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Police Sergeant George Ellis James Capelin

Reigate Borough Police and Surrey Constabulary
Served Royal Air Force 1922 -1931
Police officer 1931- 1956
Died 1974
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The following documents came from Sergeant Capelin’s daughter Jill Bracken who
now lives in Sussex and gave the originals to retired Surrey officer Tony Collman.
Copies of the documents will be forwarded to the County Record Office at Woking.

SURREY CONSTABULARY
APPOINTMENT BOOK

NAME George Ellis James Capelin

AGE 26 years. Born in 1905 HEIGHT 5 ft11 ins. COMPLEXION
Dark

HAIR- White EYES Brown—- MARKS-scaronfirst finger of right hand

BORN in the parishof  Horsham in the county of Sussex

Married on 26/7/33 to Joyce Beatrice with children.

TRADE Fitter LAST RESIDENCE—Police Station, Crawley —

BY WHOM LAST EMPLOYED, AND WHERE Royal Air Force

WHAT RELATIVES RESIDING IN SURREY AND WHERE -

PREVIOUS PUBLIC SERVICE Royal Air Force

LENGTH OF SERVICE 12/9/22 - 12/7/31

NO. ON COLLAR 480

DATE OF APPOINTMENT 17th July 1931

WHEN SWORN IN AND WHERE -

BEFORE WHAT MAGISTRATES

WHERE FIRST STATIONED Reigate Borough

Promotions
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Date From To
17.7.31 Constable
17.4.42 Temporary Sergeant
29.1.43 Constable
6.8.46 Acting Sergeant
30.3.47 Temporary Sergeant
1.1.50 Sergeant
Removals
Date From To
Examinations
Date Date
10.4.36 Passed for Sergeant in
exam subjects.
10.6.37 Passed for Sergeant in
police duties

Commendations, courses and service
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Date

31.7.34

17.8.34

27.2.36

7.2.38

18.6.38

26.9.38

4.5.42

16.1.43

4.1.43

29.1.43

Commended by CC for his
promptness and zeal in detaining
4 men in a car suspected of

Garage breaking in Horley on
27.7.34.

Commended by DCC of Surrey
for his prompt action and
assistance rendered in the above
case.

Commended (with Sgt Kimber)
by CC for their activities on
14.2.36 in arresting W.D. Fish of
Reigate for a series of
housebreaking.

Watch Committee, on
recommendation of CC, resolved
that a commendation be
recorded in favor of this officer
for services rendered at a fire at
22 Oakdene Rd, Redhill on
19.1.38.

Commended by CC and CC of
Guildford for his prompt action
in connection with an accident to
R.A.C. Scout Harvey at
Guildford on 13.5.38

Congratulated by the CC for his
assistance to Sgt Kimber in case
of pedal cycle — F A Crodden.

Promoted to the rank of T/SGT
having obtained a 1% class cert in
ARP at Falfield.

Attended a course of instruction
in wartime duties held at

Southampton.

Resumed he normal duties from
secondment to ARP.

To detecting duties.
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12.11.43 | Passed with credit bomb course
at T. Wells.

1949 Gave notice of wish to pay
pension contributions at the
higher rate.

6.7. 49
Accepted averaging for pension.

14.10.53 | Police Long Service and Good

Conduct Medal.
25.8.74 | Died.
DISCIPLINARY OFFENCES
Date | Nature of Offences Punishment
7.10. | Neglect of Duties Charge not sustained.
46

CAUSE AND DATE OF REMOVAL FROM THE FORCE Pensioned on completion of
service 1 December 1956

CONDUCT DURING SERVICE Exemplary

DATE OF CERTIFICATE 6 12 56

COMPLETED 25 Years, Approved Service.

Amount of pay on retirement £ Average for the last three years £ 674.2.7

Pension @ 30/60 £337.1.3 or Gratuity £ Granted.
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Reigate Borough Police with George Capelin front right

George Capelin’s medals

Some family background

Jill Bracken, of Merstham, who spotted a photograph of her grandmother Sarah
Capelin in a picture of the Crawley WI, taken in East Park c1927, published in the
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Sussex Express. Sarah — known to her friends as Sally — lived in Crawley for more
than 40 years and was the wife of Crawley police officer Sgt Stephen Capelin.

Sally served on the management committee of the Crawley and District Co-operative
Society from 1923-1951 and never missed a meeting. She was also on the Co-
operative Education Committee and was secretary of the Co-operative Women’s
Guild. She served on the parish council and was vice-president of the WI. During the
Second World War she assisted with food control and was very well known as an
organiser of whist drives. She died in 1959 at the home of her daughter in Beruit.

As for her husband Sergeant Stephen Capelin, he appeared to have been a no-
nonsense type of officer. The following was printed in an Australian newspaper The
Barrier Miner, on Wednesday January 11 1933 published and was taken from an
article published in the London Evening News the week before. It read: “A police
Sergeant who ought to know — in fact, he has been called: Britain’s champion bandit
catcher — says that nine times out of ten motor bandits are cowards at heart.

