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Part Five  

1976- 1992 

Part One to 1986 

 

A Policing Revolution  
 

 

 

Judge King Hamilton said, “PCs Bailey and Redpath behaved in accordance with the highest 

traditions of the police where courage has no boundaries”.  

 

 

WPC Penny Arch arrested a youth with a shotgun late one night in Farnham. When on patrol 

she heard breaking glass and saw a youth running away. He turned and threatened to shoot her 

and then ran off with the officer in pursuit. Joined by PC Dunford they disarmed and arrested 

the youth 
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1976 Friday 9 January: An armed robbery occurred at a garage in Woking. The attendant 

was badly assaulted by a masked man carrying a Luger type pistol who had threatened to shoot 

him. The sum of £120 was stolen from the garage till. On Monday 12 January the same man 

entered a public house in Woking carrying a weapon seriously assaulting the licensee and his 

wife before fleeing. PCs Bailey and Redpath were on patrol in Goldsworth Road unaware of 

the incident when they saw a man dash into a shop doorway about a hundred yards from the 

pub. The officers followed the man and PC Redpath found him in the garden. As PC Bailey 

arrived with a torch he saw that the man was pointing a gun at the police shouting, “Get back 

or I will use the gun” before making his escape. Enquiries locally by detectives visiting known 

criminals found the suspect and he was arrested and charged appearing at the Old Bailey in 

May when he was sentenced to seven years. Judge King Hamilton said “PCs Bailey and 

Redpath behaved in accordance with the highest traditions of the police where courage has no 

boundaries”. Both men received Chief Constable’s commendations as did the two detectives 

Detective Constables Vernon Attwell and Terry Butcher. 

1 

1976: Simon Nelson: When I joined Surrey Constabulary at the end of August 1976, I was 

held back from training school as there was no vacancy for me. I then had to wait for the next 

intake in September before I eventually went down to Ashford, and so I completed two 

induction courses! Whilst waiting I was employed in the offices situated around the top of the 

 
1 Off Beat 
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new force control room which was in the final stages of completion and given odd jobs to do. 

In our office was Inspector John Buxton who was the force "War Duties" officer, and part of 

his duties included checking the early warning sirens and monitors, which were at strategic 

sites all over the county. We were in the "Cold War" and the threat of nuclear attack from the 

USSR was still a real possibility. The sirens were activated from a central point to give 

members of the public warning to take cover. In every Police Station front office there was a 

small grey box on the wall with a receiver and small loudspeaker and on/off switch. When 

switched on it emitted a low peeping sound. The idea was that if there was an imminent threat 

of attack the device was turned on and if the peeping sound changed to a single humming note 

this meant you had a few minutes to take cover!  

 

During probationer training days we were told about radiation and that particles called 

Roentgen were blown by the wind and it depended on the amount of these particles you 

absorbed as to how fast you would die of radiation sickness. So, if the bomb or shock wave 

didn't get you the radiation soon would. Living so near London was not a good place to be! I 

remember Inspector Buxton took me out on one of his inspections of two sirens. One was 

situated facing Guildford town from the edge of the cemetery on The Mount and the other was 

in a corner of Airfield. Finding the one at Dunsfold was not easy and I remember meeting up 

with the Cranleigh Sergeant, Bob Bartlett, who had local knowledge. The sirens were tested by 

turning them on at the site then quickly off again before they could build up speed and noise. 

At the end of the Cold War the sirens were removed and the little grey box in the police station 

was no longer there to check. 

  

PC 1053 Simon Nelson: Application and Recruitment to Surrey Constabulary 1976: I was 

born in East Africa in 1957, where my father had decided to take up farming after leaving the 

RAF at the end of World War Two. My childhood had been spent in Kenya, which was a 

British Colony at that time. I was twelve in April 1970 when Dad decided to return "home" to 

England after an absence of twenty-three years, and to start with we lived with his brother’s 

family in Hook Heath, Woking. This was my introduction to England and the county of Surrey. 

By the time I was about sixteen I had decided I wanted to join the police and because my home 

was in Surrey, the Surrey Constabulary was an obvious choice.  

 

The entry requirements for the Surrey Constabulary at that time were that you had to have a 

minimum of five "O" Levels (GCSE now) including English and Maths or pass the Police entry 

examination if you did not have English or a Maths "O" Level. Men had to at least 5 feet 8 

inches tall, and I think Ladies 5 feet 4 inches. I think it was sometime in January 1976 when I 

was eighteen, I walked from Guildford town to Sandy Lane and up the hill to the Surrey 

Constabulary Headquarters at Mount Browne and asked at the reception about joining up. 

Within about five minutes a uniformed Sergeant appeared with some forms and ushered me 

into a small interview room. He introduced himself as Sergeant Ray Hussey and my impression 

of him was of a very jolly man, friendly, and with a good sense of humour, which put me at 

ease at once. I thought I would not be getting this treatment if I was joining the Army! 
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After checking my height (I was exactly 5 feet 8 inches and had another inch yet to grow) I 

was told that as I did not have a maths "O" Level (I had a maths CSE "Unclassified”) I would 

have to take the combined English and arithmetic test. He then produced the test papers and 

said he would be back in half an hour. I sailed through the English test and then I started 

sweating as I crawled through the arithmetic questions. I had no slide rule and I think 

calculating machines were yet to be invented. Anyway Sergeant Hussey appeared again and he 

waited until I had finished the last few questions and then went away again to mark the papers. 

About ten minutes later he re-appeared with a smile on his face and told me I had passed, and 

that I had just scraped through the arithmetic test! After asking me a few questions about me, 

and why I wanted to join he thanked me and told me that I would hear from them in due course. 

I subsequently received a letter signed by the Chief Constable Peter Matthews dated 22nd 

January 1976 with an application form, which I duly completed and returned as requested. I 

then received a letter dated 17th February 1976 signed for the Chief Constable by 

Superintendent Kirton informing me that I had definitely passed the Police Entrance 

Examination and that there were a number of enquiries to be made. A letter dated 5th March 

1976 then arrived inviting me for an interview at Mount Browne at 8.45 a.m. Monday 22nd 

March 1976. It stated that if this were satisfactory the Chief Police Surgeon would medically 

examine me at 2 p.m. the same day. "The Chief Police Surgeon has requested that all candidates 

for medical examination should have their ears free from wax. It is essential that you should 

see your own doctor prior to this medical examination in order to make sure your ears are free 

from wax” (No cotton buds in 1976?) "A sample of your early morning urine in a sealed and 

labelled bottle will also be required"   

  

Monday the 22nd March 1976 dawned dry and bright (start of the long hot summer of ' ‘76) 

and I duly peed into my labelled bottle and secured the top. I think I had provided about half a 

pint of the stuff in an old pop bottle, and put the bottle in a plastic bag. I then attended Mount 

Browne and met up with Sergeant Hussey who took me along to wait in the front hall of the 

original house where a few other nervous looking characters were sitting in their smartest 

outfits. (Just imagine the 1970's long hair, flared trousers, wide brightly patterned " kipper” 

ties, and jackets with huge wide lapels) I was in my school uniform and tie with my best blazer, 

which was the smartest clothes I possessed at that time. I had even had a haircut. I waited while 

the candidates were led in turn into the Chief Constables office, which reminded me of my 

younger days outside the headmaster’s study waiting to be caned. At least there was no sounds 

emitting from his office of anyone being caned, but the wait was just as terrifying. I was last to 

go in and before I knew it I was sitting directly facing the Chief Constable, Peter Matthews, 

who was flanked on both sides by high ranking officers peering over their spectacles at me. It 

is possible that one of the other officers was Superintendent Kirton. I remember the office was 

on the ground floor in the south corner of the house overlooking the gardens, a lovely relaxing 

view.  

 

The content of the interview is a bit hazy to me now but started off by Peter Matthews asking 

me in his Scottish accent “Well laddie, why do you want to become a Police Constable?”  I 

then launched myself into my carefully prepared speech, which lasted about three words and 

rapidly came out as a stream of on-the-spot improvisation. I said something along the lines of 



Robert Bartlett 16 October 2021 Copyright expressed 938at938@gmail.com 

 

6 

 

“I wanted to serve the people of Surrey, to keep them and their property safe and to keep the 

Queens Peace and lastly to do my best to detect and apprehend offenders.” There were some 

general questions fired at me from the other officers probing into my background and character. 

I told them I was used to discipline having been in the Army Cadet Corps at school and I 

enjoyed games like rugby and football. I am not sure how long the interview took but the next 

thing I knew I was being asked to wait outside where I joined the others who were all asking 

each other about how their interviews went. About an hour later I was invited back into Peter 

Matthew’s office and was greeted with broad smiles from all three officers. Peter Matthews 

said something like “Well I have decided to appoint you as one of my constables, do you have 

any questions?”  I asked him about where I would be stationed, and he told me that Sergeant 

Hussey would ask for preferences but there would be no guarantees. And that was that, only 

three months from initial enquiry to being accepted.  

 

I think all the candidates passed and we all went directly down to the uniform stores to be 

measured up for uniforms. After lunch in the canteen Ray Hussey directed us to a dark blue 

Ford Transit bus and he drove us to a doctor’s surgery at Boxgrove Lane Guildford, which is 

now a children's nursery. I produced my urine sample and after a quick examination by the 

Police Surgeon, Sergeant Hussey drove us to Mount Alvernia Hospital at the top of Harvey 

Road in Guildford where we all had chest X-Rays. Throughout the day Sergeant Hussey had 

entertained us and of course all his war stories about his time in the police were related, 

confirming to me that this was a good decision I had made to join up! 

  

By this time, it was about 3pm and we were all dropped off in North Street opposite the Horse 

and Groom Public House. I remember the pub was still boarded up because of the IRA bomb 

blast there two years earlier. I subsequently received a letter signed by Superintendent Kirton 

for the Chief Constable dated 24th March 1976. This confirmed my appointment as a Police 

Constable with effect from 31st August 1976 and to report at 9.00 a.m. that day for a four-day 

residential course prior to attending the Police Training Centre. This was known as the 

Induction Course and the start of my experiences at Ashford District Police Training School 

Kent, and the Surrey Constabulary.  

 

1976 March 3: Surrey Police said they were unable to act against the owner of a lion that 

jumped on a woman in a leopard skin coat as she made her way to work in Woking. The 

incident occurred in Chertsey Road at 9.30am after the owner had been playing the lion he kept 

in a bus. Robert Bartlett in the middle 1970s in Cranleigh High Street I saw a lion or leopard; 

I cannot now remember which, in a parked car and it caused a stir! At that time, we could do 

nothing but not too long after legislation was passed covering private individuals and the 

ownership of wild animals. 2 

 

1976 March 3: Lion attacks woman but police unable to act: Surrey police said yesterday 

that they were unable to take action against the owner of a lion that jumped on a woman in a 

 
2 The Times March 3 1976 
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leopard skin coat as she was on her way to work in Woking – she was unhurt by the one year 

old 14 stone animal owned by a taxi-company employee. 3 

 

1976 March 10: Man on armed robbery charge: AC aged 29 from north London, was 

remanded in custody until tomorrow week by magistrates at Reigate yesterday accused of 

taking part in an armed robbery and resisting arrest with a gun. The charge involves the robbery 

of a Securicor van when £7000 was taken when a .38 revolver was used with intent to endanger 

life. 4 

1976 About: Bob Scott Drugs and fraud entangled 

I found myself as one of three sergeants working with three DCs from the Drug Squad’s attic 

office at Surrey Police HQ. New as I was to the squad, I didn’t immediately have much to do, 

so I enquired what the box of NHS prescriptions that was sitting on a fellow DS’s desk was all 

about. It transpired that my colleague had asked the NHS prescription payment office in 

Newcastle for them as a local GP had come to his notice, due to the GP’s exceedingly high rate 

of requests for amphetamines to a drug wholesaler that was supplying his in-house dispensary. 

My colleague wished to check where the amphetamines were ultimately going as at that time, 

they were a very popular misused drug. 

It eventually transpired that the GP was the personal recipient of the amphetamines, but I 

couldn’t help but notice that the prescriptions had several alterations to them that didn’t bear 

scrutiny. Prescriptions are generally written in the GP’s consultation room and given to the 

patient, who presents them (in this case) to the GP’s dispensary for preparation and 

dispensing. Why then, had many of these prescriptions been altered (with a different pen) to 

(a) double the amount of the first drug and (b) add an expensive drug. A few judicious enquiries 

with the patients concerned soon established that the original number had been dispensed, the 

additional drug was unknown to the patient and, just to round it off, the drug that had been 

dispensed was a generic version of the drug, not the proprietary (and much more expensive) 

version claimed for. All this meant the GP was being paid a lot more than he was entitled to, 

i.e., he was committing a deliberate and extensive fraud on the Health Service (i.e., the 

taxpayer). Time for another spreadsheet, on this occasion listing the prescriptions by exhibit 

number, content and nature of the “amendments” made.  

A file went to the force solicitors (that’s how it was done in those days) and, sadly for the 

medical profession, the GP found himself before the local magistrates. Outside the court, I was 

subjected to snotty comments from defence counsel for having the temerity to instigate criminal 

proceedings against a professional member of the community. My colleague experienced the 

same attitude when he was subsequently called before the medical discipline hearing. It seems 

that different rules should apply when you are a pillar of the community and not merely a 

member of it. 

 
3 The Times March 3 1976  
4 The Times 10 March 1976  
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The subsequent five years on the Drug Squad and then the force surveillance unit involved the 

usual early starts, long hours and all the paperwork and hassle such work entails. In due course 

I found myself back at Dorking and then Reigate. 5 

1976 March 16: Guard stole from cash bags: PJ aged 26 a Securicor guard stuffed bundles 

of notes into his pockets after slitting cash bags with a razor blade then sewing them up again, 

it was alleged at Reigate Magistrates Court yesterday. He took £2,500. He pleaded guilty and 

was remanded on bail.6 

 

1976 March 18: Doctor fined for drug offences: A doctor from Sunbury was fined £105 by 

Chertsey magistrates for dishonestly obtaining durophet capsules and unlawful possession of a 

controlled drug. He asked for 222 similar cases to be considered. The drugs were obtained in 

Chertsey and Egham in the name of a patient he had not seen for four years. 7 

 

1976 April: Murder of baby Oliver Jackson by Pauline Tidy and body left in freezer at 

Cranleigh: John Hurst/Bob Bartlett: The body was found by Police Sergeant Robert Bartlett, 

the local Sergeant at Cranleigh. PS Bartlett was in Cranleigh office when a father came to report 

his son and the babysitter missing. The sergeant went to the house with the father and began a 

thorough search. Having been through the house they went to a utility room at the back of the 

house. In this room was a large chest freezer that was so popular at that time. They searched 

through the room and at one point both the father and Sergeant Bartlett were at the freezer. 

They looked at each other both realising what we were inferring by even looking into the 

freezer, that the baby-sitter had murdered the son. Yet a thorough search means just that. Search 

everything or any search is of no value. The baby was inside and obviously dead. In accordance 

with all training for actions at the scene of the murder, the body is not touched or moved once 

you are certain that life is extinct. This was obviously the scene of a murder.  Sergeant Bartlett 

called 999 as there were had no personal radios at Cranleigh, to tell them of the murder and the 

local surgery was asked to immediately send a doctor who was there within a few minutes. The 

doctor said that the baby might be in suspended animation. If the child had been put in the 

freezer alive it was possible that he could be resuscitated. There were plenty of examples of 

people falling through ice into freezing water being brought back alive. He rang the hospital in 

Guildford and they obviously and realistically without any choice agreed, and so the police had 

to get the baby as quickly as possible to the Accident and Emergency Department at the Royal 

Surrey in the Farnham Road in Guildford, about twelve miles away.  

 

It was now rush hour. The police car, a Ford Escort, had a blue light but no siren but this 

remained the best option because an ambulance would take too long to arrive. The doctor 

jumped into the passenger seat holding the baby still in the freezer basket, and they drove to 

Guildford as fast as they could not a little concerned about leaving a murder scene unguarded. 

They were met on the A281 to the south of Guildford and escorted by a Traffic car driven by 

Roger Weedon right to casualty entrance at the Royal Surrey in Farnham Road. The sergeant 

 
5 Email Bob Scott to Robert Bartlett March 2021 
6 The Times 1976 March 16  
7 The Times 18 March 1976 
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grabbed the freezer basket containing the baby from the doctor, as he would be more 

recognisable in uniform, and ran into casualty department who by now were expecting them. 

As he arrived in the casualty area the baby fell from the basket onto the floor. It was awful to 

pick up the child like an item of dropped shopping and pop him back in the basket.  

 

The babysitter, a local girl aged nineteen, Pauline Tidy, was arrested in Guildford whilst the 

rush to the hospital was going on. She had got the job as a babysitter on the recommendation 

of the social worker. Tidy was arrested because she telephoned the surgery to speak with the 

social worker saying she was in Guildford. As they were talking a siren could be heard as an 

emergency vehicle passed by the phone box. The social worker had called the police as soon 

as Tidy hung up the phone and told them of the call. It was easier to identify by the type of 

siren which of the emergency services were involved. The police had what were known as 

donkey horns “hee haw, hee haw” and were easily identifiable. Some sharp work by the Control 

Room worked out where at that time a siren was passing a phone box, and police were sent to 

the area and soon arrested Tidy. After pleading guilty, Pauline Tidy was sentenced to be 

detained during Her Majesty’s pleasure in Broadmoor, the hospital for the criminally insane. 

John Hurst led the enquiry.  

The Times: 21 April 1976: Pauline Elizabeth Tidy aged 19, Mead Road, Cranleigh was 

remanded in custody at Guildford charged with murdering Oliver Jackson aged nineteen 

months at his home in Orchard Gardens, Cranleigh. Appeared again on remand and reported 

in  

The Times on the 31 March and described as a student aged nineteen. She was tried and the 

case reported in The Times 29 July 1976: Tidy suffocated the baby with a pillow whilst 

changing his nappy; wrapped his body in a sheet and put him in the deep freezer. This was 

shortly after she had started her job on the recommendations of her health visitor. Tidy was 

found not guilty of murder but guilty of manslaughter on the grounds of diminished 

responsibility. Oliver was the son of Mr and Mrs Ian Jackson who also have a three-year-old 

boy, Gerard. 

 

1976 April 29: Sergeant James Findlay of Surrey Police who chased a gunman who had shot 

a colleague dead and wounded another received the Queen’s Commendation for Brave 

Conduct from Lord Hamilton of Dalzell the Lord Lieutenant of Surrey.8 

 

1976 year of the long hot summer.  The downside, however, were thousands of calls to the 

fire brigade and police reporting fires on commons throughout the county.  Both services were 

working to full capacity and in many instances extra help was provided by the military, which 

used bulldozers and diggers to form firebreaks.  The long hot summer of 1976 was a 

challenging time. The drought and hot weather brought a great many severe fires on the hills 

and   heaths of Surrey. The demands on the Fire Service were so severe that they would only 

attend an incident if lives were in danger or if houses were imminently threatened. Covering 

such a vast area of woodland and open spaces on the sub-division the police would attend any 

reported fire and watch to see what if anything was threatened. Sometimes the Brigade would 

 
8 1976 April 29: The Times 
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attend but the crew would be from the other side of the county, as they had no one else left. A 

particular fire late in the day resulted in a fire engine coming all the way from Caterham to the 

top of Pitch Hill. A major problem with the fires was the peat. If it caught fire, peat would 

smoulder for days if not weeks. The fire went deep into the ground and was virtually impossible 

to put out, and with a strong breeze would again burst into life. The village of Thursley close 

to Hankley was nearly destroyed by fire one afternoon during the drought. As the flames lapped 

across the heathland and up to the edge of this very prosperous village with its large houses 

surrounded by the trees, the army arrived with huge earthmovers carrying bulldozers. Soldiers 

saved the day by driving the bulldozers straight off the back of the low-loaders and immediately 

towards the flames, cutting a fire break and stopping the ever advancing wall of flame and 

smoke towards the houses. Very dramatic and not a little exciting except if it was your house!  

Tony Forward: I was chief inspector at Camberley when there were heath fires all over the 

sub-division.  The A322 Guildford to Bracknell Road had to be closed after flames jumped 

fifty-two feet across it to trees on the other side.  Berkshire Fire Brigade had the services of an 

RAF helicopter that landed on Swindley’s roundabout and went up every hour to see what was 

between the current fire-front and where it was expected to be in one hour.  People, animals 

and vehicles were then removed from that area.  Inspector Chris Rogers from Chertsey Traffic 

Centre was in charge of road closures and diversions.  He and I flew in the helicopter on some 

of its missions.  Rogers, keen for promotion, always sat well inside while I sat in the open 

doorway.  I was sure that I could feel his feet pushing my back!  

 

Camberley was part of Farnham Division, commanded by Chief Superintendent Frank 

Trussler.  He and I were at Deepcut Barracks when flames were getting close to the houses at 

the rear of the officers’ married quarters.  We knocked on all the doors and got the occupants 

to go to the Officer’s Mess for safety.  At one house, there was clean washing including babies’ 

nappies on the line in the back garden.  Nobody was in.  The washing was getting dirty from 

the smuts in the air, so I collected it and put it in the garden shed, where I found six Surrey 

Constabulary ‘no waiting’ cones!  They were delivered anonymously to Camberley Police 

Station the next day.   

 

On one of the days, six PCs and I were using fire beaters to beat out flames alongside the A322 

north of Bagshot.  We had our jackets, ties and hats off and our faces were blackened from the 

ashes.  A mobile refreshment van, normally doing trade in a lay-by on that road at Bagshot but 

now had no passing trade because the road was closed, pulled up beside us.  We all had 

refreshing cold drinks and when I offered to pay, the driver said, “You firemen can have them 

on me, you are doing a good job.  I’ll make the police pay; the bastards shut the road off!”  

 

Tony May: 1975 and 1976 were renowned for their lack of rainfall resulting in the late summer 

(July /August) of 1976 being known as the’ big drought’ Temperatures exceeded 90F on six or 

seven days consecutively and the ground was tinder dry. Thick white and grey smoke lazily 

ascending into a steel blue sky just before midday signalled yet another common fire.  West 

Surrey bore the brunt of these outbreaks. I was Section Sergeant at Haslemere with Sergeant 

John Stone, Sergeant John Boyes at Hindhead and Sergeant Colin White at Milford and we 

were responsible for the vast swathes of Hindhead, Thursley, Milford and Witley Commons 
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mostly owned by the National Trust. Guildford Fire Brigade had its own problems with Wisley, 

Woking with Chobham, and Farnham with Frensham and Crooksbury Commons. There was 

also little help from Hampshire (Bramshott Common) and West Sussex (Woolbeding 

Commons) So it was the two engine retained Fire Brigade at Haslemere and the one engine 

part time Brigade at Godalming which shouldered responsibility. As a fire engine carries little 

water on its own it was down to beating most the fires out by hand.  

 

There is no doubt that many of these fires were started deliberately, small groups of children 

innocently playing would appear, but it was difficult to pin them down unless caught red 

handed with matches. The National Trust’s feeble attempt at fire precautions was in one or two 

specific locations to place a couple of poles with a cross section at one end on which was tacked 

a flap with which to beat out the flames. These were entirely useless as they were so old, they 

immediately fell to bits.  

 

The most common thing was to use a dead tree branch which was just as effective. Our main 

priority was the free passage of traffic but on occasions, roads like the A3 had to be closed 

because of burning verges or zero visibility through the smoke. Dye House Lane in Thursley 

was a typical example; this dips and twists through the hamlet of Thursley towards Churt and 

was constantly encircled by fires. The heathland with it’s mainly heather, birch and spruce 

saplings was fairly easy to contain although the damage to wildlife (snakes, lizards, birds and 

rodents) was horrifying but when the fires spread to the blocks of coniferous pines it was 

reminiscent of the fires in South Australia and Western USA.  

 

A tree could be engulfed in seconds, and it spread fanned by the wind at terrifying speeds.  

Thursley Common was used as a base camp for the Canadian Forces in World War Two and 

traces of it can still be found there. One incident which I still recall and send a shiver down me 

was when I foolishly drove deep into Thursley Common and found myself on the vast concrete 

parade square, suddenly I was trapped, and fire was advancing on three sides including the way 

I had come in. I knew that if I remained in the middle, I would be unharmed (concrete doesn’t 

burn) but it was some time before it was safe to drive rubber tyres back over red-hot ground to 

safety. I eventually emerged half suffocated from smoke with my uniform reeking of it. In early 

September the Government appointed Denis Howell as the Minister for Drought, the day after 

this it rained and didn’t stop for several weeks and that ended it. 

 

1976: An analysis in 1976 of serious burglaries in the county revealed that less than ten per 

cent of the offenders lived in Surrey coming mostly from the Metropolitan Police District.  As 

a result, the Special Crime Patrol was reorganised in October 1977 and in the first eight months 

of 1978 there was a dramatic decrease in break-ins of twenty-five per cent.  

 

1976: WPC Penny Arch arrested a youth with a shotgun late one night in Farnham. When 

on patrol she heard the sound of breaking glass and saw a youth running away. He turned and 
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threatened to shoot her and then ran off with the officer in pursuit. Joined by PC Dunford they 

disarmed and arrested the youth. The Chief Constable commended both. 9 

 
 

1970s Brian Muchmore: There was also a case on Sandy Hills probably in the 70s, when I 

think it was a mother killed a couple of little girls, could have been the father bit hazy now. 

Roger Cole: The family of husband and wife and two or three daughters lived in the terraced 

house, the husband worked nights. His wife was suffering depression and used tights to strangle 

the children whilst they slept and then herself again using tights. I think the husband returned 

home in the morning and found them. The time of death was established as being during the 

time he was at work with his colleagues. I had to spend the entire night shift sitting in the 

lounge guarding the scene.  

Debby Boitoult: Father was working away from home during the week; he came home and 

found all three of his daughters dead in their beds.  Not quite sure of their ages, but they were 

something like three, five and eight.   They had been strangled and the pink scarf or ribbon tied 

round their necks had been made into a perfect bow.    Their mother was also dead in her bed, 

although she was in a bit of a state because the electric blanket was on.   She had a pair of tights 

tied round her neck.   First suspicion fell on the husband, but it turned out that she had killed 

the children and then killed herself using the tights.    It was one of those jobs that always stayed 

in my head, as the children were so lovely. 

Jim Allen: I was the duty CID officer in the 1970s for the triple murder and suicide on the 

Sandy Hills Estate. I was just booking off about 1830hrs when the Station officer (I cannot 

remember who it was)) gave me the phone and said, "There's a doctor on the phone who wants 

to report a triple murder and suicide." I thought to begin with he was joking but soon found out 

that it was true. Superintendent Ken Gosling was in his office, and we decided that we would 

go to the scene in his car. Whilst going up Castle Hill he kept complaining that the car had no 

acceleration, I looked down and saw the hand brake was still fully on, I released it and we made 

much better progress.  

 

Arriving at the scene I went upstairs into the children’s bedroom and saw the small children in 

bed they were tucked up as though asleep, I believe two girls and a boy. I lifted the bed clothes 

and saw a stocking tied tightly around each child’s neck. There was a bad smell coming along 

the landing I walked to the front bedroom of the house and found the body of a female lying 

 
9 Off Beat July 1976 
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on her back on a double bed, the electric blanket was on and there was a stocking tied tightly 

around her neck.  

 

I was later to find out from Dr Ainsworth at the PM that this was a known way of committing 

suicide, but it must be a silk article as this does not release when tightened. The investigation 

team were called and assembled in the front room of the house, where the children had a pet 

hamster in a cage, they also had a pet cat which attacked the hamster cage the door came open 

and the cat was chasing the hamster all over the front room, with senior officer shouting get 

that cat, I manage to grab its tail as it passed me and deposit it out of an open window; a lighter 

moment in a very tragic situation. 

 

1970s early: Alan Fletcher: There was an incident in the early 1970's I believe when two local 

lads from Tongham, "Pixie" Rule and his younger brother burgled the Tongham newsagents. 

The elderly owner disturbed them, and "Pixie" bludgeoned him, and he died within some 

months of the incident, possibly a heart attack. I think the charge was reduced to manslaughter 

at Court. On his release some few years later he himself suffered bad health and died.  

Graham Ingram: I have some knowledge of this as I was the beat bobby at Tongham and was 

involved in the enquiry on the day that the body of Mr Collis, the local newsagent, was found 

under a counter in his little shop. I also attended the CCC for the trial.  

Phil Dunford: I was on the area car, Foxtrot 1, with PC 1098 Chris Williamson, when we 

attended the newsagents that morning. Not sure who the call came from, but I think it was early 

customers concerned to find shop closed but signs of disturbance. We found the owner huddled 

under a counter or worktop, badly beaten. I remember being struck by how one eye was looking 

up at us from the mess that was once a face. I believe he died about a year later bringing in 

discussion about surviving ‘a year and a day’ and thus which offence could be charged. I had 

the pleasure many years later of bringing one of the brothers to court for drink driving which 

he confidently defended himself – and lost. 

 

1976/77: Charlie Frost: Murder of a young boy in the car park of Skeet and Jeffs Builders 

Merchants Church Street, Woking 1976/77.  The boy was about fourteen and was murdered by 

another youth Stephen Handoll who took the change from the deceased's pocket.  He killed 

him by hitting him in the head with a metal clip taken from one of the firms Lorries.  

Peter May: I was at Woking at the time and remember Stephen Handoll who was a complete 

wreck from a totally dysfunctional family.  The tragedy, if I remember correctly, was that the 

week before he had been at court for stealing a bike and was given bail.  The deceased lad was 

of Pakistani origin who was just taking a short-cut home through the builder’s yard.   

Keith Rogers: I was working as a DC with several others; Jock McLachlan was the Detective 

Sergeant and Bill Pirie, Alan Hammond as far as I recall.  

Ann Carter: The boy was in fact called Roy Selvaduri and was the son of the consultant 

radiologist at St. Peter’s Hospital.  He was returning via the small footbridge over the main 

Woking relief road having been to a youth club I believe.  Stephen Patrick Handoll hit him on 

the head with a pallet mover which was in the yard.  I seem to remember that Selvaduri was an 

extremely bright lad and Handoll basically picked an argument with him as he tried to pass him 

on the narrow walkway.  
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I had dealing with Handoll from his secondary school days.  He had been a pupil at Sheerwater 

School and Mr. Osborne the head at the time had a meeting with me regarding this lad.  He 

lived on Sheerwater with his father and sister, not sure what happened to the mother.  Stephen 

came to my notice when he cut the heads off all the goldfish in the school aquarium during half 

term and left them laid out in a row for all the kids to find when the came back.  He was sent 

to another special needs school at Chobham, where he did similar to the school pet 

rabbits!  Ironically, I gave Handoll a warning for theft at the school three years previously and 

he was a real ‘bad lot’ then.  

Ken Halls: Although I had no direct dealings with the murder enquiry I had earlier contact 

with Stephen Handoll when Anne Carter asked me to attend Sheerwater School with her to 

give him a verbal warning because he had cut off the heads of the goldfish in the school 

pond.  One of the teachers had upset him. He showed no remorse. Anne and I both agreed that 

when he got older, he would end up murdering someone if they upset him and he did.  

 

 
Surrey CID 1976 

 

1976 About: Derek Cordery: Murder of an old lady who died in a large house in 

Chiddingfold: Her body was found at the seat of the fire I believe on floor in the bedroom - 

she had been murdered by possibly a gardener. I took her skull to Frimley Park hospital for 

dental checks and identification by her dentist.   

Kevin Morris: I went to Haslemere in 1974 and left in 1976 so I think it was 1976. I was on 

early turn when Operations said that HF were attending a fire at Combe Court which has two 

entrances, one in Combe Lane and the other in Prestwick Lane down at the Chiddingfold end. 

I think most of us knew about the owner Miss Fanshaw and although personally I had not met 

her, the local village constable Colin Grafham had spoken of her frequently.  

 

I followed an HF unit who turned into Combe Court Farm, so I went on and up to Combe 

Court. The place was well alight and other residents who rented apartments/rooms were 

distraught but there was no sign of Miss Fanshaw or her handyman/chauffeur. The car, which 

was usually left out also appeared to be absent, so we were not too worried at first. The car was 

found in a lock up and residents spoke of hearing an argument. I seem to recall Brian 

Richardson was sent as SIO. HF found the body and Brian looked at me and just said "Coroners 

Officer". I got home about 11 pm. Her chauffeur had been seen near the lake shortly after that 
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the blaze was discovered. Her body was badly burnt especially around her head and the floor 

around her head had been burnt through, as it was clearly the seat of the fire. 

 

HF had no hesitation in saying it was suspicious, as an accelerant had obviously been used. 

The PM was by Dr Ainsworth who, for me, was brilliant as he explained everything as he went 

along leaving her head till last. Her skull was just that, a skull burnt, and black no skin or hair 

left but it had been fractured. Inside the fracture Dr Ainsworth found skin, blood and hair so he 

readily exclaimed it was prior to the fire and sufficient to cause death.  

 

The chauffeur was found drowned in the lake and a stain on his clothing proved to be human 

blood (before DNA) and Brian was happy he had a solved case. Now my memory of this was 

that he was Sicilian, and the view was he owed her money, they argued, he killed 

her, poured paraffin over her head and set fire to it. Stricken with grief he wandered down to 

the lake and killed himself, code of honour in Sicily! This was also the only time I ever saw 

the Fire Salvage people. The odd thing is that last summer I got a call from a lady with a 

Northern accent who was asking if I would take photos at her father’s birthday party in the 

grounds of her brother’s house in Chiddingfold. I said yes and agreed a price (along with a 

discussion about her living near my Hometown etc., etc.) To my surprise her brother owns 

Combe Court, big Internet guy apparently and the murder was a big talking point. The place 

had changed a lot but then fires are destructive, but what a coincidence. 

  

John Stone: 1976 is about right for the Chiddingfold murder, for I went to Haslemere in 

1975.  I was one of the first uniformed officers to attend.  The address was "Coombe Court", 

Chiddingfold, and I got my photo' on the front page of the Telegraph with the burning building 

in the background.  The murdered woman's name was Fanny Fanshaw, and the murderer was 

the handyman/gardener whose body was found in the lake in the grounds the following day.  

Jamie Donaldson: I attended as Scenes of Crime Officer. You could just make out the shape 

of a very badly charred body. The scene was utter devastation with the bedroom completely 

gutted. The door was gone and so was part of the floor. The door lock was in the debris and in 

the locked position. Her manservant could not be found. A PM was carried out that evening 

and I attended with Cedric Gardner when a skull fracture was found and a piece of skull about 

two inches by two inches was inside the skull with hair on. This showed the damage had been 

done prior to the fire. The pathologist said it would take considerable force to cause such an 

injury and ruled out a fall making the manservant a suspect. Next day the underwater search 

unit searched a large lake in the grounds of the house and found his body. It is thought he did 

the deed then killed himself. 

 

1976: Annual Report 1979: A study made in 1976 revealed that for every Surrey based 

criminal arrested for burglary thirteen were resident elsewhere, and nine of that thirteen lived 

in the Metropolitan Police District; that is only those that were identified. Surrey experienced 

the second highest number of burglaries where more than a £1000 was stolen. 

 

Special Crime Patrol Unit (Burglary Squad) 
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1976 Marilyn Parsons: I was also on the Burglary Squad when it was first formed in 1976. 

Detective Chief Inspector Taffy Powell started it up. I am not sure how I got selected for it, but 

I was on CID at Woking at the time and DC Murphy and I had uncovered a lot of information 

and property with regard to burglaries, which we had used when setting up the squad. We were 

both seconded at Detective Constables from Woking along with a PC from Woking. There was 

a team of four to each group, a Detective Sergeant, two Detective Constables and a PC. Barry 

Siviers was one of the Detective Constables from SE division. Georgie Wilkinson Detective 

Sergeant from Addlestone, DC Bob Pratt, DC Martin Wise and PC Cliff Cox, Detective 

Sergeant Woodfield, DC Colin Ward, DC Charlie Emmett and PC Pengelley. We had a lot of 

success in the early days. I left in 1980 as I was expecting a baby and that was the end of my 

police career unfortunately, as women couldn't return part time it was all or nothing! We 

worked in pairs within a team of five. I worked with Bob Pratt mostly on George Wilkinson's 

team. Martin Wise worked with Cliff Cox. George Wilkinson was our Sergeant. Bob and I had 

a Beige Cortina with multi-force radios, and we had car-to-car radio link. Graham Powell gave 

our jobs to us at our weekly squad meetings. They would be mostly vehicles seen near or around 

local burglaries where part indexes had been taken. We would house the cars and then the 

owners. They mostly always were in the Metropolitan Police area. We would sit on the suspects 

address for days following them when they left and gathering intelligence on their associates. 

We had to be careful about alerting the local police/CID, as I am afraid there were unscrupulous 

officers around at the time in the Metropolitan Police. This was 1976-80. 

 
I can recall that there were situations where on occasions when we had arrested Met villains 

and had taken then into a Metropolitan Police Station, we would find that the local CID was 

not impressed. London based criminals did not understand that Surrey officers were not 

interested in bribes or a sweetener for "a bit of bail".  If it was thought to be a good case the 

whole squad would end up following the suspects. It was a dawn till dusk operation for days 

on end sometime, before anything happened. We used to get very excited if they came down 

into Surrey whilst following them. On one occasion I can recall Bob and I were involved in 

incidents where we ended up getting the arrest. One of the other teams was tailing a pair of 

breakers who led them from Kent into Surrey into the Dorking area. I think one was called 

"Jack the Hat". They were in a mini. They drove around Dorking early evening with no obvious 
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target in mind. They bought fish and chips and sat and eat them in a local car park and helped 

themselves to a large box and placed it in the car, we couldn't think why at the time. Then they 

parked up in the car park in West Street where all the antique shops are and went on a walk 

about. They took particular interest in a little antique shop in West Street and went around the 

back to see, we guessed, where they would get in. It was still daylight and eventually they 

wandered back to their car. Bob and I sat in the car park watching them from our car; I think 

the term was that we "had the eyeball". I think we must have sat there at last three hours waiting 

for them to move. Meanwhile officers had been positioned around the back of the shop ready 

to pounce. The area was very dark and dimly lit.  

 

At about midnight they got out of the car and picked something up from the ground at the back 

of the car and got their large cardboard box out of the back. They walked into West Street and 

crossed the road. We could see the front of the shop from our car and gave a radio alert to the 

officers around the back. The next scene was like something out of a movie. They threw the 

brick, they had picked up from the ground in the car park, through the front plate glass window 

of the shop, smashing the glass everywhere. The contents of the window display were scooped 

into the box they had taken with them. They then ran back across the road and got into their 

getaway car, a mini!  

 

We were giving a blow-by-blow account to all and directed the officers from behind the shop to 

come into the car park. Somehow our dialogue was missed in the disruption, and they ran from 

behind the shop into the street and saw whom they thought were the culprits wandering up the 

road. They gave chase to a group of young lads, on a night out on their way home. Of course, 

they started running when they saw the (plain clothes) officers chasing them. Meanwhile in the 

car park Bob and I were left to deal with the two trying to make a getaway. I was in the driving 

seat of the Cortina, and I just drove head on with full headlights on into the path of the mini. 

Thankfully they stopped, very surprised. We jumped out and opened the car doors and I told 

Jack the Hat he was nicked. He said, "OK, it’s a fair cop". Well, what else could he say? I just 

hoped that at court he would plead guilty as who would have believed he had said that on 

arrest?  

 

I think it cleared up quite a few burglaries for the Metropolitan Police District and us. On 

another occasion a pair of breakers had been followed by one of the other teams into Surrey 

and ended up in the Fetcham area. When Bob and I joined them up the two were having a drink 

in the pub, which is now an old people’s home. They obviously need some Dutch courage 

before their planned job. They left the pub and drove up a residential road behind the pub. They 

had sussed out one of the properties before the pub stop. A spotter was placed in the house 

opposite and he gave out a running commentary on what they were up to. They went around 

the back of the house and broke in through the kitchen door, I think. They could then be seen 

to search very quickly and effectively the whole house for the type of property they were 

interested in. They then left the house as quickly as they had entered and got into their car and 

drove off. Bob and I were static and followed them up to the roundabout at the top of Young 

Street.  
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We were hoping that we could get a traffic car to stop them as soon as possible, but as luck 

would have it, they were all tied up on something. They were definitely not going to be allowed 

to get away, so we kept up with them down Young Street, where they stopped at a hold up at 

Givons Grove roundabout. We jumped out of the car and opened their car doors. They had no 

idea they had been seen at all. The driver had the contents of what he had taken from the house 

in his lap, mostly carriage clocks and silver. They were caught red handed. 

 

Another good team effort and I believe it cleared up quite a few Surrey offences outstanding 

and some Metropolitan Police ones of course! I guess officers now are not allowed to work in 

this way under the RIPA laws, which is a great shame and of course the culprits do not come 

quietly now like these seasoned breakers used to. Almost gentlemen burglars a dying if not 

dead breed! 1979 Annual report: During the year the officers of the SCP arrested 263 people 

and recovered property to the value of £307,000. 

 

1976: A new era in force communications opened on 6 December 1976 with a purpose-built 

operations room at headquarters.  It replaced the old control room, which had been in existence 

since 1949. Police communications was at the front of the computer revolution ensuring a 

transformation in making data immediately available to control room staff and officers on 

patrol.  

 

 

New Control Room- Ray Elliott in the chair in 1980 

 

1976 April 29: James Findlay of Surrey Police who chased a gunman who had shot one 

colleague dead and wounded another received the Queen’s Commendation for Brave Conduct 

from Lord Hamilton of Dalzell, Lord Lieutenant of Surrey 10 

 

1976 August: Towards the end of the long, hot summer of 1976, Guildford was brought to a 

standstill as two trains collided at Guildford Station. On Thursday August 19 a passenger was 

left with severe spinal injuries when an empty stock movement hit their train. An official 

 
10 1976 April 29: The Times 
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investigation at the time concluded that: “The incident occurred at 18.31 on August 19, while 

the 17.54 electric passenger train from Waterloo to Portsmouth Harbour was crossing lines at 

Guildford Station. An empty coaching stock train, which had previously formed the 17.34 

electric passenger train from Waterloo to Guildford, was set back on a bell signal from the 

guard and collided side-on with the rear of the passenger train. The last two coaches of the 

passenger train and the leading coach of the empty train were derailed. “One passenger 

unfortunately received severe spinal injuries, and seven suffered minor injuries, with six being 

treated in hospital and then released.”11 

 

 

 

 

 
11 http://www.getsurrey.co.uk/news/nostalgia/throwback-thursday-guildford-train-crash-8827649 
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Superintendent David Harding 

 

1976-77 Allan Hurlow I was tasked along with PC John Bonney to sit in the area car for ten 

hours in the middle of Brooklands/Vickers runway at Weybridge. The reason for this was that 

Idi Amin the President of Uganda at the time threatened to come to England to visit the Queen. 

This was obviously taken very seriously by the powers that be. So there we were, half way 

down the runway to try and stop his aircraft from landing. It apparently worked, as we never 

saw a single aircraft all day!  
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John Place dies Obituary Off Beat October 1976 

 

1977 January: Simon Nelson: Armed Deployment Newlands Corner Guildford: In 

January 1977 I had just joined "C" Section at Guildford shortly after leaving Training School. 

My parent constable was PC 795 Nicholas Charles Overton who was an authorised firearms 

officer. On my first set of night duty at about 3 am I was on foot patrol in Guildford High Street 

when "Golf One Zero" Inspector Nick Owen asked for an RV and shortly after screeched to a 

halt beside us in an unmarked dark blue Ford Escort Mk1 and yelled to us to get in. We then 

made our way towards the police station in Margaret Road.  On the way Inspector Owen told 

us that there was a car heading towards Guildford on the A25 having been sighted in Reigate 

and was suspected of containing three armed robbers from the north of England. I think a unit 
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from Reigate was following at a discreet distance and the robbers were not aware of them. 

When we pulled into the car park, we were met by the crew of a marked Triumph Pi Traffic 

car, the driver being PC Roger Weedon, also an authorised shot. I accompanied Inspector 

Owen, PC Weedon and PC Overton to the armoury where Inspector Owen issued a handgun 

and ammunition each to PCs Overton and Weedon who signed for them. PC Overton then 

accompanied PC Weedon and the other Traffic PC in the Traffic car, and they sped off towards 

the A25 with blue light on. Inspector Owen then asked me to get in his car and we drove off 

towards the A25. Luckily it must have been a Sunday/Monday night as there was nothing about 

on the roads at all.  

 

On the way more information was received that the suspect vehicle had continued through 

Dorking and was still heading along the A25 towards Guildford. A short time later we joined 

the A25 from Trodds Lane and saw the Traffic Car parked at the brow of the hill at the entrance 

to Newlands Corner car park. Nearby there was an articulated HGV stationary on the A25. 

Inspector Owen reversed his Escort onto the verge on the left just prior to an entrance to a small 

teashop so that it was facing the A25 road. He then told that and me to stay with the car and 

monitor the force radio on channel “H J 2” if any vehicles came up the A25 from the direction 

of Guildford to stop and tell them the road was blocked and to use the A246 Clandon Road. 

