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And some there be, which have no memorial; who are perished, as though they had never 

been; and are become as though they had never been born; and their children after them. 

But these were merciful men, whose righteousness has not been forgotten.  

Ecclesiastics 44:9 1769 Oxford King James Bible Authorized Version 

 

 

 
Reigate Borough Police, Guildford Borough Police, Surrey Constabulary  
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Introduction  

 

The purpose of this project is to draw together what information could be found on all 

those men from the Surrey Constabulary, Reigate Borough Police and Guildford 

Borough Police who served in the First and Second World Wars. It grew as all such 

things do to include bravery awards; those honoured for their service and recorded 

deaths for officers on duty in peace and war. This had a spin off in that information 

came to light on a whole range of officers who have showed through their dedication a 

considerable contribution to policing, the armed forces or both. Those potted 

biographies in the main body of the document are mostly where new information has 

been recovered. There are many, many more who could be included. Very many more! 

The first part therefore, is a miscellany of considerable characters, officers who left a 

mark on their comrades, many who time if not their families, has forgotten. It is 

believed that there has been some success in accumulating the names and particular 

information on all those who went off to the Great War with details set down in the 

appendices.  

 

One such officer is Robert Lawrence a PC in the Reigate Borough Police who died in 

1919 after four years in the Military Foot Police and having been promoted sergeant. 

Mentioned in Despatches twice and the recipient of the Meritorious Service Medal, PC 

Lawrence notified the Borough of his resignation on the 30 April 1919 a few weeks 

before he died in a military hospital. (Officers called to the Colours remained on the 

books of police forces with military service counting towards their pension.) The officer 

appears on no police memorial and it has been thought that no one from Reigate 

Borough died in the war. Robert clearly did, a fact acknowledged by the 

Commonwealth War Graves, his name being on Streatham war memorial near his home 

and the fact that he died in a military hospital in London. The process of obtaining a 

memorial to be placed alongside the others lost in the two wars has begun.  

 

It is not possible to remember all those who have served in the county and borough 

police forces that policed Surrey outside the Metropolitan Police District. Names can 

be gleaned from registers but for most there are no photographs or written records of 

their times in the Service. Policing is not like the military that take great pride in their 

past and honour the memory of those who served. It is difficult to understand why 

police officers are so reticent about recording and preserving their history. If the Surrey 

Constabulary had been a military unit there would be shelves of books devoted to its 

history. It is a challenge to find an history of policing in any good bookshop though 

there are very many tales of daring do! Instead there are acres of pulp fiction detective 

novels or outrageously presented so-called ñTrue Crimeò! 

 

For those caught up in great wars there are records especially of those killed. Officers 

on duty who are involved in accidents or are murdered can rightly be recalled and with 

the help of press cuttings in some cases, a great deal of information is there to be 
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gleaned. Much is down to chance survivals, photos on the mantelpiece, or a file in the 

loft, the occasional family memoir. Often rescued from the skip! Much has been lost 

forever. 

 

This research has examples of those men, long gone, whose lives have been recovered 

by research and understanding of the past. All the entries have been newly researched 

or where something was already known, expanded.  

 

At a time when the Surrey Police is forecasting a return to more traditional local 

policing with possibly 250 recruits in three years, some of them may read this paper 

and begin to understand the incredibly high standard of the many that have gone before. 

With these exemplars, recruits can strive in their service to the community to achieve 

the highest standards in the tradition of the police service of United Kingdom. 

 

The reader should carefully consider what is revealed about the quality of the people 

involved in our history. The image of the blundering, ignorant, overweight, servile 

officer on a bike could not be further from the truth. These were quality people with a 

wide range of attributes not the least of which was courage, tenacity and pride in what 

they did. Comradeship, looking out for each other, friendships for life forged in 

adversity. But it was not all hardship. There was a great deal of laughter, fun, sport and 

social life.  Look at the photos of the early constables. They radiate confidence and self-

respect. Hard men undertaking a hard Job! It has never been easy. It has always been a 

violent, harsh, bloody existence undertaking societyôs dirty work. And the shift work! 

But most once committed to the life would do nothing else and would willingly start 

all over again. 

 

Much of this work has been a team effort, each with particular knowledge they have 

willingly shared. Without their hours of commitment this history could not have been 

uncovered. In no particular order: Dee Hutchison, Secretary Friends of Surrey Infantry 

and Queens Royal Surrey Regiment; Barry Friend First World War historian and 

battlefield tour guide; Richard Callaghan, Curator Royal Military Police Museum; John 

Molyneaux, Tony Hines, and Henry Pelham the great, great grandson of Inspector 

Donaldson, killed on duty and his wife Jean; Tony Collman, Robert Simonson SCC 

History Centre at Woking. Thank you for helping to preserve our history. 

 

It is hoped this work will be seen as a mark of respect for those that went before in the 

blue serge. 

 

Robert Bartlett  

Brockham 

October 2020 v2 
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The Research Team 

 

As always in life, the best results come from a team effort: 

 

Robert Bartlett former member Surrey Constabulary, with additional research by Barrie 

Friend a battlefield tour guide; Jean and Henry Pelham descendants of Inspector 

Donaldson the demons of press reports and family history; with assistance enhancing 

photographs, former Surrey Constabulary Peter May. Supported by Richard Callaghan, 

curator of the Royal Military Police Museum; Dee Hutchison, Secretary Friends of 

Surrey Infantry Museum. Robert Simonson, Surrey History Centre, Woking. Tony 

Collman for badges and uniforms. And all those other researchers, family members of 

former officers and contributors I hope get some sense of achievement from this work. 

If I have used material without permission I apologise, it is not always easy to find 

ownership of sources. This is not a profit-making venture and is undertaken solely as a 

memorial to these fine men who have served their county and country. 
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The Police Forces of Surrey During Wartime 

 

 
 

Farnham Police just before the First World War 

 

 
Surrey Constabulary 1919 Bisley Camp 

3rd  left overseas service chevrons three others with medal ribbons 

Collar number on the shoulder 
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GUILDFORD BOROUGH POLICE  
Guildford Borough Police was formed 20th January 1836. In 1851 the force was 

amalgamated with the larger Surrey Constabulary only to be re-formed three years later 

in October 1854. Guildford Borough Police was again absorbed into Surrey Joint Police 

Force on 1st February 1943 when its final strength was sixty-three officers. 

 
DORKING POLICE  

Formed 1838 and incorporated within the county in 1851 

 

SURREY CONSTABULARY  
The Surrey Constabulary was formed on 1st January 1851 when the small forces of 

Guildford, Godalming and Dorking were incorporated. Name changed on the 1 January 

1993 to Surrey Police. (Surrey Joint Police 1943-1947) 

 

 

REIGATE BOROUGH POLICE  
Reigate Borough was formed on 25th March 1864 from part of the Surrey 

Constabulary. It was finally abolished on 1st March 1943 when it became part of the 

Surrey Joint Police Force. 

 

SURREY SPECIAL CONSTABULARY  
During 1914 - 1918 War Surrey had 2000 Specials. The Special Constables Act of 1923 

made a permanent reserve force.  1926 saw the issue of the first complete uniform - 

Surrey being the foremost in the country. 

 

SURREY JOINT POLICE FORCE  
Existed as a wartime measure from 1 February 1943- 1 April 1947 when it returned to 

the name Surrey Constabulary 

 

SURREY CONSTABULARY  

 
1 April 1947 - 31 December 1992 

 

When war broke out in August 1914 there were four police forces operating in Surrey. 

To the north of the county areas such as Epsom, Ewell, Staines, Sunbury were the 

responsibility of the Metropolitan Police. Reigate Borough Police policed the 

conurbation of Reigate and Redhill including Merstham under a head constable and the 

county town Guildford had the Guildford Borough Police also under a head constable 
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or chief constable.  These were four independent organisations but there is little doubt 

that the constabulary and boroughs on a daily basis worked closely together although 

possibly there was little contact with the Metropolitan Police whose size and 

organisation made it difficult for small forces to work with.  

  

Surrey Constabulary 

 

The Chief Constable of the Surrey Constabulary since 1899 on a salary of £500 plus 

allowances was Captain Mowbray Lees Sant who took charge when he was 36 years 

old, having served in the Northumberland Fusiliers and been chief constable of 

Northumberland. The Force consisted of 231 men in 1899 During the first years of 

Sant's tenure he focused on two key areas relating to the continual pressure for 

improvements in pay and conditions of his men and the campaign to curb and manage 

the challenges faced by motorists and their impact on residents in Surrey. Sant was to 

have a long hard war with huge responsibilities and a continuing challenge for resources 

as he lost men to the armed forces, many who were constables but on the military 

reserve. He battled constantly with bureaucracy and demands from the military and 

government departments. He served until 1930 as the Chief Constable of Surrey. 

 
Captain Sant Surrey Constabulary  

 

Policing the First World War  

 

In England and Wales when war broke out there were 188 police forces, 58 county and 

130 city or borough forces employing 53,373 officers. 1  A police reserve had been 

established in 1911 from former police officers or pensioners and former soldiers and 

around 2,000 of these had been issued with warrant cards. On the 1914 national 

establishment 2,624 officers were reservists that had been called up and a further 3,422 

had enlisted voluntarily.  

 

At the end of 1914 across England and Wales there were 120,000 men sworn in as 

special constables with a further 30,000 in London. By the end of the first year of the 

war about one man in five had gone from the provincial forces to the military and the 

 
1 The English Police Clive Emsley Pearson Educational 1996 Page 121  
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depletion of the Metropolitan Police was even greater with just over a quarter of the 

men recruited.2 This of course left a huge gap in manpower at a time when the workload 

exploded. 

 

What seemed to be a good source for recruits, former soldiers, proved to be anything 

but when their reserve commitments were called in as war broke out. From the 

Guildford Borough Police nine men out of about thirty sworn constables were called to 

the colours a loss of almost a third. The 17 men of Guildford Fire Brigade were sworn 

in as special constables and lamps, whistles and handcuffs were obtained for their use; 

12 Specials were paid five shillings a day.  The strength of the force with Specials 

became 36 to undertake additional duties associated with the mobilisation but of course 

ñWell you can't trust a special like the old time coppers.ò3 

 

The chief constable Guildford Borough Police not long after the outbreak of war 

reported that ñ150 local gentlemen had rendered excellent service as Town Guardsò but 

most wished to be relieved of their duties by the end of the month. Officers engaged on 

ñpoint dutyò (most likely vulnerable points as opposed to traffic points) were armed 

with pistols. Police lost the use of the drill hall for their training and purchased an 

ambulance for £14 2 6d for use by the police. Large numbers of soldiers were billeted 

in the town. 4 In 1915 Guildford Special Constabulary had 47 section leaders (sergeant 

equivalent) and 228 special constables 5 In 1916 two members of the Guildford Fire 

Brigade were appointed temporary constables at 30 shillings a week subject to the 

condition they remained members of the brigade and the chief constable was authorised 

to give the necessary certificates to exempt them from military service. 6 

 

Reigate Borough Police 

 

Reigate Borough had its own police force until 1943 (when along with Guildford 

Borough Police was incorporated into the Surrey Constabulary)7  and the head 

constable had to submit Annual Reports to the Borough Watch Committee. The Reigate 

Borough Police Chief Constableôs reports for 1914 and 1915 contain an extra paragraph 

entitled óWarô. The reports are mostly statistical, with brief paragraphs under 

descriptive headings outlining duties and activities throughout the year. Those made 

during World War I are no exception, but they do contain some insight into the effect 

of the war on the local constabulary.  Reigate Borough Police was a small force in 1914 

with 40 officers in total, comprising one head constable, two inspectors, seven sergeants 

 
2 The English Police Clive Emsley Pearson Educational 1996 Page 121  
3 ñMy Old Man.ò Special Constabulary were recruited on a part-time basis to replace or augment the 

regular "old-time coppers" of peacetime. The purported untrustworthiness of the "specials" may simply 

reflect their inability to provide reliable street directions 
4 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
5 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
6 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
7 This became the Surrey Joint Police, which became the Surrey Constabulary within which Reigate 

Borough Police and Guildford Borough Police were absorbed.  
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and 30 constables.8 

 

 
Chief or Head Constable Reigate Borough Police 1891-1930 

First World War James Metcalfe9 

 

1930 December 31:  Head Constable James Metcalfe retired on the last day of 

1930. He had joined Accrington Police, six years later becoming a clerical 

sergeant and later an inspector at Bacup. He came to Reigate as Head Constable 

on December 22nd, 1891. On retirement he was permitted to retain his uniform 

and bicycle.10  11 

 

On the 3 August the day before war was declared Reigate Borough Police suspended 

annual leave; officers leaving the Borough off duty must have permission; attention 

must be paid to all bridges and tunnels; special attention to be paid to suspicious 

persons. 12 

 

1914 4 August: Reigate Borough Police: The chief constable sought to discover how 

many of his officers were classed as regular reservists and as special reserves. 13 The 

Borough was depleted by men returning to the Colours and others volunteering for the 

armed forces. 30 Special Constables supplemented the Borough strength. 14 

 

The regular Reigate Borough Police had to carry out many extra duties, which left a 

gap that was filled by 'The Vigilant Association'. This was an organisation formed in 

1914 under the presidency of a Mr G.H. Redwood that attracted volunteers who wanted 

 
8 SHC ref CC98/22/1 
9 Private collection Robert Bartlett 
10 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
11 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
12 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information by Chief Constable Metcalfe 
13 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable 

Metcalfe 
14 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
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to provide a service to the community. It was soon realised, however, that if they were 

to have authority, they would have to be properly recognised by the official police 

command, so it came about that the Head Constable took charge and swore them in as 

a body of special constables before the Borough Magistrates. 15 

 

The Borough was divided into eleven beats, and over each beat was appointed a Chief. 

The names of these Chiefs never appeared in the press, the reason given being that they 

wanted to carry out their work for its own sake and not for the purpose of parading 

themselves or their work before the public. Special Constables had no uniforms but 

were issued with armlets, whistles and truncheons, and later on badges.16 

 

They patrolled the beats from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. Needless to say, the weather was often 

atrocious, and men returned home after their night's work soaked to the skin or frozen, 

or both. Nevertheless, the presence of the Special Constabulary freed the regular police 

from the mundane and allowed them to carry out necessary war duties.17 

 

Guildford Borough Police 

 
Chief or Head Constable Guildford Borough Police W. Nicholas 1909-1928 

First World War  

 

On the outbreak of war nine men, almost a third of the force of constables, from the 

Guildford Borough Police were called to the colours as reservists leading to a shortage 

of manpower. Like the county Guildford Borough Police had recruited significant 

numbers of ex-soldiers into the Surrey Constabulary possible because so many were 

stationed in or close to the county. Many would have reserve commitments for six years 

from when they left the army so when mobilisation came, off they went to the Colours.  

 
15 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
16 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
17 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
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The seventeen men of the Guildford Fire Brigade were sworn in as special constables 

and lamps, whistles and handcuffs were obtained for their use; twelve Specials were 

being paid five shillings a day.  The strength of the Guildford Borough Police with 

Specials was 36 not enough to meet the additional duties associated with mobilisation. 

Police lost the use of the drill hall for their training and purchased an ambulance for 

£14 2 6d for use by the police. Large numbers of soldiers were billeted in the town. 18 

 

Policing the First World War  across Surrey 

 

During the First World War, Captain M L Sant, sent a series of extremely detailed 

reports (usually quarterly) to the Standing Joint Committee, which oversaw the Surrey 

Constabulary. These reports outlined the extra duties and demands placed on the 

overburdened and under-strength force by the war and the blizzard of orders and 

requests for information from central government.19 It must be remembered in addition 

the two major towns in the county had their own police forces and the Metropolitan 

Police policed the north. These are set out in detail throughout this work. 

 

On the outbreak of war there were two thousand Special Constables in the Surrey 

Constabulary. During the war some 4,987 were sworn in, many deployed to deal with 

the evacuation of the county should it be required. In 1915 on June 4 the weekly rest 

day was suspended owing to the war.  On 31 December 1915 one rest day in fourteen 

became the rule until the rest day was fully restored.   

 

A large number of men were called to the colours from the Surrey Constabulary, (more 

on this below) three receiving high awards for bravery. Walter Tuppen, a Distinguished 

Conduct Medal second only to a Victoria Cross, and Thomas Runnegar and Henry 

Brand Military Medals. Harry Douglas Feasey later a sergeant was awarded the 

Distinguished Conduct Medal before joining the Surrey Constabulary after war service 

in 1919.20 Sixteen men were wounded, three of who were permanently incapacitated 

and fifteen killed. (To be added those three killed from Guildford Borough Police, 

Reigate Borough Police had one killed.) PC 23 Henry Gascoyne of the Guildford 

Borough Police, whilst serving as a sergeant major in the Guards, killed aged 35 on the 

1 January 1917; was awarded the DCM.21 

 

The reduced numbers of regular officers had an amazing mix of additional tasks and 

responsibilities involving huge volumes of extra work. Legislation and regulations were 

passed at an astonishing rate and volume. The very few hard-pressed administrative 

staff at Police HQ would have worked long into the night interpreting the new laws and 

 
18 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
19  Written by Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-

surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/ Surrey History Centre ref CC98/1/4-5 
20 Off Beat April 1982 
21 They Guarded Guildford Richard Ford 1969 
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regulations. They would have been ñhelpedò by generous pages of Home Office 

guidance and instruction on how everything was to be enforced having little regard to 

the diminishing numbers of police officers.  

 

The mix of additional responsibilities 

 

Much of the following came from a report submitted at the end of the war by Chief 

Constable Sant, Surrey Constabulary, to his police Standing Joint Committee: 

 

Posting mobilisation notices: Posting mobilisation posters in every village and 

hamlet; personally, warning all Army and Navy reservists to return to their mobilisation 

stations. 

 

Billeting Territorial troops : A huge task. At the request of the military authorities, 

police in Surrey had found some fifty -eight thousand billets for soldiers with one 

hundred and fifty thousand by the end of the winter. (1914) Often the soldiers did not 

arrive and all the work was in vain. The providing of billets for military authorities was 

another great tax upon the police, fifteen thousand found in the first winter of the war. 

The Chief Constable believed that troops arrived ignorant of everything and had to be 

ñspoon fedò.  

 

Assisting army officers in impressing horses, vehicles and mechanical transport on 

emergency requisition, and if objection is raised by owners to take compulsory action. 

In Surrey, a rural county there were hundreds of farms and a very large numbers of 

horses 

 

Safeguard important public works by mounting fixed-point guards, mostly unarmed, 

on sites such as the gunpowder works at Albury; enforcing restrictions on access to 

railways, fortified works, camps; enforcing provisions of the Wireless Telegraphy Act; 

restrictions on keeping and using carrier pigeons; restrictions on the storage of 

petroleum and celluloid; cooperate with the military authorities, railway companies 

etc., in preventing outrages by explosives to bridges Railways etc.; watching wireless 

stations; assist the Post Office Authorities in the matter of protecting wireless stations 

and preventing private persons from erecting or using wireless installations.  

 

Maintaining a register of aliens; to keep careful watch on the movement of 

undesirable aliens across the UK when there were 20 nationalities to be recorded 

including 2,141 Austro-Hungarians and in London alone there were 30,000 Germans. 

Managing aliens was a huge task. In the Surrey Constabulary area, starting from 

scratch, immediately two hundred and fifty aliens had been registered. The Chief 

Constable wrote in 1918 that for the Surrey Constabulary every Defence of the Realm 

Regulation added to already onerous duties of the police and the influx of aliens from 

restricted areas and their supervision also caused a great deal of work. 
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To carry out provisions of the Official Secrets Act in the matter of watching persons 

who may be suspected of being spies. 

 

Protection of defence works: assist military authorities to prevent obstruction by 

landowners and others on the matter of constructing field defences. 

 

Control of lighting especially during raids by Zeppelin: Robust enforcement by the 

police who had to deal with the consequences of enemy action i.e. air raids, 

bombardment. 1915 October 13 2200 a Zeppelin L13 approached Guildford from the 

direction of Newlands Corner. Bombs were dropped and later police investigation 

showed that ten bombs fell in the Borough and two more at Shalford Park killing a swan 

on the Wey and 17 roosting fowls at St Catherineôs. This led to a stiffening of the 

lighting regulations resulting in 49 summonses and a total of £37 in fines. 22  

 

Air Raid warning:  The Chief Constable of the Surrey Constabulary wrote: ñI was very 

hard pressed all over the county to allow notice to be given of air raids. This I refused 

to do with the result that instead of sitting up all night in fear the inhabitants slept 

comfortably in their beds and only learnt of the raids by reading the papers next 

morning. The police and special constables were given full instructions as to their duties 

should bombs be dropped in their vicinity and that I held was sufficient.ò 

 

Restrictions on the sale of intoxicating liquor and new licensing hours, with the 

introduction of a range of restrictive licensing laws to be enforced by the police, often 

against the wishes of the drinkers leading to disorder. 

 

Deserters to be taken before the courts or if they surrendered issued with rail warrants 

and released to find their own way back. If arrested were kept in custody to appear 

before the court and to be handed to the military. 

 

Internment:  In Surrey at Frith Hill, Frimley, a detention centre for aliens and later 

POWs. From Liverpool 300 aliens were moved to Frimley following riots in the city. 

By June 1916, 32,000 enemy aliens had been interned mostly German or Austrian of 

military age. No women were interned but 23,000 including some small children had 

been repatriated. All these cases would have had some police involvement. 1917 

October 10: German prisoners recaptured: While proceeding to business yesterday Mr 

Marsh Clerk to the local district council met three men, two were wearing German 

naval uniforms and the third a German military uniform. He called a party of cadets to 

take the men to Camberley police station where they were found to be prisoners of war 

who had escaped from an internment camp in Hampshire the previous night. One of the 

men was member of a German submarine crew. The prisoners, who said they wanted a 

holiday, were sent back to the camp under armed escort.23 

 
22 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
23 The Times (London, England), Wednesday, Oct 10, 1917 
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Anti -enemy disturbances mostly against shop keepers including riots following the 

sinking of the Lusitania. In 1915 at Walton on Thames there were serious disturbances 

caused by bad feeling against German refugees who were living in the town 

 

Refugees: Surrey was an unrestricted area and being close to the Metropolis received 

an influx of refugees at times of anticipated air raids. These refugees were for the most 

part from the east of London and mainly consisted of aliens many of whom were 

undesirable characters. They arrived in trainloads and got off where they liked causing 

considerable difficulties and annoyance in the districts where ñthey dumped 

themselvesò. Housing had to be found for them without warning ñbut the feeding 

capacities in view of rationing and the scarcity of food were much taxed and special 

arrangements had to be made with the rationing authorities.ò Occasionally all the 

schools and like buildings had to be used to house undesirable refugees as in any future 

war preparations should be made beforehand to deal with it. One suggestion was that 

railway companies should be prohibited from bringing refugees down without 

consultation with authorities of the districts to which they bring them. Locations outside 

London suitable for receiving refugees should be agreed beforehand and they should 

not be taken to any other place. It was accepted that this would not deal with those that 

arrived by motorcar of which there were many. Being an unrestricted area Surrey 

experienced an influx of Belgian refugees who came in large numbers without warning 

and were distributed across the county. The time of the police was much occupied in 

finding and registering them.24 

 

Captain Sant had two major strategic anxieties 

 

The Chief Constable of the Surrey Constabulary Captain Sant had two major strategic 

anxieties to consistently balance during the First World War. Firstly he had to deal not 

just with the day to day of policing a rural county, where the two major towns were 

borough forces, but with the mass of regulations and requirements adding to the work 

load of his force. His second great issue was to try to maintain balance between the 

demand for police time and the number of officers he had available. This required him 

to doggedly argue to maintain a realistic staffing level whilst balancing the national 

requirement for fit young men. 

 

On the day war broke out, 4 August 1914 the Surrey Constabulary lost 21 men with 

reserve commitments and a further 60 as volunteers during 1915. He was assailed by 

departments of state trying to get even more men into the armed forces. He lost 86 to 

the Colours out of total constable strength of less than 300 dropping to 205 constables 

in September 1917. 

 

 

 
24 Chief Constable Sant report to the Standing Joint Committee1919 SAC CC 
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The Strength of the Surrey Constabulary up to and including the First World 

War 25 

 

 1889 

1 

April  

1910 1 

May 

1911 7 

March  

1911 

16 

May 

1912 

1 

Oct 

1914 

13 

May 

1914 

22 

Sept 

1915 

9 

March  

1915 

19 

May 

CC 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Supt  5 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 

Inspector  8 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

Sergeant 20 31 31 31 31 31 31 31 31 

Constable 149 251 248 247 303 283 291 296 289 

Total 183 303 300 299 355 335 343 348 341 

          

 1915 

Sept 

1915 30 

Nov 

1916 

7 

March  

1916 

6 

May 

1917 

22 

May 

1917 

18 

Sept 

1919 

20 

May 

1919 

16 

Sept 

 

CC 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  

Supt  8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8  

Inspector. 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12  

Sergeant 31 31 31 31 31 31 31 31  

Constable 234 233 229 225 206 205 252 306  

Total 286 285 281 299 258 257 304 358  

 

The dramatic loss of men to police forces on declaration of war is not immediately 

evident from these figures though the 1912 increase following a pay rise is obvious. 

However, as the manpower demands of 1916 and 1917 impacted the force numbers 

dropped to 205 from a peak of 303 in October 1912. There were a few war reserves and 

Sant continued recruiting men not eligible for the armed forces. This was a part of his 

balance, which of course finally failed! 

 

Things had been going well. The weekly rest day and a pay rise led Sant to report in 

1913 on 2 December to the Standing Joint Committee on Pay: ñI am pleased to be able 

to report that the promised increase in the pay of the Surrey Constabulary has already 

proved beneficial in attracting candidates in greater numbers and of a better class than 

hitherto offered themselves.ò 26 

 

On the 23 May 1914 the Chief Constable further reported that he had ñadvertised in 

local papers as suggested by the Standing Joint Committee and put forward 19 men for 

a medical but the doctor rejected eight. Applicants included 26 reserve men who would 

have been eligible but there are already 19 Reserve men serving in the Force and I 

cannot add to the number on account of the depletion which would result were the Army 

 
25 SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018 
26 SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018 
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reserve called up for drill. I have made representation that if the War Office would 

undertake to call up Reserve men serving in the Force only in case of declaration of 

war and not for drill purposes solely, I might be able to increase considerably the 

percentage of ex-soldiers in the Surrey Constabulary.ò How right he was to be! 27 

 

In the month following the outbreak of war on 22 September 1914 Sant reported to his 

Committee what may appear to be a mundane matter but was critical to the efficiency 

of the Force with men having to cover such large areas to complete their work. ñWhen 

the total number of constables in the Force was 251 the Committee were good enough 

to grant an allowance of £2 per annum to those constables who use their own bicycles 

in the service of the county.ò On an increase of 52 men in 1912 the total constables was 

now 303 and so the Chief Constable sought an increase in the number of allowances 

and therefore bicycles from 150 to 175.28 On the 19 September 1916 the Chief 

Constable was to report to the Standing Joint Committee that the county bicycle at 

Egham was worn out. It had been issued in February 1902. It was issued to a sergeant 

who was 5 feet 10 inches tall and weighed 16 stone. 29 

 

On 22 September 1914 Sant reported to his Committee: ñOn the outbreak of hostilities 

with the agreement of the Standing Joint Committee the Chief Constable purchased a 

number of revolvers to arm a certain number of the Surrey Constabulary. Six men from 

each of the eight divisions were selected and were given instruction at HQ.ò30 

 

Maintaining an adequate level of manpower above point of depletion 

 

Throughout the war the Chief Constable was under considerable pressure to release 

men for the fighting forces. This was not just a difficulty caused by the government but 

locally tribunals were formed to ensure every available and fit man was recruited. These 

committees cast covetous eyes on the fit young policeman. One such Tribunal at 

Godalming in March 1917 cancelled the reserved occupation status of two local police 

officers, which incensed Sant who was running a year on year battle to maintain a 

rational number of police officers in the county. He took it to appeal where the officerôs 

status was restored.  Sant was convinced the tribunal was acting ultra-vires and wrote 

to the Home Office and to his police authority to ensure this did not happen again. 31 

 

On the 22 September 1914 Sant reported to his Standing Joint Committee that: 

ñTwenty-one members of the Surrey Constabulary who were Reservists were upon 

mobilisation recalled to the Colours. I am filling their places as recruits offer 

themselves. I also invited pensioners whose age does not preclude them from again 

 
27 SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018 
28 SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018 
29 SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018 
30 SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018 
31 SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018 
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serving to return to duty. In eight cases there was a ready response.ò 32 The Chief 

Constable was to report on the 12 December that of the eight volunteers only six joined, 

as two were no longer up to the work. The six were no longer in receipt of their police 

pensions and received constableôs pay. They are Constables Richardson, Phillips, 

Holdforth, Kirk, Robinson and Hole.33 

 

On the same day Sant reported: ñI have enrolled Special Constables to assist the regular 

body should an emergency arise calling for outside assistance. For the whole county 

(excluding the boroughs) there are 2,000 volunteers. Each parish has its own Section or 

Sections a leader being in charge of a section. Each has been issued with an armlet or 

badge of office and a baton. Each Special Constable is given a book of instruction -- 

the enrolment of the Special Constable gives a sense of security to the inhabitants of 

the county.ò 34 

 

The Chief Constable published a list on September 15, 1915 of those who had been 

recalled as Reservists and those who had volunteered or been conscripted. He was under 

pressure to send more men but he told the Standing Joint Committee that he was already 

short of men and that 38 of his Force had joined the Military Police. There were no less 

than 20 of the latter stationed at Witley Camp (to the south of Godalming) who had full 

powers to act in the camp. More pressure followed which again were reported to the 

Standing Joint Committee. The Secretary of State considers that every constable who 

wishes to enlist should be allowed to do so if possible. The Chief Constable emphasised 

that there is a point beyond which the police forces cannot be depleted without 

detriment to the national interests.35 

 

This was not just a local problem. In 1915 the Chief Constable of Cambridgeshire 

towards the end of the year wrote that, ñAll men who can be spared had already joined 

the army.ò In November 1915 the Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police wrote to 

the Home Office, ñThe Force has become so reduced in number that any further 

depletion would be attended with grave risk.ò However periodic trawls of the police for 

men for the army and navy continued throughout the four years of the war.36 

 

In 1915 the Guildford Borough Police Special Constabulary strength was 47 section 

leaders and 228 special constables 37 

 

Surrey Police forces took advantage of the legislation and initially prevented serving 

officers retiring. The Police (Emergency Provisions) Act 1915 contained a clause 

suspending a manôs right to retire except with the consent of the Chief Constable. Such 

 
32 SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018 
33 SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018 
34 SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018 
35 SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018 
36 The English Police Clive Emsley Pearson Educational 1996 Page 121  
37 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
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a move harked back to the time when retirement and a pension were a privilege and not 

a right.  Special constables were called upon to perform ordinary police tasks but they 

were of variable quality. Her Majestyôs Inspector of Constabulary in 1915 said that it 

took between six and ten special constables to perform the role of one regular officer 

because of other calls on their time. The Chief Constable of Dorset felt that the special 

was ñnot in any sense of the word useful constables --- They just filled up the gaps.38 

 

1915: The Inspectorate (HMIC) report commenting on the reduced volume of crime 

during the early stages of the war: ñIf the police are reduced in number, or are 

withdrawn from ordinary to special duties, offences escape notice, and prosecutions 

drop as surely as they would in the case of an actual decrease of offence.ò39 

 

March 1916: The Chief Constable reported to the Standing Joint Committee: ñI called 

my Superintendents together and carefully considered the whole subject with them for 

the purpose of deciding whether any more constables could be spared to join the army. 

I found in the case of three divisions the point of depletion was already passed and they 

were in the aggregate nine men below it. In three divisions the Superintendents said it 

would be possible to spare eleven of their youngest men. Having redistributed the 

remaining nine the divisions were all at a point below which any depletion would be 

prejudiced to the national interests.ò40 

 

The Chief Constable reported to Standing Joint Committee on 5 December 1916 that 

there had been comments in parts of the county about police not being called up but 

thought the criticisms were no doubt in ignorance as to the nature and importance of 

the duties of the police in connection with the war. The number of officers is at a 

minimum as at the beginning of the war he had allowed about 70 men to go. The 

agitations are extremely unpleasant for the men who feel very much the criticisms 

passed upon them. The Chief Constable continued, ñWith regard to the suggestion that 

police work could be carried out efficiently by special constables I can only say that the 

unanimous opinion of my Superintendents is to the contrary.ò 

 

In 1917 on the 16 March Sant to Standing Joint Committee: The Chief Constable 

reports that he had been ñasked by the Provost Marshal in France to obtain 200 men 

from the provincial police forces to complete a force of mounted police and asking how 

many men I could spare.ò The HMIC commented that the question whether men could 

be spared was for Sant to decide. Subsequently as two men returned to the police from 

the army Sant was able to release two men in their stead but they were not accepted, 

ñpresumably because they did not have the necessary qualifications.ò41 

 

 
38 The English Police Clive Emsley Pearson Educational 1996 Page 123  
39 The English Police Clive Emsley Pearson Educational 1996 Page 123  
40 SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018 
41 SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com                16 July 2022 

 

 23 

1917 31 March Chief Constable to Standing Joint Committee: A letter had been 

received from the Home Office informing that provision had been made by the Army 

Council for serving soldiers to be returned to the police. These were men with medical 

categories B11, B11, C11, C111 and were not needed for the Army. The letter said that 

the Secretary of State ñrelies on you to release a man in exchange wherever possible.ò 

Sant commented that ñprevious to the receipt of this letter, two men had come back to 

me from the army and needless to state I had at once released two other fit men for 

army service.ò42 

 

It is not certain this helped Captain Sant with his manpower deployments as he 

obviously ñswoppedò two fit young men for two who no longer fit enough to be 

soldiers. The fitness classification is set out below. 

 

Assessments were made by medical officers as to the suitability of men to perform 

military duties. A system of lettering and numbering was devised to enable a manôs 

abilities to be quickly noted. The following is a list of categories used by the British 

Army in 1914.43 

 

   A    

Able to march, see to shoot, hear well and stand active service 

conditions. 

Subcategories: 

Al  
Fit for dispatching overseas, as regards physical and mental health, and 

training 

A2 As Al, except for training 

A3 
Returned Expeditionary Force men, ready except for physical 

condition 

A4 Men under 19 who would be Al or A2 when aged 19 

B 

Free from serious organic diseases, able to stand service on lines of 

communication in France, or in garrisons in the tropics. 

Subcategories: 

Bl Able to march 5 miles, see to shoot with glasses, and hear well 

B2 Able to walk 5 miles, see and hear sufficiently for ordinary purposes 

B3 Only suitable for sedentary work 

C 

Free from serious organic diseases, able to stand service in garrisons 

at home. 

Subcategories: 

Cl Able to march 5 miles, see to shoot with glasses, and hear well 

C2 Able to walk 5 miles, see and hear sufficiently for ordinary purposes 

 
42 SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018 
43 http://www.epsomandewellhistoryexplorer.org.uk/MedicalCategories.html 
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C3 Only suitable for sedentary work 

D 
Unfit but could be fit within 6 months. 

Subcategories: 

Dl Regular RA, RE, infantry in Command Depots 

D2 Regular RA, RE, infantry in Regimental Depots 

D3 Men in any depot or unit awaiting treatment 

 

On April 20, 1917: Chief Constable Sant went to the Home Office where he met Sir L. 

Dunning an official, to discuss manpower.  Sant wrote to the Standing Joint Committee: 

ñI learnt that the number of men already serving was in excess of the average of all 

other counties.ò On May 8th HQ received a letter from the Home Office that the War 

Cabinet had come to the decision that a further supply of men is to be found for the 

army from those engaged in essential organisations including the police. Surrey were 

to provide an additional 18 men. Sant reported that he had selected 18 of the youngest 

but he did not want them to be classed as conscripts but able to choose as far as possible 

the units to which they wished to be posted. ñThese men will be a great loss to the force, 

as single men are the ñmobile force.ò They can be sent anywhere for duty at a momentôs 

notice.ò44 

 

Conscription in the First World War By 1916 the government had serious concerns 

over the nationôs ability to recruit men to fill the ranks of the armed services. In August 

1914, Lord Kitchener had put out a call for volunteer soldiers and by the start of 1915 

over 1 million men had joined up. By the middle of 1915, the numbers of new 

volunteers had dropped significantly and by late 1915 plans were made to require able 

bodied men to register for service under the Derby Scheme (named after Lord Derby, 

Kitchenerôs Director General of Recruiting). The National Registration Act, passed by 

the government in July 1915 provided a list of all civilians aged between 15 and 65. 

This allowed the military authorities to identify people who could be called up and 

those in occupations considered to be essential to the nation, for example, farmers, 

teachers and clergymen. The Military Service Act introduced conscription in January 

1916. Initially only single men in good health, between the ages of 18 and 41 were to 

be called up, but in May 1916, conscription was extended to include married men. Over 

one million men were drafted in the first year. It is clear that people did not like 

conscription. Even before this extension there had been demonstrations against it, 

including one in Trafalgar Square. Appeals to avoid being called up, because of 

conscientious objection, health conditions or because of the hardship it would cause to 

a family, could be made at local or central tribunals. Some people just ignored their 

call-up papers - although there were severe penalties for this 

 

 

 
44  SAC CC98/1/4-5 CC reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018 
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Spy, Invasion Mania and other Duties 

ñWatching those with evil intention towards the realmò The Chief Constable reported 

after the war that the spy and signalling mania with which the public became infected 

proved a source of continual trouble and the public was a perfect nuisance. The 

correspondence became colossal. The work undertaken by Special Branch and senior 

officers encompassed much secret activity. Spy mania was common requiring response 

and investigation of allegations and sightings. 1915 31 August: ñSPY SCAREò ñThe 

villages of Shere and Gomshall were alarmed on Wednesday evening by a óspy scareô. 

The affair took place near the railway arch at Gomshall, where the report of a gun close 

to the road was heard. The story that there was a spy in the vicinity spread, and a 

thorough search of the line and the neighbourhood was made. Eventually it was 

discovered that the shot had been fired by Mr Muzzlebrook who was rabbit shooting 

on his own propertyò.45 ñMr. Muzzlebrookò was Mr Stephen Misselbrook of Edmonds 

Farm, Station Road, Gomshall, who is recorded in the 1911 Census as being the head 

of the household, a farmer aged 60.  

Invasion planning 

Only one month after Great Britain declared war on Germany, fears of invasion and 

spying were affecting every part of the county.46 Surrey and Sussex combined to plan 

to move people, farm animals and equipment north into west London. Surrey was in 

the danger zone and on any invasion route and arrangements were made to deal with 

the receipt and passing on of inhabitants, cattle, implements etc. from Sussex but also 

to arrange for the evacuation of the county itself. In order to carry out these duties a 

force of four thousand Special Constables was raised in addition to those on ordinary 

duty.47 These special constables were earmarked for defence of the realm duties only 

and did no other work of a police nature. ------- The main requisite was to collect all 

persons, cattle, material etc., and move them by routes other than the main roads so as 

to leave the latter free for military use. --------- In villages Special Constables were 

detailed for the various duties, some in connection with the removal of inhabitants, 

others for cattle, etc., everything required to be moved being dealt with by the requisite 

numbers of Special Constables. Others were detailed to keep order along the various 

routes selected and some were in place at every junction of the main roads to hold up 

refugees if necessary, to keep the roads clear for the military. The rendezvous for all 

cattle, etc., was Richmond Park. 48 

 

Other duties included 

 

Prosecution of those wearing uniforms, ranks or medals they were not entitled to.  

 
45 SCC Archives CC98/72 undated believed 1919 from Capt. Sant to Standing Joint Committee 
46 News item in the Surrey Advertiser, 31st August 1914 
47 Surrey Constabulary 1851-1951 Durrant page 46 
48 SCC Archives CC98/72 undated believed 1919 from Capt. Sant to Standing Joint Committee 
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Troop concentrations: Policing the consequences particularly in Surrey, of large 

numbers of Canadian and other troops, mainly public order events but other serious 

crimes were committed.  

 

Guarding line of communication: Guarding key and vulnerable points, which seem not 

to have been considered in the move to war. Much of this was done by the special 

constabulary or unarmed policemen. On the first day of the war the chief constable 

realised that no provision had been made by the military for guarding their line of 

communications, the railway, from Aldershot to Dover. A number of armed civilians 

was organised by the police to continuously guard vulnerable points. This was kept up 

for two months until relieved by Territorial soldiers. The important powder works at 

Chilworth were guarded by two unarmed police officers until all danger of sabotage 

was over, when the police were relieved by Home Defence Corps armed to the teeth. 49  

 

Fighting the Bureaucracy: At the busiest time in the War a census of all agricultural 

implements was urgently called for. It can be imagined what the distribution and 

collection of two thousand two hundred and fifty forms meant in the way of work for 

the police. Then there was the requisitioning of horses of which many thousands were 

obtained in the county. Chief Constable Sant criticised the countless returns called for 

from time to time and when considering the preparations to be made in the event of 

another war Sant believed as many of these matters as possible should be foreseen and 

dealt with beforehand.50 

 

A Policemanôs Life Was a Hard Life! 

 

The county constabulary officers lived mostly in villages or small towns, where they 

had continuous responsibility working long hours with five hours every night after 9pm 

in addition to their duty during the day. Long hours, split shifts, walking unmade roads 

about twenty miles a day, no lighting, and warm but little waterproof clothing, moving 

from one police house to another and changing duties every few years. His only 

equipment was a whistle and a length of wood in a trouser pocket for defence. Wives 

were an integral and mostly unpaid part of the constabulary life.  

 

The Borough men were more likely to work straight shifts, pounding pavements, not 

the mud of their county compatriots, some gas lighting in the streets, for eight or nine 

hours living in their own or rented homes but not likely to be moved. This was one of 

the major perks of a borough life as opposed to a county. Life was hard, the threat of 

violence never far away, nor the oppressive levels of discipline from the sergeant or 

inspector. Rules based and rules driven way of life. There was no transport when at 

work to get about the division beyond possibly one horse and cart or fly used by the 

 
49 Surrey Constabulary 1851-1951 Durrant page 47 
50 SCC Archives CC98/72 undated believed 1919 from Capt. Sant to Standing Joint Committee 
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superintendent, a limited number of cycles and the use of the train where it existed. 

This was also the period when the bus became available and was no doubt used when 

appropriate. Walking was the most likely way if not the only way of completing the 

endless tasks that came down from government departments.  

 

Interminable returns demanded, the establishment of billets and the hundred and one 

early requirements of the policeman much of which will become clearer as this paper 

progresses. Everything took so much longer than modern life can countenance. Every 

farm or other visit needed time not just to complete the task but the journey involved. 

Volume of work, time taken to get from place to place together with ponderous 

communications, with no easy access to the telegraph, radio or telephone. A reliance 

on telegram, sending letters often delivered the same day and the use of runners. Just 

remember this when you read of the workload and how these men managed to complete 

the tasks set them. Their hours of work must have been all embracing. 

 

Weekly Rest Day and Annual Leave 

 

At the beginning of the war in August, leave of absence or annual leave was suspended 

for members of the Surrey Constabulary but restored in November 1914. A move was 

taken in the Reigate Borough Police on the 2 October: Reigate Borough Police to have 

annual leave restored. 51 Time off was a consequence of the 1910 Weekly Rest Day 

Act, which gave one day off a week but was not adopted in the Surrey Constabulary 

until 6 July 1914 and required an increase of fifty officers to cover the loss of hours to 

patrol.52 In General Order 600, 22 June 1914 the chief constable Surrey Constabulary, 

made it clear that it was a day of rest and that officers should do nothing on that day 

that militates against the object of the Act.  It was also pointed out that the day was 

granted ñsave on occasion of an emergencyò, and this may mean occasionally the day 

would be lost but he was sure would be accepted in the proper spirit. In the event of a 

man wanting to leave his detachment on his rest day must make the usual application 

to his superior officer. Should he remain in his detachment and any emergency occurs 

he will have to perform his duty as a police officer.53 In 1915 on June 4 the Surrey 

Constabulary weekly rest day suspended owing to the war. This would have the effect 

of increasing manpower by one seventh. Annual leave was to be granted as usual and 

arrangements made for a monthly rest day.54 However after six months on 31 December 

1915, one rest day in fourteen became the rule until the rest day was eventually fully 

restored.55 

 

 
51 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable 

Metcalfe 
52 Durrant Surrey Constabulary 1851-1951 page 28 
53 Durrant Surrey Constabulary 1851-1951 page 28 
54 Written by Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-

surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/ 
55 Written by Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-

surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/ 
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So how did the constables and supervisors travel around their large beats? 

The foot patrol for the constabulary man was twenty miles a day, which began to change 

in the 1890s with the growing availability of pedal cycles firstly purchased by the men 

for which they were paid an allowance a system that continued and still survived in 

2017 then paid at a rate of 20p a mile! 56  (The challenge today is to see an on-duty 

officer on a bicycle in the countryside!) 

