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Police Constable Leonard James Saltmarsh 

Surrey Constabulary 1935-1946 PC333 

Squadron Leader Second World War  DFC and bar 

RAF 7 Squadron Pathfinders Pilot/Captain 

B. 29 March 1915 D. 4th February 2004 

 

 
 

(Police officers on war service continued to be members of their police force and had their 

pay made up and their seniority within the service continued therefore PC Saltmarsh was 

adjudged to have had ten years’ service when he resigned.) 

 

Additional research Jenny Tuffs 

 

1915 29th March Leonard James Saltmarsh was born at Portsmouth Hampshire. His parents 

were Charles James and Annie Saltmarsh. 

 

1934 21st September Leonard J Saltmarsh enlisted as a merchant seaman and made a voyage 

on Balmoral Castle, part of the Union Castle line. He was discharged 12th November 1934. 
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SS Balmoral Castle 

 

1935 November- He joined Surrey Constabulary, he was stationed at Chertsey, Caterham, 

Esher and Woking. 

 

SURREY CONSTABULARY APPOINTMENT BOOK 

 

NAME Leonard James SALTMARSH     

AGE 20  years in 1915  HEIGHT 5 ft 11ins    COMPLEXION Pale 

BORN in the parish of Portsmouth   in the county of Hants.    

MARRIED ON - WITH    - CHILDREN 

TRADE   Engine Room Hand  LAST RESIDENCE  'Rushmoor', Tilford, Surrey     

BY WHOM LAST EMPLOYED, AND WHERE Union Castle Line, Southampton  

WHAT RELATIVES RESIDING IN SURREY AND WHERE Grandparents and Aunt at 

Tilford 

PREVIOUS PUBLIC SERVICE None 

NO. ON COLLAR 333 

DATE OF APPOINTMENT   10th November 1935 

WHEN SWORN IN AND WHERE 22nd Nov 1935 at Guildford 

BEFORE WHAT MAGISTRATES Capt. E.H. Tuckwell and Mr Neil Goseage 

WHERE FIRST STATIONED   17.2.1936 Chertsey 

Date 

1 Aug 1936 

25 Oct 1937 

10 July 1939 

16 Mar 1942 

From 

Chertsey 

Caterham 

Esher 

Woking 

To 

Caterham 

Esher 

Woking 

R.A.F. 
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Date 

10 Apr 1937 

16 Mar 1942 

1937 

31 Jan 1942 

 

3rd Oct 1944 

16th Nov 1946 

1 June 1946 

 

 

Passed Official Anti-Gas Course. 

Joined R.A.F. with C.C.’s consent. 

Passed 3rd Examination for St. Johns Ambulance 

Sat examination for Sergeant and passed educational subjects 

only. 

Awarded Distinguished Flying Cross. See G.O. 1051(84) 

Awarded bar to Distinguished Flying Cross. See G.O. 1079 

(112). 

Did not re-join after service with R.A.F 

 

CAUSE AND DATE OF REMOVAL FROM THE FORCE:  Resigned voluntarily 1st June  

 

1946 CONDUCT DURING SERVICE:  Exemplary 

 

DATE CERTIFICATE   15th July 1946 COMPLETED 10 Years, Approved Service. 

 

1936 28th August Surrey Mirror Oxted Petty Sessions. Black “L” Plate Illegal. Norman 

William Dickenson, Hillminister, Westhall Warlingham was summoned as a learner driver for 

failing to display the letter “L” on his car in Station Avenue Caterham on August 7th. He was 

further summoned for failing to sign his driving licence. He pleaded guilty. PC Saltmarsh said 

that instead of the large red “L” plates, there were small black letters on the front and rear of 

the defendant’s car. Defendant’s father told the court that this was a technical offence. Eighteen 

months ago they had black “L” plates printed and used them when his daughter was driving. 

When a provisional licence was granted to his son the authorities sent the red “L” letters but he 

did not read the instructions closely enough to gather it was compulsory to put them on the car. 

Therefore, as the black letters were still in the car they were used again. His son had driven the 

car to Folkstone and to Croydon on several occasions and never knew it was an offence. His 

son had had the licence three days and it was pure oversight that he did not sign it. Defendant 

was fined 5s for each offence. 

 

1936 23rd October Surrey Mirror Oxted Petty Sessions  Obstruction. Celia Mills-Thomas, 

Sungate, Beadles Lane Oxted was fined 10s for causing obstruction in Croydon Road Caterham 

on October 1st.PC Saltmarsh said the defendant’s car was left three feet from the kerb and 10ft 

from the white “stop” traffic line. Defendant returned after nine minutes. In evidence defendant 

said she moved her car so as to not impede the traffic and she was away for a few minutes only 

while she went to the Post Office. 

 

1937 Electoral register 217 Croydon Road Caterham Leonard James Saltmarsh 

 

1937 Surrey Advertiser Annual Sports Meeting of Surrey Constabulary at Woking. L J 

Saltmarsh (Caterham) was a heat qualifier in the Half Mile Cycle Handicap, but he failed to be 

placed in the final  
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1937 30th July Surrey Mirror. PC Saltmarsh produced plans of the section of road where a 

fatal accident had occurred, at the inquest. 

 

1938/39 Electoral register -Esgair Portsmouth Road, Esher, Leonard James Saltmarsh 

 

1939 15th July Leonard James Saltmarsh marries Margaret Graham at Tilford. 

 
 

1939 Register 5 Bury Close Woking.  Leonard Saltmarsh and Margaret Saltmarsh. Leonard- a 

constable  

 

1939 26 August Surrey Advertiser- Mutilated body on railway line-PC Saltmarsh was a 

witness at the inquest of Leading Aircraftsman Leslie Prothero Smith (24). PC Saltmarsh said 

that in company with PS Cox he examined the railway line and found Smith’s body lying on 

the four foot way about a quarter of a mile from Worplesdon and two and a quarter miles from 

Woking Station. About 100 yards in the direction of Woking he saw marks consistent with the 

body having been struck there. To get to the line Smith would either have to climb down from 

a bridge or walk across the nursey from the main road. After hearing all the evidence a verdict 

of “Death by misadventure while trespassing” was returned. 

 

1940 24 January Surrey Advertiser. The light in the hospital. A K.C. represents woman 

defendant. Among seven defendants at Woking Police Court on Saturday who were summoned 

for causing unobscured lights to be displayed inside roofed buildings was a woman who was 

defended by her father, a K.C. She was Miss Shelia Raeburn of The Mount, St John’s. She was 

defended by Sir Norman Raeburn, K.C. and pleaded not guilty. She did not appear.  PC 

Saltmarsh said that at 7.30pm on January 4th he saw a bright light shining from a first-floor 

window at Woking Victoria Hospital. On investigating he saw Mis Raeburn who admitted 

being the person responsible. Cross examined witness said that he went to the hospital as a 

result of a complaint received from an A.R.P. warden. Mis Raeburn was pointed out to the 

witness as being the person responsible for the light. Sir Norman said that it was entirely denied 

by the defence that Miss Raeburn had admitted she was responsible for the light. If the Bench 

were impressed by this, he would ask for an adjournment so that Miss Raeburn could flatly 

deny such an admission. Mr A L Kelly (in the chair) said the case must be adjourned for a week 

for the attendance of the defendant. 
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28th January 1940 The People Sir Norman Raeburn K.C. submitted that his daughter, a 

voluntary nurse working 12 hours a day for seven days a week was being made a scapegoat for 

the hospital authorities who were responsible for the lighting. The summons was dismissed. 

This case was reported in several national newspapers. 

 

1940 24th November Patricia, daughter of Leonard James Saltmarsh and Patricia was baptised 

at Tilford. 

 
 

1941 15th February Surrey Advertiser. PC Saltmarsh represented the local police at the 

funeral of Mr Henry Quartermaine of Guildford Road, Woking, a pioneering business man who 

had given many years of service to the public. 

 

1941 24 May Surrey Advertiser. Woking Police Court. Encounter at Snack Bar. Pte William 

George Ashlin (27) and L-Corp Henry J Wilson (25) both of the R.A.S.C. were charged at 

Woking Police Court with being concerned together in breaking and entering the Snack Bar, 

19 Guildford Road, Woking on Saturday and stealing 3s 6d belonging to Mr Henry A Searle 

and Mr John Brierly. PC Saltmarsh said he went with P.W.R. Smith to the Snack Bar on 

Saturday evening and saw that a window at the side had been broken. He went in and saw the 

defendants crouching down by the window. Wilson dashed for the window and got out. 

Witness caught hold of Ashlin and handcuffed him, and later Wilson was brought to the police 

station by P.W.R. Smith. When charged Wilson replied, “We just felt a bit mischievous and 

did it out of devilment.” Ashlin had nothing to say. P.W.R. Smith said he waited outside the 

window when PC Saltmarsh went into the shop, suddenly he saw a soldier jump out of the 

window and run away. Witness chased and caught the man who was Wilson, about 200 yards 

along York Road. When told he would be arrested Wilson said ”Look here mate, I’ve got a 

wife and two kids. You say you didn’t see me.” On this evidence a remand in custody until 

Saturday was ordered when the men appeared on remand. On the application of their 

commanding officer the men were handed over to the military authorities.  

 

1942 16th March Leonard joined R.A.F with the consent of the Chief Constable. During his 

police career Leonard Saltmarsh played cricket for divisional teams. 

 

1943 4th September Surrey Advertiser - They Gain their Wings   
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In December 1942 Saltmarsh trained in a Tiger Moth and went on to fly Wellingtons and 

Lancasters with 7 Squadron, Pathfinders. He was awarded his first DFC for actions on the 26th 

of August 1944 in a raid over Kiel. He flew 99 Operational sorties. 

 

D.F.C. London Gazette 3 October 1944. The original recommendation states: 

 

1945 1st December Surrey Advertiser Bar to D.F.C. Flight Lieut Leonard James Saltmarsh, 

awarded a bar to his D.F.C. is the only son of Mr and Mrs  C J Saltmarsh of Rushmoor, Tilford. 

He  was educated at Farnham Grammar School and served in the Surrey Constabulary at 

Guildford and Woking before joining the R.A.F. in 1939 (sic). He was commissioned in 

1942.He completed three tour of “ops” and two with a Pathfinder squadron in which he held 

the rank of Squadron Leader. He married Miss Margaret Graham, daughter of Mr and Mrs  T 

N Graham, of Montrose, Stonyfield Road, Tilford and has a five-year-old daughter, Patricia. 

‘Flying Officer L. J. Saltmarsh has so far completed 17 successful sorties as Pilot and Captain 

of Lancaster aircraft and has been most conspicuous at all times for his extremely high standard 

of courage and resoluteness. On two difficult occasions during daylight attacks on Vaires on 

12 July 1944 and on Emieville on 18 August 1944, he observed a crippled bomber proceeding 

at a very reduced speed away from the target.  
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No 7 Squadron Pathfinder Bomber 

 

On both occasions he dropped behind the main bomber stream in order to escort the damaged 

bomber safely back to England. On 15 August, during a daylight attack on the airfield at St. 