Fortunately, not one car approached me. Sometime later I heard on the radio that the suspect 

car was approaching the Silent Pool and travelling at a normal speed of about forty-to-fifty 

mph and that there were no other cars between the suspect and our position. I then saw that 

some police accident signs and flashing blue lights had been placed out from the Traffic car 

and the Articulated HGV had been moved across the road in a simulated "Jack-knife" accident 

scene and was completely blocking the road.  

 

It was at this stage that my heart started thumping to bursting point and all sorts of things were 

racing through my mind. My main thought was where can I go when the bullets start flying? 

My view of the A25 as it comes up the hill from the direction of Silent Pool was hidden by the 

HGV so I could only sit and listen through the open window of the car. I then heard some 

shouting and at this point I decided to get out of the car and crouch on the far side by one of 

the front wheels and adjacent to the engine, thinking than this must be the thickest part of the 

car and should stop bullets and shot-gun pellets. Just behind me was dense woodland and part 

two of my plan if things went badly wrong was to run and hide. Shortly after this Inspector 

Owen came back and got on the radio and gave a situation report that all three were in custody 

without any problems.  

 

I then went with Inspector Owen to the scene of the stop where I saw the suspect’s car had 

stopped safely and the three occupants were lying face down on the road having been hand 

cuffed. No firearms were found on the occupants, but a search of the car located sawn-off 

shotguns, ammunition, masks and gloves. The prisoners were then separated and taken to 

Guildford. I heard that the occupants had not suspected a thing and that they had stopped 

normally thinking the police were dealing with an accident. They were then confronted with 

the armed officers and were compliant to their orders.    
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1977 January 6: Surrey police have ordered 9 more German made BMW motorcycles but a 

decision on the make of the remaining eight in its vehicle replacement programme will depend 

on results of test runs on the British Triumph Saint 750cc machine.12 

 

1977: Modern "skyshouting" equipment displayed to a military and police audience by the 

army in Hampshire. Surrey and Sussex are using Cessna light aircraft.13 

 

1977 February 7: No prison for unlawful sexual acts: Two judges at the Central Criminal 

Court decided yesterday not to send two men to prison for having unlawful sexual intercourse 

with girls under 16. Mr Justice Cantley told one man aged 20 who admitted offences against 

two girls aged 15 and 13 that he would be fined £100 and not go to prison. Mr Justice Lawson 

conditionally discharged the other man-aged 19 who admitted sexual intercourse with a 13-

year-old who became pregnant. 14 

 

1977 March 3: Surrey police in drug raids: Twelve people have been arrested in another 

drugs raid carried out by police in Surrey. Homes and discos at Guildford were searched for 

cannabis and LSD. Detective Chief Superintendent Ronald Underwood head of Surrey CID 

said, “Substances were found and have been sent for analysis. A number of people were 

arrested and some of them have now been released on police bail pending further enquiries. 15 

 

1977 March 6: Train Stab Case: A 17-year-old youth was charged with the attempted murder 

of Alison Kennedy who was stabbed with a commando knife on a train. Guildford Magistrates 

remanded him in custody until March 13.16 

 

1977 April 15: Julie Andrews’ stepmother found at roadside: Julie Andrews’s stepmother 

Mrs Winifred Wells aged 52 was found last night sitting on a grass verge near her home. She 

had been missing for more than three days. Mrs Wells was seen by the side of the A24 road 

north of Ockley by a passing motorist. Surrey police said she had been taken to Redhill General 

Hospital for an examination. Mrs Wells disappeared after leaving her home near Ockley for a 

bicycle ride on Easter Monday afternoon and police, using dogs and helped by villagers spent 

three days and nights searching the area.17 

 

1977 May:  Tony Forward: HM Queen’s Silver Jubilee Review of the Police Forces of the 

UK.  Peter Matthews, Surrey’s Chief Constable, was President of ACPO.  The Home Office 

wanted to invite the Queen to review representatives from each of the UK police forces.  They 

chose Bramshill Police College.  Mr Matthews insisted it should be at the Metropolitan Police 

Training Centre at Hendon.  He won and put himself in charge of the arrangements.  HM The 

 
12 1977 January 6: The Times 
13 http://www.policeaviationnews.com/Acrobat/index/Chronology2015.pdf 
14 The Times Thursday, Feb 17, 1977 
15 1977 March 3: The Times 
16 The Times 6 March 1977 
17 1977 April 15: The Times 

http://www.policeaviationnews.com/Acrobat/index/Chronology2015.pdf
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Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh spent the day there.  There were Surrey officers with their 

wives as spectators although PC 230 Buss, holder of the Queen’s Commendation for Brave 

Conduct, stationed at Godstone Traffic Centre, represented the Surrey Constabulary in the line 

to be inspected.  Mr Matthews picked his own team of Surrey officers to plan and execute the 

operations of the day.  As well as the parade and inspection, there was a presentation to the 

Queen by Mr Matthews, lunch and a tour of an exhibition in the gymnasium of police vehicles, 

equipment and technology showing the advances made in the 25 years of her reign.  The 

centrepiece of the exhibition was a 1952 Wolsey police car with all its equipment and a 1977 

motorway Range Rover.  The Queen made Mr Matthews a Commander of the Royal Victorian 

Order and all the members of his organising team received the Queen’s Silver Jubilee 

Medal.  They were DCC Chris Rowe, Supt Tony Grey, Supt Vincent McFadden, the Chief 

Constable’s secretary, and Supt Tony Forward.  We also had the job of escorting members of 

the cabinet who attended. 

 

 
Daily Mail Queen Elizabeth Ii Visits Metropolitan Police Training Centre Hendon WPC 

Jackie Parrish of the Surrey Constabulary who holds Queen s commendation for 

bravery. 6 5 77 
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Surrey Constabulary 1977 Jubilee Medal Recipients18 

 

The force was given a quota and the Chief Constable decided that the names of all those who 

had 25 years’ service would be drawn from a hat and given the medal as there was not enough 

for everyone who had that service.  There were many disgruntled non-recipients.19 

 

 
 

ATFIELD, Gerald George - Chief Superintendent. 

BAKER, Nellie Miss - Cleaner. 

BARTLETT, Ronald Thomas William - Constable. 

BATTAMS, George Frederick - Sergeant. 

BELLCHAMBERS, Ronald Cyril Lincoln - Sergeant 

BLACKFORD, Clifford William - Sergeant. 

BLENCOWE, Michael - Sergeant. 

BRISTOW, Eric Roy – Sergeant. 

BROWN, Dennis Edwin - Constable. 

BURFOOT, Dennis Cecil Valentine - Sergeant. 

BURKE, Vera Mrs - Secretary. 

BUSS, Patrick James - Constable. 

CHURCH, William Henry - Chief Inspector. 

CLARKE, Derek Frederick Thomas Tunn - Chief Superintendent, QPM. 

CONSTABLE, John Alfred - Sergeant. 

COPUS, Victor John - Constable 

DELANEY, David Henry - Inspector. 

DIVERS, James Oliver Francis - Constable 

DOBINSON, Charles - Sergeant. 

DRAKELEY, Frederick Raymond - Inspector. 

FEATHERSTONE, Gerald Joseph - Constable. 

FORWARD, Anthony John – Superintendent 

FUTCHER, Joseph Henry - Sergeant. 

GILDER, Wilfred Raymond - Constable 

 
18 From Tony Collman to Robert Bartlett October 2013 
19 Email to author October 2013 



Robert Bartlett 16 October 2021 Copyright expressed 938at938@gmail.com 

 

26 

 

GREEN, John Stephen Herbert - Superintendent. 

GREY, Anthony Michael - Superintendent. 

GRIFFITHS, John - Inspector. 

HAGLEY, Joan Elizabeth Miss - Clerk. 

HALL, Peter Bernard - Constable. 

HAY, Alfred Baldwin - Superintendent. 

HEALEY, Timothy Brendan - Sergeant. 

HEAP, Walter John - Constable 

HOUSE, John Robert - Inspector. 

HUCKLE, Bryon Donald Clifford - Special Sergeant. 

HUGHES, Eric William - Superintendent. 

ILLING, Alexander Anderson - Constable. 

INGRAM, Bertrand Edward - Special Divisional Staff Officer. 

JACKMAN, Maurice Percy - Chief Superintendent. 

JARRETT, Roy Benjamin - Special Divisional Staff Officer. 

JENNINGS, Charles William - Constable. 

KILLICK, Frederick John - Sergeant 

LAMPARD, Norman Archibald - Sergeant. 

LOCK, George - Special Constable 

McFADDEN, Vincent - Chief Inspector. 

MASKELL, John Cyril James - Assistant Chief Constable 

MASON, David James - Constable. 

MATTHEWS, Peter Jack - Chief Constable, OBE, QPM. 

MAXWELL, Archibald John - Superintendent. 

MAY, Harold Anthony - Sergeant 

MILLS, George Alfred - Sergeant. 

MYNOTT, Geoffrey Thomas - Inspector. 

NEVILLE, Spencer Charles John - Chief Superintendent. 

PARKER, Ernest Alfred - Special Constable 

PARRISH, Jacqueline - Constable. 

POCOCK, Donald Frank - Special Divisional Staff Officer. 

ROBBINS, Leslie William - Constable. 

ROWE, Christopher - Assistant Chief Constable, QPM. 

SANDFORD, Peggy Kathleen - Superintendent. 

SHIELDS, Eric Henry Arthur - Sergeant 

STRATTON, Derek Norman - Inspector. 

STREET, Mary Evelyn Miss - Clerk. 

STRUDWICK, Constance Ethel Miss - Clerk. 

SWAIN, Arthur Patrick - Chief Inspector. 

TOBIN, Albert George - Superintendent. 

TUFFIN, Edward Arthur Francis - Constable. 

TYRRELL, Kenneth Gerald - Chief Inspector. 

UNDERWOOD, Ronald Frederick - Chief Superintendent. 

WALTER, John Dennis - Constable. 
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WASHINGTON, Eric - Sergeant. 

WOODMAN, Raymond Sydney – Constable 

 

1977 31 July Surrey Constabulary Thanksgiving Service 

 

Printed booklet entitled, Surrey Constabulary Thanksgiving Service on the occasion of The 

Silver Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and Dedication of the International Police 

Association-Stained Glass Window Sunday, 31st July 1977 11.15 a.m. 

 

The booklet gives brief historical notes regarding the construction and history of the cathedral 

building, the order of service and colour printed images of the Surrey Constabulary Window 

and the International Police Association Window, with accompanying explanatory text. 

Colours carried by PC Patrick Buss 

 

Escort to the Colours: PC Gillian Cozens, Special Chief Inspector Frederick Brown, Police 

Cadet Stephen Haines, ex-Police Sergeant Ronald Pullen and Owen Allard, civilian staff. 

Readings by: Arthur Troop, BEM, Founder of the International Police Association; Peter 

Matthews OBE, QPM – Chief Constable of Surrey. 

 

Intercessions,  dedicatory prayers & blessing: The Right Rev. David Brown – Bishop of 

Guildford Sermon: the Very Rev. Anthony Bridge – the Dean of Guildford Conductor of the 

Choir: Mrs Sara Wood (Holy Trinity, Cookham-on-Thames) Organist – Michael Newton 

 

Trumpeters of the Metropolitan Police Band: PC Arnold Wilson, PC Ivor Thomas; PC Paul 

Kilbey; PC John Jackson by kind permission of David McNee, QPM the Commissioner of the 

Metropolis.20 

 

PC 16 Robert George Cross aged 33 died in a road accident 

 

1977 July 14: PC 16 Robert George Cross aged 33 died in a road accident on the Churt to 

Hindhead Road. He was born on the 18 August 1944 joining the Surrey Constabulary on the 4 

March 1971. PC Cross was found to be dead on arrival at the Cambridge Military Hospital, 

Aldershot. His funeral was held in Hindhead parish church as he had lived in the Hindhead 

police house. PC Cross was found to be dead on arrival at the Cambridge Military Hospital, 

Aldershot. Superintendent Forward who was later to organise the funeral, identified Robert 

Cross’ body. There is a plaque in Hindhead Parish church placed by colleagues on the 

Haslemere Section 

 

 
20 http://archive.guildford-cathedral.org/content/catalogue_item/the-capitular-records-of-guildford-

cathedral/records-of-worship/special-services/surrey-constabulary-thanksgiving-service 
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1977 19 July: Three fined for illegal hunting: Three unemployed men were each fined 

yesterday by magistrates at Guildford for illegally hunting game and trespassing with an air 

gun on the estate of Charles Forte at Ripley. Each was fined £33. 21 

 

1977 The work of the police increased dramatically when the Surrey Fire Brigade took 

industrial action. Police motorcyclists escorted military fire crews to blazes and officers were 

the first to attend many fires to assess the need for additional resources. Extra telephone 

equipment was installed in the operations room and solo manned police cars equipped with fire 

extinguishers were deployed.  

Tony Forward: I was Superintendent at Godalming and used my own car on duty.  All police 

cars were issued with fire extinguishers, and I had a large one on the back seat of my car.  Green 

Goddess fire engines were taken out of mothballs and manned by members of the TA and the 

 
21 The Times 19 Juky 1977 
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Ghurkhas and escorted to incidents by police motorcyclists.  I did not need to use my fire 

extinguisher, but I found myself on the scene of a fatal accident near Chiddingfold in the 

dark.  A car had missed a bend and gone up a tree and the single occupant was killed outright.  A 

Green Goddess arrived, and its headlights were useful to the ambulance crew and me in 

extricating the body.  The crew did not even get out of the vehicle.  

Colin Campbell: Army Ghurkhas were stationed at various locations, such as TA Centres; 

with Bedford 'Green Goddess' fire fighting vehicles. Traffic personnel (mainly motorcyclists) 

worked long hours on standby at these centres, tasked with escorting the vehicles in the event 

a fire. The Ghurkhas were very generous with their hot chilli dishes, which they often prepared 

whilst on standby. If you are ever tempted, watch out - very, very hot, but nevertheless a tasteful 

experience!  

Mark Clark I was at Sandfield Terrace in Guildford, which became almost home because this 

is where having used the place during the ambulance strikes; we escorted the Green Goddesses 

from during two of the Fire Brigade strikes. The Ghurkhas were billeted there, and I don't think 

they have got rid of the curry aroma yet!  

Allan Hurlow: I was in uniform, and my beat was Chertsey. I was ordered to assist the army 

with their Green Goddesses at the Army Cadet Hall in Drill Hall Road Chertsey. We were then 

ordered to base ourselves at The Royal Holloway Sanatorium Virginia Water. The soldiers put 

their gear in a large room and got their cookers going giving me the hottest curry washed down 

with a can of Skoll lager. I was there just the one night and from what I can remember we didn’t 

have a call. My job was to direct the soldiers to locations within our area. 

 

1977 July Colorado beetle found in rye seed on a farm in the east of the county and it became 

an “infected place” 

 

1977 October 13: Superintendent Brian Hayes of Scotland Yard’s Special Branch to be ACC 

(Administration) of Surrey Constabulary22 

 

1977 October An analysis in 1976 of serious burglaries in the county revealed that less than 

10 per cent of the offenders did not live in Surrey but came mostly from the Metropolitan 

Police District.  As a result, the Special Crime Patrol was reorganised in October 1977 and in 

the first eight months of 1978 there was a dramatic decrease in break-ins of 25 per cent.  

 

1977 November 26: Widow murder charge: Roy Tysoe aged 41 of Guildford was remanded 

in custody for seven days by Guildford Magistrates charged with the murder of Mrs Dorothy 

Manley aged 78 a widow at her home in Shalford on Monday.23 

 

1977 December 21 Murder charge: R Daniels aged 32 a taxi driver of Guildford was 

remanded in custody until December 29 by Guildford magistrates yesterday charged with the 

murder of Brian Vaughan aged 19 of the Parachute Regiment who died from stab wound 

yesterday. 24 

 
22 The Times 13 October 1977 
23 The Times 26 November 1977 
24 The Times 21 December 1977 
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1978 January 5: Patient charged attempted rape: A Broadmoor patient aged 23 was 

remanded in custody for five days by Guildford Magistrates Court charged with attempting to 

rape a housewife while he was on a day outing from the hospital at Crowthorne. 25 

 

1978 January 23: The Duke of Kent will dine with the senior officers of the Surrey 

Constabulary on February 28th 26 

 

1978 February: members of the Traffic Department were issued with a new car coat for patrol 

use. The short car coat made by the Scottish Asbestos and Rubber Company of Glasgow in 

nylon. The coats were completely reversible the normal outside being blue and the reversible 

side in safety colour of Saturn yellow27 

 

1978 March 23: Escape from court: A 23-year-old man escaped from two guards yesterday 

at Chertsey Magistrates Court where he was due to face burglary charges. 28 

 

1978 April 13: Move to check trade across the Channel in used cars: A system for checking 

on the cross-Channel market in used cars is being discussed as a way of curbing the lucrative 

flow of stolen cars between Britain and Europe. Surrey Police discovered the most spectacular 

example recently when they unravelled a trade in stolen Rolls Royce and Mercedes-Benz cars 

destined for   Middle Eastern buyers anxious to avoid waiting lists. The cars were stolen in 

Europe, Paris being the favoured venue, driven to Britain and then shipped to the Middle East. 

In Britain last year 30,000 cars were stolen and are unaccounted for.29 

 

1978 Geoff Todd: Operation Countryman: I was Chief Inspector Communications in the 

Surrey Constabulary in 1978.   I cannot recall exactly when it was during that year, but I was 

charged with setting up all the communications needed for the Countryman team in its new 

base at Godalming Police Station.   Apparently, there had been some problems at their original 

base in London and they needed a secure and neutral base to operate from.  Security of their 

new base was imperative, and alarms were installed with (possibly) a direct line link to the 

force HQ at Mount Browne just a few miles away to the north of Godalming.   The base was 

above ground level - second floor.    The Dorset team was led by ACC Len Burt who earlier in 

his service had been involved with the breaking up of the Portland Spy Ring.30 (See 1980 

below) 

 

1978 July 31 Murder John Mullins: Suspect found Not Guilty of Murder - Defence of self-

defence accepted by jury.  

 

 
25 The Times 5 January 1978 
26 The Times 23 January 1978  
27 Off Beat February 1978 
28 The Times 23 March 1978 
29 1978 April 13: The Times 
30 Email Geoff Todd to Robert Bartlett 3 February 2017 
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1978 3 August: A football supporter aged fifteen was remanded on bail at Dorking charged 

with attempted murder of a boy aged fourteen. 31 

 

1978 August: Murder of a young boy Martin Pell at Leatherhead in 1979.  Charlie Frost: 

He was murdered on the riverbank by another youth called David Hubball or something 

similar.  The boy’s body was found in the river behind the Leatherhead Crematorium at 

Randalls Road. He had been sexually assaulted and strangled.  I remember that when Hubball 

was released there was an outcry as he was resettled at Horley.  

Ian Moram:  I was on the enquiry. The arresting officers were Dave Lambert and Taffy Evans. 

Detective Chief Inspector Tim Blake was the Officer in Case. Dave and Taffy were on house-

to-house and not happy with the replies and went back later and arrested the boy who I think 

went down for manslaughter. Pell was fishing at the time he was attacked, and I think he 

drowned.  

Lynn Evans: I was involved with the enquiry you refer to in 1979 Martin Pell (cannot recall 

victims name). The boy found in the water behind crematorium. The convicted person I believe 

was named Hubball. I was engaged on house to house with Detective Sergeant Mick Brown 

and PC Neville Ward was working with one other. We were working towards each other in a 

cul-de-sac when Mick Brown and I were called away to enquire about a cyclist seen leaving 

the crematorium. Neville Ward continued and found Hubbard during the house to house. As I 

recall in the initial stages there was a sighting of a male with a widow’s peak, and this was 

what Neville saw when he met Hubbard. I recall his clothes had all been washed. Hubbard was 

convicted and I believe Detective Chief Inspector Tim Blake was Officer in Case. There was a 

large team on this enquiry, and we worked out of Leatherhead Police Station. I am pretty sure 

the convicted person was Hubbard, but it was a long time ago.  

Brian Silver: I was the inspector on duty at Leatherhead when Martin Pell was reported 

missing by his mother.  PC702 Peter Young (an experienced officer) attended and later the 

same day reported to me that he felt something serious had happened to Martin, who I believe 

was eleven years old, although he had been missing only a few hours. He was thought to have 

gone for a walk through the meadows alongside the River Mole.  It was decided to organise a 

search and the body was found partly submerged on the edge of the river.  A murder enquiry 

was undertaken, and a local youth was eventually charged with murder.  I believe I am correct 

in saying he was only convicted of manslaughter and received a very short prison sentence, 

about two years.  My role was to act as liaison officer with the family (no such thing as Family 

Liaison Officers in those days).    

Jamie Donaldson: I attended this job as a Scenes of Crime Officer. Ron Underwood was the 

Officer in Case. Hubball the offender had learning difficulties and it was a tricky job 

interviewing him so that it was all fair to him. There were Doctors and social workers always 

present during the interviews. 28 August 1978: The Times: A youth aged seventeen appeared 

before Dorking Magistrates Court charged with the murder of Martin Pell aged twelve who 

was found dead in the River Mole at Leatherhead last Monday. 

 

 
31 1978 3 August: The Times 
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Ron Underwood 

 

1978 October 5: 2200: PC Paul Cady when on patrol saw several acts of dangerous and 

reckless driving by the driver of a tractor unit. Several vehicles were 

rammed including two police vehicles and at one stage the vehicle 

crossed the central reservation of a dual carriageway and drove against 

the flow of traffic. The vehicle drove at up to seventy miles an hour was 

forced to stop in traffic enabling PC Cady to run to the vehicle, open the 

door and struggle with the driver. The vehicle was deliberately driven 

into a stationary car crushing the officer’s leg causing severe damage. 

The unit again drove off at high speed eventually crashing into a 

shopping precinct when the driver was arrested. In October 1980 PC 

Cady was awarded the Queen’s Commendation for Brave Conduct 

following comments from the trial judge that included: I think you 

behaved with great courage. You are deserving of the highest commendation.”32 

 

1978 October: PC 1124 Paul Cady awarded the Queens’s Commendation for Brave 

Conduct for trying to stop a lorry, which was being driven dangerously and had already been 

involved in several accidents. He suffered severe injuries to his left leg. Brian Whicher: I 

understand that he was on foot patrol in Camberley when he saw the traction unit of a lorry 

being driven dangerously. He jumped onto the footplate in an effort to cause the vehicle to 

stop, but the driver deliberately drove into a parked car crushing Paul’s leg.  

Phil Dunford: Paul was trying to stop the driver of a lorry tractor unit in Camberley. He 

climbed up to attempt to open the door or window. The driver intentionally drove it up against 

other vehicles or buildings to throw off the officer, whose leg was severely damaged, leaving 

him permanently disabled. 

 
32 Annual Report 1980 
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1978 October: A Mercedes was stolen from a car show room at Woking, followed by other 

thefts of high powered and valuable cars within the county. A member of the stolen vehicle 

investigation team located records in vehicle licensing offices forged Custom’s notes relating 

to stolen vehicles across the southern counties. A team of Surrey officers continued the enquiry 

resulting in sixty-eight arrests and thirty-four vehicles worth £5000, 000 being recovered. 

Along the way numerous other offences were uncovered.33 

 

1978 PCs John Young and John 

Humphries were highly commended for 

their courage in apprehending a man armed 

with a rifle following a burglary. They 

attended the scene of a burglary and after 

John Humphries and police dog Dylan had 

been tracking for some time found a man 

hiding in the undergrowth armed with a 

rifle. The officers tackled and restrained the 

man without regard to their own safety. 

About £100,000 worth of property was 

recovered.34 

 

1978 Sergeant John Hebdon and PC 

Malcolm Sutton of Woking were awarded 

the Royal Humane Society Testimonial on 

Parchment for their actions at West Byfleet 

station. They heard a woman screaming and 

discovered she had come in contact with the 

live rail. They managed to remove her and 

conveyed her to hospital.35 

 

 

1978 about: Malcolm Sutton: A3 Wisley: A robbery involving Securicor cash in transit van 

occurred when the villains shot out the tyres of the private cars in front and behind and then 

using a chain saw took off the side and stole the money. PC Sutton was solo on the area car 

and was first on the scene just after the villains had driven off on the opposing carriageway in 

a Jag before turning towards Effingham.  

Ian Wright: I went, I believe, with Duncan Ellis PC 925 or PS Chris Dick, in the old Area car 

call sign Alpha 20. I am sure that it was our last Thursday of a week of early turns (Things 

always seemed to occur on that day!) we were both still in uniform then and I am sure that it 

was around 1978.  Anyway, we were first or second vehicle on the scene and the robbery had 

 
33 Annual Report 1979 
34 Off Beat May 1978 
35 Off Beat May 1978 
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occurred just a short distance from the old A3 junction with the Redhill Road. In those days 

you could still do the length of the Redhill Road and turn left onto the A3. The road system as 

it is now was still being planned. In any event when we got there all the London bound traffic 

was at a standstill as the leading motorists had all had their car keys stolen and thrown away to 

prevent anyone chasing the robbers and any police vehicle from getting to the scene.  I am sure 

that Detective Inspector Tim Blake was Officer in Case in the early stages and there was a row 

over whose ground it was! Anyhow we were told, in no uncertain terms, to sling our hook and 

do something useful like find the getaway car(s). I remember travelling up to Pains Hill 

roundabout and then back down the southbound dual-carriageway section and the traffic, from 

Guildford direction stretched back for miles. We never found the getaway car(s). 

 

1978 October 26: UFO: A worker at Heathrow airport told yesterday how she saw an 

unidentified flying object near Uxbridge. Two police crews near Chertsey spotted a similar 

object and Addlestone police said last night that at least 10 officers saw the UFO.36 

1978 Edmund-Davies Report leads to large pay increase37 The Edmund-Davies Report 

announced a substantial increase in police pay, which included an unspecified amount to take 

account of the absence of the right to strike.  The report also proposed linking future pay rises 

to an index of all non-manual workers.  The Government accepted the findings but insisted on 

staging the pay increases over two years.   

1978 November 4: Smoke bomb in car: Two men aged 20 have been questioned and released 

at Camberley police station after Gail Cardwell was injured when her boyfriend’s car crashed 

after a smoke bomb had been thrown into it from a passing vehicle.38 

1978: Dick Johnson. The picture below was taken in 1978 at the Force family day. It is a 

picture of the newly reformed Special Escort and Display Team. From the front leading back 

to the left is Ted Sherwood (Sergeant 340), Tony Buddle (PC6), Dick Johnson (PC680) Jof 

Clements (PC1092) Bob (Trooper) Cooper, not sure about the back rider. Leading back to the 

right behind Ted is Mel Huckle (PC446), I think Dave Stone, Les (Bones) Gillingham, and I 

am not sure about the last two. Bikes were 800cc BMW's. We practiced for weeks at Wisley 

aerodrome and if I correctly remember Tony Forward gave an excellent commentary over the 

PA system. 

 

 
36 The Times (London, England), Thursday, Oct 26, 1978 
37 http://www.polfed.org/aboutus/69DD9AB47F534348AD5D1415843163AA.asp Internet 19 Jan 2010 
38 1978 November 4: The Times 

http://www.polfed.org/aboutus/69DD9AB47F534348AD5D1415843163AA.asp


Robert Bartlett 16 October 2021 Copyright expressed 938at938@gmail.com 

 

35 

 

 
Special Escort and Display Team 

 

 

1979: Special Crime Patrol been in place two years and during the year arrested 263 people 

and recovered £307,000 worth of property. In the last two years there have been 671 arrests by 

the patrol and a total of £653,647 worth of property recovered.39 

 

1979 January 1: Operation Midas: Thirty-one people were arrested in the Metropolitan 

Police District, Surrey and Hampshire and antiques, jewellery and silverware valued at 

£200,000 was recovered. Eighteen people were charged with 169 offences of blackmail, 

burglary, arson, handling stolen property and conspiracy40 

 

1979 January 24: Two men were disturbed breaking into a house at Ashtead and made off 

on foot. One was arrested nearby and the other by the Metropolitan Police in Epsom when the 

suspect crossed common land into the town and was spotted by a police helicopter. 41 

 

1979 January 29: Two homosexuals living in a house divided into flats in Redhill had an 

argument and one was stabbed several times causing his death. Neighbours called the police, 

and the offender was later arrested in London and sentenced to life in prison for murder.42 

 

1979 January 30: A forty-five-year-old lady working in her home in Oxted was attacked by 

an intruder and subjected to a violent sexual assault. The woman under threats of death 

 
39 Annual Report 1979 
40 Annual Report 1979 
41 Annual Report 1979 
42 Annual Report 1979 
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suggested they move to another bedroom. On the way she threw a vacuum cleaner at the 

offender then locked herself in the bedroom whereupon the offender made off. This offence 

was not detected.43 

 

1979 Between January and April: Numerous offences of burglary were committed in the 

north of the county in good class flats. The offender always posed as a painter and wore white 

overalls. On one occasion a Sunbeam Rapier was seen, and the number taken. The Special 

Crime Patrol found the vehicle in Brentford and followed, and the driver arrested in Richmond 

on suspicion of burglary. Housebreaking implements were found in the vehicle which matched 

those from the burglaries under investigation. The man was sentenced to imprisonment.44 

 

 

 
24,000 litres of mixed oils in a tanker in Farnham Town Centre 1 March 

 

Phil Dunford: A tanker’s brakes failed in Castle Street. I recall that the driver turned right into 

The Borough and overturned it. Many cellars flooded with spilt diesel. The town man was a 

young booby who had the presence of mind to hold the traffic at the crossing to allow some 

space. 

 

1979 March 10: Police Support Unit assistance to Hampshire to police a National Front 

march and a counter demonstration by the “Anti-Nazi league”.45 

 

1979 April 20: Armed robbery outside Lloyds Bank Great Bookham when a Securicor guard 

was threatened with a revolver. A second man approached with a sawn-off shotgun. The 

 
43 Annual Report 1979 
44 Annual Report 1979 
45 Annual Report 1979 
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money, £16,100 was handed over and the robbers made off in a stolen vehicle. This was not 

detected.46 

 

1979 24 April: Two vehicles were seen parked 

close to woodland at Hascombe. Three shots were 

heard and two men carrying rifles were seen to run 

from the woods. The men got into two separate 

cars and drove off. The registered owner of one of 

the cars was reported missing that evening and a 

search found his body, bound and covered with 

bracken. Enquiries led detectives to believe that 

the offenders had left the country and Interpol was 

alerted. A launch was traced off the coast of France 

and the two people, brothers, on board were 

arrested along with rifles and ammunition. The 

men were extradited and charged with murder.47  

1979, April: Dog Sergeant Keith Simmonds with 

Mandy found the body of a man covered with 

bracken. He had been tied up with a distinctive tape and rope, gagged with his tie, and shot in 

the back of the head three times at close range. The victim was 58-year-old John George an 

engineer employed by the Water Authority. Three men were seen to go into a copse off the 

A281 at Bramley, shots were heard and two men came out. Detective Chief Superintendent 

Ron Underwood took charge and soon the killing was linked to a robbery in Kent. Two men 

were being sought and registration numbers were available from witnesses. One of the vehicles 

was found in Guernsey and the two wanted men had arrived there on the ferry from Weymouth. 

A boat stolen from Guernsey was seen in Brittany and the two wanted men were arrested. The 

reasons behind the killing and the elaborate trussing of the body confused the police at the time 

and presumably to this day. Trial in 1980 led to findings of guilt but no explanation for the 

murder. 

 

1979 April 30: Missing boat moves murder hunt to Guernsey: Inquiries into a terrorist style 

murder of a civil engineer in Surrey spread to Spain and Guernsey during the weekend, when 

two detectives from the Surrey murder squad travelled to Minorca to visit the parents of two 

brothers the police want to interview. John and Jason Richards whose names and photographs 

were issued by Surrey police last week have not been traced despite of widespread enquiries. 

Both are described as antique dealers. John 22 who uses the alias Nicholas Manikum owns a 

white Citroen estate car, registration number VFX591L. And late yesterday the Citroen was 

found in Guernsey. It had arrived on the ferry from Weymouth and was left by a man using the 

name Manikum. Missing from Guernsey was a 40tt motor yacht with sufficient fuel to take it 

to many parts of the European coast. John Richards is known to have nautical knowledge and 

the police asked coastguards and shipping to watch out for the vessel.  The Citroen is similar 

 
46 Annual Report 1979 
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to the one seen at Dunsfold near Godalming, Surrey where Mr John George 58, an engineer 

with the Thames Water Authority was taken into a copse, bound and then shot in the head at 

close range last Tuesday. 

 
John and Jason, 20, are known to travel regularly between England and Spain. Their 

descriptions and photographs have been sent to Interpol for distribution throughout Europe and 

also to the Spanish authorities. Mr George was seen walking into the copse with two men on 

Tuesday and soon afterwards shots were heard. The two men ran from the copse and drove off, 

one in a white Citroen and the other in Mr George’s car a blue Renault 20, reg.no. SHC286S. 

The Renault, which may be fitted with a roof rack, is still missing and police have appealed to 

the public to look out for it. If it is seen it should not be touched but should be reported to local 

police at once. Inquiries are being held throughout Southern England particularly in the 

Bournemouth, Wimborne, Dorset and Frome Somerset areas. The investigations are being 

linked with two armed hold-ups at restaurants. In one at Rochester, Kent on April 20, two men 

using a white Citroen were involved. In the other at Cadnum in the New Forest in the early 

hours of Wednesday, two men were using a blue car, which police believe could be Mr 

George’s. 

 

Detective Chief Superintendent Ronald Underwood, Surrey CID chief, said there were no 

indications of a motive in the “callous murder”. Mr George was in an unmarked car but it had 

a two-way radio and his murders may have mistaken him for a policeman. It has not been ruled 

out that Mr George may have been mistaken for somebody else but there was still nothing to 

indicate why he was in the Dunsfold area at the time or why or how the two men got him to go 

with them to the copse. Witnesses who saw the three men walking towards the spot where Mr 

George’s body was found hidden under bracken on Wednesday morning have told police he 

did not appear to be under threat or duress. The witnesses thought all three were poachers or 

hunters because two of the men carried long barrelled weapons.48 

 
48 The Times (London, England), Monday, Apr 30, 1979 
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1979 May 17: A burglary and rape was reported at a house in Camberley. A thirty-year-old 

woman was sleeping with two children woke to find a man brandishing a breadknife with a 

stocking mask standing by the bed. He raped the woman and then apologised for what he had 

done before he left. He was not traced.49 

 

1979 May 26: HM The Queen visited Guildford for the 60th anniversary of the Women’s 

Royal Army Corps Association. There were a total of fourteen royal visits to the county in 

1978.50 

 

1979: Mick Wayland: I believe I was the first inspector to go on mutual aid from Surrey 

with two sergeants and 20 constables. With the Metropolitan Police and possibly others 

escorted on both sides the SWP left wing march through Winchester.  We were attacked by the 

'right' Relf supporters with smoke bombs and all sorts of missiles, which lay about in piles as 

a result of the national dispute between the dustmen and government. The Met snatch squads 

then got stuck in in the smokey chaos - dealing VERY positively dragging them about by their 

hair and rougher stuff whilst we kept going ducking the missiles - quite a blooding for our lads! 

 

1979 June 24 Murder Suspect Acquitted of Murder Albass Alkhersan 

 

1979 July 20: at 0930 two men knocked at the door of a house in Peaslake. An Arab servant 

opened the door and the callers showed what was said to be a warrant card and asked to see the 

man’s passport. The servant returned with his passport to be confronted by a sawn-off shotgun. 

A scuffle followed and the two men ran off one receiving injuries to his head and neck. This 

man was arrested close by and sent to the Central Criminal Court.51 

 

1979 July 25: 0900: PC Michael Bagley and police dog Jasper saw a wanted man at 

Chobham. He was called upon to stop but made off and Jasper was released. The man hid 

behind a bush and as PC Bagley approached, he stepped out pointing a small black pistol at 

the officer and opened fire as the dog closed in as the man turned to run off. He fired a second 

shot as the dog stopped him. It was later found that this was a starting pistol. The RSPCA 

awarded Jasper their “Animal Plaque of Courage”. 52 

 
49 Annual Report 1979 
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1979 August 8: A known burglar from Deptford was under surveillance by the Special Crime 

Patrol when with an associate they were followed to Dorking where they broke into an antique 

shop. The men were arrested, and a £1000 worth of property recovered.53 

 

1979 August 22: Two student nurses, a male and female, ended a long-standing relationship. 

An argument followed in the girl’s room, and she was pushed onto the bed and stabbed six 

times, including twice in the throat. On hearing her scream other students forced their way into 

the room and stopped the attack. The man then slashed his writs and throat but survived to 

appear before the court.54 

 

1979 August 26: A meeting organised in Windsor Great Park to protest at an injunction 

barring pop festivals in the park led to the deployment of police from Thames Valley and 

Surrey. This prevented any disturbances.55 

 

1979 26 October murder: A housewife was found dead in her home in Walton. The deceased 

had disturbed a man breaking into her house and she was attacked on the head with heavy 

kitchen equipment. A man was charged with murder. Don Sapsford: The offender was a 

builder who had recently worked at the house.     1979 September: Denis Turner: Murder 

at Red House Lane, just off Ashley Road, Walton-on-Thames. I think a woman was murdered 

and I remember going to the scene with Neville Cast as the local dog handler and Rod Hill who 

was the dog Sergeant. Tony Buddle the Woking handler at the time had his picture in the local 

paper whilst we were all there on the task.  

Allan Hurlow: I was on a two-week attachment to Walton CID in September 1979 when this 

happened. (This incident kept me on CID and I stayed a detective for the next twenty-five 

years.) I was one of the first on the scene, but for about a week after this I was ‘Walton CID’ 

and not part of the ‘squad’. The offender was James Courtney–Fuige who was working as a 
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plumber in the house. I think he was stealing from the house whilst the lady of the house was 

out. He was disturbed and using a sock with three or four weighing scale weights, struck her 

about the head. He was shown as wanted and he eventually gave himself up at Waterloo 

Railway station to the British Transport Police.  

John C. Lane In relation to the murder at Red House Lane the Officer in Case was Detective 

Inspector Tim Blake and the murder was committed by a local roadie by battering the lady 

occupant with a sand filled sock. He was later arrested at a doss house in Deptford. I cannot 

remember the villain’s name but as I recall he had broken into the house and the lady occupant 

disturbed him hence the reason for the murder. I will try to locate pocketbooks from the time 

and if I can come up with a name will let you know.  

Len Rickard: Mr and Mrs Lawrence were having building work done and employed a plumber 

from Chertsey.  I'm pretty sure his name was Fuidge.  He borrowed money off Mrs Lawrence 

on a number of occasions and unbeknown to either Mr or Mrs Lawrence, Fuidge occasionally 

slept in their garage.  One morning Fuidge was after more money and after Mr Lawrence had 

gone to work, he surprised Mrs Lawrence in her house and when she didn't give him money or 

at least not enough, he hit her over the head with a coin filled sock and killed her. Tim Blake 

was SIO and Fuidge was arrested and convicted.  

Colin Boyles: Red House Lane Murder. Victim was a Mrs Lawrence. She came home from 

work at lunchtime and was attacked in her house and hit over the head with a sock filled with 

sand. The offender was a James Fuidge who lived at Chertsey. He was working as a builder at 

the house at the time. He was in the process of burgling the house when Mrs. Lawrence 

disturbed him. Convicted of murder and sentenced to life imprisonment and died in prison. 

Case dealt with by Detective Inspector Tim Blake. I was a Detective Sergeant at Walton at the 

time.  

Nick Brent: The October 1979 murder at Red House Lane related to a lady named Mrs Brenda 

Lawrence who was murdered for a few pounds, which were spent at a betting shop by a 

handyman who was engaged to repair her central heating system named James Fuidge.  I was 

the detective inspector at Walton.  The British Transport Police at Waterloo eventually arrested 

him.   Detective Chief Inspector Tim Blake and I collected him and interviewed him at Walton 

Police Station D.C. Clive Wilkinson accompanied us as exhibits officer  

Cliff Cox: I was the first Police officer at the scene and as I entered the house the lady was 

lying on the kitchen floor in a very large pool of blood. She had been hit over the head with a 

sock filled up with old kitchen scale weights. The offender was the gardener, and he came from 

Engelfield Green and was part of a large family from Chertsey; I cannot remember his 

name.   They found a shoe print at the scene and was thought to be good evidence but turned 

out to be that of a CID officer.  

Bill Bethell: Roy Stanford and I were on a murder enquiry at Walton where a woman had been 

bludgeoned to death in her house where items had been stolen. The plumber who had been 

working at the house became the early suspect. This guy was prone to disappearing on the road 

so wanted posters were put up round the area. Roy and I toured the London Rail Stations putting 

the posters round. The following day our suspect went into Kings Cross Police Station to make 

a complaint of theft on the station. The PC on the front desk looked at our notice and back to 

the suspect and arrested him. He was taken back to Walton where he was interviewed by Tim 

Blake in his office and confessed (Prior to PACE 1984!)  
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Jamie Donaldson:  I recall the body was found in the hallway where a mirror was removed by 

the killer from the wall and placed on the floor. This was done because he was hiding in the 

toilet and could see her reflection in the mirror when she came in. She in turn if looking in the 

mirror would see him in the doorway of the toilet. (He had broken in from the rear of the house). 

The killer was known to the victim, was a roadster type and was allowed to sleep in the shed. 

We found a footprint in blood on a brown paper bag from which shopping had fallen out in the 

hallway. This was sent to the Lab with shoes from the people who had attended the scene before 

the Scenes of Crime Officer arrived. The mark belonged to an ambulance man called to the 

scene by the neighbour who found the body. I recall that Assistant Chief Constable Kane 

attended the scene and sought permission to enter and where to walk. He was told to keep his 

hands in his pockets! 

 

1979 16 September: An eighteen-year-old girl who had been drinking in a pub in Walton left 

with two men she knew. The offender got into the car with the woman and her friends uninvited 

and demanded a lift home. One of the youths left at his home and the offender put a knife to 

the neck of the driver forcing him to drive to isolated woodland. He took the keys and 

threatened the driver not to move, forcing the girl into the wood where he raped her. One man 

was charged.56 

 

1979 Since September: A man claiming to be a council official called at the homes of elderly 

people and obtained cheques from them by deception. The offender was identified by 

fingerprints; arrested admitting committing crimes across the southeast. He was charged.57 

 

1979 October 5: Regional Crime Squad, Walton office: Three men were arrested in Crawley 

in possession of oxyacetylene equipment, oxygen and propane gas bottles. The men were 

responsible for burglaries over some time when safes were attacked across Surrey, Sussex, 

Kent, and Metropolitan Police District. The men were charged.58 

 

1979 October 11: Armed robbery at 1045 on the A3 six miles north of Guildford when 

£377,000 in cash was stolen from a Group 4 cash in transit van. A Transit pulled across the 

front of the Group 4 vehicle forcing it to stop. A second transit blocked the vehicle in and a 

third vehicle rammed the rear. Two men with balaclava hoods emerged from the rear of one of 

the Transit vans, one man armed with a pistol who immediately covered the driver and his 

mate. The second man started to cut into the side of the vehicle with a disc cutter whilst a third 

man climbed onto the roof and cut two aerials rendering the radios useless. A fourth man, 

armed with a bolt-action rifle, went to cars forced to stop by the incident, took their keys, and 

threw them into a ditch. The car tyres were slashed with a knife. The men loaded sixteen 

moneybags from the van and drove off abandoning a stolen vehicle nearby. No immediate 

arrests were made.59  
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Sergeant Rod Hill at the scene of the A3 armed robbery 

 

1979 October 29: Two youths were seen acting suspiciously in Epsom and as the 

Metropolitan Police were unable to deal Surrey responded and arrested them. They were 

responsible for a number of burglaries in Surrey and the Metropolitan Police District. A third 

person was later arrested, and it was established they were responsible for a large number of 

burglaries involving property valued at £15,000. They were also responsible for the theft of 

vehicles, one of which was involved in an armed robbery. £6000 of property was recovered.60 

 

1979 November 1: A joint command post exercise was held with Surrey and Sussex Police 

at Gatwick Airport.61 

 

1979 November 1: Three men burst into a house at Walton and threatened the occupants, and 

stealing gold and jewellery valued at £43,000. The Special Crime Patrol investigated the 

offence and eventually nine men from London were arrested and six charged with this offence. 

Property valued at £16,000 was recovered.62 

 

1979 November 5: A man was arrested for burglary in Dorking where it was later established 

he was wanted in London and that he had committed fifty two burglaries in six months with a 

value of £20,000 of which six thousand pounds was recovered.63 

 

1979 November 16: At 2315 in Farnham a man took a taxi to take him from a pub to the 

railways station where he pulled the driver from the cab, punched and kicked him, getting into 

the taxi and driving off. Driving to the local hospital he set fire to the vehicle before making 
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off. It was destroyed.  A man appeared before the Central Criminal Court charged with a 

number of offences including robbery.64 

 

1979 December 12: The Times: Joint winners of police staff college award: The annual 

prize day was held at the Police Staff College, Bramshill. The ACPO silver tipstaff for the 

student considered C. J. Gray Dyfed Powys Police and Colin Cramphorn of the Surrey 

Constabulary won the most outstanding on the course in all fields jointly. 

