpolicecannot speak
too highly of or more urgently recommended three claims of a similar hontieefahildren of the
provincial police. Those who were present on Wednesday at the Biound or who purchased
tickets will have the satisfaction of at least knowing that #sistedn helping ona work highly
deservingppfe ver yone oadsupponp at hy

Miss C Gurney who has and does take an active interest in the police, not idycoluntryputthe
whole world sometime ago foundedat West Brighton the benevolentinstitution whichis now
transferredo Redhill, andwhich throughthe kindnessof Miss Bell hasbeenpurchasedutright. At
presentthereare 23 children enjoyingits benefits,16 boys and 7girls, 10 of whomhave lost both
parents. Besides clothing and maintenance their education is being welldtiekathd we believe
arrangements have been made for those who are able to go to atkdadtSh eseh@oks. We are
sure one and all will welcome in our midst such a moebdednstitutionand what morgive it our
earnest and liberal support.

Muchpraiseis dueto theReigateBoroughPolicefor theireffortson behalfof thehome Manyof those
who wokked hard at cricket gave up their rest time and went on duty allafigintvardsandmoreover
wentdownto EastbournentheM a y oanrualoutingaftercomingoff duty in the morning. We are
glad to hear that a substantial amount has besdized as thresultof thematch.

TheBlack CrownMinstrelsarealsomuchto becommendedor theparttheytookin thed m a df thén

season. Both the Police and Minstrels have on previous occasions exerted thefosdbwed
charitiesandlastyearasaresultof asimilarmatchaveryhandsomsumwashandedvert o St Anne
Asylum.

1895 September 5: Dorking and Leatherhead AdvertiselCricket- A match played okVednesday
of last week on the Redhill Cricket Ground Earlswood betviagate BorouglPoliceandRedhill
tradesmerfcaptained byir. C E Gatlandyesultedn adraw.

1895 September 6: Surrey Mirror: Cricket The Borough Police at CricketA match waslayed
between the Borough Police and Leigh United at Reigate Heath onédéynandesultedor awin
for the police on thefirst inningsby 30 runs. The police made75 in their firstinnings, PC Watson
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contributing 41 and in their second were all got out for 12. Leigh Upit¢tbgether 45 in their first
innings G Smittbeing top scorer with 17, and in their secordturemade29 for six wickets

1895 September 6: Surrey Mirror: Cricket match to be played Thursday 12 Septemliiigate
Borough Policer Eastbourn@&oroughPoliceat Redhill.

1895 September 20: Croydon Adudiser reported the sum of £28 had been handed ovérgo
Provincial Police Orphanage at Redhill by the treasurer (Insp King) as the net resutirckéte
match.

1896: A summary execution was carried out at Redhill Police Station when PC Skeggeatist
dog suspected of having rabié%.

1897 ReigateA constable was wanted for thefof money from the chief constable but taiNaples
wherehewasdetainedandaninspector wenfrom Reigateto bring him back2°?

1899: The establishment of the force had reached one head constable, two inspectsesgéants
andtwentyni ne constabl es. The aver ag averhgegedfhirty- wa s
three. 103

1899 September 15: Croydon Observert.ocal Cricket Reigate Borough Police v Reigdaftére
Brigade- These teams met on Saturday last by kind invitation of J Powell Esq J.Pregitiece,
Ivanhoe, Wray Pak, Reigate, when after a mogiyale game the police won B9 runs. For the
firemen Prince and Powell batted and bowled well and for the polid®&€&bnin hisold stylebatted
well for 47 runsandPSTaylor takingseverwicketsfor 20runsThe score being Fire Brigade 69 runs
and Police 108. After the match both teams enjoyeexaallentsupper given by Mr. Powedit his
residence.

1899 December 31: Annual Reporof the Chief Constable to the Right Worshipful Magod the
members of the Watch Committee of the Borough of Rejgaxth report from CQamedVetcalfe:

TheBoroughPoliceproceede@gainsd71 menand47 females

Crimes committed 59 anincreasef 9 with 33 menandtwo femalesapprehendefbr offences
including burglary and housebreakingPropertyto the estimatedvalue

allegedto havebeenstolenor obtainedby fraud£10116sa decreasef £55 17s4d; recovered
£317s 9 ¥d and increasef £10 1710 %d 104

Doors and windowsfound insecur@77

Drunkenness122prosecute@nincreaseof 33

101 A Pictorial History of the SurreyConstabulanGerry Middleton Stewart

02 pyrrantpage71

103 A Pictorial History of the SurreyConstabulanGerry Middleton Stewart

104 SCCArchive CentreCC/98/22/1ReigateBoroughPoliceannualreportto yearend31 Decemben 899
44
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Otherduties included Licensed Premises; Explosives Acts stores and licenses 1pnghdutions;
Petroleum Acts 10 samples taken and tested; Shop Hours Act 38 visits; &ndBesllarsvith 3
sweepdicensedand37 pedlarsArmy Acts 114menbilletedin theBorough|nquests 25 reports to the
Coroner, 7 post mortems with 22 inquests; accidents 36 pgled of which 19 were conveyed
in police hand ambulance; street lamipsl83 neededattention of which 72 werenot lit or
extinguished!%®

PoorLaw Acts: ticketsissuedo persondor admissiorto the casualward of the Union 6514
areductionof 833 over 1898

Common Lodging Houses: There are four with room for 77 people to be accommbdated
Lost and Found property: value £1283 15s 3chtbof which £1021 returned to the owiér
StrayDogs: 117 alecreasef 48

Weightsand measures1297weightsand 170 scalesand 2313 measuresvere verified and
stamped.

Disease®f AnimalsAct activity broughtanincomeof £53.12.11

Ambulance 26 memberof theReigateBoroughPolicehavebeenawardectertificatesoy the
StJohn Ambulanc&ociety!©?

Sickness197 daysareduction 0f 110

1899 variations in police personnell inspector advanced fronfto 29 grade; 1 constablg-7t"
grade;1 constableé-6™" grade 6 constabled-2"d grade; constablgoensioned3 constablesesigned;
1 constablalismissed?!!?

1899averageage of theforce 33 2/3 years,averageheight5 feet 10 3/8 inches,averagdength of
servicell ¥ years averageeeklypay £1 10s 44*

1899:124EnglishandWelshboroughgossessethdependenpoliceforcesof which 61 werecounty
boroughs?!3

105 SCCArchive CentreCC/98/22/1ReigateBoroughPoliceannualreportto yearend31 Decembeni 899
106 SCCArchive CentreCC/98/22/1ReigateBoroughPoliceannualreportto yearend31 Decembe 899
107 SCCArchive CentreCC/98/22/1ReigateBoroughPoliceannualreportto yearend31 Decemben 899
108 SCCArchive CentreCC/98/22/1ReigateBoroughPoliceannualreportto yearend31 Decemben 899
109 SCCArchive CentreCC/98/22/1ReigateBoroughPoliceannualreportto yearend31 Decemben 899
110 SCCArchive CentreCC/98/22/1ReigateBoroughPoliceannualreportto yearend31 Decemben 899
111 SCCArchive CentreCC/98/22/1ReigateBoroughPoliceannualreportto yearend31 Decemben 899
1123CCArchive CentreCC/98/22/1ReigateBoroughPoliceannualreportto yearend31 Decemben 899
113 A History of Policein EnglandWL Melville-Lee 1901reprintKessingeiRareReprints2012page394
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1899total costof the force for ayearto 25 March 1899%3,060 11s4d. 114

114 SCCArchive CentreCC/98/22/1ReigateBoroughPoliceannualreportto yearend31 Decembei1 899
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1899statisticsfrom ReigateBoroughPolice
Prosecutiong23men255female
Crimes54

Apprehende®6 menand5 females
Nor-indictableoffences140
Drunkennes86

ExplosiveAct premisesl3

Petroleum Act: 10 licenses, 10 samples takeveeps/pedlars: 2 sweeps and 50 pedlars
licensedinquests32 sudderdeaths,10 postnortems27 inquests

Accidents:38

Streetlamps requiring attention FaforLaw applicants 6355
Lodginghousest where75 canbeaccommodated

Lostand Found£1361 73 dvith £1115 132d claimed
Weightsandmeasures392weights,112 scalesand1985measureshecked
Refusedcharges: 9

Arrestsfor otherforces5

Enquiries for other forces and government departmentsog®thildren 5
Sicknessl50days

Runaway horses: 4 officers involved and two commended
Insecuritiedound by police424

Thecost of theforce£3181 3.011°

1900: At the turn of the century there were two inspectors, four sergeants and-gigirtyonstables.
Municipal Buildings at Castlefield were built at Reigate and made provision boarednew police
headquarterstationandcellsin the basementvith stairsleadingto the cour{now the council chamber)
on the first floor. There was also a new house next door fétehd Constable. The Reigate station was
sold and the Redhilktation, although no longer thimrce HQ, remainedas the local station.
AccommodatioratthenewReigatebuilding wasalsdo eventuallybecomeoo smallasthesizeof both

115 http://iwww.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htm
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forceandcouncilincreasedteadily,andtheReigatepolice presencevaslater moved toa housecalled
Cherchefellan ChartLane.

Believed to be a Reigate Borough Police officer (From Dr Peter Kennison)
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1900 April 27: Surrey Mirror: Footbal |- Redhill Tradesmen v Borough PoliCEhis matchwasplayed

onthe SportsGroundon Wednesdagfternoonanda very goodgameresultedn a winfori me mioke r s

thef o r byehbeegoalsto nil. The gamestartedin a rathereven fashiorwith both sides getting
dangerously near the goal. Although East was playing back fdaratlesmenhe took up dutiesof a
forward andwhenhe got possessionf the ball it requiredallthe efforts of the policemen to check his

vigorous rushes. It is a wonder he did not scordimAe went on, the policemen got the upper hand and
finally Arnold netted the ball. Up to haiime nothing more had occurred. On resuming the play became

much faster and on severatcasionghet r a d e Somwards@at very nearto the goal, but they
generallyfoundthattheconstables in the back division were just big enough to get in theirAvbngth
thehcopperso broke away and with a spirit ¢hd
tradesmen missed a beautiful chance, Lyle taking the ball right into the goal moutton&tables
however, broke away after a shagimmage and the ball being taken to the @héwas netted by
Skeggs. No morgoalsbeing scored.

1900 June 29: Surrey Gazettdhe Police at CricketSeveral members of Reigate Borouglice
force spent an enjoyable time on Tuesday at Tunbridge Wdiisher they hagroceeded with the
express purpose of competing with Tunbridge Wells police in a friagaltyeof cricket. Runsdid
notappeato betheorderof theday,probablythevery badconditiorof the cricket ground where the
match wagplayed had something to do with this, at any th&visitorsweresuccessfuin piling up
11runsin thefirstinnings.TheWellsforcescoredb4 In the second innings Reigate complied 64 runs
for four wickets. Of these PC Watson m&dke PC Good 17 and PC Arnold 14. For the home team
Blackford took six wickets for thremins.An excelleniuncheonwas provided in thpavilion at half
time.

1900 July 27: Surrey GazetteReigate Firemen and Police at Crick@n the beautifugroundsof
Ivanhoe,Reigatekindly placedattheir disposaby Mr JamesPowell J P the ReigatéoroughPolice

met membersof ReigateFire Brigadein a friendly gameof cricketon Tuesdawfternoon last. The
firemen were captained by Mr. M Crust while Insp Lee atathe head othe police.Stumps were
pitched shortly after the toss and Captain Crust having won théhw$isgemen took the field. The
firemen owing to the remarkable batting of Prince vgerecessfuh winning,afeatwhichtheyhave
neverbeforeaccomplishedincetheyfirst playedhe police some six years ago. Prince compiled no
less than 91 runs while the other men mtatlee t ot al up to 132. PC6S
the bowling and Leonard and Bacarre the most fortunate foréghmen in blue, the former with 44
runs and the latter 15. At haifine teawas servean theterracewhich was greatlappreciated.

1900 August 18: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser:Cricket Reigate Borough Police v
Tunbridge Wells Borough Poliee'he Tunbridge Wells Borough Police journeyed to Redbill
Tuesday in order to play a return match with Reigate Borough Police. The miskeadtaleCricket
Ground resulted in a conclusive win for the visitors. The weather HrEagtifully fine, the day
proved a most enjoyable one. Sgt Taylor captained the Reigatatednsp Greenwoodlrunbridge
Wells. Reigatewon the tossandwent in first making 77 runsPC Watson contributing 43 and PC
Dobney 12.
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When Tunbridge Wells went in it did not look at first as though they were going to do foivig
wicketsweresoondownfor nineruns,butthenPC Sandersventin andashe cameoutat the endof
theinnings6é n @ u anédhadmade80, makingit apparento theReigatementhathey had been beaten
single handed. PC Watson did good service for Reigate with théabatlgfive wicketsfor 47 runs.

At theinterval an excellentlunch was providedat the Old Oakinn where Mr. J Metcalfe, Chief
Constable of Reigate said he hoped they would havel#asure of meeting the visitors on many
future occasions for such meetings were reallyoofsiderable importance, as thepded to cultivate

a friendly feeling between forces and thgblic reaped the benefit in a variety of ways which they
could not always see. The life opaliceman was monotonous especially in a small town where there
were not many recreatiooslittle outings like that which they were now enjoying in the salubrious
atmosphere dReigateand which must havabeneficial effect

1901 January 4: Croydon Observer:Football in Reigate and RedhilReigate BoroughPolice v
Chart Wanderers these teammet on Wednesday when the latter won two goatd.to

1901 February 22 Surrey Mirror: Police at Football The borough police football teemgaged the
Redhill Wednesday Reserves on Wednesday afternoon and a good gameimeguttag for the
police bythree goals to one. The goals were kicked by PCs Howlett, SinaBullimore. Theduties
of refereewereefficiently performed byPC Bacon.

1901 May 24: Kent and SussexCourier: TunbridgeWells Policev ReigatePolicei Cricket

- A match betweenthese two teams was played at Redhill on Tuesday when the TunlVeltse
team wereeasy victors.

1901 April 30: Sussex Agricultural Express:The Provincial Police Orphanage, RedhBenefit
Concertand Football Match - The membersof ReigateBorough Police Force are to beheartily
congratulated upon the success attending their laudable efforts to assist the finedBrokincial
Police Orphanage at Redhill, which is about to be removed to larger andonuredious premises
in London Road, wich have been secured at a considerable costaWébire commendable in itself
to do something to benefit the finances of a home doing Splehdid and beneficial work in their
midst the members of the Borough Force determinedganizea concertand appeal to thgeneral
public for their support.

In addition to this, a costume football match was arranged to take place in the afternoSpatshe
Ground, the Lone Star Minstrels having kindly consented to enter into friendly riwéhythe
gentlemen in blue. The day was beautifully fine, and a capital attendance waddréeteghectacle

of football as it should not be played. The pokeere their uniform and theninstrels in costume
were provocative of great mirth. Instead of their ardour abating agatheproceededit grewin
proportionto theirnumberstherebeingnotlessthan15ludicrouslhattired minstrels on the field at the
close. All the laws of football were set at defiance. At ormenent the ball was collared, the next it
was a player and the whistle of the referee eaginuously orthefi t o ofdr someéinfringement

of the rules of the game.Eachside scor@l a goaland what was lacking in science was more than
compensated for by the fun the gapmevided,and it was this thepectators werib see.

A concertheldin theeveningatthe MarketHall wasanundeniablesucces
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1901 June 25: Horsham, Petworth, Midhurst and Steyning Expres®olice at Cricketinteresting
matchatRedhill Themembersf Redhill Police Forcewereseenin their bestlighton Tuesdaywhen
they fraternizedwith their brethrenof the West SussexConstabularywhomthey metin friendly
rivalry at the nationalgameof cricket on Redhill Sports Ground. The townhas good reason to
congratulate itselfipon the efficiency and excellence, as a body, olanal guardian®f thepeace,
whoin themanyandvariedpartstheyhaveto playin thedischargef their onerous duties of their office
have earned nothing but the highest encomiums offed&w townsmen.

A R o b eganh iadjvidual hasa warm and friendly heartbeatingunderhis blue sergetunic and
moderation, keen direction and ripened judgement are among the leading attributes thahraake
welcome and respected figure in agiycle or gathering in the borough. Always alkeenin the
dischargeof the duty of the moment,readyandwilling to renderfirst aid if requiredthe first to
fearlessly risk life and limb in stopping the runaway or tenderly tending the injatied of the
precociousunruly quadrupedhewins alike theadmirationandpraiseof all heisbroughtinto contact.
Takencollectivelythe ReigateBoroughPolice Forcecould notbebeatein the kingdom, possessing
as it does to an abnormal degthese excellent qualities whidtavebeen associated with it from
inception.

At playaswell asworkfi R o b isageén@landhappyfellow, andalthoughnotbaskingn thesunshine
of success on Tuesday, he nevertheless strongly exemplified thevinamsyof theHeadConstable
who declaredheobjectof thesesocialreunionsis not somuchto win matcheasto inculcatea spirit

of goodfeelingbetweernvariousconstabularieSTheWestSusseXPoliceproved themselves every whit
as genial a body ohen as their entertainers and rather betteketersalthoughperhapghelocals
desiredo carrytheir principlesof hospitalityto suchanextentasnotto sallowtheir visitorsto appear
atadisadvantageAfter luncheonat the WarwickHotel play wasresumedTaylor who capturedive
wicketsfor 36 runstrundledsuccessfulljorthelocalswhowereoutplayedhowever bytheir powerful
rivals at all stagesf thegame.

1901 July 12: Surrey Mirror: Police and Fire Brigade at Cricket - On Wednesdaythe Reigate
Borough Police engaged the members of Reigate Borough Fire Brigade at crickepleathee
grounds attached to lvanhoe, Reigate, the residence of Mr. J Powell J.Pplaasant game resulted
in a win for the police. In the inteal the members of the tams witheir wives and children were
entertainedo tea.

1901August 16: SussexAgricultural Express:Policeatcricket The ReigateBoroughPolicespent
anenjoyableime ontheReigateHill CricketGroundon Wednesdayjastontheoccasionof a match
betweenthe Borough Police Cricket Club and the London Central Market€Constables and Staff
Cricket Club. The beautiful ground was kindly place at their dispo9dr.by H G Welsh,the hon
secretaryThis matchbeing abouthethirteenththathad beerheld
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between these teams and there is very little difference between the numberedchihaebtained.
In the first innings the visitors won easily by 62 runs, however in the secomdnhestersnadea
grandscoreof 115,to which Inspectori_ee andDetectiveSkeggscontribute®8 and22 respectively.
Thepick of thevisiting teamwasSargeanandhis scoreof 45included six. At the interval the teams
sat down to an excellent lunch provided by Messrs. G | Land$Sons of Reigateyhosecatering
gavegenerakatisfaction.

1901August 30: Surrey Mirror: ReigateBoroughPolicev Mr. A R u mb [Xle- ®hés matctplayed

on the Sports Ground resulted in a victory for the police by 20 runs. For the poliskelggsvas

the principal scorerhis total being43, 36 of which he madein his first ten hits. Healso caused the
downfallofei ght of the Tradesmends wibdwasunfertunately C L e
runoutwhenhis scorewasat25. Forthe TownsmenNattsdid well withbothbatandball, but Cooper
wasslightly moresuccessfulvith thebatscoring26. A wishwasexpressed by many present that next

year the Redhill Tradesmen v Borough Police matatesildbe revived.About twelve or fifteen
yearsagothesetwo gamesvereamongthe principaleventsof the summer andt is hoped theymay
againbecomeannualfixtures.

1901 September 21: Dorking and Leatherhead AdvertiserReigate Borough Police &ricket -
The Reigate Borough Police Athletic Club brought a successful season to anBmesday at the
Sports Ground, when a team made of members dbtioe with more than tgne asersideplayed
agameof cricketagainstateamwith lessthanteny e asersiade Thougtihere had been heavy rainfall
during the previous evening and night, the pitch was in a fgotydconditionanda goodgame
resultedThef ¢ r o gaikeslameasyvictory overtheirmoreyouthful comrades knocking up a score
of 94 against 41. After the game an excellent teapsagded in the pavilion and tobacco and cigars
were distributed to the men by the He&2adnstableandlateranexcitingracetook placebetweernPC
Watson,carryingPS Taylor on hisback and PC Arnold, the former having to run 50 yards and the
latter 100, Arnold only justnanagingo win. A gameof quoitswasalso playedn which the Head
Constablgook part.

1901 November 15Reigate, in consequence of the action of the police in trying to puttdovast
riding has been acted upon to some extent. The great majority of cyclists corsdbemuténg and
admits there are cases of very reckless ridingdmple whose sole idea@&hjoymenbnthewheelis

to seehow manymiles anhourthey cancover.Surreypolicein theiranxiety to procure convictions
haul in the innocent with the guilty, and the magistrates inRbmjatedistrict are accusedof
invariably takingtheview of thepoliceagainsthatofindependent witnesses on the question of speed.
The wide berth already given to Reigatedoynecyclistsandthefearthattheboycottmay spreads
causingsomuchanxietyto thetradepeople whdenefit by the large number of cyclists who visit the
town and they have made appealto the mayorto usehis influenceto stopthe defectivesystem
which hasbeenin vogue.11®

1902 January 25: Sussex Agricultural ExpressRecreation for the Policelt is often saidwith
perfectjustice,thatap o | i c difenis nobashappyone,andthe difficulty experienced by many

116190115 NovemberThe Scotsman
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forces in attracting men for enrolment is amptyested to by the wide field fromhich men are
drawn. People are beginning more and more to recognize the good qudiitiegmanin b | uardd
to increasinglyregardhim asa defenderof the police anda custodiaroftheir property, rathethan as
ameremediumfor bringingculprits to justice.

The members of Reigate Borough Police Force are deservedly popular in the town aodyasfa
men discharge the onerous duties which devolve upon them with good tempsfficiedcy. A
practicalillustration of the goodwishestowardthemof a not unimportantsectiorof the community
has just been furnished by the opening off a handsome billiard roomregvthiunicipal Building.
The cost of the table has been defrayed by a number of ladiggeatiemen who take a keen and
kindly interest in the force., and it should afford many hadiiganocent amusement to the members
and act as a constant reminder & ¢jood feelingvhich is entertained towards them by the residents
of the borough. There is a splendi@iguippedibrary atthe head officeand thisis well patronized

by themen.

They serve the town ungrudgingly and well and are deserving of the st #ifit can benade to
secure their recreation, both of body and mind. It is exceedingly rare for aninditieretion to be
made and when this does occur it is generally of so trivial a characterctigabd purposecan
possibly beserved by bringig it into thelight of day.

1902 July 18 Surrey Mirror: Reigate Borough Police Cricket CluEnjoyable match witBrighton

Men - Defeat of the Reigate menf the Reigate Borough Police Cricket Club isthetchampion
club it was a good few yeaagjo, it can still turn out a good team who can plapod game of cricket

as was evident on Tuesday at the Priory Ground when an eleveromi@dsionsvith representatives

of theBrightonPoliceAthletic Club. Not manyyearsagothename of Reigate ithe police cricketing
world was a name to be respected, if not fearedsimge then the club has somewhat deteriorated
from the fact that aréalittle siftand stlkp.dHovwevery downaot et itdhel n s ¢
understood for one moment that #iab ison its last legs or that the same amount of interest is not
taken in the game as of yore, for sisamot the case. Mr. Metcalfe, the popular Chief Constable, is a
strong believer in his memdulging in healthy exercise and affords members offthee every
possible opportunity gbarticipatingin games beneficial to body anadnd.

Although the worthy chief does not take part in the national summer pastime, he, likeno@ny
takes a great interest in watching others strivingstggremacy on the cricket field. &te matchon
Tuesdayalthoughthehomestergosttheywerein noway disgracedA coupleofmistakes in the field

were responsible for their downfall, but the result was only andtbstration of the uncertainty of
cricket. It also must not be forgotten that Chief Const@#atleof Brightonhadover 130 mento
choosefrom while Mr. Metcalfe had about40 and thatthe Brighton men have had considerable
practice this year while this was the first matchRerigate.so to lose by 23 runs is surely an indication
that there i s fl iddeunmenfotiineh waslatdth&ShmegHotelet 6. The

1902 August 9 West Sussex County Time®est Sussex Constabulary v Reigate BoroRglice
This match wagplayed onthe HorshanCricket Groundon Wednesday anesulted in
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a win for the Constabulary by eight wickets. Frequent showers spoiled the fixture. Raitedeirst
and were all out at the luncheon interval for 64, PC Dean tékilngdvantage ofhe wicket. A restart
was delayed by heavy showers but during a temporary improvemeDotistabularyvon easily.

1902December31 AnnualReportto the WatchCommitteefrom JamedMetcalfe:
A large fire in the premises of a furniture messi two killed
Murder: a female sentenced to death for murder by strangutation
1902theforce movedits headquarter® Reigate.

1903Dorking and LeatherheadAdvertiser 11" July i CricketFixtures United Services/Reigate
Borough Police.

1903 31 December Annual Reportio the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe:
Indictableoffencesi 67
Arrestsfor otherforces13

Enquiries for other police forces and government departmen@os2at theforce£3402 12s
4d

Electriccallsarenowestablishedandinformationof firesmaybegivenatRedhillandReigate
PoliceStations, telephonedhll 1 and Redhill 17 respectively®
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117SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1902
118 3CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1903
119 pictureAlan Mooreto RobertBartlett
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1904January 16: TheHeadConstabldoundthatthewindowshadnotbeenproperlycleane@nd that
parts of the offices had not been properly dusted and that these officeresyeresiblgSignedby
HC JamesMetcalfe)PSTaylor, PCBramwellandPC Normington 120

1904March 1: PCJamesGadd injurechis leg whilst stoppinga runaway horse?!

1904 January 25:TheClerk will work 8-6pm every day with an hour for lunch andZhoon on
Sunday?!??

1904 November 18: Surrey Mirror: Reigate Police at Recreatierin their hours of leisur¢he
members of Reigat®orough Police Force enter with great zest into their recreationslusimg) the
past week they have been busily in games contests. On Friday a whist tounwastezitbetween
teamgrepresentativef theforceandReigatePostOffice, thelatterwinningby eleven games to nine.

On Wednesday the police met a team of t he
tournament, a pleasant and interesting contest terminating in a draw of ten games a gidécd he
billiards handicap for the handse cruet offered by Mr. F W Blackiston was wonR@ Reeve, Mr.
Blackiston making the presentation at the police station on Friday aftetdednok the opportunity
afforded by the occasion of paying a high tribute to the forceeapressed the pleasutgave him

to do anything that tended to enhance the enjoyment of éhe lib@rsof recreationMr. Metcalfe,
theHeadConstablehankingMr. Blackistononbehalbf his men for the&indly interest ha¢ook in the
force.

1904December31: Annual Report to the WatchCommitteefrom JamedMetcalfe:

Indictable offences 77 including concealment of Gilteatrical, Music and Dancing licenses
issuedLicensingAct 7 clubs

Licensedpremisespolicepaid1195visits
Hackney Carriage Adt 27 licenses (police also checked the roadworthinegshatles)

Pensions papers for the army, navy and police verified by calling at police st&8¢8sil
certifying thepensioneis aliveon intothelate 1960s)

Callersatpolicestations2181123

1905 March 30: A member of the publicnade a presentation of a sétcarvers to PC Talbfur
stopping his runaway horsg*

120 5CC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable Metcalfe
121 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable Metcalfe
1223CC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other irsfiam compiled by Chief Constable Metcalfe
1233CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1904
124 SCCArchivesCC98/22/25GeneralOrdersandotherinformationcompiledby Chief ConstabléMetcalfe
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1905December31: Annual Report to the WatchCommitteefrom JamedVetcalfe:

The Head Constable is the inspector undelegghts and Measures Act, Common Lodging
Houses, Hackney Carriage Act, Petroleum Act, Explosives Act, Shop Hours Act, Music and
DancingAct, Diseases of Animals Act.

PC13Perrydiedafter23y e asersice

Average age of the force was 35%2years, er age hei ght 5 feet 10
servicewith an averageay of £1 12s 3d%°

1906December31: Annual Report to the WatchCommitteefrom JamedVietcalfe 126
Forcewasaugmentedby threeconstablesSix menappointedn theyearleavingtwo vacancies?’

1907 August 24: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Policeat Cricket 1 By invitation ofMiss
Rawsontheauntof CptR H Rawsona cricketmatchfollowed by adinnertook placeat Crawley on
Thursday of last week between tbeal fire brigade and a team of the Reigatgough Police. The
latter, who travelled each way by brake were under the captaincy ®ay& . The wet weather
greatlyinterferedwith thematchandafterscoring70for five wicketghe Brigade declared. Tmpolice
wickets fell quickly but then a stand was made by FGdsonand Hood. The former had the
satisfactiorof reachinghis half century,andwhenrainstoppedplay thematch was lefdrawn.

1907December31: Annual Report to the WatchCommitteefrom JamesMetcalfel?®

Accidents58injuredi threefatal 13 takenill in thestreetHandandhorseambulanceisedl4times,
thelatter eight times privately

1908 April 3: Surrey Mirror: Games ContestA games contest took placeRedhill Policétation

on Wednesday of | ast week between QRamesgfahise Bor
draughtsanddominoeswereplayed,the resultbeing ReigateBoroughPolicel3, Mr . Ot henos
20.

1908December31: Annual Report to the WatchCommitteefrom JamedVietcalfe4?
Number of licenses granted to children to trade in the stre@i\ new bylaw 1 Decembet908)

As police duties have increased considerably during past years it was thought the dlites @ n er 0 s
Officer mightbe performed by others and the police therefore resigned fromadhesei e s 6

1908 Strengthi 1 Head Constable, 2 inspectors, 1 clerk sergeant, 1 detective sergeaightsand
measuresergeant, gatrolsergeants an#l7 constables*?

125 SCCArchive CentreCC/98/22/1ReigateBoroughPoliceannualreportto yearend31 Decemben 905

126 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1906

1273CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual reposrternye 31 December 1906

1283CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1907
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Chief Constablé Mr J Metcalfe 6f"thé‘“§6r66§j‘h Bbii—ce"ernoute to a éivic service at th&eigate
Parish Church in 1909 with members of the Fire Brigade marching behin@Picture Alan Moore)

1909 SeptemberReported t hat Reigate Wwesi égedadégd ai
hundredapplicantsanxious to becomepolicemen. 143

1909August 6: Surrey Mirror: Cricket. GattonParkEmployeesXl v ReigateBorough Police
XI -Playedat GattonParkon Wednesdayluly 28" resultedin awin for thehometeamby 51runs.

1909 Septemberd: West Sussex County TimesOne of the rare occasions on which thembers
of ReigateBoroughPoliceforcehaveanopportunityto appeaonthecricket groundtranspiredvhen
acceptingthe kind invitation of Col R H Rawson they metthe Bolney club onthe cricket ground
adjoining his premises at Gravenhurst. The day proved pleasantly firtagamding was vastly
enjoyed. Bolney beating the Reigate Borough Police by an inningkZanohs.

The teams being entertained to gepby Col and Lady Beatrice Rawson who expressechtysis
thatmorecricketwouldbeplayedonhisgroundin thefuture.Hewasinformedthatthepolicehadfew
opportunitiesfor practice,andthis probablyhad somethingto do with the resulbf the match. Col
Rawson then told his Bolney f rwasmotad critketand @ me mb
more time was taken up with that sport it was possible that thepgmpde ofReigate would not rest

so comfortably in their beds as they weraldad to do gpresentsecuren the knowledgethatthey
wereunderthe protectionof sucha splendidbody of men as the Borough Police. He hoped that this
match had paved the way for a seriemektingsbetween théwo sides.

1909 September 10: Surrey Mirror: Cricket- Gatton Park Employees v Reigate Borodyiice-

On Wednesday the Borough Police played their return match with the GattoiRpliyees at

Al vanhoeodo by kind per mi ssi on o &nphMventeddeaisites P o w
completingtheir innings, thoughthey had alreadypassedhero pponent 6s scor e.
players sat down to an enjoyable meal when the hopexyasssedhat thetwo teamanight meet

again thenextyear.

1909 October 12: Surrey Mirror: Police Presentationsetired officers honoured at Reigatefhere
wasa largegatheringof police officers of all ranksatthe Municipal Buildings at Reigateon Friday
afternoon on the occasion pfesentations to ekspector Henry Lee and €XC Henry Greenfield
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late of the Borough force, both of whom retired in June of this yearHEael Constable (Mr. J
Metcalfe) presided and there were also present Inspectors HawtetbkeggsSergeants Tawl,
Rosam, Kendrick, Watson and Bullimore, and a large numbmordtables.

The Head Constable in making the presentation gave a brief record of the work dondvay the
officerswhomtheywereassembledhatdayto honourandspokein eulogistictermsin theway they
which their duties have always been carried out. Speakinglofspector Lee, heaid it had always
been a great pleasure to work with him, and they all felt sorry to losefdntterewasalwaysa
touchof sadnessboutpartingwith friendswho had provedthemselvet® be goodandsoundones.
Ex-InspectoiLeewasalwaysareliableofficer, andnevertooharcdn his meri if he erred at all it was

in the other direction. EffC Greenfield also had axcellentgood conductrecord,had served30
years,wasalwayssteadyandpunctual,civil andobliging andwasneverheardto grumble.Like ex-
InspectorLee hetried to live respectedandhey all hopedthatthe two officers would live long to
enjoy their pensionsand rememberwithsomegratification the yearsthey had spentin the Force.
(Applause).The HeadConstabletherformally presented to the retired officers the gifts which had
been subscribed for by membearfsthe Force. Estnspector Lee was theaipient of a handsome
barometer, while EPC Gr eenf i el d6s memento took the forr
mounted in oak anduitableengravedasfi b e markgof esteenfrom the membersf the Reigate
BoroughPol i ce. 0O

Ex-Inspector Leafterwards responded in humorous phrases and spoke of the many chiaiches
had taken place in the Force since he joined it, particularly with reference to prdeidimgcomfort
of themen.

(Seel927whenthedeathof InspectorLeeis recorded)

1909 November 9 : dhites weneepasSesl froonftHe ipalieertd & retired Police
I nspector Henry Lee. The Chief Const aebderall di r e
such as¥%istance. 0

1909 December 31: Annual Reporto the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe=fingerprint
systemproves arexcellentaid in thedetection of crime3°

1910July 22: Surrey Mirror : Cricket - Gatton Park Employees v Reigate Borough Peliayed
at Gatton Park on Wednesday resulted in a win for the home team by 174 runs.

1910July 23: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser - Redhill Harriersi At a successful sports
meeting at Redhill there wasrelay team race between the Reigate Borough Police and the Postmen,
both in uniform. The Police got off well but lost their lead which however was well regained by PS
Hood. The last policeman got off with a useful lead and he was able to increasigeilaas postman

slipped and fell as he started. The postman was unable to make up lost ground and the police won
rather easily.

129 SCCArchivesCC98/22/25GeneralOrdersandotherinformationcompiledby Chief ConstabléMetcalfe
130SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1909
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1910August 19Surrey Mirror : Reigate Police Pleasant day at Gravenhurst. At the kind invitation

of Col R H Rawson, M.P a number of members of Reigate Borough Constabulary spent a pleasant
day at Gravenhurst, Bolney on Thursday when they met the local atuicladt. This is the seond

occasion on which the members of the Borough Police have been entertained by Col Rawson, whose
kindness had been greatly appreciated. Both teams were shown over the grounds and house by their
generous host, who was unsparing in his efforts to protheteomfort and pleasure of his guests.

The match resulted in a win for the Bolney club by seven wickets. For Reigate Police PS Hood was
top scorer with 16 runs, while PC Prangell, four wickets for 6 runs, PS Watson three for 2 and PS
Hood three for 19 wermost successful with the ball. At the conclusion an admirable tea was served.

1910September 2:Surrey Mirror Cricket T Gatton Park Employees v Reigate Borough Police
played at Ivanhoe, Reigate on Tuesday Augu$tr2sulted in a win for Gatton Park B runs.