On April 8 1893 The chairman of Surrey Quarter Sessions in giving the charge to the 

Grand Jury said they must not take the diminution in cases as representing a diminution 

in crime for the number of cases reported to the Chief Constable had been as numerous 

in the present quarter as in the corresponding quarter of last year. In some cases, the 

offenders had not been caught. He mentioned that particularly because he wished to 

impress on the public the great importance in cases of housebreaking and similar 

offences to lose not time in giving information to the police. The Surrey Constabulary 

had during the last quarter twice distinguished themselves where early information had 

been given. The adjoining places were communicated with, and constables despatched 

on bicycles with the result that offenders were brought to justice. They might 

congratulate the county on the diminution of crime, which was greatly due to the 

efficiency of the police. 57 

It took two years but Chief Constable Hastings in 1895 on October 23 reported that 

twenty-nine bicycles were in use in the county.58 (Owned by the riders!) 

 

At the Surrey Quarter Sessions held at Kingston on Thames on January 4 1896 the 

Standing Joint Committee reported upon the expediency of providing members of the 

Surrey Constabulary with bicycles to be used in the arrest of persons who have offended 

against the law. The Chief Constable has reported that bicycles were so used in the 

adjoining counties of Berks, Hants, Kent and East and West Sussex and in the county 

of Surrey 29 bicycles were already in use being the private property of the officers or 

constables. He therefore considered it desirable that more bicycles should be obtained 

for the use of the men. Under these circumstances the committee added they had 

directed that 14 bicycles of especially strong build should be ordered of a Coventry firm 

at a cost of £11 each and that they should be distributed amongst the various districts 

of the county as the Chief Constable might direct. Their action was approved. The 

bicycle has been found useful in several instances in the apprehension of other cyclists 

guilty of furious riding and riding without lights.59 

 

 
56 Police Staff Council police pay and conditions handbook 

https://www.local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/PSC%20Handbook.pd 
57 1893 April 8 The Surrey Mirror and General County Advertiser 
58 Durrant Page 20 
59 1896 January 4 The Huddersfield Chronicle 
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There may have been cycles but their use was not encouraged as a means of patrol but 

no doubt with the pressures of war and staffing levels more and more cycles would be 

taken into use. In 1906 Surrey Constabulary General Order was issued forbidding 

constables to use their bicycles for the purpose of patrolling or attending conference 

points. ñIt was never intended that these should be used in the performance of ordinary 

police duties.ò Many are the stories told of men riding their bikes to points and hiding 

them.  The sergeant knowing this would walk back with them to near their residence 

some three or four miles away and would then say ñGood night; if I were you I would 

go back for your bicycle now in case someone steals it.ò60 

 

In 1912 on January 1 bicycle allowance granted for men of the Surrey Constabulary 

using their own cycles was limited to one hundred and fifty men. The allowance was 

£2 per annum at ten shillings a quarter. Bicycles could be used to travel to divisional 

stations for drill, pay parade or court duty. It seems working a beat still had to be 

undertaken on foot. 

 

Defence of the Realm Act 1914 

 

On 8 August 1914, the House of Commons passed the Defence of the Realm Act 

(DORA) without debate. During the war the Act was amended and its scope was 

expanded. The Act gave sweeping powers to the Government, including press 

censorship over troop movements and criticism of the government itself. Imprisonment 

without trial was also introduced. It was also illegal to: 

 

Talk about naval or military matters in public places. 

Spread rumours about military matters or take photographs of military bases. 

Buy binoculars. 

Trespass on railway lines, tunnels and bridges, or loiter near them. 

Light bonfires or fly a kite, which might attract enemy aircraft or Zeppelins. 

Ring church bells. 

Feed bread to animals. 

Write with invisible ink. 

 

There were odder prohibitions like whistling for a taxi, in case it was mistaken for an 

air raid warning or buying brandy or whisky at railway refreshment rooms. Later in the 

war there were restrictions on public house opening times, to prevent drunkenness.61 

 

For DORA Surrey was divided into areas, which corresponded to the Petty Sessional 

Divisions of the county. The South Eastern Area covered the parishes of Betchworth, 

Buckland, Burstow, Chaldon, Charlwood, Chipstead, Gatton, Horley, Kingswood, 

Leigh, Merstham and Nutfield. Within each parish a committee was to be appointed to 

 
60 Durrant Surrey Constabulary 1851-1951 page 27 
61 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horley-and-the-defence-of-the-realm-act/ Laurence Spring 
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oversee local anti-invasion measures. 

 

The minutes and papers of the committee appointed in Horley have survived62 and 

provide a very detailed account of the work of the committee in the early years of the 

war. George Freeman JP of Pickets was chosen as chairman and Edward Blundell of 

the Chequers Hotel appointed secretary. The others committee members were Henry 

Webber JP, of Elm Cottage, Bernard W Parson JP, of Hookwood, the Rev. H J Lewis, 

vicar of Horley, Walter J Hallett of Oakwood Road, Adolph Brandt of The Chequers 

Hotel and the Rev R P E. Cheeseman, vicar of Salfords. 

 

The first meeting of the committee took place on 26 November 1914 at Albert Road 

School, but subsequent meetings were held at the Committee Room at the 

Constitutional Club, Horley. Lewis, Hallett, Jennings, Brandt and Cheeseman were also 

special constables within the parish. 63 

 

On the committee meeting at Horley on 3 December 1914 it was agreed to compile a 

list of all those who owned cars and bicycles. This was later followed by a census of all 

livestock within the parish. The census discovered that 109 people owned 536 vehicles, 

ranging from motor cars to horse and carts; Mr Edward Brocklehurst of Kinnersley 

Manor had the largest number of vehicles, although what these 17 vehicles were is not 

recorded, whereas Richard Cook, the fishmonger, had just one óvehicleô and Mr Jones 

the butcher had five vehicles. There were also 779 bicycles in Horley at this time, 

including 20 bicycles at the cycle shop run by Mr A H Waters and 12 at the cycle shop 

in Victoria Road, owned by T A Wyatt.64 

 

The livestock in the parish was recorded as follows: horses (including ponies and asses), 

338; sheep, 1,577; cows, 551; pigs, over 756; goats, 2; neat stock etc, 626 (including 1 

donkey). In the event of an invasion the special constables were to divide the animals 

into herds of not more than 150 head of cattle and lead them to the designated 

rendezvous where another special constable would take charge of them.65 

 

To enforce these regulations there were 25 special constables divided into five parties 

under a committee member, plus an additional 24 special constables, some of whom 

were assigned specific duties. Some were in charge of a certain area, for example A S 

Jennings, with H Buckle and W J H Church as assistants, were in charge of the Burford 

Farm area, although both Jennings and Buckle later joined the army. By 2 November 

1917 they had been succeeded by C E Wiggins, who was in charge and F Sargeant, E 

Gallup and J Bussell were his assistants.66 

 

 
62 SHC ref 6296/1/1/39-40 
63 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horley-and-the-defence-of-the-realm-act/ Laurence Spring 
64 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horley-and-the-defence-of-the-realm-act/ Laurence Spring 
65 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horley-and-the-defence-of-the-realm-act/ Laurence Spring 
66 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horley-and-the-defence-of-the-realm-act/ Laurence Spring 
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Similar DORA activities to those undertaken at Horley would be implemented across 

the county. The Act called for the securing of public property, which might be of use 

to an enemy invader. Therefore, on 23 November 1914 a meeting was held at Cecil 

Hall, in the Colman Institute, Redhill, to organise Surreyôs reaction to the Defence of 

the Realm Act and determine how óto secure the civil populations and to assist the 

military in case of hostile invasionô. It was reported that óin the event of the landing of 

a hostile force on the south or south east coast that military authority would issue orders 

to denude Kent, Sussex and Surrey (possibly not the north portion) of all cattle, sheep 

horses, vehicles (both horse and motor), consumable stock suitable for man or beast 

and all commodities which may be considered of use to an invading force and at the 

same time they would call upon civilian labour to prepare earthworks etc.ô A man was 

to be chosen to tour each parish daily to inspect the cattle and any which that were 

found to be unfit to travel were to be destroyed. However, in the event of an enemy 

landing, on no account were bridges, railways, electricity and telephone lines to be 

destroyed unless permission had been received from the military authorities.67 

 

The considerations given by local councillors for Horley survive in the county archives 

at Woking. Invasion and evacuation were considered at length and complex plans made 

to remove people and resources from the enemy. Set places within each parish were to 

be chosen where the animals were to gather in the event of an invasion, before they 

were sent to a general rendezvous, although it would not be until 16 April 1915 that 

Court Lodge Farm was chosen as the collecting place for cattle in the south of Horley 

and Petridgewood Farm for those in the north. For sheep the collection point for the 

entire parish was Horley Lodge. On 26 October 1915 Greenfields, Meath Green Lane, 

was chosen as the collection point for cars and the Cricket Ground for horses and carts 

etc. Launders Farm was also chosen as the gathering place for those who were to work 

on fortifications etc. If the population of Horley needed to be evacuated then they were 

to gather at Salfords School, The Thorns, Victoria Hall, The Kings Head, and the 

Chequers Hotel. Boy Scouts were to be used as messengers. 

 

A special constable, with two assistants, was appointed to each of these rendezvous to 

oversee the collection points. The Rev Henry Lewis, who had been vicar of Horley 

since 1890, along with six assistants, would be in charge of the population in the event 

of an invasion. Other special constables would be in charge of certain sections of roads. 

 

In a bulletin issued by the Divisional or Local Committee to the parish committees, it 

stated, ómany of the atrocities in Belgium were perpetrated by German soldiers when 

drunk. It is important therefore, that no intoxicating liquor should be left in any area 

should a clearance order to be carried outô. However, in December 1914 it was decided 

that the local committees should deal with the disposal of alcohol in the event of a 

German landing.68 

 
67 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horley-and-the-defence-of-the-realm-act/ Laurence Spring 
68 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horley-and-the-defence-of-the-realm-act/ Laurence Spring 
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There were no plans being made by the Germans to invade the UK nor was there 

intelligence suggesting that such an event could occur in the future. The time was not 

however wasted. Such planning activities bound the people into the war effort.  

 

Defence of the Realm Act in 1916 

 

On 21 August 1916 the chairman of the Surrey Emergency Committee, who was based 

at Caxton House in Westminster, sent a circular letter to the parish committees 

informing them that óin view of the changed military situation é[it] was no longer 

necessary that supplies of food and fodder should be destroyed, that live stock should 

be destroyed or removed or that the civil population should be required to leave their 

homesô. However, it was still the Local Emergency Committees responsibility to 

arrange the removal of horses, motors, vehicles etc; control the voluntary movements 

of the civil population; arrange for the supply of spades, pickaxes and other tools, 

required by the military authorities; and to place at the disposal of the military 

authorities persons physically fit to do any work required by them in cases where such 

arrangements had hitherto been made by the committees.69 

 

After 3 October 1916 the Horley Parish Committee did not sit again until 8 January 

1919 when it was disbanded. Why they did not sit for such a length of time is not 

recorded in the minutes but the rational explanation was there was just no need! It was 

at this last meeting in 1919 that a letter from the Home Secretary and Lord Lieutenant 

was read out to the Committee thanking them for all their hard work.70 

 

Women Patrols from 1915 71 

Two separate (and to some extent rival) organisations of women police were 

established during World War I, in response to the social and moral challenges thrown 

up by the war.  In 1914, the suffragette Miss Margaret Damer Dawson and the journalist 

Nina Boyle established the Women Police Volunteers, later the Women Police Service 

(and later still the Womenôs Auxiliary Service), which operated from headquarters in 

Eccleston Square, London, and received some support from Metropolitan 

Police Commissioner Sir Edward Henry.  72 

 
69 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horley-and-the-defence-of-the-realm-act/ Laurence Spring 
70 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horley-and-the-defence-of-the-realm-act/ Laurence Spring 
71 Michael Page using as reference reports of Chief Constable to Standing Joint Committee contained in 

SHC ref CC98/1/5, H Keatley Moore and W C Berwick Sayers óCroydon and the Great Warô (1920) and 

W H Oakley, óGuildford in the Great Warô (1934) wrote the following which is part of Surrey in the 

Great War project)  
72 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com
http://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horley-and-the-defence-of-the-realm-act/
http://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horley-and-the-defence-of-the-realm-act/


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com                16 July 2022 

 

 33 

 

Surrey Constabulary First World War Women Patrol  

Henryôs successor, Sir Nevil Macready was less enthusiastic but gave his support to the 

women police patrols which had been set up by the National Union of Women Workers, 

with the encouragement of Scotland Yard, with a brief to work among the women and 

girls who were coming to London in increasing numbers and congregating around the 

army camps, parks, recruiting stations and railway terminals; later in the war the patrols 

operated within the munitions factories, concerned to guard the moral welfare of young, 

single women, away from home and family and with money in their pockets.  73 

 

Both organisations soon spread beyond the Metropolitan Police area to other parts of 

the country, including Surrey. In Reigate and Redhill, Reigate Borough Police area) 

women patrols were working early in 1915.  An article in the Surrey Mirror of 23 

March 1915 defended their work, denying that they were a police force or were 

intended to stop soldiers meeting women.  The patrols, who wore striped armlets and 

carried a card signed by the Head Constable and with a number registered at Scotland 

Yard, did not seek to órescue the fallen, but to prevent the ignorant from fallingô, 

 
73 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 
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accomplished by patrolling the areas where girls were óloitering about the places where 

soldiers are to be metô.  A committee, the secretary of which was Jessie Heesom of 

Welton House, Redhill, oversaw their work. 74 

 

 

 
Jessie Heesom75 

 

Similar patrols were established in Weybridge in 1915.  As in Reigate and Redhill, they 

did not meet with universal approval.  A letter printed in the Surrey Herald of 18 June 

1915 from óA Weybridge Girlôs Brother in Khakiô believed the patrols, set up ófor the 

purpose of preventing anyone in uniform from enjoying the society of girlsô, 

constituted óa studied insult to both parties é. though I think it totally unnecessary to 

attempt to defend the good name of the Weybridge lasses, I am sure they have no 

superior in character or behaviour in all parts where my regiment has been quarteredô. 76  

 

A reply from óOne Who Knowsô (25 June) denied that the patrols were designed to 

prevent the sexes from mixing and said that on the contrary a Club had been set up, 

which provided a safe environment for dances and socials.  Towards the end of the war, 

at a meeting reported in the Herald of 12 July 1918, Sir Francis Champneys praised the 

work of the Weybridge patrols in countering the dangers posed by óthe flapper, the girl 

between 14 and 18ô, which óat that moment was one of the greatest problems for the 

countryô.  Champneys lamented the spread of venereal disease and advocated self-

 
74 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 
75 From Willo Heesom 31 August 2018 to Robert Bartlett 
76 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 
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control, parental discipline and knowledge of the catechism. Mrs Macfarlane, 

Metropolitan Organiser of Women Patrols, agreed with Sir Francisô diagnosis of the 

problem and asserted that óIt was to protect the growing girls that the movement was 

started. They were preventive agents, ready to help girls and warn them and to be their 

friends, thus preventing them from hurting themselves and othersô.77 

 

In Guildford, women patrols were established in July 1916, with eight operating by 

December 1916.  They had been coached by Winifred Kersey, of the London Womenôs 

Patrol Committee, and the Surrey Advertiser of 4 December 1916 carried a justification 

of their presence in the town: óour object is entirely to befriend young girls é. What 

we want is to create a moral atmosphere in the streets by our silent presenceô.  Each 

patrol wore an armlet and carried a card signed by Surrey Chief Constable Sant.78   

 

In July 1918 the Guildford Borough Council considered and rejected a suggestion of 

the local branch of the National Union of Women Workers that two women police 

officers should be appointed to the Boroughôs police force óin view of the special and 

grave danger to which the young girls of the town are exposed at the present time, and 

as a means of securing an improvement in the conduct of members of the public, 

particularly in the neighbourhood of the river (Surrey Advertiser, 31 July 1918).  The 

Council considered that óit is not easy to regard women as the instruments of that force 

upon which the law relies in the last resortô and argued that the volunteer women 

patrols, seemingly abandoned by this point, should be revived 

 

A club was set up in Godalming, again on the recommendation of the local Womenôs 

Patrol Committee and with the enthusiastic endorsement of General R G E Leckie, the 

commanding officer of the Canadian soldiers in Witley Camp.  It opened in February 

1917, occupying the Borough Hall on weekday evenings and the Court Room between 

2.30 and 9pm at weekends (Surrey Advertiser, 22 January and 5 February 1917).  By 

March 1918 the Godalming Patrols had ceased to operate though the Surrey Advertiser 

of 6 March urged the continuing need: óThe giddy, giggling, irresponsible flappers one 

sees ogling soldiers and inviting their attentions are not only a danger to themselves 

and the men but they are a danger to their sex generally, for they cheapen woman hood 

in the eyes of the men in khakiô.79 

 

The Surrey Constabulary experimented with paid women police officers, recruited 

from the WPS.  In December 1918, Chief Constable Sant reported that he had appointed 

women police ófor the purpose of dealing with the females at the camps in the vicinity 

of Frimley, in consequence of the employment of a number of women at the 

camps.ò  The Commandant of Women Police at Eccleston Square had sent four 

potentially suitable candidates, and two were taken on, although they had to suffer a 

 
77 77 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 
78 78 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 
79 79 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com                16 July 2022 

 

 36 

demotion to work in Surrey, their ranks being lowered from Sub-Inspector and Sergeant 

to Sergeant and Constable.  Sant argued that women constables should be appointed 

across the county, as they would be particularly valuable in watching suicidal female 

prisoners and in attending female prisoners while the latter were in court and 

subsequently escorting them to prison.  Such work generally had to be undertaken 

by the wives of serving policemen, who often had to be accompanied by their husbands 

ófor safetyô.  80 

 

However, in March 1919, the Chief Constable reported that as demobilisation of troops 

was proceeding, the two policewomen at Frimley were no longer required and had been 

laid off.  One policewoman continued to work in the Godalming Division, where she 

was fully occupied in attending on female prisoners; probably many were prostitutes in 

the vicinity of Witley Camp.  81 

 

In December 1918 Sant reported that 31 women had been prosecuted under Section 

40D of the Defence of the Realm Act for continuing their trade while carrying sexually 

transmitted diseases.  Twenty-seven of the 31 had been convicted and had each received 

four months imprisonment. The Chief Constable commented óit is computed that these 

27 women had connections with at least 10 different men a week, so that at the end of 

four months, no less than 4320 men would have been contaminated by themô.82 

 

Life as a óSpecialô in Surrey 

 

Sources in the Surrey Archives and in local newspapers researched by Marion Edwards 

illustrate the varied duties of local Special Constables including their unofficial 

activities such as fund raising for local charities and institutions, and the many 

difficulties they encountered.83 

 

Special Constables were principally appointed to assist the police in carrying out orders 

given under the Defence of the Realm Act (óDORAô). These duties covered 

emergencies arising from air raids and invasion, as well as more prosaic activities such 

as enforcing blackout conditions, overseeing rationing and general law 

enforcement.  Lists of named Special Constables, with their addresses, appear in 

various Surrey History Centre (SHC) collections, along with detailed correspondence 

dealing with their enrolment and management.  The recruitment of the Special 

Constabulary in Walton on Thames, Hersham and Oatlands is well documented. 84 This 

force of volunteers, 140 strong with ages ranging from 23 to 62, was led by Arthur E 

Pettit of Burley Lodge, Oatlands Drive, who strove, not particularly successfully, to 

 
80 80 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 
81 81 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 
82 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 

 
83 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/ Marion Edwards 
84 SHC ref 9117/box 2 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com
https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com                16 July 2022 

 

 37 

foster military discipline in its ranks: when exhorting participation in regular drill he 

wrote óIt is scarcely necessary to call the attention of the force as a whole to the 

importance of qualifying as a composite body as rabble against rabble has about an 

equal chance, whereas a compact body has evident advantages against a disorganised 

mobô. Relations with Chief Constable Sant of the Surrey Constabulary could be 

strained, especially over the question as to what equipment should be supplied to the 

specials and Sant is referred to as óthat arch rotterô in one letter.85 

 

Training, while considered tedious by some óSpecialsô, could also be quite hazardous ï 

in November 1916, Special Constables and Voluntary Aid Detachment companies had 

a narrow escape near Kingston in a thunderstorm, when they were almost hit by tree 

falling across tram cables while marching to do their drill.  They cleared this and pulled 

down another unstable tree in driving rain.86 

 

The difficulties the óSpecialsô encountered could be serious or amusing, exciting or 

deadly boring ï one anonymous óSpecialô was reported in the Surrey Comet of 14 April 

1915 as considering that óeven the arrival of a Zeppelin would be welcomed as a 

pleasant changeô if it meant he could escape from his uncongenial patrol partner. His 

wish was perhaps granted in 1916, when the destruction of not one but two Zeppelins 

was reported in local newspapers as witnessed by Surrey residents and óSpecialsô. 

Invasion dangers could sometimes be misinterpreted, however ï after the reported 

escape of prisoners of war in 1916, Special Constable R D Hutchings stopped a 

speeding car at Horsell Bridge, only to find that the irate driver was Francis P Neville, 

chauffeur to Mr L Waddington of Easdale, Horsell Common. Assistance to the British 

armed forces was another duty carried out by the óSpecialsô ï in 1915, an army 

lieutenant landed his Sopwith biplane in a field near Stoke Lock, on the River Wey at 

Guildford, and was guarded overnight by Special Constables.  The authority of the 

volunteers did not always go unchallenged: correspondence laments that when asked 

to make himself scarce, a gardener responded, óI wonôt move on for you or any other 

bugger of a special policemanô. 8788 

 

Special Constable Percy Webb 

 

Perhaps the most fascinating account of life as a Special Constable in Surrey is that of 

Percy Webb, who enrolled in the Walton on Thames area in 1914. Percyôs brief 

typescript óThe Diversions of a Special Constableô 89 talks of the ódiscomfortsô of cold 

night duties, especially wet ones, his efforts to evade attendance at parades óowing to 

the pressure of other workô and the absence of any óstirring personal adventuresô ï 

although he does recount his part in organising the warning against óthe first Zeppelin 

 
85 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/ Marion Edwards 
86 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/ Marion Edwards 
87 SHC ref 9117/box 2 
88 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/ Marion Edwards 
89 SHC ref 9117/Box 2 
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night raidô on Guildford in October 1915.  90 

 

The Zeppelin passed over Walton and it was thought that it was being signalled to by a 

flare from the garden of a house óthen in the occupation of foreignersô (who turned out 

to be blameless Belgians).  While attempting to enforce the blackout, Percy admired 

the stoical reaction of a ócheerful hawkerô: óAre you frightened Mr Webb?  Iôm not: 

what I says is, if they óitôs me they óitôs me, and if they doesnôt, they doesnôtô.  91 

 

The night destruction of three Zeppelins is described vividly by Webb (although he 

admits to having missed witnessing the first, having gone off duty): the third, the 

óCuffley (Hertfordshire) Zeppelinô, he saw óglowing like a great elongated sun é till it 

collapsed and streamed downwards to the earthô.  92 

 

A ósmall riotô following the sinking of the Lusitania in May 1915, when a naturalised 

German watchmaker was attacked in Hersham, is reported at length by Webb, who 

aided the Sergeant of Police at the scene in attempting to persuade the rioters to 

disperse.  Windows were broken, a policeman knocked unconscious and tempers ran 

high and in Percyôs opinion, óthe women were the worst and most bitterô, although he 

sympathised with one, who said óWhy should I go away, theyôve killed my husbandô. 
93  

The ósupernaturalô also provided some night time óthrillsô to Webb, who on one 

occasion heard a óghostly footstepô preceding him along the road ï only to find that the 

sound was an echo of his own ówet and heavy coatô against his leg.  Early morning 

patrols had their compensations: óI was sorry when the 3 to 6 patrol was given up. In 

peaceful times one rarely sees the night grow grey and darkness give place to form and 

colour, till the rim of the sun appears above the horizon, and living nature awakes.  One 

morning we saw the herons leave Burwood Park in the dawn, and following down to 

the river, found one of them fishing off Rosewellôs boathouse; a sight that I have 

certainly never seen there beforeô. 94  

 

Percy closes his account with the words of a woman who, meeting him on a dark night, 

said to her startled companion óTaint a soldier, itôs a gentlemanô. He wondered óNow 

was that a compliment or not? I would rather have worn the more honourable uniformô, 

thus nicely summing up the dichotomy of a Special Constableôs position.95 

 

 

 

 

 
90 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/ Marion Edwards 
91 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/ Marion Edwards 
92 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/ Marion Edwards 
93 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/ Marion Edwards 
94 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/ Marion Edwards 
95 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/ Marion Edwards 
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Chief Constables Reports 

 
Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary report of September 1914 

 

In July, the Home Office sent instructions for the Surrey Police to óco-operate with the 

Military Authorities in any matter in which they might require é assistanceô. 

Thereafter, a flood of missives arrived by post, telegram and telephone, along with 

personal visits from representatives of the armed forces, with further instructions 

regarding: action against óindividuals suspected of spyingô (later resulting in óSpy 

Maniaô by the general public); guarding railway bridges and óvulnerable points on 

railway linesô (although no notification had been received regarding the movement of 

troop trains, óa large numberô of which were already en route, and it was found to be 

óimpossibleô to safeguard all vulnerable points with the small number of regular Police 

to hand, even augmented with civilian volunteers; application to transfer this duty to 

Military Authorities failed dismally until the very end of August); pasting up 

mobilization posters; ókeep[ing] an eyeô on private wireless stations; collecting horses 

for Army Purchasing Officers; óaliensô travelling by night by motor car ófor the purpose 

of committing outragesô; seizing the motor cars belonging to those aliens and warning 

garages not to hire cars to same; enforcing the Alien Restriction Order (although no 

copy of the Order itself or the ónecessary booksô had yet arrived); display of the Royal 

Proclamation; the protection of telephones and telegraph poles; local billeting of army 

personnel (on 8 September the Chief Constable states proudly óFound billets for 9,000 

troops at 24 hoursô noticeô); civil disturbances; the enforcement of the Defence of the 

Realm Act (DORA); accommodating prisoners of war; regulations against the keeping 

of carrier or óhomingô pigeons (which were to be óliberatedô to return to their places of 

origin) without a permit (Sant declared this ruling óabsurdô); the number of óAlien 

Reservistsô registered (county wide numbers of Germans, Austrians and Hungarians 

are included); and the arrest of German Reservists.96 

 

To add to the official burden there were civilian requests for Police óattentionô regarding 

protection of post offices and ówaterworksô (which latter were deemed to be the 

responsibility of the owners), and reports of bad discipline among newly enlisted army 

recruits; inhabitants of the County made matters worse by sending in óall sorts of 

unnecessary and trivial correspondenceô and demanding to see the Chief Constable 

personally, without waiting for the issue of instructions or ómaking enquiry of the 

nearest Police Officerô.97 

 

It was no wonder that early in August the harassed Chief Constable ódrew out the full 

scheme for enrolment of Special Constablesô, anticipating official Home Office 

 
96 Written by Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-

surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/ 
97 Written by Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-

surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/ 
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instructions by a week. 

 

At the end of his 12-page report, the chief constable described all this as óonly a portion 

of the work falling on the Police during the present crisis. Innumerable other duties 

have had to be carried out but are not of sufficient importance to enumerateô.98 

 

December 1914 Annual Report Chief Constable Reigate Borough Police 

 

1914 31 December: James Metcalfe to the Watch Committee including a report on the 

activities of the Fire Brigade: 

 

The War brought many extra duties to the police, exacerbated by the loss of men on the 

Army Reserve list and other volunteers. After war was declared in August police 

undertook the role of registering all aliens including Belgian refugees. A further role 

was that of Billet Master, finding lodgings for members of the army.  The Chief 

Constable reported that since war was declared ñmuch onerous and anxious workò fell 

to the police.  

 

A system of Special Police was organised in August. About 30 such Specials with a 

chief and deputy chief were engaged for each night beat. Reluctantly the police again 

became Coronerôs Officers following an appeal from the Coroner to the Watch 

Committee. 99 

 

Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 19 December 1914 

 
98 Written by Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-

surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/ 
99 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 

1914 
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Chief Constable Santôs report of March 1915 

 

Continuing his report on the war to the Standing Joint Committee, the chief constable 

first recorded that all Belgian refugees in óthe Constabulary Areaô had been registered 

(total 2106 óexclusive of persons under 16ô), and then continued with details of further 

communications from the Home Office with instructions including: ónot to 

countenanceô the formation of ótown guardsô and ócivil guardsô in favour of the 

Volunteer Training Corps (which Special Constables may join) as recognised by the 

War Office; the prevention of óill-disposed personsô, suspicious loiterers and 

trespassers from obtaining information regarding local defence works; local billeting 

of soldiers (Sant here noted that demands for this had been óalmost incessantô and 

reported the confusion caused by three separate and independent demands from the 

Central Force, the Eastern Command and the Aldershot Command and suggested ósome 

central billeting authorityô); the extension of the area within which the reporting of 

aircraft should be made; Police co-operation in the military protection of local railways 

(although the Home Office had omitted the South Eastern Railway from their list as it 

was ónot regarded as importantô, even though part of it formed a direct line from 

Aldershot and Dover and regularly carried troop trains); the extinguishing of lights 

during hours of darkness (conflicting orders caused Sant to remark óThe Committee 

will realise the difficulty experienced by the Police in attempting to keep up with orders 

arriving in such rapid successionô); action by Police in the event of bombs dropped in 

the county; and the exemption of Special Constables from jury duty. 

 

Sant reported his own communications with 1. The General Officers Commanding, the 

2nd Army, the Eastern Command and the Aldershot Command, pointing out that the 

óIntoxicating Liquor (Temporary Restriction) Actô of 1914 appeared not to be 

administered satisfactorily with regard to the sale of liquor to soldiers; 2. The War 

Office regarding órapid and inconsiderate driving of motorcars and motorcycles by 

military officers ô (from which several óserious accidentsô have resulted) 3. The General 

of the local forces complaining of an óunexpectedô, inconvenient and unlit night ócordon 

of picketsô placed around the town of Guildford (into part of which Sant nearly rode his 

bicycle). 

 

However, at the very end of this report he noted the receipt of ñseveral most gratifying 

letters from military officers testifying to the valuable assistance which they have 

received from the policeò, which must have alleviated his irritation to some degree. 100 

 

Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 07 August 1915 

 
100 Written by Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-

surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/ 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com
https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/
https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com                16 July 2022 

 

 43 
 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com                16 July 2022 

 

 44 

 

1915 December, Reigate Borough Police Head Constable reported to the Watch 

Committee that, ñThe War has made the work of the Clerical and Detective 

Departments of the Force very heavy. Considerable investigations and reports 

occupying much time and attention have had to be made to the Home Office, the War 

Office, the Competent Military Authorities and other Police Forces.ò101 

 

May 1915 Chief Constable Santôs Report Surrey Constabulary 

 

This report begins by outlining the effects of the Defence of the Realm Act (DORA) 

and the Defence of the Realm (Consolidation) Regulations Act with regard to offences 

committed against them by both civilian and military persons, before continuing with 

details of further communications from both the Home Office and the Army with 

instructions including: the placing of all public houses and clubs in the Aldershot area 

out of bound for troops until 2pm (óThe term ñsoldierò does not include ñofficeròô); the 

reduction of lighting in Guildford and the Borough of Godalming (to be enforced by 

the Police); arrangements for warning factories and other works of the approach of 

hostile aircraft so that they can extinguish lights or have them extinguished by cutting 

off power (Sant asked the Committee to imagine themselves in his position, ósuddenly 

awakened at say, 2am and informed that an airship has been seen é making for Surrey, 

they appreciate his difficulty in carrying out é instruction[s], especially in view of the 

fact that an airship can travel at 50 miles an hourô); signals chosen for warning the civil 

population of óthreatened bombardmentô (two instructions of which appear to conflict 

each other); a bonus of 3 shillings a week for all members of the force; the restriction 

of Aliens; the co-operation of Civil and Military Authorities in óSanitary mattersô; the 

movement of óAnti-Aircraft motor carsô; signs to be displayed by Civil Hospitals in the 

event of bombing; co-operation of the Police in measures taken against ówastageô 

caused by soldiers absent without leave; and licences for the sale or manufacture of 

arms and ammunition (owners of which are to keep sales books, the inspection of which 

should be arranged by the Police). 

 

Sant also wrote for clarification as to whether persons holding permits to keep carrier 

pigeons should keep them or óliberateô them and received the óambiguousô reply that a 

permit gives the owner the right to either keep or liberate provided the permit is with 

the owner at the time. 

 

At the end of this 9-page report, Sant reiterated the impact of the burden of extra duties 

imposed by the war and carried out in addition to óordinaryô duties (óthe idea that crime 

has ceased since the war broke out is a fallacyô), especially as he had lost 31 men to 

recruitment: óI must, however, endeavour to ñcarry onò to the best of my ability with 

 
101 SCC Archive Centre CC98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915 
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my numbers dwindling from day to dayô.102 

 

War impacts the Reigate Borough Police 

 

1915 June 21, Head Constable Reigate Borough Police report to Standing Joint 

Committee:  

 

Reigate Borough Police Sergeants Watson and Taylor and PC Stanwell were informed 

they had their right to retire on pension withdrawn for the period of the war. 103 

 

Reigate Borough Police PCs Lawrence, Miles, Morse, Wilkinson, Santer and Foster 

were given permission to join the Army. 104 

 

The Head Constable Reigate Borough Police was authorised to pay Special Constables 

who carry out ordinary police duty 32 shillings a week rising after satisfactory service 

to 35 shillings per week.105 

 

These figures come from a report of the 31 December 1918 to the Watch Committee: 

The establishment of Reigate Borough Police was 40 and strength of 20 with 14 men 

in the Army. Officers re-joining the force from the army have to be re-attested but their 

War service will count towards their pension.106 

 

1915 9 August: Permission for PCs Hickman and Smith Reigate Borough Police to join 

the Army as soon as arrangements could be made for their release. 107 

 

The Chief Constable Reigate Borough Police report to the Watch Committee for 1916 

is unfortunately missing from the collection of reports held at the Surrey History Centre. 

Chief Constable Santôs Report September 1915 

This report, 19 pages long, includes at the end an extra two pages listing by name Army 

Reservists recalled and members of the Police Force who have enlisted.  

 

Further communications were received from various authorities with instructions 

regarding: the enlistment of Belgian subjects aged between 18 and 25 (with trouble 

caused by many forms being completed in Flemish, óa language of which I am 

ignorantô); enforcement of the Aliens Restriction (Belgian Refugee) Order; the 

prohibition of the óliberationô of pigeons from lofts for any reason and the transport of 

 
102 Written by Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-
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pigeons without a permit; the supplying (at short notice) of numbers of Germans, 

Austrians, Hungarians and Turks of military age and the number of females 

(ódistinguishing British-born wives, or widowsô) living in the Chief Constableôs 

district; lights of various colours on military vehicles (which are permitted to exceed 

the speed limit); deportation or repatriation of óalien enemiesô other than males of 

military age (the only exceptions being wives of British birth and persons who obtain 

official exemptions); amendments to DORA regarding the extinguishing and carrying 

of lights, and óillicit signallingô; the submission of detailed reports after aerial bombing; 

suspected enemy firing of factories (later proved to be ónormalô); death from illness of 

Special Constables and payments to their widows; the closing of licensed houses in the 

vicinity of the Aldershot Training Area (not applicable to officers residing in hotels); 

the repatriation of destitute aliens; the prevention of the sale of the 1915 crop of hay by 

farmers before its inspection and requisition; the offence of holding communication 

with a spy; the use of unauthorised uniforms or badges and the unauthorised use of 

official documents or ómarksô; areas within the county where photography or sketching 

is to be allowed or disallowed; the export of pigeons to óneutral Countriesô; preventing 

the supply of óintoxicantsô to convalescent soldiers; and the establishment of a ócivil 

Police Stationô at Witley Camp (to help counteract the óamazing amount of pilferingô 

in the camp by civilian workmen; the chief constable  ócould not see [his] way to grant 

this requestô due to his shortage of manpower unless Special Constables were used). 

 

Complaints from the Post Office regarding who should pay for the official franking of 

envelopes, apparent military difficulties as to who exactly were óCompetent Military 

Authoritiesô to whom problems should be referred and yet more amendments to 

regulations for the sale of alcohol to military personnel were all further unwelcome 

distractions. 

 

Due to the large number of constables enlisting, the Chief Constable found it necessary 

to suspend the óWeekly Rest Dayô from 4 June, although annual leave was to be granted 

as usual and arrangements made for a monthly rest day.108 

 

Chief Constable Santôs Report November 1915 

 

The flood of instructions from the Home Office continued, and included: the prevention 

of ópersons of enemy antecedents, or undesirable character, from obtaining instruction 

at schools which have been licensed for the teaching of wireless telegraphyô; the 

enrolment of non-commissioned officers at Witley Camp as Special Constables (no 

doubt with regard to the ópilferingô referred to earlier); the granting of licences for 

building new or altering existing factories to manufacture explosives; illicit signalling 

with kites (óthe burden of proof that any kite is not intended for signalling purposes, 

lies with the userô); the registration and internment of Bulgarians (with whom Great 
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Britain was now at war); further (conflicting) instructions under the new Control of 

Lights Order regarding the showing of lights (windows and roof areas of factories could 

be left óundarkened if necessary for the safe and expeditious progress of the workô 

whereas lights in private houses must be órendered invisible at all timesô; invited to 

make suggestions, the Chief Constable responded with several, although the response 

was not as helpful as he desired and his suggestions were ultimately ignored); 

arrangements for warning Police of the approach of hostile aircraft (considered 

óSketchyô by Sant); establishing a óbonfire systemô (requested by the Royal Flying 

Corps) to guide aeroplanes at night; and the supply of khaki armlets for those attested 

for the Reserves and those discharged as medically unfit. 

 

The Chief Constable also found it necessary to complain on several occasions, 

especially of the overwork the war brought to his force. A Zeppelin raid over London 

on 13 October (with one off-course Zeppelin dropping bombs on Guildford) ógreatly 

increasedô the work of the Police in Surrey and the necessity of obtaining information 

and supplying returns of anything from stocks of hay to available motor transport, 

which ónecessitate a considerable amount of workô, also took up valuable time. 

Constables were being placed in óClass 40ô109 and indiscriminately receiving Lord 

Derbyôs recruiting letter asking what more they could do for their country, despite 

óworking overtime without one word of grumble or complaintô (even his clerical staff, 

both married men over 40, had received the letter).110 

 

Annual Report from Chief Constable Reigate Borough Police 

 

1915 31 December: Annual Report from Chief Constable Reigate Borough Police to 

the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe including a report on the activities of the 

Fire Brigade: 111 

 

Police Constable 13 Frederick Marks and PC 31 Ernest Didier St Amand resigned to 

join the Army.112 

 

A Special Branch of the Special Police was formed under two chiefs to give attention 

to special matters and they have done some very good work113 

 

 
109 The writer has been unable to find out what Class 40 conditions were. Lord Derby was the Director 

General of Recruiting. Letter 26 October 1915. It is believed that this refers to the recruiting process 

when letters were sent followed up by people called at the homes of eligible recruits and in this case no 

account was taken of the exemption of police officers at this stage of the war. Many had however 

volunteered and went to the Colours. 
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The Head Constable was advised to fill the vacancies in the force temporarily, if 

possible, from the Special Constabulary.114 

 

The military authorities were empowered to use the police cells so far as can be 

spared.115  

Chief Constable Santôs report May 1916 

 

Report of May 1916: The chief constable began this report by outlining his concerns 

over the question of Special Constables who also served in the Volunteer Training 

Corps having now to attest, and the resulting clash of duties owed to two different 

authorities; he had so far received no reply to his letter asking for assistance from the 

Home Office and making suggestions. 

 

However, the Home Office continued to send instructions, this quarter relating to: 

changes in procedures for warning factories of hostile aircraft; reporting the presence 

of hostile aircraft to military authorities (constables were to be issued with cards for 

making such reports to óthe nearest Military Authorityô, despite some doubt as to who 

in the county these actually were); the removal of number plates bearing óOHMSô from 

vehicles and the issue of a óstencil number plateô and card; amendments to the Aliens 

Restriction Order regarding their employment in munitions factories; the ódelicate and 

difficultô duties of the Police regarding the inspection of registration cards; the re-

arrangement of areas for air raid warning; expelling óundesirable personsô from ócertain 

localitiesô; alterations to the Competent Military Authorities in Eastern Command; the 

óBelgian decreeô requiring all male Belgians aged 20 to report for service and the 

ascertainment of how many of these were in Surrey; the prohibition of meetings where 

óthere is reason to apprehend that the holding of the meeting in a public place will give 

rise to grave disorder; and watchmen employed for the protection of munitions works 

to be appointed as Special Constables. 

 

In response to a óremarkable orderô from the officer commanding the Chilworth Guard 

stating that local police, rather than the military, should guard munitions stored at 

Chilworth station, Sant sent a letter to the General Officer Commanding the Central 

Force, informing him that he only had three regular constables to the 120 soldiers in 

the area; the GOC, who had not realised the situation, admitted that the approach had 

been ótactlessô and rescinded the order at once.  

 

Other such irritations for the Chief Constable were: 1. A demand from the Sub Aliens 

Registration Officer at Weybridge that the police furnish him a weekly return of the 

change of address of all persons registered ï thus proving himself óquite ignorant of the 

magnitude of the work this would entailô and earning himself a terse response that 

Registration Officers were responsible; and 2. The Home Officeôs order that Police 

 
114 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915 
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should assist the Army Council in tracing men enlisted under the Military Service Act 

who have failed to respond: Sant considered that the Home Office statement that óthe 

duties (explained here in detail) which will devolve upon the Police é are likely to be 

onerousô an understatement.116 

 

Surrey Constabulary 73 officers under strength 

 Special Constabulary 

 

May 1916: Special Constables were appointed to assist the police as a voluntary, part-

time organisation, paid only their expenses, and drawn from all walks of life ï 

individuals who probably already had a full-time job, or who perhaps had retired. As a 

body, Special Constables compensated for the loss of those regular police who had 

joined the war effort and added an extra layer of protection during wartime. They had 

a key role to play in local counter-invasion plans, but they also provided much needed 

reinforcement in ensuring that wartime regulations and restrictions imposed on the 

civilian population, from rationing to the blackout, were observed.  The Surrey Mirror 

of 12 May 1916 carried a report of the Budget Committee of Surrey County Council at 

which it was stated that the Surrey Constabulary was 73 men under strength and could 

afford to lose no more and that óif it wasnôt for the Special Constables doing such a 

magnificent job [we] would not have been able to spare so many officers for 

enlistmentô.117 

 

In Surrey, by the end of August 1914, over 150 Special Constables had already been 

sworn in, and numbers continued to rise. In the Surrey Times of 15 May 1915 it was 

reported that 2071 Specials had been enrolled, all over military age and including 

members of the peerage in their ranks. This number was revised downwards, however 

ï on 17 January 1919 it was reported in the Surrey Herald that a total of 1612 Special 

Constables had enrolled during the course of the war. On 26 February 1916, the Surrey 

Times and County Express carried an appeal from the Guildford Borough Emergency 

Committee for women to join the ranks of the Special Constables, in order to ódeal with 

the population in times of national emergencyô.118 

 

Further demand upon police resources 

 

1916 A local branch of the No Conscription Fellowship was established in Guildford 

to counter compulsory military service. Police raided the house of two local officials 

and seized literature statements the publication of which would be ñlikely to prejudice 

the recruiting training or discipline of His Majestyôs Forces.ò The Guildford Bench 

fined the officials £25 and £100.119  

 
116 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-
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1916: The Guildford Watch Committee resolved to grant £10 to St. John Ambulance 

towards fitting up a ward in the Congregational Hall for the purpose of receiving 

casualties in the event of an air raid. St. John at that time had two motor ambulances 

and one horse drawn. 120 

 

Report of September 1916 Chief Constable Sant 

 

Instructions from the Home Office continued in full spate and subjects included: 

prevention of the spread of ógroundless rumoursô regarding enemy aircraft, óunfounded 

alarming reports having lately become of great frequencyô; searching for óHostile 

leafletsô; unauthorised use of the Red Cross flag on buildings which have no right to it; 

the compilation of a list of all aliens at liberty within the Chief Constableôs jurisdiction; 

the commandeering of wool; permission for the sale of ólight [low alcohol] beerô (Sant 

considered that this would make it more difficult to prevent the sale of óstrong [high 

alcohol] beer); the lightening of restrictions on the release of carrier pigeons; no person 

to enter ócertain Military Areasô (to include the óNorth of Scotlandô) without a permit 

(permit books to be issued by Police); the movement of aliens travelling to places 

offering them employment (the Police to issue certificates showing that such offers are 

genuine); travel passes for óCertain Officers and Officials of Allied Countriesô; the 

prohibition of the sale of hay, oat or wheat straw without a licence; the exemption of 

kilns from the restriction of lights order; strict regulations and restrictions relating to 

the sale of cocaine; and the furnishing of returns of all Serbians and Russians between 

the ages of 18 and 41 within the jurisdiction of the Surrey Constabulary. 