 

1979 December 18: Sergeant Keith Thomson and PC Andrew Simkins discovered a serious 

fire in Walnut Tree Close, Guildford. They broke into the house and heard groaning from a 

man about twelve feet into the room. Both officers made repeated attempts to cross the room 

and rescue the man but on each occasion were beaten back by the intense heat and smoke. 

Suffering from the effects of smoke inhalation, singing to the eyebrows, hair and clothing they 

were eventually forced to retreat. A body of a 70-year-old man was later recovered. Both 

officers were awarded certificates by The Society for the Protection of Life from Fire.65 

 

Highly Commended:  

Inspector D Jones: For courage and determination when arresting a mentally disturbed man 

armed with a knife 

Detective Chief Inspector GT Powell: For outstanding leadership of the Special Crime Patrol 

 

PS Fred Booker: Courage and determination when arresting a man armed with a pistol. Also 

awarded £50 by the judge at the Central Criminal Court 

 

1979 December 19: The Times: Christmas drink drive campaign: Surrey police breathalysed 

43 people on Monday night when it launched its campaign arresting four people. 

1979 Edmund-Davies is implemented in full Following the Conservative victory in the 

General Election; the new Government immediately implemented the Edmund-Davies award 

in full and pledged itself to honouring the pay standards in the future.  

1979: There were five murders and 62 robberies and nine hundred and eighty malicious 

wounding offences a 22% increase in crimes of violence.66 

 

1979 Denis Turner: I recall being tasked with several other handlers, all of us armed, to a flat 

in Camberley.  There had been information that IRA suspects were living in the flat and we 

were deployed to assist Division with checking the property.  I can vividly recall two armed 

handlers at the back of the property and two others at the front.  I was one of the two at the 

front and I stood one side of the door with my dog and a drawn revolver and the other handler, 

(who I cannot recall but may have been Nev. Cast) standing opposite me in the same manner.   
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The inspector knocked on the door.  The door opened and the inspector stepped inside, and the 

door was closed leaving two very bewildered handlers and dogs at the front of the property.  

All was well, fortunately, as it turned out to be a false alarm – but the story is a true one.  I was 

to meet the inspector much later on when he was superintendent at Reigate.  We had been 

called to a suspect explosive incident and the whole of Reigate High Street was cordoned off.  

We were at the cordon when along came the superintendent on the opposite side of the road.  

Without a sideways glance he continued past us and disappeared.  To this day I am not sure 

whether he knew what was going on or if he had just nipped out to get his paper. 

 

Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary Provisions) Act 

A total of 3,862 persons were detained in Great Britain under the Prevention of Terrorism 

(Temporary Provisions) Acts 1974 and 1976 between 29 November 1974 and 28 February 

1979. The numbers of persons detained in each police force area in England and Wales are 

given in the following table. In addition, 831 people were detained under the legislation in 

Scotland, in respect of 58 of whom extension of detention were granted. In no case was an 

application for an extension of detention refused. Such information from the first quarter of 

1979 will in future be published quarterly in a Home Office statistical bulletin. 

Police Force Area Number of detentions Extensions of detention granted 

South Yorkshire police 1 0 

Staffordshire police 0 0 

Suffolk police 8 0 

Surrey constabulary 92 25 

Sussex police 37 0 

Thames Valley police 17 5 

 

1979 Annual Report: Box Hill with its magnetic appeal to young motorcyclists is still a cause 

for concern. Throughout the year it has been necessary to maintain a police presence on a 

Sunday afternoon at the Burford Bridge. The gatherers from across the south east were 

responsible for thefts, assault, damage and public order offences and during the year a number 

of arrests were made. 

 

1979 Murder of John George on Farnham Division 
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1979 RTA at Puttenham involving a tanker full of heating oil 

Firearms Support Team 

 
1979 Firearms Support Team Course: Firearms Support Team and Firearms training in 

Surrey Constabulary Richard Chase, Eric Adams, Mick Wayland, and Bob Bartlett: 

Way back: Having dedicated teams of firearms officers is a fairly new initiative. For most of 

the history of the Surrey Constabulary there would have been a few firearms at the police 

station and if the need arose those who had been in the military or gun club would with authority 

probably from the superintendent draw a weapon and resolve the issue. One has to say they 

were successful as there are no records or events that indicate they were trigger happy or 

untrained. Wartime arming of some officers probably associated with guarding sensitive 

buildings was the norm and post war the system of authorised firearms officers was developed. 

This involved a limited level of handgun training for men to be deployed mostly as 

containment, but they were used to provide static guards for VIPs, mostly at their homes but 

also in hotels. An example of this was in 1964 when Ian Rand an ex-colonial police officer was 

given a gun to sit outside the door of the ousted Nigerian President Azikiwe at the Burford 

Bridge Hotel in Dorking.   

 

Surrey was the first force ever to use CS gas in the UK when it was deployed in 1966 at a siege 

in Tranquil Dale at Betchworth. There was a man with shotgun who had threatened police 

officers. The gas was to be fired from a Very pistol, but it was not man enough for the job and 

the cartridge bounced off the window. Jumping ahead, the Dorking division was the first place 

where the constabulary opened fire intentionally – Brockham at an armed raid on the post 

office, the first-time weapons were overtly deployed at an armed check point close to Gatwick 

when the threat became extraordinarily high from the IRA (1994) and at North Holmwood 

when a man was shot dead. There were two accidental discharges, but they are another story!  
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Early days: Prior to the end of the 1970’s Surrey had designated officers who were trained as 

Authorised Firearms Officers (AFO) and a group, more experienced who formed the ‘Gas 

Squad’, intended to use CS gas at a siege. (Mostly were ex forces personnel). Hobby shooters 

were also involved when the need arose.  There were also snipers and detectives were trained 

some for personal protection of VIPs visiting the county to back up the Metropolitan Police).  

Inspector’s Arthur Crawford and Dave Smith were early leaders and trainers of the Squad who 

remained deployed on division and called together as required. Dog handlers were among those 

authorised, as the dog section were the ones who were tasked together with Special Branch for 

VIP protection.  They carried out this role for many years with the armed handler patrolling 

the grounds with his dog and the Special Branch officer in the house on close protection.  There 

is more on the dog section role in this field in the history of the dog section. Training on a range 

was periodic and few tactics were practiced. One element was experiencing the effects of 

exposure to CS gas, using a gas chamber at Pirbright Guards Depot, where Army outdoor 

ranges were also used. The Gas Squad was deployed to Oxted where Chris Kersey had been 

shot in the face at the door of a house. The team were deployed, included Roger Weedon, Bob 

Sinden and Arthur Crawford. Eventually gas was deployed, and the team made an entry. A 

serious fight took place when Bob Sinden had his gas mask pulled off and ended up in hospital 

alongside Chris!  

 

Firearms Support Team: Inspector Eric Adams succeeded Dave Smith around 1978 and 

instructed by Chief Superintendent Eric Hughes to form the Firearms Support Team. In 1979 

the first Firearms Support Team initial courses were conducted, attended by those AFO who 

were considered marksman standard. The instructors were Eric Adams and PS Alan McArthur 

and from these men a team was selected to form the new concept of a Firearms Support Team.  

All were volunteers and uniformed officers, who were on call for major firearms incidents i.e., 

sieges and pre-planned firearms operations. Tactics were being developed and AFO’s remained 

to supplement large scale incidents and to provide containment and guarding options. AFO 

could be deployed by division to contain an incident pending the arrival of the team which 

could be a minimum of an hour before they arrived.  Special Branch were authorised for VIP 

protection and gradually detectives were phased out from training.  

 

In the 1970’s the following weapons were carried in Surrey: a Smith and Wesson model 10 

revolver (six inch barrel); Detectives/SB carried the model 36, five inch short barrel, five shot 

revolver (This was notoriously inaccurate as at twenty five metres you aimed at the chin to hit 

the chest!); Webley CS gas gun; Parker Hale 7.62 safari sniper rifle (A beast of a weapon with 

a range of over five hundred metres and not exactly ideal for Police use in Surrey) In the 1980’s 

additional weapons were issued to the Firearms Support Team: Browning 9mm self-loading 

pistol (SLP); Ruger mini 14 rifles, 223 calibre folding stock and long weapons; Remington 12 

bore shotgun, for rifle slug for animal destruction and CS gas cartridges with a Hatton round 

solid slug to take off door hinges; The Webley was also used for baton rounds. 7.62 Sniper rifle 

was continued, but very unlikely to be deployed.  

 

Firearms Support Team enhances skills in 1980’s: Firearms Training Department conducted 

weapons training of live firing at Army ranges at Pirbright and Ash and following the opening 
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of the indoor range at HQ in about 1983, additional methods were utilised to have a more 

capable group of AFO’s and Firearms Support Team. Various empty buildings across the 

county were also used for tactical training.  The Firearms Support Team developed additional 

skills of VIP protection, sniper camouflage and concealment and more importantly a wide 

range of tactics in both overt appearance and plain-clothes covert deployments. The latter was 

often in conjunction with Regional Crime Squad, our own Burglary Squad and (more 

dangerously for the Firearms Support Team) with the Metropolitan Police Flying Squad or 

CO11. Firearms Support Team Officers attended courses conducted at regional training courses 

across the UK and Surrey had instructors with differing specialist knowledge and backgrounds. 

An inspector spent time with the SAS at Hereford, to convert their tactical methods to Police 

scenarios.  

 

Brian Hayes was Chairman of the ACPO Police Use of Firearms Committee, which allowed 

Surrey to be at the forefront of developments to have a professional team. The Firearms Support 

Team continued to be volunteers who were called out when required. In the mid 1980’s the 

demands increased to deployments to at times weekly, with the instructors being advisors at 

additional critical incidents. A far greater demand on the Firearms Support Team was for pre-

planned operations: i.e., staking out banks and other high value locations were intelligence 

indicated an armed robbery may take place. This led to working closely with the RCS and their 

own tactics were being developed by Surrey Instructors for a closer understanding with 

specialist teams across the region. Members were sent on covert rural observation courses and 

were used in the role.  

 

One of the many tasks included in 1987 January the Hookwood Robbery: The Firearms Support 

Team were deployed at a milk/ dairy depot in Hookwood, near Horley, with the Regional Crime 

Squad conducting surveillance on targets who were driving from London to rob the dairy. Two 

offenders carrying sawn off shotguns were about to approach the cash office, when the 

Firearms Support Team challenged them. They were arrested with no shots fired and the 

Firearms Support Team outside the premises detained the get-away driver. A highly successful 

operation, which was subsequently used as an example of good practice for other forces and a 

training video, was produced. The Firearms Support Team was awarded Chief Constable’s 

Commendations for “Professionalism and brave conduct”.  

 

So many serious firearms tasks were undertaken in the late 1980s and early 1990s that the chief 

superintendent Operations decided that the awarding of commendations for the Firearms 

Support Team would cease. Almost every job undertaken was worthy of commendation for 

professionalism and courage and there was a danger of devaluing the award and deciding who 

if not all was to be awarded could become a cause of conflict within a team. The number of 

deployments became such that the CC Brian Hayes offered a full-time team at about this time. 

That was an attractive option but there were advantages for the men and by this time women, 

to remain on division or Traffic, to retain some sense of normality and not be set up as “a force 

within a force”. The instructors were full time and an integral part of the team linking training 

with operations and operational learning back into the team training. A compromise was to 

lodge a complete response “go-bag” of weapons at Reigate to speed up response times.  
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There were so many tasks to undertake including planning to remove a very high-risk prisoner 

from Coldingly to hospital, escorting Rene Black the drugs dealer, and protecting witnesses 

following a murder. Too many to list even if the memory would allow! A further significant 

development was the cadre of superintendents trained to respond to firearms incidents. It had 

been the practice when the team as deployed for them to come under the operational control of 

the local superintendent. Following an exercise organised by Operations with poor 

Superintendent Peter May in the chair it became obvious that the top of the range operation 

involving hostages, negotiators, explosive devices, and full teams required specialist training. 

Seems obvious now! With the agreement of the DCC Peter Sharp a small number of 

superintendents were trained to accompany the Firearms Support Team on deployments.  

 

It is believed that Surrey was in the forefront with the cadre, based on the public order model 

but, there were those that opposed a superintendent coming onto their area and usurping their 

authority. That was a poor argument as the local people had all the logistical support to 

organise, media and interface with their public. And if it went wrong, they could always blame 

headquarters.  

 

Another dangerous job, which this time ended in tragedy, occurred in Milford around 1988 one 

early evening when a man barricaded himself in his house. Inside the house he had wired up 

the electricity so that he could commit suicide by jumping in the bath. Negotiations went on 

for some time, until it was decided by Dave Stevens, (to become Chief Constable Essex) the 

local divisional commander and a cadre member, that an entry had to be made to try and save 

the man’s life. The house was a not very large semi-detached one on a small estate. Gas and 

whiz-bangs were shot into the house, and the staircase was rushed to try and prevent the man 

killing himself, but without success as he plunged a knife into his chest eventually dying if his 

wounds (police had cut off the power and gas to the house). There was the inevitable enquiry 

by the Hampshire Police, but they found no cause for criticism. The whiz-bangs blew the stairs 

away from the wall, and as usual so not unexpectedly started a small fire. One police officer 

from the Firearms Support Team was hurt by the exploding whiz-bangs as he was moving so 

quickly, he was on top of the thing as it went off, and after a visit to hospital and a short time 

off sick, he was operational again.  

 

In 1990 Firearms Support Team officers following and staking out banks and Securicor 

vehicles particularly in the east of the county to counter a significant number of armed 

robberies. Then on 27 November the Metropolitan Police working on “Operation Yamoto” 

shoot dead an armed robber at Reigate during an attempted raid on a Securicor van, as was the 

getaway driver. The number of deployments for the Firearms Support Team in 1990 was for 

about one hundred and thirty days, or seventy-one operations, a workload increasing by about 

fifty per cent a year.  Then in 1991 the number of operations fell to forty-one to dramatically 

increase in 1992/3. The deployment of the ARV reduced the number of Firearms Support Team 

call outs dramatically.  
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In 1988 Dick Chase was awarded a Chief Constable’s commendation for ‘outstanding 

leadership and professionalism as head of the Firearms Support Team over a three-year period’, 

which he considered recognition for the dedication of the whole of the Firearms Support Team, 

over a developmental period in the history of firearms in Surrey. Recognition is also deserved 

to Peter Moore who produced much of the tactical plans probably used to this day. Peter Moore 

was to be awarded the Queen’s Commendation for Brave Conduct in 1992 when he was 

stabbed during an operation at Brockham Post Office. Because of this incident the Team’s 

weapons changed to the Heckler and Koch MP5 and to an automatic handgun. When they left 

the teams PCs Elliott and Fisher received Departmental Commendations for their commitment 

to the team and professionalism over many years.  

 

Exercising was a constant and some were spectacular as one in Caterham, “Wooden Pride”, at 

the old hospital with a full Squadron of SAS. Playing the role of chief constable, the chief 

superintendent signed over control to the SAS major and a few moments later the noise was 

incredible, and it was all so real even down to inspecting the outcome of the raid with the 

colonel. A further continuing task undertaken by Firearms Support Team and AFO was the 

protection of royal residences in the county – long, tedious tours of duty but undertaken with 

professionalism and with no complaints ever from the Principals.  

 

1990’s following an attack on Heathrow by IRA mortars and coded and credible threats to 

Gatwick the decision was made to deploy armed response vehicles. Other forces were doing 

this with weapons in locked boxes that could only be opened on instructions from the Operation 

Room. Surrey allowed for the handgun to be worn openly and discretion was given to officers 

as to what they deployed with on arrival at the scene of an incident. They never ever let the 

Force down, which is an indication of the tight selection procedures and the quality of the 

people, involved. A major step change was the deployment of permanent Armed Response 

Vehicles to deal with terrorist and armed incidents in the County.  

 

Past Firearms Inspectors Surrey Constabulary: Dave Smith, Eric Adams, Mick Wayland, 

Dick Chase (1984 to 1988), Alan McArthur, Derek Mann, and in the time of the Constabulary 

the last Dave Cook 

 

1979 Annual report: During the year 25,491 criminal offences were recorded an increase of 

3% over 1978 this included a 22% increase in crimes of violence. Cycle theft was up 14%, 

theft from unattended vehicles up 9% shoplifting up 38% and criminal damage 18%. There 

was a 1% decrease in burglaries; other burglaries 8% down and thefts of motor vehicles down 

18% Detection rate remained fairly stable at 47%.  

 

1979/1980 John Milner: It must have been 1979 or 1980 when I was detective inspector at 

Reigate and we had a real problem with a family living on one of the estates at Redhill. We 

knew they were up to no good in a big way and were probably responsible for half of the crime 

on the division but couldn't get near them. We had tried observations, waiting for them to come 

home after just having done a job, nicking them off the street, talking to the neighbours and 

everything else we could think of but were still no further forward. The real problem was that 
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they had a vicious Alsatian which was left loose in the garden and every time we went there, 

with or without a warrant as soon as the latch on the gate was lifted it would bound down the 

path barking and snarling and frightened everyone away so we could never get into the house. 

Eventually I thought I should speak to the professionals to see what help was available, so I 

had a chat with Fred Booker. His words were along the lines of, "That's not a problem. When 

do you want to go in?" Having agreed an early morning time and date, and armed with a 

warrant, we arrived at the address and prepared to enter.  

 

Fred got out of his van, which was well down the road, and we met near the house. I said, 

naively, "Where's your dog?" Fred, not being noted for long explanations said, "I don't need 

him". I said, "Haven't you got one of those long poles with a noose at the end? He replied, "I 

don't need that either." What he had with him was one of those padded sleeves dog handlers 

used for training purposes, which he put on and assured me that he was ready.  Fred went to 

the gate, clicked the latch open, went in and closed the gate behind him. At the click of the 

latch the barking started, and the huge black Alsatian came bounding down the path snarling 

and slavering. Fred raised his sleeved arm up to about eye level and the dog leapt up to take it. 

For just a split second before the dog could take the arm it was in the air with its undercarriage 

fully exposed. With immaculate timing Fred delivered the dog a fierce kick in the balls. This 

had an amazing effect.  

 

I have had several dogs as family pets over the years, but I have never seen one cross its legs, 

but I swear this one did. It slunk away on its front paws dragging its rear quarters behind it and 

never gave us any more trouble. Having completed the search with sufficient success to bring 

down the crime rate for the next few months I saw Fred and thanked him for helping. Fred took 

it as all being in a day’s work and wondered why we hadn't called on him before which I did 

when I thought about it. 

 

Late 1970s: Mo Clark: Lakeside fire:  There I was about 2am into a night shift with PC1120 

Paul Webb driving. The call came in that staff at the Lakeside Club wanted to report damage 

to some of their vehicles. No problem, wander over there and have a look see.  The Lakeside 

was, and still is, owned by Bob Potter.  It is where they now hold the Darts Championship. In 

those days it was a large wooden flat roof building. Various UK and international stars appeared 

there probably a bit more so than they do now. Anyway, off we went. As we drove round the 

Lakeside Road adjacent to the place I remarked to Paul, 'That's unusual, fog at this time of the 

year'. The fog was drifting across the lake and onto the road we were approaching on. Then we 

drove down the access road to find pandemonium. Of course, it wasn't fog, it was smoke from 

the club on fire.  Fortunately, all the punters had gone home leaving just the staff and they were 

in a panic running from the club with wire paper trays full of cash blowing away in the wind. 

Some came up to us and screamed, 'Where's the (expletive deleted) Fire Brigade'. I understood 

their concern because there were flames about fifty feet in height coming from the flat roof of 

the main club building. But no Fire Brigade!  

 

Without hesitation but in a high-toned voice I called up on HJ1 asking for said Fire Brigade. 

The often-heard reply came back, ' Last unit, you are broken. Change location and try again'. 
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PRs fared no better. So, we drove round the empty car park searching for that elusive 'better 

location'. After a few minutes we got through. What must those people have thought we were 

doing! Driving round an empty car park when their club and livelihood was going up in flames?  

Anyway, the reply came back that indeed the HF were on their way, and they arrived a few 

minutes later. Now those fifty-foot flames were in an isolated point on the roof when we 

arrived. But in a few minutes, they had spread across the whole wooden roof. There was no 

way anyone was going to put that fire out. A short while later a large Jaguar came roaring into 

the car park and screeched to a halt with smoke from the tyres. A guy got out and started 

running towards the front entrance doors of the club. I got in front of him and grabbed him to 

stop him entering the inferno, but he was having none of it. He was big and I lost the grapple, 

and he ran on up to the doors. He opened the doors and suddenly stood very still before turning 

round and running back again. Someone said it was Bob Potter’s brother but I'm not sure. He 

must have been a bit singed.  If it was his brother, I would have thought he knew Bob was not 

there that night, at least we did not see him 

 

1970/80s Brian Muchmore: Murder/manslaughter of an Irish Traveller from the site at 

Junction Bridge, Farnham by the owner of the Polly tunnels on the old adjacent hop fields. 

Culprit caught Travellers damaging his tunnels, warned them off with a loaded 410 shotgun. 

They tried to take it off him and one got shot.  Derek Dearmer: I was stationed at Farnham at 

the time and remember families had moved onto the site causing most of the other Travellers 

to move off because they expected them to cause trouble.  I thought that they were going onto 

the farmland to steal vegetables from the fields and the farmer had warned them if they came 

again, he would shoot them.  They did and he did.  I was one of several officers who had to go 

to the site when the news of his death at RSCH was notified to next of kin.  I am not sure but 

think Des Brotherton was the Sergeant to impart the news.  We were there “mob handed” with 

dogs in tow as trouble was expected when the news was broken, but there was little problem.  

 

Late 1970s early 1980s Bill Bethell: The case of the Major who held up Sainsbury's in High 

Street, Guildford getting peoples' attention by discharging his shotgun into the ceiling. He 

grabbed the money and made his escape on a pushbike that he had brought with him and found 

abandoned in Sydenham Road, I believe. I remember DC Bob Ball with the bike and a 

blackboard outside Sainsbury’s on the hot summer’s days. Have you seen this bike? It turned 

out to be very special and the Major was identified through it. I believe he pleaded guilty. Vince 

McFadden was Officer in Case so must have been sometime in the late seventies/early eighties. 

 

1979 about: Bill Bethell: The Shalford murder: An old lady was found strangled in her house 

in Station Road, Shalford. Enquiries turned up a security guard who had been sat in his car in 

Station Road who had seen a yellow Reliant Robin pull up and a very big fat man with a knitted 

tea cosy hat on, go into the house. Roy Stanford was driving to a briefing at Guildford when 

he passed the car with the suspect in it. He stopped the car, arrested Tysoe and took him to 

Godalming where he admitted the murder. He had been trying to buy the old lady's house. Ray 

Hussey was trying to get hold of Roy to berate him for not attending the briefing when he heard 

the defendant was in custody and had admitted it. 
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Simon Nelson: I was a PC stationed at Guildford at this time and on my late turn week was 

ordered to man the mobile incident caravan, which had been parked at the end of Station Road 

at the edge of the common land in Shalford. The caravan had been towed to the site by Land 

Rover and there was a small generator, which supplied power for lighting and the kettle. It was 

set up inside as a small enquiry office with radios and I think a phone line which the Post Office 

had connected. There was a rack on one wall, which held various forms and some pads of 

Incident Report forms, which we had to fill out with information given by members of the 

public. If it was significant information, then we arranged for their statement to be taken there 

and then whilst anything else was reviewed by the CID investigating the incident.  

 

I had several callers from passers-by who were mainly worried about what had happened and 

they were given cups of tea and reassurance. I also remember shortly after Tysoe being escorted 

through the tunnel from Guildford Police Station cells to the Magistrates Court for 

hearings when he was on remand. He looked very meek and mild, and I wandered what would 

make someone commit such an evil act on a defenceless old lady. I had heard through the 

grapevine that Tysoe had struck the lady about the head with an iron fire poker in the front 

room of her cottage and strangled her. Tysoe had a yellow Robin Reliant car, which had been 

seized and was locked in one of the metal cages in the ground floor car park at Guildford Police 

Station and it was there for months gathering dust, a constant reminder of the incident. The 

Victorian cottages at the end of Station Road have now been replaced with modern housing, 

which is visible when approaching Shalford along Kings Road from the direction Wonersh.   

  

1980: Robbery increased by 24% over the previous year to reach the highest figure ever 

recorded in Surrey67 

 

Early 1980's Securicor Cash Van Robberies - Simon Nelson: It was around this time there 

was a series of armed robberies on Securicor cash delivery vans in the home counties and these 

may be linked to the series mentioned in 1978. The MO was to stop the van, threaten the driver 

with guns and then like a knife through butter use a chain saw to cut a large hole in the side of 

the van. They would have their escape car nearby and after taking the money would get away. 

When I was a PC at Guildford on "C" Section we had just come out of 2 pm briefing (I am sure 

the villains knew the Police would be in the nick for change over) when there was a report of 

a Securicor van robbery near Effingham Junction railway station. The exact location where the 

van had been forced to stop was on the narrow railway bridge on Forest Road between the 

junctions of The Drift and Forest Lane. There are sharp bends on both sides of the bridge on 

the approach and on one side of the road thick woods and on the other side the far end of the 

railway station car park where the getaway car had been parked. I think five of us from late 

turn and some from early turn who were still loitering in the PCs office were told to get in police 

carrier and deploy to the scene as the robbers had escaped. We all raced out and climbed into 

the van driven by PC 61 Malcolm Biles who had just come back from his Transit Van course, 

and we drove with blue light (no siren fitted, only to Area cars at that time) up the A246 to 

Effingham and down Effingham Common Road to Effingham Junction. This was not our 

 
67 Annual Report 1989 
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ground and none of us had knowledge of the area. It may have been part of Shere rural section 

or just inside Leatherhead’s area. When we turned up at scene there were the Securicor Van 

and crew with red faces, and large hole in the offside. The van was completely blocked in by 

various cars, five or six on both sides, drivers of which had come across the robbery in 

progress.  

 

They had all been threatened with guns and forced to hand over their ignition keys which were 

all thrown into the woods. All the drivers were still there and in a state of shock. We 

subsequently secured the scene and took statements. I later heard that PC Graham "Hoss" 

Robinson the local village bobby had been patrolling in the railway station car park on his pedal 

cycle and had appeared minutes before the expected arrival of the Securicor van from the 

direction of East Horsley. The robbers were observing him and in desperation got out of the 

car and threatened him with guns telling him to lie face down on the ground of the car park. I 

believe he was told they would shoot him if he moved, and they took his radio off him. After 

the robbery PC Robinson managed to get to a phone at the Railway Station and called 999. I 

believe the same gang of robbers were all arrested at the scene of another van robbery in the 

Reigate area some weeks or months later.  

 

1980: There were nineteen royal visits to the county during the year68 

 

1979 or 1980: Chris Drew: I am struggling for the facts. I was night duty sergeant at 

Camberley when I received a message to ring Chris Atkins at around 1am. Much alarmed I 

was told to go directly to Sheik Yamani’s house at Windlesham where I would find an oil 

minister from a Gulf state who was in urgent need of protection. I was told that I must go in 

full uniform and in a highly visible patrol car because he had several Sudanese bodyguards 

who would kill anyone else attempting to enter. I thought this slightly exaggerated until I 

arrived and was immediately surrounded by half a dozen enormous men dressed entirely in 

black, all armed with kitchen knives and garden tools. It seems that this oil minister arrived by 

private jet at Heathrow and his guards alighted armed with Oozy machine guns only to be 

arrested by a uniformed PC who decided, “it wasn’t on”. Subsequently it seems the Home 

Secretary was turned out and Chris Atkins told to get him protected. It seems the minister 

thought he was on some domestic terror group’s hit list at home, but I don’t recall where. My 

task was to ensure he wasn’t disposed of prematurely whilst in Surrey. 

 

Shortly after I arrived, I believe it was Colin Skilton from Special Branch who arrived with the 

armaments. This turned out to be the smallest police handgun ever seen by the bodyguards, 

which caused much mirth when Colin produced it to show we meant business. One of the 

funnier aspects is that Chris Atkins appears to have forgotten to mention to Colin that his life 

was at risk if he turned up unannounced or without patrol car, which is what he did. Luckily 

for him I was on hand to prevent a nasty event. We then spent the rest of the night in manic 

amusement watching our guards patrolling the grounds intent on murdering anything that 
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moved. The oil minister didn’t trouble himself to speak to us and they all went off to Pennyhill 

Park for an OPEC conference the next morning. I don’t think we were even given breakfast. 

 

1980 Drug Squad: 

• The arrest of an operating theatre technician for the theft on five occasions of sedative 

drugs used to treat patients prior to an operation. He had replaced the drugs with water. 

• A report from hospital staff that patients were failing to respond to treatment with 

heroin and that some pharmacy stock had been replaced with dextrose powder. A 

number of containers had been interfered with and drugs at a street value of £5000 had 

been stolen. Two men were arrested. The heroin or diamorphine hydrochloride was 

used to treat terminally ill cancer patients. 

• A Camberley man was arrested for supplying heroin imported from Thailand 

• A man was arrested for obtaining 1100 tablets of methadone by deception and selling 

them at £5 each. 

• The arrest of five chemist shop burglars responsible for offences in Surrey and 

Hampshire with £5000 of Class A drugs were recovered69 

1980: Chief Constable Highly Commended: PC John Cork for exceptional bravery and 

devotion to duty in detaining a man who had attacked him with a knife. 

 

1980: January: Special Crime Patrol Unit: Several burglaries were committed in the 

Leatherhead the offender using cars stolen from the Wandsworth area. Enquiries led to a 

suspect in Tooting who was watched and seen to drive a stolen car but it was not possible to 

follow him. Police watched his home address until he returned with proceeds of crime and was 

arrested admitting fifteen burglaries in the county.70 

 

1980 Police Support Unit deployments: Two on aid to neighbouring forces and within the 

county – a Right to Work march from London to Brighton, assistance at an eviction, a missing 

person search.71 

 
69 Annual Report 1980 
70 Annual Report 1980 
71 Annual Report 1980 
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An eviction of Hippies from Wonersh 

 

1980 Regional Crime Squad: based at Walton Thames No 6 District office of eighteen 

officers, fourteen from Surrey, arrested 112 people of whom 57 were charged and £531,449 of 

property recovered.72 

 

1980 Police Dog Section: Answered 3737 calls making 490 arrests, finding 234 articles, 20 

missing people and 50 drug finds. The establishment is an inspector, five sergeants and 22 

constables. The constables were on division with three of the sergeants also on divisional 

strength the inspector and two of the sergeants are responsible for the dog training school.73 

 

1980 January 1: During the early hours a young woman arrived home at Caterham where she 

found her mother on the front path. She had just stabbed her husband and was later arrested for 

murder74 

 

1980 February 26: 50 vehicles in fog pile up: Police yesterday accused drivers of ignoring 

warnings after dozens of motorists had crashed into each other on a stretch of road affected by 

fog and ice. Nearly 50 cars and vans were involved in the pile up on the A31 Hogs Back, near 

Farnham.75 

 

1980 February and March: Special Crime Patrol Unit: Following a number of nighttime 

burglaries in houses and shops in Reigate the Unit kept observation on a local suspect who was 

seen to pick up an associate in a stolen car. It was difficult for mobile surveillance late into the 
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night and so observation was kept on the suspect’s home address. The men returned at 0520 

and were arrested in possession of crystal and glassware valued at £7000 from a Reigate 

burglary. The resulting enquiry led to the arrest of thirteen people for burglary, theft, deception, 

forgery, handling and conspiracy to defraud. Property valued at £12,000 was recovered.76 

 

1980 February 1: Location not given. At 2000 hours a man and his daughter were at home 

when they disturbed a burglar. The occupier gave chase and struggled with the burglar in the 

drive to the house. The householder was stabbed a number of times on his face and body but 

recovered from his wounds. The crime was undetected.77 

 

1980 February Surrey Constabulary officers seconded to Rhodesia. Dick Chase as a 

Sergeant led the seven Officers who were sent during Feb/ March 1980. The group consisted 

of one selected from each of the 5 Divisions plus Traffic and HQ. 

 

The seven were: Sgt 80 Dick Chase, Sgt 205 Dave Farrow, PC 556 Malcolm Sutton, PC 791 

Ian Mundell, PC 196 Cliff Cox, PC 1015 Mike Taylor, PC 807 Eric Holt 

 

 
 

1980 February 12: At 2000 a fire broke out in the bedroom of a first floor flat in Westcott 

occupied by a 75-year-old lady. A neighbour discovered the fire at 2155 and the emergency 

services called. The neighbour tried to rescue the lady but was driven back by heat and smoke. 

PCs Michael Ledwidge and Anthony James attended and immediately crawled along the 

hallway to the bedroom where they could see flames and a thick smoke. Receiving no answer 

to their shouts the officers were also forced out of the flat by the heat and smoke. The Fire 

Service attended but the lady was dead. The chief constable commended both officers and a 
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certificate was awarded to the neighbour Mr Derrick Groves and the police officers by the 

Society for the Protection of Life from Fire.78 

 

1980 February 26: 0500 RTA: A3 Guildford when a car overturned and caught fire. Inspector 

Harland arrived on the scene and with members of the public made an attempt at rescuing the 

driver but were driven back by the heat, smoke and fumes. Inspector Harland had a second try 

and was this time successful in releasing the driver and pulling him clear of the flames saving 

the life of the driver. The chief constable commended the inspector and the Society for the 

Protection of Life from Fire awarded certificates to the officer and the members of the public 

Messrs Bennell, Hudson and Beales.79 

 

1980 March 26: Armed robbery: Three men with sawn off shotguns and wearing facemasks 

forced an entry into the home of a jeweller in South Nutfield. They were tied up and threatened 

and so handed over the keys to their shop in Reigate. One man remained with the family and 

the other two went to the shop and stole jewellery and silver valued at £22,000. A further 

£26,000 of property was stolen from the house. Once left alone the family managed to free 

themselves and raised the alarm. Later that morning a Jaguar was seen in suspicious 

circumstances in Kent and made off followed by police. The vehicle came into Surrey and was 

stopped, one man arrested and a shotgun along with £22,000 of property recovered. The other 

men were later arrested and all appeared at the Central Criminal Court receiving lengthy prison 

terms.80 

 
 

1980 2 April: Murder: An attempted rape occurred at Frensham near Farnham when an 18-

year-old girl was threatened by a man with a knife and attempted to rape her. On the 5 June a 
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14-year-old girl was reported missing from her home in Farnham and a search was undertaken 

finding her body half concealed in woodland in Farnham. A murder enquiry began. The 

following Monday a 16-year-old girl was walking home in Haslemere when a man approached 

her who threatened her with a knife and tried to get her into his van. The girl was freed by the 

intervention of a passer by. A man living in Churt was arrested later that day and admitted the 

murder and attempted rape appearing before the Central Criminal Court and being sentenced 

to life in prison.81 

 
Paul Dance Scenes of Crime Officer: A young female kennel maid was grabbed and taken 

from Bacon Lane, Frensham by a male.  She was dragged into an area of shrub land between 

Bacon Lane and Frensham Big Pond, stripped naked and raped by the male later identified as 

Kenneth Kirton.  He also attacked her with a knife; the young girl had defence wounds on her 

fingers.  She escaped and ran naked back to kennels where she worked close to Frensham Pond 

Hotel.  I examined the scene together with David Strudwick.  There was very little forensic 

evidence available initially other than shoe marks in the sand. The offender Kirton was not 

caught but within a month he had murdered Clare Hutchinson. Following Kirton’s arrest I 

attended his home in Churt.  I searched the premises and seized numerous exhibits.  In the loft 

I found a book by Professor Simpson on murderers.  The sleeve of the book was folded in on 

a page showing a dead naked female body.   The body of Clare Hutchinson had been left in 

exactly the same position in Bourne Woods. Another factor about Kirton was that Ludwig van 

Beethoven fascinated him.  There was a huge picture of Beethoven hanging on the lounge wall.  

He apparently used to sit and listen to his music for hours on end. 

 

March 1980 Police Review: Chief Superintendent Jackman Woking  
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1980 May: Dave Strudwick Scenes of Crime Officer: Clare Hutchinson from The Bourne aged 

fifteen was reported missing on the way to school. There was also a rape at the Frensham Ponds 

Hotel dealt with by Scenes of Crime Officers Dave Strudwick and Paul Dance. The third 

incident was when a young woman was attacked near Haslemere station, but she fought back, 

ran home and wrote a vehicle number in lipstick on the kitchen table. This led to the arrest of 

a suspect who late at night said he would show where Clare was buried. This was the first 

indication that she was dead. Detective Superintendent Ron Underwood was Officer in Case. 
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Scenes of Crime Officers went to Frensham Woods where the body was found partly buried 

face down. When the suspect’s home was searched there was a copy of the Reader’s Digest of 

murders open at the page of the earlier Wigwam murder in the same area where the deceased 

had been buried face down. This case was unusual in that it was proved by Strudwick that the 

girl had been in the van as her big toe print was found on the windscreen.  

 

Stan Wood: Clare was reported as missing about a week before her body was found.  She had 

disappeared whilst walking to school in Farnham.  When the alarm went up, I was asked to 

respond by sending a team of dog handlers to search various parts of Farnham common 

land.  With a large team of dogs, we spent many hours over several days searching but more in 

hope with no sightings to go on.  It was really showing the flag to say we were trying doing 

something.  We were never asked to search Bourne Wood.   

 

On June 9th the man responsible had tried to attack a second girl and has luck would have it his 

car number was taken, and an arrest made.  He admitted killing Clare and took CID to the area 

known as Bourne Wood.  For several unsuccessful hours of man searching, she could not be 

located and in consequence I received a phone call late at night requesting dogs to attend. 

Before I go any further, I must say that my next action was taken on the advice of Sgt Bill 

Redwood years earlier when he said that in the right circumstances a dog handler working 

alone in the early morning air was sometimes more effective that a large team with distractions 

of the day. 

 

I decided to turn out immediately alone with my dog Dexta and if no result to turn out a full 

team at daybreak. I arrived in the early hours with several CID and Uniform at the 

scene.  Having been shown the rough area I went into the wood with just the one dog and Chief 

Inspector Ivan Bushnell from Farnham. I set Dexta to work free casting in front of me and 

playing my torch on the dog. Ivan was just behind me.  We were not in the wood five minutes 

before I got a positive reaction from the dog.  I turned to Ivan and said, ‘She’s over there’.  That 

was it, my job done.  I returned home to bed. 

 

I must stress that we had never searched Bourne Wood before that night, and we certainly did 

not miss her. I with many other officers attend Clare’s funeral.  This was a very sad although 

successful job for the Section. 

 

1980 June 9: More police in hunt for girl aged 14: Police searching for Clare Hutchison aged 

14 the missing Surrey schoolgirl, are to increase their inquiries today with 60 officers, twice 

the number used so far in the hunt. They have been unable to find a clue as to her possible 

whereabouts. She has been missing since shortly after leaving her home in Boundstone, 

Farnham on Thursday morning. Surrey police were told by someone who saw Clare walking 

towards Wydon School, that she had completed more than half her journey.  82 

 

 
82 1980 June 9: The Times 
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1980 June 11: Missing girl is found dead in a wood: After being missing for six days the 

naked body of Clare was found in a wood and a man charged with her murder. Police went to 

the wood after another schoolgirl managed to fight off an attacker. The dead girl’s mother was 

too distraught to talk last night, and her boyfriend is under sedation. The girl’s body partly 

covered by leaves was found by a police dog handler in Bourne Wood, a private wood about 

two miles from her home in Farnham. A few hours before her body was found a girl aged 16 

had fought off a man who allegedly tried to force her into his car as she walked home at 

Haslemere nearby. The girl took a note of the man’s car number. Police found the body at about 

3.30 am Inspector Bob Ball of Surrey Police said, “If we had not been led to the spot the 

chances are we may never have found the body.” It was in a rarely visited area of pine trees.83 

 

1980 June 11: Missing girl is found dead in wood: The hunt for Clare Hutchison the 

schoolgirl age 14 who had been missing for 6 days ended yesterday when her naked body was 

found in a wood A man who was not named, was charged last night. He will appear before 

magistrates in Farnham today. Police went to the wood after another schoolgirl managed to 

fight off an attacker. The dead girl’s mother was too distraught last night and the girl’s 

boyfriend was under sedation. The girl’s body partly covered by leaves was found by a police 

dog handler in Bourne Wood, a private wood about two miles from her home in Farnham. A 

few hours before the body was found a girl, aged 16, had fought off a man who allegedly tried 

to force her into his car as she walked home at Haslemere near by. The girl took a note of the 

man’s car number. Police found the body at about 3.30am. Inspector Bob Ball said, “If we had 

not been led to the right spot, the chances are we may never have found the body.” It was in a 

rarely visited area of pine trees. 84 

 

June 12 1980: Man remanded on Schoolgirl murder charge: Kenneth David Kirton aged 35 a 

painter and decorator, was remanded in custody at Farnham Magistrates Court charged with 

the murder of Clare Hutchins of Parkhurst Fields, Churt and remanded until next Wednesday.85  

 
83 The Times 11 June 1980 
84 1980 June 11: The Times 
85 The Times Thursday, Jun 12, 1980 
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PC Alec Budd at the scene 

 

1980 July 22: Kenneth Kirton aged 35 a father of two was sent for trial by Farnham 

Magistrates charged with the murder of Clare Hutchinson.86 

 

1980 July 22: Girl Murder Charge:  Kenneth Kirton aged 35, father of two children, was 

sent for trial by magistrates at Farnham, Surrey yesterday accused of murdering Clare 

Hutchison aged 14, whose body was found last month in woodland near Frensham.87 

 

1980 May: Dave Strudwick Scenes of Crime Officer: Clare Hutchison from The Bourne 

aged fifteen was reported missing on the way to school. There was also a rape at the Frensham 

Ponds Hotel dealt with by Scenes of Crime Officers Dave Strudwick and Paul Dance. The third 

incident was when a young woman was attacked near Haslemere station, but she fought back, 

ran home and wrote a vehicle number in lipstick on the kitchen table. This led to the arrest of 

a suspect who late at night said he would show where Clare was buried. This was the first 

indication that she was dead. Detective Superintendent Ron Underwood was Officer in Case. 

 
86 The Times 22 July 29 1980 
87 The Times (London, England), Tuesday, Jul 22, 1980 
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Scenes of Crime Officers went to Frensham Woods where the body was found partly buried 

face down. When the suspect’s home was searched there was a copy of the Reader’s Digest of 

murders open at the page of the earlier Wigwam murder in the same area where the deceased 

had been buried face down. This case was unusual in that it was proved by Strudwick that the 

girl had been in the van as her big toe print was found on the windscreen.  

Graham Ingram: I think this was in 1980/1981 as I was working at Frensham (Rowledge), at 

the time, although I was away on leave when it happened.  Sergeant Brian Potter at Frensham 

would have details, as might Neil Hansford (Ex PC 749 at Tilford).  

Phil Dunford: The funeral director was David Leggett, then of H. C. Patrick.  The body was 

found off Old Frensham Road in the Bourne Woods. I was tasked to stay at the scene overnight. 

A bit spooky when the generator stopped, all lights went out and I had to follow the tape into 

the woods to the scene, to refill the petrol tank.  

 

Jim Allen:  This is my account of the background and my personal involvement in the murder 

of Clare Hutchison including a small amount of knowledge of events prior to and after which 

led to the detection of the offender in 1980. Clare Hutchison was a fourteen-year-old schoolgirl 

who lived at 2 Dene Walk, Lower Bourne, in Farnham with her mother Betty, elder sister Janet, 

and younger brother David. Clare attended Weydon Secondary School and was a friend of my 

daughter Paula. Betty Hutchison had been separated/ divorced from her husband Bob 

Hutchison for some time. I first met Betty Hutchison when I lived in the police house in the 

Old Frensham Road, Lower Bourne. About 1630hrs on Thursday 5th June 1980 whilst on a 

single crew beat car, I received a message over the personal radio from PS 211 Randall which 

stated that Mrs Hutchison asked if I could be informed that her daughter Clare had not returned 

home from school; enquiries with the school revealed that she had not attended that day. At 

10pm that evening I attended the address at 2 Dene Walk with Inspector Ian Swaddling as Clare 

had not returned and there had been no contact from her. This was a very unusual pattern of 

behaviour. 

 

An interview with Mrs Hutchison, together with a search of the premises did not reveal any 

correspondence that would provide clues as to her failure to return home. Clare’s usual route 

on her journey to school was via Dene Lane into Lodge Hill Road crossing the Bourne 

crossroads with the A287 into Burnt Hill Road. At the junction of Burnt Hill Road with 

Shortheath Road she would cross into Greenhill Road and then onto Weydon Lane to the 

school. This area was searched without result and no witnesses were traced. An incident 

occurred in mid-May 1980, which connected with the disappearance of Clare but this was not 

immediately linked. Between 12th May and 17th May 1980 I was covering Crime Prevention 

duties for PS Fred Johnson. It was during this time that at a divisional parade, which was being 

taken by Chief Superintendent Trussler, information was received of an attack on a kennel 

maid from Frensham Pond kennels, which was on the Hampshire side of Frensham Great Pond. 

