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And some there be, which have no memorial; who are perished, as though they had never
been; and are become as though théyad never been born; and their children after them.
But these were merciful men, whose righteousness has not been forgotten.

Ecclesiastics 44:9 1769 Oxford King James Bible Authorized Version
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Reigate Borough Police, Guildford Borough Police, Surrey Constabulary


mailto:938at938@gmail.com

Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com 16 July2022

Introduction

The purpose of this projerstto draw togethewhat information could be found il
those men from the Surrey Constabulary, Reigate Borough Police and Guildford
Borough Police who served in tiiérst and Second World ®s. It grew as akuch
things do to include bravergwards;those honoured for their servieed recorded
deaths fo officers on dutyin peace and waiThis had a spin off in that information
came to light on a whole range of officers who have showed througliétoationa
consicerable contribution to policingthe armed forcesor both Those potted
biographiesn the main bodyf the document are mostly where new information has
been recoveredhere are many, many more who could be included. Very many more!
The first parttherefore,is a miscellany otonsiderable charactersfficerswho left a
mark on theircomrades,many who timeif not their families,has forgottenlt is
believed that there has besame success iaccumulatingghe names angarticular
information on all those who went off to tid&reat Warwith detailsset down in the
appendices.

Onesuch officer is Robert Lawrence a PC in the Reigate Borough Police who died in
1919 after four yars in the Military Foot Policand having beepromoted sergeant
Mentioned in Despatches twice and the recipient of the Meritorious Service Medal, PC
Lawrene notified the Borough of his resignation on the 30 April 1919 a few weeks
before he died in a military hospitdOfficers called to the Colours remained on the
books of police forces with military service counting towards their pendibe.bfficer
appears on no police memorial and it has been thought that no one from Reigate
Borough died in the war. Robert clearly did, a fact acknowledged by the
Commonwealth War Graves, his name being on Streatham war memorial near his home
and the fact that he died amilitary hospital in LondonThe process of obtaining a
memorial to be placed alongside the others lost in the twolvearbegun

It is not possible to remember all those who have served in the county and borough
police forces that police8urreyoutside the Metropolitan Police Distridlames can

be gleaned from registers but for mdkiere are no photographs or writtetords of

their times in the &vice.Policing isnot like the military that take great pride in their
past and honour ¢hmemory of those who served. It is diffictdt understandvhy

police officers are sweticentabout recording and prewingtheir history If the Surrey
Constabulary had been a military unit there would be shelves of books devoted to its
history. It isa challenge to find an history pblicing in any good bookshop though
there are very many tales of daring tlidtead there aracres ofulp fiction detective
novelsor outrageouslymesentedsaea al | ed A True Cr i meo

For those caught up in great wénsre are records especialhy those killed. Officers
on duty who are involved in accidents or are murdered can rightly be recalled and with
the help of press cuttings in some cases, a great deal of infornstioare tobe
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gleanedMuch is down to chancsgurvivals, photos on the mantelpieoea file in the
loft, the occasional family memoir. Often rescued from the dWipth has beenost
forever.

Thisresearcthas examples of those men, long gone, whose lives have been recovered
by research and undeastling of the pasAll the entries have been newly researched
or where something was already known, expanded.

At a time when the Surrey Police fierecastinga return tomore traditionallocal
policing with possibly 250 recruits in three yeaesme ofthemmay readthis paper
andbegin tounderstand the incredibly high standardh&manythat have gone befare
With theseexemplarsrecruitscan strivein their service to the communitg achieve
the highest standards the tradition of thgolice service of United Kingdom.

The reader should carefully consider what is revealed about the quality of the people
involved in our history. The image of the blundetimgnorant overweight, servile

officer on a bike could not be further from thettruThese were quality peoplith a

wide range of attributes not the least of which was courage, tenacity and pride in what
they did. Comradeship, looking out for each other, friendships for life forged in
adversity. But it was not all hardship. There \wageat deal of laughter, fun, sport and
social life. Look at the photos of the early constables. Tadiateconfidence andelf
respectHard men undertaking a hard Job! It has never been easy. It has alwags been
violent, harsh, bloodgxistenceundertaking sociset ® dirty work.And the shift work!

But most once committed to the life would do nothetge andvould willingly start

all over again.

Much of this workhas been &am efort, each withparticular knowledge they have
willingly shared.Without their hours of commitment this history could not have been
uncoveredln no particular ordeDee HutchisonSecretaryFriends of Surrey Infantry
and Queens Royal Surrey Regiment; Barry Fri€imdt World War historian and
battlefield tour guide; Richard Callaghan, Curator Royal Military Police Musdahm
Molyneaux, Tony Hines, and Henry Pelhdhe great, greafjrandson ofinspector
Donaldsa, killed on dutyand his wife JegnTony Coliman,Robert Simoson SCC
History Centre at Wokingl'hank you for helping to preserve our history.

It is hoped this work will be seen as a mark of respect for those that werg Ivefoe
blue serge.

Robert Bartlett
Brockham
October 2020 v2
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The ResearchTeam
As always in life, the best results come from a team effort:

Robert Bartlett former member Surrey Constabulary, adititional research by Barrie
Friend a battlefieldtour guide; Jeamand Henry Pelhandescendants of Inspector
Donaldsorthe demons of press reports and family histangh assistance enhancing
photograph, former Surrey ConstabulaBeter May. Supported by Richard Callaghan,
curator of the Royal Military Police Museuyr®ee Hutchison, Secretary Friends of
Surrey Infantry Miseum. Robert Simonson, Surrey History Centre, WoKirany
Collman for badges and uniform&nd all thoseother researchers, family members of
former officers and contributors | hope get some sense of achievement from this work.
If I have used material Wiout permission | apologise, it is not always easy to find
ownership of sources. This is ngp@fit-makingventureand is undertaken solely as a
memorial to these fine men who have served their county and country.
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The Police Forces of Surrey Dumg Wartime
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Surrey Constabulary 1919 Bisley Camp
3rd left overseas service chevronbiree others with medal ribbons
Collar number on the shoulder
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GUILDFORD BOROUGH POLICE

Guildford Borough Police was formed 20th January 18861851 the force was
amalgamated with the larger Surrey Constabulary only to-furmeed three years later

in October 1854Guildford Borough Police was again absorbed into Surrey Joint Police
Forceon 1st February 1943 when its final strength was ghxtge officers.

DORKING POLICE
Formed 1838 and incorporated within the county in 1851

SURREY CONSTABULARY

The Surrey Constabulary was formed on 1st January 1851 when the small forces of
Guildford, Galalming and Dorking were incorporatééame changed on the 1 January
1993 to Surrey Police. (Surrey Joint Police 1:9237)

REIGATE BOROUGH POLICE

Reigate Borough was formed on 25th March 1864 from part of the Surrey
Constabulary. It was finally abolisteon 1st March 1943 when it became part of the
Surrey Joint Police Force.

SURREY SPECIAL CONSTABULARY
During 1914 1918 War Surrey had 2000 Specials. The Special Constables Act of 1923
made a permanent reserve force. 1926 saw the issue of the firdemmompform-
Surrey being the foremost in the country.

SURREY JOINT POLICE FORCE

Existed as a wartime measure from 1 February 194%oril 1947 when it returned to
the name Surrey Constabulary

SURREY CONSTABULARY

1 April 1947- 31 December 1992

When war broke out in August 1914 there were four police forces operating in Surrey.
To the north of the county areas such as Epsom, Ewell, Staines, Sunbury were the
responsibility of the Metropolitan Police. Reigate Borough Police policed the
conurbatiorof Reigate and Redhill including Merstham under a head constable and the
county town Guildford had the Guildford Borough Police also under a head constable

1C
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or chief constable. These were four independent organisations but there is little doubt
that the castabulary and boroughs on a daily basis worked closely together although
possibly there was little contact with the Metropolitan Police whose size and
organisation made it difficult for small forces to work with.

Surrey Constabulary

The Chief Constabl of the Surrey Constabulary since 1899 on a salary of £500 plus
allowances was CaptaMowbray LeesSant who took charge when he wasyears

old, having served in the Northumberland Fusiliers and been chief constable of
Northumberland. The Force consitef 231 men in 1899 During the first years of
Sant's tenure he focused on two key areas relating to the continual pressure for
improvements in pay and conditions of his men and the campaign to curb and manage
the challenges faced by motorists and thepaot on residents in Surrey. Sant was to
have a long hard war with huge responsibilities and a continuing challenge for resources
as he lost men to the armed forces, many who were constables but on the military
reserve. He battled constantly with bureaagrand demands from the military and
government departments. He served until 1930 as the Chief Constable of Surrey.

Captain SantSurrey Constabulary
Policing the First World War

In England and Wales when war broke out there were 188 police forces, 58 county and
130 city or borough forces employing 53,373 officérdA police reserve had been
established in 1911 from former police officers or pensioners and former soldiers and
around 2,000 of these had been issued with warrant cards. On the 1914 national
establishment 2,624 officers were reservists that had been called up and a further 3,422
had enlisted voluntarily.

At the end of 1914 across England and Wales there were 120@9Gworn in as
special constables with a further 30,000 in London. By the end of the first year of the
war about one man in five had gone from the provincial forces to the military and the

1 The English Police Clive Emsley Pearson Educational Fag@g 121

11
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depletion of the Metropolitan Police was even greater with just a quarter of the
men recruited.This of course left a huge gap in manpower at a time when the workload
exploded.

What seemed to be a good source for recruits, former soldiers, proved to be anything
but when their reserve commitments were called Snwar broke out. From the
Guildford Borough Police nine men out of about thirty sworn constables were called to
the colours a loss of almost a third. The 17 men of Guildford Fire Brigade were sworn
in as special constables and lamps, whistles and haneeerésobtained for their use;

12 Specials were paid five shillings a day. The strength of the force with Specials
became 36 to undertake additional duties associated with the mobilisation but of course
fiWell you can'trust aspeciallike the old timecoppers %

The chief constable Guildford Borough Police not long after the outbreak of war
reported otchaadt gfein5t00 emen had rendered excell
most wished to be relieved of their duties by the end of the month. Officers engaged on
A p oi nt modtulikelyvalnerable points as opposed to traffic points) were armed
with pistols. Péice lost the use of the drill hall for their training and purchased an
ambulance for £14 2 6d for use by the police. Large numbers of soldiers were billeted
in the town*In 1915 Guildford Special Constabulary had 47 section leaders (sergeant
equivalen}t and 228 special constabfel 1916 two members of the Guildford Fire
Brigade were appointed temporary constables at 30 shillings a week subject to the
condition they remained members of the brigade and the chief constable was authorised
to give the neessary certificates to exempt them from military service.

Reigate Borough Police

Reigate Borough had its own police force until 1943 (when along with Guildford

Borough Police was incorporated into the Surrey Constabulaagyl the head

constabléhad to submit Annual Reports to the Borough Watch Committee. The Reigate
Borough Police Chief Constableds reports foc
entitl ed 0War 6. The reports ar eunderost | y S
descriptive headings outlining duties and activities throughout the year. Those made

during World War | are no exception, but they do contain some insight into the effect

of the war on the local constabulafgeigate Borough Police was a small fong 1914

with 40 officers in total, comprising one head constable, two inspectors, seven sergeants

2 The English Police Clive EmsléBearson Educational 19%&ge 121

S My Ol dSpégial Constabulary were recruited on a-fiaré basis to replace or augment the
regular "oldtime coppers" of peacetime. The purported untrustworthiness of the "specials" may simply
reflect theirinability to provide reliable street directions

4They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary

5> They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary

6 They Guarded Guildrd by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary

" This became the Surrey Joint Police, which became the Surrey Constabulary within which Reigate
Borough Police and Guildford Borough Police were absorbed.

12
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and 30 constablés.

Chief or Head Constable Reigate Borough Police 1891930
First World War James Metcalfe®

1930 December 31: Head Constable Jametcadfe retired on the last day of

1930. He had joined Accrington Police, six years later becoming a clerical
sergeant and later an inspector at Bacup. He came to Reigate as Head Constable
on December 2%, 1891.0n retirement he was permitted to retais tiniform

and bicycle!® 1%

On the 3 August the day before war was declared Reigate Borough Police suspended
annual leave; officers leaving the Borough off duty must have permission; attention
must be paid to all bridges and tunnels; special attention to be paid to suspicious
personst?

1914 4 August: Reigate Borough Police: The chief constable sought to discover how
many of his officers were classed as regular reservists and as special rés€hees.
Boroughwas depleted by men returning to the Colours and others volunteerihg for
armedforces. 30 Special Constables supplemented the Borough stréngth.

The regular Reigate Borough Police had to carry out many extra duties, which left a
gap that was filled by 'The Vigilant Association'. This was an organisation formed in
1914 under the presidency of a Mr G.H. Redwood that attracted volunteers who wanted

8 SHC ref CC98/22/1

9 Private collection Robert Bartlett

10 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart

1 http://www.redhillreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htm

123CC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information by Chief Constable Metcalfe
13 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information cahipil€hief Constable
Metcalfe

14 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart

13
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to provide a service to the community. It was soon realised, however, that if they were
to haveauthority,they would have to be properly recognised by the official police
command, so it came abahiat the Head Constable took charge and swore them in as
a kody of specialconstables before the Borough Magistrates.

The Borough was divided into eleven beats, and over each beat was appointed a Chief.
The names of these Chiefs never appeared in the press, the reason given being that they
wanted to carrput their work for its own sake and not for the purpose of parading
themselves or their work before the public. Special Constables had no uniforms but
were issued with armlets, whistles and truncheons, and later on Badges.

They patrolled the beats frob® p.m. to 6 a.m. Needless to say, the weather was often
atrocious, and men returned home after their night's work soaked to the skin or frozen,
or both. Nevertheless, the presence of the Special Constabulary freed the regular police
from the mundane andi@aved them to carry out necessary war duties

Guildford Borough Police

Chief or Head Constable Guildford Borough Police W. Nicholas 1902928
First World War

On the outbreak of war nine men, almost a third of the force of constables, from the
Guildford Borough Police were called to the colours as reservists leading to a shortage
of manpower. Like the county Guildford Borough Police had recruited significant
numbers of exsoldiers into the Surrey Constabulary possible because so many were
stationed in or close to the county. Many would have reserve commitments for six years
from when they left the army so when mobilisation came, off they went to the Colours.

15 http://www.redhillreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htm
16 http://www.redhiltreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htm
7 http://www.redhillreigatehistory.co.uk/police.htm

14
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The seventeen men of the Guildford Fire Brigade were sworn in as special constables
and lamps, whistles and handcuffs were obtained for their use; twelve Specials were
being paid five shillings a day. The strength of the Guildford Borough Police with
Specids was 36 not enough to meet the additional duties associated with mobilisation.
Police lost the use of the drill hall for their training and purchased an ambulance for
£14 2 6d for use by the police. Large numbers of soldiers were billeted in thetown.

Policing the First World War across Surrey

During the FirstWorld War, Captain M L Sant, sent a series of extremely detailed
reports (usually quarterly) to the Standing Joint Committee, which oversaw the Surrey
Constabulary. These repontsitlined the extra duties and demands placed on the
overburdened and undstrength force by the war and the blizzard of orders and
requests for information from central governm¥érit.must be remembered in addition

the two major towns in the county h#tkir own police forces and the Metropolitan
Police policed the north. These are set out in detail throughout this work.

On the outbreak of war there were two thousand Special Constables in the Surrey
Constabulary. During the war som@87were sworn inmany deployed to deal with

the evacuation of the county should it be required. In 1915 on June 4 the weekly rest
day was suspended owing to the war. On 31 December 1915 one rest day in fourteen
became the rule until the rest day was fully restored.

A large number of men were called to the colours from the Surrey Constabulary, (more
on this below) three receiving high awards for bravery. Walter Tuppen, a Distinguished
Conduct Medal second only to a Victoria Cross, and Thomas Runnegar and Henry
Brand Military Medals. Harry Douglas Feasey later a sergeant was awarded the
Distinguished Conduct Medal before joining the Surrey Constabulary after war service
in 191920 Sixteen men were wounded, three of who were permanently incapacitated
and fifteen killed. (D be added thosthree killed fromGuildford Borough Police,
Reigate Borough Police had one kille®L 23 Henry Gascoyne of the Guildford
Borough Police, whilst serving as a sergeant major in the Gudltdd,aged 35 on the

1 January 191 %vas awarded the DCKA.

The reduced numbers of regular officers had an amazing mix of additional tasks and
responsibilities involving huge volumes of extra work. Legislation and regulations were
passed at an astonishing rate and volume. The very fewphesded administrative

staff at Police HQ would have worked long into the night interpreting the new laws and

18 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary
19 Written by Marion Edwardshttps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/storpalicemandot-the-

surreypolice-in-wartime-part1-19141915/Surrey History Centre ré2C98/1/45

20 Off Beat April 1982
21 They Guarded Guildford Richard Ford 1969

15


mailto:938at938@gmail.com
https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/
https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/
http://www.exploringsurreyspast.org.uk/collections/getrecord/SHCOL_CC98_1_2_1_3

Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com 16 July2022

regul ations. They would have been ndhel ped
guidance and instruction on how everything was to be enforced hatliegdgard to
the diminishing numbers of police officers.

The mix of additional responsibilities

Much of the following came from a report submitted at the end of the war by Chief
Constable Sant, Surrey Constabulary, to his police Standing Joint Geeimit

Posting mobilisation notices: Posting mobilisation posters in every village and
hamlet personallywarning all Army and Navy reservists to return to their mobilisation
stations.

Billeting Territorial troops : A huge task. At the request of the nailiy authorities,
police in Surrey had found sonfifty -eight thousand billets for soldiers with one
hundred and fifty thousand by the end of the winter. (1914) Often the soldiers did not
arrive and all the work was in vain. The providing of billets foitany authorities was
another great tax upon the police, fifteen thousand found in the first winter of the war.
The Chief Constable believed that troops arrived ignorant of everything and had to be
Aspoon fedo.

Assisting army officersin impressing horses, vehicles and mechanical transport on
emergency requisition, and if objection is raised by owners to take compulsory action.
In Surrey, a rural county there were hundreds of farms and a very large numbers of
horses

Safeguard important public works by mounting fixedpoint guards, mostly unarmed,

on sites such as the gunpowder works at Albury; enforcing restrictions on access to
railways, fortified works, camps; enforcing provisions of the Wireless Telegraphy Act;
restrictions on keeping and using carrier pigeons; restrictions on the storage of
petroleum and celluloid; cooperate with the military authorities, railway companies
etc., in preventing outrages by explosives to bridges Railways etc.; watching wireless
stations; assist the Post Office Authorities in the matter of protecting wireless stations
and preventing private persons from erecting or using wireless installations.

Maintaining a register of aliens; to keep careful watch on the movement of
undesirablealiens across the UK when there were 20 nationalities to be recorded
including 2,141 Austrédungarians and in London alone there were 30,000 Germans.
Managing aliens was a huge task. In the Surrey Constabulary area, starting from
scratch, immediately twoumdred and fifty aliens had been registered. The Chief
Constable wrote in 1918 that for the Surrey Constabulary every Defence of the Realm
Regulation added to already onerous duties of the police and the influx of aliens from
restricted areas and their gupision also caused a great deal of work.
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To carry out provisions of the Official Secrets Act in the matter of watching persons
who may be suspected of being spies.

Protection of defence works:assist military authorities to prevent obstruction by
landavners and others on the matter of constructing field defences.

Control of lighting especially during raids by Zeppelin: Robust enforcement by the

police who had to deal with the consequences of enemy action i.e. air raids,
bombardment. 1915 October 13 P28 Zeppelin L13 approached Guildford from the

direction of Newlands Corner. Bombs were dropped and later police investigation
showed that ten bombs fell in the Borough and two more at Shalford Park killing a swan

on the Wey and 17 roosting fowls at StiC&r i ned s . This |l ed to a
lighting regulations resulting in 49 summonses and a total of £37 in fines.

AirRaidwarning: The Chi ef Constable of the Surrey (
hard pressed all over the county to allow notaee given of air raids. This | refused

to do with the result that instead of sitting up all night in fear the inhabitants slept
comfortably in their beds and only learnt of the raids by reading the papers next

morning. The police and special constablesangiven full instructions as to their duties

should bombs be dropped in their vicinity .

Restrictions on the sale of intoxicating liquorand new licensing hours, with the
introduction of a range of restrictive licensingviato be enforced by the police, often
against the wishes of the drinkers leading to disorder.

Deserters to be taken before the courtsr if they surrendered issued with rail warrants
and released to find their own way back. If arrested were kept indgugicappear
before the court and to be handed to the military.

Internment: In Surrey at Frith Hill, Frimley, a detention centre for aliens and later
POWs. From Liverpool 300 aliens were moved to Frimley following riots in the city.
By June 1916, 32,00(hemy aliens had been interned mostly German or Austrian of
military age. No women were interned but 23,000 including some small children had
been repatriated. All these cases would have had some police involvement. 1917
October 10: German prisoners recapthh While proceeding to business yesterday Mr
Marsh Clerk to the local district council met three men, two were wearing German
naval uniforms and the third a German military uniform. He called a party of cadets to
take the men to Camberley police statidmere they were found to be prisoners of war
who had escaped from an internment camp in Hampshire the previous night. One of the
men was member of a German submarine crew. The prisoners, who said they wanted a
holiday, were sent back to the camp under dresxort?

22 They Guared Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary
2 The TimegLondon, England), Wednesday, Oct 10, 1917
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Anti-enemy disturbancesmostly against shop keepers including riots following the
sinking of the Lusitania. In 1915 at Walton on Thames there were serious disturbances
caused by bad feeling against German refugees who were living in the town

Refugees:Surrey was an unrestricted area and being close to the Metropolis received

an influx of refugees at times of anticipated air raids. These refugees were for the most

part from the east of London and mainly consisted of aliens many of whom were
undesirable characters. They arrived in trainloads and got off where they liked causing
considerabl e di fficulties and annoyance
themsel veso. Housing had to be found for
capacities in \v@w of rationing and the scarcity of food were much taxed and special
arrangements had to be made with the rati
schools and like buildings had to be used to house undesirable refugees as in any future
war preparationshould be made beforehand to deal with it. One suggestion was that
railway companies should be prohibited from bringing refugees down without
consultation with authorities of the districts to which they bring them. Locations outside
London suitable for meiving refugees should be agreed beforehand and they should

not be taken to any other place. It was accepted that this would not deal with those that
arrived by motorcar of which there were many. Being an unrestricted area Surrey
experienced an influx delgian refugees who came in large numbers without warning

and were distributed across the county. The time of the police was much occupied in
finding and registering thest.

Captain Sant had two major strategic anxieties

The Chief Constable of tifeurrey Constabulary Captain Sant had two major strategic
anxieties to consistently balance during the First World War. Firstly he had to deal not
just with the day to day of policing a rural county, where the two major towns were
borough forces, but witthe mass of regulations and requirements adding to the work
load of his force. His second great issue was to try to maintain balance between the
demand for police time and the number of officers he had available. This required him
to doggedly argue to maaih a realistic staffing level whilst balancing the national
requirement for fit young men.

On the day war broke out, 4 August 1914 the Surrey Constabulary lost 21 men with
reserve commitments and a further 60 as volunteers during 1915. He was assailed by
departments of state trying to get even more men into the armed forces. He lost 86 to
the Colours out of total constable strength of less than 300 dropping to 205 constables
in September 1917.

24 Chief Constable Sant report to the Standing Joint Committee1919 SAC CC
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The Strength of the Surrey Constabulary up to and includinghe First World
War 2°

1889 | 1910 1|1911 7| 1911|1912| 1914|1914| 1915 | 1915

1 May March |16 |1 13 |22 |9 19

April May | Oct | May | Sept | March | May
CC 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Supt 5 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8
Inspector | 8 12 12 12 |12 |12 |12 |12 12
Sergeant | 20 31 31 31 31 31 31 31 31
Constable 149 | 251 248 247 | 303 | 283 | 291 | 296 289
Total 183 | 303 300 299 | 355 | 335 | 343 | 348 341

1915 | 1915 30| 1916 | 1916|1917|1917|1919| 1919

Sept | Nov 7 6 22 18 20 16
March | May | May | Sept | May | Sept
CcC 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Supt 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8
Inspector.| 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12
Sergeant | 31 31 31 31 31 31 31 |31
Constable 234 | 233 229 225 | 206 | 205 | 252 | 306
Total 286 | 285 281 299 | 258 | 257 | 304 | 358

The dramatic loss of men to police forces on declaration of war is not immediately

evident from these figures though the 1912 increase following a pay rise is obvious.
However,as the manpower demands of 1916 and 1917 impacted the force numbers
dropped t@®05 from a peak of 303 in October 1912. There were a few war reserves and
Sant continued recruiting men not eligible for the armed forces. This was a part of his
balance, which of course finally failed!

Things had been going well. The weekly rest day and a pay rise led Sant to report in

1913 on 2 December to the Standing Joint Ci
to report that the promised increase in the pay of the Surrey Constabulary has already

proved beneficial in attracting candidates in greater numbers and of a better class than
hitherto off®red themselves. 0

On the 23 May 1914 the Chief Constable fur
local papers as suggested by the Standing Jomin@ttee and put forward 19 men for

a medical but the doctor rejected eight. Applicants included 26 reserve men who would

have been eligible but there are already 19 Reserve men serving in the Force and |

cannot add to the number on account of the depletioch would result were the Army

25 SAC CC98/1/45 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018
26 SAC CC98/1/45 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlau@2018
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reserve called up for drill. I have made representation that if the War Office would
undertake to call up Reserve men serving in the Force only in case of declaration of

war and not for drill purposes solely, | might bdeabp increase considerably the
percentageofex ol di ers in the Surrey Cofistabul ary.