 

The Chief Constable also reported the receipt of óan extremely interesting secret 

Intelligence Circular on the whole subject of air raidsô and another óextremely 

interesting Intelligence Circular on the subject of Bombs, etcô; however, more of 

concern to Sant was the continued receipt of notices calling for the enlistment of 

married men, all of which he returned with the statement that óin the interests of the 

State no more members of my Police Force were to be enlistedô, as was understood by 

the Recruiting Authorities.121 

 

National Motor Volunteers 

 

The Times reported in 1916 on September 1: ñNMVò on Motorcars: At Kingston on 

Thames yesterday two men were summoned by Surrey Constabulary on a charge of 

displaying on a motor car without authority the letter ñNMVò which were calculated to 

lead to the belief that the car was being used in the service of his Majesty or a 

government department. The NMV stood for National Motor Volunteers. Police 

 
120 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
121 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-
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Sergeant Nash of the Surrey Constabulary said having consulted the relevant authorities 

he suggested that the War Office should have an opportunity of considering the case 

before the magistrates disposed of it. Mr Bodkin for the defendants said that in the 

regulations it was clearly laid down that such a case should first be submitted to the 

military authorities in order that they may decide whether it should be dealt with by 

court martial or by a court of summary jurisdiction. It was an astonishing thing that a 

summons should first be issued against a member of the Volunteer Association, which 

was doing work under War Office direction for using letters issued by the association. 

The case was dismissed.122 

 

Report of December 1916: Chief Constable Sant 

Continuing the relentless bombardment from the Home Office, information was sent 

and instructions delivered regarding: the requirement for production of certificates of 

exemption from military service when demanded (the police to co-operate with military 

authorities); the declaration of Dover as a designated military area; assistance by the 

police to excise officers with regard to the Entertainment Tax; the reduction in the 

provision of meat and bread under Billeting Regulations; restrictions to shop opening 

hours in winter; lamps to be shown at the front and the rear of any group of cattle led 

along a highway after sunset or before sunrise; and Home Office disapproval of a 

proposal to billet soldiers on police officers.123 

 

Sant took a dim view of óconsiderable agitation in the press and elsewhereô regarding 

the number of unmarried police constables retained in the force, who were considered 

by ópersons ignorant of the duties performed by the Policeô to be eligible for enlistment. 

A constable having had his certificate of exemption withdrawn óas a test caseô by the 

Local Tribunal meeting in Cobham infuriated the Chief Constable, as did other 

examples of such óinjusticeô, which he described in some detail, along with his own 

efforts to avoid such óunpleasant é agitationô and the wholesale depletion of his 

force.124 

 

A further cause of irritation to the Chief Constable was an Army Council census of all 

agricultural holdings of 5 acres or more to ascertain the availability of men for 

enlistment. The Police were asked to assist in the distribution and collection of census 

forms, of which there were 2247 in total, and Sant desired the Committee to realise just 

óhow hard the Police had to work in order that that this duty might be carried out with 

the necessary despatchô as the forms, received on 16 November, all had to be returned 

by or soon after 20 November.125 

 
122 The Times Friday, Sep 01, 1916 
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Policing sustained 

1916 Reigate Borough Police (incorporated into the report for 1917) ï óAprilé War 

Bonus of 3s per week granted to each member é Half pay granted to members of Fire 

Brigade called as ñStand-Byò when hostile aircraft are reportedô; óMay é The question 

of calling the Fire Brigade to ñStand-Byò in case of Air raids left to the discretion of 

the Head Constableô; óSeptember é The Head Constable to inform Station Officer of 

every order received of the approach of hostile aircraftô; óDecember é The allowance 

agreed to be made by the Council to members in HM Forces to be continued as required 

éô126 

1917 Co-operation with the Military Police had led to a steady reduction of crime within 

the Aldershot Command area. 127 

 

1917: The Reigate Borough Police   divided in to 11 beats and the Special Police with 

a corresponding number of sections police. 128 

 

1917: Reigate Borough Police establishment is 40 but the actual number is 21, 19 

short with 13 in the Army. 129 

 

1917 12 February: Sergeants Taylor and Watson Reigate Borough Police permitted to 

retire on pension of £73 and £71 5s 2d respectively.130 

 

1917 Reigate Borough Police: ñFebruary é War bonus adjourned é Reeves fund to 

be invested in War Savings Certificatesô; óMarch é No further depletion [of 

manpower] for military service é War Bonus Committee to consider further War 

Bonus to the Police é War Bonus increased by 1/- [shilling] per week for each 

dependent child, the bonus not to exceed 5/- [shillings] per weekô; óApril é Two 

guineas granted to PC Bryan for extra clerical services during the warô; óJune é Head 

Constable to require discontinuance of noisy instruments [perhaps the army band?] é 

Police and Weights and Measures Department to enforce Food Orders as to prices and 

weightsô; óJuly é Food control correspondence é Dilution of flour referred to Sanitary 

Committeeô; óSeptember é Head Constable presented memorial for war bonus é 6s 

per week and 1s for each dependent child granted to all ranksô; óOctober é Supt Mason 

paid for air raid calls and granted Ã3 for past é Letter of sympathy for PC Leonard in 

the loss of his son on active service é Home Office and air raids, and early closingô; 

óDecember é War Bonus resolution 4 of Sept 10th rescinded, and 5s per week to each 

member (except the Head Constable) 2s 6d to his wife and 1s 6d for every child not 

over school age or earning substitutedò.131 
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By 1918, although the strength of the force was officially still 40, the Reigate Borough 

Police had been reduced to 20, as 14 had enlisted; one of those enlisted had re-joined 

the force and there remained a number of vacancies.132 

 

The War and Police Work continues 

 

1917 6 March Chief Constable to his Standing Joint Committee: Allowance to PC 

Trimmerôs wife as he is with the army serving in France. Mrs Trimmer is receiving 

12/6d a week from the Army and is entitled to the difference between the allowance 

and a constableôs pay paid by the Surrey Constabulary. Mrs Trimmer was entitled to a 

back pay of £50.13.10 up to 26 February 1917 i.e. 13/2 per week.  Sant was not 

sympathetic and it was a considerable sum and he recommended to the Standing Joint 

Committee that as the failure was due to Trimmerôs negligence in not reporting the 

separation allowance he suggested the back pay was paid only from 24 July 1917 when 

he notified the police. 133 The outcome is not recorded in the report book. 

 

 

 

 

 

Superintendent Arthur Simmonds 

 

1917 March 11: The Times: Superintendent Arthur Simmonds Surrey Police was 

awarded the Kingôs Police Medal for services rendered during the war and for long and 

meritorious service.134 

 

 
132 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/ Marion Edwards 
133 SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018 
134 Defaulters book Nov 1866-Jul 1911134 Arthur Simmonds No of appointment 951  
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Superintendent Simmonds KPM 

 

The following letter was received from the Home Office on February 28, 1918  

 

I am directed by the Home Secretary to say that Col Kell CB MI5 War Office 

has expressed to him his appreciation of the good work done by the members 

of your police force in connection with the numerous inquiries & reports as to 

aliens and suspected persons [?] persons which have been of the greatest 

assistance to him in carrying out the duties of his department, & in particular 

has brought to his notice the names of the following officers as having rendered 

very useful service  

 

    Supt Arthur Simmonds  

   ---------------------------  

I am to request that you will convey to your officers the Home Secretaryôs 

satisfaction in receiving this account of their work & that you will cause a note 

to be made in the records of the officers who are named by Col Kell as deserving 

of special commendation  

 

(Note: Colonel Kell was the head of MI5. The police during both world wars had 

considerable contact with the Security Service and established departments to 

undertake security duties within the county that were many and various.) 

 

Report of March 1917 from Captain Sant Surrey Constabulary 

 

Requests and instructions from the Home Office and other bodies, including the 
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Military, continued to arrive and subjects included: ensuring that where a gunsmithôs 

licence had expired the óex-licenseeô had in fact discontinued his activities; the 

procedure to be adopted when manufacturers had neglected to suppress glare from 

furnaces at night; the regulation of the sale of óintoxicating liquorô at Christmas; non-

observance by Aliens of the Aliens Restriction Order; the issue of óInland Passesô to 

persons employed in munitions work (to be the same as those supplied to Allied 

journalists without the stamp óAllied Pressô; amendments to regulations on cocaine and 

opium licences for manufacturers; the forwarding to MI5 of any enquiry from persons 

in óNeutral Countriesô seeking information with regard to named individuals living in 

the UK (on no account were the Police to reply); the compilation of a return of all 

available firewood within a 10-mile radius of Guildford and of persons owning such 

wood (this took three weeks to complete and ógave the Police a very considerable 

amount of troubleô as the area covered four police divisions); the compilation of a return 

of all motor cars and lorries in the county; the compilation of a register of all billeting 

accommodation in the Weybridge district; the compilation of a return of firearms of 45 

calibre óin stock in my areaô (none answering that description were actually found); 

restrictions in the use of wheat for seed purposes or making flour; the mobilisation of 

all officers and men on leave in case of emergency; the forwarding to the War Office 

of particulars with regard to Aliens who had served in the armed or police forces, and 

those permitted to reside in Prohibited Areas ï to óassist MI5ô, the Chief Constable was 

requested to obtain óin as many cases as possibleô a specimen of each alienôs signature 

both in Roman characters and óin his own languageô (presumably Cyrillic); and 

assistance to next-of-kin summoned by telegram to visit serving relatives either in the 

UK or abroad, not óin a position to pay their faresô.135 

An order received in December 1916 from the Provost Marshal in France to obtain 200 

men from the Provincial Police Forces to complete a force of Mounted Military Police 

was another thorn in the Santôs side. However, despite having between 70 and 80 of his 

constables enlist and having been informed that his force should not be reduced below 

a certain minimum, the Chief Constable still managed to release two more men for the 

Army. He requested advice on whether this was now a reduction too far and was 

informed that óthe question whether I could spare any men had still to be decided by 

myselfô. A further blow was the fact that the two men thus released were not accepted, 

ópresumably, because they had not the necessary qualificationsô (perhaps the ability to 

ride). In February 1917 two more constables received enlistment papers, causing Sant 

once more to query the selection criteria (determined by age); however, one of the two 

constables had given false information as to his age when applying to enter the force, 

and was discharged and sent to join the Army óat onceô.136 

The many requests for compilation of various data was another headache for the CC, 

those for firewood, vehicles and billets ópractically monopolized the services of the 
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Police for the time beingô; nonetheless they were followed closely by another for 

firearms. More work was occasioned by daily enquiries after persons attempting to 

evade military service.137 

Despite all these trials and tribulations, the Chief Constable received a ógratifying letterô 

from General Sir Archibald Hunter, Commander Aldershot Area, which reported the 

decrease in crime in that area and stating óThis is attributed é in some measure to the 

é co-operation which our Military Police have received from the Civil Police of the 

district [who] have been more than ready to assist whenever occasion aroseô.138 

Report of May 1917 Chief Constable Sant Surrey Constabulary 

Further information and instructions from the Home Office were received on subjects 

including: regulations dealing with the manufacture of malt for beer, the manufacture 

of bread and the use of sugar; the use of lights while ploughing at night by motor tractor; 

the extinction of street lights; the cleansing of all drinking vessels in licensed premises; 

information to be sent to MI5 regarding aliens of Chinese, Japanese, Siamese, Persian 

or Egyptian nationality; the drawing down of blinds in railway carriages at night; Easter 

closing time in public houses; restrictions on the feeding of game; a Paper Restriction 

Order; the compilation of censuses of horses and mules, cattle, sheep and pigs, and 

agricultural implements (the demand that these be complete and accurate, and óobtained 

in as short a time as possibleô caused further work for the Police, especially as 8000 

forms were dealt with in about 10 days); the closure of óclubs or other premisesô if they 

were óhabitually frequented by alien enemiesô; the reduction of the bread ration for 

troops in billets; and the avoidance of wasted food during summer months. 

Further withdrawal of exemption certificates from constables by the Godalming Local 

Tribunal annoyed the Chief Constable, who reported in detail his response. Later he 

was to go to the Home Office for a discussion on the subject (reported at length). 

However, the return to the police forces of those men classified under medical 

categories and not needed by the Army may have alleviated his concerns somewhat, 

although a later request for the release of men in the police capable of skilled work on 

the land must have seemed yet another burden on numbers. Sant did not think it feasible 

to grant leave of absence for this purpose (although he thought it possible that 

constables could give assistance in kitchen gardens, allotments or farms in their vicinity 

in their spare time), and there were further concerns that any such man who was injured 

while working on the land might lose his police pension. At the end of his report Sant 

stated that he had received a ósecret letterô from the Ministry of Munitions, the contents 

of which he was not permitted to divulge, although he was able to state that it contained 

a request for the assistance of the police to guard munitions factories and órequiring the 

 
137 SHC ref CC98/1/4-5 
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employment of such a large number of men that even had my force been at its full 

strength, it would not have been possible to accede to the request to which I have 

alludedô. 

Sant reported the receipt of an óextremely interesting secret Circular on the subject of 

Air Raidsô and also detailed at length the assistance he and his constables were able to 

give to the Officer Commanding the Remount Depot at Redhill in his task of purchasing 

80 horses a week. 

The severing of telephone wires near Blackheath on 20-21 April by persons unknown 

caused some excitement, although no suspicious persons were found in the area; 

conclusions were that ósome malicious or mischievous personô had committed the act, 

rather than a spy, and reasons for this conclusion quoted at length.139 

Absentee under the Military Service Act 

 

June 1917: At the Epsom Petty Sessions, on Monday, before Mr B. Braithwaite 

(chairman) and other magistrates. Henry Cooper, a well-built gipsy, was charged with 

being an absentee under the Military Service Act. Prisoner pleaded guilty. P.S Rose 

said at 10p.m. on Sunday evening, in company with several of the Bookham Special 

Constables, he made a raid on the gipsy encampment on Bookham Common. Prisoner 

bolted, but witness managed to catch him, and when he asked him if he could show any 

reason why he was not in the army he replied ñNo; I suppose I shall have to be a soldier 

now. I am glad you caught me. I have had enough of [this] life.ò Prisoner was fined 40s 

and was remanded to await an escort.ô 140 

 

1917 September 11: PC Wilkinson Reigate Borough Police congratulated on his 

promotion in the Royal Flying Corps.141  

 

Report of September 1917 Chief Constable Sant Surrey Constabulary 

This quarter, requests and information from the Home Office included: new regulations 

prohibiting the use of óMotor spiritô [petrol] in hire cars except in certain circumstances; 

the prohibition of the publication of any new newspaper without a licence; the 

prohibition of ówasteful and unnecessary lightingô including ósky signsô, illuminated 

advertisements, theatre lights and shop display lights; the declaration of lead in 

combination with Oleic Acid óor other higher fatty acidsô (sold as óDiachylonô) as a 

poison under the Pharmacy Act (in consequence of the practice of using it to procure 

abortion); economy in food for feeding to dogs (the regulations for this are quoted at 

length with the estimate that food consumed by dogs would feed óhalf-a-million 
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personsô); pensions for disabled soldiers; damage to allotments by trespassers; the 

encouragement of óthe destruction of House Sparrows and Rats while discouraging the 

indiscriminate slaughter of other birds, which are beneficial in devouring insects and 

other pestsô including the formation of óSparrow and Rat Clubsô; the treatment of Jews 

or Arabs as aliens and not alien enemies; the issue of railway warrants by the police to 

relatives of soldiers in hospital; the police to be informed of gun or bombing practice 

and circulate the information to allay public alarm; measures to be taken during a 

threatened railway strike (which did not occur); the prevention of treatment of venereal 

disease other than by qualified medical practitioners; and the display of posters 

prohibiting the shooting of carrier pigeons. 

Sant detailed at length the case of Hugo Greef, a registered alien enemy who bought 

Durfold Farm, Dunsfold (which was close to the signalling station at óOne Tree Hillô 

and to the prohibited area of Sussex), and whose son brought 22 homing pigeons from 

Leicester with a permit from the Leicester Police, which appears to have caused some 

interest and excitement in the county. 

Probably to the Chief Constableôs relief, a letter from the Home Office in early July 

stated that óin view of the pressure of work devolving on the Police the Home Secretary 

has been in communication with the Army Council with a view to steps being taken to 

reduce, where possible, the work which the Police are asked to undertake on behalf of 

the Military Authoritiesô.142 

Report of December 1917 Chief Constable Sant, Surrey Constabulary 

Aside from the usual influx of amendments to DORA, information and instructions 

from the Home Office continued to flood in and subjects included: assistance to airships 

wishing to land; the payment by the police of rewards of £5 for information leading to 

the capture of escaped prisoners of war (to be refunded by MI5); the prohibition of the 

sale of dried fruits outside the UK, restrictions to the prices of flour and bread; the 

prohibition of the sale by occupiers of agricultural holdings of horses used for 

cultivation without a licence; the reporting of cases of the fraudulent display of notices 

by persons claiming to have been disabled by the war in order to enlist the sympathy of 

the public (the police were to report every such case to the Home Office); all French 

citizens to be repatriated to serve in the French Army or remain and serve in the British 

Army; restrictions on petrol; the enforcement of Food Orders; control measures for the 

sale and purchase of livestock; and the printing, publishing or distribution of leaflets 

relating to the present war or óthe making of peaceô to be a summary offence, unless 

the full names and addresses of the author and printer are included. Sant noted at the 

end of his report that, in this quarter alone, he had received óno less than 42ô DORA 

orders and amendments. 
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Demands that Special Constables might take over the duty of guarding General Store 

Depot 35 at Horley caused more irritation to Sant, and details of his communications 

with the Ministry of Munitions on the matter were given at length. Another cause of 

concern was a ósomewhat peremptoryô request by Eastern Command (Hounslow) to 

have ócertain confidential returnsô ï that were to be drawn up by police in connection 

with the action to be taken by them in the event of emergency ï within two days 

ówithout failô, even though óIt was impossible é to explain to my Superintendents é 

exactly what particulars they were asked to supply, in fact, I was myself in some doubtô. 

Sant subsequently issued an order reported in form outlining the action to be taken by 

Special Constables in the event of a threatened air raid, which he gives in full. 

Complaints concerning the behaviour of a number of Russians living in huts at Deepcut, 

Frimley, resulted in a letter to the General Officer Commanding at Aldershot (this and 

its reply) are also given in full. Sant could not óunderstand how this large number of 

Russians was allowed to land in this country, eating up the food urgently required by 

the inhabitantsô and considered the whole situation ómost unsatisfactoryô. 

The number of investigations by the Police into cases of infidelity by soldiersô wives 

came as óquite a revelationô to the Chief Constable, averaging as they did ótwo or three 

a weekô. He also noted the many British women married to alien enemies and outlined 

the procedure to be followed by Police. 

Sant noted (with great satisfaction) that Hugo Greef was ordered to return to óthe place 

from whence he came, viz, Carshalton [and] the County is now relieved of his 

unwelcome presence.ô Greefôs son, who was óBritish-bornô, was enlisted.143 

Annual Report Reigate Borough Police 

 

1917 31 December: Annual Report Reigate Borough Police to the Watch Committee 

from James Metcalfe including a report on the activities of the Fire Brigade: 

óConstables who have joined the army, whether as reservists or as volunteers or under 

the Military Service Acts, cease to be members of the police service, and on re-joining 

the police force should be formally re-attested and should be allowed to reckon their 

military service for the purposes of police pension, promotion and advances in the scale 

of payô144 

Under óMiscellaneous Mattersô are recorded óWar was declared against Germany and 

Austria on the 4th August 1914ô and óThe Armistice was signed on the 11th November, 

and hostilities ceased at 11amô. 
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By 1918, although the strength of the force was officially still 40, Reigate Borough 

Police had been reduced to 20.  Fourteen men had enlisted of which one had re-joined 

the force and there were 6 vacancies. Apparently, none of those who enlisted were 

killed on active duty.145 

1918 31 December: Annual Report Reigate Borough Police to the Watch Committee 

from James Metcalfe including a report on the activities of the Fire Brigade. 

 

Inspector Bullimore, Sergeants Sturt and Bryan were commended by the Home Office 

for work done in connection with aliensô duties.146 

 

1918 Pay Reigate Borough Police: 

Inspector £3 5s per week rising annually by 3 shillings to £4 

Sergeants: £2 13s a week rising by 1 shilling annually to £2 17s 

Constables £2 per week rising by 1 shilling annually to £2 18s 147 

 

Surrey Constabulary employed its first policewoman 

 

During 1918 the Surrey Constabulary employed its first policewoman, a sergeant who 

was posted to Farncombe to deal with prostitutes who had moved into the area close to 

the army camp at Witley.  After the war she left the Force.   

 

Report of March 1918 by The Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 

 

The Chief Constable began his first report of the New Year by declaring that from now 

on he would not give details of DORA orders and amendments, as óthey have been 

arriving practically every dayô and he had since 10 December received 83. However, 

other instructions were still flooding in, covering subjects including: the relaxation of 

liquor regulations over the Christmas period; the prohibition of the import of ócertain 

seditious publicationsô (of which there were 18 in all known so far; others were added 

later); Italians returning to Italy under the Convention concluded between the British 

and Italian Governments; a new system for the issue of air raid warnings by day; 

regulations for the use of gas for driving vehicles; alterations to arrangements regarding 

the escape and recapture of prisoners of war; proposals for óbetter co-operationô 

between County and Borough Police Forces in connection with matters arising from 

Emergency Legislation; the uses to which private and hire cars might be put; and the 

protection and disposal of óenemy aircraft brought to earthô.148 

 

Two related confidential matters caused the Chief Constable some difficulties this 
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quarter. The first, arising from conferences between himself and the Competent 

Military Authorities of the Aldershot and Eastern Commands involving ócertain stepsô 

to be taken by the Military and Police in co-operation in the event of an emergency 

being declared, was óof so secret a characterô that he could not actually report it. 

Subsequently, he received a confidential letter from the Home Office (the contents of 

which he was unable to give in detail) regarding applications by the Police for military 

aid in case of disturbance, although he found that it ópractically forbids the Police to 

ask for such aid except in cases of absolute necessityô; in connection with this, he 

described in detail a riot by railwaymen and employees of Dennis Bros and Drummonds 

in Guildford on 2 February, who refused to allow butchers to distribute meat, and 

discussed at length what could or should be done in the event of a greater disturbance 

with a reduced Police force and without military aid, especially in light of 480 Russian 

soldiers (possible óBolsheviksô) at Minden Barracks, Deepcut. 

 

Other demands on the Chief Constableôs time were 1. The provision of data for the 

Minister of National Service to complete the Ministerôs records regarding male alien 

enemies exempted from internment; 2. The monthly notification of the arrival, 

departure or death of all male alien enemies; 3. A request for action from the Local 

Food Control Committee regarding food hoarding, in response to which he pointed out 

with some asperity that it was their own responsibility to obtain a search warrant and 

make a search (although he did promise to allow an officer to accompany them).149 

 

Men still going to the armed forces 

 

1918 27 April: It is an indication that in April of the year when the war would finally 

end, manpower was still short and the police still called up as when Surrey 

Constabulary officers from across the county joined the Army. 

 

The eight men were the last eligible single police officers serving in the Surrey 

Constabulary. There was one however, a discharged soldier and two over military age.  

Police Constables Bord, A. Ellis, Rose, HQ at Guildford; Edwards, Virginia Water; 

Smeed, Camberley; Wilkinson, Godalming; Freeland, York Town; Turner, Woking; 

Fielding, Egham Hythe; Norgate, Englefield Green; Lewis, Fetcham; Bishop, Hogs 

back; Hainsworth, Haslemere; C Ellis, Tatsfield; White, Minter, Woking; A. Ellis 

Charlwood; called to the Colours in April 1918. None appear on the force war memorial 

so it can be assumed they all survived. 150 

 

It may have been five months from the end of the war but in May there was no 

indication that the war would end that year or any certainty that the Allies would win, 
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even though the vast amount of manpower and resources were beginning to be deployed 

by the United States. 

 
Surrey Police Squad May 1918 ï are some of the men who joined in April 1918 

in this photograph? 

 
Surrey Advertiser 27 April 1918 

 

 

Report of May 1918: Sant Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 

 

Subjects of instruction and information this quarter included: the declaration of County 

Clare, Ireland, as a Special Military Area; an order making it a summary offence for 

any woman suffering from venereal disease to solicit or have sex with any member of 

HM Forces (for which the Chief Constable predicted that the Police will óhave to do all 
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the workô); the maintenance of discipline of troops of Allied Forces in the UK (at 

present just US Forces, whose own Courts Martial should deal with matters arising); 

the procedure to be followed should a discharged soldier wish to be taken on in the 

Police Force; the prohibition of the opening of any new retail trade or business without 

a licence; the control of passenger traffic between Great Britain and Ireland by a permit 

system (for which application should be made to the police); and no student to be 

admitted to any óschool of Wireless Telegraphyô until his credentials had been checked 

(by the police, naturally). 

 

Again, letters from the Home Office caused problems. The first outlined the duties of 

the police in case of invasion, but it appeared to the Chief Constable that óShould such 

an emergency arise, it would appear to me that each Constable will have to be in several 

places at one and the same time!! I can only hope that such a contingency may not take 

place!!ô 

 

In response to the second, stating that the Police were to take over the 5 Military Aircraft 

Observation Posts, the Chief Constable managed to persuade the HO to concede that 

Sergeants (who could not just stay at home waiting for a call) were not to neglect their 

police work for observation duty, and that ñif they were out [on duty] at the time the 

call came, no one was to be blamed for neglect to comply with the order.ò 151 

 

Further irritations included: the óincredibleô number of enquiries which had to be made 

regarding the ómisconductô and óimproprietiesô of wives of serving soldiers (which the 

Chief Constable considered a ódisgracefulô use of police time); a letter from the 

óDorking and District Flag Day and War Charitiesô asking for his óobservations thereonô 

(óNo doubt my reply will be laid before the Committeeô); and the compilation of yet 

another census of livestock, this time including poultry.152 

 

Report of September 1918: Chief Constable Sant Surrey Constabulary 

 

Sant began this report by reminding the Chairman of the Standing Joint Committee that 

óall the duties of a permanent nature imposed on the Police é are still being carried 

outô and that all the subjects of instruction and information outlined this quarter were 

either new or amendments to old ones. They included: permission for the use of lights 

in dining rooms and sittings rooms of hotels, inns and boarding houses up to midnight; 

the possible protection from military service of members of the Special Constabulary 

(the Chief Constable was to forward to the Home Office the names, ages and grades of 

any in his force); alterations to licences for the sale of horses at auctions and fairs; a 

new Road Transport Order and the registration of Goods Carrying Vehicles (forms to 

be issued at Police Stations); provisions for billeting women ówho are enrolled for 
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employment by the Army Councilô; the seizing and destroying of óHostile Leafletsô (a 

list of 147 was supplied); the use of hay and straw for horse transport; the requirement 

of American citizens in the UK to either to serve with the US Army or return to the US 

(the taking of a census of Americans of military age by the Police was requested), the 

same to apply to Greek citizens (who might serve in the British Army); assistance to 

the Board of Trade in dealing with desertions of alien seamen and Danes (the Chief 

Constable did not consider that the Police had any power to ódemand from the Seamen 

or Danes, their passports, etc.ô); Czechoslovaks to be treated as óalien friends and 

alliesô; the movement of alien prisoners of war (who on the whole the Chief Constable 

found well-behaved and good workers) employed in agricultural and other work; the 

discontinuance of the Separation Allowance in cases of immoral army wives; and the 

responsibility of the Police to ensure that every alien, without exception, had an Identity 

Book. 153 

 

The Home Office persisted in its demand that the police should be ready to man óat any 

moment night or dayô the Military Aircraft Observation Posts (now 6 in number), to 

ófree for other duties é men of the Royal Defence Corps, hitherto employed to man 

the observation postsô; however, this time the Chief Constable made no comment other 

than to cite parts of the letter, although later in the report he considered that as the 

manning of the observation posts was obviously a military duty, it should be performed 

by the Volunteer Defence Corps. 

 

He dealt sympathetically with two requests. The first, from the Assistant Provost 

Marshal at Aldershot, asked that the police assist in dealing with óhawkers etc.ô who, 

ejected from military camps, could defy him by travelling on roads passing through the 

camps, over which he had no jurisdiction; this was acceded to by the Chief Constable, 

who also wrote recommending that camp byelaws be extended to those roads. The 

second, from the Ministry of National Service, asking that the Chief Constable allow 

the police to assist in the gathering of the harvest as it was of ónational importanceô was 

also dealt with promptly, and Sant received ógratifying reports of the way in which the 

Police came to the aid of the farmersô. 

 

The Assistant Provost Marshal at Aldershot also made the welcome suggestion that the 

Military Authorities might aid the Chief Constable in the conveyance to Holloway (via 

Godalming and the Guildford Petty Sessions) of prostitutes apprehended by the Police 

in the neighbourhood of the camp at Witley by providing a vehicle for the purpose, for 

which the Chief Constable might apply officially; however, the eventual reply received 

from the Surplus Property Disposal Board merely invited the Chief Constable to ómake 

an offer for any vehicle which might suit my purpose!!!!! [sic]ô. 

 

Sant noted the receipt of an óextremely interestingô addendum to the pamphlet 
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concerning German Aeroplane Bombs, but noted that óthe contents are secret, and must 

not be communicatedô. Also received were ócertain sealed ordersô from the Home 

Office, with instructions ónot to open the envelope unless I received a telegram to do 

soô. 

 

The case of the alien enemy Andre von Drumreicher, who had served in the German 

cavalry and subsequently in the Egyptian Civil Service, and who had now come to 

England from Egypt, was described in detail; with some amazement, Sant noted that he 

was ófor some inexplicable reasonô released by the Home Office from internment and 

is now residing at Farnham.154 

 

Report of November 1918 The Chief Constable used this short report to discuss his 

meeting in October with a deputation of members of the Surrey Constabulary over rates 

of pay; the ódeplorable, and disgracefulô Metropolitan Police strike was also mentioned. 

 

Camberley Special Constables on Armistice Day 155 

Report November/ December 1918 The Chief Constable Captain Sant 

 

On 11 November 1918, the final armistice was signed and the guns were at last silenced. 

Eighteen Surrey Police Officers (including Boroughs) paid for peace with their lives. 

The chief constable prepared a full report recording the Forceôs experiences during the 

war years with a view to helping plan a coordinated police response in the event of any 

ñéfuture waréò - prophetic words indeed. 

 

Addendum Report: Captain Sant first reported a decrease in the number of duties the 

police had been called upon to perform in connection with the war. Continuing with the 
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case of one Louisa Frost, the maid of Lady Stanley (who lived at Furze Hill, Pirbright) 

and the wife of an interned German, whom he had been asked to remove from óthe 

vicinity of the camps at Pirbrightô to the Metropolitan Area, Sant moved on to list more 

subjects demanding his attention, including: the inclusion of all Spanish and Portuguese 

Jews in the class of Turkish Subjects; identification marks on military vehicles; the 

enforcement of regulations preventing the shooting of carrier pigeons (as it was legal 

for a farmer to shoot any pigeon alighting on his land and several had done so); the 

withdrawal of posters issued in October regarding cattle feed stuffs and the supply of 

new ones; the regularisation of arrangements regarding the exemption of police eligible 

for military service from enlistment; the supply of information to the Ministry of Food 

regarding the addresses, members and purpose of registered clubs; the compilation of 

a ócomplete censusô of all horses, mules and asses in the county; regulations regarding 

the slaughter of horses for food (óIt is important that no horseflesh which is unfit for 

food may be sold for human consumptionô); police procedure in the case of deserters 

and absentees from the Royal Navy; arrangements for Belgian refugees to remain in 

their present places and not to go to London or ports for repatriation (óI anticipate that 

the duty of carrying out these arrangements will fall on the Policeô); and ï with obvious 

relief ï authorising the ringing of church bells and the use of fireworks and bonfires 

upon the ówelcome information that an armistice has been signed by Germanyô, and 

cancelling all DORA regulations. At the very end of this last wartime report, the Chief 

Constable quoted from a letter received from the Ministry of National Service: óI should 

like to take this opportunity of thanking you for the untiring and willing help which you 

have given to the Department in the past and I need hardly say how helpful this 

assistance has beenô.156 

 

In October, the Chief Constable was asked to give evidence before a Committee dealing 

with DORA regulations on prostitutes, but he felt that the best evidence they could 

obtain would be that of one Superintendent Jennings of the Godalming Division and 

the Assistant Provost Marshal of Witley Camp, both of whom have seen the 

óindescribably filthy conditionô (he enumerated here several nasty symptoms) of some 

of the 31 women so far prosecuted. The problems of ófemales in campsô lead to the 

appointment of óWomen Constablesô, and the Chief Constable included a separate, 

special report dated 5 December 1918 on óWomen Policeô, which described their 

formation, eligibility and duties in detail.157 

 

Disgruntled police officers 

 

Sant was enlightened enough to recognise that the police, with many of them now ex-

servicemen were unwilling to accept the petty tyranny of police management before the 

war. In 1919 on March 11 before the coming of the Federation there was a recognition 
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post war that there needed to be some form of safety valve for the men who were more 

reluctant to accept the style of police management before the war. Surrey had changed 

and officers did no take part in strike action but these were potentially dangerous times. 

The chief constable in General Order 630 established a Board. One officer and one 

constable were to be elected annually by ballot of the officers and men, respectively, in 

each division. There would be opportunities for discussion of matters concerned with 

the conditions of service will be given on each pay day. Should any subject be brought 

forward or a vote in favour of it be arrived at in any division, such subject shall be put 

before all other divisions for their discussion and a vote taken on it. Should a majority 

of the whole force be in favour of it, it will then be brought before the chief constable 

at the ensuing conferences, and other matters which have been brought up by divisions 

and agreed to by a majority of the members of the force will be dealt with at the 

conference.  

Special Constables might be dispensed with 

 

1919 20 May Chief Constable to the Standing Joint Committee: I think that the time 

has now arrived when the services of the Special Constables might be dispensed with.158 

 

Men were returning or recruits were being appointed with 252 constables in May 1919 

and 306 in September 1919 from the low point of 205 in 1917. Durant wrote in his 1951 

history of the Surrey Constabulary that sixteen men were wounded, three of who were 

permanently incapacitated and fifteen killed. To be added to this were the men of the 

Reigate Borough Police and Guildford Borough Police who lost three men killed.  

1919 Learning points of the war from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 

1919 undated but just after the end of the war a report from Captain Sant on learning 

points from policing the First World War: The major points are:  Surrey was an 

unrestricted area and being close to the Metropolis received an influx of refugees at 

times of anticipated air raids. These refugees were for the most part from the east of 

London and mainly consisted of aliens many of whom were undesirable characters. 

They arrived in trainloads and got off where they liked causing considerable difficulties 

and annoyance in the districts where ñthey dumped themselvesò. Housing had to be 

found for them without warning ñbut the feeding capacities in view of rationing and the 

scarcity of food were much taxed and special arrangements had to be made with the 

rationing authorities.ò Occasionally all the schools and like buildings had to be used to 

house undesirable refugees an in any future war preparations should be made 

beforehand to deal with it. One suggestion was that railway companies should be 

prohibited from bringing refugees down without consultation with authorities of the 

districts to which they bring them. Locations outside London suitable for receiving 

refugees should be agreed beforehand and they should not be taken to any other place. 

 
158 SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018 
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It was accepted that this would not deal with those that arrived by motorcar of which 

there were many. 

 

Surrey was in the danger zone and on any invasion route and arrangements had to be 

made to deal with the receipt and passing on of inhabitants, cattle, implements etc. from 

Sussex but also to arrange for the evacuation of the county itself. In order to carry out 

these duties a force of four thousand Special Constables was raised in addition to those 

on ordinary duty. These Special Constables were earmarked for defence of the realm 

duties only and did no other work of a police nature. ------- The main requisite was to 

collect all persons, cattle, material etc., and move them by routes other than the main 

roads so as to leave the latter free for military use. --------- In villages Special 

Constables were detailed for the various duties, some in connection with the removal 

of inhabitants, others for cattle, etc., everything required to be moved being dealt with 

by the requisite numbers of Special Constables. Others were detailed to keep order 

along the various routes selected and some were in place at every junction of the main 

roads to hold up refugees if necessary, to keep the roads clear for the military. The 

rendezvous for all cattle, etc., was Richmond Park. 

 

There was much guarding of key and vulnerable points, which seem to have not been 

considered by the authorities in the move to war. Much of this was done by the Special 

Constabulary or unarmed policemen 

 

The providing of billets for military authorities was another great tax upon the police, 

fifteen thousand found in the first winter of the war. The troops arrived ignorant of 

everything and had to be ñspoon fedò. The spy and signalling mania with which the 

public became infected proved a source of continual trouble and the public was a perfect 

nuisance. Every Defence of the Realm Regulation added to already onerous duties of 

the police and the influx of aliens from restricted areas and their supervision also caused 

a great deal of work. The correspondence became colossal. 

 

I was very hard pressed all over the county to allow notice to be given of air raids. This 

I refused to do with the result that instead of sitting up all night in fear the inhabitants 

slept comfortably in their beds and only learnt of the raids by reading the papers next 

morning. The police and special constables were given full instructions as to their duties 

should bombs be dropped in their vicinity and that I held was sufficient.  

 

Being an unrestricted area Surrey experienced an influx of Belgian refugees who came 

in large numbers without warning and were distributed across the county. The time of 

the police was much occupied in finding and registering them. 

 

At the busiest time in the War a census of all agricultural implements was urgently 

called for. It can be imagined what the distribution and collection of two thousand two 

hundred and fifty forms meant in the way of work for the police. Then there was the 

requisitioning of horses of which many thousands were obtained in this county. 
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Countless returns were called for from time to time and when considering the 

preparations to be made in the event of another war as many of these matters as possible 

should be foreseen and dealt with beforehand.159 

 
Placed at police headquarters Mount Browne The Surrey Constabulary War 

memorial to those killed during the First World War. See below for Guildford 

Borough Police. 

 

 
159 SCC Archives CC98/72 undated 
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From Christian Duckett, Ceremonial Association of Surrey Police, who in 2018 

are correcting a failure of many generations by adding the men of the Guildford 

Borough Police to the Surrey Constabulary war memorial.  
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Robert Reginald Lawrence Reigate Borough Police died as a result of illness 

caught whilst serving in France. Meritorious Service medal Mentioned twice in 

despatches  

 

1919 April 11: Surrey Mirror: Police War Record : The Chief Constable in a report 

to the Standing Joint Committee stated that 50 constables who had been serving in the 

army had returned to their duties. The following constables had been decorated for their 

services: Walter Tuppen DCM; Thomas Runnegar MM; Henry Brand MM. 

 

The following constables had been wounded: W Stevens, WH Duke, W Tuppen, W 

Hall, G Abdy, JR Butterfield, G Knight, WH Head, J Sawyer, JA Hancock, P Claxton, 

C Andrews, A Pease. 

 

The following had been permanently incapacitated through wounds: PCs C Farrow, G 

Moore, P Best. 
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As far as we know the undermentioned have been killed or died on service: PC H 

Bullen, C Childs, H Wise, W Paine, W Avenell, E Brattle, H Noakes, J Freemantle, T 

Fremantle, N Smithers, D Russell, AE Warrell 

 

 

1919 31 December: Reigate Borough Police Annual Report to the Watch 

Committee 

 

At the end of 1919 over a year from the end of the war James Metcalfe submitted his 

Annual Report to the Watch Committee, Reigate Borough Police, which included a 

section on the activities of the Fire Brigade. 160 Establishment 40 actual strength 35 

 

 

 

The War is over but not its consequences 

 

The horrific war ended and men who were fit enough drifted back to their police forces 

to pick up the pieces of their interrupted lives. Many police officers across the country 

lost their lives, many were awarded high gallantry medals and great many were 

physically and no doubt mentally injured taking a great time to recover, if they did. 

 

But one thing being a police officer shows about life is it goes on regardless of personal 

tragedy. The sun comes up and another day starts bringing with it more trials and 

tribulations for police officers and those they serve.   

 

The police forces were never the same with strikes and much ill feeling leading to the 

establishment of the Police Federation, which for generations spoke well for their 

members and avoided the repeat of the 1919 industrial action. However, the Victorian 

methods of policing continued. Little changed until the late 1960s. 

  

 
160 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report end 31 December 1919 
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Some of Those Who Served in Surrey Police Forces 

and the Military  

 
 

Members of the Surrey Constabulary serving in the Military Police Corps 1915 
161 162 

Runnegar MM, Bridger, Peet, Gater Medaille d'Honneur with bronze swords, Budd, 

Ryall, West, Sergeant Major Gibson (not Surrey Constabulary), Tanner Medaille 

d'Honneur with bronze swords, Smithers (KIA)  Tassell 

 

Richard Callaghan the Military Police museum curator wrote on the 26 November 

2020: ñSquadron Sgt Major James Gibson, born in Ballyalton, Newtonards, Co Down 

is the most likely candidate. He first enlisted into the Army as 21-year-old groom in 

1900. He transferred from the 5thLancers No 5388 on 1st October 1904 into the Military 

Mounted Police No 580. It looks as if he spent a large amount of time from 1911 in 

Egypt (marrying there in 1912). His Mention in Despatches in 1917 and Meritorious 

Service Medal in 1918 are both for service there It is believed that there were about 50 

Surrey Constabulary officers in the Military Police during the First World War.ò 

 

The combined losses of those killed from the three police forces of Surrey was 19 in 

the First World War with 22 who died in the Second World War. 

 

 
161 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/surrey-constabulary-in-the-first-world-war/ 
162 Surrey History Centre Reference: 9152/1/5/4, September 1915 First World War Surrey Constabulary  
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PC John (Jack) Alfred Ashcroft 

Surrey Constabulary 

Sussex Regiment Europe and Far East 

 

 
This photograph was taken in Shere in 1955. Believed to be PC Bill Carey but 

the photograph is a representation of how John would have worked. 

 

Timeline 

 

Sylvia Fox, historian 9th Battalion, Sussex Regiment and Dee Hutchinson, Secretary 

Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum. (Surrey Constabulary not accessible during 

pandemic) 

 

1. Born 31 December 1919 in the Guildford area. 

2. 1 October 1936, enlists in Territorial Army, No. 2604744 

3. 1/5th Battalion Queens West Surrey Regiment Annual Camp in 1939 using the 

above Regt number 2604744 
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4.  
Surrey Advertiser - Wednesday 28 June 1939- which makes it very unlikely 

John was in the police prior to the Second World War 

5. Called to the colours 1st September 1939, the day Germany invaded Poland. 

Serving with 1st/5th Queens Royal West Surrey Regiment. (QRWS) 

6. QRWS join BEF, deployed to Belgium and France. Ashcroft was evacuated 

probably via Dunkirk 

7. On return to the UK posted to the Infantry Training Centre and was discharged 

on 16 June 1940 which is just after the 5th Battalion returned.  As he was 

discharged under Kingôs Regulation 383(xvi) (a) this indicates he was 

invalided out of military service as ñunfit for service in the Army". 

8. Unknown date, believed to have re-joined QRWS, presumably now recovered. 

New Army No issued 6087027.  

9. The 1/5th Surrey returned from Italy around December 1943 so if he had 

stayed with 1/5th on the 11 June 1944 he would have landed in Normandy. It 

would appear that during Rest and Recuperation and training and getting ready 

for Normandy landings Ashcroft moved to the Royal Sussex. 

10. 11 June 1944, Ashcroft transfers to 9th Royal Sussex, part of 36th Division, 

who were then in Shillong, India  

11. In India and then Burma with his Regiment which saw action in the Arakan 

and at Imphal. 

12. Promoted to Sergeant on unknown date. 

13. With 9th Royal Sussex is flown in from Ledo by Dakota to the Northern 

Combat Area of Burma. Lands at Myitkyina airstrip, the town itself still being 

occupied by the Japanese. 

14. Takes part in the advance through Northern Burma, following the railway 

corridor south. 

15. October 1944 promoted Company Quartermaster Sergeant (CQMS.)  

16. The Battalion reaches Mandalay and is relieved by other units. In May 1945, 

the men fly back to India to recuperate and regroup, pending next deployment. 

17. May 1945, CQMS Ashcroft moves to Support Coy, following a 

reorganisation. Even a CQMS would have been digging trenches, taking 

supplies and water to frontline, loading mules and being bombed and shot at. 

All of the 9th marched on foot through hostile territory. HQ was often a tent 

and supplies were dropped by air, often missing drop zone, sinking into soft 

ground or falling into enemy hands. Quartermasterôs stores hardly existed, at 

least until they returned to India for regrouping.  

18. 3rd July 1945 is promoted to CSM, "HQ" Coy. 
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19. Throughout July, regularly performing duties as Battalion CSM 

20. The 9th remain in India until VJ Day, then at the end of August take part in 

Operation Zipper. They board ships at Cochin, and sail in convoy to Malaya. 

Using landing craft, they arrive on shore, early in September, uncertain of 

their welcome. 

21. In Malaya, based at Fort Butterworth, near Penang, assist with surrender of 

Japanese troops, and provide security whilst Malaya is returned to a civilian 

administration. 

22. Sergeant Ashworth was entitled to add the Burma Star to his rack of medals. 

23. Last entries in War Diaries record CSM Ashcroft playing cricket for the 

Battalion, against an RAF Team, November 1945. A CQMS is a Company 

Quartermaster Sergeant. Equivalent rank Colour Sgt/ Staff Sergeant. This 

means he worked in the stores for his company obtaining supplies and keeping 

the rank and file supplied. So not a frontline soldier - works away from the 

frontline and would be in Company HQ.  

24. Late 45 or early 1946, returns to UK. The 9th Royal Sussex was disbanded the 

same year. Men not due for demob were transferred to other Regiments. 

25. As a specialist quartermaster in the Royal Sussex right up to 1946 he had 

value to the Royal Army Ordnance Corp where he transferred for post war 

tidy up. He left the Army as a Company Sergeant Major. 