A male who had been driving a van had dragged the young kennel maid onto the common, she 

was stripped of her clothing and beaten with a birch branch but managed to escape and she ran 

back naked across the heath land to the kennels. A CID unit was dispatched, and a search 

instigated, the assailant had driven off on the A287 towards Churt in a van. A photo-fit was 
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made of the assailant that at a later date was found to closely resemble the person responsible 

for the murder of Clare Hutchison 

 

On the 6th June 1980 I was allocated the job now known as the Family Liaison Officer. Searches 

and interviews of persons within the family and connected with the family continued. Dog 

teams commenced a search of the area of the Bourne and surrounding woodland without result. 

Superintendent Dave Stewart with Chief Inspector Ivor Bushnell was heading the enquiry. As 

no progress had been made in sightings of Clare we engaged the services of the media, both 

newspapers and television with appeals being made by Betty Hutchison for Clare to get in 

touch to show she was safe or for information leading to knowledge of her whereabouts.  

 

I remember the television channels were really good and in majority the newspapers also, 

except for a woman reporter from the Sun newspaper that I had words with for making 

unnecessary and upsetting suggestions to Betty Hutchison as to the morality of Clare. I banned 

her from any further contact and the Sun had to send another reporter. Once the appeal for 

information was out in the public media, letters and phone calls began to arrive at 2 Dene Walk 

some of which were of a disgusting and derogatory nature which caused great distress. I then 

began to monitor all telephone calls received with help from technical equipment provided by 

HQ, and to monitor all letters received. As a family liaison officer working with the family 

over long hours, starting at 7am and perhaps working until midnight, you begin to experience 

the highs and lows at close quarters. It becomes a difficult job to keep their hopes alive as time 

passes without any information; you experience them in great depression and anxiety, to great 

anger and sometimes a reaction that could jeopardise the enquiry. 

 

About 10.30pm on Saturday 7th June 1980 I received a telephone call at my home from Betty 

Hutchison saying that she had received a telephone call from Pip Holdaway the licensee of The 

Fox Public House, Lower Bourne saying that a close male friend of the family, Jack who was 

extremely distressed by Clare’s disappearance, was at the premises with four other males, all 

had been drinking heavily and there was criticism of the failure of the police to provide any 

answers or to find Clare. This group were going to obtain information their way starting with 

the young boyfriend. The bar emptied of locals because of the atmosphere and Pip Holdaway 

was worried that the situation was getting out of hand. Betty Hutchison asked if I could de-fuse 

the situation. Jack, I knew had a Special Forces background and was ranked nationally 

extremely highly in Jujitsu and Karate, so when I went into the bar I did wonder if I was going 

to come out on a stretcher. But knowing Jack for some time, and with the help of Pip Holdaway, 

and a lot of talking (also I think the last drink was a lot more potent than they knew), they were 

all loaded into a van and delivered home to sleep it off, and to face the wrath of Betty Hutchison 

the following morning. Enquiries on the 8th June 1980 did not produce any useful leads.  On 

9th June 1980 there was a failed attempt to adduct a young female at Haslemere by a male 

driving a van, the abduction failed because the girl fought back whilst being dragged towards 

the van screaming, a woman passers-by shouted and the assailant threw the girl to the ground 

and jumped in the van and drove off, but not before the index number had been noted by her 

in lipstick. Enquiries revealed that this vehicle was a hire vehicle owned by Swain and Jones 
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Garage, East Street Farnham, and they had hired the vehicle to a painter and decorator by the 

name of Kenneth Kirton from Parkhurst Cottages Churt. 

 

A team with PS211 Randall attended the address and Kirton was arrested. During interview at 

Farnham, by I believe Detective Sergeant Jim Burgman, Kirton admitted the attempted 

abduction and assault at Haslemere, the abduction and murder of Clare Hutchison and the 

attempted rape at Frensham of the kennel maid. At 0030hrs on Tuesday 10th June 1980 I receive 

a telephone call instructing me to go to a location in the wooded area in The Old Frensham 

Road on the bend Farnham side of Dove Cottage, it was at this location we found the body of 

Clare Hutchison most of the clothing was missing and she was lying in a dip in the ground and 

an attempt had been made to hide her body. Kirton scattered her clothing along the A287, 

between Frensham, Churt, and Hindhead. At 0130hrs that morning in company with Chief 

Inspector Bushnell I informed Mrs Hutchison that we had found the body of a young female, 

which we believed to be Clare and was subsequently identified as such. 

 

Kenneth Kirton had been employed painting the outside of a house in Burnt Hill Road Lower 

Bourne and had seen Clare walking to school every morning prior to her abduction on the 5th 

June when using his painters knife, he forced her into the hire van and drove to the Old 

Frensham Road wooded area where he forced her out of the van an attempted to rape her 

(subsequent enquiries revealed that there were problems within the marriage and he was 

impotent at that time) he stated that he believed that Clare would laugh at him so he killed her. 

At the time of the search of his home address a book was found which made reference to “The 

Wigwam” murder at Hankley Common of a local girl by a Canadian/Indian soldier, this book 

was marked at this page. I remained as liaison officer to the family until 31 October 1980 when 

I attended the Central Criminal Court with Mrs Betty Hutchison where Kenneth Kirton entered 

a guilty plea to the Murder of Clare and was sentenced to life imprisonment with a 

recommendation that he be detained for a minimum of 25yrs. 

 

The trial 31 January 1981: Girl’s killer sent to jail for life: A killer who was said to have 

led a reign of terror in Surrey was sentenced to life imprisonment yesterday for killing a 14 

year old schoolgirl. Sentencing Kenneth Kirton at the Central Criminal Court, Judge Miskinn 

QC, the Recorder of London told him: “You represent a continuing terrible danger to the public 

and particularly young and pretty girls.”  Mr Kirton aged 32 a decorator of Parkhurst Fields, 

Churt near Hindhead denied murder but admitted manslaughter through diminished 

responsibility of Clare Hutchison. He also admitted attacks on two other girls in the same area 

near Farnham.  Mr John Marriage QC for the prosecution, told the court that Mr Kirton had 

snatched the girl as she walked to school last June, drove her to a wood and strangled her after 

trying to have sexual intercourse. Clare Hutchison of Dene Walk, Farnham, had been reported 

missing and a search was underway when Mr Kirton attacked another girl Jacqueline Glaysher 

aged 16.88 

 

 
88 The Times (London, England), Saturday, Jan 31, 1981 
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1981 January 31: Girl’s killer sent to gaol for life: Kirton was sentenced at the Central 

Criminal Court told him, “You represent a continuing terrible danger to the public and 

particularly young and pretty girls.” He denied murder but admitted manslaughter through 

diminished responsibility of Clare Hutchison. He also admitted attacks on two other girls in 

the Frensham area. 89 

 

1980 April: Special Crime Patrol Unit:  Observation was kept on two Farnham based 

burglars suspected of committing their crimes in Surrey. One evening they were seen to throw 

property into a river and the men were arrested. A search by the underwater search unit 

recovered jewellery valued at £1800 pounds. Both men admitted twenty-one burglaries of 

which five were in Surrey.90 

 

1980 April 15: A man arrested by dog handler Tony Salter and Sabre after a protracted search 

and chase escaped from custody at Godalming after violently assaulting a police officer. Dog 

Inspector Stan Woods attended with Dextra and found a track in woodland. The escapee was 

seen and PC Salter who had made the arrest earlier let his dog Sabre go and the man was again 

detained.91 

 

1980 29 April: Axed driver gave police car the chop: Kevin O’Sullivan aged 37, a labourer, 

was driven into a rage when he failed to get a good price for his van after being banned from 

driving. He went outside with an axe and started to chop it up. And when police called to the 

scene, he started chopping up their police car. Dorking magistrates were told that police officers 

retreated to their car for safety when O’Sullivan threatened to “top the lot of you.” He smashed 

the axe down on the bonnet of the car then shattered a side window forcing an officer to duck 

to avoid flying glass before the car was driven hurriedly away. O’Sullivan admitted causing 

£75 of damage to the police car and using threatening behaviour likely to cause a breach of the 

peace. Detective Constable Richard Chivers gave the facts of the case.  O’Sullivan was 

defended by Humfrey Malins. There were other outstanding offences and so the hearing was 

adjourned for reports.92 

 

1980 Operation Countryman: Dorset Police led by ACC Leonard Burt undertook an enquiry 

into the City of London Police at the request of the Commissioner, which was to be based at 

Godalming police station. The initial enquiry into allegations of police corruption was extended 

to the Metropolitan Police and the original enquiry became subsumed by volume (100 officers 

from 13 police forces) with a significant number of suspects and a great deal of acrimony. 

When the Chief Constable of Dorset retired declaring that at least twenty detectives would be 

charged there was outrage at New Scotland Yard and within the D of PP. The investigation had 

cost £3 million and had led to two City detectives being convicted and it was time for new 

leadership. The Chief Constable of Surrey Sir Peter Matthews was given the task of completing 

 
89 The Times 31 January 1981 
90 Annual Report 1980 
91 Annual Report 1980 
92 The Times 29 April 1980 



Robert Bartlett 16 October 2021 Copyright expressed 938at938@gmail.com 

 

68 

 

the enquiry with a team of officers including some from Surrey. Officers were charged, some 

dismissed and some resigned.93 

 

1980 April 18: Eight arrested after Countryman raids: Six men and two women were taken 

to Guildford police station for questioning after the largest series of raids by Operation 

Countryman, the investigation into police corruption. None of them is a serving or former 

police officer. IT is understood that they were questioned about three big robberies from which 

the allegations of corruption stemmed. 40 officers of the Countryman team, which now 

numbers 80 officers from provincial forces, and is based at Godalming, made the arrests. 

Guildford police station was sealed off as those arrested arrived from London in cars. Later, 

Mr Peter Matthews the Chief Constable of Surrey and recently appointed adviser to the enquiry 

arrived at the station to join Detective Chief Superintendent Whitby of Dorset police who is in 

operational command. The operation has become the centre of a controversy with allegations 

of non-cooperation from London officers and suggestions that the provincial officers were out 

of their depth.94 

 

1980 May 13: Armed Robbery: A security van was boxed in and forced to stop in Tandridge. 

The vehicle was attacked by probably five men; one of the men immediately snapped off the 

radio aerial whilst others slashed the tyres. An attempt was made to open the rear doors with a 

disc cutter whilst a man with a handgun held up motorists, taking their car keys and throwing 

them into the hedgerow. The crew had with drawn into the armoured section and the driver 

noticed that the car that had been blocking his escape had been removed so he got back into his 

seat and drove off. At least six shots were fired at the vehicle as it left the scene, but no one 

was injured. An extensive search recovered three stolen vehicles used in the robbery on false 

plates, but no one was arrested.95 

 

1980 May 19: Armed Robbery: During the night three men wearing balaclava and armed 

with shotguns and truncheons forced their way into the sub-post office at Mychett. They tied 

up the postmaster and his family forcing the postmaster to reveal the location of the safe and 

to hand over the contents £9,000. The postmaster and his family were locked in the garage of 

the house and the raiders made off. Three men were arrested following an intensive enquiry 

working with Essex Police. The men admitted the offence in Mychett 96 

 

1980 June 10: Murder: A 42-year-old woman was found dead in her home in South Godstone 

having been beaten on the head with a baseball bat. Her car had been stolen. The vehicle was 

found at Oxted, and a friend of the murdered woman arrested and later convicted of 

manslaughter and sentenced to four years in prison.97 

 

 
93 The Times 10 December 2010 obituary Leonard Burt 
94 1980 April 18: The Times 
95 Annual Report 1980 
96 Annual Report 1980 
97 Annual Report 1980 
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1980 October 22: Fraud: A Guildford bank was defrauded of £151,000 and enquiries by the 

Fraud Squad linked this to other offences and by January 1982 the total defrauded reached 

£600,00. Two men were arrested and charged98 

 

1980 14 November: Vehicles were broken into at beauty spots and property stolen a crime 

prevalent in the Dorking and Leatherhead areas. Observation was kept on car parks and on the 

14 November a man was arrested whilst attempting to enter a vehicle admitting more than sixty 

offences.99 

 

1980 November 19: Why police want people to peddle their cycles: A cash shortage has 

punctured the plans of the Surrey Constabulary to put their Bobbies back on bicycles in a move 

to resurrect old fashioned policing methods. Without the money to pay for 100 new cycles 

necessary for a back-to-the-beat experiment in Guildford the police have been forced to appeal 

to residents for unwanted bicycles. Flat tyres, rust and faulty brakes are not regarded as 

drawbacks as the pedal power corps of policemen will be expected to renovate the machines. 

Officers of the Guildford Division who are being turned out of their patrol cars and put back 

on the saddle in an attempt to fight rising crime will be expected to pay for their cycles out of 

a monthly allowance of £3.33. If the experiment works, the rest of the constabulary may follow 

suit. Ironically the division already has a mound of cycles in the lost and found department. 

But an earlier plan to use them was dropped after discussions with senior officers. Mr Brian 

Hayes acting DCC told me yesterday “We decided against that because we thought people 

might complain we were using property which did not belong to us. We are not short of money 

in the sense that we had to make this appeal to the public. We do not buy bicycles for use by 

officers because someone would have to maintain them. We are reverting to a back-to-the-beat 

policy partly because we have the men now that the force is almost up to strength and partly 

because we feel that the Bobby on the beat is the shop window of the force as far as the public 

is concerned. Although the police would ideally like to be offered the bicycles free, it is 

understood that small sums will be offered for the most suitable machines.100 

 

1980 November 29: Arson: A man entered several empty industrial buildings at Ripley and 

set fire to them causing £85,000 worth of damage. A man was later arrested and committed to 

the Crown Court.  

 

1980 December 8: Drink-drive campaign: Surrey police are to use special squads, some in 

unmarked cars, in a drive against drunken motorists at Christmas. In its campaign last year 693 

drivers were stopped and 146 arrested. 101 

 

1980 Les Martin: I recall an incident involving a police dog, probably about 1980, in Dorking. 

A call came in that there were intruders on the premises, which was a private house. Uniform 

officers were dispatched, a dog handler was in the area, and was also sent, and a couple of us 

 
98 Annual Report 1982 
99 Annual Report 1980 
100 1980 November 19: The Times 
101 1980 December 8: The Times 
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CID officers also attended.. The uniformed officers and CID arrived slightly ahead of the dog 

handler (who I believe was Den Blackman) and there was a car parked outside with a woman 

sitting in it (the girlfriend of the offender) He was still in the house, but on our arrival, he legged 

it out the back, down the garden, over the fence, across the road and into a cornfield. As soon 

as Den Blackman arrived, he was told of the situation and went with me to the field. The corn 

(or whatever it was) was four to five feet tall, and we could see a head above the corn running 

away. Den immediately picked up his Alsatian, pointed to the head, which was rapidly getting 

smaller, and then put his dog down.  The dog leapt into action, and only seconds later the head 

disappeared immediately followed by yells and shouting.  The offender did not get away and 

of course at a later interview the offender confessed to everything, as he knew the dog was also 

at the police station. 

 
Home Secretary Willie Whitelaw visiting one of the first joint police/ military anti-

terrorist exercises at Pirbright.  Front of picture is Bob Gee, Chris Drew and Pat 

Crossan on the phone. CC Matthews and ACC Brian Hayes 

 

1980s Stan Wood: Development of Explosive Search Dogs. I remember of course the 

Bombing of the Grand Hotel and sending dogs down to Brighton.  As secretary of the Training 

Sub Committee, we did a lot of work.  It was decided that Chief Inspector Brian Eland, West 

Mercia and Harry Edwards, RUC were to be given the job of tightening up the training of 

explosive dogs.  It was their ideas that formed the licensing and future training of the dogs and 

the training of the instructors.  This was just before I retired, and I never saw it working.102 

1980 Murder of Sylvia Westcott  

 

 
102 Email to Robert Bartlett 
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1980 December 31: Peter Jack Matthews Chief Constable of Surrey was knighted in the 

New Year honour’s list.103 

 

1981 January 2: Two killed: Two drivers were killed and three people seriously injured when 

two cars collided at Blindley Heath yesterday. The dead were Mr John Kozel of East Sussex 

and Gordon Avenell of Blindley Heath.104 

 

1981 February 19: The Times: Strychnine warning: An urgent warning was issued 

yesterday after strychnine was stolen from a chemist’s shop in Maybury Road, Woking. Surrey 

police feared it could be mistaken for heroin or cocaine. It was taken in an amber glass jar 

marked with skull and crossbones. 

 

1981 April 19: 0015: Boxhill Road, Tadworth: A neighbour called to say she could hear 

suspicious noise from a flat above. PC Mervyn Mann and WPC Small attended and forced an 

entry finding a man and woman lying on their side in the hallway overcome by fumes from 

the central heating system. The flat was searched with the neighbour and two children both 

semiconscious were taken from the house. All four occupants were removed to Miss Moore’s 

flat downstairs where they were looked after until the ambulance arrived. Miss Moore and the 

two officers received commendations from the Royal Humane Society.105 

 

1981 Between January 1979 and April: A series of burglaries, indecent assaults and rapes 

took place in and around Oxted where women, some very elderly were subjected to physical 

abuse. A team of police officers were tasked with investigating these crimes and following the 

discovery at the scene of a crime a home machine made knitted cardigan, all owners of such 

machines in the area were interviewed and the maker of the cardigan traced. A suspect was 

traced and arrested and interviewed by Detective Constable Grey admitting over time a number 

of offences. DC Gray was showing signs of the serious illness that was to cause his death but 

nonetheless he helped his colleague complete the case against the man who was sentenced to a 

lengthy term of imprisonment. The Chief Constable Highly commended posthumously, 

Detective Constable Grey (Ed: Spelt both Grey and Gray). In addition, a further twenty officers 

and a civilian typist were commended for their efforts.106 

 

1981 April 30: Surrey firearms team and Sussex combine in an open country search near at 

Newchapel near the Mormon Temple after an armed man made off from police. 

 
103 1980 December 31: The Times 
104 The Times (London, England), Friday, Jan 02, 1981 

 
105 Annual Report 1982 
106 Annual Report 1982 
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Malcolm Sutton and the future team leader                     Sergeant Keith Simmonds 

 

1980s early Phil Norris Firearms Support Team: I was an Authorised Firearms Officer in 

1976 and a founder member of the Firearms Support Team when first formed in 1979. The 

Chief Constable Peter Matthews who did not want a firearms team at all held up the formation 

of the Firearms Support Team. He did not want policemen in Surrey with loaded guns but the 

Home Office had advised that all police forces would form a dedicated firearms team to train 

to a recognised standard. Even though a team was formed, we did not really get let loose on 

the Surrey Public until 1980 when Sir Peter no longer had a choice. 

  

I was the first officer to attend the National Police Sniper Course with Devon and Cornwall 

Police at Exeter and spent three weeks crawling around Dartmoor dressed in a camouflage suit, 

returning to the force with a 90% pass mark. I was also the first to attend a VIP and Specialist 

Handgun Course returning with a unique 100% pass mark, the first that Devon and Cornwall 

Police had ever awarded. ACC Brian Hayes was particularly pleased and sought me out 

personally to congratulate my efforts. The following give some flavour of the work the 

Firearms Support Team undertook in the early 1980s:  

   

Three of the team (me, Tim Page and Taff Jones) spent every day for two to three weeks hidden 

in `hides` built from branches and leaves, in the woods of West Horsley trying to catch a male 

who armed with a knife was threatening female horse riders. We would enter the hides early 

morning and stay till darkness, cooking our meals on camping stoves. One day when Inspector 

Mick Wayland came to check that we were okay, it was great fun to watch him wandering 

around the woods trying to find us, such was the quality of our hides. We eventually called to 

him when he was no more than ten feet away. 
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On another occasion, an armed robbery was expected on a post office van at Oxted and a 

number of us were picked up in a tiny post office van at Reigate, driven to the depot at Reigate 

where we transferred to a larger van and hid in the back. A coach containing the rest of the 

team lying on the floor followed the van at some distance.  

  

An armed man was known to be travelling to Godalming with the intention of shooting a 

member of government, so we “staked” out the railway station and waited for him. Mick 

Wraight and I lay alongside the platform alongside the `live` rail and as the man stood above 

us with his feet overhanging the platform. I think both Mick and I stopped breathing rather than 

give away our location. The rest of the team were hidden in metal skip containers in the nearby 

car park. The suspect then walked across the car park and Mick and I were able to move from 

our position and cover him. When the `dulcet` tones of Pete Moore shouting “ARMED 

POLICE” rang out across the car park, we all breathed a sigh of relief when the male stood, 

peed his pants and gave himself up. We breathed another sigh of relief when we found that the 

weapon had been left in the cab of the lorry that he drove there! 

 

Special Crime Patrol Unit 

 

John Lane: I served two terms on the Surrey Constabulary and Surrey Police Special Crime 

Patrol Unit and my first tour was from 12th July 1981 to 19th January 1985.The second tour 

was in the 1990s. My first tour was the best and we operated from an office attached to the then 

Crime Bureau, which was located at the front of the building close to the gymnasium. The 

office manager was Mick Blencoe known as Mr Pastry and our main task was targeting 

travelling criminals who were operating within the county most of whom travelled from South 

East London. The detective chief inspector was Tim Blake initially and later replaced by Len 

Rose and the detective inspector was Roger Hawkins later replaced by John Cobbett. Dave 

Amos and Bob Scott were the detective sergeants, and our main job role involved the 

identifying of prospective targets, undertaking background enquiries and formulating a target 

package for briefing the team. The targets that were to be worked on by surveillance were 

selected at weekly meetings run by the detective chief inspector. 

 

Once decided we usually operated as two separate teams under the supervision of the detective 

sergeants although on occasions the detective inspector and detective chief inspector and 

detective chief inspector also joined the teams. At this time the squad used to be allowed to 

claim up to four hundred units per month in accrued overtime and all excess was carried over, 

as it was not unusual to exceed the four hundred units with extended time on surveillance. The 

unit had obvious financial restraints on equipment and when I started, we operated a two-radio 

system namely Maxar and the old valve set installations. This meant that one car had both 

systems installed and operated a relay to units some of which only had the one system. The old 

valve system was not secure and used to cut across most wave lengths and it was not unusual 

to hear transmissions from cars bellowing out over garage forecourt installations where an 

intercom system operated. However, we coped, and our biggest problem was getting agreed 
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funding for replacement vehicles, as there was no budget set for replacement initially and 

therefore some of the vehicles exceeded 100,000 miles before replacement. We operated with 

a motorbike on surveillance operations known as a 4/2 as it only had two wheels as opposed to 

four. This was to allow us to maintain contact with targets in vehicles in the heavy London 

traffic as frequently the surveillance convoys got baulked due to traffic conditions. We also 

had a limited number of "Body Sets" and at the commencement of any operation we had 

nominated "footmen" as we did not have individual sets unlike when I returned to the unit in 

the 1990s. 

 

Briefings prior to the day’s operations were undertaken at police stations or section houses 

usually at 6am or similar and once "on the plot" we could only move our allocated positions 

with permission from the "eyeball" and then for natural breaks or to obtain refreshments. We 

used to incur expenses due to purchase of refreshments and at weeks end we submitted 

expenses claims which were paid to us by cheque. These invariably were cashed at The 

Britannia Public House in Guildford as traditionally we had a "wind down" drink on a Friday 

night at this venue affectionately known as "The Glitter Dome" 

 

During Operations we had a nominated "Log Keeper" who did his or her best to maintain a log 

of target movements and identifying unit, so it acted as a reference document when making 

statements and this was read to the unit at the day’s de-briefings. This was signed by all present 

once the entry was agreed. Although this document was protected as it provided details of 

police methods it was frequently brought into the arena at trials and the maker was heavily 

questioned on it.  

 

The unit operated very successfully and was held in very high regard particularly in the 

Metropolitan Police and Thames Valley areas and the unit had an incredible intelligence 

network, as most collators knew unit members due to their frequent visits. This initiated phone 

calls to the office from collators when they had intelligence about their criminals operating in 

Surrey. Targets were "flagged" via C11 if they were being actively worked on to prevent any 

operation duplication and checks were always made with C11 to check that targets were not 

already flagged. 

 

Generally, this is how the unit operated and there was not a great deal of change when I did the 

second tour although training with surveillance courses and such like were now in being and 

equipment was better. Previously all our surveillance training was done "in house" by 

surveillance trained staff and these were conducted by running our own course with exercises. 

 

The camaraderie on the unit was incredible it was all for one and one for all. 

 

1981 Surrey Constabulary support to police in Liverpool following the Toxteth riots. Chris 

Farmer: Another of my “battle honours”, but one that sadly only provides me with hazy 

memories.   We were accommodated in halls of residence at the university and operated out of 

the Admiral Street police station.   The first night we arrived was a real eye-opener to us soft 

southerners, and we were stunned by the devastation visited upon the local area: most of the 
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shops had been looted, with all their windows shattered and doors destroyed; every conceivable 

bit of street furniture, including paving slabs and kerbstones, ripped up or torn down to be used 

as missiles or implements of destruction. Litter and all kinds of rubbish lying everywhere so 

all in all, this was a thoroughly depressing place.   My unit was deployed in pairs to patrol on 

foot in one area, which provided the only moment of light relief that I am now able to recall.   

I was on foot with PC 544 Mick Finch, a stalwart of the Shere Section (also represented by the 

irrepressible PC 1351 Len West, whose outrageous humour kept us all in stitches and was a 

real tonic when morale started to flag; later to become a dog man) and we were patrolling in 

what later became apparent to be part of the red-light district.   At one point, an upstairs sash 

window of a dilapidated looking Victorian terrace was opened, and a young (-ish!) local female 

enquired of us if there was anything she could do for us.    

Simon Nelson: These riots were sparked after general dissatisfaction with the Thatcher 

Government and an increase in unemployment particularly in Toxteth. I remember watching 

TV news film of riots with petrol bombs and things being thrown at the police, overturned 

vehicles and burning buildings. The next thing I knew was that I was on a coach as a member 

of the Guildford contingent of the Surrey Constabulary Police Support Unit (PSU) on my way 

to Liverpool. This was the first of three major PSU deployments by Surrey Constabulary giving 

mutual aid to other Police Forces around the country during the first five years of the 

1980's.   On the journey up I sat wondering with some trepidation (after seeing the TV pictures) 

about what would be in store for us. I had been in the police five years by then and married less 

than a year and I was thinking it was going to be all over for me so soon. We were met at a 

service station on the A562 just outside Liverpool by Merseyside Police Traffic cars. I think 

they were Ford Escort RS2000, very nippy, and they escorted us to our accommodation at the 

university campus.  

 

Conditions were good and there was plenty of food. The next morning, we were met again by 

Traffic, and they escorted our coach to the main Police Station in Toxteth. From what I 

remember no Surrey Constabulary personnel carriers were taken up to Liverpool. On the way 

in through the surrounding area you could see devastation everywhere and the streets 

were almost devoid of people. After a briefing we were deployed in pairs to walk the 

surrounding area. It was just like a scene from the London Blitz of World War Two with burnt 

out buildings and cars everywhere and rubble all over the streets. When members of the public 

were walking past us, we would automatically greet them with a smile and say "Hello" as if we 

were on the beat in leafy Surrey. At first, they were a bit wary of us but most people stopped 

to chat. Many good comments were received from them saying they were pleased to see police 

walking the beat and we were so approachable and friendly. There were no other riots while 

we were there. I think the rioters had run out of things to burn and had made their point.  

 

The following day Surrey Constabulary PSU was deployed in a very thin blue line across the 

front of Liverpool Town Hall where the Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher was due to meet 

the city Mayor. Directly in front of us the street and square was packed with thousands of 

people. We were wearing our usual uniforms and helmets and no NATO Riot Helmets or riot 

equipment was carried. The members of the public who were standing next to us were all very 

inquisitive when they could see our Surrey Constabulary helmet plates and they entered 
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friendly conversation with us. When the Prime Minister arrived, there was a lot of shouting and 

booing their main chant being "Maggie, Maggie, Maggie; Out, Out, Out!” After she had been 

driven away the crowds slowly dispersed without any trouble. I think it was the same day that 

we got on the coach and started on our journey back to Surrey. We had just travelled out of the 

city when our coach broke down. I can’t remember if we all divided ourselves between the 

other coaches in the convoy and continued or we waited for our coach to be mended. We got 

back to Surrey in the end. 

Steve Gooding. Toxteth locals welcomed us onto their streets or so it seemed.  

Tea biscuits even cake they heard our accents and treated our lot quite well. 

The university lodgings were stark, and I shared a room with one rookie PC by the  

name of Neil Boon (retired as a superintendent) On the way back we were diverted to Leicester, 

Charles Street nick area where sofas etc., were being thrown out of the tower blocks. We were 

in those nice Bicknell Coaches (privately hired bus!) and when told to de-bus there was not a 

riot helmet between us. I was first out of the coach and at the end of the line ready to run if 

they came our way. A more "suitably equipped" PSU was moved in so we all did a disappearing 

act PDQ! 

Dick Medhurst: I spent a long weekend at Toxteth. We were told to pack an overnight bag 

but weren't told where we were going. I remember I only packed one pair of under pants as we 

were told it would be one night so I expect you can imagine how badly we all smelt after three 

nights. We stayed at the university and had to work a night shift as soon as we got there; the 

Surrey serials we sent to police the area of Lodge Lane and we were in two's, every 100 yards. 

I remember I was with a colleague called Ken Hooper and we were to stand next to a pub I 

cannot remember the name, but it was the only building standing that was untouched by the 

desolation that surrounded it the only other thing that was left undamaged was the phone box 

opposite. I decided to ring my wife from the phone box and will always remember how clear 

the line was so I could put my wife’s mind at rest that I was ok. The Pub was closed but after 

standing there for an hour or so a window opened and made us jump and a deep Liverpool 

accent asked us what our favourite tipple was, and we both replied scotch and all through the 

night on the hour 2 x whiskies were placed on the windowsill. One humorous moment 

happened when our dear old inspector the late Alan Tugwell came walking up to us to have a 

chat and said that he could smell whiskey and of course we denied all knowledge of it and as 

he stood there the window opened and two scotches appeared followed by the landlord asking 

if we had had enough yet and Tuggy said no, they haven't can you make it three please. I also 

remember that when the locals realised, we were not the local police they were very warm and 

friendly towards us and would bring out tea and biscuits. I also remember the next day we were 

in Lodge Lane again and I had run out of cigarettes and as we were an attraction for the local 

kids I gave a young lad some money to go up to the shops and get me some fags, at that time a 

local officer had joined us and told me that it was the last I had seen of the money, but a few 

minutes later he was surprised to see that the lad returned with my fags and the change which 

I said he could keep. We also had to cordon off the crowd at the town hall when Maggie 

Thatcher visited the area.  

 

Alan Bridgman: Recent reports in O&B have reminded me of Toxteth in 1981, which I visited 

with an untrained PSU from Dorking in July of that year. I was a patrol sergeant at Dorking 
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and had just started my week of early turn. The TV and newspapers were full of reports of 

rioting and disorder in Brixton, and some apparent copycat behaviour in Toxteth, Liverpool, 

as well as in Reading, Wolverhampton and Birmingham. We were all interested in such reports, 

which made quiet old Dorking seem all the more attractive as a place of work. I worked a 9-5 

on Friday, 10th July, and returned happily home to Farnham, where I seemed to be living 

“without lawful authority”. This was of course long before the force adopted the practice of 

not caring where anyone lived if they turned up for duty on time. 

 

I was phoned at home that night and told to report for duty at Dorking by 0930 the next 

morning, with a weekend bag packed. It was something to do with the rioting which had broken 

out in the land. I made the professional assessment that Surrey Police was due to provide 

Mutual Aid to our neighbours in the Met, only ten miles distant from Dorking. I was happy to 

go, since the project appeared to offer interest, excitement – and overtime! On arrival at the 

nick, I found a gang of about eight PCs gathered, each having received the same order as 

myself. We embussed in the Divisional minibus, and prior to leaving for HQ I checked that 

each PC was in possession of full uniform, change of clothes, and appointments, i.e., truncheon 

and handcuffs. Everyone was, except dear young 976 Jones, who had neither cuffs nor stick. 

“Will we need them Sarge?” quoth he. “We are going to a riot Jones!” I replied, much to the 

amusement of his colleagues. He rapidly debussed and retrieved his armaments, and then we 

were off to HQ, where we managed to embus on a 52-seat coach, together with PSUs from 

Guildford and Leatherhead. I reassured my mildly worried young PCs that we were going most 

likely to somewhere around Twickenham, to permit the Met to regroup and overcome the 

troublemakers in Brixton. I was surprised when ACC Atkins got on the coach, and wished us 

all well on our travels to – what was that he said? – Toxteth? And then he was gone, and we 

were off, up the M1 in a northerly direction, heading for Liverpool. I had visited this city several 

times before, en-route to the TT Races, and had not been greatly impressed by its levels of 

hospitality. The coach arrived at Burtonwood Services on the M62 at 1700, where it was met 

by a local Traffic car, and guided at an impressive turn of speed to Admiral Street Police 

Station. Here we all debussed and were served a meal of highly forgettable standard. The local 

officers we did see there all looked completely shagged out, and no wonder, since the riots had 

been running five days already. 

 

At 1845 we were all seated in Saint Philomena’s Church Hall, practically next door to the nick. 

The Mothers Union members of the church had gathered and were enthusiastically making tea 

and wads for all visitors. We were glad of the opportunity to eat more food, which made up for 

the garbage we’d just been served at the nick. As we sat round the table drinking tea, the local 

vicar came and sat with us, and within seconds the erudite PC 168 O’Daly had raised the teapot, 

and without a hint of a smile had enquired “More tea Vicar?” This was a phrase much in use 

in Surrey at the time, usually in response to a foul-mouthed tirade of abuse directed at the police 

by a drunken yobbo. How the rest of the team kept a straight face I do not know, but the vicar 

was pleased anyway. 

 

At 1930 the Surrey contingent’s leader, C/I Len Rose called a briefing session. He announced 

that he was Green Leader; Inspector Chris Farmer was to be Green Juliet 10, and I was to be 
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Green Juliet 12. We were to go immediately on patrol on the streets of Toxteth. At 20.00 we 

deployed in Sefton Park Road and Lodge Lane. I had twenty PCs with me, and I sent them out 

in pairs 100 yards apart in Lodge Lane, which was the central thoroughfare of Toxteth. It had 

obviously once been the thriving High Street of the area, but now was a destroyed battle area. 

Every house and shop on each side of the street had been burnt out and destroyed. Only the 

pubs remained standing after the rioting. Now why was that I wondered? I instructed the PSU 

that they were to patrol as normal, as they would in Surrey – except that they were in pairs, 

with another 18 officers within sight; and should act in their normal, polite Surrey way, unless 

and until they met with any aggression, when they would have to respond positively, and 

firmly. I had one pair of Bobbies surplus to requirements, so I gave them a mission of locating 

a tea-stop in any of the houses still standing which might still react favourably to the sight of a 

police uniform.  

 

Rather to my surprise they returned after an hour and reported “Mission accomplished”. They 

led me to 7, Greenheyes Gardens, in Sefton Park Lane, where the occupants were delighted to 

welcome me in, and offer hot coffee, sandwiches and cakes. The neighbours from each side 

were present, and all of them were absolutely delighted to see patrolling policemen, so much 

so that they could not offer enough hospitality. I congratulated them on their kindness, and 

casually asked if they could spare succour for any more of the troops. “How many?” 

“Eighteen”.  “We’ll need more bread!” A neighbour was dispatched to locate bread supplies, 

and I arranged a quick roster for refreshment stops for the troops. The occupants apologised 

for all the trouble of the week, blaming it all on unemployed youths, who had nothing to distract 

them from troublemaking. They didn’t have a great deal of praise for their local officers but 

accepted that they had a hard job to do in Toxteth at the best of times. Their sense of reality 

and personal responsibility was most impressive to me; they weren’t angels, but they did 

recognise that the rule of law must prevail, in the interests of every individual.  

 

It was a great shame that they had to wait for their High Street to be destroyed before they 

actually worked that out. At 2330 I commenced patrol with Inspector Alan Tugwell, who was 

certainly of the right size to deal with rioters – though we didn’t actually meet any! While 

patrolling, and keeping a close eye on each pair of Bobbies, I noticed that a few members of 

the public were appearing, and walking towards the pubs. As they approached each pair of 

Bobbies, each civilian would appear to flinch and move away from the policemen, as if they 

were reacting to a threat made. I knew that none of my men would be issuing threats to people 

they didn’t know, so as soon as it was quiet enough, I asked each bobby what was going on. 

They all said the same. As a member of the public approached, they would bid them Good 

Evening. As soon as they did so, each civilian would flinch as if they’d been struck. When I 

stopped a few of these civvies myself, each one explained that in Toxteth a PC only ever spoke 

to you if they were nicking you. Polite greetings from PC to civilian were unheard of; until the 

arrival of a Surrey Constabulary PSU! 

 

We were relieved by “A” PSU at 0120, and returned to the church hall, for yet more tea and 

sandwiches. Like all PSU trained officers, we tended to eat at every opportunity, whether 

hungry or not, since you never knew when you would next sight food. At 0215 we were back 
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on the street in Lodge Lane, with C/I Rose in attendance. All was now quiet; rioters were clearly 

catching up on their beauty sleep. At 0330 we embussed at Beaumont Street, and at 0430 we 

arrived at Liverpool University, where we were all allocated bedrooms, and were finally able 

to sleep, after a working day of only nineteen hours! We were fortunate to enjoy such civilised 

accommodation; the Staffordshire PSUs, which arrived after us all, had to sleep on the floor in 

a gym somewhere. 

 

We took breakfast at 1300 on the Sunday, embussed and travelled to Admiral Street, where we 

were offered yet more food, before being placed on Standby. At 1830 we were back on foot 

patrol in Lodge Lane, with again 20 Bobbies patrolling in pairs 100 yards apart. The jungle 

telegraph had now worked overtime, and many more local residents were out on the street, 

each of them keen to approach the uniformed Bobbies, and studiously examine the badge on 

the helmet. As soon as they read “Surrey Constabulary”, they knew they were in safe hands, 

and would stop and chat quite happily. As I moved up and down the street between each pair 

of bobbies, I noticed a small crowd of youths, about a dozen, gathered outside the pub, listening 

intently to a figure in their midst, who was wearing a blue denim shirt. I recognised the figure 

of PC Graham Elliott. He was known to me as an inveterate joke-teller, since he was a 

motorcyclist, and a former soldier; he was in no danger, as I had first suspected; he was stood 

among a group of Toxteth’s finest youth, his helmet at his feet, his tie clipped to his shirt pocket, 

and he was delighted to be telling jokes to an appreciative audience. The group rocked with 

laughter as I watched, and he carried on telling his favourite jokes. I did not intervene, 

recognising that his diversion from uniform conformity was not costing him, or the local 

community, anything at all, and that the local youth may be learning that speaking with a 

policeman is not necessarily a dangerous or painful experience. We were relieved at 2325 by a 

Staffordshire PSU and were back in our university rooms at 0015. 

 

Such an early finish meant that we were up and embussed at 0730 and took breakfast at Hope 

Street nick before adjourning to the bar - which was of course closed! At 0905 my PSU was 

deployed outside the nick, since the rumour was that Prime Minister Mrs Margaret Thatcher 

was due to visit. A local man walked through the horde of policemen in the street, and shouted 

something mildly disrespectful of Mrs T. A local bobby enquired whether I would have him 

arrested; “No” was my response; he was the only civilian in the street, and loud though his 

comment had been, it had caused no distress to any of my PSU, who were the only ones to hear 

it. The exercise of discretion used to be such a valuable component of effective policing! At 

1105 by coach we redeployed to Derby Square, which is outside the Liverpool Town Hall. As 

we debussed, the local Chief Inspector looked at me most approvingly, and said how glad he 

was to have experienced Bobbies from the south available to guard the Town Hall, where Mrs 

T. Was ensconced. His own men had no experience of crowd control in riot situations, he said. 

I didn’t tell him that my men were in the same boat! 

 

We were positioned almost opposite the Town Hall steps, down which Mrs T. Would have to 

come to get into her car. My line of men were stood in the kerbside of the road, facing the 

pavement, where was gathered a small number of middle-aged women, some of them holding 

placards. They would occasionally chant something like “Maggie, Maggie, Maggie, Out, Out, 
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Out!”, but were generally perfectly pleasant and well-behaved. Amongst them stood one older 

woman, with a fairly dour face; she held a large bag of toffees in her hand and chewed doggedly 

on one. She offered toffees to each PC within reach, and they cheerfully accepted them. I was 

stood in the road behind my men, scrutinising the faces of the Liverpudlian locals, in case I 

should need to identify any of them later. We had been in these positions for about an hour, 

when the old lady with the toffees looked at me directly, and said quietly “See you, I bet you’re 

a right bastard”. I smiled at this compliment, and we all stayed in position for another hour, 

while the crowd in front of us grew thicker, and noisier.  

 

The arrival of the Prime Minister’s Jaguar on the road behind us caused the crowd to become 

even more excited, and I instructed my men to link arms in the PSU fashion, i.e., with arms 

linked through the arms of the man each side and one’s hands clasped together in front of the 

body. (Butcher’s grip) This way, even if the crowd of excited old ladies forged forward, the 

line of PCs should hold strong. Police motorcycles in front and behind the Jaguar started 

engines, and obviously gave a clear signal to the crowd that Maggie was about to appear. It 

was over ten minutes before she did appear, and I only knew about it because of the roar from 

the crowd in front of me. It surged forward but was efficiently restrained by the PSU line with 

linked arms – except for one point where an ex-soldier PC had failed to clasp his hands and 

was nearly dislodged by the force of the crowd. A youth of about 18 years of age attempted to 

spring through the gap, his face contorted with fury, and his eyes fixed on Mrs T. I took 

appropriate precautionary action – and punched him in the face, which knocked him back to 

the pavement, and the PSU line reformed. The Jaguar sped away – very wisely, in my view – 

and the tension in the crowd subsided. Banners were lowered, the shouting and barracking 

stopped, and the crowd started to disperse. The PSU line stayed in place, and the youth I had 

punched reached out to shake my hand and assure me he held no hard feelings. “Nowt so queer 

as folk” as they used to say, and as every experienced policeman will agree! 

 

We were held on standby at Hope Street nick from 1500 to 2000, and then returned to the Town 

Hall for street patrol, before terminating at 2300. The next morning, Tuesday July 14th, we were 

all back on the coach to Surrey, where it took a further two weeks to gain agreement from HQ 

on the hours of overtime which could be claimed. Situation normal! 

 

Little did we realise as we served in the 1980s, protecting a Conservative PM and government, 

that only 30 years later another Tory PM and government would be intending to reduce the 

police establishment despite the fact that the population has increased to sixty million. 

Evidently the PM doesn’t speak with street-patrol officers – and doesn’t realise that the Home 

Office “experts” he does speak with, have little or no experience of policing the street! 

 

Geoff Todd: By 1981 I was serving in Thames Valley Police.   I seem to remember parties of 

Surrey officers used to call at our HQ in Kidlington where my communications department 

officers issued radios to those venturing north.  I had many a cup of tea with former Surrey 

colleagues here.   Peter Imbert (former DCC Surrey) was our chief constable at the time.    
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1981 Annual report: Emergency calls 29,820; operational wireless messages 2,685,013; 

incidents involving Operations Department 72,651; police national computer transactions 

324,809; burglar alarms 10,735; motorway calls 17,039; abnormal loads 5,889107. 98 people 

were killed in road accidents 8 more than 1980. Personal injury accidents increased by 72 with 

injured rising from 5228 to 5389 an increase of 161. 161,010 road traffic offences were detected 

– drink driving down from 1599 in 1980 to 1561. 

 

Crime: Reported crime rose from 24,625 in 1980 to 25,122 the number of recorded crimes rose 

from 23,696 from 23,162. The detection rate fell by 5% from 9,002 to 7,878. No murders were 

reported the first time in a number of years. During the year 577 under 17s responsible for 953 

offences compared with 819 for 1,344 offences in 1980. In addition 1027 juveniles were 

warned for indictable offences compared with 825 in 1980.  

 

Special Crime Patrol Unit: arrested 189 people for robbery, rape, conspiracy, burglary, theft, 

deception and handling stolen goods; 76% lived in the Metropolitan Police District. Property 

recovered included silverware, jewellery, antiques and electrical goods to the value of £267,000 

 

Dog Section: Number of calls 4299; Arrests 404; articles found 249; missing persons found 

27; drugs discovered 60 

 

1981 May 28:  2017 Thursday: Road accident involving a coach: Junction A3 and A31 two 

coaches containing elderly people involved resulting in 35 of the 100 passengers taken to 

hospital with two detained. The remainder were taken to Guildford police station.108 

 

1981 July 15: The army demonstrated an all-British water canon to police chiefs yesterday 

amid some secrecy at a military research establishment at Chobham. Surrey Police officers 

also examined a Humber “pig” armoured troop carrier as they tried to identify their future 

requirements in the event of a second wave of rioting. 109 

 

1981 September 6: Traffic wardens are rationed to ten tickets a day as Surrey Police cannot 

afford to deal with all the paperwork that follows. Some 34,675 parking tickets have been 

issued in the last twelve months. 