Trond, one of his engines became unserviceable on the way to the target and the propeller had 

to be feathered. But in spite of the fact that he was getting behind the mainstream, owing to his 

reduced speed, he pressed on and bombed the target, and secured an aiming point photograph. 

On the way back from the target another engine became unserviceable but did not deter Flying 

Officer Saltmarsh from proceeding to and bombing an alternative airfield target with a bomb 

that had failed to be released over the primary target, and once more he secured an aiming point 

photograph. He eventually arrived safely over base and made a perfect two-engine landing. It 

was not until after he had landed that he reported the fact that two engines had become 

unserviceable during the sortie. This very gallant pilot is strongly recommended for the award 

of the Distinguished Flying Cross.’ 

 

Bar to D.F.C. London Gazette 16 November 1945. The original recommendation states: 

‘This officer has completed 53 operational sorties, of which 28 have been carried out in the 

squadron, in the Path Finder Force, 18 of them as Captain of a Marker Crew. Flight Lieutenant 

Saltmarsh is an efficient and skilful pilot who has always shown a strong devotion to duty and 

a cheerful confidence which has always inspired a high standard of morale in his crew. He has 

always displayed exceptional fearlessness in the face of danger, complete disregard for 

personal safety and has pressed home his attacks against the enemy with the utmost 

determination.’ 

 

Leonard James Saltmarsh commenced pilot training at No. 31 E.F.T.S. at De Winton, Alberta 

in December 1942, and graduated from No. 34 E.F.S. at Medicine Hat in June 1943. Back in 

the U.K., he attended No. 11 A.F.U. at Shawbury, prior to joining No. 26 O.T.U. at Little 
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Harwood in early January 1944, where he gained experience on Wellingtons, and then attended 

a conversion unit for Lancasters at Waterbeach, at which place he joined No. 514 Squadron 

that June. 

 

His first tour of operations commenced with a strike against L’Hey on the 23 June and ending 

with another against Emmerich on 7 October, the intervening period witnessing him attack 

numerous French targets in support of the Allied invasion, but also a number of heavily 

defended German targets, including Bremen, Dortmund, Saarbrucken, Stettin and Stuttgart. 

And as confirmed by the recommendation for his D.F.C. after 17 sorties, several of these trips 

were not without incident, his flying logbook further stating that his Lancaster received flak 

damage during strikes against enemy panzers and transport at Villiers Bocage on 30 June and 

against a supply depot at Beauvoir on 2 July; similarly during a visit to Bremen on the night of 

18-19 August. 

 

In October 1944, Saltmarsh attended the Pathfinder Force’s training centre at Warboys, as a 

result of which he was transferred to No. 7 (P.F.F.) Squadron at Oakington in the following 

month, flying his first such sortie on the night of the 11th-12th, against Dortmund. A daylight 

strike against enemy communications at Julich, in support of General Patton’s troops, followed 

on the 14th and a night operation to Sterkrade on the 21st, Saltmarsh’s flying log book again 

noting flak damage. Then on the 29th he flew as support aircraft to the Master Bomber on a 

raid to Dortmund, a role that he would fulfil with growing regularity over the coming months. 

Such heavily defended targets as Duisburg, Essen (twice) and Karlsruhe formed the backbone 

of his operational agenda in December, while January 1945 saw him attacking, among other 

locations, Hanover, Magdeburg, Munich and Stuttgart, his flying logbook noting an encounter 

with a Ju. 88 on the Munich run. February witnessed his Lancaster carrying out strikes against 

Dortmund, Gelsenkirchen, Ludwigshaven and Pforzheim, in addition to participating in the 

famous “firestorm” raid on Dresden on the 13th, an action that Saltmarsh would robustly 

defend in years to come. 

 

March saw him completing five more sorties to German targets, three of them in daylight, and 

April another four, two of these in daylight, including Bremen on the 21st, which latter 

operation marked the end of his operational tour. He did, however, fly three “Cook’s Tours” to 

the Rhur in May, and ended his career with an appointment in Transport Command in 

December 1945. Over and above all of this, however, it would appear that he flew 56 

“unspecific” sorties of a secret nature, evidence for which is to be found in the following 

endorsement from “Bomber” Harris. He also flew: Diversions, experimentation of special 

equipment, including radar, photographic reconnaissance, these top-secret sorties and others. 

In May 1945 he was selected and volunteered to form a new squadron for the continuation of 

hostilities against Japan.’ 

 

http://www.wartimememoriesproject.com/ww2/allied/royalairforce/514sqd-raf.php (No 

longer active website) 

http://www.wartimememoriesproject.com/ww2/allied/royalairforce/514sqd-raf.php
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1945 29 December Surrey Advertiser Farnham Grammar School Roll of Honour. 

Decorations awarded during the year included L J Saltmarsh (1927-31), Flight Lieutenant, 

R.A.F., bar to D.F.C. (captain of a pathfinder) 

 

1946 28 February Michael James the son of Leonard James and Margaret Saltmarsh was born 

he was baptised at Tilford 3RD October 1948 

 

 
 

1946 June he left R.A.F. but did not re-join Surrey Constabulary but returned to live in Surrey. 

(see baptism of son in 1948) Leonard later moved to Devon where after divorcing Margaret he 

married Thelma Mary Brightwell in 1955, Barnstable Registration District and they had three 

children. 

 

Leonard died 14th February 2004 and is remembered on a grave at Holy Trinity Churchyard 

Landcross Devon. 

 

 
 

Leonard James Saltmarsh: Memorial 

 

http://www.thisisannouncements.co.uk/4431858
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SALTMARSH Leonard, James Squadron Leader Retired; born  29th March 1915 to 14th 

February 2004 Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of earth Put out my hand, and touched the 

face of God 

Published in the Plymouth Herald on 18th February 2004 (Distributed in Plymouth, Plympton) 

Published in the Cornwall and Devon Media on 19th February 2004 (Distributed in Bodmin, 

Truro) 

 

SALTMARSH Squadron Leader Leonard James DFC and Bar Ex RAF WWII No 7 Squadron 

Pathfinder Bomber Command March 29th, 1915, to February 14th 2004 

Variously of the Officers Association Huntly Bishopsteignton, Knotty Corner Bideford, Orley 

Court Buckland Brewer, Applegarth Swimbridge, The Dovecot Exeter, Kingfishers East 

Down, Hennaford Bradworthy, Hele Farm Welcome, West Week Chawleigh, Keepers Lodge 

Farnham, Bat Cottage Dockenfield Surrey, Rushmoor Tilford, Hillside Farnham. 

 

An incredible character of old-world charm, extreme courage, sentimentality admired by the 

ladies and by others of personality. He will be sorely missed by his family and friends in many 

parts of the world ranging from New Zealand to the USA, not least by his children Pat Gallager, 

Michael Saltmarsh, Scilla Moyse and Sally Saltmarsh their partners and his many 

grandchildren and 5 great grandsons both in the UK and USA. His passing robs the world of 

some of its colour. 

 

Funeral 14.30 Friday, February 20th at Land Cross Church, Bideford, North Devon  

http://www.bonhams.com/auctions/11597/lot/222/ 

 

A Roman marble funerary stele Circa 1st-2nd Century A.D. Carved with a scene depicting 

members of a deceased family set within a recessed border, showing a female wearing 

her himation drawn over her head, a chiton beneath, seated on a raised dais facing right, with 

her left arm raised to her face, her right arm resting on her lap, her husband shown draped and 

lying on a couch, resting on his left elbow, his right arm raised and holding a wreath, a small 

three-legged table set before them, each leg carved as an animal leg with a cloven hoof, laden 

with provisions, possibly fruit and loaves of bread, to the left of the scene stands a diminutive 

figure of a girl with her right arm resting across her waist, to the right of the scene stands a 

diminutive figure of a boy, his right leg crossed in front of his left, his right arm resting across 

his waist and his left arm held upwards supporting his neck, these figures probably represent 

their children, 25 x 17½in. (63.5 x 44.5cm.), some small chips and wear, mounted 

Sold for £5,760 inc. premium 

Provenance: Acquired from the deceased estate of Squadron Leader Len Saltmarsh. Actively 

collecting 1945-1998, Squadron Leader Saltmarsh had a keen interest in Tribal arts and 

Antiquities. He had a brave and distinguished career in the air force during the Second World 

War, during which time he was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) twice. After 

the War he settled in Devon near Salcombe and died on the 14th of February 2004.  

 

http://www.bonhams.com/auctions/11597/lot/222/
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PC 229 Archibald Frederick Hainsworth 

Surrey Constabulary 1915- 2 October 1943 

Grenadier Guards First World War  

22 April 1918-March 1920 

b 1890 Cobham - d 1968 Worthing 
 

Additional research Jean and Henry Pelham and Jenny Tuffs 

 

Parents: Father – Wright Hainsworth 

              Mother – Emma 

 

1891 Census  Living - Cobham, Surrey 

Head Wright Hainsworth  occupation Night Watchman and Army Reserveman  Scotts Guards  

aged 31 

 

Wife Emma   age 31 daughter   Mary Florence  aged 4 son Wright aged 2 

Son - Archibald Frederick – age 7 months 

 

1911 Census: Living – 13 Gloucester Place, Portman Square, London.  Occupation servant – 

footman.  Single, age 23 years. 

 

1917 April 21: Married: West Surrey Times. PC AF Hainsworth of the headquarters County 

Constabulary was married at Cobham Parish Church on Wednesday to Miss Ellen Grantham 

of Cobham. The Vicar Canon WL Grane officiated and the wedding was a very quiet one. 

1917 Marriage to Ellen Grantham  aged 26 Archibald F Hainsworth  occupation police 

officer. Date of marriage 1917 at Epsom  

1918 June  lived Haslemere.  

1918 April daughter Joan Mary born died 2004  

1921 Census: Living 18 Chilcroft Villas, Shottermill, Surrey.  Aged 33 years,   occupation 

police officer. Wife  - Ellen Hainsworth  aged 31 years daughter   Joan Mary  b) 1918  son  

Philip John  b) 1923 

 

1929 Electoral Rolls Living Brighton Road, Godalming, Guildford, Surrey 

 

1939 Register Park Road, Esher aged 49,  occupation police officer, wife Ellen Hainsworth 

daughter Joan Mary, son Philip John.  
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Army Record Joined the Grenadier Guards  Army No: 32254.  Living 19 Fosters Field, 

Shottermill, Haslemere.  Occupation Police Constable. 

