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Window in Guildford Cathedra l 

Reigate Borough Police was formed 25th March 1864 from part of the Surrey Constabulary police 

district. Wartime consolidation of police forces meant that on 1st March 1943 the Borough became 

part of the Surrey Joint Police Force finally amalgamating, as was Guildford Borough Police, with 

the county Surrey Constabulary in 1947. 
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This is not an academic work; there is little analyses leaving the reader to absorb the operational and 

administrative detail that has been unearthed encouraging the use of imagination as to the way of life 

of the borough police officers and the impact they had on the Borough and their community. The 

force was to be in exitance from 1864 to April 1947 having been absorbed into the Surrey 

Constabulary along with the Guildford Borough Police in 1943. In addition to operational and 

administrative detail there are the reports of sporting activity between forces and against local teams. 

The sporting research undertaken by Jenny Tuffs, a former member of the Surrey Constabulary, 

brings to life the individuals who devoted their working lives the Borough.  Significant research has 

also been undertaken by Jean and Henry Pelham. 

There were several police forces in Surrey. The Metropolitan Police policed to the north from The 

Thames and Southwark out as far as Epsom so there never was one police force for the whole county 

until modern times. 

GUILDFORD BOROUGH POLICE: formed 20th January 1836. In 1851 the force was 

amalgamated with the larger Surrey Constabulary only to be re-formed three years later in October 

1854. Guildford Borough Police was again absorbed into Surrey Joint Police Force on 1st February 

1943 when its final strength was sixty-three officers. Large numbers of special constables were 

deployed in the borough during the two world wars. In 1947 the Borough was finally amalgamated 

with the county police. 

DORKING POLICE: Formed 1838 and incorporated within the county in 1851 

GODALMING BOROUGH POLICE: Formed in January 1836 and incorporated within the county 

in 1851. The Force was re-established in1858 and again amalgamated within the county on the 1 

April 1889. 

SURREY CONSTABULARY: The Surrey Constabulary was formed on 1st January 1851 when the 

small forces of Guildford, Godalming and Dorking were incorporated. The name was changed on the 

1 January 1993 to Surrey Police. (Surrey Joint Police 1943-1947) 

REIGATE BOROUGH POLICE: Reigate Borough was formed on 25th March 1864 withdrawing 

from the Surrey Constabulary. The Borough police was temporarily amalgamated on 1st March 1943 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 14 April 2022 

938at938@gmail.com 

3 

 

 

when it became part of the Surrey Joint Police Force finally in 1947 being incorporated within the 

county force. Large numbers of special constables were deployed in the borough during the two world 

wars. 

SURREY SPECIAL CONSTABULARY: During 1914 - 1918 War Surrey Constabulary had 2000 

Specials in addition there were special constables in the borough forces of Reigate and Guildford. 

The Special Constables Act of 1923 made a permanent reserve force.  1926 saw the issue of the first 

complete uniform - Surrey being the foremost in the country.  

SURREY JOINT POLICE FORCE: Existed as a wartime measure from 1 February 1943 when the 

Guildford and Reigate Borough Police forces were incorporated reverting to the name Surrey 

Constabulary on 1 April1947. 

SURREY POLICE: 1 January 1993 when the Surrey Constabulary name was replaced with Police. 

It was said at the time by some, that this was to avoid confusion between the term constabulary and 

police. 

The Surrey County Council History Centre at Woking has a significant collection of documents from 

the Reigate Borough Police. As always where any collection is reliant on chance survival, papers are 

missing and although this can be frustrating it is not crucial for this work which has not set out to 

capture every detail of the 83 years of policing the Borough. No attempt has been made to record 

every crime or even serious crime that was reported although in the early days there were few and 

were dealt with by the Head Constable and from those early days most significant events appear in 

this record. As the years passed more and more crime was recorded, symptomatic of the hard years 

of the 1930s, the growth in the population of the borough and the general availability of things worth 

stealing. Detection rates by modern standards were high but from the start the force suffered from 

London based criminals who came out on a ñday runò for a little looting before returning to the 

anonymity of the Big Smoke. 

The first ópoliceô in Reigate manorial days were borough and parish constables and it was not until 

1851 with the formation of the Surrey Constabulary there was a professional police organisation 

established in London Road, Redhill.  There was a later move to more suitable premises in Reigate 

and during these early days, there was a sergeant and six constables for whom the parish paid into the 

County rate. 

The 1835 Municipal Corporations Act created for the larger towns a corporation, mayor, alderman 

and burgesses. The mayor was declared to be a Justice of the Peace for the borough without a property 

requirement. The common law method of appointing constables was placed on a new basis with the 

establishment of a Watch Committee made up of the mayor and councilmen. 1 

Watch Committees were empowered at their discretion to appoint the head constable, make 

regulations for the management of the police and to discharge or otherwise punish any constable 

found remiss in his duties, provided at least three members are present when the award is made. 

 
 

1 A History of Police in England WL Melville-Lee 1901 reprint Kessinger Rare Reprints 2012 page 275 
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Borough constables are given powers to act in the county as well as in the town and were authorised 

not only to apprehend disorderly persons at any time, but during the night may take bail by 

recognisance from persons brought before them for petty misdemeanours, such recognisance to be 

conditioned for the appearance of the parties before the magistrate. 

In September 1863, which would lead to the beginning of a democratically elected and accountable 

local government. Representatives would go on to serve not only the interests of  

Almost 30 years later, in September 1863 Queen Victoria signed the Royal Charter of Incorporation 

and Reigate became an incorporated borough encompassing Reigate, Redhill, and the districts of 

Meadvale, Earlswood, Woodhatch, Tollgate and South Park. Merstham and Horley were not in the 

Borough. There soon followed the creation of the Borough of Reigate's own police force in 1864 

under the direct control of the Watch Committee with the mayor as chairman. There is no evidence 

of obvious conflicts recorded between the chief constable of the county and the Reigate council.  

There are no apparent references as to why the Borough adopted its own police force. It may well 

have been because they could and there was most likely an element of corporation pride.   

The charter would completely change the dynamics of the town which up until 1863 had been   ruled 

under a feudal system which had two lords of the manor running affairs. At the time of the signing of 

the charter, the lords of the manor had opposed the local campaign for municipal     borough status being 

granted to Reigate as it threatened their grip on power. 

The police were seen as a branch of the corporation with limited authority granted to the head 

constable or, as he was to become known, the chief constable. (The designation chief constable and 

head constable were interchangeable for most of the life of the borough police.) There was a huge 

difference between the background, authority and independence of action of a county chief constable 

and the head of a borough police. County chiefs were not normally police officers, frequently military 

men, often on a social level with the county quarter sessions magistrates with whom they worked and 

to whom they were ultimately responsible. Borough chiefs were invariably police officers and in the 

early days where forces had very few members, they were usually sergeants or inspectors from 

another area arriving on promotion. For the ambitious a career path of promotion in the police evolved 

allowing officers to transfer for advancement across the country from the Metropolitan Police, 

counties, or boroughs. 2 

A superintendent was appointed in 1864 at £90 p.a. plus quarters, a sergeant at 21/- a week and eight 

constables at 18/- a week.  The first head constable was George Gifford who lasted only nine days 

and was succeeded by George Rogers who held the post until May 1888 serving 24 years as 

chief.  The station house was at 3, Carlton Terrace, Redhill, alongside the Market Hall, but as there 

were no lock-up facilities prisoners had to be catered for elsewhere until a house in West Street, 

Reigate, was rented at £25 p.a. with the cellar converted to two cells. 

 
 

2 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
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In August of 1864 consideration was given to site a central police station near Shawôs Corner       and land 

for the purpose was purchased from Mr. Waterlow. The project never got under way and the land 

deal was eventually reversed. 

The head constable was the only senior officer of a body of men that the Watch Committee of the 

town council had absolute power to select, direct and dismiss, powers in the county held by the chief 

constable.3 There were in most borough forces inspectors who acted as deputy to the head constable 

and were normally career police officers. 

Within the Reigate Borough the early head constable as he was referred to, attended formal meeting 

very regularly with the Watch Committee and he wrote up his reports to them, in long hand in a bound 

volume. The results of his ñbegging to reportò are not given though somewhere in the bowels of the 

town hall the minutes of these meetings may have survived. There is little doubt that in addition to 

the formal meetings the mayor or chairman of the Watch Committee would have frequent contact 

with the police officers. The chairman or mayor was also a magistrate and would see the police 

officers regularly as they appeared in court as witnesses. Micromanagement was the norm ï the head 

constable even having to formally beg the permission of the Watch Committee to purchase new toilet 

seats for the cells! A PC was disciplined for not saluting a member of the Watch Committee! 

Being a branch of corporation government, the police officers, including the head constable, were 

given a variety of tasks, which today would be seen as local authority functions. The list is long, but 

this had advantages. It kept the officers busy but better still it involved them in all aspects of the 

community from cattle markets to shops, the sale of petroleum products to weights and measures. 

Many of these functions attracted fees, which were used to counterbalance the costs of running the 

police in the borough. 

The discipline in early police forces was harsh and restraint upon the private life of the constable was 

by todayôs standards extremely intrusive. Drunkenness was an issue, a huge problem and many 

officers across the country lost their jobs for drinking on duty, being found on licensed premises or 

even working there. Reigate had its share of discipline problems including the loss of a newly 

appointed chief officer who committed fraud in his last police force and ended up in prison. Officers 

had to wear their uniform both on and off duty and were unable to leave the borough without 

permission. They had no days off for some years and annual leave was very limited and even on 

leave, some forces insisted the constable reports to the police station where he is spending his holiday 

in case they needed his help!  

Being Borough men had advantages over the county. The men could put down roots, bring up their 

families and be close to parents and their extended families. If they were disciplined, they could not 

as in the county, be forced to pack up and move house at their own expense. County men moved 

frequently. There were always exceptions, but many moved their homes and families every two or 

three years or even two or three times in a year! A borough man had pavements and even some 

 
 

3 Carolyn Steeedman ñPolicing the Victorian Communityò page 43 
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lighting whereas the county man walked 20 miles a day often in mud and the dust of a hot summer 

day.  

It was a harsh life, but these were usually big tough men who no doubt resolved many issues with 

their hands around a dark corner. Not for them endless paperwork!  

Examples of the motto on cap badges:  

 

A copy of a chief constableôs cap badge Reigate Borough Police 
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Part of the window above the original Municipal Buildings entrance, depicting the arms of the original 

Borough of Reigate. The castle represents Reigate Castle and the shield above is that of William de 

Warenne who built the original Reigate Castle in the 11th century. The background to the arms is an 

oak tree.  

The motto of Reigate Borough Police that appeared on some cap badges "Never Wonne Ne Never 

Shall" refers to the victory of the men of Holmesdale over the Danes which supposedly took place in 

the late 9th century at a site between modern day Merstham and Redhill, known as Battlebridge.  

 

 In August of 1864 consideration was given to the siting of a central police station near Shaws Corner 

now on the A25 close to Redhill, and land for the purpose was purchased from Mr Waterlow.  The 

project never got under way and the land deal was eventually reversed.  A new police station was 

built alongside the Market Hall in 1866 and became the headquarters for the two towns.  Reigate's 

station remained, although it was moved from West Street to premises between the Public Hall and 

the Congregational Church.  The title of Superintendent of Police was changed to Head Constable in 

1870. 
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Reigate Municipal Buildings, housing the Town Hall on the left with the police station and court 

side on the right  

 

Entrance to the court and police station at Reigate Town Hall  

Cherchefelle was the original name for a part of Reigate. The house itself was built by Thomas 

Scawen of Great Doods on the site of an Inn called the 'Five Bells' that closed in 1770. For a time 

during the first part of the twentieth century it served as the Offices of the East Surrey Gas Company. 

Then from 1943 to 1972 it housed Reigate Police Station. It is now split for residential purposes. The 

building is grade II listed. Below is Cherchefelle, Reigate Police Station 4 

 

 

 

 
 

4 Painting owned by Mrs Lesley Saunders widow of Trevor whose father worked in the Borough as a county officer 
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Cherchefelle, former Reigate Police Station replaced by the police station on the main road 

between Reigate and Redhill in 1972 
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Redhill Police Station, London Road 

In 1863 Reigate Town Council became a borough by Royal Charter 

1864: Constables were restricted by not being allowed to go beyond the borough boundary when off 

duty without the consent of the superintendent or the mayor a restriction which was standard for other 

borough and county police officers. A further common restriction was the men had to wear their 

uniform on or off duty. Saluting was the rule when constables or sergeants met the head constable, 

the inspector members of the town council, their clerks and all Justices of the Peace and their clerks. 

1864 November 5 Riots Reigate: The Watch Committee minutes for the county constabulary of 

November 1864, authorised the Superintendent to, 'buy new hat to replace one destroyed by crowdò 

in Reigate. 5 

 

George Rogers Chief Constable Reigate 

 
 

5 Bernard Brown 1987 ñThe Reigate Policeò believed not published ï six pages 
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1864. Discipline was invoked when PC Stovell was fined for misconduct, PC Dashwood, and later 

PC Stovell, were discharged (reason not given), PC Foss was reprimanded and later fined five 

shillings, PC Ison was told to be more respectful and later fined one dayôs pay; PC Harling was 

convicted of stealing, and PC Serjeant was reprimanded for ñexposing an immoral article.ò 6 

1865: Drink  was the downfall of several PCs of the Reigate Borough Police including in 1865 PCs 

Baugh and Beddington were dismissed for being drunk. 7 

Inspector Miller  of the Surrey County Constabulary, lately stationed at Reigate, who has been 

dismissed the Force, after a long and meritorious service, for subscribing to a newspaper termed the 

Police Service Advertiser. And whether, in his opinion, the alleged ground of dismissal is justifiable; 

if not justifiable, whether he will recommend the reinstatement of Inspector Miller? Mr. Gathorne 

Hardy said, in reply, that he had no authority whatever over the county constabulary, which was 

placed under the magistrates of the county. It appeared, from inquiries made in consequence of the 

question of the Hon. Gentleman, that a man named Miller was dismissed by the chief constable of 

the Surrey Constabulary, who had absolute power to dismiss him, under, of course, the lawful 

authority of the magistrates. The justices, however, he understood, were about to investigate the case.  

1866: A new police station was built alongside the Market Hall in 1866 and became the headquarters 

for the two towns.  Reigate's station remained, although it was moved from West Street to premises 

between the Public Hall and the Congregational Church.  8 9 

PC 4 James King, Reigate Borough Police           - later Inspector 

1866 James King: Born in Chipstead, Surrey on 26th January 1840. He was baptised in the Parish 

Church on February 23, 1840. His father was also James King, born about 1811 in Merstham; an 

agricultural labourer and his mother was Elizabeth Dodd, born about January 1818 in Chipstead. On 

February 1st, 1866, he joined the Reigate Borough Police as PC No 4, but he resigned from his post 

about a year later. The Watch Committee offered to óplace him on first class payô, to keep James in 

the service a stratagem that seemed not to work as there is     an entry in 1869 when he is back in the 

force.  

1869 April  29: PC King from 3rd to 2nd class ï in the first three months no complaints have been made 

against him ï having previously served 18 months in this Force. 10 11 

He married Susan Merritt on May 6, 1867 and is recorded in the indexes of the Reigate District. (They 

could have married in Chipstead, but only a marriage certificate will show that fact). Susan Merritt 

was born in Old Alresford, Hants in January 1842 and christened in the parish church on February 6, 

1842. The 1871 census placed PC James King and Susan with their two sons were living in Linkfield 

 
 

6 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
7 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
8 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
9 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
10 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11 
11 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm  
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Street, Redhill. His widowed father, meanwhile, was a lodger, boarding at Lancets Cottage in 

Chipstead. He died soon after the census  

On September 21, 1874, James King was promoted to Acting Sergeant and confirmed as Sergeant 

James King on 8th February 1875 (He was 35 years old). About this time, the King family would 

have moved into one of the newly built houses in Cromwell Road, Redhill. They lived at number 71 

and later at 73. The family remained in Redhill, at least until 1891. When James King was promoted 

to Police Inspector in September 1893, that event may have occasioned their move to live in Reigate.  

James King retired in November 1898 (58 years old) having served for thirty years in his second 

employment with the Borough Police. He was presented with an illuminated testimonial, on vellum 

in an oak frame, and hand illustrated in gold, silver and blended colours. The Surrey Mirror raised a 

public testimonial fund for James King, which amounted to £71 -2s- 6d. James Kingôs retirement, 

which is reported as being an active time, lasted for just over 30 years and he died on Sunday, January 

7, 1929 ï 19 days short of his 89th birthday. His funeral service took place in St. Maryôs Parish Church 

in Reigate on Thursday January 11th, followed by burial, with his wife Susan, in Reigate Cemetery. 

 

Inspector James King 

1869: The office of High Constable for Borough police forces was formally abolished. 12 

1869 Report to Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent. 13  

 
 

12 A History of Police in England WL Melville-Lee 1901 reprint Kessinger Rare Reprints 390 
13 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11  
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(It is unusual at that time to see a reference to ñchief superintendentò in the borough. The Surrey 

Constabulary had a designated senior superintendent who was officer in charge of the Guildford 

Division and designated deputy chief constable for the force.)  

The earliest conduct book for Reigate Borough Police starts in 1869 and the archivist at Surrey Police 

HQ is unaware of an earlier volume in existence. None of the entries in the earliest volume state that 

officers transferred from Surrey Constabulary.14  

 

The original Reigate police station is shown left of the church in Reigate High Street15 

1869 5 February: The late PC Chapman who was dismissed by the Watch Committee has left the 

neighbourhood taking with him  two pairs of police trousers two pairs of boots and a police lamp and 

for whom George Rogers held a warrant for his apprehension. 16 

1869 February 5: The Head Constable asked the Watch Committee to order a sergeant and constable 

to move from the police station so he could have the premises put in proper order before he and his 

family moved in. 17 

1869 April 1: A burglary at the old church in Reigate was reported to the Watch Committee as was 

a second in St Matthews Church; from both the contents of offertory box were taken. 18 

1869 April  1: Fire at Featherstone Cottages, Warwick Town reported to the Watch Committee. It was 

put out by two constables and neighbours with buckets of water. 27 

 
 

14 Luke Franklin Surrey Police HQ email to author June 82012 
15 Picture Alan Moore 
16 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11 
17 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11  
18 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11  
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1869 April 29: PC King from 3rd to 2nd class ï in the first three months no complaints have been 

made against him ï he having previously served 18 months in this Force. 28 

1869 April 29: Head Constable visited the Marquis of Granby Public House, Water Street, Redhill 

and inspected to see if it was suitable for a Common Lodging House. The Head Constable also 

inspected premises licensed to sell petroleum.19 

1869 April  29: A reference is made to Warwick Town Police Station and Reigate Station 20 

(Warwick Town became Redhill) 

1869 June 11: The Force was inspected by Captain Willis the Government Inspector of Constabulary 

on the 27 May and expressed himself perfectly satisfied with the appearance of the men, the clothing 

and books but dissatisfied with the police station at Reigate. 21 

1869 September 3: 1869 8 October the Head Constable reported to the Watch Committee an 

attempted break at the house of Mr Hardy of Rooks Wood near the Croydon Road on the 3 September 

1869. There was no trace of the person(s) responsible. 

1869 October 8: PC Charles Bennet was fined one dayôs pay by the Head Constable having been 

found on the morning of the 6 September 1869 by Police Sergeant Townsend inside the White Heart 

tap drinking at 1245am whilst on duty. 22 

1869 October 8: Mark Deacon aged 21 was taken into the Force by order of the mayor. 23 

1869 October 8: The Head Constable asked the Watch Committee for two more constables during 

the winter months in consequence of the large increase of new buildings and new streets and roads 

and the rough class of labourer working on the new buildings, at the asylum and sewer works. Also 

for the purpose of preventing the numerous robberies that are taking place nightly. It was nearly 

five years since two men were added to the strength. 24 

1869 October 8: The Head Constable asked the Watch Committee for two more constables during 

the winter months in consequence of the large increase of new buildings and new streets and roads and 

the rough class of labourer working on the new buildings, at the asylum and sewer works. Also, for 

the purpose of preventing the numerous robberies that are taking place nightly. It was nearly five years 

since two men were added to the strength. 25 

1869 December 10: PC Charles Bennett was disciplined and dismissed. 26 

 
 

19 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11  
20 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11  
21 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11  
22 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11  
23 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11  
24 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11 
25 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11  
26 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11  
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1869 December 10: PC Charles Radbourne to receive his full  pay, he being on the sick list for last 

month and 3/6d being stopped. Ordered by the Watch Committee 27 (He died February 1870) 

1869 December 10: The Head Constable asked the Watch Committee to have traps and pans put into 

the closets in the police cells at the police station Warwick Town in consequence of the offensive 

smell arising from them at times. Watch Committee agreed the fitting of two siphon pans. 28 

1870: The title of Superintendent of Police was changed to Head Constable with additional duties as 

Inspector of Common Lodging Houses and Weights and Measures. This was not unusual and in fact 

was far fewer responsibilities than the similar post for Guildford Borough Police. County 

superintendents also held such responsibilities. 29 

In these early years, hours and conditions were onerous, as were the rules ï óNo PC to leave the 

borough without permission, nor to be in the borough out of uniform whether on or off dutyô - and 

the behaviour of the locals left something to be desired, for in May of 1882 the Watch Committee 

resolved, ñThat the Head Constable take steps to render the High Street more orderly on a Saturday 

evening.ò 

1870 March  20: A gratuity of £10 was paid from the superannuation fund to the widow of PC 

Radbourne who died on the 24 February having served 2 years and 4 months. A replacement constable 

for PC Radborne was appointed on the 17 March. 30 

1870 29 June: A burglary in a house where entry was gained through the billiard room and cigars 

and billiard balls stolen. Not detected. 31 

1870 September 13: Premises at the rear of the post office in Reigate were broken into but nothing 

was stolen. Undetected 32 

1870 September 13: The Head Constable reported to the Watch Committee a burglary on Reigate 

Hill  where entry to a house was made through the drawing room window after cutting a hole was cut 

through the shutters. The burglars also broke through the dining room door accessing downstairs but 

were disturbed after being heard by the householder and made their escape with a table cover. PCs 

Deacon and Roser of the County Constabulary stopped a man at the corner of Wray Lane with the 

stolen table cover. On Deacon taking his prisoner down Reigate Hill towards the police station he 

was met by another man who was supposed to be a confederate of the man he had in custody. Near 

the Yew Tree Public House, the constable was knocked down and both men made their escape. The 

criminals have not been found. 33 

 
 

27 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11  
28 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11  
29 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11 
30 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11 
31 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11 
32 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11 
33 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11 
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1870 November 12: The Head Constable George Rogers at 8.45am at the house of Mr Easton a 

bricklayer of Warwick Road, Redhill where ñI discovered a male and a female lying dead in the front 

room upstairs and who had supposed to have died from the effects of poison. The coroner was 

informed, and a description of the deceased was passed to the whole of the Metropolitan Police and 

to the Chief Constables of East and West Sussex. It was found that the deceased were Robert Walker a 

pot man of the White Horse PH at Lee (Kent), and the female was Martha Helen Mason a housemaid, 

also of the White Hart, Lee who had absconded from there on the 4 November.ò An inquest was held 

on the 16 November with a verdict that the two persons had poisoned themselves whilst in an unsound 

state of mind. 34 

1870 November 16: The Head Constable reported to the Watch Committee PC William Picket came 

on duty drunk at 3pm on the 25 October and was entered in the discipline book. 35(See 20 December 

1870 below.) 

1870 November 18: Double Suicide Redhill: An inquest was held at the Warwick Arms Hotel, Redhill 

touching the death of the young man and woman who were found dead in the bedroom at Warwick 

Road, Warwick-town. George Rogers, superintendent of the Reigate Borough Police said he found 

the bodies at Mr Eastonôs house on searching he found a letter dated 11 Nov 1870 in which both 

people being weary of life had agreed to die by poison and asked that God forgive two unhappy lovers. 

The poison had been bought in the neighbourhood. Both the deceased had been in service in the White 

Horse public house at Lee in Kent. The jury returned a verdict of temporary insanity. 36 

1870 December 20 PC Pickett was suspended and resigned. 37 

1871 PC Lewis was dismissed for drinking with poachers. 38 

1871 January 4: The Head Constable reported to the Watch Committee that three recruits had been 

appointed. 39 

1871 February 21: The Head Constable sought a salary increase from the Watch Committee as the 

workload was increasing caused by the ever-growing number of prisoners. 

1867 144 prisoners 

1868 151 prisoners 

1869 189 prisoners 

1870 255 prisoners 

 
 

34 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11 
35 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11 
36 Leeds Mercury 18 November 1870  
37 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11 
38 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
39 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers SCC CC98/22/11  
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The Head Constable Mr Rogers reported that since moving to the station house in 1869 the burden of 

taking charges, duties of attending night charges and attending to prisoners has increased 

significantly. By moving to the station, the corporation have saved the salary of sergeant or constable 

and saved £30 a year for rent and gas at his late home. 40 

1871 November 15: At 1245am there was a fire  at the Temperance Hotel, Holmesdale Road, Reigate. 

The Head Constable Rogers was informed, and he called out the Fire Brigade before going to the 

scene. The hotel was completely gutted, and the cause was unknown. Damage caused valued at about 

£900.41 

1871 the establishment of Reigate Borough Police had increased to sixteen. 42 

1871 December 16: A burglary at the shop of watchmaker a jeweller Mr Cooper between 11pm and 

7am. The burglars(s) took out a small pane of glass from the back door putting an arm through and 

unbolting the top bolt. A quantity of jewellery was stolen details of which were circulated in the 

Police Gazette. Mr Rogers made enquiries assisted by the Metropolitan Police and the City of 

London Police, but the crime remained undetected. PC William Buckland was on the beat. 43 

1872 February 1: Stolen between 7pm and 9pm from the bedroom of Mr Pearce, The Brokes, Reigate 

Hill a large quantity of jewellery. Entry was via the bedroom window by a ladder that was on the 

premises. Enquiries by Mr Rogers assisted by the London Police; the property was circulated 

throughout England. Undetected. 44  

1872 February 6: Burglary at the New Inn public house, Brighton Road between 1.30 and 6am. 

Stolen was a writing desk and £27 in gold from kitchen along with some old clothing. 45 

1872 February 7: Burglary at the premises of Mr Millen, watchmaker and jeweller, Station Road, 

Redhill between 1.30 and 8am. A large quantity of jewellery was stolen. Entry was by breaking a 

pane of glass in the back door, forcing a parlour door (not worried by the large retriever dog) and 

entered the shop. Property was also stolen from cases in the window. PC Buckland was on the beat. 

Undetected 46 

1872 June 16: Robbery at the house of Mr Drinkwater, Richmond Villa, Gatton Road, Warwick 

Town when a £10 note was stolen, £14 in silver and 6 shillings in copper. Entry was via a small 

window at the rear of the premises. Undetected 47 

1872 December 19: Stolen from the bedroom of the home of Mr Brown esq., of Woodhatch between 

4pm and 6pm a quantity of jewellery. Entry was via the front door, then upstairs taking a jewel box and 

 
 

40 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
41 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
42 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
43 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
44 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
45 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
46 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
47 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
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tea caddies into the spare room from where exit was made via a window onto the veranda. Undetected. 
48 

1873 saw the head constable granted an additional allowance of ñéÃ20 yearly for travelling and 

horse hireéò 49 

1873 February 6: Stolen between 11pm and 7.30am from the kitchen of Mr Roger Mostynôs house 

of Redhill when cutlery, table linen and food were stolen. 50 

1873 October 16: Statistics for the year 29 September 1873 179 persons proceeded against 

136 males and 43 females     6 committals for trial 

103 males and 29 females convicted 

149 (sic) committed to prison for different terms  51 

1873 November 30: Mr Elston of Chillmead Farm, Nutfield was violently assaulted and robbed on 

the footpath Copyhold Farm at 5.20 whilst returning home from chapel. The suspect is well known to 

the police and will shortly be apprehended. 52 

1873 December 13: A burglary at the home of Mr Martin, Oxford Road, Warwick Town; stolen was 

a quantity cutlery. The crime was believed to have been committed by a tramp. 53 

1874 PC Whiteland was dismissed for óbeing found in a house of Ill  fameô. 54 

1874 January 29: Cutlery was stolen from the dining room table of Mr Thomas North of Wray 

Common supposedly by a hawker selling brooms. 55 

1874 November 19: Crime figures for year ending 29 September 1874:  

11 indictable offences against 7 in 1873 

9 prisoners sent for trial ï 3 discharged for want of evidence 168 people summarily as 

against 179 in 1873 

4 for aggravated assault on women and children 

8 for obstructing police 

14 common assaults 

1 security to keep the peace 

4 for cruelty to animals 

 
 

48 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
49 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart  
50 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
51 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
52 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
53 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee 
54 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
55 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee 
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53 for drunkenness 

7 maliciously destroying fences 56 

1875: One officer was appointed detective constable in with a pay increase of 2s 6d 57 

1875: Became the rule that the Treasury provided half the cost for pay and clothing provided they 

were inspected and reported efficient. 58  

1875 May 12: Burglary (described as a robbery) between 2-4 pm house of Mr Harris, Nutfield House, 

Wray Park when cutlery was stolen. 59 

1875 May 29: Cutlery stolen from a house in Wray Park Road 60 

1875 June 3: Robbery (more modern term housebreaking or burglary) between 2-4pm in the drawing 

room of Mr Daniel Taylor of Linkfield Lane. Stolen was a champagne jug, three tea cadies and other 

property. Head Constable Rogers attended the burglary and then hired a horse and cart to go in pursuit 

of the thief. Near Caterham he stopped two men on suspicion, but they made their escape but nearly 

all the property was recovered. 61 

1875 August 15: Sacrilege: St Matthewôs Church, Warwick Town was entered between 8pm and 

10am and the contents of the offertory box stolen. 62 

1875 October 18: Mr Rogersô reports at his regular meeting with the Watch Committee that two men 

were detained near Kingston and were found to be the two men who ran off from Rogers at Caterham 

on the 3 June last. They now stand committed. 63 

1875 October 18: The Head Constable in his book of handwritten notes for the Watch Committee 

asks: ñI also beg to ask the committee to issue an order to the force prohibiting the constables from 

appearing in plain clothes when off duty unless by permission of the superintendent (also Rogers) 

and they should at all times appear in uniform when in the Borough.ò 64 

1875 October 18: The report to the Watch Committee included the weekly pay bill  of £27.5s. 2 ½d 

making an annual total for pay £355 0s 5 ½ d. 65 

1876 February 15: A reference is made in Rogersô notes to Detective Constable Jeffries who, on the 

9 March 1876 is appointed as detective sergeant with 1/6d added to his pay. 66 

 
 

56 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
57 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
58 A History of Police in England WL Melville-Lee 1901 reprint Kessinger Rare Reprints page 391 
59 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
60 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
61 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
62 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
63 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
64 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
65 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
66 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
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1876 June 12: At 10am a lady was robbed of her purse containing ten shillings, by two men in Church 

Walk, Reigate. 67 

1876 June 15: Property stolen from a bedroom in the Swan Hotel, Reigate 68 

1876 July 13: Housebreaking between 1.45 and 2.30pm at Hillfield House when cutlery was stolen 

from the dining room into which entry was gained through a window. Enquiries by Superintendent 

Rogers and Detective Sergeant Jeffries but the crime remained undetected. 69 

1876 September 7: Fraud Redhill: Surrey Sessions Newington Causeway: Thomas Watson aged 49 

an agent was indicted for obtaining by false pretences from the proprietor of the Railway Hotel the 

sum of £3.1s 4d. He stayed at the hotel running up a bill of £4.18s and to settle the bill gave a cheque 

for £10 on the Leicester Bank, which on being presented was dishonoured. A warrant was issued for 

his arrest, and he was detained in Scarborough.  Found guilty by the jury. Superintendent Rogers of 

the Surrey County Constabulary stated that the accused was wanted for 76 similar frauds. He was 

sentenced to twelve months hard labour. 70 

1879: The officers were obviously extremely zealous in performing their duties as the annual report 

for 1879 reveals that ó196 doors and 81 windows were found insecureô!   71 

 

Reigate Police 1879 Carlton Place Police Station by the Market Hall in Redhill 

Strength of 19 men with Head Constable Rogers on the left in a top hat72 

 
 

67 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
68 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
69 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee  
70 1876 7 September Morning Post 
71 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
72 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
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Murder  of George Noakes 

1880 April 26: Ann Noakes (36) was indicted for the wilful murder of William George Noakes. 73 

Amy Risbridger. I am a laundress, and a single woman. I have removed from 91, Cromwell Road, 

Redhill, to 101. I have known the prisoner, who is a widow, for some time, and had worked with her 

four months. She was a laundress, and lived in the Croydon Road, Reigate, and she had four children, 

the youngest of whom, the deceased, was, I think, 16 months old. As far as I saw, she was always a 

kind, affectionate mother to them. On Saturday, 31st January, I was at work for her and saw her. I did 

not see anything in her condition that attracted my notice. On the Monday I went to her house again 

at 8 a.m. She was down in the kitchen, and the deceased was playing with his brother. We all had 

breakfast, and she asked me to go out and take some clothes home for her that had been washed. I 

returned to the house and went out again to take out her weekly books. When I came back about 

10.30, she asked me to sweep up the kitchen. We had some lunch and she told me that she had seen 

the child's father, a man named Jenkins, and that he would not support the child. She also said if she 

could not have the child's father, she would not have anyone, and would make off with herself. She 

told me that she took Nelly that is the next youngest child to the deceased, to Mrs. Knight's at Redhill. 

She had made observations of the same character to me before, as to making off with herself, more 

than three or four times. When I was going home of a night, she said to me "Good-bye, Emmie," she 

called me Emmie, "you will not see me anymore; if I don't have the child's father, I won't have no 

one." And she said that Jenkins was corresponding with a girl in the Cromwell Road. She said that 

she had been to the superintendent's office and asked if she could swear the child; those are in 

substance the observations she made to me.  

After having lunch on this Monday morning, I went out about 10.45 to collect her some money and 

take home some clothes to the lady she washed for. She gave me two letters to post, I think I should 

know them again, I can't read but I think these (produced) are the two; I took them with me. As I left, 

she said, "Good-bye, Emmie, you won't see me anymore." When I got in the front gate she said to 

me, "Make haste back and then we will go down the town together." She seemed in great trouble 

about the child, she never appeared in any other trouble that I could see. There was nothing unusual 

about her when I left her that morning. She said she was going out for two or three days to frighten 

the child's father, she did not say when she was going. I said, "Don't talk like that, better days are 

coming, and summer as well." I said that when she said I should not see her anymore and it was after 

that she said, "Make haste back." I was gone about an hour and a half: I forgot to post the letters. She 

had given me the money to put stamps on them. I returned to the house about 12.30. I went to the 

back door and found it looked. I then went round to the front door and that was locked also. I then 

went in next door to Mrs. Smith's, and after what she said to me, I went back to the back door. I found 

the key of the back door in a window close by.  

I opened the door and went in and went downstairs into the kitchen. When I left the house, the 

deceased child was in the kitchen in the cradle, not undressed. There was no one in the kitchen when 

I returned, the cradle was there but the child's clothes were not. I found a letter on the table, and a 

 
 

73 http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/forms/formMain.jsp t18800426-428 
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blue envelope similar to this (produced), as far as I can judge this is the envelope. I took the letter 

round to Mrs. Smith. I then came back to the house with her and looked over the house. I found all 

the doors open except the prisoner's bedroom door on the first floor that was locked. I then went 

downstairs with Mrs. Smith and went outside to find some assistanceðwe went into Mr. Parsons's. 

Amongst other persons I saw Mr. Pym and Mr. Horneybrook.  

I gave the letter to Mr. Pym, he read it and handed it to Mr. Horneybrook to read, and he read it and 

handed it back to me. I afterwards gave it to Constable Stenning. Mr. Pym and Mr. Horneybrook went 

into the house with me and went to the bedroom door. Shortly afterwards Brown, the carpenter, came 

and burst open the door. I did not go in. Stenning, the constable, arrived shortly after. He went into 

the room and Dr Stone also when he arrived. About an hour and a half afterwards, after the doctors 

had gone, I went into the room. I saw the prisoner there in bed. The doctor had attended to her then. 

I saw her throat was bandaged up, I did not speak to her or she to me, her eyes were shut, she never 

spoke at all. It was about three or four o'clock. I did not know whether she was asleep or not. I gave 

the two letters that I had had to post to Stenning. 

Robert Brown. I am a carpenter, living in Meath Vale, Redhill. On Monday, 2nd February, between 

12 and 1, I was fetched to this house in the Croydon Road, Reigate. I saw Mr. Horneybrook outside, 

and we went into the house and went upstairs together. I tried the bedroom door first, and then forced 

it open and went into the room. I saw the prisoner and the child in bed, and blood on the bedclothes. 

I did not make any examination or touch the clothes. I stayed in the room till the constable came, and 

Dr Stone afterwards. 

Herbert Stone. I am M.R.C.S. practising at Reigate. On the 2nd February, between 12 and 1, I 

was called to this house in the Croydon Road. I went up to the bedroom on the first floor and I found 

the prisoner in bed, with her infant child lying beside her, lying obliquely across the bed with its face 

turned towards its mother. I found the child's throat was cut; there was a deep incised wound running 

across the neck, chiefly on the right side; it was deepest on the right side, and wounded the internal 

jugular vein;it was quite dead, and the extremities were commencing to be cold. It had been dead 

perhaps an hour. It was nearly 1 o'clock when I was there. The wound had been inflicted from right 

to left, I should say. The knife had evidently entered on the right side, the depth of the wound was 

there, and the tail of the wound seemed to be on the left side.  

I found the prisoner's throat was also cut; it was a horizontal cut in the neck, quite superficial, 

wounding only the skin and superficial tissues. She seemed in a weak state, but quite conscious. She 

answered me immediately I spoke to her. The wound had not bled a great deal, not sufficient to cause 

fainting or anything of that kind. I found this knife lying on the floor by the side of the bed on which 

the woman lay. I handed it to the constable; it was wet with fresh blood. The wound on the prisoner's 

neck was such as might have been selfinflicted. I attended to it. Two other doctors arrived and assisted 

me. I considered it necessary to put a straight jacket on her, to prevent her doing farther injury to 

herself. I feared she might tear out the stitches of the wound or tear off the dressing. I had stitched up 

the wound. I asked her why she had injured her child. She said that it was in order that it might not 

fall into the hands of that man. She also asked me to give her something to put her out of her misery. 

I made no reply. This conversation took place immediately after I had examined the child and herself. 

It was in consequence of that request of hers that I thought it necessary to put the straight jacket on 
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her. I had never seen her before to my knowledge; the death of the child was from haemorrhage from 

the wound. 

John Stenning Policeman 18 Reigate Borough Police:  I was called to the prisoner's house on 2nd 

February, a little before 1 o'clock. I went into the room before the doctor arrived. The prisoner and 

child were in the same position as when the doctor arrived, the position which he has described. As 

soon as I went into the room, I put my hand on the child's face and found it was dead. It was quite 

warm. I went round to the other side of the bed, where the prisoner was lying, and took hold of her 

hand. She said, "Oh, don't touch me! It is all through that bad, wicked man." I told her to keep herself 

quiet. She said nothing more at that time. When the doctor arrived, he handed me this knife. Before I 

went into the room the witness Risbridger handed me these three letters. I afterwards gave them to 

the superintendent. I went back to the room in the afternoon and stayed there. The prisoner made no 

further statement to me that day. I was not present when the superintendent charged her. About ten 

o'clock next morning she said to me, "It is all through Jenkins; I have been good and kind to him." I 

cautioned her, as I saw she was going to speak. She was removed to the infirmary on Tuesday, the 

3rd. I believe I was there with the nurse on Monday from 3 o'clock in the afternoon till 11 o'clock at 

night, and she did not speak. I was there on Tuesday from 8 till half-past 12 o'clock. The straight 

waistcoat and the stitching on her throat were still on her. 

George Rogers. I am superintendent of the Reigate Borough Police: I have produced the three 

letters, which were handed to me by Stenning. About 2 o'clock on Monday, 2nd February, I went to 

the house and saw the prisoner. I went by the side of the bed to her and said, "Mrs. Noakes, do you 

know me?" Her eyes were partly shut and partly open. She made no answer and took no notice. I then 

told her who I was. She opened her eyes and made a sort of nod, as much as to say she knew me. I 

knew her before. She had been to my station three or four times respecting this child. I think she came 

first about three weeks before the death of the child. When she told me the age, I told her she was too 

late to take proceedings, but she had better apply to the Magistrate's Clerk. She was in a very excited 

state each time she came. When I found that she knew me on the Monday I cautioned her in the usual 

way, and told her she would be charged, or rather, I charged her with the murder of her illegitimate 

child, then lying in the next room. She made no answer. I went into the next room, and then returned 

into her bedroom. She then said she was sorry for it but should not have done it if it had not been for 

that wicked man Jenkins.  

I have been a long-time superintendent at Reigate. I knew nothing of the prisoner before she came to 

my office about the summons. I knew she was living there, and employed by people of position and 

distinction, and was very much respected. She appeared to be a hard-working, industrious woman. 

She came to me three or four times about the child. I think on the Friday night previous she came in 

a very excited state and said she could not keep the child; she would give it to him. I told her she had 

better not do that, or she might be taken for deserting the child. She said that Jenkins had promised 

her marriage. I spoke to Jenkins about it, and reported the matter to the mayor, and, on an inquiry by 

the authorities he was dismissed, the same night this occurred. He would no doubt have been called 

upon to resign before that, because the mayor had called a Watch Committee three days previous. 

She was very excited on all these occasions. When she last came, on the Friday, I thought she scarcely 

knew what she was saying or doing. The child was in her arms; a clean, nice child. I told her not to 
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be so excited, to keep her temper, that some steps would be taken. I should be inclined to think, from 

the way she was exciting herself that she was not self-possessed, or conscious of what she said. 

Not Guilty on the ground of insanity at the time of the commission of the offence. Ordered to be 

detained until Her Majesty's pleasure he known. 

1880 8 May: Murder Reigate: Anne Noakes a widow aged 34 was charged with the wilful murder 

of her child William aged 16 months. Mrs Noakes had three children living in the Croydon Road in 

Reigate where she carried on the occupation of laundress. She was respectable and had a good 

reputation until two or three years ago when she became acquainted with a man named Jenkins a 

constable in the Reigate Borough Police. It appears that Jenkins had promised marriage following the 

birth of a baby in October 1878 but delayed continuously for a year when the time passed that he would 

have been liable for the support of the child. He then formed an association with another woman and 

expressed his intention of breaking of his relationship with Mrs Noakes who was fondly attached to this 

man. A few days later she wished several of her acquaintances ñGood-byeò and said she could not 

stand the scorn of her neighbours any longer. On February 2 the door to the house was found to be 

locked, and some persons forced it open. They found the prisoner and her child the latter dead, lying 

on the bed with their throats cut. When the woman rallied, she said, ñThis is all through that wicked 

man.ò Mrs Noakes recovered from her injuries and was charged with murder. She was acquitted on 

the grounds of insanity and ordered to be detained during Her Majestyôs Pleasure 74 

1881 Sacrilege Redhill:  At Southwark police court on Saturday Charles Gerdesedge aged 20 was 

charged with breaking into a church in the Borough and stealing from moneyboxes. A Metropolitan 

Police sergeant arrested him as he tried to run off. Mr George Rogers the Superintendent of the 

Reigate police said that the prisoner was tried at the Guildford Assizes in July last and sentenced to 

six months hard labour for breaking and entering the Congregational church at Redhill. He had 

previously broken into another church in the county. Sent for trial. 

1881 July 2 Surrey Mirror: King a labourer drunk, and incapable dealt with by PC King, Reigate 

Borough Police ï seven days hard labour in default of paying 10s fine including costs 

1881 July 2 Surrey Mirror: John Jones dealt with by PC Lee Reigate Borough Police who was given 

a great deal of trouble by the defendant when going to the lock-up. Fine 5s including costs. 

1881 July 23 Surrey Mirror:  Drunk:  Margaret Thomas Brighton Road, Redhill pleaded to drunk 

and incapable a case brought by PC Lee. Her first offence fined a nominal 5s and 5s costs. 

1881 October 8 Surrey Mirror: Drunk: Mary Bennet charged with drunk and disorderly in the 

Market Square refusing to be quiet and PC Lee obliged to take her into custody. Fined 5s or 7 days 

imprisonment. 

1881 October 29 Surrey Mirror: Sudden death: Inquest held at The Admiral, Nutley Lane, Reigate 

touching the death of 23-year-old young fellow who died suddenly in the street at midnight on the 24 

 
 

74 Ill ustrated Police News May 8, 1888  
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October. PC Lovelace found the deceased lying on the path in a pool of blood which was flowing 

from his mouth and nostrils. He at once blew his whistle and obtained the assistance of Sergeant 

Richards and PC Lee who ran for a doctor whose assistant soon arrived and pronounced the man 

dead. There were no external marks or signs of violence on the body nor anything to indicate a 

struggle. The victim had suffered from consumption and death doubtless resulted from ruptured blood 

vessel. The jury returned a verdict accordingly. 

1882: The formation of a new and separate constabulary in a borough with a population of less than 

20,000 was prohibited. Existing Boroughs such as Reigate however, continued under the Watch 

Committee. 75 

1882 May: Watch Committee resolved, 'That the Head Constable take steps to render the High Street 

more orderly on a Saturday evening.’   

1884 October 4 Surrey Mirror: Drunk: Caroline Whitfield charged with drunkenness in the High 

Street, Redhill on Wednesday at noon. Seen by PC Lee who obtained a stretcher to take her to the 

police station. Fined 5s and 5s costs or seven days. 

1885: Inspector Frederick Howlett. 1885 ï 1919: Came from the parish of Charing in Kent and 

applied to join the Reigate Borough Police on 7th May 1885. Aged twenty-one and single he stood 

five feet nine inches tall and had been a stableman. He gave his reason for wanting to change his 

occupation as 'getting too heavy for my work', presumably a reference to horse riding. 76 

 

 
 

 

75 A History of Police in England Wales L  Melville-Lee 1901 reprint Kessinger Rare Reprints page 391  
76 Father-in-law of PC Jock Mason ï from the biography of PC Mason http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
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Recruits: To be eligible to join the Reigate Police Force candidates had to be between 20 and 30 

years of age; stand at least 5' 8" without shoes; be able to read and write a legible hand; and be of 

good character and strong constitution. He had to provide certificates from at two well-known 

respectable persons. In 1885 the starting pay was £1-1-8, rising to £1-4-9 after 6 months and to £1-7-

8 after two years. 

1885 Reigate: Assault ï Vicar: At the Reigate police court on Saturday Rev. Benjamin Stewart 

Darbyshire was charged with having committed two assaults. In the first case Celia Tasker a nurse in 

the defendantôs service, stated that her master had thrown a piece of coal at her and then knocked her 

off a chair by a blow from his fist. He was said the girl in a violent temper and not sober. In the case 

of the second case the defendant was accused of throwing a chopper at a boy the son of a solicitor. 

He was fined 20s and bound over to keep the peace. 

1885 Reigate: The Reigate police are investigating the brutal and mysterious outrage, which was 

committed last week upon a woman on the highway between the town and Chipstead. Mrs Sturgess 

the wife of the gardener to Mr E Freshfield of Chipstead was returning from shopping at Reigate 

when a young man who met her suddenly turned round and reduced her to insensibility by repeated 

blows on the head, inflicting serious injuries. Mrs Fresh field has offered £100 reward. 

