
 1 

 
 
  
July 2019 
www.surrey-constabulary.com 
Editor Robert Bartlett 
938at938@gmail.com 
 

 

PC Edwin Lawty 
Guildford Borough Police 

King’s Police Medal for Gallantry 
 

Recalled to the Colours on the outbreak of First World War 4 
August 1914, sent to France and captured after less than a month on 
active service 
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GUILDFORD BOROUGH POLICE 
 

Guildford Borough Police was formed 20th January 1836. In 1851 the force was 
amalgamated with the larger Surrey Constabulary only to be re-formed three years 
later in October 1854. Guildford Borough Police was again absorbed into Surrey Joint 
Police Force on 1st February 1943 when its final strength was sixty-three officers. 

 

 
The Chief Constable of Guildford Borough Police during PC Lawty’s Service 
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PCs Punter, Lawrence, Mynett, T Oliver, Manfield, W Oliver, Rickman 

HJ Gascoyne, Lintott, Holt, Marshall, Norris, Hatcher, Taylor, Macey, Demount 

PJ Gascoigne, Emery, Read, Clarke, Inspector Utley, Chief Constable Nicholas, 
Detective Sergeant Bias, Hawkins, Springate, Turner, 

Yeend, Fuller, Pinner, H Gascoyne 

Taken in November 1911 not long before PC Lawty joined the Borough, some of 
these men were called back to the Colours. Three Borough officers were  killed on 
active service and other wounded or taken prisoner. One was awarded the 
Distinguished Conduct medal, one down from the Victoria Cross. 

 

Lawty joins the Guildford Borough Police from the army 

The Guildford Borough Police conduct and service book for Edwin Lawty shows he 
was appointment no. 78.  He is described as aged 25 in August 1912, 5ft 11 ins, fresh 
complexion, brown hair, grey eyes, born Hunmanby, Yorkshire, unmarried.  He was 
previously in the 2nd Dragoon Guards, Aldershot, and his length of service is given as 
6 years, 136 days.  He was appointed to the Guildford Borough Police on 13 July 
1912, with collar no. 32. Being a Borough man he would serve in Guildford and 
would have received most of his training “on the street”.  From the few cases found in 



 4 

newspaper cuttings he was an able officer and proved to be a very brave and stubborn 
one as established by the prestigious award of the King’s Police Medal for Gallantry. 

He resigned to join the Colours on 4 August 1914 the day war was declared, but there 
is no record of him re-joining Guildford Borough Police after the war. 1 

 

First Aid from PC Lawty 

West Surrey Times - Saturday 19 April 1913 

Charles Grover, 40 Hare Lane, Godalming was cycling along Woodbridge Road early 
on Monday morning when a milk cart collided with him and knocked him over. He 
sustained somewhat bad cuts on the head, which recommended medical treatment, 
first aid having been rendered by PC Lawty. 

 

Guildford Borough Bench - Drunk 

West Surrey Times - Saturday 21 June 1913 

Charles Collins 65 a labourer of no fixed abode was charged with having been drunk 
and disorderly in Warren Road, Guildford at 8.15pm on Friday. PC Lawty proved the 
case and the prisoner was discharged as he had been in custody since Friday evening. 

 

When war broke out Lawty was on the reserve and was recalled to the 2nd Battalion 
Dragoon Guards (Queens Bays). He went overseas almost immediately on 15 August 
1914. He went missing in action between the 11 and 14 September, which was 
unofficially reported on 4 October 1914 and on 14 November 1914 was unofficially a 
POW with the German Army. Lawty was officially declared a POW on 24 March 
1915. He returned home in the UK on 14 November 1918 just a few days after the 
Armistice. He appears to be an acting corporal when he went missing. 
 
His King’s Police Medal was reported in the London Gazette number 29024, page 4 
dated on the 29 December 1914. Additionally he was entitled to the 1914 star, clasp 
and rose as well as the British War Medal and Victory Medal. 
 
After some time in hospital on his return to the UK Edwin decided to re-enlist on 20 
June 1919 into the RASC and was finally discharged on 17 November 1920. 2 
 
It is believed he did not return to the Guildford Borough Police. 

                                                
1 Email Robert Simonson Surrey History Centre Woking 17 July 2019  to Robert Bartlett ref:  
2 Dee Hutchison Secretary Friends of Surrey Infantry and Queens Royal Surrey Regiment email to 
Robert Bartlett 9 July 2019 
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                       PC Lawty Police Review 1915 from Dr Peter Kennison 
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Extract from They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford 

In 1914 Lawty was awarded the King's Police Medal for Gallantry for arresting a 
housebreaker at Newlands Corner. During the severe and prolonged struggle the 
Constable was injured when struck by a marker flag. In July 1913 the homes of Lt Col 
Grier and Dr Arthur Bryan were burgled and £50 worth of property stolen. Following 
a three-mile chase across Pewley Downs PC Lawty caught the burglar at Newlands 
Corner where a severe and prolonged struggle took place during which Lawty was 
injured having been struck by a flagpole. However he hung onto his prisoner until 
help arrived. For his gallant and determined action PC Lawty was commended by the 
judge at the Assizes and was awarded the KPM for gallantry. The Watch Committee 
made monetary awards to Mr William Lee and Mr W H Brown who assisted in the 
arrest. The householders who had been burgled presented the force with £10 for the 
purchase of pistols and shields (possibly trophies) and three were purchased along 
with a thousand rounds of ammunition and four shields and leg guards. The weapons 
would be used for range practice and not carried unless an emergency arose. 3 