 

Children Joan Mary Hainsworth, born 1918 died 2004.  Married John C Bassindale in 1946 – 

Worthing. Philip John Hainsworth, born 1923 died 1986.  Married Muriel J Bushby 1974, 

Worthing 

 

Summary of military service 

 

Hainsworth Archibald Frederick PC 229 age 24 in August 1914, born 1881 Cobham. Joined 

Surrey Constabulary 12 April 1915 Defaulter’s Book (appointments register) entry 1767. 1 

Grenadier Guards No 32254. Living 19 Fosters Field, Shottermill, Haslemere He was 27 years 

8 months old.  His height is shown as 5’10”. 22 April 1918 aged 27 years 8 months; re-joined 

Surrey Constabulary 26 January 1919. Class Z Reserve 1919 July. Demobbed March 1920 

Surrey Constabulary Defaulter’s Register ends with Hainsworth in 1915 starting again in 

1919. No full time recruits! Hainsworth entries from the appointments book (ref. 

9152/1/2/1/4). 
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1917 June 9 West Surrey Times: Shottermill: Firing a hedge. At Guildford yesterday Martin 

Madgwick (10) was summoned for having set fire to a hedge at Shottermill Hall Estate, on 
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May 15th PC AF Hainsworth deposed that prisoner said, “I struck a match and put it in the grass 

but put it out with my cap. Another boy set fire to the hedge.” Mrs. Florence White, Lion Lane, 

Shottermill said she saw defendant set fire to the hedge opposite Eccles Lea, Shottermill. 

Defendant tried to put it out with his cap, but the flames were put out by a gentleman at Eccles 

Lea and school children. The boy admitted he “partly set the hedge alight.” Ordered to pay the 

damage 5s.  

 

1919 July 25 Surrey Mirror Cricket Guildford v Oxted Divisions 

 

 
 

1920 June 17 Surrey Advertiser Shottermill Lighting Offences: At  the Guildford County 

Bench yesterday Harry Stanley Benbow was fined 5s for riding a motorcycle without lights 

and 5s for driving without a license at Shottermill. Reggie Harris was fined 5s for cycling 

without a rear red light, and Cyril Andrews who had no lights at all was fined 10s. Edward 
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Mills who was summoned for a similar offence gave PC Hainsworth a wrong  name and 

address and is to be warned to appear at the next court. 

 

1920 September 18 Shottermill Surrey Advertiser: Throwing ginger beer bottles. The 

Guildford County Justices yesterday, Friday, fined Frank Foreman a Londoner who did not 

appear 15s for contravention of the by-laws at Shottermill.PC Hainsworth said defendant who 

was riding in a motor-lorry with a number of other men and lads threw two stone ginger beer 

bottles on the road, one of which broke. 

 

1922 April 1 Puttenham posting PC Gunner and Hainsworth Surrey Advertiser: PC AG 

Gunner who for the last two years has been stationed at Puttenham left yesterday, Friday, for 

Chertsey and has been succeeded by PC A Hainsworth from Shottermill.  

 

1922 June 19: Surrey Advertiser Hungry and Homeless 

  
 

 

 



 19 

 
 

1922 July 1 Surrey Advertiser: Mother prosecutes daughter. Sad case from Thursley 
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1924 June 28 Surrey Advertiser Alleged Theft at Puttenham:  At an occasional court at the 

Godalming police station on Monday Thomas Wood, labourer of Havant, was charged before 

the mayor with stealing at Puttenham two pocket wallets and contents including money the 

property of Albert Smith and Alfred Mills. Evidence of arrest was given by PC Hainsworth, 

prisoner remanded to the Guildford County Bench. 

 

1926 December 22 Surrey Advertiser: Godalming Fatality: Woman struck by a 

motorcycle. Coroner’s advice to pedestrians. 
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1928 March 31: Surrey Advertiser: At Godalming Borough Bench on Thursday Miss 

Beatrice I Smith of 52, Grove Lane Kingston was fine 10s that as the driver of a motorcycle 

she did not stop when directed to do so by PC Hainsworth. 

 

1932 August 18: West Sussex Gazette: Committed for Trial: Thomas Hughes 18, kitchen 

boy of West Hartlepool, John Glennon 22, motor driver of no fixed abode, and John Coates a8 

farm labourer of Whitehaven presented a somewhat dishevelled appearance in the dock when 

they were charged before the Guildford County Magistrates on Friday with breaking and 

entering the Cooperative Stores, Haslemere and stealing clothing. Sergeant Cox said that the 

clothing they were now wearing were found in the shop when other items were stolen. PC 

Hainsworth said he arrested the men on the common between Liphook and Petersfield. The 

prisoners admitted the offence. Two of the prisoners also pleaded guilty to burglary at the Lewis 

Picture House. Committed for trial at the Central Criminal Court. 

 

1938 August 26: Esher News and Mail: Bowling v Esher 
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PC Bertie Rose 

Surrey Constabulary Appointment 1717 

Served First World War  

Royal Garrison Artillery 

Rejoined February 23, 1919 
 

Research Jenny Tuffs, Robert Simonson 

 

There were two PC Rose in the Surrey Constabulary during the First World War, Bertie and 

Edward Ernest both were in the army and served overseas. 

 

1891 29th April Bertie Rose was born in Beckenham, Kent. 

 

1901 Census 58 Eden Road, Beckenham, Kent lists Bert Rose age 9 years living with his 

parents and seven siblings. 

 

1908 Bertie Rose aged 17 years joined The East Surrey Regiment from where he later 

purchased his discharge and joined the Surrey Constabulary. 

 
Not very clear but entry four 

1911 Census 58 Eden Road, Beckenham Kent lists Bert Rose aged 19 years, single a butcher 

shop assistant living with his parents and two siblings. 

1914 24 April appointments book 9152/1/2/1/4. (Obtained by Robert Simonson – county 

archivist) 
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1915 July 23 West Surrey Times Woking Petty Sessions. Albert Hartley of the 16th Battery 

Motor Mechanic Gun Service, Bisley was summoned for not having an identification mark 

fixed to a motor car in Bagshot Road on July 6th and was fined 5s on the evidence of PC Rose.  

 

1915 December 4: West Surrey Times Woking Petty Sessions. A False Number. Bertie Hatt 

of Hartley Heath, Winchfield was summoned for having driven an unregistered motor car in 

Bagshot Road Bisley on Nov 19th. PC Rose said defendant was in charge of a motor car bearing 

the trade number ‘ A.A.Y.E.’ the property of Barnwell Motor Works Hartley Witney. When 

questioned the defendant said the vehicle had been on the road for 18 months with only a trade 

number on it. He added the car was hired for the purpose of taking a load to Woking. The 

defendant’s employer wrote stating the car was registered, the number being ‘A.A. 204’. It was 

sent out under his trade numbers so as to deliver a load urgently wanted at Woking. The 
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defendant on oath said the lorry had not been out on hire to his knowledge prior to this occasion. 

The registration number had been on the car before but the vehicle had been under repair and 

was not finished. It was a mistake that the registration number was not on the car. At the request 

of Superintendent Marks the summons was withdrawn and for it substituted a summons for 

driving a motor car with a false identification mark. Defendant pleaded guilty to this and was 

fined 10s. 

 

1917 January 26 West Surrey Times. Bisley. Warned to tell the truth. On Saturday Reginald 

Connel of Loampits, Bisley was summoned at Woking for having ridden his cycle in Bagshot 

Road on the night of January 12th without having a front light. PC Rose said that when 

stopped defendant declared that his lamp had caught on fire as he came along the road. Witness 

examined the cycle but could find no lamp or part of a lamp. Connel could not have spoken the 

truth, as witness had a clear view of the road and must have seen the defendant’s light if he had 

one almost as soon as he left his home. Col Phayre (The Chairman): Pay a fine of 7s 6d and 

tell the truth another time. 

 

1917 May 12, Bertie Rose age 26 years, bachelor, Police Officer of Bisley married Florence 

Maud Phillips aged 25years, spinster of Worplesdon  at Bisley Parish Church. 

 
Florence Maud Phillips was baptised 30th August 1891 at Littleham near Exmouth Devon, 

her parents were Walter and Georgina Phillips. 

 

1917 May. When Bertie Rose joined the Army later his address was Perry Hill Cottage 

Worplesdon. 

 

1919 Pension Certificate – must be some long standing ill effect of being on war service. 
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1919 March 1: Surrey Advertiser Chertsey. The magistrates present at the Petty Sessions on 

Wednesday had one case to deal with. Two Police Constables who had returned from the Army-

PC Rose (Addlestone) and PC North (Sunningdale ) were sworn in, the Chairman 

congratulating them on their return without injury. 

 

                1919 April 7: Surrey Advertiser . Addlestone. Richard Lyte, ammunition worker of 

Addlestone was fined 12s at Chertsey on Wednesday for failing to give notice of his approach 

while riding a motorcycle at Addlestone- Pc Rose said defendant had no horn on his machine. 

 

1919 Electoral Register Bertie Rose was living at Clapham House, Station Road, Addlestone.   

 

1919 August 2: Surrey Advertiser Addlestone. Betting at Barbers shop PC Bertie Rose, 

Police Sergeant Nix, Superintendent Mears. 



 29 

 
 

1920 June 3 Bertie Rose wrote to the Army advising them of a change of address from 

Clapham House, Station Road, Addlestone to Bystock, Church Road, Addlestone. 

 

1921 February 14.  Surrey Advertiser : Addlestone.At Chertsey on Wednesday George Hone 

of Addlestone was fined 9s for driving a motor car backwards a greater distance than 

necessary- PC Rose said that at 10.5pm he saw the defendant drive a motor car backwards from 

the front of the Duke’s Head Inn to the entrance of the Princess Mary Village Homes Station 

Road Addlestone a distance of 250 yards at a speed of 15 miles an hour.  
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1921 Spring Electoral Register Bystock, Church Road ,Addlestone Bertie Rose  

1921 June 22: Surrey Advertiser. Motorist’s Double Offence: PC Bertie Rose 

 
 

1921 Bertie Rose again advise Army of change of address to Glendower, Liberty Lane, 

Addlestone. 

 

1921 Census Glendower, Liberty Lane, Addlestone lists Bertie Rose age 30,years, born 

Beckenham Kent a police constable, Florence Maud Rose, wife aged 29,years born Exmouth 

Devon and Horace Bertie Rose, son aged 1 year born Addlestone. 
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1921 September 12: Surrey Advertiser  Addlestone. At Chertsey Petty Sessions. John H 

Yorath of Addlestone was fined 40s for having no silencer on a motor bike there. PC Rose 

gave evidence and said the defendant was verry insulting and used bad language. Defendant 

denied using bad language. 

