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John Worgan 
 

Retired police constable career dog handler who died 15 February 
2015 of age of 68 

 
Served 11 September 1968 to 14 March 1997 

 
Member Police Staff upon retirement in the Police Dog Training 

School at Mount Browne 
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On a day when the funerals of four members of the Surrey Constabulary took place, 
John’s funeral was held at Eastbourne Crematorium on a bright, sunny afternoon of 
early spring. Every seat was taken and many more friends and family were standing to 
pay their respects to a good family man who had served Surrey well over his many 
years as a dog handler. Six friends and family acted as pallbearers and they passed 
serving dog handlers with their police dogs. The inspector from Sussex who is now in 
charge of both Sussex and Surrey Dog Sections was present as were the stalwarts of 
the early days, Stan Wood MBE and Fred Booker. There were so many familiar faces 
that time had not wearied and were immediately recognised. Denis and Julie Turner 
had travelled from France. Terry Ashcroft told of the family feel of the old Surrey 
Constabulary and within that family there was an even closer group made up of dog 
handlers with their own ways of working, culture, relationships and deep friendships 
forged often in difficult and dangerous times. 
 
The funeral was led by Malcolm Bacon a Funeral Celebrant, and retired member of 
the Sussex Police. Terry Ashcroft spoke of some of the scrapes, the good times and 
excellent police work that John was involved in during his service which finished 
when he was an instructor at the South East Region Dog Training School at Mount 
Browne. 
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John had been ill for some time with a debilitating series of illnesses throughout 
which he lived his life as best he could, remaining positive and cheerful, content to be 
with his family and close friends.   
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1973 
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1975 
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1976 
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Dog Section 1978 - note the helmets Page, Martin, Proctor, Davey, Blackman, Taylor, 
Hill, Booker, Wood, Ford, Simmonds, Bagley, Humphries, Morgan, Cuts, Cast, 
Young, Martin, Worgan, Norman, Salter, Kendall, Turner, Young, Cooper, Griffiths, 
Edwards 
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1993 

 
September 1990 sponsored dog walk for Great Ormond Street Dog section 
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1990 John first on right sat down 

 

 
1992 Dog Trials 
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Inspector John Beavis moving on! 

 
1993 behind Mrs Mike Juniper at Mike’s retirement 
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John sixth from the left front row 

 
Retired Fred Booker Roger Martin John Worgan in 2012  
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1969 September: PC D Shepherd, DI L Phillips, DS G Smith and PC G Queen 
awarded the Queen’s Commendation for Brave Conduct in recognition of their 
courage in the arrest of an armed man. Len Phillips: Chris Rowe was in charge of this 
operation, the culprit had been given a bottle of whiskey by his mother whilst in 
hospital he drank it discharged himself and went on a rampage with a loaded shotgun. 
He eventually holed up in a social centre. Me, Gordon Smith, Dave Sheppard and 
Gerry Queen went in at the rear and made the arrest. Unfortunately the police dog was 
mortally wounded. I believe that during the incident a police car had its windows 
blown out. The shooting was at Egham I think it was Hythe Social Centre. Gordon 
Smith and I had just got back from Wales where we had been for some weeks 
investigating cattle rustling and theft of JCBs and other large items of earth moving 
equipment, which was being taken to Haverforwest by a pair of ex-Chertsey brothers 
who had a farm there. We picked up the incident on the force radio and just went 
along to see what was happening.  
 

Mick Juniper:  The incident happened at Pooly Green, 
Egham at a social club.  It came about as a result of 
some sort of domestic dispute and the first officer on 
the scene before he became a dog handler was John 
Davey.  As he approached the club the offender 
discharged the weapon at him, which was a single 
barrelled shotgun. The incident developed and an 
ACC took charge of the operation, I believe it was 
Rowe. By this time the offender was outside the 
premises, still armed but stationary.  Dave Shepherd 
was instructed to deploy Idol who ran to the man but 

hesitated on his approach.   As Dave relates the story Idol was intending to stand out 



	
   19	
  

on the offender who then shot at the dog at close range, the shot entering at the top of 
the dog’s muzzle shattering his lower jaw.  I was called out from home at that time 
but prior to my arrival Dave and another officer had "dealt" with offender and he was 
in custody with check chain injuries to his face and was hospitalised.  Idol was taken 
to a vet who decided his injuries where such that the only course was to put the dog 
down. Dave was subsequently honoured along with other officers and I also believe 
Idol got some sort of canine award.   
 
‘Timber’ Wood: The story was that the dog was sent in against a man with a 
shotgun.  Instead of going in for the arm, it was thought that the dog circled and 
barked thinking it was a stick.  The dog, named Bowesmoor Idol, was shot and later 
destroyed.  We were offered a gift puppy, which David and I went to look at and we 
bought it home.  It was trained but David never got on with it because it was a little 
soft as a youngster and after his experience he wanted a harder dog.  Dave came off 
the section and resigned and later joined BAA Police at Gatwick.  The gift dog was to 
become John Worgan’s first police dog with which he had great success both 
operational and in police dog trials. 
 