 

1981 September 18: Search for missing journalist: Police are still searching for a missing 

journalist who disappeared five days ago after going to collect his daughter from a riding 

school. Twenty-four hours later the car belonging to John Stevenson, aged 46, the medical and 

science correspondent of the Daily Mail was discovered locked and abandoned near the Fort 

tearooms at Box Hill. Surrey police immediately launched a search for Mr Stevenson who has 

three children and lives in Coulsdon. For 48 hours with the aid of a helicopter and dogs they 

 
107 Off Beat April 1982 
108 Off Beat April 1982 
109 1981 July 15: The Times 
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searched the Surrey countryside around Box Hill and divers checked the River Mole nearby. 

The police said there are no suspicious circumstances.110 

 

1981 September 20: Police were called to a house in Cranleigh where a man had doused 

himself in petrol and threatened to kill himself. Sergeant Spinney managed to encourage the 

man away from the house and rushed him thereby preventing him from setting fire to himself. 

The Royal Humane Society awarded the officer a certificate 

 

1981 September 26: Parking tickets rationed: A police force has clipped the wings of traffic 

wardens because it cannot afford the staff to cope with the paperwork caused by parking 

offences. The warden who patrols the streets of Camberley has been rationed to ten tickets a 

day. The Surrey force dealt with 34,675 parking offences last year an increase of half on the 

previous twelve months. It was feared that if the figure continued to rise the processing office 

would be unable to cope. A survey in Camberley from Thursday to Saturday between 700 and 

1000 vehicle were illegally parked in the town.111 

 

1981 September 29: A man subject of a county court order to stay away from his home broke 

in when it was unoccupied and armed himself with a large carving knife threatening to kill 

himself. A number of officers attended including Chief Inspector Casey and Inspector Harland 

who kept the man talking for four hours before they were finally able to rush him and disarm 

him. The chief constable Highly Commended both for Courage of a High Order112 

 

1981 November 6: Prisoner recaptured: Duane Lee Berry aged 19 a Reading jail prisoner 

who escaped from hospital after feigning appendicitis was recaptured yesterday at a house in 

Egham.113 

  

1981 November 16: Operation Key: Reliable information was received that an Irish terrorist 

group operating in London had access to up to 500lbs of explosives which was thought to be 

stored in a lock-up garage.  A total of garages searched 39,517 taking police hours of 38,766 

but no explosives were found. Some stolen property including vehicles, were found.114 

 

1981 November 28: Arctic Patrol: Four Surrey police traffic officers set of yesterday on their 

toughest ever patrol to drive from Guildford to the arctic to raise money for charity. They are 

aiming for North Cape on the Barents Sea.115 

 

 
110 1981 September 18: The Times 
111 1981 September 26: The Times 
112 Annual Report 1982 
113 The Times (London, England), Friday, Nov 06, 1981 
114 Off Beat April 1982 
115 1981 November 28: The Times 
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1981 December 14: Arctic patrol: Four policemen are struggling through Arctic blizzards 

and temperatures of minus 30 degrees centigrade to get home for Christmas. The men from the 

Surrey police traffic department have been on an expedition to North Cape.116 

 

1981 December 23: Drink-drive falls: Surrey police breath tested 211 drivers in the fist five 

days of their Christmas campaign against drinking and driving compared with 408 in a similar 

period last year. Thirty-six tests were positive.117 

 

1981 December 29: Drink- drive: In the first ten days of the Surrey police campaign against 

drunken drivers, 364 breath tests were given of which 71 proved positive. During the same 

period last year 720 drivers were tested and 121 were positive.118 

 

1982 January 19: Police attended an incident on a bridge over the M25 at Chertsey where a 

young woman was threatening to jump. The girl jumped as the officers were speaking with 

her and she was grabbed by one of the officers who in turn was restrained by another as he was 

in danger of falling. The girl was brought to safety.119 1982 19 January: Traffic officers 

Sergeant Anthony Suter and PC Roger Grimble were sent to a bridge over the M3 at Chertsey 

where a young woman was threatening to jump. As she started to jump PC Grimble grabbed 

her and was nearly dragged off but was held by PS Suter who also managed to take hold of the 

woman. Both officers received Royal Humane Society Awards.120 

 

1982: Between November 1982 and May 1983 Operation Gander to investigate serious 

sexual offences in the county.  Two cases involved attacks by prospective purchaser on women 

at houses, which were advertised for sale. The offender was arrested after a further offence at 

Grayswood. Other offences occurred in Egham and Leatherhead, which involved women being 

attacked in the street and threatened with a knife. These offences were not detected. A further 

offence in which a woman was abducted at knifepoint and subjected to a serious sexual assault 

in Englefield Green was detected after an artist’s impression of the offender led to the offender 

being identified.121 

 

1982 Operation Gander:  Robert Taylor: Between Nov 82 and May 83. I was involved as 

joint office manager in the incident with a DS from the Metropolitan Police the SIO was Mick 

Richardson. The job centered around two specific offences at Ash and Staines where a male 

had visited homes for sale as an intended purchaser. On these two occasions lone females were 

at the properties and the offender committed sexual assaults on them. A lot of time was spent 

on searching for a black Ford Escort with reflective number plates seen on the Ash offence and 

the owners of all similar cars were traced through PNC and interviewed to no avail. Despite all 

enquiries the incident room was closed. Other offences that had taken place at Leatherhead and 

 
116 1981 December 14: The Times 
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120 Annual Report 1983 
121 Annual Report 1983 



Robert Bartlett 16 October 2021 Copyright expressed 938at938@gmail.com 

 

84 

 

Egham of serious sexual assaults in the street during the time the incident room was open were 

looked at but could not be connected to the house for sale offences. 

 

I returned to my duties as DS at Godalming and some months later got called out to Grayswood 

in the early hours of the morning by Ted King, a female “C” had been found bound and gagged 

in the bedroom of her house by police, following an abandoned 999 call by a male who said he 

had raped a woman and gave the address she was at. From enquiries Ted and I made in 

transpired that the female worked for a company in Woking and her husband was away on a 

course. A workmate of hers the wife of a soldier stationed at Borden had invited her to dinner 

the previous evening at their Army quarters. Her husband Richard Blake was also present for 

dinner but left to go out, when C returned to her home in Grayswood she was confronted by a 

masked man armed with a knife who took her to the bedroom and committed the offence. 

 

Blake was arrested the following day by Ted and me and eventually admitted the offence and 

was charged, it was while preparing his antecedents that it transpired that he used to live in the 

Ash area and that he had a yellow Ford Escort, and he didn't like the colour so painted it black. 

Fortunately, having been involved in Operation Gander this was very significant and when I 

put these offences to him, he admitted being responsible for the house for sale offences at Ash 

and Staines. Further enquiries made by Ted and me with his ex-wife in Liverpool revealed that 

he had also committed bigamy. He later appeared at the Central Criminal Court and was 

sentenced to eight years122 

 

 

Operation Gander 

 
122 Email from Robert Taylor 30 March 2010 
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1982: Crimes of violence increased 28% over preceding year123 

 

1982: Eleven officers working with Detective Chief Inspector Edward (Ted) Sellars were 

Highly Commended by the Chief Constable for teamwork and detective ability when 

engaged in an enquiry into a series of rapes, indecent assaults, and Actual Bodily Harm over a 

period of fifteen years across the southeast the final offence in Camberley. PC Ball and 

T/Detective Constable Clark interviewed a man during routine house-to-house enquiries. They 

were unhappy with both his attitude and his explanations, and he strongly resembled one of the 

photo fit impressions. Following further enquiries, the man was arrested and later admitted six 

rapes, three attempted rapes, three indecent assaults and eight cases of Actual Bodily Harm. 

He received four sentences of life imprisonment124 

 

1982 Highly Commended by the Chief Constable: PC Michael Yates for courage and 

devotion to duty following a domestic incident where a man threatened to shoot his wife with 

a gun. PC Yates attended and quickly disarmed and arrested the man. 125 

 

1982 Drug Squad: Following a death in Reigate involving the abuse of heroin the Squad 

received information about the supplier and a search was undertaken of a house with the 

assistance of two drugs search dogs. Cannabis resin was found in a dog food tin and a quantity 

of heroin from a hubcap on one of five vehicles parked in the garden. Six people were arrested 

and charged including with importation of heroin from Amsterdam. The female ringleader 

received four and half years in prison.126 

 

1982 Highly Commended by the Chief Constable PC Richard Hunt and PC Raymond 

Thomas who were on patrol when they saw a man run away from a shop that was on fire. They 

entered the premises and roused the occupants and escorted them to safety. Their description 

of the man led to his conviction for arson and attempted murder.127 

 

1982 January 5: 1115 an armed robbery took place at a large house in Hindhead. A thirteen-

year-old son of the occupier was alone in the house when five men got out of a van wearing 

woollen masks and one carrying a sawn-off shotgun. They knocked on the door and when the 

boy opened it, they pointed the weapon at him and forced him upstairs where he was bound. A 

thorough search was made of the house and £200,000 worth of property stolen. As this was 

going on another son returned to the house and was beaten about the legs with a truncheon 

before the men left and the alarm raised. Following a joint operation between the Regional 

Crime Squad and the Special Crime Patrol Unit a number of men were arrested and the property 

recovered. A shotgun masks and further property was recovered from Barkingside. The men 
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were charged.128 1982 16 July: The Special Crime Patrol Unit, Regional Crime Squad, and 

Metropolitan Police made enquiries following an armed robbery where £200,000 was stolen 

from Hindhead. This resulted in sixteen arrests nine of which were charged with conspiracy to 

rob, robbery, unlawful possession of firearms, handling, criminal deception and theft.129 

 

1982 February 12: A man called at the home of an elderly couple in Guildford posing as an 

employee of the local authority. He convinced the couple that if they paid him £145 deposit 

work would be undertaken around the house. Similar offences had occurred elsewhere in the 

country and a man was identified from the description and arrested in Shrewsbury and dealt 

with130 

 

1982 February 15: The Firearms Support Team was called to assist officers at Weybridge 

who had been threatened police officers with a gun. Several hours later the team located the 

man surrounded and persuade to surrender. He was sentenced to four years in prison.131 

 

1982 March 6: 0100 a message came from Sussex, which resulted in police at Milford 

attempting to stop to a vehicle. The vehicle drove straight at the officers and damaged their 

vehicle. A similar incident occurred further up the A3 near the Cathedral, but the suspects drove 

on towards London. The vehicle was pursued through central London eventually being stopped 

in Camden High Street when two people were arrested.132 

 

1982 March 8: Regional Crime Squad: A man from New Maldon thought to be involved in 

robberies, fraud and burglaries in the Home Counties was made a target of the Walton office. 

This resulted in eighteen arrests of which nine were charged with thirty-five offences.133 

 

1982 March 15: The body of an Hell’s Angel was found by a crashed motor-cycle at Virginia 

Water. The owner’s identity was traced trough a circulation and was identified by Thames 

Valley Police. The deceased had fifty-four convictions for burglary.134 

 

1982 Sunday 16 March: The Guildford Campaign against Fascism held a march in Guildford 

town centre to which 200 police were deployed and about 250 demonstrators took part. Three 

people were arrested and were charged and convicted.135 

 

1982 April 1: Robbery: A man went to check a house in Dormansland where he was key 

holder after being told of intruders. He was hit over the head with an iron bar, kicked and 
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tied up by the four intruders. In a joint search with Kent officers those responsible were arrested 

and sentenced to imprisonment.136 

 

1982 April 20: 0055 a petrol bomb was thrown through the window of an African student at 

Surrey University, but little damage was caused.137 (May connect with 29 April below) 

 

1982 April 22: Robbery: A man who said he had a gun in his pocket threatened the cashiers 

at a Barclays Bank in Guildford. Assistance was summoned and a video taken of the robber 

who ran off. Later that day he went to the Midland bank in Guildford and made a threatening 

gesture and told the cashier it was a hold-up. The assistant sounded the alarm but when no help 

arrived handed over £600 in used notes. The offender was later identified and charged. 138 

 

1982 25 April Ranmore Common: Aggravated Burglary: The offender rode a motorcycle 

to an isolated property with a single shot 9mm rifle. He entered the house through an unlocked 

door and stole three handbags, which he took from the house and hid nearby. He then returned 

to the house where there was a 39-year-old woman having put on a green camouflage jacket 

and balaclava. While walking upstairs he disturbed two boxer dogs and hid in the dining room 

where the lady challenged him. He threatened her with the gun and said he would shoot the 

dogs. The woman seized the gun, and it fired a bullet into the ceiling and the gun disintegrated 

as the bullet was home made. The woman received a hand injury. The offender recovered the 

handbags and rode off. The man was traced and sentenced to five years.139 

 

1982 28 April: Cranleigh: Conspiracy to Rob: Two PCs went to check a van when the driver 

sprayed a chemical into the face of one of the officers and made off. The vehicle contained five 

men all dressed in blue boiler suits and had been parked in a wooded area close to the road. 

Seen nearby was a red three-ton lorry that also drove off. Following a chase, the van was 

abandoned about two miles from the scene containing a chain saw, pickaxe, part of a nylon 

stocking, wire cutters and a gas aerosol. There was a further stolen vehicle with the van. The 

red box van was found abandoned on a caravan site at Farley Green about four miles from the 

scene. All the vehicles were hired using stolen driving licenses and stolen chequebook, which 

was later used at a restaurant near Horsham where the men spoke in a foreign language. One 

man was later arrested and charged.140 

 

1982 April 29: A petrol bomb was thrown through the window of a black student’s 

accommodation at Surrey University. On the 1 May a petrol bomb attack was made on a 

Guildford sub-post office occupied by an Asian family. A number of local “skinheads” were 

arrested and charged with attempted murder. The main offender was 19 years of age and said 

he was a National Socialist and that the attacks were directed against “blacks” He was 

sentenced to five years in prison. Many of those arrested were in possession of literature from 
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the British Movement. 141 The Annual Report also gives the date as 1 May at 0140. Also 1982 

April 20: 0055 a petrol bomb was thrown through the window of an African student at Surrey 

University but little damage was caused.142  

1982 April 29: A ten-year-old boy from Woodham Road, Woking, was walking his dog along 

the canal towpath in Sheerwater. A male at knifepoint raped him.  There was no suspect found 

at the time, clothing seized from the victim has been re-tested forensically and produced a DNA 

profile.  The suspect has since been arrested and interviewed.143 

1982 April 30 Police hunt gang: detectives are hunting a chain saw gang who were put to 

flight empty handed by a policeman after setting up an ambush for a security van in lonely 

country lane at Winterfold near Guildford. 144 

1982 May 4 Youths accused attempted murder: A youth aged 16 and another aged 19 were 

remanded in custody for a week by Guildford magistrates yesterday. The youths were charged 

with the attempted murder of a Nigerian student and an Asian grocer. One of the youths was 

also charged with the attempted murder of a student. 145 

 

1982 May 14: Guildford Town centre: A serious disturbance involving a large group of 

youths who set upon two girls. Nine people were arrested of which three were charged with 

public order offence.146 

 

1982 May 15: Saturday a demonstration march took place in Guildford organised by 

Campaign against Fascism and Racialism. There were several incidents that resulted in youths 

being arrested and charged.147 

 

1982 May 25: Information was received that a man living in Putney was responsible for high 

value burglaries in several areas including Surrey. The Regional Crime Squad made him a 

target and he was arrested with four others all of whom were good class burglars or receivers. 

All five were charged with eleven offences and £370,000 of property was recovered. They were 

sent for trial.148 

 

1982 May 28: 128 police officers were on security duty from Gatwick to the Metropolitan 

Police District for the visit of the Pope.149 
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1982 June 1: A prisoner escaped from an outside working party from Coldingly prison. The 

contingency plan was implemented, and the prisoner arrested within the cordon.150 

 

1982 June 5: A man gained entry to a flat in Camberley, ate some food then took a knife from 

a drawer and entered the bedroom of a fifteen-year-old girl threatened and raped her. A photo 

fit was drawn up and a good description obtained. The following night police were keeping 

observation in the area a man was checked. He said he had a gun and hit the officer; a chase 

followed, and the man was caught, and the gun was found to be a wheel wrench. After a further 

struggle with the constable, he was arrested and at the Central Criminal Court was sentenced 

to seven years.151 1982 Highly Commended by the Chief Constable: Patrols were 

concentrating on a series of nighttime burglaries and rape when PC Nigel McGoldrick and PC 

Martin Day stopped a man and attempted to arrest him. The man made off and was chased for 

some distance by the officers who at one time were threatened by the man saying he had a gun 

in the plastic bag he pointed at them. In fact, it was a wheel brace and as the officers closed 

with the man PC McGoldrick was struck by the wheel brace and both men fell off a garage 

roof sustaining injuries.152 

 

1982 June 27: A Microlite aircraft crashed on farmland at Buckland killing the pilot – a wing 

broke off at several hundred feet.153 

 

1982 June 27: A twenty-seven-year-old, railway worker Stephen Whitehouse from Horsell, 

Woking was sentenced to life imprisonment having been convicted of five rapes, two 

attempted rapes and thirteen similar offences to be taken into consideration. It follows an 

investigation by Surrey detectives based at Camberley of a series of serious sexual assaults 

across the South of England. Eleven Surrey detectives were highly commended by the chief 

constable because of the arrest and conviction. 

 

1982 July 17: A light helicopter crashed at Grafham killing the pilot and his seventeen-year-

old son. The helicopter was home made from a construction kit and crashed two hundred yards 

from take-off when the tail fell off.154 

 

1982 Jul 22: Murder: Allan Hurlow: The body of seventy-seven-year-old Mr Bullen was 

found in Burdenshott Road, near Jacobs Well, Guildford. Mr Bullen lived in Bryanstone Ave, 

off the Worplesdon Road, Guildford, and a mechanic called Pelham was getting Mr Bullen a 

van for which he had paid for. Mr Bullen went to Pelham’s lock-up and demanded his money 

back when he heard that he was going on holiday. Pelham struck the old man with a chain saw, 

put him in his van and dumped the body. He then flew abroad on holiday. Pelham’s home was 

searched, and I found blood-stained trousers in the wash basket. He flew home having been 

requested by the SIO and was duly arrested. He got three years.  
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Peter May: The body of a Worplesdon resident (old man) was found in the undergrowth just 

off the Guildford to Woking end of Burdenshot Road.  It later transpired that he had had an 

argument with a garage mechanic locally and had met his fate there in the workshops. Various 

PSUs were sent to do searches of the Burdenshot Road area, bearing in mind that, at the time, 

there was a substantial gypsy camp at the lower end of the road near the Railway Bridge/Jolly 

Farmer Pub area. My Woking team was assigned to search (destroy!) the roadside borders and 

common on either side of Burdenshott Road which they did with admirable energy only 

relaxing over a packed lunch on the green outside the Jolly Farmer pub which had something 

of a reputation as a meeting place for trysting couples – not to put too fine a point on it!  

Watching various cars pull up and the occupants casually meeting each other before going into 

the pub entertained the lounging, lunching policemen!”  

 

1982 July 22: 0800: Murder: The body of a man was found in a wooded area in Jacobs Well 

by a member of the public. The man had last been seen alive at 1730 the previous day and the 

cause of death was a fractured skull and cerebral contusion. The suspect had left for a holiday 

in France and on his return he was arrested at Heathrow and charged with murder but was 

found guilty of manslaughter.155 

 

1982 July 29: Police were called to the railway line at St Johns Woking where a ten-year-old 

who had been throwing apples at trains fell on the live rail and died.156 

 

1982 August 2: The Firearms Support Team was deployed to Milford railway station 

following threats by a man to kill a woman with a shotgun. The man was arrested.157 

 

1982 August 22: A large-scale disturbance outside a public house in Egham resulted in 

eighteen arrests. Severe damage was caused to the Victoria and nine people were charged and 

found guilty of public order offences.158 

 

1982 August 28: Armed Robbery:  Outside Woolworths in Redhill security guards from 

Securicor were challenged by two men as they were about to leave the store. The money was 

handed over and the offenders pursued from the store by members of the public as one of the 

robbers fired a handgun. The robbers made off in a stolen vehicle recovered a half-mile from 

the scene and it is believed a further vehicle was then used. £7000 cash was stolen.159 

 

1982 September 6: Police along with the Firearms Support Team attended a domestic in 

Farncombe where a man had threatened his wife with a shotgun. Shortly after 0700 a senior 
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officer and the Firearms Support Team gained entry to the house and took the man into 

custody.160 

 

1982 September 23: Seaplane a single seat Supermarine crashed into a lake at Thorpe Water 

Park at Egham following an engine failure. The pilot suffered minor injuries.161 

 

1982 September 23: Armed Robbery: A man was seen entering a club in Guildford and the 

alarm was activated. Police attended and challenged the man who threatened the officers with 

a gun and made off. A search began by members of the Firearms Support Team and the 

Metropolitan Police helicopter. There were a number of sightings, but he made his escape by 

ordering a motorist at gunpoint to drive him to Burpham. He then ordered the driver of a lorry 

to drive him to Send. The man was seen in the early hours of the following day back in 

Guildford and arrested by two members of the Firearms Support Team. The offender was 

charged with kidnapping and firearms offences and was bailed!162 

 

1982 October 19: Armed Robbery: National Westminster Bank Redhill and though to 

connect with the robbery at Woolworths on the 28 August. The robbers waited inside the bank 

for the security guards and the money was snatched. A struggle followed and a gun was 

produced, and a guard struck before the offender ran off. A second man produced a handgun 

and threatened the other Securicor guard.  Both men ran through the pedestrian area with the 

cash bag then made off in a stolen car abandoned nearby having stolen £25,000. No one was 

arrested.163 

 

1982 October 23: Flooding:  Surrey police said that the River Mole had burst its bank at 

Betchworth near Dorking. Thirteen roads in the county were either closed or only just passable. 

In some places roads were under three feet of water.164 

 

1982 September and October: Drug Squad, Special Crime Patrol Unit and HM Customs and 

Excise kept observation on a house in Normandy where it was suspected that LSD was being 

manufactured. Search warrants were executed at Normandy and in the Metropolitan Police 

District. In Normandy 75000 doses of LSD with all the necessary manufacturing equipment 

was found. A further 4000 doses were recovered in the address in the Metropolitan Police 

District. The total street value of the LSD recovered was about £260,000. More LSD was 

recovered in Amsterdam. Arrests were made and one person was connected to illegal 

importation of cocaine from Brazil. Three people were committed to the Central Criminal 

Court165 
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1982 October 11: PC Cook attended a Road Traffic Accident at Albury where the driver was 

trapped in a burning vehicle. With the assistance of the members of the public a rescue was 

made, and the driver removed to hospital where she recovered. PC Cook and two members of 

the public were awarded a certificate of the Society for the Protection of Life from Fire.166 

 

1982 October 29: Beaten to it: The chief constable of West Mercia has been caught nicking 

another force’s culottes. Police Review says that Robert Cozens’ idea of dressing his 

policewomen in funny French pants to spare their blushes; well-publicised last week was not 

new. Surrey Police put their girls in culottes four years ago and the Surrey policewoman who 

modelled them was the West Mercia Chief Constable’s daughter Gillian. (Note Robert Cozens 

served in Surrey up to the rank of chief superintendent.) 167 

 

1982 November 1: Offences of Indecency: A series of indecency offences have taken place 

on the borders of Surrey and Metropolitan Police District, and at Ash Vale and Leatherhead. 

The offender said he had a knife and forced women to commit acts of indecency. A joint 

operation was mounted, and an incident room established at Addlestone. The last attack took 

place on the 12 December at Leatherhead.168 

 

1982 November 13: 0750-Armed Robbery: Two men entered Tilford Stores armed with a 

sawn off shot gun and threatened the owner as he opened threatening him to force him to open 

the safe. When he refused the men drove off in a car stolen from Aldershot. After a chase 

through Surrey and Hampshire the vehicle was stopped in Aldershot and one man was arrested 

with two more later. One was charged with attempted murder and another with conspiracy to 

rob.169 

 

1982 November 25: A woman was abducted from outside Staines Station and taken to 

Englefield Green where she was raped having been detained in the car for four hours. A man 

was arrested.170 

 

1982 November 28: Police attended a disturbance at the Agincourt Club in Camberley 

arresting eleven people who were all charged with public order offences.171 

 

1982 December 3: Armed Robbery: A Securicor guard left Fine Fare in Woking with the 

day’s takings of £14,450 in a cash bag. He was threatened by a man with a sawn-off shotgun. 

The guard dropped the bag, which was picked up by the robber who ran off and was joined by 

another man and they both drove off. No arrests have been made.172 
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1982 December 8: 12 noon Armed Robbery: A Security Express van stopped outside a bank 

in Lightwater. A coin delivery was made and as the guard entered the van he was confronted 

by a man with a sawn-off shotgun. The guard immediately tackled him, and both fell into the 

road. The driver started to go to the bank to summon assistance when a second robber 

confronted him also armed with a shotgun. The struggling guard was then threatened, and he 

released the first robber and both offenders ran off to their car where they fired a warning shot 

in the air. No one was arrested.173 

 

1982 Surrey deploy PSU to Greenham Common to support Thames Valley Police when cruise 

missiles were delivered. Mark Clark: There were lots of us there, Inspector Chris (C.P.R.L.) 

alias 'corporal' Farmer (He was a lieutenant in the Royal Marines before joining Surry 

Constabulary) was my boss for one stint and I think Tim Brake) I clearly remember being the 

driver of one of the PSU buses parked at the entrance to Greenham base one Easter Saturday, 

when there was a general protest against the Cruise missile movements by several thousand 

people plus normal Greenham Common ladies, and suddenly I saw Chris Farmer go 

completely white as the crowd started to approach us. I asked him what was wrong to which 

he replied, “I don't believe it; my wife is in the front line!" (See Chris’s response below) 

Needless to say much hilarity and ribaldry in the van until he made us get out and hold the 

crowd back with some Hampshire and Thames Valley lads.  

Chris Farmer: My experience of the Greenham Common deployment was very limited; I 

think I only went there three or four times.   Unfortunately, Mark Clark’s recollection of Mrs 

Farmer being amongst the protesters must be mistaken although the memsahib had many 

sympathies with the good ladies of Greenham, she certainly never went there!   Nice story, 

though – and Mark was certainly the traffic driver attached to my unit on many occasions.   The 

police contingent was based at Newbury racecourse, where we were briefed, fed, rested etc., 

prior to being deployed to our allocated sectors around the base perimeter. I do recall a night 

duty there.   We were deployed in small groups around the entire perimeter of the base, the 

protesters not being prepared to limit their attention to the main gate and had previously 

breached the substantial perimeter fence in several places.   It was bitterly cold that night, and 

many of us re-discovered long forgotten Boy Scout skills to light and maintain warming and 

very welcome campfires.   A couple of enterprising Surrey officers even built themselves a 

brushwood shelter!  

Christian Duckett: This was before 1984, as Greenham Common died a death during the 

Miner’s Dispute. 

Simon Nelson: The 1980’s were the last full decade of the "Cold War" which existed between 

the two world super-powers of the USA and the USSR with Europe stuck in the middle. It 

became common knowledge through the media that the Americans had been granted 

permission to store their nuclear Cruise Missiles in bunkers at Greenham Common Air Base. 

This base was situated near the town of Newbury and was in effect American territory inside 

the perimeter fence and guarded on the outside by the Ministry of Defence Police. The 

perimeter fence stretched about five or six miles with open common land on the southern edge 

and thick woods along the northern perimeter.  
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As soon as the woman's peace movement found out about the cruise missile’s imminent arrival 

by transport aircraft from the USA, they began to organise demonstrations around the base. 

This went on for a number of weeks with coach loads of demonstrators arriving at weekends 

with their banners and pushing their children along in buggies. A few "full time" women 

camped in tents around the base. The Surrey Constabulary PSU was deployed to back up the 

MOD Police and Thames Valley Police. There were other PSUs from Hampshire, Dorset, and 

the Metropolitan Police as far as I remember, and we arrived early each morning at about 7 am 

before the crowds arrived. We used to spend this time trying to keep warm and built ourselves 

small shelters with fallen branches and dead bracken. The demonstrators were generally 

peaceful, but you had to keep an eye on them all the time as some of them would bring wire 

cutters and start cutting holes in the fence which was about twelve feet tall. We were told that 

if they had not caused any damage to the fence to seize the wire cutters and give them a 

warning. Anyone we caught damaging the fence was arrested for criminal damage and handed 

over to Thames Valley arrest teams. We related the circumstances to them and provided 

statements later if required.  

 

Most of the women were very pleasant towards us but there were a few very strange characters. 

Some would stand directly in front of you holding up small mirrors towards your face. When I 

asked what they were doing the said they were "Reflecting away the evil” I remember huge 

American Galaxy transport aircraft landing at the base and a lot of activity with armed soldiers 

patrolling the inside perimeter. An Army spotter helicopter constantly flew around the fence at 

about sixty feet. Every evening when the woman went home the fence was covered in brightly 

coloured wool and cloth, messages, and photographs of children, which had been tied on the 

wire. After the cruise missiles had been secured in the bunkers the Greenham Common 

demonstrators turned their attention to other American Air bases in Suffolk and Bedfordshire 

at which I attended briefly with Surrey PSU's. There were still a small number of woman s 

camped at Greenham Common until the base was closed in the 1990's sometime after the Berlin 

Wall was taken down. In about 1998 I flew in a light aircraft over the site of the base and saw 

the runways and buildings had all been removed. 
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Keeping amused on the boundary fence of Greenham 

 
How cold it was on Greenham Common 

 

1982: The Victoria Wine Trial Operation Accentor174: On the 20 February 1984 the trial of 

six men accused of conspiracy to commit burglaries throughout the county at Victoria Wine 

and Tesco stores opened at Kingston Crown Court. The trial ran for twenty-one weeks 

concluding on 12th June with the conviction of four of the offenders who received lengthy terms 

of imprisonment. The trial was at that time the lengthiest trial at Kingston Crown Court 

requiring a jury panel of seventy-six to be called before the jury was formed of people able to 

site for a prolonged period. 

 

 
174 From notes of John Lane retired detective constable Surrey Constabulary 
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The trial was a culmination of eight months intensive investigation by officers of the Surrey 

Special Crime Patrol Unit Burglary Squad) led by Detective Inspector Roger Hawkins, 

supported by Detective Sergeant John Beavis and Detective Constable John Lane. The court 

file ran to five hundred and sixty-three pages of evidence and involved the investigation of one 

hundred and five burglaries throughout the country. This required nine hundred and ninety-

five submissions to the Forensic Science Service following crimes from Kings Lynn to Redhill 

including many in London. One hundred and seven witnesses gave evidence and a large 

number of statements of undisputed evidence were read to the court. 

 

The offences were similar and involved the use of a hydraulic jack to breach the stock rooms 

of Victoria Wine or Tesco by knocking out bricks to the external walls and then removing vast 

quantities of cigarettes. For the last twelve months similar offences were being committed 

across the land from Manchester to Deal and when Redhill was hit the Burglary Squad became 

involved. Information was soon provided as to the offenders and their vehicles and importantly 

details of how they were avoiding detection. They had access to a large van sign written to 

represent a legitimate cleaning firm “24 Hour Cleaning in Offices, Shops & Factories.” This 

was a perfect front for movement at all hours.  

 

A surveillance operation led by the Burglary Squad was mounted with a view to arresting the 

offenders whilst committing offences. The teams followed them to a number of premises in 

Nuneaton, Sevenoaks and Purley but they did not burgle the premises. One of the suspects 

discovered an item of police technical equipment on his vehicle and this led to the arrest of the 

team for conspiracy to commit burglary. The suspects unsurprisingly gave little away during 

interviews and so the Squad had to investigate one hundred and five burglaries and take 

statements, evaluate the evidence, and submit the file for prosecution all of which took six to 

eight months. The value of the stolen property amounted to more than one and a half million 

pounds. 

 

During the trial an officer was followed from the court and the registered numbers obtained 

from his car. A similar car was stolen, and the registered number added the vehicles to be driven 

by someone resembling two of the officers who were dealing with the case. The criminals were 

told to approach two jurors as they left the court to personate police when stopping the jurors 

and demanding they convict the prisoners. They then drove off in the car with the police 

officer’s registration number. An informant revealed all this to the police and trial Judge 

Rubens was informed at the Crown Court. The judge insisted that the informant gave evidence 

in open court, which he did. This was no doubt a hard decision for all concerned but given the 

gravity of the allegations but the only way to convince the jury and others was to take the action 

the judge did. 

Four of the offenders were convicted two having been released earlier on the direction of the 

judge. 
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The Chief Constable Highly Commended Roger Hawkins, John Beavis and John Lane with 

Commendations for John Spence, Ian Moran, Tim Oriordan, Geoff Drabble, Brian Lloyd, Dave 

Amos, Peter Cairns, Keith Chapman, Barry Siviers, and Ray Taylor.  

 
Ian Moram: It was my car they got the details of and me they were going to get the double 

for. The witness concerned who gave the information was a villain I had dealings with before 

and he was bussed in from Brixton Prison where he was on remand for burglaries. He gave his 

evidence in court without the jury being present. Two weeks later he had both his legs broken 

in Brixton Prison. 

John Beavis: I was instructed by the head of CID at the time to keep my Detective's Diary up 

to date of my whereabouts for 24/7 until the end of the trial. 

 

1983: PC Robert Morton was commended by the Chief Constable for his courage and 

persistence when, having been stabbed in the back four times whilst conveying a prisoner, he 

was able to stop the vehicle and summon assistance. At the conclusion of the case where a man 

was prosecuted for unlawful wounding and other charges the Crown Court Judge Rubin also 

commended PC Morton.175  

 

1983: PC Mervyn Young was sent to a house in Guildford to a violent domestic to be 

confronted by a drunken man with a pickaxe handle. The officer was struck and injured on 

the arm but grapples with the offender who was trying to reach some carving knives. The 

officer summoned assistance and help arrived; it took several officers to subdue the man who 

was convicted of attempted wounding, ABH, and theft receiving a period of community 

service. 176 

 

1983: The Special Crime Patrol Unit arrested 158 people for offences including robbery, 

burglary, theft, deception, handling and conspiracy to defraud; 60% of those arrested came 

from the Metropolitan Police District. 
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1983 January: A laboratory at Worplesdon was broken into and two foxes released from 

cages. Slogans were painted on various buildings and responsibility claimed by an animal 

rights group.177 

 

1983 February 28: Redhill: An armed robbery in St John’s Road when two GPO employees 

were approached by three men one armed with a sawn-off shotgun. The postmen were forced 

into their van tied up and hooded and the vehicle driven to Nutfield where the contents of the 

van were transferred to another vehicle. A stolen vehicle was abandoned at Merstham and 

following a major investigation four men were arrested and charged.178 

 

1983 March 26: British Nationalist and Socialist Movement marched in Guildford. At the 

same time a counter demonstration by students was held in the town centre. There was no 

disorder.179 

 

1983 March 16 and 25: A shop in Godalming was burgled stealing the entire stock of records 

and music cassettes valued in excess of £20,000. Two men were arrested the following night 

when they returned to steal the record covers and cassette cases.180 

 

1983 April 13: Two men posing as water board officials gained entry to the home in Woking 

of a 76-year-old man. When one pretended to check the water supply the other stole £2300 in 

cash. 181 

 

1983 May 8: A robbery occurred at a petrol station in Haslemere. Two men entered the shop 

area and struck the lone attendant around the head with a hammer causing serious injury. The 

phone was smashed and the till containing £1000 in cash and cheques stolen. Two men were 

arrested and charged.182 

Robert Taylor: Armed robbery at a petrol station in Haslemere when two men entered the 

station and beat the attendant with a hammer and made off with the till. I attended the scene as 

OIC and a short time later the till was found abandoned on waste ground. Scenes of Crime 

Officer recovered the till and also some black plastic bin bags nearby. As a result of enquiries 

and information two men from the Farnham area one Nigel Kingshott were arrested, they 

denied the offence but with good work by Scenes of Crime Officers and the forensic laboratory 

on fibres and fingerprints on the bin bags they were charged and convicted after trial getting 

lengthy prison sentences.183 

 

1983 May 19 Press challenges ban in court hearing of supergrass case: Reigate magistrates 

were challenged in the Divisional Court by the Surrey Mirror after the press and public were 

banned from being present during a part of the case of Norman Crawford a former police 
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informer. The case resolved that supergrasses should not have a passport to privilege for life 

because of the need to protect their identity in court proceedings.184 

 

1983 May to June: A number of distraction burglaries involving old people in their homes 

became the target of the Special Crime Patrol Unit. Uniform officers stopped a suspect, but as 

there was no evidence he was allowed to go. The man was put under surveillance for three days 

before he was caught in the act.185 

 

1983 May to July: Three robberies took place at Woldingham, Warlingham and Camberley 

when entry was made at night to a house occupied by elderly people. The victims were woken 

up and threatened and property stolen. In October 1983 the Surrey Criminal Intelligence Unit 

and the Regional Crime Squad mounted an operation, which led to three arrests. The men 

admitted seven robberies but not the three in question!186 

 

1983 June 3: Soldier accused of assault: A corporal with REME accused of assaulting a 

housewife after entering her home in Grayswood was remanded in custody for seven days by 

magistrates at Farnham yesterday.  

1983 20 June: Cold case review of stranger rape in Godalming triggers new appeal for 

information  

In 1983 a 16-year-old girl was sexually assaulted in Godalming. Her attacker was never found, 

and the case remained unsolved.  Now, with the benefit of a cold case review and new advances 

in forensic science a DNA profile of the offender has been produced. Officers have re-opened 

the case and are now actively appealing for the public’s help to find the person responsible.  The 

incident happened around 4pm on Monday 20 June 1983 near Godalming Town Football Club 

and the Broadwater Park Golf Club car park in Godalming. The teenager was sitting on the 

grass reading when she was approached by a middle-aged man with a dog and sexually 

assaulted. After the attack, the man picked up his dog and calmly walked away towards the 

main A3100 Guildford to Godalming Road.   At the time, the suspect was described as white, 

aged between 40-50 years old and of slim build with a paunch.  He was around 5ft 10” tall with 

light, greying hair and a moustache. He also had a short, cut beard. One memorable feature 

about the man was the fact that he had a dog with him, a terrier type, possibly Yorkshire terrier, 

which he carried under his arm.  

An e-fit of the suspect was completed during the original investigation and circulated but did 

not produce any leads.  

Detective Chief Inspector Jo Hayes who is leading the investigation said: “Although many 

years have passed since this crime was committed, we are hoping that local residents will be 

able to help us with this investigation so that we can finally catch the person responsible and 
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bring him to justice. Due to the advances in forensic science we now have a DNA profile of 

the offender so any name given to us can be easily checked and eliminated.  

“We are hoping that someone might be able to remember perhaps a neighbour, colleague, 

friend or relative who used to walk around with a terrier type dog back in 1983 and who fits 

the description given. We are also looking to trace an older woman who the victim remembers 

seeing in the area after the event and might have witnessed what happened.  

“The teenage girl suffered a terrifying ordeal that day in June 1983 and we owe it to her to find 

the person responsible.”  

“I would also like to add that since this offence occurred, relations between the offender and 

their friends or relatives may have broken down, and someone who was not in a position at the 

time of the assault to provide information, may be able to do this is you, please contact us and 

we will treat your information in the strictest of confidence.” 187 

1983 July: Regional Crime Squad: A London firm hired vehicle to criminals to use in crime 

including robberies, kidnapping, burglary and theft. Enquiries with the firm usually ended with 

a stolen driving licence being proffered when the vehicle was hire. Working with Metropolitan 

Police C11 many enquiries were undertaken leading to the arrest of thirteen people followed 

by a prosecution.188 

 

1983 July 20: A robbery occurred outside a bank in Egham where a security guard was 

approached by a man who he thought had a gun and £2500 in notes stolen.189 

 

1983 August 6: Four Surrey police constables have been suspended following an allegation 

of theft. Two are based at Godalming and two more are now serving in other forces.190 
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March in Guildford 

 

1983 August 19: A motorist being chased by five police cars and four motorcycles was killed 

instantly after a stolen Volvo was crushed by a train on an automatic level crossing at 

Gomshall.191 

 

1983 August 23: Child Sex Charge: A man aged 23 from Guildford was charged with 

unlawful sexual intercourse with a girl aged seven was remanded in custody for eight days by 

Guildford magistrates. 192 

 

1983 August 31: The Firearms Support Team were called to a house in Woking where a 

man had shot his fifteen-year-old daughter and attempted to kill his wife and another child. 

After a four-hour siege the team made an entry and found the offender having committed 

suicide.193  

 

1983 September 1: A four-hour armed siege ended yesterday when a man killed himself after 

shooting and critically wounding his fifteen-year-old daughter in a maisonette in Priors 

Croft, off the High Street in Old Woking. Twelve marksmen from Surreys’ Firearms Support 

Team took up strategic positions as senior officers tried to contact Mr Frost with a loud hailer. 

There was no response and after a loud bang, police entered and found Frost lying dead.194 

 

1983 September 5: Armed robbery outside a bank in New Haw involving a Security express 

vehicle. As the security guard was making his way to his vehicle carrying £25,000 a man with 

a shotgun confronted him. A second man with a revolver approached and the guard dropped 

the cash, which was picked up by a third man. The offenders ran off and were not traced.195 

 

1983 October 12: Drug arrests 1983 Chris Hone (585) 

 

I have seen a reference to the largest drugs seizure in 1981 but few details are available. I was 

working on Burpham Traffic and on patrol one day with PC Derek Seekings had responsibility 

for the arrest of Downes, Kitty and Dzifu. I have attached the 8/10 penned by the then Detective 

Sergeant Keith Rogers (354) that outlines the details.  

 

Just for interest, following the arrest of the above and following assistance with the drug squad 

with searches etc., we left Walton police station after a very long day (I believe we were in 

excess of twelve hours) on the way back to Burpham. A vehicle in front of was driving 

erratically and mounted the pavement, it was stopped, and the driver arrested for being over 

the limit, his car was taken back to Walton with the three passengers inside, where he was dealt 

with. 
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Derek Seeking and I returned to our traffic car passing the three passengers who were 

sniggering, we found our car had been keyed so suspecting the three were responsible arrested 

them, in the scuffles that followed making the arrests I was bitten by one of them resulting in 

a trip to Addlestone hospital A&E. 

 

All part of a day’s work, but on the next shift at Burpham the inspector was not happy with the 

time we had been on duty and rebuked us. It was suggested that we should have ignored the 

drunk driver! 

 

Sometime later I left Traffic and went to Godalming and changed career direction moving to 

CID, Fraud Squad, Drugs Squad and end my 30 years in computer forensics department. On 

retirement I joined the police staff for 13 years on the digital forensic team and enjoyed each 

and every year I served.196 
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1983 November 18: The Firearms Support Team were deployed to Goldsworth Park in 

Woking to a house where a man was threatening to commit suicide with a shotgun. Following 

a twenty-eight hour siege the man laid down the shotgun and walked from the premises and 

was arrested by the Firearms Support Team.197 

 

1983 December 2-9: The Firearms Support Team was deployed to protect a foreign 

dignitary at his home in Surrey as the threat against him was very high requiring extra 

protection measures.198 
 

1984 18/19 January: A man wearing a stocking mask and armed with a six-inch penknife 

entered the staff quarters of a large school by way of an insecure window. He awoke a female 

member of staff who screamed and as a result was punched in the face several times. An attempt 

was made to rape the woman. A man was arrested in Surbiton and charged.199 

Robert Taylor: an intruder wearing a stocking mask and carrying a penknife after breaking 

into the premises attacked the matron at a private boy’s school in Godalming. I attended as 

Officer in Case and enquiries established that a person fitting the offender’s description had 

boarded a London bound train shortly following the offence. As a result of circulating the 

details the offender was arrested at Surbiton railway station. I travelled to Surbiton with DC 

Steve Pott and we brought the offender back to Godalming where he was interviewed and 

admitted the offence.200 

 

1984 January 21: The Surrey Union Hunt met at Okewood Hill near Dorking where 120 

demonstrators confronted them. One saboteur alleged a car deliberately struck him, and it was 

alleged the licensee of the local pub discharged a shotgun to clear his car park of saboteurs. No 

prosecutions resulted from these incidents.201 

 

1984 January 28: Surrey Union Hunt met at Forest Green where 26 saboteurs repeatedly 

clashed with hunt followers. Allegations and counter allegations were made but no prosecution 

could be justified.202 

 

1984 March 6: Peter Hogg was charged last night with the murder of his wife Margaret after 

the discovery of a body in a lake in Cumbria last week. Mrs Hogg was 37 in 1976 when she 

disappeared. She and her husband ran a restaurant in Cranleigh. The body was reported to have 

been wrapped in a carpet and weighted with concrete kerbstone. Police were searching the lake 

for a missing French student.  1984 March 7: Pilot accused of wife’s murder is remanded: 

Peter Hogg aged 56 of Cranleigh was accused at Guildford Magistrates Court of murdering his 

wife between January 1 1976 and February 29 this year. DCI Tim Blake applied for a remand 

in custody, which was granted.203 
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1984 March 15: An attack was made on Surrey University animal unit forcing entry. A dog 

was stolen, and a security guard injured. Police attended and made 54 arrests. 204 

 

1984 March: Leatherhead. The home of a 69-year-old man was entered by kicking the rear 

door and once in the premises forced the man to lie on his bed. The man was indecently 

assaulted and severely beaten around the head, arms and legs with a crowbar. A small 

amount of money was then removed from a wellington boot where it was hidden. A man was 

arrested and received a custodial sentence.205 

 

1984: Steve Baker Surrey Special Constabulary: First Duty: I joined the Special 

Constabulary in 1984 following my recruitment process of completing a form and an interview 

with a Chief Inspector at Guildford Police Station.  Uniform issued I was contacted by a Section 

Officer for my first duty at Slyfield for the Easter Custom Car event. In those days training was 

a weekend at HQ, but my course was not scheduled for another 3 months. So there I was, in 

uniform, in public, incapable, but excited and ready to give it a go. With no supervisor to report 

to I walked up to the then roundabout at the entrance to Slyfield with the A320. A traffic officer 

was directing traffic on the roundabout, and he called me over, “carry on here” he said. Fine, 

who am I to argue with a regular officer, and one with a white cap. So, I start waving my arms 

and it seems the cars are doing what I want, great, this is easy. However, after what seemed an 

eternity but in reality, was about 3 hours. I was bursting for a pee. I had not seen any other 

officers or the traffic officer anywhere near the roundabout and with no personal radio I was 

stuck. Not wanting an embarrassing incident on my first duty I duly stopped all 3 lanes of 

traffic and quickly walked away to find the nearest loo. I still wonder how long the traffic 

waited at the roundabout. 