1910December31: Annual Report to the WatchCommitteefrom JamedMetcalfe:

A significantnumberof bookswerepresentedo the policelibrary andin theannuakeportthe
chief constablas showing his learnin@y alluding toa numberof authors.

The 1910annual reporlist convictionsfor drunkennessince1901.3!

1901 72 1902 60 1903 101 1904 87 1905 124

1906 90 1907 103 1908 84 1909 88 1910 67

Chief Constable Metcalfe 'walking alongside the process'iécmmmemorating King Edward VII
on May 20th, 1910(Picture Alan Moore) 132
1911CoronationPoliceMedal 1911 Reigate Borough®?

Chief Constable Mr James Metaalf

181SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1910
132 http:/flwww.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htm
133 From Tony Collman 2021
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InspectorFred Howlett

1911March 25: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser. Football- The Borough Police Postmen
The match played on Monday between Reigate Borough Police and the Postmen resulted in a win by
the police by 3 goals to 1.

1911April 15 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser. Football- Borough Police v Postmebefeat

once more awaited the postmehem they met the borough police in a Match held at Redhill Sports
Ground on Wednesday afternoon. The day was an excellent one and both teams had an equal chance
The policemen however soon scored twice through Kitchener and Green followed later with, anothe
making a total of three for the police. The postmen made several \wffats,b ut t he pol i c
goal was well guarded and they failed to score.

1911 July 1 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser. Cricket- An interesting match was played at
Ivanhoe onNednesday of last week when Reigate Postal were opposed by an eleven of the Borough
Police. The fAgentl emen in blued having defeat
to turn the tables at the summer pastime. Their success was easilgdbThe match, however, was
marred by a couple of accideninsp Skeggs having his hand badly injured in taking a catch on the
boundary and PC Leonard having his eye somewhat badly cut while batting. Skilton and Frost bowled
well for the Postmen and sposed of their opponents for a total of 62., Ash, Kitchener and Birch
alone running into double figure. The Postal team responded with three wickets for 160 runs. G
Scrivens carrying out his bat for a vigorous 104.

1911 July 29: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: ReigatePolice Fetea t AThe Baron
behalf of the Borough Police and Postmends KR
football match between a team of Police who wernenifiormand a t eam known as
were in costume. A tugf-war between the police and postmen was productive of much excitement,
victory going to the former team, who won the handsome cup presented by the East Surrey Traction
Co.

1911August 4 Surrey Mirror : Cricket- Reigate Borough Police v Gatton PaRtayed at Gatton
Park on Thursday, the homesters winning by 68 runs. At the conclusion of the match the Reigate
Borough Police Team were entertained to tea by their opponents.

1911August 12:Croydon Chronicle and East Surrey Advertiser. Police entertained by MAFOur

| ocal ARobertso were on Friday able to vary t|
by a trip to a place some di st anc extheseatrof@ohe i r
Rawson, the Member for Reigate Division where they were entertained right royally by Col and Lady
Rawson. A feature of a most enjoyable day wascket match between the Reigate Borough Police

and a picked eleven from the Bolney clubie thief takers proved more than a match for the Sussex
players and captained by Insp Skeggs they scored a victory. Skeggs was quite in the form he was
wont to be in the old days when a plain clothes detective in the force, when he so worthily upheld the
reputation of the police team.

1911August 26:Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser. Services at Play A series of challenges
between the three services in the Borough of Reigate, the Police, Fire Brigade and the Postmen was
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held at Reigate Priory Crick&@round. The programme included an inter serviceadfugar, relay

race and throwing a cricket ball, while an independent uniform race was arranged for members of
each service. The inter services events resulted in a complete triumph for the Policevesr¢hey
victors on each occasion. They won the-tdigvar with the greatest of ease, defeating the Fire
Brigade by two pulls to none in the first heat and the Postmen in the final by a similar matgn.
holding for one year the cup presented to the Pélaee some time ago by Princes Wiamsenski.
They were also easy winners in the relay race, in which the Postmen also ran exceedingly well.

PS Hood gave the Police a capital win in throwing the cricket ball, his final distance beiagi85

9 inches. Hawias also threw splendidly but spoilt any chance he might have had by skying the ball
too much. The uniform race provided great amusement, the Postmen perhaps occasioning most
merriment. An equal number of men ran half the distance rourg2@hrgardcourse each exchanging
helmets and tunics with a second competitor. A condition was that the tunics were to be fully buttoned
up, but one competitor was in a hopeless condition as he could not get into his tunic by inches, while
another careered round the cauearing a helmet many sizes too large. PS Bullimore won the
Police uniform race beating PC Dale into second place. PC Dale would have been the easy winner
but stood whilst buttoning up his tunic.

1911 September 2:Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser. Police at Cricketi Pleasant game at
Bolney The return Cricket match between the Bolney Club and Reigate Borough Police was played
on Thursday on the Priory Cricket Ground. The game was an interesting one, the teams being fairly
evenly matched for when thestawicket fell the visitors were only leading by a single run. The score
being Bolney 146 and Borough Police 1#bthe evening both teams sat down to dinner at the Market
Hotel, Reigate.

1911December 31:Annual Report to the Watch Committeieom James Metcalfé2*

The annual report has added in script thehiret he
Brigade. 0o This was not wunusual I n bordugh cduocid o u g h
would have buildings containing whate now the three emergency serviaksinder the control of

the senior police officer responsible to the chairman of the Wadohmittee.

1912 July 27: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Cricket Gatton Park Employees v Reigate
Borough Police. Played &atton Park on July 18esulted in a win for the home team.

1912 August 8: West Sussex GazettBolney Col R H Rawson, M.P. took a kindly interest in the
annual cricket match in Gravenhurst Park on Friday between the Reigate Borough Police and Bolney.
The home side made 58 and 37 and the police 43. Col Rawson presided at the dinner and very
enthusiastic leeers were given for him, Lady Beatrice Rawson and the family.

1912 August 24: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Cricket Gatton Park Employees v
Reigate Borough Police, played at lvanhoe on Tuesday resulted in a win for the visitors.

134 3CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1911
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1912 September 14Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Cricket - Reigate Police v Reigate
Postal was won by the Postal team by 60 runs

ReigateBorough 1912Chief ConstableMetcalfe, two inspectorsand four sergeants

1912September 28:Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Reigate Police at cricket The return

cricket match between the Bolney Cricket Club and a team representing Reigate Borough Police
Force took place on Thursday on the Reigate Priory Cricket Ground. The game was played under
pleasant conditionand was greatly enjoyed by those taking part. In the end the visitors were able to
claim victory, thanks to a contribution of 66 not out by the Vicar of Bolney, his teams total score
being 178. For the police, PS Hood took three wickets for 50 runs, PSoM@&for 48 and PC Sturt

4 for 37. The police responded with 75, the top scorer being PS Hood with 21.A feature of the innings
was the splendid hitting of PS Watson who on one occasion hit the ball over the pavilion, scoring out
of his total of 19, 16 ithree successive hits, made up of two sixes and a four. The homesters went in
for a second time knocking up 62, the principal contributor being PC Kitchener with-glagéd

31.

19120ctober 26:Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser. Football i Reigate Pate v Reigate Early
Closers. On the Priory Ground on Wednesday, a game was played between the Reigate Borough
Police and the Reigate Early Closers. The result being a draw of three goals each.

1912 December 31: Annual Reporto the Watch Committee from JasiMetcalfe includingreport
on the activities of th&ire Brigade:'3®

Commendations were awarded to Sergeants Kendrick, Bullimore and Hood by the Watch
Committeefor their diligenceandtactin effectingthe arrestfor frauda notoriouscriminal.

1353CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1911
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Reigate Borough Police constabl@6 with new style helmet without the spike, a duty band and
a badge right upper arm pobably a first aid award.

1913 August 14: Fire Reigate Priory Lor d Beat t y Gise biSke out lasy evéhiogne :
when the roof was damaged the flames having taken hold of the oak beams. No one was injured.
During the day three fires were found within the house.

The Fire Brigade receivedl6 callsin theyeartwo of which wereoutsidethe Borough

1913Theforceacceptedhcreasedesponsibilitiesor theambulanceervicen 1913andit wasordered
that an ambulance constable was to accompany the horse ambulance on all chitsge af five
shillings for the first hour and one shilling per quarter hbereafter, for thembulance, horse and
driver. The war years saw the force depleted as men enlisted andhatbpspecial constables were
engaged?*®

136 A Pictorial History of the SurreyConstabulanGerry Middleton Stewart
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Date unknown but Chief Constable Metcalfe and First Aid medals St John's Ambulance
Association awards Collar numbers visible PC3 €9 PC23 PC10 PC29 PS1?

1913 April 12: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser. Friendly Football Matches Reigate
Borough Police v Reigate Early Closers played on Wednesday on three Reigate Priory Ground. At
half time the score was one each but during the second half the police put on another goal, thus
winning by two goals to one. For the police, Lawrence and Shaw, the latter in goal played a fine
game, the goal scores being Barnett and Lawrence, for the Eargr<lacey scored.

1913August 30Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser. Cricket- Gatton Park Employees v Reigate
Borough Police. Played at Gatton Park on Thursday resulted in a win for the home team by an innings
and four runs.

1913 December 31Annual Report to the Watch Committee from Janidstcalfe includingareport
on theactivities ofthe Fire Brigade:'*’

ReigateBoroughPoliceManpowerStatistics

137 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 Dd&Bber
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Year |Average |Average |Average |Average Sickness
height service pay injury
Per man
1909 32 5ft 103 10 £1109d 9.8
1910 (35 10 £1117d 0.4
1911 35 10 £1119d 2.3
1912 35 11 £1113d 4.0
1913 {34 12 £1118d 8.9

1913:An agreement was reached with Guildford Borough to provide mutual aid when reqgared.

Crime figures; a selectionfrom theannualreports

Crime 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
Rape 1 1

Burglary 6 5 5 6 6
Larceny 64 46 48 42 48
Housebreakin 4 7 10

g

Arson 1 2

Malicious 1
wounding

1913: The Reigate Watch Committee instituted a police medal for Good Servige September

1913,

to

rewar d

25

good

year so

S e wasiincsibrer.kOn

the obverse of thmedal was depicted the borough coat of arms, witlngeiption25 YearsGood

Serviceabovewith ReigateBoroughPolicebelow. The reversehada wreath of oak leaves, with a
reci pi ent 0 snedalabivewasaf eamediumbdlueahd d at e

space

for

t he

the medalwasdiscontinuedon the 15t of March 1943when the force was amalgamatedvith the
Surrey Constabularyby virtue of the War EmergencyPowersAct. JamesMetcalfewasthe Chief
Constablevhenthe medalwas instituted.

138 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1913
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A Reigate Borougpolice 25year good service medal, the reverse of which shows thatahged
to SergeanGilbertAttwood. TheStJohnmedalis datedl911soindicatesheperiodnwhich Sergeant
Attwood served3®

19141918: During World War One the regular police force had to carry out many egtirtdes,
which left a gap that was filleith the Boroughnitially by fiThe Vigilant Associationo This was an
organisation formed in 1914 under the presidency of a Mr G. H. Redwood that att@atgeers
who wanted to provide a service to the community. It was soon realised, hothevérihey were
to have authority, they ould have to be properly recognised by the offip@ice command, so the
Head Constable took charge and swore them in as a body of Speashbles before the Borough
Magistrates. The Borough was divided into eleven beatspegdeach beat was apptad a Chief.
The names of these Chiefs never appeared in the fhiessasongiven beingthat they wantedto
carry outtheir work for its own sakeandnot for thepurposeof parading themselves or thework
beforethe public.

SpecialConstablehadno uniformsbut wereissuedwith armlets,whistlesandtruncheonsandlater
on badges. They patrolled the beats from 10pm to. G&wdless to say, the weather widten
atrocious,and men returnedhome after their night's work soakedto the skin or frozen, orboth.
Nevertheless, the presence of the Special Constabulary freed the regular policerfrond#reand
allowed them t@arry outnecessary war dutié4

1914 April 24: Surrey Mirror - Boxing at Redhilli The Market Hall, Redhill was filled on
Wednesday to witness well managed and properly conducted boxing entertainment arranged by Lieut
Betts of Aldershot. In the Eight Rounds Contest Lain€orp Gibbons (Royal Munster Fusiliers)

beat Mat Nomington (Reigate Borough Police). In the first session the soldier was particularly smart
and clever at close quarters. Early in the next session with a hook on the chin Normington fell and
took the count

139 All medalandbadgepicturesTony Collman
140 http:/iwww.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htm
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1914 August 3: Annual Leave was suspendedofficers leaving the Boroughoff duty must have
permission; attention must be paid to all bridges and tunnels; special attention to bepsicious
personsl4t

1914August 4 war declaredThe chief constable sought to discover how many obffisers were
classedsregular reservists and as special resefés.

1914:ReigateBoroughPolicewasdepletedby menreturningto the Coloursandvolunteering for the
armedforces.The Boroughstrengthwas supplementeuoly 30 SpecialConstables*4?

1914August 11: Mid Sussex Time$ Cricket- Bolney v Reigate Borough PolieéAt the invitation

of Col R H Rawson, M.P. this annual event took place at Gravenshurst on Tuesday, when, despite the
unpleasant weather conditions and the war ctowethanging the nation an enjoyable game resulted

in victory for the home team by 42 runs. Following thatch,a hot dinner was provided for the
teams.

19140ctober 2: Annual leaverestored44

1914 November 13The chief constable ordered that the whole force will parade in theurtiéstm
for church paradeat St Mat h%wdés Church

1914December31: Annual ReportChief ConstableReigateBoroughPolice JamedVetcalfeo the
WatchCommitteeincludingareporton theactivitiesof theFire Brigade:

The War brought many extra duties to the police, exacerbated by the loss of men on tReJemwy

list and other volunteers. After war was declared in August police undertook the relgistering

all aliers including Belgian refugees. A further role was that of Billet Ma&taling lodgings for
members of the armyl.he chief constable reported that since war exdaredi much oner ous
anxiousw o r fklldo thepolice

141 SCCArchivesCC98/22/25GeneralOrdersandotherinformationcompiledby Chief ConstableMetcalfe
142 SCCArchivesCC98/22/25GeneralOrdersandotherinformationcompiledby Chief ConstabléMetcalfe
143 A Pictorial History of the SurreyConstabulanGerry Middleton Stewart
144 3CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1913
145 SCCArchivesCC98/22/25GeneralOrdersandotherinformationcompiledby Chief ConstabléMetcalfe
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1914ReigateBorough Police Truncheon. The truncheon, made from wood, polished. It has & four
ribbed grip with smooth roundgabmmel. The original leather arm strap is not included. Service
mar ks read fARel g@deéeoBorough

1914 Reigate Borough Police with Chie€onstable Metcalfe outside Town Hall

The Reigate Borough Police remained a small force. In 1914, it had 40 officers icdotplising
1 HeadConstable, 2nspectors, Bergeants an80 Constables.

A system of Special Police was organised in August. ABOwsuch Specials with a chief atggputy
chief were engagedfor eachnight beat. Reluctantlythe police againbecameC o r o ©#iceré s
following anappeal fronthe Coroner tahe Watch Committee!*’ (See1909)

148 https:/ivww.gunstar.co.ukfaeigateborough1914wwi-policetruncheon/Accessories/864583
147 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1914
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1915January 1: Surrey Mirror Boxing at Redhill-A capi t al
Market Hall Redhill on Wednesday, the programme arranged by thBdtOLondon Regt. In the 11
stone contest Pte Goddard beat PC Normington (Reigate Borough Rolibe)only round Goddard,

aha d

hitter got one in on the sid

and the decision was no longer in doubt.

eveni

e of

ngos

Nor mi

1915memberf theregularpolicebegarjoining thecoloursandasystenof introducingpaidSpecial
Constablesvasintroduced.This was a controversiakituation. The 'Specials'yvolunteers to a man,
had never asked for payment at any time, and when they were sudslesdio providepaidservice
in lieu of regularmemberof the Forcefoundthemselvesi u n @olwholly meetthosen e e dMhat 0
exactlythis meantis unclearputit wassaidatthetimethathefi S p e cshoaltihavébeenretained
asa purelyvoluntaryforce andthosedraftedinto thepaid servicekept asa separateauxiliary force.
Theresultwasthat the wellintentionediVigilantso had lost much of its momentuby the end of

1915.148

REIGATE POLICE ENLIST.

MEMBERS OF THE REIGATEHMR(%I'GHRSPOLICE WHO HAVE JOINED
Back Row (reading from left to r ht): LeeCorpl. Cosper (M.F. Police), Lee-
Corpl. Hickmore (M.¥. Police), orpl. 5t. Amand (M.F. Police), L«-Crpl
Marks (MLF, Police).
Front Row: Ple Forster (R,AM.C.), LeeCorpl. Lawranse (M.F. Peolice),
Santer (RAM.C).

—————— i =

Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 18 September1915

19156 T Warhasmadethework of theClericalandDetectiveDepartmentsf the Forceveryheavy.
Considerablénvestigationsandreportsoccupyingmuchtime andattentiorhavehadtobe made to the
Home Office, the War Office, the Competent Military Authorities and oftediceF o r & s . 0

148 http://lwww.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htm
149 http://lwww.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/reigatsoughpolice-in-the-greatwar/
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War impacts the ReigateBorough Police
1915June 21, HeadConstableReigateBoroughPolicereportto StandingJointCommittee:

ReigateBorough Police Sergeants Watson and Taylor and PC Stanwell were informed they
hadtheir rightto retireon pensiorwithdrawn for theperiod of thewar. 1°°

Reigate Borough Police PCs Lawrence, Miles, Morse, Wilkinson, Santer and Foster were
given permissiono join theArmy. 151

The Head Constable Reigate Borough Police was authorised to pay Special Constables who
carryoutordinarypoliceduty 32shillingsaweekrisingaftersatisfactoryserviceto 35shillings
perweek?!5?

These figures come from eeport of the 31 December 1918 to the Watch Committee: The
establishment of Reigate Borough Police was 40 and strength of 20 with 14 men in th@fcers
re-joining the force from the army have to beatéested, but their war service wibunttowards
their pensiort>3

1915 August 9:Permission for PCs Hickman and Smith Reigate Borough Police to joAritmgas
soon asarrangements could Imeadefor their release>*

The Chief Constable Reigate Borough Police report to the Watch Commitfed bisunfortunately
missingfrom thecollection ofreportsheld atthe SurreyHistory Centre.

1915 December 31: Annual Reporto the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe includiegort
on theactivities of theFire Brigade:**®

PoliceConstabld 3FrederickMarksandPoliceConstable1 ErnestDidier StAmandresigned
to join the Army.1%6

A SpeciaBranchof theSpecialPolicewasformedundertwo chiefsto give attentionto special
mattersand they havedonesomevery good work1°’

TheHeadConstablevasadvisedofill thevacanciesn theforcetemporarily if possiblefrom
the Special Constabulary?

Themilitary authoritieswereempoweredo usethe police cellssofar ascanbespared:>®

150 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915
151 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report yeat évecember 1915
1523CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915
153 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1918
154 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borotgiice annual report year end 31 December 1915
1555CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915
156 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915
157 SCC Archive Centr CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915
158 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915
159 3CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end &ibBet615
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1914ReigateBorough SpecialConstabulary

TheHeadConstablavasinstructedo carryouttheinstructionsof the HomeOffice with regard to the
registration of Belgian refugeé®. (The start of the war saw an influx of refugees fi®ahgium to
Britain. In September 1914 the British government offered "victims of wahtspitality of the
British nation.” The British Government accepted the responsibility foreibeption,maintenance
andregistrationof Belgianrefugeeswhile at the sametime soughtoutassistance in housing the
refugees with local authorities. The Belgian refugees remainBditain until after theend of the
First WorldWar, when mosteturned td3elgium.)16?

1915 April 12: Rex v Woodman: Special Constables Budgen and Gale eoenenendedby the
Watch Committeavith £12 12s seasidefor asuitablepresenfor them.62

1915April 12: PC Spaincommendedand awarded3 3s163

1915 May 17:The difference irpay of a constable prior to marriage and his Army pay ardered
to bemadeup. 164

Women Patrols acrossthe County of Surrey from 19155

Two separatéandto someextentrival) organisation®f womenpolicewereestablishediuringworld

War I, inresponse to the social and moral challenges thrown up by thénwli®14,the suffragette

Miss Margaret Damer Dawson and the journalist Nina Boyle establishe#Vtmeen Police
Volunteer s, | ater the Women P oAuiiliarg SeSiee), which e ( a

160 SCCArchive CentreCC/98/22/1ReigateBoroughPoliceannualreportto yearend31 Decemben 915

161 hitp://www.manchester.gov.uk/infd2/archive_collections/506/muitultural_manchester/10

1625CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1915

1635CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1915

164SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1915

165 Michael Page using as reference reports of Chief CondtaBi@nding Joint Committee contained in SEIC

cco98/ 1/ 5, H Keatl ey Moore and W C BerwickO&Shkhlyey s ®Guioly

the Great Wardé (1934) wrote the f oprdeast)wi ng which is par
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operated from headquarters in Eccleston Square, London,rex@ived some support from
Metropolitan PoliceCommissioner SiEdwardHenry.166

Surrey Constabulary First World War Women Patrol

H e n rsycodessoiSir Nevil Macreadywaslessenthusiastibutgavehis supporto thewomerpolice
patrols which had been set up by the National Union of Women Workers, wehdbaragement of
Scotland Yard, with a brief to work among the women and girls who wareng to Londonn
increasing numbers and congregating around the army camps,rparkigjng stations and railway
terminals; later in the war the patrols operated withimthaitionsfactories,concernedo guardthe

moralwelfareof young,singlewomen,awayfromhomeand family and with money in their pockets.
167

Both organisations soon spread beyond the Metropolitan Police area to other partsoointng
including Surreyln Reigate and Redhill, (Reigate Borough Police area) wgragnlswereworking
earlyin 1915. An articlein theSurreyMirror of 23March1915defended their work, denying that they
were a police force or were intended to stop soldiers mewtngen. Thepatrolswhoworestriped
armletsandcarriedacardsignedby theHeadConstablandwith anumberregistereatScotlandyard,

didnotseekofi r e shefallen,buttoprevent he i gnorant from falling.

0

by patrolling the areas wheregilse r e Al oi t eri ng about ke emiptl .ac e

committee, the secretary @fhich was JessidHeesomof Welton HouseRedhill, oversaw their
work 168

166 https:vww.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardiafisnoralswomenin-the-police/

167 hitps:/ivww.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardiafisnoralswomenin-the-police/

168 hitps:/ivww.surreyinthgreatwar.org.uk/story/guardiaag-moralswomenin-the-police/
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‘r

JessieHeesom?6?

Similar patrols were established in Weybridge in 134%in Reigate and Redhill, they didt meet

with universalapproval.A letter printedin the SurreyHeraldof 18 Junel91F r om A A Weybr
Girl 6s Brother in Khaki 0 bel ipeveatidgahyoreinpnfdarmm ol s
from enjoying the society tolid gipdrstoi e oné&.tithad
totally unnecessary to attempt to defend the good natie @feybridge lasses, | am sure they have

no superior in character or behaviour in all pateremy regimenh as been uarterec

A reply frEmow®oe( WBoJune) denied t hatheséexhse p a:
from mixing and said that on the contrary a Club had been set up, which progiafed@vironment

for dancesandsocials. Towardsthe endof thewar, ata meetingreportedinthe Herald of 12 July

1918, Sir FrancisChampneysraisedthe work of the Weybridge patrolgn counteringhedangers
posedby i t flapper,thegirl betweenl4andl 8 whichiat t hat moment was o
problems for thee 0 u n Champneys lamented tilspreadf venereadiseaseandadvocateself-
control,parentabdisciplineandknowledgeof thecatechismMrs Macfarlane MetropolitanOrganiser

of WomenPatrols, agreed witlsir F r a ndiagnesisof the problemand assertedhat i Iwasto
protectthe growing girls thatthemovementvas started.They were preventiveagentsreadyto help

girls and warn them and tobe their friends,thus preventing thenfrom hurting themselves and

ot hé’t so.

169 FromWillo HeesonB1 August2018to RobertBartlett

170 hitps:/ivww.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardiarisnoralswomenin-the-police/

171 hitps:/ivww.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardiarisnoralswomenin-the-police/
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In Guildford, womenpatrolswereestablishedn July 1916,with eightoperatingoy Decembet916.
Theyhadbeencoachedy Winifred Kersey of theLondonWo me RarslCommitteeand the Surrey
Advertiser of 4 December 1916 carried a justification of their presence in thev n : 6our ob
entirely to befriend young g¢atmokpherathestMéidayour we w
silentp r e s e Bachgairol wore an armletandcarrieda cardsignedby Surrey Chief Constable

Sant!’?

In July 1918 th&suildford Borough Council considered and rejected a suggestion of thbrkoueth

of the National Union of Women Workers that two women police officers showdggmnted to the
Boroughés police force O6in vi ewyoun§girl tofthetewme ci a
are exposed at the present time, and as a means of secumupy@rementn theconduciof members

of the public, particularlyin the neighbourhooaf theriver (Surrey Advertiser, 31 July 1918)he

Council considered thdéti t i s n ot womenastheinstaumentefghatforte uponwhich

thelaw reliesin thelastr e s andargaedhatthevolunteemwomenpatrols,seeminglyabandonedty

this point, shouldberevived

A club was set up in Godalming, again on the c o mmendati on of the | c
Committee and with the enthusiastic endorsement of General R G E Leckie, the comoféineing

of the Canadian soldiers in Witley Cantpopened in February 1917, occupying Berough Hall

on weekday eveningsd the Court Room between 2.30 and 9pm at week@wusey Advertiser,

22 January and 5 February 1918Y.March 1918 the Godalming Patrb&lceasedo operatehough

the Surrey Advertiser of 6 March urgedthe continuingneed:6 T biddy, giggling, irresponsible
flappersoneseesngling soldiersandinviting their attentionsarenot only a danger to themselves and
themen,but they are a danger to their sex generallytifey cheapen woman hood in thges of the

menink h a*®%i 6 .

The SurreyConstabulary experimented with paid women police officers, recruited froB&In
December 1918, Chief Constable Sant reported that he had appointed womeénfpalice t he pu
of dealing with the females at the camps in the vicinity of Frimlegonsequence of the employment

of a number of wibaerGommaadant aVbneenPolieeatiEsclesbonSquarehad
sentfour potentiallysuitablecandidatesandtwo weretaken on, although they had to suffer a demotion

to work in Surrey, their rankbeing loweredrom Sublnspectorand Sergeantto Sergeantand
ConstableSantarguedhatwomenconstableshouldbe appointedacrosghe county,astheywould
beparticularlyvaluablein watching suicidal female prisoners and in attending fepradeners while

the latter were ircourt and subsequently escorting them to prisBoch work generally had to be
undertakerby the wives of serving policemen, who often had to be accompanied by their husbands
6foaf €t yo.

In Decembef918Santreportedhat31womenhadbeenprosecutedinderSectiond0D of theDefence
of the Realm Act for continuing their trade while carrying sexually transmiisehsesTwenty

172 https:/ivww.surreyinthegreatwar.gruk/story/guardiansf-moralswomenin-the-police/

173 https:/ivww.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardiarisnoralswomenin-the-police/

174 https:/ivww.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardiarisnoralswomenin-the-police/
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seven of the 31 had been convicted and had each received four nmoptisenment. The Chief
Constable o mment ed o6it 1 s ¢ o mp waneedtions With &t leashle differen? 7
men a week, so that at the end of four months, ndhesgl320 men would havieeencontaminated

by t A% mb.

However, in March 1919the Chief Constable reported that as demobilisation of troops was
proceeding,the two policewomenat Frimley were no longer required and had been laid off.

One policewoman continued to work in the Godalming Division, where she wasalhpied in
attending on female prisoners; probably many were prostitutes in the vicinititley Camp. 176

Reigate Borough Police: 191%Annual Report: The Head Constable, Sergeant HowardSpah
and PC Sturt appointed officers of the Local Authority under the Public HealtAiethdmentAct
1907respecting dealeiia old metal and marinstorest’’

1915 June 21Sergeants Watson and Taylor and PC Stanwell were informed they hatigthigiv
retire on pension withdrawn for theeriodof thewar. 178

1915June 21: PCsLawrenceMiles, Morse,Wilkinson, Santerand Fosterweregivenpermissioro
join theArmy. 17®

Miles Harry Reuban [Enlisted Royal June21,1915, Rank of signaller
PC7 Field Artillery  |police actingsergeant
asagunner record20 July Inspector in

1915 \Winchester from
demobllJanuary [1925)Head
1919 resumed Constablel 9421
Reigate Borough 1943

Police4 January
1914

1915June 21: PCsLawrence Miles, Morse,Wilkinson, SanterandFosterweregiven permissioto
join the Army, 180

1915 June 21The Head Constable was authorised to pay Special Constables who cargircarty
police duty 32 shillings a week rising after satisfactoryise to 35 shillings peweek!8!

178 https:/ivww.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardiafisnoralswomenin-the-police/

176 https:/ivww.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardiarisnoralswomenin-the-police/

177 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report teng:81 December 1915

178 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1915

179 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1915

180 SCCArchive CentreCC/98/22/1ReigateBoroughPolicereportto yearend31 December 915

181SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1915
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1915August 9: Permissiorfor PCsHickmanand Smith to join the Army assoonasarrangements
could bemadefor their release'®?

1915 DecemberSome of the Reigate Borough Police officers in the armed forces: Ralitstable
13 Frederick Marks and Police Constable 31 Ernest Didier St Amand resigoedtte Army?83

1917 September 11PC Wilkinson congratulated on his promotion in Bw@yal Flying Corps®8

19170ctober 15: A letter of sympathywassentby the WatchCommittee tdPC Leonard on thimss
of his son on activeervice 84

1916The Chief Constablesreportto theWatchCommittegfor 1916is unfortunatelymissing from
thecollection of reportfield at the Surrey Histoi@entre.

1916 (incorporated into the report for 19170 Apr i | € War Bonus ofeacl8Bs pe
member €& Half pay granted to mBmb e wisteaircraEi r e

are reported©&6; 6May €é The quesdBlily mrcaseoof Aircaeds | i n g
|l eft to the discretion of t heCohkwlldbinfGmStationa b | e &
Officer of every orderreceivedof the approachof hostilea i r cér Daef ct edmb e r € The a
agreed to be made by the Councintembers in HM Forcesttec ont i nued d% requi t

19177 6 February é War bonus adjourned ¢€é Reeves
Cer t i fda Maréodie further depletion[of manpower]for military serviceé War Bonus
Committeetcc onsi der further War Bonus t o-[shilling]pdol i c
week for eachdependenthild, the bonusnot to exceed5/- [shillings] perwe e& &p é iTWo
guineasggrantedto PC Bryan for extraclerical servicesduringthew a 16 8 uén ldeadConstableto
requirediscontinuancef noisy instrumentgperhapsthe army band?]

€ Police and Weights and Measur es De maritgrhd rstd ;
6July é Food <control c or r eeferped todSamtary€ o mi D it lewetod!
0 Se pt é rhibaglConstablepresentednemorialfor war bonusé 6s perweekand 1s for each
dependenthild grantedto allr a n bk ©6 1 & BugptMasonpaidfor air raid callsandgranted£3

for pasté Letter of sympathyfor PC Leonardin thelossof hissonon acti ve servic
Of fice and air raids, and eresoldtion 4 of Septsirasanded, 6 De
and 5s per week to each member (except the Beadtable) 2s 6d to his wife and g for every

child not over school age orearnigsgu b st i ut ed 6 .

Harry Beresford Mann PC12

Reigate Borough Police and Southend Borough

1825CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end BbBet215
183 SCCArchive CentreCC/98/22/1ReigateBoroughPolicereportto yearend31 December 915

184 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police report to year end 31 December 1915
185 hitp://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/reightroughpolice-in-the-greatwar/

186 http://lwww.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/reigatsoughpolice-in-the-greatwar/
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Killed on Active Service

Late Reigate Borough Police. Transferred to Southend Borough Constabulary Septeh®idr, 1,
and 1914 killed in action September 2, 1917.

Harry Beresford Mann was born on March 4, 1890, in Chelsea. On June 17, 1910, hR gijaee
Borough Police serving in that force as Constable 12. His parents were then liBagaonk Road,
Finchampstead, Berkshire and prior to joining the police Harry had draptoyedfor a while at
Wellington College,Berkshire.In Februaryl914,whilst living at7 St.John's Terrace Road, Redhill
he responded to an advertisement and applied for a tramSkenthenebn-Sea Borough Police force.
He described himself as being five feet eleven intatiesveighing twelve stones two pounds with a
chest measurement of thirgyght inches. Hbdadblueeyes, brown hair andfeesh complexion.

JamedVetcalfe, Head Constable of the Reigate Borough Police supported his applicatintand
to theChief Constablef Southendn February 27, 1914.

"l have to inform you that the above named has my permission to apply for the offmestdblen
yourforce.Hehasservedn thisforcesincel7thJunel910,andin my opinionisquite eligible for the
office he seeks. | have lost a number of fine young fellows in thisluay,am not surprised at those
who have anything in them desiringttansfer to largeBoroughs where there is more going on. This
loss is a rather serious inconvenience to mergrafficers,butl amnotatall disposedo in anyway
obstructthe freedomof suchtransfers."

Harrywasduly acceptedby the SouthendandappmintedConstable’5on April 1,1914.Hewasposted
to theLeigh section.

OnNovember20,1915enlistedasGunner 1265481annof L Battery,RoyalHorseArtillery.

PCHarry Mannwasamemberof L BatteryandPCPhillip Sabaralsofrom SouthendBorougtPolice
wasamemberof Y Battery,RoyalHorseArtillery. Harry Mannwasrecordedasmissing presumed
killed in action on November 30. His body, if ever recovered was never idenkigedias twenty
nine years old when he died. His police colleague Philip Saban was mmdaltgled and died later
of his wounds at the 29th Division Casualty Clearing Statio@ravillerson December 2, h@as
just twentyfour yearsof age.

On January 101918, Blanche E Mann, the widow of Harry Mann, who was then living BaSn
Avenue Streatham$.W.16wroteto Mr Kerslake Chief Constablef SouthendorougtPolice:

i listwith greatsorrowl musttell you my dearhusbands fearedkilled. | haveenclosed copyof the
letteroneof his officerswrotefor you to readandstill hopethatthereis a possiblechancef hisbeing
aliveassofar, | havehadnoofficial newsfrom theWar Office. Yourstruly Blanche EMa n n . 0

The letter thaBlanche Mann referred to was from 2nd Lieutenant S H Edgar of L BaRewgl
HorseArtillery:

i Bmwriting thesefew linesto tell youhow sorryl amnotto beableto find anyfurthertraces ofyour

husband. | have not written sooner as | hoped to have better news for you. | ahtafraifer you

but very little hope of his being alive but will tell you the circumstancesogkthemith threegallant
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comradewoluntarily carriedawoundedmnanto thedressingstatiorwhen a shell burst in the party and

| am afraid killed them all. We were unable to find outreesGermans were only a few yards off and
we had to retire. All this happened at Maniereshduldlike to sayhadyour hustandlived | should
haverecommendetiim for adecoratiorforvery conspicuous gallantry. | can only offer you my most
sincere sympathy in your great laasdsay how much wa | | mi ss him. o

Mrs Blanche Mann never married again and in 198lflgwing the changes to the poli¢&nsion
Regulationsshewasawardedaw i d operisisnShewasthenliving at67 Lesbourn&oad,Reigate,
Surrey.t8’

1917:TheBoroughis dividedin to 11 beatspatrolledby specialconstables:®
1917:Policeestablishmenis 40 buttheactualnumberis 21, 19 shortwith 13 in the Army. 18°
1917 February 12 SergeantJaylor and Watsonpermittedto retire on pensionof £73 and
£715s2d respectively:®°

1917March 13: PCDalewasawarded £1 1sfor stoppingarunaway horsé®*

1917July 10: Sergeantaylor commendedfor arrestinga femaleburglar %2

1917July 12:theHeadConstableantravel secondclasstheremaindenf theforce, 3 Class!%
1917Septemberl0: 264 greatcoatpurchasedor the SpecialConstabulary®*
1917Septemberll: PC ClaydorawardecEl 1s forstoppingarunaway hors&®

1917 September 11PC Wilkinson congratulated on his promotion in the Royal Fifingps!®®

1917 October 15:A letter of sympathy was sent by the Watch Committee to PC Leonarthen
loss of his son on actiaervice!®’

1917November13: PCKimberwaswoundedwhilst onactiveservice!%

1917 December 31: Annual Reporto the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe includirgport on the
activities of the Fire Brigade?'®* December1915 Reigate Borough Policserving with the Colours
Constable 13 Frederick Marks and Police Constable 31 Hbigist St Amand resigned to join the Army.