 

The Times 1913 21 July: Committed for trial at Surrey Assizes by Guildford 
Borough Bench yesterday, George Johnson, who has ten aliases, on a charge of 
burglary at the residences of Lieutenant Colonel Grier, Dr Frederick Bryan and Mr 
HN Harrison at Guildford and also for maliciously wounding PC Lawty. At 5 am 
Colonel Grier found the kitchen door open and the house had been ransacked. He saw 
the prisoner outside the door and gave chase but lost him. The police took up the 
chase on bicycles. On Merrow Downs Constable Lawty overtook the prisoner who 
drew a Swedish knife and threatened to kill him. The prisoner then pulled up a pole 
on the golf course and hid in a copse. The constable followed but was struck on the 
head with the pole. Although half stunned and suffering from a loss of blood Lawty 
closed with the man, and after being kicked on the head and struck in the face 
succeeded in throwing and securing him. The circulation of his photograph led to his 
identification by Windsor Police who searched his room and found a bag filled with 
gold, silver and ivory articles connecting the prisoner to nine other burglaries.4 

 

The Scene on the Downs 

Surrey Advertiser Saturday 2 August 1913 

The next chapter in the case was the graphic story of the arrest of the prisoner as told 
by PC Lawty who was one of the officers who dispatched on bicycles in response to 
the telephone message. Having sighted prisoner he recounted how he pursued him 
over the Downs, eventually, after having ridden as far as he could he gave chase on 
foot. As he began to overtake him the prisoner drew a knife out of his pocket and 
shouted, “If you come near me I will murder you.” He held the knife as though he 
                                                
3 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
4 The Times 31 July 1913 
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would stab him. He then ran towards an old quarry from which he threw large flints 
stones at the constable and subsequently he ran to the golf grounds, putting the knife 
between his teeth as he went. Snatching a flagpole, (with an iron spike at the end) as 
he went, he ran into thick shrubbery. The witness followed, and the prisoner, who had 
secreted himself, struck him with the pole on the left side of the face, cutting it close 
to the ear, momentarily stunning the constable. The pole slipped out of the prisoner’s 
hand and stuck in the ground. He attempted to get away, but finding the constable in 
pursuit, took the knife from his mouth and made a rush at him. The witness caught his 
arm, the knife dropped and he closed with the prisoner. They fell to the ground and an 
exciting struggle followed. Prisoner, the constable said, took hold of his throat with 
both hands but he made him release his grip by a ju-jitsu hold. Prisoner struggled, 
kicked him on the back made him release his grip by a ju-jitsu hold. Prisoner 
struggled, kicked him on the back of the head and struck him several times with his 
fist on his face. Witness put another ju-jitsu hold upon him and dragged him put of the 
woods onto Merrow Downs. There he tied his hands together with his necktie and 
took from his jacket pocket a large screwdriver and a champagne opener. He held him 
down until a man named William Lee came up and together they took him to the 
keeper’s cottage. Searching him the witness found some of the property stolen from 
Colonel Grier’s, as was a well as a road map and an electric torch. Returning to the 
scene of the struggle the constable picked up the bag prisoner had carried, and the 
flagpole. The former contained a large quantity of stolen articles as well as small a 
jemmy, file, pair of kid gloves and two pairs of stocking. Prisoner was wearing the 
trilby he had stolen from Denton House, and in his waistcoat were found a pair of 
socks filled with rags to wear without boots. Prisoner attempted to escape on route to 
the police station and was ultimately handed over to PC HJ Gascoigne and J 
Gascoigne.  
 
William Lee a carter employed at Newlands Corner who arrived on the scene of the 
struggle whilst on his way to work spoke to rendering assistance. The constable, he 
said, was in a very weak and exhausted condition and was bleeding from the wound 
in his face. Prisoner gave a lot of trouble on the way to the keeper’s cottage. The 
flagpole was splashed with blood. 
 
Detective Sergeant Bias spoke to examining the premises mentioned and finding 
marks with which the jemmy in the prisoner’s possession corresponded. 
 

Pluck Recognised by Promotion5 

Guildford West Sussex Gazette Thursday 4 December 1913 

“Burglary seems to be your happy home the Judge told George Johnson (41) the 
labourer who, after breaking into several Guildford houses on the night of July 5 was 
chased and eventually captured by PC Lawty who as somewhat severely knocked 

                                                
5 This was probably a class of constable of which there were three; not obviously promoted sergeant 
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about by the burglar before he managed to obtain a jujitsu hold on him, was called 
forward and complimented by his Lordship on his courageous behaviour. Johnson had 
a very long list of previous convictions against him, and five warrants, which were 
out for his arrest were taken into account by the Judge in passing sentence of six years 
penal servitude. “That will mean eight years,” he added, meaning that the prisoner 
would have to serve two years of a previous sentence, which had remained unexpired. 

 
Guildford Burglaries 

High Praise for a Constable:  

West Surrey Times-Saturday 6 December 1913 

Considerable interest was taken in the case in which George Johnson (44) labourer 
was indicted for three burglaries at Guildford and for maliciously wounding PC 
Edwin Lawty, whilst in the execution of his duty. The case was the last taken on 
Tuesday and only occupied a few minutes the prisoner pleading guilty. The charges of 
burglary were in respect of the residence of Lieutenant Colonel Grier, Denton House, 
Warren Road; Dr F. Bryan, Highdene, Albury Road and Mr HN Marsden, Stoke Old 
Rectory from each of which residence prisoner took a large quantity of valuable 
articles. All the burglaries were committed on the night of the July 6th. There was also 
a charge of being an habitual criminal but as the prisoner pleaded not guilty, and on 
the advice of the judge, it was not proceeded with. 