 

1984 April 12: At a sports and social club in Addlestone there was a serious disturbance 

involving two groups of youths resulting in eighteen arrests.206 

 

1984 April 17: PC Bernard Francis Warren aged 36 died in a road accident in Ottershaw 

on his way home from work Tony Forward: I had some investigative responsibility in the 

motorcycle accident in which PC Bernard Warren was killed.  He was a traffic officer at 

Chertsey and was returning home on a motorcycle when he hit a car near Ottershaw and was 

killed.  Although he was off duty Bernie was considered to be ‘on duty’ for the purposes of 

police insurance etc.  His widow, Sandra Warren, was a clerical officer with Surrey 

Constabulary secretary to Maurice Jackman.  She had a statue put on the corner of the back 

lawn of Mount Browne in his memory 

 

1984 April 26: Leatherhead. A public meeting addressed by Mr Yuri Mazur from the Soviet 

Embassy was disrupted by twenty youths, and police attended to restore order.207 

 
204 Annual Report 1984 
205 Annual Report 1984 
206 Annual Report 1984 
207 Annual Report 1984 



Robert Bartlett 16 October 2021 Copyright expressed 938at938@gmail.com 

 

107 

 

 

1984 April: Unexploded bombs: Bomb squad experts were called in when schoolboys on 

Ranmore Common found two unexploded bombs. The bomb squad blew one of them, believed 

to be a Second World War mortar bomb, up on Tuesday morning. A Mills hand grenade was 

taken away by the bomb squad and made safe. 208 

 

1984 Late Spring: Three armed robberies took place in Guildford against security guards 

delivering cash. The BBC undertook a Crimewatch feature, but the robberies were not 

detected.209 

 

1984 May 13: An animal rights demonstration took place at Camberley when a mock funeral 

procession with hearse and coffin were processed through the town. Four premises thought by 

demonstrators to be sites for animal experimentation were visited. 210 

 

1984 May 15: Bail for pilot accused of wife killing: Peter Hogg was released from prison 

yesterday after being granted bail in a hearing from which press and public were barred. In 

addition to the murder charge he faces charges of perjury and concealment of his wife’s body 

in Wast Water, Cumbria. Bail totalled £20,000 provided by three sureties.211 

 

1984 May 27: An intruder was disturbed at a house and PC John Worgan responded with his 

police dog Luke and began a track. After some considerable distance the suspect was seen and 

after a warning Luke was sent after him and contained him by circling and barking. The suspect 

kicked Luke hard and made off, but the dog recovered chased the suspect and stopped him. He 

was found in possession of property from the burglary.212 

 

1984 May 28: During the opening of the County Show at Guildford by Princess Ann a group 

of six animal rights campaigners invaded the main show ring to protest about the hunt being 

there. Two were arrested.213 

 

1984 June 4: PC 1314 Daniel Glover aged 26 died in a road accident on the on route to a 

call for urgent assistance from a colleague who was also his wife. PC Glover was the husband 

of a serving police officer, the daughter of Surrey officer Bob Cozens who became chief 

constable of West Mercia Police.  

 

1984 June: Animal rights activists entered Thorpe Park, Chertsey and £11,000 worth of trout 

released into the lake. 214 
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1984 July 2: One man arrested under the Prevention of Terrorism Act and released without 

charge the following day215 

 

1984 July 8: An open-air discotheque took place on Desborough Island in the Thames at 

Walton and attended by about two hundred young people. The previous year this event 

deteriorated into violence and again this year there were disturbances but only one person 

arrested.216 

 

1984 July 13: PC Bagley and police dog Omar were called to an incident where a police 

officer had been assaulted trying to detain an offender who was breaking into a car. Omar 

tracked the suspect and after a substantial distance including crossing the A3 he was arrested 

and from property in his possession he was linked to thefts from over one hundred vehicles.217 

 

1984 NUM: Living Quarters: Local policemen drafted into mining areas for picket line duties 

are having to put up with living quarters that they say are unhygienic and unsafe. Since March 

150 to 200 Surrey policemen have every week been on picket duties and they have been living 

in camps, drill halls and similar places, often sleeping on uncomfortable camp beds.218 

 

1984 July 13/15: Animal rights activists demonstrated by erecting a camp outside premises 

thought to be undertaking experiments on animals. There were no problems.219 

 

1984 July 14: Animal rights activists demonstrated outside government laboratories at New 

Haw220 

 

1984 July 14: Two families in Chertsey became involved in a large-scale fight resulting in 

fourteen arrests.221 

 

1984 July 28: Send: A young man called at a cottage of an elderly lady and sought permission 

to search the back garden for a ball. The lad entered the house at some point and stole the 

lady’s life savings from her wardrobe. This was one of a series of offences that at the time 

were undetected.222  

 

1984 July: WPC Kareen Edminston awarded the Queens’s Commendation for Brave 

Conduct for disarming a drunken man who was threatening to kill his wife and others with a 

firearm. 
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1984 July 29: About fifty animal rights protesters demonstrated at Thorpe Park, Chertsey by 

forming a chain across the entrance to the theme park. Police attended and four people were 

arrested.223 

 

1984 August: Murder: Keith Deadman Nichols: Glynis Coe murder at London Road 

railway station in Guildford. 29 March 1985: The Times: A man aged 24 was charged with 

the murder of Glenys Coe aged 27, betting shop manageress whose strangled body was found 

in the car park at Guildford railway station last August.  

 

1984 August 3: Police Support Unit deployment at East Surrey hospital for the visit of PM 

Margaret Thatcher because of threatened problems with trade union demonstrators. There was 

no significant disturbance.224 

 

1984 August 3: Boy bound and stabbed girl: A schoolboy’s game of cops and robbers ended 

in a girl aged eight being taken into woods, bound up and stabbed in the stomach and neck. 

The boy aged 13 responsible for the attack was yesterday ordered by Reigate magistrates to be 

placed in care of the local authority until he reaches the age of 18. He admitted unlawfully and 

maliciously wounding the girl with intent to cause grievous bodily harm. 225 

 

1984 August 15: Hang glider drug charge denied: Hollow tube struts on a hang glider had 

been cut and were stuffed with cannabis, Guildford Crown Court was told yesterday. It was 

part of a haul with a street value of £12-18,000 recovered from the home of Nicholas Downs a 

tour operator of Farnham. He denies three charges of possessing cannabis with intent to supply. 

The case continues226 

 

1984 August 21: The wife of a Camberley restaurateur was found unconscious on the floor of 

their restaurant where she worked as a cahier and waitress. She had been severely beaten and 

stabbed in the neck.227 

 

1984 August 26: Sergeant Simmonds and police dog Magnum searched an area close to 

Earlswood Lakes for a missing ten-year-old boy. After searching dense woodland Magnum 

located the boy who had been viciously assaulted and would have died within two hours had 

he not been discovered. The boy recovered but was blinded in one eye.228 

 

1984 September to November: The Firearms Support Team were engaged in the protection 

of a hospital patient thought to be vulnerable to further attack. 229 
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1984 September: PC1415 Simon Lane awarded the Queens’s Commendation for Brave 

Conduct when he tackled a gunman whilst off duty. Despite being sprayed with CS gas PC 

Lane managed to hold onto the offender until assistance arrived.  

 

1984 August 29: Husband in Court: Christopher Michael aged 32 a restaurant owner of 

Yateley was remanded in custody for seven days yesterday by Camberley Magistrates charged 

with conspiring with persons unknown to murder his wife Maureen aged 30.230 1984 

September: Firearms Support Team. Following a serious assault on a restaurant owner, 

officers were deployed on a round the clock role within the Royal Surrey County Hospital 

where she was recovering. This continued until the beginning of November.231 

Derek Cordery: Camberley attempted murder in a restaurant in the town opposite the 

Academy Vince McFadden was Officer in Case.  Mo Clark: I was first on the scene.  The lady 

did not actually die though a very close thing!  It was a Greek restaurant Athenian Taverna.  I 

knew the Greek Cypriot guy who owned and ran it, and he was the only suspect but there was 

insufficient evidence to prove he had committed the crime.  He was arrested, charged and held 

on remand but the case failed at the old-style committal stage.   Interestingly the victim was 

his wife.  She never believed he did it or organised it and went back to him after she recovered.  

Last I heard they moved back to Cyprus. The restaurant used to be a cafe called the Brown Jug, 

I think.  Now it is a Thai restaurant.  It is on what we call the 'A30 Service Road' near the 

junction with the High Street.  

Malcolm Sutton: The lady had very bad head injuries some twenty-two fractures to the skull 

with the brain seeping out. As a part of the Firearms Support Team, we provided security at 

the hospital.  

 

1984 August 29: RW aged 35 a rock musician was banned from driving for a year and fined 

£155 by Camberley Magistrates after he was caught in a radar trap at the wheel of his gold 

Rolls Royce. He pleaded guilty to driving under the influence of alcohol and exceeding the 

speed limit.232 

 

1984 September 13: Armed Robbery: A man entered a jewellers’ shop in Dorking and 

attacked a member of staff who he threatened with a gun. He demanded jewellery from the 

display window. A struggle ensued involving an off-duty police officer and a traffic warden 

during which a canister of CS gas was discharged by the criminal injuring all parties. A man 

was arrested and charged with a number of offences throughout the southeast of England.233 

 

1984 September 15: Elmbridge branch of CND held a march and rally in Walton on Thames 

which involved three hundred people, but it passed peacefully.234 
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1984 September 29: A research company at Bagshot was entered and fourteen beagle dogs 

stolen. The raid was photographed, and photos sent to the media.235 

 

1984 Farnham: A cause for concern was the recent trend of animal rights activists were 

considered to be responsible for criminal damage to butcher’s shops, banks, furriers, shoe 

shops, chemists and other premises. Quick setting glue has been put into door locks, windows 

broken or daubed with paint along with obscene graffiti.236 

 

1984 July to October: Special Crime Patrol Unit: A surveillance operation on a team of 

burglars identified by intelligence. Three men using stolen cars were followed and arrested 

whilst committing a burglary. The operation continued on three more targets and was later 

arrested along with a number of receivers. Property valued at about £400,000 was recovered 

and forty-two offences identified. 237 

 

1984 October 11: Diana Dors’ husband was found dead with a shotgun by his side. Alan 

Lake’s death is being treated as suicide in his home at Orchard Manor, Sunningdale 238 

 

1984 October: The Firearms Support Team was deployed to keep observation on a house 

in Sunningdale after information that an armed robbery was to take place.239 

 

1984 November: Because of the pre-Christmas terrorist threat the Firearms Support Team 

was deployed in two vehicles each with two armed officers, giving twenty-four hours a day 

cover. This continued until the beginning of January. 240 1984 November: The Firearms 

Support Team was deployed on surveillance in anticipation of a terrorist attack. 241 

 

1984 Autumn Guildford: A murder enquiry followed the discovery of the body of a local 

betting shop manageress in a station car park. Over eighty officers were deployed on the 

enquiry. Not detected.242 

 

1984 2 November: Two prisoners being transferred from Kent to the Isle of Wight were 

released when their van was attacked and forced off the road on Reigate Hill by men armed 

with pickaxe handles and axes.243 See November 22 

 

1984 November 20: Cleaner cleaned out hotel: Maria U stole over four years just about 

everything except the kitchen sink from the country hotel where she worked as a cleaner. This 

included a folding bed and a lavatory seat! Mrs U aged 48 of Ashtead pleaded guilty to stealing 

 
235 Annual Report 1984 
236 Annual Report 1984 
237 Annual Report 1984 
238 1984 October 11: The Times 
239 HM Inspector of Constabulary notes from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 1985 page 52 
240 HM Inspector of Constabulary notes from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 1985 page 52 
241 Annual Report 1984 
242 Annual Report 1984 
243 Annual Report 1984 



Robert Bartlett 16 October 2021 Copyright expressed 938at938@gmail.com 

 

112 

 

property worth more than £13,000 from the Burford Bridge. She was placed on probation for 

three years and ordered to pay £100 in compensation. 244 

 

1984 November 22: Wife questioned: The wife of one of the two men freed by ambushes 

from a prison van was questioned by police at Reigate last night. Mrs Tracy Smith’s husband 

Terence and John Kendall are still at large.245 See 2 November above 

 

1984 November 30: Raiders miss £1m in van ambush:  An armed gang staged a spectacular 

motorway ambush yesterday on a Brinks-Mat security van carrying £1.3 million but left behind 

£1 million. The raiders blocked both lanes of the M23 in front of the van with a hijacked low-

loader carrying a JCB mechanical digger and a breakdown lorry. They used the diggers claw 

to batter the van’s roof forcing the guards to leave. The robbers escaped in a white transit van. 

Detective Superintendent Keith Portlock of Reigate Police who is leading the hunt for the gang 

said the robbery at the junction with the A23 near Merstham was the most spectacular he had 

seen and involved at least 11 vehicles. The gang hijacked the low-loader on the Dorking Road 

near Reigate at about midday. They handcuffed two men in the low loader and put them in the 

back of a box-type van and drove them off. At the same time the gang also hijacked at gunpoint 

a breakdown lorry at Merstham. The driver was handcuffed and put with others in the van., 

which was locked and abandoned in Coulsdon on the A23. The gunmen left them a bottle of 

brandy, which had been half drunk when the police found them. 

 

 
 

At about 2.45pm the hijacked vehicles were driving north on the two-lane link road from the 

M23. The security van was also driving north on the inside lane. The breakdown lorry overtook 

the security van in the outside lane. The low-loader was in front of the security van. The 

security van pulled into the outside lane to overtake the slow-moving low-loader. As it did so 

the low loader pulled over and rammed the breakdown lorry. The security van was forced to 

pull up. Close behind a red Ford van stopped. A man jumped out of the low loader and climbed 

into the JCB cab to operate the mechanical arm. The three guards got out and were surrounded 

 
244 The Times 20 November 1984 
245 The Times (London, England), Thursday, Nov 22, 1984 
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by about 8 members of the gang, at least three of who had guns. One guard was hit on the head 

by a gun; the others were punched and kicked. No shots were fired. Several raiders got into the 

van and took about £300,000 in used notes but left in haste as traffic built up. Their white 

Transit escape van was abandoned at Hooley and the gang transferred to other vehicles. At 3.15 

five men arrived in two cars at Knockholt railways station in Kent. Bags believed to contain 

money were shared out before they drove off in five cars.246 

 

1984 December 1: Six held over digger raid on security van: Detectives investigating a 

£300,000 armed robbery in which a security van was attacked with a mechanical digger were 

last night questioning six people after raids in London. Four men and two women were taken 

to Reigate police station and further arrests were forecast inn an investigation into a robbery, 

which was both bizarre and highly organised. ------- Yesterday owners of the recovery lorry 

and the digger were deliberately lured to the area of the robbery before the gang hijacked them. 

In each case they were ordered for jobs, which did not exist. 247 

 

Security van attacked in Reigate and roof taken off. Tim Page: I remember a robbery on cash 

in transit vehicle at the end of the M23 at Hooley under the Shepherd Hill Bridge. I believe 

they had a low loader with an excavator on stopped in the nearside lane of the two-lane 

carriageway at this point. This they had as broken down. As the van passed in lane two they 

blocked it alongside the excavator, which then took the vans roof off. Due to the traffic all 

blocked on the M23 they made their escape onto the A23 and then up Star Lane at Hooley 

before dumping the vehicle and transferring to a second one. I was on an armed response 

vehicle at the time. I forget what happened next.  Dave Manhire: Happened on the A23 at 

Hooley near what is now the M23, which at that time was not built. A team using an angle 

grinder if I remember to cut a hole in the side or cut hole in roof stole a large amount of cash. 

Offenders made off and were seen on the A217 at Reigate Hill near Burgh Heath with one 

being sick at the side of the road. Do not recall if any arrests. 

 

 
246 The Times (London, England), Friday, Nov 30, 1984 
247 The Times (London, England), Saturday, Dec 01, 1984 
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1984 December: Following an armed robbery at Reigate the Firearms Support Team was 

deployed to escort from court the two suspects, both Category “A”, who were on remand. This 

operation took place once a week until March.248 

 

1984 December: the Firearms Support Team was deployed on observation at a factory in 

Weybridge where information indicated an armed robbery would take place.249 

 

1984 December 4: Robbery charge: Two men from London AS and SB, living in Finchley 

and Stamford Hill were charged before Reigate magistrates with robbery and conspiracy to rob 

 
248 HM Inspector of Constabulary notes from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 1985 page 52 
249 HM Inspector of Constabulary notes from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 1985 page 52 
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a Brinks-Mat security van at Merstham last Thursday. They were remanded in custody for three 

days.250 

 

1984 Tuesday 11 December: One of the worst multiple vehicle accidents the Traffic 

Department ever had to deal with happened on the M25, near Tatsfield close to the boundary 

with Kent; nine people were killed and ten injured251 Twenty-six vehicles and thirty-one drivers 

and passengers were involved. The accident happened in dense fog, which seemed to have 

descended suddenly, and the scene, in which nine people died. Superintendent Trevor Saunders 

was in charge of the operation.  

 

 
 

At approximately 0608 on Tuesday 11 December 1984 a multiple road traffic accident occurred 

on the M25 in the parish of Tatsfield, within the county of Surrey. The scene of the incident 

was on the “A” carriageway in the vicinity of marker post4336A and approximately 200 metres 

west of the Surrey Kent border. The accident occurred over about seven minutes and was spread 

over a distance of forty metres, involving 26 vehicles including nine HGV, two medium goods 

vehicles and twelve cars. Thirty-one drivers and passengers were involved in the incident. At 

the time of the accident the weather conditions were cold, damp and very dense fog was present 

in the immediate vicinity. Because of restrictive visibility those involved saw little other than 

the incident they were directly involved in. Extensive damage was done to vehicles and petrol 

and diesel spread across the area and the scene became engulfed in flame. Nine people were 

trapped in their vehicles and were engulfed in flame and were killed. Three people were 

seriously injured and 10 sustained light injuries. Nine people escaped unharmed. 252 

 

The first call to the Operations Room at Mount Browne (Godstone motorway room was not 

scheduled to be open until the summer of 1985) was received at 0615 from a driver whose 

vehicle was involved but could be driven to the emergency telephone box where sparse details 

were provided. Kent was informed and two Surrey units deployed the first arriving at 0620 

finding a very dangerous situation with very poor visibility, traffic still running in the B 

carriageway and a severe fire blazing. Calls went for the other emergency services and for the 

immediate closure of the motorway in both directions. The fire and exploding cargo made it 

impossible to make any attempt at rescue and the priority became to prevent further vehicles 

becoming involved. PC Harding made a close assessment and started a log whilst other officers 

 
250 1984 December 4 The Times 
251 Annual Report 1984 
252 Report by Superintendent Brent to Chief Constable dated 14 February 1985 paragraph 1 
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placed flares to slow down approaching vehicles. The motorway was closed and meanwhile 

PS Peet had arrived and set up an incident vehicle and maintained the log. Traffic held up on 

the Ken side were turned and driven back and off the M25. Chief Inspector John Bevan of 

Godstone Traffic was on the scene at 0715 and Inspector Fred Joyce from Oxted at 0730. Their 

immediate task was to liaise with the other emergency services to ensure a co-ordinated 

response. The fires were out, and nine bodies were identified. Doctor Howard from Godstone 

surgery was called to the scene and he certified the deaths. Uninjured people were taken to 

Caterham railway station. 

 

Casualty Bureau was established at 0830 receiving 760 telephone enquiries of which 261 were 

directly related to the incident.  

 

It was decided once it was clear there were no injured people trapped that the scene would be 

secured so that an investigation could begin under the command of Superintendent Brent who 

arrived at 0915. The scene was photographed and videoed, officers sent to Bromley and east 

Surrey Hospitals and links were established through the incident caravan with casualty bureau 

at HQ. Once the site was recorded officers were formed into teams to gather evidence and 

supervise the removal of the bodies and recovery of the wreckage.  

 

Team 1: Inspector Penn, Coroner’s officer PC875 Chivers, Accident Investigation Officer PC 

769 King, PC1039 Wheatley, PC114 Rice, PC1015 Taylor and PC 348 Killick. Tasked to 

recover and identify the bodies 

 

Team 2: Inspector Craddock and Vehicle examiner PC 766 Pollock who were tasked to 

supervise the removal of vehicles from the scene 

 

Team 3: Inspector Joyce, PC5 Gould, PC858 Peters were to look after the media and supervise 

their activities. 

 

Team 4: PC651 Elliott, PC746 Taylor and PC577 Wright, who were motorcyclists and 

employed in escort duties. 

 

Team 5: PS221 Coles and PC1056 Eaton undertook escort duty to the mortuary 

 

Team 6: PC1125 Brown, PC570 Harding and PC770 Edwards manned the incident caravan 

and acted as messengers. 

 

The clearing of the scene commenced at about 1100 and continued on into the next day and 

involved the three emergency services, the highway authority, recovery vehicles and 

undertakers. Removal began from the rear of the incident as this was seen to be the most 

effective way of dismantling the crashed vehicles. Each vehicle was given a reference number 

and the contents recorded. Bodies were also given numbers and cross-referenced with their 

vehicles. The dismantling stared well but vehicle seven an articulated lorry presented huge 

difficulties because the tractor unit could not be separated from the trailer. This meant that 
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recovery efforts were switched to the front of the accident. The last body was extricated at 1925 

on the day of the incident. Many of the vehicles were so badly damaged that the only way to 

remove them was to cut them up and this took until 1620 on the 12 December. There was a 

considerable amount of work to be undertaken to clear the carriageway and the motorway was 

not reopened until 1500 on the 15 December. A total number of 58 police officers were 

deployed at the scene.253 

 

Superintendent Richardson, a sergeant, two constables and a Scenes of Crime Officer attended 

the mortuary and undertook recording, searching and identification in addition to liaising with 

the coroner.  

 

Towns and villages within a 15-mile radius of the M25 were severely congested when the 

motorway was closed 

 

A major cause of the severity of the accident was the reduced visibility but the cause of the 

incident was not the fog, but the drivers and a very detailed investigation was undertaken to 

see if blame should be apportioned and if so on whom. However, it has to be understood that 

on entering the bank of fog there is a dilemma for the driver, slow down quickly and avoid any 

possible obstruction ahead or, brake quickly and risk being hit from the rear. The investigating 

officer was to conclude and recommend that no action be taken against any of the surviving 

drivers, and this was accepted.254 

 

HM Coroner Lt Col G M McEwan held the opening inquest on 14th December the coroner’s 

officer was PC875 Chivers. 

 

Neil Cuzons: I think it was Superintendent Nick Brent, or whoever was the superintendent at 

Caterham at the time who was the man in charge.  Trevor Saunders was the chief inspector in 

charge at Godstone traffic centre at the time. This RTA occurred at just before 6am, PC Tim 

Page was the first traffic officer at the scene, the weather was heavy fog at the time, the Surrey 

Constabulary were criticised for not having the motorway fog lights on at the time. I was 

working night shift overtime at Caterham (covering the miner’s strike at the time) and attended 

soon after. I spent three full days at the scene, mainly with Nobby Clarke.  There was chaos for 

three to five days on all the surrounding roads due to the motorway closure. I have a feeling 

the death total was nine. One of the bizarre recollections was of the two of the larger lorries 

involved, one carried paper and caught fire, the other was loaded with potatoes, they were still 

alight until the next day, jumping over the motorway barrier towards it, we landed in about four 

to six inches of mashed potato. Clackets Lane Services has now been built at the site of this 

RTA. The accident spot is just on the turn off lane to Clackets services on the Kent to Surrey 

lane (J5 to J6).  

 

 
253 Report by Superintendent Brent to Chief Constable dated 14 February 1985 pages 2-6 
254 Report by Superintendent Brent to Chief Constable dated 14 February 1985 page 23 
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John Milner: The M25 accident was dealt with by Detective Superintendent Nick Brent - 

unusual I know but it was considered detective skills were paramount due to the number of 

vehicles and the number of deaths.  

 

Frank Chivers: I very well remember the major road traffic accident on the M25 at Clackets 

Lane on 11th December 1984.  I was a Coroner’s Officer working from Reigate Police Station 

at that period in my service.   Whilst getting ready for work that morning, I had heard on the 

radio, a report of a serious RTA on the M25 near Sevenoaks, several vehicles were involved, 

and a number of persons injured. On arrival at the police station just before 8.00 am I was given 

a message by Sue, the switchboard operator, that in fact the accident was on our ground, 

Superintendent Saunders was in attendance at the scene, and he wanted me there ASAP. 

 

Approaching the scene from Godstone, what had been a light mist became thicker and thicker 

fog and there was an ominous red glow in the sky near Clackets Lane Bridge. The accident was 

on the clockwise carriageway and almost all the vehicles were burning fiercely.   

 

Superintendent Saunders advised me that several of the drivers and their passengers were 

believed trapped in their vehicles, and it was impossible to get to them because of the 

fire.  Surrey Fire Brigade units assisted by Kent appliances, were fighting to control the 

burning, but because of the fuel spillage from ruptured tanks and the type of loads being carried 

by some of the vehicles involved - particularly one articulated lorry with a full load of timber 

and another loaded with rolls and rolls of paper - they were struggling to make an impression. 

At the back of the "pile-up" the last vehicle involved, a saloon car, had collided with the rear 

of an articulated vehicle and gone partly under the trailer.  The driver of the car had died from 

his injuries and this chap was the only person who it was possible to identify by viewing.  All 

the other deceased in the accident had to be identified by the remains of their vehicles, 

dental and medical records and items of personal property found and not consumed in the fire. 

 
  

I left the scene around 10.30 pm that evening, having satisfied myself that no other bodies were 

in the wreckage, going then to the New East Surrey Hospital mortuary to check that all nine 
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bodies had been booked in and correctly labelled. Following which it was back to Reigate 

Police Station to check any messages, etc., concerning the accident.  

 

The following day began the long and harrowing task of identifying each body, contacting, and 

talking to relatives, arranging for post-mortem examinations, etc., plus keeping HM Coroner, 

Lt. Col. McEwan, advised as to how enquiries were progressing. Many officers were involved 

in dealing with the accident and its aftermath, not least Superintendent Saunders, 

Superintendent Nick Brent Caterham Sub Division, who compiled the final report of the 

accident. Inspector John Bevan and his team from Godstone Traffic Centre worked on the 

ground, and Inspector Fred Joyce, who ran the enquiry and casualty room at Oxted Police 

Station.    I must make mention here of two particular officers P.C. Ian King who was the 

Accident Investigation Officer, and P.C. Alan "Jock" Pollock Vehicle Examinations Officer. I 

know on the day of the accident; Surrey Fire Brigade video recorded the scene, and this may 

still be available in their archives. I served for nine years as Coroner’s Officer and although I 

attended many tragic and horrendous incidents, I will never ever forget the carnage of this 

accident.  My wife, Stella, and I now live near Oakham in Rutland.  Over the intervening years 

we have occasionally travelled along that section of the M25 and in my mind’s eye I can still 

see in all its horror that terrible accident.  I shall never forget that awful day.  

 

Nick Brent: I was the Superintendent at Caterham at the time, and I dealt with the accident.  At 

the time Superintendent Trevor Saunders was Chief Superintendent Eric Hughes’ Deputy and 

was stationed at Reigate.  The person in charge of Godstone Traffic Centre was Chief Inspector 

John Bevan who retired shortly afterwards. Nine people died   I do have a copy of my report 

photographs and video footage.  

 

Tony Kirton: I was in charge of the Casualty Bureau, which had been set up and anything 

thought to be of a sensitive nature was passed to me. There were two such sad cases. In the first 

we were having difficulty in matching up a Ford Escort with two bodies in it. By double-

checking several times I eventually contacted the scene and asked if it could possibly be a VW 

Jetta. The car was virtually unrecognisable but after a further examination it was confirmed. 

The couple in it turned out to be a man and a woman - his wife not knowing about the other 

woman. In the other case a very distressed man told me that he had been watching the scene 

on television and thought one of the Lorries in flames might be his. I checked with the scene 

and they confirmed that there was a lorry as described (number plates melted) and that a male 

body had been recovered. The only identification was a St. Christopher medallion around his 

neck. I rang the man back and he insisted on going to the scene to identify the lorry. He 

explained that he was very close to the driver, (his Godson), and his wife and child. I spoke to 

the officer in charge (probably Trevor) and we agreed that it would be helpful if he could 

identify the lorry. We had to arrange by a series of messages to get him past the police block 

on the motorway and he eventually arrived. Trevor (I think) rang me to say the lorry was the 

man's and he was going straight back to tell the driver's wife. We did a lot of training sessions 

in the Bureau, some lasting forty-eight hours and it was all rather easy-going. How different 

was the real thing, especially when a match was made, and we knew that a phone call to the 

local police was going to be the start of someone's tragedy.  
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Tim Page: M25 at Tatsfield on the 11th December 1984, I was with Mark Compsty on nights. 

We were the motorway vehicle that night and got the call to attend around 0550hrs. The 

severity of the collision was not given at the time, and it was not until we arrived the full picture 

was gained. I do remember the fog was very, very thick and we attended by driving very slowly 

on the hard shoulder because of the idiots overtaking us. The night car attended as well, I think 

the crew was Dennis Edwards and Derek. Sorry forgotten the surname.  

 

Mark Clark: I visited the scene taking video tapes from HQ for the cameraman and then on 

my way back I was sent to a double fatal on the A25 at Gomshall at the Shere turn where two 

elderly people were killed. Difficult to get any help! There was also a fatal that day in the north 

of the county.  

 

Tony Grant: I fortunately didn't attend the scene, but I was one of the incident team that was 

set up the following day to deal with it in an office at Oxted nick. Superintendent Nick Brent 

was the senior officer, Fred Joyce was the inspector, I was the sergeant and there were a couple 

of PCs I think one was Dave Thewless and one might have been Paul Wheatley. Two of the 

traffic officers seconded onto the team were Jock Pollock and Ian King. I remember hearing 

the horrific accounts from some of the officers who attended who couldn't free all the trapped 

people when the fire started. They were beaten back by the intense heat and had to witness the 

nightmare of people being engulfed by the flames. That must live with you forever, and I recall 

the look and feeling of helplessness when speaking to some of the officers afterwards.  

 

I can't recall the exact number of vehicles involved, it was something like twenty-five to 

thirty with numerous injured and nine fatal. We tried to piece together what happened as best 

we could, but it became clear that the real cause was the fog. It was all very well some saying 

motorists were travelling too fast for the conditions but from what I can remember the fog was 

very patchy at the time and then suddenly and before they knew it vehicles were going into a 

blanket of thick fog. I really can't recall what started it but I think vehicles braking caused it 

and after the first crash vehicles then just started ploughing straight into the stationary 

vehicles.  That's about it; nobody was prosecuted because of the accident. I'm sure you will 

hear more from someone who attended unless they've managed to erase the nightmare from 

their memories 
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The Times Wednesday, Jul 24, 1984 
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1984 December: Firearms Support Team was deployed guarding a number of high-risk 

prisoners who had been involved in large-scale armed robberies.255  

 

1984 December 26: Guildford: Thirty vociferous banner waving protesters at the Boxing Day 

Hunt meeting at the Civic Hall. Three were arrested for breach of the peace and obstructing 

police following the throwing of a dead fox at the Mayor of Guildford. 

 

1984 Drug Squad256: Dealt with fifty-four people for offences involving the misuse of drugs. 

The Squad executed twenty-three search warrants. 

 

1984 Guildford: Murder enquiry following arson 

 

1984 A Division: Burglaries in houses where the offenders climbed into the property at night 

in Burwood Park, St George’s Hills. Wentworth Estate and Sunningdale257  

 

1984: B Division: Considerable resources were expended dealing with problems caused by 

those living at gypsy sites Pendell Camp, Merstham and at Green Lane, Outwood. Criminal 

damage caused by missiles thrown from the camp, personal injury abandoned burnt out stolen 

vehicles. Rubbish is placed in the roads to slow traffic, so they provide better targets for 

missiles. 258 

 

1984 Woking: A fight broke out at a discotheque between rival gangs of youths. The hall was 

closed and the youths went on the rampage through the town damaging vehicles, shops and 

signs. Many were found by police to be in possession of iron bars and poles. Order was 

eventually restored and ten people were arrested259 

 

1984 Murder of a child in Farnham 

 

1984 Support Unit deployments:  

• Hunts 

• Animal Rights demonstrations 

• Security during royal visits 

• Prime Minister opening East Surrey Hospital 

• Brighton to assist Sussex at TUC conference 

• A murder in Guildford – assist with house to house enquiries 

• Mutual aid to Kent for a dock strike – eight units in July 

• Several standby deployments for anticipated demonstrations or serious disturbance 

 
255 Annual Report 1984 
256 Annual Report 1984 
257 Annual Report 1984 
258 Annual Report 1984 
259 Annual Report 1984 
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This search team picture shows the Woking PSU and I can remember a few names:  

there’s Dennis Fisher and Paul Donaghy next to me in the left of the back row and I can 

see Martin Breckell there too (2nd right back row) and sergeant Derek Willets 

 

 

1984 Special Crime Patrol Unit: Arrested 115 people during the year. 73% of those arrested 

were resident with the Metropolitan Police District. A further 12% were from outside the 

county with only 15% being Surrey residents. Property recovered was valued at about 

£550,000.260 

 

1984 Police and Criminal Evidence Act: This Act brought about the most far-reaching 

changes to the way the modern Police Service goes about its daily duties. Previously, for 

instance, suspects were interviewed; charged and only when bailed or about to appear in court 

were they able to consult with a solicitor. The statutory right to have someone notified of your 

arrest was introduced although this had been done for some time previously. 

 

 
260 Annual Report 1984 
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Burglary Squad December 1984 Rear Left: Colin Ward John Lane, Robert Taylor John 

Meaney John Baughan Rupert Heritage  

Mike Blencowe George Burke Adrian Russell John Spence Robert Miller Albert 

Newman Colin Burton Gordon Parkes  

Brian Lloyd Robert Cooper Mick Grew  

Chris Myers John Beavis Len Rose John Cobbett Jenny Elliott 

 

 

NUM Strike 

From 9 March 1984 until 5 March 1985 an industrial dispute between the National Union of 

Mine Workers and the National Coal Board resulted in mass picketing of collieries and power 

stations in England and Wales. Peter May:  A nationalised coal industry, which needed large 

subsidies, was at odds with the Thatcher government's vision for economic change.  Knowing 

a confrontation with the powerful and hostile National Union of Mineworkers would eventually 

come, Margaret Thatcher appointed Ian McGregor as head of the Coal Board.  Coal was 

stockpiled at power stations so any action would have to go on for months before the country's 

energy supply could be held to ransom.  The strike was called by NUM leader, Arthur Scargill 

when the National Coal Board announced on 5 March 1984, the closure of Cortonwood pit 

near Barnsley in South Yorkshire.  (This mine was later known locally as ‘the Alamo’ – the 

place where the Yorkshire miners would make their last stand – and they did!) Days later, 

miners' unions were told of a wide-ranging pit closure programme.  By 12 March, Scottish 

miners had joined the action and half of Britain's 187,000 pitmen had downed tools. Beginning 

as an organised picket at Ollerton pit in Nottinghamshire on 15th March 1984, descended into 

scenes of chaos and violence.  In the middle of it all a Yorkshire miner, twenty-four-year-old 

David Jones, a father of two, was struck by a brick and fell to the ground; he died shortly 
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afterwards in Mansfield hospital.  News of the death brought the violence that night to an end. 

But it was only the beginning of a dispute, which would continue for another year.   

In 2004 BBC TV’s Working Lunch presenter, Rob Pittam recalled the miners' strike of 1984: 

“In the evening Yorkshire and Nottinghamshire miners had sat in the pub, addressing one 

another as "brother"; by the morning they were bitter enemies.  In between lay a night of 

terrifying rioting and the death of a picket.  Ahead lay a year long dispute that would break 

their union and ultimately lead to the death of the coal industry.  On Friday 12 March 1984 

Arthur Scargill had called for a national miners' strike in protest at planned pit closures.  

Crucially, he refused to hold a national ballot, relying instead on flying pickets to bring the 

coalfields to a halt.  By the weekend the pickets were targeting the colliery in my home village 

of Ollerton in north Nottinghamshire.  Fighting raged along the main street, which led to the 

pit entrance. It was a terrifyingly violent confrontation between police, striking miners and 

colliers determined to work.” 

It was not long before wide-scale violence broke out and police forces throughout the country 

provided assistance to hard-pressed colleagues under a ‘mutual aid’ agreement.  Surrey sent 

eight PSUs – the biggest contingent ever to go to the aid of other forces.  Nationwide, eight 

hundred and fifty-nine police officers, including eighty from Surrey, were injured during the 

dispute. Surrey served in Yorkshire, Nottingham, and Kent. Thirty of the injured officers were 

hurt on 17 August 1984 at Gascoigne Wood, Yorkshire when bricks, stones and other missiles 

were thrown at the police lines. The injuries were mostly bruising and abrasions although PC 

320 Buchanan was pinned against a barbed wire fence and given a severe beating. PC Mick 

Lashmar suffered a back injury during the dispute from which he never fully recovered and in 

1988 left the force on a medical pension. 

 

Chris Ducket’s Photo 
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Proteus Camp, Nottinghamshire 

 

Jim Findlay: The Miner’s strike should produce a plethora of amusing stories. I was one of 

the idiots who thought I was doing the right thing by holding the fort back here on my Section 

whilst my PCs went off and faced the wrath of the miners until about the 16th/17th week when 

they were all fed-up with it and those who hadn't gone were coerced into filling in....only to 

find it was a doddle most of the time. The main enemy was boredom and the cold.  

 

Mike Wells: During 1984 each police division in Surrey had two Police Support Units. Each 

Police Support Unit consisted of one inspector two sergeants and twenty four PCs. On A 

division (Addlestone) we had two regular teams – the A & B team and an occasional reserve 

team, which consisted on anyone who was left. I think it must have been before equal 

opportunities as all the officers were male. We were taken to our hotels by coach. Our “hotels” 

consisted of basic accommodation, a disused Territorial Army camp in Nottingham. In 

Yorkshire we were housed in a disused mental hospital and disused air force officers’ houses. 

In Kent we had the luxury of an army barracks. On our deployment we crammed into two Ford 

Transit vans and deployed to various coalmines in the area, occasionally a reserve PSU was 

formed of anyone who was left on Division. In my particular instance, I had six weeks away, 

two weeks at Nottingham, two weeks in South Yorkshire where I witnessed the large 

fight/disturbance at the coking plant, which was the turning point for the end of the strike. I 

would add that this was the most frightening experience I ever had within my thirty years police 

service. Two weeks were spent in Kent where during the day was very volatile, but most of us 

managed to go on an evening trip to France (non-landing) as evening entertainment. Each of 

the three areas visited required a different style of policing, as each was unique. Most of us 

purchased miner’s lamps as a souvenir.  

 

In Nottingham there was an enterprising miner who did caricatures of the scenes and sold them 

in sets for £5. A lot of people wanted these, orders were taken and paid for by a lot of 

Addlestone PSU, but we never got them. The guy who did them had a mental breakdown. (He 

was also overwhelmed with the number of orders and just couldn’t cope).  
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The A & B teams received training. The reserve team wasn’t given any training. We usually 

had the inspector who had been trained in PSU tactics. Our safety equipment consisted of a re-

enforced helmet, a cricket box, padded gloves and shin pads. We did have a support vehicle, 

which carried riot shields, flame retardant boiler suits and riot helmets. I only recall once being 

allowed to put on the boiler suit and riot helmet and that was at Wombwell near Barnsley when 

the rioting got out of hand and petrol bombs were found just up the road. Our PSU transits did 

have a metal grill over the windscreen, which had to be in place. Even then our Inspector Clive 

Barham was criticised for allowing us to put the grill on. It was thought to be provocative and 

too military like.  

 

Mark Clark: During the '84-85 miner’s dispute I was a Traffic PC at Burpham and one of the 

traffic drivers driving our lads in Transits to and from Surrey and to and from their billets to 

the collieries. I spent most of my time at either at a colliery near Coventry or at South Wales 

where we were billeted in the old Butlin’s camp at Minehead. I still have the brass and 

aluminium identity discs the working miners at the Coventry colliery gave me with my collar 

no (1335) stamped on. As Traffic drivers we did a week about for the first couple of months. 

Our jobs included getting the bin bag of packed lunches, running errands for the inspectors, 

and driving the lads from place to place. Once the dispute really got going, we were used less 

because the home forces provided large coaches to ship people about and the shifts changed to 

twelve-hour stints for the guys on PSU duty. I remember our Chief Constable wanting us back 

on Traffic to act as divisional support, rather like the old area cars. That said I did a couple of 

runs each month collecting sick or injured or people required for court.  

 

Chris Farmer: My very first involvement was when the balloon first went up, although I now 

have no recollection of the precise date.   I was on late turn as the D rota patrol inspector at 

Guildford, and the shout suddenly came through that Surrey were sending PSU’s up to 

Nottinghamshire that same night to assist our beleaguered colleagues.   Within very short 

order a full PSU (at that time comprising an inspector, three sergeants and thirty PCs) was 

mustered from the then Guildford Division (Guildford, Dorking and Leatherhead sub- 

divisions), and off we set at about 21.00 courtesy of Safeguard Coaches, with Chief Inspector 

Ian Swaddling as the boss.   Sergeants were Alan Bridgman (definite), 1194 Roy Vass (I think), 

but can’t remember the third.   Some of the PCs were 351 Mark Hampshire, 1153 Neil 

Whitehorn, 1053 Simon Nelson, 1351 Len West, 544 Mick Finch, 617 Graham Ingate and big 

Graeme Dickson – always a good man to have on your side when things got a bit dicey!   The 

officers from Dorking and Leatherhead I recognised, but largely unknown to me.    We travelled 

direct to Ollerton Colliery, where we arrived about 0200, and were deployed along the 

approach road where nothing happened at all until the picketing miners of the NUM started to 

arrive at about 0530 to greet the early turn Nottinghamshire UDM miners seeking to get into 

the colliery to work.    

 

Then things livened up a bit!   Lots of hurled abuse and threats, pushing and shoving, etc., but 

I am aware of only two punches being thrown, those responsible being swiftly taken out by 

Hampshire officers.   After the miners’ day shift was safely in, the bulk of us were stood down, 

leaving a token presence at the gate.   The rest of us were taken to the cafe in the miners’ 
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institute, where we all refuelled with massive, cooked breakfasts.   Such hospitality was to 

become a feature of the deployments for many weeks to come, and I suspect that many officers 

put on a good deal of weight: whenever food was offered, we accepted it, not knowing how 

long it would be until the next meal came around!   The following morning at about 1000, the 

Guildford unit climbed wearily back aboard the Safeguard coach, which had remained 

throughout, and returned to Surrey, but many other deployments were to follow.  

 

It rapidly became apparent that such daily excursions weren’t sustainable, and thus we found 

ourselves travelling week and week about to the former army hutted base at Proteus Camp.   