 

1922/1924 Electoral Registers Glendower, Liberty Lane, Addlestone – Bertie and Florence 

M Rose  

1922 January 30: Surrey Advertiser  Addlestone. Neglected Pigs. PC Bertie Ros 

  
 

1924  February11:  Surrey Advertiser,   Hersham. Police intervened in a car demonstration. 

PC Bertie Rose 
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1925 January 3: Surrey Advertiser. Addlestone: Mistaken identity pleaded. PC Bertie 

Rose 
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1924 Autumn/ 1925 Spring Electoral Register Sunnyside, New Haw Road, New Haw. Bertie 

and Florence Rose 

 

1926 Electoral Register 185, New Haw Road, New Haw, Bertie and Florence Maud Rose  

 

1925 June 27 Surrey Advertiser Car’s Long Stop. At Chertsey on Wednesday Francis W 

Goodall of Addlestone was summoned for leaving a motor car on the highway for an 

unreasonable time on May 31st .  PC Rose said he saw the defendant’s car by the side of the 

Newhaw Road at 11pm. He had previously seen it there at 4pm and 6pm on the same day. 

Witness found the defendant in a house nearby and told him that his car had been by the side 

of the road for seven hours and he admitted it. Fined £2. 

 

1927/1929 Electoral Registers 58 Eastworth Road, Chertsey. Bertie and Florence Maud 

Rose 

 

1929 Electoral Register 26 Leslie Road, Dorking – Bertie and Florence Maud Rose 

 

1930/ 1934 Electoral Registers Police Station, Dorking. Bertie and Florence Maud Rose 

 

1930 May 2: Surrey Mirror.  The ‘Coleman’ Ambulance Cup – At the annual meeting the 

Hon Secretary reported the receipt of correspondence from Supt Tamplin and PC Rose of 

Dorking, stating that County Police would like to enter a team and asking if the area of the 

competition could be extended to include Dorking. After discussion it was agreed to extend the 

area covered to cover a radius of ten miles from the Municipal Buildings at Reigate. 

 

1935 April 20:  Surrey Advertiser. Police van in Collision. Motorist fined for careless 

driving. Arising out of a collision between a car and a police van in which Supt C P Hilton of 

Dorking was a passenger, Orlando Diplock of 2 Castle Avenue, Ewell was summoned at 

Epsom Petty Sessions for driving without due care and attention and further for failing to stop 

at the direction of a police constable at Epsom on 4th March. Supt Hilton, PC Adams and PC 

Rose who were on their way to police court gave evidence that the police van was travelling 

down High Street in the direction of the Clock Tower and the driver signalled to turn into 

Ashley Road. A constable on point duty waved the van on but just as it turned a collision 

occurred with the defendant’s car, which had gone against the constable’s signal. The defendant 

who pleaded not guilty was fined 20s for driving without due care,5s for failing to stop and 

ordered to pay £1 0s 6d costs. His licence was also endorsed. 

 

1936 /1938 Electoral Registers County Police Cottage, Ladymead, Guildford. Bertie and 

Florence Maud Rose  

 

1939 Book – Bertie Rose shown as a retired police officer serving with the Surrey 

Constabulary as some form of war reserve. 
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1939  June 21 Surrey Advertiser. Guildford Street Scene. Stoughton man fined for assault - 

A Guildford street scene on June 9th led to court proceedings before Guildford Magistrates on 

Monday. Victor Reginald Bretell of 21 Stoughton Road, Stoughton was summoned for 

assaulting and beating Bertie Rose and was ordered to pay 20s. Rose in evidence said he was 

standing in Stoke Fields outside the Furnishing Mart in conversation with someone. I had my 

back to the road- he told the magistrates and during the conversation unknown to me the 

defendant put his bicycle against the kerb behind me. I turned to cross the road, lost my balance 

and fell over the bicycle. I picked it up and at the same time the defendant came up and said,   

‘For two pins I would slosh you in the ear.’ Witness added he told defendant it was his fault 

and would pay for the damage. Defendant said in reply “What you want is a slosh in the ear” 

At that moment defendant brought his knee up into his (Rose’s) body and snatched a 

screwdriver which was in witness’s hand. “I held him with both hands to try and restrain him” 

continued Rose and he immediately rained blows on my body, face and head. He then began 

kicking.  My ear was cut and bleeding, my knee was cut and open and then eventually five 

other people came to my assistance. Horace Rose, complainant’s son and PS Sparks gave 

evidence. The defendant stated he was looking in at the windows of the Furnishing Mart when 

he heard a crash followed by laughter. He went over to speak to Rose who grabbed him by the 

throat, otherwise he (the defendant) would never have taken any notice. Several men came and 

held me, he remarked and it was then that Rose gave me a clump, I then retaliated. 

 

1953 December Quarter, Bertie Rose death was registered in Devon Central Registration 

District. He was buried at St Margaret and St Andrew Churchyard Littleham East Devon. He 

has no memorial and his sister Emmie Wills was also buried there in 1994 (Emmie was born 

about 1894).  
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Police Constable 168 Edward Ernest Rose  

1885-1963 

Surrey Constabulary  

First World War Grenadier Guards  
 

Research by Jenny Tuffs, Henry and Jean Pelham 

 

There were two PC Rose in the Surrey Constabulary during the First World War, Bertie and 

Edward Ernest both were in the army and served overseas. 

 

Edward Ernest Rose was born in Ockley, Dorking in 1885 and died in Surrey 1963 aged 77. 

He married in 1923 Florence May Delphia Edwards, in North Holmwood.   Edward was 38 

years old when he married. 

 

1885 28th May Edward Ernest, son of William and Sarah Rose was born. He was baptised 10th 

July  at St Margaret’s, Ockley. William and Sarah lived on the Dorking Road, Ockley and 

William was a gardener. 

 

 

 
 

1891 Census Edward was living with his parents and three siblings at Henhurst Cross, Ockley. 

 

1901 Census Edward aged 15 years, a gamekeeper, is living with his parents and younger 

brother Arthur at Wigmore Lodge, Ockley. 

 

1909 September 1:  Rose Edward Ernest PC168, age 24 in May 1909 joined Surrey 

Constabulary 1 September 1909.  

 

1910 17 December Windsor and Eton Express. Local cases at Chertsey Assault on a 

constable. William Nibbs a labourer of Englefield Green, was charged with having been drunk 

and disorderly in London Road Egham on December 10th and further with having assaulted 

Police Constable Wolf in the execution of his duty at the same time and place. Police Constable 

Rose said he received a complaint from a boy on a bicycle that a constable was in distress at 

Egham Hill. He found the prisoner on the ground struggling with three other men. The 

constable said, “Come along mate, he’s done me” The prisoner kicked at everybody and a 

civilian who was assisting him was kicked in the face. When placed in the cell the prisoner 

kicked at witness and Inspector Stevens. Police Constable Wolf had to be taken on a stretcher 
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to the doctor. Inspector Mears said that the officer would not be able to attend for a week- 

prisoner was remanded for a week. 

 

1911 10th March Surrey Herald “Sleeping Rough” at Egham. Walter Dean and Mary Ann 

Austin were charged with sleeping rough at Egham. PC Rose giving evidence said that he found 

the prisoners lying in a hedge about a quarter of a mile from the roadway. Dean told him they 

had come from Windsor. Inspector Stevens described the man as a professional cadger and said 

that he had been living on the immoral earnings of the woman. Dean was sentenced to one 

month’s imprisonment with hard labour and Austin to 14 days imprisonment with hard labour. 

 

1911 Census 24 Crown Street Egham lists Edward Rose age 25 yrs., single, born Ockley, a 

police constable as a lodger with George Joyce and his family.  

 

1911 7th July Surrey Herald, Egham. A disorderly stranger. Joseph Walton, a homeless 

labourer was charged at Chertsey Town Hall with having been drunk and disorderly at High 

Street Egham the previous day. PC Rose said he saw the prisoner at 3pm. He was then drunk 

and using very obscene language. As he would not go away when requested, witness arrested 

him. He was sentenced for seven days hard labour. 

 

1913 14th June West Surrey Times. Chertsey Petty Sessions. Midnight Gaming. Frederick 

Beech, Bernard Buckland, Bert Prior, Bert Woods, Charles Ellis and William Hazell, labourers 

pleaded guilty to having played ‘banker’ with cards and coin at Stroude Street Egham on May 

31st, Mr  Caldecot appeared for Beech. Inspector Stevens said he saw defendants playing 

‘banker’ at 11.45pm on May 31st and watched them for about 30 minutes. He and PC Rose 

went out and they ran away, leaving a pack of cards and 9 ½ d. The place was in a filthy 

condition and the houses all round could look down on them. They were using bad language 

when the cards went wrong. There were previous convictions for gaming against Hazell and 

Beech. Mr Caldecot said Beech was given a good character by his employer who had instructed 

him to appear on Beech’s behalf. Beech was a young man and had been led into wrong doings. 

Supt Mears said the men had been seen playing before and complaints had been made. Beech 

and Hazell were fined £2 and costs, the other defendants £1 and costs. 

 

1913/1914 Electoral Register Edward Ernest Rose was listed as a lodger at 24 Crown Street 

Egham. He occupied a furnished bedroom on the first floor and paid 6s per week. His landlord 

was George Joyce. 

 

1916 May 13 Surrey Advertiser. Alleged burglary and assault Sunningdale 
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This incident was reported in several national newspapers. Mahon was later sentenced to penal 

servitude for five years. 

  

1916 November 15 Surrey Advertiser: PC Edward Ernest Rose Surrey Constabulary. 

Combing out constables – test case at Chobham: The feeling that young unmarried police 

constables ought not to be liberated for service in the Army found expression at Chobham on 

Saturday, when the Military Representative (Mr R Manning Driver) applied to the Chertsey 

Rural District Tribunal for the cancellation of the exemption certificate of PC EE Rose (30) 

single, of Broomhall on the ground it was no longer in the national interest that he should 

remain in his present situation. 

 

Together with a large number of members of the Surrey Constabulary of military age whose 

cases were dealt with by different tribunals in the county, Rose received conditional exemption 

last spring in pursuance of a certificate issued by Captain Sant, Chief Constable, under the 

agreement entered into between the War Office and the Home Office. 

 

Superintendent Mears of Chertsey attended before the tribunal accompanied by PC Rose, a tall 

well-built young officer, apparently in first class physical condition. In reply to the Military 

Representative application the Superintendent produced Captain Sant’s certificate that 

members of the Surrey Constabulary had reached the point beyond which they must not be 

further depleted. 
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The Chairman Mr SWG Tringham asked if the embargo on police constables had yet been 

removed – the Military Representative: “I have not heard”. The Chairman, “We had better 

make this a test case and see what happens.”  

 

Superintendent Mears, “It is evident the existing arrangement has not been altered or the Chief 

Constable would not have instructed me to present that certificate.”  The Chairman. “if that is 

our decision won’t affect the position. (sic) This is an appeal by the Military Representative 

and it is not competent for us to settle whether or not a certain number of the police are 

required.” 

