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Anthony (Tony) Forward 
Chief Superintendent, Surrey Constabulary 

1958-1987 
 

 
 

This pictorial biography has been completed at the request of the Editor with the support 

of Tony who ñvolunteeredò to be the first to write up his biography in February 2023. All 

the photos came from the Surrey Constabulary collection. 

 

Why do we wait for someone to die before we celebrate their lives and the contribution 

they have made to their communities. This will go into the archives, published in Surrey 

Constabulary History and a shorter version in the Old and Bold newsletter and probably 

placed on the Old Comrades website. The editor welcomes other former members of the 

Surrey Constabulary to work with him in producing similar documents. 

From Tony Forward February 2023: Born in Farnham, on 1 November 1938. I left 

Ottershaw School (boarding) with a few óOô levels in July 1955 at the age of 16 and joined 

Surrey Constabulary as Police Cadet 43 in September the same year.  I was on the first official 

4-week course for police cadets.  It was a mixture of Surrey, Berkshire and Reading Borough 

cadets.  I was posted to Guildford Police Station to work under Sgt Bert Field in DO.   After 3 

months I was posted to Accident Dept at HQ.  They were short of a typist and I had come top 

of typing on the course. 
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In June 1956, I was called up for National Service in the RAF.  I was 17 ½ and had applied for 

an early call-up which cadets could do then.  I trained as an Air Wireless Mechanic and spent 

most of my time at RAF Thorney Island on the south coast.  I was demobbed in June 1958 and 

re-joined Surrey Constabulary as PC 761 the same month.  My police career is outlined below. 

I think I hold the record for the number of postings! 

  

I have two sons from my first marriage. 

  

I have previously been President of Ottershaw School Old Boysô Society, President of Woking 

District Rotary Club, President of The National Association of Toastmasters, Chairman of 

SPRCA, Chairman of Wood Street Village Horticultural Society and Secretary of the Chief 

Superintendentsô Club since 1994 until the present day. 

  

Since retirement I have done the following: After dinner speaking in UK, Europe and USA.  In 

1987 I won a national after-dinner speaking competition.   With my wife, I set up an 

entertainment agency that was eventually sold to Bernard Cribbins and his wife.  (We booked 

everything from strippers to opera singers.  I did not go to see the opera singers very often!) I 

bought and ran Morley Associates, supplying police forces and government departments with 

memorabilia.  I sold that to one of my suppliers in Wiltshire. 

 

I was head-hunted to be on the board of directors of a security company supplying CCTV 

throughout the UK and Northern Europe, that I eventually retired from. I became a professional 

toastmaster and as such worked throughout the UK, Europe, Asia and the USA.  I retired after 

20 years. 

 

Overlapping with this was 7 years as a funeral celebrant, during which time I conducted over 

five hundred funerals including a number of retired colleagues. 

 

I retired from everything in 2017. 

 

In 2021, I moved with my wife to the West Sussex coast and enjoy a walk on the beach most 

days.For some time now I have been writing a book ñIn the nick of timeò, about my exploits 

as a PC. 

Postings and Promotions 
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1955 Cadets ï Tony Middle of back row. Other Surrey cadets include Bob Sinden, Geoff 

Todd, Brian Hopkins, Bob Watford, Pete Devereux. Front Sergeant Doug Hayball 

Inspector jack Gower, Assistant Chief Constable Hall, Sergeant Taffy Morgan ex Welsh 

Guards drill instructor, then front right Sergeant Dickie Noad. Tony was issued with a 

PCs tunic because he was too long in the body for a battle dress blouse.  The two on the 

right of the back row are Baillis and Cronin.  I donôt think either of them made it to 

PC.  Extreme left in back row is Clive Warren.  He became a PC but did not stay long.  