187 http://www?2.essex.police.uk/memorial/firatorld-war.php?ww1ld=68

188 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917

189 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate &agh Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917

190 5CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917

181 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917

1925CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917

193 5CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917

194 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police amapalt to year end 31 December 1917

195 S5CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917

196 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917

197 SCC Archive Centre Ci98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917

198 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917
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1915 June 21: PCs Lawrence, Milbfprse, Wilkinson, Santer and Foster were given permission to join the
Army. 21°1915 9 AugustPermission for PCs Hickman and Smith to join the Army as soon as arrangements
could bemade for their releasé'® 1917 September 11: PC Wilkinson congratulated on his promiotithe

Royal Flying Corp€71917 October 15: A letter of sympathy was sent by the Wadchmittee tdPC Leonard

on theloss of his son on activservice '8

19186 C o n s whahmVeeisedthearmy,whetherasreservist®rasvolunteersrundertheMilitary
Service Acts, cease to be members of the police service, angainimg the policegforce should be
formally re-attested and should be allowed to reckon their military servitieefpurposes of police
pension, promotioand advances ithescaleofp ay 6

Under OMi scell aneous Mattersod® are recoanthed o6 W
4MAugust , 191406 and 06The ANavembdr, iandeostilitaesaseeai g n e d
11amob.

By 1918, although the strength of the force was officially still 40, the Reigate Constaiadigen
reducedo 20, 14 of which hadenlisted;oneof thoseenlistedhadre-joinedtheforce and there were
six vacanciesApparently, none of those who enlisted are reported as killadtioeduty butnote
theloss of PC Lawrencé®

1918 Pay:Inspector £3 5s per week rising annually by 3 shillings t8°6érgeants: £2 13s a week
rising by 1 shilling annually to £27sConstable£2 per weekising by 1shilling annually tcE2 18s

Reigate Borough special constables, 1918

1918 December 31: Annual Reporto the Watch Committee from James Metcaifeluding a
reporton theactivities of theFire Brigade.?%°

SpecialConstableWilliams Sims was commendedor his promptitudein the detectionof
afire- 201

199 http://lwww.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/reigatroughpolice-in-the-greatwar/
2005CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1918
201SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate BorouglicRannual report to year end 31 December 1918
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PC Savageof the County Constabularywasawardeda guinea(By ReigateBoroughPolice
WatchCommittee) for stopping a runaway hotsé.

PCDalewasawarded guineafor stoppingarunaway horseandSergeanHoadandPCDale
werecommended for rendering first &td

Mrs Marian HaiseldenvasappointedhesecondPolicematron.

InspectoBullimore, SergeantSturtandBryanwerecommendetyy theHomeOffice for work
doneinconnection wi*h aliensdé duties.

Inspector Bullimore

Police Const abl e CdpeDReigateBoyougR Raticd o | p h
Military Foot PoliceLance Corporal

Called up 22 June 1915 and demobilised 22 August 19jt8ned Reigate Borough PoliceAigust
1919. Born ¢1890 and dying in Surrey in théQuarter of 1965. He is listed in teéectoralregisters
for Reigateafter theWar.

2025CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1918
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Letter to the local newspapBeigatePolicemarDislikes Shell Fire 293

Lance Corporal D.R. Cooper of the MFolice, prior to enlistment was a member of Redgate
BoroughForce Henowpatrolsabeati s o0 me wlr e ra eandit frudhfully canbe saidn his case
Awhen a constabulary duty is ton®deo dicgkeefullyihee
to police constable Shaw to remind his old colleague he hasoat e west and adds:
several towns since | have been out here and have $#eof ghe country. | cannot say | care for as

|l do dear ol d Engkkeohtdhéi.n gv8e haerree ,i no ntlhye 2tOh imi nu
line, and under shell fire all the time. | cassure you it made me jump the first shell | had over me,

but I am getting more used to thestill, they want some getting used to, | can tell yowad kix over

me the first night. | was ogiuty andonewasprettycloseenougtho beuncomfortableThisplaceis all

in ruins.Thechurchs a perfect wreckjt was aovely buildingbeforethebombarded it.

We haveavery comfortablebillet in anemptyhouse The peopleleft mostof thefurniture.Wehave a
drawing room etc., also a gramophone, which helps to pass the time away. Ofalbthreegcords
areFrench, busomeof them arevery good.

We have twelve men here all civil policemen under a sergeant from the Metropolitget Yenty
of goodfood;in fact, | daresaywe live betterthanmostof the peopleathomefor | hear foodstuffare
very dear.

How is Reigate looking? | shoultke to see the old place again. Lawrence (PC ReiBateugh
Police)is about16 milesfurther backfrom wherel am.| think hewould muchrather beup a little
nearerbut heis betterwhereheis. We arehavingfairly decentweatherhere,butthe trenches are a
wee bit muddy. Still all the boys seem very cheerful, you seldom heretbemp | ai n. 0

203 SyrreyMirror 7 Decemben 915from Henry Pelham16 August2019
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ReigateBorough Police Servicewith the Colours 19141919

Name

Regiment

When
joined/returned

Comments

Beacher William Henry

Duke of Cornwall
Light Infantry Army
Medical Report

29 May 1915 France
for 5 months in
trenches in January w
sent homavith
rheumatisnto
Horsham Hospital
there 4 months then
transferred Brighton
Military Hospital.

Rejoined Depot after 3
months leavdut notwalk
and in hospital ever sinc
Present condition
sufferingprogressive
rheumatoid arthritis
attacking all his joints
especiallylegs notwalk
andat times pain very
acutejoints becoming
swollen and tender.

On 6" July 1915 he wa
discharged as no longg
physically fit for war
service.

Member West
Sussex Constabulary
and later Chief
Constable Reigate
Borough Police

Cooper
PC2

Randofph ¢

Military Foot
Police Lance
Corporal

22 Junel9l5s
demobilised22

August 1919 re
joined Reigate
BoroughPolice8

August1919 (also

8 Aug 1919)

Born ¢c1890 and
dying in Surrey in
the 29 Quarter of
1965. He is listedh
the electorategisters
for Reigate after the
\War.

EdgsonEdward John

Special Constable
(Auxiliary)

P3333 MilitaryFoot
Police ancEast
Kent Regiment

Coldstream Guards
2142 from

2.11.1898 QSA

Boer War with 7
clasps. ArmyReserve
1902serving

5 (ReserveBn.

Married Lily Maud
Mary Piperin 1910
whenemployedasan
Attendantat
EarlswoodAsylum

Censushopkeeper
inReigate At his re-
enlistmentl916,he
wasaPolice
Constablede lived at
17LondonRoad,
Reigate, and dieith
thetownin January
1930.

Forster Isaacklenry
PC30

Enlisted RAMC
sergeant

June21, 1915,
policerecord31
July 1915

DemobilisedlO
Decembedi919
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Name

Regiment

When
joined/returned

Comments

Hickmore George

Military FootPolice

August28, 1915,

Awarded the 1915

PC25

Colours,mobilised
5.8.1914 joined
GrenadieiGuards
2"dBn on
30.11.1914

wounded on
29.9.1916

serving inFlanders
France

I gunshotvoundo
right thigh.

28.5.1906at

Chatham intdRoyal
West KentRegt No
8301 agei8 years 3
monthspccupation

Grenadier Guardso
12840 on

1.9.1906

Transferred to Army
Reserv28.5.1909 5

August 1914

Baker.Transferred to

William HarrisPC28 LanceCorporal Star,Victory and
demobbec0 War Medals. First
August 1919esumed servedabroad(1)
ReigateBorough France, 18
Police22 November1915
August 1919

Kimber Edgar Cecil Recalled to First enlisted \Woundedfought on

Sommere-joining
Reigat@orough 17

Januaryl919after
demob2 January
1919

Retired Reigate
Borough Police
Augustl41942

Lawrence Robert
Reginald PC3ppointed
Reigat®oroughPolice
25

March1913

Military Foot Police
as lanceorporal

Was asergeant in
1908 in Military
Police

June 21, 1915, was
MP sergeanivhenhe
died

To 5" GradeReigate
BorougtPolice25
March

1918

Resigned Reigate
Borough Police80
April 1919 Died
BethnalGreen
Military Hospital20
July

1919

Pityriasis rubra 2
months Nephritis
Memorial atSurrey
PoliceHQ

Marks Frederick PC13

Military Foot Police
LanceCorporal

6 July 1915age22

to 29 August 1919

Awarded the 1915
Star, Victory and
\War Medals.First
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Name Regiment When Comments
joined/returned
Home address: 24 ServedHome6 Served abroad
Warren RoadReigate, France, 11
Surrey andater 33 July15to 10 October1915.BEF
IAbbey Road)xford. Octoberl915 12 October
1915Rouen, 20
Home 31 Julylo @g | octopertols
August 1919c¢lass Z Army, 23
reserve 2August January1917
1919. Bethune November
1918Arras.
Mayes EastSurrey(TF) Surrey History

Centre Archive
reference
CC100/1/71

Born Chertsey ih895

Miles Harry Reuban PC7

Enlisted Royal
Field Artillery asa
gunner

June21 1915
policerecord20
July 1915demob

11 January 1919
resumed Reigate
BoroughPolice4

Januaryl919

Rank of signaller
actingsergeant

Inspector in
Winchester frorh925)
Head

Constable19421

1943 then
superintendenvhen
amalgamated Hants

Census records
living at Ewhurstin
1901Caterham

1911andReigate
1921.Married

1924 to DoreBerrett
in HerneHill,
London.

Occupation
\Wholesale FlorisHe
died in May1948
living Christchurch
Road Winchester.

MorseAlbert PC12

Enlisted RAMC
sergeant

June21, 1915,
policerecord31
Junel9l5s

Demob4 January
1919resumeRBP
3 March1919
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Joined ReigatBorough
Police inMay 1911

served RAMCrank
of sub conductor,
warrant officer2n

joined Reigate
BoroughPolicel3

Name Regiment When Comments
joined/returned
Parker William PC18 Reservist RAOC August 51914 re MeritoriousService

Medalawarded for
his devoted service
asa soldier duringhe

60178and 1

October 1916VFP
CorpsNumber
P5606

Middle Eastreturned
to Reigat8orough
Police

class March1919(possibly  \yar.
14Februani919)
Robertson James Jarvie |RAMC Private Army 19151919 Letter published in

Surrey Mirror 10
October 1916 Died
Januaryl972Horley
age88

Santer Frederick Arthur
PC29

Believed enlisted
Royal Garrison
Artillery transferred
to RAMC

EnlistedJune21,
1915,police
recordsshow?20

July 1915

Demobbed as a
private7 February

1919 resum&eigate
BorougHPolice22
August

1919

St AmandErnest H
Didier PC31 farm
laboureraged 21

Military Foot
Police Lance
Corporal

1 July 1915eleased
to joinHM Forces

1915 StarVictory
andWar Medals.
Served abroad
France, 110ctober
1915

Smith AlbertEdward PC
20

Enlistedmechanic
RFC

Sergeant RF@ter
RAF

25 Octoberl915

demob24 October
1919re-join RBP

7 October1919

\Wilkinson Barsuase
CoplandPC 14

Royal FlyingCorps
joined ag" class
air mechanic
achievedsergeant
major

June2l, 1915

Police recordColours
8 July

1915re-joined7

Februaryl919

Promoted in RFC 11
Septl917
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Edward John EdgsonColdstream Guards Boer War

Attendant at the Royal Earlswood Asylum

Reigate Borough Police Auxiliary (Special Constalidjtary FootPoliceandEastKent Regiment

First World War P3333 Edward John Edgson. Born in Uxbridge ¢1879, served with the Coldstream
Guards2142 from 2.11.1898 Qu een6s Sout h Africa medal wi t h
1902 subsequently serving in the (Reserve) Bn. Atis marriage to Lily Maud Mary Pipén 1910

he was employed as an Attendant at Earlswood Asylum in Surrey, and in th€&84is was a
shopkeeper in Reigate. At hisealistment in 1916, he was a Police Constatddived at 17 London

Rd, Reigate, andield inthetown in January 1930.

Edgson E.J.CorporalP/3333Mi | i t ar y Rwarded the &ictorycamdWar Medals. First
served abroad Franc2l/4/1917.Formerly servedl17 yearsin the ColdstreamGuards.No. 2142,
dischargedl/11/18ime expired. Re enlisted 23/6/16, age 37 years in MFP. occupation Policeman,
Served Hom23/6/16 to 20/11/17, BEF 21/11/17 to 18/2/19, Home 19/2/19 to 11/6/19. Class X
Reservel 2/6/1919. Reduced from Cpl to L/Cpl for inefficiency 20/3/18. Compulsory trammsiéi®

East Kent Regiment 2/2/18. Evacuated to England 18/2/18 with Eczema and Syphilis.

Decorations/Medals/Awards
Queen's South Africa Meddd0/164GazetteDate:1901-10-04

Citation: ClaspsBelmont,ModderRiver, Driefontein,Johannesburd)iamondHill, Belfast.
Awarded serving with th€oldstream Guards. No. 2142.

King's SouthAfrica Medal GazetteDate:190211-02  Gazette Issue: WO100/164
GazettePage: 281

Citation: Clasp:SouthAfrica 1901.Awardedservingwith the ColdstreantGuardsNo0.2142.
Sergeant25 Edgar Cecil Kimber Reigate Borough Police
Grenadier Guards First World War

EdgarKimberwasbornin 1890in RomseyHampshire Hediedin 1985from thedeathindext shows
Surrey South Eastern, so probaBlgigate Marriedin October1914to Lydia Alice Fox.
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Kimber Edgar Cecil PC25 was recalled to the Colours, mobilised 5.8.1914 joined Gré&haaliés
2"dBn on 30.11.1914 wounded on 29.9.1916 serving in Flanders Frangenshotwoundto right
thigh. First enlisted28.5.1906at Chathaminto Royal West Kent Regt No 8301aged 18 years 3
months, occupation Baker. Transferred to Grenadier Guards No 12840.9806. Transferred to
Army Reserve 28.5.1909. Wounded during fighting on the SorR&ining ReigateBorough17
Januaryl1919 after demob2 Januaryl1919. Retired ReigateBoroughPoliceAugust14, 1942.

1939register living at 2 Norbury RoadReigate Surrey, with Lydia Wife and LilianT Daughter.
Edgar KOapaiondsshown as Police Sergedtiectoral Rolls showthefamily living at
2 NorburyRoad, Reigate, Surrey from1943962

1942 August 14 Surrey Mirror, Sergeant Edgar Cecil Kimber, Reigate Borough Polrmice
retirement: A long career in the Reigate Borough Police Force has some toveithehdretirement

of SergeanEdgarCecil Kimber, to whom a parting gift hasbeenmade from his fellow officers.
Sergeant Kimber joined the Force in on December 1st, 1911, coming from the Gré&haaties,
which regiment he rpined on August8, 1914. He served four yeand 17ays in the Great War
and saw active service irldnders. He rgoined the Force ofrebruary 1, 1919 and served as a
constable until June 14, 1932 when he was pronmsgegkant on the recommendation of the present
Chi ef Constabl e. D u rcareargin tleeRolice &arce heKreceibed many
commendations from magisterial bench&gatch Committeesand Chief ConstablesThe present
from the Forcewasin theform of abookcasend bureau. The Chief Constable (Mr WH Beacher) in
making the presentation referred e r ge ant Ki mbpeal i mandbwhao
exceptionally work and had a splengidord. He concluded by wishing the sergeant, his wife and
family, long life and happinesSergeanKimber suitably replied.

Police Constable 3 Robert Reginald Lawrence Reigate Borough Police
Military Foot Police
Meritorious Service Medal Mentioned in Despatches Twice

Died Bethnal Green Military Hospital 20 July 1919

Lance Corporal Lawrence 2%

204 Dorking andLeatherhead\dvertiser18 Septembefl915from Henry Pelhamemail 16 August2019
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The Mayor and Chief ConstableGavin StevensSurrey Policein ReigateTown Hall 2%

It hasalwaysbeenreportedthat there were no fatal casualtiesamongstReigateBorough Police
members during the First World War. That may be so as Robert Lawrence resigned Bonotigh
a few weeks before he died inmalitary hospital 20 July 1919. However, he wasraotemberedn
policewar memorialaan omissiorthat haseen rectified.

From Robert SimonsonSurrey History Centre Woking: Police Service

TheReigateBoroughPoliceconducbook(CC98/22/29yivesthefollowing informationabout Robert
Reginald Lawrence:

Appointed 25 March 1913, PC3, 1st grade, tralilerary assistant, born 16 October 189@lwich,
single, Protestant, age 23 on 16 October 1912, 5ft 9%ins, fresh complexion,Haiowgrey eyes.
Robet Lawrence was appointed Reigate Borough Police 25 March 19133agk/ancing through
thepaygrades, even whilsterving inthearmedforces:

Appointed 1st grade @ 2525 March 191 onfirmed by Watch Committee, 16 March 1$k¢tond
grade@ £1.7.0 25%arch 1914

New scale @ £1.9.0 10 April 19Fburth grade @ £1.10.0 25 March 19¥ifih grade@ £1.11.0 25
March 1918206

205 Memorial funding raised by Robert Bartlett from retired members of the Surrey Police. The memorialigptayed
alongsideothermemorialsat police headquarterslount Browne
206 CC98/22/2%urreyHistory CentreAugust2019from RobertSimonson
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From Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum: 2% First record found is as Military Foot Policenaan
sergeant in 1908 that indicates he had some previous military service before joimpoticine

Policeofficersservingwith themilitary duringthe First World Warremainednemberf their Force
and tleir military service counted towards their pension. This is how PC Lawvga®advance to
the fifth grade on 25 March 1918 whilst he was a sergeant in the MilitaryPletioe. Pay was also
made up from what they would have received as policemen totidmailitary paid.

PCLawrenceenlistedin Military FootPoliceaslancecorporal21l June1915 servicenumberP/1824

Acting sergeantvhenmentionedn despatches: Mention in Despatches (LG Issue 30101 of 29.5.1917
page 5326Mentionin Despatchefl G Issue304450f 24.12.191pagel 3492y

Resignedrom ReigateBoroughPolice30 April 1919
Military Policesergeantvhenawardedhe MeritoriousServiceMedal 3 June1919209

Reported he had died in Bethnal Green Military Hospital odup 1919210 The hospitatecord is
an alphabetical list of patients and Lawrence appears twice, once in 1908 andh dgdif. No
medical information is given.

The Reigate Borough chief constable's annual report for the year ending 31 DecemlstateEs19
i P £RobertReginaldLawrenceresignedwhilst servingin HM Forcesandafterwards died 8!

Unfortunately thereareno reasongjivenfor theresignatioror the causeof death.lt is possible that
the resignation was an acceptance that Lawrence would not return and that he inteadedato
career in the Army. He had been successful. He was a sergeant with two merdessaiiches and
had been awarded a Meritorious Service Medal. Or, it may e that h&new he was dying and
that his resignation was to obtain some financial advantage fdesegndants.

His death is recorded, and a copy of the certificate has been obtained, diagnosing tod @airsge
apostmortem at théBethnalGreen Military Hospital?'?

Pityriasisrubra2 months
Nephritis

(Pityriasis rubra pilaris is the name given to a group of uncommon skin disorders. Theneanse
scaling (pityriasis), redness (rubra)

207 From DeeHutchison18 August2019with detailfrom Ancestryemail

208 RichardCallaghanMilitary PoliceMuseumcurator19 August2019email

2091 ondonGazette31370- Page6911knownasthe PeaceGazette

210The ReigateBoroughPoliceconductbook (CC98/22/29)

21 The ReigateBoroughChief Constable'sinnualreportfor theyearending31 Dec1919(CC98/22/1)

212 peathcertificateDYE 4007871919BethnalGreenNorth Eastobtainedoy JeanPelhan27 August2019
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Nephritisis a killer as kidneysfail throughan inflammationthoughit is unlikely to follow from
pityriasisin anyform. It is however somethingthatis frequentlycausedasa resultof exposuréo a
toxin, poison,virus, or infection. We may neverknow now buy we cansafelyassumehaturing his
time at War hewould havebeen exposetb some, ifnotall, of thosedangers.§3¢

Is PC Lawrence a victim of the war? Is that the right question? Has the casualty to dikeas a
resultof enemyaction?It would appeathatanindividual canbecomanemorialisedor beingin the
armed forces during the war and soon thereafter and dying. It is diffiauidierstand 100 years on
how he became ill, was the illness the reason behind his resigiatinthe Reigate Borough Police
and how hisliness resulted in death. Were the illnessdsect consequence of his war service? Was
he gassed? Was he poisoned when in Frahlce®earenow unanswerablguestions.

He had served in the Reigate Borough Police and was a member until a few weekhédied.
He had been called to serve the Colours and it is clear from the death certificatewviaattlinen,
primarily a Military PoliceSergeanttheword Policemaris enteredunderoccupation.

It wasacceptedhathewasacasualtyof warwithin thecriteriaof theWar GravesCommissions listed
ontheirwebsiteandis rememberednthewar memorialfor the Streathanareawhere havas brought
up. Therefore, the actual cause of death or modern interpretation is possielsant.He wasin the
armed forces becauseof the war and died in parallel circumstanceso flu victims who are
memorialised.

Robert Reginald Lawrencememorial dedicated by the Mayor of Reigate in Novemb&019a
century after his death
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Police Constable 18 William Parker Reigate Borough Police
Royal Army Medical Corps Warrant Officer
Meritorious ServiceMedal

Recalled to the army August 5, 1914-joened Reigate Borough Police 14 February 18&thg
discharged fronthe army 13 March 1919

ReigateConstableDecoratedMeritorious ServiceMedal to PC Parker

An interesting ceremony took place on Mondagning at the meeting of the Reigate Tdwauncil
when PC William Parker,of the ReigateBorough Police Force was publicly presentedith the
Meritorious Service Medal awarded to him by the military authorities for his desert@deas a
soldierduring thewar 23

The Mayor, Alderman T Malcolmson said the record of PC Parker was that he joinedigage
Borough Force in May 1911 when he was in the army reserve. He was recalle@dtoting as a
private on August 5, 1914, upon thetbreak of war. He passed from lagogporal to acting sergeant
and subconductor, warrant officer"2class in the RAMCHe resumedluty in theReigateBorough
Forceon Februaryl6 of this year(1919).He (themayorhad very much pleasure presenting that
Meritorious Service Medal to PC Parker. He amh it by faithful and diligent discharge of his duty,
and they were convinced that while tregnained in the police force, he would continue to exercise
those qualities, which gained foim that decoration. They were quite convinced that he had won the
decoration well anéarnestlyandtheytrustedwith satisfactiorto himselfandhisfriends.Hewished
himlonglifeand long service in the Borough Police Force, and they hoped to see himtlobd&aivard

of diligentserviceas timewenton (applause).

The mayor then pinnedthe medal on the tunic of the constableand shookhandswith him. The
constableacknowledged thbestowalbf thedecoratiorwith asalute.

213 SurreyMirror 30 May 1919from Henry Pelham16 August2019
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A constable on traffic duty inthe centre of Redhill before traffidights wereinstalled in the
1930s.

1919August 29 Surrey Mirro r: Racing at Redhill Successful sportdy the Trades and Labour
Council held at Redhill Sports Ground. A series of events argr@nisedand the weather was fine,

an ideal day for such a fixture. Reigate Borough Police took part in some events. The 880yard scratch
race was somewhat of a dig@mtment with only four lining up. The favourite was Guardsman J
O6Donoghue of the Guards Depot ,-milevhArmay Chanpidno o k e
Wil kinson of the Reigate Borough Police made ¢
eventually winning the race. Tremendous excitement centred in t#ué-tugr for which there were

seven teams. The final lay between Reigate Borough Police Team coached by PS Bacon and a
N.U.G.W. team coached by Mr Easton. The contest was very keehearestilt was not known until

the teams had crossed over three times., the final being won by the men in blue whose team members
were PS Hood, captain, and PCb6s Normington, C

Special Constabulary dinner hedl at the Drill Hall Reigate October 15, 1919

93


mailto:938at938@gmail.com

RobertBartlett14 April 2022

1919December31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe includnegort
on theactivities of theFire Brigade?!*

Establishment40 actualstrength35

The number of officers wearing medals is obvious and identifies those who served with the
colours during the First World War

214 SCCArchive CentreCC/98/22/1ReigateBoroughPoliceannualreportto yearend31 Decemben 919
215 http:/iwww.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htrpicture Alan Moore
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o B

A policeman on traffic duty at Reigaté Market PI dealing with the arrival of one othe
coachesun from London to Brighton before World War One (Picture Alan Moore)

An early ReigateBorough police constablewearing a plainer helmetand two unknown
Borough officers

1920September 17:Surrey Mirror : A tug-of -war between Guildford Borough Police and Reigate
Borough Police was held at a sports meeting at Guildford Sports Ground, the latter team being
coached by PS Bacon. The Guildford team won the first pull after a fine tussle but the visitors gained
the victory n the second quite easily. The third pull was fought gamely but the Guildford Police beat
their opponents and won by two pulls to one. T
Barnett, Ash, Smith, Morse, Standing and Cooper.

1921June 17:Surrey Mirror : Cricket- Reigate Borough Police v Railway Athleftayed at the
Sports Ground Redhill on Wednesday last week resulted in a win for the Railwaymen by 84 runs,
after an enjoyable game. The police were short of practice and batted weakly, t8kitignsix
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wickets for 20 runs. For the Railwaymen Cock played a steady innings for 32 and Willetts scored 39.
Atkins bowled best for the police taking 6 for 42.

1921August 5. Surrey Mirror : Cricket - Reigate Borough Police v Oxted Division Polidelayed

at Reigate resulted in a win for Oxted Division by 21 runs. It was a pleasant and exciting game as at
the time for drawing stumps Oxted still required 3 runs to win with 2 wickets to fall, but Reigate
sportingly agreed to play on. The ninth wicket fghen the scores were equal and the last man in
made the winning hit.

1921 August 12: Surrey Mirror T Police at Cricket There were some meritorious batting
performances in a match played at Kingswood on Tuesday of last week between Kingswood and
Reigate Boough Police. The club batted first and ran up the big score of 338 runs. Eight members of
the side ran into double figures and the half century was exceeded by three players. The Police replied
with a good score of 205 (?). Insp Hood who went in firstdaidhe wood to a merry tune and scored

a splendid 84 before being sent back by Manners. With PC Atkins who notched up 55runs he made
a big stand for the second wicket but P Ash alone of the latter batsmen ran into double figures. Batting
for a second timéhe Police scored 79 for the loss of five wickets. Insp Hood carrying out his bat for
awell-played38.

1921 September 16:Surrey Mirror - Cricket - Oxted Division Police v Reigate Borough Police
played at Oxted resulted in a win for Oxted Police Dividigr21 runs. For the winners PC Williams
took 6 wickets for 4 runs and PC Horne 3 for 11. For Reigate Police PC Atkins captured 6 for 12.

1921 December 31: AnnuaReport to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe including a report
on the activities of thd-ire Brigade: A motor ambulance wasovided,and it was usean 60
occasions during the yeat®

1922 nt roduction of electric |l amps into police
care be taken of them and that no %thore | ight

1922 August 25: Surrey Mirror : Cricket- Reigate Borough Police v DorlgnDivision Police
Played at Reigate on Tuesday resulting in a win for the visitors by 36 runs. For the Dorking Division
Supt Barnard and PC Feasey batted well whilst PC Holloway took seven wickets for 25 runs

1923The Chief Constable issued an order restig the use of theew police bicyclefor him and
the inspectorg!®

1926July 16 Surrey Mirror : Cricket: Reigate Borough Police v Oxted Division PolicBlayed at
Reigate Heath resulted in a win for the Borough Police by 48 runs and six wickets. PC Knott took six
wickets for 9 runs and knocked up 33runs.

216 SCC ArchiveCentre C@98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1921
217 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart
218 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart

96


mailto:938at938@gmail.com

RobertBartlett14 April 2022

1926July 2 Surrey Mirror : Cricket - Reigate Borough étice v St Matthews. Played on the Sports
Ground, Redhill resulted in a win for the Police by four wickets and 7 runs. A feature of the match
was a brilliant catch in the long field by PC Laycock from a drive by Rev M A Daniell just as he was
getting setScoreil St Matt hewds 69, Borough Police 76 fo

1926 August 13: Surrey Mirror T Cricket- Reigate Borough Police v The GriffinRlayed at St
Davidodos Reigat e, by kind permission of Mr Fi
45rus . PC6s Si mmonds and Dean were in form with
5 for 19. The score being Borough Police 83 band Griffins 38.

1926 Decembes : Mot or 0%$drfiaveal 6 skewdi dence given from
blazing car tragedy the result of the blazing car turning over and bursting into flames during the early
hours of Sunday on the main road betwdtsrstham and Redhill. The deceased were Stanley

Cohen aged 25 from Clapton Common and Miss Susie Scott frone&Napel travelling with

another man and two women. Wolf Cohen was at the wheel. The car skidded hit the kerb, crossed the
road and overturned pinning the occupants underneath and setting fire to the oil tank. The inquest
was held at the East Surrey HoshiRedhill. The driver gave evidence from a stretcher, his arms and
hands bandaged. The driver said he was driving at a moderate pace when he felt the car skid, swerved
around and immediately overturned with the oil tank igniting. There was a despargigesto get

from underneath the car which at that time was blazing furiously.

Sergeant Hiltonof the Surrey Constabulary said he was on the scene within minutes of the accident.
The car was in flames beside the road and there were two deceased and three injured people. Miss
Scott was very badly injured but alive and fifty yards towards LondoouredfStanley Cohen in a

very bad state. When the ambulance arrived, it skidded for some distance. The ground was very
slippery and covered with ground frost. Medical evidence showed the two deceased were terribly
burned their cases being hopeless fronbginning. There was not the least trace, the least smell of
alcohol. The jury returned a verdict of accidental dezth.

1926December 31: AnnuaReport to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe including a report
on the activities of the Fire Brigack®

PC Wing waommendedfor discovering and extinguishing a fire. He was presented with a
silver watch by the Watch Committee.

PC Ayres wasommendedfor the arrest of a thief
PC Puddy wasommendedfor stopping a runaway horse (no mention of the guinea reward)

PC Ingram wasommendedfor the arrest of three car thieves

2191926 8 December: The Scotsman
2205CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 De@2@ber 1
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PC28 Ingram was granted tMeerit Badge for special diligence leading to the arrest of two
housebreakers

The inverted stripe is most likely awarded to a Merit Class constable. As set out above in 1926 PC28
Ingram was granted thMerit Badge for special diligence leading to the arrest of two housebreakers.
It is therefore likely that this photograph featur€sIRgram.

Nationally the recognition for this award was not unusually an inverted chevron worn on the opposite
sleeve to a duty band. Looking at old photos of Reigate Borough Police officers thfere phetos

where such a stripe abvious With so mawg forces and many of them policing small boroughs local
chief officers and in borough Watch Committees would designate insignia as suitable.

Probably merit class PC Ingram
PC Claydon wasommendedfor his conduct at an accident
PC Dickinsorresignedon being appointed to the Shanghai Municipal Police

1927May 20: Surrey Mirror : Cricket- Reigate Borough Police v Reigate and Redhill P.O. played
on the Sports GroundRedhill on Wednesday resulted in a win for the Borough Police by eight
wickets. Beedell for the police taking four wickets for 13 runs.

1927May 27: Surrey Mirror : Cricket i A match between Reigate Borough Police and the Police
Orphanage resulted in a wiar the Orphanage by 30 runs. Scores Police Orphanage 93, Borough
Police 63.
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1927 June 10: Surrey Mirror : Cricket - Reigate Borough Police v Oxted DivisierPlayed at
Blindley Heath resulted in a win for Reigate by 9 wickets. For Reigate Police PC Sitnnomk 8
wickets for 16runs.

1927 July 22: Surrey Mirror : Cricket T Reigate Borough Police v Met Police (Kenley) played at
Reigate Heath on Wednesday of last week resulted in a good game with a win for the local Police by
21 runs. Score Reigate Boroughaft#l Kenley 51.

1927July 22: Surrey Mirro r: Cricket-Rei gat e Borough Police v St M
Ground on Wednesday resulted in a win for the Police by 103 runs. S&te Mat t hewod s
Borough Police 128

1927August 12: Surrey Mirro r: Cricket i Reigate Borough Police v East Surrey TractiBlayed

at Churchfields on Wednesday resulted in a win for the East Surrey Traction Co by 67 runs, Sandford
taking five wickets for 14 runs and J w Neale knocking up a merry 56 not out. SEageSurrey
Traction Co 111 and Borough Police 44.

1928May 4: Surrey Mirror : Cricket i Reigate Borough Police v Southern Prov. Police School.
Played at the Police Orphanage Ground on Wednesday resulted in a win for the Borough Police by
5 runs. ScoreRagate Borough Police 32 and Southern Provincial Police School 27.

1928June 15:Surrey Mirror : Cricket- Reigate Borough Police v L Division Metropolitan Police.
Played at Duppas Hill on Wednesday resulted in a win for Reigate by 7 runs and three wickets. P
Knott took five wickets for 16 and knocked up top score of 29 runs.

1928July 27: Surrey Mirror : Cricket i Reigate Police v Redgate. Played on the Sports Ground on
Wednesday resulted in a win for the Police by four wickets and 74 runs.

1928 August 17 Surrey Mirror : Cricket -- Injury to Police InspecterWhilst keeping wicket for
Reigate Police C.C. in their match against the East Surrey Traction Co, Inspector Hood met with a
nasty accident, being struck over the eye by a rising ball, which a batsmeah fiipp the edge of

his bat. The injury was a painful one and the Inspector was temporarily incapacitated from his police
station.

1928 August 24: Surrey Mirror : Cricket -Bor ough Police v fAZd Divis
played at Churchfield by kind permission of Mr Godfrey Searle resulted in a win for the visitors, after
a keen game, by 14 runs

1928September 14:Surrey Mirror : Reigate Carnival Pushball CompetitionThe novelty game
attracted a large crowd in the meadow at Manor Road, kindly lent for the purpose by Mr A B Fyson.
The huge ball measured 6ft 6in in diameter and weighed about 100lbs. The game was a strenuous one
and the various bowds66 wefr eordliwifdiede i mitmu téehsa.l
frequent mishaps to the players who if not sufficiently alert were bowled over like nine pins. Nine
teams entered the competition including the Borough Police who despite putting out a strong team
were beaten in the preliminary round by East Surrey Traction Co by 2 points to nil.
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1929 The Chief Constableor der ed t hat each day there woul c
6salutingd until it was th%3ught acceptable by

1930/1931 Chief HMI Report: CHMI In the 1930/31 report, total strength4@ Chief Constable,
2 inspectors, 7 sergeants, 30 constablegpulation 28,914.

1930June 6:Surrey Mirror : Cricket - Reigate M.O. V Reigate Borough Police. Played at Reigate
Priory on Wednesday last week resulted in a win for the Police by 22 runs. S&eemte M.O. 86
and Borough Police 108

1930 December 31 Head Constabl@ames Metcalfe retiredon the last day of 1930. He had joined
Accrington Police six years later becomia clerical sergeant and later an inspector at Bacup. He
came to Reigate as Head Constable on December 22,@8%é&tirement he was permitted to retain
his uniform and bicyclé??