1885 Reigate: Kidnap? The extraordinary narrative told by the girl Bertha Dennis as to her being 

rendered insensible in a railway train by a woman placing a handkerchief over her face and then 

conveying her to a house where she was kept closely confined for nearly eleven weeks has been under 

investigation by the Reigate police, who have made such enquiries as they think necessary and have 

come to the conclusion not to pursue them any further without some better data to work on. In an 

interview yesterday the girl repeated the story, but it did not in some respects coincide with the story 

told to a constable. The whole tale is so vague that the authorities do not attach much credence to it. 

1885 April 30 Concealment Reigate: Superintendent Rogers from Reigate Borough Police went to 

Stowmarket to receive a prisoner Eliza Allard aged 19 who was then conveyed to Reigate. The 

prisoner who looked sad was brought before the mayor of Reigate on the 27 inst., charged with 

concealing the body of a male child. The prisoner worked as a kitchen maid in the service of Mr F 

Pawle of Northcote, Wray Park Road where she had worked for a fortnight. 77 

It was not known what her condition was. The defendant was unwell, and stains were seen on  her 

clothing. She was sent by cab to her sisterôs home. The mayor ordered a remand. 78 

1886 April 5: Central Criminal Court trial of Constance Eliza Martin (29) for the wilful murder of 

her female child in Redhill. Gave birth in a house where she was a domestic leaving that day and 

heading home to Kent. In Leigh, Kent the body of a child was found in a brown package by the side 

of the road. Witnesses could link the parcel to the defendant.79 

 
 

77 Ipswich Journal April  30, 1885 
78 Ipswich Journal April  30, 1885 
79 http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/forms/formMain. jsp t18860405-490 
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Frank  Frazer. I  am a Doctor of Medicine. I saw the body of a female child on Sunday, 24th January, 

at the Railway Hotel at Penshurst, and found that it was a fully developed child and well nourished. 

Externally it was very dirty; it had not been attended to since its birth. The umbilical cord had been 

severed about an inch and a half from the child by a clean cut. I also observed externally, about an 

inch above the right eyebrow, a slight bruise, which was filled with a clot, and the rim of the right ear 

was lacerated, but very slightly. Beneath the left ear there were, two parallel wounds, the upper one 

an inch and a quarter beneath the ear, and one inch from it; that was superficial, simply cutting through 

the skin, it was a cut. The wound beneath that was of a severe nature, one inch and a quarter in length, 

and forked in appearance; it branched, and the fork looked outwards, away from the chin. That wound 

cut through the skin and muscles and chief blood vessels, down to the bone, it divided the carotid 

artery, and caused the child's death. In my opinion that was the cause of death. There was evidence 

of it having bled considerably, the wound itself was full of blood, and there was blood outside the 

wound, which was slightly gaping. On examination internally I found that the lungs had been breathed 

through. The rest of the organs were healthy as far as I could see. I cannot say from looking at the 

blood that I found in the wound and outside, whether the wound had been inflicted after the child had 

breathed or before, probably after. Looking at the condition of the lungs I can only say that the child 

had breathed. 

The lungs were fully inflated. I think the wound must have been inflicted with a sharp-cutting 

instrument; a table knife would do it. Some degree of violence would be necessary to inflict  it. As to 

the power required, an effort of 12 would be necessary, I think, and the point of the knife would have 

to be sharp. The child might live half a minute after the wound in the neck, which severed the carotid, 

not more. 

William Arthur F : I am one of the Kent Constabulary stationed at Penshurst. On 25th January I 

went to Edenbridge, and saw the prisoner there at her aunt's house, and said to her "Were you at 

Penshurst and Leigh on Friday evening?" she said "Yes" I then told her that I should have to charge 

her with the murder of her child, and cautioned her in the usual way; I said "Whatever you say will 

be given in evidence against you" She said "If I speak the truth shall I get off?" I said, "I don't know" 

She then said "I put the child where it was found; I done it myself; I had it in my bedroom at Mrs 

Birkin's, at Redhill, and I stuck it, with a table-knife; it lived about 10 minutes"ðI had seen her about 

a fortnight before, at Christmas time, when she was at Leigh, and she looked then as if she was in the 

family way. 

Edward Alfred  Barnes. I  am Superintendent of the Kent Constabulary at Tunbridge. I was at 

Penshurst Station when the prisoner was brought there by the last witness. I told her the inquest was 

being held at the public house on the body of the child and asked her to go into Court. She said she 

did not want to go, and would rather not; she said, "I told Mr. Ford the truth, I don't want to say 

anything more" That same evening she was taken from Penshurst to Tunbridge. I wrote the charge 

down on a slate and read it over to her. The charge was that of murdering her child in the parish of 

Leigh, in Kent. She said "No, it was not at Leigh, it was at Redhill; I think it lived about ten minutes" 

On the following morning, Tuesday, the 26th, just before the Magistrates met, she sent for me, and 

said she hoped she would not have to say much when she got into Court. Later in the day she said, "The 

young man who is the father of the child promised to marry me after hop picking, he then threw me 
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up; my father is dead, my mother is in service, I had nowhere to go, and did not know what to do; I 

am very sorry if I have done anything very wrong." 

Eliza Birkin . I am a widow. I lived at Claremont Villa, Woodlands Road, Redhill, in January last. 

The prisoner came into my service as a domestic servant on 12th January this year. I had previously 

seen her at Penshurst, in Kent, and had seen her aunt, Mrs Wheatley; there before I engaged the 

prisoner, I noticed that she was a peculiar figure. I did not speak to her about it, but I spoke to her 

aunt after she had been in my service a few days. After the 12th January I found that she did not suit 

me, and I gave her notice on the 18th, and said that I would try and get her another situation. I did not 

tell her on what day she was to go, till Friday the 22nd, and on that day, about 10 o'clock in the 

morning, I told her she must leave that day. I had passed her bedroom and noticed marks of blood on 

the floor. I spoke to her about it and asked her if  it was usual with her. She said, "Yes, once a fortnight." 

It was after that that I told her that she must leave that day. Later in the day my dog ran down the 

garden and came back again. There is a rubbish-heap at the bottom of the garden, and when the dog 

came back his face was all over blood. When the prisoner saw the condition of the dog, I told her to 

wash him. She said, "He has been down to the rubbish-heap, where I went this morning." About half-

past two o'clock I sent for a cab for her to go away, and she went in the cab to the station. I saw her 

when she left and saw what luggage she took with her. She had a box and three parcels wrapped up in 

paper. I cannot say what kind. I cannot give you any idea whether any of them was of any use. After 

she had gone, I went down to the garden to the rubbish-heap and saw something there. I did not think 

it was anything at that time, but I went again next morning, and I thought it was a miscarriage. After 

she went that day I went into her bedroom, but I saw no more than I saw early in the morning. I looked 

at the bed; it was not marked much, but it was marked with blood. When I say the same day, I mean 

the day that she left. 

John Welfare. I live near Leigh, in Kent. On Friday evening, the 22nd of January, I was going home 

towards Leigh, and about a quarter of a mile before I got to Tabby's Corner, I saw a woman in the 

road; she was carrying a parcel in front of her as far as I could see it was a brown- paper parcel. She 

was going towards Leigh at the time I passed her. On the following morning (Saturday), about a quarter 

to eleven o'clock, I was passing Tabby's Corner on my way to work, and some boys called my attention 

to something at the side of the road. It was a dead child. It was at the left-hand side of the road, going 

towards Penshurst Station. It was just over the hedge, on the field side of the hedge. It was partly 

wrapped in rather light-coloured paper. I have not seen the paper since. It was about a quarter of a 

mile from the place where I had seen the woman the night before, nearer to Leigh. I then got the 

stationmaster to telegraph to Superintendent Barnes. 

Albert  Taylor. I am an instructing Constable of the Kent Constabulary, stationed at Tunbridge. About 

two o'clock on Saturday, the 23rd of January, in consequence of information, I went to Leigh, to a 

place called the Compasses, and about 70 yards from the Compasses, going from Penshurst towards 

Leigh village, I found first of all a sheet of brown paper with the name of Mrs Wheatley written in 

black-lead pencil on it. The paper was stained with blood and matter. Close to the paper was a piece of 

string. There was snow in the road at the time and I saw marks of blood at that spot. A few yards further 

down the road on the field side of the hedge I found the body of a child. The head was partly covered 

with snow and the legs were slightly inclined upwards. It was lying on its back and was partly covered 

with lightish coloured paper, and the body was covered with blood and matter. I noticed a wound 
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under the left ear. I put the body into a basket and took it first of all to the Railway Hotel at Penshurst. 

On the next day I delivered it to Dr Fraser, of Leigh 

William Arthur Ford. I am one of the Kent Constabulary stationed at Penshurst. On 25th January I 

went to Edenbridge, and saw the prisoner there at her aunt's house, and said to her "Were you at 

Penshurst and Leigh on Friday evening?" she said, "Yes." I then told her that I should have to charge 

her with the murder of her child and cautioned her in the usual way; I said, "Whatever you say will 

be given in evidence against you." She said, "If I speak the truth shall I get off?" I said, "I  don't know." 

She then said, "I  put the child where it was found; I done it myself; I had it in my bedroom at Mrs 

Birkin's, at Redhill, and I stuck it, with a table-knife; it lived about 10 minutesò Cross-examined: There 

was a little conversation about family matters, I being her cousin. 

George Rogers. I am Superintendent of Reigate Borough Police. I fetched the prisoner from 

Tunbridge to Reigate on Saturday, 8th January. I told her who I was, and that I should take her back to 

Reigate or Redhill to be charged with the murder of her child; I had cautioned her previously; she 

said nothing then, but on the road from Tunbridge to Redhill she said she was very sorry, she did not 

know how she came to do it. I think she said the child had been born about 2 or 8 o'clock in the 

morning. 

Guilty of endeavouring to conceal the birth: Two Years Hard Labour.  

1886 October 24: Burglary Redhill: - Sessions: Robbery from a jewellerôs shop: Henry Carvell, 44, 

labourer pleaded guilty to breaking a plate glass window and stole a gold watch- and other articles. 

George Bonham the assistant gaoler at Guildhall police court proved a previous conviction with 

twelve months in prison for another robbery of jewellery. The police had lost sight of him for some 

years. He was sentenced to 18 months hard labour. 

1886 December 23: Theft Reigate: At the Middlesex Sessions Thomas Draper, 34, was indicted for 

stealing a teapot, a gun and conspiring to obtain by false pretences a tea and coffee service value of 

£3 with intent to defraud. The defendant was in the habit of taking apartments, answering 

advertisements in the newspapers, obtaining goods and not paying for them. Sergeant Jeffries of the 

Reigate Borough Police arrested him on the 18 November at his rooms in Redhill. He was sentenced 

to penal servitude for five years. 80 

1888: By the first Municipal Corporations Act any borough so disposed was allowed a separate 

police force on the understanding that, in the case of towns containing less than 5000 inhabitants all 

expenses connected with the maintenance of such forces should be borne by the borough availing itself 

of the privilege. In 1888 this power of choice was restricted and all boroughs which at the last census 

failed to show a population of 10,000 were amalgamated for police purposes with the county to which 

they belonged; if however, any borough entitled to have its own borough prefers amalgamation it is 

permitted to contract with the Standing Joint Committee of the county in which it is situated for the 

establishment of a consolidated constabulary under the general disposition and government of the 

Chief Constable of that county, the powers of the Watch Committee remaining in abeyance as long 

 
 

80 1886 23 December Theft Reigate Morning Post 
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as the contract lasts. A larger measure of autonomy was secured by the Local Government Act for 

certain boroughs called County Boroughs, being those which were either counties in themselves before 

the passing of the Act or had an estimated population of at least 50,000 on the 1 June 1888. 81  This 

change in the regulation of police forces had no impact on Reigate Borough Police. 

1888 May 19 Surrey Mirror: Vagrancy: Mr. William Pearson the new superintendent of police 

Reigate Borough Police saw the defendant going from house to house apparently begging and took 

him into custody. Other convictions were proved. Sentenced to one monthôs hard labour 

1888 May 19 Surrey Mirror: Vagrancy: A similar offence was proved against John Davis a tramp 

by PC Lee. A monthôs imprisonment with hard labour. (PC Lee a total abstainer) 

1888 July 21 Surrey Mirror:  Drunkenness: Ellen Smith a married woman who did not appear was 

summoned for being drunk in Garlandôs Road, Redhill PC Hammond with the assistance of PC Lee 

took her home. Fined 7s 6d or 14 days. 

1888 August 18: Reigate Borough Police cricket match v Redhill Tradesmen: Borough police: PCs 

Harding, Gadd, Watson, Inspector Evans, PC Taylor, PC Howlett, Sergeant King (captain) 

Superintendent Pearson, PC Lee PC Perry, PC Hazleden.82 

1888 August 25 Surrey Mirror: Stealing gooseberries: Four boys charged with stealing gooseberries 

and three others for aid and abetting, Station Road, Redhill. PC Lee heard the lads arranging who 

should steal the gooseberries from a garden. On seeing PC Lee after stealing the gooseberries they ran 

off but were identified at St Matthews School. Fined 1s and 1s 6d costs each. Parents paid the money. 

1888 May 1: Head Constable George Rogers Reigate Borough Police retired on a pension of £55 

a year and in William Pearson of the Chesterfield Police aged 33 was appointed to the post. 83 There 

were six final candidates from fifty applications. Pearson was to improve the discipline of the force.  

1888 December 4: False Pretences Reigate: Florence King 18, pleaded guilty at Surrey Sessions to 

an indictment charging her with obtaining three boots by false pretences. Chief Constable Pearson of 

the Reigate Borough Police went to the loser saying she was the daughter         of a well-known lady and 

had been sent for the boots. She was the daughter of hard-working people and had been of exemplary 

character, she apologised and said her father was out of work. The girl had been in prison since the 

16 November and the chairman said he hoped this had been a lesson and sentenced her to one dayôs 

imprisonment.84 

1889 January 26 Surrey Gazette: James Barton Linkfield Lane, Redhill, summoned for allowing a 

horse to stray. The horse was stopped by PC Lee when it was galloping along the road. Some boys 

 
 

81 A History of Police in England WL Melville-Lee 1901 reprint Kessinger Rare Reprints 2012 page 393 
82 1888 August 18: The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
83 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
84 1888 4 Dec False Pretences Reigate Morning Post 
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had approached the horse and beat it and it rushed off. Case dismissed as no negligence on the part 

of the defendant. 

1889 July 6: Croydon Chronicle and East Surrey Advertiser: Our Parade at Cricket ï On Thursday 

last the Reigate Borough Police, who were two men short, for whom Shuter and Walby were 

substitutes played a match with Earlswood at Earlswood. The match ended in a draw at the call of 

time only 25 runs were wanted for the Asylum to win. Dr Jones, the Medical Superintendent of the 

Asylum was bowled out by the first ball of PC Taylor, who also made a splendid on handed catch. Mr. 

Shuter (substitute) of the New Inn, Brighton Road unfortunately had a severe blow in the eye while 

keeping wicket and was obliged io retire. After the match Dr Jones provided tea for the teams and his 

kindness was much appreciated. 

1889 August 17: Surrey Gazette: Forthcoming cricket match ï It is understood a cricket match has 

been arranged to take place on 21st between Captain Nickallsô team and the Reigate Borough Police, 

the match to be played on the Pattison Court Ground, the beautiful residence of Mr. T Nickalls. It is 

anticipated that this match will be a keenly contested one. 

1889 August 24: Surrey Gazette: Cricket ï Reigate Borough Police v Mr. Nickallsô Team - On 

Thursday last a cricket match between the Reigate Borough Police, assisted by three tradesmen, and 

a team of gentlemen brought together by Captain Nickalls from Lewes, Dorking and other places was 

played on the Pattison Court Ground. The match throughout was played with keen yet friendly rivalry 

and resulted in a win for Captain Nickallsô team. The head constable Mr. Pearson desires on behalf 

of the borough police to thank Mr. Nickalls for the great kindness and courtesy with which he 

entertained them. Excellent refreshments were served by Mr. Nickalls who was so pleased with the 

manner with which the police conducted themselves that he invited them back for a return match at 

the end of next month. 

1889 September 24: Surrey Gazette: Reigate- Novel Cricket Match: The novel cricket match 

between the Reigate Borough Police and the Reigate Sunflower Minstrels, which had been looked 

forward to with so much interest was played at the Priory Cricket Ground on Wednesday last and 

resulted in a win for the Minstrels. The game throughout was a most interesting one and was witnessed 

by a large number of spectators, a collection being made throughout the day for the widow and family 

of the late Constable Harding. * The minstrels took the field in costume and of course with blackened 

faces, one or two of their members being dressed in female attire. The proceeds were in aid of the 

Cottage Hospital. In the evening  the minstrels gave a vocal and instrumental concert. 

*  Constable William Harding had been a constable in Reigate Borough Police for six years and  lived 

in Garlands Road. He died after an illness of six weeks and was interred at Reigate Cemetery. A full  

report of his funeral was placed in the Surrey Gazette of 21st September. 

1890 October 15: Thursday: About ten oôclock last evening Head Constable Pearson of the Redhill 

(sic) Borough Police received information that a burglary had been committed at Reigate Priory the seat 

of Lord Henry Somerset. It seems that the Marchioness of Anglesey was in residence and whilst at dinner 

the residence was entered by burglars who obtained entrance by placing a ladder procured from the 

adjacent premises, against the bed-room window. Having effected entry they placed wedges under the 

doors to stop them being interrupted and succeeded in carrying off diamonds, watches and jewellery. 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 14 April 2022 

938at938@gmail.com 

32 

 

 

An alarm was raised, and the household turned out in pursuit. Their progress was however checked by 

a network of wires placed across all paths leading from the house and the burglars had at least half an 

hourôs start before Head Constable Pearson and Inspector Prior took up the chase.85 

 

1890 the first  inspector was appointed, Charles Prior.86 
 

1891 March:  Embezzlement Redhill:  At Reigate Police Court on Saturday Barnham Baker a clerk 

to Messrs Rickets, Smith and Co., at Redhill was charged with embezzlement involving £1500 or 

£1600 absconded in March and was apprehended in London on Friday night. He was remanded. 

1891 June 11: William  Pearson Head Constable resigned in 1891 replaced by William Morant. 

Pearson had been found by a police sergeant playing cards in one of the principal hotels in Redhill at 

four oôclock in the morning. Mr. Pearson resigned on 11 June 1891and took employment outside the 

police in Northumberland. There were 18 candidates for the role of Head Constable reduced to six 

including Charles Prior of Reigate, with other applicants from Bootle, Margate, Morant of Reading, 

Canterbury and Bury.  Mr. Morant aged 32 was given to appointment.87 

William George Morant joined the Edinburgh Police in 1882 where he served for three years before 

transferring to the Metropolitan Police where he stayed for over four years before joining Reading 

Borough as chief constable. From 1891 to 1894 he served in Reigate Borough Police before 

transferring to South Shields. His distinguished service was recognised by thew award of an OBE. 

 

Mr. Morant and his medals 

OBE, Order of St John of Jerusalem, Kingôs Police Medal, Queen Victoria Jubilee medal, 

George V 1911 Coronation Medal, Order of Leopold 11 King of the Belgians (For work 

during First World War)  

 
 

85 1890 15 October The Standard 
86 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
87 British Police History website https://british-police-history.uk/f/reigate-borough 
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1891 Census population of Reigate Borough 22,646 in 4126 houses on 6006 acres. 88 

1891 August 7: Croydon Observer: Cricket between Reigate Borough and London Police- The 

Reigate Borough Cricket Club, which is now on the high road to popularity, played a match at 

Earlswood Common on Tuesday against the London City Market Constables Cricket Club who 

brought their families with them making it a happy holiday in lieu of the Bank Holiday, which is of 

course debarred to those who have to keep the peace for that day. The home team put in a fairly strong 

eleven captained by PC Skeggs and the City eleven, although several of their best men were absent 

were in good force. The visitors won the toss and went to the wickets against the bowling of Skeggs 

and Taylor. The two bowlers were well on the wicket. Taylorôs breaks being very treacherous and 

doing much damage while Skeggs also gave no less trouble and was very untiring in his delivery 

throughout the innings. The wickets fell to them in fairly rapid succession, but very little excitement 

was caused by the batting, hard hitting being very seldom indulged in. Stacey kept his wicket up in 

admirable style and showed some pretty play. 

The fielding of the Reigate Borough Police was very good, some brilliant stops being effected 

although they had little opportunity for catches. After about two hours the last wicket fell and the total 

stood at 53, this gave the home team hope of being victorious in return for their defeat of the last year. 

An adjournment was then made for luncheon in the marquee. Play was later resumed, heavy rain 

during the luncheon making the grass very wet and the wicket tricky. The home team were expected to 

knock up a good score as it was understood the opponents had no good bowlers, whether that was so 

or not the wickets fell with astonishing rapidity to Stacey and Landsell and the innings fell after less 

than an hour at 34 runs., a rather disappointing total. The visitors without loss of time again went in 

when Stacey maintained his popularity as a batsman as when time was called still had his wicket intact 

and 37 runs to his name in the total of 57 for two wickets. The visitors therefore won on the first 

innings. The teams then sat down for tea and were entertained by Redhill Town Band, afterwards 

there was dancing and a walking and running race, Head Constable Meirs undertaking to walk 100 

yards while PC Howlett and Mr. T Spalding ran 180.The Head Constable, who is a splendid pedestrian 

won by a couple of yards, Howlett was second and Spalding who had made a bad start, a good third. 

Quoits were also played throughout the day. 

1891 August 8: Surrey Mirror:  Three days cricket at Shagbrook97 Three days of cricket has been 

held at Shagbrook in the grounds of Carr Saunders esq., The first match on Saturday being between 

Reigate Borough Police and Shagbrook Cricket Clubs which resulted in a victory for the latter by 

seven wickets and 74 runs. PC Skeggs doing good service by taking nine wickets. The game was 

witnessed by a goodly number of spectators and at about 5 oôclock the players sat down to tea 

provided in a tent in the cricket field.89 

 
 

88 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 6th Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1899 
89 On the A25 to the west of Reigate on Reigate Heath 
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1891 August 28: Croydon Observer: Reigate Borough Police v Kingswood - This return match was 

played at Earlswood Cricket Club on Thursday last but in consequence of the heavy rain had to be 

abandoned before Kingswood had completed an innings. 

1892 October 26 Burglary Reigate William Aldridge, James Maxwell and George Weldon were 

arrested at Croydon on Sunday morning with a large quantity of valuable property in their possession, 

were at Reigate Borough Police Court yesterday charged with burglary of Northcote, Wray Common, 

Reigate the residence of Mr Frederick Pawle JP and stealing a gold mounted Malacca cane and a 

number of other articles on the 23rd instant. Mr W G Morant Chief Constable of Reigate said that 

between midnight on the Saturday and 5am on the Sunday the house was entered by burglars and a 

great number of valuable articles stolen. An entry had been made via the dining room window, forced 

by a jemmy. The jemmy produced was found on Aldridge and comparing it with the marks on the 

window it corresponded exactly. The prisoners were remanded in custody. 90 

1892 November 5: Burglary Reigate Northcote; Tuesday: Head Constable Morant said that since the 

last remand he had made a further examination of the prosecutorôs premises and found that the door of 

the dining room had been considerably damaged with a chisel which was in the prisoner Maxwellôs 

pocket when he was arrested. In the morning room five drawers had been broken open and there was 

a circular hole in a desk, which had been made with a centre bit also found on Maxwell. The pair of 

boots and socks left behind by Weldon who had that morning identified them. The prisoners reserved 

their defence and were sent for trial at the Assizes. The bench praised the work of the Croydon Police. 
91 

1892 November 26: GO 376: PC Thomas Barber was found drowned in a pond near Redhill  on 

Sunday morning the 20 November. ñHe had been under the influence of drink for some days   previously 

which no doubt led to the commission of the rash act that terminated his existence.ò  (Surrey 

Constabulary officer) 92 

1892: Police Returns Act requiring police statistics to be submitted ï replacing the County and 

Borough Police Act requirements of 1856. 93 

1893 January 5: Burglary Reigate Thursday: Francis John Davis (33) was indicted at the Surrey 

Sessions yesterday for breaking and entering the dwelling house of Lady Henry Somerset, The 

Cottage, Park Lane, Reigate and stealing a quantity of china, telescopes and other articles the value 

of £50; and George Killick with receiving a portion of the property knowing it to have been stolen. 

On November 27 the prisoner was seen in the neighbourhood of the premises where later that a plate 

glass window was removed. Two rooms were ransacked,   and a quantity of china and other goods 

stolen. Soon after Inspector Hendly arrested Davies who had deposited some of the property at a 

common lodging house called the ñPeartreeò at Reigate after which the other prisoner disposed of the 

clock, which was stolen during the burglary. The jury found both men guilty. Numerous convictions 

 
 

90 October 26, 1892: The Standard 
91 1892 1 November: The Standard 
92 Surrey History Centre Surrey Constabulary General Orders Book 1851- 
93 A History of Police in England WL Melville-Lee 1901 reprint Kessinger Rare Reprints 2012 page 340 
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for felony and other offences were proved against Davies and Killick was found to have a conviction 

for assault. Davies sentenced to 18 months and Killick three months both with hard labour.94 

1893 June: The Times: Minnie Wells killed two of her children in Reigate. (See 22 October 1894) 

1893 June 16: Croydon Observer: Cricket - It was a real pity that Taylor and Skeggs were so 

reckless as to have scored 5 and 1 respectively in the first innings of the Reigate Borough Police v 

Tunbridge Wells Force match, played at Meadvale on Thursday. They are scarcely to be excused, for 

certainly their doing so spoiled the uniformity of the scoring on their side. Every other one of their 

team was scrupulously careful not to go beyond the stage of a duck, these two records regularly 

spoiled the outline beauty and simplicity of the game. Master ôextrasô was responsible for the 

remining 12 of the total score of 18. In their second endeavor however, they improved their first score 

accomplishing 24 for seven wicket, Sgt King being top scorer on eight and Lee with six not out. 

Tunbridge Wells exceeded their opponents score by five runs but ran up a sound total of 75 in the 

second innings. It is hoped Skeggs and Taylor will  act with more prudence and respect for uniformity 

the next match they engage in. 

1893 August 11 Croydon Observer: Reigate Borough Police v London Central Meat Market- Played 

on the Priory Ground on Wednesday afternoon. The Londoners went to the wicket first and 

accumulated a score of 48. The óbobbiesô taking up the defensive could not be got rid of until they 

had aggregated 161.Theremarkable feature of the innings was the splendid display of PC Skeggs who 

scored 81 not out. The Londoners going into the wicket a second time fell like grass under the well-

directed bowling of PC Watson who alone took seven of their wickets and retired with 58 to their credit. 

The home side thus winning by an innings and 59 runs. Taylor and Skeggs secured five each of the 

Londonersô wickets in their first innings. 

1894 June 2: Surrey Mirror:  Reigate Police v Holmethorpe- A match between Holmethorpe 

C.C. and an eleven of the Reigate Borough Police was played on the ground of the former and resulted 

in a win for the home team by six wickets. Wright and Chatfield bowled well for the winners, the 

former taking ten wickets for only 18 runs. For the losers PCôS Skeggs and Watson bowled well, the 

latter also made top score in bowling. 

1894 June 30: Sussex Agricultural Express: Redhill Tradesmen and the Police at Cricket- The 

annual cricket match between the tradesmen of Redhill and the police was played on Earlswood 

Common on Wednesday, ending in a victory for the former by 14 runs on the first innings. This was 

the eighteenth contest between the rival teams, the first taking place in 1884, when the then Head 

Constable Rogers was responsible for the peace of the borough, in fact it was through him and Mr. 

Pick, the late tradesman that the fixture was arranged, and it has been observed annually ever since 

with the exception of one year. Of the eighteen matches the tradesmen have won eleven. 

 
 

94 1893 5 January: Birmingham Daily Post 
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1894 August 4: Sussex Agricultural Express: The Reigate Sunflower Minstrels v Reigate Borough 

Police- Cricket match, Promenade Concert and Illumination. What was described as ñthe cricket 

match of the seasonò took place on the Priory Ground, which was kindly lent by the committee of 

that club on Wednesday. The contestants were the Sunflower Minstrels and the Reigate Borough 

Police, the event was under the patronage of the Mayor and Mayoress of Reigate and the governors of 

St Anneôs Schools to which institution the proceeds will  be given. The game was announced to 

commence at half past one but shortly before this a drizzling rain commenced to descend and this 

continued till  close in 3 oôclock when it ceased and fortunately cleared up, the sun shone for the 

remainder of the day. 

The toss was won by the police and PC Skeggs, their crack batsman and Acting Sgt Lee were followed 

to the wickets by the minstrels in costume. Skeggs was dismissed in a few minutes being bowled by 

Gibbs for five, while Lee was out to Thorpe after making ten runs, this being the highest score by an 

individual policeman. Three quarters of an hour saw all the ñmen in blueò disposed of for a total of 

33. About half an hour later the minstrels took their place at the wickets, Thorpe put together 78 and 

was bowled by Taylor and Miller made a good stand running up 33(?). George Heather, as clown 

caused great amusement while batting, he had an enormous bat and his antics enlivened the company 

very much, at about a quarter past six the Sunflowers innings finished for 159 thus they won by 126 

runs. It should be mentioned that the police wore their uniforms and Mr. Sanders jun., better known 

in connection with the minstrels, perhaps as ñMiss Sandersò effected a capital representation of a 

young lady dressed in three heights of fashion while all the dresses were more or less picturesque. At 

seven oôclock a promenade concert was given and at dusk the grounds were illuminated with fairy 

lamps and Chinese and Japanese lanterns. No idea of the sum to be handed to St Anneôs Schools can 

yet be given but it is understood that 4,000 tickets were printed and nearly all sold and the takings at 

the gate were considerable. 

1894 August 10: Croydon Observer: Reigate Fire Brigade v Reigate Borough Police- This match 

played at Ivanhoe, Wray Park Reigate on Saturday resulted in a win for the police by an innings and 

12 runs. For the latter Taylor and Skeggs handled the leather in such a manner as to indicate that if  

these guardians of the public peace have been unfortunate once or twice they are not to be trifled with. 

Dr Palmer, Taylor, Skeggs and Watson contributed some useful additions to the batting. 

Murder  Minnie May Wells and Lilly  Mary  

1894 October 22: Central Criminal  Court . Minnie (23) was indicted for and charged on the 

Coroner's Inquisition with the wilful  murder of Minnie May Wells. 

Harriet Creasy: I am a widow, and live at 5, Worcester Cottages, next to the house occupied by the 

prisoner and her father. I have known the prisoner eight years last December. On the 21st of May she 

went to London; she said she was going to the Lambeth Union to be confined. She returned home on 

Monday, 11th June. She was away three weeks; I saw her in the evening when she came home. I had 

been minding her little girl, three or four years old, while she was away. She said someone was going 

to take the child; she was going to take it to London on the following Monday, the 18th. On Sunday, 

the 17th, I saw her again between seven and eight in the evening. She brought the baby in to me to 

see it before taking it away on the following day and said someone was going to adopt the child. She 

said, "Look at it for the last time; I am going to take it to London to-morrow". Mrs Ritchie was there 
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at the time. On Monday, 18th, I saw her again when she was moving her things, but I did not take much 

notice of her. I saw her in the garden. I was away all day at work. On the 18th I saw her when she 

came back from London, somewhere about eight. There was no train to Reigate at that time. One of 

my children said she had come home. Mrs Ritchie called me, and I went in and saw the prisoner sitting 

by her side, looking wet and dirty. She said it was London mud. I don't think I said much to her. I went 

and got some things for her. She changed her things at Mrs Ritchie's. Her clothes were very wet and 

dirty; her boots and stockings were wringing wet, and there was red sand and dirt; it did not look like 

London mud. I took her and her little girl, four years old, into my house that night, to sleep in my 

children's bed. She had done so before when she had had words with the father of the child, Ted Hurst. 

She stayed with me till the 21st when the police came and took her. 

James Brooks: I am a day porter  at Lambeth Workhouse. On the 21st of May last the prisoner was 

admitted to the workhouse by me. She gave the name of Minnie Wells. She was confined in the house. 

When she left on the 11th of June, I asked her to produce the two children. She showed them to me, 

wrapped in a shawl on her left arm, and dressed in ordinary baby clothing. I afterwards saw the two 

bodies at Reigate Police-station. They were the same children that left the workhouse on 11th June 

with the prisoner. When she left, she told me she was going to Reigate. 

Ellen Boust: I am a midwife at Lambeth Workhouse. On the 26th of May this year the prisoner was 

admitted into the lying-in ward, and she was delivered of female twins. I saw them for sixteen days 

and washed and cleansed them. They were fairly healthy children. I was present when they were 

christened; one Minnie May, the other Lilly  Mary. Minnie May was the larger of the two and had a 

wart near the right eye. On 25th June I saw two children's bodies and identified them as the two 

children of which the prisoner had been confined. 

James King: I am Inspector of Police at Reigate. On the morning of 21st June, about half- past 

eight, Walden gave me information as to what he had seen in the moat; I went there and saw the body 

of the child partly floating in the water; I took it out and took it to the Police- station. The body was 

about eight feet from the parapet of the bridge. There is no current or stream in the water. When I got 

the body out of the water the hands were tightly clenched, and drawn up close to the breast, and were 

full of black mud. The head and ears were also full of black mud. I noticed nothing else particularly 

then. When I took it to the station, I thoroughly examined it. There were no clothes on it whatever, it 

was quite naked. There were no marks of violence upon it whatever. In my judgment I should say it 

had been about forty-eight hours in the water. There was a small mark on the right cheek, close to the 

lobe of the ear. It was a female child. There were four vaccination marks on the left arm. 

George Jeffrey: I am a police sergeant stationed at Reigate. On 21st June, in consequence of 

information, I went to Worcester Cottages; I was in plain clothes. I saw the prisoner. I told her who I 

was and asked her if she had been delivered of a female child within the last two months. She replied, 

"Yes" I asked her if I might be allowed to see it. She said, "You can't do that; Mrs Brown, 113, 

Battersea Road, Chelsea, has adopted it, and taken it off my hands altogether" I asked her how she 

came to know Mrs Brown. She said, "By advertisement, but I could not say in what paper" I asked her 

where she had been confined. She said, "In the lying- in ward at Lambeth, on the 26th of May last" She 

then told me that she handed the baby to Mrs. Brown at Charing Cross Railway Station on the 18th 
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June. She said she had not seen the baby since. I told her she would have to go to the police station 

with me, where I should detain her until I had made further inquiries. 

Next day, Friday, I tried to find 113, Battersea Road, Chelsea, but could find no such place. I went to 

113, Battersea Park Road; that was not occupied by Mrs. Brown, but by a gentleman who had lived 

there eleven years. I then went to the Lambeth Union, and after making inquiries there I came back and 

saw the prisoner at the police station, where she was detained; that was on the Friday evening. I told 

her that I had been to London and found that the statements she had made to me were false. She said 

she wished she had told the truth in the first place. Finding that she was about to make a statement, I 

cautioned her in the usual way. I made a note of the statement at the time and have it here. After being, 

cautioned, she said, "On Monday, June 18th, I put the child in the moat some time before I saw Mrs 

Whitren. The other child was in the pond by Waterloo Park; I drowned that the same night. I can't 

give the time, but it was before I drowned the one in the moat. The one you found in the moat was 

Minnie May, and the other one in Waterloo Park was Lilly Mary." 

On the following morning, Saturday, about half-past seven I went to the pond in Waterloo Park. I saw 

the body of Lilly Mary floating in the water; head downwards, about two feet and a half from the road, 

and in about three feet of water, floating. The current was just above it. The legs were drawn up above 

the water and bent. There was a small piece of flannel round the body. With that exception there were 

no other clothes whatever. I noticed mud on the child; it was dirty. The colour of it was a bluey clay. 

I charged the prisoner on Friday, the 22nd, as to Minnie Mary. I read the charge to her; she made no 

answer. On the following morning I charged her with the murder of the other child; she made no 

answer. I have made search for any clothes belonging to the children but have found none. I have 

made every possible inquiry but have not succeeded in finding them. 

Charles Spencer Palmer. I am a medical practitioner at Redhill. On the 21st of June last, the body 

of a female child was handed to me by Inspector King. It had a wart in front of the right ear; the child 

was a few weeks old; six or seven. I made a post-mortem examination. It was very wet when handed 

to me. Death was due to drowning. I have no doubt, that it was alive at the time it was put into the 

water. On Saturday, the 23rd of June, the body of another female child was handed to me by Head 

Constable Moran at the police station. That body had a piece of flannel round the stomach. I made a 

post-mortem examination of the body and was satisfied that it had died from suffocation caused by 

drowning. The first child had been in the water from a day to two or three days, it was quite fresh. 

The second child had been in the water longer. The appearances were consistent with both the bodies 

having been put into the water on the 18th. 

Re-examined: It is only women who have been confined who can have puerperal mania. In most cases 

there would be other symptoms than killing observable. As a rule, when it is coming on there is great 

depression of spirits and dullness; those are the chief symptoms; of course, it can show itself in so 

many different ways. Puerperal mania and puerperal fever are two distinct things. By puerperal mania 

I understand a condition of the mind contrary to the normal condition, and which may come on at any 

time, from a few hours after confinement to several weeks. It is not merely a desire to kill  your own 

children; it very often takes the form of a wish to kill  the husband. It sometimes passes off very quickly. 

It is very difficult  to draw distinctions. The only way would be by watching the actions and seeing 
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whether they are sane or insane; if  the actions before and after were rational, that would guide one to 

the conclusion that she was not suffering from puerperal mania. 

She might or might not remember immediately after the act that she had killed her children; there is 

no distinction to be drawn from that as to whether the person was rational or not. A sane woman who 

had killed her children would not be likely to forget it in a few hours; if  insane she might forget it in 

twenty-four hours. Question: Supposing you found that a person who had done such an act remembered 

that she had done it, and remembered where she had drowned the two children in different places, 

would not that be evidence that she was sane at the time? Answer. It would certainly. If  a woman 

really insane was under the impression that she had left the child in charge of somebody, whereas she 

had drowned it, that would be a delusion, and I should not expect her to throw off that delusion in a 

few days, and then remember that she had drowned it, and where; I should expect the delusion to 

continue. 

Guilty: death The Jury very strongly recommended the prisoner to mercy 

1894 November 2: The Times: Condemned woman: Minnie Wells now in Newgate Gaol under 

sentence of death for the murder of her two infant children in June last year had her sentence 

commuted to life in prison 

1894 December 9: Fraud Redhill: The alleged frauds at Redhill: On Friday at the Reigate Borough 

Police Court John Keen 36, the absconding secretary of the Redhill Starr-Bowkett Building Society 

and the Redhill friendly Loan Society, who had been extradited from Chicago where he was arrested by 

Detective Sergeant Jeffreys of the Reigate Police, was brought up for final examination on the charge 

of embezzling the money of the last-named society. Although the sums in the warrant only amount to 

£97 it is alleged that the sum of nearly £900 is involved. Committed for trial at the Central Criminal 

Court 95 

1894 William  Morant  left the post of Head Constable to be replaced by Philip Woodman from Bradford 

Police. 

1894 10 December: Charge of embezzlement: At the Bradford Borough Police Court, Phillip  John 

Woodman the chief constable of the Reigate Borough Police and until recently the chief clerk in the 

Bradford Borough Police was placed in the dock on charges of embezzling monies ï about £200 - 

from Bradford Corporation. He was found guilty and sentenced to five months iin prison. 96 

1894 December 11: Watch Committee: In respect of the arrest of Head Constable Woodman the Watch 

Committee noted that he had admitted to embezzlement and sentenced to five months imprisonment 

with hard labour. He was dismissed from the combined offices of Head Constable, Inspector of Common 

Lodging Houses and inspector under the Explosives Act and the Shop Hours Act. Potential successors 

were to be invited to an interview, John Morton and James Metcalfe, before the committee on the 17th 

 
 

95 1894 Dec 9 Reynolds Newspapers Extradited Reigate 
96 1894 10 December: The Times 
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inst., at Redhill. At that meeting the men were interviewed and Metcalfe was appointed on £140 a year 

with £60 towards a residence payable by weekly instalments. 97 

1894 December 17 James Metcalfe became head constable and remained in office until 1930, when 

on retirement, 98 he was permitted to retain his uniform and bicycle. 99 

     

1894 suicide Horley: Station Hotel Horley the coroner opened an inquest into an unknown man, aged 

about twenty, who committed suicide near Horley on Tuesday after shooting at a cycle agent from 

 
 

97 From British Police History 22 July 2020 admin@british-police-history.uk Michael 
98 ñA Short Centenary History of the Surrey Constabularyò Supt Durrant 1951 
99 ñA Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabularyò Gerry Middleton Stewart gives 22 December 1894 
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Brighton. Walter Flowers of Brighton deposed that on the 31st inst., he was riding a bicycle from 

Brighton to London and shortly before reaching Horley, about 3 oôclock, in the afternoon he saw the 

deceased riding one of his machines, a pneumatic tyres safety. The witness rode up to him and said, 

ñYou have a fine machine there.ò The deceased made no reply and spurted away. The witness rode 

after him for about 50 yards and the deceased seeing he was to be overtaken deliberately drew a 

revolver from his breast pocket and when within three feet of him, fired at his head. Two of the 

bullets passed, one over his right shoulder and the other over his head whilst the third penetrated his 

coat sleeve and grazed his elbow. The witness was so startled he fell from his machine and the deceased 

thinking he had shot him made off. The witness again mounted and calling to people on the road to 

stop the deceased, again pursued him and got within 60 yards. He called out ñYou had better drop itò 

whereupon the deceased got off, took a parcel from the front of the machine, which left the roadway, 

got over the stile and walked slowly towards a copse. Other witnesses deposed to pursuing the deceased 

who suddenly stopped and raising the revolver shot himself in the temple. Mr Flowers identified 

the deceased as a man he had refused to hire a bicycle to in Brighton. PC Chandler of the Surrey 

Constabulary said the deceased was dressed in a dark grey suit, straw hat, button boots, white collar 

and tie. There was nothing likely to lead to identification. In the pockets were a small bundle of 

cigarettes, a pipe, the ticket for the hire of a bicycle, 9s 7d in silver and bronze, and 63 cartridges. The 

revolver had been loaded in four chambers, but all were discharged. The jury returned the verdict of 

ñsuicide whilst temporarily insane.ò 

1890s: By the 1890s the Reigate Police Force had increased in numbers with the growth of the two 

towns and the Redhill police station had become too small for the increased size of the force and extra 

responsibilities, such as weights and measures, something not missed by HM Inspector of police who 

in a report stated it was inadequate, and that the police force therefore was rendered inefficient. The 

significance of this was that the withholding of a certificate of efficiency would lose the Council the 

£1,750 grant it received annually from the Home Office for the upkeep of the force. The Council 

began to consider erecting Municipal Buildings that would incorporate a police station and law court. 
100 

1895 May 17: Croydon Observer: Cricket ï Reigate Borough Police v Redhill Menôs Own played 

at Buckhurst, Redhill resulted in a win for the police on the first innings by three runs. 

1895 May 24: Croydon Advertiser:  Reigate Borough Police v Reigate Post Office, played on 

Tuesday on the ground of Reigate Priory C.C. was won by the Post Office by 67 runs on the first 

innings. Frost and Thorpe batted and bowled well for the winners, the latter carrying out his bat for 

53 runs, having been missed from a catch when he had scored two. Insp King and PCôs Watson and 

Skeggs batted in good form in the second innings of the police, the latter carrying out his bat for a 

well hit 62. 

xxx 

 
 

100 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
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1895 June 7: Croydon Observer: Cricket- Redhill Tradesmen v Reigate Borough Police- This match 

was played on Earlswood Common on June 5th and ended in a win for the tradesmen by 96 runs on the 

first innings. 

1895 June 21: Croydon Advertiser: Cricket Reigate Borough Police v Leigh United C.C., played 

At Leigh on Wednesday was won on the first innings by the police by 9 runs. 

1895 June 28: Croydon Observer: Cricket- Reigate Borough Police v Tunbridge Wells Borough 

Police - played at Tunbridge Wells on June 25th, the Reigate Police winning an enjoyable game on 

the first innings by 32 runs. Taylor and Watson bowled well for the winners. 

1895 July 12: Surrey Mirror:  Cricket ï Reigate Post Office v Reigate Borough Police, played at 

Reigate on Thursday resulted in a win for the police on the first innings by 32 runs. 

1895 July 12: Surrey Mirror: Reigate and Redhill Amateur Athletics Sports was held on the Priory 

Cricket Club Ground included a race of once round the course for the Borough Police in uniform. To see 

a number of constables rushing round the course in the orthodox ñstop thiefò style was altogether too 

much for the gravity of the spectators. The starters were PCôS Howlett, Charlick, Greenhill and Perry 

and it was a close contest with Howlett just scrambling home in front of Charlick. 

1895 July 26: Croydon Advertiser:  Cricket ï Reigate Borough Police v Eastbourne Borough Police 

played at Eastbourne was won on the first innings by Reigate Borough Police by 73 runs. For the 

winners, PCôs Watson and Skeggs played well, putting on 100 runs in 35 minutes, the former making 

53 and the latter 78. For the losers PS Tugwell and PCôs Pratt and North played well in the first 

innings also PS Ward and PC Hollands in the second innings. The bowling of Skeggs and Taylor for 

the winners was exceptionally effective, Skeggs taking nine wickets and Taylor seven. 

1895 August 7: Surrey Mirror:  Cricket ï Holmthorpe (Out Team) v Reigate Borough police played 

at Meadvale resulted in a win for the Borough Police by 15 runs. The Holmthorpe team was weak 

owing to the chief players being engaged at home. Ralph and Watson batted well for the police and W 

Ford, Upfold jun., and F Chatfield did best for the Holmthorpe team. Chatfield senior secured seven 

wickets and Taylor for the police bowled six. 

1895 Croydon Observer ï several dates during July and August ï Our Cricket Column- The 

Editor of the Surrey Gazette begs to intimate to the secretaries of local clubs that he will give three 

prizes at the end of the cricket season to those clubs who send in the greatest number of reports of local 

matches. Score sheets will be supplied gratis to all those clubs wishing to compete, and the application 

for a supply of score sheets, enclosing a card of fixtures will be taken as an intention to compete. It 

must however be understood that reports in order to be inserted in the current weeks issue must reach 

the office not later than Wednesday night. Last year the first prize was won by Horley C.C., the second 

by Redhill Police C.C. and the third prize by Kingswood C.C. and the secretaries of these clubs were 

presented with a cricket bat, a set of stumps and a match ball respectively. 

1895 August 9: Surrey Mirror : Cricket- On Wednesday last the Borough Police played a match on 

the Reigate Hill Ground with the London Central Meat Market Police and were defeated by 21 runs 

owing in no small degree to the weather. The Londoners went in first and batting on a good wicket 

totalled 89. Then the rain fell, and the borough men were only able to put together 68. Towards this 
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total PC Leonard contributed 38, Acting Sgt Taylor 12 and PC Skeggs 11. In the bowling department 

PC Skeggs and Acting Sgt Taylor for the home team and J A Souza for the visitors were in good 

form. In a second innings the Central Meat Market Police made 35 for four wickets. At the luncheon 

pleasure was expressed at being able to visit Reigate and the men looked forward to the match with 

pleasure, hoping the teams would continue to meet from year to year. 

1895 August 23: Croydon Observer: Cricket- The cricket match between the Reigate Borough 

Police and the Black Crown Minstrels arranged for the benefit of the Provincial Police Orphanage at 

Gatton Point, aided by splendid weather was an undoubted success, a large number of ladies and 

gentlemen showed their sympathy with the object of the match by personal patronage, over 2,000 

passing into the enclosure (1.208 by ticket ant the rest by payment). 