 

 
October 1970 

 



 6 

 
Winston Salem officers with Chief Constable Matthews, Tony Forward, Dave Stewart, 

Des Flanders 1971 
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Tony Forward, USA officers, Des Flanders, Mervyn Saunders and Chief Constable 

Matthews 

 
1970s 

 

 

 
1975 Camberley 
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With Lionel Attwood ï commentating on Force Family Day 
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December 1977 Off Beat Police Sergeants Graham Westmore and John Stone 

 
 

1981 Long Service Medal: Rear left Mick Horne, Charlie Mitchell, Tony Forward, 

Dougie Buckman, Graham Burnett, John Molineux, Keith Carpenter (PC261), Front 

Danny McNulty, John Horton, Ted King, Roy Standford, Bill Harding, Mark 

Hutchings 

 

 

 
The Senior Officers Dining Club Xmas dinner 1978/79 
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Tony Forward with David Harding White Lodge  

 

 
1983 
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1986 SODC Atkins, Richardson, Forward, Hoddinot, O'Byrne, Elliott, Flanders, guest 

front Evans, Hayes and guests  
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1990 Tony: Chertsey Football Ground during my time at ñAò Division as Supt.  ñAò 

Division played a Showbiz 11 in a football match.  There was a clown on their side who 

pushed a custard pie into the face of senior ñAò supporters, of whom I was one. 

 

 
Tony retired on 1st September 1987 
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Tony Forward May 1987 after dinner speaker award May 1987 Off Beat 

 

 
Toastmaster: With then newsreader and celebrity, Natasha Kaplinski.  It was the Cargo 

Airline of the Year Awards at the Lancaster London Hotel, a job I did for 18 years 
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2005 Chief Superintendentsô Club 

 

 
2005 Spain 

 

Old Comrades 2005 
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Tony Forward, Chris Atkins, Strella Atkins Peter Wickens 2006 Chief Superintendentsô 

Club 

 

 

 
Traffic Reunion 2006 
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2007 Remembrance HQ 

 

 
Clive Hanks Old Comrades HQ 

 

 
2008 
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2009 Reunion with Chief Constable Mark Rowley 

 

 

Spain: Ken Langridge, Nick Brent, Tony Forward, Anna Cooper and Brian Hayes 2009 
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Police Memorial Day 2009 Cardiff John Wright, Tony Forward and Chief Constable 

Mark Rowley, Mr. and Mrs John Wright  

 

 
2009 
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Fred Smith Remembrance HQ 2009 

 

 

Eggheads 2010 

 

 

CID Reunion 
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NARPO 2010 Burford Bridge Forward, Hanks, Stone, Davie Mundell, Coole, Hunt, 

Harding, Goody, Breckell, Sandford, Wickens 

 

 
Belfast 2011 Diamond Federation, Forward, Bartlett chairman Old Comrades, CC 

Mark Rowley Spike Milligan NARPO. Police National Memorial Day 
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2011with former Chief Constable Sir Brian Hayes 

 

 
Des Flanders 2011 

 

  

2012 Mason memorial inauguration Mount Browne 
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2012 Old Comrades Committee meeting 

 

 

 

 
With Tony Suter Old Comrades committee 2012 
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2012 NARPO AGM David Harding Peter Wickens 

 

 
Retired Comrades June 2012 Gerry Atfield and Paddy Swain 
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Chief Superintendent Club 2012 

 

 
Tony and Mrs Grey Tony Forward and Chris Atkins 5 August 2012 Chief 

Superintendentsô Club 

 
Peter Wickens, Alan Blondell, John Hurst, Tony Forward, Frank Chilmaid, Mrs 

Botting, Gerry Atfield, Tony Grey, David Eades, Robert Bartlett, Chris Atkins, Des 

Flanders, Bob Cozens 2012  
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National Police Memorial Day October 2012 Chief Constable Lynne Owens 

 

 
 

 
2013 Tony Forward with Chief Constable Lynne Owens 2013 Crimestoppers Dinner 

 



 26 

 
Frank Chilmaid 2013 

 
 

 
Kevin Morris Old Comrades AGM 2013 
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2015 Chris Farmer Graham Marshall 

 

 
2015 Retired Comrades - auction 

 

 
Memorial unveiling Mount Browne 2015 
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2017 Fred Smith, Bob Bartlett, Tony ï Old Comrades 

 

 
Chief Constable Stevens 2019 

 

 
2019 Tony Grey and Sir Brian Hayes 
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2020 
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Superintendent Trevor Saunders 
Deputy to the Divisional Chief Superintendent 

Surrey Constabulary, Eastern Division 

Retired 1990 - Died 11 May 2006 
 

 

Photos from Mrs Lesley Saunders February 2023 

 

 
 

David Saunders, Trevorôs father ï later Inspector Surrey Constabulary 

 

Superintendent Trevor at Notting Hill Carnival  
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David Saunders first left, middle row. Front centre Deputy Chief Constable Back 

 

 
Off Beat Dec 1991 David Saunders 
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Trevor a tall heavily built man dwarfs this Triumph Speed twin in 1964 Dorking. It is 

likely that Paul Holt who was also a tall man shared this bike. 