In the month following the outbreak of war on 22 September 1914 Sant reported to his
Committee what may appear to be a mundane matter butritieal to the efficiency

of the Force with men having to cover such
the total number of constables in the Force was 251 the Committee were good enough

to grant an allowance of £2 per annum to those constablesiséhtheir own bicycles

in the service of the county. o0 On an incresé
now 303 and so the Chief Constable sought an increase in the number of allowances

and therefore bicycles from 150 to 1750n the 19 Septembel916 the Chief

Constable was to report to the Standing Joint Committee that the county bicycle at

Egham was worn out. It had been issued in February 1902. It was issued to a sergeant

who was 5 feet 10 inches tall and weighed 16 sténe.

On 22 Septembe&r 914 Sant reported to his Committee
with the agreement of the Standing Joint Committee the Chief Constable purchased a
number of revolvers to arm a certain number of the Surrey Constabulary. Six men from
eachoftheeigdi vi si ons were selected %&and were gi)

Maintaining an adequate level of manpower above point of depletion

Throughout the war the Chief Constable was under considerable pressure to release

men for the fighting forces. This was nosfa difficulty caused by the government but

locally tribunals were formed to ensure every available and fit man was recruited. These
committees cast covetous eyes on the fit young policeman. One such Tribunal at
Godalming in March 1917 cancelled the reseroccupation status of two local police

officers, which incensed Sant who was running a year on year battle to maintain a

rati onal number of police officers in the ¢
status was restored. Sant was convirtbedribunal was acting ultrares and wrote

to the Home Office and to his police authority to ensure this did not happenZgain.

On the 22 September 1914 Sant reported to his Standing Joint Committee that:
A T we-oné mmembers of the Surrey Constabulatho were Reservists were upon
mobilisation recalled to the Colours. | am filing their places as recruits offer
themselves. | also invited pensioners whose age does not preclude them from again

27T SAC CC98/1/45 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018
28 SAC CC98/1/45 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018
29 SAC C(C98/1/45 Chief Constable reports to Standiflgnt Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018

30 SAC CC98/1/45 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018
31 SAC CC98/1/45 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018
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serving to return to duty. In eight cases there was a reaglys p o*hTheeChief

Constable was to report on the 12 December that of the eight volunteers only six joined,

as two were no longer up to the work. The six were no longer in receipt of their police
pensions and recei ved c olaessRichabdson, Phillipp ay . Th
Holdforth, Kirk, Robinson and Hof&.

OnthesamedaySante por t ed: Al have enroll ed Speci al
body should an emergency arise calling for outside assistance. For the whole county
(excluding the bayughs) there are 2,000 volunteers. Each parish has its own Section or
Sections a leader being in charge of a section. Each has been issued with an armlet or
badge of office and a baton. Each Special Constable is given a boutro€tion--

the enrolmenbf the Special Constable gives a sense of security to the inhabitants of

the cdéunty. o

The Chief Constable published a list on Septeniftenl 915 of those who had been
recalled as Reservists and those who had volunteered or been conscripted. He was under
pressure to send more men but he told the Standing Joint Committee that he was already
short of men and that 38 of his Force had joined thiaky Police. There were no less

than 20 of the latter stationed at Witley Camp (to the south of Godalming) who had full
powers to act in the camp. More pressure followed which again were reported to the
Standing Joint Committee. The Secretary of Statesiclers that every constable who
wishes to enlist should be allowed to do so if possible. The Chief Constable emphasised
that there is a point beyond which the police forces cannot be depleted without
detriment to the national intereses.

This was not just a local problem. In 1915 the Chief Constable of Cambridgeshire
towards the end of the year wrote that, A
the army. o I n November 1915 the Commi ssion
the HomeOf f i The Forcdihas become so reduced in number that any further
depletion would be attended with grave ri sk
men for the army and navy continued throughout the four years of th& war.

In 1915 the GuildfordBorough Police Special Constabulary strength was 47 section
leaders and 228 special constalifes

Surrey Police forces took advantage of the legislation and initially prevented serving
officers retiring. The Police (Emergency Provisions) Act 1915 cordamelause
suspending a mandéds right to retire except \

32SAC CC98/1/45 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018
33 SAC CC98/1/45 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018
34 SAC CC98/1/45 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Cattex® Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018

35 SAC CC98/1/45 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018
%6 The English Police Clive Emsley Pearson Educational F2gg 121

87 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1966rimal publication Surrey Constabulary
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a move harked back to the time when retirement and a pension were a privilege and not

a right. Special constables were called upon to perform ordinarepatiks but they

were of wvariable quality. Her Majestyodos I n
took between six and ten special constables to perform the role of one regular officer
because of other calls on their time. The Chief Constable oeDiais that the special

was fAnot in any sens e--dHeyjustfitedupthegap$usef ul ¢

1915: The Inspectorate (HMIC) report commenting on the reduced volume of crime
during the early stages of innhdmbéer, wraare: Al f t
withdrawn from ordinary to special duties, offences escape notice, and prosecutions
drop as surely as they would i*h the case o

March 1916: The Chief Constabl e Icalqgorted t
my Superintendents together and carefully considered the whole subject with them for

the purpose of deciding whether any mooastables could be sparedjoin the army.

| found in the case of three divisions the point of depletion was alreadggand they

were in the aggregate nine men below it. In three divisions the Superintendents said it

would be possible to spare eleven of their youngest men. Having redistributed the
remaining nine the divisions were all at a point below which any depletould be
prejudiced to t‘he national interests. o

The Chief Constable reported to Standing Joint Committee on 5 December 1916 that
there had been comments in parts of the county about police not being called up but
thought the criticisms were no douhtignorance as to the nature and importance of
the duties of the police in connection with the war. The number of officers is at a
minimum as at the beginning of the war he had allowed about 70 men to go. The
agitations are extremely unpleasant for thenmdo feel very much the criticisms
passed upon them. The Chief Constable continuadli regard to the suggestion that
police work could be carried out efficiently by special constables | can only say that the
unanimous opinion of my Superintendentistt he contrary. o

In 1917 on the 16 March Sant to Standing Joint Committee: The Chief Constable
reports that he had been fAnasked by the Pro
from the provincial police forces to complete a force of mounted policesknehow

many men | could spare. o The HMI C comment e
be spared was for Sant to decide. Subsequently as two men returned to the police from

the army Sant was able to release two men in their stead but they were ntechccep
Apresumably because they did*¥not have the |

38 The English Police Clive Emsley Pearson Educational Fagf 123

39 The English Police Clive Emsley Pearson Educational Fegf 123

40 SAC CC98/1/45 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee RobeteB@& Aug 2018

41 SAC CC98/1/45 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018
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1917 31 March Chief Constable to Standing Joint Committee: A letter had been

received from the Home Office informing that provision had been made by the Army

Council for serving aldiers to be returned to the police. These were men with medical
categories B11, B11, C11, C111 and were not needed for the Army. The letter said that

the Secretary of State Arelies on you to r
Santcommentedéht fAprevi ous to the receipt of thiec
me from the army and needless to state | had at once released two other fit men for
army s®rvice. o

It is not certain this helped Captain Sant with his manpower deployments as he
obvios |y fAswoppedo two fit young men for tw
soldiers. The fitness classification is set out below.

Assessments were made by medical officers as to the suitability of men to perform
military duties. A system of lettering amdu mber i ng was devised to
abilities to be quickly noted. The following is a list of categories used by the British

Army in 191443

Able to march, see to shoot, hear well and stand active s
A |conditions.
Subcategories:

Fit for dispatching overseas, as regards physical and mental hea

Al -
training
A2 |As Al, except for training

Returned Expeditionary Force men, ready except for ph

A "
3 condition
A4 Men under 19 who would be Al or A2 when aged 19

Free fromserious organic diseases, able to stand service on i
B communication in France, or in garrisons in the tro|
Subcategories:

Bl  Able to march 5 miles, see to shoot with glasses, and hear well
B2 |Able to walk 5 miles, see and hear sufficiently dodinary purposes
B3 | Only suitable for sedentary work

Free from serious organic diseases, able to stand service in ge¢
C at home
Subcategories:

Cl  |Able to march 5 miles, see to shoot with glasses, and hear well

C2 |Able to walk 5 miles, seand hear sufficiently for ordinary purpos:

42 SAC CC98/1/45 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018
43 http://www.epsomandewellhistoryexplorer.arg/MedicalCategories.html
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C3 |Only suitable for sedentary work

Unfit but could be fit within 6 month

D .
Subcategories:

DI  |Regular RA, RE, infantry in Command Depots
D2 |Regular RA, RE, infantry in Regimental Depots

D3 |Men in anydepot or unit awaiting treatment

On April 20,1917 Chief Constable Sant went to the Home Office where he met Sir L.
Dunning an official, to discuss manpower. Sant wrote to the Standing Joint Committee:

A l earnt that the nuaslinexcesodfthenagenageaof all e a dy
ot her ¢ ount % HQsrecéivedarlettevifaoyn th8 Home Office that the War
Cabinet had come to the decision that a further supply ofismenbe found for the

army from those engaged in essential organisatiarigdimg the police. Surrey were

to provide an additional 18 men. Sant reported that he had selected 18 of the youngest

but he did not want them to be classed as conscripts but ableoted®far as possible

S

the units to whi c h Thede mgnwilbes reatloss totheldoece,p o st e ©

as single men are the fimobile force. o0 They

not *“ce. 0O

Conscription in the First World War By 1916 the government had serious concerns
over the nat ruibnmed te fill the rankg of tlye armed seraces. In August
1914, Lord Kitchener had put out a call for volunteer soldiers and by the start of 1915
over 1 million men had joined up. By the middle of 1915, the numbers of new
volunteers had dropped signifiily and by late 1915 plans were made to require able
bodied men to register for service under the Derby Scheme (hamed after Lord Derby,

Kitchenerés Director General of Recruiting

the government in July 1915 praed a list of all civilians aged between 15 and 65.
This allowed the military authorities to identify people who could be called up and
those in occupations considered to be essential to the nation, for example, farmers,
teachers and clergymen. The MilgaBervice Act introduced conscription in January
1916. Initially only single men in good health, between the ages of 18 and 41 were to
be called up, butin May 1916, conscription was extended to include married men. Over
one million men were drafted in tHest year. It is clear that people did not like
conscription. Even before this extension there had been demonstrations against it,
including one in Trafalgar Square. Appeals to avoid being called up, because of
conscientious objection, health conditimrdecause of the hardship it would cause to

a family, could be made at local or central tribunals. Some people just ignored their
call-up papers although there were severe penalties for this

44 SAC CC98/1/45 CC reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018
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Spy, Invasion Mania and other Duties

AWatchiwgt hhesel intention towards the rea
after the war that the spy and signalling mania with which the public became infected

proved a source of continual trouble and the public was a perfect nuisance. The
correspondence becaroelossal. The work undertaken by Special Branch and senior

officers encompassed much secret activity. Spy mania was common requiring response

and investigation of allegations and sight
villages of Shere and Gomshallwe al ar med on Wednesday eveni
The affair took place near the railway arch at Gomshall, where the report of a gun close

to the road was heard. The story that there was a spy in the vicinity spread, and a
thorough search of the line andet neighbourhood was made. Eventually it was
discovered that the shot had been fired by Mr Muzzlebrook who was rabbit shooting

on his o wHhiMp Muzzebrook was Mr Stephen Misselbrook of Edmonds
Farm,Station Road, Gomshall, who is recordedha 1911 Census as being the head

of the household, a farmer aged 60.

Invasion planning

Only one month after Great Britain declared war on Germany, fears of invasion and
spying were affecting every part of the coufftgurrey and Sussex combined to plan

to move people, farm animals and equipment north into west London. Surrey was in
the danger zone and on any invasion route and arrangements were made to deal with
the receipt and passing on of inhabitants, cattle, imghesnetc. from Sussex but also

to arrange for the evacuation of the county itself. In order to carry out these duties a
force of four thousand Special Constables was raised in addition to those on ordinary
duty#’ These special constables were earmarkedidéfence of the realm duties only

and did no other work of a police nature---- The main requisite was to collect all
persons, cattle, material etc., and move them by routes other than the main roads so as
to leave the latter free for military use------- In villages Special Constables were
detailed for the various duties, some in connection with the removal of inhabitants,
others for cattle, etc., everything required to be moved being dealt with by the requisite
numbers of Special Constables. Othefere detailed to keep order along the various
routes selected and some were in place at every junction of the main roads to hold up
refugees ifnecessaryto keep the roads clear for the military. The rendezvous for all
cattle, etc., was Richmond PafR.

Other duties included

Prosecution of those wearing uniforms, ranks or medals they were not entitled to.

4 SCC Archives CC98/72 undated believed 1919 from Capt. Sant to Standing Joint Committee
46 News item in the Surrey Advertiser, 31st August 1914

47 Surrey Constabulary 18511951 Durrant page 46

48 SCC Archives CC98/72 undated believed 1919 from Capt. SatandiBg Joint Committee
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Troop concentrations: Policing the consequences particularly in Surrey, of large
numbers of Canadian and other troops, mainly public order ebehtsther serious
crimes were committed.

Guarding line of communication: Guarding key and vulnerable points, which seem not
to have been considered in the move to war. Much of this was done by the special
constabulary or unarmed policemen. On the fiesg df the war the chief constable
realised that no provision had been made by the military for guarding their line of
communications, the railway, from Aldershot to Dover. A humber of armed civilians
was organised by the police to continuously guard vabierpoints. This was kept up

for two months until relieved by Territorial soldiers. The important powder works at
Chilworth were guarded by two unarmed police officers until all danger of sabotage
was over, when the police were relieved by Home DefencgsGomed to the teetf?.

Fighting the Bureaucracy: At the busiest time in the War a census of all agricultural
implements was urgently called for. It can be imagined what the distribution and
collection of two thousand two hundred and fifty forms meéauhe way of work for

the police. Then there was the requisitioning of horses of which many thousands were
obtained in the county. Chief Constable Sant criticised the countless returns called for
from time to time and when considering the preparationnsetmade in the event of
another war Sant believed as many of these matters as possible should be foreseen and
dealt with beforehanef

A Policemands Life Was a Hard Lif

The county constabulary officers lived mostly in villages or small towns, wheye th
had continuous responsibility working long hours with five hours every night after 9pm
in addition to their duty during the day. Long hours, split shifts, walking unmade roads
about twenty miles a day, no lighting, and warm but little waterproof clptinoving

from one police house to another and changing duties every few years. His only
equipment was a whistle and a length of wood in a trouser pocket for defence. Wives
were an integral and mostly unpaid part of the constabulary life.

The Borough men were more likely to work straight shifts, pounding pavements, not

the mud of their county compatriots, some gas lighting in the streets, for eight or nine
hours living in their own or rented homes but not likely to be moved. This was one of

the major perks of a borough life as opposed to a county. Life was hard, the threat of
violence never far away, nor the oppressive levels of discipline from the sergeant or
inspector. Rules based and rules driven way of life. There was no transporttwhen a
work to get about the division beyond possibly one horse and cart or fly used by the

49 Surrey Constabulary 1851951 Durrant page 47
50 SCC Archives CC98/72 undated believed 1919 from Capt. Sant to Standing Joint Committee
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superintendent, a limited number of cycles and the use of the train where it existed.
This was also the period when the bus became available and was no doubt used when
appropriate. Walking was the most likely way if not the only way of completing the
endless tasks that came down from government departments.

Interminable returns demanded, the establishment of billets and the hundred and one
early requirements of the po#man much of which will become clearer as this paper
progresses. Everything took so much longer than modern life can countenance. Every
farm or other visit needed time not just to complete the task but the journey involved.
Volume of work, time taken toaj from place to place together with ponderous
communications, with no easy access to the telegraph, radio or telephone. A reliance
on telegram, sending letters often delivered the same day and the use of runners. Just
remember this when you read of theridoad and how these men managed to complete

the tasks set them. Their hours of work must have been all embracing.

Weekly Rest Day and Annual Leave

At the beginning of the war in August, leave of absence or annual leave was suspended
for members of the Brey Constabulary but restored in November 1914. A move was
taken in the Reigate Borough Polme the 2 October: Reigate Borough Police to have
annual leave restoredl. Time off was a consequence of the10 Weekly Rest Day

Act, which gave one day off week but was not adopted in the Surrey Constabulary
until 6 July 1914 and required an increase of fifty officers to cover the loss of hours to
patrol®? In General Order 600, 22 June 1914 the chief constable Surrey Constabulary,
made it clear that it was day of rest and that officers should do nothing on that day
that militates against the object of the Act. It was also pointed out that the day was
granted Asave on occasion of an emergencyo
would be lost but he vgasure would be accepted in the proper spirit. In the event of a
man wanting to leave his detachment on his rest day must make the usual application
to his superior officer. Should he remain in his detachment and any emergency occurs
he will have to perfan his duty as a police officé?.In 1915 on June 4 the Surrey
Constabulary weekly rest day suspended owing to the war. This would have the effect
of increasing manpower by one severthnual leave was to be granted as usual and
arrangements made for a monthly rest tfayowever afterix months on 31 December

1915, one rest day in fourteen became the rule until the rest day was eventually fully
restorecP®

51 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable
Metcalfe

52 Durrant Surrey Constabulary 184951 page 28

3 Durrant Surrey Constabulary 184951 page 28

54 Written by Marion Edwardbttps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/storp@icemandot-the-
surreypolice-in-wartimepart1-19141915/

SSWritten by Marion Edwardbttps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/storplalicemandot-the-
surreypolice-in-wartimepart1-19141915/
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So how did the constables and supervisors travel around their large beats?

The foot patrol for the constabulary man was twentysylday, which began to change

in the 1890s with the growing availability of pedal cycles firstly purchased by the men
for which they were paid an allowance a system that continued and still survived in
2017 then paid at a rate of 20p a mife!(The chalenge today is to see am-duty
officer on a bicycle in the countryside!)

On April 8 1893 The chairman of Surrey Quarter Sessions in giving the charge to the
Grand Jury said they must not take the diminution in cases as representing a diminution
in crimefor the number of cases reported to the Chief Constable had been as numerous
in the present quarter as in the corresponding quarter of last year. lIrcasesg¢he
offenders had not been caught. He mentioned that particularly because he wished to
impresson the public the great importance in cases of housebreaking and similar
offences to lose not time in giving information to the police. The Surrey Constabulary
had during the last quarter twice distinguished themselves where early information had
been giva. The adjoining places were communicated with, and constables despatched
on bicycles with the result that offenders were brought to justice. They might
congratulate the county on the diminution of crime, which was greatly due to the
efficiency of the polie.’

It took two years but Chief Constable Hastingsl895 on October 23 reported that
twenty-nine bicycles were in use in the couftfOwned by the riders!)

At the Surrey Quarter Sessions held at Kingston on Thames on January 4 1896 the
Standing Joint Committee reported upon the expediency of providing members of the
Surrey Constabulary with bicycles to be used in the arrest of persons who have offended
against the law. The Chief Constable has reported that bicycles were so used in the
adoining counties of Berks, Hants, Kent and East and West Sussex and in the county
of Surrey 29 bicycles were already in use being the private property of the officers or
constables. He therefore considered it desirable that more bicycles should be obtained
for the use of the men. Under these circumstances the committee added they had
directed that 14 bicycles of especially strong build should be ordered of a Coventry firm
at a cost of £11 each and that they should be distributed amongst the various district
of the county as the Chief Constable might direct. Their action was approved. The
bicycle has been found useful in several instances in the apprehension of other cyclists
guilty of furious riding and riding without lighs.

%6 police Staff Council police pay and conditions handbook
https://www.local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/PSC%20Handbook.pd
571893 April 8The Surrey Mirror and General County Advertiser

58 Durrant Page 20

591896 January 4 The Huddersfield Chronicle
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There may have beaycles but their use was not encouraged as a means of patrol but
no doubt with the pressures of war and staffing levels more and more cycles would be
taken into use. In 1906 Surrey Constabulary General Order was issued forbidding
constables to use theirdycles for the purpose of patrolling or attending conference

points. fAlt was never intended that these
police duties. o Many are the stories tol

them. The sergeaknowing this would walk back with them to near their residence
some three or four miles away and woul d

«
<

go back for your bicycl®® now in case someo

In 1912 on January 1 bicycle allowance grarftedmen of the Surrey Constabulary
using their own cycles was limited to one hundred and fifty men. The allowance was
£2 per annum at ten shillings a quarter. Bicycles could be used to travel to divisional
stations for drill, pay parade or court duty. #ems working a beat still had to be
undertaken on foot.

Defence of the Realm Act 1914

On 8 August 1914, the House of Commons passed the Defence of the Realm Act
(DORA) without debate. During the war the Act was amended and its scope was
expanded. The Acgave sweeping powers to the Government, including press
censorship over troop movements and criticism of the government itself. Imprisonment
without trial was also introduced. It was also illegal to:

Talk about naval or military matters in public places.

Spread rumours about military matters or take photographs of military bases.
Buy binoculars.

Trespass on railway lines, tunnels and bridges, or loiter near them.

Light bonfires or fly a kite, which might attract enemy aircraft or Zeppelins.
Ring church bis.

Feed bread to animals.

Write with invisible ink.

There were odder prohibitions like whistling for a taxi, in case it was mistaken for an
air raidwarning orbuying brandy or whisky at railway refreshment rooms. Later in the
war there were restrictions on public house opening times, to prevent drunk&nness.

For DORA Surrey was divided into areas, which corresponded to the Petty Sessional
Divisions of the conty. The South Eastern Area covered the parishes of Betchworth,
Buckland, Burstow, Chaldon, Charlwood, Chipstead, Gatton, Horley, Kingswood,
Leigh, Merstham and Nutfield. Within each parish a committee was to be appointed to

80 Durrant Surrey Constabulary 184951 page 27
1 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horagpdthe-defenceof-the-realmact/Laurence Spring
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oversee local anthvasion mesaures.

The minutes and papers of the committee appointed in Horley have stfzmed
provide a very detailed account of the work of the committee in the early years of the
war. George Freeman JP of Pickets was chosen as chairman and Edward Blundell of
the Chequers Hotel appointed secretary. The others committee members were Henry
Webber JP, of EIm Cottage, Bernard W Parson JP, of Hookwood, the Rev. H J Lewis,
vicar of Horley, Walter J Hallett of Oakwood Road, Adolph Brandt of The Chequers
Hotel and the Bv R P E. Cheeseman, vicar of Salfords.

The first meeting of the committee took place on 26 November 1914 at Albert Road
School, but subsequent meetings were held at the Committee Room at the
Constitutional Club, Horley. Lewis, Hallett, Jennings, Bramdt @heeseman were also
special constables within the pari§h.

On the committee meeting at Horley on 3 December 1914 it was agreed to compile a
list of all those who owned cars and bicycles. This was later followed by a census of all
livestock within theparish. The census discovered that 109 people owned 536 vehicles,
ranging from motor cars to horse and carts; Mr Edward Brocklehurst of Kinnersley
Manor had the largest number of vehicles, although what these 17 vehicles were is not
recorded, whereas Rahr d Cook, the fishmonger, had
the butcher had five vehicles. There were also 779 bicycles in Horley at this time,
including 20 bicycles at the cycle shop run by Mr A H Waters and 12 at the cycle shop
in Victoria Road, ownetly T A Wyatt®

The livestock in the parish was recorded as follows: horses (including ponies and asses),
338; sheep, 1,577; cows, 551; pigs, over 756; goats, 2; neat stock etc, 626 (including 1
donkey). In the event of an invasion the special consta#es to divide the animals

into herds of not more than 150 head of cattle and lead them to the designated
rendezvous where another special constable would take charge ¢Pthem.

To enforce these regulations there were 25 special constables dividederparfies

under a committee member, plus an additional 24 special constables, some of whom
were assigned specific duties. Some were in charge of a certain area, for example A S
Jennings, with H Buckle and W J H Church as assistants, were in charg®offtire

Farm area, although both Jennings and Buckle later joined the army. By 2 November
1917 they had been succeeded by C E Wiggins, who was in charge and F Sargeant, E
Gallup and J Bussell were his assist&hts.

2 SHC ref 6296/1/1/390

83 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/key-andthe-defenceof-the-realmact/Laurence Spring
&4 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/hodapdthe-defenceof-the-realmact/Laurence Spring
8 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horagdthe-defenceof-therealmact/Laurence Spring
% www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horagdthe-defenceof-the-realmact/Laurence Spring
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Similar DORA activities to thosendertaken at Horley would be implemented across

the county The Act called for the securing of public property, which might be of use

to an enemy invadeitherefore,on 23 November 1914 a meeting was held at Cecil

Hall, in the Colman Institute, Redhilpt or gani se Surreyo6s reacti
the Realm Act and determine how O0to secur ¢
military in case of hostile invasiono6. It
a hostile force on the south ol east coast that military authority would issue orders

to denude Kent, Sussex and Surrey (possibly not the north portion) of all cattle, sheep

horses, vehicles (both horse and motor), consumable stock suitable for man or beast

and all commodities whicimay be considered of use to an invading force and at the

same time they would cal/l upon civilian | a
to be chosen to tour each parish daily to inspect the cattle and any which that were

found to be unfit to travel are to be destroyed. However, in the event of an enemy

landing, on no account were bridges, railways, electricity and telephone lines to be

destroyed unless permission had been received from the military autHdrities.