 

The Military Representative, “In view of the fact that this constable is a single man of 30, I 

should like to make this a test case.” The chairman to Superintendent Mears, “If we cancel the 

certificate, I suppose you will take the case to the Appeal Tribunal.”  Superintendent Mears, “I 

will at once report the matter to the Chief Constable. The Tribunal then unanimously decided 

to withdraw PC Rose’s Certificate. 1 

 

Surrey Military Tribunals – 1915-1918 record.  The Tribunal took place in Guildford, and titled 

“Surrey Appeal Tribunal”, Guildhall, Guildford, in Chertsey.   

 

The hearing took place 25 November 1916, the person appealing was the Chief Constable of 

Surrey, Thomas Mears.  The nature of the appeal was that Rose was indispensable.  The 

outcome of the tribunal was permitted. (It is likely that he was enlisted but along with other 

officers was allowed to remain with the Surrey Constabulary until called, which he was with 

colleagues in 1918 when manpower was short. This seems to have been a compromise. The 

men were enlisted and the Chief Constable retained their services until called.) 

 

One newspaper reported “Fifteen men of the Surrey Constabulary have been released for military 

service in the Royal Garrison Artillery in June 1917: 

 

Training as Signallers in Dunfermline PCs Gates, Rose, Haseman, Knight, Newble, Rapley, 

Horne and North 

 

Following are at Winchester training to be driver and gunner: Brant, Cox, Collins, Critchard, 

Fortman, Thatcher and Parrott.” 

 

1916 December 2 Reading Mercury Sunningdale  Exempting a Police Constable  The 

Chertsey Rural Tribunal having withdrawn the certificate of a Sunningdale Constable, 30 years 

of age and single, the chief constable appealed against the decision to the Surrey Appeal 

Tribunal. In announcing the appeal would be allowed the chairman (Sir Charles Walpole) said 

it was clear that the public did not understand the services the police had to perform. The work 

had enormously increased and it was only ignorant chatter about enrolling the men in the Army. 

 
1 1916 November 15 Surrey Advertiser from Henry Pelham October 2020 
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June 1917: Fifteen men of the Surrey Constabulary have been released for military service in 

the Royal Garrison Artillery in June 1917: Training as Signallers in Dunfermline PCs Gates, 

Rose, Haseman, Knight, Newble, Rapley, Horne and North. Following are at Winchester training 

to be driver and gunner: Brant, Cox, Collins, Critchard, Fortman, Thatcher and Parrott.2 

 

1918  April 22 Ernest Edward Rose joined the Grenadier Guards No 33391 on 22 April 1918 

age 32 years 11 months when stationed at Headquarters Guildford.  

 

Army Recruitment papers: Edward E Rose joined the Grenadier Guards 22 April 1918.  He 

was 6ft 1inch, 170 pounds, chest expansion 4.5, chest size 39.5.  He was 32 years 11 months 

old, and his army no is 33391 

 

1918 April 27: Surrey Advertiser: The eight men were the last eligible single police officers 

serving in the Surrey Constabulary. There was one however, a discharged soldier and two over 

military age. Police Constables Bord, A. Ellis, Rose, HQ at Guildford; Edwards, Virginia Water; 

Smeed, Camberley; Wilkinson, Godalming; Freeland, York Town; Turner, Woking; Fielding, 

Egham Hythe; Norgate, Englefield Green; Lewis, Fetcham; Bishop, Hogs back; Hainsworth, 

Haslemere; C Ellis, Tatsfield; White, Minter, Woking; A. Ellis Charlwood; called to the Colours 

in April 1918. None appear on the force war memorial so it can be assumed they all survived. 3 

 

 

Rose Bertie PC284  

age 23 in April 1914 

joined 20 April 1914  

East Surrey Regiment 

before police – purchased 

discharge 

Royal Garrison Artillery 

Training as Signaller in 

Dunfermline June 1917 

23 February  

1919 re-joined 

Surrey 

Constabulary  

 

Rose Edward Ernest 

PC168 24 in May 1909 

joined 1 September 

1909  

Army 27 April 1918 

Police 22 April 

1918 to re-joined 

Surrey 

Constabulary 

July 9 1919 

Headquarters 

Guildford 

 

1918 April 27 Surrey Advertiser. Police join up. police Constable Rose was among members 

of the Surrey Constabulary who had been released for Service and had joined up on Monday. 

Eight of the men released were single men and there were now no single members of the force 

left except one who had been discharged from the Army and those over military age. 

 

 

 
2 Surrey Advertiser 23 June 1917 from Henry Pelham 23 August 2019 
3 Surrey Advertiser 27 April 1918 
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1918 Surrey Regimental Recruitment Register 
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1919  May 24:  West Surrey Times  Bramley. Constable bitten by ‘Mad Dog’ On Sunday 

last PC Rose was severely bitten on both arms by a mad dog which he subsequently shot. His 

wounds were treated at the County Hospital and the dog’s head will be sent up for examination. 

 

(Appointment Book 1521 indicates Rose re-joined Surrey Constabulary in July 1919 but this 

awful attack on him  shows he was at Bramley in May of that year. However, he could be 

transiting from Army to Police, living at the police house in Bramley but not yet fully 

operational. Whilst serving in the army he remained on “the books” of the Surrey 

Constabulary.) 

 

1919 July 9: Re-joined Surrey Constabulary. Appointment register entry 1521. 

 

1920 August 14 Surrey Advertiser Bramley.  At the Guildford County Bench yesterday 

(Friday) John Loveland, 15, Bramley was summoned for stealing apples from Mr Ellis’ 

orchard and his mother pleaded guilty on his behalf. PC Rose gave evidence, and Mr Cheal, 

foreman for Mr Ellis stated that the value of the apples was 1s 6d. Last year they lost bushels 

of apples. Mr Ellis did not wish to press the case. Fined 5s. 

 

1921 Census 18 Eastwood Road Shalford lists Edward Rose age 36 years, single, born Ockley, 

a policeman as a boarder with Harry Edwards and his family.  

 

1921  September 2: Clergyman committed for Trial. Bramley PC Rose:  Surrey Mirror  
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1922 August 26: Surrey Advertiser Bramley.  Drugs for Toothache. Woman ill in the street. 

On Monday evening the county police received information that a woman had been taken ill in 

Bramley after drinking from a medicine bottle. PC Rose found the woman Alice Stewart of 

Guildford had taken chlorodyne to relieve neuralgia. She appeared to be a little dazed but was 

able to walk part of the way to Guildford until the driver of a passing conveyance gave her a 

lift. The police made sure that the woman had recovered and found her accommodation for the 

night as she had given up her Guildford lodgings.  

 

1923 Electoral Roll shows Edward Rose living in Eastwood Road, Shalford, Guildford, Surrey 

 

1923 August 29 Edward Ernest Rose married Florence Mary Delphia Edwards at St John 

North Holmwood. 
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Florence Mary Delpha Edwards was born 15TH October 1883 and baptized 13th September 

1885 at the Church of St Margaret the Queen, Buxted, Sussex, she was the illegitimate daughter 

of Emma Edwards. (Emma never married.  She was a servant and housekeeper all her life. 

Florence lived with relatives until she was old enough to work then became a servant.  

 

 
 

1925 January/March Quarter Farnham Registration District Raymond A W Rose was born  

his mother’s maiden name was Edwards. 

 

1925 Autumn electoral register lists Edward Ernest and Mary Delphie Rose at The Nook 

Lion Lane Shottermill. 

 

1935 December 14 Surrey Advertiser. County Police Changes. PC Edward Rose of 

Blackheath, after 26 years in the force retires on December 28th. Before the war he was 

stationed at Egham and Sunningdale. On returning from war, he went to Bramley in 1919 and 

in 1924 was transferred to Shottermill. He has been at Blackheath since 1927. He has taken a 

keen interest in sport and is well known in Surrey as a cricketer, having played regularly for 

the Guildford Division of the County Police and for the Blackheath club. 

 

1939 Register for The Mount Hoe Lane, Peaslake lists Edward E Rose, born 28th May 1885, 

married, police constable – police reserve, Florence M D Rose, born 15th October 1884, married 

and a record officially closed (probably Raymond Arthur William Rose who would only have 

been 14years)  

 

 

1940 at the gas school at Artington 
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Left to right: Cecil Smith, Clifford Luff, Findon, Stan Norton, Dowding, Gilmartin, Sgt 

Blackmore, Corney, Tom Wyeth, Rose. 

 

1956 February 8, Florence Mary Delphia Rose was buried at St  Mark, Peaslake, she was 

71years of age. 

 
 

1963 February 15. Edward Ernest Rose of Bentsbrook Villa, Bentsbrook Road, North 

Holmwood died at The General Hospital, Dorking. Probate Lewes 22 March to Raymond 

Arthur William Rose, motor mechanic. Effects £1292 14s 9d. 

 

1963 February 20 Edward Ernest Rose was buried at St Mark Peaslake, he was 77 years of 

age. 

 
 

 

As  it said in the newspapers when he retired, he was a well-known cricketer and is 

mentioned  in the newspapers for helping his teams win matches  far too many times to 

transcribe.   
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Colin Arthur KEEN 

Guardsman then PC Reigate Borough Police 

Second World War, Major 

Corps of Indian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers 
 

 
Undertaking this research would not have happened without the significant help of Celia 

Irwin a family member and Jenny Tuffs. 

 

 

In the documentation seen by researchers but asked by the family not to replicate, are 

references to an MC, MBE and the rank of lieutenant colonel. No evidence has been found of 

Colin Keen being awarded  an M.B.E. or M.C. although there are mentions in the newspaper 

when he married the late chief constable of Reigate Borough Police’s daughter of him being a 

recipient of the awards. There is also nothing found of an appointment as a Lieutenant Colonel 

other than a typed copy testimonial though there is a London Gazette reference to Keen retiring 

from the army with the honorific rank of major.  The evidence could be there, but we have 

failed to find it or over the years some embellishment of military service in India took place. 

There is no reason for Major Keen to exaggerate his contribution to the war effort as his service 

in command of a significant workshop within the Indian Army was undoubtedly successful and 

recognised, given his Mention in Despatches from the King. It may be Keen was told he had 

been recommended for the MBE but was unsuccessful being awarded an MID. An MC is 

awarded for gallantry during active operations against the enemy. (Modern definition) A 

workshop was undoubtably a part of the order of battle of the 14th Army in the Far East and 

this is where Keen could have served in close contact with the enemy. 
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Summary 

1917 January 13: Colin Arthur Keen was born at Horsham. He was baptised 11th March 1917 

at St Mary’s Horsham, his parents were William Arthur, a clerk and Annie Alice Keen of 104 

Clarence Road Horsham.  