 

 

 

 
 

1970 
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1971 Ray Goodey, Robin O'Neil, Peter May, Bert Hacker, Denis Huughes, Trevor 

Saunders, Ray Hussey, Archie Newman, Bill Standen, Ian Swaddling, Bramley Hall, Tom 

Trevena, sea fishing 

 

 

Sandgate 1969 Course 245 Police Sergeant Trevor Saunders second right - sitting ï  
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Reigate Division cricket team 1970s 

 

Peter Wickens February 2023:  Back row from left 1st Barry Foote 3rd Trevor Saunders 6th 

Elliott, I think. Font row from left 4th Gerry Hardie and 6th Dennis Edwards. The chap not in 

cricket whites was their umpire, I think. Another cricketer over on the east was Gibbs. The 

annoying thing is that so many look familiar - but its 50 years ago.  
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Trevor Saunders, Chris Atkins, Gerry Atfield, Bernie Buck Radar speed gun 1979  

 

 
Mount Browne, Saunders, Atkins, Atfield, Buck, Radar speed gun 1979 Traffic 
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Conference Room Mount Browne 

 

 
Godstone Traffic Centre 

 

Ch Inspector Saunders with Sir Geoffrey Howe local MP, Chief Superintendent Atfield 

and Chief Constable Sir Peter Matthews 
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Godstone Traffic Inspector 
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Gurney Fund trustees ï Trevor centre rear 

 

 

 
Notting Hill Carnival ï Trevor Saunders, Hants officer, Bob Bartlett for then 

Northamptonshire, Chris Rodgers, Notts officer, Alan Blondell 
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Reigate about 1990 includes Bush, Saunders, front left Beavis, Ted Lawrie, Clinging, 

Ian Rand, Ted Bellingham, Barrett, Sait, Foote, Reigate sub-division 

 

 
 

Off Beat Feb 1991   Rowse, Silk, West, MacCleod, McNulty and Trevor Saunders 
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Police Constable 1175 Richard Pheby 
 

Surrey Constabulary and Surrey Police 

2 June 1986 to 1 June 2016 
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Special Constable Richard Pheby and on appointment to Surrey Constabulary 
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Postings and Training 

 

1986 ï 1991 Camberley beat officer covering the five electoral districts at various times. 

Yorktown/Watchetts, Old Dean/St Pauls and Town Centre. This saw the introduction of NPT 

(Neighbourhood Policing Teams) 

1987 February 1 Declaration of service signed by Chief Constable Brian Hayes 

1991 ï 2004 Chertsey Traffic aka TN (Traffic Northern), MSD (Mobile Support Division), 

SRU (Strategic Roads Unit)  

1992 Traffic legislation and related matters course at Essex HQ 

1993 28 May advanced driver Class 1 

1994 April Tactical Pursuit and Containment Course 

1998 September 3 Vascar Operator course. VASCAR (Vehicle Average Speed Calculator 

and Recorder in-car speed detector) Radar speed gun 

1999 Training Crime Information System: replacing card filing system maintain by the Local 

Intelligence Officer and the need to get offenders previous convictions on micro-fiche from 

New Scotland Yard 

2004 Tracker vehicle locator system 

2004 ï 2006 Woking Casualty Reduction Officer 

2004 June 21 completed a course in the setting up, testing and operating the LT1 20.20 

Speedscope and Lastec recording system. (Laser speed enforcement camera) 

2004 September 17 Police National Computer training 

2005 17 March Risk Assessment Seminar and Workshop  

2006- 2007 ï Driving School 

2006 June Advanced Instructor 

2006 15 September National Tactical Pursuit and Containment Instructorôs Course ï Pursuit 