The considerations given by local councillors for Horley survive in the county archives
at Woking. Invasion and evacuatimereconsidered at length and complex plans made

to remove people and resources from the enemy. Set places within each parish were to
be chosen where the animals were to gather in the event of an invasion, before they
were sent to a general rendezvous, although it would not be until 16 April 1915 that
Court Lodge Farm was chosen as the collecting place for cattle in the south of Horley
and Petridgewood Farm for those in the north. For sheep the collection point for the
entire parish was Horley Lodge. On 26 October 1915 Greenfields, Meath Green Lane,
was chosen as the collection point for cars and the Cricket Ground for horses and carts
etc. Launders Farm was also chosen as the gathering place for those who were to work
on fortifications etc. If the population of Horley needed to be evacuated then they were
to gather at Salfords School, The Thorns, Victoria Hall, The Kings Head, and the
Chequers Hotel. Boy Scouts were to be used as messengers.

A special constable, with two assistants, was appointed to each of these rendezvous to
oversee the collection points. The Rev Henry Lewis, who had been vicar of Horley
since 1890, along with six asgnts, would be in charge of the population in the event

of an invasion. Other special constables would be in charge of certain sections of roads.

In a bulletin issued by the Divisional or Local Committee to the parish committees, it
stated, Gamoaitrey in Belgiunt were perpetrated by German soldiers when

drunk. It is important therefore, that no intoxicating liquor should be left in any area
Sshould a clearance order to be carried out
that the local coimittees should deal with the disposal of alcohol in the event of a

German landing®

7 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/hodayd-the-defenceof-the-realm-act/Laurence Spring
% www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horagdthe-defenceof-the-realmact/Laurence Spring
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There were no plans being made by the Germans to invade the UK nor was there
intelligence suggesting that such an event could occur in the future. The time was not
howe\er wasted. Such planning activities bound the people into the war effort.

Defence of the Realm Act in 1916

On 21 August 1916 the chairman of the Surrey Emergency Committee, who was based

at Caxton House in Westminster, sent a circular letter to thehpaommittees
informing them that o6in view of the change
necessary that supplies of food and fodder should be destroyed, that live stock should

be destroyed or removed or that the civil population should be redaiftedve their

homes©o. However, it was still the Local E
arrange the removal of horses, motors, vehicles etc; control the voluntary movements

of the civil population; arrange for the supply of spades, pickaxes and totigy

required by the military authorities; and to place at the disposal of the military
authorities persons physically fit to do any work required by them in cases where such
arrangements had hitherto been made by the comnfittees.

After 3 October 191@he Horley Parish Committee did not sit again until 8 January
1919 when it was disbanded. Why they did not sit for such a length of time is not
recorded in the minutes but the rational explanation was there was just no need! It was
at this last meeting ih919 that a letter from the Home Secretary and Lord Lieutenant
was read out to the Committee thanking them for all their hard ®ork.

Women Patrols from 191571

Two separate (and to some extent riv@afanisations of women police were
established during World War 1, in response to the social and moral chaltermes

up by the war.In 1914, the suffragette Miss Margaret Damer Dawson and the journalist

Nina Boyle established the Women Police Volunteers, later the Women Police Service

(and | ater stildl the Womends Auxiliary Ser
Eccleston Square, London, and receisethe support from Metropolitan
PoliceCommissioner Sir Baard Henry. 2

8 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/hordapdthe-defenceof-the-realmact/Laurence Spring

O www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horapdthe-defenceof-the-realmact/Laurence Spring

I Michael Page using as reference reports of Chief Constable to Standing Joint Committee contained in

SHC ref CC98/1/5, H Keatl ey Mmoaonrde tahned OGN eCa tB eWawidc k( 1S
W H Oakl ey, 6Guildford in the Great Wardé (1934) wr
Great War project)

2 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardiafimoralswomenin-the-police/
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Surrey Constabulary First World War Women Patrol

Henryds successor, Sir Nevil Macretedy was |

women police patrols which had been set up by the National Union of Women Workers,
with the encouragement of Scotland Yasith a brief to work among the women and
girls who were coming to London in increasing numbers and congregating around the
army camps, parks, recruiting stations and railway terminals; later in the war the patrols
operated within the munitions factories, concerned to guard the moral welfemenaf

single women, away from home and family avith money in their pockets’?

Both organisations soon spread beyond the Metropolitan Robkeeto other parts of

the country, including Surreyn Reigate and Redhill, Reigate Borough Police area)
women g@trols were workingearly in 1915. An article in the Surrey Mirror of 23
March 1915 defended their worttenying that they were a police force or were
intended to stop soldiers meeting womdrhe patrols, who wore striped armlets and
carried a card sigeby the Head Constable amith a number registered at Scotland
Yard,di d not seek to O6rescue the fallen,

3 https://www.sureyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardiamismoralswomenin-the-police/
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accomplished by patrolling the areas where
soldiers are to bene t A committee, the secretary of which was Jessie Heesom of
Welton House, Redhill, oversaw their work.

‘r

Jessie Heesofd

Similar patrols were established in Weybridge in 19A5.in Reigate and Redhill, they

did not meet with universal approvaA letter printed in the Surrey Herald of 18 June
1915from6 A Weybridge Girl s Brother in Khaki o
pur pose of preventing anyone i n uni form
constitutedda studied tnesgl &.tohbogh pathink it 1
attempt to defend the good name of the Weybridge lasses, | am sure they have no
superior in character or behaviour %in all p

A reply fromé One Who K nne)wdsnéd tha? theatrdlsl were designed to

prevent the sexes from mixing and said that on the contrary a Club had been set up,

which provided a safe environment for dances and sociawards the end of the war,

ata meeting reported in the Herald & July 1918, Sir Francis Champneys praised the

work of the Weybridge patroia countering thelangers posed iyt he f |l apper , th
bet ween 14 and 186, which 6éat that moment

c o u n tChanpneys lamented the spdeof venereal disease and advocated self

4 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardiafimoralswomenin-the-police/
> From Willo Heesom 31 August 2018 to Robert Bartlett
76 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.ukist/guardiansof-moralswomenin-the-police/
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control, parental discipline and knowledge of the catechism. Mrs Macfarlane,
Metropolitan Organiser of Women Patradgjreedvi t h  Sir Franci sé6 di a
problem and assertedtiat t was t o pgrgold teatthe movereentgvaso w i
started. They were preventive agents, ready to help girls and warn them and to be their
friends, thus preventing th®m from hurting

In Guildford, women patrols were established in July 1916, wight operating by

December 1916They had been coached by Winifidle r s ey, of the London
Patrol Committee, and the Surrey Advertiser of 4 December 1916 carried a justification

of their presence inthetowd:our obj ect i s aqudirlsér.e | Wh atto b ef
we want is to create a mor al at mgaxip her e i n
patrol wore an armlet and carried a card signed by Surrey Chief Constabié Sant.

In July 1918 the Guildford Borough Council considered and rejecteay@estion of

the local branch of the National Union of Women Workers that two women police

of ficers should be appointed to the Boroug
grave danger to which the young girls of the town are exposed at the piresegtnd

as a means of securing an improvement in the conduct of members of the public,
particularly in the neighbourhood of the river (Surrey Advertiser, 31 July 1918&).

Council considered that oit is HMmaiforcceasy to
upon which the | aw relies in the | ast res
patrols, seeminglgbandoned by this poirghould be revived

A club was set wup in Godal ming, again on t
Patrol Committee andith the enthusiastic endorsement of General R G E Leckie, the
commanding officer of the Canadian soldiers in Witley Cambhppened in February

1917, occupying the Borough Hall on weekday evenings and the Court Room between

2.30 and 9pm at weekends (By Advertiser, 22 January and 5 February 1953).

March 1918 the Godalming Patrols had ceased to operate though the Surrey Advertiser

of 6 March urged the continuing need: O0The
sees ogling soldiers and invigirtheir attentions are not only a danger to themselves

and the men but they are a danger to their sex generally, for they cheapen woman hood

in the eyes 0of the men in khaki 6.

The Surrey Constabulary experimented with paid women police officers, rdcruite

from the WPS.In December 1918, Chief Constable Sant reported that he had appointed
womenpol i ce 6for the purpose of dealing with
of Frimley, in consequence of the employment of a number of women at the

campsdo The Commandant of Women Police at Eccleston Square had sent four
potentially suitable candidates, and two were taken on, although they had to suffer a

7177 https:/iwww.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardiafimoralswomenin-the-police/
878 https://lwww.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardiafimnoralswomenin-the-police/
979 hitps:/fwww.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardiafimoralswomenin-the-police/
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demotion to work in Surrey, their ranks being lowered ffuryInspector and Sergeant

to Sergeant and Cetable. Sant argued that women constables should be appointed
across the county, déisey would be particularly valuable in watching suicidal female
prisoners and in attending female prisoners while the latez in court and
subsequently escorting thetm prison. Such work generally had to be undertaken

by the wives of serving policemen, who often had to be accompanied by their husbands
6for Safetyo.

However,in March 1919, the Chief Constable reported that as demobilisation of troops
was proceedi, the two policewomen at Frimley were no longer required and had been
laid off. One policewoman continued to work in the Godalming Division, where she
was fully occupied in attending on female prisoners; probably manypsesétutes in

the vicinity of Witley Camp. 8t

In December 1918 Sant reported that 31 women had been prosecuted under Section
40D of the Defence of the Realm Act for continuing their trade while carrying sexually
transmitted disease3wenty-seven of the 31 had been convicted anddzeth received

four months imprisonment. The Chief Const al

27 women had connections with at least 10 different men a week, so that at the end of

four mont hs, no |l ess than 4320 MAMen would h.
Life as a 6Speciald in Surrey

Sources in the Surrey Archives and in local newspapers researched by Marion Edwards
illustrate the varied duties of local Special Constables including their unofficial
activities such as fund raising for locaharities and institutions, and the many
difficulties they encounteretf.

Special Constables were principally appointed to assist the police in carrying out orders

gi ven under t he Defence of t he Real m Act
emergencies arisinfgom air raids and invasion, as well as more prosaic activities such

as enforcing blackout conditions, overseeing rationing and general law
enforcement. Lists of named Special Constables, with their addresses, appear in

various Surrey History Centre (SHCollections, along with detailed correspondence

dealing with their enrolment and managemeiithe recruitment of the Special
Constabulary in Walton on Thames, Hersham and Oatlands is well docuniéiited.

force of volunteers, 140 strong with ages raggrom 23 to 62, was led by Arthur E

Pettit of Burley Lodge, Oatlands Drive, who strove, not particularly successfully, to

8080 hitps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardiafimoralswomenin-the-police/
8181 hitps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardiafimoralswomenin-the-police/
82 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardiafimoralswomenin-the-police/

83 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/specihstablesMarion Edwards
84 SHC ref 9117/box 2
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foster military discipline in its ranks: when exhorting participation in regular drill he

wrote oIt i s s c a hecattdntjon af the fersesaa a whol¢  the a | | t
importance of qualifying as a composite body as rabble against rabble has about an

equal chance, whereas a compact body has evident advantages against a disorganised

mo b 6 . Rel ations wit hheChrreg ConsGloulary toalth bee San't
strained, especially over the question as to what equipment should be supplied to the
specials and Sant is refer®ed to as o6that

Training, while consi der ealkohleequtae hazardoudby s o me
in November 1916, Special Constables and Voluntary Aid Detachment companies had

a narrow escape near Kingston in a thunderstorm, when they were almost hit by tree

falling across tram cables while marching to do their dfiheycleared this and pulled

down another unstable tree in driving ré&in.

The difficulties the O06Specialsb6 encountere
deadlyboringone anonymous O0Special 6 was reported
1915 as considei ng t hat 6even the arrival of a Zc
pl easant changedo if it meant he could esca
wish was perhaps granted in 1916, when the destruction of not one but two Zeppelins

was reported in locahews papers as witnessed by Surre:
Invasion dangers could sometimes be misinterpreted, howesaéer the reported

escape of prisoners of war in 1916, Special Constable R D Hutchings stopped a
speeding car at Horsell Bridge, ontyfind that the irate driver was Francis P Neville,

chauffeur to Mr L Waddington of Easdale, Horsell Common. Assistance to the British
armed forces was another dunt W15,caa army ed out
lieutenant landed his Sopwith biplaneaitield near Stoke Lock, on the River Wey at

Guildford, and was guarded overnight by Special Constallee. authority of the

volunteers did not always go unchallenged: correspondence laments that when asked

to make himself scarce, a garderespondedp | wondét move on for yo
bugger of a sP%®cial policemano.

Special Constable Percy Webb
Perhaps the most fascinating account of life as a Special Constable in Surrey is that of

Percy Webb, who enrolled in the Walton on Thames area in.191# er cy 6s br i
typescript O6The Di verdtiadnkss ooff a hSp edcdii aslc oQnof

night duti es, especially wet ones, his eff
the pressure of other wor kros aamadl tdidev eanbtsuerne
although he does recount his part in organ

85 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/speciahstablesMarion Edwards
86 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/speciahstablesMarion Edwards
87 SHC ref 9117/box 2
88 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/specihstablesMarion Edwards
89 SHC ref 9117/Box 2
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night raidd on Gui®l dford in October 1915.

The Zeppelin passed over Walton and it was thought that it was being signalled to by a

flare fromte gar den of a house O6then in the occu
to be blameless BelgiansYVhile attempting to enforce the blackout, Percy admired

the stoical reaction of a dédcheerdml nbtawker
whatlsayss, i fGt meyittidesy and if they ®Yoesndt, t|

The night destruction of three Zeppelins is described vividly by Webb (although he
admits to having missed witnessing the first, having gone off duty): the third, the
OCuf f ltefyor(drtsehri re) Zeppeliné, he saw 6gl owin
collapsed and stream&d downwards to the ea

A 6small riotdé following the sinking of th
German watchmaker was attacked in Hershsmeported at length by Webb, who

aided the Sergeant of Police at the scene in attempting to persuade the rioters to
disperse.Windows were broken, a policeman knocked unconscious and tempers ran

high and in Percyb6s opi midomosdt tha twemeén vad
sympathised with one, who said 6Why shoul d
93

The O6ésupernatur alnghttimed hprbhvsdedos Wadb, w
occasion heard a 6éghost | yadi anlytofndthagithe pr ec e d i
sound was an echo of his own Ealwmotninppnd hea\
patrols had their compensations: 6l was so
peaceful times one rarely sees the night grow grey and darignes place to form and

colour, till the rim of the sun appears above the horizon, and living nature aviakes.

morning we saw the herons leave Burwood Park in the dawn, and following down to

the river, found one of t & eamightf thaslhhava g o f f
certainly neve¥ seen there beforebd.

Percy closes his account with the words of a woman who, meeting him on a dark night,

said to her startled companion O6Taint a so
wasthat& ompl i ment or not? | would rather have
thus nicely summing up the di ®hotomy of a

9 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/speciahstablesMarion Edwards
91 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/speci@istablesMarion Edwards
92 https://www.sureyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/speea@nstablesMarion Edwards
9 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/specihstablesMarion Edwards
9 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/specihstablesMarion Edwards
9% www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/speaiahstablesMarion Edwards
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Chief Constables Reports

Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary report of September 1914

In July, the Home Office senipeiatewiththaicti ons
Military Aut horities i n any matter I n wh |
Thereafter, a flood of missives arrived by post, telegram and telephone, along with
persmal visits from representatives of the armed forces, with further instructions

regardi ng: action against 6individual s sus¢s
Mani ad by the gener al publ i c) ; guarding r
ralwaylines 6 (although no notification had bee]
troop trains, O0a | arge numberdéd of which we
O0i mpossibled to safeguard all vulnerable p

to hand even augmented with civilian volunteers; application to transfer this duty to
Military Authorities failed dismally until the very end of August); pasting up

mobilization posters; Okeep[ing] an eyed o
forArmyPur chasing Officers; O6aliensd travellir
of committing outrages©o; seizing the motor
garages not to hire cars to same; enforcing the Alien Restriction Order (although no

copyof the Order itself or the O6necessary bo
Proclamation; the protection of telephones and telegraph poles; local billeting of army

personnel (on 8 September the Chiel Const a
troopsat2zhour s® )notciiwve | di sturbances; the enfo

Realm Act (DORA); accommodating prisoners of war; regulations against the keeping

of carrier or 6éhomingd pigeons (wdsbfch wer e
origin) without a permit (Sant decl ared t|
Reservistsdéd registered (county wide number
are included); and the arrest of German Reserffsts.

To add to the officialburdenh er e wer e ci vilian requests fo
protection of post of fices and O&éwater wor k
responsibility of the owners), and reports of bad discipline among newly enlisted army

recruits; inhabitants ofite County made matters worse by
unnecessary and trivial correspondenced an
personally, without waiting for the 1ssue
nearest PJdlice Officero.

twasno wonder that early in August the har a:
scheme for enr ol ment of Speci al Constabl e

9 Written by Marion Edwardhttps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/storp@icemansdot-the-
surreypolice-in-wartimepart1-19141915/
97 Written by Marion Edwardhttps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/storp@licemandot-the-
surey-police-in-wartime part1-19141915/

39


mailto:938at938@gmail.com
https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/
https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/
https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/
https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/

Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com 16 July2022

instructions by a week.

At the end of his 1page report, the chief constable described alletrss 6 onl y a por t
of the work falling on the Police during the present crisis. Innumerable other duties
have had to be carried out but ®%re not of

December 1914 AnnuaReport Chief Constable Reigate BoroughPolice

1914 31 Decembedames Metcalfe to the Watch Committee including a report on the
activities of the Fire Brigade:

The War brought many extra duties to the police, exacerbated by the loss of men on the

Army Reserve list and other volunteers. After war was declared in August police
undertook the role of registering all aliens including Belgian refugees. A further role

was that of Billet Master, finding lodgings for members of the army. The Chief
Constable reported that since war was decl
to the police.

A system of Special Police was organised in August. About 30 such Speitials w

chief and deputy chief were engaged for each night beat. Reluctantly the police again
became Coronerdés Officers following an ap
Committee %

Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 19 December 1914

98 Written by Marion Edwardhttps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/storp@icemansdot-the-
surreypolice-in-wartimepart1-19141915/

99 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December
1914
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Chief ConstableSat 6s report of March 1915

Continuing his report on the war to the Standing Joint Committee, the chief constable
first recorded that all Bel gian refugees i
(total 2106 O0excl us.i them coatihuegpwath detailsa of futherd er 1 6
communi cati ons from the Ho me Of fice wi t h
countenanced6 the formation of 6t own guard
Volunteer Training Corps (which Special Constables may joineesgnised by the

Wa r Oof fice; t he-dipsrpeovseendt i par soofnsdi | lsuspi ci
trespassers from obtaining information regarding local defence works; local billeting

of sol diers (Sant here noted tbBantdewmadds
reported the confusion caused by three separate and independent demands from the
Central Force, the Eastern Command and t he
centr al billeting authorityo),; t heof extensi
aircraft should be made; Police-operation in the military protection of local railways

(although the Home Office had omitted the South Eastern Railway from their list as it

was Onot regarded as i mportanto, fromven t ho
Aldershot and Dover and regularly carried troop trains); the extinguishing of lights
during hours of darkness (conflicting orde
will realise the difficulty experienced by the Police in attempting to keep upowddrs
arriving in such rapid successiond); actio

the county; and the exemption of Special Constables from jury duty.

Sant reported his own communications with 1. The General Officers Commanding, the

2nd Army, he Eastern Command and the Aldershot Command, pointing out that the

6l ntoxicating Liquor (Temporary Restricti
administered satisfactorily with regard to the sale of liquor to soldiers; 2. The War

Of fi ce r eg ad idconsidgeraté drzipgi ol morcars and motorcycles by
military officers 6 (from which several O0sce
of the |l ocal forces complaining of an d6dunex
of pi c k eroumdthepowraof @uiddfora (into part of which Sant nearly rode his

bicycle).

However, at the very end of this report he noted the receipeotral most gratifying

letters from military officers testifying to the valuable assistance which they have
received from the poliag which must have alleviated his irritation to some dedf€e.

Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 07 August 1915

100\Written by Marion Edwardsttps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/storpalicemansdot-the-
surreypolice-in-wartimepart1-19141915/

42


mailto:938at938@gmail.com
https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/
https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/

Robert Bartlett ~ 938at938@gmail.com 16 July2022

FIGATING POLICEMEN.,

Supt. Coleman has recently received let-
ters from several of his men who were
in his force at Dorking when the war

tO

Sergt. Garwood, 1st Bedfordshire Regi-
nen:.'tuys: “1 have at last found time
to drop you a line. We have been
moving and gone down to the south o
France, more or less in the Arras
trict. We are only too plea to get
away from Hill 60, where we endured 36
days of trenches, and each time the Ger-
mans either blew up a tremch or a sap.

This is without being heavily shelled and

grenaded,

Corpl. W. C. Cooke, Royal Army Medi-
cal Corps, writes: 1 ve just
reading a piece in the paper about P.C.
Best, formerly of the Oxted Division,
who waks wounded last March and has
mt been discharged from hospital, He

had rather a bad time, and I hope
be may soon be fit again. 1 see there are
uite a lot of our men who have joined
t Am{ for the duration of the war,
We are having a good long rest out of
action this time, but 1 syppose our artil-
lery isn’t of much use as we stand now.
Perhaps we shall ‘:Q another quick
Yy

come in ver{t:enful. Last week the bat.
t:xluna hed to did some trdnlw.
it was very great sport indeed. e
had to get the battery across the camal,
which was %ontty deep, without bridges
of any sort; horses, guns, waggons, every-
thing had to r through the water. ﬁ
15721 The rune an it through b
o uns waggons
h:d. For bm‘ﬂo could not ."ﬁ: a
rope was fixed up, and they were pulled
across, which was very am as you
can im . We are several miles away
from the firing line, but can still hear the
noise of the guns, awm
there is a te bom t going on;
not a minute ela without & roar of
guns. [ often h that every s of
ours that goes over the German
would wipe about a thousand out. We
should soon begin to the end of the
war t perhaps. eve is no doubt
that Germany is a marvellcus nation to
stand against all the countries as she is
at present. I think sooner or later
though, she will have to give way, and
then we must crush them, or else they
will soon prepare for us again.”

S
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1915 DecemberReigate Borough Police Head Constable reported to the Watch
Committeet h aThe Wdr has made the work of the Clerical and Detective
Departments of the Force very heavy. Considerable investigations and reports
occupying much time and attention have hatldanade to the Home Office, the War
Office, the Competent Military Authorities and other Police Fot2s.

May 1915 Chi ef sRemon Sutrey Gdngabulagyn t 6

This report begins by outlining the effects of the Defence of the Realr(D&RA)

and the Defence of the Realm (Consolidation) Regulations Act with regard to offences
committed against them by both civilian and military persons, before continuing with

details of further communications from both the Home Office and the Army with
instructions including: the placing of all public houses and clubs in the Aldershot area

out of bound for troops until 2pm (O0The ter
reduction of lighting in Guildford and the Borough of Godalming (to be enfdoged

the Police); arrangements for warning factories and other works of the approach of

hostile aircraft so that they can extinguish lights or have them extinguished by cutting

of f power (Sant asked the Committeny to I ma
awakened at say, 2am and informed that an ¢
they appreciate his difficulty in carrying
fact that an airship can tr avarningthecivib 0 mi | e ¢

popul ation of O0threatened bombardmentdo (tw
each other); a bonus of 3 shillings a week for all members of the force; the restriction

of Aliens; the ceoperation of Civil and Military Authoritesid Sani t ary matt er s
movement-AofcobAhti motor carsodé; signs to be ¢
event of bombing; co per ati on of the Police in measu
caused by soldiers absent without leave; and licences foakbhes manufacture of

arms and ammunition (owners of which are to keep sales books, the inspection of which

should be arranged by the Police).

Sant also wrote for clarification as to whether persons holding permits to keep carrier
pigeons should keep themnr 6 | thémeanca e e 6i ved t he O6ambi guous
permit gives the owner the right to either keep or liberate provided the permit is with

the owner at the time.

At the end of this $age report, Sant reiterated the impact of the burden af éxtres

i mposed by the war and carried out in addit
has ceased since the war broke out i1s a f a
recruitment: o1 must , howevemyabiitpwite avour t

101 SCC Archive Centre CC98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915
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my numbers dwindl®ng from day to daybo.
War impacts the Reigate Borough Police

1915 June 21, Head Constable Reigate Borough Police report to Standing Joint
Committee:

Reigate Borough Police Sergeants Watson and Taylor and PC Staeweeihiormed
they had their right to retire on pension withdrawn for the period of the'%ar.

Reigate Borough Police PCs Lawrence, Miles, Morse, Wilkinson, Santer and Foster
were given permission to join the Armi§?

The Head Constable Reig&erough Police was authorised to pay Special Constables
who carry out ordinary police duty 32 shillings a week rising after satisfactory service
to 35 shillings per week®

These figures come from a report of the 31 December 1918 to the Watch Committee:
The establishment of Reigate Borough Police was 40 and strength of 20 with 14 men
in the Army. Officers rgoining the force from the army have to beatéested but their

War service will count towards their pensiti.

1915 9 August: Permission for PCs Hickman and Smith Reigate Borough Police to join
the Army as soon as arrangements could be made for their réfase.

The Chief Constable Reigate Borough Police report to the Watch Committee for 1916
is unfortunately misag from the collection of reports held at the Surrey History Centre.

Chief Constable Santés Report Septe

This report, 19 pages long, includes at the end an extra two pages listing by name Army
Reservists recalled and members of the Police Foncehave enlisted.