To many the name and object of the excellent institution which is now firmly  established in the district 

is quite new, as we who know something of the inestimable value of the Metropolitan Police 

Orphanage and the benefits it has conferred on the fatherless children of London police cannot speak 

too highly of or more urgently recommended three claims of a similar home for the children of the 

provincial police. Those who were present on Wednesday at the Priory Ground, or who purchased 

tickets will have the satisfaction of at least knowing that they assisted in helping on a work highly 

deserving of everyoneôs sympathy and support. 

Miss C Gurney who has and does take an active interest in the police, not only of this country but the 

whole world some time ago founded at West Brighton the benevolent institution which is now 

transferred to Redhill, and which through the kindness of Miss Bell has been purchased outright. At 

present there are 23 children enjoying its benefits, 16 boys and 7girls, 10 of whom have lost both 

parents. Besides clothing and maintenance their education is being well looked after and we believe 

arrangements have been made for those who are able to go to attend St Mathewôs schools. We are 

sure one and all will welcome in our midst such a much-needed institution and what more give it our 

earnest and liberal support. 

Much praise is due to the Reigate Borough Police for their efforts on behalf of the home. Many of those 

who worked hard at cricket gave up their rest time and went on duty all night afterwards, and moreover 

went down to Eastbourne on the Mayorôs annual outing after coming off duty in the morning. We are 

glad to hear that a substantial amount has been realized as the result of the match. 

The Black Crown Minstrels are also much to be commended for the part they took in the ómatch of the 

season. Both the Police and Minstrels have on previous occasions exerted themselves for local 

charities and last year as a result of a similar match a very handsome sum was handed over to St Anneôs 

Asylum. 

1895 September 5: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Cricket - A match played on Wednesday 

of last week on the Redhill Cricket Ground Earlswood between Reigate Borough Police and Redhill 

tradesmen (captained by Mr. C E Gatland) resulted in a draw. 

1895 September 6: Surrey Mirror: Cricket-The Borough Police at Cricket - A match was played 

between the Borough Police and Leigh United at Reigate Heath on Wednesday and resulted for a win 

for the police on the first innings by 30 runs. The police made 75 in their first innings, PC Watson 
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contributing 41 and in their second were all got out for 12. Leigh United put together 45 in their first 

innings G Smith being top scorer with 17, and in their second venture made 29 for six wickets 

1895 September 6: Surrey Mirror: Cricket match to be played Thursday 12 September - Reigate 

Borough Police v Eastbourne Borough Police at Redhill. 

1895 September 20: Croydon Advertiser reported the sum of £28 had been handed over to the 

Provincial Police Orphanage at Redhill by the treasurer (Insp King) as the net result of the cricket 

match. 

1896: A summary execution was carried out at Redhill Police Station when PC Skeggs shot dead a 

dog suspected of having rabies. 101 

1897 Reigate: A constable was wanted for theft of money from the chief constable but ran to Naples 

where he was detained, and an inspector went from Reigate to bring him back.102 

1899: The establishment of the force had reached one head constable, two inspectors, four sergeants 

and twenty-nine constables. The average height was recorded as 5ô 10ò with an average age of thirty-

three. 103 

1899 September 15: Croydon Observer: Local Cricket- Reigate Borough Police v Reigate Fire 

Brigade - These teams met on Saturday last by kind invitation of J Powell Esq J.P. at his residence, 

Ivanhoe, Wray Pak, Reigate, when after a most enjoyable game the police won by 39 runs. For the 

firemen Prince and Powell batted and bowled well and for the police PC Watson in his old style batted 

well for 47 runs and PS Taylor taking seven wickets for 20 runs. The score being Fire Brigade 69 runs 

and Police 108. After the match both teams enjoyed an excellent supper given by Mr. Powell at his 

residence. 

1899 December 31: Annual Report of the Chief Constable to the Right Worshipful Mayor and the 

members of the Watch Committee of the Borough of Reigate; sixth report from CC James Metcalfe: 

The Borough Police proceeded against 471 men and 47 females 

Crimes committed 59 an increase of 9 with 33 men and two females apprehended for offences 

including burglary and housebreaking. Property to the estimated value  

alleged to have been stolen or obtained by fraud £101 16s a decrease of £55 17s 4d; recovered 

£31 7s 9 ½ d and increase of £10 17s 10 ½ d 104 

Doors and windows found insecure 277 

Drunkenness 122 prosecuted an increase of 33 

 
 

101 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
102 Durrant page 71 
103 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
104 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1899 
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Other duties included Licensed Premises; Explosives Acts stores and licenses 12 with 5 prosecutions; 

Petroleum Acts 10 samples taken and tested; Shop Hours Act 38 visits; Sweeps and Pedlars with 3 

sweeps licensed and 37 pedlars; Army Acts 114 men billeted in the Borough; Inquests 25 reports to the 

Coroner, 7 post mortems with 22 inquests; accidents 36 people injured of which 19 were conveyed 

in police hand ambulance; street lamps ï 183 needed attention of which 72 were not lit or 

extinguished. 105 

Poor Law Acts: tickets issued to persons for admission to the casual ward of the Union 6514 

a reduction of 833 over 1898. 106 

Common Lodging Houses: There are four with room for 77 people to be accommodated. 107 

Lost and Found property: value £1283 15s 3d found of which £1021 returned to the owner108 

Stray Dogs: 117 a decrease of 48 

Weights and measures: 1297 weights and 170 scales and 2313 measures were verified and 

stamped. 

Diseases of Animals Act activity brought an income of £53.12.11 

Ambulance: 26 members of the Reigate Borough Police have been awarded certificates by the 

St John Ambulance Society 109 

Sickness 197 days a reduction of 9 110 

 

1899 variations in police personnel: I inspector advanced from 1st to 2nd grade; 1 constable 6-7th 

grade; 1 constable 5-6th grade; 6 constables 1-2nd grade; I constable pensioned; 3  constables resigned; 

1 constable dismissed. 111 

1899 average age of the force 33 2/3 years, average height 5 feet 10 3/8 inches, average length  of 

service 11 ½ years average weekly pay £1 10s 4d.112 

1899: 124 English and Welsh boroughs possessed independent police forces of which 61 were county 

boroughs. 113 

 
 

105 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1899 
106 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1899 
107 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1899 
108 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1899 
109 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1899 
110 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1899 
111 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1899 
112 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1899 
113 A History of Police in England WL Melville-Lee 1901 reprint Kessinger Rare Reprints 2012 page 394 
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1899 total cost of the force for a year to 25 March 1899 £3,060 11s. 4d.  114 
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1899 statistics from Reigate Borough Police 

Prosecutions 423 men 255 female 

Crimes 54 

Apprehended 36 men and 5 females 

Non-indictable offences 140 

Drunkenness 96 

Explosive Act premises 13 

Petroleum Act: 10 licenses, 10 samples taken Sweeps/pedlars: 2 sweeps and 50 pedlars 

licensed Inquests: 32 sudden deaths, 10 postmortems 27 inquests 

Accidents: 38 

Streetlamps requiring attention 190 Poor Law applicants 6355 

Lodging houses 4 where 75 can be accommodated 

Lost and Found: £1361 73 d with £1115 13s 2d claimed 

Weights and measures: 892 weights, 112 scales and 1985 measures checked  

Refused charges: 9 

Arrests for other forces 5 

Enquiries for other forces and government departments 791 Lost children 5 

Sickness 150 days 

Runaway horses: 4 officers involved and two commended  

Insecurities found by police 424 

The cost of the force £3181 3.0 115 

1900: At the turn of the century there were two inspectors, four sergeants and twenty-eight constables. 

Municipal Buildings at Castlefield were built at Reigate and made provision for a brand-new police 

headquarters station and cells in the basement with stairs leading to the court (now the council chamber) 

on the first floor. There was also a new house next door for the Head Constable. The Reigate station was 

sold and the Redhill station, although no longer the force HQ, remained as the local station. 

Accommodation at the new Reigate building was also to eventually become too small as the size of both 

 
 

115 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
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force and council increased steadily, and the Reigate police presence was later moved to a house called 

Cherchefelle in Chart Lane.  

 

 

 

Reigate about 1900 

 

 

Believed to be a Reigate Borough Police officer (From Dr Peter Kennison) 
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1900 April 27: Surrey Mirror: Footbal l- Redhill Tradesmen v Borough Police- This match was played 

on the Sports Ground on Wednesday afternoon and a very good game resulted in a win for ñmembers of 

the forceò by three goals to nil. The game started in a rather even fashion with both sides getting 

dangerously near the goal. Although East was playing back for the tradesmen, he took up duties of a 

forward and when he got possession of the ball it required all the efforts of the policemen to check his 

vigorous rushes. It is a wonder he did not score. As time went on, the policemen got the upper hand and 

finally Arnold netted the ball. Up to half time nothing more had occurred. On resuming the play became 

much faster and on several occasions the tradesmenôs forwards got very near to the goal, but they 

generally found that the constables in the back division were just big enough to get in their way. At length 

the ñcoppersò broke away and with a spirited dash the ball was rushed into the net. Not long after the 

tradesmen missed a beautiful chance, Lyle taking the ball right into the goal mouth. The constables 

however, broke away after a sharp scrimmage and the ball being taken to the other end was netted by 

Skeggs. No more goals being scored. 

 

1900 June 29: Surrey Gazette:The Police at Cricket- Several members of Reigate Borough Police 

force spent an enjoyable time on Tuesday at Tunbridge Wells, whither they had proceeded with the 

express purpose of competing with Tunbridge Wells police in a friendly game of cricket. Runs did 

not appear to be the order of the day, probably the very bad condition of the cricket ground where the 

match was played had something to do with this, at any rate the visitors were successful in piling up 

11 runs in the first innings. The Wells force scored 54. In the second innings Reigate complied 64 runs 

for four wickets. Of these PC Watson made 34, PC Good 17 and PC Arnold 14. For the home team 

Blackford took six wickets for three runs. An excellent luncheon was provided in the pavilion at half 

time. 

1900 July 27: Surrey Gazette: Reigate Firemen and Police at Cricket- On the beautiful grounds of 

Ivanhoe, Reigate kindly placed at their disposal by Mr James Powell J P the Reigate Borough Police 

met members of Reigate Fire Brigade in a friendly game of cricket on Tuesday afternoon last. The 

firemen were captained by Mr. M Crust while Insp Lee was at the head of the police. Stumps were 

pitched shortly after the toss and Captain Crust having won the toss, the firemen took the field. The 

firemen owing to the remarkable batting of Prince were successful in winning, a feat which they have 

never before accomplished since they first played the police some six years ago. Prince compiled no 

less than 91 runs while the other men made the total up to 132. PCôS Skeggs, Leonard and Butt did 

the bowling and Leonard and Bacon were the most fortunate for the men in blue, the former with 44 

runs and the latter 15. At half time tea was served on the terrace which was greatly appreciated. 

1900 August 18: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Cricket- Reigate Borough Police v 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Police- The Tunbridge Wells Borough Police journeyed to Redhill on 

Tuesday in order to play a return match with Reigate Borough Police. The match at Meadvale Cricket 

Ground resulted in a conclusive win for the visitors. The weather being beautifully fine, the day 

proved a most enjoyable one. Sgt Taylor captained the Reigate team and Insp Greenwood Tunbridge 

Wells. Reigate won the toss and went in first making 77 runs, PC Watson contributing 43 and PC 

Dobney 12. 
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When Tunbridge Wells went in it did not look at first as though they were going to do much, for two 

wickets were soon down for nine runs, but then PC Sanders went in and as he came out at the end of 

the innings ónot outô and had made 80, making it apparent to the Reigate men that they had been beaten 

single handed. PC Watson did good service for Reigate with the ball, taking five wickets for 47 runs. 

At the interval an excellent lunch was provided at the Old Oak Inn where Mr. J Metcalfe, Chief 

Constable of Reigate said he hoped they would have the pleasure of meeting the visitors on many 

future occasions for such meetings were really of considerable importance, as they tended to cultivate 

a friendly feeling between forces and the public reaped the benefit in a variety of ways which they 

could not always see. The life of a policeman was monotonous especially in a small town where there 

were not many recreations or little outings like that which they were now enjoying in the salubrious 

atmosphere of Reigate, and which must have a beneficial effect 

1901 January 4: Croydon Observer: Football in Reigate and Redhill - Reigate Borough Police v 

Chart Wanderers ï these teams met on Wednesday when the latter won two goals to nil. 

1901 February 22 Surrey Mirror: Police at Football The borough police football team engaged the 

Redhill Wednesday Reserves on Wednesday afternoon and a good game resulted in victory for the 

police by three goals to one. The goals were kicked by PCs Howlett, Shaw, and Bullimore. The duties 

of referee were efficiently performed by PC Bacon. 

1901 May 24: Kent and Sussex Courier:  Tunbridge Wells Police v Reigate Police ï Cricket 

- A match between these two teams was played at Redhill on Tuesday when the Tunbridge Wells 

team were easy victors. 

1901 April 30: Sussex Agricultural Express: The Provincial Police Orphanage, Redhill- Benefit 

Concert and Football Match - The members of Reigate Borough Police Force are to be heartily 

congratulated upon the success attending their laudable efforts to assist the funds of the Provincial 

Police Orphanage at Redhill, which is about to be removed to larger and more commodious premises 

in London Road, which have been secured at a considerable cost. With a desire commendable in itself 

to do something to benefit the finances of a home doing such splendid and beneficial work in their 

midst the members of the Borough Force determined to organize a concert and appeal to the general 

public for their support. 

In addition to this, a costume football match was arranged to take place in the afternoon at the Sports 

Ground, the Lone Star Minstrels having kindly consented to enter into friendly rivalry with the 

gentlemen in blue. The day was beautifully fine, and a capital attendance was treated to the spectacle 

of football as it should not be played. The police wore their uniform and the minstrels in costume 

were provocative of great mirth. Instead of their ardour abating as the game proceeded, it grew in 

proportion to their numbers, there being not less than 15 ludicrously attired minstrels on the field at the 

close. All the laws of football were set at defiance. At one moment the ball was collared, the next it 

was a player and the whistle of the referee was continuously on the ñtootleò for some infringement 

of the rules of the game. Each side scored a goal and what was lacking in science was more than 

compensated for by the fun the game provided, and it was this the spectators went to see. 

A concert held in the evening at the Market Hall was an undeniable success
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1901 June 25: Horsham, Petworth, Midhurst and Steyning Express: Police at Cricket- Interesting 

match at Redhill- The members of Redhill Police Force were seen in their best light on Tuesday when 

they fraternized with their brethren of the West Sussex Constabulary, whom they met in friendly 

rivalry at the national game of cricket on Redhill Sports Ground. The town has good reason to 

congratulate itself upon the efficiency and excellence, as a body, of our local guardians of the peace, 

who in the many and varied parts they have to play in the discharge of their onerous duties of their office 

have earned nothing but the highest encomiums of their fellow townsmen. 

ñRobertò, as an individual has a warm and friendly heart beating under his blue serge tunic and 

moderation, keen direction and ripened judgement are among the leading attributes that make him a 

welcome and respected figure in any circle or gathering in the borough. Always alert keen in the 

discharge of the duty of the moment, ready and willing  to render first aid if  required, the first to 

fearlessly risk life and limb in stopping the runaway or tenderly tending the injured victim of the 

precocious, unruly quadruped, he wins alike the admiration and praise of all he is brought into contact. 

Taken collectively the Reigate Borough Police Force could not be beaten in the kingdom, possessing 

as it does to an abnormal degree these excellent qualities which have been associated with it from 

inception. 

At play as well as work ñRobertò is a genial and happy fellow, and although not basking in the sunshine 

of success on Tuesday, he nevertheless strongly exemplified the happy words of the Head Constable 

who declared the object of these social reunions is not so much to win matches as to inculcate a spirit 

of good feeling between various constabularies. The West Sussex Police proved themselves every whit 

as genial a body of men as their entertainers and rather better cricketers, although perhaps the locals 

desired to carry their principles of hospitality to such an extent as not to sallow their visitors to appear 

at a disadvantage. After luncheon at the Warwick Hotel play was resumed Taylor who captured five 

wickets for 36 runs trundled successfully for the locals who were outplayed however by their powerful 

rivals at all stages of the game. 

1901 July 12: Surrey Mirror:  Police and Fire Brigade at Cricket - On Wednesday the Reigate 

Borough Police engaged the members of Reigate Borough Fire Brigade at cricket in the pleasure 

grounds attached to Ivanhoe, Reigate, the residence of Mr. J Powell J.P., a very pleasant game resulted 

in a win for the police. In the interval the members of the tams with their wives and children were 

entertained to tea. 

1901 August 16: Sussex Agricultural  Express: Police at cricket- The Reigate Borough Police spent 

an enjoyable time on the Reigate Hill  Cricket Ground on Wednesday last on the occasion  of a match 

between the Borough Police Cricket Club and the London Central Markets Constables and Staff 

Cricket Club. The beautiful ground was kindly place at their disposal by Mr. T H G Welsh, the hon 

secretary. This match being about the thirteenth that had been held 
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between these teams and there is very little difference between the number of wins each has obtained. 

In the first innings the visitors won easily by 62 runs, however in the second the homesters made a 

grand score of 115, to which Inspector Lee and Detective Skeggs contributed 38 and 22 respectively. 

The pick of the visiting team was Sargeant and his score of 45 included a six. At the interval the teams 

sat down to an excellent lunch provided by Messrs. G l Lucas and Sons of Reigate, whose catering 

gave general satisfaction. 

1901 August 30: Surrey Mirror:  Reigate Borough Police v Mr. A Rumbleôs XI - This match played 

on the Sports Ground resulted in a victory for the police by 20 runs. For the police PC Skeggs was 

the principal scorer his total being 43, 36 of which he made in his first ten hits. He also caused the 

downfall of eight of the Tradesmenôs wickets. P C Leonard also played well but was unfortunately 

run out when his score was at 25. For the Townsmen Watts did well with both bat and ball, but Cooper 

was slightly more successful with the bat scoring 26. A wish was expressed by many present that next 

year the Redhill Tradesmen v Borough Police matches should be revived. About twelve or fifteen 

years ago these two games were among the principal events of the summer and it is hoped they may 

again become annual fixtures. 

1901 September 21: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Reigate Borough Police at Cricket - 

The Reigate Borough Police Athletic Club brought a successful season to an end on Tuesday at the 

Sports Ground, when a team made of members of the force with more than ten yearsô service played 

a game of cricket against a team with less than ten yearsô service. Though there had been heavy rainfall 

during the previous evening and night, the pitch was in a fairly good condition and a good game 

resulted. The ñcrocksò gained an easy victory over their more youthful comrades knocking up a score 

of 94 against 41. After the game an excellent tea was provided in the pavilion and tobacco and cigars 

were distributed to the men by the Head Constable and later an exciting race took place between PC 

Watson, carrying PS Taylor on his back and PC Arnold, the former having to run 50 yards and the 

latter 100, Arnold only just managing to win. A game of quoits was also played in which the Head 

Constable took part. 

1901 November 15: Reigate, in consequence of the action of the police in trying to put down too fast 

riding has been acted upon to some extent. The great majority of cyclists condemns scorching and 

admits there are cases of very reckless riding by people whose sole idea of enjoyment on the wheel is 

to see how many miles an hour they can cover. Surrey police in their anxiety to procure convictions 

haul in the innocent with the guilty, and the magistrates in the Reigate district are accused of 

invariably taking the view of the police against that of independent witnesses on the question of speed. 

The wide berth already given to Reigate by some cyclists and the fear that the boycott may spread is 

causing so much anxiety to the trades people who benefit by the large number of cyclists who visit the 

town and they have made an appeal to the mayor to use his influence to stop the defective system 

which has been in vogue. 116 

1902 January 25: Sussex Agricultural Express: Recreation for the Police - It is often said with 

perfect justice, that a policemanôs life is not a happy one, and the difficulty  experienced by many 

 
 

116 1901 15 November: The Scotsman 
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forces in attracting men for enrolment is amply attested to by the wide field from which men are 

drawn. People are beginning more and more to recognize the good qualities of ñthe man in blueò and 

to increasingly regard him as a defender of the police and a custodian of their property, rather than as 

a mere medium for bringing culprits to justice. 

The members of Reigate Borough Police Force are deservedly popular in the town and as a body of 

men discharge the onerous duties which devolve upon them with good temper and efficiency. A 

practical illustration of the good wishes toward them of a not unimportant section of the community 

has just been furnished by the opening off a handsome billiard room at the new Municipal Building. 

The cost of the table has been defrayed by a number of ladies and gentlemen who take a keen and 

kindly interest in the force., and it should afford many hours of innocent amusement to the members 

and act as a constant reminder of the good feeling which is entertained towards them by the residents 

of the borough. There is a splendidly equipped library at the head office, and this is well patronized 

by the men. 

They serve the town ungrudgingly and well and are deserving of the best efforts that can be made to 

secure their recreation, both of body and mind. It is exceedingly rare for any little indiscretion to be 

made and when this does occur it is generally of so trivial a character that no-good purpose can 

possibly be served by bringing it into the light of day. 

1902 July 18 Surrey Mirror: Reigate Borough Police Cricket Club - Enjoyable match with Brighton 

Men - Defeat of the Reigate men - If the Reigate Borough Police Cricket Club is not the champion 

club it was a good few years ago, it can still turn out a good team who can play a good game of cricket 

as was evident on Tuesday at the Priory Ground when an eleven tried conclusions with representatives 

of the Brighton Police Athletic Club. Not many years ago the name of Reigate in the police cricketing 

world was a name to be respected, if not feared but since then the club has somewhat deteriorated 

from the fact that the once ñgood young óunsò are a little stiff and stale. However, do not let it be 

understood for one moment that the club is on its last legs or that the same amount of interest is not 

taken in the game as of yore, for such is not the case. Mr. Metcalfe, the popular Chief Constable, is a 

strong believer in his men indulging in healthy exercise and affords members of the force every 

possible opportunity of participating in games beneficial to body and mind. 

Although the worthy chief does not take part in the national summer pastime, he, like many more 

takes a great interest in watching others striving for supremacy on the cricket field. At the match on 

Tuesday although the homesters lost they were in no way disgraced. A couple of mistakes in the field 

were responsible for their downfall, but the result was only another illustration of the uncertainty of 

cricket. It also must not be forgotten that Chief Constable Gentle of Brighton had over 130 men to 

choose from while Mr. Metcalfe had about 40 and that the Brighton men have had considerable 

practice this year while this was the first match for Reigate.so to lose by 23 runs is surely an indication 

that there is ñlife in the old dog yetò. The adjournment for lunch was at the Grapes Hotel. 

1902 August 9 West Sussex County Times: West Sussex Constabulary v Reigate Borough Police-

This match was played on the Horsham Cricket Ground on Wednesday and resulted in 
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a win for the Constabulary by eight wickets. Frequent showers spoiled the fixture. Reigate batted first 

and were all out at the luncheon interval for 64, PC Dean taking full advantage of the wicket. A restart 

was delayed by heavy showers but during a temporary improvement the Constabulary won easily. 

1902 December 31 Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe: 

A large fire in the premises of a furniture business ï two killed  

Murder: a female sentenced to death for murder by strangulation 117 

1902 the force moved its headquarters to Reigate. 

1903 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 11th July ï Cricket Fixtures- United Services v Reigate 

Borough Police. 

1903 31 December Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe:  

Indictable offences ï 67 

Arrests for other forces 13 

Enquiries for other police forces and government departments 627 Cost of the force £3402 12s 

4d 

Electric calls are now established, and information of fires may be given at Redhill and Reigate 

Police Stations, telephone Redhill 1 and Redhill 17 respectively.118 

 

Reigate Borough Police 1904 119 

 
 

117 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1902 
118 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1903 
119 Picture Alan Moore to Robert Bartlett 
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1904 January 16: The Head Constable found that the windows had not been properly cleaned and that 

parts of the offices had not been properly dusted and that these officers were responsible (Signed by 

HC James Metcalfe) PS Taylor, PC Bramwell and PC Normington. 120 

1904 March  1: PC James Gadd injured his leg whilst stopping a runaway horse.121 

1904 January 25: The Clerk will work 8-6pm every day with an hour for lunch and 9-12 noon on 

Sunday. 122 

1904 November 18: Surrey Mirror: Reigate Police at Recreation - In their hours of leisure the 

members of Reigate Borough Police Force enter with great zest into their recreations, and during the 

past week they have been busily in games contests. On Friday a whist tournament was held between 

teams representative of the force and Reigate Post Office, the latter winning by eleven games to nine. 

On Wednesday the police met a team of the Reigate Menôs Society in a billiards and whist 

tournament, a pleasant and interesting contest terminating in a draw of ten games a side. The police 

billiards handicap for the handsome cruet offered by Mr. F W Blackiston was won by PC Reeve, Mr. 

Blackiston making the presentation at the police station on Friday afternoon. He took the opportunity 

afforded by the occasion of paying a high tribute to the force and expressed the pleasure it gave him 

to do anything that tended to enhance the enjoyment of the menôs hours of recreation. Mr. Metcalfe, 

the Head Constable thanking Mr. Blackiston on behalf of his men for the kindly interest he took in the 

force. 

1904 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe: 

Indictable offences 77 including concealment of birth Theatrical, Music and Dancing licenses 

issued Licensing Act 7 clubs 

Licensed premises: police paid 1195 visits 

Hackney Carriage Act ï 27 licenses (police also checked the roadworthiness of vehicles) 

Pensions papers for the army, navy and police verified by calling at police stations 153 (Still 

certifying the pensioner is alive on into the late 1960s) 

Callers at police stations 2181 123 

1905 March 30: A member of the public made a presentation of a set of carvers to PC Talbot for 

stopping his runaway horse. 124 

 

 
 

120 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable Metcalfe 
121 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable Metcalfe 
122 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable Metcalfe 
123 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1904 
124 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable Metcalfe 
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1905 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe: 

The Head Constable is the inspector under the Weights and Measures Act, Common Lodging 

Houses, Hackney Carriage Act, Petroleum Act, Explosives Act, Shop Hours Act, Music and 

Dancing Act, Diseases of Animals Act. 

PC 13 Perry died after 23 yearsô service. 

Average age of the force was 35½ years, average height 5 feet 10 ı inches with 13İ yearsô 

service with an average pay of £1 12s 3d. 125 

1906 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe:126 

Force was augmented by three constables. Six men appointed in the year leaving two vacancies 127 

1907 August 24: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser:  Police at Cricket  ï By invitation of Miss 

Rawson, the aunt of Cpt R H Rawson, a cricket match followed by a dinner took place at Crawley on 

Thursday of last week between the local fire brigade and a team of the Reigate Borough Police. The 

latter, who travelled each way by brake were under the captaincy of PS Taylor. The wet weather 

greatly interfered with the match and after scoring 70 for five wickets the Brigade declared. Two police 

wickets fell quickly but then a stand was made by PCs Watson and Hood. The former had the 

satisfaction of reaching his half century, and when rain stopped play the match was left drawn. 

1907 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe 128: 

Accidents 58 injured ï three fatal 13 taken ill  in the street. Hand and horse ambulance used 14 times, 

the latter eight times privately 

1908 April 3: Surrey Mirror: Games Contest - A games contest took place at Redhill Police Station 

on Wednesday of last week between Reigate Borough Police and Mr. Othenôs team. Games of whist, 

draughts and dominoes were played, the result being Reigate Borough Police 13, Mr. Othenôs team 

20. 

1908 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe141 

Number of licenses granted to children to trade in the streets- 78 (A new by-law 1 December 1908) 

As police duties have increased considerably during past years it was thought the duties of Coronerôs 

Officer might be performed by others and the police therefore resigned from these dutiesô 

1908 Strength ï 1 Head Constable, 2 inspectors, 1 clerk sergeant, 1 detective sergeant, 1 weights and 

measures sergeant, 4 patrol sergeants and 27 constables. 142 

 
 

125 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1905 
126 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1906 
127 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1906 
128 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1907 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 14 April  2022 

938at938@gmail.com 

57 

 

 

 

Chief Constable Mr J Metcalfe of the Borough Police en-route to a civic service at the Reigate 

Parish Church in 1909 with members of the Fire Brigade marching behind (Picture Alan Moore) 

1909 September: Reported that Reigate was óinvadedô and the station óbesiegedô by about two 

hundred applicants anxious to become policemen. 143 

1909 August 6: Surrey Mirror:  Cricket. Gatton Park Employees XI  v Reigate Borough   Police 

XI  - Played at Gatton Park on Wednesday July 28th resulted in a win for the home team by 51runs. 

1909 September 4: West Sussex County Times: One of the rare occasions on which the members 

of Reigate Borough Police force have an opportunity to appear on the cricket ground  transpired when 

accepting the kind invitation of Col R H Rawson, they met the Bolney club on the cricket ground 

adjoining his premises at Gravenhurst. The day proved pleasantly fine, and the outing was vastly 

enjoyed. Bolney beating the Reigate Borough Police by an innings and 12 runs. 

The teams being entertained to supper by Col and Lady Beatrice Rawson who expressed their hopes 

that more cricket would be played on his ground in the future. He was informed that the police had few 

opportunities for practice, and this probably had something to do with the result of the match. Col 

Rawson then told his Bolney friends to remember that a policemanôs life was not all cricket and if 

more time was taken up with that sport it was possible that the good people of Reigate would not rest 

so comfortably in their beds as they were enabled to do at present, secure in the knowledge that they 

were under the protection of such a splendid body of men as the Borough Police. He hoped that this 

match had paved the way for a series of meetings between the two sides. 

1909 September 10: Surrey Mirror: Cricket - Gatton Park Employees v Reigate Borough Police - 

On Wednesday the Borough Police played their return match with the Gatton Park Employees at 

ñIvanhoeò by kind permission of Mr. James Powell but unfortunately the rain prevented the visitors 

completing their innings, though they had already passed their opponentôs score. Afterwards the 

players sat down to an enjoyable meal when the hope was expressed that the two teams might meet 

again the next year. 

1909 October 12: Surrey Mirror: Police Presentations: retired officers honoured at Reigate: There 

was a large gathering of police officers of all ranks at the Municipal Buildings at Reigate   on Friday 

afternoon on the occasion of presentations to ex-Inspector Henry Lee and ex-PC Henry Greenfield 
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late of the Borough force, both of whom retired in June of this year. The Head Constable (Mr. J 

Metcalfe) presided and there were also present Inspectors Howlett and Skeggs, Sergeants Taylor, 

Rosam, Kendrick, Watson and Bullimore, and a large number of constables. 

The Head Constable in making the presentation gave a brief record of the work done by the two 

officers whom they were assembled that day to honour and spoke in eulogistic terms in the way they 

which their duties have always been carried out. Speaking of ex-Inspector Lee, he said it had always 

been a great pleasure to work with him, and they all felt sorry to lose him, for there was always a 

touch of sadness about parting with friends who had proved themselves to be good and sound ones. 

Ex-Inspector Lee was always a reliable officer, and never too hard on his men ï if he erred at all it was 

in the other direction. Ex-PC Greenfield also had an excellent good conduct record, had served 30 

years, was always steady and punctual, civil  and  obliging and was never heard to grumble. Like ex-

Inspector Lee he tried to live respected, and they all hoped that the two officers would live long to 

enjoy their pensions and remember with some gratification the years they had spent in the Force. 

(Applause). The Head Constable then formally presented to the retired officers the gifts which had 

been subscribed for by members of the Force. Ex-Inspector Lee was the recipient of a handsome 

barometer, while Ex-PC Greenfieldôs memento took the form of a timepiece, both gifts being 

mounted in oak and suitable engraved as ñbeing marks of esteem from the members of the Reigate 

Borough Police.ò 

Ex-Inspector Lee afterwards responded in humorous phrases and spoke of the many changes which 

had taken place in the Force since he joined it, particularly with reference to providing for the comfort 

of the men. 

(See 1927 when the death of Inspector Lee is recorded) 

1909 November 9: Coronerôs officerôs duties were passed from the police to a retired Police 

Inspector Henry Lee. The Chief Constable directed that police officers would ñcheerfully render all 

such assistance.ò 129 

1909 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe: The fingerprint 

system proves an excellent aid in the detection of crime. 130 

1910 July 22: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  - Gatton Park Employees v Reigate Borough Police- Played 

at Gatton Park on Wednesday resulted in a win for the home team by 174 runs.  

1910 July 23: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser - Redhill Harriers ï At a successful sports 

meeting at Redhill there was a relay team race between the Reigate Borough Police and the Postmen, 

both in uniform. The Police got off well but lost their lead which however was well regained by PS 

Hood. The last policeman got off with a useful lead and he was able to increase it, as the last postman 

slipped and fell as he started. The postman was unable to make up lost ground and the police won 

rather easily.  

 
 

129 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable Metcalfe 
130 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1909 
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1910 August 19 Surrey Mirror : Reigate Police - Pleasant day at Gravenhurst. At the kind invitation 

of Col R H Rawson, M.P a number of members of Reigate Borough Constabulary spent a pleasant 

day at Gravenhurst, Bolney on Thursday when they met the local club at cricket. This is the second 

occasion on which the members of the Borough Police have been entertained by Col Rawson, whose 

kindness had been greatly appreciated. Both teams were shown over the grounds and house by their 

generous host, who was unsparing in his efforts to promote the comfort and pleasure of his guests. 

The match resulted in a win for the Bolney club by seven wickets. For Reigate Police PS Hood was 

top scorer with 16 runs, while PC Prangell, four wickets for 6 runs, PS Watson three for 2 and PS 

Hood three for 19 were most successful with the ball. At the conclusion an admirable tea was served.  

1910 September 2: Surrey Mirror Cricket  ï Gatton Park Employees v Reigate Borough Police 

played at Ivanhoe, Reigate on Tuesday August 23rd resulted in a win for Gatton Park by 38 runs. 

1910 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe: 

A significant number of books were presented to the police library and in the annual report the 

chief constable is showing his learning by alluding to a number of authors. 

The 1910 annual report list convictions for drunkenness since 1901. 131 

1901 72 1902 60 1903 101 1904 87 1905 124 

1906 90 1907 103 1908 84 1909 88 1910 67 

 

Chief Constable Metcalfe walking alongside the procession commemorating King Edward VII  

on May 20th, 1910 (Picture Alan Moore) 132 

1911 Coronation Police Medal 1911 Reigate Borough 133 

Chief Constable Mr James Metcalf e 

 
 

131 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1910 
132 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
133 From Tony Collman 2021 
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Inspector Fred Howlett 

1911 March 25: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Football- The Borough Police v Postmen- 

The match played on Monday between Reigate Borough Police and the Postmen resulted in a win by 

the police by 3 goals to 1. 

1911 April 15 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Football- Borough Police v Postmen- Defeat 

once more awaited the postmen when they met the borough police in a Match held at Redhill Sports 

Ground on Wednesday afternoon. The day was an excellent one and both teams had an equal chance. 

The policemen however soon scored twice through Kitchener and Green followed later with another, 

making a total of three for the police. The postmen made several valiant efforts, but the policemenôs 

goal was well guarded and they failed to score. 

1911 July 1 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Cricket - An interesting match was played at 

Ivanhoe on Wednesday of last week when Reigate Postal were opposed by an eleven of the Borough 

Police. The ñgentlemen in blueò having defeated the Postmen at football, the latter were very anxious 

to turn the tables at the summer pastime. Their success was easily obtained. The match, however, was 

marred by a couple of accidents, Insp Skeggs having his hand badly injured in taking a catch on the 

boundary and PC Leonard having his eye somewhat badly cut while batting. Skilton and Frost bowled 

well for the Postmen and disposed of their opponents for a total of 62., Ash, Kitchener and Birch 

alone running into double figure. The Postal team responded with three wickets for 160 runs. G 

Scrivens carrying out his bat for a vigorous 104. 

1911 July 29: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Reigate Police Fete at ñThe Baronsò on 

behalf of the Borough Police and Postmenôs Recreation Funds. The programme opened with a 

football match between a team of Police who were in uniform, and a team known as the ñIdlersò who 

were in costume. A tug-of-war between the police and postmen was productive of much excitement, 

victory going to the former team, who won the handsome cup presented by the East Surrey Traction 

Co.  

1911 August 4 Surrey Mirror : Cricket - Reigate Borough Police v Gatton Park- Played at Gatton 

Park on Thursday, the homesters winning by 68 runs. At the conclusion of the match the Reigate 

Borough Police Team were entertained to tea by their opponents. 

1911 August 12: Croydon Chronicle and East Surrey Advertiser: Police entertained by M.P - Our 

local ñRobertsò were on Friday able to vary the monotony of watching local pubs and detecting crime 

by a trip to a place some distance from their local beats. In short óGravenhurstô Sussex the seat of Col 

Rawson, the Member for Reigate Division where they were entertained right royally by Col and Lady 

Rawson. A feature of a most enjoyable day was a cricket match between the Reigate Borough Police 

and a picked eleven from the Bolney clubs. The thief takers proved more than a match for the Sussex 

players and captained by Insp Skeggs they scored a victory. Skeggs was quite in the form he was 

wont to be in the old days when a plain clothes detective in the force, when he so worthily upheld the 

reputation of the police team. 

1911 August 26: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Services at Play - A series of challenges 

between the three services in the Borough of Reigate, the Police, Fire Brigade and the Postmen was 
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held at Reigate Priory Cricket Ground. The programme included an inter service tug-of war, relay 

race and throwing a cricket ball, while an independent uniform race was arranged for members of 

each service. The inter services events resulted in a complete triumph for the Police as they were 

victors on each occasion. They won the tug-of-war with the greatest of ease, defeating the Fire 

Brigade by two pulls to none in the first heat and the Postmen in the final by a similar margin. Thus, 

holding for one year the cup presented to the Police Force some time ago by Princes Wiamsenski. 

They were also easy winners in the relay race, in which the Postmen also ran exceedingly well.  

PS Hood gave the Police a capital win in throwing the cricket ball, his final distance being 85 yards 

9 inches. Hawkins also threw splendidly but spoilt any chance he might have had by skying the ball 

too much. The uniform race provided great amusement, the Postmen perhaps occasioning most 

merriment. An equal number of men ran half the distance round the 220-yard course, each exchanging 

helmets and tunics with a second competitor. A condition was that the tunics were to be fully buttoned 

up, but one competitor was in a hopeless condition as he could not get into his tunic by inches, while 

another careered round the course wearing a helmet many sizes too large. PS Bullimore won the 

Police uniform race beating PC Dale into second place. PC Dale would have been the easy winner 

but stood whilst buttoning up his tunic. 

1911 September 2: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Police at Cricket ï Pleasant game at 

Bolney- The return Cricket match between the Bolney Club and Reigate Borough Police was played 

on Thursday on the Priory Cricket Ground. The game was an interesting one, the teams being fairly 

evenly matched for when the last wicket fell the visitors were only leading by a single run. The score 

being Bolney 146 and Borough Police 145. In the evening both teams sat down to dinner at the Market 

Hotel, Reigate. 

1911 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe: 134 

The annual report has added in script on the cover ñThe Chief Constable and Chief Officer of the Fire 

Brigade.ò This was not unusual in the borough police forces where often the local borough council 

would have buildings containing what are now the three emergency services all under the control of 

the senior police officer responsible to the chairman of the Watch Committee. 

1912 July 27: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Cricket- Gatton Park Employees v Reigate 

Borough Police. Played at Gatton Park on July 18th resulted in a win for the home team.  

1912 August 8: West Sussex Gazette: Bolney- Col R H Rawson, M.P. took a kindly interest in the 

annual cricket match in Gravenhurst Park on Friday between the Reigate Borough Police and Bolney. 

The home side made 58 and 37 and the police 43. Col Rawson presided at the dinner and very 

enthusiastic cheers were given for him, Lady Beatrice Rawson and the family. 

1912 August 24: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Cricket- Gatton Park Employees v 

Reigate Borough Police, played at Ivanhoe on Tuesday resulted in a win for the visitors.  

 
 

134 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1911 
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1912 September 14: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Cricket - Reigate Police v Reigate 

Postal was won by the Postal team by 60 runs 

 

Reigate Borough 1912 Chief Constable Metcalfe, two inspectors and four  sergeants 

1912 September 28: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Reigate Police at cricket- The return 

cricket match between the Bolney Cricket Club and a team representing Reigate Borough Police 

Force took place on Thursday on the Reigate Priory Cricket Ground. The game was played under 

pleasant conditions and was greatly enjoyed by those taking part. In the end the visitors were able to 

claim victory, thanks to a contribution of 66 not out by the Vicar of Bolney, his teams total score 

being 178. For the police, PS Hood took three wickets for 50 runs, PC Watson 3 for 48 and PC Sturt 

4 for 37. The police responded with 75, the top scorer being PS Hood with 21.A feature of the innings 

was the splendid hitting of PS Watson who on one occasion hit the ball over the pavilion, scoring out 

of his total of 19, 16 in three successive hits, made up of two sixes and a four. The homesters went in 

for a second time knocking up 62, the principal contributor being PC Kitchener with a well- played 

31. 

1912 October 26: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Football ï Reigate Police v Reigate Early 

Closers. On the Priory Ground on Wednesday, a game was played between the Reigate Borough 

Police and the Reigate Early Closers. The result being a draw of three goals each. 

1912 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe including a report 

on the activities of the Fire Brigade: 135 

Commendations were awarded to Sergeants Kendrick, Bullimore and Hood by the Watch 

Committee for their diligence and tact in effecting the arrest for fraud a notorious criminal. 

 

 
 

135 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1911 
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Reigate Borough Police constable 36 with new style helmet without the spike, a duty band and 

a badge right upper arm probably a first aid award. 

1913 August 14: Fire Reigate Priory: Lord Beattyôs Surrey Home: Fire broke out last evening 

when the roof was damaged the flames having taken hold of the oak beams. No one was injured. 

During the day three fires were found within the house. 

The Fire Brigade received 16 calls in the year two of which were outside the Borough 

1913 The force accepted increased responsibilities for the ambulance service in 1913 and it was ordered 

that an ambulance constable was to accompany the horse ambulance on all calls at a charge of five 

shillings for the first hour and one shilling per quarter hour thereafter, for the ambulance, horse and 

driver. The war years saw the force depleted as men enlisted and about thirty special constables were 

engaged. 136 

 
 

136 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
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Date unknown but Chief Constable Metcalfe and First Aid medals St John's Ambulance 

Association awards Collar numbers visible PC3 PC9 PC23 PC10 PC29 PS1? 

1913 April 12: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Friendly Football  Matches- Reigate 

Borough Police v Reigate Early Closers played on Wednesday on three Reigate Priory Ground. At 

half time the score was one each but during the second half the police put on another goal, thus 

winning by two goals to one. For the police, Lawrence and Shaw, the latter in goal played a fine 

game, the goal scores being Barnett and Lawrence, for the Early Closers Lacey scored. 

1913 August 30 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Cricket - Gatton Park Employees v Reigate 

Borough Police. Played at Gatton Park on Thursday resulted in a win for the home team by an innings 

and four runs.  

1913 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe including a report 

on the activities of the Fire Brigade: 137 

Reigate Borough Police Manpower Statistics 

 

 
 

137 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1913 
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Year Average Average  

height 

Average        

service 

Average 

 pay 

Sickness 

injury  

Per man 

1909 32 5ft 10 ¾ 10 £1 10 9d 9.8 

1910 35  10 £1 11 7d 0.4 

1911 35  10 £ 1 11 9d 2.3 

1912 35  11 £1 11 3d 4.0 

1913 34  12 £ 1 11 8d 8.9 

 

1913: An agreement was reached with Guildford Borough to provide mutual aid when required. 138 

Crime figures; a selection from the annual reports 

Crime 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913 

Rape 1  1   

Burglary 6 5 5 6 6 

Larceny 64 46 48 42 48 

Housebreakin

g 

 4  7 10 

Arson   1 2  

Malicious 

wounding 

    1 

 

1913: The Reigate Watch Committee instituted a police medal for Good Service in September 

1913, to reward 25 good yearsô service by members of its police force. The medal was in silver. On 

the obverse of the medal was depicted the borough coat of arms, with the inscription 25 Years Good 

Service above with Reigate Borough Police below. The reverse had   a wreath of oak leaves, with a 

space for the recipientôs name, rank and date of a death. The medal ribbon was of a medium blue and 

the medal was discontinued on the 1st of March 1943, when the force was amalgamated with the 

Surrey Constabulary by virtue of the War Emergency Powers Act. James Metcalfe was the Chief 

Constable when the medal was instituted.   

 
 

138 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1913 
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A Reigate Borough police 25-year good service medal, the reverse of which shows that it belonged 

to Sergeant Gilbert Attwood. The St John medal is dated 1911 so indicates the period in which Sergeant 

Attwood served.139 

1914-1918: During World War One the regular police force had to carry out many extra duties, 

which left a gap that was filled in the Borough initially by ñThe Vigilant Association.ò This was an 

organisation formed in 1914 under the presidency of a Mr G. H. Redwood that attracted volunteers 

who wanted to provide a service to the community. It was soon realised, however, that if they were 

to have authority, they would have to be properly recognised by the official police command, so the 

Head Constable took charge and swore them in as a body of Special Constables before the Borough 

Magistrates. The Borough was divided into eleven beats, and over each beat was appointed a Chief. 

The names of these Chiefs never appeared in the press, the reason given being that they wanted to 

carry out their work for its own sake and not for the purpose of parading themselves or their work 

before the public. 

Special Constables had no uniforms but were issued with armlets, whistles and truncheons, and       later 

on badges. They patrolled the beats from 10pm to 6am. Needless to say, the weather was often 

atrocious, and men returned home after their night's work soaked to the skin or frozen, or both. 

Nevertheless, the presence of the Special Constabulary freed the regular police from the mundane and 

allowed them to carry out necessary war duties.140 

1914 April 24: Surrey Mirror - Boxing at Redhill ï The Market Hall, Redhill was filled on 

Wednesday to witness well managed and properly conducted boxing entertainment arranged by Lieut. 

Betts of Aldershot. In the Eight Rounds Contest Lance ï Corp Gibbons (Royal Munster Fusiliers) 

beat Mat Normington (Reigate Borough Police). In the first session the soldier was particularly smart 

and clever at close quarters. Early in the next session with a hook on the chin Normington fell and 

took the count. 

 
 

139 All  medal and badge pictures Tony Collman 
140 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
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1914 August 3: Annual Leave was suspended; officers leaving the Borough off duty must have 

permission; attention must be paid to all bridges and tunnels; special attention to be paid to suspicious 

persons. 141 

1914 August 4 war declared. The chief constable sought to discover how many of his officers were 

classed as regular reservists and as special reserves. 142 

1914: Reigate Borough Police was depleted by men returning to the Colours and volunteering for the 

armed forces. The Borough strength was supplemented by 30 Special Constables. 143 

1914 August 11: Mid Sussex Timesï Cricket - Bolney v Reigate Borough Police - At the invitation 

of Col R H Rawson, M.P. this annual event took place at Gravenshurst on Tuesday, when, despite the 

unpleasant weather conditions and the war cloud overhanging the nation an enjoyable game resulted 

in victory for the home team by 42 runs. Following the match, a hot dinner was provided for the 

teams. 

1914 October 2: Annual leave restored 144 

1914 November 13: The chief constable ordered that the whole force will parade in their best  uniform 

for church parade at St Mathewôs Church. 145 

1914 December 31: Annual Report Chief Constable Reigate Borough Police: James Metcalfe to the 

Watch Committee including a report on the activities of the Fire Brigade: 

The War brought many extra duties to the police, exacerbated by the loss of men on the Army Reserve 

list and other volunteers. After war was declared in August police undertook the role of registering 

all aliens including Belgian refugees. A further role was that of Billet Master, finding lodgings for 

members of the army. The chief constable reported that since war was declared ñmuch onerous and 

anxious workò fell to the police. 