26. The Surrey Regimental entry for John shows he enlisted on 1 October 1936 

into the TA. The Long Service Medal joining TA in 1936 and still serving 

after 1945 then the service for this medal was doubled up during the War. So 

original 12 years and this would become six years and would be awarded. 

Also found that served Royal Sussex to 1946 and then 1946 -1949 RAOC 

before demob. By then he was entitled to the T.A Long Service and Good 

Conduct Medal, the War Medal and 1939/45 Star. 

27. Married Q4 1946 Mary A Hawksbee.  

28. Joined Surrey Constabulary about 1949. Due to pandemic there is no access to 

files at the record office, but it is thought he served in Guildford then on the 

rural section at Shere before becoming a Scenes of Crime Officer based at 

Godalming. His regular army service would have counted towards his police 

pension 

29. Lived +/- 1950/1951 in a flat with six others at 76a North Street Guildford: 

John, Lucy E, Mary Ashcroft, plus Nellie Basses, Doris/Norman Shail. The 

latter two moved out in 1951 

30. Albury History Society Wood Lodge (Police Cottage) Mr and Mrs Jack 

Ashcroft and daughter Diane. Mr Ashcroft was the local policeman and the 

cottage was also tenanted to the police in 1911 census. Voters List April 1985 

262b 2-030 living in Wood Lodge, Sherbourne, Albury 

31. Died Q3 1999 at Guildford age 80 

 

The above has been drawn up from the sources below, and certain assumptions have 

been made. In particular, that the J. Ashcroft who went to France with BEF was the 
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same man who re-joined his Regiment later in the war and whilst serving with them in 

the Far East, transferred to 9th Royal Sussex. Although the movements of the 9th Royal 

Sussex are well documented, injury and illness inevitably remove soldiers from active 

duty from time to time, so individuals may not have been present in all engagements 

with the enemy. 

 

Sources 

1. Office of National Statistics. 

2. The Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum 

3. Records of Queens Royal West Surrey Rgt. www.queensroyalsurreys.org.uk 

4. Not Forgetting the 9th,The War Diaries of Cyril Grimes 1944 & 1945. 

TimeBox Press.www.timeboxpress.com 

5. The Burma Star Association, Membership 

Records. www.burmastarmemorial.org 

6. The War Diaries of the 9th Royal Sussex Regiment- 1944- WO 172/4921 and 

1945 WO172/7666 

7. Voters List April 85 262b 2-030-Wood Lodge Sherbourne, Albury 
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Sergeant Ashcroft rear right, Sussex Regiment 
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Voterôs List: Note George Cooper living at Surrey Joint Police HQ in North Street with 

the Ashcrofts as near neighbours. 
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The electoral roll confirms his living +/- 1953- 1961 at Police Cottages, Shere. 
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Burma Star Application 1955 
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Police Constable 55 William Avenall  

Surrey Constabulary  

1st Battalion, The Queenôs (Royal West Surrey) Regt 

Died of Wounds aged 29 3 January 1916 

Father of six children 

PC Avenall served as Private L/8495 of the 1st Battalion, The Queenôs (Royal West 

Surrey) Regt. He died aged 29 and was the son of Edmond and Ada Avenall, of 

Bramley, Guildford and the husband of Alice Avenall, of Normandy Village, 

Guildford. He is buried in Woburn Abbey Cemetery, Cuinchy. He enlisted at Guildford. 

Age 24 

Height 5ô 11ò 

Complexion Pale 

Hair Dark Brown 

Eyes Brown 

Birthplace Gomshall 

 

Surrey Constable Died of Wounds 

 

Amongst the Reservists who were called up when the war broke out was PC William 

Avenall Surrey County Constabulary who was for a considerable time stationed at 

Bletchingly before going to Normandy, near Guildford. He belonged to the 1st Royal 

West Surrey regiment (The Queenôs) and went to the front early taking part in the 

famous battle for Mons and other engagements. Then he fell with an attack of 

rheumatism. He was in hospital and subsequently returned to England. After his 

recovery he had to re-join his battalion at the front, and continued to take part in the 

heavy fighting until he was wounded recently. He succumbed to his wounds on January 

17th. Avenall had many friends in Bletchingly and Godstone and they will be sorry to 

hear of his death. He was a native of Bramley near Guildford. He had been in the Surrey 

Constabulary nearly 5½ years and leaves a wife and six children.163 

 

William Avenall joined the Surrey Constabulary on 12th September 1910 aged 24, and 

was sworn in before H. A. Powell and R. L. Briscoe at Guildford on 16th September 

1910. His appointment number was 1570 and his collar number 55. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as Soldier having served with the Royal West Surrey 

Regiment for five years.  He was first stationed at Bletchingly before moving to 

Normandy and during his service he was promoted from 3rd class to 1st class Constable 

  

 
163 Surrey Mirror 28 January 1916 
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BOER WAR (1899-1902) 

 

Police Constable 7 John George Barnes 

 Guildford Borough  Police 

Killed at Rensburg, Cape Colony, South Africa 

4 January 1900  

 

A number of British regiments were at Rensburg at the time of PC Barnesô death during 

a period of hard fighting. From the 1-5 January 1900 there were engagements at 

Jasfontein, Plewmanhalte, Grassy Hill (Graskop) and Skietfontein, Colesberg, Cape 

Colony close to Rensburg 

The Events of the Boer War in and around Rensburg 

General H Schoeman and Commandant BR Grobler (of Norvalspont Commando) on 

the evenings of 1st and 2nd November attacked the bridges at Norvalspont, Bethulie and 

took control of them. General Buller then retreated from Nouwpoort and Stormberg. 

The Boers took control of Colesberg on 13 November 1899. The town then was 

proclaimed to be part of the Republic of Free State. A committee of six members got 

elected to assist the Boers: J van der Walt, his brother H van der Walt, Gideon Jooste, 

NAJ van Rensburg and Rudolph Badenhorst. About 130 Boers joined the burghers.  

In the meantime, General French with a lot of reinforced troops made their way to 

Nouwpoort. By 20th November there were 3,000 troops. The Boers blew up the railway 

line north of Tweedale on 21 November. The Berkshire Regiment had to repair it. The 

New South Wales Lancers under the command of West spied out the country as far 

north as Arundel. When they found no Boers, they went and arrested NAJ van Rensburg 

on his farm, Rensburgstation.  

French decided to make his HQ at Arundel, on 23 November they clashed with a 

number of Boers 3 English were wounded and they had to retreat. On the 23 November 

an Englishmen were shot dead at Arundel, this was the first casualty in this district. The 

Boers were just north of Arundel. A number of times the Boers attempted to cut off the 

imperial forces at Arundel. At the end of November extra troops arrived: First Suffolk 

Regiment, New Zealand Mounted Rifles, Royal Engineers and some other regiments 

including the Carabineers under Colonel Porter. They then moved to Arundel, two 

camps were established here: one behind the station near the ókopô, this was known as 

Camp Hill. The main camp was about 500 meters west of the station. The right wing of 
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the Boerôs were then at Vaalkop. On 11 December the Boers at Vaalkop suffered one 

casualty and three wounded in a small battle with the 10th Hussars.  

French moved to Arundel on 17th December. The New Zealanderôs went on a patrol to 

Jasfontein and the Boers had to retreat. The Boers also vacated Rensburg on the 26th 

December, French then moved into John van Rensburgôs home.  

ñIn the early hours of 2nd January 1900, the Boers uncoupled 32 trucks at the railway 

siding near the British camp at Rensburg. The trucks ran down a long incline for about 

5 miles in the direction of Colesberg before coming to a halt at Plewman near the Boer 

position. The Boers had blown up part of the track and some of the trucks were derailed. 

A detachment of New South Wales Lancers and Australian Horse under Captain Cox 

was called out at 2.30 am to go after the trucks which were loaded with stores. An 

engine also steamed down the line to bring the trucks back to Rensburg.ò These trucks 

were abandoned since when they tried to retrieve it they came under heavy fire they 

found cover and when darkness arrived they retreated. with the equivalent of 22 000 

rations fell in the Boerôs hands164 

PC Barnes died on the 4 January 1900 as the fighting continued. 

  

 

164  Taken from the Internet 17 April 2004 
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Police Constable Percy Howard Best 

Surrey Constabulary  

Corporal  

2nd Manchester Regiment 

 

On the 4 August 1914 at the outbreak of the war PC Percy Best joined up but was 

discharged after being wounded and did not return to the Force. PC Best was the groom 

to Superintendent West at Oxted before being transferred to Tongham when he married 

in 1912. A picture of the mounted PC, which hung in Oxted police station, is now in 

the archive at Mount Browne.165 

 

 
PC Percy Best at Oxted about 1913 

 

Percy Best joined the Surrey Constabulary as a member of the Army reserve following 

service in the 2nd Manchester Regiment. He had joined the army on the 14 July 1903. 

When he was recalled to the Colours, he was living at Rose Cottage, New Road, 

Tongham with his wife Marry Ellen Fuller whom he married on 26 October 1912 at 

Oxted parish church. 

 

PC Best entered the theatre of war on 28 January 1915. On 20 March 1915 with a 'bullet 

in back' entered No 8 Casualty Clearing Hospital, Ballieul in France. No major battle 

was taking place but continuous sniping and harassment by the enemy. He was awarded 

the Silver War Badge issued 1 March 1917 no 28059, given to wounded men unable to 

 
165 Conversation between the granddaughter and John Molyneux May 2012 www.surrey-

constabulary.com 
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remain in the armed forces. Entitled to 1915 Star, Victory Medal and British War 

Medal.166 

 

 
 

From a local paper probably the Surrey Mirror about 1911 or 1912 

 

Police removals 

 

PC Percy Best who has been stationed at Oxted for some three years has left this week 

on transference to Tongham in the Farnham Division. Whilst at Oxted he discharged 

the duties of groom to Superintendent E. West at the Central Station. Mr Best is shortly 

to be married and his many friends at Oxted where he has won their respect by his 

attention to his duties, will wish him every happiness in his future career. His place at 

Oxted is to be taken by PC Harry Robinson from Tongham. 

 

About 1915 ï Surrey Constable wounded: 

 

News has been received that Corporal P Best of the 2nd Manchester Regiment has been 

severely wounded in action in the recent fighting and is now in hospital in France. It is 

hoped to be able to remove him to England as soon as possible. Best is a constable in 

the Surrey County Constabulary and was at the Oxted station for a considerable time. 

He was called as a reservist. 

 

A Wounded Constable 

 

PC Best of the Surrey Constabulary has been invalided out of the army. He was in the 

Manchester Regiment and was a reservist when war broke out. He was attached to the 

 
166 From Barry Friend by email 20 August 2019 
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Oxted Police Division when he was called up, and has been married only a short time. 

He was sent to the front with his regiment and was wounded in action in March, a  

Surrey Constabulary and has now been discharged. Considering the serious nature of 

his wound he was looking pretty well when he visited Oxted on Monday to renew the 

acquaintance of his comrades, and they hope he may eventually be restored to health.167 

 

However, he did not have good health again. He was a founder member of the 

Comrades of the Great War at Oxted. This later became the British Legion and later 

The Royal British Legion. 

 

He died in September 1951 

 

 
Oxted about 1913 

 

The officer in the centre of the picture is Superintendent H. West and the P.C. standing 

at the extreme left, is Percy Howard Best, the Superintendentôs groom (or more 

correctly, his horse's groom).  

 

  

 

167 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 24 July 1915 
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Police Constable Percy Bowd  

Guildford Borough Police  

Second World War  

1943 Control Commision 

Magistrate and Chief Superintendent Osnabrook 

Possibly later Detective Inspector Surrey Constabulary  

 

PC P Bowd joined Guildford Borough Police on the 9th May 1927 having served for 

three years from 1924 in the Royal Horse Guards (Blues) and following a medical from 

Dr Milligan and an interview with the Chief Constable Mr Nicholas. He was then 

posted as a mounted branch officer in a section consisting of PS Arthur Brazier, PC 

Percy Punter, PC Jack Lock, PC Reg Demount, PC Bob Roberts and PC P Bowd. 

 

As the Borough could not afford its own horses these were hired from a Mrs Darling 

who kept a fine stable on the site now (1980s) occupied by Messrs Anglel   Son  and 

Grey (builders merchants)  known as Durlingôs Corner, Onslow Street. The horses were 

ridden into Laundry Lane where the Salvation Army band practiced and the horses were 

shod by Mr Ward the blacksmith.   

 

Before the first purchase of a motorcar, allowances were paid to a number of constables 

for the use of their motorcycles on emergency duties  and by the time the Morris van 

had been purchased PC Bowd had transferred to the CID as a van driver.  

 

In 1928 the CID consisted of Detective Sergeant Arthur Manfield, and Detective 

Constables CP Fountain and HE Stone. 

 

In 1928 PC Bowd was commended by the Coroner for attempting to rescue a would be 

suicide from drowning in the River Wey- from the road bridge at the bottom of the 

High Street and at night. Unfortuantely he was not succesful. 

 

The strength of the force was 34 officers paid £3.13.6d a week. The night duty officers 

had to wake the early relief at approximately 0500 by banging on the ouside walls with 

their truncheons. It was also the responsibility of the night duty PC to check the first 

(workmanôs ) train each morning for suspects leaving the Borough by rail. (This was 

certainly still the practice in Dorking in the late 1960s). The same applied to the last 

train coming into the Borough each night.  

 

PC Bowd served in the CID from 1929 to 1943 when he went into the Army and served 

in Italy, Belgium and Germany where joined the Control Commission and acted as a 

magistrate in the lower courts. He was made a superintendent in the Control 

Commission and controlled the German CID in Osnabrook until the end of 1945. He 
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was later promoted chief superintendent and posted to Hamburg where he prosecuted 

in the more serious crime cases. He remained in this post until he retired in 1950. It is 

possible he returned to what was now the Surrey Constabulary as a detective inspector.  

 

 
Surrey Mirror  - Friday 20 January 1928 
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Police Constable 98 Harold Edwin Brand Military Medal 

Surrey Constabulary  

First World War  

Royal Horse Artillery  

 

Joined Surrey Constabulary 1 September 1909 entry 1523 age 25 in July 1909 a 

Royal Horse Artillery reservist. Called to the Colours on outbreak of war 4 Aug 1914 

re-joining Surrey Constabulary February 9 1919 

 

No record of MM in police defaulters register but this is not unusual- medal shown on 

left of group 

 
PC98 Harold Brand MM with First World War medals  

 

Pre-war PC 98 was Harold Brand who served in the army for the whole war joining 4 

August 1914. The number was reissued to PC Frederick Haseman on joining 30 

September 1914. He then left for the war returning 9 February 1919 as PC140. On the 

same day Brand returns and is re-issued PC 98. Brand is awarded the MM and the photo 

has a MM medal to the left of the group. Said to be in the Woking photo but that is not 

confirmed. 
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First World War Veterans Surrey Constabulary believed Woking 

1919 - men returned from the war possibly, PCs Tickner, Brant, Anderson, Lucas, 

Wellington, Cooke and Mayne First World War veterans Surrey Constabulary. 

Wound stripes and overseas chevrons. One name missing 

 

Rear Left PC 58 Tickner, PC181, PC253 Brant, PC267 John Charles Anderson, 

PC153, PC74 was PC Payne KIA so reissued, PC180, and PC281 Mayne 

 

PCs Tickner, Brand, Anderson, Lucas, Wellington, Cooke and Mayne  

 

Written on reverse of the photograph ñ1919 under Superintendent Marksò 
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Police Constable 545 Robert (Bob) Brown 

Surrey Constabulary 

Royal Marine 

Prisoner of War Singapore 

 
 

The death of retired Police Constable 545 Robert (Bob) Brown occurred on Monday 22 

July 2019 at 99 years of age. He would have been 100 March 2020 

 

Robert Brown served in the Surrey Constabulary from 1948 and retired in 1975 whilst 

stationed at Haslemere. He then continued to work as the CID Office Manager at 

Godalming for a number of years. 

 

PC Brown served as a Royal Marine during World War II and was serving on HMS 

Prince of Wales when it was sunk in the South China Sea in 1941.  He survived this 

catastrophe, was rescued taken to Singapore, which then fell to the Japanese in 1942. 

He remained a prisoner of war from then until October 1945.  During that time he was 

forced to work on the infamous Burma Railway.   It is a tribute to his indomitable spirit 

that he overcame these challenges and survived to the grand age of 99. 
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Police Constable 257 Henry Edward Thomas Bullen 

Surrey Constabulary 

1st Battalion Grenadier Guards 4 August 1914 

Killed  26 October 1914 age 30 

 

Served as Private 12378 in the 1st Battalion Grenadier Guards and is buried in 

Zantvoorde British cemetery. PC Bullen was the son of Thomas and Mary Bullen. 

Henry was born at Walmer in Kent enlisting at Canterbury. 

 

Henry Bullen joined the Surrey Constabulary on 11th November 1912 and was sworn 

in on 29th November 1912 at Guildford aged 28 before Col. Ricardo and Capt. Briscoe. 

His appointment number was 1642 and his collar number 257. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as Grocerôs Assistant, although he had previously served 

with the Grenadier Guards for seven years from 28th September 1905 to 27th September 

1912.He was first stationed at Dorking later moving to Effingham and during his 

service was promoted from 3rd class to 1st class Constable. 

 

168 

A Policemanôs Death 

 

The announcement has been received of the death at the Front of Private Henry Bullen 

2nd Company, 1st Grenadiers. Bullen until he was called up was a member of the Surrey 

 
168 http://www.surreycommunity.info/effinghamparishcouncil/local-history/research-projects/3-

effingham-in-wartime/effingham-ww1-memorial/effww1mem-bullen/ 
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Constabulary; he was stationed at Dorking for some time and was then transferred to 

Effingham where he was at the time he was recalled to the Colours. He was of a nice 

genial disposition, and popular with his colleagues in the Dorking Division who have 

heard of his death with sincere sorrow.  Bullen was a native of Deal and was unmarried, 

There are now three other men of the Dorking Police Division at the Front viz: PCs 

Cooke, Childs and Garwood.169 

 

A member of a family long connected with Walmer, and son of an old Channel pilot, 

who went afloat in the lugger Cosmopolite, Pte. Bullen served 7 years in the 1st 

Battalion Grenadier Guards. He was for a time parade inspector at Walmer, and when 

recalled to his regiment for the war, was in the Surrey Constabulary, and about to be 

married. 

 

Parents: 1911 census: 

No. 52, York Road, Walmer, Kent: PRO Ref: RG14 RD64 SD4 ED10 SN135 

 Thomas Bullen: head: mar: 61: boatman: Walmer, Kent 

Mary Bullen: wife: mar: 63: ---: Deal, Kent 

Frederick Bullen: son: unmarried: 21: general labourer: Walmer, Kent 

  

 
169 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 28 November 1914 
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Police Constable William Cannon 

Surrey Constabulary 

Military Foot Police 

1 Queenôs Royal West Surrey Regiment 

 

Born 7 December 1889 Liphook 

 

Military Foot Police Lance Corporal No P1872 later L23710 Private 1 Queenôs - Royal 

West Surrey Joined   regiment 12/10/15 in France. Believed he served with D Company 

1 Queenôs, being captured at Meteren April 13th, 1918.  

 

Saw action 1st Battalion Queenôs at the Battle of Bazentin, Battle of High Wood and 

the capture of Dew Drop trenches all during The Battle of The Somme. He fought at 

Arras in April 1917 and Third Ypres later. At Meteren 357 other ranks became 

casualties including, according to the war diary.  

 

Wounded face, right hand time and was a patient at Munster hospital before Sopltau 

POW camp. No pension records attributed to wounding and as a POW not eligible for 

the Silver War Badge. Notification to mother 9 Aug 1918. Class Z: 25/3/19. Medals 

1914-1915 Star, Victory Medal and British War Medal ï released POW 
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Police Constable 26 Michael Hugh Robert Carragher  

Guildford Borough Police  

Irish Guards Second World War  

Military Medal  

Major , Queenôs Regiment 

Attached Royal Military Police  

Provost Marshal 

 

1933 PC Leahy: In 1933 when the Borough were authorised to increase their strength 

Mr Leahy applied and was the only one out of twenty to pass Dr Milliganôs medical. 

On the 18 March 1933 he reported for duty in North Street with three other recruitôs 

PC 26 Carragher, PC 41 Parsons and PC 42 Almond. The numbers were allocated on 

the basis of first come first served as traditionally the lower the number the more senior 

you were. Annual leave was allocated by seniority and so the higher the number the 

lower you were on the list which meant for Bill that for his first two years of leave he 

never saw the sun.  

 

The Times, June 17, 1940; Military Medal , CARRAGHER 

 

Carragher No 2716755 Lance Sergeant Michael 2 Battalion Irish Guards 

 

During the withdrawal action through Boulogne Sergeant Carragher was continuously 

with the forward Bren guns and anti-tank rifles of his company. Despite intense enemy 

fire he displayed the greatest contempt of personal danger and by his imperturbable 

spirit kept up the courage of his men. Throughout the day his behaviour was cool as if 

he had been on a barrack square, and there is no doubt he played a large part in delaying 

for so long the enemyôs advance.170 

 

2716755 Lance Sgt Carragher's MM was gazetted 20 December 1940 in London 

Gazette number 35020 supplement 7199 when with the 2 Battalion Irish Guards 

 

174125 2Lt Michael Hugh Robert Carragher was commissioned into the Queens 22 

February1941 with a Regular Army Emergency Commission. Gazetted 35091 Page 

1279 dated 3 March 1941  

 

30 September 1941 he was reported as dangerously ill on Casualty list No 630. 

 

3 June1947 he was promoted to Acting Major. 

 
170 http://www.ww2guards.com/ww2guards/AWARDS_A_-

_C/Pages/CARRAGHER,_MICHAEL,_M.M.,_2IG.html#0 
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6064 SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE, 5 DECEMBER 1950 

INFANTR:  ' The Queen's R. Hon. Maj. Michael Hugh Robert CARRAGHER, M.M. 

(174125) (late Emergency Commission.), to be Capt., 6th Dec. 1950, retaining the hon. 

rank of Maj.171 

 

 

Tony Collman:  Lance-Sergeant M. Carragher, 2nd Battalion, Irish Guards medals 

were sold for, it was £1,800 17 May 2016172 

 

A fine B.E.F. 1940 M.M. group of six awarded to Lance-Sergeant M. Carragher, 2nd 

Battalion, Irish Guards, who was decorated for his gallantry during the Battle of 

Boulogne on 23 May 1940, where his behaviour in action against the advancing 

German army was described as being óas cool as if he had been on the Barrack Squareô: 

subsequently commissioned in the Queenôs Regiment, he also served as a Provost 

Marshal prior to his retirement as a Major  

 

Military Medal: London Gazette 20 December 1940. The original recommendation - 

submitted by Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. Haydon, Commanding 2nd Battalion, Irish 

Guards - states:  óBoulogne, 23 May 1940: During the withdrawal action through 

Boulogne, Sergeant Carragher was continuously with the forward Bren guns and anti-

tank rifles of his company. Despite intense enemy fire Sergeant Carragher displayed 

the greatest contempt of personal danger and by his imperturbable spirit, kept up the 

courage of his men. He personally supplied his Bren guns with ammunition, organised 

 
171 Dee Hutchinson surreyinfmuseum@btconnect.com 
172 https://www.the-saleroom.com/fr-fr/auction-catalogues/dixnoonanwebb/catalogue-id-dix-

no10020/lot-d7a6c9e8-3a42-401c-9d69-a5fb00b57f43 
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reliefs on the guns and exchanges of guns when those in action became jammed or 

otherwise unserviceable.  

 

Throughout the day his behaviour was as cool as if he had been on the Barrack Square. 

There is no doubt that he played a large part in delaying for so long the enemy's 

advance.ô 

 

Michael Carragher was recalled to the Colours in November 1939, direct from his 

duties as a Police Constable in Guildford Borough Police. Appointed a Lance-Sergeant 

in the 2nd Battalion, Irish Guards, he was embarked with the B.E.F. and won his M.M. 

at Boulogne in May 1940, which distinction he received at a Buckingham Palace 

investiture held in September 1941.   

 

Meanwhile, he had been selected for a commission - he was appointed a 2nd Lieutenant 

in the Queenôs Regiment on passing out of Sandhurst in February 1941 - and he was 

attached to the Royal Military Police as a Provost Marshal in Glasgow. Subsequently 

embarked for North Africa, he served likewise in Italy and ended the War as a Major 

in the Allied Control Commission at Trieste; sold with a pair of original Buckingham 

Palace investiture admittance tickets, together with a copy of Dunkirk and After, by 

Gordon Beckles, in which the recipient receives due recognition for his gallantry at 

Boulogne. 

 

The below is part of a note written by a former Guildford Borough Police colleague in 

the possession of Robert Bartlett. 

 

Military Provost Staff Corps  

 

From Richard Callaghan BA (Hons) Curator Royal Military Police Museum 

 

Irish Guards, later Provost Officer. Awarded the Military Medal Serving with the Irish 

Guards. Discharged to commission. London Gazette 35091, page 1279, 3 March 1941. 

The under mentioned Cadets from Sandhurst, 162, 167 and 168 OCTU's to be 2/Lt's 

except as otherwise stated, 22 February 1941 The Queens Regiment. Michael Hugh 

Robert Carragher MM (174125). Served 180 and 183 Pro Coy (Ports) 1944 173 

 

Before 1954, the Military Police did not have Officer of its own, and Provost Officers 

remained badged to their original parent Regiments. 

  

 
173  http://www.corpsofmilitarypolice.org/soldier/24556 
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Police Constable Wilfred St. G Chandler  

Distinguished Flying Cross 

Surrey Constabulary retired as Police Sergeant  

Flight Lieutenat RAFVR  

 

Medals shown as for sale, Second World War Photographic Reconnaissance Unit 

pilotôs Mediterranean theatre D.F.C. group of seven medal awarded to Flight Lieutenant 

W. St. G. Chandler, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, who flew nearly 90 solo 

missions in unarmed, stripped-down P.R.U. Spitfires, and latterly Mosquito aircraft. 

 

Wilfred St. George CHANDLER (141356), RAFVR 680 Squadron London Gazette 2 

January 1945 Distinguished Flying Cross, 1939-45 Star; Africa Star; Italy Star; 

Defence and War Medals; Police Exemplary Service Medal, E.II.R. (Sergeant.)  

 

D.F.C. London Gazette 2 January 1945. (The original recommendation states: ñThis 

pilot completed an operational tour in eleven months, flying 86 sorties amounting to 

300 hours. These missions over Greece, Crete, the Dodecanese and Cyclades entailed 

long hours in a single engine unarmed aircraft, and often a complete front as high as 

35,000 feet was encountered but with determination this pilot continued to his target. 

 

On one occasion he was intercepted by a twin-engine enemy aircraft, which he evaded. 

He continued his mission and was then attacked by two Me. 109s. These he also evaded 

and returned to base. On another sortie he was again attacked by a twin-engine enemy 

aircraft over Thera. He managed to break away from this enforced combat and 

continued his sortie, returning to base with valuable and detailed visual information of 

Candia harbour. 

 

He is recommended for the honour of the Distinguished Flying Cross.ô 

 

Wilfred St. George Chandler, who enlisted in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 

in September 1941, commenced pilot training at No. 29 E.F.T.S. in January 1942 and 

qualified for his ñWingsò at No. 22 E.F.T.S. at Thornhill exactly one year later. 

 

Commissioned as a Pilot Officer, he was posted to the Middle East and attended No. 

74 Operational Training Unit, gaining flying experience on Hurricanes and Spitfires, 

prior to being sent to No. 680 (P.R.) Squadron. Given the importance of a pilotôs high 

altitude capabilities if he was to be at all effective in a Photographic Reconnaissance 

Unit unarmed Spitfire, Chandler was quickly assessed in a decompression chamber, 

and, showing no óevidence of bendsô and good óeustachian clearageô, he went 

operational four days later, flying a mission to Candia on 17 September 1943.  
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As evidenced by his Flying Logbooks and D.F.C. recommendation, over the next 

eleven months he was constantly on active service, flying nearly 90 solo operational 

sorties. And nor were prowling enemy aircraft the only danger, his entries making 

mention of intense flak opposition at several ñtargetsò. In June 1944, he started to fly 

his first missions in Mosquito aircraft, in addition to Spitfires, and it was not until the 

end of July 1944 that he completed his last sortie to Greece. Chandler returned to the 

U.K. in October 1944 and served as an instructor at assorted training units for the 

remainder of the War. 

 

Tony Forward: ñWilfred St. George Chandler was a uniformed Sergeant at Reigate 

when he retired in 1965.  I took over his house (and job) in Homesdale Road, Reigate.ò  
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Police Constable Percy Cyril Claxton  

Surrey Constabulary 

Military Foot Police and Norfolk Regiment 

Wounded- Silver War Badge  

 

Claxton Percy Cyril Surrey Constabulary fourth son of Inspector Arthur B Claxton of 

Braintree, born 1890 Rettendon Essex 

 

1911 Census: weights and measures officer Essex County Council, living Colchester 

 

Served with the Military Foot Police in 1915 ï No P1711, as a Lance Corporal.  

Transferred to 12th Norfolk Regiment as a Private, No 34487.  Awarded the Silver War 

Badge Medal ï Badge No B1703 ï for wounds. The badge was awarded on 13th 

September 1918 and he was discharged on the 17th September 1918 

 

12 June 1915 Hospital at El-Arish having been in Egypt 26 months 

 

Joined his regiment 23 October 1915 in Gallipoli. The two battalions of the Norfolks 

in this area at this time are the 1/4th and 1/5th, but the MiC records him with 12th 

formed in Egypt February 1917 and called 12th Norfolk Yeomanry  

 

MFP served in Gallipoli in 1915 so did Cyril transfer from the MFP in 1917 to 12th 

Norfolk? 

 

Wounded November 6, 1917 

 

WO Daily List 5433, 4/12/1917 óentitled to wear a wound stripeôô. Silver War Badge 

awarded, discharged 17 September 1918 having been wounded. Paragraph 392 King's 

Regulations (xvi) óNo longer physically fit  for war serviceô. No evidence of his 

receiving a pension due to his wounding. 

 

1944 died 19th November at St Thomas Hospital, Hambledon. Probate was awarded to 

Grace Annie Claxton, Widow. 

 

Has two brothers and brother in law serving174 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
174 Chelmsford Chronicle 30 November 1917 
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Police Constable 2 DôArcy Randolph Cooper  

Reigate Borough Police 

Military Foot Police Lance Corporal 

 

 
 

Called up 22 June 1915 demobilised 22 August 1919 re-joined Reigate Borough Police 

8 August 1919 

 

Born c1890 and dying in Surrey in the 2nd Quarter of 1965. He is listed in the electoral 

registers for Reigate after the War. 

 

Reigate Policeman Dislikes Shell Fire175 

 

Lance Corporal D.R. Cooper of the M.F. Police, prior to enlistment was a member of 

the Reigate Borough Force. He now patrols a beat ñsomewhere in France,ò and it 

truthfully can be said in his case ñwhen a constabulary duty is to be done the 

policemanôs lot is not a happy one.ò He writes cheerfully to police constable Shaw to 

remind his old colleague he has not gone west and adds: ñI have been to several towns 

since I have been out here and have seen a bit of the country. I cannot say I care for as 

I do dear old Englandé. We are in the thick of things here, only 20 minutesô walk from 

the firing line, and under shell fire all the time. I can assure you it made me jump the 

first shell I had over me, but I am getting more used to them. Still, they want some 

getting used to, I can tell you. I had six over me the first night. I was on duty and one 

was pretty close enough to be uncomfortable. This place is all in ruins. The church is a 

perfect wreck; it was a lovely building before the bombarded it.  

 

We have a very comfortable billet in an empty house. The people left most of the 

furniture. We have a drawing room etc., also a gramophone, which helps to pass the 

time away. Of course all the records are French, but some of them are very good. 

 

 
175 Surrey Mirror 7 December 1915 from Henry Pelham 16 August 2019  
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We have twelve men here all civil policemen under a sergeant from the Metropolitan. 

We get plenty of good food; in fact, I dare say we live better than most of the people at 

home for I hear foodstuffs are very dear. 

 

How is Reigate looking? I should like to see the old place again. 

 

Lawrence (PC Reigate Borough Police) is about 16 miles further back from where I 

am. I think he would much rather be up a little nearer, but he is better where he is. We 

are having fairly decent weather here, but the trenches are a wee bit muddy. Still all the 

boys seem very cheerful, you seldom here them complain.ò 

  

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com                16 July 2022 

 

 104 

 

Police Constable 14 William George Deacon 

Guildford Borough Police 

Killed in Action 14 September 1914 age 23 

Coldstream Guards 

 

Another policeman wounded. News has been received that PC William George Deacon 

of the Borough Police Force who went to the front with the Coldstream Guards has 

been wounded. The nature of the wound is not yet known.176 

 

Served as Private 8903 in the 1st Battalion Coldstream Guards and was killed in action 

in France and is remembered on the La Ferte-Sous-Jouarre Memorial. 

 

PC Deacon joined the Guildford Borough on 15 November 1913 aged 22 and was 

sworn in at Guildford on 19th January 1914. His collar number was 14. At the time of 

his appointment he gave his trade as a Soldier with 1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards 

where he had served for three years He resigned to join the Colours on 4th August 1914 

just as the war began, enlisting in Croydon and giving his residence as Ash, Nr Martock, 

Somerset. 

 

Age 22 

Height 6ô 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Blue 

Birthplace East Grinstead, Sussex 

 

 

 
 

The Battle of the Marne took place over 4 days from 5 September; the battle upon which 

the fate of France depended; a battle of retreat and advance.  

 

 
176 Surrey Advertiser - Monday 19 October 1914 
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La Ferte-sous-Jouarre is a small town 66 kilometres to the east of Paris, and the 

Memorial is situated in a small park on the south bank of the River Marne, just off the 

main road to Paris. The Memorial Register is kept at the Town Hall. The La Ferte-sous-

Jouarre Memorial commemorates nearly 4,000 officers and men of the British 

Expeditionary Force who died in August, September and the early part of October 1914 

and who have no known grave. (CWGC site) 

 

Additional research by Phil Badham 

 

William George Deacon was born on 9 February 1891 to William and Emily and was 

baptised on 26 April that year in East Grinstead, Sussex. At the time the family were 

living at 38 Lower Glenvue Road, in East Grinstead, and were still there in the 1901 

census. By then, three other children had been born to make the Deacons a family with 

eight children. At the time of the 1911 census William, aged 18, was at Victoria 

Barracks, Victoria Street, Windsor, having joined the Coldstream Guards. On 8 January 

1913 he married Mary Alice Jetten at St George's, Hanover Square, London.  

 

He joined the Guildford Borough Police, on 15 November that year, as Police Constable 

14, and was sworn in by the Local Mayor in Guildford on 19 January 1914. There is no 

other information about his Police service in the Police records as on 4 August 1914, at 

the outbreak of the First World War, he resigned from the Force and re-joined the 

Coldstream Guards, serving with the 1st Battalion.  

 

On 4 August 1914 the battalion was stationed at Aldershot as part of the 1st (Guards) 

Brigade of the 1st Division. It was mobilised for war and moved to France as part of 

the British Expeditionary Force. The battalion saw action on the Western Front in 1914, 

including the Battle of Mons & the subsequent retreat, the Battles of the Marne and the 

Aisne, and the First Battle of Ypres. William was killed in action on 14th September 

1914. The War Diary for the 1st Battalion for that day states they were in action at the 

Battle of the Aisne, the river Aisne being situated in North Eastern France. The Diary 

states "The battalion acted as advanced guard to the Division and was directed to move 

north over high ground between Vendresse and Paissy, finally reaching and taking 

Cerny-en-Laonnois from which a retirement was ordered after dusk. Withdrew behind 

(south of) Vendresse during the night" The action that day cost the Battalion 11 other 

ranks killed, 10 officers and 180 other ranks wounded and 1 officer and 162 other ranks 

missing.  

 

At first William was posted as wounded and then later as missing but subsequently was 

presumed killed. The Surrey Advertiser newspaper of 15 May 1915 published an 

article, which stated he had been posted as missing on 14 September 1914.  

 

It mentioned ñone of his friends, [Private] Golding, also of the Coldstream Guards, who 

was now on sick furlough, had reported that: "At 7.30 on the morning of September 

14th, the company was ordered to advance up a narrow gully to the heights above the 
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Aisne, to hold the hill close to the village of Vendresse. There was no supporting 

artillery and as the men arrived at the top they were simply shot downò.  

 

Private Deacon was shot and killed instantaneously. Private Golding and several others 

were taken prisoners but subsequently they overpowered their guard and escaped. 

Those who were left on the field that night were stripped of all papers and of their 

identification discs, so that when three days later, the burying party was sent to fetch 

them away, they could not be identified. Fortunately, Private Golding was one of the 

burying party and he knew and was able to identify several, among them including 

Private Deacon.  

 

The men were buried in the churchyard at Vendresse. In spite of their seeming failure, 

this hill was never lost, so Private Golding says, until it was finally handed over to the 

French when the British troops left the Aisne valley, so that the lives given so nobly 

were not given in vain. Private Deacon leaves a widow and little son". William was 

aged 23.  

 

Records of the Army Register of Soldiers' Effects of 1919 shows that William left to 

his wife a total of £12 3s 6d which included a £5 army gratuity. He is commemorated 

on the La Ferte-Sous-Jouarre Memorial, Seine-et-Marne, France, which is 66km east 

of Paris, which displays the names of 3,740 officers and men of the BEF who fell in the 

battles of Mons, Le Cateau, the Marne and the Aisne during August to October 1914.  
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Police Constable Reginald George Marenza Demount 

Guildford Borough Police 

First World War  

Driver/Saddler Royal Army Service Corps 

 

 

PC Truelove and PC Demount Guildford Borough also recalled to the Colours ï 

not sure which is which 

 

The Police Force return to the Colours 

Surrey Advertiser Saturday 8 August 1914 

The Guildford Borough Police Force have sent nine men. They were Police Constables 

Demount, ASC (Aldershot) Manfield RGA Sandown; Goodwin; Yeend; Deacon and 

HJ Gascoyne Coldstream Guards (Chelsea); Macey Scots Guards (The Tower) and 

Lawty Queen Bays (Monmouth). The ninth member PC Brazier is at present sick. Their 

colleagues not on duty accompanied them to the railway station on Wednesday morning 

and gave them a hearty send off. Owing to the shortness of time some of the unmarried 

officers were unable to visit their homes before re-joining. 
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Guildford Borough date unknown PC Truelove and PC Demount 

 

Medal card of Demount, Reginald G M Corps: Army Service Corps 177 

Reference: WO 372/5/242705 Medal card of Demount, Reginald G M 

Corps Regiment No Rank 

Army Service Corps T/180(Incomplete) Driver/Saddler 

Army Service Corps T/180(Incomplete) Acting Serjeant 

 

From the Internet Family History site: 

 

Margaret Winifred Eastham was born on 31 October 1889 in Guildford, Surrey, 

England. She married Edwin Arthur James, son of Phillip Aine James and Fanny 

Sarah Williams, in 1915 in Guildford, Surrey, England. Margaret received a war 

gratuity of £5 11s 11d for herself and little Mary on 11 March 1919.  Her 

husband Edwin died on 23 October 1918 in France.  

 

She married Reginald G Demount in 1921 in Guildford, Surrey, England.6 Her 

husband Reginald died in 1950 Surrey.  She died in 1974 in Manchester, Lancashire, 

England.8 

Family 1 Edwin Arthur James b. 1889, d. 23 Oct 1918 

o Child Mary Eileen James b. 20 Nov 1918 

 
177 https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/D6243963 
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Family 2 Reginald G Demount b. c 1887, d. 1950178 

 

  

1935 December: The Chief Constable reported to the Watch Committee that on the 8 

August last, members of the force had been instrumental in the arrest of a man for 

murder  who at Winchester Assizes had been sentenced to death. The judge 

commended members of the force.  Inspector Walter Yeend, DS Harold Stone, PC 

Aubrey Harris, PC John Taylor, PC Reginald Demount, PC James Rook and PC George 

Thayer179 

 

Richard Callaghan BA (Hons) Curator Royal Military Police Museum180 

 

Reginald George Marenza Demount is the only R Demount awarded campaign medals. 

He was a Driver/Saddler in the Royal Army Service Corps (No T/18023). 

 

The following reference in the British Newspaper Archive to an arrest made by PC 

Demount in 1932 indicates that PC Demount re-joined the Guildford Borough Police 

after the War. 

 

Alleged Theft from Motor Car. Arrest Near Guildford  

... produced. After the mail left witness found the suitcase (Product-I) open, and most 

of the contents were on the floor. Reginald Demount stated that at 10.30 p.m. on 

Saturday. January 2nd, he saw the prisoner in High Street near the Trinity Hospital.  

  

 
178 http://www.greathead.org/Wonersh2-o/p1239.htm 
179 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
180 Email Robert Bartlett 22 July 2019 
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Police Constable Charles Dobinson  

Surrey Constabulary  

Sportsman and First World War soldier181 

 

Dobinson Charles 

John PC112 age 

22 in November 

1912 joined 30 

December 1912 

entry 1650 

ASC (Army Service 

Corps) Also shown as 

Royal Garrison 

Artillery  

Enlisted 5 

May1915 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

August 5 1919 

Died 9 March 

1962 

 

1939 March 16: Police Officerôs Sporting Record: PC Charles Dobinson: With a 

record of 26 years in the Surrey Constabulary, PC Charles Dobinson, now stationed at 

Hale, near Farnham will retire on March 18. Born at Dorking, son of the late Mr Harry 

Dobinson of Vincent Road, Dorking, he joined the Surrey Constabulary in 1912and 

was first stationed at Godalming. Three months later he was transferred to Lingfield 

where he remained until 1915 when he enlisted in the Royal Garrison Artillery. He re-

joined the police force in 1919 at Lingfield, where he remained until 1926 when he was 

transferred to the Farnham Division.  

 

There were few branches of sport with which PC Donaldson has not been prominently 

associated. He excelled in Swimming and as secretary of the Surrey Police Athletic 

Association he organised swimming galas for the association and it was through his 

influence that almost all the English swimming champions and representatives of the 

British Olympic swimming team were present at the gala at Guildford Lido in 1934. 

 

He was secretary for cricket, bowls, golf and rifle shooting for the Farnham Division 

of the Surrey Constabulary. PC Dobinson was one of the few police officers to be 

awarded both the 1935 Jubilee Medal and the 1937 Coronation Medal. He took part in 

the parade at Hyde Park in 1935 when King George V reviewed the police during his 

jubilee celebrations, and he was on duty in Hyde Park during the Coronation of King 

George V1. 182 

  

 
181 West Sussex Gazette 16 March 1939 from Henry Pelham 
182 West Sussex Gazette 16 March 1939 
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Edward John Edgson 

Coldstream Guards Boer War 

Reigate Borough Police Auxiliary (Special Constable)  

Military Police and East Kent Regiment 

First World War  

 P3333 Edward John Edgson. Born in Uxbridge c1879, he served with the Coldstream 

Guards 2142 from 2.11.1898 ï QSA with 7 clasps. To Army Reserve in 1902 

subsequently serving in the 5th (Reserve) Bn. At his marriage to Lily Maud Mary Piper 

in 1910 he was employed as an Attendant at Earlswood Asylum in Surrey, and in the 

1911 Census was a shopkeeper in Reigate. At his re-enlistment in 1916, he was a Police 

Constable. He lived at 17 London Rd, Reigate, and died in the town in January 1930. 

Surname: Edgson  

Initials:   E.J.  

Rank:   Corporal  

Army 

No.:  
P/3333  

Notes:   

MFP. Awarded the Victory and War Medals. First served abroad (1) 

France, 21/4/1917. Formerly served 17 years in the Coldstream Guards. 

No. 2142, discharged 1/11/15 time expired. Re enlisted 23/6/16, age 37 

years in MFP. occupation Policeman, Served Home 23/6/16 to 20/11/17, 

BEF 21/11/17 to 18/2/19, Home 19/2/19 to 11/6/19. Class X Reserve 

12/6/1919. Reduced from Cpl to L/Cpl for inefficiency 20/3/18. 

Compulsory transfer to 1/10 East Kent Regiment 2/2/18. Evacuated to 

England 18/2/18 with Eczema and Syphilis. Home address: 17 London 

Road, Reigate. Edward John Edgson. 

 

Decorations/Medals/Awards  

Queen's South Africa Medal Gazette Date: 1901-10-04 Gazette 

Issue: WO 100/164 Gazette Page: 50 

 

Citation:   Clasps: Belmont, Modder River, Dreifontein, Johannesburgh, Diamond 

Hill, Belfast. Awarded serving with the Coldstream Guards. No. 2142. 

 

King's South Africa Medal Gazette Date: 1902-11-02 Gazette 

Issue: WO 100/164 Gazette Page: 281 

 

Citation:   Clasp: South Africa 1901. Awarded serving with the Coldstream Guards. 

No. 2142. 
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Attendant at the Royal Earlswood Asylum 
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Surrey Mirror 09 June 1916 

 

 
Refers to PC Edgson 
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Surrey Mirror 31 January 1930 

Edgson Reigate Borough Auxiliary Police 
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Police Sergeant Charles Arthur Emery 

Guildford Borough Police 

Major and Adjutant  

Liverpool Regiment 

MC and MID  
 

1911 census. Born Norwood, no date of birth, police constable living at 3, Grove 

Terrace, Guildford with wife, son and daughter.183 

 

Policeman Soldiers 

Police Sergeant Emery Guildford Borough Police  

Surrey Advertiser-Wednesday 18 November 1914 

 

 

Supplement to The London Gazette, 1 January 1918: T /Captain Charles Arthur 

Emery, Liverpool Regiment 

 

1918 New Year Honours (Military Cross): Temporary Capt. Charles Arthur Emery, 

Liverpool Reg. 