Further communications were received from various authorities with instructions
regarding: the enlistment of Belgian subjects aged between 18 and 25 (with trouble

caused by many f or ms being complemed in F
i gnorant d) ; enf orcement of the Aliens Re s
prohibition of the o6liberationdé of pigeons

102\Written by Marion Edwardbttps://wwwsurreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/storyalicemandot-the-
surreypolice-in-wartime part1-19141915/

1033CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915
104 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915
1055CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Boro®plice annual report year end 31 December 1915

106 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1918
107SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915
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pigeons without a permit; the supplying (at short notice) of numbers of Germans,
Austrians, Hungarians and Turks of military age and the number of females

(6di stingubehnngvi Besti oh wi dows 6) i ving
district; lights of various colours on military vehicles (which are permitted to exceed

the speed limit)ydepor t ati on or repatriation of 6al i
military age (the only exceptions being wives of British birth and persons who obtain

official exemptions); amendments to DORA regarding the extinguishing and carrying

of |l ight¢ist @aingnalilingd; the submission of d
suspected enemy firing of factories (Il ater
Special Constables and payments to their widows; the closing of licensed houses in the

vicinity of the Aldershot Training Area (not applicable to officers residing in hotels);

the repatriation of destitute aliens; the prevention of the sale of the 1915 crop of hay by

farmers before its inspection and requisition; the offence of holding commonicati

with a spy; the use of unauthorised uniforms or badges and the unauthorised use of

of ficial documents or &édmarksdé; areas withir
i's to be all owed or disallowed; thng export
the supply of o6éintoxicantsdé to convalescen
Police Stationdé at Witley Camp (to help co
i n the camp by civilian wor kmen; ;todgramte chi ef
this requestd due to his shortage of manpo

Complaints from the Post Office regarding who should pay for the official franking of

envel opes, apparent military di Miitancul t i es
Aut horitiesdé to whom problems should be r
regulations for the sale of alcohol to military personnel were all further unwelcome
distractions.

Due to the large number of constables enlisting, the Chief Constaioie it necessary
to suspend the 6Weekly Rest Daydé6 from 4 Jun
as usual and arrangements made for a monthly resfday.

Chief Constable Santdés Report Novem

The flood of instructions from the Home Office continued, and included: the prevention

of Opersons of enemy antecedents, or wundes
at schools which have been I|icensed for t
enrolment of norcommissioned officers at Witley Camp as Special Constables (no

doubt with regard to the o6pilferingd refer

building new or altering existing factories to manufacture explosives; illicit siggallin
with kites (6the burden of proof that any
|l ies with the wuserd); the registration and

108 \Written by Marbn Edwardsttps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/storp@licemandot-the-
surreypolice-in-wartimepart1-19141915/
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Britain was now at war); further (conflicting) instructions under the new Coatrol

Lights Order regarding the showing of lights (windows and roof areas of factories could

be | eft undarkened if necessary for the ¢
whereas lights in private housestediamst be ¢
make suggestions, the Chief Constable responded with several, although the response

was not as helpful as he desired and his suggestions were ultimately ignored);
arrangements for warning Police of the approach of hostile aircraft (considered

0 Skheytéc by Sant) ; establishing a oO6bonfire s
Corps) to guide aeroplanes at night; and the supply of khaki armlets for those attested

for the Reserves and those discharged as medically unfit.

The Chief Constable also found mecessary to complain on several occasions,

especially of the overwork the war brought to his force. A Zeppelin raid over London

on 13 October (withonecff our se Zeppelin dropping bombs
i ncreasedd t he wo rakd tlehecdssiteof dtaihing m@rmation Sur r e
and supplying returns of anything from stocks of hay to available motor transport,
which &édnecessitate a considerable amount
Constables wer e be t%agd hdidcranmataly receivingblGrt ass 40
Derbybds recruiting |l etter asking what Mo I €
owor king overtime without one word of grum
both married men over 40, had received the lettér).

Annual Report from Chief Constable Reigate Borough Police

191531 December:Annual Report from Chief Constable Reigate Borough Police to
the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe including a report on the activities of the
Fire Brigade!!?

Police Constable 13 Frederick Marks and PC 31 Ernest Didier St Amand resigned to
join the Army112

A Special Branch of the Special Police was formed under two chiefs to give attention
to special matters and they have done some very goodiork

109The writer has been unable to find out what Class 40 conditions were. Lord Derby was the Director
General of Recruiting. Letter 26 October 1915. It is believed that this refers to the recruiting process
when letters were sent followed up by people calleithe homes of eligible recruits and in this case no
account was taken of the exemption of police officers at this stage of the war. Many had however
volunteered and went to the Colours.

110Written by Marion Edwardhbttps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/storp@licemandot-the-
surreypolice-in-wartime part1-19141915/

111SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915
1125CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate BaybuPolice annual report year end 31 December 1915
113SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915
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The Head Constablevas advised to fill the vacancies in the force temporarily, if
possiblefrom the Special Constabulatif

The military authorities were empowered to use the police cells so far as can be
spared-'®
Chief Constable Santdés report May

Report of May 1916 The chief constable began this report by outlining his concerns
over the question of Special Constables who also served in the Volunteer Training
Corps having now to attest, and the resulting clash of duties owed to two different
authorities; he hado far received no reply to his letter asking for assistance from the
Home Office and making suggestions.

However, the Home Office continued to send instructions, this quarter relating to:
changes in procedures for warning factories of hostile aircegfgrting the presence
of hostile aircraft to military authorities (constables were to be issued with cards for

making such reports to O0the nearest Milita
in the county these actually were); the removal of numbestp e s bearing O6OHMS
vehicles and the issue of a O0stencil numbe

Restriction Order regarding their empl oy me
di fficultdé duties of t hotregBtmtion carls; theetg ar di ng
arrangement of areas for air raid warning;
| ocal itiesdé; alterations to the Competent
6Bel gian decreed r equR0rto repprt farlsdérvicanand the Be |l gi ¢
ascertainment of how many of these were in Surrey; the prohibition of meetings where
0there is reason to apprehend that the hol
rise to grave disorder; and watchmen employedHe protection of munitions works

to be appointed as Special Constables.

Il n response to a Oremarkable orderdé from t|
stating that local police, rather than the military, should guard munitions stored at
Chilworth station, Sant sent a letter to the General Officer Commanding the Central

Force, informing him that he only had three regular constables to the 120 soldiers in

the area; the GOC, who had not realised the situation, admitted that the approach had
beenl é6ssa6tand rescinded the order at once.

Other such irritations for the Chief Constable were: 1. A demand from the Sub Aliens
Registration Officer at Weybridge that the police furnish him a weekly return of the
change of address of all persons registéerech us proving himself O6qui
magnitude of the work this would entail 6
Registration Officers were responsible; an

114SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915
1153CC Archive Cette CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915
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should assist the Army Council in tracing mesrlisted under the Military Service Act

who have failed to respond: Sant consider e

duties (explained here in detail) which
onerous6 anMnderstatement .

Surrey Constabulary 73 officers under strength
Special Constabulary

May 1916: Special Constablesere appointed to assist the police as a voluntary, part
time organisation, paid only their expenses, and drawn from all walks of life
individuals who prohbly already had a futime job, or who perhaps had retired. As a
body, Special Constables compensated for the loss of those regular police who had
joined the war effort and added an extra layer of protection during wartime. They had
a key role to play ifocal countefinvasion plans, but they also provided much needed
reinforcement in ensuring that wartime regulations and restrictions imposed on the
civilian population, from rationing to the blackout, were observEte Surrey Mirror

of 12 May 1916 cared a report of the Budget Committee of Surrey County Council at
which it was stated that the Surrey Constabulary was 73 men under strength and could
afford to | ose no more and that o&6if it
magnificent job [we]would not have been able to spare so many officers for
enl i s®'ment 6.

In Surrey, by the end of August 1914, over 150 Special Constables had already been
sworn in, and numbers continued to rise. In the Surrey Times of 15 May 1915 it was
reported tha071 Specials had been enrolled, all over military age and including
members of the peerage in their ranks. This number was revised downwards, however
T on 17 January 1919 it was reported in the Surrey Herald that a total of 1612 Special
Constables had erited during the course of the war. On 26 February 1916, the Surrey
Times and County Express carried an appeal from the Guildford Borough Emergency

Committee for women to join the ranks of

the populationinthes of nati oal emergencyo.
Further demand upon police resources

1916 A local branch of the No Conscription Fellowship was established in Guildford
to counter compulsory military service. Police raided the house of two local officials
and seized litetaur e st atements the publication
the recruiting training or discipline
fined the officials £25 and £106°

116 Marion Edwardsttps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/st@policemandot-the-surreypolice
in-wartimepart2-1916/

17 https:/iwww.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/speciastablesMarion Edwards

118 hitps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/spec@hstablesMarion Edwards

119They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary

49

W i

t

of
of

N

W

I.


mailto:938at938@gmail.com
https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-in-wartime-part-2-1916/
https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-in-wartime-part-2-1916/
https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/
https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/

Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com 16 July2022

1916: The Guildford Watch Committee resolved to grant £10.tddbin Ambulance
towards fitting up a ward in the Congregational Hall for the purpose of receiving
casualties in the event of an air raid. St. John at that time had two motor ambulances
and one horse drawi?

Report of September 191&hief Constable Sant

Instructions from the Home Office continued in full spate and subjects included:
prevention of the spread of &édgroundless rurt

alarming reports having | ately become of

leaflet s6; wunauthorised use of the Red Cross f
the compilation of a |Iist of all aliens at
the commandeering of wool; permies®i §vsamor
considered that this would make it more di
alcohol] beer); the lightening of restrictions on the release of carrier pigeons; no person

to enter Ocertain Military dAreawd h(tud ian ole

(permit books to be issued by Police); the movement of aliens travelling to places

offering them employment (the Police to issue certificates showing that such offers are
genui ne) ; travel passes fofrl io&€kr Caunt Oif 3 @
prohibition of the sale of hay, oat or wheat straw without a licence; the exemption of

kilns from the restriction of lights order; strict regulations and restrictions relating to

the sale of cocaine; and the furnishing of returndl@exbians and Russians between

the ages of 18 and 41 within the jurisdiction of the Surrey Constabulary.

The Chief Constable also reported the rec
Il ntelligence Circul ar on theemwhoOErt rsarbg ley
Il nteresting Intelligence Circular on the
concern to Sant was the continued receipt of notices calling for the enlistment of
married men, al | of which he retcoftheed with
State no more members of my Police Force w
the Recruiting Authoritie$?!

National Motor Volunteers

The Times reported in 1916 o0 AtKi8gstpntoe mber 1:
Thames yesterday two men were summoned by Surrey Constabulary on a charge of

di splaying on a motor car without authorit\
lead to the belief that the car was being used in the service of his Majeaty o
government department. The NMV stood for National Motor Volunteers. Police

120They Guaded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary
121 Marion Edwardshttps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org/story/apolicemandot-the-surreypolice-
in-wartimepart2-1916/
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Sergeant Nash of the Surrey Constabulary said having consulted the relevant authorities
he suggested that the War Office should have an opportunity of considering the case
before the magistrates disposed of it. Mr Bodkin for the defendants said that in the
regulations it was clearly laid down that such a case should first be submitted to the
military authorities in order that they may decide whether it should be dealt with by
cout martial or by a court of summary jurisdiction. It was an astonishing thing that a
summons should first be issued against a member of the Volunteer Association, which
was doing work under War Office direction for using letters issued by the association.
The case was dismiss&d.

Report of December 1916Chief Constable Sant

Continuing the relentless bombardment from the Home Office, information was sent
and instructions delivered regarding: the requirement for production of certificates of
exemption frommilitary service when demanded (the police teoperate with military
authorities); the declaration of Dover as a designated military area; assistance by the
police to excise officers with regard to the Entertainment Tax; the reduction in the
provision d meat and bread under Billeting Regulations; restrictions to shop opening
hours in winter; lamps to be shown at the front and the rear of any group of cattle led
along a highway after sunset or before sunrise; and Home Office disapproval of a
proposal tdillet soldiers on police officers?

Sant took a dim view of O0considerable agit
the number of unmarried police constables retained in the force, who were considered

by oO6persons ignor arnyt tdfe tPhod idcuetdi @ so poeer fed ri mye
A constable having had his certificate of
Local Tribunal meeting in Cobham infuriated the Chief Constable, as did other
examples of such 0i djnsaente detad, @long with hicdwn he des
efforts to avoid such Ounpleasant € agita
forcel?4

A further cause of irritation to the Chief Constable was an Army Council census of all
agricultural holdings of 5 acres or mote ascertain the availability of men for

enlistment. The Police were asked to assist in the distribution and collection of census

forms, of which there were 2247 in total, and Sant desired the Committee to realise just
6how hard t he Paderithatahathhis dutytmight theccardied dutrwith

the necessary despatchd as the for ms, rece
by or soon after 20 Novemb&?.

122The TimesFriday, Sep 01, 1916

123 Marion Edwardshttps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/storp@licemansdot-the-surreypolice-
in-wartimepart2-1916/

124 Marion Edwardshttps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/storp@licemansdot-the-surreypolice-
in-wartimepart2-1916/

125 Marion Edwardsttps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/storpalicemandot-the-surreypolice
in-wartimepart2-1916/
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Policing sustained

1916 Reigate Borough Police (incorporated into the report for 191¥)Apr i | é War
Bonus of 3s per week granted to each membe
Brigade caByedwaenn8obandl|l e aircraft are rej
of calling the -Byoei Bricgqaee ofedisdietionafmd ds | e
the Head Constabled; O0September €é& The Head
every order received of the approach of ho
agreed to be made by the Council to members in HM Forces to be coraswespiired

ééZG

1917 Cooperation with the Military Police had led to a steady reduction of crime within
the Aldershot Command aréd’

1917: The Reigate Borough Police divided in to 11 beats and the Special Police with
a corresponding number of sections poliég.

1917: Reigate Borough Police establishment is 40 but the actual number is 21, 19
short with 13 in the Army-2°

1917 12 Fetuary: Sergeants Taylor and Watson Reigate Borough Police permitted to
retire on pension of £73 and £71 5s 2d respectiviély.

1917Reigate Borough PoliceFé@br uary ¢é War bonus adjourne

be i nvested i n War S a v i NodgfigtherCdepletion flof c at e s 0 ;
manpower | for military service €& War Bonu:
Bonus to the Police ¢é - [gWidling] feroweeksor eachcr eas ed
dependent child, the bonus not to exceed[56 hi | | i ngs] pelwo weekOo;

guineas granted to PC Bryan for extra cler
Constable to require discontinuance of noi
Police and Weights and Measures Department to enforce Food Orders as to grices an

weightsdéd; 6July é Food control corresponder
Committeebo; 0September é Head Constable pr
per week and 1s for each dependent child gr
pad for air raid calls and granted A3 for p
the |l oss of his son on active service €& Ho

6December é War Bonus resolution 4 of Sept
member (except the Head Constable) 2s 6d to his wife and 1s 6d for every child not
over school age or earning substitdtétt

126 hitp://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/reigatmoughpolice-in-the-greatwar/

127They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary

128 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year Bed&thber 1917
1293CC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1917
130SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1917
181SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1917
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By 1918, although the strength of the force was officially still 40, the Reigate Borough
Police had been reduced to 20, as 14 mdidted; one of those enlisted hadjoened
the force and there remained a number of vacahties.

The War and Police Work continues

1917 6 March Chief Constable to his Standing Joint Committee: Allowance to PC

Tri mmer 6s wi f e a servingin Fra;ce.wirstThmmeerhisereceavingny

12/6d a week from the Army and is entitled to the difference between the allowance

and a constablebés pay paid by the Surrey C
back pay of £50.13.10 up to 26 February 19%&7 13/2 per week. Sant was not
sympathetic and it was a considerable sum and he recommended to the Standing Joint
Commi ttee that as the failure was due to
separation allowance he suggested the back pay wasrpgiftom 24 July 1917 when

he notified the policé33 The outcome is not recorded in the report book.

Superintendent Arthur Simmonds

1917 March 11: The Times: Superintendent Arthur Simmonds Surrey Police was
awarded t he Ki n gebvises Rudéredcweingthe waa dnd fér tomg and
meritorious servicé3

132 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/speciahstablesMarion Edwards
138SAC CC98/1/45 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018
134 Defaulters book Nov 186-Jul 191134 Arthur SimmondsNo of appointmen®51
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Superintendent Simmonds KPM
The following letter was received from the Home Office onrkaty 28, 1918

| am directed by the Home Secretary to say that Col Kell CB MI5 War Office
has expressed to him his appreciation of the good work done by the members
of your police force in connection with the numerous inquiries & reports as to
aliens and suspected persof?] persons which have been of the greatest
assistance to him in carrying out the duties of his department, & in particular
has brought to his notice the names of the following officers as having rendered
very useful service

Supt Arthur Simmonds

| am to request t hat you wi || convey t
satisfaction in receiving this account of thewrk & that you will cause a note

to be made in the records of the officers who are named by Ca@éserving

of special commendation

(Note: Colonel Kell was the head of MI5. The police during both world wars had
considerable contact with the Security Service and established departments to
undertake security duties within the county that were madyvarious.)

Report of March 1917from Captain Sant Surrey Constabulary

Requests and instructions from the Home Office and other bodies, including the
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Military, continued to arrive and subjects
licence hade x pi r ed-l itcheens®ex had in fact di scont
procedure to be adopted when manufacturers had neglected to suppress glare from
furnaces at night; the regulation ef the s
observance by Alens of the Al iens Restriction Orde
persons employed in munitions work (to be the same as those supplied to Allied
journalists without the stamp 6Al Il i ed Pres:
opium licences for enufacturers; the forwarding to MI5 of any enquiry from persons

i n ONeutr al Countriesd6 seeking information

the UK (on no account were the Police to reply); the compilation of a return of all

available firewood whin a 10mile radius of Guildford and of persons owning such

wood (this took three weeks to complete a
amount of troubled as the area covered four
of all motor cars andlries in the county; the compilation of a register of all billeting
accommodation in the Weybridge district; the compilation of a return of firearms of 45
calibre 6in stock in my aread (nhone answer
restrictions inthe use of wheat for seed purposes or making flour; the mobilisation of

all officers and men on leave in case of emergency; the forwarding to the War Office

of particulars with regard to Aliens who had served in the armed or police forces, and

those pernited to reside in Prohibited Areas o 6 assi st MI 56, the Chi
requested to obtain 6in as many cases as p:

both in Roman <characters and o6in his own
assistanceot nextof-kin summoned by telegram to visit serving relatives either in the
UK or abroad, not 6in¥®a position to pay th

An order received in December 1916 from the Provost Marshal in France to obtain 200

men from the Provincial Police Forcesctmmplete a force of Mounted Military Police

was another thorn in the Santds side. Howe\
constables enlist and having been informed that his force should not be reduced below

a certain minimum, the Chief Constalktdl managed to release two more men for the

Army. He requested advice on whether this was now a reductiofatcendwas

informed that othe question whether | coul
mysel fé. A furt her twbmenthusweteasedtwbre nofaecepted,t hat 1
Opresumably, because they had not the nece

ride). In February 1917 two more constables received enlistment papers, causing Sant

once more to query the selection critddatermined by age); however, one of the two

constables had given false information as to his age when applying to enter the force,

and was discharged and **ent to join the Ar.

The many requests for compilation of various data was anotheadteatbr the CC,
those for firewood, vehicles and billets ¢

135 SHC refCC98/1/45
136 SHC refCC98/1/45
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Police for the time beingbo; nonethel ess t
firearms. More work was occasioned by daily enquiries after persamaming to
evade military servicé?’

Despite all these trials and tribulations,
from General Sir Archibald Hunter, Commander Aldershot Area, which reported the
decrease in crime hins tihsatatatrreiab vatnedd sé aitn nsgc

€ coperation which our Military Police have received from the Civil Police of the
district [who] have been more t¥®an ready t

Report of May 1917Chief Constable Sant Surrey Constabulary

Further information and instructions from the Home Office were received on subjects
including: regulations dealing with the manufacture of malt for beer, the manufacture

of bread and the use of sugar; the usegbit$ while ploughing at night by motor tractor;

the extinction of street lights; the cleansing of all drinking vessels in licensed premises;
information to be sent to MI5 regarding aliens of Chinese, Japanese, Siamese, Persian

or Egyptian nationality; thérawing down of blinds in railway carriages at night; Easter

closing time in public houses; restrictions on the feeding of game; a Paper Restriction

Order; the compilation of censuses of horses and mules, cattle, sheep and pigs, and
agriculturalimplement§ t he demand that these be compl et
i n as short a time as possibled caused fur
forms were dealt with in about 10 days); t|l
were Ohabhregalkehted by alien enemieso; t he
troops in billets; and the avoidance of wasted food during summer months.

Further withdrawal of exemption certificates from constables by the Godalming Local
Tribunal annoyed the Chiefd@stable, who reported in detail his response. Later he
was to go to the Home Office for a discussion on the subject (reported at length).
However, the return to the police forces of those men classified under medical
categories and not needed by the Ammgy have alleviated his concerns somewhat,
although a later request for the release of men in the police capable of skilled work on
the land must have seemed yet another burden on numbers. Sant did not think it feasible
to grant leave of absence for thisirpose (although he thought it possible that
constables could give assistance in kitchen gardens, allotments or farms in their vicinity
in their spare time), and there were further concerns that any such man who was injured
while working on the land mighose his police pension. At the end of his report Sant

stated that he had received a O0secret | ette
of which he was not permitted to divulge, although he was able to state that it contained
arequestfortheasi st ance of the police to guard mun

13T SHC refCC98/1/45
138 Marion Edwardshttps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/storp@licemansdot-the-surreypolice-

in-wartimepart3-1917/
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employment of such a large number of men that even had my force been at its full
strength, it would not have been possible to accede to the request to which | have
all udedd.

Santrepoged t he receipt of an O6extremely intere
Air Raidsdé6 and also detailed at | ength the
give to the Officer Commanding the Remount Depot at Redhill in his task of purchasing
80horses a week.

The severing of telephone wires near Blackheath e2128pril by persons unknown

caused some excitement, although no suspicious persons were found in the area;
conclusions were that O0some malicichaus or m
rather than a spy, and reasons for this conclusion quoted at #€hgth.

Absentee under the Military Service Act

June 1917: At the Epsom Petty Sessions, on Monday, before Mr B. Braithwaite
(chairman) and other magistrates. Henry Cooper, alwdl gipsy, was charged with

being an absentee under the Military Service Act. Prisoner pleaded guilty. P.S Rose

said at 10pm. on Sunday evening, in company with several of the Bookham Special
Constables, he made a raid on the gipsy encampment on Bookham Common. Prisoner

bolted, but witness managed to catch him, and when he asked him if he could show any
reasonwhy hewasnotn t he army he replied ANo; | sup
now. | am glad you caught me. | have had er
and was remanded*to await an escort. o

1917 September 11: PC Wilkinson Reigate Borough Policeratuigted on his
promotion in the Royal Flying Corgé!

Report of September 1917 Chief Constable Sant Surrey Constabulary

This quarter, requests and information from the Home Office included: new regulations
prohibiting t he usirehireochrsexdda in cerainsiggumstanted; [ pet r
the prohibition of the publication of any new newspaper without a licence; the
prohibition of O6wastef ul and unnecessary |
advertisements, theatre lights and shop ldispights; the declaration of lead in
combination with Oleic Acid o6or other high
poison under the Pharmacy Act (in consequence of the practice of using it to procure
abortion); economy in food for feeding to dd@se regulations for this are quoted at

|l ength with the estimate that -dmllomd consunm

139 Marion Edwardsttps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/storpalicemandot-the-surreypolice
in-wartimepart3-1917/
140 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertisé6 June 1917

141SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1917
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personso) ; pensions for di sabled soldiers;
encouragement of Ot he dceRatswhiledscooragingtie Ho u s e
indiscriminate slaughter of other birds, which are beneficial in devouring insects and

ot her pestsd including the formation of 685
or Arabs as aliens and not alien enemies; the isktalway warrants by the police to

relatives of soldiers in hospital; the police to be informed of gun or bombing practice

and circulate the information to allay public alarm; measures to be taken during a
threatened railway strike (which did not occuhe prevention of treatment of venereal

disease other than by qualified medical practitioners; and the display of posters

prohibiting the shooting of carrier pigeons.

Sant detailed at length the case of Hugo Greef, a registered alien enemy who bought

Duf ol d Far m, Dunsfold (which was c¢close to -t
and to the prohibited area of Sussex), and whose son brought 22 homing pigeons from
Leicester with a permit from the Leicester Police, which appears to have caused some

interest and excitement in the county.

Probably to the Chief Constableds relief,
stated that o6éin view of the pressure of wor
has been in communication with the Army Coundgih a view to steps being taken to

reduce, where possible, the work which the Police are asked to undertake on behalf of

the Militafmy Authoritieso.

Report of December 191 Chief Constable Sant, Surrey Constabulary

Aside from the usual influx of amendments to DORA, information and instructions

from the Home Office continued to flood in and subjects included: assistance to airships

wishing to land; the payment by the polida@wvards of £5 for information leading to

the capture of escaped prisoners of war (to be refunded by MI5); the prohibition of the

sale of dried fruits outside the UK, restrictions to the prices of flour and bread; the
prohibition of the sale by occupies agricultural holdings of horses used for

cultivation without a licence; the reporting of cases of the fraudulent display of notices

by persons claiming to have been disabled by the war in order to enlist the sympathy of

the public (the police were topert every such case to the Home Office); all French

citizens to be repatriated to serve in the French Army or remain and serve in the British

Army; restrictions on petrol; the enforcement of Food Orders; control measures for the

sale and purchase of litesk; and the printing, publishing or distribution of leaflets
relating to the present war or O6the making
the full names and addresses of the author and printer are included. Sant noted at the

end of his report tha, in this quarter alone, he had
orders and amendments.

142 Marion Edwardshttps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/storp@licemandot-the-surreypolice-
in-wartimepart3-1917/
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Demands that Special Constables might take over the duty of guarding General Store

Depot 35 at Horley caused more irritation to Sant, and details of his communications

with the Ministry of Munitions on the matter were given at length. Another cause of
concern was a Osomewhat peremptoryd reques
have O6certai n Ttthahweredoea drawa up by peliceuirr cormettion

with the action to be taken by them in the event of emergénayithin two days
6without faild, even though 61t was | mposs
exactly what particulars they were asked tc
Sant subsguently issued an order reported in form outlining the action to be taken by

Special Constables in the event of a threatened air raid, which he gives in full.