 

 
 

141 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable Metcalfe 
142 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable Metcalfe 
143 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
144 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1913 
145 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable Metcalfe 
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1914 Reigate Borough Police Truncheon. The truncheon, made from wood, polished. It has a four-

ribbed grip with smooth rounded pommel. The original leather arm strap is not included. Service 

marks read ñReigate Borough Police.ò 146 

 

 

1914 Reigate Borough Police with Chief Constable Metcalfe outside Town Hall 

The Reigate Borough Police remained a small force. In 1914, it had 40 officers in total, comprising 

1 Head Constable, 2 Inspectors, 7 Sergeants and 30 Constables. 

A system of Special Police was organised in August. About 30 such Specials with a chief and deputy 

chief were engaged for each night beat. Reluctantly the police again became Coronerôs Officers 

following an appeal from the Coroner to the Watch Committee. 147 (See 1909) 

 
 

146 https://www.gunstar.co.uk/a-reigate-borough-1914-ww1-police-truncheon/Accessories/864583 
147 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1914 
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1915 January 1: Surrey Mirror Boxing  at Redhill - A capital eveningôs boxing was seen at the 

Market Hall Redhill on Wednesday, the programme arranged by the 10th Batt London Regt. In the 11 

stone contest Pte Goddard beat PC Normington (Reigate Borough Police). In the only round Goddard, 

a hard hitter got one in on the side of Normingtonôs head from which the constable did not recover 

and the decision was no longer in doubt. 

1915 members of the regular police began joining the colours and a system of introducing paid Special 

Constables was introduced. This was a controversial situation. The 'Specials', volunteers to a man, 

had never asked for payment at any time, and when they were suddenly asked to provide paid service 

in lieu of regular members of the Force found themselves ñunable to wholly meet those needs.ò What 

exactly this meant is unclear, but it was said at the time that the ñSpecialsò should have been retained 

as a purely voluntary force and those drafted into the paid service kept as a separate auxiliary force. 

The result was that the well-intentioned ñVigilantsò had lost much of its momentum by the end of 

1915. 148 

Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 18 September 1915 

1915 óThe War has made the work of the Clerical and Detective Departments of the Force very heavy. 

Considerable investigations and reports occupying much time and attention have had to be made to the 

Home Office, the War Office, the Competent Military Authorities and other Police Forces.ô149 

 

 
 

148 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
149 http://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/reigate-borough-police-in-the-great-war/ 
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War impacts the Reigate Borough Police 

1915 June 21, Head Constable Reigate Borough Police report to Standing Joint Committee: 

Reigate Borough Police Sergeants Watson and Taylor and PC Stanwell were informed they 

had their right to retire on pension withdrawn for the period of the war. 150 

Reigate Borough Police PCs Lawrence, Miles, Morse, Wilkinson, Santer and Foster were 

given permission to join the Army. 151 

The Head Constable Reigate Borough Police was authorised to pay Special Constables who 

carry out ordinary police duty 32 shillings a week rising after satisfactory service to 35 shillings 

per week.152 

These figures come from a report of the 31 December 1918 to the Watch Committee: The 

establishment of Reigate Borough Police was 40 and strength of 20 with 14 men in the Army. Officers 

re-joining the force from the army have to be re-attested, but their war service will count towards 

their pension.153 

1915 August 9: Permission for PCs Hickman and Smith Reigate Borough Police to join the Army as 

soon as arrangements could be made for their release. 154 

The Chief Constable Reigate Borough Police report to the Watch Committee for 1916 is unfortunately 

missing from the collection of reports held at the Surrey History Centre. 

1915 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe including a report 

on the activities of the Fire Brigade: 155 

Police Constable 13 Frederick Marks and Police Constable 31 Ernest Didier St Amand resigned 

to join the Army.156 

A Special Branch of the Special Police was formed under two chiefs to give attention to special 

matters, and they have done some very good work. 157  

The Head Constable was advised to fill  the vacancies in the force temporarily, if  possible, from 

the Special Constabulary.158 

The military authorities were empowered to use the police cells so far as can be spared.159 

 
 

150 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915 
151 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915 
152 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915 
153 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1918 
154 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915 
155SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915 
156 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915 
157 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915 
158 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915 
159 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915 
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1914 Reigate Borough Special Constabulary 

The Head Constable was instructed to carry out the instructions of the Home Office with regard to the 

registration of Belgian refugees 160. (The start of the war saw an influx of refugees from Belgium to 

Britain. In September 1914 the British government offered "victims of war the hospitality of the 

British nation." The British Government accepted the responsibility for the reception, maintenance 

and registration of Belgian refugees, while at the same time sought out assistance in housing the 

refugees with local authorities. The Belgian refugees remained in Britain until after the end of the 

First World War, when most returned to Belgium.) 161 

1915 April 12: Rex v Woodman: Special Constables Budgen and Gale were commended by the 

Watch Committee with £12 12s set aside for a suitable present for them. 162 

1915 April  12: PC Spain commended and awarded £3 3s.163 

1915 May 17: The difference in pay of a constable prior to marriage and his Army pay was ordered 

to be made up. 164 

Women Patrols across the County of Surrey from 1915 165 

Two separate (and to some extent rival) organisations of women police were established during World 

War I, in response to the social and moral challenges thrown up by the war. In 1914, the suffragette 

Miss Margaret Damer Dawson and the journalist Nina Boyle established the Women Police 

Volunteers, later the Women Police Service (and later still the Womenôs Auxiliary Service), which 

 
 

160 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1915 
161 http://www.manchester.gov.uk/info/1062/archive_collections/506/multi-cultural_manchester/10 
162 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1915 
163 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1915 
164 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1915 
165 Michael Page using as reference reports of Chief Constable to Standing Joint Committee contained in SHC ref 

CC98/1/5, H Keatley Moore and W C Berwick Sayers óCroydon and the Great Warô (1920) and W H Oakley, óGuildford in 

the Great Warô (1934) wrote the following which is part of Surrey in the Great War project) 
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operated from headquarters in Eccleston Square, London, and received some support from 

Metropolitan Police Commissioner Sir Edward Henry. 166 

 

 

Surrey Constabulary First  World  War Women Patrol 

Henryôs successor, Sir Nevil Macready was less enthusiastic but gave his support to the women police 

patrols which had been set up by the National Union of Women Workers, with the encouragement of 

Scotland Yard, with a brief to work among the women and girls who were coming to London in 

increasing numbers and congregating around the army camps, parks, recruiting stations and railway 

terminals; later in the war the patrols operated within the munitions factories, concerned to guard the 

moral welfare of young, single women, away from home and family and with money in their pockets. 
167 

Both organisations soon spread beyond the Metropolitan Police area to other parts of the country, 

including Surrey. In Reigate and Redhill, (Reigate Borough Police area) women patrols were working 

early in 1915. An article in the Surrey Mirror of 23 March 1915 defended their work, denying that they 

were a police force or were intended to stop soldiers meeting women. The patrols, who wore striped 

armlets and carried a card signed by the Head Constable and with a number registered at Scotland Yard, 

did not seek to ñrescue the fallen, but to prevent the ignorant from falling.ò This was to be accomplished 

by patrolling the areas where girls were ñloitering about the places where soldiers are to be met.ò A 

committee, the secretary of which was Jessie Heesom of Welton House, Redhill, oversaw their 

work.168 

 
 

166 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 
167 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 
168 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 
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Jessie Heesom 169 

Similar patrols were established in Weybridge in 1915. As in Reigate and Redhill, they did not meet 

with universal approval. A letter printed in the Surrey Herald of 18 June 1915 from ñA Weybridge 

Girlôs Brother in Khakiò believed the patrols, set up ñfor the purpose of preventing anyone in uniform 

from enjoying the society of girlsò constituted óa studied insult to both parties é. though I think it 

totally unnecessary to attempt to defend the good name of the Weybridge lasses, I am sure they have 

no superior in character or behaviour in all parts where my regiment has been quartered.ò 170 

A reply from ñOne Who Knowsò (25 June) denied that the patrols were designed to prevent the sexes 

from mixing and said that on the contrary a Club had been set up, which provided a safe environment 

for dances and socials. Towards the end of the war, at a meeting reported in the Herald of 12 July 

1918, Sir Francis Champneys praised the work of the Weybridge patrols in countering the dangers 

posed by ñthe flapper, the girl between 14 and 18ò, which ñat that moment was one of the greatest 

problems for the countryò. Champneys lamented the spread of venereal disease and advocated self-

control, parental discipline and knowledge of the catechism. Mrs Macfarlane, Metropolitan Organiser 

of Women Patrols, agreed with Sir Francisô diagnosis of the problem and asserted that ñIt was to 

protect the growing girls that the movement was started. They were preventive agents, ready to help 

girls and warn them and to be their friends, thus preventing them from hurting themselves and 

othersò.171 

 
 

 
169 From Willo  Heesom 31 August 2018 to Robert Bartlett 
170 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 
171 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 
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In Guildford, women patrols were established in July 1916, with eight operating by December 1916. 

They had been coached by Winifred Kersey, of the London Womenôs Patrol Committee, and the Surrey 

Advertiser of 4 December 1916 carried a justification of their presence in the town: óour object is 

entirely to befriend young girls é. What we want is to create a moral atmosphere in the streets by our 

silent presenceô. Each patrol wore an armlet and carried a card signed by Surrey Chief Constable 

Sant.172 

In July 1918 the Guildford Borough Council considered and rejected a suggestion of the local branch 

of the National Union of Women Workers that two women police officers should be appointed to the 

Boroughôs police force óin view of the special and grave danger to which the young girls of the town 

are exposed at the present time, and as a means of securing an improvement in the conduct of members 

of the public, particularly in the neighbourhood of the river (Surrey Advertiser, 31 July 1918). The 

Council considered that ñit is not easy to regard women as the instruments of that force upon which 

the law relies in the last resortò and argued that the volunteer women patrols, seemingly abandoned by 

this point, should be revived 

A club was set up in Godalming, again on the recommendation of the local Womenôs Patrol 

Committee and with the enthusiastic endorsement of General R G E Leckie, the commanding officer 

of the Canadian soldiers in Witley Camp. It opened in February 1917, occupying the Borough Hall 

on weekday evenings and the Court Room between 2.30 and 9pm at weekends (Surrey Advertiser, 

22 January and 5 February 1917). By March 1918 the Godalming Patrols had ceased to operate though 

the Surrey Advertiser of 6 March urged the continuing need: óThe giddy, giggling, irresponsible 

flappers one sees ogling soldiers and inviting their attentions are not only a danger to themselves and 

the men, but they are a danger to their sex generally, for they cheapen woman hood in the eyes of the 

men in khakiô.173 

The Surrey Constabulary experimented with paid women police officers, recruited from the WPS. In 

December 1918, Chief Constable Sant reported that he had appointed women police ófor the purpose 

of dealing with the females at the camps in the vicinity of Frimley, in consequence of the employment 

of a number of women at the camps.ò The Commandant of Women Police at Eccleston Square had 

sent four potentially suitable candidates, and two were taken on, although they had to suffer a demotion 

to work in Surrey, their ranks being lowered from Sub-Inspector and Sergeant to Sergeant and 

Constable. Sant argued that women constables should be appointed across the county, as they would 

be particularly valuable in watching suicidal female prisoners and in attending female prisoners while 

the latter were in court and subsequently escorting them to prison. Such work generally had to be 

undertaken by the wives of serving policemen, who often had to be accompanied by their husbands 

ófor safetyô.174 

In December 1918 Sant reported that 31 women had been prosecuted under Section 40D of the Defence 

of the Realm Act for continuing their trade while carrying sexually transmitted diseases. Twenty-

 
 

172 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 
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seven of the 31 had been convicted and had each received four months imprisonment. The Chief 

Constable commented óit is computed that these 27 women had connections with at least 10 different 

men a week, so that at the end of four months, no less than 4320 men would have been contaminated 

by themô. 175 

However, in March 1919, the Chief Constable reported that as demobilisation of troops was 

proceeding, the two policewomen at Frimley were no longer required and had been laid off. 

One policewoman continued to work in the Godalming Division, where she was fully occupied in 

attending on female prisoners; probably many were prostitutes in the vicinity of Witley Camp. 176 

Reigate Borough Police: 1915 Annual Report: The Head Constable, Sergeant Howard, PC Spain 

and PC Sturt appointed officers of the Local Authority under the Public Health Act, Amendment Act 

1907 respecting dealers in old metal and marine stores.177 

1915 June 21: Sergeants Watson and Taylor and PC Stanwell were informed they had their right to 

retire on pension withdrawn for the period of the War. 178 

1915 June 21: PCs Lawrence, Miles, Morse, Wilkinson, Santer and Foster were given permission to 

join the Army. 179 

Miles Harry Reuban 

PC7 

 

 

Enlisted Royal 

Field Artillery 

as a gunner 

June 21, 1915, 

police 

record 20 July 

1915 

demob 11 January 

1919 resumed 

Reigate Borough 

Police 4 January 

1914 

Rank of signaller 

acting sergeant 

Inspector in 

Winchester from 

1925) Head 

Constable 1942 ï 

1943 

 

1915 June 21: PCs Lawrence, Miles, Morse, Wilkinson, Santer and Foster were given permission to 

join the Army. 180 

1915 June 21: The Head Constable was authorised to pay Special Constables who carry out ordinary 

police duty 32 shillings a week rising after satisfactory service to 35 shillings per week.181 

 
 

175 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 
176 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 
177 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1915 
178 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1915 
179 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1915 
180 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police report to year end 31 December 1915 
181 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1915 
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1915 August 9: Permission for PCs Hickman and Smith to join the Army as soon as arrangements 

could be made for their release. 182 

1915 December: Some of the Reigate Borough Police officers in the armed forces: Police Constable 

13 Frederick Marks and Police Constable 31 Ernest Didier St Amand resigned to join the Army.183  

1917 September 11: PC Wilkinson congratulated on his promotion in the Royal Flying Corps198  

1917 October 15: A letter of sympathy was sent by the Watch Committee to PC Leonard on the loss 

of his son on active service. 184 

1916 The Chief Constables report to the Watch Committee for 1916 is unfortunately missing     from 

the collection of reports held at the Surrey History Centre. 

1916 (incorporated into the report for 1917) ï óAprilé War Bonus of 3s per week granted to each 

member é Half pay granted to members of Fire Brigade called as ñStand-Byò when hostile aircraft 

are reportedô; óMay é The question of calling the Fire Brigade to ñStand-Byò in case of Air raids 

left to the discretion of the Head Constableô; óSeptember é The Head Constable to inform Station 

Officer of every order received of the approach of hostile aircraftô; óDecember é The allowance 

agreed to be made by the Council to members in HM Forces to be continued as required éô 185 

1917 ï óFebruary é War bonus adjourned é Reeves fund to be invested in War Savings 

Certificatesô; óMarch é No further depletion [of manpower] for military service é War Bonus    

Committee to consider further War Bonus to the Police é War Bonus increased by 1/- [shilling] per 

week for each dependent child, the bonus not to exceed 5/- [shillings] per weekô; óApril é Two 

guineas granted to PC Bryan for extra clerical services during the warô óJune é Head Constable to 

require discontinuance of noisy instruments [perhaps the army band?] 

é Police and Weights and Measures Department to enforce Food Orders as to prices and weightsô; 

óJuly é Food control correspondence é Dilution of flour referred to Sanitary Committeeô; 

óSeptember é Head Constable presented memorial for war bonus é 6s per week and 1s for each 

dependent child granted to all ranksô; óOctober é Supt Mason paid for air raid calls and granted £3 

for past é Letter of sympathy for PC Leonard in the loss of his son on active service é Home 

Office and air raids, and early closingô; óDecember é War Bonus resolution 4 of Sept 10th rescinded, 

and 5s per week to each member (except the Head Constable) 2s 6d to his wife and 1s 6d for every 

child not over school age or earning substitutedô. 186 

Harry  Beresford Mann PC12 

Reigate Borough Police and Southend Borough 

 
 

182 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1915 
183 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police report to year end 31 December 1915 
184 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police report to year end 31 December 1915 
185  http://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/reigate-borough-police-in-the-great-war/ 
186 http://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/reigate-borough-police-in-the-great-war/ 
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Killed on Active Service 

Late Reigate Borough Police. Transferred to Southend Borough Constabulary September 1, 1914, 

and 1914 killed in action September 2, 1917. 

Harry Beresford Mann was born on March 4, 1890, in Chelsea. On June 17, 1910, he joined Reigate 

Borough Police serving in that force as Constable 12. His parents were then living in Barrack Road, 

Finchampstead, Berkshire and prior to joining the police Harry had been employed for a while at 

Wellington College, Berkshire. In February 1914, whilst living at 7 St. John's Terrace Road, Redhill 

he responded to an advertisement and applied for a transfer to Southend-on-Sea Borough Police force. 

He described himself as being five feet eleven inches tall, weighing twelve stones two pounds with a 

chest measurement of thirty-eight inches. He had blue eyes, brown hair and a fresh complexion. 

James Metcalfe, Head Constable of the Reigate Borough Police supported his application and wrote 

to the Chief Constable of Southend on February 27, 1914. 

"I have to inform you that the above named has my permission to apply for the office of constable in 

your force. He has served in this force since 17th June 1910, and in my opinion is quite eligible for the 

office he seeks. I have lost a number of fine young fellows in this way, but I am not surprised at those 

who have anything in them desiring to transfer to larger Boroughs where there is more going on. This 

loss is a rather serious inconvenience to me and my officers, but I am not at all disposed to in any way 

obstruct the freedom of such transfers." 

Harry was duly accepted by the Southend and appointed Constable 75 on April  1, 1914. He was posted 

to the Leigh section. 

On November 20, 1915 enlisted as Gunner 126548 Mann of L Battery, Royal Horse Artillery.  

PC Harry Mann was a member of L Battery and PC Phillip Saban also from Southend Borough Police 

was a member of Y Battery, Royal Horse Artillery. Harry Mann was recorded as missing presumed 

killed in action on November 30. His body, if ever recovered was never identified. He was twenty-

nine years old when he died. His police colleague Philip Saban was mortally wounded and died later 

of his wounds at the 29th Division Casualty Clearing Station at Grevillers on December 2, he was 

just twenty-four years of age. 

On January 10, 1918, Blanche E Mann, the widow of Harry Mann, who was then living at 9, Farm 

Avenue, Streatham, S.W.16 wrote to Mr Kerslake, Chief Constable of Southend Borough Police: 

ñIt is with great sorrow I must tell you my dear husband is feared killed. I have enclosed a copy of the 

letter one of his officers wrote for you to read and still hope that there is a possible chance of his being 

alive as so far, I have had no official news from the War Office. Yours truly Blanche E Mann.ò 

The letter that Blanche Mann referred to was from 2nd Lieutenant S H Edgar of L Battery, Royal 

Horse Artillery:  

ñI am writing these few lines to tell you how sorry I am not to be able to find any further traces of your 

husband. I have not written sooner as I hoped to have better news for you. I am afraid I can offer you 

but very little hope of his being alive but will tell you the circumstances. He together with three gallant 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 14 April  2022 

938at938@gmail.com 

79 

 

 

comrades voluntarily carried a wounded man to the dressing station when a shell burst in the party and 

I am afraid killed them all. We were unable to find out as the Germans were only a few yards off and 

we had to retire. All this happened at Manieres. I should like to say had your husband lived I should 

have recommended him for a decoration for very conspicuous gallantry. I can only offer you my most 

sincere sympathy in your great loss and say how much we all miss him.ò 

Mrs Blanche Mann never married again and in 1957, following the changes to the police Pension 

Regulations, she was awarded a widowôs pension. She was then living at 67 Lesbourne Road, Reigate, 

Surrey. 187 

1917: The Borough is divided in to 11 beats patrolled by special constables. 188 

1917: Police establishment is 40 but the actual number is 21, 19 short with 13 in the Army. 189 

1917 February 12: Sergeants Taylor and Watson permitted to retire on pension of £73 and 

£71 5s 2d respectively.190 

1917 March  13: PC Dale was awarded £1 1s for stopping a runaway horse 191 

1917 July 10: Sergeant Taylor commended for arresting a female burglar. 192 

1917 July 12: the Head Constable can travel second class the remainder of the force, 3rd Class  193 

1917 September 10: 264 greatcoats purchased for the Special Constabulary 194 

1917 September 11: PC Claydon awarded £1 1s for stopping a runaway horse 195 

1917 September 11: PC Wilkinson congratulated on his promotion in the Royal Flying Corps 196 

1917 October 15: A letter of sympathy was sent by the Watch Committee to PC Leonard on the 

loss of his son on active service.197 

1917 November 13: PC Kimber was wounded whilst on active service 198 

1917 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe including a report on the 

activities of the Fire Brigade: 213 December1915: Reigate Borough Police serving with the Colours: 

Constable 13 Frederick Marks and Police Constable 31 Ernest Didier St Amand resigned to join the Army.214 

 
 

187 http://www2.essex.police.uk/memorial/first-world-war.php?ww1Id=68 
188 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917 
189 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917 
190 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917 
191 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917 
192 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917 
193 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917 
194 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917 
195 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917 
196 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917 
197 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917 
198 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917 
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1915 June 21: PCs Lawrence, Miles, Morse, Wilkinson, Santer and Foster were given permission to join the 

Army. 215 1915 9 August: Permission for PCs Hickman and Smith to join the Army as soon as arrangements 

could be made for their release. 216 1917 September 11: PC Wilkinson congratulated on his promotion in the 

Royal Flying Corps217 1917 October 15: A letter of sympathy was sent by the Watch Committee to PC Leonard 

on the loss of his son on active service. 218 

1918 óConstables who have joined the army, whether as reservists or as volunteers or under the Military 

Service Acts, cease to be members of the police service, and on re-joining the police force should be 

formally re-attested and should be allowed to reckon their military service for the purposes of police 

pension, promotion and advances in the scale of payô 

Under óMiscellaneous Mattersô are recorded óWar was declared against Germany and Austria on the 

4th August, 1914ô and óThe Armistice was signed on the 11th November, and hostilities ceased at 

11amô. 

By 1918, although the strength of the force was officially still 40, the Reigate Constabulary had been 

reduced to 20, 14 of which had enlisted; one of those enlisted had re-joined the force and there were 

six vacancies. Apparently, none of those who enlisted are reported as killed on active duty but note 

the loss of PC Lawrence. 199  

1918 Pay: Inspector £3 5s per week rising annually by 3 shillings to £4225 Sergeants: £2 13s a week 

rising by 1 shilling annually to £2 17s Constables £2 per week rising by 1 shilling annually to £2 18s 

 

1918 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe including  a 

report on the activities of the Fire Brigade.  200 

Special Constable Williams Sims was commended for his promptitude in the detection of 

a fire. 201 

 
 

199 http://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/reigate-borough-police-in-the-great-war/ 
200 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1918 
201 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1918 
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PC Savage of the County Constabulary was awarded a guinea (By Reigate Borough Police 

Watch Committee) for stopping a runaway horse.223 

PC Dale was awarded a guinea for stopping a runaway horse and Sergeant Hoad and PC Dale 

were commended for rendering first aid224 

Mrs Marian Haiselden was appointed the second Police matron. 

Inspector Bullimore, Sergeants Sturt and Bryan were commended by the Home Office for work 

done in connection with aliensô duties. 202 

 

Inspector Bullimore 

 

Police Constable 2 DôArcy Randolph Cooper Reigate Borough Police 

Military  Foot Police Lance Corporal  

Called up 22 June 1915 and demobilised 22 August 1919 re-joined Reigate Borough Police 8 August 

1919. Born c1890 and dying in Surrey in the 2nd Quarter of 1965. He is listed in the electoral registers 

for Reigate after the War. 

 

 
 

202 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1918 
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Letter to the local newspaper Reigate Policeman Dislikes Shell Fire 203 

Lance Corporal D.R. Cooper of the M.F. Police, prior to enlistment was a member of the Reigate 

Borough Force. He now patrols a beat ñsomewhere in France,ò and it truthfully can be said in his case 

ñwhen a constabulary duty is to be done the policemanôs lot is not a happy one.ò He writes cheerfully 

to police constable Shaw to remind his old colleague he has not gone west and adds: ñI have been to 

several towns since I have been out here and have seen a bit of the country. I cannot say I care for as 

I do dear old Englandé. We are in the thick of things here, only 20 minutesô walk from the firing 

line, and under shell fire all the time. I can assure you it made me jump the first shell I had over me, 

but I am getting more used to them. Still, they want some getting used to, I can tell you. I had six over 

me the first night. I was on duty and one was pretty close enough to be uncomfortable. This place is all 

in ruins. The church is a perfect wreck; it was a lovely building before the bombarded it. 

We have a very comfortable billet in an empty house. The people left most of the furniture. We have a 

drawing room etc., also a gramophone, which helps to pass the time away. Of course, all the records 

are French, but some of them are very good. 

We have twelve men here all civil policemen under a sergeant from the Metropolitan. We get plenty 

of good food; in fact, I dare say we live better than most of the people at home for I hear foodstuffs are 

very dear. 

How is Reigate looking? I should like to see the old place again. Lawrence (PC Reigate Borough 

Police) is about 16 miles further back from where I am. I think he would much rather be up a little 

nearer, but he is better where he is. We are having fairly decent weather here, but the trenches are a 

wee bit muddy. Still all the boys seem very cheerful, you seldom here them complain.ò 

 

 

 

 
 

203 Surrey Mirror 7 December 1915 from Henry Pelham 16 August 2019 
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Reigate Borough Police Service with  the Colours 1914-1919 

 

Name Regiment When 

joined/returned 

Comments 

Beacher William Henry 

 

Duke of Cornwall 

Light Infantry Army 

Medical Report 

29 May 1915 France 

for 5 months in 

trenches in January was 

sent home with 

rheumatism to 

Horsham Hospital 

there 4 months then 

transferred Brighton 

Military Hospital.  

Rejoined Depot after 3 

months leave but not walk 

and in hospital ever since. 

Present condition 

suffering progressive 

rheumatoid arthritis, 

attacking all his joints 

especially legs; not walk 

and at times pain very 

acute joints becoming 

swollen and tender. 

On 6th July 1915 he was 

discharged as no longer 

physically fit for war 

service. 

 

Member West 

Sussex Constabulary 

and later Chief 

Constable Reigate 

Borough Police  

Cooper DôArcy Randolph 

PC2 

Military Foot        

Police Lance   

Corporal 

22 June 1915 

demobilised 22 

August 1919 re- 

joined Reigate 

Borough Police 8 

August 1919 (also 

8 Aug 1919) 

Born c1890 and 

dying in Surrey in 

the 2nd Quarter of 

1965. He is listed in 

the electoral registers 

for Reigate after the 

War. 

Edgson Edward John 

Special Constable 

(Auxiliary) 

 

P3333 Military Foot 

Police and  East 

Kent Regiment 

Coldstream Guards 

2142 from 

2.11.1898 ï QSA 

Boer War with 7 

clasps. Army Reserve 

1902 serving 

5th (Reserve) Bn. 

Married Lily  Maud 

Mary Piper  in 1910 

when    employed as an 

Attendant at 

Earlswood Asylum 

Census shopkeeper 

in Reigate. At his re- 

enlistment  1916, he 

was a  Police 

Constable. He lived at 

17 London Road,    

Reigate, and died in 

the town in January 

1930. 

Forster Isaacs Henry 

PC30 

Enlisted RAMC 

sergeant 

June 21, 1915, 

police record 31 

July 1915 

Demobilised 10 

December 1919 
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Name Regiment When 

joined/returned 

Comments 

Hickmore George 

William Harris PC28 

Military Foot Police 

Lance Corporal 

August 28, 1915, 

demobbed 30 

August 1919 resumed 

Reigate Borough 

Police 22 

August 1919 

Awarded the 1915 

Star, Victory and 

War Medals. First 

served abroad (1) 

France, 18 

November1915 

Kimber Edgar Cecil 

PC25 

Recalled to 

Colours, mobilised 

5.8.1914 joined 

Grenadier Guards 

2nd Bn on 

30.11.1914 ï 

wounded on 

29.9.1916 

serving in Flanders 

France 

ï gunshot wound to 

right thigh. 

First enlisted    

28.5.1906 at 

Chatham into Royal 

West Kent Regt No 

8301 aged 18 years 3 

months, occupation 

Baker. Transferred to 

Grenadier Guards No 

12840 on 

1.9.1906 

Transferred to Army 

Reserve 28.5.1909 - 5 

August 1914 

Wounded fought on 

Somme   re-joining 

Reigate Borough 17 

January 1919 after 

demob 2 January 

1919 

Retired Reigate 

Borough Police 

August 14 1942 

Lawrence Robert 

Reginald PC3 Appointed 

Reigate Borough Police 

25 

March 1913 

 

Military Foot Police 

as lance corporal 

Was a sergeant in 

1908 in Military 

Police 

June 21, 1915, was a 

MP sergeant when he 

died 

To 5th Grade Reigate 

Borough Police 25 

March 

1918 

Resigned Reigate 

Borough Police 30 

April 1919 Died 

Bethnal Green 

Military  Hospital 20 

July 

1919 

Pityriasis rubra 2 

months Nephritis 

Memorial at Surrey 

Police HQ 

Marks Frederick PC13 Military Foot Police 

Lance Corporal 

6 July 1915 age 22 

to 29 August 1919 

Awarded the 1915 

Star, Victory and 

War Medals. First 
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Name Regiment When 

joined/returned 

Comments 

Home address: 24 

Warren Road, Reigate, 

Surrey and later 33 

Abbey Road, Oxford. 

 Served Home 6 

July15 to 10 

October 1915 

 

Home 31 July19 to 28 

August 1919, class Z 

reserve 29 August 

1919. 

Served abroad 

France, 11 

October1915., BEF 

12 October 

1915 Rouen, 20 

October1915 1 

Army, 23 

January1917 

Bethune, November 

1918 Arras. 

Mayes East Surrey (TF)  Surrey History 

Centre Archive 

reference 

CC100/1/71 

Miles Harry Reuban PC7 

Born Chertsey in 1895 

Enlisted Royal 

Field Artillery as a 

gunner 

 

 

June 21 1915 

police record 20 

July 1915 demob 

11 January 1919 

resumed Reigate 

Borough Police 4 

January 1919 

Rank of signaller 

acting sergeant 

Inspector in 

Winchester from 1925) 

Head 

Constable 1942 ï 

1943 then 

superintendent when 

amalgamated Hants 

Census records 

living at Ewhurst in 

1901 Caterham 

1911 and Reigate 

1921. Married 

1924 to Dora Berrett 

in Herne Hill, 

London. 

Occupation 

Wholesale Florist. He 

died in May 1948 

living Christchurch 

Road, Winchester. 

Morse Albert PC12 Enlisted RAMC 

sergeant 

June 21, 1915, 

police record 31 

June 1915 

Demob 4 January 

1919 resume RBP 

3 March 1919 
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Name Regiment When 

joined/returned 

Comments 

Parker William PC18 

Joined Reigate Borough 

Police in May 1911 

Reservist RAOC 

served RAMC rank 

of sub- conductor, 

warrant officer 2nd 

class 

August 5 1914 re- 

joined Reigate 

Borough Police 13 

March 1919 (possibly 

14February 1919) 

Meritorious Service 

Medal awarded for 

his devoted service 

as a soldier during the 

war. 

Robertson James Jarvie RAMC Private 

60178 and 1 

October 1916 MFP 

Corps Number 

P5606 

Army 1915-1919 

Middle East returned 

to Reigate Borough 

Police 

Letter published in 

Surrey Mirror 10 

October 1916 Died 

January 1972 Horley 

age 88 

Santer Frederick Arthur 

PC29 

Believed enlisted 

Royal Garrison 

Artillery  transferred 

to RAMC 

Enlisted June 21, 

1915, police 

records show 20 

July 1915 

Demobbed as a 

private 7 February 

1919 resume Reigate 

Borough Police 22 

August 

1919 

St Amand Ernest H  

Didier PC31 farm 

labourer aged 21 

Military Foot     

Police Lance 

Corporal 

1 July 1915 released 

to join HM Forces 

1915 Star, Victory 

and War Medals. 

Served abroad 

France, 11October 

1915 

Smith Albert Edward PC 

20 

Enlisted mechanic 

RFC 

Sergeant RFC later 

RAF 

25 October 1915 demob 24 October 

1919 re-join RBP 

7 October 1919 

Wilkinson Barsuase 

Copland PC 14 

Royal Flying Corps 

joined as 2nd class 

air mechanic 

achieved sergeant 

major 

June 21, 1915 

Police record Colours 

8 July 

1915 re-joined 7 

February 1919 

Promoted in RFC 11 

Sept 1917 
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Edward John Edgson Coldstream Guards Boer War 

 

Attendant at the Royal Earlswood Asylum  

Reigate Borough Police Auxiliary (Special Constable) Military  Foot Police and East Kent Regiment 

First World War P3333 Edward John Edgson. Born in Uxbridge c1879, served with the Coldstream 

Guards 2142 from 2.11.1898 ï Queenôs South Africa medal with seven clasps. To Army Reserve in 

1902 subsequently serving in the 5th (Reserve) Bn. At his marriage to Lily Maud Mary Piper in 1910 

he was employed as an Attendant at Earlswood Asylum in Surrey, and in the 1911 Census was a 

shopkeeper in Reigate. At his re-enlistment in 1916, he was a Police Constable. He lived at 17 London 

Rd, Reigate, and died in the town in January 1930. 

Edgson E.J. Corporal P/3333: Military Foot Policeô Awarded the Victory and War Medals. First 

served abroad France, 21/4/1917. Formerly served 17 years in the Coldstream Guards. No. 2142, 

discharged 1/11/15 time expired. Re enlisted 23/6/16, age 37 years in MFP. occupation Policeman, 

Served Home 23/6/16 to 20/11/17, BEF 21/11/17 to 18/2/19, Home 19/2/19 to 11/6/19. Class X 

Reserve 12/6/1919. Reduced from Cpl to L/Cpl for inefficiency 20/3/18. Compulsory transfer to 1/10 

East Kent Regiment 2/2/18. Evacuated to England 18/2/18 with Eczema and Syphilis.  

Decorations/Medals/Awards  

Queen's South Africa Medal 100/164 Gazette Date: 1901-10-04 

Citation: Clasps: Belmont, Modder River, Driefontein, Johannesburg, Diamond Hill,  Belfast. 

Awarded serving with the Coldstream Guards. No. 2142. 

King's South Africa Medal Gazette Date: 1902-11-02 Gazette Issue: WO 100/164

 Gazette Page: 281 

Citation: Clasp: South Africa 1901. Awarded serving with the Coldstream Guards. No. 2142. 

Sergeant 25 Edgar Cecil Kimber Reigate Borough Police 

Grenadier Guards First  World  War  

Edgar Kimber was born in 1890 in Romsey, Hampshire. He died in 1985 from the death index it shows 

Surrey South Eastern, so probably Reigate. Married in October 1914 to Lydia Alice Fox. 
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Kimber Edgar Cecil PC25 was recalled to the Colours, mobilised 5.8.1914 joined Grenadier Guards 

2nd Bn on 30.11.1914 ï wounded on 29.9.1916 serving in Flanders France ï gunshot wound to right 

thigh. First enlisted 28.5.1906 at Chatham into Royal West Kent Regt No 8301 aged 18 years 3 

months, occupation Baker. Transferred to Grenadier Guards No 12840 on 1.9.1906. Transferred to 

Army Reserve 28.5.1909. Wounded during fighting on the Somme. Re-joining Reigate Borough 17 

January 1919 after demob 2 January 1919. Retired Reigate Borough Police August 14, 1942. 

1939 register living at 2 Norbury Road, Reigate Surrey, with Lydia ï Wife and Lilian ï Daughter. 

Edgar Kimberôs Occupation is shown as Police Sergeant. Electoral Rolls show the family living at 

2 Norbury Road, Reigate, Surrey from1945 ï 1962 

1942 August 14 Surrey Mirror, Sergeant Edgar Cecil Kimber, Reigate Borough Police: Police 

retirement: A long career in the Reigate Borough Police Force has some to an end with the retirement 

of Sergeant Edgar Cecil Kimber, to whom a parting gift has been made from his fellow officers. 

Sergeant Kimber joined the Force in on December 1st, 1911, coming from the Grenadier Guards, 

which regiment he re-joined on August 5th, 1914. He served four years and 179 days in the Great War 

and saw active service in Flanders. He re-joined the Force on February 1st, 1919 and served as a 

constable until June 14, 1932 when he was promoted sergeant on the recommendation of the present 

Chief Constable. During Sergeant Kimberôs career in the Police Force he received many 

commendations from magisterial benches, Watch Committees and Chief Constables. The present 

from the Force was in the form of a bookcase and bureau. The Chief Constable (Mr WH Beacher) in 

making the presentation referred to Sergeant Kimber as a ñborn policemanò who had done 

exceptionally work and had a splendid record. He concluded by wishing the sergeant, his wife and 

family, long life and happiness. Sergeant Kimber suitably replied. 

Police Constable 3 Robert Reginald Lawrence Reigate Borough Police  

Military  Foot Police 

Meritorious Service Medal Mentioned in Despatches Twice 

Died Bethnal Green Military  Hospital 20 July 1919 

 

Lance Corporal  Lawrence  204 

 
 

204 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 18 September 1915 from Henry Pelham email 16 August 2019 
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The Mayor and Chief Constable Gavin Stevens Surrey Police in Reigate Town Hall   205 

It has always been reported that there were no fatal casualties amongst Reigate Borough Police 

members during the First World War. That may be so as Robert Lawrence resigned from the Borough 

a few weeks before he died in a military hospital 20 July 1919. However, he was not remembered on 

police war memorials an omission that has been rectified. 

From Robert Simonson Surrey History  Centre Woking:  Police Service 

The Reigate Borough Police conduct book (CC98/22/29) gives the following information about Robert 

Reginald Lawrence: 

Appointed 25 March 1913, PC3, 1st grade, trade - library assistant, born 16 October 1899 Dulwich, 

single, Protestant, age 23 on 16 October 1912, 5ft 9½ins, fresh complexion, brown hair, grey eyes. 

Robert Lawrence was appointed Reigate Borough Police 25 March 1913 age 23 advancing through 

the pay grades, even whilst serving in the armed forces: 

Appointed 1st grade @ 25/- 25 March 1913 Confirmed by Watch Committee, 16 March 1914 Second 

grade @ £1.7.0 25 March 1914 

New scale @ £1.9.0 10 April 1914 Fourth grade @ £1.10.0 25 March 1916 Fifth grade @ £1.11.0 25 

March 1918 206 

 
 

205 Memorial funding raised by Robert Bartlett from retired members of the Surrey Police. The memorial is now displayed 

alongside other memorials at police headquarters Mount Browne 
206 CC98/22/29 Surrey History Centre August 2019 from Robert Simonson 
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From Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum:  207 First record found is as Military Foot Policeman a 

sergeant in 1908 that indicates he had some previous military service before joining the police. 

Police officers serving with the military during the First World War remained members of their Force 

and their military service counted towards their pension. This is how PC Lawrence was to advance to 

the fifth grade on 25 March 1918 whilst he was a sergeant in the Military Foot Police. Pay was also 

made up from what they would have received as policemen to what the military paid. 

PC Lawrence enlisted in Military  Foot Police as lance corporal 21 June 1915 service number P/1824 

Acting sergeant when mentioned in despatches: Mention in Despatches (LG Issue 30101 of 29.5.1917 

page 5326) Mention in Despatches (LG Issue 30445 of 24.12.1917 page 13492) 208 

Resigned from Reigate Borough Police 30 April 1919 

Military  Police sergeant when awarded the Meritorious Service Medal 3 June 1919 209 

Reported he had died in Bethnal Green Military Hospital on 20 July 1919. 210 The hospital record is 

an alphabetical list of patients and Lawrence appears twice, once in 1908 and again in 1919. No 

medical information is given. 

The Reigate Borough chief constable's annual report for the year ending 31 December 1919 states: 

ñPC 3 Robert Reginald Lawrence resigned whilst serving in HM Forces and afterwards died.ò 211 

Unfortunately, there are no reasons given for the resignation or the cause of death. It is possible that 

the resignation was an acceptance that Lawrence would not return and that he intended to make a 

career in the Army. He had been successful. He was a sergeant with two mentions in despatches and 

had been awarded a Meritorious Service Medal. Or, it may have been that he knew he was dying and 

that his resignation was to obtain some financial advantage for his descendants. 

His death is recorded, and a copy of the certificate has been obtained, diagnosing the cause following 

a post-mortem at the Bethnal Green Military Hospital: 212 

Pityriasis rubra 2 months 

Nephritis 

(Pityriasis rubra pilaris is the name given to a group of uncommon skin disorders. The name means 

scaling (pityriasis), redness (rubra) 

 
 

207 From Dee Hutchison 18 August 2019 with detail from Ancestry email 
208 Richard Callaghan Military  Police Museum curator 19 August 2019 email 
209 London Gazette 31370 - Page 6911 known as the Peace Gazette 
210 The Reigate Borough Police conduct book (CC98/22/29) 
211 The Reigate Borough Chief Constable's annual report for the year ending 31 Dec 1919 (CC98/22/1) 
212 Death certificate DYE 400787 1919 Bethnal Green North East obtained by Jean Pelham 27 August 2019 
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Nephritis is a killer as kidneys fail through an inflammation though it is unlikely to follow from 

pityriasis in any form. It is however, something that is frequently caused as a result of exposure to a 

toxin, poison, virus, or infection. We may never know now buy we can safely assume that during his 

time at War he would have been exposed to some, if not all, of those dangers.) 236 

Is PC Lawrence a victim of the war? Is that the right question? Has the casualty to die as a direct 

result of enemy action? It would appear that an individual can become memorialised for being in the 

armed forces during the war and soon thereafter and dying. It is difficult to understand 100 years on 

how he became ill, was the illness the reason behind his resignation from the Reigate Borough Police 

and how his illness resulted in death. Were the illnesses a direct consequence of his war service? Was 

he gassed? Was he poisoned when in France? These are now unanswerable questions. 

He had served in the Reigate Borough Police and was a member until a few weeks before he died. 

He had been called to serve the Colours and it is clear from the death certificate that he was then, 

primarily a Military  Police Sergeant, the word Policeman is entered under occupation. 

It was accepted that he was a casualty of war within the criteria of the War Graves Commission, is listed 

on their website and is remembered on the war memorial for the Streatham area where he was brought 

up. Therefore, the actual cause of death or modern interpretation is possibly irrelevant. He was in the 

armed forces because of the war and died in parallel circumstances to flu victims who are 

memorialised. 

 

 

Robert Reginald Lawrence memorial dedicated by the Mayor of Reigate in November 2019 a 

century after his death 
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Police Constable 18 William Parker Reigate Borough Police 

 Royal Army Medical  Corps Warrant Officer  

Meritorious  Service Medal 

Re-called to the army August 5, 1914 re-joined Reigate Borough Police 14 February 1919 being 

discharged from the army 13 March 1919 

Reigate Constable Decorated Meritorious  Service Medal to PC Parker 

An interesting ceremony took place on Monday evening at the meeting of the Reigate Town Council 

when PC William Parker, of the Reigate Borough Police Force was publicly presented with the 

Meritorious Service Medal awarded to him by the military authorities for his devoted service as a 

soldier during the war.213 

The Mayor, Alderman T Malcolmson said the record of PC Parker was that he joined the Reigate 

Borough Force in May 1911 when he was in the army reserve. He was recalled to the Colours as a 

private on August 5, 1914, upon the outbreak of war. He passed from lance corporal to acting sergeant 

and sub-conductor, warrant officer 2nd class in the RAMC. He resumed duty in the Reigate Borough 

Force on February 16 of this year (1919). He (the mayor) had very much pleasure in presenting that 

Meritorious Service Medal to PC Parker. He had won it by faithful and diligent discharge of his duty, 

and they were convinced that while he remained in the police force, he would continue to exercise 

those qualities, which gained for him that decoration. They were quite convinced that he had won the 

decoration well and earnestly, and they trusted with satisfaction to himself and his friends. He wished 

him long life and long service in the Borough Police Force, and they hoped to see him obtain the award 

of diligent service as time went on (applause). 

The mayor then pinned the medal on the tunic of the constable and shook hands with him. The 

constable acknowledged the bestowal of the decoration with a salute. 

 

 
 

213 Surrey Mirror 30 May 1919 from Henry Pelham 16 August 2019 
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A constable on traffic duty in the centre of Redhill before traffic lights were installed in the 

1930s. 

1919 August 29 Surrey Mirro r:  Racing at Redhill ï Successful sports by the Trades and Labour 

Council held at Redhill Sports Ground. A series of events were organised, and the weather was fine, 

an ideal day for such a fixture. Reigate Borough Police took part in some events. The 880yard scratch 

race was somewhat of a disappointment with only four lining up. The favourite was Guardsman J 

OôDonoghue of the Guards Depot, who is looked upon as the coming half-mile Army Champion. 

Wilkinson of the Reigate Borough Police made a start but had to retire due to leg trouble, OôDonoghue 

eventually winning the race. Tremendous excitement centred in the tug-of-war for which there were 

seven teams. The final lay between Reigate Borough Police Team coached by PS Bacon and a 

N.U.G.W. team coached by Mr Easton. The contest was very keen and the result was not known until 

the teams had crossed over three times., the final being won by the men in blue whose team members 

were PS Hood, captain, and PCôs Normington, Cooper, Morse, Shepherd, Ash, Forster and Santer. 

 

Special Constabulary dinner held at the Drill Hall Reigate October 15, 1919 
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1919 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe including a report 

on the activities of the Fire Brigade 214 

Establishment 40 actual strength 35 

 

1920 outside Reigate HQ215 

 

The number of officers wearing medals is obvious and identifies those who served with the 

colours during the First World War  

 
 

214 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1919 
215 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm picture Alan Moore 
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A policeman on traffic duty at Reigate Market Place dealing with the arrival of one of the 

coaches run  from London to Brighton before World  War One (Picture Alan Moore) 

An early Reigate Borough police constable wearing a plainer helmet and two unknown 

Borough officers 

1920 September 17: Surrey Mirror : A tug-of -war between Guildford Borough Police and Reigate 

Borough Police was held at a sports meeting at Guildford Sports Ground, the latter team being 

coached by PS Bacon. The Guildford team won the first pull after a fine tussle but the visitors gained 

the victory in the second quite easily. The third pull was fought gamely but the Guildford Police beat 

their opponents and won by two pulls to one. The Reigate team consisted of PCôS Normington, Foster, 

Barnett, Ash, Smith, Morse, Standing and Cooper.  

1921 June 17: Surrey Mirror : Cricket - Reigate Borough Police v Railway Athletic-Played at the 

Sports Ground Redhill on Wednesday last week resulted in a win for the Railwaymen by 84 runs, 

after an enjoyable game. The police were short of practice and batted weakly, Sutton taking six 
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wickets for 20 runs. For the Railwaymen Cock played a steady innings for 32 and Willetts scored 39. 

Atkins bowled best for the police taking 6 for 42. 

1921 August 5: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  - Reigate Borough Police v Oxted Division Police - Played 

at Reigate resulted in a win for Oxted Division by 21 runs. It was a pleasant and exciting game as at 

the time for drawing stumps Oxted still required 3 runs to win with 2 wickets to fall, but Reigate 

sportingly agreed to play on. The ninth wicket fell when the scores were equal and the last man in 

made the winning hit. 

1921 August 12: Surrey Mirror ï Police at Cricket- There were some meritorious batting 

performances in a match played at Kingswood on Tuesday of last week between Kingswood and 

Reigate Borough Police. The club batted first and ran up the big score of 338 runs. Eight members of 

the side ran into double figures and the half century was exceeded by three players. The Police replied 

with a good score of 205 (?). Insp Hood who went in first laid on the wood to a merry tune and scored 

a splendid 84 before being sent back by Manners. With PC Atkins who notched up 55runs he made 

a big stand for the second wicket but P Ash alone of the latter batsmen ran into double figures. Batting 

for a second time the Police scored 79 for the loss of five wickets. Insp Hood carrying out his bat for 

a well-played 38. 