 

1935 April 8 Joined Grenadier Guards - 1935 November, Guardsman 2614531, 2nd Battalion 

Grenadier Guards  

 

1936 April Joined Reigate Borough Police  

 

1936 June 12 congratulations on excellent police work from Chief Constable, Reigate Borough 

Police  

 

1936 November 11 CO Guards depot says Keen left Grenadiers 

 

1938 August 10 Congratulated good work by PC Keen Chief Constable Reigate Borough 

Police 

 

1939 October 6  Reigate Borough Police, Chief Constable’s Commendation 

 

1946 May 26 testimonial unsigned Brigadier Chaudhuri, Indian Army for Lt. Col. C A Keen 

IEME MBE MC, past chief instructor at EME (Possibly Electrical Mechanical Engineering) 

School, Quetta. Service Burma campaign. The original is recorded as being “with the Colonial 

Office.” This testimonial cannot be supported by other found documentation. No trace MC, 

MBE or being a lieutenant colonel. This could possibly be because Keen served in the Indian 

Army. 

 

1946 May 2 Mentioned Captain CA Keen, Corps of Indian Electrical and Mechanical 

Engineers in a Despatch for distinguished service on the King’s order. 

 

1946 May 10 Major CA Keen, Officer Commanding, 6th Ind., Inf. Workshops Coy. IEME 

(possibly Indian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers ) SEAC. (Possibly South East Asia 

Command) 

 

1946 September 19 Major (Acting) CA Keen Indian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers is 

mentioned in a despatch for distinguished service by the King. 

 

1946  August 11 resigned from Reigate Borough Police then a part of Surrey Joint Police 

 

Colin Arthur Keen 
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1921 Census – he was aged 4years and living with his parents at 160 New Street Horsham  

 

1923 June 29 Audrey Mary Keen was born at 160 New Street Horsham, her parents were 

William Arthur and Annie Alice Keen 

 

1935 April 8 Colin Keen joined 2nd Battalion Grenadier Guards army number 2614531 and his 

service dates being given as 8.4.35 to 10.11.36. 

 

1936 May 8 Surrey Mirror, Reigate Town Council, Colin Arthur Keen was appointed a 

probationer in RBP. His joining date was 3rd April 1936 and his collar number was 10. 

 

1936 June 8 -Two men were arrested for larceny of a motor car from “A” District 

Metropolitan Police. The Chief Constable made a special mention in General Order no 468 of 

the new probationer PC 10 Keen for his observation and activity. He had only completed two 

tours of duty and to effect such an arrest for another Force was very creditable. 

 

1936 June PC Keen was playing bowls for Reigate Police 

 

1937 Colin Arthur Keen was living at 28 Glovers Road Reigate 

 

1937 June 11 Surrey Mirror. Reigate Borough Bench. Boy on bicycle crossbar. Leonard Cater 

was fined 4s for carrying more than one person on his bicycle which was not constructed or 

adapted for that purpose in Bell Street Reigate on May 22nd. PC Keen said that the defendant 

was carrying a boy on his crossbar. Defendant wrote to say that this boy was in a hurry to catch  

a bus so he carried him on his machine. 

 

1937 August  13 Surrey Mirror. Constable injured in motorcycle accident. PC   C A Keen 

of the Reigate Borough Force met with a motorcycle accident on Sunday evening. This was 

the second in which he has been involved within just over three months. PC Keen was riding 

his machine up Redstone Hill with a young lady Miss Marjorie Buckman, Station House, 

Redhill riding pillion when he made to cross the road to the Laker’s Hotel side and in his 

passage his machine came into contact with a car coming in the opposite direction, which was 

driven by Mr Ernest Coulten, East Street Epsom. PC Keen and his passenger were thrown from 

the machine. Miss Buckman sustained abrasions to arms and legs and cuts to the back of head. 
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Both were conveyed to the East Surrey Hospital where, after treatment Miss Buckman was 

allowed to leave. Her companion was detained with a fractured leg. PC Keen, one of the 

newcomers to the force is well known as a swimmer. He met with an accident earlier in the 

year when his machine struck a   Coronation flag standard at Reffell’s Bridge.  

 

1937 October 2. Surrey Advertiser. Guildford Police Athletic Club Annual Swimming Gala-

PC Keen won the plunging contest for Reigate (41ft 11in). In the final of the Tug of War 

Guildford beat Reigate (PC’S Jones, Wilmott, Gaze, Bowles and Keen)  

 

1937 October 29 Surrey Mirror. Reigate Borough Bench.  Brakes didn’t act.  A large car 

which PC Keen observed pull up at the Tunnel Road traffic lights on July 28th suddenly shot 

forward into Market Square as the sound of a collision came from the direction of Tunnel Road. 

The large car had been rammed in the rear by a car driven by Frederick Smith of Battersea, 

who told PC Ken his brakes hadn’t acted. Smith pleaded not guilty to having inefficient brakes 

and told the magistrates that the car was a hire one that he took out in good faith believing the 

brakes to be in order and that he was only doing 15miles an hour at the time. He was fined £2. 

1937 December 17. Reigate Borough Bench. Austen Pitcher of Lewisham, who was stated by 

PC Keen to have crossed Reigate Market Square against a red light on November 23rd and to 

have driven straight into Church Street pleaded he was looking at the direction post and 

although he saw the light he was somewhat confused. PC Keen agreed with him that he crossed 

very slowly. He was fined £1. 

 

1938 May 6. Surrey Mirror. Reigate Borough Police Force. PC’S Keen and Skingley having 

completed their probation their appointments to the Force were confirmed. (Jack Skingly was 

later commissioned as an RAF Pathfinder and killed over Belgium) 

 

1938 Electoral Register 3 Blackborough Road, Reigate lists Colin Arthur Keen 

 

1938 July 26. Surrey Mirror. Reigate Borough Bench. No Insurance Certificate. George 

Cole, 19, Munster Road, Fulham was summoned for driving a motorcycle on August 1st without 

a certificate of insurance in respect of third-party risks. PC Keen deposed to seeing the 

defendant while in patrol in Tunnel Road, Reigate and stopping him. He produced a driving 

licence which was in order but when asked for his insurance certificate he said “I’ll tell you the 

truth. I haven’t got one.” He said his insurance expired on Jun 14th of this year. The defendant 

told the Court he was trying out the motorcycle with a view to selling it. He was fined £2 and 

his licence was suspended for twelve months and endorsed. Two months was allowed for the 

payment of the fine. 

 

1938 August. The chief constable congratulated PC Keen on his observations regarding a 

vulnerable missing woman who was found by reason of his diligence much to the relief of her 

relatives.  
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1939  3 Blackborough Road Reigate  Colin Arthur  Keen who gives his date of birth as 13 Jan 

1913,  single, a Police Constable at Reigate and regular army reserve for Grenadier Guards. 

L/Cpl  no 2614531 was living with the Hewlett family 

 

1939 February 10. Surrey Mirror. Reigate Borough Police Court.  Five inches of soot. Edith 

Wheatley, Nutley Lane, Reigate was fined 5s for allowing a chimney of her house to be on 

fire on January 24. PC Keen said that when he asked Mrs Wheatley when the chimney was last 

swept, she said it had been done in spring 1938. Superintendent Young, Reigate Fire Brigade 

said when he attended, he found the chimney well alight and after the flames were extinguished 

he found five to six inches of soot on top of the register of the fire which must have taken a 

long time to accumulate. Defendant wrote to the court expressing regret and stating that the 

construction of the smoke pipe had caused the fire but that had now been attended to. 

 

1939  August 11 Surrey Mirror Sidlow Robbery 

 
 

1939 October 27 Surrey Mirror. Commendations for their zeal and efficiency in action taken 

in connection with burglaries at Kinnersley Manor and Handcross Park in August were to be 

recorded in respect of Inspector Parker, PC Keen and PC Bowles. 

 

Whilst in the Reigate Police PC Keen found many people failing to obey traffic signals, 

exceeding the speed limit and driving without either a licence or insurance. His last case at 

Court seems to have been for someone speeding on 11th January 1940. 

 

1940 March 8 Surrey Mirror. Reigate Town Council. Police and Specials. PC’S Keen and 

Harris have joined H.M. Forces. It was reported that as these two officers had enlisted at their 

own request police pay would not be payable in either case during their absence on war 
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service. Councillor Baker asked why police officers who had gone into the Services voluntarily 

were not to get their pay, one of them had the pluck to go in after having bought his discharge 

from the Army to join the force. Talk about “Dig for Victory” Mr Baker added. What about 

the men who go to fight for victory. He moved the reference back of the proposal relating to 

PC’s Keen and Harris. Alderman Stranger said the Watch Committee had had no option in the 

matter under the police regulations. He did not know whether there was any way of altering 

the position, but he thought not. It seemed every possible facility should be given to those who 

joined the Forces as in the case of police on the reserve who were called up. PC Keen bought 

himself out of the Army and had been very anxious to go back. Councillor Bacon said PC Keen 

had joined against the Chief Constable’s consent, being told by the Chief Constable that he 

could not get his pay if he did so. The proposal to refer this item back was carried. 

 

1940 April 5. Surrey Mirror. Reigate Town Council. Police Officers and H.M. Forces. The 

Watch Committee reported considering a minute referred back to them by the Council relating 

to certain police officers who had joined H.M. Forces. The Chief Constable recommended 

that PC Keen who joined H.M. Forces on January 26 be granted police pay less Army 

pay during his absence on war service and this was adopted. 

 

1940 April 12. West Sussex County Times. Marriage Keen – Buckman. On 25th inst. at St 

Matthew’s Parish Church Redhill Sergt CA Keen R.A. only son of the late Mr W A Keen and 

Mrs Keen of Horsham to Marjorie Lydia only daughter of the late Mr Buckman of London and 

Mrs P Harlow of Redhill, Surrey. 

 

1940 December 8. Annie Alice Keen died at 160 New Street Horsham the informant on her 

death certificate being C A Keen, son of Station House, Redhill, Surrey. 

 

1940 December 13. West Sussex Times. The funeral details for Mrs Annie Alice Keen mention 

her son Staff Sergeant Colin Keen, who is married and Miss Audrey Mary Keen.  

 

1941 February 4. Llandudno. Probate for Annie Alice Keen to Colin Arthur Keen Police 

Sergeant (sic) and Colin Jackson retired engine driver. Effects £884 19s 8d. 

 

Royal Regiment of Artillery Regular Army Emergency Commissions Keen C A, 2nd Lieutenant 

14/6/41 - 1/10/42  
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1943 February London Gazette . Appointed to emergency commissions in the Indian Army for 

service in the I.A.O.C. ordinance mechanical engineers. To be lieutenant Colin Arthur Keen 

29th October 1942 with seniority from 29 October 1937. 

 
1943 Colin Keen was Chief Instructor at the E.M.E. School, Quetta. 

1945/46 UK Military Campaign Medals 
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1945 September 22 Audrey Mary Keen married Charles Wort at St Andrew’s Church Oxshott 

 

1946 May 9 The London Gazette Captain C A Keen, Corps of Indian Electrical and Mechanical 

Engineers is mentioned in Dispatches for Distinguished Service. 