James Metcalfé?3

1930: With the retirement of Mr Metcalfe in 1930, William Beacher was appointed to head the
borough force on 1 January 1931 and adopted the title of chief constable. He remained in post until
the amalgamation with the county force in 1947 and was looked ggwotlaa caring and innovative

chief. The best use of manpower seems to have been high on the agenda during his first years, with
the Home Office pressing for the installation of more traffic lights to relieve policemen from point
duty. Additional finetuning resulted in coperation with the fire brigade and a fireman taking over

221 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart
222 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart
223 private collection Robert Bartlett
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the duty of ambulance driving. The fire brig
feed any stray dogs ® mpounded by the police. o

William Henry Beacher had bea an inspector at Worthing and a superintendent of the West Sussex
Constabulary, became the new head constable of the Borough as from the first day of 1931, his pay
of £460pa to rise in five years to £560 with free residence. Some controversy in Caseibaer

his request for his dress uniform to include a sword, as the previous Head Constable had not had one.
The cost of four guineas was approved, however. He also had £100 per year for upkeep of his motor
vehicle. The new man was an accomplished hoaseamd was often to be seen on duty in the area

on horseback, although he also had an official car. Athletics was also an interest of his, and not just
as a spectator, as he was winner of a 100 yards handicap race at one of the police spoff8 events.

1931 January 8: West Sussex GazettelThe new Chief Constable Mr W H Beachexvas formerly
welcomed at a parade of Reigate Borough Police on Friday by the retiring Chief Constable, Mr J
Metcalf who bade farewell to the force of which he has been head since December 1894.

Mr Beacher had started a tofj -war teamwhen in the West Ssex police and he brought his
knowledge of the sport with him to Reigate. In 1951 he retired from the police force but remained
interested in tugf -war becoming the A.A.A Chief Judge by 1959.

Research by Jenny Tuf Amy MedicaRdport 28 May 195 reporB e a ¢ h
fiThis man states he was in France foménths in the trenches and in January was sent home
with rheumatisnto Horsham Hospital and was there for 4 months and then transferred to Brighton
Military Hospital. He rejoined his Depot after 3 months leave but could not walk and has been in
hospital ever since.

His present condition is this man is suffering frporpogessive Theumatism(probablyprogressive
rheumatoid arthritisattacking all his jointespecially thelegHHe candét wal k and at
very acute, the joints becoming swollen and ten@er.6" July 1915 he was dischargéwm the

armyas no longer physically fit for war servioe.

It obviously did not cause him too much trouble later as he seemed to live an actitis hieticeable
how neat his handwriting was on his service documents.

The presscuttingiiC o u r t Far ewel | to Supt W H Beacehirer o s
1918 but he is mentioned in newspaper reports of 1916 and 1917 as a PC at Horsham so | imagine he
re-joined after his dischargeom the armyin 1915.

1931 July 3: Surrey Mirror 3 ™ July: Police at Sport Members of the Reigate Borough Police
journeyed to Bexhitbn-Sea on Wednesday to take part in the East Sussex Police Sports and the
newly formed tuegpf -war team coached by the Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher, entered a

224 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Sigw
225 http://www.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htm
10:


mailto:938at938@gmail.com
http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm

RobertBartlett14 April 2022

competition in which they were ben by Horsham Division of West Sussex Constabulayy
coincidence Mr Beacherés ol d team. The Borou
Beedell and PC Laycock ran in the sprinting heats each taking third place. The journey organized by
the Baough Police Sports and Social Club proved an enjoyable one.

1931July 17: Surrey Mirror : Cricket i East Surrey Traction Co v Reigate Borough PeRiayed
at Reigate Heath resulted in a win for the Pdli&eore East Surrey Traction Co 32, Reigate Bginou
Police 72.

1931 August:Death of Mr Metcalfe only eight months into his retirement in August 1931, aged 67.
226
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Chief Constable Beacher at the scene of a road traffic accident

1931August 21: Surrey Mirror : Reigate BoroughiPolice Sports-a successful first Meeting with

many prizes. Despite previous heavy rain and a soggy ground the first annual sports meeting
organized by Reigate Borough Police and open to members of other forces was held on Wednesday
August 19" at the Memorial SportRedhill proved a very encouraging effort and met with far
greater success than many had anticipated. The fact that the ground was a severe handicap to gooc
running, cycling and other forms of competition had of course a marked effect on the contests, but
for all there was plenty of interesting sport both in the Borough and the open events. Several members
of the Borough Police won prizes, while all exhibited a strikingly good standard of fithess and
smartnesstwo of the main qualifications for life in tHerce.

226 http://www.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htm
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The tug of -war team entered into a spirited contest with sides of far more mature experience and
training and while out classed after a sturdy pull in the open event succeeded in taking the cup in the
Borough event. The overall winners in the mg¥ent, Luton Borough Police receiving Sir Malcolm
Campbell 6s Challenge Cup. The Chief Constable
flat handicap for officers with from 17 to 2(
quickly took and maintained the lead, winningaell-run race and a trousers press, one of the
numerous forms that the prizes took. At the finish of the meeting the local officer scoring most points
was Sgt Beedell and the Challenge Cup presented by the Chieflllerftr the Division in the
Borough gaining most points went to Redhill Division. The proceeds from the event being for the
purposes of local charities as well as the Police Sports and Social Club.

1931 September 11:Surrey Mirror : Reigate Carnival Tugiof-war. There were some quite
exciting moments during the various pulls in the-tigvar contest in which a number of local teams
competed for a challenge cup offered by Reigate Borough Police. The Police team who won their
own cup never losa pull. They had obviously been well trained by their coach, Mr W H Beacher,
the Chief Constable, and dropped smartly onto the rope, pulling with precision and confidence. Of
the two teams were entered by the IEawrners@urr r ey

1931September 18:Surrey Mirror : Tug-of -war. The members of Reigate Borough Police ¢

war team have every reason to be satisfied with the result of their outing to Sunbury on Saturday,
when they went through three rounds and into it ,fand then were only defeated by a team with

an almost unbeaten record, the R.A.S.C. (Feltham Depot), in a hundred stone competition. The Army
team, having drawn a bye only had one pull prior to the final, the Borough Police having previously
pulled aginst Nine ElIms Gas Co and the East Surrey Water Co Redhill. They were accompanied by
the Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher, to whom great credit is due for the success which the police
team has so far achieved since its recent formation. Mr Beacher hasatakasiderable personal
interest in the training and his experience has been invaluable in the coaching of the team which he
has personally undertaken. The team was as foliowsC6 S Br own !l ow, Mas on,
Richardson, Dean, Saunders and Smitih\WIi€ Capling as reserve.

1931 November 27:Surrey Mirror : Football - A friendly match on Wednesday Novembefh25
bet ween St Johnédés Wednesday and Reigate Borou
goals to three.
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Wiiliam Beacher cliet constalfe Regane Borough Pelioe
LA S

This Photograph was on the wall of the chief superintendent Eastern Divisiomho wasbased
at Reigateuntil the early 1990s.
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1931fully recovered from rheumatism 22

Reigate Borough Police Chief Constable Beacher horse Aug 1987 Off Beat

227 Surrey Police newspaper Off Beat 1982
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REIGATE BOROUGH POLICE,

TELEPHONT Nes. :
nmans..v.mgm,.
REDHILL, No. 1, 11-2

(ég‘w/ Conastabds s @;&bm
%ut( ygtcda,;

WILLIAM H. BE R, % -
Chief c.u.:fmn :?““"
All Official Comsmusications
Address
- CHIER oa-.!:.n* 18th June 299

The Chief Constable is very pleased to commend P.c. CAPELIN
on his prompt action on the above occasion. .

o * made very light of this ocourrence and it was
only t was said to the Chief Constable some time
afterwards when he was with the Chief Constable of Guildford
that he learned of the incident, which adds to the value of this
g TION, u,zd to the credit of this officer concerned as

as orce.

It must be pointed out, however, that a police officer
should report his asctions at all times in the perforasmce of
duty, whether or not he is actually on duty at the time, and

even if it be out of the Borough. It was after & searching
enquiry that the following details wase elicited.cesces
REFORT PROM R.A.C. GUIDE 269 W.B. HARVEY

24 Ashenden Rd.,
GUILD

Sirs

¥hile on point duty at the junction of High Street and
Portemouth Road, a hesvy lorry swerved to avoid a collision
with a2 car and knocked me down.

Had it not been for the guick action of a tleman
stand near the kerdb, who fulled me clear 8 would have
% When I recovered I found the
gentleman was a Constab _of Relgate.

CEIE

A VUNS ZABLE U
IS WAS A PROMPT AC!

DUMNMERDEY
¥?

PAMEDDED DIy LI
.04 EAPELTN, ), T

GUILDPORD, WELL DOWE J'F

The elaborate signature of Mr. Beacheis shown above. How many times a day he had to sign
his name!

1931: In his first annual report to the Watch Committee, Chief Constable W Beacher offered some
crime statistics:
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98 indictable offences of which 59 were detected

Establishment of 40 officerd CC, 2 inspectors, 5 police sergeants and 32 PCs
Special Constabulary 160

Cost £14217 13s 6d

Population 30,830

ASince my command | have personally instruct
exerciseanddl i t su. 0 @W Beacher)

PC Brownlow PC Mason 1932Reigate Borough Police

1932: The first motorcycle police in the Borough, Jock Mason and R. Brownlow, were first seen
patrolling the streets in 1931/2. Here PC Mason is seen on his machB@2in

1932 Jock Mason

2281931 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/2
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N, IPEARCESES._

PRSTINGORTICE L 1y , |

To be replaced by traffic lights in the early 1930s!

Few early postcards of the centre of Redhill fail to show a policeman on pointltduatyst have

been quite a contrast for residents when this familiar police figure was replaced by traffic lights in
the early 1930sThis innovation was something that had been pressed for by the Home Office for a
considerable time, the main gain being the manpoaxsng More of this was achieved around the
same period when it became a fire brigade task to drive the ambulance, although control of the vehicle
remained with the policé?®

Higher Court for Reigate: To send the case for trial at a higher court, the Quarter Sessions (always
called the Sessions) or Assizes. The Assizes were for the more serious cases, but a tramp was sen
there for stealing biscuits from a baker. Sessions are named at Reigate, rKigstdford and

London, Assizes at Kingston and Croydon. Grand Juries are mentioned at Kingston and London
Sessions. Events moved quickly, compared with today. A committal for trial at the sessions could
result in a finding and punishment within sevaaysl and three weeks seemed lax. In one case a
committal from Dorking for trial was dealt with at Kingston Sessions on the santé®ay!

1932 Drunkenness convictiorfs!

1927 25
1928 16
1929 20
1930 26
1931 8
1932 7

229 picture Alan Moore

230 Transcript of the original occurrence book Mr. C.A. Willeard Page 105

2311932 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/2
10¢


mailto:938at938@gmail.com

RobertBartlett14 April 2022

1932There were no offencemganst the personin 1932. The year has been free of serious crime
except for aseries of housebreakingsvhich are very prevalent throughout the country and are
difficult to detect?%?

1932: At Redhill purposebuilt premises were opened in London Road ferdcbmbined presence of
police and fire brigadeCloser ceoperation this year between police and fire brigade at Reigate took
the form of one of the firemen being paid to take care of stray dogs kept at the police station.

1932 Annual Report by Chief Constable Beacher
1932 A bloodhoundis available to the force by being borrowed from Sussex.
1932Each CID officer now has @amera
1932 Indictable offences:
1931 98
1932 101
1932 nonindictable offences:
1931 191
1932 187
1932Fatal Roadtraffic accidents:
1931 6
1932 5
Injury road traffic accidents
1931 127
1932 111
Damage only road traffic accidents
1931 221
1932 153
1932 Mounted forceif required would consist of a chief constable, 2 PS and 3 PCs

1932 A police motor ambulanceas based at Redhill under the care of the Borough Fire Brigade In
the last year the ambulance attended:

2321932 Annual Reportypthe Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/2
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Accidents 117
Street illness 19
Private cases50
Night calls 49
Day calls 137

1932what could be regarded as onetlué most appropriate appointments in the history of Reigate

or, indeed, any police force. The chief constable reorganised the Special Constabulary and formed a
mobile section under Special Chief Inspector Sir Malcolm Campbell (of Bluebird fame). The mobil
specials were divided into two classes:

1s'Reserveé Super fast cars
2"dReservé Moderately fast carg?

A few years later the family connection was extended when Donald Campbell joined the Special
Constabulary as a motorcycle dispatch rider.

The economic recession of the early 1930s also affected the police force and there were two cuts in
pay?*

Date unknown 1 wearing a duty band

233 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart
234 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart
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Reigate Borough Police belt buckle

1932 January 9: Surrey Advertiser: Police help Unemployedi The Mayor of Guildford (Mr
William Harvey) kicked off in a football match between Guildford Borough Police and Reigate
Borough Police at the Sports Ground on Wednesday last week for the benefit of the unemployed. A
Agateo of over a @ Gams lay-& anGamuding ihcadents combimed with the
intervals of really clever and interesting play made it entertaining football. A collection at the ground
for the unemployed realized £6 12s.

1932May 20: Surrey Mirror : Y.M.C.A. Sports at Redhill- four teams were entered for the toigy

-wari Rei gate Borough Police team being PCO6S r ¢
R Dean, F Wal ker, W Saunders and F Stoneman.
pulls following whichthe Et Surr ey Water Companyb6s two tea
team coached by Mr H Penfold beating that coached by Mr A Penfold also by two straight pulls. In
the final two exceedingly good pulls gave the honours to the police who were coached Giigfe
Constable.

1932 June 24: Surrey Mirror : Cricket- Redhill and Reigate P.O. V Reigate Borough Poiice
Played at the Ring, Earlswood on Tuesday resulted in a win for the P.O.-Sust Office 127,
Police 108 Philanthropic Society School v Raitg Borough Policé Played at Redhill on Tuesday
June 14 resulted in a win for the School by 148 runs. S¢oReigate Police 48 (Beedell 17, Dean
15). School 196 (Townsend 68, F Worrall 94 not out).

1932July 8: Surrey Mirror : Cricket i Reigate Borough Police v Oxted Division Surrey County
ConstabularyPlayed at BlindleyHeath on Tuesday resulted in a draw, rain stopping play. Clarke for
Oxted took seven wickets for 52 runs.
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1932 July 15: Surrey Mirror : Cricket i Reigate Borough Police v Guildford Borough Police.
Played at Woodlands on Thursday last week resulted in dowiReigate by one run. Scores
Guildford 137 and Reigate 138.

1932July 22: Surrey Mirror : Borough Police Tug-of -war successAfter getting into the semi

final at the Police Sports at Brighton the previous Saturday, the Reigate Borotgfhwagteam

reached two finals and won one on the following Thursday and Saturday. On Thursday they competed
in the Metropolitan Divisional Sports at Leyton, on the Essex County Cricket Ground and were beaten
in the final. They drew a bye in the first round, pullegmthe Bow Division in the second round and
Aylesford Paper Mills in the serfinal. They were beaten by a fine team in the R.A.S.C. in the final.

On Saturday they were entered in the Palsb6 ex
strong &es to compete against. The favourites were the Long Grove Sports Club and Reigate were
drawn against them in the sefimial. After two strenuous pulls the Borough Force had advanced to
thesemif i nal when they beat ADO dtiaight palis baringMeatemr o p o
Oakwood Hill by two pulls in the first round. Long Grove, the victors of the London Fire Brigade
this season were a difficult team to beat and the Borough Police are to be congratulated on the splendid
strides they are makin@hey became the first holders of a handsome perpetual challenge cup. The
team which has the advantage of the experienced coaching of the Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher
was as followsi PC6S Br ownl ow, Dean, St oneman, Mason,
Walker.

1932July 22: Surrey Mirror : London General Country Services Ltd Sports at the Memorial Ground
Redhill. Few expected that the vastly improved Reigate Borough Police team would be seriously
extended in the opeamg-of -war and such proved to beedttase. Although the East Surrey Water
Company fABO team, victor s -fiod gatemahindgRawgyan the Enalg i n e
Incidentally the Water Works owe much of their proficiency to the coaching of Mr W H Beacher who

is doing great thingwith his police team.

1932August 5: Surrey Mirror : Oxted Bank Holiday Sporfis Reigate Police win tugf -war. The
Reigate team being highly compli mented on the
the country.

1932August 5: Surrey Mirror : Cricket i Reigate Borough Police v East Surrey Water Co. played
at Woodlands on Tuesday resulted in a draw.

1932August 12: Surrey Mirror : Cricket T Reigate Borough Police v Guildford Borough Police
Played at Guildford on Wednesday resulting in afemGuildford. Scores Guildford 70, Reigate 47.

1932 August 19: Surrey Mirror : Cricket T Reigate Borough Police v London General Country
Services. Played at Church Fields on, Reigate on Tuesday resulted in a draw.

1932 August 19: Surrey Mirror : Cricket T Reigate Borough Police v Brighton Borough Police
Played at Brighton on Wednesday of last week resulted in a win for Brighton Police.

1932 August 26: Surrey Mirror : - Success of Reigate Borough Force secandual sports

meeting The Chief wins gain Not all the competitors were from Reigate and Redhill the sports

attracting entries from many forces including
11
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athletes. A great deal of interest was taken in the purely local event, confitredReigate Force

and a popular victory was that of the Chief C
on a fine spurt to take first place, Mr Beact
One of the highlights of the afteroan 6 s f un wa s onemile eycledatamn hangicag im e
which members of the Reigate Borough Force had to remove full parade uniform, including boots
and redress on the sound of a starters pistol, mount their service machines and ride a mile.

Theax i ety of some competitors to get into their
|l ess speedod, though the undoubted fAnipd in th
the tugof -war Reigate Borough Police did excellently@&aching the final, winning three strenuous
contests but Luton proved a little too good for them taking the Sir Malcolm Campbell Cup for the
second year running. At the presentation of prizes Mr Beacher thanked the public for their support
and said it woud encourage him to make the sports an annual event, for not only was it good for the
public to watch but it was good for the police. It tended to efficiency and sportsmanship in the Police
Forcesand he was very proud of the way the Borough Force washgooni in the sports world.

1932August 30: Mid Sussex Times Hurstpierpoint Feté Tug-of -war i The competition was run

under A.A.A. Rules, Reigate Borough Police completing in the heavy team class (104 stone). Their
results were Reigate Borough Policealle E a st Surrey Wall atWarsh&s i B
Police 21 and beat Kenley-Q.

1932 September 2Surrey Mirror Redhill and Reigat&wimming Club Gala. In the Reigate
Borough Police uniform race PC Laycock came 1st and PC Mason 2nd. \Wioliae Tugof- war.

The Reigate Borough Police taf -war team were successful in the tournament which they
participated in at Hurstpierpoint Carnival Sports on Saturday and were awarded the cup presented by
Sir William Campion. The contest was renderaditipularly interesting to the Borough in as much

as in the first round the police team beat the East Surrey Water Company team, the winners in two
previous encounters with the Borough Police. In the second round the Borough Police beat West
Sussex (Horsim) Pol i ce and in the final AZo Division
who thus brought home their 1rize of the season were coached by the Chief Constable, Mr
Beacher. On the previous Saturday the Reigate Borough Police were beatdma tf the Sunbury

Sports by R.A.S.C (Feltham) having beaten Hemel Hempstead and Banstead in previous rounds.

19320ctober 7: Surrey Mirror : Constables Succeg$?C Laycock of Reigate Borough Police was
successful in winning three open events aBiwenming Sports organized by the Guildford Borough
Police this week. Police from various parts of Surrey competed.

1933 February2: Report of the chief constable to the Watch Committee: Reigate
Acres 59.95
Population 30,830

Valuation £286,079
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Strength 4023

1933:Variousunemploymentdemonstrations and marches have taken place in 1933 (March, April,
May, July and September) especially affecting Redfl.

1933: Police payhas continued under the reduced scale of pay enforced by the Naiomainty
Crisis. 23’

1933 April 28: Surr ey Mi r:iSioMalcolnk@impgballtatctbes forMo b i |
parade: Making a talkie! Reigateds rechaled|l y f
at the time as a practical attempt by thee€i@onstable WH Beacher to cope with any possible
outbreak of motor banditry in the district. Held its first parade at the Municipal Buildings parade
ground on Sunday morning, when the Chief Constable, the head Special Constable Captain CJ Sutton,
and SrMal col m Campbell (chief i nspector of t he
Paramount News films were made of the event. Eight vehicles in all were paraded, three of them
being lowslung, powerflooking racing models driven by Sir Malcolm Campb#&liajor Gardner

MC, Leonard Bell, Mr. Freshfield junior, G Burtenshaw, Captain Mason and U@liack. The eight

car was the chief constables own driven by PC Thorpe. The two mobile members of the regular force
PCs Mason and Brownlow also took part. Theaigvas that of the Chief Constable and had received

a ready response. They were not expected to do ordinary police work but called out in special
circumstances and then each driver would be accompanied by one or more uniformedIlbffiasrs.

not meant taalarm the public but to assist in its protection. Equipping the Special Constabulary is
only bringing them up to date and adding to its efficiency for if a mobile section was necessary for
the regular force it was necessary for the Special Constabulaaygiten signal the vehicles drove

out of the Municipal Buildingged by the two regular officers making an impressive spectacle. Further
action pictures were taken on the Dorking Road near Reigate Heath.

1933 May 19: Hampshire Telegraph Cricket: Chichester Chichester City Police v Reigate
Borough Police, The Chief Constable of Reigate, Mr W H Beacher, who was formerly a
superintendent of the West Sussex Constabulary brought a team of Reigate Borough Police to
Chichester on Tuesday for a crickedich against the West Sussex Police Although they were rather
badly beaten, the Reigate men had the satisfaction of being the first police team to encounter West
Sussex on their new police sports ground.

1933May 19: Surrey Mirror : Reigate and RedhillPolice at Spor The Borough Policéug-of -

war team commence their season of activity on Ma¥ ®&fFien they journey to Hook to compete in

the Surrey County Championships Meeting. Arrangements are in hand for the Reigate Borough Police
Sports to take place okugust 23, the proceeds this year will be for threa y oundmployment

relief fund.

2351933 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beact®98/22/2

2361933 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/2

2371933 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/2
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1933June 16: Surrey Mirror : Cricket T Reigate Borough Police Xll v Special Constable XII

Played at Reigate Priory on Wednesday resulted in a draw. The Specials made a shaky start, losing
their first wicket with only 4 runs on the board. The third wicket was down for 43 but a splendid stand
by Dean and Compterdall saw the 100 well passed before the fourth fell. A declaration was made

at the interval at 141 for eight leaving the regulars an hour and a half in which to get the necessary
runs. When stumps were drawn nine of their eleven wsckere down for 89. An early rot which
seemed likely to set in was stopped by Atkins whose 36 constituted a classic innings in miniature.
Several boundaries were the result of splendidly timed shots

1933 June 23: Surrey Mirror : Cricket T Reigate Borough dtice v London General Country
Services. Played at The Woodlands Redhill resulted in a win for L.G.C.S, Score Reigate 75 and
L.G.C.S. 144.

1933 June 23: West Sussex County TimesReigate Police SuccesaAt Ember Court Surrey on
Friday Reigate Borough Poé were victorious in winning the A.A.A. Surrey County Championship

for the 100stonetug-of-war. Reigate who were coached by their Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher
had a most strenuous pull against the East Surrey Regiment in the first round, oneipglélast
minutes 15 seconds. In the final they met Longrove Mental Institution, the first pull went to Longrove.
The second pull lasted three minutes and@&nds during which the police were pulled within 6
inches of the line but rallied and gradually witbtermination pulled their opponents the remaining

23 and a half feet for a win. The championship rested on the third pull and this lasted 2 minutes 38
seconds before the police were able to secure the Championship Cup.

1933June 27:Mid Sussex Times British Legion Feteat Cuckfield Four teams entered the open
tug-of-war contest including Reigate Borough Police who won the Surrey Championship on the
previous Friday. Reigate Police beat the Carfax Ramblers (Horsham) in the eliminating round by two
pulls o nil and in the final met Eastbourne Police. Eastbourne gave Reigate two good pulls in the
final but the latter were obviously the better team and deservedly won the handsome challenge cup,
which was presented to the Branch by Col Wallinger in 1929.Eahher of the Reigate team
received a case of tea spoons and the coach a bread saw.

1933 June 30: Surrey Mirror : Cricket T Reigate Borough Police v Guildford Borough Police.
Played at The Woodlands resulted in a win for Reigate Police, PC Laycock taldngi¢kets for
26 runs.

Rifle Shooting Reigate Police v Reigate Town Silver BaiMbnday evening saw the return match

on the range of the Reigate Miniature Rifle Club. The duel was fought out in the presence of Mr W
H Beacher, Chief Cotable who took a very keen interest in the match. The Borough Police won by
77 points.

1933July 1: Surrey Advertiser: Leatherhead Police and Traders Hetsappointment was caused

by the fact that only two teams entered for tinge-of-war competition, whth was inaugurated with
marked success last year. A cup for the competition presented this year by Mr W Prutton was won by
Reigate Police who defeated the Dorking Police Division by two pulls to nil.
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1933July 14: Surrey Mirror : Rifle Shooting- Reigate Boough Police v Reigate Grammar School
O.T.C.-An interesting match was fired at the Tunnel Range on Monday. The conditions were eight
to shoot, six to count and the result of the contest was a tie at 538 each.

1933July 14: Surrey Mirror : Reigate and Redhi’ Tug -of -war successReigate Borough Police

were successful in winning the tad -war championship at East Sussex Police Sports at East
Grinstead last week beating Petersfield in the final. Members of the police team, who were as follows
were each mesented with a handsome eigithtay st ri ki ng cl ock, PC6 S Br
Saunders, Mason, Smith, Walker and Stoneman.ngtam was reserve and PC Dale trainer whilst

the team were coached by Mr W H Beacher, Chief Constable. Much pleasurecaa®med at
beating Petersfield for the first time. In as much as the members of that team are old stalwarts with a
great name in this particular sport. The local team also met with success at recent meetings at
Leatherhead and Cuckfield bringing homeogphy in each case. Of nine contests entered the Borough
Police have been winners or runners up eight times

1933July16:Rey no | d s 0 s: ANBeighterpPaliseeSports Petersfield Police won tilng-of-
war event by two pulls to nil from ReigaBorough Police.

1933 July 21 Surrey Mirror : Cricket i Reigate Borough Police v Dorking Div, Surrey
Constabulary. Played at The Woodlands resulted in a win for Reigate by 45runs. PC Dean took four
wickets for 5 and PS Beedell three for 6. A notable stanB 6 s Wi ng and Wal ker
runs. Score Dorking 50 and Reigate 95.

1933July 22: Surrey Advertiser: Cranleigh Sport#’olice Team too late&Seven teams had entered
for thetug-of-war, always a popular event but Reigate Police, holders of the Challenge Cup, who
had been pulling in Brighton arrived late for the draw and could not compete.

1933 July 29: Surrey Advertiser: Surrey Constabulary Sports initial meeting held at Woking
Reigae Borough Police had several successes at this meeting but lost out in thénsé¢mi the
tug-of-war to R.A.S.C. Feltham by two pulls to nil.

1933August 11: Surrey Mirror : Oxted Sports and FeteReigate Borough Police again wting-

of-war. The annubsports of the Oxted, Limpsfield and Tandridge Sports Club was one of their most
successful with glorious weather, record entries, good organisation and an attractive fete. As usual
the team events aroused much attention. Thetwgar provided much extement and the success

of the holders Reigate Borough Police was loudly cheered. In the final Reigate Police beat the East
Surrey Water Co in two pulls. The police who are holders of the Surrey Championship were not
seriously extended in the final, thestirpull took two minutes but the second occupied less than a
minute. The police receiving the challenge cup presented by Mr E Strong.

1933 August 11: Surrey Mirror : Cricket i Reigate Borough Police v Brighton Borough Police.
Played at Preston Park resuliach draw.

1933 August 31: West Sussex GazetteReigate Borough thiréinnual Police Sports Held at
Redhill Memorial Sports Ground on August'@attracted a large gate and gained distinction by
reason of attracting a number of world champions partigulari n t he womends ev
vociferous enthusiasm was provoked by the Policeofugar and Reigate Borough were vocally
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assisted by a large crowd through to the final where they met Dorset who beat them in two straight
but very hard pulls, Dorsetca yi ng of f Sir Malcolm Campbell 6s
100yards flat handicap for members of the Borough Police with ovgré7ar s 6. ser vi c e

1933 Septembed 8 The Scotsman:Success of Reigate VolunteePolice Flying Squad:After a
yeards service the Aflying squado of voluntee
to assist the Reigate police are likely to be issued with distinctive uniforms. The volunteer motorists
numbering between fortynd fifty, who provide their own cars and are all on the telephone, have
provided real value. They are called on only
has been adopted by Surrey, Hampshire and other constabularies.

Reigate Borough Police
SPECIAL MOBILE CONSTABULARY

By W. H. BeacHer, Chief Constable
Reigate Borough Police

‘THE organization of the Special Mobile Constabulary, as a Branch of the
Special Constabulary of this Force, in 1932, was not the outcome of a sudden
* brain wave ® on my part, but rather the result of careful thought over a
considerable period, thought which had travelled along similar channels as
that which brought mobile police into existence to combat the criminal of
to-day, who seeks a fast means of travel to and from the site of his activities.

'lv"his Special Branch of the Special Constabulary soon became known
as ‘ The Special Constabulary Flying Squad,” and is now well known
throughout the country. Reigate, as a small borough, is fortunate in possess-
ing a fleet of no less than twenty-three fast motor cars, with Sir Malcolm
Campbell as the Chief Inspector, and Major Gardener as Inspector. The
* Flying Squad ° is, of course, comprised of motorists resident in the borough,
each possessing a fast, or sports, type of car. These gentlemen are all Special
Constables of the borough, many of them for a number of years.

The following cars are in use in the * FIIY;“E Squad *: Mercedes, Bentley,
Sunbeam, Rolls Royce, Minerva, Talbot, Riley, Invicta, Alfa-Romeo.
these have been on parade and tested at speed. A photograph is reproduced
on another page showing Sir Malcolm Campbell leading the * Squad * in a
test, which was highly successful in every way and demonstrated a very high
efficiency on the part of both cars and drivers.

The object of the Special Mobile Section is not onlﬁto have a body of
Mobile Special Constabulary for use within the Rcigate orough alone, but
for use otP adjoining police districts where serious crime may occur and our
co-operation enlisted ; especially in instances where there is a likelihood of
the offender passing through or near to the Borough of Reigate—in such
cases the * Flying Squad ’ would prove invaluable, and have already done so
on one or two occasions since their formation.

It should be emphasized that the Special Mobile Section have been
organized as an emergency squad only. On no account is it called upon
to take responsibilitics which belong to the regular police.

The practice adopted by me in the organization of this body has been
to_have t]l‘::e Special gunstable drive his own car with a uniformed police
officer acuompanyinihim. In no instance, or under no circumstances, will
a Special Constable be allowed to take the road in pursuit of crime without
the accompanying police officer. All members of the * Flying Squad * are

183

Extract from an article on the Special Mobile Constabularyby Chief Constable Beacher
Reigate Borough Police 19348

238 http://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?handle=hein.journals/policejl7&div=21&id=&page
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Chief Constable Beacher with Sir Malcolm Campbell inspecting the mobile section in 1932

Reigate Police Mobile Section with Sir MalcolnCampbell going out on patrof4°

239 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewar
240 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart
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Reigate Borough Police Motorcyclists witiMalcolm Campbell (PC31)

1934 Reigate Borough Police cricket team Chief Constable Beacher
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1934 An increase in crimeof 55.62% over 1933*
A case of burglary at a house andaarest made
Burglary at a school with an arrest made

Nine houses were broken into in Redhill by a vkelbwn local housebreaker. Speamdhttime
observation was undertaken by the CID and uniform officers until the culprit was eventually arrested
at Suton and sent to prison.

There was a housebreaking in Redhill where the criminal was arrested with the stolen property.

There was a housebreaking at Reigate where £217 of property was stolen the largest sum in a year.
Enquiries led to Lewes prison wherarean arrested at Brighton was interviewed. The man was a
simpleton who would admit anything!

A further housebreaking was committed at Redhill by three men and a woman in a motor car. After
a lengthy enquiry and special observation in London by the ClOndes number of the vehicle had

been provided by a night foot patrol). Two men were arrested and convicted. The woman was once a
housemaid at the house. (Note: Vehicles seen at night were recorded by foot patrols on into the late
1960s and were always caited by investigating officers following a crime overnight)

1934 Police PayHalf of the pay cut was restorétf

1934 January 19: Surrey Mirror: Friendly Football - Reigate Police v Dorking Police. The
Dorking Police football team, which has only been formed a very short time visited Redhill on
Tuesday and beat the Reigate Borough Police by 3 goals to 2. Warren and Clark (penalty) scored for
Dorking Police in the fst half. The Borough drew level with two goals from Wing and Laycock
(penalty) but ten minutes from the end Warren scored the winning goal.

1934 March 2: Surrey Mirror: Police Football - The Oxted Division of Surrey Constabulary played
Reigate Borough Rice at Master Park in the seifimal of the Horley Hospital Cup and were
narrowly defeated by two goals to one. Snow fell practically throughout the game which kept the
attendance down, but as a large number of tickets were previously sold, the Hospisainill
considerably benefit. PC Wing scored the first goal for Reigate and PC Adsett put through his own
goal when attempting to clear, to put Reigate two up. This was the score at half time. The second half
was very even and in the last minute Oxtetliced the lead through PC Bowden.

1934 April 6: Surrey Mirror: Football: Police Hospital CupReigate Police 1, Guildford Police 5.
Reigate Borough Police were unable to hold Guildford Police in the final of the Horley Hospital
Police Cup on Wednesday. & butstanding player on the field was PC Dean in goal for Reigate. He
played a splendid game, making many fine saves and undoubtedly saved the Borough Force from a
much heavier defeat. Walker, left back, also worked hard in defence while Stoneman gagdd a

2411934 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3
2421934 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3
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game at centre half. In the forward line Laycock although wandering from his position atiéfiside
played well. For Guildford Bell (outside right), Roberts (inside right) and PS Hill (centre forward)
were outstanding in attack, both backs playing imedefence. Guildford were the first to score, Bell
making a fine solo run down the left wing. Just before the interval Roberts scored a second and soon
after resumption, he added another and a little later PS Hill the fourth. Roberts then nettéa again
Guildford. Reigate pressed towards the end and a corner kick by PS Beedell went to Laycock who
lobbed the ball over the goalkeeper into the net. After the match the cup was presented to PS Hill,
Guildford Captain by Mr W H Beacher, Chief Constable eidgate, one of the organisers of the
competition

REIGATE BOROUGH FOLICGSE.

Chief Censtable's Office,
REIGATE.
GENERAL ORDER: 354 17th Auguat, 1934.

COMMENDATION: OTA.J. CAPELIN

LARCENY OF OIL - HORLEY., 27/7/34.

The Chief Constable has pleasure in submitting
belew & copy of letter received from The Deput
Chief Censtable, Su:rqx;Conntabulc:y.’UUT!b‘%Eil—

" With reference to the above ocase,

I have to inform you that on the 3rd inet,
4 men were dealt with at the Reigate

Petty Sesaion for this eoffence.

The Chairman of the Bench, Dr.
Preshfield, said he consid ered the police
sction commendable, The police officers
concerned in the arrests were F.C.o. ln{I:
snd ¥ilsen of this Foroce, and P.C. Cape
of Helgate Borough Pelice. P.C, Capelin
actually stopped the car of the escaping
thieves in response to a telephene
message, and I shall be very grateful
if you will convey to him my thanks for
the prompt action he took and the able
sssistance which he rendered to this
Foroe.

Thanking you in anticipatiem.

Yours faithfully,

"L. Bird",
The Deputy Chief Constable.
Chief Constable,
Reigate Borough Police. 15/8/%4.