1921 September 16: Surrey Mirror - Cricket  - Oxted Division Police v Reigate Borough Police 

played at Oxted resulted in a win for Oxted Police Division by 21 runs. For the winners PC Williams 

took 6 wickets for 4 runs and PC Horne 3 for 11. For Reigate Police PC Atkins captured 6 for 12. 

1921 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe including a report 

on the activities of the Fire Brigade: A motor ambulance was provided, and it was used on 60 

occasions during the year. 216 

1922 Introduction of electric lamps into police use although the head constable decreed that ñgreat 

care be taken of them and that no more light then is really necessary is to be used.ò 217 

1922 August 25: Surrey Mirror : Cricket - Reigate Borough Police v Dorking Division Police- 

Played at Reigate on Tuesday resulting in a win for the visitors by 36 runs. For the Dorking Division 

Supt Barnard and PC Feasey batted well whilst PC Holloway took seven wickets for 25 runs 

1923 The Chief Constable issued an order restricting the use of the new police bicycle for him and 

the inspectors. 218      

1926 July 16 Surrey Mirror : Cricket:  Reigate Borough Police v Oxted Division Police ï Played at 

Reigate Heath resulted in a win for the Borough Police by 48 runs and six wickets. PC Knott took six 

wickets for 9 runs and knocked up 33runs. 

 
 

216 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1921 
217  A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
218 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
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1926 July 2 Surrey Mirror : Cricket  - Reigate Borough Police v St Matthews. Played on the Sports 

Ground, Redhill resulted in a win for the Police by four wickets and 7 runs. A feature of the match 

was a brilliant catch in the long field by PC Laycock from a drive by Rev M A Daniell just as he was 

getting set. Score ï St Matthewôs 69, Borough Police 76 for 6 wickets (Dean 19) 

1926 August 13: Surrey Mirror  ï Cricket - Reigate Borough Police v The Griffins- Played at St 

Davidôs Reigate, by kind permission of Mr Fisher Rowe, resulted in a win for the Police by 

45runs.PCôs Simmonds and Dean were in form with the ball, the former taking 5 for 16 and the latter 

5 for 19. The score being Borough Police 83 band Griffins 38. 

1926 December 8: Motorôs fatal skid ï driverôs evidence given from stretcher: Two victims of the 

blazing car tragedy the result of the blazing car turning over and bursting into flames during the early 

hours of Sunday on the main road between Merstham and Redhill. The deceased were Stanley 

Cohen aged 25 from Clapton Common and Miss Susie Scott from Whitechapel travelling with 

another man and two women. Wolf Cohen was at the wheel. The car skidded hit the kerb, crossed the 

road and overturned pinning the occupants underneath and setting fire to the oil tank. The inquest 

was held at the East Surrey Hospital, Redhill. The driver gave evidence from a stretcher, his arms and 

hands bandaged. The driver said he was driving at a moderate pace when he felt the car skid, swerved 

around and immediately overturned with the oil tank igniting. There was a desperate struggle to get 

from underneath the car which at that time was blazing furiously.  

Sergeant Hilton of the Surrey Constabulary said he was on the scene within minutes of the accident. 

The car was in flames beside the road and there were two deceased and three injured people. Miss 

Scott was very badly injured but alive and fifty yards towards London he found Stanley Cohen in a 

very bad state. When the ambulance arrived, it skidded for some distance. The ground was very 

slippery and covered with ground frost. Medical evidence showed the two deceased were terribly 

burned their cases being hopeless from the beginning. There was not the least trace, the least smell of 

alcohol.  The jury returned a verdict of accidental death. 219 

1926 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe including a report 

on the activities of the Fire Brigade. 220 

PC Wing was commended for discovering and extinguishing a fire. He was presented with a 

silver watch by the Watch Committee. 

PC Ayres was commended for the arrest of a thief 

PC Puddy was commended for stopping a runaway horse (no mention of the guinea reward) 

PC Ingram was commended for the arrest of three car thieves 

 
 

219 1926 8 December: The Scotsman 
220 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1926 
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PC28 Ingram was granted the Merit Badge for special diligence leading to the arrest of two 

housebreakers.  

The inverted stripe is most likely awarded to a Merit Class constable. As set out above in 1926 PC28 

Ingram was granted the Merit Badge for special diligence leading to the arrest of two housebreakers. 

It is therefore likely that this photograph features PC Ingram.  

Nationally the recognition for this award was not unusually an inverted chevron worn on the opposite 

sleeve to a duty band. Looking at old photos of Reigate Borough Police officers there are few photos 

where such a stripe is obvious. With so many forces and many of them policing small boroughs local 

chief officers and in borough Watch Committees would designate insignia as suitable. 

 

 

Probably merit class PC Ingram 

PC Claydon was commended for his conduct at an accident 

PC Dickinson resigned on being appointed to the Shanghai Municipal Police 

1927 May 20: Surrey Mirror : Cricket - Reigate Borough Police v Reigate and Redhill P.O. played 

on the Sports Ground, Redhill on Wednesday resulted in a win for the Borough Police by eight 

wickets. Beedell for the police taking four wickets for 13 runs. 

1927 May 27: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  ï A match between Reigate Borough Police and the Police 

Orphanage resulted in a win for the Orphanage by 30 runs. Scores Police Orphanage 93, Borough 

Police 63. 
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1927 June 10: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  - Reigate Borough Police v Oxted Division - Played at 

Blindley Heath resulted in a win for Reigate by 9 wickets. For Reigate Police PC Simmonds took 8 

wickets for 16runs. 

1927 July 22: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  ï Reigate Borough Police v Met Police (Kenley) played at 

Reigate Heath on Wednesday of last week resulted in a good game with a win for the local Police by 

21 runs. Score Reigate Borough 72 and Kenley 51. 

1927 July 22: Surrey Mirro r: Cricket - Reigate Borough Police v St Matthewôs. played at the Sports 

Ground on Wednesday resulted in a win for the Police by 103 runs. Score ï St Matthewôs 25 and 

Borough Police 128  

1927 August 12: Surrey Mirro r : Cricket  ï Reigate Borough Police v East Surrey Traction- Played 

at Churchfields on Wednesday resulted in a win for the East Surrey Traction Co by 67 runs, Sandford 

taking five wickets for 14 runs and J w Neale knocking up a merry 56 not out. Scores- East Surrey   

Traction Co 111 and Borough Police 44. 

1928 May 4: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  ï Reigate Borough Police v Southern Prov. Police School. 

Played   at the Police Orphanage Ground on Wednesday resulted in a win for the Borough Police by 

5 runs. Score- Reigate Borough Police 32 and Southern Provincial Police School 27. 

1928 June 15: Surrey Mirror : Cricket - Reigate Borough Police v L Division Metropolitan Police. 

Played at Duppas Hill on Wednesday resulted in a win for Reigate by 7 runs and three wickets. PC 

Knott took five wickets for 16 and knocked up top score of 29 runs. 

1928 July 27: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  ï Reigate Police v Redgate. Played on the Sports Ground on 

Wednesday resulted in a win for the Police by four wickets and 74 runs. 

1928 August 17 Surrey Mirror : Cricket  -- Injury to Police Inspector- Whilst keeping wicket for 

Reigate Police C.C.  in their match against the East Surrey Traction Co, Inspector Hood met with a 

nasty accident, being struck over the eye by a rising ball, which a batsman tipped from the edge of 

his bat. The injury was a painful one and the Inspector was temporarily incapacitated from his police 

station. 

1928 August 24: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  - Borough Police v ñZò Division Metropolitan Police 

played at Churchfield by kind permission of Mr Godfrey Searle resulted in a win for the visitors, after 

a keen game, by 14 runs 

1928 September 14: Surrey Mirror : Reigate Carnival- Pushball Competition- The novelty game 

attracted a large crowd in the meadow at Manor Road, kindly lent for the purpose by Mr A B Fyson. 

The huge ball measured 6ft 6in in diameter and weighed about 100lbs. The game was a strenuous one 

and the various bouts were divided into óhalvesô of only five minutes.  Roars of laughter greeted the 

frequent mishaps to the players who if not sufficiently alert were bowled over like nine pins. Nine 

teams entered the competition including the Borough Police who despite putting out a strong team 

were beaten in the preliminary round by East Surrey Traction Co by 2 points to nil. 
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1929 The Chief Constable ordered that each day there would be a quarter of an hourôs drill in 

ósalutingô until it was thought acceptable by the head constable. 221 

1930/1931 Chief HMI Report: CHMI In the 1930/31 report, total strength 40 ï 1 Chief Constable, 

2 inspectors, 7 sergeants, 30 constables ï population 28,914. 

1930 June 6: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  - Reigate M.O.  V Reigate Borough Police. Played at Reigate 

Priory on Wednesday last week resulted in a win for the Police by 22 runs. Scores ï Reigate M.O. 86 

and Borough Police 108 

1930 December 31:  Head Constable James Metcalfe retired on the last day of 1930. He had joined 

Accrington Police six years later becoming a clerical sergeant and later an inspector at Bacup. He 

came to Reigate as Head Constable on December 22, 1891. On retirement he was permitted to retain 

his uniform and bicycle.222   

 

James Metcalfe223 

1930: With the retirement of Mr Metcalfe in 1930, William Beacher was appointed to head the 

borough force on 1 January 1931 and adopted the title of chief constable.  He remained in post until 

the amalgamation with the county force in 1947 and was looked upon as both a caring and innovative 

chief.  The best use of manpower seems to have been high on the agenda during his first years, with 

the Home Office pressing for the installation of more traffic lights to relieve policemen from point 

duty.  Additional fine-tuning resulted in co-operation with the fire brigade and a fireman taking over 

 
 

221 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
222 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
223 Private collection Robert Bartlett 
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the duty of ambulance driving.  The fire brigade also agreed to ñétake charge of and exercise and 

feed any stray dogs impounded by the police.ò  224 

William Henry Beacher had been an inspector at Worthing and a superintendent of the West Sussex 

Constabulary, became the new head constable of the Borough as from the first day of 1931, his pay 

of £460pa to rise in five years to £560 with free residence. Some controversy in Council arose over 

his request for his dress uniform to include a sword, as the previous Head Constable had not had one. 

The cost of four guineas was approved, however. He also had £100 per year for upkeep of his motor 

vehicle. The new man was an accomplished horseman and was often to be seen on duty in the area 

on horseback, although he also had an official car. Athletics was also an interest of his, and not just 

as a spectator, as he was winner of a 100 yards handicap race at one of the police sports events. 225 

1931 January 8: West Sussex Gazette: The new Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher was formerly 

welcomed at a parade of Reigate Borough Police on Friday by the retiring Chief Constable, Mr J 

Metcalf who bade farewell to the force of which he has been head since December 1894. 

Mr Beacher had started a tug-of -war team when in the West Sussex police and he brought his 

knowledge of the sport with him to Reigate. In 1951 he retired from the police force but remained 

interested in tug-of -war becoming the A.A.A Chief Judge by 1959. 

Research by Jenny Tuffs found that Mr. Beacherôs Army Medical Report 29th May 1915 reports: 

ñThis man states he was in France for 5 months in the trenches and in January was sent home 

with  rheumatism to Horsham Hospital and was there for 4 months and then transferred to Brighton 

Military Hospital. He rejoined his Depot after 3 months leave but could not walk and has been in 

hospital ever since. 

 

His present condition is this man is suffering from progressive ? rheumatism, (probably progressive 

rheumatoid arthritis) attacking all his joints especially the legs. He canôt walk and at times his pain is 

very acute, the joints becoming swollen and tender. On 6th July 1915 he was discharged from the 

army as no longer physically fit for war service.ò 

  

It obviously did not cause him too much trouble later as he seemed to live an active life. It is noticeable 

how neat his handwriting was on his service documents.  

 

The press cutting ñCourt Farewell to Supt W H Beacherò states he rejoined West Sussex Police in 

1918 but he is mentioned in newspaper reports of 1916 and 1917 as a PC at Horsham so I imagine he 

re-joined after his discharge from the army in 1915. 

 

1931 July 3: Surrey Mirror 3 rd July: Police at Sport- Members of the Reigate Borough Police 

journeyed to Bexhill-on-Sea on Wednesday to take part in the East Sussex Police Sports and the 

newly formed tug-of -war team coached by the Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher, entered a 

 
 

224 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
225 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
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competition in which they were beaten by Horsham Division of West Sussex Constabulary, by 

coincidence Mr Beacherôs old team. The Borough team suffered defeat by two straight pulls.PS 

Beedell and PC Laycock ran in the sprinting heats each taking third place. The journey organized by 

the Borough Police Sports and Social Club proved an enjoyable one. 

1931 July 17: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  ï East Surrey Traction Co v Reigate Borough Police- Played 

at Reigate Heath resulted in a win for the Police ï Score East Surrey Traction Co 32, Reigate Borough 

Police 72. 

1931 August: Death of Mr Metcalfe only eight months into his retirement in August 1931, aged 67. 
226 

 

Chief Constable Beacher at the scene of a road traffic accident 

1931 August 21: Surrey Mirror : Reigate Borough Police Sports -a successful first Meeting with 

many prizes. Despite previous heavy rain and a soggy ground the first annual sports meeting 

organized by Reigate Borough Police and open to members of other forces was held on Wednesday 

August 19TH at the Memorial Sports, Redhill proved a very encouraging effort and met with far 

greater success than many had anticipated. The fact that the ground was a severe handicap to good 

running, cycling and other forms of competition had of course a marked effect on the contests, but 

for all there was plenty of interesting sport both in the Borough and the open events. Several members 

of the Borough Police won prizes, while all exhibited a strikingly good standard of fitness and 

smartness- two of the main qualifications for life in the force.  
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The tug- of -war team entered into a spirited contest with sides of far more mature experience and 

training and while out classed after a sturdy pull in the open event succeeded in taking the cup in the 

Borough event. The overall winners in the open event, Luton Borough Police receiving Sir Malcolm 

Campbellôs Challenge Cup. The Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher was a competitor in the 100yarsd 

flat handicap for officers with from 17 to 20 yearsô service and to the great approval of the crowd 

quickly took and maintained the lead, winning a well-run race and a trousers press, one of the 

numerous forms that the prizes took. At the finish of the meeting the local officer scoring most points 

was Sgt Beedell and the Challenge Cup presented by the Chief Constable for the Division in the 

Borough gaining most points went to Redhill Division. The proceeds from the event being for the 

purposes of local charities as well as the Police Sports and Social Club. 

1931 September 11: Surrey Mirror : Reigate Carnival Tugïof-war. There were some quite 

exciting moments during the various pulls in the tug-of-war contest in which a number of local teams 

competed for a challenge cup offered by Reigate Borough Police. The Police team who won their 

own cup never lost a pull. They had obviously been well trained by their coach, Mr W H Beacher, 

the Chief Constable, and dropped smartly onto the rope, pulling with precision and confidence. Of 

the two teams were entered by the East Surrey Water Company, the ñBò team were the runners up. 

1931 September 18: Surrey Mirror : Tug-of -war. The members of Reigate Borough Police tug-of-

war team have every reason to be satisfied with the result of their outing to Sunbury on Saturday, 

when they went through three rounds and into the final, and then were only defeated by a team with 

an almost unbeaten record, the R.A.S.C. (Feltham Depot), in a hundred stone competition. The Army 

team, having drawn a bye only had one pull prior to the final, the Borough Police having previously 

pulled against Nine Elms Gas Co and the East Surrey Water Co Redhill. They were accompanied by 

the Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher, to whom great credit is due for the success which the police 

team has so far achieved since its recent formation. Mr Beacher has taken a considerable personal 

interest in the training and his experience has been invaluable in the coaching of the team which he 

has personally undertaken. The team was as follows ï PCôS Brownlow, Mason, Wing, Thorpe, 

Richardson, Dean, Saunders and Smith with PC Capling as reserve.  

1931 November 27: Surrey Mirror : Football - A friendly match on Wednesday November 25th 

between St Johnôs Wednesday and Reigate Borough Police resulted in a win for the Police by five 

goals to three. 
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William Beacher 

 

This Photograph was on the wall of the chief superintendent Eastern Division, who was based 

at Reigate until  the early 1990s. 
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1931 fully recovered from rheumatism 227 

 

Reigate Borough Police Chief Constable Beacher horse Aug 1987 Off Beat 

 
 

227 Surrey Police newspaper Off Beat 1982 
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The elaborate signature of Mr. Beacher is shown above. How many times a day he had to sign 

his name! 

1931: In his first annual report to the Watch Committee, Chief Constable W Beacher offered some 

crime statistics: 
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 98 indictable offences of which 59 were detected 

 Establishment of 40 officers, 1 CC, 2 inspectors, 5 police sergeants and 32 PCs 

 Special Constabulary 160 

 Cost £14217 13s 6d 

 Population 30,830 

ñSince my command I have personally instructed the force weekly in drill movements, physical 

exercise and Ju-Jitsu.ò (W Beacher) 228 

 

PC Brownlow PC Mason 1932 Reigate Borough Police 

1932: The first motorcycle police in the Borough, Jock Mason and R. Brownlow, were first seen 

patrolling the streets in 1931/2. Here PC Mason is seen on his machine in 1932. 

 

1932 Jock Mason 

 
 

228 1931 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/2 
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To be replaced by traffic lights in the early 1930s! 

Few early postcards of the centre of Redhill fail to show a policeman on point duty.  It must have 

been quite a contrast for residents when this familiar police figure was replaced by traffic lights in 

the early 1930s.  This innovation was something that had been pressed for by the Home Office for a 

considerable time, the main gain being the manpower saving.  More of this was achieved around the 

same period when it became a fire brigade task to drive the ambulance, although control of the vehicle 

remained with the police. 229 

Higher Court for Reigate: To send the case for trial at a higher court, the Quarter Sessions (always 

called the Sessions) or Assizes. The Assizes were for the more serious cases, but a tramp was sent 

there for stealing biscuits from a baker.  Sessions are named at Reigate, Kingston, Guildford and 

London, Assizes at Kingston and Croydon.  Grand Juries are mentioned at Kingston and London 

Sessions. Events moved quickly, compared with today.  A committal for trial at the sessions could 

result in a finding and punishment within seven days, and three weeks seemed lax. In one case a 

committal from Dorking for trial was dealt with at Kingston Sessions on the same day!230 

1932 Drunkenness convictions231 

 1927  25 

 1928  16 

 1929  20 

 1930  26 

 1931  8 

  1932  7 

 
 

229 Picture Alan Moore 
230 Transcript of the original occurrence book Mr. C.A. Willeard Page 105 
231 1932 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/2 
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1932 There were no offences against the person in 1932. The year has been free of serious crime 

except for a series of housebreakings which are very prevalent throughout the country and are 

difficult to detect. 232 

1932: At Redhill purpose-built premises were opened in London Road for the combined presence of 

police and fire brigade.  Closer co-operation this year between police and fire brigade at Reigate took 

the form of one of the firemen being paid to take care of stray dogs kept at the police station.  

1932 Annual Report by Chief Constable Beacher 

1932 A bloodhound is available to the force by being borrowed from Sussex. 

1932 Each CID officer now has a camera 

1932 Indictable offences: 

 1931  98 

 1932  101 

1932 non-indictable offences: 

 1931  191 

 1932  187 

1932 Fatal Road traffic accidents: 

 1931  6 

 1932  5 

Injury road traffic accidents  

 1931  127 

 1932  111 

Damage only road traffic accidents 

 1931   221 

 1932  153 

1932 Mounted force if required would consist of a chief constable, 2 PS and 3 PCs 

1932 A police motor ambulance is based at Redhill under the care of the Borough Fire Brigade In 

the last year the ambulance attended: 

 
 

232 1932 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/2 
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 Accidents  117 

 Street illness  19 

Private cases  50 

Night calls  49 

Day calls 137  

1932 what could be regarded as one of the most appropriate appointments in the history of Reigate 

or, indeed, any police force. The chief constable reorganised the Special Constabulary and formed a 

mobile section under Special Chief Inspector Sir Malcolm Campbell (of Bluebird fame).  The mobile 

specials were divided into two classes: 

   1st Reserve ï Super fast cars 

   2nd Reserve ï Moderately fast cars 233 

A few years later the family connection was extended when Donald Campbell joined the Special 

Constabulary as a motorcycle dispatch rider.   

The economic recession of the early 1930s also affected the police force and there were two cuts in 

pay.234  

 

Date unknown ï wearing a duty band 

 
 

233 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
234 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
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Reigate Borough Police belt buckle 

1932 January 9: Surrey Advertiser: Police help Unemployed ï The Mayor of Guildford (Mr 

William Harvey) kicked off in a football match between Guildford Borough Police and Reigate 

Borough Police at the Sports Ground on Wednesday last week for the benefit of the unemployed. A 

ñgateò of over   300 saw Guildford win a hard game by 6-3 and amusing incidents combined with the 

intervals of really clever and interesting play made it entertaining football. A collection at the ground 

for the unemployed realized £6 12s. 

1932 May 20: Surrey Mirror : Y.M.C.A. Sports at Redhill- four teams were entered for the tug-of 

-war ï Reigate Borough Police team being PCôS r c Brownlow, W H Mason, T Thorpe, G Capelin, 

R Dean, F Walker, W Saunders and F Stoneman. The Police beat Mr J Elseyôs team in two straight 

pulls following which the East Surrey Water Companyôs two teams pulled against one another, the 

team coached by Mr H Penfold beating that coached by Mr A Penfold also by two straight pulls. In 

the final two exceedingly good pulls gave the honours to the police who were coached by their Chief 

Constable.   

1932 June 24: Surrey Mirror : Cricket - Redhill and Reigate P.O. V Reigate Borough Police ï 

Played at the Ring, Earlswood on Tuesday resulted in a win for the P.O. Score - Post Office 127, 

Police 108. Philanthropic Society School v Reigate Borough Police ï Played at Redhill on Tuesday 

June 14th resulted in a win for the School by 148 runs. Score ï Reigate Police 48 (Beedell 17, Dean 

15). School 196 (Townsend 68, F Worrall 94 not out).                                     

1932 July 8: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  ï Reigate Borough Police v Oxted Division Surrey County 

Constabulary-Played at Blindley Heath on Tuesday resulted in a draw, rain stopping play. Clarke for 

Oxted took seven wickets for 52 runs. 
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1932 July 15: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  ï Reigate Borough Police v Guildford Borough Police. 

Played at Woodlands on Thursday last week resulted in a win for Reigate by one run. Scores - 

Guildford 137 and Reigate 138. 

1932 July 22: Surrey Mirror : Borough Police- Tug-of -war success- After getting into the semi-

final at the Police Sports at Brighton the previous Saturday, the Reigate Borough tug-of-war team 

reached two finals and won one on the following Thursday and Saturday. On Thursday they competed 

in the Metropolitan Divisional Sports at Leyton, on the Essex County Cricket Ground and were beaten 

in the final. They drew a bye in the first round, pulled over the Bow Division in the second round and 

Aylesford Paper Mills in the semi-final. They were beaten by a fine team in the R.A.S.C. in the final. 

On Saturday they were entered in the Palsô ex Servicemenôs A.C. Sports at Cranleigh and had several 

strong sides to compete against. The favourites were the Long Grove Sports Club and Reigate were 

drawn against them in the semi-final. After two strenuous pulls the Borough Force had advanced to 

the semi-final when they beat ñDò division Metropolitan Police in two straight pulls having beaten 

Oakwood Hill by two pulls in the first round. Long Grove, the victors of the London Fire Brigade 

this season were a difficult team to beat and the Borough Police are to be congratulated on the splendid 

strides they are making. They became the first holders of a handsome perpetual challenge cup. The 

team which has the advantage of the experienced coaching of the Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher 

was as follows ï PCôS Brownlow, Dean, Stoneman, Mason, Saunders, Smith, Richardson and 

Walker.  

1932 July 22: Surrey Mirror : London General Country Services Ltd Sports at the Memorial Ground 

Redhill. Few expected that the vastly improved Reigate Borough Police team would be seriously 

extended in the open tug-of -war and such proved to be the case. Although the East Surrey Water 

Company ñBò team, victors of the Royal Engineers in the semi-final gave nothing away in the final. 

Incidentally the Water Works owe much of their proficiency to the coaching of Mr W H Beacher who 

is doing great things with his police team.  

1932 August 5: Surrey Mirror : Oxted Bank Holiday Sports ï Reigate Police win tug-of -war. The 

Reigate team being highly complimented on their triumph over some of the ñcrackò police teams in 

the country. 

1932 August 5: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  ï Reigate Borough Police v East Surrey Water Co. played 

at   Woodlands on Tuesday resulted in a draw. 

1932 August 12: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  ï Reigate Borough Police v Guildford Borough Police ï 

Played at Guildford on Wednesday resulting in a win for Guildford. Scores Guildford 70, Reigate 47. 

1932 August 19: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  ï Reigate Borough Police v London General Country 

Services. Played at Church Fields on, Reigate on Tuesday resulted in a draw. 

1932 August 19: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  ï Reigate Borough Police v Brighton Borough Police -

Played at Brighton on Wednesday of last week resulted in a win for Brighton Police. 

1932 August 26: Surrey Mirror : - Success of Reigate Borough Force second annual sports 

meeting- The Chief wins again- Not all the competitors were from Reigate and Redhill the sports 

attracting entries from many forces including several which can boast the possession of some ñcrackò 
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athletes. A great deal of interest was taken in the purely local event, confined to the Reigate Force 

and a popular victory was that of the Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher, in the officerôs race. He put 

on a fine spurt to take first place, Mr Beacher was alsoò placedò in one or two in the other events. 

One of the highlights of the afternoonôs fun was provided by the one-mile cycle alarm handicap in 

which members of the Reigate Borough Force had to remove full parade uniform, including boots 

and redress on the sound of a starters pistol, mount their service machines and ride a mile.  

The anxiety of some competitors to get into their uniforms proved the truth of the adage. ñMore haste, 

less speedò, though the undoubted ñnipò in the air may have had something to do with their hurry. In 

the tug-of -war Reigate Borough Police did excellently in reaching the final, winning three strenuous 

contests but Luton proved a little too good for them taking the Sir Malcolm Campbell Cup for the 

second year running. At the presentation of prizes Mr Beacher thanked the public for their support 

and said it would encourage him to make the sports an annual event, for not only was it good for the 

public to watch but it was good for the police. It tended to efficiency and sportsmanship in the Police 

Forces, and he was very proud of the way the Borough Force was coming on in the sports world. 

1932 August 30: Mid Sussex Times: Hurstpierpoint Fete ï Tug-of -war ï The competition was run 

under A.A.A. Rules, Reigate Borough Police completing in the heavy team class (104 stone). Their 

results were Reigate Borough Police beat East Surrey Waterworks ñBò Team 2-1, beat Horsham 

Police 2-1 and beat Kenley 2-0.   

1932 September 2: Surrey Mirror: Redhill and Reigate Swimming Club Gala.  In the   Reigate 

Borough Police uniform race PC Laycock came 1st and PC Mason 2nd. Police win at Tug-of- war. 

The Reigate Borough Police tug-of -war team were successful in the tournament which they 

participated in at Hurstpierpoint Carnival Sports on Saturday and were awarded the cup presented by 

Sir William Campion. The contest was rendered particularly interesting to the Borough in as much 

as in the first round the police team beat the East Surrey Water Company team, the winners in two 

previous encounters with the Borough Police. In the second round the Borough Police beat West 

Sussex (Horsham) Police and in the final ñZò Division Metropolitan Police. The Borough Police team 

who thus brought home their 13th prize of the season were coached by the Chief Constable, Mr 

Beacher. On the previous Saturday the Reigate Borough Police were beaten in the final of the Sunbury 

Sports by R.A.S.C (Feltham) having beaten Hemel Hempstead and Banstead in previous rounds. 

1932 October 7: Surrey Mirror : Constables Success ï PC Laycock of Reigate Borough Police was 

successful in winning three open events at the Swimming Sports organized by the Guildford Borough 

Police this week. Police from various parts of Surrey competed. 

1933 February 2: Report of the chief constable to the Watch Committee: Reigate 

Acres   59.95 

Population  30,830 

Valuation  £286,079 
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Strength  40 235 

1933: Various unemployment demonstrations and marches have taken place in 1933 (March, April, 

May, July and September) especially affecting Redhill. 236 

1933: Police pay has continued under the reduced scale of pay enforced by the National Economy 

Crisis. 237 

1933 April 28: Surrey Mirror: Reigateôs Mobile Specials: Sir Malcolm Campbell at their fort 

parade: Making a talkie! Reigateôs recently formed Mobile Section of the Special Constabulary hailed 

at the time as a practical attempt by the Chief Constable WH Beacher to cope with any possible 

outbreak of motor banditry in the district. Held its first parade at the Municipal Buildings parade 

ground on Sunday morning, when the Chief Constable, the head Special Constable Captain CJ Sutton, 

and Sir Malcolm Campbell (chief inspector of the ñFlying Squadò. The British Movietone and 

Paramount News films were made of the event. Eight vehicles in all were paraded, three of them 

being low-slung, powerful-looking racing models driven by Sir Malcolm Campbell, Major Gardner 

MC, Leonard Bell, Mr. Freshfield junior, G Burtenshaw, Captain Mason and Urling-Clark. The eight 

car was the chief constables own driven by PC Thorpe. The two mobile members of the regular force 

PCs Mason and Brownlow also took part. The idea was that of the Chief Constable and had received 

a ready response. They were not expected to do ordinary police work but called out in special 

circumstances and then each driver would be accompanied by one or more uniformed officers. It was 

not meant to alarm the public but to assist in its protection. Equipping the Special Constabulary is 

only bringing them up to date and adding to its efficiency for if a mobile section was necessary for 

the regular force it was necessary for the Special Constabulary. At a given signal the vehicles drove 

out of the Municipal Buildings led by the two regular officers making an impressive spectacle. Further 

action pictures were taken on the Dorking Road near Reigate Heath. 

1933 May 19: Hampshire Telegraph: Cricket:  Chichester- Chichester City Police v Reigate 

Borough Police, The Chief Constable of Reigate, Mr W H Beacher, who was formerly a 

superintendent of the West Sussex Constabulary brought a team of Reigate Borough Police to 

Chichester on Tuesday for a cricket match against the West Sussex Police Although they were rather 

badly beaten, the Reigate men had the satisfaction of being the first police team to encounter West 

Sussex on their new police sports ground. 

1933 May 19: Surrey Mirror : Reigate and Redhill- Police at Sport- The Borough Police tug-of -

war team commence their season of activity on May 27th when they journey to Hook to compete in 

the Surrey County Championships Meeting. Arrangements are in hand for the Reigate Borough Police 

Sports to take place on August 23rd, the proceeds this year will be for the mayorôs unemployment 

relief fund. 

 
 

235 1933 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/2 
236 1933 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/2 
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1933 June 16: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  ï Reigate Borough Police XII v Special Constable XII -

Played at Reigate Priory on Wednesday resulted in a draw. The Specials made a shaky start, losing 

their first wicket with only 4 runs on the board. The third wicket was down for 43 but a splendid stand 

by Dean and Compton- Hall saw the 100 well passed before the fourth fell. A declaration was made 

at the interval at 141 for eight leaving the regulars an hour and a half in which to get the necessary 

runs. When stumps were drawn nine of their eleven wickets were down for 89. An early rot which 

seemed likely to set in was stopped by Atkins whose 36 constituted a classic innings in miniature. 

Several boundaries were the result of splendidly timed shots 

1933 June 23: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  ï Reigate Borough Police v London General Country 

Services. Played at The Woodlands Redhill resulted in a win for L.G.C.S, Score Reigate 75 and 

L.G.C.S. 144.  

1933 June 23: West Sussex County Times: Reigate Police Success- At Ember Court Surrey on 

Friday Reigate Borough Police were victorious in winning the A.A.A. Surrey County Championship 

for the 100 stone tug-of-war. Reigate who were coached by their Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher 

had a most strenuous pull against the East Surrey Regiment in the first round, one pull lasting 4 

minutes 15 seconds. In the final they met Longrove Mental Institution, the first pull went to Longrove. 

The second pull lasted three minutes and 28 seconds during which the police were pulled within 6 

inches of the line but rallied and gradually with determination pulled their opponents the remaining 

23 and a half feet for a win. The championship rested on the third pull and this lasted 2 minutes 38 

seconds before the police were able to secure the Championship Cup. 

1933 June 27: Mid Sussex Times: Bri tish Legion Fete at Cuckfield- Four teams entered the open 

tug-of-war contest including Reigate Borough Police who won the Surrey Championship on the 

previous Friday. Reigate Police beat the Carfax Ramblers (Horsham) in the eliminating round by two 

pulls to nil and in the final met Eastbourne Police. Eastbourne gave Reigate two good pulls in the 

final but the latter were obviously the better team and deservedly won the handsome challenge cup, 

which was presented to the Branch by Col Wallinger in 1929.Each member of the Reigate team 

received a case of tea spoons and the coach a bread saw.  

1933 June 30: Surrey Mirror : Cricket ï Reigate Borough Police v Guildford Borough Police. 

Played at The Woodlands resulted in a win for Reigate Police, PC Laycock taking five wickets for 

26 runs.                   

Rifle Shooting- Reigate Police v Reigate Town Silver Band- Monday evening saw the return match 

on the range of the Reigate Miniature Rifle Club. The duel was fought out in the presence of Mr W 

H Beacher, Chief Constable who took a very keen interest in the match. The Borough Police won by 

77 points. 

1933 July 1: Surrey Advertiser: Leatherhead Police and Traders Fete-Disappointment was caused 

by the fact that only two teams entered for the tug-of-war competition, which was inaugurated with 

marked success last year. A cup for the competition presented this year by Mr W Prutton was won by 

Reigate Police who defeated the Dorking Police Division by two pulls to nil. 
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1933 July 14: Surrey Mirror : Rifle Shooting - Reigate Borough Police v Reigate Grammar School 

O.T.C. -An interesting match was fired at the Tunnel Range on Monday. The conditions were eight 

to shoot, six to count and the result of the contest was a tie at 538 each. 

1933 July 14: Surrey Mirror : Reigate and Redhill ï Tug -of -war success- Reigate Borough Police 

were successful in winning the tug-of -war championship at East Sussex Police Sports at East 

Grinstead last week beating Petersfield in the final. Members of the police team, who were as follows 

were each presented with a handsome eight -day striking clock, PCôS Brownlow, Richardson, Dean, 

Saunders, Mason, Smith, Walker and Stoneman. PC Ingram was reserve and PC Dale trainer whilst 

the team were coached by Mr W H Beacher, Chief Constable. Much pleasure was occasioned at 

beating Petersfield for the first time. In as much as the members of that team are old stalwarts with a 

great name in this particular sport. The local team also met with success at recent meetings at 

Leatherhead and Cuckfield bringing home a trophy in each case. Of nine contests entered the Borough 

Police have been winners or runners up eight times 

1933 July 16: Reynoldsôs Newspaper: At Brighton Police Sports Petersfield Police won the tug-of-

war event by two pulls to nil from Reigate Borough Police. 

1933 July 21 Surrey Mirror : Cricket  ï Reigate Borough Police v Dorking Div, Surrey 

Constabulary. Played at The Woodlands resulted in a win for Reigate by 45runs. PC Dean took four 

wickets for 5 and PS Beedell three for 6. A notable stand by PCôs Wing and Walker produced 43 

runs. Score Dorking 50 and Reigate 95. 

1933 July 22: Surrey Advertiser: Cranleigh Sports-Police Team too late- Seven teams had entered 

for the tug-of-war, always a popular event but Reigate Police, holders of the Challenge Cup, who 

had been pulling in Brighton arrived late for the draw and could not compete.  

1933 July 29: Surrey Advertiser: Surrey Constabulary Sports initial meeting held at Woking- 

Reigate Borough Police had several successes at this meeting but lost out in the semi- final of the 

tug-of-war to R.A.S.C. Feltham by two pulls to nil.  

1933 August 11: Surrey Mirror : Oxted Sports and Fete ï Reigate Borough Police again win tug-

of-war. The annual sports of the Oxted, Limpsfield and Tandridge Sports Club was one of their most 

successful with glorious weather, record entries, good organisation and an attractive fete. As usual 

the team events aroused much attention. The tug-of-war provided much excitement and the success 

of the holders Reigate Borough Police was loudly cheered. In the final Reigate Police beat the East 

Surrey Water Co in two pulls. The police who are holders of the Surrey Championship were not 

seriously extended in the final, the first pull took two minutes but the second occupied less than a 

minute. The police receiving the challenge cup presented by Mr E Strong. 

1933 August 11: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  ï Reigate Borough Police v Brighton Borough Police. 

Played at Preston Park resulted in a draw. 

1933 August 31: West Sussex Gazette: Reigate Borough third annual Police Sports- Held at 

Redhill Memorial Sports Ground on August 23rd attracted a large gate and gained distinction by 

reason of attracting a number of world champions particularly in the womenôs events. The most 

vociferous enthusiasm was provoked by the Police tug-of-war and Reigate Borough were vocally 
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assisted by a large crowd through to the final where they met Dorset who beat them in two straight 

but very hard pulls, Dorset carrying off Sir Malcolm Campbellôs Cup. The Chief Constable won the 

100 yards flat handicap for members of the Borough Police with over 17 yearsô service. 

1933 September 18: The Scotsman: Success of Reigate Volunteers: Police Flying Squad: After a 

yearôs service the ñflying squadò of volunteer motor constables organised by Sir Malcolm Campbell 

to assist the Reigate police are likely to be issued with distinctive uniforms. The volunteer motorists 

numbering between forty and fifty, who provide their own cars and are all on the telephone, have 

provided real value. They are called on only in cases of serious crime. The volunteer ñflying squadò 

has been adopted by Surrey, Hampshire and other constabularies. 

 

Extract from an article on the Special Mobile Constabulary by Chief Constable Beacher 

Reigate Borough Police 1934238 

 
 

238 http://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?handle=hein.journals/policejl7&div=21&id=&page= 
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Chief Constable Beacher with Sir Malcolm Campbell inspecting the mobile section in 1932239 

 

Reigate Police Mobile Section with Sir Malcolm Campbell going out on patrol240 

 
 

239 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
240 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 14 April  2022 

938at938@gmail.com 

120 

 

 

 

Reigate Borough Police Motorcyclists with Malcolm Campbell (PC31) 

 

1934 Reigate Borough Police cricket team Chief Constable Beacher 
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1934 An increase in crime of 55.62% over 1933 241 

 A case of burglary at a house and an arrest made 

 Burglary at a school with an arrest made 

Nine houses were broken into in Redhill by a well-known local housebreaker. Special night-time 

observation was undertaken by the CID and uniform officers until the culprit was eventually arrested 

at Sutton and sent to prison. 

There was a housebreaking in Redhill where the criminal was arrested with the stolen property.  

There was a housebreaking at Reigate where £217 of property was stolen the largest sum in a year. 

Enquiries led to Lewes prison where a man arrested at Brighton was interviewed. The man was a 

simpleton who would admit anything! 

A further housebreaking was committed at Redhill by three men and a woman in a motor car. After 

a lengthy enquiry and special observation in London by the CID (the index number of the vehicle had 

been provided by a night foot patrol). Two men were arrested and convicted. The woman was once a 

housemaid at the house. (Note: Vehicles seen at night were recorded by foot patrols on into the late 

1960s and were always consulted by investigating officers following a crime overnight) 

1934 Police Pay: Half of the pay cut was restored 242 

1934 January 19: Surrey Mirror: Friendly Football  - Reigate Police v Dorking Police. The 

Dorking Police football team, which has only been formed a very short time visited Redhill on 

Tuesday and beat the Reigate Borough Police by 3 goals to 2. Warren and Clark (penalty) scored for 

Dorking Police in the first half. The Borough drew level with two goals from Wing and Laycock 

(penalty) but ten minutes from the end Warren scored the winning goal.  

1934 March 2: Surrey Mirror: Police Football - The Oxted Division of Surrey Constabulary played 

Reigate Borough Police at Master Park in the semi-final of the Horley Hospital Cup and were 

narrowly defeated by two goals to one. Snow fell practically throughout the game which kept the 

attendance down, but as a large number of tickets were previously sold, the Hospital funds will 

considerably benefit. PC Wing scored the first goal for Reigate and PC Adsett put through his own 

goal when attempting to clear, to put Reigate two up. This was the score at half time. The second half 

was very even and in the last minute Oxted reduced the lead through PC Bowden. 

1934 April 6: Surrey Mirror:  Football:  Police Hospital Cup- Reigate Police 1, Guildford Police 5. 

Reigate Borough Police were unable to hold Guildford Police in the final of the Horley Hospital 

Police Cup on Wednesday. The outstanding player on the field was PC Dean in goal for Reigate. He 

played a splendid game, making many fine saves and undoubtedly saved the Borough Force from a 

much heavier defeat. Walker, left back, also worked hard in defence while Stoneman played a good 
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game at centre half. In the forward line Laycock although wandering from his position at inside-left 

played well. For Guildford Bell (outside right), Roberts (inside right) and PS Hill (centre forward) 

were outstanding in attack, both backs playing well in defence. Guildford were the first to score, Bell 

making a fine solo run down the left wing. Just before the interval Roberts scored a second and soon 

after resumption, he added another and a little later PS Hill the fourth. Roberts then netted again for 

Guildford. Reigate pressed towards the end and a corner kick by PS Beedell went to Laycock who 

lobbed the ball over the goalkeeper into the net. After the match the cup was presented to PS Hill, 

Guildford Captain by Mr W H Beacher, Chief Constable of Reigate, one of the organisers of the 

competition. 

 

PC Capelin commendation 
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1934 May 4: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  ï Reigate Borough Police lost their first match of the season 

at Chichester when their opponents, the West Sussex Police scored 102 and the visitors were all out 

for 39.  

1934 May 18: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  ï Farm School v Reigate Borough Police. Played at the 

School Ground resulted in a win for the Police. PC Simmonds took seven wickets for 35 and was top 

scorer foe the police with 36. 

1934 May 25: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  ï Oxted Police v Reigate Borough- Played at Blindley Heath 

resulted in a win for Oxted by 37 runs. Scores Oxted 70, Reigate Borough 33. 

1934 June 1: Reading Standard: Berkshire Police Sports -Open tug-of -war open competition ï 

First Round ï Reigate Borough Police beat Broadmoor Asylum Staff 2-0, Second Round Reigate beat 

Swindon 2-1 and in the semi-final R. A.S.C. (the eventual winners) beat Reigate 2-0. 

1934 June 8: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  ï Reigate Police v Southern Police Orphanage- At Woodlands 

Redhill was won by the Borough Police by 77runs. Score- Borough Police 127, Southern Police 

Orphanage 50. 

1934 June 22: Sussex Agricultural Express: East Sussex Police Sports at Bexhill ï Tug -of -war - 

Reigate did not lose a pull in the tug-of -war open to Southern Police Forces. In the final they met 

Eastbourne, one of whose team developed astrain which necessitated his removal by ambulance. 

1934 June 22: Surrey Mirror : Surrey County Amateur Athletics Association Championships held 

at The Memorial Ground Redhill - The tug-of -war championship changed hands- Reigate Borough 

Police who were fancied to retain their title beat the Sutton Water Company by two straight pulls in 

the first round but were out in the next to Longrove who eventually became champions. (Photo of 

Reigate team in this newspaper) 

1934 July 3: Beds and Herts Pictorial: Luton Police Sports- Tug-of -war 104 stone, first round 

Reigate Borough Police beat Wealdstone Police 2-0 and Luton Borough Police beat Dorset 

Constabulary. In the final Luton beat Reigate 2 pulls to nil. 

1934 Hampshire Telegraph: Police at Sport- On Tuesday the West Sussex police cricket team went 

to Reigate for their return match against Reigate Borough Police and defeated them by 87 runs to 62. 

For Reigate PS Bedell (1O) and PC Nicholls (12) were the highest scorers. Several of the West Sussex 

men failed to score, seven wickets falling to PC Dean for 31 runs. 

1934 July 14: Yorkshire Post: Amateur Athletic Championships at White City London- Tug-of -

war (100 stones) First round Reigate Police received a bye, in semi-final Royal Army Services Corps 

(Feltham) beat Reigate Borough Police two pulls to nil, R.A.S.C. beating Royal Marines (Portsmouth) 

in the final two pulls to nil. 

1934 July 27: Surrey Mirror:  - Banstead Flower Show ï Tug-of -war ï This competition is always 

a feature of the show, attracting some excellent teams but unfortunately the R.A.S.C. Feltham who 

won the trophy last year did not defend their title and Reigate Borough Police, last yearôs runners up 

also failed to put in an appearance.  
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Reigate Borough Police first aid competition Note chevrons on officers in the front row. PC13 

PC23 PS5 PC21 PC32 

1934 August 3: Reading Standard: Broadmoor- After a lapse of many years the asylum staff flower 

show was revived and held on the cricket ground. It included a sports programme and in the semi-

final of the tug-of -war Broadmoor lost to Reigate Borough Police by two pulls to nil and Staines 

Police defeated Wiltshire Constabulary then going on to beat Reigate 2 -1 in the final after some stiff 

pulls. 

1934 August 11: Westerham Herald: ï Bank Holiday Sports at Oxted- In the open tug-of -war 

Reigate Borough Police who were champions of Surrey last year retained the challenge cup after a 

hard struggle with Willesdon Loco. In the first pull the referee declared ñno pullò after three minutes 

as both teams were down. Reigate win the next two pull, the second of which lasted 2minutes 20 

seconds. 

1934 August 23: West Sussex Gazette- Chiddingfold Athletic Sports Meeting- Tug-of -war 

R.A.S.C, Feltham, holders of the Amateur Athletic Association Championship beat Reigate Borough 

Police in the final by two pulls, one of which lasted two minutes 27seconds. 

1934 August 24 Surrey Mirror : Reigate Borough Police Sports at the Memorial Ground Redhill - 

Now in its fourth year and enjoying the distinction as being one of the best events of its kind in the 
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southern counties. Tug -of-war ï Sixteen teams entered the 104 stone tug-of-war contest open to 

Police Forces in the United Kingdom and this event provided great interest. Most of the pulls were 

strenuous and in a number of cases gruelling duels lasted several minutes. Reigateôs team which is 

coached by the Chief Constable and which lately has earned several successes had the misfortune to 

be drawn in the first round against a team with no less a reputation than that of Luton. A plucky fight 

was non-availing and the home team went down in two straight pulls. Luton went on to win the 

Challenge Cup that had been presented by Sir Malcolm Campbell. 

Among local events popularly hailed was the one-mile inter-divisional cycle race in which PCôS 

Brownlow and Wing were riding to a splendid finish when the latter had the misfortune to come off 

his machine. It appears that the cycles just touched whilst nearing the last bend. Fortunately, PC Wing 

was unhurt, although his fall was a heavy one, but for this fall there is little doubt that he would have 

won. 

 1934 August 24: Surrey Mirror : Cricket - Reigate Borough Police v Guildford Borough Police ï 

Played at St Davidôs Reigate resulted in a win for Reigate by 8 wickets. 

1934 September 4: Mid Sussex Times: Hurstpierpoint Carnival- The tug-of -war competition was 

played under A.A.A. rules for a challenge cup given by Sir William Campion and nine replicas with 

nine medals attracted great interest. Reigate Borough Police eventually being the victors for the third 

year in succession. Although entitled to hold the trophy for ñkeepsò they are sportingly giving it back 

for perpetual competition. In the first round Reigate Borough Police beat West Sussex Constabulary 

by two pulls to nil and in the final beat Carfax Ramblers by two pulls to nil. 