 
Note OBE and MBE entries for other officers no awards shown for Keen..  

 

1946   In his unsigned copy testimonial from J N Choudhury, Brigadier Indian Army in May  

 

1946 Colin Keen is referred to as Lieut/Col C A Keen, I.E.M.E., M.B.E., M.C.  

 

1946 August 11 Colin Arthur Keen resigned from Reigate Borough Police Force. His conduct 

described as exemplary. He was aged 29 years. 

 

1946 November 25 Colin Keen, an electrical engineer and Marjorie Keen, a housewife both 

aged 29 years left Liverpool on ship Scythia of the Anchor Shipping for Bombay India. Their 

last address in England given as 230 Broad Street, Birmingham. 

 

1947 West Sussex Times. 31st January. Birth Keen Marjorie Lydia (nee Buckman) on 12th inst 

at the Park Nursing Home, Calcutta, India a son. Wife of Major Colin Keen M.B.E. I.A. (Note 

MBE)  

 

1947 From 1st June 1947 until 30th April 1951 Colin Keen was employed by the Calcutta 

Electric Supply Corporation, he then transferred to New Cossipore Generating Station before 

returning to the UK in 1956. 

1950 July 6  Marjorie Lydia Keen age 33years and Richard Michael Keen aged 3 years arrived 

at Tilbury (London) on P and O ship Himalaya from Bombay. Their proposed address in 

England was 3 Baghdad Road, R.A.F. Cranwell Lincs.  

 

It seems Marjorie reverted to her maiden name of Buckman and in 1954 and 1956 was living 

at 115A High Street, Carshalton. She died 23rd March 2010.  
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1950 October 19, Colin Arthur Keen, aged 37years, a chartered engineer arrived at Tilbury 

from Bombay on P and O ship Crusan, his address in England given as 2 Cambridge Road, 

Horsham. 

 

1951 February 13, The London Gazette. Granted honorary rank of major. 

 
 

1951/1952 Electoral Register for 2 Cambridge Road, Horsham lists Colin Arthur Keen.  

 

1951 April 14 Colin Arthur Keen aged 34 years, an electrical engineer left Southampton on P 

and O ship Chusan bound for Bombay, his address in England being 2 Cambridge Road,  

 

Horsham, where he is shown on 1951/152 Electoral Registers.  

 

1954  May 6 Colin Arthur Keen, aged 37, an engineer arrived at Tilbury on P and O ship 

Arcadia from Bombay, his proposed address in England was 2 Cambridge Road, Horsham and 

he stated England was to be his permanent residence. 

 

1954 25th August he married Hilda Doreen Beacher. 

 

1954 August 27: Surrey Mirror. Married daughter of former Chief Constable Reigate 

Borough Police William Beecher. Surrey Mirror 27th August 1954- Ex Chief Constable’s 

daughter weds former police officer- The daughter of the last Chief Constable of Reigate was 

the bride and a former local police officer the bridegroom at a wedding which took place at 

Reigate Registry office. Miss Hilda Doreen Beacher was married to Major Colin A Keen 

M.B.E., M.C. of Calcutta who served four years before the war as a constable in what was then 

Reigate Borough Constabulary. Earlier in his career the bridegroom was in the 2ND Battalion 

Grenadier Guards and at the beginning of the 1939-45 war he joined the Royal Artillery. Later 

he received a commission and was transferred to REME being demobilized in 1946 with the 

rank of major. Since then, he has held an appointment under the Calcutta Electric Supply 

Corporation and is at present home on leave. 
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Mentions MBE MC in news story of the wedding. 

 

1954 November 6 Colin Arthur keen aged 38years, electrical engineer left London on P and O 

ship Strathnaver bound for India. His addresses in England given as 20 Monks Way, Reigate  

 

1955 January 22. Hilda Doreen Keen, born 10 March 1920 of Wynways, Monks Walk, Reigate, 

married, a housewife, left London on P and O ship Arcadia for Bombay. 

1956 April 13. Colin A Keen, birth given as 13 January 1913, an electrical and mechanical 

engineer and Hilda D Keen born 10 March 1920 arrived at Tilbury on P and O ship, Stratheden 

from Bombay. Their address in England to be Wynways, 16 Monks Walk, Reigate.  

 

1958 July/September Quarter Surrey South Eastern Registration District Celia A Keen was 

born. Celia Anne Keen, a veterinary nurse from Horsham married Glyn Andrew Open, a printer 

at St George’s Church West Grinstead in June 1982.The bride was the daughter of Mrs H Keen 

of Cambridge Road,  Horsham and the late Col C Keen. (Second reference to Colonel – not 

even Lt Col!) 

 

1957/1963 Electoral Registers Red Lion Hotel, Cowfold, Horsham lists Colin A and Hilda D 

Keen.   
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1959 18th December West Sussex Times now the licensee of a public house 

 

1968 April 9  The London Gazette 4154 

 
1969 April 5 Colin Arthur Keen of 2 Cambridge Road, Horsham died. Probate 19 September 

at Brighton - £5213. He died at Dorking General Hospital and was buried 14th April at Hills 

Cemetery, Horsham. 

 

2006 1st August Hilda Doreen Keen died Horsham Registration District. She is buried at Hills 

Cemetery, Horsham. 
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Inspector Percy Denyer4 

Surrey Constabulary  

First World War served in the Army 
 

1 February 1912 called up and served Military Police 7 June 1915, August 1919 re-

joined Surrey Constabulary after war service. Retired April 1946 died 28 February 

1955 

 
 

Photograph found in papers of Police Sergeant Allan Taverner 

 
Records, Surrey History Centre Robert Simonson photograph PC Denyer from David 

Dowling 

 
Jenny Tuffs 2025 

 
4 With research undertaken by Jenny Tuffs, Henry Pelham, Robert Bartlett and Robert Simonson of Surrey 

History Centre 
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1889 Percy Denyer was born 24th February 1889 at Sheet Hampshire and baptized 14th April  

 

1889 at Sheet. His parents were Joseph, a labourer and Mary of Sheet. 

 

1891 Census the family were living at Railway Cottages, Steep, Hampshire, Joseph aged 26yrs, 

agricultural labourer, Mary, wife aged 28yrs, William, son aged 4yrs and Percy, son aged 2yrs. 

 

1901 Census the family were living in a shed! at Rogate Sussex, Joseph, aged 36yrs was a 

farmers hire carter for horses and the family were Mary, wife aged 36yrs, William, son aged  

14 yrs, Percy, son aged 12yrs, Edith, daughter aged 9yrsand Beatrice daughter, aged 6yrs.  

 

1911 Census the family were living at East Meon Hampshire, Joseph, aged 44 yrs, proprietor 

of New Inn, Mary, wife aged 46yrs, Percy, aged 22yrs, carter at Stables, Edith, daughter, 19yrs 

and Beatrice, daughter aged 16yrs. 

 

1912 February 1 Percy joined Surrey Constabulary as PC 13 
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1914 April 6 Surrey Advertiser  Chertsey Petty Sessions - Refusing to quit- Jesse Baxter, 

labourer of Addlestone was summoned for having been drunk and disorderly and refusing to 

quit the Ship Hotel Weybridge on March 28th and was further summoned for drunkenness at 

Monument Green on the same date- PC Denyer gave evidence- Defendant who explained that 

he had met  some friend was fined 5s for each offence. 

 

1914 September 5: West Surrey Times Chertsey Petty Sessions - Had a long way to go-  Albert 

Faithful (14) of New Haw Lane, Addlestone was charged at a children’s court with the theft of 

a bicycle, valued £1 15s the property of Cecil Leopard, errand boy, residing at Addlestone on 

August 27th. The bicycle was stolen from outside a shop in Weybridge and was subsequently 

found on the canal bank. When arrested, prisoner told PC Denyer that he took the bicycle 

because he had a long way to go. He ran into a man on the canal bank and doubled the bicycle 

up then left it. The lad was bound over in a sum of £10 to be of good behaviour for a year and 

placed under the supervision of the probation officer.   

 

1915 June 7:  Percy Denyer joined Military Foot Police for the duration of the war  

 

1916 May 25, Percy Denyer, aged 27 years, bachelor, Lance Corporal Military Foot Police, 

father Joseph Denyer, Innkeeper, married Ellen Barnard, aged 26 years, a spinster of 

Weybridge Surrey at East Meon by licence. 

 

1919 August 18: Percy Denyer rejoined Surrey Constabulary from RMP war service. 

 

1921 Census 5 Pilgrims Way, Shere nr Guildford, Percy Denyer, aged 32 years, a Police 

Constable was living with his wife Ellen aged 31years. 

 

1923 July 14: Surrey Advertiser- At Surrey Assizes- Good word from Police helps prisoner. 

Alfred Everett (22), gardener pleaded guilty to an offence against a girl of 13yrs of age at 

Shere on 3rd April. PC Denyer said the prisoner had no previous convictions and had joined the 

Army at 16years serving about three years since his discharge he has been of good character, 

sober and respectable, a good sportsman and member of the local football team. About three 

weeks before his arrest he offered his assistance to a Constable who had trouble with gypsies 

at Peaslake. It was pointed out that the prisoner had pleaded guilty, and the counsel asked that 

he be given a chance and not be given a long sentence. He had had a taste of prison and had 

had time to reflect on the wrong he had done. In passing sentence his Lordship said he took 
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into consideration the exceptional character he had received from the police and having regard 

the fact that the prisoner had been in prison for three months passed a lenient sentence for such 

an offence- 6 months imprisonment in the second division Denyer was commended by the chief 

constable for his good conduct  in this case. 

 

1927 May 26 West Sussex Gazette- Godalming- PC Denyer left this week for Horley on being 

promoted to sergeant. 

  

1928 March 23 Surrey Mirror- Tragic loss of life after a fire at High Trees, Salfords, a nursery 

school. A fire was discovered in a room on the upper storey at 11o’clock at night, where eight 

children were sleeping and heroic efforts were made by the staff to save the children, three of 

whom were rescued. Four bodies being found by the firemen. After the brigade left PS Denyer 

attended the scene with three Police Constables who did everything possible that they could.  

 

The next day PS Denyer returned to continue the search and the fifth body was found by him 

on the ground floor under tons of debris. The inquest later gave a verdict of death by 

misadventure for the children. 

 

1928 August 17: Surrey Mirror – Reigate County Bench - A s a result of police patrols at 

Charlwood and Horley a number of motorists were summoned for exceeding the 20 mile speed 

limit and evidence on these cases was given by PS Denyer. 

 

1930 September 19:  Surrey Mirror. At the Ambulance Bazaar at Horley which raised £20 for 

the Horley Division St John’s Ambulance PS Denyer won the candle lighting competition. 