Management  

2006 December Advanced Driving Skills NVQ equivalent to Advanced Professional 

Diploma level 7 also Police driving Instruction Advanced Diploma 

2007 May 30 Police- First Person at Scene Emergency Aid Skills 

2007 May 30 Emergency Life Support and Defibrillation Skills 

2008 ï Esher Targeted Patrol Team - patrols were directed to concentrate on crime 

hotspots but probably better known as response team 

2008 ï 2014 Staines CID/WFM (Work Force Modernisation) This saw a detective sergeant 

oversee three teams, each of which comprised a DC, PC, a civilian tasking co-ordinator and 

two civilian IOôs (Investigating Officers) NICHE crime reporting system which was meant to 

be a linked national project and replaced CIS. 

2008 23 June to 26 June 2008 Tier 2 interviewing witness and victim 

2008 27 June to July 4, 2008, Tier 2 interviewing a suspect 

2009 May, Accredited Level 1 PIP Professionalising Investigation Programme 

2011 2 June Awarded Police Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 

2013 14 February Initial Pursuit and Stinger Course 

2014 -2015 Prisoner Investigation Unit (PIU) Created to alleviate paperwork for patrolling 

officers. The arresting officers completed booking into custody, basic crime reporting and 

arrest statements before handing over to the PIU to do the interviews, CCTV trawl and court 
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file preparation. This supposedly allowed the officers to get back out onto the streets more 

quickly.  

2015 October ï First Aid 

2016 ï Finalisation and Verification Team ensuring submitted crime reports adhered to 

government guidelines 

2016 1 June Certificate of Service 2 June 1986-1 June 2016 

2016 June 1 Retirement Certificate PC 1175 Richard Pheby  

 

 
PTC Ashford, Kent Initial Course 4/86 Class C 

Back Row PC Pheby Surrey Constabulary 2 left Middle Row 4th WPC Murton  

 

 
Ashford Pass Out 1986 
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WPC Murton Surrey Constabulary on the same initial course 

 

 
PTC Ashford - PC Pheby with parents and twin brother 1986 
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Surrey Constabulary Class 6/86  

 

Police Sergeant Debbie Bouitolt, Venessa Merton, Simon Law, Richard Pheby, Richard 

Miller, John Thompson, Dave Katryniak, Simon Mann, Paul Roberts, Phil Spencer, 

Police Sergeant Paul Wiltshire 
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Surrey Constabulary Class 6/86  

Dave Katryniak, Police Sergeant Chris Chapman, Simon Law, Richard Miller, Paul 

Roberts, Vanessa Merton, Phil Spencer, Richard Pheby, Police Sergeant Neil Butcher, 

John Thompson 

 

 
Camberley Police Station where Richard was to learn his trade! 
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Four Counties Bowling Club Hatfield 26 August 1987 

Don Cooper, Ray Alsop, Eric Coppard, Paul Fagan, Jim Findlay, Richard Pheby, John 

Gladwell, Arnie Lewis, Joe Lester 

 
Surrey Constabulary Sports Association Bowling Team about 1990 

John Wright, Don Cooper, Brian Silver, Joe Lester, Graham Marshall, Chris Kearsey, 

Assistant Chief Constable Tony Grey, John Dobson, Jim Findlay, Richard Pheby, Arnie 

Lewis 
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Surrey Constabulary Sports Association Bowling Team about 1990 

L-R Mick Tapp, Richard Pheby, Paul Fagan, John Wright, Chris Kersey, Joe Lester, 

Tony Grey, John Dobson, Barry Siviers, ?, Arnie Lewis 

 

 

Cartoon by Jooles (PC Crabbe) upon transfer from Camberley to Traffic 
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PC 1175 Richard Pheby joins Chertsey Traffic September 1991  

 

Casualty Reduction Officer vehicles July 2005 

 

 
Casualty Reduction Officer vehicles July 2005 
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Casualty Reduction Officers July 2005 PC's Richard Pheby, Mark Barry and Pete Dean 

 

 
 