This police sergeant, Stephen Capelin is an officer six feet tall, and is known as the
Sergeant of Crawley Level Crossing. He has just retired after having been in charge of
Crawley police station since 1914; altogether he has been 33 years in the police.
Twice he has arrested five motor bandits at a time. On three other occasions he has
laid the net, which resulted in the capture of five motor bandits — 15 in all. His total
‘bag’ of bandits and car thieves must be nearly 100 and at least half-a-dozen times he
has been commended by magistrates in different parts of Sussex on his captures.
Sergeant Capelin, talking about the bandits he has caught, said: “They are mostly
cowards. Nine times out of ten they show no fight at all when you get them in a tight
corner. They just give in.” Sergeant Capelin thinks the motor bandit problem is the
most difficult with which the police have to deal. “Close co-operation between police
forces, rapid communication of crime news, and quick actions once you get the news
are the only ways of stamping out these people,” he said. “And always remember that
nine times out of ten the motor bandit is a coward.”

Stephen’s granddaughter Jill Bracken recalls that her grandfather’s way of arresting
the so-called bandits was to close the railway crossing gates!

Sgt Capelin’s son George joined the Reigate Borough Police and went on to serve
with the Surrey Constabulary upon amalgamation in 1947 having worked as one force
during the Second World War.

Jill Bracken remembers that in the early 1930s, the chief constable of the Reigate
police force was Mr William Beacher. He was very keen on getting his officers to
take part in various sporting activities, such as tug of war matches. “Mr Beacher
would go around Reigate and Redhill on a white horse,” said Jill. “My father would
also sometimes go around his beat on a horse.”
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During the Second World War, the Reigate police station was based in what is now
which is now Reigate Town Hall, Castlefield Road, in Reigate. After the war, the
police moved to Churchfelle, Chart Lane, Reigate a house still standing by the tight
bend opposite St Mary’s Church.

The Redhill police officers had a station, which stood near the swimming pool in
London Road, Redhill, next to the fire station. All three of these buildings have since
disappeared and, for the last few decades, the main police station for Reigate and
Redhill and other parts of East Surrey has operated from modern premises at Reigate
Road. Extensive refurbishment of these offices has taken place in recent years.

The point duty police officer used to stand at the crossroads in Redhill town centre
and if he needed to summon help, he had to use a special police telephone, which was
fixed to the wall of Lloyds Bank.

Local historian Alan Moore, who has written two books on the history of Redhill,
notes that the first “police” in Reigate manorial days were borough and parish
constables and it was not until 1851 when a police presence other than these was
established by Surrey in London Road, Redhill. It later moved to Reigate and at one
time there was a sergeant and six constables for whom the parish paid into the county
rate. Incorporation in 1863 was followed by the creation of the Borough of Reigate’s
own force in 1864. There was to be a superintendent at £90 per annum plus quarters, a
sergeant at 21s- per week and eight constables at 18s per week,” writes Mr Moore.

“The first head constable was George Gifford but he lasted only nine days and was
succeeded by George Rogers, who held the post for many years. The station house
was at 3, Carlton Terrace, Redhill, alongside the Market Hall, but as there were no
lock-up facilities, prisoners had to be catered for elsewhere until a house in West
Street, Reigate, was rented at £25 per annum and the cellar was converted to two
cells. In August of 1864 consideration was given to the siting of a central police
station near Shaw’s Corner, Redhill, and land for the purpose was purchased from Mr
Waterlow, of High Trees, Reigate. The project never got under way and the land deal
was eventually reversed. A new police station was built alongside the Market Hall in
1866 and became the headquarters for the two towns. Reigate’s station remained,
although it was moved from West Street to premises between the Public Hall and the
Congregational Church.

The title of “superintendent of police” was changed to “head constable” in 1870.

In these early years, hours and conditions were onerous, as were the rules — ‘no PC to
leave the borough without permission, nor to be in the borough out of uniform
whether on or off duty’ — and the behaviour of the locals left something to be desired,
for in May of 1882, the watch committee resolved, ‘that the head constable take steps
to render the High Street more orderly on a Saturday evening. Perhaps Saturday
nights in “Red Hill” had always been rowdy, for the watch committee minutes of
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November 1864 authorised the superintendent to ‘buy a new hat to replace one
destroyed by the crowd’.

The expression ‘you just can’t get the staff’, has the meaning that those you do get are
less that satisfactory. This could well have applied to the Borough of Reigate’s early
police force for in 1864, the first year of its existence, PC Stovell was fined for
misconduct, PC Dashwood, and later PC Stovell, were discharged (reason not given),
PC Foss was reprimanded and later fined five shillings, PC Ison was told to be more
respectful and later fined one day’s pay, PC Harling was convicted of stealing, and
PC Serjeant was reprimanded for ‘exposing an immoral article’.