 

Supplement to The London Gazette, 16 August 1921 6546: Charles Arthur Emery, 

with seniority 10th Jan. 1919. ñThe under mentioned late temporary Captains Service 

Battalion The Bang's R., to be t Capts. 1st July 1921: Major and Adjutant Charles 

Arthur Emery MC, MiDò 184 

 

May 1918 Guildford: Lieutenant CA Amery, Kings Own Liverpool Regiment formerly 

station sergeant at the Guildford Borough Police station has been awarded the Military 

Cross and promoted Major.185 

 

 

 
183 John Molyneaux 2o July 2019 
184 Barrie Friend 20 July 2019 to Robert Bartlett 
185 West Sussex Gazette 02 May 1918 
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The Chief Constable reported that ex-Sergeant CA Emery, formerly chief clerk of the 

force, has been promoted to the rank of major and had been awarded the Military Cross 

for bravery in the field.  

 

 

 

Surrey Advertiser 1 May 1918 
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Police Constable 17 Silas David Evans 

Guildford Borough Police 

First World War  

Lance Corporal  

Military Mounted Police 1916 

 

February 1916: Two more members of the Guildford Police Force PCs SD Evans and 

AA Truelove, have now donned khaki, having been appointed lance corporals in the 

Military Mounted Police.186  

 

Richard Callaghan RMP Museum 187 

 

Evans Silas David 

PC17 born 2 

August 1871 

Military Mounted 

Police 

4 Feb 1916 to the 

Colours re-joined 

3 May 1919 

11 February 1926 

medical pension 

 

No P3028 was Lance Corporal S Evans (almost certainly S D Evans) ï 

Surname: Evans   

Initials:  S.   

Rank:   Lance Corporal Army No.: P/3028   

Notes:  MMP. Awarded the Victory and War Medals. First served abroad Egypt 5 

September 1916 having enlisted in the MMP 9 December 1915, age 25 years, 

occupation Police Constable Borough Police Guildford, home address: Preswyfla, 

Grandison Street, Briton Ferry, Glamorgan.  

Attested 9 December 1915  

Army Reserve 10 December 1915 to 7 February 1916 

Home 8 February 19 16 to 4 September 1916  

6 June 1916 Tried by DCM at Aldershot, when on active service, drunkenness, awarded 

42 days detention reduced by 12 days by GOC Aldershot 5 July 1916 

Egypt and Salonika Expeditionary Force 5 September 1916 to 15 March 1919  

He served in Salonika 18 October 1916 to 14 September 1917 

6 September 1918 APM 10 Division Egypt, Severe Reprimand when on 3 September 

1918 when on active service "Neglect of Duty" tying his horse to a line and entering a 

canteen 

En Route 16 March 1919 to 1 April 1919 

Home 2 April 1919 to 1 May 1919, 

Class Z reserve 2 May1919.  

 

There are two letters in his army record, one from the Chief Constable Guildford asking 

for his army record, he had been thought to be drunk on duty but stated that he was 

 
186 Surrey Advertiser 19 February 1916 Press cutting from Henry Pelham 
187 http://www.corpsofmilitarypolice.org/soldier/13652/ email to Robert Bartlett July 2019 
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suffering from Malaria, the second letter from MMP Aldershot stating he had never had 

Malaria and had twice been disciplined for drunkenness.  Note on his character sheet: 

This man is not to be depended on when he is detached for duty by himself. 

 

Letter from the Chief Constable of Guildford Borough Police re Evans ï is a drinker or 

has he malaria?  

 

 
 

 

 

 

A response to Chief Constable Nicholas 7 February 1922 from the records office 

of the Corps of Military Police ï drink not malaria!  
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Chief Inspector William [Bill] James Ezzard 

 

Surrey Constabulary and Second World War Army Lieutenant 

 

Surrey Constabulary and served armed forces Second World War believed as a 

lieutenant, who retired from Camberley in the 60s. Was on duty in 1953 The Mall, 

Coronation Day, with the Surrey Constabulary.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Born 25 April  1909 Merrow, Guildford to parents Alice and William 

 

1937 lived Police Cottage Chipstead Lane Kingswood 

 

1939 Living in 1939 Thorn Bank, Guildford William born 20 April 1909 police 

officer Surrey Constabulary. Gladys born 14 September1909, unpaid domestic i.e. 

housewife! 

 

Regular Army Emergency Commissions. 2nd Lieutenant (War Substantive) British   

General List Seniority Date: 17 March 1944 

 

1939-45 Star France and Germany Star, Italy Star 1943/44 War Medal 1939-45 

Defence Medal, Police Long Service Medal 
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Died August 1990 Truro 

 

Ashes added to family grave Church of St. John the Evangelist, Merrow 
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Police Sergeant Harry  Douglas Feasey 

Surrey Constabulary  

Hampshire Regiment 

Distinguished Conduct Medal 

Mentioned in Despatches 

 

Harry Douglas Feasey later a sergeant was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal 

second only to the Victoria Cross before joining the Surrey Constabulary after war 

service in 1919.188 

 

Born January 1894 Blackwater, Hants in 1901 lived in Blackwater; 1911 still  in 

Blackwater; married February 1922 Camberley to Flora Sarah Clarke; 1925 birth of son 

Herbert John Feasey Reigate who died in1993; 1939 Police Constable living at No 1 

Police Cottages, Frimley. Harry died March 1982 Elgin, Morayshire 

 

Military  1/4 Hants Regiment (Territorial Force); Cpl Reg No. 4/1239; 18 March 1915: 

landed at Basra with 33rd Indian Brigade and remained in Mesopotamia and Persia for 

the rest of the war. Battalion HQ and one Company were captured at Kut-el-Amara on 

29 April 1916.189 

 

 
 

 
188 Off Beat April 1982 
189 Dee Hutchison Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum and QRS 18 September 2019 email information 

from Ancestry and London Gazette. 
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Colour Sergeant abbreviated to CSgt. Note he has two regimental numbers 4/2139 

signifies he was in the 4thBattalion. TF means Territorial Force. Then during the war it 

came about that a man would only have one number throughout his Army career hence 

the change then to 200323.190 

 

Mentioned in Despatches for Operation in Euphrates 26 June1915 ï 25 July 1915 

London Gazette 29536 dated 4 April 1916  

 

DCM  Awarded for the following: Edinburgh Gazette, 17April 1916: 2139 Corporal H. 

D. Feasey, l/4th Battalion, Hampshire Regiment, T.F.: ñFor conspicuous gallantry. He 

led his men with the greatest courage and coolness under heavy fire.' Acting CQMS 

No. 200323; 1915 Star/VM/BWM191 

 

Demobbed 1 July 1919 

 

Marriage to Flora Sarah Clarke192 

 

 
 

 

1939 Polling Registry of Frimley Green193 

 

 
  

 
190 Dee Hutchison Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum and QRS 18 September 2019 email information 

from Ancestry and London Gazette. 
191 Supplement To The Edinburgh Gazette, April 17, 1916 Page 733  
192 Dee Hutchison Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum and QRS 18 September 2019 email information 

from Ancestry and London Gazette. 
193 Dee Hutchison Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum and QRS 18 September 2019 email information 

from Ancestry and London Gazette. 
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Police Constable 23 Henry John Gascoyne  

Guildford Borough Police 

Distinguished Conduct Medal 

Mentioned in Dispatches 

1st Battalion Coldstream Guards 

Killed in Action age 35 on the 1 January 1917 

Company Sergeant Major194 

 

 

PC Gascoyne served as a Sergeant number 3360 in the 1st Battalion Coldstream 

Guards and was awarded a Distinguished Conduct Medal a very high award for 

a non-commissioned officer. He was killed in action in France when aged 35 the 

son of John Henry Gascoyne, of Leamington, Warwickshire; husband of Nellie Elsie 

Yarnall (formerly Gascoyne), of Lloyds Bank Chambers, Henrietta St., London. PC 

Gascoyne was a former Constable, Guildford Police Force. He is buried in the Sailly-

Saillisel British Cemetery He enlisted in Warwick having resigned from the Borough 

on 4th August 1914 as war broke out to join the Colours.  

 

He joined Guildford Borough on 22nd February 1907 aged 25, and was sworn in at the 

townôs police station before the Mayor J. Baker Esq. On 7th March 1907. His 

appointment number was 61 and his collar number 23. At the time of his appointment 

he gave his trade as Carpenter, although he had previously served for seven years with 

the Coldstream Guards. During his service he was promoted from 4th class to 1st class  

Constable. 

 

   
 

First photo has PCs HJ Gascoyne standing and sitting is PC J Gascoyne. Centre 

is Henry and on the right PC H Gascoyne.  Photo taken 29 November 1911 

Are they brothers? 

 

 
194 They Guarded Guildford Richard Ford 1969 
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Age 25 

Height 5ô 11 İò 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Brown 

Birth Place St Johns, Leamington, Warwickshire 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Policeman DCM195 

 

Sergt H J Gascoyne, 1st Coldstream Guards and a member of the Guildford Borough 

Police Force, is home from the front on 28 days leave, having had an attack of rheumatic 

fever, and suffering the effects of poisonous gas in the eyes. He has been at the front 

five months during which time he has acted as company sergeant major. He has seen a 

great deal of the fighting notably at Neuve Chapelle and Festubert, and a few months 

ago he was awarded the DCM for among other things, obtaining valuable information 

previous to which he had been mentioned in despatches. Sergeant Gascoyne is now in 

convalescence.  

 

 
195 Surrey Advertiser 10 July 1915 from Henry Pelham 17 August 2019 
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Additional research by Phil Badham 

 

Henry John Gascoyne 3360 1st Battalion Coldstream Guards was killed in action aged 

35 years on the 1 January 1917. Born Leamington Warwickshire in 1882/83, son of 

John Henry Gascoyne and Annie Elizabeth Gascoyne (nee Griffin), his parents having 

a total of nine children. In 1899 aged about 16/17, he joined the Coldstream Guards and 

served for seven years.  

 

As a Corporal, Gascoyne was awarded the Queens South Africa Medal and the Kings 

South Africa medal. The first was awarded to military personnel who served in the Boer 

War in South Africa between October 1899 and May 1902, and the second for those in 

theatre after 1 January 1902 and had completed 18 monthsô service by 1 June that year. 

He was based in London when on 22 February 1907 when he was appointed to the 

Guildford Borough Police and served, as Police Constable 23 but was not sworn in until 

7 March 1908 by the Mayor at Guildford Police Station.  

 

On 10 November 1908, aged 25, he married Nellie Balchin (aged 19) at St Saviours 

Church, Guildford. Nellie was from Guildford and the 1901 records showed she lived 

at that time with her parents at 122 Addison Road, Guildford. In later years Nellie 

appears in the records as Nellie Elsie Yarnall (formally Gascoyne) of Lloyds Bank 
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Chambers, Henrietta St., London. In 1911 Henry and Nellie lived with their 3-year-old 

nephew Archie Love, at 2 Mary Rd, Guildford.  

 

In his Police service he rose from Constable 4th Class to Constable 1st Class by 

February 1911. He was twice commended for stopping runaway horses in Guildford. 

However, his record wasnôt spotless; he was reprimanded for partaking of refreshments 

in a public house whilst on duty (for which he was fined 5 shillings), and for "gossiping" 

with another Constable whilst on duty (he lost one day's leave as punishment). On 4 

August 1914, at the outbreak of the First World War, he re-joined the Coldstream 

Guards serving with the 1st Battalion as a Private.  

 

In August 1914 the Battalion was stationed at Aldershot as part of the 1st (Guards) 

Brigade of the 1st Division. They mobilised for war and moved to France as part of the 

British Expeditionary Force. It was engaged in various actions on the Western Front, 

including in 1914 The Battle of Mons and the subsequent retreat, The Battles of the 

Marne, the Aisne and the First Battle of Ypres. In 1915, the battalion saw action at the 

Battle of Aubers, and the Battle of Loos; the following year saw them fighting at the 

Battles of Albert, Bazentin, Pozieres, Flers-Courcelette and The Battle of Morval.  

 

In 1915, Henry Gascoyne was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM). The 

notice appeared on page 6132 of the London Gazette dated 23 June 1915 with the 

notice: "The King has been graciously pleased to approve of the award of the 

Distinguished Conduct Medal...for acts of gallantry and devotion to duty whilst serving 

with the Expeditionary Force in France and Flanders". On 30 June the Gazette 

published the citation (on page 6377) and that the award was "For conspicuous gallantry 

throughout the campaign in continually volunteering for dangerous patrol work, and 

bringing in valuable information".  

 

He was promoted to Company Sergeant Major, which was published in the Leamington 

Spar Courier on 30th April 1915, along with reference to his DCM and his fatherôs 

address of ("Modwena") no. 78 Tachbrook Street, Leamington Spa. During the last 

week of August 1915, Henry received the award at a ceremony at Windsor Castle. In 

the summer of 1916 Henry was invalided home from the front with rheumatic fever, 

and, after some months in hospital, served as a Sergeant Instructor at Windsor. He 

returned to the front on 21 September that year. He was twice offered a commission but 

turned it down.  

 

Henry was killed in action on 1 January 1917 aged 34 and was buried in the British 

Cemetery at Sailly-Saillisel on the Somme in France. The Battalion War Diary for 31st 

December 1916/1st January 1917 states: 31st Dec. Place Maltzhorn, "[Companies] 

paraded at 4pm and marched up to Combles area and were distributed as follows - No 

1 [Company] T18 Central, No 2 [Company] Haie Wood No 3 & 4 [Companies] in 

Combles trenches. 1st Jan 1917 Place Combles, "No 2 & 3 [Companies] went on 

carrying fatigue to Saillisel Chateau during the morning. Relieved 3rd [Battalion, 
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Coldstream Guards] in the line. Relief complete 8.10pm. No 2 [Company] right front 

No 1 [Company] left front, No 3 [Company] support & No 4 [Company] Reserve".  

 

His wife received a letter from another pre-War Guildford Constable, serving in the 

Coldstream Guards, Signaller Bruce Goodwin, which was published in the Surrey 

Advertiser newspaper of 17th January 1917, explaining what happened to her husband. 

"With the sincerest regret I am writing to tell you that poor old Harry was killed on the 

night of the 1st of this month. At the time I was putting a telephone in the front line and 

seeing a stretcher pass, asked who it was. They said "[Sergeant] Gascoyne". I had a 

look and he was quite dead. Harry was looking at a gap in the wire when a flare light 

went up and he and the man with him both jumped into a shell hole. A sniper fired at 

them and the bullet penetrated Harry's brain. When we were relieved after our tour in 

the trenches I went and saw his grave. It is situated at the back of a chateau at ------, 

with a neat cross at the head. [Sergeant] Semcox and the men of his platoon join me in 

offering you our sincerest sympathy in your sad loss. He was a good chum and a 

splendid soldier". Mrs Gascoyne also received a letter of sympathy from Henry's 

Captain, Cecil Green, and the Reverend F W Head, the chaplain who conducted Henry's 

burial service. Captain Green said Henry was "far away the best sergeant in my 

company and I feel his loss both as a soldier and a friend. To my mind he was the ideal 

of what a soldier should be."  
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Police Constable Watford Estough Gater  

Surrey Constabulary 

Military Foot Police P1552 

Lance Corporal 

Queen's Royal West Surrey Regiment 

Medaille d'Honneur 

First and Second World Wars 

 

Served 7 June 1915 to 1 August 1920 from Dorking. Awarded French Medaille 

d'Honneur with bronze swords (LG Issue 31454, p8961 of 14.7.1919 for France and 

Flanders).  

 
 

Served Queen's Royal West Surrey Regt 1908-1912.  

Served in West Surrey Regt (No 6105380) 1 December 1941 

Watford E Gater military former policemen number P/1552 

Served 25 March 1916. ï 11 November 1918. 

Gazette number 31454 Page 8961 dated 11/07/1919 for the Medaille dôHonneur. 

Re-enlisting 2 December1941 ï 16 August 1942 with Queens 

16 August 1942 to 1 December1942 Royal Ulster Rifles 

1 December1942 back into Queens Royal Regiment. 

Further note he rejoined Queens 1 November1948196 

  

 
196 Friends of Surrey Infantry and Queens Royal Surrey Regiment email 10 August 2019 
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Police Sergeant 9 Albert Bruce Goodwin 

Guildford Borough Police 

Served First World War 

Coldstream Guards 

 

Wounded three times 

Served throughout the First World War 

Returned to Guildford Borough Police  

Died 1965 

 
 

The Police Force return to the Colours 

Surrey Advertiser Saturday 8 August 1914 

 

The Guildford Borough Police Force has sent nine men. They were Police Constables 

Demount, ASC (Aldershot) Manfield RGA Sandown; Goodwin; Yeend; Deacon and 

HJ Gascoyne Coldstream Guards (Chelsea); Macey Scots Guards (The Tower) and 

Lawty Queen Bays (Monmouth). The ninth member PC Brazier is at present sick. Their 

colleagues not on duty accompanied them to the railway station on Wednesday morning 

and gave them a hearty send off. Owing to the shortness of time some of the unmarried 

officers were unable to visit their homes before re-joining. 
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Since the depletion of the ranks of the force men of the fire brigade and special 

constables have been sworn in to take duty. They are easily distinguishable from a red 

badge worn on the arm with the letters ñSurrey Policeò. 

 

ñDuck Your Nut Brunoò197 

 

PC Bruce Goodwin of the Guildford Borough Police Force who went to the front with 

the Coldstream Guards, and was wounded by a bayonet thrust has sent a postcard to PC 

Taylor, one of his comrades, which contains the following picturesque description of 

life at the front in a nutshell; ñJust a line to let you know I am merry and bright. Kind 

regards to all the boys at Guildford. Bags of shells bursting all round. Itôs a case of duck 

your nut, Bruno, with a vengeance! 

 

 

Members of the Police Force on Service ï PC Goodwin198 

 

 

7855 Albert Bruce Goodwin199 

 

Alexandra Road. Reading, attested 21 May 1908 

 

24 May 1908 Joined Coldstream Guards at age of 19 years 5 months; 5ft 10ins tall  

 

His youthful approach in 1908/1910 led to him twice overstaying his leave (7 days CB; 

96 hours detention;) and breaking out of barracks and being late on parade (10 days 

CB).  

 

 
197 Surrey Advertiser 10 October 1914 from Henry Pelham 17 August 2019 
198 Surrey Advertiser-Saturday 21 November 1914 
199 Email Barry Friend MA battlefield tour guide to Robert Bartlett 20 July 2019 
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Mobilised 5 August 1914 

 

He progressed to L/Corporal Signaller September 1918. 

 

He served as a (regimental) policeman during this period. 

 

Discharged 20 May 1920 to army reserve 'B', a five year period, available for recall at 

any time of mobilisation, earning 3/6p a week in reserve. Albert had spent 12 years 

with the Coldstream, qualifying as a signaller, before becoming a reservist. 

 

The newspaper article mentions some wounds he received, in total: 

Bayonet wound 28 August 1914 Tretoire (Marne) 

GSW (gunshot wound) abdomen 10 October 1914 Reutel 

GSW chin and nose 15 September 1916 Ginchy 

GSW leg 22 January 1917 'in the field' 

 

1921 July: PC Goodwin Guildford Borough: In July 1921 he was commended by the 

Guildford Coroner for his attempts to save the life of a drowning boy having plunged 

in from the river bank a number of times. Mr Goodwin was the holder of the St John 

Medallion, the Royal Life Saving Society medallion200 

 

 

 
200 Biographical not from Mr Goodwin below 
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Notes written by the son of Albert Goodwin.  Note of his death added by individual 

who collated material on Guildford Borough Police members 
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June 1930 
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Guildford Borough Police 1933 

 

 
 

Medals worn by:  

PCs Truelove, Demount, T Smith, W Turner, J OôShea, G Thayer 

J Look, Police Sergeant Goodwin, Inspector Yeend, Detective Sergeant Manfield 

(served but is in plain clothes) Police Sergeant Brazier 
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1965 Probably Surrey Advertiser 
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Police Sergeant William Hall  

Surrey Constabulary 

2/4 Queens First World War  

Wounded and Invalided  

Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 5 June 1915 

Dorking Constables enlist 

 

PCs WJ Hall, William Frampton and A. Weller have this week joined the Colours. Out 

of the Dorking Division of the Surrey Constabulary eight constables are serving their 

King and country. Four were on the reserve when war broke out. 

 

Surrey Constable loses a foot 

 

News has come to hand that Private William James Hall whose home is in Camberley 

and who before the war was a constable in the Surrey Constabulary has lost his right 

foot as a result of the action. He joined the 5th Queenôs at Tunbridge Wells and the day 

the 2/4th moved from Bedford he was transferred to that battalion. He is now in hospital 

in England and t appears from a letter received by his parents a day or two ago that the 

greater part of his right foot was swept away by a shell and the rest had to be amputated. 

PC Hall only joined the Surrey Constabulary in November last.201 

 

Surrey Mirror - Friday 22 November 1940 

 

Oxted Police Officer Retires. Lost A Leg in Suvla Bay Landing. 

 

After 28 years in the Police Force, Police Sergeant William Hall, Divisional Clerk at 

Oxted, retired on Saturday. He joined the Berkshire Constabulary in 1912 and served 

first at Reading and then for two years at Clewer. An early recollection of his was of an 

occasion when he was detailed to take home the superintendent's horse from the royal 

shoot in Windsor Great Park. Losing his way in the woods, he was concerned to find 

himself right in the way of the guns. "I might have been shot,ò said Sergeant. Hall, "but 

worse than that was the unqualified abuse I received from the royal verdurers for 

disturbing the game in the coverts that were about to be shot over.ò  

 

Sergeant Hall transferred to the Surrey Constabulary in 1914, and in the following year, 

learning his life-long friend had been killed, he enlisted and went with the 2/4th 

Queenôs to Gallipoli. "The troopship steamed without lights into Suvla Bay,ò said 

Sergeant Hall, "and we leapt from the ship on to barges, which were towed ashore. 

Alighting, we stole up the hillside through the scrub and lay down among the rocks. 

With the dawn the enemy opened fire on the monitors and then shortened the range and 

 
201 Surrey Advertiser 11 September 1915 
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shells began to plaster the hillside. Six hours after landing I was hit in the foot and lost 

it. I returned to England on the next ship.ò 

 

Then followed 24 years police clerical service, for the last four years at Oxted. Because 

of his artificial leg, said Sergeant. Hall, there had been little variation in his work, but 

he remembered one Easter Monday when he, the only man immediately available, 

cycled to intercept a man who had been seen hurrying from a temporarily unoccupied 

house stuffing jewellery in his pockets as he ran. Sergeant Hall met him a mile from 

the house and arrested him. The man had wounded himself with a revolver he had found 

in his quest for spoil. When examining the revolver, he pressed the muzzle against a 

finger of his left hand and must have pulled the trigger with the other hand. 

Miraculously, the bullet lodged in the finger bone.  

 

Sergeant Hallôs successor at Oxted is P.C. W. Hood, who has been promoted to 

sergeant. Mr. Hood has been assistant divisional clerk here since October 1937 and was 

previously at Dorking.202 

 

Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 18 September 1915 
 

 

 
202 Surrey Mirror - Friday 22 November 1940 
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Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 18 September 1915 
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Police Constable 36 Aubrey Charles Harris 

Guildford Borough  Police 

Sergeant (Bomb Aimer) RAFVR 

Killed aged 30 25 June 1943 

 

PC Harris served as a Sergeant (Bomb Aimer) in the Royal Air Force Volunteer 

Reserve No 90 Squadron. Aged 30 when he died, PC Harris was the son of Major 

Charles Basil Harris, Royal Artillery, and Gertrude Ann Harris; husband of Melissa 

Alexandra Harris, of Onslow Village, Guildford. He had been a member of Guildford 

Borough Police. Aubrey Harris is buried in Haasrode Churchyard Brussels. 

 

PC Harris was born on the 30 December 1912 in St Helier, Jersey joining the police in 

Guildford Borough on the 30 July 1932 when he was 20. He was sworn in the Guildhall 

on the 5 August 1932. When joining he was single and a clerk living in 19 Hillsborough 

Road, Luton 

  
 

Service: 

 

27 November 1935 commended by HM Judge of Assize Mr Justice Finlay, at 

Hampshire Assizes for his action in assisting in the arrest of a car thief subsequently 

sentenced to death for murder. On the 7 April 1937 Aubrey passed his sergeantôs exam. 

 

From: Rob Davis Bomber Command Losses Database.   
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DATE: 24-Jun-1943 / 25-Jun-1943 UNIT: 90 Squadron AIRCRAFT: Stirling III  RAF 

BASE: West Wickham TAKE-OFF AT: 23:32 SERIAL: BK813  

CODES: WP: O TARGET: Wuppertal CAUSE OF LOSS: Shot down by fighter 

 

PILOT: Teede, Walter Henry, Flight Sergeant, RAAF (Aus/16774) (killed) 

CREW: Sergeant E H Stanton (flight engineer) (Prisoner of War), Sergeant 

Hyman Levine (navigator) (658831) (killed), Sergeant Aubrey Charles Harris 

(bomb aimer) (1319009) (killed), Flight Sergeant Leo Petersen RNZAF (NZ/403611) 

[Killed] RNZAF (wireless operator) (R/114943) (killed), Sergeant Patrick James 

Taylor (mid-upper gunner) (1346152) (killed), Flight Sergeant Gordon 

Henderson RNZAF (rear gunner) (NZ/42327) (killed) 

 

Bomb Aimer: Sgt Aubrey Charles Harris RAFVR 1319009 [Killed] Friday June 

25, 1943. Haasrode Churchyard, Belgium Grave 3 Son of Maj. Charles Basil 

Harris Royal Artillery and Gertrude Ann Ahier Harris.  Husband of Melissa 

Alexandra Harris of Onslow Village Guildford Surrey CWGC: 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2896435 

 

Retired Sergeant Bill Leahy (who died in 2008) Guildford Borough Police wrote that 

PC Harris had been a member of Guildford Borough Police. He was Bill Leahyôs best 

man as Bill was for Aubrey at his wedding. Police officers could not join up until 1942 

as they were in a reserved occupation. Aubrey became aircrew and was killed on his 

way back from his 13th mission and was buried in the churchyard in Belgium with full 

military honours provided by the Germans.  

Another member of the Borough was DI Percy Bailey. As the war drew to its violent 

end, police officers were recruited into the Control Commission to act mainly as police 

commanders in towns in the former occupied areas and within Germany.  Mr Bailey 

became Lt Colonel and during his tour visited Aubreyôs grave in Belgium and saw the 

police reports of the death and burial. Mr Bailey did not return to the police.  

Bill was to name his second son after Aubrey.  Mrs Harris, Aubreyôs widow (became 

Mrs Melissa Rodd) and is the Godmother to Billôs daughter.  
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Police Constable Cyril V Hearn  

British Empire Medal  

Surrey Constabulary  

Second World War  

Royal Military Police Special Investigation Branch  

Sergeant 6769169 

 

 

Cyril Hearnôs biographical work: Hearn, C. (1964). With Royal Military Police Special 

Investigation Branch in North Africa & Italy during WWII. London: The Adventurers 

Club. 

 

From a policeman extraordinary and one of England's most decorated men, C.V. Hearn, 

here is a racy account and graphic portrayal of the thrilling stories of wartime crime, 

when the author was a member of the Army's little-known Special Investigation 

Branch. Of the many battlegrounds of WWII none gripped the British public's 

imagination as strongly as North Africa. In this fast-moving story of a fast-moving, 

fluid war, the author has chosen the more exotic, the more bizarre and the more un-

English types of crime committed abroad. Desert Assignment bristles with exciting 

incident involving murderers, arms traffickers, drug peddlers, espionage, dope, vice and 

intrigue on a grand style.  

 

 
CV Hearn203 

 

C.V. Hearn was known as a tough, plain-speaking policeman, who upheld the traditions 

of law and order, honestly and impartially. He pulled no punches in his work and pulls 

none in this book. The qualities of British policemen are well known throughout the 

world - quiet, helpful, efficient, stolid, and calm in the face of chaos, with the ability to 

 
203 War time photo for Cyril Hearn copied from his book Foreign Assignment by Nick Brent 
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make big decisions when the occasion demands. Instead, Hearn became a tough and 

ruthless breaker of international gangs and excelled as a fast-shooting law enforcement 

officer, allied with a Cockney wit, a determined spirit and a profound respect for British 

justice and police methods.  

CMP. 62 Sect SIB. From New Malden. Regimental number in London Gazette reads 

6769162, see this number for more details. Cyril Victor Hearn. He was the author of 

three books Desert Assignment, Foreign Assignment and Russian Assignment. All 

stories relating to his wartime service in the SIB. C V Hearn joined the Surrey 

Constabulary after the war and wrote two book about his wartime SIB days, they were 

Foreign Assignment and Desert Assignment.204  

 

Decoration:   British Empire Medal Gazette Date: 1945-09-20 Gazette Issue: 37274 

Gazette Page: 4674 

 

Citation:   Regimental number on citation reads 6769169. Italy. Citation for BEM. The 

above-named NCO has, over a long period, continually distinguished himself by his 

high sense of duty, perseverance, and hard work, showing a great degree of bravery 

under difficult and unusual circumstances. His cheerful character, together with the 

above remarks, have inspired other members of this section, and has led to the arrest of 

many dangerous criminals, both Service personnel and civilians. In my opinion, he 

merits and award of the BEM.  

 

One example of his work in the Special Investigation Branch is as follows: Many 

offences had been committed by a gang of armed deserter-thieves in this Area during 

the later months of 1944 and it became know that certain deserters, well known to this 

Section, were responsible. Extensive enquiries were made and certain plans adopted. 

On 28 November 1944, two members of this gang were arrested. They were armed with 

Italian pistols. The known ringleader and other members of his gang were still at large. 

 

On 5 December 194444., information was received that these men were in a public 

square in Bari. Sgt. Hearn and two other SIB men accompanied by a CMP Patrol went 

to this square. The CMP Patrol could not be actively employed in the search for the 

deserters because of their conspicuous dress and were told to watch the movements of 

the SIB men. Sgt Hearn and the other two SIB men then went into the crowded square 

and commenced to look for the deserters. It was well known that they would be armed 

and they would resist arrest. As he neared four men (3 British deserters and an Italian 

criminal) they opened fire with automatic pistols and ran quickly away, firing at the Sgt 

and other SIB men as they did so, but without hitting them. Sgt Hearn chased two of 

the men towards the CMP patrol. On seeing the patrol one of the two men (the 

ringleader) opened fire on them. A CMP Cpl returned the fire and shot the deserter, 

who was then arrested. Sgt Hearn continued after the other man and eventually arrested 

 
204 http://www.corpsofmilitarypolice.org/soldier/465/ 
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him. The remaining two deserters escaped in the large crowd that gathered, but good 

work by Sgt Hearn led to their arrest the following day. Subsequent on this incident, 

Sgt Hearn brought about the arrest of no less than 24 Italians who were charged with 

being concerned with the deserters in larceny and receiving stolen property. Property 

to the value of over £4,000 (W D vehicles etc) was recovered against the ringleader 

alone. It is considered that the arrest of this gang had a great deterrent effect on other 

less dangerous deserters who might then have been in this Area and the good work of 

Sgt. Hearn enabled this Section to concentrate on other pressing work. Recommended 

by: DAPM 62 SIS. Maj APM HQ 54 Area. Brigadier Comd 54 Area. Maj Gen Comd 

3 District. National Archive WO 373/73. 
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PC 248 William Thomas Herrett KPM  

Surrey Constabulary Killed on Duty 22 October 1928 

Grenadier Guards 

 

Grenadier Guards No 32295 serving during First World War and was gassed. Enlisted 

30 January 1915 aged 21 years one month ï although occupation given as Dairyman. 

His Grenadier Guardsô number is very close to other Surrey Police Constables From 

press cuttings Kingôs Police Medal for Gallantry. Aged 33 awarded Kingôs Police 

Medal posthumously. In 1926 he married Minnie Hilda Perry and they had two sons, 

Stanley William and Victor Thomas Herrett. (A police cadet killed on National Service 

fighting terrorists in Malaya). 

 

William T Herrett was killed by a runaway horse on 22nd October 1928. He died in 

King Edward VII hospital, Windsor Berkshire, aged 33 years and was buried on the 

26th October 1928 in Elstead.  

 

 
 

Surrey Mirror 18 December 1925 

 

 
Surrey Mirror 15 January 1926 
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1928 October 22: PC 248 William Thomas 

Herrett  aged thirty-three was run down when 

stopping a runaway horse and dustcart in 

Bagshot where he was stationed and lived with 

his wife and son. PC Herrett was coming off 

duty as the children were leaving school. A 

dustman dropped a bin, which caused a horse 

to bolt. PC Herrett threw his bicycle down and 

grabbed the reigns of the horse in an attempt to 

stop it but lost his footing on the wet road and 

was run over by the cart. He was taken to 

Windsor Hospital by horse and cart where he 

died of his injuries. He had served in the 

Grenadier Guards during the First World War 

when he was gassed. As a result of his actions 

he was awarded the Kingôs Police Medal for 

bravery and Carnegie Heroes Trust Certificate 

posthumously.205 

 

Constableôs Sad End 

 
Run over in an attempt to stop Runaway horse 

 

The death occurred in tragic circumstances in 

Windsor hospital on Monday evening of PC William Thomas Herrett, formerly the 

village constable at Elstead. Constable Herrett received the injuries from which he 

subsequently died in a gallant attempt to stop a runaway horse at Bagshot earlier in the 

day. The horse, attached to a dustcart, took fright at the noise caused by something 

falling from the cart, and dashed down the main street, where a number of children were 

at play. Constable Herrett, in attempting to stop the runaway, slipped and fell in the 

track of the cart, one of the wheels of which passed over his body. He was removed 

immediately to Windsor Hospital, where he died at 6 oôclock. Police Constable Herrett 

was born in Babs Mead, Farnham, thirty-three years ago, and was educated at West 

Street School. On leaving school he was employed by the Farnham Dairy Company 

and afterwards by Messrs. W. Kingham and Sons. Upon the outbreak of hostilities in 

1914 he enlisted in the Grenadier Guards and served throughout the war. He was badly 

gassed. After his demobilisation, he joined the Surrey Constabulary.  

 

 
205 The Times Wednesday, Oct 24, 1928 
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Up to two years ago he was stationed at Elstead. While in that village he married Miss 

M. H. Perry the daughter of the late Mr Perry and Mrs Perry, of ñMerriewoodò, Peat 

Common, and almost immediately afterwards was posted to Bagshot where he had been 

ever since.  During the two years that he was at Elstead Constable Herrett interested 

himself in the social activities of the village and was very popular and highly respected. 

He will be remembered for his work in connection with the RAOB for he was 

responsible for the foundation of the Loyal Elstead Lodge and did all that was in his 

power to make it a ñliveò and flourishing assembly. His work for Buffaloism was not 

confined to Elstead, for he paid a leading part in the activities of the Order throughout 

the county of Surrey. His untimely death came as a great shock to a host of his friends 

in Elstead, and also in Farnham. His mother lived for a period in Castle View, Farnham. 

By his death the Police Force has lost a tried and valued servant, and one whose memory 

will be honoured by all who knew him. He leaves a widow and one child in 

bereavement. At an inquest held at Windsor on Wednesday afternoon the Coroner 

returned a verdict of death from shock and haemorrhage as a result of being knocked 

down and run over by a dust cart belonging to the Windlesham Urban District Council 

while attempting to stop the horse; which had run away owing to the ñnegligence of the 

said Council in not keeping the said horse under proper control. The funeral takes place 

this Friday. 

 

Bagshot Policeman Killed 

Dragged 50 yards By Runaway Horse 

Yesterdayôs Funeral at Elstead 

 

In an attempt to stop a runaway horse at Bagshot on Monday afternoon. PC William 

Thomas Herrett who lived at 6 Church Road, Bagshot, was knocked down and carried 

fifty yards along the road beneath the dust cart to witch the animal was attached.  He 

was so severely injured that he died in Windsor Hospital the same evening. The 

circumstances of the fatality were investigated at an inquest at Windsor on Wednesday, 

when the jury returned a verdict of civil negligence against Windlesham Urban District 

Council, the owners of the horse and cart. PC Herrett was in the High Street at the time 

of the accident, and having finished his period of duty, was about to go home to tea. 

When taken from beneath the cart he was found to be suffering from terrible head and 

internal injuries. After attention by Dr A. T. Crutwell the Bagshot ambulance took him 

to Windsor Hospital where he passed away at about six oôclock. Mrs Herrett arrived at 

the hospital just after husband died.  

 

 

The Funeral 

 

Captain M. L. Sant, Chief Constable, and over 120 officers and men of the Surrey 

Constabulary attended the funeral at Elstead yesterday (Friday) afternoon. All the 

divisions in the county were represented and among the officers were Superintendents 
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W.R. Lucas, (Farnham), A. Dawes (Chertsey), Inspectors Gray (Egham), Evans 

(Woking) Dibley (Hersham) Pickard (Farnham) and Rendell (Caterham). There were 

also present large a number of special constables from Bagshot and other districts, a 

contingent of men from the Hants Constabulary, and members of the Bagshot Division 

of the St John Ambulance Brigade.  The bearers from the Bagshot section of the 

Chertsey Division were Sergeant Holloway, PCs Bright, Newman, OôDonnell, Tarrott, 

and Wood. Mrs Holloway, wife of Sergeant Holloway represented the wives of officers 

and men of the Bagshot Division. Windlesham Urban Council were represented by Mr. 

H. W. Penford, a member and Mr Cyril Gray, surveyor. Two Guardsmen represented 

the Grenadier Guards. ---------.  The police and representatives of other bodies lined the 

pathway to the church and the Venerable J. G. S. Syme (rector) conducted the service.  

 

1928 November 1 Illustrated Police News: PC William Thomas Herrett Surrey 

Constabulary: Brave Constable Killed in Stopping a Runaway Horse at Bagshot: 

ñ I have noticed many columns of evidence in the newspapers with regard to the police 

in general, but one small paragraph stating that this officer met his death in the 

discharge of his duties does more to strengthen the belief of the people of the country 

in their police than any evidence which may be given.ò 

 

 This remark was made by Mr ET Close, Clerk to the Windlesham Council, at a 

Windsor inquest on PC William Thomas Herrett aged thirty-three married, who was 

killed whilst trying to stop a runaway horse in Bagshot High Street. The horse attached 

to a dust cart took fright and rushed down the busy main street where many children 

were at play. Constable Herrett made a gallant attempt to stop the runaway. He was 

knocked down and dragged some distance. When picked up he was found to be 

seriously injured about the head. He was taken to Windsor hospital where he died at six 

oôclock. 

 

After further evidence the jury returned a verdict that he ñdied through civil negligence 

on the part of the Windlesham Urban District Council knowing the horse to be restless 

and not taking roper care to see he was under proper control. 206 

 

 
Surrey Advertiser 05 January 1929 

 

 
206 1928 November 1 Illustrated Police News from Henry Pelham October 2020 
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Junior Police Clerk Victor Thomas Herrett Aged 19 

Grenadier Guards 

Killed in Action in Malaya 12th  March 1949 

 

 

 

 

Much of the following information is from the late PS591 JH Futcher who served as a 

ñBoy Clerkò at the same time as Victor, with whom he was in almost daily contact. 

 

Victor was the son of PC Herrett KPM who was killed whilst on duty 1929. He was 

born after his father had been killed and after his mother returned to her family home 

ñMerriewoodò, Beacon View Road, Elstead where the family still live in 2004. Victor 

grew up in Elstead where he went to school before serving at Farnham as a Junior Police 

Clerk the forerunner to the police cadets and was called up in the late 1940s for National 

Service. Victor was born on 26th May 1929 and joined the Grenadier Guards, his 

fatherôs regiment, on National Service aged 18 and into his final 4 months was killed 

on active service in Malaya fighting guerrillas in the jungle.  

 

On the 11th March 1949 the RAF attacked a camp overlooking the Sungei Jeloh 

squatter area where 600 squatters had been evacuated under new emergency 

regulations. They had been assisting the terrorists with food and money. Grenadiers 

followed up the air strike and found nothing of interest except a few long-deserted 

huts. The following day a Grenadier patrol commanded by Capt. DW Hargreaves was 

ambushed in the Sungei Jeloh valley near Kajang, 15 miles south of Kuala Lumpur. 

His platoon of 20 men was driving up a track, which was found to be impassable due 
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to logs blocking the way. The bandits opened heavy automatic fire when the vehicle 

stopped. Three Guardsmen were killed immediately. Grenades were thrown at them 

and the bandits fired 2-inch mortar bombs. 

 

From ñOnce A Grenadierò- The Grenadier Guards 1945-1995 by Oliver Lindsay 

Page 38 and 39. 

 

ñThe platoon having jumped out, fired back, but it was very difficult to see the 

enemy,ò Hargreaves recalls. ñLeaving someone with the Bren gun firing overhead 

from the vehicle, I charged up the hill with three men, although the scrub was waste 

high. I could see the flashes of the enemyôs fire. I was hit in the right shoulder, the 

bullet missing my backbone by one eighth of an inch. Behind me three more 

Guardsmen and Cpl. JP Chriscoli MM, who had fought at Mareth were hit. The 

Corporal and one of the Guardsmen died of their wounds. ñ 

 

Note from the family: Victor should not have been in the army as he was a 

haemophiliac and almost died having a tooth out and had no chance of surviving a 

wound. 

 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

 

Casualty:    Guardsman V T HERRETT 

Served With: Grenadier Guards 

Died: 12th March 1949 

Buried In: Kuala Lumpur (Cheras Road) Civil Cemetery 

Malaysia 

Grave Reference:  Row 16 Grave 934 

Additional Information:  Age 19 

 

The Cemetery is situated south of Kuala Lumpur, to the left of Cheras Highway 

tollgates.  It can be reached by turning left immediately after the tollgates.  Crossing 

the car park, follow the top left-hand lane to the end, thus reaching the 

Commonwealth Cemetery gate.   A fence planted with climbers and hedges that backs 

onto the new highway encloses the Commonwealth Cemetery.  Many of the graves 

are of servicemen who died in Pudu Jail, a temporary prisoner of war camp.    
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PC 202 Edward Alfred (Ted) Hines  

Aircraftman 2 nd Class (Pilot U/T) RAFVR  

Died aged 29 19 February 1945 

 

PC Hines was killed on service with the RAF in a flying accident as Aircraftsman 2nd 

Class (Pilot U/T) Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. PC Hines was age 29 when he 

died the son of William Henry George and Elsie Amel Hines, of East Croydon, London; 

husband of Doris Gertrude Hines, of Wakefield, W.  Yorks. He is buried in Bulawayo 

(Athlone) Cemetery. 

 

PC Hines joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 28 January 1940 being sworn on the 2 

February 1940 aged 24 having been born in Croydon. He was 5 feet 10 inches tall with 

a pale complexion dark brown hair and hazel eyes. His trade was tile fixer working for 

Walkers (Tooling) Ltd., Beddington Lane Croydon and was living at 123 Alexandra 

Road, Croydon. 

 

He was posted to York Town on the 16 March 1940 and from there, on the 28 June 

1943 he left to join the RAF having been de-reserved on the 1 July 1942. 

 

Bulawayo (Athlone) Cemetery belongs to the Town Council. There are 7 

Commonwealth burials of the 1914-1918 war and a further 133 of the 1939-1945 war. 
(CWGC site) 

 

 

Family Group Sheet for Edward Alfred Hines

Husband: Edward Alfred Hines

Birth: 24 Apr 1915 in Croydon

Marriage: 1942 in Croydon; 2a1668 1q 1942

Death: 19 Feb 1945 in Bulawayo ; aircraft accident

Burial: Bulawayo cemetery S Rhodesia

Elsie Amelia Kerrell1
Father: William Henry George Hines

Mother:

Wife: Doris Gertrude Slate

Father:

Mother:

Children:

Notes:

Edward Alfred Hines

Served with the RATG Salisbury Southern Rhodesia Killed in an aircraft accident over Paddys Valley Farm 
Camp "Induna" near Bulawayo 19th Feb 1945 Service No 1609068

Effects to his widow Doris Gertrude  Ã390 16s 1d Probate Llandudno 17 8 1945

RATG is Rhodesian Air Training Group

Sources:

Ancestry.com, Public Member Trees (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2006), 
Ancestry.com, Record for Elsie Amelia Kerrell. 

https://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1030&h=-44177187&indiv=try.