1934 September 14: Surrey Mirror : Borough Police win handsome trophy ï Dorking Division 

beaten in cricket final - By defeating Dorking Division of the Surrey Constabulary in the final of a 

cricket competition open to teams who enter for the Horley Hospital Football Cup. The Reigate 

Borough Police Team won the handsome ñWatteeò Cup valued at Ã100. The match was played at 

Stoughton Barracks when the Borough Police team thanks to a deadly spell of bowling by PC Dean, 

who took eight wickets for four runs sent their opponents back for a small score of 19 runs. The 

Reigate team collected a total of 123 runs. Pc White for Dorking bowled well and took seven wickets 

for 17runs. At the trophy presentation Mr W H Beacher, Chief Constable of Reigate Borough 

expressed his pleasure that the Reigate Force should have become the first holders of the Cup. 

1934 September 27: West Sussex Gazette: -Reigate and Redhill- Reigate Police have won 24 

trophies during the three years Mr W H Beacher who came to Reigate from Horsham, has been Chief 

Constable. 

1935 despite the recession, the chief constable made what even now is regarded as an almost 

unbelievable decision for a small borough police force by forming a Special Constabulary Air Unit. 

With pilots based at Redhill Aerodrome and up to twelve planes available, regular police officers 
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acted as observers for the unit. It was used for large-scale searches and remained in being until the 

demise of the force. 243 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

243 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett April 15, 2022, 938at938@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

127 

 

 

Sky Peeler: Sir Malcolm Campbell in Special Constabulary uniform 

 

Police officers receiving instruction to take part in Reigate Borough Police Flying Corps 

Type of aircraft used by Reigate Borough Police 

AAAA DH60G Moth de Havilland 805 No 1934 General Demo Heston also AA use  
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AAJZ DH60G Moth de Havilland 1134 Yes 1935 Surrey Reigate Borough/Redhill FC  

AAYY DH60G Moth de Havilland 1251 Yes 1935 Surrey Reigate Borough/Redhill FC  

ABFR Segrave Meteor Blackburn 3169/2 Yes 1935 Surrey Reigate Borough/Redhill FC  

ABSO DH80A Puss M de Havilland 2217 Yes 1935 Surrey Reigate Borough/Redhill FC  

DH60G Moth de Havilland 1908 No 1935 Surrey Reigate Borough/Redhill FC244 

1935 April 26: Surrey Mirror : Borough Police at Squad Drill- Innovation at Reigate ï The first of 

an annual series of squad drill competitions in connection with Reigate Borough Police Force was 

seen on the drill ground at Reigate County School for Girls. A handsome trophy presented by Mr V 

C Felix of Lakerôs Hotel Redhill was awarded to the winning squad which was instructed by PC 

Williams and marshalled by PS Atkins. The winning squad received 18 marks out of a possible 20 

and the runners up 16. Both squads impressed greatly with their smart movements and the two 

instructors, both ex non-commissioned officers of the Coldstream Guards were highly commended 

on the manner in which they directed the various evolutions both at drill and physical training. In his 

speech afterwards the Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher stated it was absolutely essential that 

policemen should be 100 per cent active and without physical training instruction that could not be 

assured.   

1935 May 18: Westerham Herald: Cricket - Oxted Police win by one run. There was an exciting 

finish to the match between Oxted Police and Reigate Borough Police at Blindley Heath on Tuesday 

afternoon. When the last Reigate batsman went in to bat his side needed two runs to win. A scoring 

stroke was made, off which the batsmen attempted to run two with the result one of them was run out 

leaving Oxted the winners by one run which received tremendous applause from supporters, the Chief 

Constable being their coach. As runners up the team received cigarette boxes.  

1935 1 June: Surrey County AAA Championships held at the Alexandra Recreation Ground, 

Tolworth. Programme of events include 880 yards senior championship heats; 100 yards senior 

championship heats; putting the 16lb weight; 100 yards junior championship heats; 880 yards junior 

championship heats; high jump championship; 880 yards senior championship final; throwing the 

discus championship; 100 yards senior championship final; 100 yards junior championship final; tug 

of war championship - 100 stones preliminary round; Surrey County Women's AAA relay 

championship; 880 yards junior championship final; 220 yards championship heats; schoolboys' relay 

race heats; tug of war first round; 220 yards championship 2nd round; one mile championship; long 

jump championship; 220 yards championship final; two miles walk championship; schoolboys' relay 

race grade two final; throwing the javelin championship; 440 yards senior championship heats; 440 

 
 

244http://www.policeaviationnews.com/acrobat/index/ukpolicefleet.1921.2003.pd 
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yards junior championship; three miles championship; tug of war final; 440 yards senior 

championship final. Includes some manuscript annotations recording of times and results. 

Includes advertisements for forthcoming meetings: the Southern Championships to be held at the 

Royal Naval Sports Ground, Pitt Street, Portsmouth, 22 June 1935; the forty-fifth annual athletic 

sports organised by the City of London Police Athletic Club and held at the White City Stadium, 29 

June 1935; the fifth annual sports meeting organised by the Reigate Borough Police and held at 

the Memorial Sports Ground, Redhill, 21 August 1935; the third annual sports meeting organised by 

Surrey Constabulary Sports Club and held at the Football and Sports Ground, Woking, 13 July 

1935; the AAA Championships Great Britain versus France held at the White City Stadium, 12-13 

July 1935; and the Jubilee Sports Meeting organised by 'Streets of Adventure' Croydon and District 

Traders' Association held at Wandle Park, Croydon, 19 June 1935 

 

1935 June 7: Surrey Mirror : Tug-of -war champions of Surrey ï Reigate Borough Police win 

without conceding a pull. Reigate Borough Police tug-of -war team achieved a very fine success in 

their second appearance of this season when they deposed of Long Grove, last seasonôs holders, at 

the Surrey Championship meeting. It was a distinctly fine performance in that the police did not 

concede a single pull throughout the competition. In the first round they disposed of Putney Police in 

two straight pulls and in the second Sutton Water Company were similarly defeated. Long Grove 

were expected to break this sequence even if they did not win but again Reigate saved the necessity 

for a deciding pull despite some strenuous work by Long Grove. On Thursday of last week at the 

Berkshire County Police Sports, held at Abingdon -on-Thames, in the open 104 stone tug-of-war 

competition Reigate Borough were the finalists with the R.A.S.C. (Feltham). The Reigate Police lost 

two strenuous pulls, putting up a good show.  
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1935 June 14: Surrey Mirror: Police at tug-of -war-The Reigate Borough Police Tug-of war team 

were successful on Thursday of last week in winning the final of the Oxford Police tug-of -war 

competition beating Luton and thus wrestling from that team a cup they had held for nine years. At 

the Southern Railway Sports at Woking on Monday, the Borough Police were runners up and the 

members of the team received mementoes in the form of dressing sets. Thirteen teams had entered 

the competition and Reigate in turn beat the Gas, Light and Coke Company, the Military Police and 

the Norfolk Regiment each by two straight pulls. In the final the Royal Army Service Corps won by 

two straight pulls. 

1935 June 21: Surrey Mirror:  Police at tug-of -war-Reigate Borough Police entered the tug-of -

war competition at the Metropolitan Sports at Hendon on Saturday and were runners up, being beaten 

by Chelsea in the final. Members of the team were each presented with a tobacco companion. 

 

 

PC 38 Bowles Reigate Borough245 

 
 

245 Sent to the author by Mr Bowles ôfamily  
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1935 July 5: Surrey Mirror : Tug-of -War - Reigate Borough Police team visited Dorchester last 

week and were defeated in the final of the 104 stone competition in connection with the Dorset 

Constabulary Sports. Here they met several redoubtable opponents and the win by Dorset of two to 

one followed a very strenuous pull. The first of the pulls lasted nearly four minutes. Dorset, it will be 

remembered won Sir Malcolm Campbellôs Cup at Redhill last year beating Luton. The Reigate Police 

team did not meet with success at the Luton Police Sports on Saturday being eliminated by Dorset in 

one competition and by Luton in the other. 

1935 July 12: Surrey Mirror : Cricket : Police after ñWattieò Cup- Reigate Police 203, Woking 

Police 69. At Woking on Tuesday Reigate Borough Police passed into the final of the ñWattieò cup, 

PCôS Dean and Wing for the Borough police scored 78 and 40 respectively. ñ  

1935 July 19: Surrey Mirror : Police at Tug-of -War - Reigate Borough Police tug -of-war team 

competed in the A.A.A. championships at White City on Friday and were beaten in the semi-final by 

the Royal Army Services Corps team, who went on to win the championship again. 

1935 July 23: Mid Sussex Times: British Legion Fete Cuckfield- The open tug-of -war contest has 

always proved an attraction and six teams entered the competition including Reigate Borough Police, 

holders of the cup and amateur champions of Surrey. In the first round Reigate Police beat Eastbourne 

Police and in the semi- final Reigate Police beat West Sussex Police but lost in the final to R.A.S.C. 

by two pulls to nil. 

1935 July 27: Bexhill-on -Sea Observer: East Sussex Sports at Bexhill- The final of the tug-of -

war open to Southern and Metropolitan Forces provided a battle of giants between Reigate and the 

Southend Village Police. For a start they tugged and strained without either team conceding an inch. 

Then the superior stamina of the Reigate men made itself felt and they went on to win the cup for 

another year.  

1935 August 2: Reading Standard: Broadmoor Staff Flower and Sports Show- An outstanding 

feature of the sports was the tug-of -war, in which ten teams competed, Broadmoor, who had a good 

team had every hope this year of winning the seventeen -guinea cup, presented by Dr Foulerton, the 

medical superintendent, they having competed the week before at Littlewick British Legion Sports 

where they won the silver challenge cup. The final however was between Staines Police, the holders 

and Reigate Borough Police. Staines wining by two pulls to nil and thus holding the cup for a second 

year. 

1935 August 2: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  in Brief ï At the Woodlands last week Reigate Borough 

Police 124-8 declared (PC Dean 72), Guildford Borough Police 71 (PC Ferguson 40 and Sgt Atkins 

3 for 0). 

1935 August 10: Westerham Herald: Oxted Bank Holiday Sports- Great interest was taken in the 

open tug-of-war  in which the competing teams were the Royal Army Services Corps, Feltham who 

are the 100 stone British champions and 130 stone Service champions, Willesdon who are the L.M.S. 

Railway champions, Reigate Borough Police , Surrey County champions, Southend Village Police 
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who have been runners up in every contest entered this and last season and London Brick Company 

and Forders Ltd who travelled 70 miles to compete. The R.A.S.C. and Reigate Borough Police 

reached the final after some strenuous pull, the former eventually winning the challenge cup by two 

straight pulls. 

1935 August 23: Surrey Mirror : Reigate Borough Police Sports - A brilliant spectacle at Redhill 

Memorial Sports Ground.  As in previous years the tug-of -war competitions were amongst the most 

interesting and great cheers went up when the Reigate Police team took to the field to participate in a 

gruelling pull. The Reigate team losing to Staines by two pulls to one in the first round.  

1935 August 23: Edward Morris Smith aged forty-one with no occupation, of 32, Fengates Road, 

Redhill appeared at Reigate Borough Police Court yesterday on remand on a charge of shooting with 

intent to murder Leslie Knight of Madeira Walk, Reigate and John Barnett of Charman Road, 

Redhill. He was remanded for another week. 246 

1935 September 5 West Sussex Gazette: Hurstpierpoint Carnival- In the tug-of -war competition 

R.A.S.C., Feltham beat Reigate Borough Police (the holders) by two pulls to nil in the final. 

1935 September 20: Surrey Mirror : Cricket:  Reigate Police lose Cup Reigate Police 38, Guildford 

police 94-2 

At Stoughton Barracks, Guildford last week in the final of the ñWattieò Cup competition, Reigate 

Borough caught a cold. PCôS Roberts and Pilkington for Guildford being very deadly with the ball. 

1935 Annual report247 

Year Offences Detected Percentage 

1921 56 34 60 

1922 56 35 66 

1923 80 42 52 

1924 85 46 55 

1925 80 38 48 

1926 114 50 44 

1927 121 44 36 

 
 

246 The Scotsman August 23 1835 
247 1934 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
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Year Offences Detected Percentage 

1928 165 39 23 

1929 132 53 40 

1930 131 52 36 

1931 98 58 59 

1932 103 62 60 

1933 151 96 63 

1934 235 50 63 

1935   68 

 

1935 Smash and Grab in Redhill at 2.30am and following good work by the Metropolitan Police 

Flying Squad two men were arrested with a stolen car. 248 

1935: Housebreaking Merstham: A man was arrested in Hove using the same MO however he was 

not prosecuted. 249 

1935: Housebreaking Gatton: Two men on a motorcycle stole £377 11s 6d but were later arrested 

by patrolling officer in the Metropolitan Police District. 250 

1935: Other crimes included larceny by servant, larceny from lodgings, and three larcenies from cars. 
251 

1935: In the year there were two cases of attempted murder committed by a local person who was 

in receipt of an Army disability pension for injuries from the Great War. He was detained during her 

Majestyôs Pleasure. He shot two men both of whom were incapacitated for life; one lost the sight of 

both eyes and the other the use of his left arm. 252 

1935: Housebreaking Redhill was the work of a well-known ñcat burglarò who was disturbed 

making his exit from the house down a drainpipe. At the front gate he met a plain clothes officer and 

informed him that he was wanted inside. He then stole a bicycle which he later abandoned and 

 
 

248 1935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
249 1935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
250 1935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
251 1935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
252 1935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
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boarded a bus. The plain clothes officer was quickly in pursuit and arrested the man in the Borough. 

Thirteen cases were taken into consideration i.e., he admitted a number of other offences. 253     

1935: Highway robbery with violence: Merstham 8.30am a young lady was attacked and her handbag 

stolen. A local man was arrested by a uniform constable and was sentenced to 12 months and 15 

strokes of the birch. 254 

1935: Manslaughter: Surrey Assizes. The accused was involved in a road accident and left the injured 

motorcyclist in the road and drove off. 255 

1935: Larcenies from unattended motor-vehicles caused a great deal of consternation. Eventually two 

men were arrested and had four charges preferred after property was recovered from their home. 256 

1936 May 1: Surrey Mirror : Borough Police Drill Competition- Reigate. Two squads competed 

for the ñFelixò Cup and the Chief Constableôs Cup held in the grounds of the County School for Girls 

at Reigate. The two squads first paraded together, and the gathering witnessed the usual police drill 

with the marching and the production of truncheon, handcuffs and whistle. In addition to the drill the 

squads performed a number of physical exercises devised with the object of keeping the Force smart, 

fit and efficient. The exercises and drills were extremely well carried out and the mayor found it 

difficult to judge between the two squads but he eventually awarded the ñFelixò cup to PC Stonemanôs 

group and the runners up trophy, the Chief Constableôs Cup to PC Williams group. When announcing 

his result the mayor congratulated everyone and stated that on several occasions recently when he 

had been in the City he had mentioned that he was at Reigate and had received the reply ñThatôs 

where the Police Force is so smart.ò 

1936 May 15: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  - Constables good catch- Reigate Borough Police 117, 

G.P.O. Sports 71. R E Doe for the Postmen took 4 for 7 but PC Gaze for the police excelled with the 

bat and ball, also in the field, taking a very fine catch low down at mid-on. PC Nichols also bowled 

well taking 4 for 19. 

1936 May 22: Surrey Mirror : Police - Reigate, Guildford and Windsor Borough Police are 

competing this year in a three- sided cricket contest for a handsome trophy presented by the residents 

of Windsor. Reigate Police tug-of -war team expect to commence their summer activities in earnest 

on Whit- Monday.                  

1936 June 12: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  - Reigate Police 88- Dorking Division Surrey Constabulary 

46. The bowlers were the men who mattered in this game. PC Gaze for Reigate took 6 for 17 and PC 

Hood for Dorking 5 for 27. 

 
 

253 1935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
254 1935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
255 1935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
256 1935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
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1936 June 12: South Wales Gazette: At the Oxford City Police Sports tug-of -war 104 stone contest 

open to all police teams Reigate were beaten in the first round by Luton 2 pulls to nil. 

1936 June 19: Surrey Mirror : Police Golferôs Misfortune- PC K Atkinson* of Reigate Borough 

Police was dogged with bad luck in his police golfing exploits at Port Rush, Ireland last week. In the 

Police Golfing Championship, for which he was a favourite, he gained 5th place out of nearly 200 

entrants- a fine achievement. When he was leading at the thirteenth green of a difficult course- no 

rain had fallen there for thirteen weeks- the ball lodged in a rocky portion of the green and was not 

dislodged until PC Atkinson had conceded ten strokes, which lost him the championship. Shortly 

afterwards PC Atkinson was chosen to play for the English Police Team against a combined Scottish 

and Irish Team, which the latter won by one stroke. In this match he had the misfortune to drive his 

ball into a rabbitsô scrape when requiring a four for the last hole, having rounded the turn in 36. When 

the event was broadcast from Northern Ireland PC Atkinson was praised for his achievements.                                   

*PC Kenneth Glover Atkinson was from Borth in Wales, his father was the secretary of the Borth 

and Ynyslas Golf Club from 1929 and he was an outstanding figure in golfing circles in that part of 

Wales. PC Atkinson gained his knowledge of the game at the Borth Club, under his fatherôs expert 

guidance. He came to Redhill from there in 1935 to join the Reigate Borough Police and he went on 

to represent them in several open police championships. 

1936 June 27: Herts and Essex Observer: Herts Police Sports - Tug-of-war, open, challenge cup 

presented by Mr Andrew Motion of Braintree ï Heat 2 Reigate Borough Police beat West Ham Police 

ï Final Reigate beat Hertford by two pulls. 

1936 July 3: Surrey Mirror : Tug-of -war successes- Reigate Borough Police tug-of-war team have 

had a successful week. On Wednesday (June 24th) at Dorset they were only defeated in the final of 

the 104 stone section while they reached the semi-final of the catchweights. The following day they 

went to Herford and won the Hertfordshire County Cup. This is the second year that the Borough 

have gained this trophy. On Saturday they journeyed to Luton but were unfortunately beaten in the 

semi-final by a strong team from Dorset. The Reigate team including a reserve is as follows- PCôs 

Barber, Brownlow, Gaze, Hampshire, Johnson, Ridpath, Richardson Stoneman and Walker with the 

Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher as coach. 

1936 July 17: Surrey Mirror : Police at tug-of -war ï Reigate Borough Police beat Luton Police in 

tug-of -war at the West Sussex Police Sport by two pulls to one in a very strenuous competition. It is 

interesting to note that the handsome trophy awarded to Reigate was once before in the possession of 

the Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher, being won by his old Horsham team when he was an officer 

of the West Sussex Force. 

1936 July 17: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  - ñBroke his duck 49 times.ò Windsor Police 49, Reigate 

Police 117-5. Sgt Atkins for the local police succeeded in breaking his duck in this match. He broke 

it with vengeance and scored a useful 49, as many as the whole opposition scored. The match was 

one of a series for the ñDeaconò cup triangle competition between Guildford, Reigate and Windsor. 
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1936 August 7: Surrey Mirror : Bank Holiday Sports ï International Meeting at Oxted -   A.A.A. 

Champions win tug-of -war ï The presence of several competitors well known in national meetings 

added considerably to the excitement that prevailed while some of the events were being decided. 

One if the best of these was the open tug-of-war (catchweight) for Mr Edwin Strongôs Cup. This was 

won by the Royal Army Service Corps (Feltham) who are the A.A.A. 100 stone champions. In the 

semi- final the R.A.S.C. defeated Reigate Borough Police, who had beaten London Transport (C.O.) 

Sports Association in the first round, in pulls lasting 1 minute 27 seconds and 1 minute 45 seconds.  

1936 August 7: Surrey Mirror : South Park Fete and Sports Meeting ï Tug -of -war ï Three teams 

entered for the tug-of -war contest for a Challenge Cup presented by Mr P C Mordan, Reigate 

Borough Police, Longrove Mental Hospital and Willesden Loco. Willesden Loco beat Longrove by 

two strenuous pulls to one, following which they were defeated by Reigate Borough Police in the 

third of three gruelling pulls. The contest being watched with considerable interest. 

1936 August 13: West Sussex Gazette: Guildford ï Guildford Borough Police have reached the 

final of the ñWattieò Cricket Cup  Competition for Surrey Police Force. Last week they defeated 

Reigate Borough Police by four wickets. 

1936 August 14: Surrey Mirror : Advert for Reigate Borough Police Sports 

 

1936 August 21: Surrey Mirror : Reigate Borough Police Sports- Reigate Boroughôs sixth athletic 

meeting was full of promise but fated to be spoiled by rain, a heavy shower shortly after four bringing 

in its train a steady persistent drizzle which remained until the end. Although the crowd grumbled 

everybody made the best of it. The programme was one of the most attractive yet presented and but 

for the rain the athletic prowess would also have been the best. 



Robert Bartlett April 15, 2022, 938at938@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

137 

The tug-of -war ï Thirteen teams participated in the police(open) 104 stone tug-of -war competition 

for the handsome challenge cup presented by Sir Malcolm Campbell. In the first round Reigate 

Borough beat West Sussex, the contest being of a strenuous nature and Reigate were fortunate in 

gaining ground rapidly. Staines, however making short work of their stamina in the second round. 

The borough team coached by Mr Beacher consisted of PCôs Brownlow, Walker, Laycock 

Hampshire, Gaze, Ridpath, Johnson and Richardson. The final being won by Ulster. 

An interesting addition to the programme this year was the catch weight tug-of-war contest between 

Reigate and Redhill divisions of the Borough Police coached respectively by PS Kimber and PS 

Foster. Redhill won by two pulls to one, but not without stern opposition. The contest was for the 

new 17 guineas challenge cup generously presented by Mr E L Page of Castlelea, Reigate. The contest 

was rendered all the more thrilling by reason of the fact that members of the regular Reigate Borough 

Police tug-of-war team were expressly excluded from taking part.                                                

The Chief Constable himself ran in the 100yards handicap race for Borough Police officers of over 

15 yearsô service. Starting at scratch PS Beedell made short work of covering the 8 yards start given 

to his Chief but did not pass him until near the tape.  Photo from Daily Mirror 20th August.  
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Part of the proceeds from the meeting will be for a newly instituted fund for the widows and orphans 

of their own force. 

1936 September 4: Sussex Agricultural Express: Tug-of-War: Hurstpierpoint Carnival- The 

Royal Army Service Corps (Feltham), A.A.A. champions of all England who were last yearôs winners 

of the ñChampionò challenge cup took the trophy home with them once again beating Reigate 

Borough Police in the final by two straight pulls. Each member of the winning team received a replica 

of the trophy and members of the other finalist team each received a medal. 

1936 September 11: Surrey Mirror : Reigate Carnival Week- The Reigate   Borough Police 

challenge cup for the Carnival Tug-of-War  changed hands at the Sports Ground Redhill on Friday 

night, Cranleigh British Legion who defeated Long Grove Sports Club, the holders in the semi-final 

winning it after a strenuous final against Broadmoor Staff A.C., nine civilian teams having entered 

the competition. 

1936 September 25: Surrey Mirror : Police win cup- Reigate Borough Police are to be congratulated 

on winning the ñDeaconò Cup, a triangular sports contest between the police of Guildford, Windsor 

and Reigate. Cricket, shooting and swimming are the three sporting activities in which the officers 

compete. The cricket match was played early in the season and the concluding stages of the swimming 

and shooting were held at Guildford on Tuesday. The final result was Reigate 17 points, Guildford 6 

points and Windsor 3points. 

1936 October 7: Western Daily Press: ïLucky Catôs 13 Kittens- Sebastian, the cat, has been a firm 

favourite since he was adopted by the Redhill Police in Surrey some time ago. He gave up a 

comfortable home to become the mascot of the force and he was therefore called St Sebastian. He 

always brought luck to the force which is attached to the Reigate Borough Police who are famed for 
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their athletic powers. It was recently noticed that he spent more and more time in seclusion in his 

favourite cell, presumably in saintly meditation but news has just come to hand that Sebastian is now 

the proud mother of 13 kittens. 

1936: A prisoner caused a great many problems committing crimes. When he was arrested, he was 

dressed as a woman. He was described at his trial as a sexual pervert, a fetishist for whom the 

excitement of womenôs clothing had some relation to his perverted instincts. 257 

1936 December 28: Robbery with violence: A domestic servant was attacked in Raglan Road, 

Reigate suffering blows to the face and losing 10 shillings. No arrest made. 258 

1936: In his annual report Chief Constable Beacher expressed his gratitude for the assistance of the 

chief constable of Surrey at all times. 259 

1937 April 16: Surrey Mirror : Borough Policemen compete for cup. The drill and physical 

training  competition in which Reigate Borough Police engage every year for the ñFelixò and 

ñBeacherò Cups was held in the grounds of Reigate County School. The competition was between 

two teams captained respectively by PC Williams and PC Stoneman. Both squads evoked admiration 

from the onlookers by their smartness in uniform drill and formation. A topical note was the 

introduced by the donning of gas masks, which was done at admirable speed. PC Stonemanôs team 

were judged at being slightly the better team. 

1937 May 14: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  in Brief ï Philanthropic School 88 (W Dawes 55 not out) 

Reigate Borough Police 100 (PC Dean 52, PC Gaze 24) at the Farm School last week.                                    

West Sussex Police 84 (PC Lynch 32, PC Gaze 7-38), Reigate Borough Police 119 (PC Capelin 32, 

PC Laycock 22) at Chichester last week. 

1937 May 21: Surrey Mirror Cricket:  Borough Police in cup form ï Dorking Police 50- Reigate 

Police 152 -6. In the first round of the ñWattieò Cup competition at Reigate on Tuesday, the Borough 

Police won comfortably thanks chiefly to PC Gaze who took 6 for 20 and PC Wilmott who carried 

his bat for 43.  

1937 June 11: Surrey: Cricket  - Guildford Police 121-3 declared, Reigate Police 60-7. At Dennis 

Sports Ground Guildford the match resulted in a draw for the Deacon Cup Competition, Reigate were 

fortunate to force a draw.  

1937 June 18: Surrey Mirror Gazette : Tug-of-War ï Royal Ulster Constabulary Sports Belfast- 

The Reigate Borough Police tug-of -war team last weekend had a pleasant and interesting experience 

when they visited Belfast at the invitation of the Royal Ulster Constabulary who, it may be recalled 

are Police Champions and holders of the Reigate Borough Police Trophy presented by Sir Malcolm 

 
 

257 1935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
258 1936 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
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Campbell. The Reigate team took part in tug- of -war competitions at two weights 104 and 100 stones. 

In the former they were beaten by the Royal Ulster Constabulary who ultimately won the competition. 

In the 100 stone Reigate met their Ulster rivals in the final and lost by two pulls to nil, thus taking the 

second prize which took the form of a silver wristlet watch for each competitor. 

1937 July 2: Western Gazette: Dorset Police Sports- Tug-of-War 13stone contest Reigate were 

beaten in round 1 by Dorchester and in the tug-of -war catch weight open competition for the Dorset 

Challenge cup Reigate were beaten in the final by Monmouth. 

1937 July 9: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  ï Windsor Police 52 ï Reigate Police 214. In a very enjoyable 

game in the Home Park Windsor PCôS Dean and Laycock opened their shoulders for Reigate and 

Dean was also deadly with the ball taking 6 wickets for 24runs, the match being in the Deacon Cup 

Competition. 

A notable all-round performance of 44 and 7 for 13 by P C Dean led to Reigate Policeôs success in 

the Wattie Cup semi -final against Oxted.  Score Oxted Police 32, Reigate 170. 

1937 July 16: Surrey Mirror : Cricket  - Guildford Police 62 Reigate Police 70. At the Woodlands, 

Redhill this game, a Deacon Cup competition match was enjoyable and closely contested. Gaze and 

Nicholls for Reigate shared the wickets and PC Cooper took 6 Reigate wickets for 14.P C Erwin for 

Reigate saved his side with a timely 16 when runs were badly needed. 

1937 August 6: Surrey Mirror: Oxted Sports Bank Holiday Meeting- Reigate Police win tug-of -

war. Reigate Police did not have the luck of the draw in the tug-of -war but they easily proved their 

superiority over the three teams they had to meet. They had a big fight against R.A.S.C. who came 

from Feltham with a big reputation but having the benefit of a slight slope, won by two pulls to one. 

They beat Sutton Water Co in the semi-final in two straight pulls, one lasting 69 seconds and then 

met ñLò Div, Metropolitan Police, winning after one round had been declared a ñno pullò. Reigate 

team members were ï PCôS Hampshire, Wilmott, Laycock, Johnson, Barber, Ridpath, Gaze and 

Richardson with PC Brownlow as reserve, Mr W H Beacher, Chief Constable was coach.  

1937 August 27 Surrey Mirror : Cricket:   ñWatteeò Cup - Guildford Police 96, Reigate police 107. 

In the ñWatteeò Cup final at Merrow on Friday Reigate pulled off a fine victory. PC Simmonds for 

Reigate took 5 for 16 and PC Pilkington for Guildford took 7 for 31. PCôs Wilmott and Nicholls for 

Reigate made a good fourth wicket stand, which gave Reigate the chance of victory and PCôs 

Simmonds and Erwin were seen in a last wicket stand. 

1937 August 27: Surrey Mirror : The Borough Police Sports held on August 25th  at the Memorial 

Sports Ground Redhill - Seventh annual event eclipses all its predecessors- Tug-of -war excitement- 

The enthusiasm of the Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher for the tug-of -war has made this 

competition one of the most keenly anticipated features of the sports and the 104 stone competition, 

open to all Police forces in the United Kingdom provoked the usual excitement which reached its 

peak when the Reigate Borough Police for the first time ñliftedò Sir Malcolm Campbellôs challenge 

cup beating Southend Village in two but very strenuous pulls in the final. The other tug-of -war was 
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the catchweight interdivisional affair between Redhill and Reigate for Mr E L Pageôs cup, rivalry ran 

high between partisan supporters when each division had won a pull, but the decider went to Redhill.                                                                                                                                                               

The attendance was estimated at approximately 8,000, a record figure which resulted in a substantial 

benefit to the Reigate Borough Policeôs recently formed Widowsô and Orphansô fund. 

1937 August 27: Surrey Mirror : Reigate Borough Police ï Success at cricket this season. Under 

the able and genial captaincy of PC Dean and the valuable assistance in a secretarial capacity of PS 

Beedell the team has ñfrom strength to strength gone onò taking in its stride the coveted ñDeaconò 

and ñWatteeò trophies. The ñDeaconò cup is awarded to the most successful force out of Reigate, 

Windsor and Guildford Boroughs in a games contest which embraces shooting and swimming as well 

as cricket. The fortune of the contest, however hinged largely on the cricket teamôs performance and 

the team was not found wanting. In the final of the ñWatteeò trophy competition they defeated 

Guildford Police in an exciting match. Well done Reigate!  Only one match have they lost this season 

and that was against a strong side from the West Sussex Constabulary. Mr W H Beacher, the Chief 

Constable, commenting that it had been a very satisfactory season which reflects credit on all. 

1937 August 31: Mid Sussex Times: Hurstpierpoint Carnival-Tug-of-war tournament -In a first-

round tie Reigate Borough Police beat Brighton Borough Police by two straight pulls and in the 

second round Reigate beat Tamplinôs Brewery by two pulls to nil. The Royal Army Corps (Feltham) 

beat Reigate in the final, but Reigate put up a magnificent fight and in the first pull were at one time 

within a few inches of victory.  

1937 September 10:  Surrey Mirror : Cricket:  The Police lift another cup as ñSpecialsò fail to 

follow up a good start.  The cup presented by Mr G A Hodgkins of Wray Park Garages Reigate for 

the annual competition between Reigate Borough Police and the Special Constabulary, which was 

won last year by the Specials passed into the hands of the Regulars- also holders of the ñWattieò Cup 

at St Davidôs Ground last week. Batting first the Specials were given a useful start by H Dean (29) 

and H G Daniels (43) who made 72 before being separated. The remaining batsmen however could 

do nothing with the bowling of PC Gaze (5 for 26) and PC Dean 95 for 29). The whole side being out 

for 99. The Specials struck a good opening blow when they ran out PC Dean, usually a ñstarò 

performer before he could score., but all the remaining batsmen scored, eight of them reaching double 

figures contributing to a total of 204.  

1937 November: John Haigh - Acid Bath Murders  Haigh grew up in Yorkshire where he accrued 

several convictions for fraud although he was at time also a legitimate businessman. Haigh was to 

move to Guilford in 1937 posing as a solicitor with a reputable law firm overseeing the sale of 

discounted shares in a public company. He opened an office in Guildford, but his activities were 

exposed, and he was sentenced to four years in prison ñseven cases of obtaining bankerôs cheques by 

false pretences with twenty-two other similar offences taken into consideration.ò He was released 

into war-torn London where he received a further prison sentence for burglary during which he was 

to learn about acid and dissolving rodents. His fraudulent lifestyle developed to the point when he 

murders several victims finally filling a bath full of acid at a factory in Horsham to dispose of the 

bodies. In 1949 one of his victimôs coats was dropped off for dry cleaning at Cottage Cleaners in 
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Reigate High Street where Mabel Marriott the shop assistant was able to complete the evidence chain 

from a receipt held by Haigh to the cleaners where his victimôs coat was recovered. 260 

Haigh was executed on 9 August 1949 

 

1937 Reigate Borough Carnival ï note chevron on sleeve 

 

The man at the centre of this group is chief of the borough Special Constable, Captain C J 

Sutton. Picture probably dates from 1937 261 

 
 

260 Dark City - Crime in Wartime London 2010 Simon Read Ian Allen page 166 et seq 
261 Picture courtesy Dave Vigar 
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Captain Sutton Special Constabulary Medals 
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Above is a dinner card March 1937 for the annual Special Constabulary dinner at the Warwick Hotel, 

Redhill. In attendance was the Mayor of Reigate, Lt. Col. Dudley Lewis. Representing the Borough 

Special Police were Captain H.J. Sutton and Inspector M.R. Stacey. Present for the Regular Police 

were Inspector R.E. Neale and Chief Constable W. Beacher. Also present were Inspector R.E. Heeton, 

Inspector J.F.E. Goad and the Chief Constable of Surrey Major Nicholson. 262 

1937: There were 337 indictable offences for the year an increase of 106, 45.88% on the 231 for 

1936. This was a record year for crime. On shoplifter was arrested for numerous crimes. 263 

1937: The CID had the same staff as in 1921 when crime numbered 56 cases. The number of 

detectives has been increased have by one to complete the MO264 system and for the preparation of 

files. 265 

1937: The strength of the force was 50 with an average height of 6 feet, covering a population of 

34,547 

 
 

262 Card courtesy Dave Vigar a retired police officer 
263 1937Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/4 
264  Modus Operandi ï probably required a card index entry to be completed for future comparison 
265 1937Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/4 
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PC 21 Godsmark Reigate Borough Police 

 

Reigate Borough Police including PC Godsmark 
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25 August 1937 

1937: During the past year the Borough of Reigate has made great advancement in the National Air 

Raid Precautions Movement. 266 

 

Special Constabulary, probably from 1938 

 
 

266 1937Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/4 
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Above is a dinner card from March 1938 for the annual Special Constabulary dinner at the Lakers 

Hotel, Redhill. In attendance was the Mayor of Reigate, Alderman H.J. Hamblen, and Captain H, J. 

Sutton representing the Borough Special Police. Present for the Regular Police were Inspector H.B. 

Stacy and Chief Constable W. Beacher. Also present was Inspector J.F.E. Goad. 267 

 

1938 anti gas course included three Chief Constables of Reigate, Guildford and County taken 

at Woodbridge Road Police Station in Guildford 

1938 May 6: Surrey Mirror : Police art Physical training  ï The physical training squads of Reigate 

Borough Police have completed their annual fortnightly training under the Chief Constable and 

Divisional Inspectors at the grounds of the Reigate County School where they have been mustering 

before breakfast each morning. The competition for the ñFelixò and ñBeacherò trophies will be held 

at Whitsun. 

1938 June 24: Surrey Mirror : Police Cricket- In a ñDeaconò Cup match at Windsor on Wednesday 

Reigate Borough Police defeated Windsor Borough Police the scores being - Windsor 67 (PC Dean 

5-36, PC Nicholls 5-18), Reigate 83-3 declared (PC Dean 60 not out and PC Capelin 19 not out). 

1938 June 30: Western Morning News:  Tug-of-War:  Dorset Annual Police Sports ï Police 13 

stone competition open to all Police forces in the United Kingdom was won by Reigate Police who 

beat Dorchester Police. 

1938 July 8: Surrey Mirror : Police Success ï Competing in the 104 stone tug-of -war at the Dorset 

Police Sports at Dorchester last week, the Reigate Borough Police won the cup by defeating 

Aldershot, Poole, Monmouth and in the final Dorset.  

 
 

267 Card courtesy Dave Vigar a retired police officer 
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1838 July 1: Surrey Mirror : Reigate ï A coveted Trophy ï By beating Monmouthshire at Luton on 

Saturday, Reigate Borough Police won a much coveted tug-of-war trophy previously held by the 

defeated finalists. The competition was for police teams of 104 stone. 

1938 July 14: West Sussex Gazette: East Sussex Police Sports- Reigate Police lost the cup for the 

tug-of -war open to ñBò Division Metropolitan Police. 

1938 July 28: West Sussex Gazette: West Sussex Police Sports at Worthing- In the open tug-of-

war event open to all Police Forces in Great Britain, the holders Reigate Borough Police were out in 

the first round to the Aldershot Division of Hampshire Police. 

1938 July 28: West Sussex Gazette: Brighton Police Sports- Open tug-of -war. Reigate Borough 

Police beat Brighton Police by two pulls to nil and in the final met the London, Midland and Scottish 

Railway Service Police who they beat two pulls to nil, thus winning the ñIn Deo Fidemus Cupò and 

individual prizes. Their coach being Mr W H Beacher, the Chief Constable.  

1938 August 5: Surrey Mirror : Oxted Bank Holiday Sports- Unfortunately, Reigate Borough 

Police, who won the open tug-of -war last year arrived a man short and were unable to compete. 

However, in the tug-of -war local catchweight competition for the challenge cup Reigate Police beat 

Roosters in the final. 

1938 August 5: South Wales Gazette: Monmouthshire Police Sports- Open tug-of war final 

Monmouthshire Police beat Reigate Borough Police 2-1 

1938 August 5: Hendon and Finchley Times: Finchley Football Club Fete- The area in front of the 

stand was devoted to the sports, the tug-of -war competition being entered by 11 clubs including 10 

police teams. In a thrilling semi-final Reigate Police beat the powerful Chelsea Police team and went 

on to beat the London Brick Co in the final thus winning the Finchley Football Club Challenge cup 

for the first time.  

1938 August 12: Surrey Mirror : Police at tug-of-war - The Borough Police tug-of-war team report 

an exceptionally successful season. In thirteen competitions they were six times the winners and five 

times runners up. At Finchley recently they won a competition in which seventeen teams participated 

beating ñBò Division Metropolitan Police (runners up in the country police championships) in the 

final. Members of the team and the Chief Constable, their coach, are still looking forward to the 

championship of the police service for which they have, for some time, been aiming. 

1938 August 26: Surrey Mirror : Cricket:  The Police at Play ï Regular Police v Special Constables 

ï The Special Constables snatched a narrow victory from the Reigate Borough Police on Wednesday 

afternoon at St Davidôs Reigate. The ñSpecialsò had first knock and largely due to the batting of 

Messrs H F Dean and L W West who contributed 52 and 80 respectively put 201 runs on the board 

before the police succeeded in bringing about their dismissal. The Police started well, and chances of 

a victory seemed good when they passed the 100 mark with only one wicket down. However, such 
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was not to be and they were all out for 188, in spite of the efforts of PCôs Gaze (70), and Dean (32) 

and Sgt Beedell (30). 

1938 August 30: Mid Sussex Times: Hurstpierpoint Carnival-Tug -of -war tournament ï Six teams 

took part in the first round Reigate Borough police beat 3rd Battalion of the Royal Tank Corps ñAò 

by two straight pulls. Cranleigh British Legion had a terrific struggle with Reigate Borough Police in 

the semi-final but managed to come through two pulls to nil. 

1938 September 2: Surrey Mirror : Police Golfers Success - PC Atkinson of the Reigate Borough 

Force is to be congratulated on winning the South- Eastern Police Golfing Championship at Brighton. 

There were over 100 competitors. PC Atkinson received a silver cup presented by the Mayor of 

Brighton. 

1938: Crimes in the Borough 193. There was a detective sergeant and three detective constables 

supported by a junior civilian clerk. The chief constableôs report list a great deal of detail on the 

reported crime, most of it considered as routine for any town of the size of Reigate. 268 

1938 Annual report: Mr Beacher commented: ñThe national crisis of September 1938 involved the 

police in many important and grave public duties. We trust we shall never again be faced with such 

a grave issue.ò 269 

1939: Crimes 414 with 198 detected 47.82%, £2281 stolen and £990 recovered. The number of 

crimes increased over 1938 by 84 (330) a 25% increase. In 1938 47% were detected and in 1939 with 

more crime, 58%. The crimes included a car stolen and recovered in Oxford when a man was arrested; 

an arrest for housebreaking where the accused received three years at Borstal. There were several 

more cases of housebreaking due mainly to two local men who when taken before the court received 

sentences of 4 years and the other 21 months hard labour. Two meat porters evacuated to the meat 

market Wray Park Garages, were convicted of larceny from shops at night-time. They stole 74lbs of 

pork and sold it. A great deal of the reported crime that was detected was committed by juveniles. 270 

1939: The strength of the force which cost £18369 10s 3d going into the War was a chief constable, 

2 inspectors, 11 sergeants, and 47 constables; First Police Reserve seven, of whom six were retired 

Reigate Borough officers and one from East Sussex. There was a War Reserve of nine, one a special 

constable. The authorised establishment became a chief constable, chief inspector, two inspectors, 11 

sergeants and 45 constables. However, ordered to the Colours were Constables Williams, Crowhurst, 

Barker, Sweeney and Noon with Keen and Harris given permission by the Chief Constable to enlist. 

 
 

268 1938 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/4 
269 1938 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/4 
270 1939Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/4 



Robert Bartlett April 15, 2022, 938at938@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

151 

The Special Constabulary had a chief, 1 chief inspector, 5 inspectors, 21 sergeants and 125 constables. 
271 

1939: Ambulance calls 373 of which 228 were to accidents. 272 

 

Commendation PC Capelin 

 
 

271 1939Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/4 
272 1939Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/4 
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Chief Constable watches the 2nd Battalion: The Queens Royal (West Surrey) Regiment march 

through Reigate273 

 

Special Constable 186 William Flower Symonds 

William Flower Symonds: With the outbreak of the Second World War, Symonds was approaching 

50 years of age and was told that he was far too old to re-enlist in the Army on active service. Instead, 

Symonds joined the Reigate Borough Constabulary as a Special Constable, and served in that capacity 

throughout the war. Formerly in the army ï a Lieutenant in the Dorset Regiment - he was in the 

Mesopotamia theatre of war during World War One.   He was a member of the Reigate Special 

Constabulary during World War Two and lived in Reigate for many years. 274 

 
 

273 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
274 Photos courtesy Richard Symond and taken from Allen Mooreôs borough history site 
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William Flower Symonds, collar number SC186, pictured in 1940 Reigate275 

 

William Flower Symonds, collar number SC186, pictured in 1940276 

During World War Two police officers wearing helmets alongside the Redhill station's heavily 

sandbagged entrance. The car was equipped with a loudspeaker and was used to tour the area issuing 

information. This included the warning of impending air raids when the siren on the Co-op roof froze 

in winter. (Picture Alan Moore) 

 
 

275 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm 
276 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm 

http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm
http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm
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1939 June 3: Reading Mercury : Berkshire Police Sports-Tug-of -war (open) first round Reigate 

Borough Police beat Luton Borough Police by two pulls to nil and in the semi-final Metropolitan 

Police (the eventual winners) beat Reigate 2-0.  

1939 June 17: Surrey Advertiser: Surrey County Amateur Athletics Association meeting at Walton-

In the semi -final of the tug-of-war championship for the Innes challenge cup West Park Sports Club 

beat Reigate Borough Police two pulls to nil. 

1939 June 24: Surrey Advertiser: Police at Play- Guildford Borough Police beat Reigate Borough 

Police in a pleasant game of cricket at Merstham by nine runs, after declaring at 115 for five wickets. 

For Guildford A J Whyman took five wickets for 30 and J Pearce five for 42 runs.  

1939 June 30: Surrey Mirror : Reigate - His many friends and the local golfing fraternity will no 

doubt join in offering congratulations to P C Atkinson of the Reigate Borough Police Force who at 

Southport last week was runner up in the Golf Championship of the Police Athletic Association - an 

event open to entrants from all the Police Forces in the Kingdom. With their congratulations will go 

wishes that next year he may go one better and bag the championship. 

1939 July 6: West Sussex Gazette: Competitors from all over Britain took part in the National Police 

Athletic Championship meeting at Preston Park Brighton. In the tug-of -war catchweight competition 

Royal Ulster Constabulary (the holders) beat Reigate in the final 2-0. The Royal Ulster Constabulary 

also defeated them in the first round of the 104 stone competition. The Chief Constable of Reigate 

Borough Police, Mr W H Beacher was chief steward at this meeting. 

1939 July 8 Bexhill-on -Sea Observer: East Sussex Police Sports at Lewes. In the tug-of -war cup 

(Given by Messrs James Walker of East Grinstead) ñBò Division Metropolitan Police beat Reigate 

Police by two pulls to nil.  
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1939 July 20: West Sussex Gazette: West Sussex Constabulary Sports at Horsham- The 

Metropolitan Police retained their hold on the open tug-of -war but were given a hard fight in the 

final by Reigate Police, ably coached by their Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher, formerly 

Superintendent of Police of the Horsham Division. 

1939 July 21: Herford Mercury and Reformer : 21st July- Hertfordshire Police Annual Spots and 

Athletics Meeting at Hertford. In the final of the tug-of-war, open competition ñBò Division 

Metropolitan Police beat Reigate Borough Police. 

1939 August 11: South Wales Gazette: At the Monmouthshire Constabulary Annual Sports Reigate 

Borough Police were beaten in the final of the open tug-of-war competition by Monmouthshire 

Police by two straight pulls. Taunton and Swindon Police had to withdraw from the competition 

because H.M. Inspector of Police was carrying out an inspection in their divisions meaning that only, 

Monmouthshire, Reigate and Ebbw Vale Warblers took part. 

1939 August 11: Hendon and Finchley Times: Finchley Football Club Fete- Reigate Police who 

won the Finchley F.C. Challenge cup for tug-of -war cup last year were unable to send a team this 

time owing to A.R.P. and other duties claiming priority. 

1939 October 6: Surrey Mirror : Football - Army defeat Police at the Sports Ground- Army 8 Police 

0. A match played between an Army team and Reigate Police resulted in an overwhelming victory 

for the Army eleven. The game was played in the best of spirit and with no lack of energy. Though 

on the whole little skill was evident. Some of the Army players, especially the forwards were really 

versatile with the result the Police were outplayed, having only one scoring opportunity - a penalty 

kick which they failed to convert. 