Casualty Reduction Officers July 2005 PC's Richard Pheby, Mark Barry and Pete Dean 
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Woking Uncovered 1 August 2005 PC Richard Pheby 

 

 

 
Surrey Driving School Instructorôs Course May/June 2006 

 

PC Pheby, PC Graham students, ?, Cas Trussler Admin, Police Sergeant Chris campion 

Smith, PC Phil Harley PC Mark Williams, Peter Hembury, Alan Bone, PC Graham 

Parker, Vince?, Sue?, Jim Vear, Superintendent Boon 
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Surrey Police National TPAC Instructorôs Course 03/06 September 2006 

Surrey officers Brent Ashworth, Richard Pheby, Geoff Roper, Phil Harley, Nigel 

Parker accompanied by officers from another force 
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                   May 2012 Surrey Police officers off duty in central London for 

demonstration 

 

 

 
Palace to Palace sponsored cycle Sunday 14th October 2012 
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PC Richard Pheby and IO Steve Fanning  

 

 

 

By Buckingham Palace Steve Fanning, Ash Mullem, Sarah Mann, Richard Pheby, Carl 

Emory, Rene Murdoch 
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Palace to Palace sponsored cycle ride. B rota plodders SPCC 18 Sept 2011 DC Ash 

Mullem, IO Steve Fanning, DC Sarah Mann, DC Rene Murdoch, PC Richard Pheby, 

DS Carl Emery and IO Alec Humphries 

 
Surrey Police Cycle Club (SPCC) London to Brighton night ride IO Steve Fanning PC 

Richard Pheby and DC Rene Murdock 26 May 2012 
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2014 Staines CID/WFM team  
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PC Dave Ovenden  

Surrey Constabulary  

Career Traffic Officer  

Chertsey 
 

 

Photos from Dave Ovendenôs collection 

 

 
1976 John Botham, Dave Ovenden and Alan Hobbs 

 

 
Firemen's strike 1978: 7 Gurkha Rifles; Dave Ovenden Ch. Superintendent Jackman, 

Superintendent John Green, Gordon McFarlane 
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Mayor's presentation firemen's strike 1978     1979 Ash/Pirbright Stony Castle Horse 

Guards  

 

 

  
Tanker check Godstone 1985        Road Safety Competition 1986: Dave Stone, Keith 

Redpath, Inspector Brian Craddock, Alan Hobbs, Inspector Eric Adams, Dave 

Ovenden, Supt Danny McNulty and ? 

 

 
Undated: Paul Jobson, Dave Reardon, Mick Burchet, Noddy Hart, Dick Brake, Andy 

Couch, Dick Johnson Front Roy Liney, Dave Hawkins, Simon Hockey, John Hitt, Dave 

Ovenden, Derek Nash, Peter Hembry Chertsey 
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March 1988 Keith Redpath and Dave Ovenden April 1988 

 
February 1990 Ambulance dispute        Commendation Phil Carter, March 1992 

  
Abnormal load old village bank Ripley May 1992.   Inspector Con O'Kelly early 1990s 

 

 
County show 1992 
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McElroy, Hobbs, Shrewsbury, Ovenden, Pratt.               County Show 1994  

  
1996 Young Driver of the Year   Commendations about 1996 
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PC Henry Freeland 

Surrey Constabulary  

1887-1920 

Died aged 33, 25 July 1920 

Served 5th Grenadier Guards 

  First World War  

 

Additional research Jean and Henry Pelham and Robert Simonson 

 

 

Henry was a member of the Surrey Constabulary before the First World War when he served 

in the Guards. H was called up in 1916 but his enlistment was deferred until 1918 when more 

and more men were sought for the army. He re-joined the police in May 1919 but died in July 

1920 just over a year later. His death was caused by problems with his lungs but there are no 

indications that he served overseas and was therefore not subjected to gassing. He was attached 

to the RSDC part of the army but based in the UK for local defence. Was that possibly internal 

defence given the potential for civil unrest post war? Is that why police officers were finally 

called to the colours to serve at home? On leaving the army Henry signed that he had no 

disabilities due to his military service. 