Mr Cecil Whiteley who prosecuted said there were warrants out against prisoner in 
respect of five other burglaries, and about whether the prisoner wished them to be 
taken into consideration now. The prisoner agreed. 

It will be remembered that on coming down in the early morning Lieutenant Colonel 
Grier found the prisoner in his kitchen. He gave chase but lost him in the shrubbery. 
He rang up the police on the telephone and PC Lawty took up the chase on a bicycle. 
He overtook the man on Merrow Downs, but prisoner took refuge in a pit and pelted 
him with stones. Lawty closed with the man, who armed with a pole meant to mark 
the golf holes, and struck him on the head with it. Although seriously injured, the 
constable pluckily tackled the burglar and was eventually able to secure him with a 
Ju-jitsu hold and retain him until ambulance arrived. Subsequent investigation 
revealed the fact that prisoner had entered Dr Bryan’s house the same night. All the 
stolen property was recovered. 

The Windsor police had had their suspicions of a man who had been in the habit of 
leaving the borough for days at a time and returning “in funds”. The circulation of 
Johnson’s photograph led to his identification by the Windsor police, who visited a 
house, which he was occupying with a woman. There they found veritable treasure-
trove of stolen property. Some of this was identified as having been taken from Mr 
Harlestone’s house, and this way that burglary was brought home to the prisoner.  

As soon as the case was ended the judge said the officer ought to be commended. 
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Mr Whiteley: I understand he has been promoted 

The Judge: Well, no man deserves it more. 

On PC Lawty being called, the Judge said: I wish to say in public that I admire very 
much your courageous behaviour. You were wounded badly, and stuck to the man. 
The man took a flagstaff and went at you with that, but you would not be denied, and 
did your duty bravely and well. I congratulate you and your promotion and your very 
brave and courageous conduct of yourself. Have you ever been a soldier? 

PC Lawty: Yes 

The Judge (expressively): Oh! (laughter) Where did you learn the ju-jitsu hold? 

Pc Lawty: From the Chief Constable  

Detective. Sergeant Bias said prisoner was a labourer of Leicestershire who started his 
life of crime when 14 years of age. At his house at Windsor the proceeds of eight 
burglaries were found. 

The Judge said the worst part of the case was the way he nocked the constable about 
and he was taking that into consideration more than the burglaries. Prisoner would be 
sentenced to six years penal servitude, which with two years of the unexpired 
sentence would make eight years. 

The court rose at four o’clock 

 

Theft of Boots and Beer 

Surrey Advertiser-Saturday 10 January 1914 

Henry Williams 22 rag and bone collector of Manchester was charged with stealing 
from 104, High Street on Wednesday morning a pair of boots of the value of 17s 6d 
the property of Messrs Foster bros.: also with stealing from a van in the High Street 
about the same time a bottle of beer of the value of 6 ½ the property of Messrs 
Lascelles Tickner and Co.  PC Lawty stated that when in Boxgrove Road on 
Wednesday morning he saw prisoner who had a sack over his shoulder. In answer to a 
question as to what it contained prisoner replied, “Rags”. The constable made the 
prisoner open the sack and inside was a pair of boots and a bottle of beer. On the way 
to the police station prisoner admitted the theft. Evidence was also given by George 
Logan an assistant at Messre Foster Bros., and Morgan Robert Hunt a brewer’s 
drayman. Prisoner was sentenced to 14 days hard labour, seven days for each offence. 

 

Frozen to Death 

Guildford Women’s Plight 

Surrey Advertiser-Monday 26 January 1914 
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The dead body of a middle-aged woman was found on the Hog’s Back in the early 
hours of Saturday morning. It will be recalled that the frost on Friday was particularly 
severe, and there was every indication that the deceased had gone to sleep under some 
bushes in the vicinity of the cemetery. 

The discovery was made by PC Lawty shortly before 5 am. His attention was 
attracted by a woman’s coat near some bushes and on investigation found the body. 
Assistance was summoned and eventually the remains were removed to the mortuary. 

The body was identified as that of Fanny Frampton aged about 43, said to be the 
daughter of a former stationmaster of Farnborough. She lived in Guildford a good 
many years. The facts have been reported to the Borough Coroner who will conduct 
an inquest at the Guildhall this evening. 

Frozen to Death 

Guildford Woman’s Terrible Condition 

Surrey Advertiser Wednesday 28 January 1914 

The inquest was held at the Guildhall on Monday night by the Borough Coroner Mr 
FW Smallpeice.  

Evidence of identification was given by Detective Sergeant Bias, who said deceased 
was a single woman. She had been living a low life and was in a filthy condition. He 
had made enquiries and found that she had a brother abroad whilst her late father was 
the stationmaster at Farnborough. Deceased was seen about 11pm on Friday night 
going up the Mount in the direction of where the body was found. There was 8d in 
cash on her body. 

PC Edward Lawty said he was on the Hog’s back about 4.50 am on Saturday between 
the two cemeteries when he saw a woman’s coat under some bushes. On going to the 
spot he saw deceased lying with her chest bare under some bushes with her head 
towards Farnham. He found she was still warm and he tried artificial respiration, 
which however failed. He went to the nearest house for assistance and later Police 
Sergeant Read, PC Fuller and Dr Milligan arrived on the scene. It was a very cold 
night and had been freezing all the time. 