Complaints concerning the behaviour of a number of Russians living in huts at Deepcut,

Frimley, resulted in a letter to the General Officer Commanding at Aldershot (this and

its reply) are also given in full. Sant <co
Russians was allowed to land in this country, eating up the food urgently required by
theimabitantsd and considered the whole situ

The number of investigations by the Police
came as Oquite a revelationdé to the Chief
a we e klsb.noted the many British women married to atieamies andutlined

the procedure to be followed by Police.

Sant noted (with great satisfaction) that |
from whence he came, viz, Carshalton [and] @=unty is now relieved of his
unwel come presence. 0 Groerenfdd,s wsddsn ,e nw hios tweads.

Annual Report Reigate Borough Police

1917 31 December: Annual Report Reigate Borough Police to the Watch Committee

from James Metcalfe including a repoon the activities of the Fire Brigade:
60Constables who have joined the army, whet
the Military Service Acts, cease to be members of the police service, angoaring

the police force should be formally-aitested and should be allowed to reckon their

military service for the purposes of police pension, promotion and advances in the scale

of Yaybd

Under OMi scell aneous Mattersod6 are recorded
Austriaonthe #August 1914 and 6 The Ar mi st i"Mogembeas si gne
and hostilities ceased at 11amob.

143 Marion Edwardsttps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/storpalicemandot-the-surreypolice-
in-wartimepart3-1917/
144SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1917

59


mailto:938at938@gmail.com
https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-in-wartime-part-3-1917/
https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-in-wartime-part-3-1917/

Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com 16 July2022

By 1918, although the strength of the force was officially still 40, Reigate Borough
Police had been reduced to 20. Fourteen men had enlisted of which ongdiaedre

the force and there were 6 vacancies. Apparently, none of those who enlisted were
killed on active duty*®

191831 December: Annual Report Reigate Borough Police to the Watch Committee
from James Metcalfe including a report on the activities of the Figade.

Inspector Bullimore, Sergeants Sturt and Bryan were commended by the Home Office
for work done in conirhection with aliensdé d

1918 Pay Reigate Borough Police:

Inspector £3 5s per week rising annually by 3 shillings to £4
Sergeants: £2 13s a week rising by 1 shilling annually to £2 17s
Constables £2 per week rising by 1 shilling annually to £248s

Surrey Constabulary employed its first policewoman

During 1918 the Surrey Constabulary employed its first policewomamgeasd who
was posted to Farncombe to deal with prostitutes who had moved into the area close to
the army camp at Witley. After the war she left the Force.

Report of March 1918by The Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary

The Chief Constable begais first report of the New Year by declaring that from now

on he would not give details of DORA order
arriving practically every daydé and he had
other instructions were still flabng in, covering subjects including: the relaxation of

|l i quor regulations over the Christmas peri
seditious publicationsd (of which there we
later); Italians returnig to Italy under the Convention concluded between the British

and lItalian Governments; a new system for the issue of air raid warnings by day;
regulations for the use of gas for driving vehicles; alterations to arrangements regarding

the escape and recapte o f prisoners of wa@p e r aptrioopnods a |
between County and Borough Police Forces in connection with matters arising from
Emergency Legislation; the uses to which private and hire cars might be put; and the
protection aecmydasposalt ¥br deght to eart ho.

Two related confidential matters caused the Chief Constable some difficulties this

145 http://www.surreyithegreatwar.org.uk/story/reigab®roughpolice-in-the-greatwar/

146 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 iRate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1918
147 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report end 31 December 1918
148 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/stepplicemandot-the-surreypolice-
in-wartime-part4-1918/
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quarter. The first, arising from conferences between himself and the Competent

Military Authorities of the Aldershot and Eastern Commandsv ol vi ng &écert ai
to be taken by the Military and Police in-operation in the event of an emergency

being decl ar ed, was Oof SO secret a chara
Subsequently, he received a confidential letter from the Hoffiee (the contents of

which he was unable to give in detail) regarding applications by the Police for military

aid in case of disturbance, although he fo
ask for such aid except in cases of absolute nege8sjt i n connection wi
described in detail a riot by railwaymen and employees of Dennis Bros and Drummonds

in Guildford on 2 February, who refused to allow butchers to distribute meat, and
discussed at length what could or should be done in it @ a greater disturbance

with a reduced Police force and without military aid, especially in light of 480 Russian
soldiers (possible 6Bol sheviksd) at Minden

Ot her demands on the Chief Constathe edbs tin
Minister of Nati onal Service to complete t
enemies exempted from internment; 2. The monthly notification of the arrival,

departure or death of all male alien enemies; 3. A request for action from the Local

Food Control Committee regarding food hoarding, in response to which he pointed out

with some asperity that it was their own responsibility to obtain a search warrant and

make a search (although he did promise to allow an officer to accompany‘them).

Men still going to the armed forces

1918 27 April: It is an indication that in April of the year when the war would finally
end, manpower was still short and the police still called up as when Surrey
Constabulary officers from across the county joined theyArm

The eight men were the last eligible single police officers serving in the Surrey
Constabulary. There was one however, a discharged soldier and two over military age.
Police Constables Bord,.Allis, Rose, HQ at Guildford; Edwards, Virginia Water,;
Smeed, Camberley; Wilkinson, Godalming; Freeland, York Town; Turner, Woking;
Fielding, Egham Hythe; Norgate, Englefield Green; Lewis, Fetcham; Bishop, Hogs
back; Hainsworth, Haslemere; C Ellis, Tat$dii White, Minter, Woking; A Ellis
Charlwood; called to the Colours in April 1918. None appear on the force war memorial
so it can be assumed they all survivéd.

It may have been five months from the end of the war but in May there was no
indication hat the war would end that year or any certainty that the Allies would win,

149 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/stepglicemandot-the-surreypolice-
in-wartimepart4-1918/
150 Surrey Advertiser 27 April 1918
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even though the vast amount of manpower and resources were beginning to be deployed
by the United States.

4
3 P

.g’lﬁt BURREY" ToLieky, Braa” R S guan ey 1919.
Surrey Police Squad May 1918 are some of the men who joined ipril 1918
in this photograph?

POLICE JOIN UP,

The followine tmombers  of the Stirrey
Constabalary have been eelowsed for ALV ICe,
asnd joinedg up on Mooday -

Pofim('mmtah!e.s Boand, Rose and A Fllis
“"'.ljl!llﬂrll'l,, ‘;Nlll““‘l‘h. l':l‘“ srds “lf,‘.'"i!t
Water), Sweva (Camberdey), Froolund (York.
town, Wilkihson (Godalnanm, Tuvnor
(Woking). Fielding (Egham Hythe), Norgate
Enelelicld Green), Lawie (Felehiul, Bishion
(Hog's Buck). Hainsworth  [asletiere)  (F
Fllia (Tatatiold), White aud Minter (Wolking),
woedl AL e (CTa Iwood)

Bight of the ahove gre single mon, and
thors are nowy nio sinele g lwrs of thoe force
loft eveopt  one who has been dischargod
from the Army. and those over military age
Two others will join up snortly,

.’- .

-~

Surrey Advertiser 27 April 1918

Report of May 1918: Sant Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary

Subjects of instruction and information this quarter included: the declaration of County

Clare, Ireland, as a Special MilitaArea; an order making it a summary offence for

any woman suffering from venereal disease to solicit or have sex with any member of

HM Forces (for which the Chief Constabl e pr
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the wor ko) ; t h e limaaf tnodps of Allred [Eorces fin the Uls @ti p

present just US Forces, whose own Courts Martial should deal with matters arising);

the procedure to be followed should a discharged soldier wish to be taken on in the

Police Force; the prohibition of the opegiof any new retail trade or business without

a licence; the control of passenger traffic between Great Britain and Ireland by a permit

system (for which application should be made to the police); and no student to be

admi tted to anyebsghaphyof uWirél ass Tredent
(by the police, naturally).

Again, letters from the Home Office caused problems. The first outlined the duties of

the police in case of invasiobbut 1t appeared to the Chief C
anemergency arise, it would appear to me that each Constable will have to be in several

places at one and the same time!! | can only hope that such a contingency may not take

pl ace! ! 6

In response to the second, stating that the Police were to take dvdithiary Aircraft

Observation Posts, the Chief Constable managed to persuade the HO to concede that
Sergeants (who could not just stay at home waiting for a call) were not to neglect their
police work for observat i omutypaitheytimethend t hat
call came, no one was to be bl ®&med for neg

Further irritations included: the O0incredil
regarding the O0miscondu cge@ingaoldiers whichphe opr i et |
Chief Constable considered a o6disgraceful
6Dorking and District Flag Day and War Char
(6No doubt my reply wil | ndothe compilatidn obyetf or e t h
another census of livestock, this time including poutt?y.

Report of September 1918: Chief Constable Sant Surrey Constabulary

Sant began this report by reminding the Chairman of the Standing Joint Committee that

6al | tthfe @upeemanent nature i mposed on the
outd and that all the subjects of instruct
either new or amendments to old ones. They included: permission for the use of lights

in diningrooms and sittings rooms of hotels, inns and boarding houses up to midnight;

the possible protection from military service of members of the Special Constabulary

(the Chief Constable was to forward to the Home Office the names, ages and grades of

any in hs force); alterations to licences for the sale of horses at auctions and fairs; a

new Road Transport Order and the registration of Goods Carrying Vehicles (forms to

be i ssued at Police Stations); provisions

151 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/stepglicemandot-the-surreypolice-
in-wartimepart4-1918/
152 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/stepplicemandot-the-surreypolice-
in-wartimepart4-1918/
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employlent by the Army Council 6; the seizing
list of 147 was supplied); the use of hay and straw for horse transport; the requirement

of American citizens in the UK to either to serve with the US Army or return to the US

(the taking of a census of Americans of military age by the Police was requested), the

same to apply to Greek citizens (who might serve in the British Army); assistance to

the Board of Trade in dealing with desertions of alien seamen and Danes (the Chief

Cost able did not consider that the Police h
or Danes, t heir passports, etc. 06); Czecho:
alliesd6; the movement of alien prisoners o

found wellbehaved and good workers) employed in agricultural and other work; the
discontinuance of the Separation Allowance in cases of immoral army wives; and the
responsibility of the Police to ensure that every alien, without exception, had an Identity
Book. 153

The Home Office persisted in its demand t he
mo me nt night or dayé the Military Aircraft
0free for other duties é men of the Royal
the observation postsdéd; however, this ti me

than to cite parts of the letter, although later in the report he considered that as the
manning of the observation posts was obviously a military duty, it shouldfoerped
by the Volunteer Defence Corps.

He dealt sympathetically with two requests. The first, from the Assistant Provost

Mar s hal at Al dershot, asked that the polic
ejected from military camps, could defy himtogvelling on roads passing through the

camps, over which he had no jurisdiction; this was acceded to by the Chief Constable,

who also wrote recommending that camp byelaws be extended to those roads. The
second, from the Ministry of National Service, agkthat the Chief Constable allow

the police to assist in the gathering of ¢ttt
al so dealt with promptly, and Sant receivVve
Police came to the aid of the farmerso.

The Assistant Provost Marshal at Aldershot also made the welcome suggestion that the

Military Authorities might aid the Chief Constable in the conveyance to Holloway (via
Godalming and the Guildford Petty Sessions) of prostitutes apprehended by the Police

in the neighbourhood of the camp at Witley by providing a vehicle for the purpose, for

which the Chief Constable might apply officially; however, the eventual reply received

from the Surplus Property Disposal eBoard me
an offer for any vehicle which might suit |

Sant noted the receipt of an oOextremely

153 Marion Edward https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/storgtdicemandot-the-surreypolice-
in-wartimepart4-1918/
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concerning German Aeroplane Bombs, but not e
not be communmirctadeidvwed AWere Ocertain seale
Of fice, with instructions OOnot to open the
So00.

The case of the alien enemy Andre von Drumreicher, who had served in the German
cavalry and subsequently the Egyptian Civil Service, and who had now come to

England from Egypt, was described in detail; with some amazement, Sant noted that he

was O6for some inexplicable reasond release
is now residing at Farnhat?!

Repot of November 1918 The Chief Constable used this short report to discuss his
meeting in October with a deputation of members of the Surrey Constabulary over rates
of pay; the 6deplorabl e, and disgraceful 6 N

......

Camberley Spécial Constables on Armiétice Dalp
Report November/ December 1918 he Chief Constable Captain Sant

On 11 November 1918, the final armistice was signed and the guns were at last silenced.
Eighteen Surrey Police Officers (includiBgproughs) paid for peace with their lives.

The chief constable prepared a full report
war years with a view to helping plan a coordinated police response in the event of any

Aéf ut ur e propleticévords inded.

Addendum Report: Captain Sant first reported a decrease in the number of duties the
police had been called upon to perform in connection with the war. Continuing with the

154 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/stepglicemansdot-the-surreypolice-
in-wartimepart4-1918/
155SHC ref 9152/2/2/4/1b
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case of one Louisa Frost, the maid of Lady Stanley (who lived at Furze Hilligit)

and the wife of an interned Ger man, whom I
vicinity of the camps at Pirbrighto to the
subjects demanding his attention, including: the inclusion of all Spanish andtRese

Jews in the class of Turkish Subjects; identification marks on military vehicles; the
enforcement of regulations preventing the shooting of carrier pigeons (as it was legal

for a farmer to shoot any pigeon alighting on his land and several hadsdjnthe

withdrawal of posters issued in October regarding cattle feed stuffs and the supply of

new ones; the regularisation of arrangements regarding the exemption of police eligible

for military service from enlistment; the supply of information toNhmistry of Food

regarding the addresses, members and purpose of registered clubs; the compilation of

a 6complete censusd of alll horses, mules a
the sl aughter of horses f deshwhichasdunfi{farl t 1 s i
food may be sold for human consumptiond) ;
and absentees from the Royal Navy; arrangements for Belgian refugees to remain in

their present places and not to go to London or ports for repatrien (6 | anticipi
the duty of carrying out t hesiwitlaabvioash ge ment
relief T authorising the ringing of church bells and the use of fireworks and bonfires

upon the O6welcome inforematsioggndd alby a@e ramam
cancelling all DORA regulations. At the very end of this last wartime report, the Chief
Constable quoted from a |l etter received froc

like to take this opportunity of thanking you foethntiring and willing help which you
have given to the Department in the past and | need hardly say how helpful this
assistanc® has beend.

In October, the Chief Constable was asked to give evidence before a Committee dealing
with DORA regulations on pstitutes, but he felt that the best evidence they could
obtain would be that of one Superintendent Jennings of the Godalming Division and
the Assistant Provost Marshal of Witley Camp, both of whom have seen the

6i ndescribably f il tedhgresewenmldasty symptoins) ofls@me e n u me
of the 31 women so far prosecuted. The prc
appoint ment of OWomen Constabl esd, and t he
speci al report dated 5 D&cewmbich 18&8croinb eb

formation, eligibility and duties in detdit’

Disgruntled police officers

Sant was enlightened enough to recognise that the police, with many of them-now ex
servicemen were unwilling to accept the petty tyranny of police maregdrefore the
war. In 1919 on March 11 before the coming of the Federation there was a recognition

156 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/stepglicemansdot-the-surreypolice-
in-wartimepart4-1918/
157 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/stepglicemansdot-the-surreypolice-
in-wartimepart4-1918/
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post war that there needed to be some form of safety valve for the men who were more
reluctant to accept the style of police management before the wagy $ad changed
and officers did no take part in strike action but these were potentially dangerous times.
The chief constable in General Order 630 established a Board. One officer and one
constable were to be elected annually by ballot of the officersand respectively, in
each division. There would be opportunities for discussion of matters concerned with
the conditions of service will be given on each pay day. Should any subject be brought
forward or a vote in favour of it be arrived at in any divisisuch subject shall be put
before all other divisions for their discussion and a vote taken on it. Should a majority
of the whole force be in favour of it, it will then be brought before the chief constable
at the ensuing conferences, and other mattaishwhave been brought up by divisions
and agreed to by a majority of the members of the force will be dealt with at the
conference.

Special Constables might be dispensed with

1919 20 May Chief Constable to the Standing Joint Committee: | think thatrtbe
has now arrived when the services of the Special Constables might be dispens&d with.

Men were returning or recruits were being appointed with 252 constables in May 1919
and 306 in September 1919 from the low point of 205 in 1917. Durant wroteif%il
history of the Surrey Constabulary that sixteen men were wounded, three of who were
permanently incapacitated and fifteen killed. To be added to this were the men of the
Reigate Borough Police and Guildford Borough Police who lost three men killed.

1919 Learning points of the war from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary

1919 undated but just after the end of the war a report from Captain Sant on learning

points from policing the First World Waithe major points are: Surrey was an

unrestricted area and being close to the Metropolis received an influx of refugees at

times of anticipated air raids. These refugees were for the most part from the east of

London and mainly consisted of aliens manywsfom were undesirable characters.

They arrived in trainloads and got off where they liked causing considerable difficulties

and annoyance in the districts where fAthey
found for them wit ho u tcitiesaviewofraionimdandthet he f e e
scarcity of food were much taxed and special arrangements had to be made with the
rationing authorities. o Occasionally all t|
house undesirable refugees an in any future praparations should be made

beforehand to deal with it. One suggestion was that railway companies should be
prohibited from bringing refugees down without consultation with authorities of the

districts to which they bring them. Locations outside Londatakle for receiving

refugees should be agreed beforehand and they should not be taken to any other place.

158 SAC CC98/1/45 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018

67


mailto:938at938@gmail.com

Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com 16 July2022

It was accepted that this would not deal with those that arrived by motorcar of which
there were many.

Surrey was in the danger zone and on anysiovaroute and arrangements had to be
made to deal with the receipt and passing on of inhabitants, cattle, implements etc. from
Sussex but also to arrange for the evacuation of the county itself. In order to carry out
these duties a force of four thous&yukcial Constables was raised in addition to those

on ordinary duty. These Special Constables were earmarked for defence of the realm
duties only and did no other work of a police nature--- The main requisite was to
collect all persons, cattle, matdretc., and move them by routes other than the main
roads so as to leave the latter free for military use:---- In villages Special
Constables were detailed for the various duties, some in connection with the removal
of inhabitants, others for cadfletc., everything required to be moved being dealt with

by the requisite numbers of Special Constables. Others were detailed to keep order
along the various routes selected and some were in place at every junction of the main
roads to hold up refugeesnecessaryto keep the roads clear for the military. The
rendezvous for all cattle, etc., was Richmond Park.

There was much guarding of key and vulnerable points, which seem to have not been
considered by the authorities in the move to war. Much ofithgsdone by the Special
Constabulary or unarmed policemen

The providing of billets for military authorities was another great tax upon the police,
fifteen thousand found in the first winter of the war. The troops arrived ignorant of

everythingand hadtbe fAspoon fedo. The spy and si

public became infected proved a source of continual trouble and the public was a perfect
nuisance. Every Defence of the Realm Regulation added to already onerous duties of
the police and the influof aliens from restricted areas and their supervision also caused

a great deal of work. The correspondence became colossal.

| was very hard pressed all over the county to allow notice to be given of air raids. This
| refused to do with the result thaistead of sitting up all night in fear the inhabitants
slept comfortably in their beds and only learnt of the raids by reading the papers next
morning. The police and special constables were given full instructions as to their duties
should bombs be dropgén their vicinity and that | held was sufficient.

Being an unrestricted area Surrey experienced an influx of Belgian refugees who came
in large numbers without warning and were distributed across the county. The time of
the police was much occupiedfinding and registering them.

At the busiest time in the War a census of all agricultural implements was urgently
called for. It can be imagined what the distribution and collection of two thousand two
hundred and fifty forms meant in the way of work floe police. Then there was the

requisitioning of horses of which many thousands were obtained in this county.
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Countless returns were called for from time to time and when considering the
preparations to be made in the event of another war as many afribses as possible
should be foreseen and dealt with beforeh&hd.

F THE MEMBERYS
OF THE
CONSTABULARY

IN THE.GREAT WAF

Placed at police headquarters Mount Browne The Surrey Constabulary War
memorial to those killed during the First World War. See below for Guildford
Borough Police.

159 5CC Archives CC98/72 undated

69


mailto:938at938@gmail.com

Robert Bartlett

938at938@gmail.com 16 July2022

N MEMORY OF THE MEMBE]
GUILDFORD BOROUGH |
VJHO FELL IN THE GREAT
1914 ~ 1918

14 WILLIAM GEORGE DE
DSTREAM GUARDS - 14.(

20 SIDNEY CHARLES M

OTS GUARDS - 02.11.1
23 HENRY JOHN GASCOYN
LDSTREAM GUARDS - 01.01

lowing the destiny allotted t

[ED BY THEIR COMR

From Christian Duckett, Ceremonial Association of Surrey Policewho in 2018
are correcting a failure of many generations by adding the men of the Guildford
Borough Police to the Surrey Constabulary war memorial.
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Robert Reginald Lawrence Reigate Borough Police died as a result of illness
caught whilst serving in France. Meritorious Service medal Mentioned twice in
despatches

1919 April 11: Surrey Mirror: Police War Record : The Chief Constable in a report

to the Standing Joint Committee stated th@tconstables who had been serving in the
army had returned to their duties. The following constables had been decorated for their
services: Walter Tuppen DCM; Thomas Runnegar MM; Henry Brand MM.

The following contables had been wounded: W Stevens, WH Duke, W Tuppen, W
Hall, G Abdy, JR Butterfield, G Knight, WH Head, J Sawyer, JA Hancock, P Claxton,

C Andrews, A Pease.

The following had been permanently incapacitated through wounds: PCs C Farrow, G
Moore, P Best.
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As far as we know the undermentioned have been killed or died on service: PC H
Bullen, C Childs, H Wise, W Paine, W Avenell, E Brattle, H Noakes, J Freemantle, T
Fremantle, N Smithers, D Russell, AE Warrell

191931 December: Reigate Borough Police Annu&eport to the Watch
Committee

At the end of 1919 over a year from the end of the J@anes Metcalfe submitted his
Annual Report to the Watch Committee, Reigate Borough Police, which included a
section on the activities of the Fire Brigad® Establishmat 40 actual strength 35

The War is over but not its consequences

The horrific war ended and men who were fit enough drifted back to their police forces
to pick up the pieces of their interrupted lives. Many police officers across the country
lost ther lives, many were awarded high gallantry medals and great many were
physically and no doubt mentally injured taking a great time to recover, if they did.

But one thing being a police officer shows about life is it goes on regardless of personal
tragedy.The sun comes up and another day starts bringing with it more trials and
tribulations for police officers and those they serve.

The police forces were never the same with strikes and much ill feeling leading to the
establishment of the Police Federatiavhich for generations spoke well for their
members and avoided the repeat of the 1919 industrial action. However, the Victorian
methods of policing continued. Little changed until the late 1960s.

160 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report end 31 December 1919
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Someof Those Who Servedn Surrey Police Forces
and the Military

MEMBERS OF SURREY CONSTABULARY SERVING IN MILITARY POLICE CORPMS, 1085
Mt oo B L . . A o

— Lo Wom - s

Members of the Surrey Constabulary serving in the Military Police Corps 1915
161162

Runnegar MM, Bridger, PeeGaker Medaille d'Honneur with bronze sworddudd,
Ryall, West, Sergeant Majdgsibson(not Surrey Castabulary),;Tanner Medaille
d'Honneur with bronze swordSmitherg(KIA) Tassell

Richard Callagha the Military Police museum curator wrote on the 26 November
2 0 2 Bquadidn Sgt Major James Gibson, born in Ballyalton, Newtonards, Co Down
is the mostikely candidate. He first enlisted into the Army asy&hrold groom in
1900. He transferred from th&l5ancers No 5388 orfiOctober 1904 into the Military
Mounted Police No 580. It looks as if he spent a large amount of time from 1911 in
Egypt (marryng there in 1912). His Ehtion inDespatchesn 1917 and Mritorious
Service Medain 1918 are both for service thdtes believed that there were about 50
Surrey Constabulary officers in the Military Police during Bmst World Waro

The combined Isses of those killetom the threepolice forcesof Surrey vas 19 in
the First World Wawvith 22 who diedin the Second World War.

161 hitps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/surceystabularyin-the-first-world-war/
162 Surrey History Centr®eference9152/1/5/4September 1915 First World War Surrey Constabulary
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PC John (Jack) Alfred Ashcroft
Surrey Constabulary
Sussex RegimenEurope and Far East

~
-

This photograph was taken inShere in 1955. Believed to be PC Bill Carey but
the photograph is a representation of how John would have worked.

Timeline

Sylvia Fox, historian @ Battalion, Sussex Regiment and Dee Hutchinson, Secretary
Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum. (Surrey Constabulary not accessible during
pandemic)

1. Born31 December 191 the Guildford area.

2. 1 October 1936, enlists in Territorial Army, No. 2604744

3. 1/5th Battalion Queens West Surrey Regiment Annual Camp in 1939 using the
above Regt number 2604744
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........

Surrey Advertiser Wednesday 28 June 1938hich makes it very unlikely
John was in the police prior to the Second World War

5. Called to the colours®1Septembe1939, the day Germany invaded Poland.
Serving with #/5" Queens Royal West Surrey Regiment. (QRWS)

6. QRWS join BEF, deployed to Belgium and France. Ashcroft was evacuated
probably via Dunkirk

7. On return to the UK posted to the Infantry Training Centreveamsldischarged
on 16 June 1940 which is just after tifeBattalion returned As he was
di scharged under Kingds Regulation 383(.
i nvali ded out of military service as fu

8. Unknown date, believed to havejoened QRWS, presumably now recovered.
New Army No issued 6087027.

9. The 1/5th Surrey returned from Italy around December 1943 so if he had
stayed with 1/5th on the 11 June 1944 he would have landed in Normandy. It
would appear that during Rest and Recuperation and training and getting ready
for Normandy landings Ashcroft moved to the Royal Sussex.