1940 May Secretary for War, Anthony Eden, set up the Home Guard with radio broadcasts to the 

nation at 6pm and 9pm, although at this early stage it was known as the Local Volunteer Force (LDV), 

an unpaid body that was to be a uniformed part of the Armed Forces of the country. All a man had to 

do to join, as long as he was aged between 17 and 65, was to volunteer at his local police station. All 

Head Constables had been forewarned by telegram on the morning of the broadcast. The Government 

hoped for half a million men to answer the call but by the end of June had almost three times that 

figure nationally. Eight hundred registered in Redhill and Reigate within the first twenty-four hours 

and fifteen hundred within forty-eight hours. 277: 

Diary of Rev WAR Ball vicar of St Johns278  

1940 August 18 bomb Shaws Corner 

1940 21 September   bombs dropped Cronks Hill no casualties 

 
 

277 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/homeguard.htm 
278  http://www.stjohnsredhill.org.uk/pdfs/wardiary1940.pdf 

http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/homeguard.htm
http://www.stjohnsredhill.org.uk/pdfs/wardiary1940.pdf
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1940 5 September aerial torpedo Hawthorns grounds ï school damaged and closed the next 

day 

1940 27 September bombs dropped in Clarence Walk and Hardwick Road Meadvale no loss 

of life, but houses damaged and demolished 

1940 6 October 1940 ï machine gunning overhead and bombing ï time bomb dropped on 

Ridgeway Road and bombs in Garlands Road where houses were wrecked 

1940 8 October bombs dropped 2030 Upper Bridge Road, Hooley Lane, Victoria Road and 

Brook Street ï a few minor casualties but houses wrecked 

1940 17/18 October bombs dropped on Meadvale ï incendiary bombs in Meadvale Gardens 

and High explosive in the gardens of Rose Mount causing damage to the house. A further 

bomb landed in the garden of Sand Dene. A time bomb was dropped near High Trees Road 

wrecking the garden. People were evacuated. 

1940 20 October bombs dropped on Meadvale in a garden 

1940 22 October two bombs dropped on Emlyn Road at 0200 and four houses razed to the 

ground and two others uninhabitable ï 6 killed and 47 injured.  

1940 August: Shawôs Corner 1st or 2nd Sunday in August, approximately 1pm a bomb fell outside 

The Foresters Pub (now called The Hatch) possibly killing four men. A second bomb fell in St. Mary's 

Cemetery. Holmesdale Road Cottages which backed onto the Railway Line near Reigate Station were 

demolished during a night raid as was Mr Holmes, the vet's house in Warren Road. St. Albans Road 

cul-de-sac. A time bomb was dug up by the Royal Engineers. West Street near the junction with 

London Road a time bomb was removed by the Royal Engineers. 279 

St. Albans Road cul de sac - a time bomb was dug up by the Royal Engineers. 280  

1940 August 15: 125 bombs fell on the Borough of Reigate causing injury to three cyclists thrown 

from their machines by the blast. A German Dornier was shot down, the crew bailing out and the 

British aircraft undertaking a victory roll. The bombing left 18 craters and many houses damaged 

including Salford school.281  

1940 August 30: Shortly before noon a British aircraft collided with a Heinkel over Reigate, the 

RAF pilot landing by parachute in Dorking  breaking a leg the plane landing at Lodge Farm, South 

Holmwood and exploded. The Heinkel with a crew of five plummeted to the earth at Swires Farm, 

Capel; three were killed one badly wounded and the fifth captured. The captured aircrew was detained 

 
 

279 http://www.reigatehistory.co.uk/bombs.htm 
280 http://www.reigatehistory.co.uk/bombs.htm 
281 Surrey at War 1939- 1945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated 

http://www.reigatehistory.co.uk/bombs.htm
http://www.reigatehistory.co.uk/bombs.htm
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by the Teasdale brothers, local grocers, and handed to PC Cooper who was hurrying from his home 

to the scene of the crash.282 

1940 September 4: A British plane crashed at Banstead and the pilot a Canadian was killed283 

1940 October: A loan raider bombed Charlwood the Bakers at approximately 11.30am in October 

1940 or 41. Cliftonôs Lane, a bomb fell in the grounds of Fairhall a (large house).  

1940 October: Dorothy Fraser wrote on 25 September 2003284 In October 1940, I lived with my 

mother and one evacuee in a flat in a rather large house in Redhill, and as my sister's husband was 

away in the army, she came to stay with her daughter. One night my mother was doing her voluntary 

work at the services canteen, and we were in the house, when the dreaded sound of the siren went - 

we called it Big Bertha. An AckAck gun that was run on the railway lines (I believe between Salford 

and Horley) went into action when we heard this bomb whistling through the air and land just outside 

the house. I had gone downstairs to get the cat in and was blown down a few steps. My niece and the 

evacuee who shared a bedroom, managed to jump out of bed just as a large wardrobe fell across their 

beds. Fortunately, no one was hurt, but we had to leave the house straight away, never to return. We 

spent that night in a neighbour's house, and after that a very grand lady and her daughter took us in, 

until we found another flat. The bomb weighted over 500lbs - big for those days and it went down 

50ft and 22ft across. 

1941 October 3: Surrey Mirror : Football - Police and A.F.S. Reigate Borough Police (Regulars 

and Specials) played their first match of the season on Redhill Sports Ground against a team of local 

A.F.S. men who won by 3 goals to 2.  

1940 October 27: A 1000lb bomb fell on 16 Emlyn Road, Earlswood, Reigate demolishing 5 houses 

and damaging 110.  Six people were killed and 24 had to be rescued285 

1940 October 30: A Beaughfighter based at Redhill crashed near Balcombe Place and the crew of 

two killed.286 

1941 October 31: Surrey Mirror : Golf - Borough Police Sectionôs Auspicious Start- The Reigate 

Borough Police Golf Section made its debut on Thursday of last week when it played Tunbridge 

Wells Police on the Nevill Course, Tunbridge Wells. Four four-ball foursomes were played in the 

morning and afternoon and the net result was a win for Reigate by one match. 

 
 

282 Surrey at War 1939- 1945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated 
283 Surrey at War 1939- 1945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated 
284 http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/56/a1304056.shtml 
285 Surrey at War 1939- 1945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated 
286 Surrey at War 1939- 1945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/56/a1304056.shtml


Robert Bartlett April 15, 2022, 938at938@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

158 

1940 November: Reigate Hill - Barncote Hotel was hit by 1,000 lb bomb in November 1940 a bird 

sanctuary on Colley Hill was hit the same night. 

1940 November 7: A succession of raids on Reigate. On the 7th a 1000lb bomb exploded at the rear 

of Barncote a small hotel on Reigate Hill. Later the same evening a bomb fell inside the bird sanctuary 

on Colleyhill.287 

1940 November 8: 0230 a bomb made a direct hit on a house, Culvers, St Albans Road, Reigate. 

Two of the three occupants were trapped but were not seriously hurt.288 

1941: Merstham, Easter, Wells Nursery and South Merstham Church were destroyed during a night 

raid. Reigate Hill a bomb fell in allotments on the west side of Reigate Hill above Brokes Road during 

a night raid. Evesham Road, a small bomb fell on the junction between Evesham Road and West 

Street during a night raid. A large number of incendiary bombs fell in the Colley Lane area between 

the A25 and North Downs during the Blitz. An unexploded AA shell fell in the Market Square 

(outside Old Town Hall) killing Doug Jordan who was waiting for a bus by La Trobes shop during 

the evening.  

Reports of Air Raid Incidents - Reigate Borough 1941-1942 Reigate Borough 

Police289 

These reports handed to the author from a private collection in March 2012 are contained at the back 

of a bound volume headed ñHome Security Operations Bulletinsò which concentrates on weekly 

reports of air attacks on the UK. The documents are marked ñConfidentialò and were circulated to 

Air Raid Precautions Controllers and Chief Constables with the compliments of the Chief of the 

Operations Staff. 

The reports marked ñSecretò at the back of the volume were prepared by the Reigate Borough Police 

and start with ñAir Raid 55ò dated 13 January 1941 and shown as from the Chief Constableôs office. 

Each report is in a format which includes times of the air raid warnings, an account of the raid, damage 

to property including a very detailed sketch, road closures, casualties, incendiary bombs with damage 

caused and any special features of the raid including ñObjects dropped from the airò as directed by 

Home Office Circular F700/359/46 12.12.40 and situation report 218. Attached is a report listing 

damage to property ñconsequent upon air attackò from the Borough Surveyorôs Office, Town Hall, 

Reigate.  

The reports and detailed sketches were written up in about 48 hours of the event and it is quite 

remarkable the level of detail obtained and collated in such a short time. 

 
 

287 Surrey at War 1939- 1945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated 
288 Surrey at War 1939- 1945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated 
289 The volume was handed to the author in March 2012 by Ian Ewens  
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1941 11 January:  Air Raid no 55 290 

Air Raid Message Yellow received 1807 

Air Raid Message Purple received 1815 

Air Raid Message Red received 1818 

Bombs fell at Brighton Road Earlswood 2003 

Incendiary bombs fell at Gatton 2033 

Air Raid Message White received 2147 

 
 

290 Reports of Air Raid Incidents - Reigate Borough 1941-1942 Reigate Borough Police 
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At 2003 on Saturday 11 January 1941 26 HE bombs of small calibre were dropped in a line across 

Earlswood Common commencing at a point on the railway embankment ï London to Brighton main 

line ï opposite the Corporation Disposal Works and ending at a point about 25 yards southwest of 

the Surrey County Hospital. Six of these are UXBs one of which fell in the main London to Brighton 

Road.  

Water and gas mains damaged, slight damage to iron fence of Corporation Disposal Works 

The main Brighton Road (A23) was damaged by HEs and there is one UXB. Traffic diversion was 

necessary at Salfords School Road junction for north bound traffic, but road stopped and barriers 

erected at junction of Irrigation Road with main Brighton Road. At the northern end of the closed 

section traffic is diverted via Church Road (St Johns) and Pendleton Road. Road barriers are erected 

at this intersection. 

There were no casualties. 

 

2033: A large number of IBs291 probably 200 were dropped on Upper Gatton, Reigate over a large 

area stretching from south of Tower Cottage, a portion of Chalmers Lane, over Crossways Farm to 

the borough boundary at Chipstead.  

 
 

291 Incendiary bombs 



Robert Bartlett April 15, 2022, 938at938@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

162 

Damage was caused to a rearing house and hen coops at Henshaw Road, Upper Gatton. An IB went 

through Old Laundry, Upper Gatton, roof, rafters, ceiling and furniture burnt. Potting shed also 

damaged.  

Speedy action by the Fire Brigade and all voluntary personnel as well as military units were the means 

of extinguishing all fires caused by IBs and this incident was closed within half an hour of the first 

report. No casualties were caused by the IBs.  

Objects dropped from the air: Apparatus as described in the Home Office letter has been found in this 

Borough but without bombs or cable attached. Three complete unitshave been deposited at Reigate 

and Redhill Police Stations. At the time of this report Admiralty representative has attended at Police 

HQ and examined the apparatus. 

W. H. Beacher Chief Constable and ARP Officer, Reigate Borough 

1941 19 January:  Air Raid No 56 Sunday292  

Air Raid Message Yellow Received 1904 

Air Raid Message Purple Received 1910   

Air Raid Message Red Received 1923   

Bombs fell at 1928 

Air Raid Message White Received 0020 (20th) 

Two HE293  bombs of heavy calibre fell a few minutes after the ñAlertò had been given for the 

second time on the evening of Sunday 19 January 1941. Both exploded in a field at Hartswood Manor 

some 300/250 yards northeast of the manor. It is though that these bombs were dropped by a solitary 

raider which was being harassed by night fighters as machine gun fire was heard; craters 40ft x 8 ft 

deep. No damage and no casualties. 

The central siren at Redhill failed to operate owing to weather conditions. Police car immediately 

took up position and sounded car siren as substitute. Adjustments were made to the air raid warning 

siren, and it was again in operation to sound ñRaiders Passedò at 0020 on the 20th. 

 

 
 

292 Reports of Air Raid Incidents - Reigate Borough 1941-1942 Reigate Borough Police 
293 High explosive 
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W. H. Beacher Chief Constable and ARP Officer, Reigate Borough 

 

1941 3 February:  Air Raid No 57 Monday294 

Air Raid Message Yellow Received 1123 

Bombs fell at 1125 

Air Raid Message White Received 1242 

No air raid warning Red was received before the raid consequently sirens not sounded. Many people 

hear the plane and thought it was one of ours, only those in receipt of air raid message Yellow were 

aware that enemy aircraft were in the vicinity 

At 1125 on Monday 3 February 1941 a solitary plane was heard to pass over Reigate from North 

east to the South West and two HEs were dropped 

In field NW of Fairhall House ï 250 kilo no casualties 

Colley Lane 100 yards south of Railway Bridge. Gas main fractured and slight damage to electrical 

sub-station. Damage to property occupied by military. 

 
 

294 Reports of Air Raid Incidents - Reigate Borough 1941-1942 Reigate Borough Police 
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One fatal casualty John M Rofe aged 11, evacuated St Dunstan school boy temporary address 9, The 

Clears, Reigate  

Four injured: 

Miss Vera Keener 36 years Park House Cottage, Park Lane east, Reigate cuts to the knee 

Stanley A Purkess 41 years 36 Heston Road, Heston Middlesex cuts on the head 

Pioneer John Turner 28 years at Pioneer Corps, manor House, Reigate badly cut head 

Pioneer Cecil Field same address 30 years slight cuts on head. 

There was damage to property, window frames, and doors etc but not structural from a direct hit. 

Black Horse Lane ï Fairhall, fairhall Garage, The Cottage, Pine End, Cliftons Lane, Colley Corner, 

Vinery, Colley Manor Coppice Lane, Manor House 

W. H. Beacher Chief Constable and ARP Officer, Reigate Borough 

1941 February 4 Air Raid No 58 Redhill/Merstham295 

Air Raid Message Purple Received 0421  

Bombs fell at 0430 

Air Raid Message White Received 0449 

No air raid warning Red was received before the raid consequently sirens not sounded. 

 
 

295 Reports of Air Raid Incidents - Reigate Borough 1941-1942 Reigate Borough Police 
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At about 0430 incendiary bombs fell in the Borough: 

 1 at the rear of Cashell, London Road, Redhill 

 1 at Gatton Point Cottage, Redhill 

 1 at The Copse, Mark Edge, Merstham 

With the possibility of further IBs having fallen at Merstham; all were extinguished, and no damage 

caused 

A total of one house had to be evacuated, 22 slightly damaged and 27 with broken windows only. 

Four other buildings damaged 

W. H. Beacher Chief Constable and ARP Officer, Reigate Borough 

There is NO number 59 incident (reported at the top of report 60)296 

1941 March: A parachute bomb destroyed All Saints' Church in Merstham in March 1941. 10 people 

living between Battlebridge Lane and Nutfield Road were killed and over 12 were injured. 297  

1941 16 April:  Air Raid No 60 298  

Air Raid Message Yellow Received 1257 

Air Raid Message Purple Received 2100   

Air Raid Message Red Received 2106   

Bombs fell at 2202 

Air Raid Message White Received 0459 

At 2202 on the 16 April 1941 after having dropped a line of flares close to the north of Merstham 

boundary of Reigate Borough 2 HE bombs of 500lbs calibre were dropped and exploded 

At Wells Nursery at a point 100 yards west of the main ñslowò London/Brighton railway line about 

5/8 mile southwest of Merstham railway station 

At a point 150 yards due west of No 1 bomb (also in the nursery) 

Casualties ï injured:  

 
 

296 Reports of Air Raid Incidents - Reigate Borough 1941-1942 Reigate Borough Police 
297  http://www.reigatehistory.co.uk/bombs.htm 
298 Reports of Air Raid Incidents - Reigate Borough 1941-1942 Reigate Borough Police 
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Mr Steadman shock, The Cottage, Wells Nursery, Merstham 

Mrs Steadman slight cut on hand and shock ï same address 

Mr Waghorne, 2 cuts on head and shock, Old Merstham Station House, Battlebridge Lane 

Miss Ruby Waghorne, cut on head and shock ï same address as 3 

Miss Constance Hutchings ï shrapnel in leg, 50 Nutfield Road, Merstham ï detained in E S 

Hospital 

 

Severe damage: The Cottage, Wells Nursery, Merstham; Old Merstham Station House, Battlebridge 

Lane, Merstham 

Badly damaged: The Police Houses (2) London Road, South Merstham 

Slightly damaged: Battlebridge Lane: Hollybank, Mazoe, Shrewsbury House, Shellwood, 

Springbank, Battlebridge House, and Hazleton 

Devon Road: Coombe Lawn, Denray, Elmdene, Harwell, and St Cyr   

South Garden Close: Comberton 

London Road South: Oak Tree Cottage, Ardene, Waveney, En-ephers (sic), Athalmere, Laleham 

and Maytrees 

The Crossways: Oakwood, Lynton, Royston, Burwood, Bankside, Woodford House, Kingston, 

Holmlyn, Raymond, Willowbank, Rockwood, Sunneybank, Galloway, Genister, Brentfield, 

Langham, Dorern, East View, Maisonette, Wander, Bagshot, Marylee, Kia Ora, Mowbray, The 

Corner, Birkenhead, Harcourt, Waverley, Mr Sargeantôs Garage (spraying shed) 

Nutfield Road: Shops: F Lilley, J Mitchell, The Bob Bon, JE Jones, Warr and Sons, Mildred House 

(2), H Chopping, Mainwood, Houses Rutland, Kerry, Ingleside numbers 53, 51,49,47,45.  

Other houses in South Merstham: Glass damage only including Police Sergeant FW Stonemanôs 

house, 18 Manor Road. 
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High Street Merstham: Shops: Uridges, Underwoods, Barwells, Clarkeôs, The Electricity Shop 

Damage to Police Houses (in detail):  

PC Erwinôs house, London Road, Merstham- tiles off roof, back door off, inside door off, floorboards 

in kitchenette raised, ceiling down in scullery and windows broken 

PC Godsmarkôs house London Road, Merstham (next door) tiles off, walls damaged, doors off and 

windows broken 

Sergeant Stonemanôs house 18, Manor Road, - windows broken and some internal damage of a minor 

nature.  

Damage to Wells Nursery and ARP Wardenôs Post: 

Four acres of glass greenhouses and garden lights destroyed. The offices which included the ARP 

Wardenôs Post were badly damaged and the car of Chief ARP Warden Mr T Hamer destroyed by 

(almost) a direct hit. One other car slightly damaged.  

Evacuation: All dis-housed persons accommodated at other houses nearby including police officers.  

Special Note: Police and wardens message scheme brought into operation 

Total damage: Two houses to be demolished, three seriously damaged but can be repaired, 103 

slightly damaged, 112 with broken windows only. Three business premises one seriously damaged 

and two with windows broken, and four public buildings with windows broken 

W. H. Beacher Chief Constable and ARP Officer, Reigate Borough 

1941 Saturday 19 April: Air Raid No 61  299 

Air Raid Message Yellow Received 2109 

Air Raid Message Purple Received 2111   

Air Raid Message Red Received 2145 

Bombs fell at 2218 

Air Raid Message White Received 0445 

1941 April 19: Reigate worst night of the War when two parachute or land mines, were dropped at 

Merstham, one on Wells Nursery that failed to explode and the next morning was rendered harmless 

by the Admiralty Mine Squad. The second buried itself some 12 feet to the west of Battlebridge Lane 
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and Nutfield Road exploding with such a devastating effect that ten people were killed and more than 

a dozen injured with 300 buildings destroyed.300 

At 2218 two parachute mines of the largest type were dropped on Merstham one of which failed to 

explode 

Fell on waste ground 15 yards from the junction of Battlebridge Lane/Nutfield Road/ Southcote Road. 

On descent the mine was ripped from the parachute which became entangled in the branches of a tree 

thus when the mine made contact with the earth it penetrated some 12 feet before exploding, Crater 

15 feet by 12 feet deep. Water main burst in crater. 

Also fell in open ground at Wells Nursery approximately ¼ of a mile from No 1 and in a direct line 

ï west/NW. Between the two parachute mines was the London to Brighton main line railway. This 

mine failed to explode; 3 feet 9 inches of the mine was buried in soft soil ï the parachute was intact. 

 

Number 1 parachute mine was seen to descend by a War Reserve Police Officer who observed the 

parachute entangle itself in the branches of a tree. The effect of the explosion was to cause 

considerable damage to house property over a large area but no property was actually demolished. 

Five of the seven people who lost their lives were waiting at a bus stop for a bus due at 2200. All five 

were found near the crater. A sixth person was killed driving a car which came to rest about 8 feet 

from the edge of the crater although the car was not completely destroyed. 

 

 
 

300 Surrey at War 1939- 1945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated 
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Deceased: 

Corke William H, 46, Brook Road, S Merstham 

Findlay Tony 104 Nutfield Road, S Merstham 

Shepherd Wm. S Culverlands, Devon Road, S Merstham 

Trussler Hannah 4 The Pavement, S Merstham 

Baker Sarah All Saints Vicarage, S Merstham 

Trussler Brian 4 The Pavement, S Merstham 

Haigh Lance Corporal C. Royal Corps of Signals 

Supplementary Report dated 24 April 1941:  

Kemp Albert Horace CQMS aged 45 8th brigade AA HQ Signals at home on leave 

Kemp Mrs Cecillia Florence age 42 4, The Pavement, S Merstham 

Kemp Billy Arthur Stevens age 10 The Pavement, S Merstham 

Supplementary Report dated 24 April: The Kemp family was believed to have perished in the 

incident from the articles of clothing found in the vicinity of the mine crater. It is understood that the 

family were in the habit of going to the public air raid shelter at Battlebridge, Merstham but usually 

went when the raid appeared to be noisy and not before the siren went. They accompanied the Trussler 

family on previous occasions and it is now thought that the Trusslers and Kemps were together going 

to the shelter when the parachute mine exploded.  
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The deceased Tony Findlay was a Wardenôs Messenger, and it is assumed that he was on his way to 

the Wardenôs Post to report for duty when he met his death. 

Treated at East Surrey Hospital: 

Trussler Flight Sergeant 4 The Pavement, S Merstham 

Baker Henry Grant, The Vicarage, S Merstham 

Baker Elizabeth, The Vicarage, S Merstham 

Bentley Rose 73 Nutfield Road, S Merstham 

Elliott Emilie The Vicarage, S Merstham 

Hart William 4 Manor Road, S Merstham 

Worsfold Mary Ann, Sheila Battlebridge Lane, S Merstham 

Treated at First Aid Post: 

Bentley Percy Henry 72 Nutfield Road, S Merstham 

Booker Alfred, 5 Manor Road, S Merstham 

Brocklebank Audrey, Ivor House, S Merstham 

Dench Donald Cecil, The Rest, Brook Road, S Merstham 

Gumbrell Special Constable, 127 Albert Road, S Merstham 

Martin Douglas, 5 Manor Road, S Merstham 

Martin John, 5 Manor Road, S Merstham 

Martin Donald, 38 Brook Road, S Merstham 

Pocock Ruth, Ivor House, S Merstham 

Shrubb Irene 75 Nutfield Road, S Merstham 

Southwood Arthur Leonard, Lynwood Blaclborough Road, Reigate 

Willoughby Albert William 205, Albury Road, S Merstham 

There were several others not named 

War Reserve Dury Reigate Borough Police is worthy of mention for the number of casualties 

(minor) he cared for rendering First Aid. 
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Police Casualties: No police officer sustained injury with the exception of Special Constable 

Gumbrell (shown above) who suffered a cut over the eye, but after attention was able to continue 

duty. 

Damage to property:  

Serious damage: properties in Nutfield Road, Southcote Road, Battlebridge Lane, The Crossways, 

Deon Road, Deans Road. 

Supplementary Report dated 24 April: All Saints Church is not repairable until after the war. One 

house is now reported as completely demolished, four houses beyond repair and to be demolished. 

Three hundred including twenty shop premises seriously damaged but can be repaired during the war. 

Slight damage: Properties in Endsleigh Road, Albert Road, Albury Road, Manor Road, Bletchingly 

Road, Brook Road, School Hill, High Street, Milton Road, Orpen Road, Ford Bridge and Bourne 

Road. 

Police Property: There was damage to the houses of four police officers, but no house was seriously 

damaged, and all should be repairable within a few days. 

Dis-housed Person: At the time of the report the work of evacuation is still in operation. The 

approximate figure is given of 250 persons; 40 persons were evacuated in connection with the 

unexploded mine but are all now returned to their homes. 

The Unexploded Parachute Mine: The parachute mine which failed to explode was discovered at 

0600 on the 20th. Evacuation was carried out in accordance with the Home Office Circular 700359/51. 

Traffic on the main A23 was diverted in the south via the B2035, The A25 also diverted in two ways 

according to the local and main road requirements. 

A circular was issued on traffic diversion stops and alternate routes. 

Railway Company was informed that all traffic on main London/Brighton line should be suspended 

but although loop line was stopped traffic continued on main line which was within the specified area. 

HM Admiralty Mine Squad reported at 100 hours and by 1150 hours had rendered the unexploded 

mine harmless; all traffic was resumed to normal, road diversions withdrawn and temporary 

evacuated persons allowed to return home. 

Military Aid was rendered throughout by a Canadian Unit in the district. Fifteen minutes after the 

explosion an officer of the unit volunteered his services with 15 men. This squad under the leadership 

of Mr Wickens Foreman Builder of Albert Road, Merstham rendered invaluable service in search and 

rescue work.   

Feature of the raid: During the time of the raid several complaints were received that railway engines 

were passing with fireboxes not properly screened. A train had passed through just two minutes before 

the parachute mines fell; this also occurred in the previous raid (Wednesday 16th instant) when HE 
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bombs fell immediately after a train passed. It will be noted that two parachute mines fell on ground 

either side of the line which to some extent substantiates the theory that the attack was directed on 

the railway. 

Special mention is made of the services of the Merstham Wardens who visited houses in the vicinity 

of the incident especially the property which had been seriously damaged and ascertained the position 

rendering First Aid where necessary to several minor casualties. It can be recorded that the wardens 

acted in a most reliable manner and were the means of restoring calm and rendering immediate help 

on a wide scale. They were indeed an example of a large voluntary body working as an efficient 

machine and all this under the most difficult conditions. 

The Fire Brigade were in attendance and although no fires were caused, they rendered great assistance 

to the Incident officer in the search of property etc. 

The Stretcher Party under Mr Hatto carried out their duties with efficiency under arduous conditions 

Rescue Party Squads were also faced with a difficult task which they overcame in their enthusiasm 

for hard work. 

Gas Co arrived early and under the leadership of Mr Reeves completed their repairs in record time. 

Water Co was also early on the spot, but their greatest task was on the following morning where they 

repaired a main at the crater of parachute mine 1. 

Special Note: On future occasions Services are reminded to park their vehicles without headlamps 

alight only small side lights and tail lamps should be left switched on. Despite difficult working 

conditions lamps should be kept masked by Search parties and the like. 

At roadblocks Services going to the incident must take the route given by the officer blocking the 

road or by the Warden should he be in charge at the ñblockò. There was an instance where a ñServiceò 

took no notice of the warden on duty at the Frenches Road, block and this caused congestion and 

delay. 

Account of the raid on Upper Gatton: At 2222 Saturday 19 April 1941 a large number, probably 

300incendiary bombs fell in a line from Colley Hill, Reigate 

At about the same time 2 HEs fell about 10 yards apart in a field at Crossways Farm, Upper Gatton, 

Reigate, about 40 yards south of Blackhorse Lane and about 500 yards from Crossways Farm (in a 

westerly direction) with no damage, no casualties no cattle injured. 

There were 5 direct hits by IBs on dwelling houses and fires broke out which were quickly 

extinguished by the Fire Brigade, soldiers and residents. Some of the IBs that fell in the district were 

of the explosive type. 
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Property damaged:  

Cliftonôs Lane: Cliftonôs Cottage a hole in the roof, burnt landing; Colley Orchard burnt bedroom 

floor; Colley Corner Cottage burnt landing; Colley Corner IB lodged in roof. 

Colley Manor Estate: High Rising burn hole in bedroom floor; Fair Ways through roof of garage, 

damaged hood of car; UX IB at Normanton Garage. 

Casualty: Private Calbury Hastings of the Prince Albert Regiment after an IB burst in his hand 

sustaining a cut finger. First aid rendered on the spot 

Anti -Aircraft  Shells (Reigate and Redhill) During the above raid reports were received that two 

ant-aircraft shells had fallen one at Micklefield School, Somers Road, Reigate and the other at Grove 

Road, Redhill 

The AA shell was successfully removed from Micklefield School by police and brought to Reigate 

Police Station. There was some damage to the roof where the shell entered. 

The UX AA shell at Grove Road, Redhill pierced a gas main and caused a small fire which was 

quickly extinguished. Gas Co attended immediately and repaired the main. No person injured. 

Supplementary Report dated 24 April: Report on the UX (Unexploded) AA (anti-aircraft) shell 

Information to hand that a UX AA shell fell on the night 20 April at rear of rockery ï 50 feet in fields 

from fence, Gatton Hall, Gatton, Reigate. Hole diameter seven inches by 8 feet deep. 

W. H. Beacher Chief Constable and ARP Officer, Reigate Borough 

In a separate sheet dated 20th April  1941 and signed by HG Ash, Chief Inspector are details of the 

road diversions as a result of the parachute bomb 

A further attachment signed by Mr Davies Town Clerk, Information Bureau, Town Hall, Reigate 20 

April sets out a full casualty list including three unidentified bodies, females aged about 40 and 90 

years and a boy of about 14. Their bodies were in the mortuary at 96, Cromwell Road, Redhill 

The Borough Surveyorôs report on the 19th April raid in the South Merstham area lists: 4 houses 

requiring demolition; 18 seriously damaged but capable of repair; 50 houses to be evacuated; 386 

slightly damaged; 37 with just broken windows. Four business premises were also damaged as were 

3 public buildings and 4 other buildings. 

2012 April from Chris Atkins  ï a retired police officer: I recall the two parachute mines in South 

Merstham very well.  The destruction over a wide area was enormous, as was the crater, and the 

church opposite went. The loss of life, in a village, was deeply felt.  The unexploded one in a nearby 

market garden (Wells) far from being sealed off, was visited by every schoolchild in the area and it 

looked like a torpedo stuck in the ground. 
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Merstham saw activity later in the war too.  A string of HE bombs went across the area and fortunately 

landed on fields and missed the houses in between.  At the latter end of the war two VE2's dropped 

in the parish, one harmlessly in woods near the village church, the other a direct hit on a large house 

resulting in deaths. 

Brenda Howlett-Nye 

Daughter of Inspector Howlett Reigate Borough Police 

Published on 31st May 2016301 This is an edited version 

I was born in 1933 in Reigate. My mum was a dressmaker and my father a police constable in the 

Reigate Borough Police, although he was a proud son of St Andrewôs, Scotland. My mother was one 

of eight children and my father one of ten, so we were very family orientated.  

When World War Two broke out, my father was commissioned to form an auxiliary ambulance 

service for Reigate and Redhill, known as Air Raid Precautions (ARP). He converted several cars, 

including Bentleys, into ambulances. I recall witnessing an enemy bomber attacked by our fighter 

planes and seeing a plume of black smoke billowing out from the tail of the bomber as it spiralled out 

of control.   

During the Blitz, the sky in and around London was lit up by an ominous red glow. It was then that 

my father decided that my mother, sister and I should evacuate to Scotland to stay with his relations. 

My mother told me that Hitler liked Scottish people, so I thought we would be okay. The Flying 

Scotsman took us up there and when it was time to come home, we went potato picking to earn our 

fare. It was hard work in the cold and wet! 

In 1943, doodlebugs began to plague the south of England. One flew low overhead as we scrambled 

into the damp air raid shelter at St Johnôs School in Redhill! So, I was evacuated again with my sister, 

to Bridgend, Wales. When we arrived, we all needed accommodation, so the children were sort of 

auctioned off. It was like Redhill cattle market. All  the boys were chosen first, as they could work on 

farms, and we were almost the last. We were taken in by an elderly lady with a heart of gold, who 

lived in an old mining cottage.  

1941 September 12: Surrey Mirror: South Park War Weapons Week from September 7th to 13th 

included on Tuesday 9th a    games tournament at the Freshfield Hall between Reigate Borough Police 

and the Constitutional Club. In the darts final Private A. MacLean beat PC Saunders and SC A.A. 

Brand after a closely contested match. At snooker the police were victorious through PC Gosmark 

who scored 15 and PC Jenkins who secured the consolation prize with 13. At table tennis Mr L W 

 
 

301 Finding Me (Common Sense and a Little Ingenuity Prevails) by Brenda Howlett-Nye is available to buy through York 

Publishing Services www.yps-publishing.co.uk 
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Pool beat SC B D Humer. War savings certificates were presented for the darts championship and 

saving stamps for the snooker and table tennis. 

1941 September 26: Surrey Mirror: Water Polo at Caterham ï A very enjoyable water-polo match 

was played at Caterham between Reigate Borough and Special Police and a Guards team resulting in 

a win for the latter 6-1. 

1941 November 21: Surrey Mirror : Golf Reigate Borough Police Golfing Society. Members of the 

Reigate Borough Police - Regulars and Specials- took part in a stroke competition at Redhill and 

Reigate Golf Club. A silver spoon was presented by S-Sgt Waley and the winner was PC Atkinson 

with a net score of 74. W R Luff, Woods and S -Con Wickens each tied with a score of 77 nett for 

second place. 

1941 November 22: Surrey Advertiser: Golf: The Farnham Divisional Golf team which included 

three professionals and was captained by PS Low of Bagshot defeated Reigate Borough Police by 

seven matches to three with two halved. 

1941 December 12: Worthing Herald : Golf Police Match- West Sussex Police shared four fourball 

foursomes with Reigate Police in a match at the Hill Barn Club. 

1942 January 30: Surrey Mirror: 100,994 Hours Work without Pay: Special Constables in the 

Borough of Reigate put in 100,994 hours of duty during 1991 equivalent to over thirty yearsô work 

on an eight-hour day basis, those at Reigate doing 53,735 hours and at Redhill 47,259 hours. In 

addition, the police bicycle messengers who have been under the charge of Chief Special Constable 

Capt. CJ Sutton, have done 6541 hours of duty 2316 at Reigate and 4225 at Redhill. The strength of 

the force is over 150 despite the fact that 14 members joined HM Forces and four were transferred 

for full-time duty with the Police War Reserve. Reigateôs total was made up of 38,447 foot section, 

11,607 mobile section, 3681 by motor-cyclists. At Redhill the foot section did 42,996 hours and 

mobile 4,293. The so called ñfoot sloggersò duties are from 7pm until 11 in all areas and at police 

action posts two are on duty from 11p, until 6 am daily. All ranks assist in the night duty. Practically 

all are equipped with complete uniform, tunic, trousers, Macintosh and cap and by the end of the 

month overcoats.  

Throughout the ñblitzò period. The average number of specials on duty at any one time was 38. 

Member gave evidence in 46 cases before the magistrates.  

Motorcyclists are on duty every evening as are messengers. These are lads aged 15-18 with all 

expected to turn out in the event of an air raid. They meet once a month for gymnasium and another 

evening attend practical lectures and exercises, first aid, telephonic communication, ARP and Fire 

Services, map reading, stirrup pump, drill and fifth column activities.  

1942 March 6: Surrey Mirror : Reigate and Redhill - Warship Week- The Borough Police - An 

active part in the Week has been played by the Reigate Borough Police among the events organised 

by the Force being a Sunday Concert, football match, boxing display and whist drive. In all £500 
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has been raised for the Warship Week Fund, in connection with which splendid result 

acknowledgement ids made of the co-operation of the Army and Metropolitan Police. 

1942 May 22: Surrey Mirror :  Reigate Borough Police Drill Efficiency  Awards- Regulars of 

Reigate Borough Police Force have been holding their annual drill and physical training course during 

the past fortnight under the direction of Inspector Stoneman. Two trophies were offered, one for the 

best drilled division and the other for the best individual officer. The former was won by Reigate 

Division and there was a tie for the second trophy, which will be held for six months each by PC F 

Walker and D C J R Bowles. A special commendation in the individual class went to PC S W Johnson. 

The Borough Special Constabulary have now commenced their period of physical training under 

the direction of Inspector Stoneman. 

1942 May 29: Surrey Mirror : Gratitude to Russia Week - Tug-of -war competition. The Reigate 

Borough Police emerged triumphant, beating Merstham British Legion by two straight pulls in the 

final after having previously disposed of two Army teams,  Signals and Service Corps.  

1942 June 11: Supplement to the London Gazette: Kings Police Medal for Distinguished Service 

William Henry Beacher, Chief Constable of Reigate Borough Police Force. 

1942 June 19: Surrey Mirror : Golf Result - Redhill and Reigate Artisans 4 - Borough Police 

1942 September 11: Surrey Mirror : Golf - A very pleasant match was played at Tandridge Golf 

Club between Reigate Borough Police golfing Society and ñBò Company (plus the Battalion 

Commander), 8th Surrey (Reigate) Battalion Home Guard and was won by the Police. 

1942 September 25: Surrey Mirror : Redhill Gala, organized as a part of the ñTanks for Attackò 

Campaign included a quite thrilling tug-of-war between teams representing the Reigate Borough 

Police and The Royall Air Force. They were astonishingly well matched and although the first two 

tugs went in favour of the policemen, they had to pull their hardest each time. 

1942 October 9: Surrey Mirror : Merstham The village club entertained members of the Reigate 

Borough Police Force (Regulars, Auxiliaries and Special Constables) in a sports contest. The club 

won the snooker contests and the cribbage. The singles and pairs darts competitions resulted in a 

draw and an eight -a -side darts match resulted in a win for the Police 2-1. 

1942 December 16: Reigate Focke-Wolfe machine-gunned a train as it entered Reigate Station. 

Bullets bounced off the roofs in High Street, West Street, Broadhurst Gardens and South Park. A bus 

was fired on as it along the Hookwood Road from Horley. 302 

1942 December 16 Air Raid No 62 303  

 
 

302 Surrey at War 1939- 1945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated 
303 Reports of Air Raid Incidents - Reigate Borough 1941-1942 Reigate Borough Police 
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Air Raid Message Red received 1359   

Enemy action over Borough 1405 

Air Raid Message White received 1432 

At 1405 on Wednesday 16 December 1942 aerial cannon fire was heard over the Southern railway 

line Guildford to Redhill, approximately 200 yards west of Reigate railway station. A train was 

passing at the time. This plane was of the fighter type and believed to be a Focker Wulf then turned 

south and passed over Reigate town centre damaging a large number of houses on route with canon 

fire. An LPTB omnibus travelling towards Reigate from Horley was fired upon when about half a 

mile south of the town. No damage was caused to the bus or injury to passengers.  

There were no casualties but 18 premises including St Lukeôs Church, Red Cross Hotel and South 

Park School were damaged. 

W. H. Beacher Chief Constable and ARP Officer, Reigate Borough 

1943 17/18 January December Air Raid No 63304 

Air Raid Message Red received 2017 17 January 1943 

Air Raid Message White received 2206 

Air Raid Message Red received 0440 18 January 1943 

Air Raid Message White received 0555 

Within a few minutes of the siren sounding enemy planes were heard passing over the Borough and 

AA fire could be heard to the north and to the east. 

Incident 1: 

At 2045 an AA shell fell and exploded in Church Street, Reigate outside Mr Heckôs premises and 

caused a small crater in the roadway about 50 yards from the Market Square. Inspector Atkins took 

over Incident Control, Incident Post, Old Town Hall.  

Casualties: Deceased: 

Jordan Douglas Harold 25 Crescent Road, S Park, Reigate 

Injured and detained in hospital: 

Beech Edmund, 43 Rookery way, Lower Kingswood 

 
 

304 Reports of Air Raid Incidents - Reigate Borough 1941-1942 Reigate Borough Police 
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Jenkins Douglas Harry, 30 Sandcross Lane, Reigate 

Skinner Patrick, Appledor Mogador Road, Lr Kingswood 

Taylor Mrs Lilian Maud, 90 Earlsbrook Road, Redhill  

Treated in hospital but not detained: 

Felgate Edna, 8 Apley Road, S Park, Reigate 

These casualties were caused at approximately 50 yards from the point of impact and were waiting 

in and near a bus queue 

 

Damage although of a superficial nature was extensive and mostly glass confined mostly to shops in 

Church Street and High Street, Reigate 

Incident No 2:  AA shell exploded 

At 2103 a report was received that east Fort Cottage, Colley Hill  was on fire, Sergeant Brownlow 

was the incident officer and ascertained that the shell had penetrated the roof and exploded inside the 

cottage. No casualties. The occupant Mrs Florence Townshend evacuated herself to Rock Farm, 

Reigate Hill. 

Incident No 3: AA Shell exploded 

At 2215 it was reported that Laglands Farm Cottages had been damaged by an AA shell. Extensive 

damage was done to the chimney stack and several roofs. No casualties. No necessity to evacuate 

occupants. 
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Incident No 4 AA shells exploded and unexploded 

At 0847 on the 18th an AA shell was found to have exploded in the lawn of Wray Park,  Alma Road, 

Reigate. A further 2 AA shells (UX) were found in other parts of the grounds at this address. The 

presence of UX shells has been reported to the Report Centre. No casualties and no evacuation 

necessary. 

W. H. Beacher Chief Constable and ARP Officer, Reigate Borough 

1943 January 28: Chief Constable Beacher remained in the post until the Borough force was 

merged into a new Surrey force during WW2 when he became Superintendent of the Reigate 

Division.  On this date Guildford Borough Police were also incorporated.305 

Jimmy Bridger PAMS 306 

Jimmy Bridger Ted Ayres, local policeman, had two bombs in his place at Warren Road, Reigate, 

one that exploded and one that didn't. Ted was a police Inspector and when he retired became a runner 

for a solicitor, Pringle, I think. Ted Ayres was connected with the first smash and grab raid from a 

car in the country; I think it was from Tannerôs jewellers in Station Road, Redhill. Whether he gave 

chase or was just involved in the investigation I can't remember. 

I was a police messenger at the town hall, Reigate, during the war - you had to join something then - 

with Ted Ayres. Mr Solomons from Reigate Tailors was also a police messenger. They had a canteen 

there and Ted would often get me and the other boys a jacket potato. I wasn't in the Home Guard; I 

was a messenger boy for the police. The uniforms badges say 'PAMS' - Police Auxiliary Messenger 

Service. It was run by Captain Sutton who lived in a house called 'Elmsfield' in Clarendon Road, 

Redhill. I used to be on the switchboard.  

 

 
 

305 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police 
306 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm 

http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm
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Our action post for the police messengers was at the top of Redstone Hill in a lodge about where 

Chanctonbury Chase is. I was on duty with Walter Pendered when an air raid was on. Walter and I 

walked out the back and were standing by Redstone Hollow - there are houses in it now - and we saw 

a doodlebug coming. It was night and we could hear it and see the red glow from its exhaust. We 

wondered where it was going when suddenly it spun round - someone said it hit a Barrage balloon 

cable, but I don't know whether it did or not. Down it went; it nearly knocked us off our feet up there, 

it was a hell of a bang. The phone was going, and I was told to report to the action post in Earlswood 

Road. I jumped on my bike and sped down Redstone Hollow. I saw an air raid warden coming along 

and asked where the action post was. He said it was by the waxworks. I told him he was joking. I 

didn't mind biking a little way, but I wasn't going to London. I didn't know there was a wax works in 

Earlswood where they made wax for various uses. Anyway, once I realised where the action post 

was, I was one of the first messengers there.  

As a messenger I went all over the place, to Redhill police station, Reigate police station - there were 

very few phones in those days people just didn't have them in their homes. Look at the Redhill 'phone 

numbers, mine at Latty's was 955, Linters was 950, John Roberts shop was 90, they were all under 

two thousand, and the telephone area was quite large. I would get given messages and I would take 

them wherever was necessary. Several times I went to St. John's School; I never knew why I had to 

go there. 

Walter Pendered was in the police. Lots of local tradesô people joined the police. There were WRs 

(war reserves), TCs (temporary constables) and PCs, (police constables). I think Walter was a WR. 

All were like extra policeman. Each had his own job to do, and all had to do nights as well. Many of 

the local tradeôs people joined. It was easier than the Home Guard. I could have gone into the air 

cadets, army cadets or sea cadets, but as Captain Sutton was a customer in our shop, I thought I'd join 

the police service as a messenger. A bonus was that it had a smarter uniform. 307 

Reigate 2211 was the 'phone number for Reigate Joint Police Force on the switchboard at Reigate. 

Of course, it was all disbanded at the end of the war. I've got a letter thanking me for my service and 

saying that I would be welcome back to continue with my duties, unpaid of course, any time you feel 

like it. I've a good mind to take the letter down to the police station now and say that I've come back 

to have a go at the switchboard. 308 

 
 

307 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm 
308 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm 
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Reigate Police PAMS 

 

Bridger my letter of thanks for my service in the Police Messenger Service signed by the Home 

Secretary of the time Sir Donald Somerwell309 

 
 

309 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/ 
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From the papers of PAM Bridger310 

 
 

310 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm 
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From the papers of PAM Bridger311 

 

Reigate Borough 1942-43  

Back Row: H Simmonds, D Brazier, PR Robinson, G Coe 

Front: Sgt Selby, Insp Atkins, Sgt Patrick, G Capelin 312 

 
 

311 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm 
312 Picture owned by Tony Collman 

http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm
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The last officers of the Reigate Borough Force before it was merged with the Surrey 

Constabulary and Guildford Borough Police 1 February 1943 313 

 

Redhill ñOn one occasion during a school holiday, the Co-op milkman was making deliveries from 

his horse-drawn float when the spiteful pilot of a "Stuka" dive Bomber decided to shoot-up "The 

Square". The noise these planes made as they dived down was expressly designed to terrify, but when 

they eventually flattened out and roared along the road at rooftop height, spitting out bullets which 

ricocheted off the road like red-hot missiles, it was petrifying. Mum shouted to the milkman and held 

the front door open for him to take cover. He ran up to the doorway, paused, then immediately ran 

back again in spite of the bullets, to release his horse from the shafts and allow it to gallop off with 

eyes rolling in fear. The milkman told us, he just had to give his pal of many years a sporting chance.ò   

 

Second World War ï Billingsgate market relocated to Reigate 

 
 

313 Photograph Surrey Police Museum 
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Reigate: ñMy mother was about halfway down a very low flying plane flew south to north up the line 

of Reigate Hill. It must have circled because a few minutes later it returned the same way again and 

my mother identified it as a German fighter. It was low enough for her to see the pilot and the 

Germany markings. It repeated the manoeuvre a third time, but machine gunning as it flew up the 

hill. One bullet passed through the rim of my motherôs hat, another through the hem of her long coat. 

She threw herself over the side of the hill, brushed herself off and continued down the hill when she 

was sure the fighter had gone. She carried on, went through the tunnel into Reigate High Street, with 

the intention of catching a bus to Redhill from outside the Old Town Hall. When she turned right 

from the tunnel into the High Street there was chaos and pandemonium. It seems the High Street had 

been strafed by a fighter, whether it was the same one or not she doesn't know. She thinks some 

twenty or so people were killed or injured. Her father eventually found her in Reigate High Street 

amongst all the mayhem. He was apparently ashen faced as he thought she might have been killed. 

He wasn't too good either after she showed him the bullet holes in her hat and coat. She didn't realise 

at the time just what a close call she'd had.ò  314 

German plane crashed close to Kingswood Church; the pilot was captured by Canadian troops who 

were billeted around the area.  