Again thias brings credit to the Foroce and

Capelin persenally, such co-operation
gra ying to the Chief Constable

especially in the early morning hours - for a ;tntlon

Officer to be able to take this message and then

carry out the necessary sction himself such

susceasful results.

Yours truly,

Chierf Censtable, (
ieigate Borough,

PC Capelincommendation
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1934May 4: Surrey Mirror : Cricket i Reigate Borough Police lost their first match of the season
at Chichester when their opponents, the West Sussex Police scored 102 and the visitors were all out
for 39.

1934 May 18: Surrey Mirror : Cricket T Farm School v Reigate Borough Police. Playedha
School Ground resulted in a win for the Police. PC Simmonds took seven wickets for 35 and was top
scorer foe the police with 36.

1934May 25: Surrey Mirror : Cricket T Oxted Police v Reigate BorougRlayed at Blindley Heath
resulted in a win for Oxteby 37 runs. Scores Oxted 70, Reigate Borough 33.

1934 June 1: Reading Standard Berkshire Police Sport€Opentug-of -war open competitioni
First Round Reigate Borough Police beat Broadmoor Asylum Stdff 83econd Round Reigate beat
Swindon 21 and n the semiinal R. A.S.C. (the eventual winners) beat Reigafe 2

1934June 8:Surrey Mirror : Cricket i Reigate Police v Southern Police OrphanagaVoodlands
Redhill was won by the Borough Police by 77runs. ScBaough Police 127, Southern Police
Orphanage 50.

1934June 22:Sussex Agricultural Express East Sussex Police Sports at Bexhillug -of -war -
Reigate did not lose a pull in the tofj-war open to Southern Police Forces. In the final they met
Eastbourne, one of whose team developediasidaich necessitated his removal by ambulance.

1934 June 22:Surrey Mirror : Surrey County Amateur Athletics Association Championships held

at The Memorial Ground Redh#llThe tug-of -war championship changed hardReigate Borough

Police who were fancietb retain their title beat the Sutton Water Company by two straight pulls in
the first round but were out in the next to Longrove who eventually became champions. (Photo of
Reigate team in this newspaper)

1934 July 3: Beds and Herts PictoriallLuton Police SportsTug-of -war 104 stone, first round
Reigate Borough Police beat Wealdstone Polie@ &hd Luton Borough Police beat Dorset
Constabulary. In the final Luton beat Reigate 2 pulls to nil.

1934 Hampshire TelegraphPolice at SportOn Tuesdy the West Sussex police cricket team went

to Reigate for their return match against Reigate Borough Police and defeated them by 87 runs to 62.
For Reigate PS Bedell (10) and PC Nicholls (12) were the highest scorers. Several of the West Sussex
men failedto score, seven wickets falling to PC Dean for 31 runs.

1934 July 14: Yorkshire Post Amateur Athletic Championships at White City Londdmug-of -

war (100 stones) First round Reigate Police received a bye, infsehiRoyal Army Services Corps
(Felthan) beat Reigate Borough Police two pulls to nil, R.A.S.C. beating Royal Marines (Portsmouth)
in the final two pulls to nil.

1934 July 27: Surrey Mirror: - Banstead Flower ShoiwTug-of -war i This competition is always

a feature of the show, attracting someellent teams but unfortunately the R.A.S.C. Feltham who
won the trophy | ast year did not defend their
also failed to put in an appearance.
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Reigate Borough Policdirst aid competition Note chevronson officers in the front row. PC13
PC23 PS5 PC21 PC32

1934August 3: Reading Standard Broadmoor- After a lapse of many years the asylum staff flower
show was revived and held on the cricket ground. It included a sports programme and in-the semi
final of thetug-of -war Broadmoor lost to Reigate Borough Police by two pulls to nil and Staines
Police defeated Wiltshire Constabulary then going on to beat Reigdten2he final after some stiff

pulls.

1934 August 11 Westerham Herald: i Bank Holiday Sports at Oxtedn the opertug-of -war

Reigate Borough Police who were champions of Surrey last g&ned the challenge cup after a
hard struggle with W |l esdon Loco. I n the fir
as both teams were down. Reigate win the next two pull, the second of which lasted 2minutes 20
seconds.

1934 August 23 West Sussex GazetteChiddingfold Athletic Sports MeetingTug-of -war
R.A.S.C, Feltham, holders of the Amateur Athletic Association Championship beat Reigate Borough
Police in the final by two pulls, one of which lasted two minutes 27seconds.

1934 August 24 Surrey Mirror : Reigate Borough Police Sports at the Memorial Ground Redhill
Now in its fourth year and enjoying the distinction as being one of the best events of its kind in the
12:
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southern countieslug -of-war i Sixteen teams entered the 104 stargadf-war contest open to
Police Forces in the United Kingdom and this event provided great interest. Most of the pulls were
strenuous and in a number of cases gruelling
coached by the Chief Constabledavhich lately has earned several successes had the misfortune to
be drawn in the first round against a team with no less a reputation than that of Luton. A plucky fight
was noravailing and the home team went down in two straight pulls. Luton went wimntthe
Challenge Cup that had been presented by Sir Malcolm Campbell.

Among local events popularly hailed was the-om& interd i vi si on al cycle rac
Brownlow and Wing were riding to a splendid finish when the latter had the misfortunmeaff

his machine. It appears that the cycles just touched whilst nearing the last bend. Fortunately, PC Wing
was unhurt, although his fall was a heavy one, but for this fall there is little doubt that he would have
won.

1934 August 24: Surrey Mirror : Cricket- Reigate Borough Police v Guildford Borough Police
Pl ayed at St Davidodés Reigate resulted in a wi

1934 September 4:Mid Sussex Times Hurstpierpoint CarnivalThetug-of -war competition was

played under A.A.A. rules for a challenge cup given by Sir William Campion and nine replicas with
nine medals attracted great interest. Reigate Borough Police eventually being the victors for the third
year in succession. Although entittdo hol d t he trophy for fikeepso
for perpetual competition. In the first round Reigate Borough Police beat West Sussex Constabulary
by two pulls to nil and in the final beat Carfax Ramblers by two pulls to nil.

1934 Septenber 14: Surrey Mirror : Borough Police win handsome trophyDorking Division

beaten ircricket final- By defeating Dorking Division of the Surrey Constabulary in the final of a
cricket competition open to teams who enter for the Horley Hospital Footbpll The Reigate
Borough Police Team won the handsome fAWatteec
Stoughton Barracks when the Borough Police team thanks to a deadly spell of bowling by PC Dean,
who took eight wickets for four runs sent their oppdsdrack for a small score of 19 runs. The
Reigate team collected a total of 123 runs. Pc White for Dorking bowled well and took seven wickets
for 17runs. At the trophy presentation Mr W H Beacher, Chief Constable of Reigate Borough
expressed his pleasutet the Reigate Force should have become the first holders of the Cup.

1934 September 27:West Sussex Gazette-Reigate and RedhillReigate Police have wod4
trophies during the three years Mr W H Beacher who came to Reigate from Horsham, has been Chief
Constable.

1935 despite the recession, the chief constable made what even now is regarded as an almost
unbelievable decision for a small borough police force by form®gexial Constabulary Air Unit.
With pilots based at Redhill Aerodrome and up to t@ghlanes available, regular police officers
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acted as observers for the unit. It was used for {acgée searches and remained in being until the
demise of the force*?

SHOWING THE WAY: Mewmbers of the Relgate SBorough Police, of the jocal Mablle Special Comstabulary, snd of the
fooa’ Alreralt Section, lined vo te hear Sie Naleoim Campbelt Jast Salumdey when the Aot ™ motorist deliversd
R A0eech In his capac ty as Chief Inacector. Relgate s rasidly achieving 3 mation wide reputation for its ssecial
POIE Unite, frst me & ressit of the establishmant of the mobia forse in 15A2, which has alvendy done much

Eood wark, and secendy by (he Tormation in 1935 of the alreraft section wnder Me N F. Dulstreda. which provides

classes of inatrection for ' regeiars ' to anadie them to be eMcient shearvers to spechal constable silots of they
The progeess of Bath units ba being walched wilh inlereat by the Home CMce

Ahacid be calied wmon o Be we

THE LAWS EVERLENGTHENING ARM: The floct of ‘plancs. one of which bs an | oresd of its Special Constabulnry, wiieh can with Justice elalm to be the moet
Aulegiro, drawn wo for Sir Malcoim's vislt last Saturday. Tha anthusinsm and | go ahendl in the eeuntry, The movement has the Pull Backing of the local authest
the velume of voluntsry effort UhAl has gone 1o the croation of this wnit has | thes, Whg sUPEOrt It In every wiay, and are even now Taveurably considesing the
Aroused general adiisation, and folgate Dorowgh has 2004 Gause to be auextion of a general unifcrm lsswe. (Soecial = Sehere ™ pictires by Wilam Daris)

243 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Catabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart
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AEY PHELEN ; Sir Maicotm in conversation with Me, B 1, Bulstrode (sacont Trom wft) in charge of The Arcoralt Sestiar
the first of Its hind 1o bs attached 10 & Special Comatabuiary and, it ls anticipated. the formrinnes of ssany othe -

Sky Peeler: Sir Malcolm Campbell in SpecialConstabulary uniform

Police officers receiving instruction to take part in Reigate Borough Police Flying Corps
Type of aircraft used by Reigate Borough Police

AAAA DH60G Moth de Havilland 805 No 1934 General Demo Heston also AA use
127
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AAJZ DH60G Moth de Huailland 1134 Yes 1935 Surrey Reigate Borough/Redhill FC
AAYY DH60G Moth de Havilland 1251 Yes 1935 Surrey Reigate Borough/Redhill FC
ABFR Segrave Meteor Blackburn 3169/2 Yes 1935 Surrey Reigate Borough/Redhill FC
ABSO DH80A Puss M de Havilland 2217 Y£835 Surrey Reigate Borough/Redhill FC
DH60G Moth de Havilland 1908 No 1935 Surrey Reigate Borough/Redhift FC

1935April 26: Surrey Mirror : BoroughPolice at Squad Drill Innovation at Reigaté The first of

an annual series of squad drill competitions in connection with Reigate Borough Police Force was
seen on the drill ground at Reigate County School for Girls. A handsome trophy presented by Mr V
C Felix of Redhikwas é&wardeH totthe Wvinning squad which was instructed by PC
Williams and marshalled by PS Atkins. The winning squad received 18 marks out of a possible 20
and the runners up 16. Both squads impressed greatly with their smart movements and the two
instructors, both ex necommissioned officers of the Coldstream Guards were highly commended
on the manner in which they directed the various evolutions both at drill and physical training. In his
speech afterwards the Chief Constable, Mr W H Beachezdsititwas absolutely essential that
policemen should be 100 per cent active and without physical training instruction that could not be
assured.

1935May 18: Westerham Herald: Cricket- Oxted Police win by one run. There was an exciting
finish to the matic between Oxted Police and Reigate Borough Police at Blindley Heath on Tuesday
afternoon. When the last Reigate batsman went in to bat his side needed two runs to win. A scoring
stroke was made, off which the batsmen attempted to run two with the resoltthem was run out
leaving Oxted the winners by one nwhich received tremendous applause from supporters, the Chief
Constable being their coach. As runners up the team received cigarette boxes.

1935 1 June: Surrey County AAA Championshipsheld at theAlexandra Recreation Ground,
Tolworth. Programme of events include 880 yards senior championship heats; 100 yards senior
championship heats; putting the 16lb weight; 100 yards junior championship heats; 880 yards junior
championship heats; high jump chaonship; 880 yards senior championship final; throwing the
discus championship; 100 yards senior championship final; 100 yards junior championship final; tug
of war championship- 100 stones preliminary round; Surrey County Women's AAA relay
championship880 yards junior championship final; 220 yards championship heats; schoolboys' relay
race heats; tug of war first round; 220 yards championship 2nd round; one mile championship; long
jump championship; 220 yards championship final; two miles walk chanipmrschoolboys’ relay

race grade two final; throwing the javelin championship; 440 yards senior championship heats; 440

24ttp://www. policeaviationnews.com/acrobat/index/ukpolicefleet.1921.2003.pd
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yards junior championship; three miles championship; tug of war final; 440 yards senior
championship final. Includes some manuscriptaations recording of times and results.

Includes advertisements for forthcoming meetings: the Southern Championships to be held at the
Royal Naval Sports Ground, Pitt Street, Portsmouth, 22 June 1935; thdiftbrgnnual athletic

sports organised byeé City of London Police Athletic Club and held at the White City Stadium, 29
June 1935the fifth annual sports meeting organised by the Reigate Borough Poli@ad held at

the Memorial Sports Ground, Redhill, 21 August 1935; the third annual sports gnexgtamised by

Surrey Constabulary Sports Cluband held at the Football and Sports Ground, Woking, 13 July
1935; the AAA Championships Great Britain versus France held at the White City Stadiaf, 12
July 1935; and the Jubilee Sports Meeting organiseétogets of Adventure' Croydon and District
Traders' Association held at Wandle Park, Croydon, 19 June 1935

1935June 7: Surrey Mirror : Tug-of -war champions of Surrey Reigate Borough Police win
without conceding a pull. Reigate Borough Police-tfigwar team achieved a very fine success in
their second appearance of this season when t
the SurreyChampionship meeting. It was a distinctly fine performance in that the police did not
concede a single pull throughout the competition. In the first round they disposed of Putney Police in
two straight pulls and in the second Sutton Water Company werar§niefeated. Long Grove

were expected to break this sequence even if they did not win but again Reigate saved the necessity
for a deciding pull despite some strenuous work by Long Grove. On Thursday of last week at the
Berkshire County Police Sportseld at Abingdon-on-Thames, in the open 104 stone-tfgvar
competition Reigate Borough were the finalists with the R.A.S.C. (Feltham). The Reigate Police lost
two strenuous pulls, putting up a good show
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1935 June 14: Surrey Mirror: Police at tugof -war-The Reigate Borough Police Tag war team

were successful on Thursday of last week in winning the final of the Oxford Poliag tugr
competition beating Luton and thus wrestling from that team a cup they had held for nine years. At
the Southern Raiay Sports at Woking on Monday, the Borough Police were runners up and the
members of the team received mementoes in the form of dressing sets. Thirteen teams had entered
the competition and Reigate in turn beat the Gas, Light and Coke Company, the Riiiae and

the Norfolk Regiment each by two straight pulls. In the final the Royal Army Service Corps won by
two straight pulls.

1935 Jwne 21: Surrey Mirror: Police attug-of -war-Reigate Borough Police entered the-tig
war competition at the Metroptdn Sports at Hendon on Saturday and were runners up, being beaten
by Chelsea in the final. Members of the team were each presented with a tobacco companion.

PC 38 Bowles Reigate Borough®

#Sent to the author by Mr Bowles 6family
13C
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1935July 5: Surrey Mirror : Tug-of -War- Reigate BorougliPolice team visited Dorchester last

week and were defeated in the final of the 104 stone competition in connection with the Dorset
Constabulary Spast Here they met several redoubtable opponents and the win by Dorset of two to
one followed a very strenusypull. The first of the pulls lasted nearly four minutes. Dorset, it will be
remembered won Sir Malcolm Campbell s Cup at |
team did not meet with success at the Luton Police Sports on Saturday beingtetinoy Dorset in

one competition and by Luton in the other.

1935July 12: Surrey Mirror : Cricket: Pol i ce af t e-rReigatéVRdice 203,0Woking p
Police 69. At Woking on Tuesday Reigate Borou
PCdOXan and Wing for the Borough police scored

1935July 19: Surrey Mirror : Police at Tugof -War- Reigate Borough Police tugf-war team
competed in the A.A.A. championships at White City on Friday and were beaten in tHenseiny
the Royal Army Services Corps team, who went on to win the championship again.

1935July 23: Mid Sussex Times British Legion Fete CuckfieldThe opertug-of -war contest has

always proved an attraction and six teams entered the competition indRelgage Borough Police,
holders of the cup and amateur champions of Surrey. In the first round Reigate Police beat Eastbourne
Police and in the senifinal Reigate Police beat West Sussex Police but lost in the final to R.A.S.C.

by two pulls to nil.

1935July 27: Bexhill-on -Sea Observer East Sussex Sports at Bexhillhe final of thetug-of -

war open to Southern and Metropolitan Forces provided a battle of giants between Reigate and the
Southend Village Police. For a start they tugged and strained without either team conceding an inch.
Then the superior stamina of the Reigate men made itseHriélthey went on to win the cup for
another year.

1935 August 2 Reading Standard Broadmoor Staff Flower and Sports Shatn outstanding
feature of the sports was thag-of -war, in which ten teams competed, Broadmoor, who had a good
team had every hepthis year of winning the seventeguinea cup, presented by Dr Foulerton, the
medical superintendent, they having competed the week before at Littlewick British Legion Sports
where they won the silver challenge cup. The final however was between $talices the holders

and Reigate Borough Police. Staines wining by two pulls to nil and thus holding the cup for a second
year.

1935August 2: Surrey Mirror : Cricket in Brief i At the Woodlands last week Reigate Borough
Police 1248 declared (PC Dean 7Zpuildford Borough Police 71 (PC Ferguson 40 and Sgt Atkins
3 for 0).

1935August 10: Westerham Herald: Oxted Bank Holiday Sport$Great interest was taken in the
opentug-of-war in which the competing teams were the Royal Army Services Corps, Feltham who
are the 108tone British champions and 130 stone Service champions, Willesdon who are the L.M.S.
Railway champions, Reigate Borough Police , Surrey County champions, Southend Village Police

131



Robert Bartlett Aprill5, 2022, 938at938@gmail.com

who have been runners up in every contest entered this anddashsand London Brick Company

and Forders Ltd who travelled 70 miles to compete. The R.A.S.C. and Reigate Borough Police
reached the final after some strenuous pull, the former eventually winning the challenge cup by two
straight pulls.

1935August 23: Surrey Mirror : Reigate Borough Police Sports A brilliant spectacle at Redhill
Memorial Sports Ground. As in previous years thediigvar competitions were amongst the most
interesting and great cheers went up when the Reigate Police team took tl tioepf@ticipate in a
gruelling pull. The Reigate team losing to Staines by two pulls to one in the first round.

1935 August 23:Edward Morris Smith aged fodgne with no occupation, of 32, Fengates Road,
Redhill appeared at Reigate Borough Police Cgesterday on remand on a chargslodoting with
intent to murder Leslie Knight of Madeira Walk, Reigate and John Barnett of Charman Road,
Redhill. He was remanded for another weék.

1935September 5West Sussex GazetteHurstpierpoint Carnivalln thetug-of -war competition
R.A.S.C., Feltham beat Reigate Borough Police (the holders) by two pulls to nil in the final.

1935September 20:Surrey Mirror : Cricket: Reigate Police lose Cup Reigate Police 38, Guildford
police 942

At Stoughton Barracks, Guildford I ast week i
Borough caught a col d. PC6S Roberts and Pil ki

1935 Annual report#’

Year Offences Detected Percentage
1921 56 34 60
1922 56 35 66
1923 |80 42 52
1924 85 46 55
1925 |80 38 48
1926 114 50 44
1927 121 44 36

246 The Scotsmadugust 23 1835
2471934 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3
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Year Offences Detected Percentage
1928 165 39 23
1929 132 53 40
1930 131 52 36
1931 98 58 59
1932 103 62 60
1933 151 96 63
1934 235 50 63
1935 68

1935 Smash and Grabn Redhill at 2.30am and following good work by the Metropolitan Police
Flying Squad two men were arrested with a stolen’¢ar.

1935:Housebreaking Merstham A man was arrested in Hove using the same MO however he was
not prosecuted*?

1935: Housebreaking Gatton Two men on a motorcycle stole £377 11s 6d but were later arrested
by patrolling officer in the Metropolitan Police Distriét®

1935:Othercrimesincluded larceny by servant, larceny from lodgings, and three larcenies from cars.
251

1935:In the year there wertgvo cases oattempted murder committed by a local person who was
in receipt of an Army disability pension for injuries from the GWair. He was detained during her
Majestyodos Pleasure. He shot two men both of w
both eyes and the other the use of his left &tn.

1935: Housebreaking Redhillwas the work of a wek n o wn fi ¢ awho Wwas digturbad 0
making his exit from the house down a drainpipe. At the front gate he met a plain clothes officer and
informed him that he was wanted inside. He then stole a bicycle which he later abandoned and

2481935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3
2491935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3
2501935 Annual Report by the Chief ConstaWfédliam Beacher CC/98/22/3

2511935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3
2521935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3
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boarded a bus. The plain clothes officeswgaickly in pursuit and arrested the man in the Borough.
Thirteen cases were taken into consideration i.e., he admitted a number of other dffences.

1935:Highway robbery with violenceMerstham 8.30am a young lady was attacked and her handbag
stolen. A local man was arrested by a uniform constable and was sentenced to 12 months and 15
strokes of the birck>

1935:ManslaughterSurrey Assizes. The accused was involved in a road accident and left the injured
motorcyclist in the road and drove off®

1935:Larcenies from unattended moteehiclescaused a great deal of consternation. Eventually two
men were arrested and had four charges preferred after property was recovered from théif home.

1936May 1: Surrey Mirror : Borough Police Drill Competiton- Reigate. Two squads competed

for the AFel i x0 CudpCupheldinthégeoundsof tieefCoubty Stisool tortGirle

at Reigate. The two squads first paratiegetherand the gathering witnessed the usual police drill

with the marching iad the production of truncheon, handcuffs and whistle. In addition to the drill the
squads performed a number of physical exercises devised with the object of keeping the Force smatrt,
fit and efficient. The exercises and drills were extremely well caoigdand themayorfound it
difficult to judge between the two squads but
group and the runners up trophy, the Chief Constal@ep to PC Williams group. When announcing

his result themayor congratuleed everyone and stated that on several occasions recently when he
had been in the City he had mentioned that h
where the Police Force is so smart

1936 May 15: Surrey Mirror : Cricket - Constables good t#@+ Reigate Borough Police 117,
G.P.O. Sports 71. R E Doe for the Postmen took 4 for 7 but PC Gaze for the police excelled with the
bat and ball, also in the field, taking a very fine catch low down atomid®C Nichols also bowled

well taking 4 for 19.

1936 May 22: Surrey Mirror : Police - Reigate, Guildford and Windsor Borough Police are
competing this year in a thremdedcricket contest for a handsome trophy presented by the residents
of Windsor.Reigate Police tugf -war team expect to commenceitl®immer activities in earnest

on Whit Monday.

1936June 12:Surrey Mirror : Cricket - Reigate Police 88orking Division Surrey Constabulary
46. The bowlers were the men who mattered in this game. PC Gaze for Reigate took 6 for 17 and PC
Hood for Dorking 5 for 27.

2531935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3
2541935 Annual Rport by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3

2551935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3
2561935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3
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1936June 12:South Wales GazetteAt the Oxford City Police Sportsig-of -war 104 stone contest
open to all police teams Reigate were beaten in the first round by Luton 2 pulls to nil.

1936June 19:Surrey Mirror : Po |l i ce Gol f e PO Atknsos*fofdReigate Baough

Police was dogged with bad luck in his police gajfexploits at Port Rush, Ireland last week. In the
Police Golfing Championship, for which he was a favourite, he gaiftqulase out of nearly 200
entrants a fine achievement. When he was leading at the thirteenth green of a difficult-course

rain hal fallen there for thirteen weekthe ball lodged in a rocky portion of the green and was not
dislodged until PC Atkinson had conceded ten strokes, which lost him the championship. Shortly
afterwards PC Atkinson was chosen to play for the English PodiaenTagainst a combined Scottish

and Irish Team, which the latter won by one stroke. In this match he had the misfortune to drive his
ball into a rabbitsé scrape when requiring a
the event was bragast from Northern Ireland PC Atkinson was praised for his achievements.

*PC Kenneth Glover Atkinson was from Borth in Wales, his father was the secretary of the Borth
and Ynyslas Golf Club from 1929 and he was an oudstgnfigure in golfing circles in that part of

Wal es. PC Atkinson gained his knowledge of th
guidance. He came to Redhill from there in 1935 to join the Reigate Borough Police and he went on
to representitem in several open police championships.

1936June 27:Herts and Essex ObserverHerts Police SportsTug-of-war, open, challenge cup
presented by Mr Andrew Motion of Braintre¢leat 2 Reigate Borough Police beat West Ham Police
i Final Reigate beat Hetord by two pulls.

1936July 3: Surrey Mirror : Tug-of -war successesReigate Borough Police tugf-war team have

had a successful week. On Wednesday (Juity &4Dorset they were only defeated in the final of

the 104 stone section while they reacheddbmifinal of the catchweights. The following day they

went to Herford and won the Hertfordshire County Cup. This is the second year that the Borough
have gained this trophy. On Saturday they journeyed to Luton but were unfortunately beaten in the
semifinal by a strong team from Dorset. The Reigate team including a reserve is as-fBllGAS s
Barber, Brownlow, Gaze, Hampshire, Johnson, Ridpath, Richardson Stoneman and Walker with the
Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher as coach.

1936July 17: Surrey Mirror : Police at tugof -war T Reigate Borough Police beat Luton Police in
tug-of -war at the West Sussex Police Sport by two pulls to one in a very strenuous competition. It is
interesting to note that the handsome trophy awarded to Reigate was once betopogséission of

the Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher, being won by his old Horsham team when he was an officer
of the West Sussex Force.

1936July 17: Surrey Mirror : Cricket - fiBroke his duck 49 times®@indsor Police 49, Reigate

Police 1175. Sgt Atkins for the local police succeeded in breaking his duck inrthish. Hebroke

it with vengeance and scored a useful @ many as the whole opposition scored. The match was
one of a serioescufport rtihaengiiPeaccoanp et i ti on bet wee
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1936August 7: Surrey Mirror : Bank Holiday Sport$ International Meeting at Oxted A.A.A.
Champions wirtug-of -war i The presence of several competitors well known in national meetings
added considerably to the excitement that prevailed while some of the events were being decided.
One if the best of these was theopendigvar ( cat chwei ght ) f.dhiswdsr Ed\
won by the Royal Army Service Corps (Feltham) who are the A.A.A. 100 stone champions. In the
semt final the R.A.S.C. defeated Reigate Borough Police, who had beaten London Transport (C.O.)
Sports Association in the first round, in pulls lastinginute 27 seconds and 1 minute 45 seconds.

1936August 7: Surrey Mirror : South Park Fete and Sports Meetingug -of -war i Three teams
entered for the tugf -war contest for a Challenge Cup presented by Mr P C Mordan, Reigate
Borough Police, Longra¥ Mental Hospital and Willesden Loco. Willesden Loco beat Longrove by
two strenuous pulls to one, following which they were defeated by Reigate Borough Police in the
third of three gruelling pulls. The contest being watched with considerable interest.

1936 August 13: West Sussex GazetteGuildford 1 Guildford Borough Police have reached the
final o f Qritket CupWanpetitioa tor Surrey Police Force. Last week they defeated
Reigate Borough Police by four wickets.

1936August 14:Surrey Mirror : Advert for Reigate Borough Police Sports

[ - s i —— = |

REIGATE BORO(:!CH
POLICE SPORTS

Special Attractions include:—
DISPLAY BY ROVAL MANINES

Grand Tableanx by the Richard Treape
from BERTRAM MILLY CIRCLUS

Drums and Fifes of HM, YOOT GUARDS,
RIDING EXMINITION & Papls of
Me. sam Marsh.

TUG-OF -WAR COMPETITION OFEN TO
ALL YORCES,

And a Splesdid FProgramme of Athletie
Fvenis

MEMORIAL SPORTS GROUND,
REDHILL,
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1%h,
AL 2 pm,

1936August 21:Surrey Mirror : Reigate Borough Police SporBei gat e Bor oughoés ¢
meetingwas full of promise but fated to be spoiled by rain, a heavy shower shortly after four bringing

in its train a steady persistent drizzle which remained until the end. Although the crowd grumbled
everybody made the best of it. The programme was one ofidseattractive yet presented and but

for the rain the athletic prowess would also have been the best.
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The tugof -wari Thirteen teams participated in the police(open) 104 stonreftugar competition

for the handsome challenge cup presented by Sir Mal€ampbell. In the first round Reigate
Borough beat West Sussex, the contest being of a strenuous nature and Reigate were fortunate in
gaining ground rapidly. Staines, however making short work of their stamina in the second round.
The borough team coaahe by  Mr Beacher consisted of PCO
Hampshire, Gaze, Ridpath, Johnson and Richardson. The final being won by Ulster.

An interesting addition to the programme this year was the catch weigbt-tuay contest between
Reigate and Redhdivisions of the Borough Police coached respectively by PS Kimber and PS
Foster. Redhill won by two pulls to one, but not without stern opposition. The contest was for the
new 17guineas challenge cup generously presented by Mr E L Page of Castiafde RThe contest

was rendered all the more thrilling by reason of the fact that members of the regular Reigate Borough
Police tugof-war team were expressly excluded from taking part.

The Chief Constable hiself ran in the 100yards handicap race for Borough Police officers of over
15y e ar s 0. Staréng at scrateh PS Beedell made short work of coveringythed8 start given
to his Chief but did not pass him until near the tape. Photo from Daily NigfbAugust.

- TN
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Part of the proceeds from the meeting will be for a newly instituted fund for the widows and orphans
of their own force.

1936 September 4: Sussex Agricultural Express Tug-of-War: Hurstpierpoint Carnival The

Royal Army Servic€or ps ( Fel tham), A.A.A. champions of
of the AChampiono challenge cup took the tro
Borough Police in the final by two straight pulls. Each member of the winning teawegegieplica

of the trophy and members of the other finalist team each received a medal.

1936 September 11:Surrey Mirror : Reigate Carnival WeekThe Reigate  Borough Police
challenge cup for the Carniv@lig-of-War changed hands at the Sports GroundHikedn Friday

night, Cranleigh British Legion who defeated Long Grove Sports Club, the holders in thignsémi
winning it after a strenuous final against Broadmoor Staff A.C., nine civilian teams having entered
the competition.

1936September 25Surrey Mirror : Police win cup Reigate Borough Police are to be congratulated

on winning the ADeacono Cup, a triangular spo
and ReigateCricket, shooting and swimmingare the three sporting activities in whitte officers
compete. The cricket match was played early in the season and the concluding stages of the swimming
and shooting were held at Guildford on Tuesday. The final result was Reigate 17 points, Guildford 6
points and Windsor 3points.

19360ctober 7. Western Daily Pres:iL uc ky Cat 6 Sebakti@an, tka cgthasbeen a firm
favourite since he was adopted by the Redhill Police in Surrey some time ago. He gave up a
comfortable home to become the mascot of the force and he was therefore cSkdSian. He
always brought luck to the force which is attached to the Reigate Borough Police who are famed for
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their athletic powers. It was recently noticed that he spent more and more time in seclusion in his
favourite cell, presumably in saintly mé&gtion but news has just come to hand that Sebastian is now
the proud mother of 13 kittens.

1936: A prisoner caused a great many problems committing crimes. When he was arrested, he was
dressed as a womaHhle was described at his trial as a sexual peraefetishist for whom the
excitement of womends clothing ®ad some rel at

1936 December 28Robbery with violenceA domestic servant was attacked in Raglan Road,
Reigate suffering blows to the face and losing 10 shillings. No arrest fM&de.

1936:In his annual report Chief Constable Beaatquressed his gratituder the assistance of the
chief constable of Surrest all times?2>°

1937 April 16: Surrey Mirror : Borough Policemen compete for cup. Tihell and physical

training competi tion in which Reigate Borough Pol
ABeacher o Cups was hel d i nhoot. Fhe competitionnvdssbetwebn R e i
two teams captained respectively by PC Williams and PC Stoneman. Both squads evoked admiration
from the onlookers by their smartness in uniform drill and formation. A topical note was the
introduced by the donning of gasans k s, whi ch was done at admir al
were judged at being slightly the better team.

1937May 14: Surrey Mirror : Cricket in Brief i Philanthropic School 88 (W Dawes 55 not out)
Reigate Borough Police 100 (PC Dean 52, PC Gaze 24) at the Farm School last week.
West Sussex Police 84 (R@nch 32, PC Gaze-388), Reigate Borough Police 119 (Papelin 32,

PC Laycock 22) at Chichester last week.

1937May 21: Surrey Mirror Cricket: Borough Police in cup form Dorking Police 50 Reigate
Police1526 . I n the first round of the AWattied Cuj
Police woncomfortably thanks chiefly to PC Gaze who took 6 for 20 and PC Wilmott who carried

his bat for 43.

1937June 11: Surrey: Cricket - Guildford Police 1243 declared, Reigate Police-80 At Dennis
Sports Ground Guildford the match resulted in a draw fob#econ Cup Competition, Reigate were
fortunate to force a draw

1937June 18:Surrey Mirror Gazette : Tug-of-War i Royal Ulster Constabulary Sports Belfast

The Reigate Borough Police tag -war team last weekend had a pleasant and interesting experience
when they visited Belfast at the invitation of the Royal Ulster Constabulary who, it may be recalled
are PoliceChampions and holders of the Reigate Borough Police Trophy presented by Sir Malcolm

2571935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3
2581936 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3
2591936 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3
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Campbell. The Reigate team took part in-toigrwar competitions at two weights 104 and 100 stones.

In the former they were beaten by the Royal Ulster Constabulary vmatdly won the competition.

In the 100 stone Reigate met their Ulster rivals in the final and lost by two pulls to nil, thus taking the
second prize which took the form of a silver wristlet watch for each competitor.

1937 July 2: Western Gazette Dorset Plice Sports Tug-of-War 13stone contest Reigate were
beaten in round 1 by Dorchester and in thedfigvar catch weight open competition for the Dorset
Challenge cup Reigate were beaten in the final by Monmouth.

1937July 9: Surrey Mirror : Cricket i Windsor Police 52 Reigate Police 214. In a very enjoyable
game in the Home Park Windsor PC06S Dean and
Dean was also deadly with the ball taking 6 wickets for 24runs, the match being in the Deacon Cup
Competition

A notableall-roundp er f or mance of 44 and 7 for 13 by P
the Wattie Cup semfinal against Oxted. Score Oxted Police 32, Reigate 170.

1937July 16: Surrey Mirror : Cricket - Guildford Police 62 Reigate Police 78 the Woodlands,

Redhill this game, a Deacon Cup competition match was enjoyable and closely contested. Gaze and

Nicholls for Reigate shared the wickets and PC Cooper took 6 Reigate wickets for 14.P C Erwin for
Reigate saved his side with a timely 16 wihens were badly needed.

1937 August 6: Surrey Mirror. Oxted Sports Bank Holiday MeetingReigate Police wirtug-of -

war. Reigate Police did not have the luck of the draw in theofugvar but they easily proved their
superiority over the three teams yhead to meet. They had a big fight against R.A.S.C. who came
from Feltham with a big reputation but having the benefit of a slight slope, won by two pulls to one.
They beat Sutton Water Co in the sdmal in two straight pulls, one lasting 69 secondd #ren

met ALO Div, Metropolitan Police, winning af
team members werePC0 S Hampshire, Wil mott, Laycock,
Richardson with PC Brownlow as reserve, Mr W H Beacher, Claaktable was coach.

1937August 27Surrey Mirror : Cricket: i Wa t t e -eGuildfGrd Police 96, Reigate police 107.

I n the AWatteeodo Cup final at Merrow on Friday
Reigate took 5 for 16 and PC Pilkingtomfo Gui | df ord took 7 for 31.
Reigate made a good fourth wicket stand, whi

Simmonds and Erwin were seen in a last wicket stand.

1937August 27:Surrey Mirror : The Borough Polic&ports held on August #5at the Memorial

Sports Ground RedhillSeventh annual event eclipses all its predecesfogsof -war excitement

The enthusiasm of the Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher for theftugzar has made this
competition one of the ast keenly anticipated features of the sports and the 104 stone competition,
open to all Police forces in the United Kingdom provoked the usual excitement which reached its
peak when the Reigate Borough Pol i clel @sorchalel
cup beating Southend Village in two but very strenuous pulls in the final. The othar-tugr was

14C
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the catchweight interdivisional affair betwee
high between partisan supporters wkach division had wongull, but the decider went to Redhill.