10.11 June 1944, Ashcroft transfers tbRoyal Sussex, part of 8@ivision,
who were then in Shillong, India

11.In India and thelBurma with his Regiment which saw action in the Arakan
and at Imphal.

12.Promoted to Sergeant on unknown date.

13.With 9" Royal Sussex is flown in from Ledo by Dakota to the Northern
Combat Area of Burma. Lands at Myitkyina airstrip, the town itselflsgihg
occupied by the Japanese.

14.Takes part in the advance through Northern Burma, following the railway
corridor south.

15. October 1944 promoted Company Quartermaster Sergeant (CQMS.)

16. The Battalion reaches Mandalay and is relieved by other units. In May 1945
the men fly back to India to recuperate and regroup, pending next deployment.

17.May 1945, CQMS Ashcroft moves to Support Coy, following a
reorganisation. Even a CQMS would have been digging trenches, taking
supplies and water to frontline, loading muled &ring bombed and shot at.

All of the 9th marched on foot through hostile territory. HQ was often a tent

and supplies were dropped by air, often missing drop zone, sinking into soft
ground or falling into enemy hatnds. Qu a
least until they returned to India for regrouping.

18.39 July 1945 is promoted to CSM, "HQ" Coy.
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19. Throughout July, regularly performing duties as Battalion CSM

20.The 9" remain in India until VJ Day, then at the end of August take part in
Operation ZipperThey board ships at Cochin, and sail in convoy to Malaya.
Using landingecraft, they arrive on shore, early in September, uncertain of
their welcome.

21.In Malaya, based at Fort Butterworth, near Penang, assist with surrender of
Japanese troops, and provaeurity whilst Malaya is returned to a civilian
administration.

22.Sergeant Ashworth was entitled to add the Burma Star to his rack of medals.

23.Last entries in War Diaries record CSM Ashcroft playing cricket for the
Battalion, against an RAF Team, Novembe43.A CQMS is a Company
Quartermaster Sergeant. Equivalent rank Colour Sgt/ Staff Sergeant. This
means he worked in the stores for his company obtaining supplies and keeping
the rank and file supplied. So not a frontline soldworks away from the
frontline and would be in Company HQ.

24.Late 45 or early 1946, returns to UK. TH&Royal Sussex was disbanded the
same year. Men not due for demob were transferred to other Regiments.

25.As a specialist quartermaster in the Royal Sussex right up to 19%ihe
value to the Royal Army Ordnance Corp where he transferred for post war
tidy up. He left the Army as a Company Sergeant Major.

26.The Surrey Regimental entry for John shows he enlisted on 1 October 1936
into the TA. The Long Service Medal joining TA in3®and still serving
after 1945 then the service for this medal was doubled up during the War. So
original 12 years and this would become six years and would be awarded.
Also found that served Royal Sussex to 1946 and then-194® RAOC
before demobBy then he was entitled to the T.A Long Service and Good
Conduct Medal, the War Medal and 1939/45 Star.

27.Married Q4 1946 Mary A Hawksbee.

28.Joined Surrey Constabulary about 1949. Due to pandemic there is no access to
files at the record office, but it is thoughe served in Guildford then on the
rural section at Shere before becoming a Scenes of Crime Officer based at
Godalming. His regular army service would have counted towards his police
pension

29.Lived +- 1950/1951 in a flat with six others at 76a North &tr&uildford:
John, Lucy E, Mary Ashcroft, plus Nellie Basses, Doris/Norman Shail. The
latter two moved out in 1951

30. Albury History Society Wood Lodge (Police Cottage) Mr and Mrs Jack
Ashcroft and daughter Diane. Mr Ashcroft was the local policeman and the
cottage was also tenanted to the police in 1911 census. Voters List April 1985
262b 2030 living in Wood Lodge, Sherbourne, Albury

31.Died Q3 1999 at Guildford age 80

The above has been drawn up from the sources below, and certain assumptions have
been made. In particular, that the J. Ashcroft who went to France with BEF was the
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same man who fmined his Regiment later in the war and whilst serving with them in
the FarEast, transferred td"Royal Sussex. Although the movements of th&@yal
Sussex are well documented, injury and illness inevitably remove soldiers from active
duty from time to time, so individuals may not have been present in all engagements
with the enemy.

Sources

Office of National Statistics.

The Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum

Records of Queens Royal West Surrey Rgtw.queensroyalsurreys.org.uk

Not Forgetting the 9, The War Diaries of Cyril Grimes 1944 & 1945.

TimeBox Pressvww.timeboxpress.com

5. The Burma Star Association, Membership
Recordswww.burmastarmemorial.org

6. The War Diaries of the"™Royal Sussex Regimert944 WO 172/4921 and
1945 WO172/7666

7. Voters List April 85 262b 2030-Wood Lodge Sherbourne, Albury
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A COUNTY OF SURREY

g.'m".mv ..c_omthnncyv .+ .. .. DORKING
romm% @8RS G L ALBURY (HH)
Division or Ward N N SSEATRORY
Oeunty ﬁheconl Division .. . SHERE

REGISTER OF ELECTORS

(Qualifying date, 10th October, 1954)
IN FORCE léth FEBRUARY, 1955, to I15th FEBRUARY, 1956

{ printed before 2 name l-‘b-u chat the Bleccor will be enticled Elections October,
"".‘-E priated belore -n-lnianl the Elector is N:‘r nh:‘ P S S
. i w in
L ‘w--mmmmnmauwu muﬂ:“mlum.:::‘gum.g~- llo:w‘u. or 3t of
L e
J prioted dlier Bleczor’s rame ladicaces latility for service as jwror.
County Hall, W. W. RUFF,
Kingston-upon-Thames, 15th February, 1955, Electoral Registration Officer,
oo, Name bt Aoem e Hume and Addren
1 Adams, John, The Green Caravas, Ponds Lane, 39 Bmd Mnurul. West View, Farley Green
Sheze = 40 .. 6 Boundary Cots., Chilworth
2 Adams, Rachel I E. U, Disco, Waterkoo Field, :; Buhulb:hp“.ﬁrhyuw
Barber, rtha E.. & Bou Cots.. Chilworth
3 Allea, Chares J., Yew Tree Cot., Farley Groen 43 Barker, Brian W., The m";he
4 Alastair B, Farley Green Farm 44 Barker, Flocence R, The Thesue«
s ley Farm—J 45 Barker, R F.mm“’ﬁe
6 Y—Anderson, lan R., Farley Green Farm, Fatlkey 46 Barker, R T.. The Forge, Mbuy St
. Gireen habdN Farley — :; Barker, Walter E., The Forge, The
Anderson. al Green Baroett, Harry, Cama Nr. Ch«lymn Brook,
§  Andrews, Irene The White Cottage, Shophouse Poads Lane, Shere
Lane, Farley Gma 49  Barnctt, Mary, Caravan, Nr. Chorrymans Brook.
9 Andrews, Jennifer M.. The White Cottage, Shophouse Ponds Lane, Shere
Lane, Farley Green 1 50 Barr, Agnes M., Sherborne Farm
10 Andrews, John B, The White Cottage, Shopbouse 51 Barr, James, Sherborme Farm—J
Lane, Farley Green—J 52 Barrctt. Emaly, Flat, Five Oaks, Shophouse Lase,
11 Annett, Barbara J_ Brook Fa; Groen
12 Ansell, Clara E., Water 53 Bacth, (Lady) 1da R., Bank Top
13 Ansell, Ellen, Rectory 54 mnku. Jessie C.. 3 Kings Field
14 Amsell, Ethel, Brightsands, Heath 55 Bartlett, Percy A., 3 Kings Field
15 Ansell, Harry B.. Brightsands, Heath 56 Bass, Amelia E., Water Lane Cot.
16 YS—Ansell, John W, Brightsands, Albury Heath 57 Bass, Daniel D.. ‘Water Lane Cot,
17  Ansell, Thomas, Water Lane ’ 58 Bates, Emma M. L., Weston Square
18 Archer, Elsie M., Smolcic, Waterloo Fields, Chitworth 9 &mWﬂhnWqueam
19 Aries, Gertrude A., Albury House, Albury St. 60 Beagley. Fredrick. Albury Village
20 Arrow, Arther J,, Caravan, The Bungalow, Row 61 Beart, Francis L., Brook Lodge Cot., Brook
Lane, Shere 62  Beart, Margaret K . Brook Cot,, Brook
21 Arrow, Daisy E.. Won-Wron, Brook 63 Beddoed, Beryl P.. Rowgar phousc Lane,
22 Arrow, Edith M., Rose Cott,, Hurtwood, Shere Fatley Groen
23 Arrow, George, Rose Cott E ' 64 Brian K., Brook
24 Y—Arrow, Lillian B.. Caravan, The Busgalow, Row 65 Bedfocd. Leshe P. F.. Rowgarth, Shopbouse Lane—J
Lane, Shere S DI B St Cones. Skopk ne
25  Arrow, Virginia J. M., Farky Lodge, Farley Green , Emily, Lockhurst Corner, Shophouse Lane
g M:mxm% 4 68 Bell, Stanky R., Lockhurst Comer, Shoph
2 Atfield, Albm.! Brook 69 Bennett, Isabel B White Cot.. Newlands Corner
29  Atficld, Florence F., Brook Guild
30 Avery, Frank, 1 Heath End\buk Loadon 70 Bortoghio, Edith E. Thatch Cott, Farky Green
31 Avery, S.. 1 Heath End. Little London 71 Bertoglio, Victor 1., Thatch Cot., l-‘nrley Green—J
32 Ayking. Anther C., Cherrymans, Farley Green 72 Bestwick, Doris L.,
33 Ayhing, P.. Cherrymans, Farley Green 73 Bickeell, Gilbert, Brook an—J
Ayhing. Doris M., Chm{.nuns Farley Green 74 Bicksell, Muriel F., Brook Farm
35 hc. nne. Hi il Newlands Corser. 75 Birch, Audrey 1., West Chart, Hurtwood, Shere
BakuQﬂHllvlew Waterloo Field, Chilworth ishop, Dorothy M., Dingley urtwood, Shere
;g Baker, Doris ll..ihlvlew.anboMChﬂmh 78 Bishop, Ed\nju Dingley Dell, Hurtwood. Shere
38 Buker, Rose H.. 2 Guildford Lape 79 Bishop, Phyllu M. A £ Westonfield
Printed by Love & Malcomson, Lid, Redhif, Surmey, for the Electoral Registration Officer of Seerey,
Contract Codde 2351 L3

The electoral roll confirms his living +1953 1961 at Police Cottages, Shere.
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Form of applicazion for membarship of the (G |
BURMA STAR ASSOCIATION S$

| hereby wish to apply for membership of the Burma
Star Assotistion.

| am enutied to wear the Burma Star {or, alrernavively.
the Pacific Star with clisp, "Burma”™), having served with

W A Gu Lalloklie,. Leyal
M Pl f

My rank WlS/é /”/
and | hold (a.m«mom;/?ﬂ/lf(ﬂv 5«««»4’6‘1
Befes sl Rt s el T g i

Flease send to me full particulars of the nearest Branch,
and kindly forward my name and address to the Hranch
Secretary.

{Picase compicte 'n BLOCK LETTERS)

Surpame As“’c'eopr S o
Christian Names “%HN ﬂLF'eFD

Address (ta which all communicstions will be sent)

CounNTY Pories /;‘oe/S(
DoRKING (oﬁo A LBURY,
Ne k'l//LDFO(D SURREY

Bl /&/9 s .s.ﬂ,%méw aa@f«
—_— =  —

Burma Star Application 1955
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Police Constable 55 William Avenall
Surrey Constabulary
1Battalion, The Queenodts (Royal W
Died of Wounds aged 28 January 1916
Father of six children

PC Avenall served as Privat#8495 of thel*Bat t al i on, The Queenods
Surrey) Regt. He died aged 29 and was gsbe of Edmond and Ada Avenall, of

Bramley, Guildford and the husband of Alice Avenall, of Normandy Village,
Guildford. He is burieth Woburn Abbey Cemetery, Cuinchiye enlisted at Guildford.

Age 24

Height 56 110
Complexion Pale

Hair Dark Brown
Eyes Brown
Birthplace Gomshall

Surrey Constable Dial of Wounds

Amongst the Reservists who were called up when the war broke olr@vE¥dilliam
Avenall Surrey County Constabulary who was for a considerable time stationed at
Bletchingly before going to Normandy, near Guildford. He belonged tosttirogal

We s t Surrey regiment (The Queends) and wer
famous battle for Mons and other engagements. Then he fell with an attack of
rheumatism. He was in hospital and subsequently returned to England. After his
recovery he had to #jein his battalion at the front, and continued to take part in the
heavy fighing until he was wounded recently. He succumbed to his wounds on January
17", Avenall had many friends in Bletchingly and Godstone and they will be sorry to
hear of his death. He was a native of Bramley near Guildford. He had been in the Surrey
Constabuley nearly 5% years and leaves a wife and six chiléften.

William Avenall joined the Surrey Constabulary ori"f&eptember 1910 aged 24, and
was sworn irbefore H. A. Powell and R. L. Briscoe at Guildford ort"eptember

1910. His appointment number wis70 and his collar number 55. At the time of his
appointment he gave his trade as Soldier having served with the Royal West Surrey
Regiment for five years. He was first stationed at Bletchingly before moving to
Normandy and during his service he was poted from 3 class to ¥ class Constable

163 Surrey Mirror28 January 1916
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BOER WAR (1899-1902)

Police Constable7 John George Barnes
Guildford Borough Police
Killed at Rensburg, Cape Colony, South Africa
4 January 1900

A number of British regiments were at Rensburg atthedimie PC Bar nesd deat
a period of hard fightingFrom the 15 January 1900 there were engagements at
Jasfontein, Plewmanhalte, Grassy Hill (Graskop) and Skietfontein, Colesberg, Cape

Colony close to Rensburg

The Events of the Boer War in andaround Rensburg

General H Schoeman and Commandant BR Grobler (of Norvalspont Commando) on
the evenings ofstand 29 November attacked the bridges at Norvalspont, Bethulie and
took control of them. General Buller then retreated from Nouwpoort and Stgymber
The Boers took control of Colesberg on 13 November 1899. The town then was
proclaimed to be part of the Republic of Free State. A committee of six members got
elected to assist the Boers: J van der Walt, his brother H van der Walt, Gideon Jooste,
NAJ van Rensburg and Rudolph Badenhorst. About 130 Boers joined the burghers.

In the meantime,General French with a lot of reinforced troops made their way to
Nouwpoort. By 268 November there were 3,000 troops. The Boers blew up the railway
line north of Twedale on 21 November. The Berkshire Regiment had to repahet.

New South Wales Lancers under the command of West spied out the country as far
north as Arundel. When they found no Boers, they went and arrested NAJ van Rensburg
on his farm, Rensburgstatio

French decided to make his HQ at Arundel, on 23 November they clashed with a
number of Boers 3 English were wounded and they had to retreat. On the 23 November

an Englishmen were shot dead at Arundel, this was the first casualty in this district. The

Boers were just north of Arundel. A number of times the Boers attempted to cut off the

imperial forces at Arundel. At the end of November extra troops arrived: First Suffolk
Regiment, New Zealand Mounted Rifles, Royal Engineers and some other regiments
including the Carabineers under Colonel Porter. They then moved to Arundel, two
camps were established here: one behind th
Camp Hill. The main camp was about 500 meters west of the station. The right wing of
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t he Bwemthén atVaalkop. On 11 December the Boers at Vaalkop suffered one
casualty and three wounded in a small battle with tifeHLGsars.

French moved to Arundelon®™ e c e mber . The New Zeal ander 6s
Jasfontein and the Boers hadrétreat. The Boers also vacated Rensburg on tfe 26
December , French then moved into John van |

~

il n the e 2%lanyaryl@dthe Boers fincoupled 32 trucks at the railway

siding near the British camp at Rensburg. The trucksloam a long incline for about

5 miles in the direction of Colesberg before coming to a halt at Plewman near the Boer
position. The Boers had blown up part of the track and some of the trucks were derailed.

A detachment of New South Wales Lancers and Alistrddorse under Captain Cox

was called out at 2.30 am to go after the trucks which were loaded with stores. An
engine also steamed down the Iline to bring
were abandoned since when they tried to retrieve it thayeaunder heavy fire they

found cover and when darkness arrived they retreated. with the equivalent of 22 000
rations fell ¥%n the Boero6s hands

PC Barnes died on the 4 January 1900 as the fighting continued.

164 Taken from the Internet 17 April 2004
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Police ConstablePercy Howard Best
Surrey Constabulary
Corporal
2"d Manchester Regiment

On the 4 August 1914 at the outbreak of the war PC Percy Best jombédtwas
discharged after being wounded and did not return to the Force. PC Best was the groom
to Superintendent West at Oxted before being transferred to awmghen he married

in 1912 A picture of the mounted PC, which hung in Oxted police station, isimow

the archive at Mount Browné>

PC Percy Best at Oxted about 1913

Percy Best joined thBurrey Constabulary as a member of the Araserveollowing
service in the 2 Manchester RegimenHe had joined the army on the 14 July 1903.
When he was recalled to ti@olours,he was living at Rose Cottage, New Road,
Tongham with his wife Marry Ellen Fuller whom he married on 26 October 1912 at
Oxted parish church.

PC Best entered the theatreagfr on 28 January 1915. On Riawrch 1915with a 'bullet

in back' entered N8 Casualty Clearing HospitaBallieul in France. N major battle

was taking place but continuous sniping and harassment by the enemy. He was awarded
the Silver War Badge issuedMarch 1917 no 28059, given to wounded men unable to

165 Conversation between the granddaughter and John Molyneux May 2012 www.surrey
constabulary.com
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remain in the armed forces. Entitled to 1915 Star, Victory Medal and British War
Medal 166

From a local paper probably the Surrey Mirror about 1911 or 1912
Police removals

PC Percy Best who has bestationed at Oxted for some three years has left this week
on transference to Tongham in the Farnham Division. Whilst at Oxted he discharged
the duties of groom to Superintendent E. West at the Central Station. Mr Best is shortly
to be married and his margiends at Oxted where he has won their respect by his
attention tahis duties, will wish him everfiappiness in his future career. His place at
Oxted is to be taken by PC Harry Robinson from Tongham.

About 191571 Surrey Constable wounded:

News has beereceived that Corporal P Best of tH€ Rlanchester Regiment has been
severely wounded in action in the recent fighting and is now in hospital in France. It is
hoped to be able to remove him to England as soon as possible. Best is a constable in
the Surrg County Constabulary and was at the Oxted station for a considerable time.
He was called as a reservist.

A Wounded Constable

PC Best of the Surrey Constabulary has been invalided out of the army. He was in the
Manchester Regiment and was a reservist when war broke out. He was attached to the

166 From Barry Friend by email 20 August 2019
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Oxted Police Division when he was called up, and has been married only a short time.
He was sent to the front with his regiment and was wounded in action in March, a
Surrey Constabulary and has now been discharged. Considering the serious nature of
his wound he was looking pretty well when he visited Oxted on Monday to renew the
acquaintancef his comrades, and they hope he may eventually be restored to'health.

However, he did not have good health again. He was a founder member of the
Comrades of the Great War at Oxted. This later became the British Legion and later
The Royal British Legin.

He died in September 1951

Oxted about 1913

The officer in the centre of the picture is Superintendent H. West and the P.C. standing
at the extreme | eft, is Percy Howard
correctly, his horse's groom).

187 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertisgt July 1915
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Police ConstablePercy Bowd
Guildford Borough Police
Second World War
1943 Control Commision
Magistrate and Chief Superintendent Osnabrook
Possibly kter Detective Inspector Surrey Constabulary

PC P Bowd joinedsuildford Borough Policen the 9 May 1927 having served for
three years from 1924 in the Royal Horse Guards (Blues) and following a medical from
Dr Milligan and an interview with the Chief Constable Mr Nicholas. He was then
posted as a mounted branch officer in a section consisting éirtRGr Brazier, PC
Percy Punter, PC Jack Lock, PC Reg Demount, PC Bob Roberts and PC P Bowd.

As the Borough could not afford its own horses these were hired from a Mrs Darling

who kept a fine stable on the site now (1980s) occupied by Messrs Anglelarsion

Grey (buil ders merchants) known as Durl i ncg
ridden into Laundry Lane where the Salvation Army band practiced and the horses were

shod by Mr Ward the blacksmith.

Before the first purchase of a motorcar, allowances were paid to a number of constables
for the use of their motorcycles on emergency duties and by the time the Morris van
had been purchased PC Bowd had transferred to the CID as a van driver.

In 1928 tle CID consisted of Detective Sergeant Arthur Manfield, and Detective
Constables CP Fountain and HE Stone.

In 1928 PC Bowd was commended by the Coroner for attempting to rescue a would be
suicide from drowning in the River Weyrom the road bridge at tHsottom of the
High Street and at night. Unfortuantely he was not succesful.

The strength of the force was 34 officers paid £3.13.6d a week. The night duty officers

had to wake the early relief at approximately 0500 by banging on the ouside walls with

therr truncheons. It was also the responsibility of the night duty PC to check the first
(workmandés ) train each morning for suspec
certainly still the practice in Dorking in the late 1960s). The same applied to the las

train coming into the Borough each night.

PC Bowd served in the CID from 1929 to 1943 when he went into the Army and served
in Italy, Belgium and Germany where joined the Control Commission and acted as a
magistrate in the lower courts. He was madeupegntendent in the Control

Commission and controlled the German CID in Osnabrook until the end of 1945. He
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was later promoted chief superintendent and posted to Hamburg where he prosecuted
in the more serious crime cases. He remained in this post emgltined in 1950It is
possible he returned what was nowhe Surrey Constabulary as a detective inspector.

Surrey Mirror - Friday 20 January 1928
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Police Constable 98 Harold Edwin Brand Military Medal
Surrey Constabulary
First World War
Royal Horse Artillery

Joined Surrey Constabulary 1 September 1909 entry 1523 age 25 in July 1909 a
Royal Horse Atrtillery reservist. Called to the Colours on outbreak of war 4 Aug 1914
re-joining Surrey Constabulary February 9 1919

No record of MM in polkte defaulters register but this is not unusoadal shown on
left of group

PC98 Harold Brand MM with First World War medals

Prewar PC 98 was Harold Brand who served in the army for the whole war joining 4
August 1914. The number was reissued to RR€derick Haseman on joining 30
September 1914. He then left for the war returning 9 February 1919 as PC140. On the
same day Brand returns and isgsued PC 98. Brand is awarded the MM and the photo
has a MM medal to the left of the group. Said to biaénWoking photo but that is not
confirmed.
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First World War Veterans Surrey Constabulary believed Woking
1919- men returned from the war possibly, PCs Tickner, Brant, Anderson, Lucas,
Wellington, Cooke and Mayne First World War veterans Surres@bulary.
Wound stripes and overseas chevrons. One name missing

Rear Left PC 58 Tickner, PC181, PC253 Brant, PC267 John Charles Anderson,
PC153, PC74 was PC Payne KIA so reissued, PC180, and PC281 Mayne

PCs Tickner, Brand, Anderson, Lucas, WellingtGopke and Mayne

Written on reverse of the photograph An1919

91


mailto:938at938@gmail.com

Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com 16 July2022

Police Constable 545 Robert (Bob) Brown
Surrey Constabulary
Royal Marine
Prisoner of War Singapore

.’A

The colour party left to right

P.C. Anthony Peach, P.C. Bob Brown, Girl Cadet Maxit
Jolly and Cadet Paul Lovell

The death ofetired Police Constable 545 Robert (B8bdwn occurred on Monday 22
July 2019 at 99 years of age. He would have been 100 March 2020

Robert Brown serveih the Surrey Constabulary from 1948 and retired in 1975 whilst
stationed at Haslemere. He then continteeevork as the CID Office Manager at
Godalming for a numbeaf years.

PC Brown served as a Royal Marine during World War Il and was serving on HMS
Prince of Wales when it was sunk in the South China Sea in 19d kurvived this
catastrophe, was rescued taken to Singapore, which thea te# Uapanese in 1942.
He remained a prisoner of war from then until October 1®i&ring that time he was
forced to work on the infamous Burma Railwalt.is a tribute to his indomitable spirit
that he overcame these challenges and survived to the gge of 99.
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Police Constable257 Henry Edward Thomas Bullen
Surrey Constabulary
15t Battalion Grenadier Guards 4 August 1914
Killed 26 October 1914 age(

Served as Privatd2378 in thels Battalion Grenadier Guards and is buried in
Zantvoorde British cemetery. PC Bullen was tloa ®f Thomas and Mary Bullen.
Henry was born at Walmer in Kent enlistiagCanterbury.

Henry Bullen joined the Surrey Constabulary o' November 1912 and wasvorn

in on 29" November 1912 at Guildford aged 28 before Col. Ricardo and Capt. Briscoe.

His appointment number was 1642 and his collar number 257. At the time of his
appointment he gave his trade as Grocer 6s
with the Grenadier Guards for seven years frofhQ8ptember 1905 to ?Beptember

1912.He was first stationed at Dorking later moving to Effingham and during his
service was promoted frontZlass to 1 class Constable.