Drink was the downfall of several PCs, as in 1865 PCs Baugh and Beddington were
dismissed for being drunk, and in 1871 PC Lewis was dismissed for drinking with
poachers.

In 1874, PC Whiteland was dismissed for ‘being found in a house of ill fame”.!

2008 deaths

Mrs Joy Capelin Widow of retired Sergeant George Capelin®

! http://www.online-bookshop.co.uk/2013/06/some-of-the-boys-in-blue-appeared-to-slip-into-a-
2 Surrey Police Retired Comrades Association records
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GRNERAL ORLER NO1 349. Chief Comstable's 0Office,
REIGATR.

Tues. 31.‘ nl’. 193‘-

P.C.No: 3. CAFPRLIN,

ATRESTS FOR OTHMR YORCES.

B L L L L LTt

¥ith reference to the above matter.
CHIXEY CONSTANLE has much pleasure in comsending P.C.3.
CAPELIN, on his promptness amnd zeal recently when, in
response to & telephone message received from HORLEY
POLICE im the early hours of the merming, requesting a
ELUT SALOON MOTOR CAR to be stopped - suspected of
GARAGEBREAKING at HOHLEY, P.C. CAPELIN, who at the time
was Statiom Officer, took upen himeself & *"Policeman's*
1ot and responsibility and acted accordingly - transmitting
the message to REICATE DIVISION snd then proceeded to
NEDHILL TOWN where he subsequently detainmed a NLUE 5 ALOON
MOTOR CAR containing 4 men, the occupants of which proved
to be the wanted persens.

This is not omnly & credit to himself but
to the Force generally.

Chief Constable is always pleashd to effect
an arrest for other Porces i oieh & manper. This is

good work.

11
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REICATS BOROUGH PoLICE

Chief Censtable's Office,
REIOATE.
OENESAL ORDER: 354 17¢h Asguet, 1934.

m-mm

JARCESY OF OLL - MORLEY. 27/7/34.
The Chief Conntable has plessure in submitting

below & ug of lotter received from m au

*  ¥With reference te the abeve cane,

I bave to iaform you that on the Jrd inmet.
4 sen wore dealt with at the Reigate
Toity Sension for this offence.

The Chalrman of the Demch, Dr.
Freshfield, sald be conald ered m‘nuu
sotion commendable. The police efficers
comcornmed in the arrests were P.C.n.
and ¥ileen of this Force, amd F.C.
of Roigate Boreugh Pelice. F.C. Capelin
ao atopped ihe oar of the escaping
thieves in respompe 10 & tolepheone
sessage, and 1 shall be very tefal
if you will cemvey to him my for »
the prempt sotiom he toek and the able
sasiotance whioh he remdered teo this

Thanking you in anticipatiem,
Yours falthfully,

The m.n' Ohies Constabl
o,

Chief Constable, o

Religate Boreugh Police. lM 3

eapecially in the esrly merning hours - for a tien
Officer te be able %o thins and then

carry out the neosssary sotion himse
succesaful resulta. .

Yours truly,

Chief Censtable,

12
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Chief Comstadle‘s 0ffice,
KRIGATE.
10%h Yebruary, 1530,

GENERAL ORDERs No, 932.

] PIKE AT 22 OMAIENE XD, REIEILL.
The Wateh Committee at ita Neeting on Mosfay,
22 Bis seel st Siifgenco st s Tire st I3 OaXdsns BE.
EEDELLL, on Wed, 13th Jemuary, 1938.
Foeco CAFELIE ucted with comsidesadle coursge
and proaptuness, dlsplaying ability sa=sd rescurce a2 a
yoline ﬁmm%#&.ﬁﬂm‘-‘

Gangsrous task. Whilst
ea his work, the Chief

slscing the facts mumaun.mm
of Life from Pirs for their comsidersticn ssd dectsion
as to @ further Award %o this Yoree for oreditadle
conduet at the sceme of fire lamveiving risx of 1ife,

By Orders
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REIGATE BOROUGH POLICE,

TELEPNONE Xuw, |

BAPGAT £ Yoo ik
X DNILL, X 1. 51.{:‘ %«/ %MM é Wd\h
Cowse Honses
Hecgate.
N _ N3
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SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL

CLERK’S DEPARTMENT
County Hall, Kingston upon Thames

Kingston 9494 ext. Your Ref:: / : .
= b e 24th. June, 1967.

Dear George,

Hay I wish you every happiness in your retirement.

I feel certain that you have made a very wise decision
especially as things are likely to be somewhat hectic in Civil
Defence from now onwards.

Perhaps you will manage to look in on me before you
loave but whether you can or not plemse remember that if at any
time I can be of service to you I shall feel honoured if you ask
me for such help as I can give.

Please give my regards to your sister and tell your
wife that I hope she keeps you busy.

Yours sincerely,

G. Capelin, Zsq.,

19



