
Robert	
  Bartlett	
   938@938.me.uk	
   April	
  18	
  2014	
  
	
  

	
   1	
  

	
  
Police Constable Frederick Kendall 

Guildford Borough Police 
Served 1927-1958 
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The funeral procession of Chief Constable Nichols, Guildford Borough 1929 
North Street, Guildford The photograph may include PC Kendall but in any 

case shows the uniform and the crowds that indicate the respect shown 
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1934 PC Kendall:1 In 1934 with the passing of the Road Traffic Act it was necessary 
to enforce it but Mr Nicholas the Chief Constable was dead against motor transport of 
any sort however we had to do something and a Ford Model 8 was purchased and PC 
Kendall became the first driver with PC Rook. “We had another officer with us as 
observer and worked 0900-1700 and no night duties. We did not have to make any 
“rings” but we were restricted to the Borough and called in at the station when 
passing to check if we were required as there were no radios.”  
 
The total strength of the force was 30 the Chief Constable being number 1 and so on 
down the ranks.  
 
There were no ambulances so the police kept a hand ambulance at the station for 
carrying injured people, suicides etc.  
 

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
1 Note from PC Kendall biography  
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One of the conditions of service was that an officer had to be able to swim and had to 
qualify as a lifesaver along with first aid training.  
 
There was no wireless in use in the Borough before the War and when the first sets 
were used one was fitted to a Sunbeam Talbot patrol car and PC Kendall responded to 
the first emergency call, which was to a suspected housebreaking at Old Woking. 
 
1945 PC Sivill2 was sent to Preston on an advanced driver’s course run by the 
Lancashire Constabulary and was subsequently posted to the County Traffic 
Depatment with PC Kendall. After a varied career in the Constabulary he returned to 
Guidford from where he retired in 1967 
 
1948 28 September PC Kendall now an ex-Borough officer was on night duty and 
called to a woman suffering from the after effects of childbirth and who was reported 
at 0100 to be in the River Wey at Farnham. Along with another officer he was able to 
save the woman from drowning. For this action PC Kendall was awarded a Royal 
Humane Society Award on Vellum. 3 
	
  
	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
2 Biographical note from Mr Sivill early 1980s  
3 Notes from www.surrey-constabulary.com 
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