168

A Policemands Death

The aanouncement has been received of the death at the Front of Private Henry Bullen
2"d Company, ¥ Grenadiers. Bullen until he was called up was a member of the Surrey

168 http://www.surreycommunity.info/effinghamparishcouncil/lobatory/researciprojects/3
effinghamin-wartime/effinghamww1-memorial/effwwlmernbullen/
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Constabulary; he was stationed at Dorking for some time and was then transferred to
Effingham where he was at the time he was recalled to the Colours. He was of a nice
genial dispositionand popular with his colleagues in the Dorking Division who have
heard of his death with sincere sorrow. Bullen was a native of Deal anthmasried,

There are now three other men of the Dorking Police Division at the Front viz: PCs
Cooke, Childs an@Garwood!®°

A member of a family long connected with Walmer, and son of an old Channel pilot,
who went afloat in the lugger Cosmopolite, Pte. Bullen served 7 years in the 1st
Battalion Grenadier Guards. He was for a time parade inspector at Walmemeamd
recalled to his regiment for the war, was in the Surrey Constabulary, and about to be
married.

Parents: 1911 census:

No. 52, York Road, Walmer, Kent: PRO Ref: RG14 RD64 SD4 ED10 SN135
Thomas Bullen: head: mar: 61: boatman: Walmer, Kent

Mary Bullen:wife: mar: 63:---: Deal, Kent

Frederick Bullen: son: unmarried: 21: general labourer: Walmer, Kent

169Dorking and Leatherheatldvertiser28 November 1914
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Police Constableéwilliam Cannon
Surrey Constabulary
Military Foot Police
1 Queends Royal West Surrey Re

Born 7 December 1889 Liphook

Military Foot Police Lance Corporélo P1872latet 2 3710 Pr i v-&Rbyal 1 Quee
West Surrey Joined regiment 12/10/15 in FraBedieved he served with D Company
1 Queends, being captured at Meteren April

Saw acti on 1s tatBeaBatleof Barentin, Gattle efrtHiyh Wood and
the capture of Dew Drop trenches all during The Battle of The Somme. He fought at
Arras in April 1917 and Third Ypres later. At Meteren 357 other ranks became
casualties including, according to the wary.

Woundedface, right handtime andwas a patientat Munsterhospitalbefore Sopltau
POW camp.No pensionrecordsattributedto woundingandasa POW not eligible for
the Silver War Badge.Notification to mother9 Aug 1918.ClassZ: 25/3/19.Medals
19141915Star,Victory MedalandBritish War Medali releasedPOW
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Police Constable 2éMichael Hugh Robert Carragher
Guildford Borough Police
Irish Guards Second World War
Military Medal
Major, Queends Regi ment
Attached Royal Military Police
Provost Marshal

1933 PC Leahy:In 1933 when the Borough were authorised to increase their strength

Mr Leahy applied and was the only one out
On the 18 March 1933 he reported for dutyNorth Street with three othere cr ui t 6 s
PC 26 Carragher, PC 41 Parsons and PC 42 Almond. The numbers were allocated on

the basis of first come first served as traditionally the lower the number the more senior

you were. Annual leave was allocated byisdty and so the higher the number the

lower you were on the list which meant for Bill that for his first two years of leave he

never saw the sun.

The Times, June 17, 194Mlilitary Medal , CARRAGHER
Carragher No 2716755 Lance Sergeant Michael 2 Batthish Guards

During the withdrawal action through Boulogne Sergeant Carragher was continuously
with the forward Bren guns andtatank rifles of his companyespite intense enemy

fire he displayed the greatest contempt of personal danger and imypleidurbable

spirit kept up the courage of his men. Throughout the day his behaviour was cool as if
he had been on a barrack square, and there is no doubt he played a large part in delaying
for so |long tH® enemyods advance.

2716755 lance Sgt Carragher's MM was gazetted Zcemberl1940 in London
Gazette number 35020 supplement 7199 when with thegtaln Irish Guards

174125 2Lt Michael Hugh Robert Carragher was commissioned into the Queens 22
Februant941 with a Regular Armgmergency Commission. Gazetted 35091 Page
1279 dated 3 Mah 1941

30 Septembet941 he was reported as dangerously ill on Casualty list No 630.

3 Jund947 he was promoted to Acting Major.

170 http://www.ww2guards.com/ww2guards/AWARDS_A
_C/Pages/CARRAGHER, MICHAEL, M.M.,_2IG.html#0
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6064 SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE, 5 DECEMBER 1950
INFANTR: ' The Queen's R. Hon. Maj. Michael Hugh Robert CARRAGHER, M.M.
(174125) (late Emergency Commission.), to be Capt., 6th Dec. 1950, retaining the hon.
rank of Maji’?

Tony Collman: LanceSergeant M. Carragher, 2nd Battalion, Irish Guards medals
were soldor, it was £1,800 17 May 2016

A fine B.E.F. 1940 M.M. group of six awarded to Lastdergeant M. Carragher, 2nd

Battalion, Irish Guards, who was decorated for his gallantry during the Battle of

Boulogne on 23 May 1940, where his behaviour in actiorinagahe advancing

Ger man army was described as being 6as cool
subsequently commi ssioned in the Queends I
Marshal prior to his retirement as a Major

Military Medal: London Gaztte 20 December 1940. The original recommendation

submitted by Lieutenar@olonel J. C. Haydon, Commanding 2nd Battalion, Irish

Guards- states:6 Boul ogne, 23 May 1940: During the
Boulogne, Sergeant Carragher was continuoudly e forward Bren guns and anti

tank rifles of his company. Despite intense enemy fire Sergeant Carragher displayed

the greatest contempt of personal danger and by his imperturbable spirit, kept up the
courage of his men. He personally supplied his Brams with ammunition, organised

171 Dee Hutchinson surreyinfmuseum@btconnect.com
172 https://www.thesaleroom.com/ffr/auctioncatalogues/dixnoonanwebb/cataloddedix-
no10020/lotd7a6c9e8a42401¢9d693a5fb00b57f43
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reliefs on the guns and exchanges of guns when those in action became jammed or
otherwise unserviceable.

Throughout the day his behaviour was as cool as if he had been on the Barrack Square.
There is no doubt that he pkxy a large part in delaying for so long the enemy's

A

advance. 0

Michael Carragher was recalled to the Gofoin November 1939, direct fro his
duties as a Police Constable in Guildford Borough Police. Appointed a{Sangeant

in the 2ndBattalion, Irish Guards, he was embarked with the B.E.F. and won his M.M.
at Boulogne in May 1940, which distinction he received at a Buckingham Palace
investiture held in September 1941.

Meanwhile, he had been selected for a commisgienwvas appoied a 2nd Lieutenant

i n the Queends Regiment on pasandhegasout of
attached to the Royal Military Police as a Provost Marshal in Glasgow. Subsequently
embarked for North Africa, he served likewise in Italy and ended thead/a Major

in the Allied Control Commission at Trieste; sold with a pair of original Buckingham

Palace investiture admittance tickets, together with a copy of Dunkirk and After, by
Gordon Beckles, in which the recipient receives due recognition fagafientry at

Boulogne.

The below is part of a note written by a former Guildford Borough Police colleague in
the possession of Robert Bartlett.

Military Provost Staff Corps
FromRichard CallaghaBA (Hons) Curator Royal Military Police Museum

Irish Guards, later Provost Officer. Awarded the Military Medal Serving with the Irish
Guards. Discharged to commission. Lond&azette 35091, page 1279, 3 Marc1.9
The under mentione€adets from Sandhurst, 162, 167 and 168 OCTU's to be 2/Lt's
except & otherwise stated, 22 February419The Queens Regiment. Michael Hugh
Robert Carragher MM (174125). Served 180 and 183 Pro Coy (Ports}’#944

Before 1954, the Military Police did not have Officer of its own, and Provost Officers
remained badged to thariginal parent Regiments.

173 http://www.corpsofmilitarypolice.org/soldier/24556
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Police ConstableWilfred St. G Chandler
Distinguished Flying Cross
Surrey Constabulary retired as Police Sergeant
Flight Lieutenat RAFVR

Medals ®own as for saleSecond World War Photographic Reconnaissance Unit

pil otds Mediterr ane anmeddiawaadedtceFlightLi€utedant gr ou p
W. St. G. Chandler, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, who flew nearly 90 solo
missions in unarmed, strippelbwn P.R.U Spitfires, and latterly Mosquito aircraft

Wilfred St. George CHANDLER (141356RAFVR 680 SgiadronLondon Gazette 2
January 1949Distinguished Flying Cross193945 Star; Africa Star; Italy Star;
Defence and War Medals; Police Exemplary Service Medal, E.II.R.€&eig

D.FC. London Gazette 2 January 194bhe original recommendation statéghis

pilot completed an operational tour in eleven monthsndh86 sorties amounting to

300 hoursThese missions over Greece, Crete, the Dodecanese and Cyclades entailed
long hours in a single engine unarmed aircraft, and often a complete front as high as
35,000 feet was encountered but with determination thi¢ pantinued to his target.

On one occasion he was intercepted byia-engineenemyaircraft, whichhe evaded.

He continued his mission and was then attacked by two Me. 109s. These he also evaded
and returned to base. On another sortie he was agatkedtthy awin-engineenemy

aircraft over Thera. He managed to break away from this enforced combat and
continued his sortie, returning to base with valuable and detailed visual information of
Candia harbour.

He is recommended for the honour of the Dggtini s hed Flying Cross. 0

Wilfred St. George Chandler, who enlisted in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve
in September 1941, commenced pilot training at No. 29 E.F.T.S. in January 1942 and
gualified for his AW ngso arteyedrdater, 22 E. F. T. .

Commissioned as a Pilot Officer, he was posted to the Middle East and attended No.

74 Operational Training Unit, gaining flying experience on Hurricanes and Spitfires,

prior to being sent to No. 680 (P.R.) Squadron. Giventnep or t ance of a pi |
altitude capabilities if he was to be at all effective in a Photographic Reconnaissance

Unit unarmed Spitfire, Chandler was quickly assessed in a decompression chamber,

and, showing no Oevidence lod arbaegnedds, 6 haen dwe
operational four days later, flying a mission to Candia on 17 September 1943.
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As evidenced by his Flyingpogbooksand D.F.C. recommendation, over the next

eleven months he was constantly on active service, flying nearly 90 solo aparatio

sorties. And nor were prowling enemy aircraft the only danger, his entries making
mention of iIintense flak opposition at seve
his first missions in Mosquito aircraft, in addition to Spitfires, and it wasintkthe

end of July 1944 that he completed his last sortie to Gr&@ndler returned to the

U.K. in October 1944 and served as an instructor at assorted training units for the
remainder of the War.

Tony Forward: Wilfred St. George Chandler wasuaiformed Sergeant at Reigate
when he retireth 19651 t ook over his house (and job)
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Police ConstablePercy Cyril Claxton
Surrey Constabulary
Military Foot Police and Norfolk Regiment
Wounded- Silver War Badge

ClaxtonPercy Cyril Surrey Constabulary fourth son of Inspector Arthur B Claxton of
Braintree, born 1890 Rettendon Essex

1911Censusweightsandmeasuresfficer EssexCountyCouncil, living Colchester

Served with the Military Foot Police in 1915No P1711, as a Lance Corporal.
Transferred to 12Norfolk Regiment as a Private, No 34487. Awarded the Silver War
Badge Medali Badge No B1703 for wounds. The badge was awarded o# 13
September 1918 and he was discharged on th&é@gtember 1918

12 line 1915 Hospital at #rish having been in Egypt 26 months

Joinedhis regiment23 October1915in Gallipoli. Thetwo battalionsof the Norfolks
in this areaat this time are the 1/4th and 1/5th, but the MiC recordshim with 12th
formedin EgyptFebruaryl917andcalled12thNorfolk Yeomanry

MFP served in Gallipoli in 1915 so did Cyril transfer from the MFP in 1917 to 12th
Norfolk?

Wounded November 6, 1917
WO Daily List 5433,4/12/19176 e n t to wedrawbunds t r iSpver8érBadge

awardeddischarged.7 Septembefl918havingbeenwounded Paragrapl8392King's
Regulationgxvi) 6 Nlongerphysicallyfit forwars e r vNoewdénceof his

receivinga pensiondueto his wounding

1944 died 19 November at St Thomas Hospital, Hantlwa. Probate was awarded to
Grace Annie Claxton, Widow.

Has two brothers and brother in law serviiig

174 Chelmsford Chroicle 30 November 1917
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Police Constable 2D 6 A rRandolph Cooper
Reigate Borough Police
Military Foot Police Lance Corporal

Called up 22 June 19Temobilised 22 August 1919-feined Reigate Borough Police
8 August 1919

Born c1890 andlying in Surreyin the 294 Quarter of 1965. He is listed in the electoral
registers for Reigate after the War.

Reigate Policeman Dislikes Shell Firg®

Lance Corporal D.R. Cooper of the M.F. Police, prior to enlistment was a member of

t he Reigate Borough Force. He now patrols
truthfully can be said in his case fiwhen
pol i cemasnodnsotl o happy one. 0 He writes cheer
remind his old colleague he has notgamestanca dds: @Al have been to

since | have been otiere andhave seen a bit of the country. | cannot say | care for as
ldodeao | d Engl andé. We are i n mimattellsdbc kvad fk t h
the firing line, and under shell fire all the time. | can assure you it made me jump the

first shell | had over me, but | am getting more used to them. Still, they want some

geting used to, | can tell you. | had six over me the first night. | was on duty and one

was pretty close enough to be uncomfortable. This place is all in ruins. The church is a

perfect wreck; it was a lovely building before the bombarded it.

We have avery comfortable billet in an empty house. The people left most of the
furniture. We have a drawing room etc., also a gramophone, which helps to pass the
time away. Of course all the records are French, but some of them are very good.

175 Surrey Mirror7 December 1915 from Henry Pelham 16 August 2019
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We have twelve menehne all civil policemen under a sergeant from the Metropolitan.
We get plenty of good food; in fact, | dare say we live better than most of the people at
home for | hear foodstuffs are very dear.

How is Reigate looking? | should like to see the old péayaan.
Lawrence (PC Reigate Borough Police) is about 16 miles further back from where |
am. | think he would much rather be up a little nearer, but he is better where he is. We

are having fairly decent weather here, but the trenches are a wee bit miilbaly ils
boys seem very cheerful, you seldom here t
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Police Constable 14Villiam George Deacon
Guildford Borough Police
Killed in Action 14 September 1914age 23
Coldstream Guards

Another policeman wounded. News has been receive@@&Villiam George Deacon
of the Borough Police Force who went to the front with the Coldstream Guards has
been wounded. The nature of the wound is not yet kriiétwn.

Served as Privat®903 in thelst Battalion Coldstream Guards and was killed in action
in France ands remembered on tHhe FerteSousJouarre Memorial.

PC Deacon joined the Guildford Borough on 15 November 1913 aged 22 and was
sworn in at Guildford on January 1914. His collar numbwas 14. At the time of

his appointment he gave his trade as a Soldier §itBattalion, Coldstream Guards
where he had served for three years He resigned to join the Colodftf\ogust 1914

just as the war began, enlisting in Croydon and givingdsisience as Ash, Nr Martock,
Somerset.

Age 22

Height 60

Complexion Fresh

Hair Brown

Eyes Blue

Birthplace East Grinstead, Sussex

The Battle of the Marne took place over 4 days from 5 September; the battle upon which
the fate of France depended; a battle of retreat and advance.

176 Surrey Advertiser Monday 19 October 1914
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La FertesousJouarre is a small town 66 kilometres to the east of Paris, and the
Memorial is situated ia small park on the south bank of the River Marne, just off the
main road to Paris. The Memorial Register is kept at the Town Hall. The Laséerde
Jouarre Memorial commemorates nearly 4,000 officers and men of the British
Expeditionary Force who died August, September and the early part of October 1914
and who have no known grave. (CWGC site)

Additional research by Phil Badham

William George Deacon was born on 9 February 1891 to WilliamEamitly andwas
baptised on 26 April that year in East Grinstead, Sussex. At the time the family were
living at 38 Lower Glenvue Road, in East Grinstead, and were still there in the 1901
census. By then, three other children had been born to make the Deacons witamily
eight children. At the time of the 1911 census William, aged 18, was at Victoria
Barracks, Victoria Street, Windsor, having joined the Coldstream Guards. On 8 January
1913 he married Mary Alice Jetten at St George's, Hanover Square, London.

He joined the Guildford Borough Police, on 15 November that year, as Police Constable
14, and was sworn in by the Local Mayor in Guildford on 19 January 1914. There is no
other information about his Police service in the Police records as on 4 Augusatl914,
the outbreak of the First World War, he resigned from the Force ajoihesl the
Coldstream Guards, serving with the 1st Battalion.

On 4 August 1914 the battalion was stationed at Aldershot as part of the 1st (Guards)
Brigade of the 1st Division. Wvas mobilised for war and moved to France as part of
the British Expeditionary Force. The battalion saw action on the Western Frontin 1914,
including the Battle of Mons & the subsequent retreat, the Battles of the Marne and the
Aisne, and the First Ba#tlof Ypres. William was killed in action on 14th September
1914. The War Diary for the 1st Battalion for that day states they were in action at the
Battle of the Aisne, the river Aisne being situated in North Eastern France. The Diary
states "The battalioacted as advanced guard to the Division and was directed to move
north over high ground between Vendresse and Paissy, finally reaching and taking
CernyenLaonnois from which a retirement was ordered after dusk. Withdrew behind
(south of) Vendresse durirte night" The action that day cost the Battalion 11 other
ranks killed, 10 officers and 180 other ranks wounded and 1 officer and 162 other ranks
missing.

At first William was posted as wounded and then later as missing but subsequently was
presumed Wkied. The Surrey Advertiser newspaper of 15 May 1915 published an
article, which stated he had been posted as missing on 14 September 1914.

It mentioned fione of his friends, [Private]

was now on sick furloughad reported that: "At 7.30 on the morning of September
14th, the company was ordered to advance up a narrow gully to the heights above the
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Aisne, to hold the hill close to the village of Vendresse. There was no supporting
artillery and asthemen arrivedt t he top they were simply st

Private Deacon was shot and killed instantaneously. Private Golding and several others
were taken prisoners but subsequently they overpowered their guard and escaped.
Those who were left on the field that night eestripped of all papers and of their
identification discs, so that when three days later, the burying party was sent to fetch
them away, they could not be identified. Fortunately, Private Golding was one of the
burying party and he knew and was able teniify several, among them including
Private Deacon.

The menwere buried in the churchyard at Vendres$sespite of their seeming failure,

this hill was never lost, so Private Golding says, until it was finally handed over to the
French when the Britistroops left the Aisne valley, so that the lives given so nobly
were not given in vain. Private Deacon leaves a widow and little son”. William was
aged 23.

Records of the Army Register of Soldiers' Effects of 1919 shows that William left to
his wife a tdal of £12 3s 6d which included a £5 army gratuity. He is commemorated
on the La Fert&SousJouarre Memorial, Seiret-Marne, France, which is 66km east

of Paris, which displays the names of 3,740 officers and men of the BEF who fell in the
battles of MonsLe Cateau, the Marne and the Aisne during August to October 1914.
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Police ConstableReginald George Marenza Demount
Guildford Borough Police
First World War
Driver/Saddler Royal Army Service Corps

PC Truelove and PC Demount Guildford Borough also ecalled to the Coloursi
not sure which is which

The Police Force return to the Colours
Surrey Advertiser Saturday 8 August 1914

The Guildford Borough Police Force have sent nine men. They were Police Constables
Demount, ASC (Aldershot) Manfield RG8andown; Goodwin; Yeend; Deacon and

HJ Gascoyne Coldstream Guards (Chelsea); Macey Scots Guards (The Tower) and
Lawty Queen Bays (Monmouth). The ninth member PC Brazier is at present sick. Their
colleagues not on duty accompanied them to the railwaystativVednesday morning

and gave them a hearty send off. Owing to the shortness of time some of the unmarried
officers were unable to visit their homes beforgoigaing.
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Guildford Borough date unknown PC Truelove and PC Demount

Medal card of Demount,d&yjinald G M Corps: Army Service Corp<S
Reference: WO 372/5/242705 Medal card of Demount, Reginald G M

Corps Regiment No Rank
Army Service Corps T/180(Incomplete) Driver/Saddler
Army Service Corps T/180(Incomplete) Acting Serjeant

From the Internet FanyilHistory site:

Margaret WinifredEasthanwas born on 31 October 1889 Guildford, Surrey,

England She marriedEdwin ArthurJames son ofPhillip Aine JamesandFanny

SarahWilliams, in 1915 inGuildford, Surrey, Englandlargaret received a war
gratuity of £5 11s 11d for herself and litle Mary on 11 March 19119er

husbandedwin died on 23 October 1918 France

She marrieReginald GDemount in 1921 inGuildford, Surrey, EnglaniHer
husbandReginalddied in 1950 SurreyShe died in 1974 iManchester, Lancashire,

England®
Family 1 Edwin ArthurJameds. 1889, d. 23 Oct 1918
o Child Mary EileenJames. 20 Nov 1918

177 https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details//D6243963
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Family 2 Reginald GDemountb. ¢ 1887, d. 195@8

1935December The Chef Constable reported to the Watch Committee that on the 8
August last, members of the force had been instrumental iarthst of a man for

murder who at Winchester Assizes had been sentenced to death. The judge
commended members of the force. Inspet¥aiter Yeend, DS Harold Stone, PC
Aubrey Harris, PC John Taylor, PC Reginald Demount, PC James Rook and PC George
Thayet’®

Richard Callaghan BA (Hons) Curator Royal Military Police Museum?0

Reginald George Marenza Demount is the only R Demount awaadgubegn medals.
He was a Driver/Saddler in the Royal Army Service Corps (No T/18023).

The following reference in the British Newspaper Archive to aasarmade by PC
Demount in 1932 indicates that PC Demounjoieed the Guildford Borough Police
after he War.

Alleged Theftfrom Motor Car. Arrest Near Guildford

... produced. After the mail left witness found the suitcase (Préfopen, and most
of the contents were on the flodteginald Demountstated that at 10.30 p.m. on
Saturday. January @nhe saw the prisoner kigh Streemnear the Trinity Hospital.

178 http://www.greathead.org/WonersiaZp1239.htm
179 They Guarded Guildird by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary
180 Email Robert Bartlett 22 July 2019
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Police ConstableCharles Dobinson
Surrey Constabulary
Sportsman and First World War soldier'8?

Dobinson Charleg ASC (Army Service | Enlisted 5 Died 9 March
John PC112 age | Corps)Also shown as | May1915 re 1962

22 in November | Royal Garrison joined Surrey

1912 joined 30 | Artillery Constabulary

December 1912 August 5 1919

entry 1650

1939 March 16: Pol i ce : B GharleseDokiinson: SMithoar t i n g
record of 26 years in the Surrey Constabulary, PC Chadbs;son, now stationed at

Hale, near Farnham will retire on March 18. Born at Dorking, son of the late Mr Harry
Dobinson of Vincent Road, Dorking, he joined the Surrey Constabulary in 1912and

was first stationed at Godalming. Three months later he wasférred to Lingfield

where he remained until 1915 when he enlisted in the Royal Garrison Artillery- He re
joined the police force in 1919 at Lingfield, where he remained until 1926 when he was
transferred to the Farnham Division.

There were few branchef sport with which PC Donaldson has not been prominently
associated. He excelled in Swimming and as secretary of the Surrey Police Athletic
Association he organised swimming galas for the association and it was through his
influence that almost all thEnglish swimming champions and representatives of the
British Olympic swimming team were present at the gala at Guildford Lido in 1934.

He was secretary for cricket, bowls, golf and rifle shooting for the Farnham Division
of the Surrey Constabulary. PC Rlnson was one of the few police officers to be
awarded both the 1935 Jubilee Medal and the 1937 Coronation Medal. He took part in
the parade at Hyde Park in 1935 when King George V reviewed the police during his
jubilee celebrations, and he was on dutyide Park during the Coronation of King
George V1182

181 West Sussex Gazett® March 1939 from Henry Pelham
182\\/est Sussex Gazette 16 March 1939
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Edward John Edgson
Coldstream Guards Boer War
Reigate Borough Police Auxiliary (Special Constable)
Military Police and East Kent Regiment

First World War

P3333 Edward John Edgson. Borrlrbridge c¢1879, he served with the Coldstream
Guards 2142 from 2.11.1898 QSA with 7 clasps. To Army Reserve in 1902
subsequently serving in th& BReserve) Bn. At his marriage to Lily Maud Mary Piper

in 1910 he was employed as an Attendant at Earlswagtum in Surrey, and in the
1911 Census was a shopkeeper in Reigate. Atdaslrgtment in 1916, he was a Police
Constable. He lived at 17 London Rd, Reigate, and died in the town in January 1930.
Surname: Edgson

Initials:  E.J.
Rank: Corporal

Army

NO.- P/3333

MFP. Awarded the Victory and War Medals. First served abroad (1
France, 21/4/1917. Formerly served 17 years in the Coldstream Gu
No. 2142, discharged 1/11/15 time expired. Re enlisted 23/6/16, ag
years in MFP. occupian Policeman, Served Home 23/6/16 to 20/11,

Notes: BEF 21/11/17 to 18/2/19, Home 19/2/19 to 11/6/19. Class X Resen
12/6/1919. Reduced from Cpl to L/Cpl for inefficiency 20/3/18.
Compulsory transfer to 1/10 East Kent Regiment 2/2/18. Evacuatec
England 18/18 with Eczema and Syphilis. Home address: 17 Lond
Road, Reigate. Edward John Edgson.

Decorations/Medals/Awards

Queen's South Africa Medal Gazette Date1901-10-04 Gazette
Issue:WO 100/164 Gazette Pageb0

Citation: Clasps: Belmont, Modder River, Dreifontein, Johannesburgh, Diamond
Hill, Belfast. Awarded serving with the Coldstream Guards. No. 2142.