1
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207 

  

 
207 From Dr Ken Hines October 2020 

Family Group Sheet for William Henry George Hines

Husband: William Henry George Hines

Birth: 02 Feb 1888

Death: 1953 in croydon

Father:

Mother:

Wife: Elsie Amelia Kerrell1

Birth: Jan 1881 in Croydon, Surrey, England1

Death: 30 Aug 19461

Agnes Elizabeth Josephs1

Father: Alfred James KERRELL1

Mother:

Children:

Name: Edward Alfred Hines

Birth: 24 Apr 1915 in Croydon

Marriage: 1942 in Croydon; 2a1668 1q 1942

Death: 19 Feb 1945 in Bulawayo ; aircraft accident

Burial: Bulawayo cemetery S Rhodesia

1

M

Spouse: Doris Gertrude Slate

Name: Harold William Hines1

Birth: 19251

Death: 19291

2

M

Notes:

William Henry George Hines

Discharged from Army 14 8 1918  Royal Army Service Corps Sgt t/242015

Edward Alfred Hines

Served with the RATG Salisbury Southern Rhodesia Killed in an aircraft accident over Paddys Valley Farm 
Camp "Induna" near Bulawayo 19th Feb 1945 Service No 1609068

Effects to his widow Doris Gertrude  Ã390 16s 1d Probate Llandudno 17 8 1945

RATG is Rhodesian Air Training Group

Sources:

Ancestry.com, Public Member Trees (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2006), 
Ancestry.com, Record for Elsie Amelia Kerrell. 

https://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1030&h=-44177187&indiv=try.

1
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Police Sergeant 372 Harry Hoyle 

Coldstream Guards 

Corps of Military Police  

Surrey Constabulary 

Second World War 

 

 

 

13 June 1915 Born Newcastle Upon Tyne 

 Storeman at Newcastle Brewery 

2 January 1934 Enlisted Coldstream Guards 2656240 

 Served 3rd Battalion Egypt and Palestine 

 Home duties 

23 October 1937 Transferred to Reserves joined Surrey Constabulary PC372 

posted to Woking 

1939 Voters list shown Woking Police station but living Swanston 

Cottage, St Johnôs Road, Woking very close by 

9 September 1939 Married Alice May Bridle, Beddington, Surrey  

September 1939 2, Hillview, St Johns Woking He a PC, reserve Coldsteam 

Guards she unpaid domestic duties 

2 December 1939 Recalled to Colours 

3 January 1940 Transferred to Corps of Military Police Provost Co Exeter 

29 March 1940  To France with BEF  

25 May 1940 Wounded in Stuka attack on command post in Belgium 

27 May 1940 Brought to England by hospital ship and transferred to Weston 

Super Mare hospital  

26 October 1940 Resumed duties ï posted the Keogh Barracks, Mychett as drill 

and small arms instructor 

8 November 1940 Promoted sergeant 

30 May 1941 110 Provost Company 

7 November 1942 Deepcut or Depot(?) PT2O 102/42 Index card then shows 

Depot and TE List E (B) 29 8 45 18/45 Inkerman Barracks, 

Woking 

18 September 

1945 

Relegated to Class W. Royal A. Reserve. V88/45. Demobbed 

re-joined Surrey Constabulary at Egham as divisional 

motorcyclist living at 76, Bond Street, Englefield Green 

1951 Merstham: London County Council had built estate of 5,000 

houses for people mostly from East London, who had lost 

their homes in the Blitz. The 5 constables and a sergeant 

posted to live on that estate, were all over 6 feet tall, and 

served in a Guards Regiment or Military Police 

1953 Posted to Redhill 
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30 June 1959 Discharged from Reserve Liability 

1 April 1960 Promoted sergeant and posted to Oxted 

1960 Lived Radstock Way, Reigate  

April 1968 Retired 

September 2005 Died aged 90 

Medals General Service (Palestine) 

 1939/1945 Star 1939,1945 War Medal 

 The Defence Medal 

 

 

Information from son, John Hoyle, former member of the Surrey Constabulary: 

 

Went to war in a commandeered butcherôs van painted khaki with a Webley revolver 

and six rounds of ammunition. His unit was directed to somewhere near Bailleul near 

Belgian border to guard a command post. 

 

The post came under attack from Stuka bombers resulting in the post being completely 

destroyed with Harry the only survivor. He had lost most of his clothing in the explosion 

and was covered in blood, most of which came from an officerôs dog. He had shrapnel 

in the left wrist and arm. 

 

Harry hitched a ride on a passing ambulance that already had three casualties on board. 

They had to take shelter during a further bombing attack on a railway siding. One of 

the bombs hit a wagon loaded with ammunition causing a huge explosion. The 

ambulance driver took fright and ran off. Harry took over as driver being the least 

injured, arriving eventually at Dunkerque. One of the casualties in the ambulance had 

died during the journey to the port. Harryôs wounds were patched up and they waited 

evacuation in the crypt of a bombed church laying on straw whilst nuns came around 

with huge jugs of cold coffee. He had not eaten or had anything to drink for three days 

and so it was the best cup of coffee he had ever tasted. 

 

The following day he was evacuated on board a hospital ship called the St David, 

(which was later sunk) and taken to Newhaven where he was put on a train and taken 

to hospital in Weston Super Mare. Harry was joined by his wife who stayed with him 

in the town until he recovered. 

 

1939 Woking Register 
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Voters List Woking 1939 

 
1939 Woking 
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Military Service Record from RMP Museum October 2020 

 

The below came from the Internet in October 2020 from Barrie Friend 

 

Name: H 

Surname: Hoyle 

Fate: Wounded 

Incident Details: Reported To War Office Casualty Section for the 24 hours ended at 

09.00 

Incident Date: 11/06/1940 

Information: Casualty List No. 228. 

Rank: Lance Corporal 

Service Number: 2656240 

Duty Location: France 

Service: British Army 

Regiment: Corps Of Military Police 

Archive Reference: WO 417/13 

Collection: WWII Daily reports (missing, dead, wounded & POWs)  

 

First Name: H 

Surname: Hoyle 

Incident Date: 1940 

Rank: Guardsman 

Service Number: 2656240 

Clasps Awarded: Palestine 

Authority: A.O. 247 of 1939 

Served During Qualifying Period: Coldstream Guards 

Service: British Army 

Primary Unit: Coldstream Guards 

Archive Reference: WO100/502 
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Superintendent Harry John Jennings 

MBE for Conspicuous Service  

First World War  

Superintendent and Deputy Chief Constable 

Surrey Constabulary  

 

 

1909 October 5: The speed of motor cars: At the Godalming police court yesterday 

Colonel Count Gleichen of London was summoned for having driven a motor car at a 

greater speed than 10 miles an hour on September 25. Superintendent Jennings said that 

Count Gleichen drove the car at a speed of more than 16 miles an hour. A fine of £1 

was imposed with costs. Miss Gladys Wright of Parsonage House, Witley was 

summoned for a speed of over 15 and half miles per hour. She was fined £1 with costs. 

Twelve previous convictions were recorded against Frederick Kerr of Hampton-on-

Thames whose speed was alleged to be over 15 and half miles an hour. He was fined 

£5 and ordered to pay £3 6s 2d costs.208 

 

1912. Superintendent Jennings, Haslemere: A clerk made off from a bank in 

Bournemouth with a suitcase containing £2,000 a considerable sum. The 

superintendent received information that the suspect was on Marley Common, 

Haslemere and with Sergeant Lightfoot and a number of constables he went to the edge 

of the common. Darkness fell and having been told the suspect had been seen with a 

woman on impulse, the superintendent called in a falsetto voice ñReggie, Regie!ò To 

his utter astonishment the superintendent saw the suspect and continuing in his falsetto 

voice encouraged the suspect to come to him, which he did and was arrested.  

 

1913 OIC Godalming Division 

 

In October, the Chief Constable was asked to give evidence before a Committee dealing 

with DORA regulations on prostitutes, but he felt that the best evidence they could 

obtain would be that of one Superintendent Jennings of the Godalming Division and 

the Assistant Provost Marshal of Witley Camp, both of whom have seen the 

óindescribably filthy conditionô (he enumerated here several nasty symptoms) of some 

of the 31 women so far prosecuted. The problems of ófemales in campsô lead to the 

appointment of óWomen Constablesô, and the Chief Constable included a separate, 

special report dated 5 December 1918 on óWomen Policeô, which described their 

formation, eligibility and duties in detail.209 

 

May 1921 MBE for conspicuous service during the War  

  

 
208 The Times (London, England), Tuesday, Oct 05, 1909 
209 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-

in-wartime-part-4-1918/ 
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Sergeant 25 Edgar Cecil Kimber 

 Reigate Borough Police 

Grenadier Guards First World War  

 

Kimber Edgar Cecil PC25. Recalled to Colours, mobilised 5.8.1914 joined Grenadier 

Guards 2nd Bn on 30.11.1914 ï wounded on 29.9.1916 serving in Flanders France ï 

gunshot wound to right thigh. First enlisted 28.5.1906 at Chatham into Royal West Kent 

Regt No 8301 aged 18 years 3 months, occupation Baker. Transferred to Grenadier 

Guards No 12840 on 1.9.1906. Transferred to Army Reserve 28.5.1909 - 5 August 

1914. Recalled to colours, mobilised August 1914 joined the Grenadier Guards, 2nd 

Battalion, wounded on September 1916 whilst serving in France ï gunshot wound to 

right thigh. Wounded during fighting on the Somme. Re-joining Reigate Borough 17 

January 1919 after demob 2 January 1919. Retired Reigate Borough Police August 14, 

1942. 

 

Edgar Kimber was born in 1890 in Romsey, Hampshire.  He died in 1985 from the 

death index it shows Surrey South Eastern, so probably Reigate. 

 

Married in October 1914 to Lydia Alice Fox. 

 

1939 register living at 2 Norbury Road, Reigate Surrey, with Lydia ï Wife and Lilian 

ï Daughter.   Edgar Kimberôs   Occupation is shown as Police Sergeant.  Electoral 

Rolls show the family living at 2 Norbury Road, Reigate, Surrey from1945 ï 1962 

 

1942 August 14 Surrey Mirror, Sergeant Edgar Cecil Kimber, Reigate Borough 

Police: Police retirement: A long career in the Reigate Borough Police Force has some 

to an end with the retirement of Sergeant Edgar Cecil Kimber, to whom a parting gift 

has been made from his fellow officers. Sergeant Kimber joined the Force in on 

December 1st, 1911, coming from the Grenadier Guards, which regiment he re-joined 

on August 5th, 1914. He served four years and 179 days in the Great War and saw active 

service in Flanders. He re-joined the Force on February 1st, 1919 and served as a 

constable until June 14, 1932 when he was promoted sergeant on the recommendation 

of the present Chief Constable. During Sergeant Kimberôs career in the Police Force he 

received many commendations from magisterial benches, Watch Committees and 

Chief Constables. The present from the Force was in the form of a bookcase and bureau. 

The Chief Constable (Mr WH Beacher) in making the presentation referred to Sergeant 

Kimber as a ñborn policemanò who had done exceptionally work and had a splendid 

record. He concluded by wishing the sergeant, his wife and family, long life and 

happiness. Sergeant Kimber suitably replied. 

 

  

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com                16 July 2022 

 

 164 

 

Police Constable 235/PC69 Walter Croucher King  

Surrey Constabulary  

Military Foot Police  

 

King Walter Croucher PC235 on re-joining Surrey Constabulary PC69. Aged 20 in 

September 1914 joined Surrey Constabulary 17 August 1914. Military Foot Police 

MFP No P1899 26 May 1915. Later re-joined Surrey Constabulary Horley, Caterham, 

Camberley, Egham. Foreign marriage Register lists forename as William (all over 

confirmatory info proves Walter) 

 

Died whilst serving of peritonitis April 1939 

 

1939 April 22 Surrey Advertiser: Walter Croucher King: Surrey Constabulary: 

Police Constableôs sudden death: Impressive funeral service: After an illness of 

only three days PC Walter Croucher King a member of the staff at Egham police station 

died in Windsor Hospital on Friday evening last week. He was taken suddenly ill on 

Wednesday shortly after he went on duty and was removed to hospital on Thursday for 

an operation for peritonitis.  

 

PC King had been in the force for 25 years. He came to Egham from Camberley nearly 

five years ago and before then was stationed at Horley and Caterham. He was a popular 

and efficient officer and his passing is regretted by a wide circle of friends.  

 

During the war he served with the Military Foot Police in France. He leaves a widow 

and one daughter. 

 

The dead officer was accorded full police honours at his funeral which took place on 

Tuesday. There was a choral service at Egham parish church conducted by the vicar. 

The following acted as bearers, Police Sergeants Backshell (Egham) Smith 

(Weybridge) Lucas (Chertsey) Gostling, Addlestone, Newman (Walton) and Howard 

(Hersham).  

 

The family mourners were Mrs King, (widow) Miss Margaret King (daughter) Mr and 

Mrs Eric King (brother and sister in law) Mr Bestl (brother in law) Mrs Marshall (aunt) 

PC and Mrs S (?)  

 

There were also present Superintendents Currey (Weybridge) and A King (Oxted). 

Inspectors bested (Egham). Denyer (Camberley) Butler (Walton). Police Sergeants Icke 

(Sunningdale) Cox (Woking) Hawkins (Caterham) Peasey (Frimley) S Carr (Staines) 

and some fifty constables.  A number of Egham Special Constables under Deputy 

Leader Baxter and several members of Egham Fire Brigade with Chief Officer Stevens 

also attended. The retired members of the force were represented by ex-Inspectors WH 
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Head and Stevens, ex- Sergeants Trimmer and Gunner and ex PCs Wiggins, Shepherd, 

Blackman, Wood and Webb. 

 

(There were many wreaths including from All ranks of the Surrey Constabulary, 

members of the Weybridge Division, Metropolitan Police, Surrey Special 

Constabulary)210 

 

 

  

 
210 1939 April 22 Surrey Advertiser from Henry Pelham October 2020 
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Police Inspector Robert Knight  

Surrey Constabulary 

3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards 

Khartoum  

 

Robert Knight was decorated for service in the front line at Khartoum and Rorkeôs 

Drift at 17 years of age. An expert with bayonet and sword, he eventually became a 

police inspector with the Surrey Constabulary. 

 

However, entry 1186 PC136 joined August 1892 from 3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards 

after 9 years. Promoted inspector January 1914. Retired 3 January 1920 from Egham 

and died 27 February 1955. No reference is made on his page in the defaulterôs register 

to any detail of his military service. This was not unusual211 

 

Robert Knight is not listed amongst the survivors of Rorkeôs Drift and it is doubtful that 

reports he was there are accurate. 212 

 

 
 

Grenadier Guards 3rd Battalion c1890 

 

  

 
211 SCC Archives Woking 9152/1/2/1/3-4 
212 http://www.rorkesdriftvc.com/battle/roll.htm 
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Police Constable 3 Robert Reginald Lawrence 

Reigate Borough Police 

Military F oot Police 

Meritorious Service Medal 

Mentioned in Despatches Twice 

Died Bethnal Green Military Hospital 

 20 July 1919 

 

 
Lance Corporal Lawrence 213 

 

It has always been reported that there were no fatal casualties amongst Reigate Borough 

Police members during the First World War. That may be accurate as Robert Lawrence 

resigned from the Borough a few weeks before he died in a military hospital 20 July 

1919. However, he does not appear on police war memorials and that needs to be 

rectified. 

 

From Robert Simonson Surrey History Centre Woking 

 

Police Service 

 

The Reigate Borough Police conduct book (CC98/22/29) gives the following 

information about Robert Reginald Lawrence: 

 

Appointed 25 March 1913, PC3, 1st grade, trade - library assistant, born 16 October 

1899 Dulwich, single, Protestant, age 23 on 16 October 1912, 5ft 9½ins, fresh 

complexion, brown hair, grey eyes. 

 

Robert Lawrence was appointed Reigate Borough Police 25 March 1913 age 23 

advancing through the pay grades, even whilst serving in the armed forces: 

 

Appointed 1st grade @ 25/- 25 March 1913 

 
213 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 18 September 1915 From Henry Pelham email 16 August 2019 
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Confirmed by Watch Committee, 16 March 1914 

Second grade @ £1.7.0 25 March 1914 

New scale @ £1.9.0 10 April 1914 

Fourth grade @ £1.10.0 25 March 1916 

Fifth grade @ £1.11.0 25 March 1918 214 

 

From Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum:215 First record found is as Military Foot 

Policeman a sergeant in 1908 that indicates he had some previous military service 

before joining the police.  

 

Police officers serving with the military during the First World War remained members 

of their Force and their military service counted towards their pension. This is how PC 

Lawrence was to advance to the fifth grade on 25 March 1918 whilst he was a sergeant 

in the Military Foot Police. Pay was also made up from what they would have received 

as policemen to what the military paid. 

 

PC Lawrence enlisted in Military Foot Police as lance corporal 21 June 1915 service 

number P/1824 

 

Acting sergeant when mentioned in despatches: 

 

Mention in Despatches (LG Issue 30101 of 29.5.1917 page 5326)  

Mention in Despatches (LG Issue 30445 of 24.12.1917 page 13492)216 

 

Resigned from Reigate Borough Police 30 April 1919 

 

Military Police sergeant when awarded the Meritorious Service Medal 3 June 1919 217 

 

Reported he had died in Bethnal Green Military Hospital on 20 July 1919.218 The 

hospital record is an alphabetical list of patients and Lawrence appears twice, once in 

1908 and again in 1919. No medical information is given. 

 

The Reigate Borough chief constable's annual report for the year ending 31 December 

1919 states: ñPC 3 Robert Reginald Lawrence resigned whilst serving in HM Forces 

and afterwards died.ò219  

 

Unfortunately, there are no reasons given for the resignation or the cause of death. It is 

possible that the resignation was an acceptance that Lawrence would not return and that 

 
214 CC98/22/29 Surrey History Centre August 2019 from Robert Simonson 
215 From Dee Hutchison 18 August 2019 with detail from Ancestry email 
216 Richard Callaghan Military Police Museum curator 19 August 2019 email 
217 London Gazette 31370 - Page 6911 known as the Peace Gazette. 
218 The Reigate Borough Police conduct book (CC98/22/29) 
219 The Reigate Borough Chief Constable's annual report for the year ending 31 Dec 1919 (CC98/22/1) 
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he intended to make a career in the Army. He had been successful. He was a sergeant 

with two mentions in despatches and had been awarded a Meritorious Service Medal. 

Or, it may have been that he knew he was dying and that his resignation was to obtain 

some financial advantage for his descendants. 

 

His death is recorded and a copy of the certificate has been obtained diagnosing the 

cause following a post-mortem at the Bethnal Green Military Hospital:220 

 

1. Pityriasis rubra 2 months 

2. Nephritis  

 

(Pityriasis rubra pilaris is the name given to a group of uncommon skin disorders. The 

name means scaling (pityriasis), redness (rubra) 

 

Nephritis is a killer as kidneys fail through an inflammation though it is unlikely to 

follow from pityriasis in any form. It is however, something that is frequently caused 

as a result of exposure to a toxin, poison, virus, or infection. We may never know now 

buy we can safely assume that during his time at War he would have been exposed to 

some, if not all, of those dangers.) 221 

 

 
 

 
Death Certificate 

 

There are parallels between PC Lawrenceôs death and the influenza pandemic of 1918 

and 1919, which killed an estimated 50 million people worldwide ï more than the First 

World War. There is no memorial to the victims of influenza, except for those who died 

 
220 Death certificate DYE 400787 1919 Death Bethnal Green North East obtained by Jean Pelham 27 

August 2019 
221 Medical comments from a medical general practitioner to Robert Bartlett email 28 August 
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in service remembered in the cemeteries and on the memorials of the CWGC. Up to a 

million service personnel from combatant nations lost their lives to the flu virus.222 

 

Is PC Lawrence a victim of the war? Is that the right question? Has the casualty to die 

as a direct result of enemy action? It would appear that an individual can become 

memorialised for being in the armed forces during the war and soon thereafter and 

dying. It is difficult to understand 100 years on how he became ill, was the illness the 

reason behind his resignation from the Reigate Borough Police and how his illness 

resulted in death. Were the illnesses a direct consequence of his war service? Was he 

gassed? Was he poisoned when in France? These are now unanswerable questions. 

 

He had served in the Reigate Borough Police and was a member until a few weeks 

before he died. He had been called to serve the Colours and it is clear from the death 

certificate that he was then, primarily a Military Police Sergeant, the word Policeman 

is entered under occupation.  

 

It was accepted that he was a casualty of war within the criteria of the War Graves 

Commission, is listed on their website and is remembered on the war memorial for the 

Streatham area where he was brought up. Therefore the actual cause of death or modern 

interpretation is possibly irrelevant. He was in the armed forces because of the war and 

died in parallel circumstances to flu victims who are memorialised.  

 

 

Remembered on the memorial wall at Streatham cemetery 

P1824 Serjeant R.R. Lawrence Military Police Corps  

20 July 1919 Age 30  

 

 

The following points support the proposal to have PC Lawrence added to the Surrey 

Constabulary war memorials: 

 

1. Lawrenceôs final illness could have been brought on by infection, toxins, 

poisons, viruses and auto immunity difficulties.  All the causations could safely 

be assumed resulted from his service.223 

 
222 https://www.cwgc.org/learn/news-and-events/news/2018/11/05/11/22/spanish-flu 

 
223 Medical comments from a medical general practitioner to Robert Bartlett email 28 August 
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2. Lawrence has an entry in Commonwealth War Graves Commission records224 

3. Named on Streatham cemetery war memorial, the area he came from 

4. Died in Bethnal Green military hospital 

5. Was a serving member of the Reigate Borough Police when he joined the 

military police 

6. Was still recognised as a member in March 1918 when he was advanced to the 

fifth grade. 

7. Resigned from the police after the war 30 April 1919 then died in July 1919 

8. Is on the Corps of Military Police Roll of Honour. Death is almost certainly 

attributable to his military service and it can be assumed that the War Office 

used the same criteria and his CWGC status is the result. 225 

It is clear that PC Lawrence served for four years during the war. Had he not been called 

up it is likely that he would have continued policing in Surrey. Therefore, he was a 

direct casualty of war and died as a soldier having resigned some eleven weeks from 

Reigate Borough Police before his death. 

 

The cause of death is not always explicit on the War Graves Commission site nor to 

qualify the death does not need to be killed by direct enemy action.226 The following 

entries are in the Surrey Constabulary Roll of Honour227 and the remembered on the 

war memorial in Mount Browne. They explicitly show that death was not necessarily a 

direct result of enemy action:  

 

¶ PC Joyce an Irishman 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Irish Guards buried in Dublin 

military cemetery died 3 March 1917. Why he was in Dublin and why he died 

is not listed. 

¶ PC William Fortman served as Gunner 160284 in the 1st Mountain Battery, 

Royal Garrison Artillery and died aged 29 in India and is buried in the 

Rawalpindi War Cemetery 18 October 1918 

¶ PC Cone died in a flying accident when under training May 1943 with the 

RAFVR 

¶ PC Edwards killed 9 July 1944 in a motor accident in the Central Mediterranean 

Theatre of War whilst serving in the Royal Armoured Corps. 

¶ PC Muncaster was a Gunner with 17 Field Regt. Royal Artillery who was killed 

4 October 1944 in Italy as a result of a battle accident and buried in the Santerno 

Valley War Cemetery 

 
224 https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-war-

dead/results?firstName=Robert&lastName=Lawrence&country=United%2BKingdom&cemetery=Stre

atham%2BPark%2BCemetery 
225 RMP museum curator Richard Callaghan email to Robert Bartlett 28 August 2019 
226  The CWGC are responsible for the commemoration of personnel who died between 

4 August 1914 and 31 August 1921 whilst serving in a Commonwealth military force or specified 

auxiliary organisation and personnel who died after they were discharged from a Commonwealth military 

force, if their death was caused by their wartime service. 
227 www.surrey-constabulary.com 
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¶ PC Farquhar Military Police died 22 November 1944 in a motor accident in 

West Bromwich 

¶ Junior Police Clerk Heming RNVR killed 7 December 1944 under flight 

training 

¶ PC Hines RAFVR is buried in Bulawayo Cemetery killed 19 February 1945 

under flight training 228 

 

 

 
 

  

 
228 http://www.surrey-constabulary.com/roll-of-honour.html 
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Police Constable 32 Edwin Lawty  

Guildford Borough Police 

Kingôs Police Medal for Gallantry 

2nd Dragoon Guards 

First World War POW  

 

 

 

Lawty join ed the Guildford Borough Police from the army 

Recalled to the Colours on the outbreak of First World War 4 August 1914, sent to 

France and captured after less than a month on active service 

 

The Guildford Borough Police conduct and service book for Edwin Lawty shows he 

was appointment no. 78.  He is described as aged 25 in August 1912, 5ft 11 ins, fresh 

complexion, brown hair, grey eyes, born Hunmanby, Yorkshire, unmarried.  He was 
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previously in the 2nd Dragoon Guards, Aldershot, and his length of service is given as 

6 years, 136 days.  He was appointed to the Guildford Borough Police on 13 July 1912, 

with collar no. 32. Being a Borough man, he would serve in Guildford and would have 

received most of his training ñon the streetò.  From the few cases found in newspaper 

cuttings he was an able officer and proved to be a very brave and stubborn one as 

established by the prestigious award of the Kingôs Police Medal for Gallantry. 

He resigned to join the Colours on 4 August 1914 the day war was declared, but there 

is no record of him re-joining Guildford Borough Police after the war. 229 

First Aid from PC Lawty  

West Surrey Times - Saturday 19 April 1913 

Charles Grover, 40 Hare Lane, Godalming was cycling along Woodbridge Road early 

on Monday morning when a milk cart collided with him and knocked him over. He 

sustained somewhat bad cuts on the head, which recommended medical treatment, first 

aid having been rendered by PC Lawty. 

Guildford Borough Bench - Drunk  

West Surrey Times - Saturday 21 June 1913 

Charles Collins 65 a labourer of no fixed abode was charged with having been drunk 

and disorderly in Warren Road, Guildford at 8.15pm on Friday. PC Lawty proved the 

case and the prisoner was discharged as he had been in custody since Friday evening. 

 

When war broke out Lawty was on the reserve and was recalled to the 2nd Battalion 

Dragoon Guards (Queens Bays). He went overseas almost immediately on 15 August 

1914. He went missing in action between the 11 and 14 September, which was 

unofficially reported on 4 October 1914 and on 14 November 1914 was unofficially a 

POW with the German Army. Lawty was officially declared a POW on 24 March 1915. 

He returned home in the UK on 14 November 1918 just a few days after the Armistice. 

He appears to be an acting corporal when he went missing. 

 

His Kingôs Police Medal was reported in the London Gazette number 29024, page 4 

dated on the 29 December 1914. Additionally, he was entitled to the 1914-star, clasp 

and rose as well as the British War Medal and Victory Medal. 

 

After some time in hospital on his return to the UK Edwin decided to re-enlist on 20 

June 1919 into the RASC and was finally discharged on 17 November 1920. 230 

 

It is believed he did not return to the Guildford Borough Police. 

 
229 Email Robert Simonson Surrey History Centre Woking 17 July 2019 to Robert Bartlett ref:  

9152/2/4/2/1 
230 Dee Hutchison Secretary Friends of Surrey Infantry and Queens Royal Surrey Regiment email to 

Robert Bartlett 9 July 2019 
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In 1914 Lawty was awarded the King's Police Medal for Gallantry for arresting a 

housebreaker at Newlands Corner. During the severe and prolonged struggle, the 

Constable was injured when struck by a marker flag. In July 1913 the homes of Lt Col 

Grier and Dr Arthur Bryan were burgled and £50 worth of property stolen. Following 

a three-mile chase across Pewley Downs PC Lawty caught the burglar at Newlands 

Corner where a severe and prolonged struggle took place during which Lawty was 

injured having been struck by a flagpole. However, he hung onto his prisoner until help 

arrived. For his gallant and determined action PC Lawty was commended by the judge 

at the Assizes and was awarded the KPM for gallantry. The Watch Committee made 

monetary awards to Mr William Lee and Mr W H Brown who assisted in the arrest. 

The householders who had been burgled presented the force with £10 for the purchase 

of pistols and shields (possibly trophies) and three were purchased along with a 

thousand rounds of ammunition and four shields and leg guards. The weapons would 

be used for range practice and not carried unless an emergency arose. 231 

The Times 1913 21 July: Committed for trial at Surrey Assizes by Guildford 

Borough Bench yesterday, George Johnson, who has ten aliases, on a charge of burglary 

at the residences of Lieutenant Colonel Grier, Dr Frederick Bryan and Mr HN Harrison 

at Guildford and also for maliciously wounding PC Lawty. At 5 am Colonel Grier found 

the kitchen door open and the house had been ransacked. He saw the prisoner outside 

the door and gave chase but lost him. The police took up the chase on bicycles. On 

Merrow Downs Constable Lawty overtook the prisoner who drew a Swedish knife and 

threatened to kill him. The prisoner then pulled up a pole on the golf course and hid in 

a copse. The constable followed but was struck on the head with the pole. Although 

half stunned and suffering from a loss of blood Lawty closed with the man, and after 

being kicked on the head and struck in the face succeeded in throwing and securing 

him. The circulation of his photograph led to his identification by Windsor Police who 

searched his room and found a bag filled with gold, silver and ivory articles connecting 

the prisoner to nine other burglaries.232 

 

Extract from They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford  

The Scene on the Downs 

Surrey Advertiser Saturday 2 August 1913 

The next chapter in the case was the graphic story of the arrest of the prisoner as told 

by PC Lawty who was one of the officers who dispatched on bicycles in response to 

the telephone message. Having sighted prisoner, he recounted how he pursued him over 

the Downs, eventually, after having ridden as far as he could he gave chase on foot. As 

he began to overtake him the prisoner drew a knife out of his pocket and shouted, ñIf 

you come near me, I will murder you.ò He held the knife as though he would stab him. 

He then ran towards an old quarry from which he threw large flints stones at the 

 
231 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
232 The Times 31 July 1913 
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constable and subsequently he ran to the golf grounds, putting the knife between his 

teeth as he went. Snatching a flagpole, (with an iron spike at the end) as he went, he ran 

into thick shrubbery. The witness followed, and the prisoner, who had secreted himself, 

struck him with the pole on the left side of the face, cutting it close to the ear, 

momentarily stunning the constable. The pole slipped out of the prisonerôs hand and 

stuck in the ground. He attempted to get away, but finding the constable in pursuit, took 

the knife from his mouth and made a rush at him. The witness caught his arm, the knife 

dropped and he closed with the prisoner. They fell to the ground and an exciting 

struggle followed. Prisoner, the constable said, took hold of his throat with both hands 

but he made him release his grip by a ju-jitsu hold. Prisoner struggled, kicked him on 

the back made him release his grip by a ju-jitsu hold. Prisoner struggled, kicked him on 

the back of the head and struck him several times with his fist on his face. Witness put 

another ju-jitsu hold upon him and dragged him out of the woods onto Merrow Downs. 

There he tied his hands together with his necktie and took from his jacket pocket a large 

screwdriver and a champagne opener. He held him down until a man named William 

Lee came up and together, they took him to the keeperôs cottage. Searching him the 

witness found some of the property stolen from Colonel Grierôs, as was a well as a road 

map and an electric torch. Returning to the scene of the struggle the constable picked 

up the bag prisoner had carried, and the flagpole. The former contained a large quantity 

of stolen articles as well as small a jemmy, file, pair of kid gloves and two pairs of 

stocking. Prisoner was wearing the trilby he had stolen from Denton House, and in his 

waistcoat were found a pair of socks filled with rags to wear without boots. Prisoner 

attempted to escape on route to the police station and was ultimately handed over to PC 

HJ Gascoyne and J Gascoyne.  

 

William Lee a carter employed at Newlands Corner who arrived on the scene of the 

struggle whilst on his way to work spoke to rendering assistance. The constable, he 

said, was in a very weak and exhausted condition and was bleeding from the wound in 

his face. Prisoner gave a lot of trouble on the way to the keeperôs cottage. The flagpole 

was splashed with blood. 

 

Detective Sergeant Bias spoke to examining the premises mentioned and finding marks 

with which the jemmy in the prisonerôs possession corresponded. 

 

Pluck Recognised by Promotion233 

Guildford West Sussex Gazette Thursday 4 December 1913 

ñBurglary seems to be your happy home the Judge told George Johnson (41) the 

labourer who, after breaking into several Guildford houses on the night of July 5 was 

chased and eventually captured by PC Lawty who as somewhat severely knocked about 

by the burglar before he managed to obtain a jujitsu hold on him, was called forward 

and complimented by his Lordship on his courageous behaviour. Johnson had a very 

 
233 This was probably a class of constable of which there were three; not obviously promoted sergeant 
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long list of previous convictions against him, and five warrants, which were out for his 

arrest were taken into account by the Judge in passing sentence of six years penal 

servitude. ñThat will mean eight years,ò he added, meaning that the prisoner would 

have to serve two years of a previous sentence, which had remained unexpired. 

Guildford Burglaries  

High Praise for a Constable:  

West Surrey Times-Saturday 6 December 1913 

Considerable interest was taken in the case in which George Johnson (44) labourer was 

indicted for three burglaries at Guildford and for maliciously wounding PC Edwin 

Lawty, whilst in the execution of his duty. The case was the last taken on Tuesday and 

only occupied a few minutes the prisoner pleading guilty. The charges of burglary were 

in respect of the residence of Lieutenant Colonel Grier, Denton House, Warren Road; 

Dr F. Bryan, Highdene, Albury Road and Mr HN Marsden, Stoke Old Rectory from 

each of which residence prisoner took a large quantity of valuable articles. All the 

burglaries were committed on the night of the July 6th. There was also a charge of being 

an habitual criminal but as the prisoner pleaded not guilty, and on the advice of the 

judge, it was not proceeded with. 

Mr Cecil Whiteley who prosecuted said there were warrants out against prisoner in 

respect of five other burglaries, and about whether the prisoner wished them to be taken 

into consideration now. The prisoner agreed. 

It will be remembered that on coming down in the early morning Lieutenant Colonel 

Grier found the prisoner in his kitchen. He gave chase but lost him in the shrubbery. He 

rang up the police on the telephone and PC Lawty took up the chase on a bicycle. He 

overtook the man on Merrow Downs, but prisoner took refuge in a pit and pelted him 

with stones. Lawty closed with the man, who armed with a pole meant to mark the golf 

holes and struck him on the head with it. Although seriously injured, the constable 

pluckily tackled the burglar and was eventually able to secure him with a Ju-jitsu hold 

and retain him until ambulance arrived. Subsequent investigation revealed the fact that 

prisoner had entered Dr Bryanôs house the same night. All the stolen property was 

recovered. 

The Windsor police had had their suspicions of a man who had been in the habit of 

leaving the borough for days at a time and returning ñin fundsò. The circulation of 

Johnsonôs photograph led to his identification by the Windsor police, who visited a 

house, which he was occupying with a woman. There they found veritable treasure-

trove of stolen property. Some of this was identified as having been taken from Mr 

Harlestoneôs house, and this way that burglary was brought home to the prisoner.  

As soon as the case was ended the judge said the officer ought to be commended. 

Mr Whiteley: I understand he has been promoted 

The Judge: Well, no man deserves it more. 
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On PC Lawty being called, the Judge said: I wish to say in public that I admire very 

much, your courageous behaviour. You were wounded badly and stuck to the man. The 

man took a flagstaff and went at you with that, but you would not be denied, and did 

your duty bravely and well. I congratulate you and your promotion and your very brave 

and courageous conduct of yourself. Have you ever been a soldier? 

PC Lawty: Yes 

The Judge (expressively): Oh! (laughter) Where did you learn the ju-jitsu hold? 

Pc Lawty: From the Chief Constable  

Detective. Sergeant Bias said prisoner was a labourer of Leicestershire who started his 

life of crime when 14 years of age. At his house at Windsor the proceeds of eight 

burglaries were found. 

The Judge said the worst part of the case was the way he knocked the constable about 

and he was taking that into consideration more than the burglaries. Prisoner would be 

sentenced to six years penal servitude, which with two years of the unexpired sentence 

would make eight years. 

The court rose at four oôclock 

 

Theft of Boots and Beer 

Surrey Advertiser-Saturday 10 January 1914 

Henry Williams 22 rag and bone collector of Manchester was charged with stealing 

from 104, High Street on Wednesday morning a pair of boots of the value of 17s 6d the 

property of Messrs Foster bros.: also with stealing from a van in the High Street about 

the same time a bottle of beer of the value of 6 ½ the property of Messrs Lascelles 

Tickner and Co.  PC Lawty stated that when in Boxgrove Road on Wednesday morning 

he saw prisoner who had a sack over his shoulder. In answer to a question as to what it 

contained prisoner replied, ñRagsò. The constable made the prisoner open the sack and 

inside was a pair of boots and a bottle of beer. On the way to the police station prisoner 

admitted the theft. Evidence was also given by George Logan an assistant at Messre 

Foster Bros., and Morgan Robert Hunt a brewerôs drayman. Prisoner was sentenced to 

14 days hard labour, seven days for each offence. 

Frozen to Death 

Guildford Womenôs Plight 

Surrey Advertiser-Monday 26 January 1914 

The dead body of a middle-aged woman was found on the Hogôs Back in the early 

hours of Saturday morning. It will be recalled that the frost on Friday was particularly 

severe, and there was every indication that the deceased had gone to sleep under some 

bushes in the vicinity of the cemetery. 
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The discovery was made by PC Lawty shortly before 5 am. His attention was attracted 

by a womanôs coat near some bushes and on investigation found the body. Assistance 

was summoned and eventually the remains were removed to the mortuary. 

The body was identified as that of Fanny Frampton aged about 43, said to be the 

daughter of a former stationmaster of Farnborough. She lived in Guildford a good many 

years. The facts have been reported to the Borough Coroner who will conduct an 

inquest at the Guildhall this evening. 

Frozen to Death 

Guildford Womanôs Terrible Condition 

Surrey Advertiser Wednesday 28 January 1914 

The inquest was held at the Guildhall on Monday night by the Borough Coroner Mr 

FW Smallpeice.  

Evidence of identification was given by Detective Sergeant Bias, who said deceased 

was a single woman. She had been living a low life and was in a filthy condition. He 

had made enquiries and found that she had a brother abroad whilst her late father was 

the stationmaster at Farnborough. Deceased was seen about 11pm on Friday night going 

up the Mount in the direction of where the body was found. There was 8d in cash on 

her body. 

PC Edward Lawty said he was on the Hogôs back about 4.50 am on Saturday between 

the two cemeteries when he saw a womanôs coat under some bushes. On going to the 

spot, he saw deceased lying with her chest bare under some bushes with her head 

towards Farnham. He found she was still warm and he tried artificial respiration, which 

however failed. He went to the nearest house for assistance and later Police Sergeant 

Read, PC Fuller and Dr Milligan arrived on the scene. It was a very cold night and had 

been freezing all the time. 

DR JK Milligan spoke to seeing the body at 6.30am on Saturday. Life was extinct. 

There were no marks of violence on the body. He had never seen a body in such an 

uncared for and filthy condition. Deceased was a debilitated subject. She was a chronic 

alcoholic and had tubercular disease of the lungs. In his opinion death was due to 

exposure. Asked if he examined the brain; the doctor replied in the negative whereupon 

the Coroner expressed the opinion this ought to have been done. 

A verdict in accordance with the medical evidence was returned. 

Constable Assaulted; Borough Bench 

Surrey Advertiser Saturday 02 May 1914 

West Sussex Gazette Thursday 07 May 1914 

 

Constable assaulted: Albert Buhe a homeless labourer was sent to gaol for 14 days with 

hard labour for having been drunk and disorderly and assaulted PC Lawty. Prisoner 
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attacked the officer when spoken to about his behaviour hitting him in the chest 

knocking him down on the footpath in the High Street. 

The Police Force return to the Colours 

Surrey Advertiser Saturday 8 August 1914 

 

The Guildford Borough Police Force have sent nine men. They were Police Constables 

Demount, ASC (Aldershot) Manfield RGA Sandown; Goodwin; Yeend; Deacon and 

HJ Gascoyne Coldstream Guards (Chelsea); Macey Scots Guards (The Tower) and 

Lawty Queen Bays (Monmouth). The ninth member PC Brazier is at present sick. Their 

colleagues not on duty accompanied them to the railway station on Wednesday morning 

and gave them a hearty send off. Owing to the shortness of time some of the unmarried 

officers were unable to visit their homes before re-joining. 

Since the depletion of the ranks of the force men of the fire brigade and special 

constables have been sworn in to take duty. They are easily distinguishable from a red 

badge worn on the arm with the letters ñSurrey Policeò. 

 

Missing 

Surrey Advertiser-Saturday 26 September 1914 

 
Policeman Soldiers 

PC Lawty and Police Sergeant Emery Guildford Borough Police 

Surrey Advertiser-Wednesday 18 November 1914 
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            PC Lawty Police Review 1915 from Dr Peter Kennison 

 

Kingôs Police Medal 

Surrey Advertiser-Monday 4 January 1915 

Among the recipients of the Kingôs Police Medal is PC Edwin Lawty of the Guildford 

Borough Police who as a reservist of the Queenôs Bays went to the front on the outbreak 

of war and is now a prisoner of war in Germany. At Guildford last year PC Lawty 

grappled single handed with an armed burglar who had dealt him a heavy blow on the 

head with a golf flagpole and managed by a ju-jitsu hold to secure him until help 

arrived. 

Corporal Lawty Home 

Surrey Advertiser-Monday 11 November 1918 

Corporal Edwin Lawty Dragoon Guards a former member of the Guildford Borough 

Police has been repatriated from Germany and arrived at his home in Guildford on 

Friday. He was taken prisoner four years and three months ago at Valenciennes and 

was in Germany up to seven months ago when he was transferred to Holland. Corporal 

Lawty suffered considerable privations while in Germany especially as regard to food 

and states that he was a ñbag of bonesò when he left that country for Holland. He is 

now expecting his discharge from the Army and will, we understand, be leaving 

Guildford 
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Note: The Guildford Borough Police records do not indicate that Lawty re-joined the 

Force.234 

 

From Barrie Friend, Battlefield Tour Guide 235 

 

I thought I would try to trace which POW camp(s) he spent time in. I have not been 

successful. The 'repatriated POW from Germany' Red Cross POW records say that 6540 

Cpl E Lawty (spelt Lawtry) 2 Dragoon Guards, arrived in the UK on 1st November 

1918 and the embarkation officer at Canterbury recorded 'gsw head arms' (note: 

Probably gunshot wounds) and 'wounds sev (severe)'. Lawty was admitted to King 

George Hospital, Stamford St, SE1 on the same day. 

 

A large number of other POWs were repatriated on the same day, many with severe 

wounds, and admitted to the same hospital. I feel that the wounds would have been 

recent - any received prior to capture would by now have healed. They would have been 

serious enough for Lawty to be admitted to hospital but not of such a nature as to 

prevent his re-joining in the RASC seven months later.  

 

This raised some interesting points. Where and how did he receive his wounds? How 

did he become repatriated as a POW? Was it the nature of the wounds? After capture 

during the war many seriously wounded were, through the Red Cross, repatriated or 

sent to a neutral country - Holland often. The war was still being fought on 1st 

November 1918 and the Germans were on the retreat (Hundred Days To Victory). Plans 

about a ceasefire were being discussed behind the scenes.  

 

The 2nd Dragoons took part in this retreat and no doubt a number of them were 

wounded, maybe some with 'a Blighty one' and if Lawty had not been a POW this may 

give an answer to his arriving in the UK on 1st November. The Medal Rolls Index Card 

is clear that he was taken POW on 28 November 1914 having entered the theatre of war 

on 15 August 1914. 

 

Maybe the POW record date is not accurate. 

 

Lawty had spent most of the war as a POW but unfortunately the Red Cross records 

don't say which camp(s) he was incarcerated in. This is a little unusual. Wherever it 

was would have been it would not have reached the standard of a Butlin's. 

 

 

 

 
234 Email Robert Simonson Surrey History Centre Woking 17 July 2019 to Robert Bartlett ref:  

9152/2/4/2/1 
235 Email 10 July 2019 Barrie Friend MA 
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Census and Electoral Roll236 

 

In 1891 Edwin is shown as 8 months old and was born in Hunmanby, Yorkshire and 

living with his father, Edwin A. Lawty and his mother Mary Elizabeth Lawty together 

with several siblings. I do not have a date of birth, but as he was 8 months old when the 

census was taken, (5 April) he was probably born in September 1890. They were living 

at 21 Bridlington Street, Hunmanby and his father's occupation is shown as waiter at 

inn. 

 

In 1901, they were at the same address but the husband is shown as Edward Anderson, 

also an inn waiter! 

 

In 1911, he is listed as a private in the 2 Dragoon Guards (Queens Bays) at Aldershot 

Camp. 

 

After World War One in the electoral rolls, he is listed as living at 107 Cline Road, 

Guildford (As these are not censuses, occupation is not shown.) 