The attendance was estimated atrapinately 8,000, a record figure which resulted in a substantial
benefit to the Reigate Borough Policebs recen

1937August 27: Surrey Mirror : Reigate Borough Police Success atricket this season. Under

the able angjenial captaincy of PC Dean and the valuable assistance in a secretarial capacity of PS
Beedel |l the team has Afrom strength to streng
and AWatt eTdei Dieraccppmioe sc.up i s a w aful tbreadouttofoReigatee mo
Windsor and Guildford Boroughs in a games contest which embraces shooting and swimming as well
as cricket. The fortune of the contest, howev
the team was not found wantingp | t he f i nal of the fAWatteeo tr
Guildford Police in an exciting matcWell done Reigate! Only one match have they lost this season

and that was against a strong side from the West Sussex Constabulary. Mr W H Beacherf the Chie
Constable, commenting that it had been a very satisfactory season which reflects credit on all.

1937 August 31: Mid Sussex Times Hurstpierpoint Carnivalug-of-war tournamentin a first-

roundtie Reigate Borough Police beat Brighton Borough Policeway gtraight pulls and in the
second round Reigate beat Tamplinds Brewery b
beat Reigate in thinal, but Reigate put up a magnificent fight and in the first pull were at one time
within a few inches of viory.

1937 September 10 Surrey Mirror : Cricket: The Pol i ce | i ft another
follow up a good start. The cup presented by Mr G A Hodgkindray Park Garages Reigate for

the annual competition between Reigate Borough Police and the Special Constabulary, which was
won last year by the Specials passed into the hands of the Regulais o0 hol der s of t h
at St Davi dweek. B@atting first the Sipexiald were given a useful start by H Dean (29)
and H G Daniels (43) who made 72 before being separated. The remaining batsmen however could
do nothing with the bowling of PC Gaze (5 for 26) and PC Dean 95 for 29). The whadbteisigeut

for 99. The Specials struck a good opening b
performer before he could score., but all the remaining batsmen scored, eight of them reaching double
figures contributing to a total of 204.

1937 Novemler: John Haigh Acid Bath Murders Haigh grew up in Yorkshire where he accrued
severalconvictions for fraud although he was at time also a legitimate businessman. Haigh was to
move to Guilford in 1937 posing as a solicitor with a reputable law firm osergahe sale of
discounted shares in a public company. He opened an office in Guildford, but his activities were
exposedand he was sentenced to four years in pri:
false pretences with twentwo other simi ar of fences taken into con
into wartorn London where he received a further prison sentence for burglary during which he was

to learn about acid and dissolving rodents. His fraudulent lifestyle developed to the point when he
murders several victims finally filling a bath full of acid at a factory in Horsham to dispose of the
bodi es. In 1949 one of his wvictimds coats wa:
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Reigate High Street where Mabel Marriott the shop ass$istas able to complete the evidence chain
from a receipt held by Haigh to th#® cleaners

Haigh was executed on 9 August 1949

The man at the centre of this group is chiebf the borough Special Constable, Captain C J
Sutton. Picture probably dates from 193762

260 Dark City- Crime in Wartime London 201018on Read lan Allen page 166 et seq
261 pjcture courtesy Dave Vigar
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MENU TOAST LIST
= =y =
IOMATO SOUT HIS MAJESTY THE KING
— THE BOROUGH SPECTAL CONSTABULARY
FRIKD SILLET OF J His Woese: e ,Vf,l_“;:'_: i i
WND TARTARLE SAUCE Leply v & Carr. C, .
aiy WChilwe 'v". 7| 1
wnd Issvzcror M. 15 STacny
OAST VEAL AND 4aM THE REGULAR POLICE
ROAST AND MASIIED FOTATOES Propasoy & Insencvor M, E
BRL SPREOTTS Y. .,I A '}a.v:.A e, o ¢ :
T LIS WORSHIF THE MAYOR
SHERRY CHEAM TRIFLL umd  THE BOROUGH COUNCIL
Ixseecon B Dintoy
T Sy 0 Hes Warsae Te: Mavon
SCLTTS AND CHEESE
THE GUESTS AND VISITORS
| T3 TR
b
¥ ) nd o B

Above is a dinner card March 1937 for the annual Special Constabulary dinner at the Warwick Hotel,
Redhill. In attendance was the Mayor of Reigate, Lt. Col. Dudley Lewis. Representing the Borough
Special Police were Captain H.J. Sutton and Inspector M.R. Stacey. Present for the Regular Police
were Inspector R.E. Neale and Chief Constable W. Beacher. Also preserihspector R.E. Heeton,
Inspector J.F.E. Goad and the Chief Constable of Surrey Major Nichéi$on.

1937: There were337 indictable offence®r the year an increase of 106, 45.88% on the 231 for
1936. This was a record year for crime. On shopliftas arrested for numerous crimé&s.

1937: The CID had the same staff as in 1921 when crime numbered 56 cases. The number of
detectives has been increased have by one to complete tHé sy€@em and for the preparation of
files. 265

1937: The strength of the forcevas 50 with an average height of 6 feelyering a population of
34,547

262 Card courtesy Dave Vigar a retired police officer

2631937Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/4

264 Modus Operandi probably required a card index entry to be completed for future comparison
2651937Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/4
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Reigate Borough Police including PC Godsmark
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25 August 1937

1937:During the past year the Borough of Reigate has made great advancemematiadhal Air
Raid Precautions Movemeri®

Special Constabulary, probably from 1938

266 1937Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/4
14¢€
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BOROUGH OF REIGATE
SPECIAL  CONSTABULARY

2

Annual Binner

held at

LAKER'S HOTEL, REDHILL,

on
MARCH 30th, 1938

—_—

CAPT. C. J. SUTTON
in the Chair

MENU 7 TOAST LIST

N HIS MAJESTY THE EKING
CR=ME, OF TCMATC

THE BOROUGH SPECIAL CONSTABULARY
FRIKD FILLETS ©F FISI '
ANT) TARTARE SALCE Dropuser ¢ Hiz ‘r'v'U.(:(dJﬂ viEE Mavax

PRTNTED - S [ EETTTTE SO\ B SR )

Ropdy vy 2o Cavr. T Sumew
il Apecid Dieacxbihg

ROAST LAMD
MINT SAUCE -

PEAS MASHED POTATOES R . _—
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Above is a dinner card from March 1938 for the annual Sp€aaktabulary dinner at the Lakers
Hotel, Redhill. In attendance was the Mayor of Reigate, Alderman H.J. Hamble@Gaptain H, J.
Sutton representing the Borough Special Police. Present f&etipalar Police were Inspector H.B.
Stacy and Chief Constabl. Beacher. Also present was Inspector J.F.E. G6ad.

[ ]| | ERE

-

1938 anti gas course included three Chief Constables of Reigate, Guildford and County taken
at Woodbridge Road Police Station in Guildford

1938May 6: Surrey Mirror : Police art Physicaltraining 7 The physical training squads of Reigate
Borough Police have completed their annual fortnightly training under the Chief Constable and
Divisional Inspectors at the grounds of the Reigate County School where they have been mustering
before breakfst eachmorning. Thec o mpet i ti on f or the AFeli x0o an:
at Whitsun.

1938June 24:Surrey Mirror : Police Cricketl n a fADeacono Cup match at
Reigate Borough Police defeated Windsor Borough Police the doeires Windsor67 (PC Dean
5-36, PC Nicholls 518), Reigate 83 declared (PC Dean 60 not out and PC Capelin 19 not out).

1938 June 30: Western Morning News Tug-of-War: Dorset Annual Police SporisPolice 13
stone competition open to all Police foreeghe United Kingdom was won by Reigate Police who
beat Dorchester Police.

1938July 8: Surrey Mirror : Police Success Competing in the 104 storeg-of -war at the Dorset
Police Sports at Dorchester last week, the Reigate Borough Police won the cugieaiyngd
Aldershot, Poole, Monmouth and in the final Dorset.

267 Card courtesy Daveiyar a retired police officer
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1838July 1: Surrey Mirror : Reigatel A coveted Trophy By beating Monmouthshire at Luton on
Saturday, Reigate Borough Police won a much coveetgef-war trophy previously held by the
defeated finalists. The competition was for police teams of 104 stone.

1938July 14: West SussexGazette East Sussex Police Spareigate Police lost the cup for the
tug-of-waropen to ABO Division Metropolitan Police

1938July 28: West Sussex GazettéNest Sussex Police Sports at Worthihg the opertug-of-
war event open to all Police ForcesGreat Britain, the holders Reigate Borough Police were out in
the first round to the Aldershot Division of Hampshire Police.

1938July 28: West Sussex GazetteBrighton Police SportsOpentug-of -war. Reigate Borough

Police beat Brighton Police by twailfs to nil and in the final met the London, Midland and Scottish
Rail way Service Police who they beat two pull
individual prizes. Their coach being Mr W H Beacher, the Chief Constable.

1938 August 5: Surrey Mirror : Oxted Bank Holiday SportsUnfortunately, Reigate Borough
Police, who won the opetmig-of -war last year arrived a man short and were unable to compete.
However,in the tugof -war local catchweight competition for the challenge cup ReigateePmat
Roosters in the final.

1938 August 5: South Wales Gazette Monmouthshire Police SportOpentug-of war final
Monmouthshire Police beat Reigate Borough Police-2

1938August 5: Hendon and Finchley Times Finchley Football Club Fetélhe area inrbnt of the
stand was devoted to the sports, tigeof -war competition being entered by 11 clubs including 10
police teamsln a thrilling semifinal Reigate Police beat the powerful Chelsea Police team and went
on to beat the London Brick Co in the firtus winning the Finchley Football Club Challenge cup
for the first time.

1938August 12:Surrey Mirror : Police at tugof-war - The Borough Police tugf-war team report

an exceptionally successful season. In thirteen competitions they were six times the winners and five
times runners up. At Finchley recently they won a competition in which seventeen teams patrticipated
beatBmngDiivi si on Metropolitan Police (runners
final. Members of the team and the Chief Constable, their coach, are still looking forward to the
championship of the police service for which they have, for some biess aiming.

1938August 26:Surrey Mirror : Cricket: The Police at Play Regular Police v Special Constables

i The Special Constables snatched a narrow victory from the Reigate Borough Police on Wednesday
afternoon at St Davi cd frst RReck anc largely du€ bbehe BaBipgeott | a |
Messrs H F Dean and L W West who contributed 52 and 80 respectively put 201 runs on the board
before the police succeeded in bringing about their dismissal. The Police atalit@hd chances of

a victoryseemed good when they passed the 100 mark with only one wicket idowaver,such
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was not to be and they were all out for 188,
and Sgt Beedell (30).

1938August 30: Mid Sussex Times HurstpierpointCarnival Tug -of -war tournament Six teams

took part in the first round Reigate Borough police b&aB3at t al i on of the Roya
by two straight pulls. Cranleigh British Legion had a terrific struggle with Reigate Borough Police in
the semifinal but managed to come through two pulls to nil.

1938September 2:Surrey Mirror : Police Golfers SuccessPC Atkinson of the Reigate Borough
Force is to be congratulated on winning the Solktstern Police Golfing Championship at Brighton.
There wereover 100 competitors. PC Atkinson received a silver cup presented by the Mayor of
Brighton.

1938: Crimes in the Borough 193 here was a detective sergeant and three detective constables
supported by a junior civil isteamgreat deal ofkdetail dnhtlee c h |
reported crime, most of it considered as routine for any town of the size of Ré&igate.

1938 Annual report: Mr Beachert o mme nt e d : AThe national crisis
police in many important and grave public duties. We trust we shall never again be faced with such
a graveé®issue. o

1939: Crimes414 with 198 detected 47.82%, £2281 stolen and £990 recovEnednumber of

crimes increased over 1938 by 84 (330) a 25% increase. In 1938 47% were detected and in 1939 with
more crime, 58%. The crimes included a car stolen and recovered in Oxford when a man was arrested;
an arrest for housebreaking where the aedugceived three years at Borstal. There were several
more cases of housebreaking due mainly to two local men who when taken before the court received
sentences of 4 years and the other 21 months hard labour. Two meat porters evacuated to the mea
marketWray Park Garages, were convicted of larceny from shops attimgt They stole 74lbs of

pork and sold it. A great deal of the reported crime that was detected was committed by jd{eniles.

1939: The strength of the forcevhich costt18369 10s 3goinginto the War was a chief constable,

2 inspectors, 11 sergeants, and 47 constables; First Police Reserve seven, of whom six were retired
Reigate Borough officers and one from East Sussex. There was a War Reserve of nine, one a special
constable. The autheed establishment became a chief constable, chief inspector, two inspectors, 11
sergeants and 45 constables. However, ordered to the Colours were Constables Williams, Crowhurst,
Barker, Sweeney and Noon with Keen and Harris given permission by the Chihlle to enlist.

2681938 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/4
2691938 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/4
2701939Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/4
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The Special Constabulary had a chief, 1 chief inspector, 5 inspectors, 21 sergeants and 125 constables
271

1939: Ambulance calls373 of which 228 were to accident$?

Commendation PC Capelin

2711939Annual Rport by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/4
2721939Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/4
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Chief Constable watches the® Battalion: The Queens Royal (West Surrey) Regiment march
through Reigate’’3

Special Constable 186 William Flower Symonds

William Flower Symonds: With the outbreak of the Second World War, Symonds was approaching

50 years of age and was told that he waso@ old to reenlist in the Army on active service. Instead,
Symonds joined the Reigate Borough Constabulary as a Special Constable, and served in that capacity
throughout the war-ormerly in the army a Lieutenant in the Dorset Regimenhe was in tb
Mesopotamia theatre of war during World War Onkle was a member of the Reigate Special
Constabulary during World War Two and lived in Reigate for many y#&4rs.

273 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart
274 Photos courtesy Richard Symond and taken from AllenrMedd s borough history site
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William Flower Symonds, collar number SC186, pictured in 1944

During World War Two police officerswearing helmets alongside the Redhill station's heavily
sandbagged entrance. The car was equipped with a loudspeaker and was used to tour the area issuin
information This includedhewarning of impending air raids when the siren on theoGooof froze

in winter. (Picture Alan Moore)

275 http://www.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/bridger.htm
276 http://www.redhillreigatehistory.co.uk/bridger.htm
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1939June 3: Reading Mercury : Berkshire Police Spor$ug-of -war (open) first round Reigate
Borough Police beat Luton Borough Police by two pulls to nil and in the-feemhiMetropolitan
Police (the eventual winners) beat Reigat® 2

1939June 17:Surrey Advertiser: Surrey County Amateur Athletics Association megtt \Waltor
In the semifinal of thetug-of-war championship for the Innes challenge cup West Park Sports Club
beat Reigate Borough Police two pulls to nil.

1939June 24:Surrey Advertiser: Police at PlayGuildford Borough Police beat Reigate Borough
Police in a pleasant game aficket at Merstham by nine runs, after declaring at 115 for five wickets.
For Guildford A J Whyman took five wickets for 30 and J Pearce five for 42 runs.

1939June 30:Surrey Mirror : Reigate- His many friends and the local ol fraternity will no

doubt join in offering congratulations to P C Atkinson of the Reigate Borough Police Force who at
Southport last week was runner up in @af Championship of the Police Athletic Associationan

event open to entrants from all tRelice Forces in the Kingdom. With their congratulations will go
wishes that next year he may go one better and bag the championship.

1939July 6: West Sussex GazetteaCompetitors from all over Britain took part in the National Police
Athletic Championsihu meeting at Preston Park Brighton. Intig-of -war catchweight competition
RoyalUlster Constabulary (the holders) beat Reigate in the fudalThe Royal Ulster Constabulary
also defeated them in the first round of the 104 stone competition. TheCZinstable of Reigate
Borough Police, Mr W H Beacher was chief steward at this meeting.

1939July 8 Bexhill-on -SeaObserver. East Sussex Police Sportdawes.In thetug-of -war cup

(Given by Messrs James Wal ker of East Grinste

Police by two pulls to nil.
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1939 July 20: West Sussex GazetteWest Sussex Constabulary Sports at Horshdime
Metropolitan Police retained their hold dmetopentug-of -war but were given a hard fight in the
final by Reigate Police, ably coached by their Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher, formerly
Superintendent of Police of the Horsham Division.

1939July 21: Herford Mercury and Reformer : 215t July- Hertfordshire Police Annual Spots and
Athletics Meeting at Hertford. In the final of thig-of-war, open competition
Metropolitan Police beat Reigate Borough Police.

1939August 11:South Wales GazetteAt the Monmouthshire Constabulary Annual Sports Reigate
Borough Police were beaten in the final of the opemof-war competition by Monmouthshire
Police by two straight pulls. Taunton and Swindon Police had to withdraw from the competition
because H.M.rispector of Police was carrying out an inspection in their divisions meaning that only,
Monmouthshire, Reigate and Ebbw Vale Warblers took part.

1939August 11: Hendon and Finchley Times Finchley Football Club FeteReigate Police who
won the Finchley F.CChallenge cup fotug-of -war cup last year were unable to send a team this
time owing to A.R.P. and other duties claiming priority.

19390ctober 6: Surrey Mirror : Football - Army defeat Police at the Sports GrouAdmy 8 Police

0. A match played betwaean Army team and Reigate Police resulted in an overwhelming victory
for the Army eleven. The game was played in the best of spirit and with no lack of energy. Though
on the whole little skill was evident. Some of the Army players, especially the forwardseally
versatile with the result the Police were outplayed, having only one scoring opportarmgnalty

kick which they failed to convert.

1940 May Secretary for War, Anthony Eden, set up the Home Guard with radio broadcasts to the
nation at 6pm and 9pm, although at this early stage it was known as the Local Volunteer Force (LDV),
an unpaid body that was be a uniformed part of the Armed Forcesha country. All a man had to

do to join, as long as he was aged between 17 and 65, was to volunteer at his local policalktation.
Head Constables had been forewarned by telegram on the morning of the broadcast. The Government
hoped for half a million ran to answer the call but by the endJahe had almost three times that

figure nationally. Eight hundred registered in Redhill and Reigate within the first tf@ntyrours

and fifteen hundred within fortgight hours?’".

Diary of Rev WAR Ball vicar of St Johng’®
1940 August 18 bomb Shaws Corner

1940 21 September bombs dropped Cronks Hill no casualties

277 http://www.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/homeguard.htm
278 http://www.stjohnsredhill.org.uk/pdfs/wardiary1940.pdf
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1940 5 September aerial torpedo Hawthorns groiirst$hool damaged and closed the next
day

1940 27 September bombs dropped in Clarence Walk and HarBwad Meadvale no loss
of life, but houses damaged and demolished

1940 6 October 1940 machine gunning overhead and bombingme bomb dropped on
Ridgeway Road and bombs in Garlands Road where houses were wrecked

1940 8 October bombs dropped 2030 Uppedge Road, Hooley Lane, Victoria Road and
Brook Streei a few minor casualties but houses wrecked

1940 17/18 October bombs dropped on Meadvateendiary bombs in Meadvale Gardens

and High explosive in the gardens of Rose Mount causing damage toube A further

bomb landed in the garden of Sand Dene. A time bomb was dropped near High Trees Road
wrecking the garden. People were evacuated.

1940 20 October bombs dropped on Meadvale in a garden

1940 22 October two bombs dropped on Emlyn Road at 02@@car houses razed to the
ground and two others uninhabitablé killed and 47 injured

1940 August:S h a wo s IStmr2ndeSunday in August, appimately lpmabomb fell outside

The Foresters Pub (now called The Hatch) possibly killing four men. A second bomlisteNary's
Cemetery. Holmesdale Ro&@wttages which backed onto the Railway Line near Reigate Station were
demolished during a night raid as was iNolmes, the vet's house Warren RoadSt. Albans Road
cul-desac A time bomb was dug up by the Royal Engine®¥gst Streenear the junction with
London Road a time bomb was removed by the Royal Engirféers.

St. Albans Roadul de sac a time bomb as dug up by the Royal Engineéfs.

1940 August 15:125 bombs fell on the Borough Bleigatecausing injury to three cyclists thrown

from their machines by the blast. A German Dornier was shot down, the crew bailing out and the
British aircraft undertaking a victory roll. The bombing left 18 craters and many houses damaged
including Salford schd®*

1940 August 30:Shortly before noon a British aircraft collided with a Heinkel oRefgate, the

RAF pilot landing by parachute iDorking breaking a leg the plane landing at Lodge F&®oyth
Holmwood and exploded. The Heinkel with a crew of fiveipimeted to the earth at Swires Farm,
Capel three were killed one badly wounded and the fifth captured. The captured aircrew was detained

279 http://www.reigatehistory.co.uk/bombs.htm
280 http://www.reigatehistory.co.uk/bombs.htm
281 Surrey at War 19391945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated
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by the Teasdale brothers, local grocers, and handed to PC Cooper who was hurrying from his home
to the scene of the ash?®?

1940 September 4A British plane crashed &ansteadand the pilot a Canadian was kilté¥

1940 October:A loan raider bombe@harlwood the Bakersat approximately 11.30am in October
1940 0r41C1 i f t o ra®anb felimtiee grounds of Fairhall a (large house).

1940 October: Dorothy Fraser wrote on 25 September 208% In October 1940, | lived with my

mother and one evacuee in a flat in a rather large house in Redhill, and as my sister's husband was
away inthe army, she came to stay with her daughter. One night my mother was doing her voluntary
work at the servicesanteenand we were in the house, when the dreaded sound of the siren went

we called it Big Bertha. An AckAclgun that was run on the railway lines (I believe between Salford

and Horley) went intaction wherwe heard this bomb whistling through the air and land just outside

the house. | had gone downstairs to get the cat in and was blown down a few stepseNnadhigne
evacuee who shared a bedroom, managed to jump out of bed just as a large wardrobe fell across their
beds Fortunatelyno one was hurt, but we had to leave the house straight away, nestermo\We

spent that night in a neighbour's house, aifiter that a very grand lady and her daughter took us in,

until we found another flat. The bomb weighted over 500l for those days and it went down

50ft and 22ft across.

1941 0ctober 3: Surrey Mirror : Football - Police and A.F.S. Reigate BoroughliPe (Regulars
and Specials) played their first match of the season on Redhill Sports Ground against a team of local
A.F.S. men who won by 3 goals to 2.

1940 October 27A 1000Ib bomb fell on 16 Emlyn RoaBarlswood, Reigatedemolishing 5 houses
and damging 110. Six people were killed and 24 had to be regéued

1940 October 30:A Beaughfighter based &edhill crashed near Balcombe Place and the crew of
two killed.28¢

19410ctober 31 Surrey Mirror : Golf-Bor ough Pol i ce SecThe Bagats Au s
Borough Police Golf Section made debut on Thursday of last week when it played Tunbridge
Wells Police on the Nevill Course, Tunbridge Wells. Four {ioall foursomes were played in the
morning awl afternoon and the net result was a win for Reigate by one match.

282 Surrey at War 19391945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated

283 Surrey at War 19391945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated

284 http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/56/a1304056.shtml
285Surrey at War 19391945 Bob Ogty Froglets Publications undated

286 Surrey at War 19391945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated
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1940 November:Reigate Hill- Barncote Hotel was hit by 1,000 Ib bomb in November 1940 a bird
sanctuary on Colley Hill was hit the same night.

1940 November 7A succession of raids dReigate. On the ™ a 1000lb bomb exploded at the rear
of Barncote a small hotel on Reigate Hill. Later the same evening a bomb fell inside the bird sanctuary
on Colleyhill 287

1940 November 80230 a bomb made a direct hit on a house, Culvers, St Albans Reigdje.
Two of the three occupants were trapped but were not seriousKfhurt.

1941:Merstham Easter, Wells Nursery and South Merstham Chuveére destroyed during a night
raid. Reigate Hilla bomb fell in allotments on the west side of Reigate Hill above Brokes Road during
a night raid.Evesham Roada small bomb fell on the junction between Evesham Road and West
Street during a night raid. A large number of incendiary bombs fell i@diey Lanearea between

the A25 and North Downs during the Blitz. An unexploded AA shell fell inNfagket Square
(outside OId Town Hall) killing Doug Jordan who was waiting for a bus by La Trobes shop during
the evening.

Reports of Air Raid Incidents - Reigate Borough 19411942 Reigate Borough
Police?®

These reports handed to the author from a private collection in March 2012 are contained at the back
of a bound volume headed fAHome Security Oper
reportsofarat acks on t he UK. The documents are mar
Air Raid Precautions Controllers and Chief Constables with the compliments of the Chief of the
Operations Staff.

The reports mar ked @ Secr e tpareddy thetReigate Baoudgh Paide t h
and start with AAir Raid 550 dated 13 January
Each reportis in a format which includes times of the air raid warnings, an account of the raid, damage
to property inaliding a very detailed sketch, road closures, casualties, incendiary bombs with damage
caused and any speci al features of the raid i
Home Office Circular F700/359/46 12.12.40 and situation report 218ckdd is a report listing
damage to property fAconsequent wupon air attac
Reigate.

The reports and detailed sketches were written up in about 48 hours of the event and it is quite
remarkable the level of dat obtained and collated in such a short time.

287 Surrey at War 19391945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated
28 Surrey at War 19391945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated
289 The volume was handeo the author in March 2012 by lan Ewens
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At 2003 on Saturday 11 January 1941 26 HE bombs of small calibveere dropped in a line across
Earlswood Common commencing at a point on the railway embanknh@midon to Brighton rain

line i opposite the Corporation Disposal Works and ending at a point about 25sgatte/esof

the Surrey County Hospital. Six of these are UXBs one of which fell in the main London to Brighton
Road.

Water and gas mains damaged, slight damagenderce of Corporation Disposal Works

The main Brighton Road (A23) was damaged by HEs and there is one UXB. Traffic diversion was
necessary at Salfords School Road junction for north bound traffic, but road stopped and barriers
erected at junction of Irregion Road with main Brighton Road. At the northern end of the closed
section traffic is diverted via Church Road (St Johns) and Pendleton Road. Road barriers are erected
at this intersection.

There were no casualties.
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2033: A large number of IB€%! probaly 200were dropped on Upper Gatton, Reigate over a large
area stretching from south of Tower Cottage, a portion of Chalmers Lane, over CroBamaye
theboroughboundary at Chipstead.

291 Incendiary bombs
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Damage was caused to a rearing house and hen coops at Henskaw e Gatton. An IB went
through Old Laundry, Upper Gatton, roof, rafters, ceiling and furniture burnt. Potting shed also
damaged.

Speedy action by the Fire Brigade and all voluntary personnel as well as military units were the means
of extinguishing & fires caused by IBs and this incident was closed within half an hour of the first
report. No casualties were caused by the IBs.

Objects dropped from the air: Apparatus as described in the Home Office letter has been found in this
Borough but without bmbs or cable attached. Three complete unitshave been deposited at Reigate
and Redhill Police Stations. At the time of this report Admiralty representative has attended at Police
HQ and examined the apparatus.

W. H. BeacherChief Constable and ARPOfficer, Reigate Borough
1941 19 January: Air Raid No 56 Sundai??

Air Raid Message Yellow Received 1904

Air Raid Message Purple Received 1910

Air Raid Message Red Received 1923

Bombs fell at 1928

Air Raid Message White Received 00201p0

Two HE?® bombs of heavy calibref el | a few minutes after the
second time on the evening of Sunday 19 January 1941. Both exploded in a field at Hartswood Manor
some 300/250 yards northeast of the manor. It is though that these wersliropped by a solitary

raider which was being harassed by night fighters as machine gun fire was heard; craters 40ft x 8 ft
deep. No damage and no casualties.

The central siren at Redhill failed to operate owing to weather conditions. Police car atatyedi
took up position and sounded car siren as substitute. Adjustments were madartrattievarning
sren,and it was again in operation Mo sound ARai

292 Reports of Air Raid IncidentsReigate Borough 1941942 Reigate Borough Police
293 High explosive
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W. H. BeacherChief Constable and ARP Officer, ReigatdBorough

1941 3 February: Air Raid No 57 Monday®*
Air Raid Message Yellow Received 1123
Bombs fell at 1125
Air Raid Message White Received 1242

No air raid warning Red was received before the raid consequently sirens not sounded. Many people
hear the plaa and thought it was one of ours, only those in receipt of air raid message Yellow were
aware that enemy aircraft were in the vicinity

At 1125 on Monday 3 February 1941a solitary plane was heard to pass over Reigate from North
east to the South West awdot HEs were dropped

In field NW of Fairhall Housé 250 kilo no casualties

Colley Lane 100 yards south of Railway Bridge. Gas main fractured and slight damage to electrical
substation. Damage to property occupied by military.

2% Reports of Air Raid IncidentsReigate Borough 1941942 Reigate Borough Police
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One fatal casualtyJohn M Rofe aged 11, evacuated St Dunstan school boy temporary address 9, The
Clears, Reigate
Four injured:
Miss Vera Keener 36 years Park House Cottage, Park Lane east, Reigate cuts to the knee
Stanley A Purkess 41 years 36 Heston Road, Heston Middiasern the head
Pioneer John Turner 28 years at Pioneer Corps, manor House, Reigate badly cut head
Pioneer Cecil Field same address 30 years slight cuts on head.

There was damage to property, window frames, and doors etc but not structural from hitdirect
Black Horse Lané Fairhall, fairhall Garage, The Cottage, Pine End, Cliftons Lane, Colley Corner,
Vinery, Colley Manor Coppice Lane, Manor House

W. H. BeacherChief Constable and ARP Officer, Reigate Borough
1941 February4 Air Raid No 58 Redhill/Merstham?®°

Air Raid Message Purple Received 0421

Bombs fell at 0430

Air Raid Message White Received 0449

No air raid warning Red was received before the raid consequently sirens not sounded.

2% Reports of Air Raid IncidentsReigate Borough 1941942 Reigate BorougPolice
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At about 0430 incendiary bombs fell in the Borough:
1 & the rear of Cashell, London Road, Redhill
1 at Gatton Point Cottage, Redhill
1 at The Copse, Mark Edge, Merstham

With the possibility of further IBs having fallen at Merstham; all wexenguishedand no damage
caused

A total of one house had to beasuated, 22 slightly damaged and 27 with broken windows only.
Four other buildings damaged

W. H. BeacherChief Constable and ARP Officer, Reigate Borough
There is NO number 59 incident (reported at the top of report 6GF°

1941 March: A parachute bomb destroyed All Saints' Church in Merstham in March 1941. 10 people
living between Battlebridge Lane and Nutfield Road were killed and over 12 were idfired.

1941 16 April: Air Raid No 602%
Air Raid Message Yellow Received 1257
Air Raid Message Purple Received 2100
Air Raid Message Red Received 2106
Bombs fell at 2202
Air Raid Message White Received 0459

At 2202 on the 16 April 1941after having dropped a line of flares close to the north of Merstham
boundary of Reigate BoroughHE bombs of 500lbscalibre were dropped and exploded

At Wells Nursery at a point 100 yards west of
5/8 milesouthwesbf Merstham railway station

At a point 150 yards due west of No 1 bomb (also imtirsery)

Casualtiesi injured:

2% Reports of Air Raid IncidentsReigate Borough 1941942 Reigate Borough Police
297 http://www.reigatehistory.co.uk/bombs.htm
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Mr Steadman shock, The Cottage, Wells Nursery, Merstham

Mrs Steadman slight cut on hand and shoskme address

Mr Waghorne, 2 cuts on head and shock, Old Merstham Station House, Battlebridge Lane
Miss Ruby Waghorne, cut dread and shocksame address as 3

Miss Constance Hutchingsshrapnel in leg, 50 Nutfield Road, Mersthardetained in E S

Hospital
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Severe damageThe Cottage, Wells Nursery, Merstham; Old Merstham Station House, Battlebridge
Lane, Merstham

Badly damageal: The Police Houses (2) London Road, South Merstham

Slightly damaged: Battlebridge Lane Hollybank, Mazoe, Shrewsbury House, Shellwood,
Springbank, Battlebridge House, and Hazleton

Devon Road:Coombe Lawn, Denray, Elmdendarwell, and St Cyr
South Garden Close:Comberton

London Road South:Oak Tree Cottage, Ardene, Waveney;dphers (sic), Athalmere, Laleham
and Maytrees

The Crossways:Oakwood, Lynton, Royston, Burwood, Bankside, Woodford House, Kingston,
Holmlyn, Raynond, Willowbank, Rockwood, Sunneybank, Galloway, Genister, Brentfield,
Langham, Dorern, East View, Maisonette, Wander, Bagshot, Marylee, Kia Ora, Mowbray, The
Corner, Birkenhead, Harcourt, Waverl ey, Mr Sa

Nutfield Road: ShopsF Lilley, J Mitchell, The Bob Bon, JE Jones, Warr and Sons, Mildred House
(2), H Chopping, Mainwood, Houses Rutland, Kerry, Ingleside numbers 53, 51,49,47,45.

Other houses in South MersthamGl ass damage only including PoO
house, 18 Manor Road.
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High Street Merstham:Shops: Uridges, Under woods, Bar wel |
Damage to Police House@n detail):

PC Erwinbs house, -lilesrfflroof baBka@doff, indide doortoffp@buards
in kitchenette raised, ceiling down in scullery and windows broken

PC Godsmarkdés house London Road, Mer st ham (ne
windows broken

SergeanSt onemanos h o u s-windbvss brokereandosome Riteraalldamagerafraor
nature.

Damage to Wells Nursery and ARP Wardends Post

Four acres of glass greenhouses and garden lights destroyed. The offices which included the ARP
Wardendés Post were badly damaged and the car
(almost)a direct hit. Or other car slightly damaged.

Evacuation: All dis-housed persons accommodated at other houses nearby including police officers.
Special Note:Police and wardens message scheme brought into operation

Total damage: Two houses to be dent@d, three seriously damaged but can be repaired, 103
slightly damaged, 112 with broken windows only. Three business premises one seriously damaged
and two with windows broken, and four public buildings with windows broken

W. H. BeacherChief Constable and ARP Officer, Reigate Borough
1941 Saturday 19 April: Air Raid No 61 2%°

Air Raid Message Yellow Received 2109

Air Raid Message Purple Received 2111

Air Raid Message Red Received 2145

Bombs fell at 2218

Air Raid Message White Received 0445

1941 April 19: Reigate worst night of the War when two parachute or land mines, were dropped at
Merstham, one on Wells Nursery that failed to explode and the next morning was rendered harmless
by the Admiralty Mine Squad. The second buried itself someet2dehe west of Battlebridge Lane

299 Reports of Air Raid IncidentsReigate Borough 1941942 Reigate Borough Police
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and Nutfield Road exploding with such a devastating effect that ten people were killed and more than
a dozen injured with 300 buildings destroyéd.

At 2218 two parachute minesf the largest type were dropped on Merstham one of which failed to
explode

Fell on waste ground 15 yards from the junction of Battlebridge Lane/Nutfield Road/ Southcote Road.
On descent the mine was ripped from the parachute which became entangldntandhes of a tree

thus when the mine made contact with the earth it penetrated some 12 feet before exploding, Crater
15 feet by 12 feet deep. Water main burst in crater.

Also fell in open ground at Wells Nursery approximately ¥ of a mile from No 1 aadlirect line
I west/NW. Between the two parachute mines was the London to Brighton main line railway. This
mine failed to explode; 3 feet 9 inches of the mine was buried in soft tha@lparachute was intact.

*’"/ G o
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Number 1 parachute minewas seen to desoe by a War Reserve Police Officer who observed the
parachute entangle itself in the branches of a tree. The effect of the explosion was to cause
considerable damage to house property over a large area but no property was actually demolished.

Five of the sven people who lost their lives were waiting at a bus stop for a bus due at 2200. All five
were found near the crater. A sixth person was killed driving a car which came to rest about 8 feet
from the edge of the crater although the car was not comptidstyoyed.