Reigate: ñI went to Sunday school at the Methodist church in the High Street. One day we were 

playing outside before class began when we heard the unmistakable drone of a German plane...we 

kids knew the sound of those engines from experience and used to say the rhythm was saying " Its 

for you....it's for you....it's for you....." When we rushed in to tell the teacher she told us not to be silly 

because no air-raid siren had sounded but if we wanted, we could be seated in the classroom and 

resume lessons, which we did. A few moments later came the high-pitched whistling of bombs falling 

as the German bomber, being pursued by a Spitfire fighter, jettisoned a string of bombs which fell at 

intervals along the high street but fortunately didn't explode. And the teacher was on her belly along 

with the rest of us beneath our desks for protection. On another occasion (also when no alert had 

sounded) I happened to glance down grandmother's garden from the living room of Number 1 Nutley 

Lane where she had re-located, just as a Messerschmitt 110 fighter-bomber flew by extremely low, 

hedgehopping we called it. I saw the swastika insignia and the pilot quite distinctly. He then circled 

and flew over the railway lines with machine-guns and cannons firing at a train. A close friend had a 

near-miss when one of the cannon shells penetrated the window and lodged in the arm of an easy 

chair he was sitting in at the time.ò 315 

1943 February 1: Surrey Joint Police formed from Surrey Constabulary, Reigate and Guildford 

Boroughs. Their strength on amalgamation: Guildford Borough:  chief constable 1, chief inspector 

 
 

314 www.reigatehistory.co.uk/2ndWWmemoriesn.htm 
315 Andy Dean, Port Joli NS, Canada http://www.reigatehistory.co.uk/2ndWWmemories.html 
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1, inspector 4, sergeant 9, constables 25; total 40. Reigate Borough: 1 chief constable, chief inspector 

1, inspectors 5, sergeants 9, constables 23 totalling 39.316  

1943 February 5: Surrey Mirror : Reigate Police now in County Force - The merger of Reigate 

Borough Police Force with the Surrey County Constabulary for security reasons and as a war time 

measure became an accomplished fact on Monday with the local force now becoming the Reigate 

Division of the Surrey County Joint Constabulary, with the Boroughôs Chief Constable, Mr W H 

Beacher becoming Superintendent off the Division 

1943 March 23: The new police, fire and ambulance telephone pillar system came into operation on 

the 23 March 1943. Twenty pillar systems controlled by a central switchboard at Reigate Police 

station.; 24,487 calls received. Total emergency for 1943 21, police 12, fire 4, ambulance 5.317 

1943 August 24 

PC Dennis Marshall Walder Reigate Borough Police 

Sergeant Navigator RAFVR 

Died age 26 on the 24 August 1943 

Dennis Walder served as a Sergeant RAFVR No101 Squadron. He was the son of Horace Albert and 

Harriett Annie Walder, of Plymouth. He was killed whilst on operations with the RAF and 

remembered on the Runnymede Memorial. No101 Squadron were based in Ludford Magna: June 

1943 onwards, flying 363 sorties over Berlin between 1943-44 losing 25 aircraft, 133 men with 42 

taken prisoner. 

PC Walder went missing from an operational sortie over enemy territory on the night of the 23/24 

August 1943. The aircraft failed to return and there was no news. On the 14 April 1944 the Air 

Ministry stated that Sgt Walder lost his life on the 24 August 1943. 

PC Walder joined the Reigate Borough Police on the 19 April 1938 when he was 21 having been born 

in Midhurst on the 6 February 1917. He was described as being 6 feet 1 inches tall, fair complexion, 

brown hair and blue eyes. On joining he was single, a grocerôs assistant, living at 60 Goldsmith Road, 

Horsham. 

Service: 

15 February 1939; passed second Ambulance exam 

19 April 1939 2nd Grade 

 
 

316 CC notes 1945 on the administration of the county police during the war. 
317 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police 
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3 May 1939 commended by the CC in case of 3 young persons charged with store breaking 

and larceny 

19 April 1940 appointment confirmed 

19 April 1940 3rd grade 

6 January 1941 guilty of a summary offence and fined a dayôs pay. 

19 April 1941 4th grade 

21 May 1941 passed police promotion educational examination 

2 March 1942 joined the RAF 

19 April 1942 5th grade 

1 February 1943 transferred to Surrey Joint Police 

19 April 1943 6th Grade 

It may seem strange that PC Walder was not only promoted to the 6th grade of constable but 

transferred to the Surrey Joint Police when he was in the services. Police forces continued to keep 

these men on their strength and their service pay was made up if they were earning less than they did 

in the police. 

1943 November 18: A man was found at 12.50 a.m. between Dorking and Reigate   staggering about 

in the road. Police were called and the by then unconscious man was taken to Dorking hospital where 

he soon died. The PM revealed the cause of death as hanging with the rope apparently breaking before 

the job was complete. No evidence could be found of anyone else being involved and a verdict of 

suicide on a man whose identity was revealed some weeks later ï he came from Wandsworth. 

1943 16 December 

PC Eric Norman ñTimberò Woods Reigate Borough 

Wing Commander DFC and Bar. RAFVR 

Died age 33, 16 December 1943 

Wing Commander Woods DFC and Bar RAFVR served in No126 (Persian Gulf) Squadron. He died 

aged 33 the son of William H. Woods, and of Kate Dora Woods, of Harborne, Birmingham.  Killed 

whilst on operations with the RAF and remembered on the Malta Memorial. 

PC Woods joined the RAF on the 28 June 1940 although the records show he resigned from Reigate 

Borough Police on the 15 November 1940. 
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PC Woods joined the Reigate Borough Police on the 25 August 1939 when he was aged 26 having 

been born on the 8 May 1913 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. He was described as 6 feet 1¼ inches tall 

with fair complexion, brown hair, and blue eyes. PC Woods was single and had been employed as a 

cable tester with Southern Telephone Cables, Essex.  

WOODS, F/L Eric Norman (60119) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.72 Squadron 

awarded London Gazette dated 14 July 1942. 

This officer has participated in 74 sorties over enemy territory. He has led his flight, and occasionally 

the squadron, with courage, skill and judgement. His resourcefulness in difficult circumstances has 

helped to promote and maintain the high morale of the squadron. Flight Lieutenant Woods has 

destroyed one and damaged a further two enemy aircraft 

On 16 December 1943 Wing Commander Woods was in Spitfire VC JK643 when he went missing. 

Air -Britain says he went missing from an air sea rescue search in the Gulf of Drin. This would appear 

to be incorrect as ' 249 Sqn at War ' shows:  Whilst searching for a missing pilot, a pair of 249 

Squadron Spitfires encountered two BF109s of 10/JG27 (operating from Kalimaki, northern Greece) 

off the headland west of Bize. The news of the encounter got back to Grottaglie and Woods took off 

from Grottaglie, Italy with 126 Squadronôs new CO Squadron Leader K. Debenham but both failed 

to return and it was believed that they had collided over the sea. It was thought that they were going 

to slip across the sea to Yugoslavia and under cover of the hills, wait for the BF109s to come into 

land and strike. ASR aircraft and launches failed to find anything. He was the Wing leader of 286 
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Wing when he went missing. He had left 249sqn when he was promoted to Wing leader on 30 

November 1943. He is listed in 126 Squadronôs Operational Record Book (Squadron Diary) for this 

sortie, so presume he was either with 126 Squadron as well as being Wing Leader or just listed in 126 

Squadronôs Operational Record Book because he flew their aircraft. He was on his 301st operational 

sortie and had been credited with nine victories plus three others shared. (Malcolm Barrass ñAir of 

Authorityò) 

Wartime Rank: Wing Commander 60119 seeing service with the Royal Air Force in Squadrons: 249, 

72 and 126.  

This must have been a remarkable short career but there are no other remotely similar names or dates 

of death other than for the Wing Commander within the CWGC database. 

From Ross Skingley April 2004: My father had a good friend in the Reigate Borough Police Eric 

Woods. Eric joined the RAF at the same time as Dad and became a spitfire pilot being killed in a 

battle off Albania in December 1943 when he was a Wing Commander with a DFC and bar. He was 

godfather to my sister who was born in 1941. Eric was a pilot officer in 1942 so he must have been 

an outstanding pilot and commander to achieve wing commander and two DFCôs in a year. My 

mother (who went out with Eric before meeting and marring my father Jack) says that Eric was in 

Canada as a Mounty.  

Woods moved to England in 1936 from Vancouver, working for a phone company and for the Reigate 

Borough Police Force.  Enlisted in RAF, May 1940 but was placed in reserve until August 1940 when 

he began pilot training at No.10 EFTS (August to October, Tiger Moths) and No.15 FTS (Harvards).  

Received wings and commission in January 1941; served at Central Flying School and No.58 

Operational Training Unit (Grangemouth).  Promoted to Flying Officer effective 14 January 1942   

and joined No.124 Squadron in May 1941 to March 1942 when posted to No.72 Squadron as a flight 

commander (Flight Lieutenant) until the end of July.  

On 10 August 1942 he flew off HMS Furious for Malta where he took command of No.249 Squadron. 

Rested in February 1943 when he was posted to Egypt and No.73 Operational Training Unit, Abu 

Sueir.  

Took command of No.249 Squadron again in July 1943 and was promoted in November 1943 to lead 

No.286 Wing of Balkan Air Force, Brindisi. Missing in action 16 Dec 1943 while flying with No.126 

Squadron (believed shot down by Bf.109s or collided with S/L K. B. L. Debenham, who also did not 

return) 
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Squadron Leader Debenham and Wing Commander Woods 

1943 Report on the ñState of Crime and the Police Establishment of the Borough of Reigate Division 

of the Surrey Joint Policeò signed by the Chief Constable William Beacher. 318 

There was no enemy incidents recorded although there were many alerts. 

Crimes in the Surrey Joint Police Area 1 January to 31 December 1943319 

Division Crimes 

alleged 

Crimes 

deleted 

Crimes 

detected 

Not 

cleared 

up  

Non-

Indictable 

prosecutions 

Dorking 620 122 245 40.81 577 

Farnham  1258 318 344 47.38 531 

Godalming 984 210 338 44.31 656 

Guildford 

Borough 

839 164 256 49.9 748 

 
 

318 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police  
319 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police 
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Division Crimes 

alleged 

Crimes 

deleted 

Crimes 

detected 

Not 

cleared 

up  

Non-

Indictable 

prosecutions 

Leatherhead 613 118 224 44.21 272 

Oxted 517 107 194 41.78 388 

Reigate 

Borough 

517 78 239 38.68 296 

Weybridge 1352 321 409 46.01 1034 

Woking 1182 325 291 47.88 397 

Total 7882 1763 2540 45.41 4899 

 

Comparative strength Surrey Joint Police and recorded crime 1943 320 

Division Arrests Strength Crimes per man 

Dorking 108 98 6.33 

Farnham  160 119 10.57 

Godalming 185 118 8.34 

Guildford 

Borough 

257 91 9.22 

Leatherhead 150 109 5.62 

Oxted 92 104 4.97 

Reigate Borough 161 67 7.72 

Weybridge 238 145 9.32 

Woking 158 118 10.02 

 

 
 

320 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police 
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Total crimes for the Surrey Joint Police 

Not included are deleted crimes (probably refers to modern term ñNo crimeò321 

 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 

Committed 2918 2831 3257 4046 3878 6119 

% 

Detected 

50.06 48 47.95 49.13 45.69 45.23 

 

1943 Superintendent  Beacherôs contribution to Chief Constable Surrey Joint Police annual 

report. 322 

Population Reigate Borough 34,547 in the last census but estimated civilians only now 

41,928.  

An average of 44.2 Special Constables turned out on 87 air raid warnings. The Special 

Constabulary Mobile Section was reduced by the War from 24 to 9 cars but there was a car 

on duty every evening from 7pm at both Reigate and Redhill. The motorcyclists were reduced 

to four but every evening there was always one on duty. Establishment Special Constabulary 

Reigate Borough Police 147 who performed 120,431.5 hours duty.  

The ten Action Stations are run by the Special Constabulary. In the centre there is a Control 

Room with a  Reigate police controller and Special Constables are entirely responsible for   

manning. There are no words that adequately describe the quiet and efficient manner in which 

the Special Constabulary have fitted into the police machine. 

Road Traffic Accidents RBP area: Fatal 5, serious injusry 105. Total road accidents 2666 as 

against 274 in 1942. 

Twenty Reigate Borough Police officers are serving in the armed forces. 

There are two War Reserve Constables, one retired Reigate Borough and the other retired 

from the East Sussex Constabulary. 

Vehicle Fleet: Imperial motor-cycle JPG910; Triumph motor-cycle HPG474; Utility car 

JPF729; MG saloon CTH437; MG car JPB578; police ambulence. 

 
 

321 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police 
322 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police 
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1943 December: The Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary, Major Nicholson CBE MC has 

received the old borough forces (Reigate Borough Police and Guildford Borough Police) into his 

administration in a most admirable and sympathetic manner ---- the change did not bring about a 

cleavage between the Borough and its police force and the old association has continued to remain.323 

1944 February 25: Surrey Mirror : Reigate Grammar School Cadet Corps opposed the Redhill 

Police in a shooting match with the Cadet Corps scoring 967, Cadet K Stuart obtaining a possible 

100 and the Redhill Police scoring 929. 

1944 June 16: The first flying bomb  to fall in the Borough was on June 16th at Sanders Estate 

at Buckland324 at approximately 10 am, this was the first real day of the battle. 325 

1944 June 19: Redhill: Flying bomb crashed into Earlsbrook Road and St Johns Road, Earlswood. 

Scores of people were buried in the debris with eleven people being killed.326 

Extract Surrey Mirror : Many people were buried in their shattered homes and rescue parties from 

the Civil Defence worked heroically. The police did particular good work and were on long hours at 

a stretch. On the following Saturday buildings damaged by a second flying bomb ï three people 

slightly wounded and other had miraculous escapes. 327 

1944 June 29: The summer of 1944 brought a new terror to the skies over Southeast England in the 

shape of the now infamous 'Doodle-Bugs' or V1 flying bombs. John Neil in his book 'The History 

of Merstham School' records an incident when one of these 'doodle-bugs' fell close to the school: ñOn 

29th June 1944 just as morning assembly was coming to an end, a flying bomb hit the Corporation 

Yard in Albury Road, just a hundred yards from the school. Damage from the blast was extensive, 

but miraculously there were no serious casualties among the 200 children and the staff.ò  

1944 June Redhill: A rocket landed in Earlsbrook Road and St Johns Road killing eleven people 

and wounding seventeen, blasting forty houses. Many of the victims were buried under their shattered 

homes and rescue parties and the Civil Defence workers generally worked heroically to get the 

victims out and to render first aid to the injured. The police did particularly good work and were on 

long hours at a stretch. Mobile canteens catered to their needs as they toiled through the day. Several 

hundred of these bombs fell on East Surrey with the greatest concentration in Caterham area. 328 

1944: The Royal Philanthropic School at Redhill was severely damaged by a flying bomb  

 
 

323 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police 
324 Not sure Buckland has ever been within the Brough 
325 Flying Bombs (Doodlebugs) 1944 'The History of Merstham School' 
326 Surrey at War 1939- 1945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated 
327 Rev WAR Ball vicar of St Johns http://www.stjohnsredhill.org.uk/pdfs/wardiary1940.pdf 
328 http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/history-from-police-archives/RB1/Pt2/pt2TL193945.html 

http://www.stjohnsredhill.org.uk/pdfs/wardiary1940.pdf
http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/history-from-police-archives/RB1/Pt2/pt2TL193945.html
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1944 July 7:  At least two further flying bombs fell on Merstham that year. One fell in the woods on 

Church Hill causing extensive damage  

1944 July Merstham was declared in an ñevacuation areaò due to the increasing risk of attacks and 

many families made preparations to leave. 

1944 July 21: Several pilotless bombs dropping in Reigate and killing three people. Another having 

hit a balloon cable dropped in the grounds of Earlswood Asylum causing a great deal of damage but 

no casualties. 329 

1944 21 July 

PC Jack Skingley Reigate Borough Police  

Flight L ieutenant DFC, RAFVR, Pathfinder 

Died aged 29, 21 July 1944 

Jack Skingley was reported missing from night operations with the RAF during an attack on Courtrai. 

On the 23 May 1945 the Air Ministry stated that Flight Lieutenant Skingley lost his life on the 21 

July 1944. 

PC Skingley joined the Reigate Borough Police on the 27 April 1936 aged 19 having been born on 

the 7 July 1916 in Watford. He had previous military service with the 1st Battalion the Royal Sussex 

Regiment in which he served for 2 years and 14 days. PC Skingleyôs job before joining the police 

was a furniture remover living at 8 Clifton Road, Watford. His mother was Winifred Maude, and his 

father was deceased.  The officer was described as 5 feet 11 inches tall with a fresh complexion, 

brown hair and grey eyes. 

Service: 

18 November 1936 passed First Aid exam 

5 December 1936 Discreditable conduct fined £1 on each of 3 charges and £2 on another 

charge. 

27 April 1937 Second Grade 

4 April 1938 Appointment confirmed as from 27 April 1938 

27 April 1938 3rd Grade 

 
 

329 Rev WAR Ball vicar of St Johns http://www.stjohnsredhill.org.uk/pdfs/wardiary1940.pdf 
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27 April 1939 4th Grade 

10 July 1939 Disobedience to Orders fined £2 by the CC 

27 April 1940 5th Grade 

27 April 1941 6th Grade 

11 August 1941 Joined the RAF 

27 April 1942 7th Grade 

1 February 1943 transferred to the Surrey Joint Police Force 

27 April 1943 8th Grade 

PC Skingleyôs father was a police officer as was his grandfather, and on his wifeôs side was a 

policeman who was present at the Sidney Street siege in 1900. He lived in the borough with his wife 

and where their son Ross was born. 

 

The wedding of Marjorie Henderson to Jack Skingley 18th November 1940 
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Jack under training at the Metropolitan  Police Training School Peel House 

 

 

PC Jack Skingley Reigate Borough and in the RAF 
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From Ross Skingley in April 2004: ñMy father was a Bomb aimer in No 97 Squadron Pathfinders 

and flew in Lancasters. He joined the RAF in 1942 (records show 1941) and trained in Canada. 
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Between August 1943 and July 1944, he flew on 40 missions over Germany, France and Belgium, 

many of these over Berlin. I have no DFC citation as this was posthumously awarded.  

He and his crew went missing on a short raid from Coningsby to Coutraui in Belgium on the night of 

20 July 44 out of the 14 Lancasters to go out his was the only one that did not return. His pilot was 

P/O Edwards. 

PC Skingley served with the Pathfinders who were volunteers for this particularly dangerous role. He 

was killed in a night operation in Lancasters with the RAF and is remembered on the Runnymede 

Memorial. No 97 Squadron were based Bourne Airfield Cambridgeshire and were on the Berlin Raids 

1943-1944. 

1944 July 26: Redhill: Flying bomb landed near a school with 100 children in assembly with one 

injured staff member. However, three men in the highwayôs depot close by were killed.330 

1944 August Flying bomb fell on 'Innisfree' in Rockshaw Road killing all the occupants.  

1944: Flying Bombs (Doodlebugs): The first flying bomb to fall in the Borough was on June 16th at 

Sanders Estate at Buckland at approximately 10am, this was the first real day of the battle. Earlswood 

Road, Redhill, exact location unknown but there was a lot of damage and many casualties. Reigate 

Hill, on the east side opposite The Rock a house was demolished during mid-afternoon. The Clears, 

Sheep Walk - the sheds of the Hearthstone Quarry were destroyed, there were no casualties this 

happened during the early hours of the morning. Corner of St Albans Road and Brokes Road a house 

took a direct hit during the early hours of the morning.  

1944 22 November 

PC Geoffrey Alexander Farquhar, Reigate Borough Police 

Corps of Military Police Died aged 27, 22 November 1944 

Killed in a motoring accident in West Bromwich whilst serving as a member of the Special 

Investigation Branch of the Military Police 

PC Farquhar a single man joined the Reigate Borough on the 5 June 1939 and was posted to the 

Redhill Division. Having been born on the 6 May 1917 in West Norwood he was the son of Henry 

and Mary Farquhar. When he joined the police, he was living at 62, Broxholme Road, West Norwood 

and was employed as a clerk at the London School of Motoring, Hampstead. 

The records show previous public service as ñSurrey Constabulary 1 month and in the Metropolitan 

Policeò. (Was in the Borough and so automatically became a member of the Surrey Constabulary or 

 
 

330 Surrey at War 1939- 1945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated 
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Surrey Joint Police as it was diplomatically called until the complete amalgamation with the 

Boroughs.) 

Service: 

26 March 1940 Passed ambulance exam 

3 June 1940 second Grade 

29 January 1941 congratulated by the Chief Constable and the Chairman of the Reigate bench 

for his action in the case of Police v Byers, drunkenness and assault on Police. 

1 September 1941 Appointment confirmed as from 5 June 1941 

27 October 1941 Discipline for falsehood and prevarication fined £2 

5 June 1942 4th Grade 

14 September 1942 Neglect of duty fined 10/- by the CC 

1 February 1943 Transferred to surrey Joint Police Force 

3 June 1943 called up for service in the Army 

5 June 1943 5th Grade 

1944 Total crime in Reigate Borough 579 with detection 49.9%331   

Wartime Air Disaster on Reigate Hill332 

1945 March 19: A number of aircraft of the US 384th Bomber Group stationed at Grafton-

Underwood in Northamptonshire were returning from a bombing raid on Plauen, near the Czech 

border. For protection against enemy fighters the aircraft normally flew in formation but because of 

dense cloud the formation split up and Flying Fortress 43-39035 SO-F was making its own way home. 

Over the Weald cloud was solid at 800 feet and broken at 300 feet. Flying too low, the aircraft crashed 

into Reigate Hill at 1740 hrs.  

The Crash: Why the crash occurred is not fully known, but an enquiry put the cause down to pilot 

error. This is possibly borne out by the presence in the 'plane of maps showing ground heights above 

sea level and no evidence of a serious malfunction, as well as other factors. One account of the 

incident said that the pilot tried unsuccessfully to get in at Gatwick and failing that at Redhill (despite 

it being grass), but no evidence of attempted local landings has come to light.  

 
 

331 SCC History Centre CC/98/22/8 
332 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/US.htm 

http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/US.htm


Robert Bartlett April 15, 2022, 938at938@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

200 

The Scene in 1945: First on the scene was Dorothy Edwards. She was in uniform for she worked at 

Southern Command and was on her way back to her accommodation on Reigate Hill. Seeing the 

aircraft plunge into the side of the hill above her she scrambled up the slope and found the pilot. All 

she could do was hold the hand of a dying man. A local poacher checking his traps also arrived. The 

Reigate fire brigade attended to douse the fires and soon after a detachment of the RAF Regiment 

arrived to seal off the area. Several other people saw or heard the 'plane go over. One of those was 

just arriving for duty at the ARP post under the Town Hall when it passed overhead. Others said that 

they saw the aircraft pass over Merstham High Street, but questions about how it then crashed on the 

southern slope of Reigate Hill may be answered by their sighting being of another aircraft from the 

dispersed formation. All of those who witnessed the scene after the crash speak of the utter 

devastation at the site with broken and burnt trees, broken ground, and the tangled and spread-out 

ruin of the once proud Flying Fortress. 

1939-1945: The recorded incidents during World War II in the Borough of Reigate were333 

Civilians Killed 50 

Civilians Injured 161 

Houses totally destroyed 115 

Houses damaged 4189 

Air Raid Alerts  893 

High explosive bombs  496 

Oil bombs 18 

Incendiary bombs 5847 

Flying bombs (Doodlebugs) 17 

Parachute mines (Both Fell 

on Merstham) 
  2 

 

For every incident a police response, for every response a report; for every fatal casualty, 

identification, a post-mortem then report to the coroner so it is clear that if all the other work 

 
 

333 Kevin Austen:  http://www.merstham.co.uk/merstham/MersthamHistory.htm#Merstham at War ï¿½ World War II 

http://www.merstham.co.uk/merstham/MersthamHistory.htm#Merstham at War ï¿½ World War II
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associated with the war is included, these Borough men were extremely busy and probably frequently 

worked long difficult hours. 

 

Home Guard towards the end of the war led by a Borough sergeant334 

8th  Surrey (Reigate) Battalion 

1944 Friday 29 December: Surrey Mirror  335 

The Boroughôs Home Guard. A Short History of the 8th Surrey Battalion.  

The Days of The L.D.V 

 

How many people lining the route of the 8th Surrey (Reigate) Battalion Home Guard's farewell march 

on Sunday, December 3rd, gave more than a passing thought to the significance of the event, or cast 

their minds back to Tuesday, May 14th, 1940, when, with the field-grey hordes of Germany spreading 

like an evil canker across Europe, the Secretary for War. Mr. Anthony Eden, came to a B.B.C. 

microphone with the appeal that brought old soldiers, well past the age of soldiering, back to arms, 

and set youth, not yet quite old enough for full-time soldiering, drilling, shooting and stalking?  

The story starts at mid-day on that memorable Tuesday with a telegram over the signature of the 

Under Secretary of State. It went to every Chief Constable in the country. Mr. W. H. Beacher, sitting 

in his office in Reigate, read it: "Broadcast Will be made at 9.10 pm. to-day inviting male British 

subjects between the ages of 17 and 65 to register for Local Defence Volunteer Corps against enemy 

landings by parachute or otherwise. Registrations will be at any police station. Circular follows. In 

meantime, please ensure forthwith that all stations are prepared to receive registrations." There 

followed details of particulars to be taken. While the then Reigate Borough Police were making the 

necessary arrangements there came a second telegram notifying them of a broadcast appeal to be 

 
 

334 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/homeguard.htm Peter Pringleôs photograph  
335 http://sussexhistoryforum.co.uk/index.php?topic=7355.0;wap2 
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made for rifles and ammunition and asking the police to be ready also to record details of all weapons 

offered to the new Volunteer Force.  

The broadcasts, which gave first news of the new Force to the public came in the bulletins at 6p.m. 

and 9p.m. It was during the latter that Mr. Eden outlined the enemyôs methods of parachute attack 

and made his now famous appeal. In the Borough, as elsewhere in the country, the response was 

astounding. Almost before the broadcast was over the telephone lines to the police stations were busy 

and personal calls at the stations to register mounted rapidly. Mr. Beacher and his staff worked almost 

without pause to keep pace with the applications, 1,500 of which poured in in 48 hours. 

Reigate Hill Patrol 

Some of the Volunteers had their first taste of duty only three days after the broadcast, for it was on 

May 17th that the late Capt. E. H. Tuckwell came from Guildford Headquarters to the Chief Constable 

- at 4 p.m. - to make arrangements for night patrols to be on Reigate Hill. Capt. W. E. Hill, M.C., was 

contacted, and was acquainted on his arrival, shortly before 7 p.m., with what was required. A police 

car took him to the addresses of several of the Volunteers, and, armed with six "P.14" rifles, all that 

could be mustered at that stage, the little party set off in police cars for their patrol ground.  

The twelve men who comprised this first patrol were Messrs. Chalcraft, Cook, Cuss, Dungate, Elliott, 

Hunt, Jarrett, Laker, Lott, Lovegrove, Pilbeam and Rumble, under the command of Capt. Hill, who, 

however, found the chosen site for the observation post, a spot near the water tower on Colley Hill, 

to be unsatisfactory, the view to the southward being impeded by Reigate Park. On the following 

night therefore, the same patrol moved to Reigate Park itself, and were under the command of Mr. 

Vigers, Capt. Hill having been summoned to Guildford to an urgent conference. Most of the men on 

these early patrols were unfamiliar with the "P.14" rifle, not having handled firearms since the last 

war, and so the commanders divided their small force into two, one keeping up the patrol of the area 

whilst the other received some instruction as to the handling of the unfamiliar weapons. These night 

watches were divided into three periods - 10 p.m. to 1 a.m., 1 a.m. to 4 a.m., and 4 a.m. to 7 am.  

The Borough Company Formed 

Meanwhile, at the conference to which Captain Hill had gone, and which was also attended by 

Alderman Lieut. Col. F. J. Spranger, Mr. W. H. Beacher, Capt. Mansfield (Redhill) and Capt. 

Charlesworth (Merstham), it had been decided that Reigate (including Redhill, Earlswood and 

Merstham) should be allotted one Company of the L D.V. The work of registration was continuing, 

and preliminary details of the scheme were being worked out, so that on May 20th at a meeting at the 

Town Hall, convened by the Chief Constable and presided over by Alderman Spranger, it was 

possible to get down to the work of organisation. At this meeting, at which Alderman Spranger 

intimated that he was unable to take command of the Reigate Company but at which he introduced 

Mr. R. J. V. Hake, of the White House, Reigate Heath, as Company Commander, it was decided that 

the Company should comprise a Reigate Town Platoon under Capt. W. E. Hill, a Redhill Platoon 

under Capt. E. T. Mansfield, and a Merstham Platoon under Capt. W. G. Charlesworth.  
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The Surrey Mirror of Friday 05 January 1945 contains a detailed story of the Borough Home Guard 

until the end of the war. 336 

1945 October 11: Police Forces, Surrey (Amalgamation) 337 

Mr. Touche  asked the Secretary of State for the Home Department whether he will now revoke the 

wartime amalgamation of the Reigate Borough Police with the Surrey County Police. 

The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Mr. Ede)  The future of the Reigate borough 

police force cannot be considered in isolation from that of other forces amalgamated under the 

emergency powers. This general question has been receiving the consideration of the Government; 

and I hope shortly to be a position to put my proposals before Parliament. 

Mr. Tauche Would the right hon. Gentleman agree that the amalgamations made under Defence 

Orders are based on wartime considerations which have ceased to operate? 

Mr. Ede The amalgamations made were under special powers granted during the war. The question 

of what is the suitable size for a police force is one that we shall submit to this House for their 

consideration in the new Bill. 

1945: The Womenôs Auxiliary Police Corps of eleven was reduced to four by resignations at the 

end of the War.338 

1945 the Borough police vehicle fleet consisted of six vehicles including a CID car and a coronerôs 

officerôs vehicle. 339 

1945: Total crime Reigate Borough Police 498, detection 51.6% 340 

Year Total Crime Year Total Crime Year Total Crime 

1921 56 1922 56 1923 80 

1924 85 1925 80 1926 114 

1927 121 1928 165 1929 132 

1930 131 1931 98 1932 103 

 
 

336 http://sussexhistoryforum.co.uk/index.php?PHPSESSID=egai41hdig47i70d4olivrrab5&topic=7355.5;wap2 
337 http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/commons/1945/oct/11/police-forces-surrey-amalgamation House of Commons HC 

Deb 11 October 1945 vol 414 cc377-8377 
338 SCC History Centre CC/98/22/8 
339 SCC History Centre CC/98/22/8 
340 SCC History Centre CC/98/22/8 

http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/people/mr-gordon-touche
http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/people/mr-james-ede
http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/people/mr-james-ede
http://sussexhistoryforum.co.uk/index.php?PHPSESSID=egai41hdig47i70d4olivrrab5&topic=7355.5;wap2
http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/commons/1945/oct/11/police-forces-surrey-amalgamation
http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/commons/1945/oct/11/police-forces-surrey-amalgamation#column_377
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Year Total Crime Year Total Crime Year Total Crime 

1933 151 1934 235 1935 254 

1936 231 1937 337 1938 330 

1939 414 1940 426 1941 493 

1942 434 1943 489 1944 579 

1945 498     

 

1946 July 26: Surrey Mirror : Bowls Result - Churchfields 47- Reigate Police 51 leaving the Police 

winners by 4 shots. 

1947 April 4 Surrey  Mirror : At midnight on 31st March Reigate Borough Police Force finally 

ceased to exist having been since 1943 under a temporary war time arrangement merger with the 

Surrey Constabulary. 

1947 April Surrey Constabulary reformed to include the police of the boroughs of Guildford and 

Reigate; Superintendent Beacher Surrey Constabulary formerly Chief Constable Beacher of Reigate 

Borough Police retired. 

 

The Chief Constables Mr Beacherôs Medals  

Reigate Borough Police Chief Constable's group of eight medals awarded to Chief Constable 

W.H.Beacher who had served during the Great War with the Duke of Cornwall Light Infantry. 

Comprising an enamelled Order of St John (Serving Brother), King's Police Medal (GVIR for 

Distinguished Service 1914 Star with clasp, British War Medal, Victory Medal (8803 Sergeant Duke 
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of Cornwallôs Light Infantry, Defence Medal, George V Jubilee Medal and George VI Coronation 

Medal. 

Post Amalgamation 

 

PC Mason now a member of the Surrey Constabulary escorting the Olympic torch in 1948. The torch 

was carried by Reigate Harriers runner Fred Prevett and the pair are crossing the Market Square at 

Reigate. 341 

 

Cherchefelle police station was still in use by the Surrey Constabulary long after the demise of the 

Borough Police as was the police station in London Road Redhill. This is a Surrey Constabulary 

Traffic car an Austin Westminster leaving Reigate police station in about 1962. 

 
 

341 Picture Pam Adams from the Alan Morre Borugh Police website 
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1972: The old Borough police station at Cherchefelle closed   when the new Reigate Road Station 

opened.  The Redhill station closed soon after and the centralisation of the force in the two towns, 

first envisaged 108 years before, was effectively complete. 

 

 

Reunion 1987 Note photo of Chief Constable Beacher on the wall 



Robert Bartlett April 15, 2022, 938at938@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

207 

Reigate Borough Police Badges and Insignia 
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A set of the Borough Police insignia 

William Henry Beacher died   1 June 1974 aged 83 

Tony Collman: On Friday the 30 July 2010 I went to Horsham to locate Mr Beacherôs grave which 

I found at Hills Cemetery located on the A281, Guildford Road at Horsham (RH12 1TT). Mr Beacher 

is buried with his wife. There is no mention of Mr Beacherôs police service nor his KPM.  
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A Tribute to W.H. Beacher from ñOff Beatò 342 

 

Ken Browning August 1974 

On the 10th of June, 1974, W.H. Beacher was laid to rest after the very impressive service at Horsham 

Parish Church. This very homely town was much beloved by Bill (as he was affectionally called) as 

it was at Horsham where he became one of the youngest Superintendents in any Police Force. I first 

came in contact with him when living at Horsham I went to him in 1926 about joining the Surrey 

Constabulary. From the start he commanded respect. His dapper manner and immaculate appearance 

instilled in the young constable a very real sense of pride in his job. 

On his promotion to Chief Constable at Reigate it gave him a more profound reason for giving to the 

community the full respect of the Police Force in which his heart and soul was dedicated. The recent 

articles in 'Off Beat' are a sincere memorial of his sincere faith in our British Police Force. In his later 

years he had been crippled and housebound by arthritis, but always loved to see any of us 'old ones'. 

I visited him three weeks before his death and to meet him was like going into another world with his 

treasures of his police service surrounding him, proving how devoted he was to a service he loved so 

dearly.  

 

 

 

 
 

342 Surrey Constabulary newspaper 
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Guildford Cathedral ï dedicated 1980 

 

 

Police Constable William Henry Burn Mason ï Reigate Borough Police 

Extract  

This is an abridged autobiography that was given to Alan Moore and published on his website by 

Jock Mason in 1995.  It is missing much information and ends prematurely in 1955 when Jock was 

still only fifty -four. Nevertheless, it is worth reproducing a record of his time in the Borough Police. 

 

Unless otherwise stipulated all pictures came from Jock Mason with the biography 

William Henry Burn Mason, better known as Jock Mason for all of his time in the south of England, 

was born in St Andrews, Fifeshire, Scotland. His father was a master blacksmith who, along with his 

brother Alexander, employed other blacksmiths and together carried out all kinds of blacksmithôs 

work, made artistic iron railings, and engaged in the construction and fitting of kitchen ranges and 

bank safes. His mother was a native of Switzerland. 

Jock had a fairly hard upbringing. He worked part time from the age of ten until he became a full-

time errand boy at the age of fourteen. At sixteen he went to work for a cycle and motor-cycle 

engineer. This continued for a short while only until he got and apprenticeship as a marine engineer 

aged seventeen in March 1918. The apprenticeship was at Tayport, eleven miles from home, and he 
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got digs there to avoid the daily return journey. Jock worked day and night shifts and was earning 

32/6d a week after five years. 

With the end of World War One, conditions worsened, with the night shift cancelled and men paid 

off. Hours were generally reduced and with the corresponding loss of earning Jock had to leave his 

digs and go back to living at home, which meant making the twenty-two-mile round trip each day. 

To make this less arduous he bought a 1901 Minerva motorcycle for 15 shillings.  

Jock found extra work at a local garage as a mechanic where he gained experience on all the principal 

machines of the time plus learning electrical welding. The owner was also the master of the local fire 

brigade and signed Jock up as a volunteer fireman for which he was paid a retainer and call out fees. 

His main job remained as an apprentice marine engineer but in April  1923, the finish of his 

apprenticeship coincided with a trade depression and, along with thousands of other engineers, Jock 

was forced to join the dole queue. He decided that there was no future in engineering and began to 

look elsewhere for work. Employment in the police was one avenue to explore and Jock wrote to 

several forces, including Glasgow, Liverpool, Brighton and Reigate, asking if they had vacancies. 

The reason that Jock wrote to Reigate was that his father had been in the army during World War 

One  and had guarded cordite stored in the caves there. He had told Jock what a nice town it was. As 

it happened the only force that did have vacancies was Reigate. 

First he had to go to St Andrews police station to complete 

an examination paper. This was successful and he received 

instructions to report to Reigate Borough Police station at 

9am on 1st April 1924. After a long journey he arrived the 

previous night, met Inspector Hood who arranged digs for 

him in Clarendon Road, Redhill. He attended as instructed 

on the 1st April when Inspector Hood set him a two and a half 

hour written and oral examination. He was medically 

examined by the police doctor and then interviewed by the 

Chief Constable, Mr Metcalfe. He was told he would be 

accepted as a probationer police constable and provided he 

proved efficient and reliable over a two-year period would 

be enrolled as a regular member of the Borough Force at £3.10 per week including allowances. At 

10pm the next day he was sworn in at Reigate station by the Chairman of the Watch Committee. He 

was issued with a uniform, whistle, handcuffs, truncheon, pocketbook and oil lamp, the Borough by-

laws and a copy of óThe Police Constableôs Guide to his Daily Workô. 

Pictures show Jock Mason in uniform and on beat duty in 1924 

On the 2 April at 10pm his work began. He accompanied PC Robertson on his beat around the 

Earlswood and Meadvale areas. He stayed on night duty for two months, accompanying beat officers 

all over the Reigate Borough area. During the third month he was either on his own or was 

accompanied by newer recruits. No specific training was given other than attending police courts 

weekly and studying the police manual in off-duty hours. After three months of nights Jock was given 
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a month of days 6am to 2pm and 2pm to 10pm alternating weekly. Duties included beats and point 

duty at Redhill and Reigate Market Squares. 

In 1924, there were only three ambulances in the Borough. One belonging to St John Ambulance 

Brigade was used mostly for carrying private patients. Another was owned by the Reigate Health 

Department and was used for conveying patients with contagious diseases. The third belonged to the 

Reigate Borough Police and was used for street accidents. This ambulance was the first mechanical 

vehicle to be allocated to the Reigate Police and there were only four officers capable of driving it. 

The vehicle was a T-type Ford with two forward gears and reverse. The ignition system was operated 

by four high-tension coils which, together with the headlamps and horn, relied solely on a generator 

driven by the flywheel. There was no battery, so oil lights were fitted for use when the engine was 

not running. The ambulance was difficult to start. Sergeant Ash, knowing of Jockôs mechanical 

background, asked him to look into the problem. Jock discovered that if the headlight switch was left 

in the on position it deprived the ignition system of electrical energy. Turn the switch off and the 

engine started without trouble. The sergeant reported Jockôs success to the chief constable and Jock 

was immediately put in charge of the ambulance and the 1924 Morris Cowley that was used for 

transporting prisoners. To enable his availability for this duty he was allotted special contingency 

duties in Reigate Town during the day and station officer duties at night.  

Chief Constable Metcalfe retired on the last day of 1930 and was succeeded by Chief Constable 

William Beacher on the first day of 1931. Changes were made by the new man. He transferred the 

ambulance to the fire brigade and abolished beat patrols in favour of an area system whereby officers 

were allowed to patrol any part of the specified area as long as they kept in half-hourly contact with 

the station via public óphone boxes and a series of twenty-four police pillars fitted with telephones.  

The 1930 Road Traffic Act brought about the formation of mobile police patrols and the Reigate 

Watch Committee authorised the purchase of two Red Wing Panther motorcycles. One was issued to 

an officer named Brownlow, the other to Jock Mason. They became the first mobile police patrol in 

East Surrey and at the time were known as óCourtesy Copsô. 

Jock says in his autobiography that the new chief constableôs appetite for publicity was boundless, 

and on special occasions like the Borough Carnival of the Derby Races he would borrow a large horse 

from a Redhill stable and parade the main roads dressed in his best uniform. This practice came to an 

end after a coach backfired in London Road, Reigate, and his horse reared and threw him to the 

ground. He was never seen riding on horseback again. 

During the middle 1930s the black clouds of war were forming, and Jock attended lectures on air raid 

precautions and poison gas warfare. Towards the end of the 1930s the political situation became very 

acute and there were incidents at Redhill, especially at weekends, when Sir Oswald Moseley and his 

Fascists travelled by road to Brighton where they held rallies. There was also an unconnected incident 

when a group of unemployed men arrived in Redhill en-route to a protest rally in London. Jock had 

the job of finding them food and accommodation and eventually got permission to bed them down 
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for the night in the Sports Stadium in the Sports Ground. They had no food, but Lamberts Bakers 

gave bread and Burtons Butchers a large cheese.  

By 1939 war seemed inevitable and lorries conveyed sand from sand pits in Bell Street, Reigate, to 

London for the sandbagging of public buildings, local hospitals were sandbagged, blast walls erected, 

and the basement of the Town Hall was reinforced as it was made ready to be an incident reporting 

centre for the police, fire and other emergency services. 

Jock was put in charge of the testing and assessment of two dozen car owners who had volunteered 

to drive Civil Defence ambulances in the case of war. The tests involved driving a van commandeered 

for the purpose and driving and manoeuvring without lights at night. Some of those who were found 

unsuitable were allowed to remain as volunteers as long as they used their own vehicles. Others 

remained as ambulance attendants.  

Subsequent to these activities Jock set up an ARP ambulance depot at the rear of Wray Park Garage 

in London Road, Reigate, and another at the Corporation refuse disposal works at Earlswood. He also 

took over a cottage as an office and accommodation for ambulance personnel and had storage 

facilities for emergency equipment and petrol. Notices were sent to three owners of trade vans in 

Redhill and three in Reigate that they had to supply one vehicle each at the ambulance depots.  

The ambulance depots were staffed immediately upon the outbreak of war and Jock was authorised 

to purchase four more vehicles and have them converted to ambulances. In February 1940 Jock was 

transferred to the Civil Defence as Transport and Ambulance Officer.  More vehicles were purchased 

and converted but as they all had to stand outside when not in use could be difficult to start in cold 

weather. This and other problems with the designated ambulance centre at Earlswood caused the 

Redhill depot to be relocated at a purpose-built garage in the Sports Ground just north of the entrances 

from the main Road in 1940.  Similar problems at Reigate culminated in the requisition of the Reigate 

Garage as from 31st March, and for accommodation of personnel as from 3rd April 1941. 

Jock managed the day-to-day operations of the ambulance centres for the rest of the war until the 

improving situation following the allied invasion of Europe caused a reduction in Civil Defence 

personnel.  He returned to the Borough Police Force on 5th January 1945.  

Two incidents occurred shortly after. The first was when Jock retrieved a boy from live electricity 

cables at Brownôs Brickyard at Meadvale. In spite of applying artificial respiration the boy was 

pronounced dead upon the arrival of a doctor. The second was when two armed soldiers had attempted 

a hold up at Aldershot and were reported as heading for Reigate by car at 4am. Jock waited in a patrol 

car at the Black Horse at Reigate Heath and gave chase when they passed, ramming their car in 

Castlefield Road. The two men were captured and a sten-gun found in their vehicle. 

Jock also attended the scene when the US Air force bomber crashed into Reigate Hill when returning 

from a raid on Germany. 
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Jock remained on traffic patrols, seeing the new traffic department established at Guildford in 

1947.  Early in 1948 radios were installed in police cars and Jock was in charge of Headquartersô car 

with call sign M2R05. His last arrest was in 1950 when he apprehended a man in Redhill for loitering 

with intent whilst in possession of an 18ò jemmy.  

On the 30 June 1951 Jock resigned from the police force after twenty-seven yearsô service. On his 

record were a dozen commendations, including one for arresting six men in possession of a stolen car 

in Bell Street, Reigate, one for the arrest of jewel thieves and another for his actions at the fire at 

Gatton Hall in 1934.  

These and many other of Jockôs actions are not included in his abridged biography. It is worth noting 

that in his very early service Jock had to appear before the Watch Committee for the very serious 

misdemeanour of not saluting Alderman Lemon. 

Sergeant Ronald Bowles 343 

Ronald Bowles a former borough officer died peacefully on April 18th aged 94. He was the last 

surviving member of the Reigate Borough force which he joined in 1938. He was conscripted into 

the armed forces in 1942 and drove a tank (no mean feat for a 6 ft 4-inch Corporal) seeing action in 

France, Belgium, Netherlands and Germany. He returned to Reigate and was promoted Sergeant in 

the newly merged Surrey Constabulary, serving at Woking with his older brother John (Inspector). 

His wife Mabel died on 14th June 2010 at the age of 87 when Ron was 93 years old. He moved to 

Essex in 2009 to be nearer his daughter and grandchildren and was active and enjoyed life right up 

until the end. 

 

Police Sergeant Bowles upon and in deep retirement 

In the photo above Ron is wearing medal ribbons. He was conscripted in 1942. It was a class of 

conscription from the police and had to join a combat unit. It was either him or older brother John 

(the penalty of being the younger brother?) who had to go. He wanted to join the RAF but ended up 

in the Royal Armoured Corps as a tank driver. He was later transferred to the Assault Engineers and 

 
 

343  Information received from Michael Mackman (Son in law) 
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was due to go over to France on D Day. The War Office had decided that even tank drivers should be 

made to wear hob nail boots and just before D Day whilst climbing over his tank he slipped and badly 

gashed his head and was invalided out of the troop. None of that troop survived D Day and he returned 

to action about three weeks later and fought through France and Belgium and then took part in the 

amphibious landings into the Netherlands. He fought through from there up until the Rhine and was 

waiting to take part in the assault to cross the Rhine as part of the final push. He developed a rash and 

was given a shot of the new wonder drug Penicillin to which he proved allergic and came out in nasty 

blisters - much worse than the original rash! He was pulled out of the front line and none of his troop 

survived the Rhine crossing. He was invalided back to the UK where he used his considerable typing 

skills (learned in the Police!) to bag a job as a clerk. He then had the enjoyable experience of drawing 

up his own discharge papers, returning to Reigate Borough and re-joining his brother John. We think 

someone was watching over him at that time! 

His medals reflect his war service, not unusual or especially noteworthy ones but a typical collection 

for those who joined up and fought at that time. There is also a Police long service medal. Quietly, 

he was proud of the medals (rightly so) and as a demonstration of that, and his enduring sense of 

humour, we found him sitting up in bed, in his pyjamas, wearing the full set on the morning of the 

50th anniversary of D Day. 

Death of ex-Sergeant Reginald Charles Brownlow 

1991 February 9: Off Beat: On the 6 December 1990 ex sergeant Reginald Brownlow died at the 

age of 84 years and Reigate lost one of its distinguished former policemen who made a considerable 

contribution to the Borough. He joined the Reigate Borough Police in August 1925 and after early 

years on the beat he became one of the first motorcyclists in the Force. He was promoted to sergeant 

in September 1940 and transferred to the Surrey Joint Force in February 1943. He was commended 

on numerous occasions with special mention for bravery when he risked his life to save Gatton Manor 

during a serious fire in 1934. Mr. Brownlow played a leading part in making Reigate Borough Police 

the police national tug of war and First Aid national champions. He joined the army in 1944 and 

landed in Normandy shortly after D Day and rose to the rank of major when he joined the control 

commission to assist in the rehabilitation of occupied Germany for which he was personally thanked 

by General Montgomery.  He returned to the Borough police and retired in 1948 

 



Robert Bartlett April 15, 2022, 938at938@gmail.com 
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1992: The author then Chief Superintendent Bartlett, in charge Eastern Division in his office 

at Reigate alongside a picture of Chief Constable William Beacher 

 