 

1932 November 16/17:  Several Newspapers in Great Britain -Including Coventry Evening 

Telegraph - Four Policemen sued -Accused of wrongful Imprisonment 
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1933 January 19: West Sussex Gazette- At Reigate Borough Bench Marjorie Millett, 21, 

Church Stret Reigate was fined £1 and 7s 6d costs for driving without due care and attention 

at Redhill on December 21st. Defended by Mr A Rawlence, she pleaded not guilty. A constable 

stated he saw two motors in collision at the junction of High Street and Lower Bridge Road 

Redhill. The defendant was on the off side of the road and in an attempt to get into Lower 
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Bridge Road her car crashed into another car. Neither car was travelling at more than 18 miles 

an hour and the defendant in turning would be doing about 13 miles an hour.PS Denyer, Horley, 

driver of the other cars aid when he reached Lower Bridge Road he saw, to his surprise another 

car cross in front of him. He had about six to ten feet to stop but could not manage it without a 

collision. Defendant gave evidence and said she intended to park her car in Lower Bridge Road, 

she put out her hand to signal and her front wheels were actually in the road when the other car 

hit her. Her speed would be about ten miles an hour. The defending solicitor contended that PS 

Denyer had given no satisfactory reason why the collision occurred, suggesting that he was not 

paying sufficient attention to oncoming traffic. The Bench imposed a fine as stated.               

 

1933 July 14 Surrey Mirror – Bowls - Merstham Village v Oxted Police- PS Denyer was a 

player for Oxted Police side who won the match                                                                                                                      

 

1933 December 1 -Surrey Mirror- Horley-Police Changes - PS Denyer of Horley, who has 

been transferred to Camberley on promotion to the rank of inspector will be succeeded at 

Horley by PS Peet of Egham. The changes taking effect at the end of next week. 

 

1935 March 2 -Surrey Advertiser- Police Social- The first entertainment for officers of the 

Farnham Division and their families took place at Agincourt Hall with Insp Denyer being a 

member of the organizing committee. 

 

1935 August 17: Surrey Advertiser- At the Police Swimming Gala held at Farnham Municipal 

Baths Master John Henry Denyer, the 12-year-old son of Insp P Denyer of Camberley won a 

miniature cup for completing against police officers of three divisions in the novices race. 

 

1935 September 21:  Surrey Advertiser-Insp Denyer was still playing bowls and was in a 

match when Farnham Police beat Farnham Ladies Bowling Club. 

 

1936 March 28: Surrey Advertiser - Cycle Lamp Thefts - At Camberley Police Court Albert 

Henry Taylor of 5 Albert Villas Frimley Green Road Frimley was charged with stealing an 

electric bicycle lamp, the property of Percy Denyer at Camberley on March 5th. PS (sic) Denyer 

said in consequence of a large number of complaints that had been received in the district about 

the theft of cycle lamps, he marked his lamp (produced) with two crosses and instructed a 

police constable to place it on his bicycle and leave it in the car park at the Regal Cinema, 

Camberley, and then to keep observation. PC Pink said he saw the accused approach the cycle, 

take off the lamp and put it in his pocket. Col. Guy Lee of Camberley said the defendant was 

thoroughly hard working and honest. The Bench bound Taylor over in the sum of £3 to be of 

good behaviour for two years. 
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1937 August 7:  Surrey Advertiser- Holiday Traffic Volume at Camberley- Although cars 

were pouring down the great South West Road at well over 3,000 an hour, the Surrey 

Constabulary in Camberley and Bagshot did not have to deal with a single accident of any 

consequence during the Bak Holiday period. Insp P Denyer of Camberley told the “Surrey 

Advertiser” that he thought the traffic reached its peak on Saturday with the rush to the 

southwest from London. On Monday evening as the holiday crowds may their way back the 

traffic was to a certain extent “staggered” and although this meant a more prolonged rush it 

was not so heavy at one time. To attempt to cross the main London Road at Camberley during 

Saturday or Monday evening, except at certain vantage points was a hazardous undertaking as 

the traffic was one long unbroken line, with cars travelling nose to tail. 

 

1937 August 14: Surrey Advertiser- Bowls – Insp Denyer took part in a match between 

Farnham Post Office and Farnham Police which was won by the Post Office 

 

1937 November 13 Surrey Advertiser-Inspector Denyer led the members of the police in the 

annual Armistice Sunday Parade at Camberley 

 

1938 July 30: Surrey Advertiser- Inspector Percy Denyer attended the inquest of Lieut Ronald 

Prescott Mansell who died in the grounds of the Royal Military College which was held at the 

Court House, Camberley. Inspector Denyer attended the scene and found Lieutenant Mansell 

lying between a tree and car, quite dead. At that spot there was nothing to distinguish the path 

from the road except kerb stones every 20 yards so the car must have struck the tree with great 

force. He continued that a stranger might take the opening between the trees as a road as it was 

at the end of a bend. Asked if there was a question of drink in this case the witness replied 

“No”. The inquest was then adjourned. 

  

1938 February 26:  Surrey Advertiser – Insp P Denyer attended the Annual Dinner of the 

Frimley and Camberley Urban Council Fire Brigade at the Agincourt Hall. 

 

1939 Register living at The Police Station High Street Camberley were Percy Denyer born 

1889, Police Inspector, Ellen. His wife born 1889 and John H, son born 1923, (Guildford 

Registration District). 

 

1939 May 27:  Reading Mercury- Inspector P Denyer was present at the annual inspection of 

“D” Division Special Constabulary by Major G Nicholson, Chief Constable held at Camberley 

Drill Hall. 

 

1939 July 26: Surrey Advertiser-Bowls-Insp Denyer played in a bowls match -Guildford v 

Surrey Constabulary at Guildford where Guildford won by four shots 

 

1942 September 19 - Surrey Advertiser- casualties in mock battle 
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1944 September 9 Surrey Advertiser – Inspector P Denyer (Camberley) was among several 

police officers who attended the funeral of PC George Herbert Vance at St Peter’s Church 

Frimley. PC Vance was aged 36 years and had served for 10 years in the police stationed at 

Copthorne, Farnham and Frimley. 

 

1945 November 10: Surrey Advertiser- Crashed into Police Car- Stated to have crashed into 

a stationary police car outside Bagshot police station at 10.45pm on September 24th, the Hon 

Hugh Stanley of Hollwood, Keston was fined £15 at Camberley for driving without due care. 

His licence was endorsed. Insp Denyer said the patrol car was left with its sidelights and rear 

light on. He heard a crash and found the police car forced off the road and damaged and the 

defendant’s car upside down in the middle of the road. Witness went to help the defendant and 
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his two companions, one of whom was Lord Montague of Beaulieu. The defendant told the 

magistrates that the lights of a car coming towards him at 60 miles an hour dazzled him, his 

own speed being 40 miles an hour. 

 

1946 April 27: Surrey Advertiser - Police Inspector Retires- Having completed more than 34 

years’ service in the Surrey Police Force, Insp Percy Denyer of Camberley is retiring on 

Tuesday and will be succeeded by Sgt Frederick E Skinner who is being made temporary 

inspector. Inspector Denyer joined the Surrey County Police on February 1st 1912 and was first 

stationed at Woking. He served in France and Belgium during 1914-1918 war and later returned 

to the police force. He was promoted sergeant in 1927 and was stationed at Horley until he 

became inspector at Camberley in 1933. At Camberley Magistrates Court the Chairman 

remarked that the magistrates were fully conscious of ably he had dealt with all matters 

appertaining to court work and wished him good luck in retirement. 

 

1955 March 5: Surrey Advertiser-Death of Ex-Police Inspector- A former Camberley police 

inspector Mt Percy Denyer of Oakengates, Woodlands Road Camberley died aged 66 years at 

Frimley Hospital. Mr Denyer began his police career with the Surrey Constabulary in 1912, 

leaving during the first world war to serve in France as a military policeman. He rejoined the 

force later and served in many parts of the county including Godalming and Cranleigh. He first 

went to Camberley in 1934 to take charge of the town’s sub- division of Farnham Division. He 

retired in1946 but this did not stop his interest in the police as he immediately joined the special 

constabulary as an inspector and served until he was forced to resign from that position by 

illness a year ago. Mr Denyer leaves a widow and one son, John, a newsagent of London Road.  

 

1955 April 28: Percy Denyer died at Frimley and District Hospital, he was of Oaken Gates, 

Woodlands Road Camberley and probate was granted at London on 28th April to Ellen Denyer, 

widow, effects £1674 4s 7d,  

 

1968 July 9: Ellen Denyer of 195 Frimley Green Road Frimley Green Camberley died on 

9th July 1968., probate at Winchester on 4th October. 
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P Denyer war service medal 3 September 1939 24 June 1944 22 September 1944 4 February 

1946 awarded Defence Medal 
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Police Sergeant 158 Allan Taverner5 

Surrey Constabulary  

8 February 1892- 31st December 1919 

 
 

 

 

Photos from David Dowling a direct descendant and records from Surrey History Centre, 

Robert Simonson - appointment books 9152/1/2/1/2 and 9152/1/2/1/3 

 
5 With research undertaken by Jenny Tuffs, Henry Pelham, Robert Bartlett and Robert Simonson of Surrey 

History Centre 
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July 7, 1910. Stopping a runaway horse for which he was commended, frequently attracted 

national bravery awards – possibly if killed or injured, Probably York Town Bagshot 

 

 
 

Date of appointment: 8 February 1892 HQ for Tandridge  

19 Jan 1894 left Tandridge for Sunningdale 

10 Aug 1896 left Sunningdale for Horley 

8 January 1901 left Horley for Tatsfield 

3 November 1902 left Tatsfield for Caterham 

22 June 1904 left Caterham for Frimley 

18 January 1905 left Frimley for York Town 

8 March 1911 left York Town for Byfleet  

18 September 1913 left Byfleet for Woking 

14 June 1914 left Woking for Bagshot on promotion to sergeant 

Retiring 31 December 1919. 
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Cause and date of removal from the force: Superannuated, 31 December 1919 

Conduct during service Very Good 

Date of certificate 31st December 1919 

Date of appointment 8 February 1892 

Died 1 April1950 

 

 
Not known who is in the picture but in photograph collection of Taverners 

 

 

 

 
 

Believed Allan Tavener’s truncheon and whistle 
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1910 – probably posed photo – assisted by a soldier 

 

 

 
Byfleet 1911/1912 
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Allan Tavener believed at Byfleet 1911/1912 

 

 

 

Surrey Constabulary Cricket – Police Sergeant Taverner in the photo but not identified 
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Bagshot Police station 

 

And this is a picture taken at the station of Winifred Taverner and Sidney Dowling in their 

courting days. 

 

Bagshot 1915 
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Peel House Bagshot Police Station 

 
PC Tavener outside Camberley Police Station 
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Unknown date or location but Surrey Constabulary.  Similar photos around 1905-1910 

in Surrey Constabulary collection 
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Police station unknown but unusual features 