 

 

Freeland Henry PC137 born 1887 and was 26 in June 1912. Joined Surrey Constabulary 16 

December 1912 Defaulterôs Book entry 1647. Grenadier Guards No 32257. Enlisted October 

1916 called up 22 April 1918 aged 31 years 9 months for the duration of the war. Opted for the 

Royal Garrison Artillery with no previous armed forces service. Posted to the 5 Grenadier 

Guards! They liked 5-foot 10-inch former police officers in the Guards. His mother Mary was 

shown as next of kin living at 37, North Road, Hersham. Henry was deemed by the Army to 

have been called for service 2 October 1916 but not called up until 22 April 2018 with the 

military demobilising him 22 May 1919 ï 313 days service. This was not unusual for police 

officers who had their call to the colours registered but they were not summoned until the 

manning crisis of 1918. On Reserve 22 May 1919. 

 

On researching any links between Henryôs early death and military service his records show 

he was an in-patient at Holborn Military Hospital, Mitcham - admitted 21 November 1918 and 

diagnosed with Scabies and discharged 30 November 1918 - no of days in hospital 10. 1  

 

 
1 ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƭƻƴƎƭƻƴƎǘǊŀƛƭΦŎƻΦǳƪκŀǊƳȅκǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎπŀƴŘπŎƻǊǇǎκǘƘŜπǊƻȅŀƭπŘŜŦŜƴŎŜπŎƻǊǇǎπƻŦπмфмсπмфмуκ 



 74 

When at Caterham 10 February 1919 to 15 February 1919 treated probably again for Scabies 

treatment recorded as baths, sulphur and an unintelligible word. He was cured and discharged 

to duty.   

 

On the 8 May 1919, Henry ceased to be attached to RSDC and was based at based Caterham, 

Guards Depot2 18 February 1919 he re-joined Surrey Constabulary May 4, 1919, York Town. 

1918 living in Camberley. Class Z Reserve May 1919. Died 25 July 1920. The army in an 

attempt to reduce false claims had soldiers sign as they were discharged signed that he had no 

disabilities due to his military service. (Record of Service papers) 

 

Disciplined 1 April 1920 he was soon to die. He had been threatened with dismissal if he was 

again untruthful. Henry had missed a conference point and wrote an untruth in his journal. 

 
 

Seven yearsô service in the Surrey Constabulary was approved. 

 

1920 31 July Surrey Advertiser: Death of PC Freeland- Funeral at Hersham: We regret to 

record the death of PC Henry Freeland, second son of the late JW Freeland and of Mrs Freeland, 

of North Road, Hersham, which took place at Trimmerôs Cottage Hospital, Farnham on Sunday 

from pneumonia. Although the deceased had been ailing for some time, he had continued duty 

up to the weekend before last when he went on special duty at Sandown Park races and was 

taken ill on Monday week. He was 33 years of age and joined the Surrey County Constabulary 

in 1912. H was stationed in turn at Woking, Godalming, Yorktown and Heath End near 

Farnham and was very popular with his comrades. The greater part of the deceasedôs service 

was at Camberley. He joined the Army during the war and proceeded to France with the 

Grenadier Guards. On demobilisation he continued police duty at Camberley, being transferred 

May last to Heath End. 

 

The funeral took place at Hersham on Thursday afternoon in the presence of a large gathering. 

The chief mourners were his mother, brother and sisters and his fiancée. The Surrey 

Constabulary was represented by Superintendent Galloway and Inspector Tamplin (Hersham), 

Sergeant Harris Hersham, Sergeant Pink Camberley, and 22 constables from Hersham, 

 
2 The RDC (Not RSDC) had been created ñTo carry out duties connected with the local defence of the United 

Kingdom, including those hitherto performed by the Supernumerary Territorial Force Companies, as well as 

those allotted to the Observer Companies now in process of formation.ò 
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Farnham and Camberley districts. Sergeant Hewitt represented the Special Constabulary. 

Police walked in front of the coffin from North Road and the remains were carried by 

Constables, Hamblin, Abdey, Page, Bicknell, Smith, Currie, Long and Norris. 

 

  

 
Aldershot News 30 July 1920 

 

 From Surrey History Centre 9152/1/2/1/4 SAC with assistance Robert Simonson 
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