DR JK Milligan spoke to seeing the body at 6.30am on Saturday. Life was extinct. 
There were no marks of violence on the body. He had never seen a body in such an 
uncared for and filthy condition. Deceased was a debilitated subject. She was a 
chronic alcoholic and had tubercular disease of the lungs. In his opinion death was 
due to exposure. Asked if he examined the brain; the doctor replied in the negative 
whereupon the Coroner expressed the opinion this ought to have been done. 

A verdict in accordance with the medical evidence was returned. 
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Police Activity 

Chief Constable’s interesting report 

West Surrey Times Saturday 07 March 1914 

 

The Chief Constable of Guildford (MR WV Nicholas) in his annual report states that 
86 indictable offences and 378 non-indictable offences were dealt with during 1913 
and 616 summonses served. Of 81 persons proceeded against for drunkenness 25 
were residents of the borough and 20 came from the surrounding villages. The 
fingerprint method of identification had proved most expeditious and accurate. By 
this means 9 out of 17 prisoners charged with indictable offences, whose fingerprints 
were taken were identified as having previously been convicted. The Jiu-Jitsu 
instruction has been found of great practical advantage, several members of the force 
finding the system of great assistance in dealing with violent prisoners, especially PC 
Lawty when he arrested a burglar on Merrow Downs. A considerable amount of 
practice had been made in rifle and revolver shooting. The pistols would not be 
carried by the men unless emergency arose, but would chiefly be used for range 
practice n order to familiarise the men with their use. The number of information and 
letters received was 2,906and the number dispatched 2,836; 1,118 doors and windows 
were found open or insecurely fastened and the occupants notified; and the amount of 
property stolen and obtained by fraud was estimated at £353.18s 8d of which £214 
10s 9d was recovered. During the year 25 inquests were held 

 
Constable Assaulted; Borough Bench 

Surrey Advertiser Saturday 02 May 1914 

West Sussex Gazette Thursday 07 May 1914 

 

Constable assaulted: Albert Buhe a homeless labourer was sent to goal for 14 days 
with hard labour for having been drunk and disorderly and assaulted PC Lawty. 
Prisoner attacked the officer when spoken to about his behaviour hitting him in the 
chest knocking him down on the footpath in the High Street. 

 

The Police Force return to the Colours 

Surrey Advertiser Saturday 8 August 1914 

The Guildford Borough Police Force have sent nine men. They were Police 
Constables Demount, ASC (Aldershot) Manfield RGA Sandown; Goodwin; Yeend; 
Deacon and HJ Gascoigne Coldstream Guards (Chelsea); Macey Scots Guards (The 
Tower) and Lawty Queen Bays (Monmouth). The ninth member PC Brazier is at 
present sick. Their colleagues not on duty accompanied them to the railway station on 
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Wednesday morning and gave them a hearty send off. Owing to the shortness of time 
some of the unmarried officers were unable to visit their homes before re-joining. 

Since the depletion of the ranks of the force men of the fire brigade and special 
constables have been sworn in to take duty. They are easily distinguishable from a red 
badge worn on the arm with the letters “Surrey Police”. 

 

 

 
The following three police officers were killed on active service: 

 

PC 14 William George Deacon, Guildford Borough  
14 September1914 

 
Served as Private 8903 in the 1st Battalion Coldstream Guards and was killed in action 
in France, and is remembered on the La Ferte-Sous-Jouarre Memorial. 
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PC Deacon joined the Guildford Borough on 15 November 1913 aged 22 and was 
sworn in at Guildford on 19th January 1914. His collar number was 14. At the time of 
his appointment he gave his trade as a Soldier with 1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards 
where he had served for three years He resigned to join the Colours on 4th August 
1914 just as the war began, enlisting in Croydon and giving his residence as Ash, Nr 
Martock, Somerset. 

 
 
Age 22 
Height 6’ 
Complexion Fresh 
Hair Brown 
Eyes Blue 
Birth Place East Grinstead, Sussex 
 
 

Additional research by Phil Badham 
 
 
William George Deacon Private 8903 1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards Killed in 
Action 14 September 1914. 
 
William George Deacon was born on 9 February 1891 to William and Emily, and was 
baptised on 26 April that year in East Grinstead, Sussex. At the time the family were 
living at 38 Lower Glenvue Road, in East Grinstead, and were still there in the 1901 
census. By then, three other children had been born to make the Deacons a family 
with eight children. At the time of the 1911 census William, aged 18, was at Victoria 
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Barracks, Victoria Street, Windsor, having joined the Coldstream Guards. On 8 
January 1913 he married Mary Alice Jetten at St George's, Hanover Square, London. 
He joined the Guildford Borough Police, on 15 November that year, as Police 
Constable 14, and was sworn in by the Mayor in Guildford on 19 January 1914. There 
is no other information about his Police service in the Police records as on 4 August 
1914, at the outbreak of the First World War, he resigned from the Force and re-
joined the Coldstream Guards, serving with the 1st Battalion.  
 