 

  

 
236 Email John Molyneaux to Robert Bartlett 10 July 2019 
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Police Constable 216 Sidney George Lewis 

East Surrey Regiment 

106th Company of the Machine Gun Corps 

Surrey Constabulary Post First World War  

Appointed 23 March 1925 

War Service at age 13 

Sidney George Lewis was born in Tooting on 24 March 1903, the son of Edward John 

Lewis and Fanny Lewis. On the 1911 census his fatherôs occupation is given as asylum 

attendant. It is likely he worked at London County Councilôs Springfield Hospital 

(formerly the first Surrey County Asylum). The family lived at 53 Defoe Road, now 

934 Garratt Lane, and a blue plaque marks the house.237 

From Tooting aged 12 he volunteered for Army service in August 1915. Sidney, the 

youngest authenticated British soldier of the Great War 

 

Sidney was the youngest of the three sons of Edward, an óAsylum Attendantô, and 

Fanny Lewis and grew up in Tooting at 53 Defoe Road, now 953 Garratt Lane 

In 9 August 1915 Sidney Lewis enlisted at the recruiting office in Wimbledon, a sub-

office of the Kingston Recruiting Office. He seemed like any other recruit. He claimed 

to be a tailor and to be 19 years old. Whether the recruiting officer, Mr Holland, or 

medical examiner, Mr Clapham, suspected anything is not known, but he passed his 

medical and his details were entered into the East Surrey Regimental Recruiting District 

register. His height was given as 5 foot 5¾ inches, his weight as 113 pounds and it was 

recorded that he had several moles as distinctive marks (SHC ref 2496/4 page 93).238 

 
Sidney Lewis' birth certificate shows he was born in March 1903 and thus was 

only 12 when he enlisted 

 
237 Written by Laurence Spring, Surrey Heritage 
238 Written by Laurence Spring, Surrey Heritage 
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Lewis joined the East Surrey Regiment, but at some point he was transferred to the 

relatively newly formed 106th Company of the Machine Gun Corps with the number 

14645 and sent to France in time to take part in the bloody and horrific battle of Delville 

Wood, which began on 15 July 1916 and would last until 3 September 1916, one of the 

many actions that made up the battle of the Somme which began on 1 July 1916. 

However, it is at this point that there is a twist in the story of his military service, 

because on 18 August 1916 Sidneyôs mother wrote to the War Office with a copy of 

his birth certificate which proved that rather than being 19 years old he was in fact 12 

at the time of his enlistment, being born on 24 March 1903. What made Fanny Lewis 

wait so long before she contacted the War Office is not known ï possibly she did not 

know his whereabouts until then or Sidney had written home to say that he had had 

enough after three months in action. Certainly, when he enlisted, he did not give his 

address. 

Whatever the reason the War Office moved quickly and wrote back to her on 23 August 

informing her that instructions had been issued óthat he is to be at once withdrawn from 

the firing line and sent home for dischargeô. On 24 August 1916 she received a telegram 

from the Machine Gun Corps that, óaction has been taken and the lad will be discharged 

with all possible speedô. By 18 September 1916 he was back in England waiting for his 

discharge.239 

 

 
239 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/the-boy-soldier-sidney-lewis-the-youngest-man-to-

serve-in-the-british-army/ 
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His age on discharge was 13 and he is believed to have been the youngest British soldier 

to fight in the First World War. What he thought about being discharged is not recorded 

but in 1918 he was once more back in the ranks of the army, still underage, this time in 

the Guardsô Machine Gun Regiment number 7252.  He was awarded the Victory Medal 

and the British War Medal for his service in the Great War, in which he was deployed to 

France with the 106th Machine Gun Company and saw active service including six weeks 

fighting in the Battle of Somme. There is no record of him being awarded the 1914, or 

the 1914/1915 Star.240 After the war he served in the Army of Occupation before joining 

the Surrey Constabulary.241 

 

Part of Sidney Lewisôs entry in the Surrey Constabulary Defaulterôs Book ï the 

strangely named register of all those who served 

 
240 Barrie Friend email 25 August 2019 
241 https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/my-dad-the-hero-aged-12-mystery-1443377 
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From the Surrey Constabulary Defaulterôs Book242 

PC 216 aged 22 on the 24 March 1925 

5 Feet 11 Inches Pale complexion, brown hair, brown eyes 

Born Tooting, engineering fitter last address 53, Defoe Road, Tooting 

Army August 1915 to August 1916 + 1918-19, about two and a half years - still on 

Reserve  

Appointed 23 March 1925 sworn in 27 March 1925 

Posted Godalming 7 April 1925 

 

26 July 1942 Temporary Sergeant 

1 July 1957 Sergeant 

Godalming, Camberley, Rowledge, Coldharbour, Horne, Baldwins Hill Egham, Stoke 

DôAbernon, Old Woking, Kingswood, Hersham, Walton on Thames, Bagshot 

 

Mention in the press of being in bomb disposal. Not so but he was a trained Bomb 

Reconnaissance Officer 1942 with the task of visiting all bombings to ascertain what 

ordinance was involved and what action needed to be taken by Bomb Disposal.  He 

became qualified instructor of incident officers 1944. 

 

Pensioned 2 April 1955 Extemporary conduct 30 yearsô service with average pay last 

three years £605.5.5 pension £403 10.3 Died 9 April 1969  

In September 1928, Lewis married Ivy Bardell and by 1939 had moved to 7 Rosebery 

Crescent, Old Woking. During the Second World War he was employed in bomb 

disposal. With the war over, in May 1945 he moved to the Police Station, New Zealand 

Avenue, Walton on Thames, and he died in 1969 aged 63.243 

He died in 1969, the landlord of a pub in Frant, East Sussex.244 

It is clear having consulted the Surrey Constabulary records how what appears to be a 

serving police officer was employed according to the press in bomb disposal. Every 

division of every police force had officers trained to visit bomb scenes particularly 

where they had not exploded. Known as Bomb Reconnaissance Officers this may have 

been Lewisôs duty in the Second World War. This was a perilous task as the role 

included going to the scene of unexploded bombs to work out the threat including the 

size and nature of the device and deciding if bomb disposal were to be called. 

 
242 From Robert Simonson Surrey History Centre 28 August 2019'defaulter's book' (ref. 9152/1/2/1/4 
243 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/the-boy-soldier-sidney-lewis-the-youngest-man-to-

serve-in-the-british-army/ 
244 https://vauxhallhistory.org/the-unstoppable-sidney-lewis-tootings-pre-teen-somme-machine-gunner/ 
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PC Sidney Lewis, seen here on holiday with his wife Ivy in about 1946. Sidney 

joined the Surrey Constabulary in 1925 after the army. 

September 1932 

 

Five Men and a Car: Stopped at Police Cordon 

Magistrate sends them for trial 245 

 

ñI take a very serious view of car stealing as I think everyone does,ò said Mr Ronald 

Powell the West London Police Court magistrate on Saturday in declining to deal 

summarily with five men who appeared before him on a charge of this nature. 

 

The five men were charged on remand with being concerned together in stealing (or 

taking away without the ownerôs consent) a Ford Touring car belonging to David 

Murray of Billericay. 

 

Mr Murray said he left his car outside a house in Hammersmith about 9.30pm on 

September 9. An hour later it had gone but the next morning he saw it at Hammersmith 

police station. 

 

PC Sidney Lewis of the Surrey Constabulary stated the car was stopped at a police 

cordon on the Southampton Road at Egham at 11.35pm on September 9.Kennedy who 

was driving failed to produce a driving licence and certificate of insurance and he was 

unable to give the number of the car or any other particulars about it. The other men 

who were also in the car did not give satisfactory explanations and all five were 

detained.  Later it was learned that the car had been reported stolen and the men were 

handed over to the Metropolitan Police. 

 

Committed to the London Sessions on £10 bail. 

  

 
245 West Middlesex Gazette 24 September 1932 
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Police Constable 241 James A Lush 

First World  War  

6th Battalion, The Queens, 29 Aug 1914-15 Apr 1919 

Surrey Constabulary 5 August 1919 

 

 
 

Surrey Constabulary ódefaulter's book' (ref. 9152/1/2/1/4).   

 

James A Lush, appointment no. 1809 

Age 21 in Dec 1918, 5ft 10 inches, pale complexion, auburn hair, hazel eyes. 

Born New Haw, Surrey, grounds man. 

Last address, 2 Oak Cottages, Station Road, West Byfleet. Last employed by Mr 

Pattison, Dartnell Park: Parents at Byfleet, aunt at Walton on Thames 

Previous public service, 6th Bn, The Queens, 29 Aug 1914-15 Apr 1919 [so if 21 in 

Dec 1918, still only 16¾ in Aug 1914] Date of appointment 5 Aug 1919, collar no. 

214 Sworn 8 Aug 1919 at Guildford.  First stationed Godalming 

 

Removals: 

17 Mar 1920 Godalming to Bletchingley; 9 Jul 1923 Bletchingley to Holmwood; 14 

Jan 1935 Holmwood to Abinger; 23 Mar 1937 Abinger to Leatherhead; 4 Jul 1938 

Leatherhaed to Shere; 15 May 1939 Shere to Leatherhead 
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3 Jul 1938 promoted from Constable to Sergeant 

 

Failed exams for pay increments 29 Nov 1924 and 21 Nov 1925 

May 1926 passed 3rd examination St John's Ambulance Association 

29 Nov 1930 Passed examination for promotion to Sergeant 

17 Oct 1936 Passed Official Anti-Gas Course 

4 Feb 1946 Defence Medal 

Pensioned on completion of service, 8 Jan 1949, 29 years service 

Exemplary conduct in service 

Died 1967 

 

From Miss Lush via Ted Bellingham 3 September 1919  

 

She vividly remembers her mother's dismay at moving to the police house in Abinger 

(opposite the clock) where there was no running water save for a hand pump in the 

kitchen; the toilet was in the garden; and there were no gas lights upstairs so you went 

to bed with a candle. It was a delight to move to the police office in Shere which was 

new. Her mother though, was expected to do the office work. 

 

When they moved to Leatherhead, as the station sergeant's wife her mother was also 

expected to cook meals for any prisoners held at the weekend. She also acted a matron 

for any female prisoners, including escorting to Holloway if committed. 
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Police Constable 20 Sidney Charles Macey 

Guildford Borough Police 

Killed in action aged 28 

2 November 1914 Ypres Salient 

1st Battalion Scots Guards 

 
Photo Taken 29 November 1911 

 

Saturday 10 October 1914 the Surrey Advertiser 

Guildford Constableôs Brother Killed 

 

On Thursday Mrs Macey wife of Private S. C. Macey of the 1st Scots Guards who is 

also a member of the Guildford Borough Police Force received a letter from her 

husband indicating that he was well. Private Macey has had the misfortune to lose his 

brother Private F. Macey while in action with the Coldstream Guards.246 

 

PC Maceyôs brother F G Macey was killed September 8, 1914 aged 24 serving with the 

Coldstream Guards as Private 9285 and is buried in Bellot Communal Cemetery, 

France. Son of the late Edwin and Emma Macey of Chilmark, Salisbury, Wiltshire 

 

PC Sidney Macey served as Private 6426 of the 1st Battalion Scots Guards dying aged 

28 in the defence of Ypres Salient. He was the husband of Ada H. Macey, of 

ñHighrough,ò Mountside, Guildford and is remembered on Ypres (Menin Gate) 

Memorial He enlisted in Southampton and gave his residence as Salisbury.  

 

Sidney Macey joined Guildford Borough on 8th February 1909 aged 23 and was sworn 

in on 22nd March 1909 before Messrs Gibson and Salisbury at Guildford Town Hall. 

His appointment number was 64 and his collar number 20. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as butcher and that he had had 3 yearsô service with the 

2nd Battalion, Scots Guards. During his service he was promoted from 4th class to 1st 

 
246 Surrey Advertiser Saturday 10 October 1914 
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class constable. On 21st November 1911 for neglect of duty in not reporting a found 

locket on 14th November he was stopped one days leave by the chief constable. 

   

Age 23 Height 6`1ò Complexion Fresh Hair  

Dark Brown Eyes Dark Blue Birthplace Salisbury 

 

 
Menin Gate Memorial: Visited by Dave Powell June 2011 

 

Additional research by Phil Badham 

 

He was born 1885/1886 in Chilmark near Salisbury, Wiltshire to Edwin and Emma 

Macey (nee Macey!) and was baptised on 29th January 1886 in the local parish. His 

parents had a total of four children. In 1901 Sidney was still living with his parents in 

Chilmark and working as a groom but joined the 1st Battalion, Scots Guards, on 2 

February 1906. After 3 yearsô service, he left to join the Guildford Borough Police, and 

was appointed on 8 February 1909 and sworn in as constable 20, by the mayor, at 

Guildford town hall, on 22 March that year. In his time with Guildford Borough Police 

he rose from constable 4th class to constable 1st class. The 1911 census shows that 

Sidney was at that time living at 29 Testard Road, Guildford, lodging with the Lawrence 

family. Sidney married Ada Harriet Watt on 26 December 1912, at the Parish Church 

in the parish of Stoke-Next- Guildford.  

 

He served in the Police until he was recalled to the Colours to re-join the Scots Guards 

on 4th August 1914, at the outbreak of the First World War. The battalion were 

stationed in Aldershot, but left for Le Havre, France, on 13 August 1914. By 24 August, 

the battalion, as part of the British Expeditionary Force, was already being deployed to 

assist with the retirement of British and French troops in the face of the German 

advance. On Saturday 10 October 1914 the Surrey Advertiser newspaper reported that 

Mrs Macey, Stanley's wife, had received a letter from him on the previous Thursday, 

in which he indicated he was well but had the misfortune to have lost his brother, Private 

F Macey, who'd been in action with the Coldstream Guards. 

 

By 15 October the Battalion was near the village of Vendresse, having already lost 9 

officers, with 206 other ranks killed, wounded and missing. From 21 October through 

to the early days of November the battalion saw action in the Bixschoote area north of 

Ypres and were involved in the heavy fighting on the outskirts of Ypres, along the 
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Menin Road, in the vicinity of the village of Gheluvelt, in the efforts of the BEF to stem 

the German advance. During the fighting Sidney was taken prisoner and was reported 

to have died from wounds during November 1914, at the age of 28.  

 

The date Stanley died is in question, the Commonwealth War Graves records show it 

as 2 November 1914 whereas the Register of Soldiers' Effects as 30 November 1914; 

both agree he was a prisoner of war. However, the Woking News and Mail of 6 August 

1915 stated it was the 14 November. Its article says, "The War Office intimation simply 

states that he was "killed in action", but a private letter received from Geneva gives 

fuller particulars of the gallant soldier's death. Pte Macey received two serious wounds 

at Ypres on October 28th when his company was completely surrounded and when 

nearly all those who were not killed or wounded were taken prisoners. The last Macey 

was seen he lay wounded on the field. He was taken prisoner by the Germans, removed 

to a hospital and on November 14th died of his wounds. Pte Macey leaves a widow and 

among members of the police force with whom he was very popular, the news of his 

death has been received with much regret. Stanley was aged 28 and his final resting 

place being unknown; he is commemorated on the Menin Gate memorial at Ypres. 247 

  

 
247 Surrey Advertiser - Saturday 10 October 1914 
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Police Constable 12 Harry Beresford Mann  

Late Reigate Borough Police 

Transferred to Southend in 1914 

Killed in Action 1917 

 

Served with Southend Borough Constabulary from Sep 1, 1914 and died on Sep 

2, 1917. Gunner 126548 Mann of L Battery, Royal Horse Artillery 

Harry Beresford Mann was born on March 4, 1890, in Chelsea. On June 17, 1910, he 

joined Reigate Borough Police serving in that force as Constable 12. His parents were 

then living in Barrack Road, Finchampstead, Berkshire and prior to joining the police 

Harry had been employed for a while at Wellington College, Berkshire. In February 

1914, whilst living at 7 St. John's Terrace Road, Redhill he responded to an 

advertisement and applied for a transfer to Southend-on-Sea Borough Police force. He 

described himself as being five feet eleven inches tall, weighing twelve stones two 

pounds with a chest measurement of thirty-eight inches. He had blue eyes, brown hair 

and a fresh complexion. 

James Metcalfe, Head Constable of the Reigate Borough Police supported his 

application and wrote to the Chief Constable of Southend on February 27, 1914. 

"I have to inform you that the above named has my permission to apply for the office 

of constable in your force. He has served in this force since 17th June 1910, and in my 

opinion is quite eligible for the office he seeks. I have lost a number of fine young 

fellows in this way, but I am not surprised at those who have anything in them desiring 

to transfer to larger Boroughs where there is more going on. This loss is a rather serious 

inconvenience to me and my officers, but I am not at all disposed to in any way obstruct 

the freedom of such transfers." 

Harry was duly accepted by the Southend force and was appointed Constable 75 on 

April 1, 1914. He was posted to the Leigh section. 

Harry Mann was recorded as missing presumed killed in action on November 30 1917. 

His body, if ever recovered was never identified. He was twenty-nine years old when 

he died. His police colleague Philip Saban was mortally wounded and died later of his 

wounds at the 29th Division Casualty Clearing Station at Grevillers on December 2, he 

was just twenty-four years of age. 
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Police Constable 25 later PC7 Arthur Manfield  

Later Detective Sergeant 

Guildford Borough Police 

First World War  

Royal Garrison Artillery  

MID  

 

 

The Police Force return to the Colours 

Surrey Advertiser Saturday 8 August 1914 

 

The Guildford Borough Police Force has sent nine men. They were Police Constables 

Demount, ASC (Aldershot) Manfield RGA Sandown; Goodwin; Yeend; Deacon and 

HJ Gascoyne Coldstream Guards (Chelsea); Macey Scots Guards (The Tower) and 

Lawty, Queen Bays (Monmouth). The ninth member PC Brazier is at present sick. Their 

colleagues not on duty accompanied them to the railway station on Wednesday morning 

and gave them a hearty send off. Owing to the shortness of time some of the unmarried 

officers were unable to visit their homes before re-joining 

 
PCs Punter, Lawrence, Mynett, T Oliver, Manfield, W Oliver, Rickman 
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HJ Gascoyne, Lintott, Holt, Marshall, Norris, Hatcher, Taylor, Macey, Demount 

PJ Gascoyne, Emery, Read, Clarke, Inspector Uttley, Chief Constable Nicholas, 

Detective Sergeant Bias, Hawkins, Springate, Turner, 

Yeend, Fuller, Pinner, H Gascoyne 

 

 

 

Surrey Advertiser 1 May 1918 

 

The Chief Constable reported that ex-Detective Constable Manfield had been promoted 

to the rank of sergeant in the RGA and mentioned in despatches for his courage and 

devotion to duty in rescuing wounded and saving ammunition under shellfire. 

 

1925 March 10: Boy housebreaker sent to reformatory: Three further charges of 

housebreaking were preferred at the Guildford Petty Sessions yesterday against George 

Dixon aged 13 who was remanded last week on a charge of housebreaking and theft at 

Guildford. DC Penbered of the Wolverhampton Borough Police said that while he was 

taking down a statement at Dixonôs dictation concerning the murder of PC Willitts of 

the Wolverhampton Police. Dixon voluntarily added that he had done several 

housebreakings in various parts of the country and indicated to him a number of houses 

he had entered. Detective Sergeant Manfield of the Guildford Borough Police said in a 

statement the defendant gave his name as William Jones and said his father served in 

the Royal Artillery at Woolwich. The defendant pleaded guilty to the four charges and 

DC Penbered said Dixon had broken into ten houses all together. The boy was sent to 

the Liverpool Juvenile Reformatory Association to be placed in one of their homes until 

he was 19.248 

 

1928: The CID Guildford Borough Police  consisted of Detective Sergeant Arthur 

Manfield, and Detective Constables C P Fountain and H E Stone.249 

 

 
248 The Times   Tuesday, Mar 10, 1925 
249 PC Bowd biography note below 
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1931: When in 1931 PC Fountain joined the Guildford Borough CID he was on 

call when off duty. Housebreaking was prevelant as was theft of cycles. The cycle theft 

caused a lot of hard work and was finally cleared up when it was discovered that bikes 

were leaving the town by train avoiding the road checks that had been set up. When the 

thieves were arrested cycles from across England were recovered 

 

Fountain owned a motor cycle and since the Force did not have any transport he was 

able to use the vehicle and claim an allowance. Before he joined CID he would often 

use the motor cycle on nights to pad out the cover when they were short of men. He 

would carry the detective sergeant in the side car ï both being in plain clothes. This 

proved effective and they made many arrests. The motor cycle was kept in the yard of 

the Surrey Arms opposite the police station. The DS at the time was Manfield. 250  

 

 

DS Fountain and DS Manfield Guildford Borough Police who returned to the 

Colours August 1914 re-joining to continue his career with the Borough 

 

 

 

 

 

 
250 From a biographical note by PC Fountain below 
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Inspector Herbert Charles Mead 

Born 1910 Hackney died 1957 Godalming 

Surrey Constabulary and RAFVR Second World War  

Navigator Bomber Command 

 

 

1911 Census ï Living with Parents and older Brother Henry Joseph Mead, Herbert 

was 1 year old.  Address shown as 56, Halidon Street, Homerton, Hackney. 

1939 Register ï Living 20 Albany Park Road, Leatherhead, Surrey.  Occupation: 

Police Constable. 

WW2 Record ï Herbert Mead enlisted in Euston after December 1941, he joined the 

Royal Air Force, Service No 1803831. 

Inspector Meadôs Sudden Death: Tributes were paid at the Magistratesô Court on 

Friday to Inspector Herbert C Mead who died on the previous Tuesday. He walked 

from his home in Busbridge Lane, Godalming to the police station where he became 

ill. Taken home by car he died two hours later as the result of a coronary thrombosis.  

Inspector Mead who was 47 joined the Surrey Constabulary in 1933 and was stationed 

in various parts of the county until appointed to take charge of the Milford Section of 

Godalming Division in 1953. 

Promoted inspector last August he was transferred to Godalming. 

During the war he held a commission in the RAF and was a navigator in Bomber 

Command. 

A keen swimmer, he had taken part in the Boxing Day Serpentine swim and was a 

member of the original swimming team of the Surrey Constabulary. 
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Mr Mead leaves a widow. Cremation at Woking on Monday was attended by 

representatives of the Surrey Force.251 

H C Mead Officer of the Royal Air  Force Volunteer Reserve. War Substantive Flying 

Officer Navigator.  Seniority Date: 3 September 1945 

 

Publication Date 11 May 1945: The London Gazette, Supplement 37078, Page 2517 

 

Royal Air  Force volunteer reserve. General Duties Branch. Appointment to 

commission    As Pit. Offs. on prob. (emergency): ð Wt. Offs. 3rd Mar. 1945. 1803831 

Herbert Charles MEAD (196432) 

 

 

 

  

 
251 West Sussex Gazette 26 December 1957 
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Harry Reuben Miles 

Reigate Borough Police 

Chief officer Winchester City Police252 
 

 
 

Harry Reuben Miles previously in Reigate Borough Police probably to 1925 and as an 

inspector in Winchester from 1925). Head Constable 1942 ï 1943 then Superintendent 

Hampshire Constabulary upon amalgamation. 

 

Miles was born in Chertsey in 1895 with census records recording him at Ewhurst in 

1901, 1911 census shows living with parents, occupation shown as Garden Boy.  

Address is Croydon Road, Caterham Valley, Surrey. Caterham and Reigate 1921.  

Married 1924 to Dora Berrett in Herne Hill, London.  Occupation Wholesale Florist. 

1939 census: Living in Winchester with Dorothy ï occupation Police Inspector. He 

died in May 1948 when living in Christchurch Road, Winchester. 

 

First World War medals including service in France, then 12 May 1937 George VI 1937 

Coronation Medal253 

                                                                      

Served Reigate Borough Police as PC7 from 4 January 1914 enlisting in the Royal Field 

Artillery 20 July 1915 demobbed 11 January 1919. In the army he was a signaller acting 

sergeant.  

 

 
252 https://www.hampshireconstabularyhistory.org.uk/stories/head-constables-of-winchester-city-

police/ 
253 Inspector, section UK 6C B Win 
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Miles was very upset when he was made a Superintendent instead of an Assistant Chief 

Constable after Winchester City Police was amalgamated with Hampshire in 1943 as a 

wartime measure. Many of the smaller forces were amalgamated and post war were 

never reformed. Having been Head Constable it felt like demotion. He served until 1946 

and died 2 years later.254 

 

As is not unusual is a little chaotic. The date of December 1915 is when the annual 

report was published and the men seem to have joined in June 1915. : Reigate Borough 

Police Constable 13 Frederick Marks and Police Constable 31 Ernest Didier St Amand 

resigned to join the Army.255 1915 June 21: PCs Lawrence, Miles, Morse, Wilkinson, 

Santer and Foster were given permission to join the Army. 

 

There is only one H Miles in RFA MIC records. He served in France from 21 December 

1914. This may not be the right Miles as Reigate Borough Police records show he joined 

the army 21 June 1915. Another mystery! 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 
254 Dr Clifford Williams email 20 November 2020 ï Hampshire Police historian 
255 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police report to year end 31 December 1915 
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Police Constable 254 Henry Minter  

Later Superintendent Surrey Constabulary 

First World War  

Lance Corporal Coldstream Guards 

 

Born 2 June 1891 Dover 

Christened 10 September 1891St Bartholomew, Charlton by Dover 

1901 census   Henry Minter living with his parents in Dover Kent. 

1911 census living with his parents in Dover.  Age 19, occupation Motor Trimmer 

Joined Surrey Constabulary 1912 

1916 Married Ellen Tarr at Ascot 

Sergeant 1925 

1929 Inspector 

1931 Superintendent Hersham Division 

The 1939 register shows Henry Minter living at 83 Copthorne Road, Leatherhead, 

with one son, Frank B Minter born 1928 and at school.  From the record of UK 

British Army Pension Records, WW1, this shows another son Cyril Russell Minter. 

Died 29 November 1966 

 

Henry joined the Coldstream Guards on 22 April 1918, aged 26 years 10 months. Prior 

to enlisting he was a police constable in the Surrey Constabulary. Record shows that he 

was 6ft 0.5in, weight -161 pounds, chest expansion 4.5 ï chest size 38.5.  Living 45 

Maybury Road, Woking, Surrey.  Grenadier Guards No 33382.He was promoted Lance 

Corporal and was discharged on demobilisation on 31 March 1920. He gave his address 

as 45 Maybury Road, Woking, Surrey.256 

 

Whilst still a police constable, Henry played a part in the 1924 'Blue Anchor Hotel 

Byfleet poisoning' 257 

 

1925 February 13 Dover Express: Superintendent Henry Minter Surrey 

Constabulary: Dovorian and well known constable promoted to sergeant: Sergeant 

H Minter the subject of the following extract from the Surrey Advertiser of last week 

is a Dovorian, the son of the late Mr John Stephen Minter and Mrs Susanna Minter of 

Tower Hamlets (Dover), and previous to joining the Surrey Police Force was for some 

years in the employ of Messrs Palmer and Sons. 

 

For some years the plain clothes man attached to the Woking Division of the Surrey 

Constabulary PC H Minter has been promoted to the rank of sergeant and took up his 

duties at Cranleigh Police Station on Saturday. PC Minter has served in the force for 

twelve years with the exception of a period during the war when he was in the Grenadier 

 
256 Ancestry.com World War One pension records 
257 See http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/history-from-police archives/RB1/Pt2/pt2Vaquier24.html  
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Guards. The whole of his time has been spent in the Woking Division. He has always 

shown himself to be a most zealous, conscientious and able officer, although his tasks 

have not always been of the most congenial nature, he has invariably performed his 

duty with tact and to the credit of the Force. He could, with some justification, claim to 

be the most photographed constable in Surrey. In the famous Byfleet case, he was 

Vaquierôs escort to and from Brixton Prison and before the trial was concluded his 

features became as well-known. To the public as were those of the murderer. He was 

also the escort of the ñgentlemanò burglar named Clark, another case which gained for 

the town considerable notoriety. Woking residents while congratulating PC Minter on 

his well-deserved promotion will sincerely regret his departure.ò 258 

 

1929 September 27 Dover Express: The promotion of  a native of Dover, Mr H 

Minter  son of the late MR JS Minter and Mrs Minter of Tower Hamlets, Dover, to be 

an Inspector  of the Surrey Constabulary at Egham is recorded in the Surrey Advertiser 

which says, A courteous, tactful and efficient officer, Mr Minter is a sergeant in the 

Cranleigh District, has made many friends who will wish him well in his new 

appointment. Inspector Minter has served 16 years and was the officer in charge of 

Vaquier during his trial for the Byfleet murder.259 

 

The Dover and East Kent News on Friday 17 July 1931: A Dover man, Mr H Minter, 

has been appointed Superintendent of the Hersham Division of the Surrey County 

Constabulary. Mr Minter was promoted Inspector not quite two years ago, and his latest 

step is due to Supt. W H Bird, whom he is succeeding, having been appointed Deputy 

Chief Constable of Surrey. Mr Minter, who joined the Surrey Constabulary in 1912, 

and was promoted Sergeant in 1925, was the son of the late John Stephen and Susan 

Minter, of Tower Hamlets. He was for several years, as a youth, employed by Messrs 

Palmer and Sons, of Dover. Dover can be proud of Mr Minter's rise in such an important 

Force as the Surrey Constabulary. 

 

1939 Register: at 83 Copthorne Road, Leatherhead U.D., Surrey 

Minter, Henry born 2 Jun 1891, married, civil servant, superintendent of police 

Minter, Ellen B born 11 Apr 1895, married, unpaid domestic duties 

Minter, Frank B born 7 Jun 1928, single, at school. 

 

https://probatesearch.service.gov.uk: 

 

MINTER Henry of 16 Louvaine Avenue Wickford Basildon Essex died 29 November 

1966 Probate Ipswich 24 January 1967 to Dennis Henry Minter draughtsman and Frank 

Bernard Minter civil servant. £5273260 

 

 
258 1925 February 13 Dover Express from Henry Pelham October 2020 
259 1929 September 27 Dover Express from Henry Pelham October 2020 
260 http://www.theminters.co.uk/getperson.php?personID=I17&tree=dover 
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Joined the Guards during First World War  
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Surrey Advertiser 27 April 1918 

 

The eight men were the last eligible single police officers serving in the Surrey 

Constabulary. There was one however, a discharged soldier and two over military age.  

Police Constables Bord, A Ellis, Rose, HQ at Guildford; Edwards, Virginia Water; 

Smeed, Camberley; Wilkinson, Godalming; Freeland, York Town; Turner, Woking; 

Fielding, Egham Hythe; Norgate, Englefield Green; Lewis, Fetcham; Bishop, Hogs 

Back; Hainsworth, Haslemere; C Ellis, Tatsfield; White, Minter, Woking; A Ellis 

Charlwood; called to the Colours in April 1918. None appear on the force war memorial 

so it can be assumed they all survived. 261 

 

It may have been five months from the end of the war but in May there was no 

indication that the war would end that year or any certainty that the Allies would win, 

even though the vast amount of manpower and resources were beginning to be deployed 

by the United States. 

 

 
 

1924 29 March: Blue Anchor Hotel Byfleet poisoning: The John Pierre Vaquier case. 

Press cuttings and copy-correspondence regarding press interference with witnesses are 

held at the Surrey Record Centre. The story is of a vain Frenchman who poisoned his 

mistress's husband, Alfred Jones. Meeting Mabel Theresa Jones, wife of a Surrey hotel 

owner, whilst she was on holiday in France in 1924, Vaquier followed her back to 

England. In March of the same year he went to London to purchase poison. He signed 

 
261 Surrey Advertiser 27 April 1918 
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the register with a false name but put the address of the Jonesô hotel. When Mr Jones 

died, investigations led police to the chemist who identified Vaquier; charged with 

murder by strychnine and appeared before at Surrey Assizes Guildford in July 1924 

where he was found guilty and later hanged.  Superintendent Boshier of Woking 

Division and DCC Kenward investigated the crime. One officer who had charge of the 

prisoner was PC H Minter, later Superintendent, the one man in the force to work 

continuously in plain clothes in the county 

.  

5 June 1924 The Times Sent for Trial by Woking Magistrates Court before whom he 

appeared for the eighth time. Superintendent Boshier was the officer in charge of the 

case. Sir Bernard Spilsbury Home Office pathologist undertook the post mortem.    

 

2 July 1924 Surrey Assizes: At Guildford a charge of murder of Alfred Poynter Jones, 

Landlord of the blue Anchor Inn at Byfleet on 29 March last. His Lordship said, that he 

thought there was no doubt upon the evidence that Mr Jonesô death was caused by 

strychnine poisoning. The question was who put the poison into the bottle that was 

supposed to contain harmless bromo salts. There was evidence that theta the accused 

was in the bar parlour earlier that day Mr Jones died and therefore had the opportunity 

to tamper with the bottle. The Grand Jury returned a true bill.262  

 

3 July 1924 Surrey Assizes the trial opens: Admission to the court was by ticket and 

every seat was occupied and many women were present they being allotted seats on the 

left side of the public gallery and the men being on the right. Some of the most famous 

legal names of the day were present in the court; for the Crown the Attorney General 

Sir Patrick Hastings KC, Sir Edward Marshall Hall KC; for the defence Sir Henry 

Curtis-Bennett. Sir Archibald Bodkin D of PP was present in the court.   

 

4 July 1924: The trial was continued with Mrs Jones returning to the witness box and 

spending seven hours under cross-examination. The newspaper contains a detailed 

report of her evidence and cross-examination. After a full day the court was 

adjourned.263  

 

7 July 1924: Violent protest after death sentence: Vaquier was found guilty at Surrey 

Summer assizes at Guildford after a trial lasting four days and sentenced to death. The 

jury were out for an hour and forty minutes and when the foreman of the jury announced 

the verdict, which was translated for the prisoner his face lost some of its colour though 

he showed little trace of emotion. Several women in the court broke down in tears when 

the verdict was announced and burst into tears. Vaquier shouted, ñI can only say I am 

innocent. I swear on my motherôs and my fatherôs graves, which are still fresh that I am 

innocent of the crime with which I am charged.ò After sentence Vaquier spoke to the 

jury in voluble French telling them they had come to an iniquitous verdict, the judge 

 
262 The Times 2 July 1924 
263 The Times 4 July 1924 
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demanding that he be removed. He continued shouting as the warders removed him. 

Within a quarter of an hour of being sentenced he was in a motorcar on his journey to 

Wandsworth prison. This press report is again very detailed of the last hours of the 

trial.264 1924 July 15: Appeal at the Court of Criminal Appeal on 28 July. It is 

understood that counsel will now be instructed by the Registrar of the Court of Criminal 

Appeal under the Poor Persons Defence Act. 265 

Fred Shoobridge in 1999: 1932 Cutmill murders: Sergeant Lucas took the recruits in 

the van to search the common for clues. The van had to go back so that at the end we 

walked to the Hogôs Back and caught a bus. That night I was on duty at the police HQ 

in Guildford and had to clean the place. All the detectives would be called to the murder. 

Minter, Roberts, Curry; six or seven formed the Surrey Constabulary Criminal 

Investigation Department. Fred Collins and Tom Roberts were photographic and 

fingerprints.266 

 

1932 November 14 Woman and child in front of train: Mrs Violet Robus 28 of 

Walton on Thames was charged at Kingston County Police Court with attempting to 

murder her two-year-old child Mary June and with attempting to commit suicide.  On 

November 4 the mother and child were seen lying on the rails at Walton station. A train 

drew up very quickly and two young men lifted the woman and child onto the platform. 

It appeared as if they had fallen on the line. Neither the woman nor the child was hurt 

though the mother was suffering from shock and was hysterical. Police Superintendent 

Minter reported that the woman said, ñYes, I wanted to go with her but she did not want 

me.ò Sent to the Assizes when a report of her mental condition will be made. 267 

 

1935 May 20: Shots at window of a country house: Man charged with theft of gun: 

At Epsom Police Court on Saturday Reginald Payne, 30, described as a barman of no 

fixed abode, was remanded in custody until Thursday charged with breaking and 

entering Ashley Court, Ashtead, the residence of Mr Walter James Purdy, during the 

night and stealing a double barrelled shotgun valued at £52.10s the property of Mr 

Purdy.  Police Sergeant Reid of Leatherhead said that searching Ashtead Woods that 

morning in company with a number of other police officers he saw Payne walking along 

the road from the direction of Leatherhead carrying a double-barrelled 12 bore shotgun.  

As the witness approached him Payne handed to gun to him and said, ñhere it is. You 

had better unload it.ò He opened the gun and took from it two live cartridges, No 5 shot.  

He examined the gun and saw it had previously been fired. When asked, ñWhat is the 

game?ò Payne replied: I have been getting my own back.ò He was taken to Leatherhead 

police station where Superintendent Minter charged him and cautioned him when he 

made no reply. ñOn the way to the court in the car that morningò the sergeant continued, 

 
264 The Times 7 July 1924 
265 The Times 15 July 1924 
266 In conversation with Robert Bartlett in 1999 
267 The Times 14 November 1932 
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he said, ñAre there any casualties at the house?ò I replied ñNo.ò He then said, ñI am 

getting off light with this.ò The Chairman, ñDid you understand which house he meant? 

Did he mention Ashley Court?ò Sergeant Reid replied that he took it to mean he meant 

Ashley Court the house in the occupation of Mr Purdy. Sergeant Reid recalled, said that 

at 4am he visited Ashley Court, Ashtead in response to a telephone message. He was 

shown there a bedroom window on the first floor, which had apparently been broken 

by pellets from s shotgun. Two windows at the back of the same house on the same 

floor were broken, one apparently by pellets from a shotgun and one by bullets from a 

rifle. Payne was remanded in custody until Thursday; the Chairman asking that he 

should be kept under medical observation.268 

  

 
268 The Times (London, England), Monday, May 20, 1935 
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Police Constable 18 William Parker  

Reigate Borough Police 

Royal Army Medical Corps 

Warrant Officer  

Meritorious Service Medal 

 

Re-called to the army August 5, 1914 re-joined Reigate Borough Police 14 February 

1919 being discharged from the army 13 March 1919  

 

Reigate Constable Decorated 

Meritorious Service Medal to PC Parker269 

 

An interesting ceremony took place on Monday evening at the meeting of the Reigate 

Town Council when PC William Parker, of the Reigate Borough Police Force was 

publicly presented with the Meritorious Service Medal awarded to him by the military 

authorities for his devoted service as a soldier during the war. 

 

The Mayor, Alderman T Malcolmson said the record of PC Parker was that he joined 

the Reigate Borough Force in May 1911 when he was in the army reserve. He was 

recalled to the Colours as a private on August 5, 1914 upon the outbreak of war. He 

passed from lance corporal to acting sergeant and sub-conductor, warrant officer 2nd 

class in the RAMC.  He resumed duty in the Reigate Borough Force on February 16 of 

this year (1919). He (the Mayor) had very much pleasure in presenting that Meritorious 

Service Medal to PC Parker. He had won it by faithful and diligent discharge of his 

duty, and they were convinced that while he remained in the police force he would 

continue to exercise those qualities, which gained for him that decoration. They were 

quite convinced that he had won the decoration well and earnestly, and they trusted 

with satisfaction to himself and his friends. He wished him long life and long service 

in the Borough Police Force and they hoped to see him obtain the award of diligent 

service as time went on (applause). 

 

The Mayor then pinned the medal on the tunic of the constable and shook hands with 

him. The constable acknowledged the bestowal of the decoration with a salute. 

 

  

 
269 Surrey Mirror 30 May 1919 from Henry Pelham 16 August 2019 
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Police Constable 26 Percy Punter  

Guildford Borough Police  

Squadron Sergeant Major 

Army Service Corps Remounts Section 

Meritorious Service Medal (22 February 1919) 

 Mentioned in Despatches (23 August 1919) 

 

 

 

Served with the Army Service Corps Remounts Section. His pension papers survive at 

The National Archives (and on Ancestry). His Army Number was R/4/072121 and he 

was also awarded the Meritorious Service Medal (22 February 1919), and Mentioned 

in Despatches (23 August 1919). Re-joined Guildford Borough Police 13 October 1919 

 

He attested at Guildford on 20 March 1915 giving his occupation as Police Constable 

aged 36 years 9 months. He was promoted Squadron Sergeant Major on 25 March 1915 

five days after re-call.  

 

He had previously served in the Royal Field Artillery (discharged time expired). He 

married (aged 27 and giving his occupation as a Police Constable) Elizabeth Annie 

Gardner (aged 22) on 6. December 1905 at St Paulôs Church in Dorking.270 

 

The chief constable reported that ex-PC Punter has been promoted to squadron sergeant 

major and been mentioned in despatches for valuable service rendered. 271 

 

 

 
270 Richard Callaghan BA (Hons) Curator Royal Military Police Museum 
271 Surrey Advertiser 1 May 1918 
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Surrey Advertiser 1 May 1918 ï Punterôs promotion 
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Police Constable 618 Edward Ernest Rose  

1885-1963 

Surrey Constabulary  

Grenadier Guards  

 

Rose Edward Ernest PC168, age 24 in May 1909 joined Surrey Constabulary 1 

September 1909. Grenadier Guards No 33391 on 22 April 1918 age 32 years 11 months 

when stationed at Headquarters Guildford. Re-joined Surrey Constabulary July 9, 1919 

 

Army Recruitment papers: Edward E Rose joined the Grenadier Guards 22 April 1918.  

He was 6ft 1inch, 170 pounds, chest expansion 4.5, chest size 39.5.  He was 32 years 

11 months old, and his army no is 33391. 

 

Edward Ernest Rose was born in Ockley, Dorking, Surrey 1885 and died in Surrey 1963 

aged 77. He married in 1923 to Florence May Delphia Edwards, marriage took place in 

North Holmwood, Surrey.   Marriage record shows he was a Police Constable.  

Florenceôs father is shown as a Police Constable ï deceased.  Edward E Rose was 38 

years old when he married. 

 

Edward Rose died in 1963, service took place in St Mark, Peaslake.  He lived in 

Peaslake.  He was 77 years old 

 

1923 Electoral Roll shows Edward Rose living in Eastwood Road, Shalford, Guildford, 

Surrey. 

 

1939 Register shows Edward E Rose living in ï The Mount, Hoe Lane, Peaslake, 

Guildford, Surrey.  Occupation shown as a Police Constable.  The record also shows 

Florence M as also living there. 

 

 

1916 November 15 Surrey Advertiser: PC Edward Ernest Rose Surrey 

Constabulary. Combing out constables ï test case at Chobham: The feeling that 

young unmarried police constables ought not to be liberated for service in the Army 

found expression at Chobham on Saturday, when the Military Representative (Mr R 

Manning Driver) applied to the Chertsey Rural District Tribunal for the cancellation of 

the exemption certificate of PC EE Rose (30) single, of Broomhall on the ground it was 

no longer in the national interest that he should remain in his present situation. 

 

Together with a large number of members of the Surrey Constabulary of military age 

whose cases were dealt with by different tribunals in the county, Rose received 

conditional exemption last spring in pursuance of a certificate issued by Captain Sant, 

Chief Constable, under the agreement entered into between the War Office and the 

Home Office. 
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Superintendent Mears of Chertsey attended before the tribunal accompanied by PC 

Rose, a tall well-built young officer, apparently in first class physical condition. In reply 

to the Military Representative application the Superintendent produced Captain Santôs 

certificate that members of the Surrey Constabulary had reached the point beyond 

which they must not be further depleted. 

 

The Chairman Mr SWG Tringham asked if the embargo on police constables had yet 

been removed ï the Military Representative: ñI have not heardò. The Chairman, ñWe 

had better make this a test case and see what happens.ò  

 

Superintendent Mears, ñIt is evident the existing arrangement has not been altered or 

the Chief Constable would not have instructed me to present that certificate.ò  The 

Chairman. ñif that is our decision wonôt affect the position. (sic) This is an appeal by 

the Military Representative and it is not competent for us to settle whether or not a 

certain number of the police are required.ò 

 

The Military Representative, ñIn view of the fact that this constable is a single man of 

30, I should like to make this a test case.ò The chairman to Superintendent Mears, ñIf 

we cancel the certificate, I suppose you will take the case to the Appeal Tribunal.ò  

Superintendent Mears, ñI will at once report the matter to the Chief Constable. The 

Tribunal then unanimously decided to withdraw PC Roseôs Certificate. 272 

 

Surrey Military Tribunals ï 1915-1918 record.  The Tribunal took place in Guildford, 

and titled ñSurrey Appeal Tribunalò, Guildhall, Guildford, in Chertsey.  The hearing 

took place 25 November 1916, the person appealing was the Chief Constable of Surrey, 

Thomas Mears.  The nature of the appeal was that he was indispensable.  The outcome 

of the tribunal was permitted. (It is likely that he was enlisted but along with other 

officers was allowed to remain with the Surrey Constabulary until called, which he was 

with colleagues in 1918 when manpower was short. This seems to have been a 

compromise. The men were enlisted and the Chief Constable retained their services 

until called.) 

 

  

 
272 1916 November 15 Surrey Advertiser from Henry Pelham October 2020 
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Superintendent Thomas Runnegar MM 

1893-1938  

Military Mounted Police  

Surrey Constabulary  

 

 
Thomas Runnegar Military Medal First World War, later Superintendent 

Surrey Constabulary, died 1938 

 

Robert Bartlett with additional research by Barrie Friend of Brockham ï 

battlefield tour guide - Jean and Henry Pelham, with assistance enhancing 

photograph of Superintendent Runnegar supplied by Dave Peet, Peter May. 

Supported by Richard Callaghan, curator of the Royal Military Police Museum. 

 

Introduction  

 

Thomas joined the Surrey Constabulary before the First World War and was called to 

serve in the Military Police during which he was awarded the Military Medal. Details 
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of the action that resulted in his high award have not been traced even with the support 

of the Royal Military Police Museum. He returned to the Surrey Constabulary after the 

war and rose through the ranks to be superintendent at Farnham where in 1938 he died 

when serving. 

 

Thomas was born in Shepperton close to the north side of the Thames, on 20th 

September 1893.He joined the Surrey Constabulary on 17 November 1913 aged 27 

and on 28 June 1915 whilst stationed at Caterham he joined the Military Mounted 

Police as a lance corporal. He served in France from 22 September 1915 re-joining 

the Surrey Constabulary 10 June 1919.  