There we were fed like kings by army caterers, worked twelve-to-fifteen-hour days at pits all 

over the Nottinghamshire coalfield, and whatever little down-time there was spent sleeping, 

and, yes, eating!   One of the pits the Guildford PSU visited perhaps more than most was 

Rufford, which had a very long approach road.   When we were stood-to for a shift change, the 

entire four-hundred-yard road was lined every twenty yards or so by a police officer, and a 

casual visitor could have been forgiven for thinking that we were street-lining for a royal visit.   

 

On one occasion we shared the duty with a couple of units from Sussex, whose chief inspector 

was rather more conscientious than some, perhaps, and instead of lounging for hours in the 

miners’ institute when we were on stand-by, we were instructed to patrol the local village to 

reduce the opportunity for pickets to intimidate the miners’ families.   It was during that same 

week that a Hampshire Transit drove up the approach road, and stopped alongside me, the 

inspector engaging me in friendly discussion of the finer points of street lining.   While I was 

so engaged, four of his thugs escaped from the back of the transit, and took me prisoner, 

bundling me into the back of the van, which then drove off towards the main road, accompanied 

by much cheering and laughter from all.   It remains a point of great disappointment to me to 

this day, that not a single Surrey officer lifted a finger to help me!    

 

I was conveyed to the pit that the Hampshire lads were covering, where I was given a cup of 

coffee and a sticky bun, and then returned to my own troops at Rufford.   Even when deployed 

for long periods along the long approach road at Rufford, the troops found ways to amuse 

themselves: one Hampshire officer produced a bag of oranges and taught several of his 

colleagues how to juggle! One of the foremost memories of the dispute is the interminable 

hours spent on standby at the various pits.   Many, many idle hours were spent reading, eating, 

sleeping, playing cards, eating, chatting to the (Nottinghamshire) miners, wandering around 

the pithead, eating – get the message?    

 

In many cases, the otherwise idle hours were filled with absolutely fascinating conducted tours 

down the mines to visit the coal face, an experience which most of us will remember as the 

absolute highlight of the whole campaign.   (On the subject of campaigns, the Avon and 

Somerset contingent subsequently produced a campaign tie, in the way of a major investigation 

squad tie. The tie featured a crossed pick and shovel surmounted by a miner’s helmet, 

accompanied by the initials A.S.P.O.M.   If any official enquired as to the meaning of the 

abbreviation, the reply was “Avon & Somerset Police Operation Miner”. What it actually stood 

for was “Arthur Scargill Pays Our Mortgages”!)    
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Those on duty provided a token presence at the approach roads and at the pit entrances to keep 

an eye on the pickets who remained after the miners’ shifts had changed, and who managed to 

maintain a barrage of verbal abuse to anyone who showed the faintest interest in entering the 

establishment. Perhaps one of the single biggest events during the whole dispute was the 

confrontation at the Orgreave coking workings, just over the border into South Yorkshire.   On 

the morning in question the radios were soon buzzing with messages about a major gathering 

at this important location, and units were being redirected from all over Nottinghamshire, and 

indeed, neighbouring counties.    

 

I remember the trip up there very well.   We were in our 1600cc engine Ford Transit mini buses 

(my driver at the time was, I think Mark Clark from Burpham, who’s trademark was a Japanese 

kamikaze style white headband, complete with rising sun motif), on a blue light run tearing up 

the M1, with everything going.   However, we had a full load of bodies and equipment 

(including, of course, packed meals!) and our sad little Transit only able to muster about 40 

mph up a hill when an elderly lady in a Morris Minor passed us!   When we reached the 

appointed RV on a roundabout above a motorway junction, we were placed on standby with 

many other units, and never actually got to Orgreave itself.   The motorway junction was an 

impressive sight – I counted sixty-three police mini-buses parked up around the roundabout, 

so there must have been over six hundred police officers there. I think it’s fair to say that 

although many officers found the deployments tedious and boring, most found it a very 

interesting illustration of the problems incurred with transporting, feeding, and accommodating 

large numbers of troops, often at very short notice.    

 

Some enjoyed the experience, others didn’t, but we all earned a substantial amount of overtime.   

Our colleagues from the large force on Surrey’s northern border caused a bit of a furore by 

driving through the picket lines with £10 notes stuck all over the inside of their mini-bus 

windows, and also made themselves unpopular – with other forces, as well as with the local 

residents – by sticking their “Mets are Magic” publicity stickers all over everything – road 

signs, telephone kiosks, house and shop windows, miners’ equipment, vehicle headlights. Also 

included in my PSU in the early days were PCs 45 Shepherd and 217 Tim Brake, another very 

solid citizen whom it was good to have on your side when things became sticky. I also 

mentioned big Graham Dickson, and now recall that his number was 573.   On that first night 

we did not go direct to Ollerton Colliery as I thought but went first to Force HQ at Sherwood 

Lodge for a briefing.   Only a small point, but in the interests of historical accuracy MaxPaxs 

the ubiquitous hot drink of the NUM although most were certainly pretty grim, my recollection 

is that the hot chocolate was very popular with the troops.    

 

One of the ways we used to amuse ourselves was by playing clock-face roulette as we moved 

around the county.   There were seldom more than twelve in a Transit, and before we moved 

off, we would all stake ten pence on the position on an imaginary clock-face on the front 

nearside wheel that the tyre valve would finish up in when we reached our 

destination.   Whoever had backed the winning "time" won the pot! We were also based for a 

couple of weeks at RAF Grantham.   The inspectors were accommodated in the Officers' Mess, 

which was very nice, but we had little time to enjoy the amenities with a 02.30 reveille for a 
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huge breakfast before hitting the road in the Transits.   The other troops had a less comfortable 

time in the barracks blocks.   Even less comfortable were those PSUs who were put up in the 

Drill Hall of the TA Centre in Chesterfield.   Fortunately, I was not deployed those weeks, but 

conditions were dreadful - I understand there were camp beds only, and about ten washbasins, 

four urinals and two toilets for about one hundred and twenty police officers.  You may recall 

that the conditions were so lacking in basic comforts that the Federation succeeded in getting 

twenty-four-hour payment for those involved.   The Surrey JBB Secretary at the time was John 

Ewens.   Finally, no record of these events would be complete without paying tribute to the 

very considerable increase in workload, and long hours, which necessarily were the lot of those 

left behind to look after the needs of our own county.   In particular, many of the young women 

police officers really blossomed with the additional responsibility, and most reasonable male 

officers had to concede that most of their female colleagues were just as capable as they were!  

 

John Crabb: Whilst on the miners’ strike Woking and Addlestone officers were billeted at the 

same place and were enjoying a game of football. I was with the Woking contingent, and Cliff 

Cox was with Addlestone. I seem to remember that Cliff was a fairly useful footballer in his 

day. However, I was not! I have always favoured the oval ball and as such found it very 

frustrating when I could not get near the so-called footballer 'whippets' inhabiting the field that 

day! I was, at the time 6'4" and about eighteen stone and sadly for Cliff I did manage to get to 

him on one occasion and, using the knowledge gained through years of fighting on the rugby 

field employed foul tactics to clatter him the ground in what I seem to remember was classed 

as an "off the ball incident.” The result of our encounter was 1 - 0 to large rugby player over 

small light footballer and Cliff sustained a severely damaged shoulder, which required hospital 

treatment. I believe I may have broken his collarbone and dislocated his shoulder all at once! 

Cliff was, as you would imagine a little miffed at this, but his main gripe was not that I had put 

him in hospital but that he was to miss out on a lot of overtime that we were earning as a result 

of our miners’ strike duties, which at the time was considerable!  

 

Bill Dent: Whilst at HTB I drove a minibus for the Farnham contingent and finished up at the 

very coal mine where I used to work! Quite useful really because I knew all the little country 

lanes in that area of the Kent coalfield when the miners used to go from pit to pit to build up 

their picket lines. I remember standing nose to nose with the union rep. at Tilmanstone pit 

telling him what an ugly B****D he was.... a gentleman I had received lectures on about union 

procedures.  No, he did not recognize me!  

 

Peter May: At this time, I was running Camberley sub-division as chief inspector whilst 

Superintendent Mick Wicks was away at Bramshill Police College getting a bit more of ‘the 

knowledge’.  One evening during the week following the miner’s death at Ollerton, the phone 

rang in my office just as I was leaving for the day.  I wondered, should I or shouldn’t I, and I 

did the fatal thing – I picked up the phone.  Northern Division Chief Superintendent Peter 

Stevens was on the other end - I had to raise a Police Support Unit from Camberley to leave on 

the Sunday afternoon for the coalmines of Nottingham. The Camberley sergeants did a superb 

job in raising the necessary number of troops and we all left for Nottinghamshire on Sunday 

not realising that what was thought and hoped to be a quick trip up north to sort out a few 
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dissident miners was to last three weeks at the first stint! We were billeted at a disused military 

camp and our first stretch of duty was at the modern and profitable coal mine at Thoresby, 

which was just a stone’s throw from the Robin Hood village of Edwinstowe.  The village also 

housed the headquarters of what later became the breakaway Union of Democratic 

Mineworkers.   

 

The police role at this time were principally to ensure that those mineworkers who wanted to 

get to work could do so and were able to do so and it quickly became apparent that the flying 

pickets from the NUM, mainly from Yorkshire, would do their best to prevent this.  In the case 

of Thorseby, many mineworkers lived in Edwinstowe, and they had a one-mile walk from the 

village to the mine.  That meant the police job was stretched over quite a long distance, but the 

grief always came at the mine entrance. Aside from the operational activity on the ground over 

long days, the mine managements generally, believed that with the government at their back 

and the police at the front, the strike would be over fairly quickly. So, in discussions about 

tactics and day-to day operations the mine management was extremely friendly and helpful to 

the police commanders.  They were sitting in a very successful coalmine at Thorseby with the 

latest equipment and a coal mine which paid its way in the whole scope of things.  

Consequently, there was a very open culture of helpfulness to the police.   Many gifts were 

made in the form of pit deputies’ sticks (the wooden yardstick traditionally used for measuring 

coal seams) converted into walking sticks by the addition of solid brass hammerhead tops.  At 

Thorseby I was also able to arrange for a group from Northern Division to have a below ground 

experience with a trip down one of Europe’s most up to date coal mines.  It was an unbelievable 

experience and one never to be forgotten.  Apart from the lifts, the sheer depth of the mine, the 

constant wind of anti-explosion damping dust in the face (“if you’re in an incident down here, 

just keep the wind in your face and you’ll end up at the way out!”) and the man-riding belts, 

what we saw at the coal face was amazing.   

 

The coalface stretched between the ends of two mine ‘roads.”  Forget picks and shovels – the 

coal was mined by a rotor cutter operating across about one hundred yards of coal face between 

the two mine road ends – all automatically.  The whole one-hundred-yard structure comprised 

the rotor cutter mechanism with coal belt, which operated across and back in front of dozens 

of connected hydraulic roof support cradle units.  The only way from the end of one road to 

the other, via the coal-face machinery, was to pick your way through this maze of closely 

spaced steel hydraulic struts, literally climbing through in places, until you got to the other end; 

and all this about half a mile underground!   

 

After all that, we were informed that as the whole mechanism went forward through the 

coalface the roof was allowed to fall in behind it! Fortunately, the Northern contingent came 

out the other end unscathed and we had before and after photographs (with a sample of 

Nottinghamshire coal) to prove it. Regarding names in the pictures, I regret that at this stage of 

life some twenty-five years later I can’t recall all the names, but I am third from the left in the 

front row.  Second left is PC Russ Elliott who happens to be my nephew and I guess I can see 

Dave Hannah there also, in the front row 2nd right. 
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Thoresby Mine – Camberley PSU. 

 

 

Tilverton Colliery in 1985 during the miner’s strike 

 

Richard Bond: The photograph is of the inside of the drill hall at Chesterfield, where officers 

were accommodated. I only went there for one week, but the conditions were not good. After 

the first night I slept in the Transit every night and had somebody reliable wake me up. I 

remember that we were playing football on some wasteland while waiting for deployment. PC 

'Dinger' Bell from Guildford fell over and as he had some Swan Vesta non safety matches in 

his back trouser pocket, he set himself alight, he had a quite bad burn on his buttock and an 

order came out the following week warning about carrying potentially dangerous items on the 

person. 
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Chesterfield Drill Hall 

 

 

 
Guildford in Chesterfield 

 

Mick Ryan (2014) PC Ian Southy (left the Job as a PC to become a civilian in forensics); PC 

1431 Andy 'Chatty' Chatt (hands in pockets, retired on ill health when on Traffic and now in 

financial management, son of Dave Chatt, ex Bagshot section); PC 861(?) Mark 'Dinger Bell 

(tipping his lid, later served at Burpham Traffic, transferred to Metropolitan Police  late 1980's/ 

early 1990's, married Ann, a Surrey WPC who left the job to become an air hostess with BA); 

PC 863 Keith 'Deadfoot' Deadman-Nicholls (arms folded, served at Guildford for 30 years, 

retired 2009); PC 95 Dick 'Panda Eyes' Hunt (lid off to show he once had a great head of 

hair...or is he checking to see if his overtime money is still under the inside rim! Retired from 
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the CID and still serving as a civilian investigator with Surrey. Sergeant - sorry, not recognised; 

PC 981 (?) Andy 'Hover' Boorman (transferred to Metropolitan Police  late 1980's / early 1990's 

where I once met him around 1995 when I brought a prisoner in to him at Streatham or 

somewhere similar and where he was the custody officer; PC 462 Mick 'Paddy' Ryan 

(transferred to NCS 1997 and then into SOCA. Put out to pasture in 2009); John 'JD' Davidson 

(top man from Plymouth, a young victim of cancer, RIP); last on right I believe is PC 474 

Trevor Greenwood (moved to NCS 2004, then SOCA and now NCA). Andy Chatt, Dick Hunt, 

Mark Bell, Andy Boorman and myself were all from D Rota at Guildford (as was Babs).  Ian 

Southy, Keith Deadman-Nicholls, John Davidson and Trevor Greenwood were on C Rota at 

Guildford. 

 

If this is the miners’ dispute Chesterfield 'outing' we stayed at the TA drill hall in Chesterfield 

town in pretty awful bunk bed conditions, started work about 3am and finished just in time to 

get changed before going out on the town 'clubbing' until 1am, thus getting 2 hours sleep a 

night!  After much argument by the Federation for 24 hour pay we finally got it several years 

later, much to the delight of my wife! I also distinctly remember sitting in the back of a Ford 

Transit in the early hours, probably about 3.30am after we had been out 'clubbing', as described, 

and part of a large convoy en-route to somewhere.  Trevor Greenwood was driving and 

everyone else, including me, was asleep.  I recall waking briefly and looking at Trevor whose 

face I could see in the driver’s mirror.  His eyes were open, staring blankly at the van ahead of 

him.  I looked out into the darkness and then again at Trevor in the mirror only to see he was 

now...asleep!  And he stayed asleep for another 20 seconds or so before briefly opening his 

eyes for a second before closing them again to repeat the process!  The van never veered off 

course - I think it must have been hitched to the one in front! 

Roger Deacon: I was part of the Guildford contingent in 1984 on the miner’s strike. This 

nearly killed me; literally! Following several months of going all over the country I came home 

one weekend and my left lung collapsed; I had lower lobe pneumonia and was off sick for 

seven months. They reckon it was the pneumonia that older men get and die from but only 

because I was young and fairly fit that I was OK. 

 

John Brake: The so-called Battle of Orgreave, which began Monday 28th May 1984, was 

(although we didn't realise it at the time), a turning point within the context of the strike.  

 Reading once again the newspapers (The Yorkshire Post), of the day, in which reporters talked 

of 7,000 pickets versus 1,700 police from West Yorkshire, Humberside, greater Manchester, 

Lancashire, Cheshire, Derbyshire, Dorset, Surrey, Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire, Avon & 

Somerset, Northamptonshire and West Mercia forces.  The "trouble" at Orgreave began at 

7.30am on Tuesday 29th May, when about 800 miners/pickets charged up the road towards 

Orgreave coking plant, overwhelming the thin police line on duty that morning. Police 

reinforcements (including Surrey officers) were rushed in to bolster the Police lines.  

 

 Whether by accident or design, those of us from PSU 1 at Reigate, Caterham and I am sure 

other Divisions, found ourselves, right at the forefront of all the "action". The pictures you see 

in the newspaper of lines of officers (sometimes 5 deep), parting to allow galloping horses 

through to charge the approaching pickets, and we were amongst that line. You could smell the 
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leather on the horses as they galloped by.  I can't say how many pickets were there on each of 

those days, but I do know we were heavily outnumbered for at least 3 of the 5 days of the first 

week at Orgreave and late on the afternoon of Tuesday 29th May, the Superintendent  in charge 

(whose name escapes me), spoke to the gathered "battle weary" masses of officers stood / sat 

on worn grass at the back of the canteen at Orgreave. He paid tribute to the bravery of 

those officers on horseback (without whose countless charges the day would surely have been 

lost) and of the horses, two of which were badly injured, one whose eye had been damaged, 

the other whose hindquarter had been slashed, and both with barbed wire. 

 

I can't remember the exact words he used, but he said something like "On days such as these, 

it's not right to talk about winners and losers. But when I looked around and saw how out-

numbered we were . . . .  you were today, then I can say, with my heart on hand, today we DID 

win. Applause and loud cheers met this, but nonetheless, all knew we had a long week ahead. 

By the time the "Battle of Orgreave" had been "fought" and won, many of us had been on strike 

duty for the best part of 4 months (since the first days of the strike). We thought we'd seen it 

all, but of course, much more was to come over the following months. However, the "Battle 

for Orgreave" would remain seared into the memory of those of us there, I suspect, forever. 

 

And just a word here, for those "left behind", wives, partners, girlfriend, boyfriends, 

both within and out of the job, without whose support, I don't think any of us would have been 

able to cope. Also those left holding the fort back on Division. They too worked long and 

arduous hours, often without the recognition deserved. Life was never quite the same for any 

of us, after the strike  

 

 
 

The Surrey Constabulary on tour during an earlier miner’s strike in 1926. See Part 3 
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1984 NUM dispute: Force had eight support units or one hundred and eighty-four men with a 

reserve of a further eight units. Surrey went on mutual aid to: 

• Nottingham 34 times 

• North Wales 1 

• Warwickshire 1 South Yorkshire 6 

• Kent 13 

• Derbyshire 1 

• North Yorkshire 2 

• Humberside 1 

 

On average eight support units were deployed each week but on several occasions there was a 

demand for a further four units. Therefore between 11% and 17% of the force strength was 

deployed outside the county. Surrey officers were deployed at collieries where some of the 

fiercest confrontations took place and a total of eighty officers were injured. During December 

Surrey dogs and handlers were deployed to South Yorkshire to patrol collieries.261 The strike 

led to a loss of 40,000 man-days to the force.262 

 
 

Woking Mail from John Walters 2010: Woking News: Pit-head picket police punched and 

pelted with stones: A contingent of 23 Woking policemen who went to keep the peace at the 

miner’s strike limped home on Friday. More than half of them sustained serious injuries at 

Gascoigne Woods Colliery, Selby. Insp. John Walters collected a broken nose and a punch in 

the mouth. He is spending a fortnight at home to recover. “It was like Roundheads and 

Cavaliers all over again” he said on Monday. “There were about 3,000 miners pelting us with 

 
261 Annual Report 1984 
262 Annual Report 1989 
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stones and hard-baked earth.” But for Insp. Walters that was not the most frightening aspect of 

the pithead troubles. “The worst thing is being in a crush 60 or 70 people deep” he said “It is 

totally out of control and you have to concentrate on staying on your feet.” 

 

Woking’s casualty list makes disturbing reading. Ripley man Paul Jackson has been detained 

in the Royal Surrey Hospital with concussion after being kicked four times in the head. PC 

Graham Young was hit in the stomach, PC Steve Francis has an injured shoulder, Trevor Bell 

was hit in the face and PC Boys has a dislocated jaw. Other have bruising after a showering 

with rocks. Superintendent Brian Cane said, “Ever since the miner’s dispute started Woking, 

like other Forces throughout the country has been sending men.” 

 

This week another 23 officers left to join policemen already on the picket lines 

 
 

Paul Yearwood: I spent more than 40 weeks policing the strike in Yorkshire, Nottinghamshire 

and Kent. Most weeks were very dull, and our main concerns were the standard of 

accommodation and food. The former was quite appalling sometimes. I remember one week 

sleeping on makeshift camp beds in an aircraft hangar. Sometimes the food was awful. People 

with no apparent cooking skills were setting up in the catering business to provide food to the 

police. I wish I had taken a lot more pictures. 

  

Most pits had a hand full of striking miners attached to them and we would just keep an eye on 

them. There was a bit of shouting as working miners came and went but that was it. The 

problems came when the flying pickets targeted your pit. Hundreds would turn up and police 

resources were boosted to deal with them. I remember being at a couple of pits in Yorkshire 

where hundreds of pickets had turned up. Superintendent Nesbitt would arrive and take charge. 

He was renowned and hated by the miners. He would get on his megaphone and tell them to 
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disperse. They got three warnings and then we were ordered to baton charge and disperse them. 

Later, flying pickets became less of a problem as road checks were being put in place and 

pickets were prevented from moving around. 

  

I was at Gascoigne Woods pit at Selby Yorkshire when a number of Surrey officers were 

injured. There were hundreds, if not a couple of thousand, pickets on the road to the pit. There 

were probably more than one thousand police officers there too. We were deployed along the 

road and tried to push the miners back. We were all in ordinary uniform with no protection 

other than helmets. The miners ended up in a field next to the road as we tried to hold the road. 

The pushing and shoving was tremendous, and I can recall being stuck in the crowd at one 

point with my feet a foot off the ground. It would have been very easy for a police officer to 

have been dragged into the crowd of miners. 

  

I was in the Guildford PSU serial. To our left we had the Metropolitan Police and to my right 

was the Woking serial. Suddenly from the rear of the crowd of miners came a hail of stones 

and clods of hard clay, from the field. The miners at the front pulled back creating a gap 

between us. The stones and clay came raining down on us. All we could do was crouch down 

and put our torsos at 45 degrees forwards so that the stones and clay hit our helmets or 

shoulders. This went on for some time and I took at least half a dozen hits. A Metropolitan PC 

just in front of me and to my left got his truncheon out and shouted " Come on, we can't just 

stand here. Let's charge." He shouted charge and those around him did the same. About 30 Met, 

Guildford and Woking officers ran forward with truncheons drawn. I ran forward and looked 

back to my right. Inspector John Walters was in charge of the Woking PSU. He saw the charge 

and stood up and shouted. "Come back!" Unfortunately, as he did this, he caught a clod of clay 

straight in the face. His nose was broken. 

  

I continued forward with the 30 other officers, and, to our surprise, hundreds of miners ran 

away. Some got caught and wacked with a baton. We then went back to our line and got a 

bollocking, although it had solved the problem. The pickets left and a Met PC brought all that 

about.  

 

Gary Fisher: I was with a line of officers standing on the road into the plant, as I remember 

we were not allowed to be in riot gear, I stood talking to some pickets who said where are you 

from? When I told them Surrey, they had less idea about where I came from then I them at least 

I realised that a lot of the communities relied on the pits. All they could say was Surrey with a 

fringe on top. The next thing a whistle sounded to warn of the approach of the lorries, and they 

all stood back about 20 yards then they hurled anything and everything and battle commenced. 

The strange thing was when the lorries got through, they came back closer and we all as I recall 

started to eat from our doggy bags and even compared ours to theirs. It was surreal I thought it 

was like some medieval battle where the sides had worn each other out and they all sat down 

to have tea. Only in England! 

 

John Brake I remember sharing our doggie bags with pickets at Bevercotes (Nottinghamshire) 

in particular. Eventually we were told not to do so as by sharing / giving food may prolong the 

https://www.facebook.com/gary.fisher.980
https://www.facebook.com/thebrakester
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strike. Initially the relationship between strikers and us was good, but it later soured for 

numerous reasons. Fond memories nonetheless 

 

1985 January: During March and April 1984 a series of burglaries at dwelling houses occurred 

in the Western Division, which were linked. In January 1985 a further similar series of offences 

occurred, and a known offender identified by the criminal intelligence unit. Two men were 

arrested, and they admitted many burglaries in Surrey involving property to the value of 

£65,000. Two receivers were also arrested and property to the value of £25,000 was 

recovered.263 

 

1985 about: Mick Wayland: The Firearms Support Team were deployed to provide 

protection to the President of The Sudan who had foolishly come on a visit to Britain at 

the same time the folks back home had decided that he should retire. Information from the 

Metropolitan Police liaison officer was an armed group that had entered the country were to 

attack the large house where he and his entourage were staying in Sunningdale. This would be 

with automatic weapons or driving a booby-trapped vehicle up to the house and detonating it. 

Peter Moore contacted his friends in the military and obtained enough sandbags to build a 

protective bunker on all four corners of the house. Firearms Support Team officers provided 

twenty-four-hour protection from the bunkers and the Metropolitan Police were amazed at this 

deployment.  

 

A stinger was set across the drive to the house. As I recall, spotter Firearms Support Team 

officers were deployed in the ditches either side of the road leading to the driveway as advanced 

warning. In the early hours of the morning soft footsteps were heard approaching the house up 

the road. The people and I can’t recall who when challenged - probably had a minor heart attack 

and were taken into custody. They may have been potential burglars caught up in the operation 

by mistake. As a gesture of his thanks His Excellency tried to reward the whole team with a 

box of money. Extended our thanks, declined, and settled for an African wooden carved death 

head, which as far as I know is still on the wall at the firearms team office? 

 

1985 February: The Firearms Support Team undertook observation in the Lingfield area 

following information that a person responsible for armed robbery was going to collect money 

he had hidden in a field. The operation covered three weekends.264 

 

1985 March: The Firearms Support Team searched a house at Egham for a suspect who was 

armed with a firearm. He was not there.265 

 

1985 March: The Firearms Support Team and Regional Crime Squad were deployed to the 

A31 where information had been received that a high value load was to be hijacked. The one-

day operation was undertaken for two consecutive weeks.266 

 
263 HM Inspector of Constabulary notes from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 1985 page 28 
264 HM Inspector of Constabulary notes from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 1985 page 52 
265 HM Inspector of Constabulary notes from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 1985 page 53 
266 HM Inspector of Constabulary notes from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 1985 page 53 
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1985 March: The Firearms Support Team was deployed to a house in Reigate following a 

domestic dispute where a firearm was involved. 267 

 

1985 April 3: Hostage case remand: A man aged 24 a telephone operator appeared before 

Guildford Magistrates accused of unlawfully and injuriously imprisoning three telephone 

operators during an incident in the towns BT exchange on Monday. He was remanded in 

custody for a week.268 

 

1985 April 6: Police Support Units deployed to RAF Molesworth in Cambridgeshire 

 

1985 April: The Firearms Support Team contained and arrested a man armed with knives 

in premises in Guildford. The man had barricaded himself in the premises with three 

hostages.269 

 

1985 April: In a joint operation with HM Customs and Excise the Firearms Support Team 

intercepted a handgun being illegally imported. A house in Cranleigh was entered, searched 

and a man arrested.270 

 

1985: The Branch Board was concerned that some officers having spent long periods of time 

away from home due to the recent mining industry dispute may be suffering from stress 

related problems.271 

 

1985: Chief Constable: Organisational structure was fully reviewed in 1983/1984 and a 

consequent major reorganisation took effect on 1 January 1985. The three by three 

Divisional/Sub-divisional structure with full superintendent and inspector cover has proved its 

worth, especially as we approach the introduction of PACE.272 Management strategy is based 

firmly on a participative management/objective-setting strategy (loosely referred to as 

management by objectives (MBO), which employs the various levels of interlinking meetings 

described in previous reports. --- In addition to providing a mechanism for setting objectives, 

the system is a vehicle for information to flow in all directions within the Surrey 

Constabulary.273 

 

1985 Chief Constable: --- all categories of crime, except thefts of and from motor vehicles 

showed reductions for the first six months of the year, as did all categories of accidents.274 

 

 
267 HM Inspector of Constabulary notes from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 1985 page 53 
268 The Times 3 April 1985 
269 HM Inspector of Constabulary notes from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 1985 page 53 
270 HM Inspector of Constabulary notes from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 1985 page 53 
271 Letter Robert Knowles Deputy Secretary Surrey Joint Branch Board to the HMI 7 June 1985 
272 HM Inspector of Constabulary notes from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 1985 page 2 
273 HM Inspector of Constabulary notes from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 1985 page 3 
274 HM Inspector of Constabulary notes from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 1985 page 3 
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1985 Chief Constable: This Force is still badly off for civilian support with a ratio of 25:100 

as against the national average of 32:100. Similarly, I have strength of only 45 traffic wardens 

against an establishment of 78 (and an identified need of 99) 275 

 

1985 Chief Constable: The increase of 14 officers for the Godstone control room and ten 

officers for motorway duty was helpful but disappointing. I have had to move officers from 

other duties to provide what I still consider to be the minimum police presence on the Surrey 

motorways and I shall continue to press for consideration of more personnel for this function.276 

 

1985 Chief Constable: The cost of the miners’ dispute ran into £3,975,822, £1,006.320 of 

which was consequential costs. None of my charges to other forces have been challenged and 

my Police Authority can anticipate full reimbursement. The life expectancy of nine years for a 

personnel carrier has been reduced to six because of the dispute. In response to demands 

identified during the dispute my uniform committee designed a three-piece waterproof suit 

which has proved very successful and has been the envy of other forces. Cost £54,000277 

 

1985 Chief Constable: Reorganisation of the Force enabled me to re-deploy 18 constables as 

community liaison officers, two on each sub-division.278 

 

 

A Life on the Dog Section 

 

Denis Turner: My interest in police dogs started in my youth, well before joining the job. 

Having served my apprenticeship at Addlestone, eventually getting to work on the crime car 

there, I realised that I enjoyed the ‘sharp end’ and being involved with what that entailed.  This 

heightened my interest in the dog section, as they always seemed to be involved with the ‘juicy’ 

jobs.  The handlers at Addlestone at the time were Mick Juniper, Neville Cast and John Davey 

with Rod Hill having recently taken on the dog sergeant’ role on Northern.  All were very 

amenable to my poking my nose in, (Rod Hill was my section sergeant for a time so we knew 

each other well) and became good friends.  I knew that the section was small as was the 

turnover, but I offered to ‘puppy walk’ a dog to flag up my interest and also to learn more about 

the job as I knew that the section had recently restarted a breeding programme.  ‘Timber’ Wood 

eventually came and checked out our police house at Chertsey and, all being well, I was 

allocated a bitch puppy, Mountbrowne Lucy.   

 

Strict instructions were given, and I was left in no doubt that she would be only with us for a 

short period of time, up to twelve months, before being taken back to HQ for work.  Lucy soon 

became one of the family and our four sons soon became attached.  I was aware that the dog 

may not be with us for too long and that she was destined to become a working dog so tried to 

keep some distance to avoid any too much heartbreak. All went well and I continued my spell 

 
275 HM Inspector of Constabulary notes from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 1985 page 4 
276 HM Inspector of Constabulary notes from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 1985 page 4 
277 HM Inspector of Constabulary notes from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 1985 page 5 
278 HM Inspector of Constabulary notes from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 1985 page 8 



Robert Bartlett 16 October 2021 Copyright expressed 938at938@gmail.com 

 

153 

 

on the crime car at Addlestone working with two excellent WPC’s, Anita Steer until she left to 

have her daughter and then Di Frost later Davey.  However, a surprise vacancy occurred about 

a year later and I suddenly found myself not only on an initial dog course but with Lucy and 

so it was she became my first working police dog in 1978. Reading Timber Wood’s memories 

of the dog section I realise that much of what he describes as the norm continued during his 

reign and during my first initial course, we were expected not only to ensure the dog and the 

kennel block were kept spotless but also the surrounding kennel areas also.   

 

Our course, under Sergeant Stan Ford who had transferred to Surrey from Sir Peter’s old force, 

Suffolk a couple of years previously, undertook what was probably the last major, (handler 

built), project at the kennels.  This was the construction of the wooden steps that led from the 

kennel block down to the sports field.  These were constructed from old railway sleepers that 

we had to go to Guildford Railway Station to collect and get back to HQ in the old stores van.  

There were a hundred or more heavy sleepers and over the thirteen weeks of the course we dug 

out the bank and built in the sleeper steps.  This was in between and in addition to our busy 

dog-training schedule.  We must have made a good job of them as they lasted about twenty-

five years before they were condemned by the new Health & Safety regime in the twenty first 

century.  I believe the sleepers are still in place although the gates are locked and secured to 

prevent access.   

 

The job was done at a great saving to the dog school and force budget. As a result of another 

unexpected vacancy, I went back to Addlestone at the end of my initial course and had several 

happy years working there with Neville Cast and Mick Juniper.  Lucy turned out to be a great 

working dog and she also did well in the force trials.  She was also used in the reintroduced 

breeding programme and produced many fine pups for the force some of which were sold 

abroad.  One pup she produced was Mountbrowne Maggie and I puppy walked her for a time 

until Neville Cast took her on for work.  So it was that for a time that Neville and I worked 

mother and daughter at Addlestone with both turning out to be fine dogs.  It transpired that we 

both did very well in the force dog trials in the early eighties and, together with Chris Procter, 

represented the Force in the regional dog trials in Hertfordshire I think, not only a first but also 

probably, a unique event.  Bizarrely, we competed at various events throughout the week and 

at the end of it we found that mother and daughter ended the event with identical marks, so it 

was ‘honours even’ at the end of the trial.  

 

Another incident that springs to mind involving these two dogs was when Neville and I were 

among many tasked to secure the Duke of Edinburgh at a World Wildlife function being held 

at Sutton Place, Send.  It was at the time when many dog handlers were authorised firearms 

users and we were used as a dual purpose, dogs and firearms.  Neville and I were patrolling at 

the rear of Sutton Place where we could see across the vast lawn and into the huge dining hall.  

The lights from the hall were flooding out onto the lawn and we had let both dogs off the lead 

to relax and play as we patrolled.  Suddenly, one dog put up a young deer, which bolted, closely 

followed by mother and daughter either side of it trying to bring it down.  Neville and I went 

into panic mode desperately trying to recall our two dogs that by now were having a great time.  

Horror of horrors, we saw the deer start to make across the lawn towards the lighted hall with 
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the dogs close on its heels.  We had visions of the Duke looking out of the window just in time 

to see two police dogs bring down a young deer right outside the window of the World Wildlife 

Fund Dinner!  Fortunately, just in time both dogs remembered their training and called off the 

hunt and returned to our, very grateful, sides.  The deer ran off unharmed and we disappeared 

into the woods before anything further happened.  We all know how understanding the Duke 

is with the local constabulary -- 

 

When I first went on to the dog section it was clear that you were expected to become an 

authorised shot, (but not all handlers were).  Eric Adams was my first Instructor followed by 

all the others, Mick Wayland, Dick Chase, Alan McArthur, Pete Moore, and I was authorised 

annually and carried for nine years.  A few years later the shooting of Stephen Waldorf took 

place in his mini by the Metropolitan Police using double taps.  It caused an outrage, and all 

training was changed as a result.  The dog section handlers were the ones who were tasked, 

with Special Branch for VIP protection.  They carried out this role for many years with the 

armed handler patrolling the grounds with his dog and the Special Branch officer in the house 

on close protection.  I can recall many long boring hours particularly at night, working usually 

twelve hour shifts, looking after the likes of Maggie Thatcher, who had friends in the Bramley 

area, Sheik Yamani279, King Hussein of Jordan and his son Prince Abdullah who is now King, 

at Egham, a VIP at Farnham I cannot now recall; the officer in charge during Bloody Sunday 

at Chertsey where you were more in fear of being shot by his batman; Operation Mimic at 

Ripley where Michael Havers, (Attorney General then), and his wife used to visit a well-known 

actress and husband who were friends, plus the royals and many, many more.  

We used to book on at our local nick and draw a revolver plus twelve rounds, booked out by 

the station sergeant and booked back on completion of duty; six in the chamber and a reload in 

a pouch.  This was all before the FST and was a regular duty for an armed dog-handler usually 

working with a Special Branch officer.  

One other incident I attended with Lucy was at 

Ottershaw about 0230hrs one morning in the late 

1970’s or early 1980s.  There had been a spate of 

thefts at the local garage on the A320 near The Otter 

pub.  This night somebody had been disturbed trying 

to break into a car on the forecourt and I was called 

to it.  It was a quiet still night and I put Lucy to work, 

and she took off immediately from the garage, across 

the road and started tracking down the Cobham Road 

opposite.  She was working on a free track as I had 

not put the harness on her, and I was struggling to keep up with the speed she was tracking at.  

She went for some distance until she turned into the boy’s school along the Chobham Road 

and stopped at the front door of the school.  It was a boarding school, and it was all in darkness.  

I did no more than bang on the door and a master eventually answered.  I explained what had 

 
279 Sheikh Yamani was Saudi Arabia's minister for oil between 1962 and 1986 and is the former leader of the 

world's collective of oil-producing countries, OPEC.  In 1975 he survived being taken hostage by the notorious 

criminal Carlos the Jackal 
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happened and he told me that he had had suspicions about one dormitory.  We went to the 

dormitory and switched on the light and saw several angelic boys apparently asleep in bed.  

However, when the master investigated further, we found the boys in bed fully clothed!  A car 

radio was recovered and that was that. 

 

Working a police dog is a unique experience and, unlike any other piece of official equipment, 

it is with you and your family twenty-four/seven.  At that time there were only about twelve or 

fifteen handlers in the County.  Call outs at all hours were frequent and often after you had 

finished work at 0100hrs as you were then one then on call.  I remember getting called out at 

3am at Chertsey and as I was getting to the van my wife came to the door and called me back 

in as they had nicked the offender.  The whole family was disturbed. They liked to get value 

for money out of a handler.  On top of this role many of the dogs were also trained for drug 

work, (Lucy was one), and much later for explosives.  I continued working Lucy until 1982 

when I was promoted off the section.  She stayed in work and was re-handled by Melvin Mann 

who continued to put her to good use.  To this day we still call her ‘our dog’. I returned to work 

at Addlestone mainly on court prosecutions and other administrative work as I had suffered a 

personal tragedy and during this difficult time, I am eternally grateful for the support given to 

me by everyone from the chief constable down.  I particularly remember the support given to 

me at Addlestone by Chief Superintendent David Harding, Superintendent Tony Forward, and 

Ted Sellars who had just been promoted Superintendent to Addlestone from CID.  He was my 

direct boss and had Chief Inspector ‘Paddy’ Swain working with him, (on his retirement 

‘Gentleman’ George Hedges took over).  Nicer people you could not wish to work for. 

 

In 1985, after about three years at Addlestone, a vacancy for Sergeant occurred back on the 

dog section.  At the time I was a temporary inspector at Addlestone and probably the approach 

for me to move back on to the dog section was not a good one career wise.  However, I was 

keen to continue where I left off on the section and I also thought it was a fresh start for my 

family and so it was, after about eleven years of working at Addlestone, we moved to Dorking. 

We moved into the old chief superintendent’s house at 36 Deepdene Avenue, Dorking280 where 

we lived happily for another thirteen years. For a few years I was the operational dog sergeant 

on Eastern.  At the time Glenn Winstone, Dick Smith, Len West, John Humphries, Les Jales, 

Mel Mann and the inimitable John Worgan were handlers there.  Colin Edwards had recently 

moved from dogs to CID and for a period I re-handled his old dog Magnum.  This was bizarre 

as Magnum was one of Lucy’s pups so having lost Lucy, I came back to one of her pups.  Colin 

had done a good job on Magnum, and he was an easy dog to get the best out of as a result of 

Colin’s efforts.  Eventually Magnum was retired and went back to Colin for his dotage, 

(Magnum not Colin), and I went on an initial course with a gift dog called ‘Ross’.  He was a 

live wire but a good working police dog. 

 

On the 12th October 1984 the Brighton bombings occurred when the IRA attempted to destroy 

the British Government.  The aftermath of this reverberated around the police service and dog 

sections.  Although explosive search dogs did exist, (I had trained Magnum as a dual-purpose 

 
280  Now demolished to make way for some awful flats 
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explosive/general purpose dog) this was an ad-hoc arrangement and no proper operating 

procedures existed.  Amongst the other many initiatives that came out of this incident was a 

national system of training and licensing explosive search dogs.  The police dog training sub-

committee of HOSAC decided that Chief Inspector Brian Eland, West Mercia and 

Superintendent Harry Edwards, RUC should look at tightening up the training of explosive 

dogs.  It was their ideas that formed the licensing and future training of the dogs and the training 

of the explosive search dog instructors and assessors.  The RUC with its wealth of experience 

was the obvious place to hold training courses for instructors/assessors and the first one was 

held within a couple of years of the Brighton bombings. 

 

In 1987 I successfully completed a ten-week Home Office Instructors course in the 

Metropolitan Police for general-purpose dog work and was being called into the Regional 

Training School at HQ as an instructor more and more often.  About 1988 I was transferred 

into the school as a full time Instructor and in 1989 I went to Northern Ireland for an Explosive 

Search Dog Instructor/Assessors course.   

This transpired to be an experience that I will never forget as you quickly realised the 

difficulties the RUC men and women were operating under at the time.  The first night we 

arrived at Strand Road Police Station we were told that we had to approach it from the right.  

When the question ‘why’ was asked we were told in a broad Northern Irish accent, ‘because a 

police car was attacked last week as it turned left into the nick!’  Whilst still puzzling that one 

out we booked in and made our way up in the lift to our accommodation quite high up this tall 

police station.  As I opened the bedroom door I could see out of the window and over the streets 

of Belfast.  I went to switch on the light and was stopped by the RUC officer I was with who 

said, “pull the curtains first; they have been known to take pot shots at us.”  When I did switch 

on the light, I saw the notices advising you what to do in the event of a rocket attack, welcome 

to Belfast.  What amazed me was the number of incidents reported on local radio that were 

never reported on the mainland. One night the course was working on a project for the 

following day when we heard the rattle of gunfire.  Apart from us ‘boyos’ from the mainland 

no one blinked an eyelid.  So many memories of that course but I would not have missed it for 

anything.  The sad thing was that, due to the problems of getting people to attend the course, it 

was eventually moved to the Metropolitan Police which in my view was a retrograde step. 

By this time Timber Wood had retired from Surrey and moved to Dorset where he became the 

officer in charge of dogs for the Atomic Energy Police.  The school and section went through 

another big change the main one being a move away from inspectors having dog experience, 

which was left to the sergeants.  The emphasis was for managers who came in and made their 

mark in various ways before moving on up the ladder of promotion.  This is not to say it we 

did not have some good inspectors as we did but suddenly the section had a huge turnover of 

managers and faced constant change as a result. This was partly due to a huge and embarrassing 

error made by a visiting instructor to the school.  He had been seconded to the school for a 

short period of time due to pressure of work and, it transpires, had brought some of his own 

training explosives.  After a training exercise had taken place in a Jumbo jet one night at 

Heathrow not all the explosives used were picked up and the plane flew for several days with 

it on board until a cleaner discovered it.  To say all hell broke loose is an understatement.  No 
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excuse but the problem was that the kit was not missing from the store at HQ, which had its 

full complement when checked. As part of the overhaul of the department it was decided to 

move the section from divisional control to Operations Department.   

 

There are so many memories of working on this section that, like many others who have worked 

in the job, you could write a book.  However, my abiding memories are working with many 

good and committed people and I particularly recall how hard Timber Wood worked during 

his tenure.  I am sure he would be the first to admit that he could be short at times but his 

workload was not light.  At one time he was not only running the operational dog section, 

(duties, manning, equipment, budgets etc.), and the regional dog school, (course bookings, 

administration, accommodation etc.), he was also the secretary of the HOSAC dog training 

sub-committee at a time when Sir Peter was head of that committee, running a breeding 

programme, managing the kennel staff and much more.  His was more than a job but a 

dedication to it.  One example I recall was at a time I was at HQ whilst Lucy, my working bitch 

was in whelp as part of the breeding programme.  Lucy had started to have the puppies late one 

night and Timber and I were in the whelping block, assisting her as best we could.  After about 

half a dozen pups were born there was a lull in the proceedings.  By now it was about 0200 

hours and Timber was whacked after being at work all day and now late into the night.  He 

instructed me to keep an eye on things and to call him if there were any problems whilst he 

went off to his office to try and get forty winks.  I do not think he had been gone an hour when 

he came back in a rage.  It transpired that he had dozed off in the dark in his office when he 

suddenly became aware that someone had entered his office.  As he came to this person, in 

police parlance – ‘now known to be a northern dog handler’, was rifling through Timber’s 

correspondence in a Watergate attempt!  I would have liked to have been a fly on the wall, as 

I do not know who was more shocked when Timber leapt to his feet and put the light on.  

Needless to say a lock was put on the office door the following morning and the flow of 

information to the troop diminished considerably. I do not think the dog section ever publicised 

enough its important role and in many ways that was it's problem as most handlers just thought 

they were doing their job, most of it hard and dirty.  I would be the first to admit that, at times, 

we could be our own worst enemies as others did not get the humour, but a better bunch of 

coppers you would not find to work with when the chips were down.  

Robert Bartlett: I think it would have to have been 1989 that a dog section truly independent 

of Division was formed. It was not easy to achieve as there was opposition from the divisional 

chief superintendents, but it all made sense and they could not find too many strong arguments. 

