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Inspector H. A. Atkins 

Reigate Borough Police 

Surrey Mirror and County Post 20 April 1951 

 

Two more links with the old Reigate Borough Police Force were severed last weekend by the 

retirement of Supt. W H Beacher (who was Chief Constable of the Borough prior to its 

merger with the Surrey Constabulary and Inspector HA Atkins. 

Harold Arthur Atkins was born at Merstham where his mother an father still live, in 1901, 

went to school at Merstham until he was fourteen and subsequently worked for the Monotype 

Corporation at Salfords before joining on the 8
th

 April 1921, the Borough Police Force of 

which the late Mr J. Metcalfe was the Head Constable, thus achieving the distinction of being 

the recruit born nearest to the Borough (Merstham had not then been taken into Reigate). He 

was stationed at Redhill, where he was promoted sergeant in March 1934 after serving a 

period as Acting Sergeant, and in 1937, with the clouds of war threatening he was seconded 

to ARP duties. That job completed he returned to his police duties in July 1940 as an 

Inspector in charge of Redhill division where in the words of his superintendent “He did a 

very good job, taking an interest not only in police efficiency but in welfare and sport. 
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Chief Constable Metcalfe 

First Aid, ARP and Sport 

Mr Atkins captained the Police first aid team for several years and they won the Colman Cup 

on a number of occasions, the A S Williams Cup at Brighton in 1936 and went on to reach in 

that year the final of the Pym trophy. In 1938 Mr Atkins won an individual first aid cup at the 

Wimbledon open ambulance festival. By that time he was involved in the Borough’s ARP 

preparations and gained his Instructor’s first class certificate at the Fallfield Training School. 

He was responsible for the training of large numbers of ARP personnel and was an efficient 

and was an efficient and humorous lecturer to gatherings of as many as 800 ARP helpers at a 

time in the Majestic and Odeon cinemas. By special request of his former employers he went 

to the Monotype Works to train with their ARP and decontamination squads. With Mr Janes, 

Chief Sanitary Inspector of the Borough he was responsible for the staging of the first black-

out ARP exercise in the country, one which was attended by several observers, Chief 

Constables, Town Clerks, Borough officials and ARP officers from all over the south of 

England, who were taken to the various “incidents” in coaches. His police work earned him 

many commendations his first from the Watch Committee for diligence at a fire, coming 

within a month of his joining the Force. Both Chief Constables’ he served under commended 

him on (Note: The press cutting ends at this point) 
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Reigate Borough Police World War Two 
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