 

Winifred Trivett and Thomas married on the 7 February 1920 when he was 27 years 

old and Winifred 26 years of age. Thomas and Winifred had 6 children, one of their 

sons James John was killed in 1939 aged 18, he was in the RAF but serving on-board 

HMS Courageous when sunk by a U Boat. 

 

Thomas Runnegar died on the 1st April 1938 age 45 whilst serving as the 

superintendent of Farnham Division. 

 

1901 Census 

 

Thomas was living with his parents and grandfather during 1901 Census aged 7, at 

Vicarage Walk, Walton on Thames 

 

James Runnegar ï grandfather ï 77 years old 

Rebecca Runnegar ï daughter ï 48 years old 

Thomas Henry Runnegar - father ï 38 years old 

Emily Runnegar ï mother ï 31 years old nee Hone 

THOMAS JAMES RUNNEGAR ï 7 years old 

Doris Runnegar ï daughter ï 1 year old  
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Census 1911 Walton on Thames 

 

 
 

Thomas Henry Runnegar ï Father ï 48 years old 

Emily Runnegar ï Mother ï 41 years old 

THOMAS JAMES RUNNEGAR ï 17 years old 

Doris Runnegar ï 11 years old 
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Rebecca Runnegar is still living with them now 60 years old.  From a family tree 

online Rebecca lived till she was 90 years old. From various online electoral rolls 

Thomas and his wife Winifred lived most of their lives in Farnham, Weybridge, 

Woking and Dorking. 

 

Sources for information: Ancestry UK and a Private Family tree online. 

 

Runnegar Thomas 

James PC279 

Military Medal 

based at Caterham 

1915 27 in 

November 1912 

joined 17 

November 1913273 

Military Mounted 

Police P1835 Lance 

Corporal 

 

28 June 1915 

re-joined 

Surrey 

Constabulary 

10 June 1919

 

1915 Group photo Sept 

1915. First served 

abroad in France 

22.9.1915 

Died 1 April 1938 

No mention in police 

records of gallantry 

award 

 

 
Military Medal  

 

 
273 From ñIn Blue Sergeò v9 Robert Bartlett www.surrey-constabualry.com history 
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Thomas James Runnegar born December 1893 Shepperton then in Middlesex 

 

Military Mounted Police  

Victory medal, British War Medal; Theatre of War 1= Western Europe from 

11/10/15 to 11/11/18 

 

 
 

Entitlement to 1914/1915 Star; transferred to Class Z - subject to recall if 

Germany renegaded on Armistice agreement 
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Military Medal listed in London Gazette; citations are like hensô teeth  

 

First Name: T 

Surname: Runnegar 

Resided Town: Walton-On-Thames 

Rank: Lance Corporal 

Service Number: P/1835 

Gazette Issue 30873. M.M. His Majesty the KING has been graciously pleased to 

approve of the award of the Military Medal for bravery in the field to the mentioned 

Non-commissioned Officer and Men. 

Gazette Date: 26/08/1918 Gazette Page: 10133 

 

Surrey Advertiser 7 September 1918: Lance Corporal T Runnegar Walton, of the 

MMP has been awarded the Military Medal. 

 

From Richard Callaghan Curator RMP Museum: I have checked the earliest Corps 

Order Book we have after the award, but there is no mention of the MM ï sadly we do 

not have the complete run of COBs though we are transcribing those we have and of 

course will let you know if Runnegar appears. The COBs cover the day to day running 

of the CMP Depot at Aldershot, and as such cover postings, moves, awards, hospital 

furloughs etc. 

  

From a personal point of view, the lost COBs covering the end of 1914 to mid 1916 are 

the most grievous loss, as they cover the period when the majority of civilian policemen 

transferred into the Corps. It is a great shame that there seems to be little surviving to 

identify which units civilian policemen served with during the war.  
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Medal Index Card, not uncommon to see MM not listed 

 

 

Married February 1920 

 

 
A police constable living in Chertsey  

 

Marriage:  It has not been possible to obtain a better version of the copy of the marriage 

certificate, but Jean Pelham has transcribed the document which reveals the following 

detail: The marriage took place on the 7 February 1920 in the parish church of 

Weybridge between Thomas James Runnegar and Winifred Trivett. He was a 27-year-

old bachelor police constable and she a 26-year-old unmarried spinster.  Winifred 

married from Wychwood, Grenville Road, Weybridge the home of her father John 

George Trivett a railway inspector.  Thomas was living at 42, Fordwater Road, Chertsey 

but by the time of the wedding his father Thomas Henry Runnegar had died. His 

occupation has been surgical instrument maker.  Witnesses were WR Lane, WE 

Collins, D Runnegar E Butler. 

 

West Sussex Gazette 10 October 1929: Segt. W. Aniss has retired after 30 yearsô 

service with the Surrey Constabulary and is succeeded at Farnham by Segt. Runnegar, 

Dorking. 
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Surrey Advertiser 14 December 1929: The annual dinner of the Farnham Division of 

the Surrey Constabulary was held at Farnham on Monday when Captain Sant, Chief 

Constable of Surrey presided, and the guests included Mr Cecil Whiteley KC chairman 

of Surrey Quarter Sessions, EH Tugwell and Mr WE Lee, the heads of the Surrey 

Special Constabulary, MR RW Mason magistrates clerk and Mr J Lamport, assistant 

clerk.   

 

Immediately after dinner Captain Sant made the presentation of a silver cigarette case 

to Mr William Cooper, assistant veterinary surgeon of Farnham, in recognition of the 

assistance he gave to the police in November when he gave valuable aid to Police 

Sergeant Runnegar and PC Bell who were being assaulted by a number of soldiers. The 

law he said, required that civilians should go to the assistance of the police when called 

upon to do so. He was afraid there were too many instances when such assistance was 

not given, but they had that night a happy instance of co-operation.  

 

Captain Sant cordially shook hands with Mr Cooper after making the presentation. Mr 

Cooper in reply said he only did his duty as a citizen. 

 

Inspector Stovell of Camberley proposed the toast of ñChief Constableò and paying 

tribute to the fact that Captain Sant had endeared himself to the force by the sympathetic 

attitude he adopted to all their needs, said when the time came for the chief to leave 

them his place would be hard to fill. He had been a father to the force, and a true 

gentleman. (Applause) 

 

Surrey Advertiser 15 August 1931: Dead in a gas filled Scullery: Neighbourôs 

discovery:  James Rawlings (60) Cross Road, Badshot Lea, Farnham was found dead 

in a gas filled scullery at his house on Monday evening. He was a widower and lived 

alone. About seven oôclock Mr Leighton Warner a neighbour looked through a window 

and saw Rawlings sitting in a chair. He became suspicious and as the house was locked 

up, he communicated by telephone with the police. 

 

Police Sergeant Runnegar and PC Hood went to the house and on entering found that 

Rawlings was dead. He was near the gas oven, which was switched on, but the supply 

of gas from the slot meter had become exhausted. 

 

West Sussex Gazette 15 October 1931: Farnham: Police Sergeant Runnegar has been 

promoted inspector 

 

Sheffield Daily Telegraph 1 January 1932: Christmas Eve Fracas: Sheffield men 

Involved in Weybridge Struggle: After having been sent into the Weybridge, Surrey 

district on unemployment relief work, three Sheffield men appeared at Chertsey Police 

Court yesterday. They were William Henry Thompson, who was fined £2 for being 

drunk and disorderly and assaulting Police Inspector Runnegar, and William A. Walker 

and Edwin Waller who were each fined 19s 6d for obstructing the police.  
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The Inspector said when he attempted to arrest Thompson the latter struck him, and 

while he was on the ground, he was kicked by four or five other men. Witness regained 

his feet and as he was taking Thompson to the police station he was set on by a number 

of other men. The police had to fight their way for a mile until they reached the police 

station. The chairman remarked that these menôs ideas of keeping Christmas Eve were 

different from those of other people. 

 

Surrey Advertiser 4 June 1932: Camp Dweller Courts Publicity: At Chertsey petty 

Sessions on Wednesday Arthur Halls (48) described as a dealer, living in a camp near 

the Weybridge Rowing Club premise, was caused with causing a crowd of persons to 

collect there by creating an obstruction in Springfield Lane, Weybridge. Defendant 

pleaded guilty. 

 

Inspector Runnegar said at 1030 that morning he was called to Monument Hill where 

the defendant was standing on a seat addressing a crowd of 200 unemployed. Defendant 

refused to move when requested. Defendant said he broke the law to get some attention. 

When he went to the Surrey County Council offices the previous afternoon, he found 

in the educational department a notice stating they were running a sweepstake. They 

were using the ratepayerôs paper and he objected to it. Defendant went on to state that 

he was entitled to a grant for his boyôs education, but they had cut down his grant by 

50 per cent. 

 

On being told by the Chairman Mr H Weller, that that was nothing to do with the case, 

defendant said if he had to make further trouble he would do so at the slightest 

opportunity. 

 

Halls was fined 9s.  

 

Surrey Advertiser 4 June 1932: 1,000 Mile Motor Race Tragedy: Car leaps 

parapet and crashes in road: Yesterdayôs Fatal Accident at Brooklands: Shortly 

after the commencement of the 1,000 mile Junior Car Clubôs race at Brooklands 

yesterday (Friday) one of the competing cars left the track, leapt the parapet and crashed 

into the road below. The driver, Mr Harry Leeson, of Eastbourne was killed 

immediately. The Weybridge ambulance, together with Dr E Gardner and Inspector T 

Runnegar was on the spot in 30 seconds, a tribute to the smartness of the organisation. 

The body was extricated from the wreckage and taken to the mortuary.  

 

Surrey Advertiser 23 September 1933: Flying Officerôs Death: Witness Theory Of 

Error Of Judgement: The inquests at Brooklands were conducted by Mr G Wills 

Taylor (West Surrey Coroner) at the Parish Room Weybridge and in each instance a 

verdict of Death by Misadventureò was returned by the jury. The report contains details 

of evidence from the RAF on the approach and landing of an aircraft when an error was 

made over braking. The cause of death was asphyxia caused by compression of the 
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chest. Inspector Runnegar who went under the machine and saw Flying Officer Few in 

the cockpit said the pilot was dead at that time.  

 

The Coroner paid tribute to the work of Inspector Runnegar and the police in 

endeavouring to extricate Flying Officer Few. Great credit he said was due to them. 

 

Attacks on three women 

 

The attacks on three women on Frensham open spaces was to be the most significant 

case involving Runnegar so far traced. From press reports it seems to have been an 

enormous case with widespread open country searches similar to that undertaken when 

Agatha Christie was thought to be missing from Newlands Corner. These attacks did 

not result in the death of the young ladies but their attacker was to go on to be killed 

and was arrested as is so often the case by officers on patrol.  

 

1935 July 5 The Times: Attacks on Women: No Trace of ñMan with Glaring 

Eyesò: Farnham Surry July 4: There was some excitement today when a report 

reached the police searching for the man who attacked three young women near 

Frensham Common on Tuesday that a man answering the official description had been 

seen at Moor Park on the Farnham Guildford road. 

 

Immediately every available officer was sent to the neighbourhood, and a systematic 

search of the ground was begun. An aeroplane circled area, which though thickly 

wooded, has a good deal of undulating and in certain parts marshy ground virtually 

treeless. For several hours the searchers concentrated on the locality, plain clothes and 

unformed police patrolling in motor cars, on motorcycles and on foot, but no trace of 

the man was found. 

 

Whilst the police are inclined to believe that the fugitive is in hiding in the 

neighbourhood, inquiries are being conducted over a very wide area, and the Aldershot 

force is cooperating in this connection. 

 

The three victims of the manôs attacks on Tuesday, Miss Phyllis Cottell, Miss Letitia 

Dickson, and Miss Clarice Ainslie are all badly injured and seriously affected by the 

shock of their experience. Miss Cottell is the daughter of the late Colonel R.C. Cottell 

and Mrs Cottell of Cresswell Gardens, South Kensington and she and her mother had 

intended to stay in this district for the summer. Miss Dickson is the daughter of a doctor 

in the north of England Miss Ainslieôs home is The Chase, Churt.  

 

Maniacal Frenzy: To remove misunderstanding it should be stated that the man being 

searched for who is described as having ñlarge glaring eyesò, is regarded as a maniac 

whose sole purpose is to belabour his victims into a state of terror and helplessness. His 

attacks have been characterised by the utmost violence, but he does not appear to carry 

any weapons, and having exhausted his frenzy leaves his victims helpless. The police 
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are determined to keep up the pressure they are now exerting until he is rounded up and 

placed under restraint. 

 

 The police are anxious that the members of the public should help in their task and be 

reminded of the manôs description, which is as follows: 

 

Aged about 30, 5ft 10in in height; stoutly built with long nose, full face, glaring 

eyes, and dark brown hair, brushed well backô He was dressed in a brown check 

sports coat, dirty grey flannel trousers and brown shoes but had no hat. He is 

believed to possess a bicycle.  

 

The man who went to a West London police station on Wednesday night was seen by 

two Farnham police officers, but they found he could not help them in their inquiries 

and returned to their headquarters. 

 

Nottingham Evening Post - Friday 5 July 1935: New Turn in Hunt For Maniac 

Inquiries At Aldershot Victim Able To Make A Statement New Description Of 

Wanted Man Police Ready If He Strikes Again  

 

Miss Cottell, one the three victims of the " man with the glaring eyesò for whom the 

Surrey police have searched ceaselessly for four days, was able to make a statement to 

the police to-day. She remembers the full circumstances of the attack upon her, and as 

result the police have issued new description of the wanted man. His age is as between 

27 and 35. He is 5ft. l0in. or 11inches in height, very heavily built, but not corpulent, 

with large white face and a very heavy chin. He has an egg-shaped face, thick fingers, 

and dark glaring eyes, and was dressed in suit dark clerical grey flannel. The police to-

day followed two definite lines inquiry.  

 

Detectives visited military establishment Aldershot, where they saw six soldiers who 

they thought might be able to help them. Following the example set by Supt. T. J. 

Runnegar, many of the policemen taking part the search have gone without sleep for 

hours, as they wish to make full use of any possible clues while they are still fresh.  

 

MOORPARK COMBED. Supt. Runnegar, who left his family on holiday in Scotland 

to return to duty, did not go to bed last night. At intervals he visited his men, who were 

combing out Moorpark, where a man resembling the wanted man had been seen. For 

three days and three nights Surrey County Police, assisted by reinforcements from 

Hampshire and Berkshire, and at intervals by troops from Aldershot and Thursley, have 

continued the search. The wanted man is supposed to have been seen in places as far 

apart as Portsmouth and Dumfriesshire (Scotland). The Dumfries police stopped a 

motor lorry early to-day and questioned a man who had begged a lift from the driver at 

Darlington. Hundreds of clues have been followed up by detectives, and ten men have 

been taken to different police stations and questioned, then released after satisfying the 

police that they could not have been near Frensham Common on Tuesday night.  
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ANOTHER ATTACK POSSIBLE. The possibility that the man may make a further 

attack is being seriously considered again," Superintendent Runnegar told a Post 

reporter to-day ð ñif he is inside the county of Surrey, we will be ready for him.ò 

 

1935 July 6 The Times: Attacks on Women in Surrey: New Description of 

Assailant: Farnham July 5: In spite of a night and day search since Tuesday by 

hundreds of police officers, assisted by soldiers and civilians, there is no definite clue 

to the identity of the man who so brutally assaulted three women near Frensham 

Common that they are still suffering from injuries and shock.  

 

That the man is a dangerous maniac at times, whilst at others he is perfectly normal, is 

the theory of the police, but whether he is a resident of the district, a visitor from 

London, or a soldier who suffers from periodic brainstorms, they have no idea. 

 

Several new details were supplied today by Superintendent Runnegar after he had 

visited Miss Cottell, one of the injured women. From her recollection the following 

description has been issued: 

 

Height 5ft 10in to 5ft 11in; age 27 to 35; heavy build; though not corpulent; 

large, white face, egg shaped, clean shaven; red podgy hands with thick fingers; 

large brown glaring eyes; dark hair, well brushed back; dressed in dark gey 

trousers and a double-breasted jacket. 

 

Special significance is attached by the police to a further statement of one of the women 

that when he attacked her, he struck the attitude of a boxer and aimed at her face with 

his clenched fist, as he would do in a boxing ring., for every case of similar attacks 

within the past few months the assailant has used his fist, though in one instance he had 

a flint in his hand. 

 

Every possible line of inquiry has been followed by police, and today they sent officers 

to the East End of London, to barracks at Aldershot, and also to the Aldershot 

Employment Exchange. The view that the man is in hiding in the neighbourhood has 

now been virtually discarded, for Alsatian dogs as well as bloodhounds have traversed 

every part of the district without any trace of his presence being discovered. 

 

Major Nicholson Chief Constable of Surrey appealed today for help of the public in 

bringing the man to justice. He believes that the man is abnormal at intervals, and that 

he may have been able to hide his violent tendencies from his friends but emphasises 

that it is essential he should be caught before he can do further harm.274 

 

 
274 The Times 6 July 1935 
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1935 July 8 The Times: Attacks on Women in Surrey: Suggested Epileptic 

Assailant: Farnham July 7: Scores of police officers were engaged today either in 

keeping observation or making enquiries in connection with the search for the man who 

last Tuesday attacked and seriously injured three young women near Frensham 

Common. 

 

Major Nicholson, Chief Constable of Surrey, believes the man responsible for the 

attacks can be traced only with the help of the public, and hopes that any discovery 

made accidentally by picnickers will be communicated to the police without delay. The 

locality attracts large numbers of people during weekends, and it is recognised that they 

are likely to come across some clues which might lead to the man being traced as if 

they were taking part in the official search. 

 

Several suspects are being kept under observation. The police are also trying to get in 

touch with a former non-commissioned officer, attached to a medical unit at Aldershot, 

who disappeared about a month ago. Major Nicholson in discussing the case, put 

forward the theory that although man for whom they are searching may be a sufferer 

from a violent form of epilepsy, and know nothing of his conduct after his paroxysms 

are past, it is possible he is a well-educated, respectable man, who discusses the recent 

attacks with neighbours. 

 

Miss Cottell and Miss Dickson are recovering from their injuries, but Miss Ainslie of 

The Chase, Churt, the third victim is still having special attention. A resident in the 

district whose name is not disclosed, has today offered a reward of £100 for information 

leading to the arrest and conviction of the man who attacked them.275 

 

1935 July 10 The Times: Condition of Attacked Women: While two of the women 

who were attacked near Frensham Common, Surrey a week ago were stated yesterday 

to be making satisfactory progress, the condition of the third Miss Ainslie, of The 

Chase, Churt was reported as causing anxiety. She is suffering from severe shock as 

well as injuries to her head and neck. Yesterday was the eighth day of the search for 

the man who attacked the women. 

 

A retired army officer living at Heath End on the road from Frensham to Aldershot 

where a number of women were attacked last January, telephoned the Farnham police 

last night to report that he had found some bicycle tracks among some rhododendrons 

in the vicinity of his house. Two police officers who were despatched to the spot 

discovered a stick about 4ft long which bore marks which looked like bloodstains. 

Undergrowth nearby was beaten down as though someone had been sleeping there. The 

police, it was stated, attach considerable importance to the discovery.  

 

 
275 The Times July 8 1935 
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1935 July 16 The Times: The Attacks on Surrey Women: Assailant Still at Large: 

A man, believed to bear some resemblance to the man for whom police throughout the 

country have been searching for the last fortnight in the hope he might be able to help 

in the investigation of the attacks on three young women near Farnham, Surrey, took 

part in an identification parade yesterday at a North London police station, but it was 

stated later that the Farnham police were satisfied that the man knew nothing about the 

attacks on three women on Frensham Common. 

 

Other identification parades will be held at Farnham as soon as the victims of the man, 

described as having ñglaring eyesò are fit to attend. Miss Clarice Ainslie, the most 

seriously injured of the three women, was stated yesterday to be making progress.  

 

Inquiries in connection with the case are still being vigorously pursued, important 

information having been obtained in Weymouth, where a man whose name is known 

to the police was reported to have been seen during the weekend. 276 

 

1935 July 17 The Times: Attacks on Women in Surrey: Protest Against London 

Identification Parade: A protest against having been put into an identification parade 

in order to be seen by women who had been attacked by a man, also suspected of similar 

attacks on three other women near Farnham was made by Nathaniel Myers Soloman, 

23, who was charged at Waltham Abbey yesterday with being a suspected person. 

 

He stated he had been told at the police station on the previous day that there was a 

reward of £100 for information which would lead to the conviction of the man who was 

wanted in connection with assaults on girls at Farnham, and alleged he was told to admit 

the charge. His reply had been that they were a load of liars, but he had been put into 

an identification parade without a magistrate being present. 

 

Inspector Bishop said that Soloman had been put up for identification in connection 

with the alleged assaults, but he was not identified, and there was no charge against him 

on that. 

 

Soloman was then remanded for a week, bail being refused, and it was stated that further 

charges would be preferred against him respecting the motor car in which he was 

found.277 

  

Runnegarôs great worry 

 

Runnegarôs great worry was the man would attack again. He did. This time with fatal 

consequences. The attacks were to be detected after another series of attacks on lone 

women.  The attacker was a soldier and was arrested for a series of serious offences. 

 
276 The Times July 16, 1935 
277 The Times July 17, 1935 
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1935 August 9: Girl cyclists attacked: Hampshire and Surrey police combined 

yesterday in a wide search following reports that four girl cyclists had been attacked 

within a comparatively small radius. In each case the motorist was said to have knocked 

the girl from her machine. A man in a car stolen from Aldershot made the first three 

attacks. Later in this day the car was found abandoned on Ash Ranges. A further car 

was stolen. The first three attacks were made at Dogmersfield, Farnham; at 

Stratfieldsaye, and at Winchfield near Fleet. The fourth was reported from near 

Woking. The woman attacked at Stratfieldsaye said the driver stopped after colliding 

with her cycle. He asked if she was hurt and when she bent to look at the damage, he 

struck her in the face several times and drove away. At Dogmersfield the car stopped 

and reversed and collided with the girl and the driver attempted to push her in the car, 

but she struggled and made off. The Winchfield girl received a fractured leg and other 

injuries when the man drove straight at her. The Woking girl was knocked from her 

bike and an hour later a man was arrested for attacking her.278 

 

1935 August 31: Accused of Murder: Man, in car alleged to have run down cyclists. 

Evidence by Women:  Arthur Mortimer a Lance Corporal in the 1st Battalion Welch 

Regiment appeared on remand at Aldershot magistrates Court charged with stealing 

cars, murder and grievous bodily harm on three women. It was alleged that he drove 

the stolen cars at women knocking them over. Police had arrested Mortimer after a 

chase when the stolen car was stopped, and Mortimer arrested in Guildford. The 

handbag of one of the victims was in the car as the key from a stolen car used in earlier 

offences and abandoned in Ash. A victim picked out Mortimer as her assailant. In 

evidence Detective Sergeant E H Stone of Guildford Borough Police described the 

police pursuit of the other car. The driver of the police car attempted to block the road 

but Mortimer mounted the pavement and made off. A little further on a foot patrol 

officer jumped in front of the car and shouted for the driver to stop but he did not, 

forcing the officer to jump out of the way. The car entered the Guildford byïpass being 

driven fast and recklessly with the police speedometer registering 65mph. On 

encountering traffic, the driver mounted the pavement but collided with a car and came 

to a halt. Mortimer was remanded in custody for trial. The Surrey Advertiser of August 

1935 add that DS Stone and PC Rook were patrolling the Bagshot/Worplesdon Road 

area of Guildford when they spotted the stolen car and swung the police car across the 

road to stop it but it mounted the pavement and passed them. At the foot of Woodbridge 

Hill,  a PC on foot signalled the stolen car to stop then had to jump for his life. At 

Woodbridge three PCs formed a line across the road and in turn had to jump for their 

lives. The police car was now close behind the stolen car, which was travelling along 

the by-pass at high speed. They drew abreast of the stolen car to try to stop it but it 

again escaped by mounting the grass verge. A chase through the town followed and in 

 
278 1935 9 August: The Scotsman 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com                16 July 2022 

 

 229 

the High Street it collided with a parked car and the driver arrested. A purse belonging 

to one of the victims was found in the car.279 

 

1935 August 10: Robbery with violence: Chase in police car: At Woking police court 

yesterday Arthur Mortimer of Aldershot was charged with robbing with personal 

violence Lillian Harwood and stealing from her a handbag, cash and other articles. 

Detective Sergeant Harold Stone of the Guildford Borough Police told how police in a 

car chased Mortimer before he was arrested. Shortly before 4 oôclock on Thursday said 

the officer, he and another officer were proceeding along Worplesdon Road, Guildford 

in the direction of Worplesdon when they saw a motorcar, which had been reported to 

the police as stolen, being driven towards them by Mortimer. They swerved to the 

offside in an attempt to stop him, but he mounted the footpath and got clear. ñWe turned 

around and pursued him in the direction of Guildford. He drove straight through the 

town with a total disregard for other traffic, at a very dangerous speed. A police officer 

in uniform at the junction of the by-pass road and Woodbridge Road ran into the road 

and signalled him to stop. The man drove straight at him and he had to jump out of the 

way. By this time, we were about ten yards away. Three police officers signalled him 

to stop but he drove straight at them and went on. The road bends and gets narrow at 

this point and the three officers had to jump out of the way and he got through. He 

drove on in a reckless way along the by-pass road, round into Stoke Road taking the 

traffic island on the offside of the road and nearly turning over. ñThe chase continued 

right along the Stoke Road into Guildford High Street. He took the turn into the High 

Street on the offside, against the traffic signals, which were showing red and continued 

down the High Street to Market Street where a traffic jam stopped him. He swerved to 

the offside and looked as if he was going to mount the pavement but crashed into the 

rear of a stationary car. I jumped out of the police car and secured him and took him to 

Guildford Borough Police station where he was detained.ò In the vehicle was found a 

ladyôs handbag, some cash and a car ignition key. When told that a young woman had 

been knocked from her bicycle in Worplesdon just before the police first sighted him 

and the car failed to stop, Mortimer said, ñWell, I do not know what I am doing. I saw 

the handbag and the bicycle in the road and the girl lying in the ditch. I took the handbag 

and was going up to the girl when I thought I might get the blame, so I drove on. 

Remanded until Friday August 16.280 

 

1935 September 7 The Times: Soldier sent for Trial: Alleged attacks on women: 

Arthur Charles Mortimer a soldier serving with the 1st Battalion Welch Regiment, was 

committed for trial at Aldershot yesterday charged with the murder of Phyllis Mary 

Doreen Oakes.  He was also committed on three charges of causing grievous bodily 

harm to three other women, robbing and using personal violence in the case of another 

woman and stealing two motor cars. November 23, 1935: Reports of the trial for murder 

at Winchester Assizes when the 27-year-old lance-corporal pleaded not guilty. 

 
279 1935 August 31 The Times 
280 The Times (London, England), Saturday, Aug 10, 1935 
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Evidence of considerable violence to a number of women was given having sighted 

them he hunted them down and deliberately ran over them.  November 27 again The 

Times reported on the trial where consideration was given by a number of medical men 

about his mental condition, ñthis unfortunate man with a disease-permeated brainò. On 

the following day Mortimer was found guilty of murder and sentenced to death. On 

December 6th Mortimer gave notice of appeal which was heard on the 13th and reported 

on the 14 January when the appeal was dismissed. However, on January 23, 1936 

Mortimer the Home Secretary under the provisions of section 2 of the Criminal 

Lunatics Act 1884 caused a medical inquiry to be held into the prisonerôs state of mind 

and as a result his death sentence was respited to one of penal servitude for life. The 

prisoner will be removed to a convict prison where he will be kept under medical 

supervision. 

 

And so, these terrible series of offences against young women were brought to a close 

by the arrest and conviction of this 27-year-old soldier. Runnegar played a pivotal role 

in the early investigation but the arrest was made following brave police work by those 

on patrol. During Runnegarôs phase of the enquiry it is interesting to discover that 

Alsatian dogs and Bloodhounds were used to assist the open country searches with an 

aircraft reported as taking part covering these large open spaces.  

 

 
Surrey Constabulary Farnham 1934 Superintendent Runnegar 

 

1938 April 2: Portsmouth Evening News: POLICE CHIEF'S DEATH : 

Superintendent Thomas James Runnegar, of the Farnham Police, died at his home in 

Tilford Road, Farnham, Surrey, yesterday, aged 45. 

 

1938 April 2: Daily Mirror ï Saturday: Superintendent Thomas Runnegar of Surrey 

police who died, aged forty-five, at Farnham yesterday, hastened his end by the zeal 

with which he investigated the case of the " Man With the glaring eyes" three years 
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ago. when a mystery man brutally attacked three women near Frensham Common.  

Superintendent Runnegar returned from holiday to take charge of investigations, telling 

the Daily Miner it is the last thing I do. I will have this rat with the glaring eyes caught." 

While the case lasted, he slept three hours a night. Runnegar traced Arthur Charles 

Mortimer twenty-seven, who was later convicted at Winchester of murder and found to 

be the Man with the Glaring Eves 

 

1938 April 6: Lancashire Evening Post: Nearly 350 uniformed regular and special 

police were among the 1.000 people who attended the funeral at Farnham. Surrey, of 

Supt. Thomas Runnegar, of the Surrey Constabulary. 

 
Superintendent Runnegarôs Funeral April  1938 Farnham 

Civic Funeral Procession outside Police Station 

 
Supt Runnegar's grave in the first portion of Farnham cemetery consecrated at 

the end of 1936 
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Peter May was able to use computer magic to enhance the photograph 

 
 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com                16 July 2022 

 

 233 

 

Son James killed in action World War Two 17 September 1939 as the 

war began; listed on RAF Runnymede Memorial 

 

 
 

Courageous served with the Home Fleet at the start of World War II with 811 and 822 

Squadrons aboard, each squadron equipped with a dozen Fairey Swordfish.[39] In the 

early days of the war, hunter-killer groups were formed around the fleet's aircraft 

carriers to find and destroy U-boats. On 31 August 1939 she went to her war station at 

Portland and embarked the two squadrons of Swordfish. Courageous departed 

Plymouth on the evening of 3 September 1939 for an anti-submarine patrol in 

the Western Approaches, escorted by four destroyers. On the evening of 17 September 

1939, she was on one such patrol off the coast of Ireland. Two of her four escorting 

destroyers had been sent to help a merchant ship under attack and all her aircraft had 

returned from patrols. During this time, Courageous was stalked for over two hours 

by U-29, commanded by Captain-Lieutenant Otto Schuhart. The carrier then turned 

into the wind to launch her aircraft. This put the ship right across the bow of the 

submarine, which fired three torpedoes. Two of the torpedoes struck the ship on her port 

side before any aircraft took off, knocking out all electrical power, and she capsized and 

sank in 20 minutes with the loss of 519 of her crew, including her captain.[40] The 

survivors were rescued by the Dutch ocean liner Veendam and the British 

freighter Collingworth. The two escorting destroyers counterattacked U-29 for four 

hours, but the submarine escaped.  

James John Runnegar 

RAF (548693). British 

Born   1921 

  

Died   17 Sep 1939 (18) 
 

 
 

Ship Type Rank / role Attacked on Boat 

 

HMS Courageous 

(50) 

Aircraft 

carrier 

Aircraftman 2nd 

Class 

17 Sep 1939 (+) U-

29 (1) 
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Personal information 

Son of Thomas James and Winifred Runnegar, of Farnham, Surrey. 

Sources 

1. http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2940722/ 
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Police Constable Leonard J. Saltmarsh 

Surrey Constabulary 

Second World War  

Distinguished Flying Cross and Bar 

RAF Squadron Leader  

7 Squadron Pathfinder 

 

Leonard Saltmarsh served before and after the war in the Surrey Constabulary. In 

December 1942 he trained in a Tiger Moth and went on to fly Wellingtons and 

Lancasters with 7 Squadron, Pathfinders. He was awarded the DFC for actions on the 

26th of August 1944 in a raid over Kiel. He flew 99 Operational sorties. 

 

D.F.C. London Gazette 3 October 1944. The original recommendation states: óFlying 

Officer L. J. Saltmarsh has so far completed 17 successful sorties as Pilot and Captain 

of Lancaster aircraft, and has been most conspicuous at all times for his extremely high 

standard of courage and resoluteness. On two difficult occasions during daylight attacks 

on Vaires on 12 July 1944 and on Emieville on 18 August 1944, he observed a crippled 

bomber proceeding at a very reduced speed away from the target. On both occasions 

he dropped behind the main bomber stream in order to escort the damaged bomber 

safely back to England. On 15 August, during a daylight attack on the airfield at St. 

Trond, one of his engines became unserviceable on the way to the target and the 

propeller had to be feathered. But in spite of the fact that he was getting behind the 

mainstream, owing to his reduced speed, he pressed on and bombed the target, and 

secured an aiming point photograph. On the way back from the target another engine 

became unserviceable but did not deter Flying Officer Saltmarsh from proceeding to 

and bombing an alternative airfield target with a bomb that had failed to be released 

over the primary target, and once more he secured an aiming point photograph. He 

eventually arrived safely over base and made a perfect two-engine landing. It was not 

until after he had landed that he reported the fact that two engines had become 

unserviceable during the sortie. This very gallant pilot is strongly recommended for the 

award of the Distinguished Flying Cross.ô 

 

Bar to D.F.C. London Gazette 16 November 1945. The original recommendation states: 

 

óThis officer has completed 53 operational sorties, of which 28 have been carried out 

in the squadron, in the Path Finder Force, 18 of them as Captain of a Marker Crew. 

Flight Lieutenant Saltmarsh is an efficient and skilful pilot who has always shown a 

strong devotion to duty and a cheerful confidence, which has always inspired a high 

standard of morale in his crew. He has always displayed exceptional fearlessness in the 

face of danger, complete disregard for personal safety and has pressed home his attacks 

against the enemy with the utmost determination.ô 
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Leonard James Saltmarsh commenced pilot training at No. 31 E.F.T.S. at De Winton, 

Alberta in December 1942, and graduated from No. 34 E.F.S. at Medicine Hat in June 

1943. Back in the U.K., he attended No. 11 A.F.U. at Shawbury, prior to joining No. 

26 O.T.U. at Little Harwood in early January 1944, where he gained experience on 

Wellingtons, and then attended a conversion unit for Lancasters at Waterbeach, at 

which place he joined No. 514 Squadron that June. 

 

Thus ensued his first tour of operations, commencing with a strike against LôHey on 

the 23 June and ending with another against Emmerich on 7 October, the intervening 

period witnessing him attack numerous French targets in support of the Allied invasion, 

but also a number of heavily defended German targets, including Bremen, Dortmund, 

Saarbrucken, Stettin and Stuttgart. And as confirmed by the recommendation for his 

D.F.C. after 17 sorties, several of these trips were not without incident, his flying 

logbook further stating that his Lancaster received flak damage during strikes against 

enemy panzers and transport at Villiers Bocage on 30 June and against a supply depot 

at Beauvoir on 2 July. Similarly, too, during a visit to Bremen on the night of 18-19 

August. 

 

In October 1944, Saltmarsh attended the Pathfinder Forceôs training centre at Warboys, 

as a result of which he was transferred to No. 7 (P.F.F.) Squadron at Oakington in the 

following month, flying his first such sortie on the night of the 11th-12th, against 

Dortmund. A daylight strike against enemy communications at Julich, in support of 

General Pattonôs troops, followed on the 14th and a night operation to Sterkrade on the 

21st, Saltmarshôs flying logbook again noting flak damage. Then on the 29th he flew 

as support aircraft to the Master Bomber on a raid to Dortmund, a role that he would 

fulfil  with growing regularity over the coming months. Such heavily defended targets 

as Duisburg, Essen (twice) and Karlsruhe formed the backbone of his operational 

agenda in December, while January 1945 saw him attacking, among other locations, 

Hanover, Magdeburg, Munich and Stuttgart, his flying logbook noting an encounter 

with a Junkers 88 on the Munich run. February witnessed his Lancaster carrying out 

strikes against Dortmund, Gelsenkirchen, Ludwigshaven and Pforzheim, in addition to 

participating in the famous ñfirestormò raid on Dresden on the 13th, an action that 

Saltmarsh would robustly defend in years to come. 

 

March saw him completing five more sorties to German targets, three of them in 

daylight, and April another four, two of these in daylight, including Bremen on the 21st, 

which latter operation marked the end of his operational tour. He did, however, fly three 

ñCookôs Toursò to the Rhur in May, and ended his career with an appointment in 

Transport Command in December 1945. Over and above all of this, however, it would 

appear that he flew 56 ñunspecificò sorties of a secret nature, evidence for which is to 

be found in the following endorsement from ñBomberò Harris. He also flew: 

Diversions, experimentation of special equipment, including radar, photographic 

reconnaissance, these top-secret sorties and others. In May 1945 he was selected and 

volunteered to form a new squadron for the continuation of hostilities against Japan.ô 
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Police Constable Jack Skingley  

Reigate Borough Police 

Flight Lieutenant Distinguished Flying Cross 

Second World War  

Bomb Aimer 97 Squadron RAFVR 

Pathfinder 

 

Killed aged 29, 21 July 1944 

 

 

The same Squadron as PC 390 Cyril Arthur Wakley who was killed in January 1944 

PC Jack Skingley was reported missing from night operations with the RAF during an 

attack on Courtrai. On the 23 May 1945 the Air Ministry stated that Flight Lieutenant 

Skingley lost his life on the 21 July 1944. 

 

PC Skingley joined the Reigate Borough Police on the 27 April 1936 aged 19 having 

been born on the 7 July 1916 in Watford. He had previous military service with the 1st 

Battalion the Royal Sussex Regiment in which he served for 2 years and 14 days. PC 

Skingleyôs job when he joined the police was a furniture remover living at 8, Clifton 

Road, Watford. His mother was Winifred Maude and his father deceased.  The officer 

was described as being 5 feet 11 inches tall with a fresh complexion, brown hair and 

grey eyes. 

 

Service: 

18 November 1936 passed First Aid exam 

5 December 1936 Discreditable conduct fined £1 on each of 3 charges and £2 on 

another charge. 

27 April 1937 Second Grade 

4 April 1938 Appointment confirmed as from 27 April 1938 

27 April 1938 3rd Grade 

27 April 1939 4th Grade 

10 July 1939 Disobedience to Orders fined £2 by the CC 

27 April 1940 5th Grade 

27 April 1941 6th Grade 

11 August 1941 Joined the RAF 

27 April 1942 7th Grade 

1 February 1943 transferred to the Surrey Joint Police Force 

27 April 1943 8th Grade 

 

PC Skingleyôs father was a police officer as was his grandfather, and on his wifeôs side 

was a policeman who was present at the Sidney Street siege in 1900. He was a member 
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of the Reigate Borough Police where he lived with his wife and where their son Ross 

was born. 

 
PC Jack Skingley Reigate Borough 

 

               
 

From: Rob Davis Bomber Command Losses Database 

DATE: 20-Jul-1944 / 21-Jul-1944 

UNIT: 97 Squadron 

AIRCRAFT: Lancaster III 

RAF BASE: Coningsby 

TAKE-OFF AT: 23:19  

TARGET: Courtrai 

PILOT: Edwards, Hubert William Joseph, Flying Officer, (157108) (killed) 

CREW: Flying Officer William Hannah DFC (155897) (killed), Flight 
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Lieutenant Eric Cyril Burt DFC (118027) (killed), Flight Lieutenant Jack 

Skingley DFC (134721) (killed), Flying Officer Kenneth Stowell Harrison 

Barker DFM (146946) (killed), Pilot Officer Aubrey William Alexander 

Burnell (177502) (killed), Flight Lieutenant Claude Raymond Underhill 

(136718) (killed), Flight Sergeant Joseph Rumney (2209612) (killed) 

 

Tasked to attack railway yards.  Lost without trace; all crew are 

remembered on the Runnymede Memorial.  F/L Barkerôs DFM gazetted 13 Aug 43, 

then with 61 Squadron, for duties as a second air bomber.  F/O Edwards was the son of 

Chief Stoker Hubert Harry Edwards RN who lost his life on active service on 13 

November 1940. 
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PC Herbert  George Smeed 

Surrey Constabulary PC 240  

 Grenadier Guards 

Killed RTA March 18, 1934 

 

Herbert George Smeed PC240 age 25 on 15 July 1912 when he joined the Surrey 

Constabulary. Grenadier Guards No 33584 from 27 April 1918 re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary February 9, 1919. No further information on his time in the Grenadier 

Guards could be found. 

 

Died on duty as a result of injuries caused by being knocked down by a motor car whilst 

on cycle patrol on the Hogsô Back 18 March 1934. He was stationed at Puttenham age 

47. 

 

The 1901 census living with Parents ï Henry and Amy with 5 siblings at Gatehouse 

Farm, East Grinstead, Sussex.  His father is shown as a Farmer. 

 

Herbert Smeed married 1907 at West Ham ï Lily Esther Charman (1881-1908). The 

1911 census shows him living with his parents, and now a Widower. 

 

Second marriage to Jane Jenner 1917 at Godstone ï (1888-1973) 

 

When Herbert Smeed was killed on the Hoggs Back he was 46 years old  (also shown 

47) and his address Police Cottage, Puttenham, Surrey. 

 

Electrical Rolls - from about 1926 -1933 living in Farnham Surrey. 

 

1934 March 20 Daily Mirror: Why he was silent: On receiving information of an 

accident on the Hogôs Back between Guildford and Faversham (sic: probably should 

read Farnham) the Surrey police tried to get in touch with PC Herbert Smeed of 

Puttenham, who had a point in the vicinity. Later police learned that Constable Smeed 

was himself the victim of the accident. He died in an ambulance on the way to the 

hospital. Smeed while cycling came in collision with a motorcar. He was married and 

had completed 20 tears in the force.281 

 

1934 March 23 Shepton Mallet Journal: PC Herbert Smeed: PC Herbert Smeed 

was fatally injured in a collision between his cycle and a car on the Hogs Back, about 

three miles from Guildford. He had completed 21 yearsô service with the Surrey 

Constabulary.282 

 

  

 
281 1934 March 20 Daily Mirror from Henry Pelham October 2020 
282 1934 March 23 Shepton Mallet Journal from Henry Pelham October 2020 
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Police Constable 222 William Stevens 

Surrey Constabulary 

Royal Sussex Regiment 

Wounded September/October 1914 

 

Aged 23 in February 1912 he joined the Surrey Constabulary from the army on 16 

December1912. He was recalled on the 4 August 1914 and re-joined the Surrey 

Constabulary on March 10, 1919. Mr Stevens died on pension on 15 March 1964. 

 

1919 April 11: Surrey Mirror: Police War Record :  The following constables had 

been wounded: W Stevens, WH Duke, W Tuppen, W Hall, G Abdy, JR Butterfield, G 

Knight, WH Head, J Sawyer, JA Hancock, P Claxton, C Andrews, A Pease. 

 

Caught Under the White Flag 

 

Private W. Stevens of the Royal West Sussex Regiment was called up as a reservist 

whilst serving as a constable in the Surrey Constabulary at Camberley, writing on 

Saturday to a friend from the Bristol Royal Infirmary states, ñI have seen three big 

engagements, Mons, Aisne and Roffey. We started attacking on September 14th and I 

was very lucky as we were caught under the white flag. When we formed up to march 

away, they let down on us. The first shell burst about a couple of yards away from me, 

and a piece of it scratched my neck. The second one was about the same distance only 

on the other side of me. This blew my rifle off my shoulders and a bullet from it went 

through a muscle of my left arm. I expect to be out of here in about a weekôs time as 

the wound is pretty well healed. I could tell you of some awful things that the Germanôs 

have done, but you read quite enough in the paper 
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Police Constable 37 Ernest Tanner  

Surrey Constabulary 

Military Mounted Police  

P1834 Lance Corporal 

Medaille d'Honneur with bronze swords 

 

 
 

28 June 1915 to 14 July 1919 Military Group photo Sept 1915. Medaille d'Honneur 

with bronze swords (France)  

 

 
Front seated 3 and 4th from left veterans of the First World War Police Sergeant Walter 

H West and 15 Tanner. Other veterans believed in the photograph. Medal ribbons not 

worn by all those entitled. Though PC 299 Budd 2 left rear, PC Parrot 4th from rear left. 

 

Surrey Constabulary Guildford 1933 Police HQ Woodbridge Road 
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Police Constable 20 Alexander Arthur Truelove  

Guildford Borough Police 

Military Mounted Police 

Royal Garrison Artillery  

 

 

 
February 1916: Two more members of the Guildford Police Force PCs SD Evans and 

AA Truelove, have now donned khaki, having been appointed lance corporals in the 

Military Mounted Police.283 284 

 

Alexander Arthur Truelove was born 1892 in Reigate and aged 22 when he joined 

Guildford Borough on the 2nd January 1915. He had lived in Nutley Lane, Reigate and 

worked as a chemistôs porter for J. Rogers, Market Place, Reigate. He was six feet tall 

with a fresh complexion, black hair and dark brown eyes  

 

Alexander Truelove in 1911 census, a chemist's errand boy 285 

 

Joined the Borough in a civilian role in 1914 he became PC 20 but then volunteered for 

the Army joining the Military Police.286 Trueloveôs army number was P3027287 

 

 
283 Surrey Advertiser 19 February 1916 
284 Press cuttings from Henry Pelham 
285 John Molyneux to Robert Bartlett 20 July 2019 
286 Guildford Borough appointments book 
287 Email Richard Callaghan RMP Museum 21 July 2019 
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