On 4 August 1914 the battalion was stationed at Aldershot as part of the 1st (Guards) 
Brigade of the 1st Division. It was mobilised for war and moved to France as part of 
the British Expeditionary Force. The battalion saw action on the Western Front in 
1914, including the Battle of Mons & the subsequent retreat, the Battles of the Marne 
and the Aisne, and the First Battle of Ypres. William was killed in action on 14th 
September 1914. The War Diary for the 1st Battalion for that day states they were in 
action at the Battle of the Aisne, the river Aisne being situated in North Eastern 
France. The Diary states "The battalion acted as advanced guard to the Division and 
was directed to move north over high ground between Vendresse and Paissy, finally 
reaching and taking Cerny-en-Laonnois from which a retirement was ordered after 
dusk. Withdrew behind (south of) Vendresse during the night" The action that day 
cost the Battalion 11 other ranks killed, 10 officers and 180 other ranks wounded and 
1 officer and 162 other ranks missing.  
 
At first William was posted as wounded and then later as missing but subsequently 
was presumed killed. The Surrey Advertiser newspaper of 15 May 1915 published an 
article, which stated he had been posted as missing on 14 September 1914. It 
mentioned “one of his friends, [Private] Golding, also of the Coldstream Guards, who 
was now on sick furlough, had reported that:  
 
"At 7.30 on the morning of September 14th, the company was ordered to advance up 
a narrow gully to the heights above the Aisne, to hold the hill close to the village of 
Vendresse. There was no supporting artillery and as the men arrived at the top they 
were simply shot down”.  
 
Private Deacon was shot and killed instantaneously. Private Golding and several 
others were taken prisoners but subsequently they overpowered their guard and 
escaped. Those who were left on the field that night were stripped of all papers and of 
their identification discs, so that when three days later, the burying party was sent to 
fetch them away, they could not be identified. Fortunately, Private Golding was one 
of the burying party and he knew and was able to identify several, among them 
including Private Deacon.  
 
They were buried in the churchyard at Vendresse by a Church of England clergyman, 
in a large grave facing east over the Aisne valley. In spite of their seeming failure, this 
hill was never lost, so Private Golding says, until it was finally handed over to the 
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French when the British troops left the Aisne valley, so that the lives given so nobly 
were not given in vain. Private Deacon leaves a widow and little son". William was 
aged 23.  
 
Records of the Army Register of Soldiers' Effects of 1919 shows that William left to 
his wife a total of £12 3s 6d which included a £5 army gratuity. He is commemorated 
on the La Ferte-Sous-Jouarre Memorial, Seine-et-Marne, France, which is 66km east 
of Paris, which displays the names of 3,740 officers and men of the BEF who fell in 
the battles of Mons, Le Cateau, the Marne and the Aisne during August to October 
1914.  
 

PC 20 Sidney Charles Macey Guildford Boroughs 
Killed in action aged 28 on 2 November 1914 Ypres Salient 

 
PC Macey served as Private 6426 of the 1st Battalion Scots Guards dying aged 28 in 
the defence of Ypres Salient. He was the husband of Ada H. Macey, of “Highrough,” 
Mountside, Guildford and is remembered on Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial He 
enlisted in Southampton and gave his residence as Salisbury.  
 
 

  
Photo Taken 29 November 1911 

 
   
Sidney Macey joined Guildford Borough on 8th February 1909 aged 23, and was 
sworn in on 22nd March 1909 before Messrs Gibson and Salisbury at Guildford Town 
Hall. His appointment number was 64 and his collar number 20. At the time of his 
appointment he gave his trade as Butcher and that he had had 3 years service with the 
2nd Battalion, Scots Guards. During his service he was promoted from 4th class to 1st 
class Constable. On 21st November 1911 for neglect of duty in not reporting a found 
locket on 14th November he was stopped one days leave by the CC. 
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Age 23 Height 6`1” Complexion Fresh Hair  
Dark Brown Eyes Dark Blue Birth Place Salisbury 
 
The Menin Gate is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders, which 
cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. Broadly speaking, the Salient stretched 
from Langemarck in the north to the northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, 
but it varied in area and shape throughout the war. The Salient was formed during the 
First Battle of Ypres in October and November 1914, when a small British 
Expeditionary Force succeeded in securing the town before the onset of winter, 
pushing the German forces back to the Passchendaele Ridge. (CWGC site) 
 
 

 
Menin Gate Memorial: Visited by Dave Powell June 2011 

Additional research by Phil Badham 
 

 
He was born 1885/1886 in Chilmark near Salisbury, Wiltshire to Edwin and Emma 
Macey (nee Macey!), and was baptised on 29th January 1886 in the local parish. His 
parents had a total of four children. In 1901 Sidney was still living with his parents in 
Chilmark and working as a groom but joined the 1st Battalion, Scots Guards, on 2 
February 1906. After 3 years’ service, he left to join the Guildford Borough Police, 
and was appointed on 8 February 1909 and sworn in as Constable 20, by the Mayor, 
at Guildford Town Hall, on 22 March that year. In his time with Guildford Borough 
Police he rose from Constable 4th Class to Constable 1st Class. The only notice on his 
Police service record states he was stopped one day’s leave in November 1911 for 
having failed to report a found locket. The 1911 census shows that Sidney was at that 
time living at 29 Testard Road, Guildford, lodging with the Lawrence family. Sidney 
married Ada Harriet Watt on 26 December 1912, at the Parish Church in the parish of 
Stoke-Next- Guildford.  
 