1973 October: Oxted PC Chris Kearsey was shot in the face and a siege followed 
broken by deploying CS Gas Bob Sinden: I only attended one operational Gas and 
Gun Squad incident.  This was at Oxted when a young PC was shot through the 
face.  The PC was only helping a bailiff serve a writ on some old man over a 
boundary dispute.  The G & G squad surrounded the house and Wally Simmons tried 
talking him out.  The old boy smashed the glass out of his kitchen window with his 
gun barrel and took pot shots at us in the garden. It was like the wild and woolly west.  
We eventually put in enough CS gas to evacuate the Albert Hall and went in after 
him.  He put up a fight snatching off a couple of our gas masks, one was mine, but we 
eventually dragged him out.   We were taken off to Redhill General Hospital to be 
decontaminated.  I remember this pretty young nurse leaning over me bathing my face 
and eyes with tears running down her cheeks. It was the CS gas wafting from my hair!  
 
Alan Bridgeman: In 1973 PC Chris Kearsey was shot in the face when attending a 
house to serve a summons on an OAP. The offender was aggrieved that the local 
council or some such wanted money from him, and vented his spleen on the first 
enemy representative to arrive at his door – a uniform PC. The occupant used a 
shotgun, and a major incident developed as officers attended to arrest him. PC John 
Worgan attended as a dog handler, and I’m sure he can tell a fine tale of what 
happened amongst the CS gas sprays inside the house; I seem to recall that while 
PSUs gathered outside, the offender’s wife carried on doing the ironing inside – but 
then I wasn’t there! I’m glad to report that Chris is still with us, and still riding a 
motorcycle with considerable skill – and he still looks lovely!  
 
John Molyneux: On the Sunday that Chris Kearsey was shot in the face, I was desk 
sergeant at Reigate and Arthur Crawford was my inspector. We were both members 
of the force firearms squad, and after drawing our revolvers from the armoury, went 
to the scene. A standoff ensued and permission was sought of the chief constable for 
CS gas to be used. Permission was given and Inspector Crawford fired CS into the 
bedroom of the house. The ammunition set the curtains alight. When Chief Constable 
Peter Matthews was informed, he was not amused. However, this ended the siege, the 
man was arrested and the curtains extinguished.  
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Bob Sinden was one of the founder members of the police firearms team. He formed a 
part of what was called the Gas Squad. Chris Kersey was shot in the face with a 
shotgun as he knocked on the front door of a house. The perpetrator who was in his 
seventies then withdrew into the house threatening anyone who came near. After a 
lengthy siege it was decided that the police should go into the house and get him out. 
He had been firing from the house at police officers outside. PC Dave Bowden fired 
in the gas, and Arthur Crawford, Roger Weedon, Bob Sinden and others made the 
entry and the man was arrested. There was a hard fight during which the suspect 
pulled off Bob’s gas mask. It was all a bit grim. At one point Arthur Crawford was a 
split second away from opening fire; Bob was the one who had staggered into his line 
of fire. The suspect fired numerous shots from the house and in a similar situation to 
the earlier siege at Tranquil Dale; the superintendent was to be gassed. He stood too 
close to an airbrick in the wall as the gas was fired into the premises. Also as the gas 
was fired the curtains caught on fire a problem to be repeated on other occasions 
when these hot rounds were used. Chris Kearsley survived and was to return to work 
in due course. 
 
1973 October 6: Riot Gas as Three Hour Drama ends: Two policemen were 
injured during the incident at Westerham Road, Oxted which was ended after CS gas 
was deployed into a house where a pensioner aged 70 lived with his sister. The siege 
began after two police constables tried to accompany bailiffs to serve a High Court 
arrest warrant. A gun was fired and soon armed police; some sheltering behind riot 
shields surrounded the house. Police led by Christopher Rowe the Assistant Chief 
Constable of Surrey and a local curate appealed through a loudspeaker for the man to 
come out. The siege ended when police with axes stormed the house as more CS gas 
cartridges were fired through front and back windows. At least five shots were fired 
from the house. Police moved in after giving a five-minute ultimatum. An officer 
wearing riot gear and a gas mask ran up to within 30 feet of the house and sheltering 
behind a wall fired four gas rounds.  A man and a woman were taken from the house 
to an ambulance. A loaded shotgun was later found. 1 

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
1 1973 October 6: Surrey Advertiser 
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Left to right: PS Dave Bowden, Inspector Arthur Crawford and dog handler PC 

Worgen (Sunday Telegraph 7 October 1973) 

 
Women taken out on a stretcher and left the prisoner being removed. Note the 

lack of equipment – just a tunic and a gas mask!  
 
1984 May 27: An intruder was disturbed at a house and PC John Worgan responded 
with his police dog Luke and began a track. After some considerable distance the 
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suspect was seen and after a warning Luke was sent after him and contained him by 
circling and barking. The suspect kicked Luke hard and made off but the dog 
recovered chased the suspect and stopped him. He was found in possession of 
property from the burglary. 
 