300 Surrey at War 19391945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated
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Deceased:
Corke William H, 46, Brook Road, S Merstham
Findlay Tony 104 Nutfield Road, S Merstham
Shepherd Wm. S Culverlands, Devon Road, S Merstham
Trussler Hannah 4 The Pavement, S Merstham
Baker Sarah All Saints Vicarage, S Merstham
Trussle Brian 4 The Pavement, S Merstham
Haigh Lance Corporal C. Royal Corps of Signals
Supplementary Report dated 24 April 1941:
Kemp Albert Horace CQMS aged 43 Brigade AA HQ Signals at home on leave
Kemp Mrs CecilliaFlorence age 42 4, The Pavement, S Merstham
Kemp Billy Arthur Stevens age 10 The Pavement, S Merstham

Supplementary Report dated 24 April: The Kemp family was believed to have perished in the
incident from the articles of clothing found in the vicinitytioé mine crater. It is understood that the
family were in the habit of going to the public air raid shelter at Battlebridge, Merstham but usually
went when the raid appeared to be noisy and not before the siren went. They accompanied the Trussler
family on previous occasions and it is now thought that the Trusslers and Kemps were together going
to the shelter when the parachute mine exploded.
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The deceased Tony HNMessedgerang itisvaasumed thadlaerwdseon ldssvay to
t he War dterespdrsfor Buby svhen he met his death.

Treated at East Surrey Hospital:
Trussler Fight Sergeandd The Pavement, S Merstham
Baker Henry GranfThe Vicarage, S Merstham
Baker ElizabethThe Vicarage, S Merstham
Bentley Rose 73 NutfielRoad, SMerstham
Elliott Emilie The Vicarage, S Merstham
Hart William 4 Manor Road, S Merstham
Worsfold Mary Ann, Sheila Battlebridge Lane, S Merstham
Treated at First Aid Post:
Bentley Percy Henry 72 Nutfield Road, S Merstham
Booker Alfred, 5 Manor Road, S Melnsim
Brocklebank Audrey, Ivor House, S Merstham
Dench Donald Cecil, The Rest, Brook Road, S Merstham
Gumbrell Special Constable, 127 Albert Road, S Merstham
Martin Douglas, 5 Manor Road, S Merstham
Martin John, 5 Manor Road, S Merstham
Martin Donald, 38 Brok Road, S Merstham
Pocock Ruth, Ivor House, S Merstham
Shrubb Irene 75 Nutfield Road, S Merstham
Southwood Arthur Leonard, Lynwood Blaclborough Road, Reigate
Willoughby Albert William 205, Albury Road, S Merstham
There were several others not named
War Reserve Dury Reigate Borough Police is worthy of mention for the number of casualties

(minor) he cared for rendering First Aid.
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Police Casualties:No police officer sustained injury with the exception of Special Constable
Gumbrell (shown above) who sufferadcut over the eye, but after attention was able to continue
duty.

Damage to property:

Serious damageproperties in Nutfield Road, Southcote Road, Battlebridge Lane, The Crossways,
Deon Road, Deans Road.

Supplementary Report dated 24 April: All Saints Church is not repairable until after the war. One
house is now reported as completely demolished, four houses beyond repair and to be demolished.
Three hundred including twenty shop premises seriously danbagedn be repaired during the war.

Slight damage:Properties in Endsleigh Roaéllbert Road, Albury Road, Manor Road, Bletchingly
Road, Brook Road, School Hill, High Street, Milton Road, Orpen Road, Ford Bridge and Bourne
Road.

Police Property: There waslamage to the houses of four polafécers,but no house was seriously
damagedand all should be repairable within a few days.

Dis-housed Person:At the time of the report the work of evacuation is still in operation. The
approximate figure igiven of 250 persons; 40 persons were evacuated in connection with the
unexploded mine but are all now returned to their homes.

The Unexploded Parachute Mine:The parachute mine which failed to explode was discovered at
0600 on the 20. Evacuation was caed out in accordance with the Home Office Circular 700359/51.
Traffic on the main A23 was diverted in the south via the B2035, The A25 also diverted in two ways
according to the local and main road requirements.

A circular was issued on traffic diversistops and alternate routes.

Railway Company was informed that all traffic on main London/Brighton line should be suspended
but although loop line was stopped traffic continued on main line which was within the specified area.

HM Admiralty Mine Squad repted at 100 hours and by 1150 hours had rendered the unexploded
mine harmless; all traffic was resumed to normal, road diversions withdrawn and temporary
evacuated persons allowed to return home.

Military Aid was rendered throughout by a Canadian Unit éndistrict. Fifteen minutes after the
explosion an officer of the unit volunteered his services with 15 men. This squad under the leadership
of Mr Wickens Foreman Builder of Albert Road, Merstham rendered invaluable service in search and
rescue work.

Feaure of the raid: During the time of the raid several complaints were received that railway engines
were passing witfireboxesnot properly screened. A train had passed through just two minutes before
the parachute mines fell; this also occurred in tiewipus raid (Wednesday % énstant) when HE
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bombs fell immediately after a train passed. It will be noted that two parachute mines fell on ground
either side of the line which to some extent substantiates the theotiidhattack was directed on
the ralway.

Special mentionis made of theervicesof the Merstham Wardens who visited houses in the vicinity

of the incident especially the property which had been seriously damaged and ascertained the position
rendering First Aid where necessary to severalomcasualties. It can be recorded that the wardens
acted in a most reliable manner and were the means of restoring calm and rendering immediate help
on a wide scale. They were indeed an example of a large voluntary body working as an efficient
machine anall this under the most difficult conditions.

The Fire Brigade were in attendance and although no fires weralctineserendered great assistance
to the Incident officer in the search of property etc.

The Stretcher Party under Mr Hatto carried out tbetres with efficiency under arduous conditions

Rescue Party Squads were also faced with a difficult task which they overcame in their enthusiasm
for hard work.

Gas Co arrived early and under the leadership of Mr Reeves completed their repairs inmecord t

Water Co was also early on thgot,but their greatest task was on the following morning where they
repaired a main at the crater of parachute mine 1.

Special Note:On future occasions Services are reminded to park their vehicles without headlamps
alight only small side lights and tail lamps should be left switched on. Despite difficult working
conditions lamps should be kept masked by Search parties and the like.

At roadblocksServices going to the incident must take the route given by the offoekibd the

road or by the Warden should he be in charge ¢
took no notice of the warden on duty at the Frenches Riback and this caused congestion and
delay.

Account of the raid on Upper Gatton: At 2222 Saturday 19 April 1941 a large number, probably
300incendiary bombs fell in a line from Colley Hill, Reigate

At about the same time 2 HEs fell about 10 yards apart in a field at Crossways Farm, Upper Gatton,
Reigate, about 40 yards south of Blackhdraee and about 500 yards from Crosswiagem (in a
westerly direction) with no damage, no casualties no cattle injured.

There were 5 direct hits by IBs on dwelling houses and fires broke out which were quickly
extinguished by the Fire Brigade, soldiers aesldents. Some of the IBs that fell in the district were
of the explosive type.
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Property damaged:

Cliftonbdbs Lane: Cliftonbs Cottage a hole in t
floor; Colley Corner Cottage burnt landing; Colley Cartizlodged in roof.

Colley Manor Estate: High Rising burn hole in bedroom floor; Fair Ways through roof of garage,
damaged hood of car; UX IB at Normanton Garage.

Casualty: Private Calbury Hastingesf the Prince Albert Regiment after an IB burst in hismtia
sustaining a cut finger. First aid rendered on the spot

Anti-Aircraft Shells (Reigate and RedhillDuring the above raid reports were received that two
antaircraft shells had fallen one at Micklefield School, Somers Road, Reigate and the other at Grove
Road, Redhill

The AA shell was successfully removed from Micklefield School by police and brought to Reigate
Police Station. There was some damage to the roof where the shell entered.

The UX AA shell at Grove Road, Redhill pierced a gas maincaused a small fire which was
quickly extinguished. Gas Co attended immediately and repaired the main. No person injured.

Supplementary Report dated 24 April: Report on théJX (Unexploded)AA (antiaircraft) shell

Information to hand that a UX A8hell fell on the night 20 April at rear of rockdrp0 feet in fields
from fence, Gatton Hall, Gatton, Reigate. Hole diameter seven inches by 8 feet deep.

W. H. BeacherChief Constable and ARP Officer, Reigate Borough

In a separate sheet dated"28pril 1941 and signed by HG AsEhief Inspector are details of the
road diversions as a result of the parachute bomb

A further attachment signed by Mr DavieswiroClerk, Information Bureau, Town Hall, Reigate 20
April sets out a full casualty list includingrée unidentified bodies, females aged about 40 and 90
years and a boy of about 14. Their bodies were in the mortuary at 96, Cromwell Road, Redhill

The Borough Sur ve{ Aprilgad inrthe Sauth Merstham drda dists:14houses
requiring demolition; 18 seriously damaged but capable of repair; 50 houses to be evacuated; 386
slightly damaged; 37 with just broken windows. Four business premises were also damaged as were
3 public buildings and 4 other buildings.

2012 April from Chris Atkins i a retired police officer: | recall the two parachute mines in South
Merstham very well. The destruction over a wide an@as enormous, as was the crater, and the
church opposite went. The loss of life, in a village, was deeply Téke unexploded one inreearby
market garden (Wells) far from being sealed off, was visited by every schoolchild in the area and it
looked like a torpedo stuck in the ground.
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Merstham saw activity later in the war to& string of HE bombs went across theaaadfortunately

landed on fields and missed the houses in betwég¢nhe latter end of the war two VE2's dropped

in the parish, onbarmlessly in woods near the village church, the other a direct hit on a large house
resulting in deaths.

Brenda Howlett-Nye
Daughter ofinspectorHowlett Reigate Borough Police
Published on 31st May 2038 This is an edited version

| was born in 1933 in Reigate. My mum was a dressmaker and my father a police constable in the
Reigate Borough Police, al t hspSeajdndMy motheravasome pr o
of eight children and my father one of ten, so we were faamyly orientated

When World War Two broke out, my father was commissioned to form an auxiliary ambulance
service for Reigate and Redhill, known as Air Raid Preoas (ARP). He converted several cars,
including Bentleys, into ambulances. | recall withessing an enemy bomber attacked by our fighter
planes and seeing a plume of black smoke billowing out from the tail of the bomber as it spiralled out
of control.

During the Blitz, the sky in and around London was lit up by an ominous red glow. It was then that
my father decided that my mother, sister and | should evacuate to Scotland to stay with his relations.
My mother told me that Hitler liked Scottish people,Ishought we would be okay. The Flying
Scotsman took us up there and when it was time to come home, we went potato picking to earn our
fare. It was hard work in the cold and wet!

In 1943, doodlebugs began to plague the south of England. One flew lowanveshere scrambled
into the damp air raid s Belwasevacuatdd again with oyisistér,s S
to Bridgend, Wales. When we arrived, we all needecbmmodationso the children were sort of
auctioned off. It was like Redhill tée marketAll the boys were chosen first, as they could work on
farms, and we were almost the last. We were taken in by an elderly lady with a heart of gold, who
lived in an old mining cottage.

1941 September 12: Surrey Mirror South Park Waweapons Week from September 7th t§'13
included on Tuesday™® games tournamentat the Freshfield Hall between Reigate Borough Police
and the Constitutional Club. In the darts finaivBte A. MacLean beat PC Saunders and SC A.A.
Brand after a closglcontested match. At snooker the police were victorious through PC Gosmark
who scored 15 and PC Jenkins who secured the consolation prize with 13. At table tennis Mr L W

301 Finding Me (Common Sense and a Little Ingen&itgvails) by Brend&lowlett-Nye isavailable to buy throughfork
Publishing Servicesww.ypspublishing.co.uk
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Pool beat SC B D Humer. War savings certificates were presented for the darts osamppand
saving stamps for the snooker and table tennis.

1941 September 26: Surrey Mirror: WaterPolo at Caterharnii A very enjoyable watepolo match
was played at Caterham between Reigate Borough and Special Police and a Guards team resulting in
a win far the latter 61.

1941November 21:Surrey Mirror : Golf Reigate Borough Police Golfing Socielembers of the
Reigate Borough Police Regulars and Specialtook part in a stroke competition at Redhill and
Reigate Golf Club. A silver spoon was presented {8g&Waley and the winner was PC Atkinson
with a net score of 74. W R Luff, Woods andGnWickens each tied with a score of 77 nett for
second place.

1941 November 22:Surrey Advertiser: Golf: The Farnham Divisional Golf team which included
three professionals and was captained by PS Low of Bagshot defeated Reigate Borough Police by
seven matoees to three with two halved.

1941December 12Worthing Herald : Golf Police Match West Sussex Police shared four fourball
foursomes with Reigate Police in a match at the Hill Barn Club.

1942 January 30: Surrey Mirror: 100,994 Hours Work without Pay Specal Constables in the
Borough of Reigate put in 100,994 hours of du
on an eighthour day basis, those at Reigate doing 53,735 hours and at Redhill 47,259 hours. In
addition, the police bicycle messengetso have been under the charge of Chief Special Constable
Capt. CJ Sutton, have done 6541 hours of duty 2316 at Reigate and 4225 at Redhill. The strength of
the force isover 150 despite the fact that 14 members joined HM Forces and four were transferred
forfull-t i me duty with the Police War Reserve. Rei
11,607 mobile section, 3681 by moiryclists. At Redhill the foot section did 42,996 hours and
mobile 4, 293. T h e dutes araffoin gnduntii ¥1 inalt areasl andgagpelices 0
action posts two are on duty from 11p, until 6 am daily. All ranks assist in the night duty. Practically
all are equipped with complete uniform, tunic, trousers, Macintosh and cap and by the end of the
month overcoats

Throughout the Ablitzo period. The average n
Member gave evidence in 46 cases before the magistrates.

Motorcyclistsare on duty every evening as are messengers. These are lads dd@eavittd all
expected to turn out in the event of an air raid. They meet once a month for gymnasium and another
evening attend practical lectures and exercises, first aid, telephonic coratran, ARP and Fire
Services, map reading, stirrup pump, drill and fifth column activities.

1942March 6: Surrey Mirror : Reigate and Redhill Warship Week- The Borough Police An
active part in the Week has been played by the Reigate Borough Police among the events organised
by the Force being unday Concert, football match, boxingdisplay and whist driven all £500
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has been raised for the Warship WeEknd, in connection with which splendid result
acknowledgement ids made of theaueration of the Army and Metropolitan Police.

1942 May 22: Surrey Mirror : Reigate Borough Polic®rill Efficiency Awards Regulars of
Reigate Borough Police Force haveihelding their annual drill and physical training course during

the past fortnight under the direction of Inspector Stoneman. Two trophies were offered, one for the
best drilled division and the other for the best individual officer. The former was w&eigpate
Division and there was a tie for the second trophy, which will be held for six months each by PC F
Walker and D C J R Bowles. A special commendation in the individual class wentto PC S W Johnson.
The Borough Special Constabulary have now comnekttogir period of physical training under

the direction of Inspector Stoneman.

1942May 29: Surrey Mirror : Gratitude to Russia Week- Tug-of -war competition The Reigate
Borough Police emerged triumphant, beating Merstham British Legion by two straltghinpiine
final after having previously disposed of two Army tear8gynals and Service Corps.

1942 Junell: Supplement to the London Gazettengs Police Medalfor Distinguished Service
William Henry Beacher, Chief Constable of Reigate BoroRglice Force.

1942June 19:Surrey Mirror : Golf Result- Redhill and Reigate Artisans-8Borough Police

1942 September 11:Surrey Mirror : Golf - A very pleasant match was played at Tandridge Golf
Club between Reigate Bor ougompaayl (plesedahe Battdlidni n g
Commander)8" Surrey (Reigate) Battalion Home Guard and was won by the Police

1942September 25:Surrey Mirror : Redhill Gala, organized as apartofth@ anks for At
Campaign included a quite thrillingig-of-war betweenteams representing the Reigate Borough
Police and The Royall Air Forc&hey were astonishingly well matched and although the first two
tugs went in favour of thpolicementhey had to pull their hdest each time.

1942 0ctober 9: Surrey Mirror : Merstham The village club entertained members of the Reigate
Borough Police Force (Regulaisuxiliaries and Special Constables) in a sports contest. The club
won thesnooker contests and the cribbageThe simgles and pairs darts competitions resulted in a
draw and an eighta-side darts match resulted in a win for the Polige 2

1942 December 16Reigate Fock&Volfe machinegunned a train as it enter&kigate Station.
Bullets bounced off the roofs in Highir8et, West Street, Broadhurst Gardens and South Park. A bus
was fired on as it along the Hookwood Road from Horié.

1942 Decembed 6 Air Raid No 62 303

302gyrrey at War 19391945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated
303 Reports of Air Raid IncidentsReigate Borough 1941942 Reigate Borough Police
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Air Raid Message Red received 1359
Enemy action over Borough 1405
Air Raid Message Whiteeceived 1432

At 1405 on Wednesday 16 Decemb@®42 aerial cannon firwas heard over the Southern railway

line Guildford to Redhill, approximately 200 yards west of Reigate railway station. A train was
passing at the time. This plane was of the fightpe tgnd believed to be a Focker Wulf then turned
south and passed over Reigate town centre damaging a large number of houses on route with canon
fire. An LPTB omnibus travelling towards Reigate from Horley was fired upon when about half a
mile south of theown. No damage was caused to the bus or injury to passengers.

There were no casualties but 18 premises incl
Park School were damaged.

W. H. BeacherChief Constable and ARP Officer, Reigate Borough
1943 1718 January December Air Raid No 634

Air Raid Message Red received 2017 17 January 1943

Air Raid Message White received 2206

Air Raid Message Red received 0440 18 January 1943

Air Raid Message White received 0555

Within a few minutes the siren soundingnemy planes were heard passing over the Borough and
AA fire could be herd to the north and to the east.

Incident 1:

At 2045 an AA shell felland exploded in Church StreetRei gat e outsi de Mr He
caused a small crater in the roadway about 50 yards from the Market Square. Inspector Atkins took
over Incident Control, Incident Post, Old Town Hall.

Casualties: Deceased:
Jordan Douglas Harold 25 Crescent R&@Bark, Reigate
Injured and detained in hospital:

Beech Edmund, 43 Rookery way, Lower Kingswood

304 Reports of Air Raid IncidentsReigate Borough 1941942 Reigate Borough Police
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Jenkins Douglas Harry, 30 Sandcross Lane, Reigate

Skinner Patrick, Appledor Mogador Road, Lr Kingswood

Taylor MrsLilian Maud, 90 Earlsbrook Road, Redhill
Treated in hospital but not detained:

Felgate Edna, 8 Apley Road, S Park, Reigate

These casualties were caused at approximately 50 yards from the point of impact and were waiting
in and near a bus queue
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Damage although of a superficial nature was extensivenastly glass confined mostly to shops in
Church Street and High Street, Reigate

Incident No 2: AA shell exploded

At 2103 a report was received that east Fort Cott&mley Hill was on fire, Sergeant Brownlow

was the incident officer and ascertained that the shell had penetrated the roof and exploded inside the
cottage. No casualties. The occupant Mrs Florence Townshend evacuated herself EafRgck
Reigate Hill.

Incident No 3: AA Shell exploded

At 2215it was reported thdtaglands Farm Cottageshad been damaged by an AA shell. Extensive
damage was done to the chimney stack and several roofs. No casualties. No necessity to evacuate
occupants.
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Incident No 4 AA shells exploded ad unexploded

At 0847 on the 18 an AA shell was found to have exploded in the lawWaody Park, Alma Road,
Reigate. A further 2 AA shells (UX) were found in other parts of the grounds at this address. The
presence of UX shells has been reported to tepoR Centre. No casualties and no evacuation
necessary.

W. H. BeacherChief Constable and ARP Officer, Reigate Borough

1943 January 28: Chief Constable Beacheremained in the post until the Borough force was
mergedinto a new Surrey force during WW2 whére became Superintendent of the Reigate
Division. On this date Guildford Borough Police were also incorporéfed.

Jimmy Bridger PAMS 306

Jimmy Bridger Ted Ayres, local policeman, had two bombs in his place at Warren Road, Reigate,
one thaexploded and one that didn't. Ted was a police Inspector and when he retired became a runner
for a solicitor, Pringlel think. Ted Ayres was connected with the first smash and grab raid from a
car in the country; | think it was fro a n n jeweliers inStation Road, Redhill. Whether he gave
chase or was just involved in the investigation | can't remember.

| was a police messenger at the town hall, Reigate, during theywarhad to join something then

with Ted Ayres. Mr Solomons from Reigate Tailaras also a police messenger. They had a canteen
there and Ted would often get me and the other boys a jacket potato. | wasnHamt&uard,; |

was a messenger boy for the police. The uniforms badges say 'PAdi®e Auxiliary Messenger
Service. It vas run by Captain Sutton who lived in a house called 'Elmsfield’ in Clarendon Road,
Redhill. I used to be on the switchboard.

3055CC ArchiveCentre CT98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police
306 http://www.redhillreigatehistory.co.uk/bridger.htm
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Our action post for the police messengers was at the top of Reditbimea lodge about where
Chanctonbury Chase is. | was on duty with Walter Pendered whein i@id was on. Walter and |
walked out the back and were standing by Redstone Hellbare are houses in it nonand we saw

a doodlebug coming. It was night and we could hear it and see the red glow from its exhaust. We
wondered where it was going when suddenly it spun rewaneone said it hit a Barrage balloon
cable,but | don't know whdter it did or not. Down it went; it nearly knocked us off our feet up there,

it was a hell of a bang. The phone vgaéng,and | was told to report to the action post in Earlswood
Road. | jumped on my bike and sped down Redstone Hollow. | saw an airaraidnacoming along

and asked where the action post was. He said it was by the waxworks. | told him he was joking. |
didn't mind biking a littlewvay, but | wasn't going to London. | didn't know there was a warks in
Earlswood where they made wax for waus uses. Anyway, once | realised where the action post
was,| was one of the first messengers there.

As a messenger | went all over the place, to Redhill police station, Reigate police-dtadrenwere

very few phones in those days people just dithve them in their homes. Look at the Redhill ‘phone
numbers, mine at Latty's was 955, Linters was 950, John Roberts shop was 90, they were all under
two thousand, and the telephone area was quite large. | would get given messages and | would take
them wlerever was necessary. Several times | went to St. John's School; | never knew why | had to
go there.

Wal ter Pendered was in the police. Lots of e
(war reserves), TCs (temporary constables) and PCscdpminstables). | think Walter was a WR.

All were like extra policeman. Each had his own job to do, and all had to do nights as well. Many of
the | ocal tradeds people joined. 't was easi e
cadets, army aetsor sea cadets, but as Captain Sutton was a customer in our shop, | thought I'd join
the police service as a messenger. A bonus was that it had a smarter Ffiform.

Reigate 2211 was the 'phone number for Reigate Joint Police Force switittdoard at Reigate.

Of course, it was all disbanded at the end of the war. I've got a letter thanking me for my service and
saying that | would be welcome back to continue with my duties, unpaid of course, any time you feel
like it. I've a good mind ttake the letter down to the police station now and say that I've come back
to have a go at the switchboait¥.

307 http://www.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/bridger.htm
308 hitp://www.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/bridger.htm
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Bridger my letter of thanks for my service in the Police Messenger Service signed by the Home
Secretary of the time SirDonald Somerwelf®?

309 http://www.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/
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&t' the time of

recelved injuries in
ecessitate

it

minor injuries, such as cuts from

n glass, tile splinters, etc md re-
treatment n.t First-Ald

- people in damaged housu de-

& reporter the cesie moments

l reeddinc thc ll%‘x;gmsi.cm. say-

M ilotless plane”

From the papers of PAM Bridger3'?

310 http://www.redhillreigatehistory.co.uk/bridger.htm
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Reigate Borough 194243
Back Row: H Simmonds, D Brazier, PR Robinson, G Coe
Front: Sgt Selby, Insp Atkins, SgtPatrick, G Capelin 312

31 http://www.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/bridger.htm
312 pjcture owned by Tony Collman
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The last officers of the Reigate Borough Force before it was merged with tiSirrey
Constabulary and Guildford Borough Police 1 February19433%3

RedhilAiOn one occasi on dur ropmiknsan sas makingl deliveoek frocha vy
his horsedrawn float when the spiteful pilot of a "Stuka" dive Bomber decided to slptThe

Square". The noise these planes made as they dived down was exprégsgddederrify, but when

they eventually flattened out and roared along the road at rooftop height, spitting out bullets which
ricocheted off the road like reubt missiles, it was petrifying. Mum shouted to the milkman and held

the front door open foritm to take cover. He ran up to the doorway, paused, then immediately ran
back again in spite of the bullets, to release his horse from the shafts and allow it to gallop off with
eyes rolling in fear. The milkman told us, he just had to give hispalofynaga r s a sportin

Second World Wari Billingsgate market relocated to Reigate

313 photograph Surrey Police Museum
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Reigate:i My mo t h e rhalfwaydowraalveryuaw flying plane flew south to north up the line

of Reigate Hill. It must have circled because a few minutes later it returned the same way again and
my mother identified it as a German fighter. It was low enough for her to see the pildteand t
Germany markings. It repeated the manoeuvre a third time, but machine gunning as it flew up the
hill. One bullet passed through the rim of my t h leat, anather through the hem of her long coat.

She threw herself over the side of the hill, brusheddiioff and continued down the hill when she

was sure the fighter had gone. She carried on, went through the tunnel into Reigate High Street, with
the intention of catching a bus to Redhill from outside the Old Town Hall. When she turned right
from the tinnel into the High Street there was chaos and pandemonium. It seems the High Street had
been strafed by a fighter, whether it was the same one or not she doesn't know. She thinks some
twenty or so people were killed or injured. Her father eventually fdwerdn Reigate High Street
amongst all the mayhem. He was apparently ashen faced as he thought she might have been killed.
He wasn't too good either after she showed him the bullet holes in her hat and coat. She didn't realise
atthe time justwhatacles cal |l sSHhe'd had. o

German plane crashed closekimgswood Churchthe pilot was captured by Canadian troops who
were billeted around the area.

Reigate: i | went to Sunday school at the Methodi st
playing outsile before class began when we heard the unmistakable drone of a German plane...we
kids knew the sound of those engines from experience and used to say the rhythm was saying " Its
for you....it's for you....it's for you....." When we rushed in to tell gageher she told us not to be silly
because no araid siren had sounded but if weanted,we could be seated in the classroom and
resume lessons, which we did. A few moments later canteghgpitchedwhistling of bombs falling

as the German bomber, bgipursued by a Spitfire fighter, jettisoned a string of bombs which fell at
intervals along the high street but fortunately didn't explode. And the teacher was on her belly along
with the rest of us beneath our desks for protection. On another occaswomw{an no alert had
sounded) | happened to glance down grandmother's garden from the living room of Number 1 Nutley
Lane where she had-lecated, just as a Messerschmitt 110 figlitember flew by extremely low,
hedgehoppingve called it. | saw the swalsa insignia and the pilot quite distinctly. He then circled

and flew over the railway lines with machigans and cannons firing at a train. A close friend had a
nearmiss when one of the cannon shells penetrated the window and lodged in the arm gf an eas
chair he was sitting in at the time. o

1943 February 1:Surrey Joint Police formedfrom Surrey Constabulary, Reigate and Guildford
Boroughs. Their strength on amalgamatiGuildford Borough: chief constable 1, chief inspector

sl4www.reigatehistory.co.uk/2ndWWmemoriesn.htm
315 Andy Dean, Port Joli NS, Canabtip://www.reigatehistory.co.uk/2ndWwmemories.html
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1, inspector 4, sergeadtconstables 25; total 4Reigate Borough:1 chief constable, chief inspector
1, inspectors 5, sergeants 9, constables 23 totalliféf 39.

1943 February 5: Surrey Mirror : Reigate Police now in County Fored'he merger of Reigate
Borough Police Force with the Surrey County Constabulary for security reasons and as a war time
measure became an accomplished fact on Monday with the local force now becoming the Reigate
Division of the Surrey County Joint Consthba r vy , with the Boroughos C
Beacher becoming Superintendent off the Division

1943 March 23 The new police, fire and ambulanetephone pillar systewame into operation on
the 23 March 1943. Twenty pillar systems controlled by arakstitchboard at Reigate Police
station.; 24,487 calls received. Total emergency for 1943 21, police 12, fire 4, ambutahce 5.

1943 August24
PC Dennis Marshall Walder Reigate Borough Police
SergeantNavigator RAFVR
Died age 26 on th&4 August 1943

Dennis Walder served as a Sergeant RAFVR No0101 Squadron. He was the son of Horace Albert and
Harriett Annie Walder, of PlymouthHe was killed whilst on operations with the RAF and
remembered on thRunnymede MemoriaNo101 Squadron were based in Ludford Magna: June
1943 onwards, flying 363 sorties over Berlin between 1848sing 25 aircraft, 133 men with 42

taken prisoner.

PC Waldemwent missing from an operational sortie over enemy territory on the night of the 23/24
August 1943. The aircraft failed to return and there was no news. On the 14 April 1944 the Air
Ministry stated that Sgt Walder lost his lifa the 24 August 1943.

PC Walder joined the Reigate Borough Police on the 19 April 1938 when he was 21 having been born
in Midhurst on the 6 February 1917. He was described as being 6 feet 1 inches tall, fair complexion,
brown hair and blue eye®n joining hewas singleag r o cassistardiving at 60 Goldsmith Road,
Horsham.

Service:
15 February 1939; passed second Ambulance exam

19 April 1939 24 Grade

316 CC notes 1945 on the administration of the county police during the war.
317SCC ArchiveCentre CT98/22/6Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police
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3 May 1939 commended by the CC in case of 3 young persons charged with store breaking
and larceny

19 April 1940appointment confirmed

19 April 1940 ¥ grade

6 January 1941 guilty of a summary offence
19 April 1941 & grade

21 May 1941 passed police promotion educational examination

2 March 1942 joined the RAF

19 April 1942 9 grade

1 Februay 1943 transferred to Surrey Joint Police

19 April 1943 6th Grade

It may seem strange that PC Walder was not only promoted to'tlyzafle of constable but
transferred to the Surrey Joint Police when he was in the services. Police forces continupd to kee
these men on their strength and their service pay was made up if they were earning less than they did
in the police.

1943 November8: A man was found at 12.50 a.m. between Dorking and Reigate staggering about
in the road. Police were called and theliiynunconscious man was taken to Dorking hospital where

he soon died. The PM revealed the cause of death as hantlirtige rope apparently breaking before

the job was complete. No evidence could be found of anyone else being involved and a verdict of
suicide on a man whose identity was revealed some week$ lagecame from Wandsworth.

1943 16 December
PC Eric Nor man iRdigatmBoeough Wo o d s
Wing Commander DFC and Bar. RAFVR
Died age 3316 December 1943

Wing Commander Wood3FC and Bar RAFVR served in 86 (Persian Gulf) Squadrode died
aged 33 thean of William H. Woods, and of Kate Dora Woods, of Harborne, Birminghkitked
whilst on operations with the RAF and remembered oviakéa Memorial.

PCWoods joined the RAF on the 28 June 1940 although the records show he resigned from Reigate
Borough Police on the 15 November 1940.
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UNBALANCED : Wing Cdr. Woods,

D.F.C. and Bar, examining a blade of

his D.H. aiescrew which had been hit

by ground flak. Despite the vibration .

he took his Spit [X on to shoot down
a Ju 87,

PC Woods joined the Reigate Borough Police on the 25 August 1939 when he was aged 26 having
been born on th8 May 1913 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. He was describedfastl’ inches tall

with fair complexion, browrhair, and blue eyes. PC Woods was single and had been employed as a
cable tester with Southern Telephone Cables, Essex.

WOODS, F/L Eric Norman (60119) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No0.72 Squadron
awarded London Gazette dated 14 July 1942

This officer has participated in 74 sorties over enemy territory. He has led his flight, and occasionally
the squadron, with courage, skill and judgement. His resourcefulness in difficult circumstances has
helped to promotend maintain the high morale of the squadron. Flight Lieutenant Woods has
destroyed one and damaged a further two enemy aircraft

On 16 December 1943 Wing Commander Woods was in Spitfire VC JK643heheant missing.
Air-Britain says he went missing froam air sea rescue search in the Gulf of Drin. This would appear

to be incorrect as ' 249 Sqgn at War ' shows: Whilst searching for a missing gkot, of 249
Squadron Spitfires encounteredo BF109s of 10/JG27 (operating from Kalimaki, northern Greece

off the headlandvest of Bize. The news of the encounter got badBrtuttaglie and Woods took off
from Grottaglie, ltaly with 126 Squadrondés ne
to return and it wabelieved that they had collided over #$ea. It was thought that they were going

to slip across the sea to Yugoslavia and under cover of the hills, wait for the BF109s to come into
land and strike. ASR aircraft and launches failed to find anytiklegwas the Wing leader of 286
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Wing when he weinmissing. He had left 249sgn when he was promoted to Watger on 30

November 1943. He is |listed in 126 Squadronods
sortie, so presume he was either Wit Squadron as well as being Wing Leader ofligted in 126
Squadronbdés Operational Record Book because he

sortie and had been credited with nine victor
Aut horityo)

Wartime Rank: Wing Commander 809 seeing service with the Royal Air Force in Squadrons: 249,
72 and 126.

This must have been a remarkable short career but there are no other remotely similar names or dates
of death other than for the Wing Commander within the CWGC database.

From RossSkingley April 2004: My father had a good friend in thiReigate Borough PolicEric
Woods Eric joined the RAF at the same time as Dad and became a spitfirbgitgtkilled in a
battle off Albania in December 194&hen he was &/ing Commander with a DF@nd bar. He was
godfather to my sister who was born in 19Bfic was a pilot officer inLl942 so he must have been
an outstanding pilot and commander to achieve wing commandetwanD F C éhsa year. My
mother (who went out with Eric before meeting and marringfatiyer Jack) says that Eric was in
Canada as a Mounty.

Woods moved to England in 1986m Vancouverworking for a phone company and for the Reigate
Borough Police Force. Enled in RAF, May 1940 but was placed in reserve until August 1940 when
he began pilot training at No.10 EFTS (August to October, Tiger Moths) and No.15 FTS (Harvards).

Received wings and commission in January 1941; served at Central Flying School and No.58
Operational Training Unit (Grangemouth). Promoted to Flying Officer effective 14 January 1942
and joined No.124 Squadron in May 1941 to March 1942 when posted to No.72 Squadron as a flight
commander (Flight Lieutenant) until the end of July.

On 10 Augst 1942 he flew off HMS Furious for Malta where he took command of No.249 Squadron.
Rested in February 1943 when he was posted to Egypt and No.73 Operational Training Unit, Abu
Sueir.

Took command of No.249 Squadron again in July 1943 and was promdtedember 1943 to lead
No0.286 Wing of Balkan Air Force, Brindisi. Missing in action 16 Dec 1943 while flying with No.126
Squadron (believed shot down by Bf.109s or collided with S/L K. B. L. Debenham, who also did not
return)
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Squadron Leader Debenham and Wing Commander Woods

1943Report on théiState of Crime and the Police Establishment of the Borough of Reigate Division
of the Surrey JoirfPoliced signed by the Chief Constable William Beacliét.

There was no enemy incidents recorded although there were many alerts.