He served in the Police until he resigned to re-join the Scots Guards on 4th August 
1914, at the outbreak of the First World War. The battalion were stationed in 
Aldershot, but left for Le Havre, France, on 13 August 1914. By 24 August, the 
battalion, as part of the British Expeditionary Force, was already being deployed to 
assist with the retirement of British and French troops in the face of the German 
advance.  
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On Saturday 10 October 1914 the Surrey Advertiser newspaper reported that Mrs 
Macey, Stanley's wife, had received a letter from him on the previous Thursday, in 
which he indicated he was well but had the misfortune to have lost his brother, Private 
F Macey, who'd been in action with the Coldstream Guards. By 15 October the 
Battalion was near the village of Vendresse, having already lost 9 officers, with 206 
other ranks killed, wounded and missing.  
 
From 21 October through to the early days of November the battalion saw action in 
the Bixschoote area north of Ypres and were involved in the heavy fighting on the 
outskirts of Ypres, along the Menin Road, in the vicinity of the village of Gheluvelt, 
in the efforts of the BEF to stem the German advance. During the fighting Sidney was 
taken prisoner and was reported to have died from wounds during November 1914, at 
the age of 28. Records show Sidney's brother, Frederick George Macey, 4 years 
younger, had been killed in action on 8th September 1914 whilst serving with the 1st 
Battalion, Coldstream Guards. The Register of Soldiers' Effects shows that Stanley 
left to his wife a total of £11 3s 2d which included a £5 army gratuity.  
 
But the date Stanley died is in question, the Commonwealth War Graves records 
show it as 2 November 1914 whereas the Register of Soldiers' Effects as 30 
November 1914; both agree he was a prisoner of war. However, the Woking News 
and Mail of 6 August 1915 stated it was the 14 November. Its article says "The War 
Office intimation simply states that he was "killed in action", but a private letter 
received from Geneva gives fuller particulars of the gallant soldier's death.  
 
Pte Macey received two serious wounds at Ypres on October 28th when his company 
was completely surrounded and when nearly all those who were not killed or 
wounded were taken prisoners. The last seen of Macey was as he lay wounded on the 
field. He was taken prisoner by the Germans, removed to a hospital and on November 
14th died of his wounds. Pte Macey leaves a widow and among members of the 
police force with whom he was very popular, the news of his death has been received 
with much regret." Stanley was aged 28 and his final resting place being unknown. He 
is commemorated on the Menin Gate memorial at Ypres.  
 
  

PC 23 Henry John Gascoyne DCM Guildford Borough 
Killed in Action age 35 on the 1.1. 1917 

Sergeant Major6 
 

                                                
6 They Guarded Guildford Richard Ford 1969 
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PC Gascoyne served as a Sergeant number 3360 in the 1st Battalion 
Coldstream Guards and was awarded a Distinguished Conduct Medal a very 
high award for a non-commissioned officer. He was killed in action in France 

when aged 35 the son of John Henry Gascoyne, of Leamington, Warwickshire; 
husband of Nellie Elsie Yarnall (formerly Gascoyne), of Lloyds Bank Chambers, 
Henrietta St., London. PC Gascoyne was a former Constable, Guildford Police Force. 
He is buried in the Sailly-Saillisel British Cemetery He enlisted in Warwick having 
resigned from the Borough on 4th August 1914 as war broke out to join the Colours.  
 
He joined Guildford Borough on 22nd February 1907 aged 25, and was sworn in at the 
town’s police station before the Mayor J. Baker Esq. On 7th March 1907. His 
appointment number was 61 and his collar number 23. At the time of his appointment 
he gave his trade as Carpenter, although he had previously served for seven years with 
the Coldstream Guards. During his service he was promoted from 4th class to 1st class  
Constable. 

 

   
 

First photo has PCs HJ Gascoyne standing and sitting is PC J Gascoyne. Centre 
is Henry and on the right PC H Gascoyne.  Photo taken 29 November 1911 

Are they brothers? 
 
Age 25 
Height 5’ 11 ½” 
Complexion Fresh 
Hair Brown 
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Eyes Brown 
Birth Place St Johns, Leamington, Warwickshire 
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Additional research by Phil Badham 
 
 

Henry John Gascoyne 3360 1Battalion Coldstream Guards was killed in action aged 
35 years on the 1 January 1917. Born Leamington Warwickshire in  1882/83, son of 
John Henry Gascoyne and Annie Elizabeth Gascoyne (nee Griffin), his parents having 
a total of nine children. In 1899 aged about 16/17, he joined the Coldstream Guards 
and served for seven years.  
 
As a Corporal, Gascoyne was awarded the Queens South Africa Medal and the Kings 
South Africa medal. The first was awarded to military personnel who served in the 
Boer War in South Africa between October 1899 and May 1902, and the second for 
those in theatre after 1 January 1902 and had completed 18 months’ service by 1 June 
that year. He was based in London when on 22 February 1907 when he was appointed 
to the Guildford Borough Police and served, as Police Constable 23 but was not 
sworn in until 7 March 1908 by the Mayor at Guildford Police Station.  
 
On 10 November 1908, aged 25, he married Nellie Balchin (aged 19) at St Saviours 
Church, Guildford. Nellie was from Guildford and the 1901 records showed she lived 
at that time with her parents at 122 Addison Road, Guildford. In later years Nellie 
appears in the records as Nellie Elsie Yarnall (formally Gascoyne) of Lloyds Bank 
Chambers, Henrietta St., London. In 1911 Henry and Nellie lived with their 3-year-
old nephew Archie Love, at 2 Mary Rd, Guildford.  
 