Part of it was to ensure cover across the county – drug search, bomb search, training 

abstractions. The job had changed and the demands rocketing. The next big argument was to 

get a siren fitted to the dog vehicles.  A senior officer on Eastern was very against it and my 

argument was they would respond as emergency vehicles, (he argued they were not), so we 

need to make them safe. One management for a specialist team was an argument I stuck with 

and won – eventually. I believe this was the formation of the true Dog Section – we had the 

name put on the vans to reinforce the message internally as much as externally- before they 

were dog handlers on division administered by the dog inspector similar to the CID structure 

two managements HQ and division.   
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The problem of the explosives left on the aircraft due to the borrowed instructor from 

Hampshire, led to John Beavis coming to the School/Section from Operations.  Later I put 

Dave Cording in charge, and for a time the search dogs were attached to Clive Barham and the 

Search Team. As Denis sets out above, dog handlers are a breed of their own although often 

difficult, stroppy, bloody minded, independent, reliable, capable, and scruffy but if only their 

levels of commitment, courage and professionalism could be inculcated in all police officers 

so much would be achieved.   

 

1985 spring:  Animal Rights protest, demonstration, and march to Brockham Park, Brockham 

the home of Beechams’ Research Laboratory. On the Dorking Division, which was one of the 

three sub-divisions of Eastern Division, based at Reigate. The divisional commander was the 

late Chief Superintendent Eric Hughes MBE, with Dorking subdivision superintendent 

Michael O’Byrne and the late Chief Inspector Arthur Crawford. All three appear in the 

photographs. Local resident Tony Hines who kindly provided them in April 2019 to Surrey 

Constabulary History took the photographs. 

 

 
Front right is the late Keith Evans on Brockham Green 
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Some of the old carriers on Brockham Green with battle scars from the NUM 

 

 
4. 

 
5. 
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8. Bill boards show Ethiopian famine and Cow Pie Rally, which takes place in May 
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The entrance to Beecham’s south of Brockham off Coles Hill 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Entrance to Brockham Park 
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Inspector Ray Lee rear right on pavement 
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Inspector Ray Lee, PC Heap on right? 
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Supt Mick O’Byrne later Chief Constable Bedfordshire Police 
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 Hillman Imp driver/passengers thought to have offered a deal of abuse and were dealt 

with! 

 
Police Sergeant John Tyreman 

 

1984/1985 offences of burglary were committed at clothing shops throughout Surrey, the 

southern area of the Metropolitan Police and the City of London that resulted in property valued 

at many thousands of pounds being stolen. The offences appeared to be linked but were not at 

this time detected.281 

 

1985 April 18: Pensioner fined: Tommy Bellfield aged 70 smashed a glass door with a 

shillelagh at a wedding reception while trying to stop a fight, magistrates at Reigate were told 

yesterday. He was fined £100 and ordered to pay compensation of £56 after admitting 

possessing an offensive weapon and damaging the door.282 

 

1985 New Motorway Control Room opened 

 

 
281 HM Inspector of Constabulary notes from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 1985 page 29 
282 1985 April 18 The Times 
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Linda Chalker Minister of Transport Brian Hayes, Ray Elliott 

 

 

1984/1985283 

 Crimes Divisional CID 

Strength 

HQ CID as a 

% of strength 

Case load 

Eastern 7281 37 6.1% 194 

Northern 9942 52 6.1%  191 

Western 7438 35 6.1%  213 

 Total crimes Total CID 

strength 

 Case Load 

 24,661 152  162 

 

1985 May 8: Comedian banned: A famous comedian was fined £700 by Chertsey magistrates 

on six charges including resisting arrest after refusing to take a breath test and for unlawfully 

having in his car a pistol given to him by soldiers overseas. He admitted all charged and was 

also disqualified for 15 months.284 

 

1985 May 15: Woman 79 drove on three wheels: A woman aged 79 who turned on her car 

radio to drown the noise as she drove on three wheels was yesterday banned from driving for 

two years and fined £325. Magistrates at Chertsey were told how twice in 12 days she caused 

havoc on the roads. She drove in the wrong direction down a dual carriageway on the A3. Less 

than two weeks later she drove on three tyres through Chobham and Addlestone after a front 

tyre burst. Pleaded guilty to driving without due care and attention, using a motorcar in a 

 
283 HM Inspector of Constabulary notes from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 1985 page 33 
284 The Times May 8, 1985 
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dangerous condition, and driving with defective eyesight. Police Sergeant Stephen Buckle 

stopped he after having also to drive in the wrong carriageway on the A3.285 

 

1985 June: Battle of the Bean Field close to Stonehenge in Wiltshire when the police finally 

came to grips with the Peace Convoy that was anything but peaceful. Fifteen forces were 

deployed but it is not thought this included Surrey as post even the investigation was 

undertaken by Chief Superintendent Peter Stevens. Detective Inspector John Stewardson and 

DC Duncan Ellis. 

 

Duncan Ellis: I was involved in the investigation of the 'Battle of the Beanfield' under Peter 

Stevens. I was a DC at Walton on Thames CID, when asked to work alongside DI John 

Stewardson and Peter Stevens. I recall travelling across the south of England seeking evidence 

to support, or otherwise, allegations made against officers and 'policy decisions' made by the 

officer in command of the operation, now known as The Battle of the Beanfield. 

 

During these investigations, we liaised with an officer from the Incident Room at 

Salisbury Police Station. (DS Chris White, I believe). As part of our investigation, we viewed 

television and video evidence taken on the day of the operation and collated the audio and the 

video evidence in an attempt link these to identify the subject of some of the complaints. I have 

vivid recollections of some aspects of the video recordings 

 

1985 October 19: A young woman was raped in Ashtead which police linked to similar crimes 

in Wiltshire, Banstead and in Hyde Park. A man was arrested and sentenced to life 

imprisonment. The enquiry was linked using the Police National Computer.286 

 

Mid 1980s: Steve Baker Surrey Special Constabulary: Red One: During my early years 

with the Special Constabulary, I worked regularly with B rota in Guildford. As I worked every 

weekend, early, late and nights I soon became accepted as part of the rota working alongside 

the likes of Craggs, Kirkby and Pemberton. On one set of nights, I was paired with a new 

regular for foot patrol around Guildford town centre. Just after 11.00pm we were approached 

by the landlord of the Friary pub at the bottom of North Street. He told us there was a group 

who would not drink up and leave so could we sort it out. The group were sitting outside the 

pub with pints in hand and I recognised a certain individual who was well known to us for 

violence against police. I told my partner that we should call for assistance but fresh out of 

training he stormed in and told them to drink up and leave. Not a good move, as they set about 

him. I called a Red One and went to his assistance. In no time a crowd of 80 yobs had appeared 

from nowhere and we were in desperate need of back up. In those days, the late eighties, back 

up was always minutes if not seconds away and soon officers were converging on what was 

now a major fight. I remember Inspector Terry Bawden arriving and getting stuck in. I was 

holding one prisoner against a police car when someone jumped on my back and starting 

gouging at my eyes. The three of us went to the ground when another yob kicked me in the 

 
285 The Times 15 May 1985 
286 Annual Report 1986 
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head. With motorway traffic backing us up we got control of the situation and I was taken off 

to the Royal Surrey. Back home the following morning my wife was somewhat surprised to 

see a perfect imprint of a boot sole across my forehead, which lasted for nearly a week much 

to the amusement of my colleagues at work. 

 

A couple of months later I was on patrol with a female regular officer when we spotted a wanted 

man. He resisted arrest and we were soon struggling with him on the ground. His girlfriend 

was pulling at my hair and kicking when one of her kicks made contact with my head and I 

was out again and another trip to the Royal Surrey. 

 

1985: During 1985 there were 77 disturbances at Busby’s discotheque in Redhill resulting in 

66 arrests after 36 members of the public and police required hospital treatment.287 

 

1985: The final section of the M25 was opened.288 

1985 The CPS is established: The Prosecution of Offences Act led to the establishment of the 

Crown Prosecution Service. 289   

1985 about: Murder in Reigate (Detective Supt. Keith Portlock) Allan Hurlow: Around 1985 

I and DC Sarah Endacott were an action team involved with the suspicious deaths of a South 

American nurse and her two children in Reigate. The husband had apparently left home, and 

it transpired that the mother had injected something into the children and then set fire to the 

house, which killed her. 

 

1985 August 8: Murder of Ellen Carol Kemp:  Suspect found not guilty of murder and 

manslaughter - Non-insane automatism.  

 

1985 Murder of Victoria Jenkins   

 

1985 about: Prison van attacked at the top of Reigate Hill prisoner from the “Hole in the 

Wall” gang released. (Detective Superintendent Keith Portlock) Tony Forward: Keith 

Portlock was giving a press conference in a garage with a number of vehicles in the 

background.  The TV cameras were running.  Keith said that he was appealing for information 

about the whereabouts a particular car that had featured in the enquiry.  “Do you mean that 

one?” said the news reporter as the camera swung onto the vehicle in the garage.  Someone had 

omitted to tell Keith that the vehicle had been found and recovered!  That was shown on ‘It 

will be alright on the night’ and other outtake TV programmes. 

 

 
287 Annual Report 1986 
288 Annual Report 1989 
289 http://www.polfed.org/aboutus/69DD9AB47F534348AD5D1415843163AA.asp Internet 19 Jan 2010 
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1985/1986: Many burglaries occurred on building sites in and around Ashtead. Local 

enquiries resulted in the arrest of three people and the recovery of stolen property in excess of 

£200,000. A total of 127 offences were detected. Three men were convicted.290 

 

1985 December 6: An actor aged 50 from east Surrey was fined £200 and banned for driving 

for a year by Oxted magistrates yesterday after pleading guilty to a drink driving offence.  He 

was 5mg over the limit when stopped.291 

 

1985 December 31: River rescue children praised: Five children who dragged a 74-year-old 

woman out of a flooded river and walked three quarters of a mile to get help were praised last 

night for their bravery. The three girls and two boys aged between 14-16 saw the woman 

struggling in the Mole at West Humble. Two of the boys plunged into the river and dragged 

the woman to the riverbank.292 

 

1985 December 31: Body of a woman aged 75 was discovered in the Mole at Hookwood and 

was believed to be Mrs Olive Hollingsbee who vanished from her home in Horley, three days 

ago.293 

 

1986 January 10: Queen’s Commendation for Brave Conduct: Constable Simon Lane, 

Surrey Constabulary 294 

 

1986 12 January: A serious disturbance at Worplesdon involving youths who had left a 

party. Police were attacked and a sergeant hit with a dog chain and a constable knocked 

unconscious. Six people were arrested and dealt with at court.295 

 

1986 January 21:  0920: An armed robbery occurred at Byfleet when three armed men 

attacked a cash in transit vehicle. They had shotgun, handgun, and a wooden stave. They forced 

their way into the vehicle and stole £17,500 in postal orders and stamps. The driver was hit on 

the head. As the cash van was being driven away it was involved in an accident and abandoned. 

No arrests were made.296 

 

1986 February 24/25: Arson at a restaurant in Blindley Heath was destroyed at a cost of 

£340,000. No one was arrested.297 

 

 
290 Annual Report 1987 
291 1985 6 December The Times 
292 The Times (London, England), Tuesday, Dec 31, 1985 
293 The Times (London, England), Tuesday, Dec 31, 1985 
294 1986 January 10: The Times 
295 Annual Report 1986 
296 Annual Report 1986 
297 Annual Report 1986 



Robert Bartlett 16 October 2021 Copyright expressed 938at938@gmail.com 

 

172 

 

1986 March 25: A group of Millwall football supporters arrived in Haslemere at 2130 and 

went to the Swan public house. A fight with locals followed and considerable damage caused 

to the pub. Two constables attended and arrested eight youths who were charged with affray.298 

 

1986: The Branch Board are concerned at the number of officers retiring from the Force due 

to stress related problems. The Board are also concerned over the continued lack of officers 

available for operational duties with many employed on motorway duties and look to the Home 

Office for a realistic establishment.299 

 

1986 March 27: During a discotheque at Dormansland a serious disturbance took place 

resulting in eight arrests of youths from Edenbridge. A significant amount of baseball bats and 

other offensive weapons were recovered.300 

 

1986 April: Following a serious fire in a prison in Sussex a number of prisoners were 

transferred to Send prison where a significant number of police were engaged for two days 

containing a very violent situation.301 

 

1986 April 17: Murder at Horsley of Maartje Tamboezer aged 15. Maartje was on a cycle 

ride. Following a search by friends and police first her cycle was found and then the following 

morning her body.  The SCPU were to spend nine months investigating the murder of 

Maartje Tamboezer at West Horsley and played a key role in identifying and interviewing 

John Duffy.  

 

A fifteen-year-old Dutch girl was raped and murdered by strangulation. Operation Bluebell 

was established led by Detective Superintendent John Hurst. The Metropolitan Police were 

investigating a linked murder and another officer was investigating a number of rapes in and 

around London; possibly thirty. A further linked murder occurred and a combined operation 

involving a number of forces was established led by Detective Chief Superintendent Vince 

McFadden of Surrey Constabulary.  

 

The biggest manhunt since the Yorkshire Ripper enquiry was underway with five thousand 

suspects soon reduced to one thousand nine hundred and ninety-nine. As one on the suspect 

list Duffy was invited for interview and came with a solicitor and refused to give a blood 

sample. John Hurst working with David Canter of Surrey University, developing offender 

profiling, was concentrating on this case with Surrey Detective Constables Rupert Heritage and 

Lesley Cross. The profile was produced in September 1986, and this confirmed that the police 

should concentrate on Duffy.  

 

 
298 Annual Report 1986 
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1986 April 20: A serious fire in a block of flats, caused by discarded cigarette, at Knaphill 

required police to attend and rescue 79 people.302 

 

1986 May: Denis Turner: 1986303: Bomb kills 21 in Sri Lanka Twenty-one people have 

been killed and 41 injured after a bomb exploded in an airliner at Colombo airport in Sri Lanka. 

There were 128 passengers on board - among them 25 Britons, five of whom were injured. It 

is believed Tamil rebels seeking a separate homeland on the island state planted the bomb. The 

Air Lanka Tristar had come from London's Gatwick airport, stopping at Zurich and Dubai on 

the way to the Sri Lankan capital, Colombo. 

 

About ten days before this bomb, I, with several other Surrey explosive dog handlers were sent 

to assist Gatwick in searching an Air Lanka flight that was about to take off when a bomb threat 

was received.  The aircraft was sent to a quiet part of Gatwick where we searched it and after 

we gave the negative it then took off.  I held my breath for about eight hours but was shocked 

to hear of this later bomb. It was said that the plane we searched was a dry run to see the 

reaction and there was talk that the explosive was hidden in meat on this plane because dogs 

had been used in the first instance.  I don't suppose we will ever know but it has stuck in my 

mind. 

 

1986 May 2: Paul Yearwood: Send prison revolt: I was working a late shift as a uniformed 

PC at Guildford. Shortly after the shift started, we had a call from Send Prison to the effect that 

a number of prisoners were revolting and prison staff was having trouble getting the prison 

back under control.  I initially attended the prison with Chief Inspector Rand. By 3.00 p.m. the 

prison was back under control. The prison authorities decided to transfer about forty of the 

troublemakers to Pentonville Prison. Surrey Constabulary was asked to provide officers to help 

escort the prisoners.  A PSU serial under the command of Inspector Walters was pulled together 

from Woking and Guildford officers. We travelled in two transit vans following two coaches 

containing the prisoners and prison officers. Just past Tolworth, on the A3, we saw that a fight 

had broken out on the coach in front of us. The coach pulled over and stopped. We went to 

assist the prison officers. There was a lot of fighting and scuffles. The prisoners did not 

welcome our presence. I saw one prisoner start kicking one of the coach windows. On the third 

kick the window fell out. Eventually all the prisoners were subdued, and a decision was made 

to transfer them all to vehicles with individual cells.  Two very large prison vans arrived about 

an hour later and all the prisoners were transferred from the coaches to these vans. We followed 

the vans to Pentonville. At the prison the PSU remained outside. I went in with Inspector 

Walters, as I had to identify the prisoner who had kicked the window out of the coach.  Both 

vans were parked in the prison yard. The vans were surrounded by at least 40 prison officers. I 

went into the vans and identified the offender. Each prisoner was removed from their cell and 

taken to the back of the van and then pushed into the crowd of prison officers. We were all 

given a meal at the prison and then returned back to Guildford. 

 

 
302 Annual Report 1986 
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1986 July 2: A Hawk aircraft took off from Dunsfold and after executing a number of 

manoeuvres then it hit the ground, killing the pilot and breaking up the plane.304 Denis 

Turner: We were training dogs at Dunsfold one day, the village not the airfield, and we saw a 

BEA Hawk doing loop the loop etc.  However, we saw him do one loop, which was down all 

the way - he didn't recover, and we saw him crash.  We jumped in the vans and we were one 

of the first on the scene as we were so close.  Several dog handlers but can only remember Les 

Jales.  It transpired the pilot was the Chief Test Pilot, Jim Hawkins who had been practising 

for a special demo for some Arabs the following day.  They think he passed out on the down 

loop with the G force and never recovered.  I remember the jet ploughed into the ground upside 

down and the pilot’s torso was recovered.  We never did so can only assume it just exploded 

with the aircraft.  The other thing I recall was that the crash of the jet, being a prototype, set 

back the development by many months and of course the planned demo the next was cancelled. 

Richard Bond: BAE Hawk Dunsfold. As I understand it was the first and only prototype of 

the New Hawk 200 that was due to be displayed at Farnborough. The pilot was demonstrating 

it to prospective buyers in line with the runway he went into a loop, pulled out too low and 

impacted a field. I later saw the hole in the ground and wreckage as it was being taken away. 

Mark Clark: The Hawk at Dunsfold was in 1985 I seem to recall. It was being displayed to 

an African delegation and crashed about three hundred yards from the Three Compasses public 

house in a field next to Dunsfold Road at Lower Seven Acre Copse. When I was a temporary 

Sergeant at Burpham, using a patrol car, I had the job of taking parts of the body from the scene 

to the mortuary. 

 

1986 July 22: Reed charged: A charge against Oliver Reed aged 48, the actor who was 

accused of actual bodily harm on a journalist who called at his home in Pinkhurst Farm, 

Horsham Road, Dorking last December was dropped at Dorking Magistrates Court 

yesterday.305 

 

1986 September 20: A commuter has given police a new description of the man believed to 

have murdered the women.  Guildford police have issued an artist’s impression.306 
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Adrian Russell: I was on the Burglary Squad at the time, and we spent 9 months on the 

enquiry. Towards the end, we were all sent out to Metropolitan police stations to search their 

intelligence records for sex offender suspects but since we were supposed to be working with 

the Metropolitan Police on the enquiry, we had to do it without telling them why we were doing 

it. We were, in effect checking their system, 'undercover'. Neil Boon and I found Duffy in their 

system and then discovered that the Met had interviewed him but because he had no alibi for 

any of the murder dates, he had to stage a loss of memory, following a set up assault and had 

been admitted to Frian Barnet hospital. They had therefore written him off as a suspect. He had 

been charged with the rape of his ex-wife, but because he had not denied having intercourse 

with her but claimed it was consensual, his DNA samples had not been submitted to the Lab. 

That is why he had not been identified from our checks there. If they had submitted his DNA 

samples, there would have been match. However, in their eyes it was detected, there was no 

dispute over identity so taking DNA was not thought necessary. This was a decision that has 

terrible consequences for several victims. 

 

We were told to hand over the copy of the Met 'action' on him, that we had acquired from their 

system, which showed he had been ruled out and recorded NFA, because our bosses, rightly I 

suppose, believed that if the truth got out that the Met had not pursued him, the press would 

not have blamed it on the Met, they would have said “The Police” in general.  

 

The Metropolitan Police detectives let him go but they know we retrieved the case from their 

ineptitude. The Met papers, that we retrieved showed that they recommended No Further 

Action on him and that is what their Senior Investigating Officer ruled. 

 

The Metropolitan Police understood that Duffy was an “In patient” at a mental hospital and 

therefore could not be responsible for the continuing rapes that they were investigating. 

However, our enquiries at the hospital, showed that he was in fact an “out patient” and on each 

of the dates of the continuing rapes he had not attended at the hospital. 

 

John Hurst, (a man I have the utmost respect for as an SIO), decided that we should concentrate 

on him and put 24-hour observation on him. I wonder why, I was picked, to go into the mental 

hospital, posing as a patient, to keeps observation on his movements at the day centre. It was 

an experience I would not wish to repeat. 

 

Following his arrest, Neil Boon and I undertook several interviews with Duffy on tape. They 

were the first taped interviews conducted in Surrey. At that time, the training school were just 

starting training on the newly to be introduced, taped interview procedure but we hadn't had it. 

So we got ordinary tapes and went into interview. When one side of the tape ran out, we simply 

turned it over and continued recording on the other side (knowing no better) - but since tape 

recorded interviews were in their infancy, they were accepted in court and the outcome was a 

conviction of Duffy. 

 

Of course, there was much more evidence against Duffy, that was stronger than our interviews, 

which gained his conviction.  There was much more happening behind the scenes that is never 
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likely to be widely known, particularly in respect of the SCPU and all the work that they 

contributed to it, with 24-hour observation on Duffy, the professionalism over-coming the very 

difficult shadowing of him on the underground system and the final arrest. 

 

In my opinion, it has to be the best investigation that the SCPU was involved in and one of 

Surrey's most successful murder investigations but one where little acknowledgement is given 

of the vital role of the SCPU. 

 

Surrey officers kept Duffy under surveillance until it was decided to stop him, and he was 

found to be carrying the range of articles he used when committing murders. Further forensic 

evidence was recovered from where he was living. 307 

 

A man was arrested in November charged with three murders and other serious offence.308  

 

1986 September 18/19: Throughout the year the threat of disturbance at the TNT Depot at 

Byfleet where newspapers at the centre of a newspaper dispute were distributed. On occasions 

serious violence erupted. High numbers of police were involved, as at times there were 400 

demonstrators. Overnight the 18/19th 150-200 demonstrators forced their way onto the 

Brooklands Industrial estate and attacked the TNT premises. Bricks, flares, paint and other 

objects were used to attack vehicles and the premises causing considerable damage before the 

demonstrators disappeared into the night. Eight people were arrested.309 

 

1986 September 27: National Front held a march of 150 supporters in Guildford although 

the organisers had thought many more would attend. There was a counter demonstration and a 

large number of police deployed which prevented serious violence.310 
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1986 November 22: Some forty-hunt saboteurs attended a meeting of the Old Surrey and 

Burstow Foxhounds at Lingfield. One of the vehicles contained a number of wooden clubs and 

one man was arrested and charged.311 

 

1986 November 26: Man held in triple murder enquiry:  Detectives investigating the 

murder of a schoolgirl and two young women in London, Hertfordshire and Surrey was last 

night questioning a man arrested on Sunday. Maartje Tamboezer aged 15 was attacked near 

Guildford in April, assaulted and strangled. The man behind the killings has also been linked 

to a long list of rapes and attacks in the London area. Surrey police refused to confirm that the 

man is a 28-year-old railway guard with an interest in the martial arts. Nor would they say 

whether a map of the southeast railway grid with a number of significant area marked out had 

been found.312 

 

1986 November 26: Detectives last night were interviewing a suspect arrested on Sunday. 

The arrested man has been linked to a long list of rapes and attacks in the London area. 

Yesterday magistrates at Guildford extended his time in custody for a further 36 hours.313 

 

1986 November 27: Police quiz men over murders: Two men were last night being 

questioned by detectives in Surrey who were investigating the murders of a schoolgirl and two 

women in a series of attacks which have been dubbed the work of the “railway rapist.” The 

murders have also been linked to some of a series of thirty rapes in London.314 

 

1986 November 28: Schoolgirl murder remand: A man accused of the murder of a schoolgirl 

in Surrey and three rapes was remanded until Monday by Guildford magistrates yesterday.  He 

was also charged with a number of rapes. A second man detained on Tuesday was released. 315 

 

1986 November: A steer escaped from a farm in Normandy and became a danger to the 

public. Two Firearms Support Team instructors were deployed and destroyed the animal as it 

charged them.316 

 

1986 November: The Firearms Support Team was deployed to Bagshot to a report of a man 

in possessing shotgun acting unpredictably after a domestic dispute. Two children were in the 

house as members of the Firearms Support Team persuaded the man to open the door when he 

was quickly restrained and the shotgun recovered.317 This is the anodyne account that was 

edited down to appear in the annual report but the real story again shows that the development 

of the Firearms Support Team and their view on dealing with incidents was not yet totally 

accepted by the operational police officer. This case had a twist in that the man involved had 

served locally as a police officer and when the call came in his former sergeant attended the 

 
311 Annual Report 1986 
312 1986 November 26: The Times 
313 The Times 26 November 1986 
314 The Times Thursday, November 27, 1986 
315 The Times 28 November 1986 
316 Annual Report 1986 
317 Annual Report 1986 



Robert Bartlett 16 October 2021 Copyright expressed 938at938@gmail.com 

 

178 

 

scene and was of course there some time before the Firearms Support Team could be mobilised. 

The Team’s training would not have supported an officer going into the house and exposing 

himself to risk or become a hostage. However, Sergeant Gibbs used his policing skills and 

experience and made a judgement that proved to be the right one. 

 

Matt Gibbs: The man involved came to Camberley as a probationer but despite my best efforts 

he was not going to make the grade and his probation was terminated. Eventually he moved to 

somewhere off Gloucester Road at Bagshot with his wife and two sons. I think it may have 

been Kepple Place, but the memory is fading. At some point his wife left him for someone else 

and he was devastated. On the night in question his wife had come round, and a dispute erupted. 

The man had been drinking which always makes such events far worse. His wife stormed off 

leaving the boys in the house with her husband (I think he had custody) and she then phoned 

999 alleging he was in the house with the boys and a gun. He had a shotgun certificate and one 

shotgun lawfully.  

 

Knowing him well I felt I could talk my way in and secure the weapon without recourse to the 

FST, as I didn't think he would shoot his old sergeant. Suffice to say I eventually secured the 

weapon and radioed that I had the gun and was going to open the front door. My intent was to 

get the weapon out of the house before the FST arrived and made an entry, as I did not want 

his boys see them take him down. As I opened the door the gun was snatched from my grasp 

and six FST came through the door and grabbed their ex-colleague. They trussed him up like 

a Christmas turkey and then for some reason carried him out into the front garden where they 

dropped him on the lawn. His boys saw all of this and were very upset by it all. He was taken 

to Camberley where after interview he was released without charge. When I eventually got 

back to Camberley, I got a rollicking for going inside the house as I might have been taken 

hostage. Whichever way you look at it, it ended well without anyone getting hurt and I received 

a chief constable’s commendation.318 

 

1986 December 1: Man faces murder charges: A man aged 27 from London will appear 

before Guildford magistrates today charged with two murders, one in Hackney and a woman 

in Hertfordshire. (Murder Day and Lock also Tamboezer) 319 

 

1986 December: Drug Squad: Following a join Hampshire and Surrey operation a man was 

followed to an address in Addlestone where he was detained and found to be in possession of 

two kilos of cannabis. The owner of the house was detained and a further five kilos found as 

well as £7,000. The street value of the cannabis was in excess of £15,000. The court forfeited 

the cash320 

 

1986: Murder of Samuel Feiner   
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1986 December 4: Two men released another charged: Two men being questioned about 

the “railway killing and rapes” were released yesterday.  A man aged 27 has been charged with 

the murders and three rapes.321 

 

1986 December 9: Murders charge remand: A man charged with the murder of three young 

women and four counts of rape was remanded in custody for 24 hours yesterday. After a two 

minute hearing at Guildford he was taken to Paddington Green Police Station in the 

Metropolitan Police District. He would be brought back to Guildford court after the 24 hours. 
322 

 

Mel Lewis: Operation Bluebell; where John Duffy was convicted, with the follow-on enquiry 

in 1998, Operation Marford, when David Mulcahy was convicted of three murders, eleven 

rapes and three conspiracies to rape - totalling three hundred and fifty years imprisonment! Ray 

Blythe and I were the Surrey officers sent to the Metropolitan Police to assist in 1999 - 2001. 

To my recollection Nigel McGoldrick and Jo Hayes were also in our team for a while. We re-

interviewed almost all witnesses and police officers involved in the original job. That was when 

Ray and I were just a whisker away from a trip to Hong Kong to take a statement, but the 

Metropolitan Police said it was too dangerous! We got as far as Amsterdam! 

 

Firearms Support Team member: I took part in a Firearms Support Team deployment as we 

were the only people with camouflage equipment. We built hides near where her body was 

burnt and did very boring shifts watching the site for anyone showing particular interest. We 

did this for about two weeks after the scene had been cleared but nothing came of it. 

 

John Francis Duffy appeared at the Central Criminal Court and after an eight-week trial he was 

found guilty of two counts of murder, five of rape and one count of buggery. He was sentenced 

to life in prison.323 

 

He was charged and found guilty of a number of murders and rapes but it was not until 1999 

when he again appeared before the court that a range of other offences were finalised. 

 

 

Police Support Unit Training and deployment 

 
1986 Tom Burrell: I recall around April/May 1986 going on PSU to TNT depot somewhere 

due to problems with printer workers or something similar. I was a young probationer aged 

twenty-seven and taken with my tutor on the van with Inspector Richard (Oggy) Poulton. It 

was all a haze but started me on PSU. I was asked to go on PSU there and then; how could I 

refuse. I remember going to Dunsfold for PSU training with the diving team as instructors. The 

only thing I really remember was barricades and being hit by a metal pole. I also recall health 

 
321 The Times Thursday, December 4, 1986 
322 The Times 9 December 1986 
323 Annual Report 1988 
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and safety wasn't an issue and several punches were thrown, between the divers and PSU. It 

was the days of three long shields and the rest had round. As the "New boy" you got stuck with 

long shields and if the middle shield, you were communications as well. I thought it was the 

best place to be, behind the long shields, because they threw missiles over us, at the round 

shields. We also went training at Stoughton Barracks at Guildford. This was mostly in the dark 

and apples were thrown as missiles. We also moved on to the Metropolitan Police PSU training 

area at Hounslow. This was like a whole new world to us, buildings, streets all-purpose built. 

Showers at the end and we then went to Sunbury section house to stay overnight. Most of then 

went out for a "Few" drinks and a curry, breakfast at the section house and back to Hounslow. 

PSU was a fantastic break from everyday police work. Some of us were there by choice as we 

lived and breathed it, but a few were there against their will and were pressed men. I recall if I 

am right, females didn't come on to PSU for quite a while.  

 

Christian Duckett: The TNT Depot was at West Byfleet by Brooklands, and this was the 

Rupert Murdock newspaper Sun dispute and part of the Wapping problems with the unions.  

 

A view from a picket of his contact with Surrey: 

 

BYFLEET  

The picket action was now spreading to all parts of the country with stories coming in of flying 

picket action everywhere. We decided to go on one of these to Byfleet. On arriving at the depot 

I was amazed at the turnout about 200 to 300 in the early hours of the morning. We have taken 

the Surrey police by surprise. There is only one officer on duty. We quickly take the road and 

decide to let nothing pass in or out that is anything to do with TNT or N.I. We stop all drivers 

and question them. Some admit to working for N.I. We ask them to go home, they do quite 

peacefully. One idiot from a security firm attempts to run us down with his car. It is set upon 

and demolished. By now more police have arrived. I call these police for they were the Surrey 

Constabulary, very, very different from the Met. They talk to us and even set up a roadblock 

to vet drivers and vans for us advising anyone from N.I. to turn back. Another idiot tries to ram 

his way through. The police stop him, take his particulars and he drives away. The police are 

across the entrance in front of us at this time holding us in the entrance where they should have 

been getting us out of. At this time a juggernaut TNT arrives full speed to break through our 

blockade only it is the police who are his first targets. It was a miracle that nobody got killed 

that night. But the inspector is in after him like a flash. I was told the driver would be 

prosecuted. That has never been confirmed. With dancing and singing, pushing, and shoving 

we hold the entrance all night. The police have taken one prisoner and offer to let him go if we 

in turn let two vans out. It is a hard choice, but we vote no. 6.30AM our job done we bid the 

constabulary goodnight and go home. A successful night's work.  

 

Although I have praised the Surrey Police and believe me they are a far better force than the 

Met when it comes to dealing with people, a black mark must go against them for their press 

conference the following day when they showed an array of weapons that were used, 

supposedly used that night. Fabrication inspector? Or did you have to justify our success? 



Robert Bartlett 16 October 2021 Copyright expressed 938at938@gmail.com 

 

181 

 

 
Annual Report 

 

1986 John Gilbert John alias Gilby 2020 

 

No names, no pack drill but here’s a little story of yesteryear when policing was a tad different 

from today, or so I’m led to believe. Me as a policeman seems so very long ago that I’ve almost 

forgotten the definition of the blooming Theft Act and that was an easy one. The Larceny Act, 

albeit more suited to catering for the various ways of nicking, was a devil to remember. 

 

It was way back in 1986 when I was a Detective Sergeant stationed at a real police station – 

Walton-on-Thames. It’s probably a block of posh apartments now each costing almost a 

million.  Cor blimey, how Walton has changed. It has a modern sparkling bridge across the 

Thames and Hersham, its nearby partner in crime and the home of an aged rock star Mr James 

Percy of Sham 69, now has Tory councillors. And, back in the eighties and my childhood well 

beforehand, those living on the Longmore Estate, Hersham were always considered somewhat 

rebellious and by the way us council kids never used to spelt it with an ‘H’!  

 

My old Walton-born mum was not often wrong in her predictions over Walton’s future, so if 

she was right once more, I’m pretty sure that Nelson’s column up in Trafalgar Square is also 

looking a little different of late.  Although never a London cockney, mum had some wonderful 

sayings and was superb at summing up. She was as good as a Crown Court Judge.  She knew 

about voir dire: probability and relevancy versus prejudice, well sort of. Nevertheless, armed 

with her astute ability, whenever by chance Walton Bridge cropped up in conversation, she 

would always put the subject to rest by adding that dear old Nelson would get his eye back if 

a new bridge was ever built. Must take a butcher’s next time I travel to the mighty metropolis. 
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It’s important to explain that before I was rudely posted to Walton, I had been on the Drug 

Squad at HQ, C 11 NSY [The original new one] and the No 6 Regional Crime Squad, 

coincidently also based at Walton Nick.  It was during those squad years that I became a carrier. 

No, not a bag carrier for the old rubber heel squad but a fully-fledged firearms officer.  

Although I was never part of the Firearms Elite and was never able to keep all the rounds close 

together on the target board up at Pirbright ranges, at least I didn’t go around pointing the piece 

[I think that’s what we called it]at anyone, like a couple of blooming silly failures did.  A first-

class shot, one beneath a marksman, or so I believe was my much-surprised rating.  Another 

old-fashioned expression from those yesteryear days was ‘all tooled up.’ Blimey, that sounds 

like the Sweeney but in truth, being a carrier wasn’t at all glamorous. 

 

Getting back to the plot, yet another Squad saying, letting the boss know of your arrival, it was 

one earlyish morning when the telephone rang. Can’t remember what day of the week but an 

inkling makes me think it was a Saturday.  ‘Gilby, get to Walton Nick we’ve got a job’ said 

the Addlestone Detective Chief Inspector, in a gruff tone. Not a good morning or hello to be 

heard. Couldn’t go sick or say it’s my rest day in those days. No, you simply acquiesced to the 

boss and got on with things in the hope you might get a chance of a well-earned Guinness at 

the end of it all. Before getting dressed I think the boss also said, ‘you’ve still got your ticket, 

haven’t you?’ He meant was I still authorised to carry a firearm.    

                                                                                                                           

In a flash I was there. I was living on the outskirts of Ashley Park at the time, so for those that 

know Walton, I was halfway there, just a play on words, nearby would have done. 

 

The boss quickly gave me and a younger uniformed PC and a HQ on-call firearms officer the 

so-called briefing.  He explained that an Iranian guy who was living in Oatlands Chase was 

wanted and that he might well be armed.  I simply can’t remember why or the wherefores but 

what was in the back of my mind and is as vivid today as it was then, a sense of impending 

doom.  I was thinking, why only three of us? I hope the boss listens to the official firearms 

officer, as he will lay out proper tactics. At the moment, despite rank, in my humble opinion, 

he was in charge and we two should forgo any prejudicial “wooden-top” nonsense and listen 

to his sound counsel. 

 

 ‘You,’ pointing to the dumbstruck officer, ‘you go around the back.’ ‘And Gilby you’re with 

me at the front door. When it’s opened, go straight upstairs and check out the bedrooms etc.’ 

Not another word was spoken.’ ‘Oh dear,’ I thought, ‘something’s not quite right here.’ 

 

The doorbell or knocker was pushed and as soon as the door was opened, I think by the chap 

in question, I brushed aside the two heavyweights and sprinted upwards. Upon reaching the 

landing, I was fully focused on the task ahead. Maximum concentration required. Remember 

your training spinning around my head and don’t shoot the baby in the pram kept me totally 

alert like a coiled spring. Couldn’t hear a thing from downstairs but at least there wasn’t any 

type of commotion and thankfully no gunshots. 
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I drew my revolver, a Smith and Wesson I think, not one those dreadful snub-nosed things that 

sprayed rounds all over the place. Foot down hard on the doors, thankfully all ajar, gun in the 

adopted position – both hands and arms stretched and body ready to crouch. Checked first, 

second, third, blimey I thought how many bedrooms are there?  Checked the loo and finally 

the main bedroom. All clear, job done. Or, in jargon talk, all made safe. An amalgam of 

satisfaction and excitement began rushing about me – an adrenaline surge I expect.  Then, all 

hell let loose, was I in combat?  No, of course not, but I had the living wits taken out of me. Do 

remember I said wits! Would you believe it, a ruddy alarm clock rang loudly and abruptly? 

Enough to frighten a blooming ghost. It was in the blinking wardrobe. What a shock. And, in 

a moment of blind panic I almost shot at the bl….dy thing. 

 

I’ve thought about the logic many times yet can only envisage that the reason behind the clock’s 

bizarre position was that unless you had orangutan arms you would need to get up from your 

warm pit to turn it off.  After cautiously making my way downstairs and following the sound 

of men talking, I arrived in the kitchen. The uniformed officer, in Guardsman fashion, was 

standing in front of another kitchen door which presumably led to the back garden. The boss 

and suspect were both sitting at the table chatting away merrily as if they had both discovered 

new best friends. The cosy tête-à-tête paused for a split second before I heard, ‘put it away 

Gilby,’ spouting from the boss - meaning my gun. Without a word, I dutifully obeyed the rather 

curt command. But not before I had removed a blooming big carving or bread knife that was 

not only on the same table but also in easy reach of the so-called target. 

 

Sound matters of state, I’m pleased to say, were eventually resolved without any unhelpful or 

unlawful bloodshed. However, with so much water having passed under Walton Bridge, I 

simply can’t recall the outcome. That fact aside, I do remember that it took a couple of days 

and a fair number of very lovely black nectars to get over the scariness of my noisy encounter. 

And, as I mentioned at the very beginning of this verbal marathon, it was, thank heavens, the 

nearest I’ve ever been to combat! 324 

 

Keeping Mum 

John Gilbert 

 

An alternative title of this short yarn of yesteryear in the Police could have been thus: ‘The day 

I became an officer’ but on reflection ‘Keeping Mum’ is a deal more apt and a tad more 

poignant.  

 

Having been a Detective Sergeant for almost seventeen years and well into my middle forties, 

I had given up all hope of ever moving into the dizzy heights of becoming an officer and a 

make-believe gentleman.  Like many others who worked alongside me - well some did - I was 

still suffering from shock and amazement from actually managing to pass the Inspector’s exam 

in the first place.   

 
324 Email John Gilbert to Robert Bartlett April 2020 
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On that particular score, however, none perhaps more so than my dear old mum and dad as 

they both were well aware of several hurdles I had needed to overcome.  Amusing ones in the 

main. With dad being a French Canadian and mum being a Walton girl, it’s blooming incredible 

that anyone outside of northern Surrey, possibly south London, could really understand a word 

I ever uttered. Mum was forever spouting out funny old sayings, while dad very often got his 

words muddled.  I’ll always remember the wonderful time when I overheard dad speaking in 

his best English accent, proudly boasting to some visitor at the front door that his boy had just 

joined the Neapolitan Police.  Wrong twice over. 

 

It was just after I had attended an inspector’s promotion board that the telephone rang at my 

flat in Woking. The caller was the detective superintendent that had actually been one of three 

interviewers.  ‘You did well Gilby, you’re on the list. You’ll be promoted soon but with there 

being a couple in front of you, can’t say when.’ Knowing that when he wasn’t singing Elvis 

Presley songs, he could also be an astute wind-up merchant and still feeling somewhat taken 

aback, I think I replied, ’Are you sure?’ ‘Yes,’ he said, ‘You were good, answered very well’. 

What happened thereafter has long since been forgotten but I must say I felt rather chuffed.  

 

All that dreamlike evening, I kept trying to fathom out what I had said that had clinched it - 

done the business kind of thing.   Was it all the utter bul…t about the in vogue TGP? [Total 

Geographic Policing so I recall] Was it because they were so hard up for choice? No, I thought, 

there are plenty of ex-cadets and egghead graduates, they don’t need an old un like me. Was it 

a mistake? Now that was the one reason that forever bugged me right until I received yet 

another important call. In truth, with my luck at the time being like a poor man’s Manhattan 

skyline, right until I saw the sparkly pips sitting neatly upon the shoulders of my white officer’s 

shirt.  

 

In the meantime, however, I had to cheer up mum and dad who had left their old council house 

and had moved into a warden assisted flat. The move was a good result for mum who was a lot 

older than dad, but I knew dad hated being cooped up in such a small place. This was especially 

so because he had to forgo his beloved garden. Needless to say, once told of my pending 

promotion, they both were delighted. Promises of an extra slice of dripping on toast was on 

offer.  

 

The second significant call was from the chief constable’s staff officer.  Can’t recall his name 

but that’s not too surprising because to me the HQ inspectors all looked and spoke alike. I’m 

not being ungracious by that comment but the vast majority of divisional personnel back in 

those days will understand what I mean.  

 

They say that time tells on a man, especially too much of a good time, but time also diminishes 

the memory and unfortunately my memory is no exception. With that old saying in mind, I 

can’t recall much about the day I drove to HQ to see Mr ….., the then chief constable. I do 

remember being greeted by the staff officer who, as I recall, was extremely pleasant and whom 

I believe offered his congratulations before asking me to wait in the main hall until the chief 
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was ready to see me. I also think he told me that I would be posted to Walton but again I’m not 

completely sure. Positive thoughts were flowing rapidly as was a tad of nervousness.  

 

Several minutes later the door to the chief’s office was opened by the staff officer who, politely 

asked me to join him. I recall the words, ‘Detective Sergeant Gilbert, Sir’ being spoken as I 

anxiously entered the room and approached the desk bound chief who looked totally distracted 

and slightly stressed. Perhaps he’d had a bad day.  Couldn’t swear to it but I believe he was in 

mufti, not at all surprising because by that time, so many of our senior ranks were acting and 

looking like management in commerce rather than police officers. 

 

There followed a few moments of deathly hush. Then, as the chief briefly looked up at me 

while still shuffling away at some forms, out came the bombshell.  An unpleasant one. ’You’re 

not on today’s list, you shouldn’t be here.’ The deathly hush returned in vengeance.  I couldn’t 

believe what I had heard. ‘Oh no, why it is always me?’ kept repeating itself subconsciously. 

It was then that I took the bull by the horns and broke the silence. Looking at the chief, after 

having first glanced in disbelief at the staff officer, I said, ‘does that mean I’m not getting 

promoted Sir?’ Quickly followed by words which were unwittingly inexplicable but true, 

‘That’s a shame Sir, I’ve told me mum now.’  

 

I’m pretty sure the staff officer giggled or coughed aloud to muffle the sound of his instinctive 

laughter, but the chief just sat there, head down, in sombre silence and virtually motionless. 

The unnerving sense of calm was soon shattered by the sound and motion of the dutiful staff 

officer dashing forward to try to put an end to his master’s uncomfortable plight.  

 

While standing but feet away, feeling totally bemused and a more than a little hard-done by, I 

can remember watching them perform the noble HQ’s art of ‘chase the paper,’ the following 

of trails of copious forms and other papers, which were by now scattered upon the unruly desk 

top. Several seconds later, which felt more like many minutes, the chief abruptly stopped his 

juggling act, looked up and turned his puzzled glare towards me. ‘Congratulations Inspector 

Gilbert,’ he said, raising a half smile. And, that was it - all done and dusted or as one particular 

DC rather annoyingly used to say, ‘all boxed-off Sgt’.  

 

What happened next remains a complete blank although I’m almost positive that I went through 

all the pleasantries and the obligatory words of thanks required before making a proud exit. 

Still probably in a state of bewilderment, I left for the sanctuary and sanity of home, sweet 

home.  One thing, however, still comes to mind, perhaps I should have kept Mum!325 
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