Crimes in the Surrey Joint Police Area 1 January to 31 December 19%3

Division Crimes Crimes Crimes Not Non-
alleged deleted detected cleared Indictable
up prosecutions

Dorking 620 122 245 40.81 577
Farnham 1258 318 344 47.38 531
Godalming 984 210 338 44.31 656
Guildford 839 164 256 49.9 748

Borough

318 SCC ArchiveCentre CT98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police
319 SCC ArchiveCentre CT98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police

19C



Robert Bartlett Aprill5, 2022, 938at938@gmail.com

Division Crimes Crimes Crimes Not Non-
alleged deleted detected cleared Indictable
up prosecutions

Leatherhead | 613 118 224 44.21 272

Oxted 517 107 194 41.78 388

Reigate 517 78 239 38.68 296

Borough

Weybridge 1352 321 409 46.01 1034

Woking 1182 325 291 47.88 397

Total 7882 1763 2540 45.41 4899
Comparative strength Surrey Joint Policeand recorded crime 194320

Division Arrests Strength Crimes per man

Dorking 108 98 6.33

Farnham 160 119 10.57

Godalming 185 118 8.34

Guildford 257 91 9.22

Borough

Leatherhead 150 109 5.62

Oxted 92 104 4.97

Reigate Borough 161 67 7.72

Weybridge 238 145 9.32

Woking 158 118 10.02

8205CC ArchiveCentre CT98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police
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Total crimes for the Surrey Joint Police

Not included are deleted crimes (Probably ref
1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943

Committed 2918 2831 3257 4046 3878 6119

% 50.06 48 47.95 49.13 45.69 45.23

Detected

1943Superintendent Beacherdéds contribution to

report. 322

Population Reigate Borougt84,547 in the last census but estimated civilians only now

41,928

An average of 44.Bpecial Constablegurned out on 87 air raid warnings. The Special
Constabulary Mobile Section was reduced by the War from 24 to 9 cars but there was a car
on duty every evening from 7pm at both Reigate and Redhill. The motorcyclists were reduced
to four but every evenindpére was always one on duBstablishmentSpecial Constabulary
Reigate Borough Police 147 who performed 120,431.5 hours duty.

The tenAction Stationsare run by the Special Constabulary. In the centre ther€astxol

Room with a Reigate police contier and Special Constables are entirely responsible for
manning. There are no words that adequately describe the quiet and efficient manner in which
the Special Constabulary have fitted into the police machine.

Road Traffic AccidentiRBP areaFatal 5,serious injusry 105. Total road accidents 2666 as
against 274 in 1942

Twenty Reigate Borough Policafficers are serving in thermed forces

There are twoNar Reserve Constablesne retired Reigate Borough and the other retired
from the EasSussex Constabulary.

Vehicle Fleet Imperial motorcycle JPG910; Triumph motaycle HPG474; Utility car

JPF729; MG saloon CTH437; MG car JPB578; police ambulence

821 SCC ArchiveCentre CT98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police
8225CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police
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1943 December:The Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary, Major Nicholson CBE MC has
received the old borough forcéReigate Borough Police and Guildford Borough Poliog&) his
administration in a most admirable and sympathetic mannethe change did not bring about a
cleavage between the Borough and its police force anddrassbciation has continued to rem&ih.

1944 February 25: Surrey Mirror : Reigate Grammar School Cadet Corps opposed the Redhill
Police in ashooting matchwith the Cadet Corps scoring 967, Cadet K Stuart obtaining a possible
100 and the Redhill Police swog 929.

1944 June 16:Thefirst flying bomb to fall in the Borough was on June 16th at Sanders Estate
atBuckland?* at approximately 10 am, this was the first real day of the b#dtle.

1944 June 19: Redhill:Flying bomb crashed into EarlsbrodRoad and St Johns Road, Earlswood.
Scores of people were buried in the debris with eleven people being®lled.

Extract Surrey Mirror : Many people were buried in their shattered homes and rescue parties from
the Civil Defence worked heroically. The police did particular good work and were on long hours at
a stretch. On the following Saturday buildings damaged by a second flying ibdimde people
slightly wounded and other had miraculous escai3és

1944 June29: The summer of 1944 brought a new terror to the skies over Southeast England in the
shape of the now infamotiBoodle-Bugs' or V1 flying bombs John Neil in his book 'The History

of Merstham School' records an incident when one of these 'doadllg s* f el | c¢cl ose t
29th June 1944 just as morning assembly was coming to an end, a flying bomb hit the Corporation
Yard in Albury Road, just a hundred yards from the schbaimage from the blast was extensive,

but miraculously there were no serious casual

1944 June Redhill A rocket landed in Earlsbrook Road and St Johns Rédlihg eleven people

and wounding seventeen, blasting forty houses. Many of the victims were buried under their shattered
homes and rescue parties and the Civil Defence workers generally worked heroically to get the
victims out and to render first aid to the injuretheTpolice did particularly good work and were on

long hours at a stretch. Mobile canteens catered to their needs as they toiled throughSieecdaly.
hundred of these bombs fell on East Surrey with the greatest concentration in Caterh&h area

1944:TheRoyal Philanthropi&School at Redhill was severely damaged by a flying bomb

8233CC ArchiveCentre C@98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police
324 Not sure Buckland has ever been within the Brough

325 Flying Bombs (Doodlebugs) 1944 'The History of Merstham School'

326 Surrey at War 19391945 Bob OgleyFroglets Publications undated

327 Rev WAR Ball vicar of St Johnisttp://www.stjohnsredhill.org.uk/pdfs/wardiary1940.pdf
328 hitp://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/histoffrom-police-archives/RB1/Pt2/pt2TL193945.html
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1944 July7: At least two furtheflying bombsfell on Merstham that year. One fell in the woods on
Church Hill causing extensive damage

1944 JulyMerstham was declared in devacuatiorarea due to the increasing risk of attacks and
many families made preparations to leave.

1944 July 21 Severabilotless bombs dropping in Reigate and killing three people. Another having
hit a balloon cable dropped in the grounds of Earlswood Asylum causing a great deal of damage but
no casualties’®®

1944 21 July
PC Jack SkingleyReigate Borough Police
Flight L ieutenant DFC, RAFVR, Pathfinder
Died aged 29, 21 July 1944

Jack Skingley was reported missing from night operations with the RAF during an attack on Courtrai.
On the 23 May 1945 the Air Ministry stated that Flight Lieutenant Skingley lost his life dilthe
July 1944.

PC Skingley joined the Reigate Borough Police on the 27 April 1936 aged 19 having been born on
the 7 July 1916 in Watford. He had previous military service with tHgattalion the Royal Sussex
Regiment in which he served for 2 years andlld y s . P C S keifore goiniegth® mlicg o b
was a furniture remover living at 8 Clifton Road, Watford. His mother was Winifisaele, and his

father was deceased. The officer was described as 5 feet 11 inches tall with a fresh complexion,
brown har and grey eyes.

Service:
18 November 1936 passed First Aid exam

5 December 1936 Discreditable conduct fined £1 on each of 3 charges and £2 on another
charge.

27 April 1937 Second Grade
4 April 1938 Appointment confirmed as from 27 April 1938

27 April 1938 3¢ Grade

329 Rev WAR Ball vicar of St Johristtp://www.stjohnsredhill.org.uk/pdfsiardiary1940.pdf
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27 April 1939 4 Grade

10 July 1939 Disobedience to Orders fined £2 by the CC

27 April 1940 ¥ Grade

27 April 1941 6 Grade

11 August 1941 Joined the RAF

27 April 1942 7" Grade

1 February 1943 transferred to the Surrey Joint Police Force
27 April 1943 8§ Grade

PC Skingleyb6s father was a police officer as
policeman who was present at the Sidney Street siege in H80®edin the borouglwith his wife
and where their son Ross was born.

The wedding of Marjorie Henderson to Jack Skingley 18th November 1940
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PC Jack SkingleyReigate Borough and in the RAF
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From Ross Skingley in April 2004:A My f at her was a Bomb aimer in
and flew in Lancasters. He joined the RAF in 1942 (records show 1941) and trained in Canada.
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Between Augusid43 andJuly 1944 he flew on 40 missions over Germany, France and Belgium,
many of thes over Berlin. | have no DFC citati@s this was posthumously awarded.

He and his crew went missing on a short raid from Coningsby to Coutraui in Bealgitima night of
20 July 44 out of the 14 Lancasters to go out his was the only one that did rut Hesyoilot was
P/O Edwards.

PC Skingley served with the Pathfinders who were volunteers for this particularly dangerous role. He
was killed in a night operation in Lancasters with the RAF and is remembered on the Runnymede
Memorial. No 97 Squadron webased Bourne Airfield Cambridgeshire and were on the Berlin Raids
19431944.

1944 July 26:Redhill: Flying bomb landed near a school with 100 children in assembly with one
injured staff membeowevert hr ee men in the highw#®yo6s depot

1944 AugustFlying bomb fell on ‘Innisfree’ in Rockshaw Road killing all the occupants.

1944:Flying Bombs(Doodlebugs):The first flying bomb to fall in the Borough was on June 16th at
Sanders Estate Bucklandat approximately 10am, this was the first real day of the bEtildswood

Road, Redhillexact location unknown but there was a lotlamage and many casualti®eigate

Hill, on the east side opposite The Rock a house was demolished migiafiernoon The Clears,

Sheep Walk the sheds of the Hearthstone Quarry were destroyed, there were no casualties this
happened during the earlgirs of the morning. Corner 8t Albans Roa@éndBrokes Road house

took a direct hit during the early hours of the morning.

1944 22 November
PC Geoffrey Alexander Farquhar, Reigate BorougHPolice
Corps of Military Police Died aged 27, 22November 1944

Killed in a motoring accident in West Bromwich whilst serving as a member of the Special
Investigation Branch of the Military Police

PC Farquhar a single man joined the Reigate Borough on the 5 June 1939 and was posted to the
Redhill Division Having been born on the 6 May 1917 in West Norwood he was the son of Henry
and Mary Farquhar. When he joined gadice,he was living at 62, Broxholme Road, West Norwood

and was employed as a clerk at the London School of Motoring, Hampstead.

Ther ecords show previous public service as fASu
P o | i(Was o the Borough and so automatically became a member of the Surrey Constabulary or

330 Surrey at War 19391945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated
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Surrey Joint Police as it was diplomatically called until the cetepbmalgamation with the
Boroughs.)

Service:
26 March 1940 Passed ambulance exam
3 June 1940 second Grade

29 January 1941 congratulated by the CGiefistable anthe Chairman of the Reigate bench
for his action in the case of Police v Byers, drunkenness and assault on Police.

1 Sepémberl941 Appointment confirmed as from 5 June 1941

27 October 1941 Discipline for falsehood and prevarication fined £2
5 June 1942 Grade

14 September 1942 Neglect of duty fined-13/the CC

1 February 1943 Transferred to surrey Joint Police Force

3 June 1943 called up for service in the Army

5 June 1943'BGrade

1944 Total crimein Reigate Borough579 with detection 49.9%t
Wartime Air Disaster on Reigate Hill?*?

1945 March 190 A number ofaircraft of the US 384th Bomber Group stationed at Grafton
Underwood in Northamptonshire were returning from a bombing raid on Plauen, near the Czech
border. For protection against enemy fighters the aircraft normally flew in formation but because of
deng cloud the formation split up and Flying Fortress38835 SGF was making its own way home.

Over the Weald cloud was solid at 800 feet and broken at 300 feet. Flying too low, the aircraft crashed
into Reigate Hill at 1740 hrs.

The Crash: Why the crash ecurred is not fully known, but an enquiry put the cause down to pilot
error. This is possibly borne out by the presence in the ‘plane of maps showing ground heights above
sea level and no evidence of a serious malfunction, as well as other factors.couat at the

incident said that the pilot tried unsuccessfully to get Batvick andfailing that at Redhilldespite

it being grass), but no evidence of attempted local landings has come to light.

331 SCC History Centre CC/98/22/8
332 hitp://www.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/US.htm
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The Scene in 1945First on the scene was Dorothy Edds& She was in uniform for she worked at
Southern Command and was on her way back to her accommodation on Reigate Hill. Seeing the
aircraft plunge into the side of the hill above her she scrambled up the slope and found the pilot. All
she could do was hiblthe hand of a dying man. A local poacher checking his traps also arrived. The
Reigate fire brigade attended to douse the fires and soon after a detachment of the RAF Regiment
arrived to seal off the are8everalother people saw or heard the 'plane geroOne of those was

just arriving for duty at the ARP post under the Town Hall when it passed overhead. Others said that
they saw the aircraft pass over Merstham High Street, but questions about how it then crashed on the
southern slope of Reigate Hillap be answered by their sighting being of another aircraft from the
dispersed formatiorAll of those who witnessed the scene after the crash speak of the utter
devastation at the site with broken and burnt trees, broken ground, and the tangled arduspread
ruin of the once proud Flying Fortress.

19391945: The recorded incidents during World War Il in the Borough of Reigate*Were
Civilians Killed 50
Civilians Injured 161

Houses totally destroyed 115

Houses damaged 4189
Air Raid Alerts 893
High explosive bombs 496
Oil bombs 18

Incendiary bombs 5847

Flying bombs (Doodlebugs) |17

Parachute mines (Both Fell

2
on Merstham)

For every incident a police response, for every response a report; for every fatal casualty
identification, a postmortemthen report to thecoronerso it is clear that if all the other work

333 Kevin Austen: http://www.merstham.co.uk/merstham/MersthamHistory.htm#Merstham at War 1¢, Y2 Warlkd W
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associateavith the war is included, these Borough men were extremely busy and probably frequently
worked long difficult hours.

Home Guard towards the endof the war led by a Borough sergearit
8" Surrey (Reigate) Battalion
1944 Friday 29 December: Surrey Mirror 33°
The Boroughoés Home Gaofthe8th.Surrdy Batfalom.t Hi st or vy

The Daysof The L.D.V

How many people lining the route of the 8th Surrey (Reigate) Battalion Home Guard's farewell march
on Sunday, December 3rd, gave more than a passing thought to the significance of the event, or cast
their minds back to Tuesday, May 14t1840,when, with he fieldgrey hordes of Germany spreading

like an evil canker across Europe, the Secretary for War. Mr. Anthony Eden, came to a B.B.C.
microphone with the appeal that brought old soldiers, well past the age of soldiering, back to arms,
and set youth, notet quite old enough for fulime soldiering, drilling, shooting and stalking?

The story starts at miday on that memorable Tuesday with a telegram over the signature of the
Under Secretary of State. It went to every Chief Constable in the country. Ni. Béacher, sitting

in his office in Reigate, read it: "Broadcast Will be made at 9.10 pidayanviting male British

subjects between the ages of 17 and 65 to register for Local Defence Volunteer Corps against enemy
landings by parachute or otherwigegistrations will be at any police station. Circular follows. In
meantime, please ensure forthwith that all stations are prepared to receive registrations." There
followed details of particulars to be taken. While the then Reigate Borough Police weng ek
necessary arrangements there came a second telegram notifying them of a broadcast appeal to be

334 hitp://www.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/homeguard.htfhe t er Pri ngl eds photograph
335 http://sussexhistoryforum.co.uk/index.php?topic=7355.0;wap2

201


http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/homeguard.htm

Robert Bartlett Aprill5, 2022, 938at938@gmail.com

made for rifles andmmunition anésking the police to be ready also to record details of all weapons
offered to the new Volunteer Force.

The broadcast which gave first news of the new Force to the public came in the bulletins at 6p.m.
and 9p. m. It was during the | atter that Mr. E
and made his now famous appeal. In the Borough, as elsewhere in titey cthe response was
astounding. Almost before the broadcast was over the telephone lines to the police stations were busy
and personal calls at the stations to register mounted rapidly. Mr. Beacher and his staff worked almost
without pause to keep pawadth the applications, 1,500 of which poured in in 48 hours.

Reigate Hill Patrol

Some of the Volunteers had their first taste of duty only three days after the broadcast, for it was on
May 17th that the late Capt. E. H. Tuckwell came from Guildford HeatiEysdo the Chief Constable

- at 4 p.m- to make arrangements for night patrols to be on Reigate Hill. Capt. W. E. Hill, M.C., was
contacted, and was acquainted on his arrival, shortly before 7 p.m., with what was required. A police
car took him to theddresses of several of the Volunteers, and, armed with six "P.14" rifles, all that
could be mustered at that stage, the little party set off in police cars for their patrol ground.

The twelve men who comprised this first patrol were Mesgdnalcraft, Cook, Cuss, Dungate, Elliott,

Hunt, Jarrett, Laker, Lott, Lovegrove, Pilbeam and Rumble, under the command of Capt. Hill, who,
however, found the chosen site for the observation post, a spot near the water tower on Colley Hill,
to be unsatisfaoty, the view to the southward being impeded by Reigate Park. On the following
night therefore the same patrol moved to Reigate Park itself, and were under the command of Mr.
Vigers, Capt. Hill having been summoned to Guildford to an urgent conferenseoMbe men on

these early patrols were unfamiliar with the "P.14" rifle, not having handled firearms since the last
war, and so the commanders divided their small force into two, one keeping up the patrol of the area
whilst the other received some ingttion as to the handling of the unfamiliar weapons. These night
watches were divided into three peried® p.m.to 1 a.m., 1 a.m. to 4 a.m., and 4 a.m. to 7 am.

The Borough Company Formed

Meanwhile, at the conference to which Captain Hill had gone,vadndh was also attended by
Alderman Lieut. Col. F. J. Spranger, Mr. W. H. Beacher, Capt. Mansfield (Redhill) and Capt.
Charlesworth (Merstham), it had been decided that Reigate (including Redhill, Earlswood and
Merstham) should be allotted one Companyhef L D.V. The work of registration was continuing,

and preliminary details of the scheme were being worked out, so that on May 20th at a meeting at the
Town Hall, convened by the Chief Constable and presided over by Alderman Spranger, it was
possible to gt down to the work of organisation. At this meeting, at which Alderman Spranger
intimated that he was unable to take command of the Reigate Company but at which he introduced
Mr. R. J. V. Hake, of the White House, Reigate Heath, as Company Commandeyr deeided that

the Company should comprise a Reigate Town Platoon under Capt. W. E. Hill, a Redhill Platoon
under Capt. E. T. Mansfield, and a Merstham Platoon under Capt. W. G. Charlesworth.
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The Surrey Mirror of Friday 05 January 1945 contains a ddtatlery of the Borough Home Guard
until the end of the wap®®

19450ctober 11: Police Forces, Surrey (Amalgamatioh33’

Mr. Touche asked the Secretary of State for the Home Department whether he will now revoke the
wartime amalgamation of the Reigate Borough Police with the ysQwenty Police.

The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Mr. Ede)The future of the Reigate borough

police force cannot be considered in isolation frrat of other forces amalgamated under the
emergency powers. This general question has been receiving the consideration of the Government;
and | hope shortly to be a position to put my proposals before Parliament.

Mr. TaucheWould the right hon. Gentlemaagree that the amalgamations made under Defence
Orders are based on wartime considerations which have ceased to operate?

Mr. Ede The amalgamations made were under hgowers granted during the war. The question
of what is the suitable size for a police force is one that we shall submit to this House for their
consideration in the new Bill.

1945: The Womeno6s Aadfeleveniwvas rgducédad fouchy resigoatigns at the
end of the Wap38
1945 the Borough police vehiclefleet onsi st ed of six vehicles inc
of ficerd®s vehicle.
1945: Total crimeReigate Borough Polic#98, detection 51.6%°
Year Total Crime Year Total Crime Year Total Crime
1921 56 1922 56 1923 80
1924 85 1925 80 1926 114
1927 121 1928 165 1929 132
1930 131 1931 98 1932 103

336 http://sussexhistoryforum.co.uk/index.php?PHPSESSID=egai41hdig47i70d4olivrrab5&topic=7355.5;wap2
337 http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/commons/1945/oct/11/plulicessurreyamalgamatiotdouse of CommonkiC
Deb 11 October 1945 vol 414 cc38377

338 SCC History Centre CC/98/22/8
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Year Total Crime Year Total Crime Year Total Crime
1933 151 1934 235 1935 254
1936 231 1937 337 1938 330
1939 414 1940 426 1941 493
1942 434 1943 489 1944 579
1945 498

1946July 26: Surrey Mirror : Bowls Result- Churchfields 47Reigate Police 51 leaving the Police

winners by 4 shots.

1947 April 4 Surrey Mirror : At midnight on 3% March Reigate Borough Police Force finally

ceased to exist having been since 1943 under a temporary war time arrangement merger with the

Surrey Constabulary.

1947 April Surrey Constabulary reformed to include the police of the boroughs of Guildford and
Rdgate;Superintendent Beacher Surrey Constabulary forn@higf Constable Beachef Reigate
Borough Policeetired

Reigate Borough Police Chief Constable's group of eight medals awarded to Chief Constable

The Chi ef

Constabl es

Mr

Beacher 6s

W.H.Beacher who had served during the Great War with the Duke of Cornwall Light Infantry.
Comprising an enamelled Order of St John (Serving Brother), King's Police Medal (GVIR for
Distinguished Service 1914 Star with clasp, British War Medal, Victory MedaB(8&rgeant Duke
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of Cornwall s Light I nfantry, Defence Medal ,
Medal

Post Amalgamation

PC Mason now a member of the Surrey Constabulary escorting the Olympic torch imli®4&ch
was carried by Reigate Harriers runner Fred Prevett and the pair are crossing the Market Square at
Reigate 34

Cherchefellepolice stationwas still in use by the Surrey Constabulary long after the demise of the
Borough Police as was the police station in London Road Redhill. This is a Surrey Constabulary
Traffic car an Austin Westminster leaving Reigate police stati@baut 1962

341 Picture Pam Adams from the Alan Morre Borugh Police website
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1972: The old Borough police station at Cherchefelle closedvhen the new Reigate Road Station
opened. The Redhill station closed soon after and the centralisation of the force in the two towns,
first envisaged 108 years before, was effectively complete.

COUNTY OF SURREY

SURREY CONSTABULARY
NEW DIVISIONAL
POLICE STATION

REIGATE

P
.

OFFIGIAL OPENING

Mr. JLH.S. Eve J.P. D.L.
CHAIRMAN OF THE SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL

17 April 1972

Reunion 1987Note photo of Chief Constable Beacher on the wall
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Reigate Borough Police Badges and Insignia
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A set of the Borough Police insignia

William Henry Beacher died 1 June 1974 aged 83

Tony Collman:On Friday the 30 July 2010 | wewhchto H
| found atHills Cemetery located on the A281, Guildford Road at Horsham (RH12 1TT). Mr Beacher
i's buried with his wife. Ther e norbiskPBl ment i on
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A Tribute to W.H. Beacher from ROff Beato 342

Ken Browning August 1974

On the 10th of June, 1974, W.H. Beaches laid to rest after the very impressive service at Horsham
Parish Church. This very homely town was much beloved by Bill (as he was affectionally called) as

it was at Horsham where he became one of the youngest Superintendents in any Police Rbrce. | fi
came in contact with hinwhenliving at Horshaml went to himin 1926 about joininghe Surrey
Constabulay. From the start he commanded respect. His dapper manner and immaculate appearance
instilled in the young constable a very real sense of priiésijob.

On his promotion to Chief Constable at Reigate it gave him a more profound reason for giving to the
community the full respect of the Police Force in which his heart and soul was dedicated. The recent
articles in 'Off Beat' are a sincere memooighis sincere faith in our British Police Force. In his later
years he had been crippled and housebound by arthritis, but always loved to see any of us 'old ones'.
| visited him three weeks before his death and to meet him was like going into anotdewxi¥ohis
treasures of his police service surrounding him, proving how devoted he was to a service he loved so
dearly.

JANUARY 1974

A CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR message to the
Force from Mr. W. Beacher (ex-Reigate Borough
Force).

842 Surrey Constabulary newspaper
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Guildford Cathedral i dedicated 1980

The Reigate Borough Police Window

Police Constable William Henry Burn Masoni Reigate Borough Police
Extract

This is an abridged autobiography that was given to Alan Moore and published on his website by
Jock Mason in 1995. It is missing much information and ends prematurely in 1955 when Jock was
still only fifty -four. Neverthelesst is worth reproducing a reed of his time in the Borough Police.

Unless otherwise stipulated all pictures came from Jock Mason with the biography

William Henry Burn Mason, betté&nownas Jock Mason for all dfis time in the south of England,

was born in St Andrews, Fifeshire, Scotland. His father was a master blacksmith who, along with his
brother Al exander, empl oyed other Dbl acksmiths
work, made artistic iromailings, and engaged in the construction and fitting of kitchen ranges and
bank safes. His mother was a native of Switzerland.

Jock had a fairly hard upbringing. He worked part time from the age of ten until he became a full
time errand boy at the age fafurteen. At sixteen he went to work for a cycle and moyate
engineerThis continued for a short while only until he got and apprenticeship as a marine engineer
aged seventeen in March 1918. The apprenticeship was at Tayport, eleven miles fromniomnee,
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got digs there to avoid the daily return journey. Jock worked day and night shifts and was earning
32/6d a week after five years.

With the end oWorld War One conditions worsened, with the night shift cancelled and men paid

off. Hours were geneigl reduced and with the corresponding loss of earning Jock had to leave his
digs and go back to living at home, which meant makingweaty-two-mile round trip each day.

To make this less arduous he bought a 1901 Minerva motorcycle for 15 shillings.
Jok found extra work at a local garage as a mechanic where he gained experience qmiadiijpia
machines of the time plus learning electrical welding. The owner was also the master of the local fire
brigade and signed Jock up as a volunteer firemawtiooth he was paid a retainer and call out fees.

His main job remained as an apprentice marine engineer bApnh 1923, the finish of his
apprenticeship coincided with a trade depression and, along with thousands of other engineers, Jock
was forced to jm the dole queue. He decided that there was no future in engineering and began to
look elsewhere for work. Employment in the police was one avenue to explore and Jock wrote to
several forces, including Glasgow, Liverpool, Brighton and Reigate, askihgyifhtad vacancies.

The reason that Jock wrote to Reigate was that his father had been in the army\awlthgVar

One and had guarded cordite stored in the caves there. He had told Jock what a nice town it was. As
it happened the only force that did haxeancies was Reigate.

First he had to go to St Andrews police station to comj

an examination paper. This was successful and he rec -
instructions to report to Reigate Borough Police statio
9am on # April 1924. After a long journey he ared the
previous night, met Inspector Hood who arranged dig
him in Clarendon Road, Redhill. He attended as instru§
on the  April when Inspector Hood set him a two and a =%
hour written and oral examination. He was medic:
examined by the pale doctor and then interviewed by 1
Chief Constable, Mr Metcalfe. He was told he would. ="

accepted as a probationer police constable and provid : s

proved efficient and reliable over a twear period woulc P

be enrolled as a regular member of BewroughForce at £3.10 per week including allowances At
10pm the next day he was sworn in at Reigate station by the Chairman of the Watch Committee. He
was issued with a uniform, whistle, handcuffs, truncheon, pocketbook and oil lamp, the Borough by
lawsandaepy of O0The Police Constableds Guide to

Pictures show Jock Mason in uniform and on beat duty in 1924

On the 2April at 10pm his work began. He accompanied PC Robertson on his beat around the
Earlswood and Meadvale areas. He stayed on night duty for two months, accompanying beat officers
all over the Reigate Borough area. During the third month he was either @mwhior was
accompanied by newer recruits. No specific training was given other than attending police courts
weekly and studying the police manual in-difty hours. After three months of nights Jock was given
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a month of days 6am to 2pm and 2pm to 10pmradtting weekly. Duties included beatsdpoint
duty at Redhill and Reigate Market Squares.

In 1924, there were only three ambulances in the Borough. One belonging to St John Ambulance
Brigade wasised mostly for carrying private patients. Another wasemvby the Reigate Health
Department and was used for conveying patients with contagious diseases. The third belonged to the
Reigate Borough Police and was used for street accidents. This ambulance was the first mechanical
vehicle to be allocated to the Bate Police and there were only four officers capable of driving it.

The vehicle was a-Type Ford with two forward gears and reverse. The ignition system was operated
by four hightension coils which, together with the headlamps and horn, relied solalgemerator

driven by the flywheel. There was battery,so oil lights were fitted for use when the engine was
not running. The ambul ance was difficult t o
background, asked him to look into the probleatkldiscovered that if the headlight switch was left

in the on position it deprived the ignition system of electrical energy. Turn the switch off and the
engine started without tr oubl e .chieficbnstable and goeka n t
was immediately put in charge of the ambulance and the 1924 Morris Cowley that was used for
transporting prisoners. To enable his availability for this duty he was allotted special contingency
duties in Reigatd@own during the day and station officer dutasight.

Chief Constable Metcalfe retired on the last day of 1930 and was succeeded by Chief Constable
William Beacher on the first day of 1931. Changes were made by the new man. He transferred the
ambulance to the fire brigade and abolished beat patréhvour of an area system whereby officers
were allowed to patrol any part of the specified area as long as they kepthoindyf contact with

the station via public dopripaiceeilats Gittecewsth teleplbnes. s e r

The 1930 Road Traffic Act brought about the formation of mobile police patrols and the Reigate
Watch Committee authorised the purchase of two Red Wing Panther motorcycles. One was issued to
an officer named Brownlow, the other to Jock Mason. They becanifiestheobile police patrol in

East Surrey and at the time were known as 06Co

Jock says in his autobiography that the reevefcon st abl ebés appetite for
and on special occasions like the Borough Carnival of the DerlssRacwould borrow a large horse

from aRedhill stableand parade the main roads dressed in his best uniform. This practice came to an
end after a coach backfired in London Road, Reigate, and his horse reared and threw him to the
ground. He was never seeding on horseback again.

During the middle 1930s the black clouds of war werming,and Jock attended lectures on air raid
precautions and poison gas warfare. Towards the end of the 1930s the political situation became very
acute and there were incids at Redhill, especially at weekends, when Sir Oswald Moseley and his
Fascists travelled by road to Brighton where they held rallies. There was also an unconnected incident
when a group of unemployed men arrived in Redhita@irte to a protest rally ihondon. Jock had

the job of finding them food and accommodation and eventually got permission to bed them down
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for the night in the Sports Stadium in the Sports Ground. They h&olodobut Lamberts Bakers
gave bread and Burtons Butchers a large cheese.

By 1939 war seemed inevitable and lorries conveyed sand from sand pits in Bell Street, Reigate, to
London for the sandbagging of public buildings, local hospitals were sandbagged, blast walls erected,
and the basement of the Town Hall was reinforced wsstmade ready to be an incident reporting
centre for the police, fire and other emergency services.

Jock was put in charge of the testing and assessment of two dozen car owners who had volunteered
to drive Civil Defence ambulances in the case of war.t@ts involved driving a van commandeered

for the purpose and driving and manoeuvring without lights at night. Some of those who were found
unsuitable were allowed to remain as volunteers as long as they used their own vehicles. Others
remained as ambulaa@ttendants.

Subsequent to these activities Jock set up an ARP ambulance depot at the rear of Wray Park Garage
in London Road, Reigate, and another at the Corporation refuse disposal works at Earlswood. He also
took over a cottage as an office and accaaation for ambulance personnel and had storage
facilities for emergency equipment and petrol. Notices were sent to three owners of trade vans in
Redhill and three in Reigate that they had to supply one vehicle each at the ambulance depots.

Theambulance depots were staffed immediately upon the outbreak of war and Jock was authorised
to purchase four more vehicles and have them converted to ambulances. In February 1940 Jock was
transferred to the Civil Defence as Transport and Ambulance Offidere vehicles were purchased

and converted but as they all had to stand outside when not in use could be difficult to start in cold
weather. This and other problems with the designated ambulance centre at Earlswood caused the
Redhill depot to be relocated a purposduilt garage in the Sports Ground just north of the entrances
from the main Road in 194@®imilar problems at Reigate culminated in the requisition of the Reigate
Garage as from 31March, and for accommodation of personnel as frésmABril 1941.

Jock managed théay-to-day operations of the ambulance centres for the rest of the war until the
improving situation following the allied invasion of Europe caused a reduction in Civil Defence
personnel.He returned to the Borough Police ForceS¥nlanuary 1945.

Two incidents occurred shortly after. The first was when Jock retrieved a boy from live electricity
cables at Browndés Brickyard at Meadval e. [ n
pronounced dead upon the arrival obair. The second was when two armed soldiers had attempted

a hold up at Aldershot and were reported as heading for Reigate by car at 4am. Jock waited in a patrol
car at the Black Horse at Reigate Heath and gave chase when they passed, ramming their car in
Castlefield Road. The two men were captured and agsteriound in their vehicle.

Jock also attended the scene when the US Air force bomber crashed into Reigate Hill when returning
from a raid on Germany.
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Jock remained on traffic patrols, seeing the reaffic department established at Guildford in
1947.Early in 1948 radios were installed in pol]
with call sign M2RO05. His last arrest was in 1950 when he apprehended a man in Redhill for loitering
withint ent whil st i n possession of an 180 | emmy.

On the 30 June 1951 Jock resigned from the police force after tseméyly e ar s 6. OB lEsr vi c e
record were a dozen commendations, including one for arresting six men in possession of a stolen car
in Bell Street, Reigate, one for the arrest of jewel thieves and another for his actions at the fire at
Gatton Hall in 1934.

These and many other of Jockds actions are no
that in his very early service Jock himdappear before the Watch Committee for the very serious
misdemeanour of not saluting Alderman Lemon.

Sergeant Ronald Bowle$*?

Ronald Bowles a formeboorough officer died peacefully on April 18th aged 94. He was the last
surviving member of the ReigateoBugh force which he joined in 1938. He was conscripted into
the armed forces in 1942 and drove a tank (no mean feat fordaiecth Corporal) seeing action in
France, Belgium, Netherlands and Germany. Hermetlito Reigate and was promoteergeant in

the newly merged Surrey Constabulary, serving at Woking with his older brother John (Inspector).
His wife Mabel died on 14th June 2010 at the age of 87 when Ron was 93 years old. He moved to
Essex in 2009 to be nearer his daughter and graxdehibnd was active and enjoyed life right up

until the end.

Police Sergeant Bowles upoand in deepretirement

In the photo above Ron is wearing medal ribbd#hswas conscripted in 1942. It was a class of
conscription from the police and had to j@rcombat unit. It was either him or older brother John
(the penalty of being the younger brother?) who had to go. He wanted to join the RAF but ended up
in the Royal Armoured Corps as a tank driver. He was later transferred to the Assault Engineers and

343 Information received from Michael Mackman (Son in law)
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was due to go over to France on D Daiie War Office had decided that even tank drivers should be
made to wear hob nail boots and just before D Day whilst climbing over his tank he slipped and badly
gashed his head and was invalided out of the troop. Nidhatdroop survived D Day and he returned

to action abouthreeweeks later and fought through France and Belgium and then took part in the
amphibious landings into the Netherlands. He fought through from there up until the Rhine and was
waiting to take part in the assault to cross the Rhine as part of the finaHeudéveloped a rash and

was given a shot of the new wonder drug Penicillin to which he proved allergic and came out in nasty
blisters- much worse than the original rash! He was pulled out of the front line and none of his troop
survived the Rhine crosginHe was invalided back to the UK where he used his considerable typing
skills (learned in the Police!) to bag a job as a clerk. He then had the enjoyable experience of drawing
up his own discharge papers, returning to Reigate Borough goithireg his lyother John. We think
someone was watching over him at that time!

His medals reflect his war service, not unusual or especially noteworthy ones but a typical collection
for those who joined up and fought at that time. There is also a Police long service medal. Quietly,
he was proud of the medals (rightly so) and as aotsiration of that, and his enduring sense of
humour, we found him sitting up in bed, in his pyjamas, wearing the full set on the morning of the
50th anniversargf D Day.

Death of exSergeant Reginald Charles Brownlow

1991 February 9: Off Beat On the 6 [Rcember 1990 ex sergeant Reginald Brownlow died at the
age of 84 years and Reigate lose of its distinguished former policemen who made a considerable
contribution to the Borough. He joined the Reigate Borough Police in August 1925 and after early
yearson the beat he became one of the first motorcyclists in the Force. He was promoted to sergeant
in September 1940 and transferred to the Surrey Joint Force in February 1943. He was commended
on numerous occasions with special mention for bravery whesKesgris life to save Gatton Manor
during a serious fire in 1934. Mr. Brownlow played a leading part in making Reigate Borough Police
the police national tug of war and First Aid national champions. He joined the army in 1944 and
landed in Normandy shortlgfter D Day and rose to the rank of major when he joined the control
commission to assist in the rehabilitation of occupied Germany for which he was personally thanked
by General Montgomery. He returned to the Boroudite@nd retired in 1948
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1992: The author then Chief Superintendent Bartletf in charge Eastern Division in his office
at Reigate alongside a picture of Chief Constable William Beacher