In his Police service he rose from Constable 4th Class to Constable 1st Class by 
February 1911. He was twice commended for stopping runaway horses in Guildford. 
However, his record wasn’t spotless; he was reprimanded for partaking of 
refreshments in a public house whilst on duty (for which he was fined 5 shillings), 
and for "gossiping" with another Constable whilst on duty (he lost one day's leave as 
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punishment). On 4 August 1914, at the outbreak of the First World War, he re-joined 
the Coldstream Guards serving with the 1st Battalion as a Private.  
 
In August 1914 the Battalion was stationed at Aldershot as part of the 1st (Guards) 
Brigade of the 1st Division. They mobilised for war and moved to France as part of 
the British Expeditionary Force. It was engaged in various actions on the Western 
Front, including in 1914 The Battle of Mons and the subsequent retreat, The Battles 
of the Marne, the Aisne and the First Battle of Ypres. In 1915, the battalion saw 
action at the Battle of Aubers, and the Battle of Loos; the following year saw them 
fighting at the Battles of Albert, Bazentin, Pozieres, Flers-Courcelette and The Battle 
of Morval.  
 
In 1915, Henry Gascoyne was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM). 
The notice appeared on page 6132 of the London Gazette dated 23 June 1915 with the 
notice: "The King has been graciously pleased to approve of the award of the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal...for acts of gallantry and devotion to duty whilst 
serving with the Expeditionary Force in France and Flanders". On 30 June the Gazette 
published the citation (on page 6377) and that the award was "For conspicuous 
gallantry throughout the campaign in continually volunteering for dangerous patrol 
work, and bringing in valuable information".  
 
He was promoted to Company Sergeant Major, which was published in the 
Leamington Spar Courier on 30th April 1915, along with reference to his DCM and 
his father’s address of ("Modwena") no. 78 Tachbrook Street, Leamington Spa. 
During the last week of August 1915, Henry received the award at a ceremony at 
Windsor Castle. In the summer of 1916 Henry was invalided home from the front 
with rheumatic fever, and, after some months in hospital, served as a Sergeant 
Instructor at Windsor. He returned to the front on 21 September that year. He was 
twice offered a commission but turned it down.  
 
Henry was killed in action on 1 January 1917 aged 34 and was buried in the British 
Cemetery at Sailly-Saillisel on the Somme in France. The Battalion War Diary for 
31st December 1916/1st January 1917 states: 31st Dec. Place Maltzhorn, 
"[Companies] paraded at 4pm and marched up to Combles area and were distributed 
as follows - No 1 [Company] T18 Central, No 2 [Company] Haie Wood No 3 & 4 
[Companies] in Combles trenches. 1st Jan 1917 Place Combles, "No 2 & 3 
[Companies] went on carrying fatigue to Saillisel Chateau during the morning. 
Relieved 3rd [Battalion, Coldstream Guards] in the line. Relief complete 8.10pm. No 
2 [Company] right front No 1 [Company] left front, No 3 [Company] support & No 4 
[Company] Reserve".  
 
His wife received a letter from another pre-War Guildford Constable, serving in the 
Coldstream Guards, Signaller Bruce Goodwin, which was published in the Surrey 
Advertiser newspaper of 17th January 1917, explaining what happened to her 
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husband. "With the sincerest regret I am writing to tell you that poor old Harry was 
killed on the night of the 1st of this month. At the time I was putting a telephone in 
the front line and seeing a stretcher pass, asked who it was. They said "[Sergeant] 
Gascoyne". I had a look and he was quite dead. Harry was looking at a gap in the wire 
when a flare light went up and he and the man with him both jumped into a shell hole. 
A sniper fired at them and the bullet penetrated Harry's brain. When we were relieved 
after our tour in the trenches I went and saw his grave. It is situated at the back of a 
chateau at ------, with a neat cross at the head. [Sergeant] Semcox and the men of his 
platoon join me in offering you our sincerest sympathy in your sad loss. He was a 
good chum and a splendid soldier". Mrs Gascoyne also received a letter of sympathy 
from Henry's Captain, Cecil Green, and the Reverend F W Head, the chaplain who 
conducted Henry's burial service. Captain Green said Henry was "far away the best 
sergeant in my company and I feel his loss both as a soldier and a friend. To my mind 
he was the ideal of what a soldier should be."  
 
The following officers were also called to the Colours on the outbreak of war: 
 

 
Believed to be PC Yeend 
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Inspector Yeend Guildford Borough Police  

 

 
PC Truelove and PC Demount Guildford Borough also recalled to the Colours  
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Guildford Borough date unknown PC Truelove and PC Demount 

 

 

Members of the Police Force on Service – PC Goodwin 

Surrey Advertiser-Saturday 21 November 1914 
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PS Goodwin Surrey Ad June 12 1937 Guildford Borough 
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DS Fountain and DS Manfield Guildford Borough Police who returned to the 
Colours August 1914 returning to continue his career with the Borough 

 

Missing 

Surrey Advertiser-Saturday 26 September 1914 
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Policeman Soldiers 

PC Lawty and Police Sergeant Emery Guildford Borough Police  

Surrey Advertiser-Wednesday 18 November 1914 

 

 
 

King’s Police Medal 

Surrey Advertiser-Monday 4 January 1915 
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King’s Police Medal for Gallentry 

 

Corporal Lawty Home 

Surrey Advertiser-Monday 11 November 1918 

Corporal Edwin Lawty Dragoon Guards a former member of the Guildford Borough 
Police has been repatriated from Germany and arrived at his home in Guildford on 
Friday. He was taken prisoner four years and three months ago at Valenciennes and 
was in Germany up to seven months ago when he was transferred to Holland. 
Corporal Lawty suffered considerable privations while in Germany especially as 
regard to food and states that he was  a “bag of bones” when he left that country for 
Holland. He is now expecting his discharge from the Army and will, we understand, 
be leaving Guildford 

Note: The Guildford Borough Police records do not indicate that Lawty re-joined the 
Force.7 

 

 

From Barrie Friend, Battlefield Tour Guide8 
 
I thought I'd try to trace which POW camp(s) he spent time in. I have not been 
successful. The 'repatriated POW from Germany' Red Cross POW records say that 
6540 Cpl E Lawty ( spelt Lawtry) 2 Dragoon Guards, arrived in the UK on 1st 
November 1918 and the embarkation officer at Canterbury recorded 'gsw head arms' 
(note: is that gunshot wounds) and 'wounds. sev [severe]'. Lawty was admitted to 
King George Hospital, Stamford St, SE1 on the same day. 
 
A large number of other POWs were repatriated on the same day, many with severe 
wounds, and admitted to the same hospital. I feel that the wounds would have been 
                                                
7 Email Robert Simonson Surrey History Centre Woking 17 July 2019  to Robert Bartlett ref:  
9152/2/4/2/1 
8 Email 10 July 2019 Barrie Friend MA 
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recent - any received prior to capture would by now have healed. They would have 
been serious enough for Lawty to be admitted to hospital but not of such a nature as to 
prevent his re-joining in the RASC seven months later.  
 
This raised some interesting points for me. Where and how did he receive his 
wounds? How did he become repatriated as a POW? Was it the nature of the wounds? 
After capture during the war many seriously wounded were, through the Red Cross, 
repatriated or sent to a neutral country - Holland often. The war was still being 
fought on 1st November 1918 and the Germans were on the retreat (Hundred Days To 
Victory). Plans about a ceasefire were being discussed behind the scenes.  
 
The 2nd Dragoons took part in this retreat and no doubt a number of them were 
wounded, maybe some with 'a Blighty one' and if Lawty had not been a POW this 
may give an answer to his arriving in the UK on 1st November. The Medal Rolls 
Index Card is clear that he was taken POW on 28 November 1914 having entered the 
theatre of war on 15 August 1914. 
 
Maybe the POW record date is not accurate. 
 
Lawty had spent most of the war as a POW but unfortunately the Red Cross records 
don't say which camp(s) he was incarcerated in. This is a little unusual. Wherever it 
was would have been it would not have reached the standard of a Butlin's. 
 
 
Census and Electoral Roll9 
 
In 1891 Edwin is shown as 8 months old and was born in Hunmanby, Yorkshire and 
living with his father, Edwin A. Lawty and his mother Mary Elizabeth Lawty together 
with several siblings. I do not have a date of birth, but as he was 8 months old when 
the census was taken, (5 April) he was probably born in September 1890. They were 
living at 21 Bridlington Street, Hunmanby and his father's occupation is shown as 
waiter at inn. 
 
In 1901, they were at the same address but the husband is shown as Edward 
Anderson, also an inn waiter! 
 
In 1911, he is listed as a private in the 2 Dragoon Guards (Queens Bays) at Aldershot 
Camp. 
 
After World War One in the electoral rolls, he is listed as living at 107 Cline Road, 
Guildford (As these are not censuses, occupation is not shown.) 
 
 
Posted 12 December 2012 10 
                                                
9 Email John Molyneaux to Robert Bartlett 10 July 2019 
10 https://www.greatwarforum.org/topic/188122-2nd-dragoon-guards-1914-pows/ 
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From my records, I have noted the following members of the 2nd Dragoon Guards as 
being made POW (as opposed to missing, many of whom proved to be fatal 
casualties) in 1914: - 
6436 Pte Harry ANSCOMBE (29/10/1914) 
7891 Pte Arthur G ASH (02/09/1914) 
4298 Pte James A BERESFORD (23/08/1914) 
4255 Pte W T BULL (29/08/1914) 
2670 Pte Thomas L BURKE (23/08/1914) 
6028 Pte George H BURTON (29/08/1914) 
2366 Pte Frederick Walter GARRICK (02/09/1914) 
6408 Pte Albert HOMES (26/08/1914) 
7322 Pte Ernest B JUSTICE (26/08/1914) 
7513 Pte Edwin KENT (31/10/1914) 
6540 Pte Edwin LAWTY (26/11/1914) 
3713 Pte Edward P MAY (01/09/1914) 
5065 Pte Henry D O'KEEFE (26/08/1914) 
4898 Pte Edward W REYNOLDS (26/08/1914) 
7041 Pte Thomas RILEY (31/10/1914) 
6423 LCpl Percy ROCKER (31/10/1914) 
8090 Pte Joseph RONAYNE (31/10/1914) 
5162 Pte George C STEWARD (29/08/1914) 
Sources are from a combination of the late claims for the Queen Mary Christmas Tin, 
1914 Star Medal Roll, Medal Index Cards and the War Diary. 
 
 
King's Police Medal (KPM) England and Wales Police Forces11 

• Joseph Greedy, Constable, Somersetshire Constabulary. 
• Edwin Lawty, Constable, Guildford Borough Police. 
• William Wiltshire, Constable, Wolverhampton Borough Police. 
 

                                                
11 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1915_New_Year_Honours 
 