King's South Africa Medal Gazette Date190211-02 Gazette
Issue:WO 100/164 Gazette Page81

Citation: Clasp: South Africa 1901. Awarded serving with @a@dstream Guards.
No. 2142.
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Attendant at the Royal Earlswood Asylum
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. Sy,
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Officer who calls { Rank__ 4
for the Attestation ¢ 1[0 Record
Regiment ___ =
> Infantry Record Office, Date b & R
; Staines Road, Hounslow. |

}._ Note—The form ia tq ccompany the Attestation as di ted in the Kingh Regulations.
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Surrey Mirror 09 June 1916
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ble’
missed. — Capper,
summone o deiog s molor e
May 21st he heard the m“:.:?.‘“
bit of an argument with another
u-.k:dh o:dr:nt for hi =
s license
I&d“«! one which had run onl.:m

%

i

Refers to PC Edgsbn '
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Surrey Mirror 31 January 1930
Edgson Reigate Borough AuxiliaryPolice

nreli.

¢ 'l‘lll-.. I.A'Tg lli E. EDGSON. — The
unera Edgson, a respected
resident oof london-rod kowe h).k

n Rehto a twenty
and previous to this he had se for
twelve years in the Coldstream Guards.
His active serviee inciunded the South
Atrican Campaign and the Great War,
snd he also served in  the Reigate
Borough Auxlharv Poiice. He was
Secretary of the “ Somers ” Lodge, No.
8. R.A.OB., Reigate, for many years,
At the funeral the mourners wm tho

widow, viwendolen (daughter)

Plaice (sister), Me. J. Piper ( r-
in-law), NMrs, iler (lioter-i-l-w).
Mr. Bale, Mrs, Hellier, Mr. T. Moore,
Mre. aund Mrs, ﬂ Brown, Mrs. Welley
pwd Dorothy, Mr. I, Syrett, Mr. C.
Taylor ud ilra. Edwards. Out of
respect to their old comrade, a party
of the Ooldltm- Guards, with one
bugler, attended, and the Last Post and
the Reveille were sonnded.  Other re-
mhﬁm 'nt  were :—"“Somers -
1-!?-. No. 8f. Reigate, G.C., Bros. G.
iurney, (_'l' P(H‘ [ Dennis,
C.P., BGP, 'l‘. Edwards, R 0 N ¥.
Lark, K.OM,, J. Palmer, C.l -
lr-. C.P. ' Fish, C.P". S'u-tun.
C.P, Fagg, Jones and chlw “Tower"”
laﬂe M 181, Redllill G, Bros, F.
Wilkinson, K.OM., J armckof. B
and Atfield; * Acorn Lodge, L.B..

Bro. C. Wilson. .P.; Reigate Boroug
Police Foree, P.S. Parker and P.C. l\ln-
her; alul te Ex-Service Men's Llub.

Capt lu. dttle and Messrs. H.
nard, F. Jenkins and C. .\mbr
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Police Sergeant Charles Arthur Emery
Guildford Borough Police
Major and Adjutant
Liverpool Regiment
MC and MID

1911 census. Born Norwood, no date of birth, police constable living at 3, Grove
Terrace, Guildford with wife, son amthughter:®3

Policeman Soldiers
Police Sergeant Emery Guildford Borough Police

Surrey Advertiser-Wednesday 18 November 1914

awty] who was at the front with the Queen’s

Bays, is a prisoner at Sennelager, in Ger-
many, and is well. Sergt. Emery, who joined
the King's Palsg at laverpocol, has been pro-
moted to Colour-sSergt.

Supplemento The London Gazette, 1 January 1918Captain Charles Arthur
Emery, Liverpool Regiment

1918 New YeaHonours (Military Cross) Temporary Capt. Charles Arthur Emery,
Liverpool Reg.

Supplemento The London Gazette, 16 August 1921 65dbarles Arthur Emery,

with seniority 10th Jan. 1919Thi@ under mentioned late temporary Captains Service
Battalion The Bing's R, to be t Capts. 1st July 192lajor and Adjutant Charles
Arthur Emery MC, MiDb 184

May 1918Guildford: Lieutenant CA Amery, Kings Own Liverpool Regiment formerly
station sergeant at the Guildford Borough Police station has been awarded thg Milita
Cross and promoted Majét

183 John Molyneaux 20 July 2019
184 Barrie Friend 20 July 2019 to Robert Bartlett
185\West Sussex Gazeti? May 1918
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GUILDFORD.

The Ex-Mayor (Alderman G. & Odl
Smee) has vol::hﬂly joined up in thq A8.C.
Lieut. C. A. Emery, King'’s Own Liverpool
ll:st.. formerly station-sergoant at the Guild- |
ford Borough Police Station, has been awarded
the Military Cross and promoted major.

made M2 A e AV sbmnnba

e

The Chief Constable reported that®&grgeant CA Emery, formerly chief clerk of the

force, has been promoted to the rank of major and had been awarded the Military Cross
for bravery in the field.

Surrey Advertiser 1 May 1918
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Police Constablel7 Silas David Evans
Guildford Borough Police
First World War
Lance Corporal
Military Mounted Police 1916

February 1916: Two more members of the Guildford Police Force PCs SD Evans and
AA Truelove, have now donned khaki, having been appointed lance corpothés
Military Mounted Police'®®

Richard Callaghan RMP Museum?*8’

Evans Silas David| Military Mounted | 4 Feb 1916 to the | 11 February 1926
PC17 born 2 Police Colours rejoined | medical pension
August 1871 3 May 1919

No P3028 was Lance CorporaESans (almost certainly S D Evans)

SurnameEvans

Initials: S.

Rank: Lance CorporaArmy No.: P/3028

Notes MMP. Awarded the Victory and War Medals. First served abroad Egypt 5
September 1916 having enlisted in the MMP 9 December 1915, age 25 years,
occupation Police Constable Borough Police Guildford, home address: Preswyfla,
Grandison Street, Briton Ferry, Glargan.

Attested 9 December 1915

Army Reserve 10 December 1915 to 7 February 1916

Home 8 February 19 16 to 4 September 1916

6 June 1916 Tried by DCM at Aldershot, when on active service, drunkenness, awarded
42 days detention reduced by 12 days by GQdeishot 5 July 1916

EgyptandSalonika Expeditionary Force 5 September 1916 to 15 March 1919

He served in Salonika 18 October 1916 to 14 September 1917

6 September 1918 APM 10 Division Egypt, Severe Reprimand when on 3 September
1918 when on activeervice "Neglect of Duty" tying his horse to a line and entering a
canteen

En Route 16 March 1919 to 1 April 1919

Home 2 April 1919 to 1 May 1919,

Class Z reserve 2 May1919.

There are two letters in his army record, one from the Chief Constable Guagfond)
for his army record, he had been thought to be drunk on duty but stated that he was

186 Surrey Advertise9 February 191Bress cutting from Henry Pelham
187 http://www.corpsofmilitarypolice.org/soldier/1365&mail to Robert Brtlett July 2019
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suffering from Malaria, the second letter from MMP Aldershot stating he had never had
Malaria and had twice been disciplined for drunkenness. Note on his chafrester
This man is not to be depended on when he is detached for duty by himself.

Letter from the Chief Constable of Guildford Borough Police re Evass drinker or
has he malaria?

Dear Sir, % ' I g y A ﬁ-., )
I beg, to ‘cnelome herewith u. ucute of Transer
Reogerve 1‘ 1zaticn of the me Turggd, who was A neA

of this roc a\ +the outbnak of the but ar and 1s o11] nrv
stnoo Ma t.m %o this Police Force he has several

tines heen r the &eﬁ of Arink
-mm on d hut. eaoh casion he aded he has heen
3u fortr% from Malar and not fram the we Arink.
The Police Surgeon onethe last oceasion thoro 1ined

and stated ne was not suffering from MNslaria
ever had Malaria.

'an- the ci tancn. I
mmur if oJtm would ’
History am character whilst in ¢ Army.

I should alsovbe obliged if {ou would inforn me whether
he was mmin.‘wd with ¢ p r Amy D Certificate at the
termination of the warl as stated he has never one.

de 13 a troublesoze cm:'.abo and I foel it my duty

to recomnend his rulc tr- the fioe TYorce unless he
arends his habits and

Yindly returmn l!::cm when ®nished with,

Thanking you tiolpation. .
l Yours faithially,
%&ef Sonstan)e . ;‘

A response to Chief Constable Nicholas 7 February 1922 frorhé records office
of the Corps of Military Police i drink not malaria!
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Military Police R q!'uon‘
. Ny t mma‘_ - pale .
: Al‘,,hle,

Aldershot.
22na February, 1922.

. ‘L oL ——
’ - 3 e ‘ (v , "
D..r. Mr. .." .~ »‘(“ 2
Re P.3028 .&.On, ( Evans, M.M.P.
y... Refpronos your-letter ol the 2lat instant. W’

“‘im &, thorough oouoh“-‘do in our records.

.. There is no trace that Evang ever sufferei with ) &lu
whilet in the Wr

‘ ‘-

He ropv-t.ad afek oh tho fith 00t r, 1018, and wae de- ' ;
tained in a 1014 Hospital until- the 18th ober, 1918, when he)"
was auoharpod to duty.

mu 'ho' uoxl lnha‘llxo amb.'bly m statement
about bimgalf, but the Medi cer could nothing wrong
with him and sarked hip siek report N.Y.D. .

< We have a .tcofd'ﬁbo 'ils}win caneg. Evans' name
does not appdar therain. Thaeref'ore I feel sure his statement to
your Surgaeon 13 not corroct.

.*mn-; oerv.i‘s.-lth us, L/Cply Bvans' conduct wae not
at 81l satisfactory. He was convicted for drunkenness and I know,
from other roports abodt him, that he was addicted to drink, He
could not be depended upon. Coming from your Force, I knew hie .+
rocords fairly well as I dealt with them from the t.ime he joined -
us, . . .

I rOgro'. wo cannot. send copies of his documents, but if
you care to speal to me the telephone, I shall be gladl to
answer any question,

The attached Certificate is new in order and is a correct
Discharge Cortificate. Y‘ will note the endorssment 1 have maden on
both sides, P v

» %

Yours faithtully,

A
” Captain,
% ¥ for Officer 1/c Rocords,
; + = Qorpg of Vilitary Police.

W.V. Nicholas, Rsq.,
Ohief (Constatle
Borought ce ortioq,
Guildford.

‘
-
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Chief Inspector William [Bill] James Ezzard
Surrey Constabulary and Second World War Army Lieutenant
Surrey Constabulary and served armed forces Second World War believed as a

lieutenant, who retired from Camberley in the 60s. Was on duty in 1953 The Mall,
Coronation Day, with the Surrey Constabulary.

18—t

L )-Ho‘_ﬁ.ﬂ:
i Jdie

: "o 4 semenyvr
..I,,“,{’,v.':‘.'é‘T_ 1_4at cq’,mm.,.-_d Yy v
- P i AR T

e |
Y Ce
{ 0 LomOy d On 5

o 1| emsmandarend n
el gaidantioanid | VTGN o tacy gedlalio9 N i
3| cifpents vesubl A leen iz | s AL, spdecL y

dEarce, ».69_95;;9; .-.,ﬁ'!l},yf.v_.:_‘ L AL deeor L

Born 25 April 1909Merrow, Guildford to parentsAlice andWilliam

1937lived PoliceCottageChipstead_aneKingswood

1939 Living in 1939Thorn BankGuildford William born 20 April 1909 police

officer Surrey Constabulary. Gladys born 14 September1909, unpaid domestic i.e.
housewife!

RegularArmy EmergencyCommissions2nd LieutenantWar SubstantiveBritish
Generalist SeniorityDate:17 March1944

193945 StarFranceand GermanyStar, Italy Star1943/44War Medal 193945
DefenceMedal PoliceLong ServiceMedal
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Died August1990Truro

Ashesaddedo family graveChurchof St. Johnthe EvangelistMerrow
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Police SergeantHarry Douglas Feasey
Surrey Constabulary
Hampshire Regiment

Distinguished Conduct Medal
Mentioned in Despatches

Harry Douglas Feasey later a sergeant was awarded the Distinguished QWedaict
secondonly to the Victoria Cros®efore joining the Surrey Constabulary after war
service in 191988

Born Jaruary 1894 BlackwaterHants in 1901 lived in Blackwater1911 still in
Blackwater married February 1922 Carerleyto Flora Sarah Clarkd 925 birthof son
Herbert John Feasd¥eigate who id in1993 1939 Police Gnstable living at No 1
Police ttages, FrimleyHarry ded March 1982Elgin, Morayshire

Military 1/4 HantsRegiment Territorial Force) Cpl Reg No. 4/123218 March 1915

landed at Basra with 33rd Indian Brigade and remained in Mesopotamia and Persia for
the rest of the war. Battalion HQ and one Company were capturad-at-Kmara on

29 April 191618°

! Nume. o Hask [ Bepib¥a
| Bl R (RITF A
8[| | o :

FEASEY 3en e
I AR E 2003,
| / 5 £ : : ,_é_,___
At "W -ME-I. ? _ R :,’ Page L {'7-mukx ‘_
‘ }':crynx .'c:/i/f 03 '/a—lo 020 Q/&L?)LZ{
Batrian A0 A0
Wi vy

Thestre of Var ﬂnf served in (G'A )[?&'Q/CC
Date of ensry nu-r--.lu | ‘/3 '.'3 ® /J

K 1380,

188 Off Beat April 1982
189 Dee HutchisorFriends of Surrey Infantry Museum and QRS 18 September 2019 email information
from Ancestry and London Gazette.
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Colour Sergeant abbreviated to CSgt. Note hetWwasregimental numbers 4/2139
signifies he was in thé"Battalion. TF means Territorial Force. Then during the war it
came about that a man would only have one numbeudiout his Army career hence
the change then to 20032%.

Mentioned in Despatchedor Operation in Euphrates 26 Junel9125 July 1915
London Gazette 29536 dated 4 April 1916

DCM Awarded for the followingEdinburgh Gazette, 17April 18:2139Corporal H.
D. Feasey, |/4th Battalion, Hampshire Regiment, :TiFor conspicuous gallantry. He
led his men with the greatest courage and coolness under heavidineg CQMS
No. 200323;1915 Star/VM/BWM?**

Demobbedl July 1919

Marriage to Flora Sarah Clarke!®?

S e ———
1944, Marmisge solemnized at ‘% oh e dsadis in the.
of e seica, J _in the Count of J it r
e ) = P L O [ VS i e 7./77 7 . , J o | i
¥ Whes Married Name and Sormama Age | Conlivkes  Raak ur Prabess v}-‘au.luu o1 e e of Macriage  Fathee's Nats ol Aorsame (hanka Profoman o' Fubs
, :
- (oo (@ ‘ : e wer Kosrow borins
10 | Dhnis
N Ce . - y
194< Yne iond Clake | do | PP Conmbies iy Feuy Aotasde N Ao o
Married in the e "V‘ s arcording 10 the Hites and Cermmonion of the ( ey, foghul ‘ Lohuned by . or after Berrsd by mie,
Ths Marriape (Fass) Leapbed iia ) wae ( - o lhe .,M’l"
e o lewitinl Tew3cn
{ bad _Llde ) dwm (N { Ll
1939 Polling Registry of Frimley Greed®
PR AN WY —t AAAVYERA AT . AWLIDMAN AW AWRY ‘\:l 7
2001 R O Nokes, George Edward 3 Police Cottages
l 2002 Rw Dw Nokes, Ada Louisa 3 Police Cottages
¢ 2008 R O Bartlett, Leonard Jack 2 Police Cottages
! 2004 Rw Dw Bartlett, Joan Eileen 2 Police Cottages
. 2006 R 0 Feasey, Harry Douglas 1 Police Cottages
! 2006 Rw Dw Feasey, Flora Sarah 1 Police Cottages
o0 R 0 Miller Gearee [ianel Yenton

190 Dee HutchisorFriends of Surrey Infantry Museum and QRS 18 September 2019infoaibation

from Ancestry and London Gazette.

191 Supplement To The Edinburgh Gazette, April 17, 1916 Page 733

192 Dee HutchisorFriends of Surrey Infantry Museum and QRS 18 September 2019 email information
from Ancestry and London Gazette.

193 Dee HutchisorFriends of Surrey Infantry Museum and QRS 18 September 2019 email information
from Ancestry and London Gazette.
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Police Constable23 Henry John Gascoyne
Guildford Borough Police
Distinguished Conduct Medal
Mentioned in Dispatches
15! Battalion Coldstream Guards
Killed in Action age 35 on thel January 1917
Company Sergeant Major*%

Guards and was awarded a Distinguished Conduct Medal a very high award for

a nonrcommissioned officer. He was killed in action in France when aged 35 the
son of John Henry Gascoyne, of Leamington, Warwickshire; husband of Nellie Elsie
Yarnall (formerly Gascoyne), of Lloyds Bank Chambers, Henrietta St., London. PC
Gascoyne was a former Constable, Guildford Police Force. He is buried in the Sailly
Salillisel British Cemetery He enlisted in Warwick having resigned from the Borough
on 4" August 1914 as war broke out to join the Colours.

; PC Gascoyne served as a Sergeant nuBg&% in thels Battalion Coldstream

He joined Guildford Borough on 22February 1907 aged 25, and was sworn in at the
townos police station bef d'rMarchtlB0Z. Hday or
appointment number was 61 and his collar nun23 At the time of his appointment

he gave his trade as Carpenter, although he had previously served for seven years with
the Coldstream Guards. During his service he was promoted ftatask to I class
Constable.

First photo has PCs HJGascoyne standing and sitting is PC J Gascoyne. Centre
is Henry and on the right PC H Gascoyne. Photo taken 29 November 1911
Are they brothers?

194 They Guarded Guildford Richard Ford 1969
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Age 25

Height 56 11 10

Complexion Fresh

Hair Brown

Eyes Brown

Birth Place St Johnsl.eamington, Warwickshire
Date Commendations and Special Remarks

23 June 1910 Commended by Watch Committee and granted
£1 for stopping a runaway horse in Epsom Road
on 21st May 1910

18 January Commended by Watch Committee and granted

1912 £1 reward for bravery displayed in stopping a
pair of runaway horses in High Street, Guildford
on 12th December 1911

Date Mature of offences Punishment

1 July 1908 Whilst doing his beat, Fined 5f- by CC and
entering into a public severely cautioned as
house and partaking in to future conduct

refreshment
11 April 1910 Leaving his beat too Stopped one days
S00n leave by CC
14 November Missing Conference Stopped 3 days leave
1911 points by CC
19 January Gossiping whilst on Stopped one days
1912 duty with another Con- leave hy CC
stable
11 November Failing to attend pa- Stopped one days
1913 rade ordered by CC leave by CC

Policeman DCM9>

Sergt H J @scoye, Pt Coldstream Guards and a member of @eldford Borough

Police Force, is home from the front on 28 days leave, having had an attack of rheumatic
fever, and suffering theffects of poisonous gas in the eyes. He has been at the front
five months during which time he has acted as company sergeant major. He has seen a
great deal of the fighting notably at Neuve Chapelle andubegt and a few months

ago he was awarded the&CM for among other things, obtaining valuable information
previous to which he had been mentioimedespatches. Sergeant Gas®ys now in
convalescence.

195 Surrey Advertisel0 July 1915 from Henry Pelham 17 August 2019
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Additional research by Phil Badham

Henry John Gascoyne 3366 Rattalion Coldstream Guards was killed in action aged
35 years on the 1 January 1917. Born Leamington Warwickshire in 1882/83, son of
John Henry Gascoyne and Annie Elizabeth Gascoyne (nee Griffin), his parents having
a total of nine children. In 1899 agaldout 16/17, he joined the Coldstream Guards and
served for seven years.

As a Corporal, Gascoyne was awarded the Queens South Africa Medal and the Kings

South Africa medal. The first was awarded to military personnel who served in the Boer

War in South Arica between October 1899 and May 1902, and the second for those in
theatre after 1 January 1902 and had compl
He was based in London when on 22 February 1907 when he was appointed to the
Guildford Borough Polie and served, as Police Constable 23 but was not sworn in until

7 March 1908 by the Mayor at Guildford Police Station.

On 10 November 1908, aged 25, he married Nellie Balchin (aged 19) at St Saviours
Church, Guildford. Nellie was from Guildford and th@0l records showed she lived

at that time with her parents at 122 Addison Road, Guildford. In later years Nellie
appears in the records as Nellie Elsie Yarnall (formally Gascoyne) of Lloyds Bank
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Chambers, Henrietta St., London. In 1911 Henry and Nellegl lwith their 3yearold
nephew Archie Love, at 2 Mary Rd, Guildford.

In his Police service he rose from Constable 4th Class to Constable 1st Class by
February 1911. He was twice commended for stopping runaway horses in Guildford.

However, hisrecordwas6t spotl ess; he was reprimanded

in a public house whilst on duty (for which he was fined 5 shillings), and for "gossiping"
with another Constable whilst on duty (he lost one day's leave as punishment). On 4
August 1914, at # outbreak of the First World War, he-jogned the Coldstream
Guards serving with the 1st Battalion as a Private.

In August 1914 the Battalion was stationed at Aldershot as part of the 1st (Guards)
Brigade of the 1st Division. They mobilised for war and moved to France as part of the
British Expeditionary Force. It was engaged in various actions on the Western Front,
including in 1914 The Battle of Mons and the subsequent retreat, The Battles of the
Marne, the Aisne and the First Battle of Ypres. In 1915, the battalion saw action at the
Battle of Aubers, and the Battle of Loos; the following year saw them fightirgeat t
Battles of Albert, Bazentin, Pozieres, Fl&surcelette and The Battle of Morval.

In 1915, Henry Gascoyne was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM). The
notice appeared on page 6132 of the London Gazette dated 23 June 1915 with the
notice: "The King has been graciously pleased to approve of the award of the
Distinguished Conduct Medal...for acts of gallantry and devotion to duty whilst serving
with the Expeditionary Force in France and Flanders”. On 30 June the Gazette
published the citatiorofi page 6377) and that the award was "For conspicuous gallantry
throughout the campaign in continually volunteering for dangerous patrol work, and
bringing in valuable information”.

He was promoted to Company Sergeant Major, which was published inahmerigton
Spar Courier on 30th April 1915, al ong
address of ("Modwena") no. 78 Tachbrook Street, Leamington Spa. During the last
week of August 1915, Henry received the award at a ceremony at Windsor Castle. In
thesummer of 1916 Henry was invalided home from the front with rheumatic fever,
and, after some months in hospital, served as a Sergeant Instructor at Windsor. He
returned to the front on 21 September that year. He was twice offered a commission but
turned t down.

Henry was killed in action on 1 January 1917 aged 34 and was buried in the British
Cemetery at SailhBaillisel on the Somme in France. The Battalion War Diary for 31st
December 1916/1st January 1917 states: 31st Dec. Place Maltzhorn, "[Coinpanies
paraded at 4pm and marched up to Combles area and were distributed as-fiilows

1 [Company] T18 Central, No 2 [Company] Haie Wood No 3 & 4 [Companies] in
Combles trenches. 1st Jan 1917 Place Combles, "No 2 & 3 [Companies] went on
carrying fatigue to &llisel Chateau during the morning. Relieved 3rd [Battalion,
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Coldstream Guards] in the line. Relief complete 8.10pm. No 2 [Company] right front
No 1 [Company] left front, No 3 [Company] support & No 4 [Company] Reserve".

His wife received a letter froranother préNar Guildford Constable, serving in the
Coldstream Guards, Signaller Bruce Goodwin, which was published in the Surrey
Advertiser newspaper of 17th January 1917, explaining what happened to her husband.
"With the sincerest regret | am writing teell you that poor old Harry was killed on the
night of the 1st of this month. At the time | was putting a telephone in the front line and
seeing a stretcher pass, asked who it was. They said "[Sergeant] Gascoyne". | had a
look and he was quite dead. Hawas looking at a gap in the wire when a flare light
went up and he and the man with him both jumped into a shell hole. A sniper fired at
them and the bullet penetrated Harry's brain. When we were relieved after our tour in
the trenches | went and saw lgiave. It is situated at the back of a chateau-at,

with a neat cross at the head. [Sergeant] Semcox and the men of his platoon join me in
offering you our sincerest sympathy in your sad loss. He was a good chum and a
splendid soldier". Mrs Gascoyraso received a letter of sympathy from Henry's
Captain, Cecil Green, and the Reverend F W Head, the chaplain who conducted Henry's
burial service. Captain Green said Henry was "far away the best sergeant in my
company and | feel his loss both as a soldre a friend. To my mind he was the ideal

of what a soldier should be."
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Police ConstableWatford Estough Gater
Surrey Constabulary
Military Foot Police P1552
Lance Corporal
Queen's Royal West Surrey Regiment
Medaille d'Honneur
First and Second World Wars

Served7 June 1915 to 1 August 19Z6om Dorking. Awarded French Medaille

d'Honneur with bronze swords (LG Issue 31454, p8961 of 14.7.1919 for France and

Flanders).

Served Queen's Royal West Surrey Regt 1P9R.

Served in West Surrey Regt (No 610538@¢ekcemberl941

Watford E Gater ntitary former policemen number P/1552

Served 25 Marth 1916.71 11 November 1918.

Gazette number 3145428 961 dated 11/07/1919 for
Re-enlisting2 December1941 16 August 1942 with Queens

16 August 1942 to 1 December1942 Royal €HiRifles

1 December1942 back into Queens Royal Regiment.

Further note heejoinedQueens 1 November1948

19 Friends of Surrey Infantry and Qeres Royal Surrey Regimeainail 10 August 2019
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Police Sergeant Albert Bruce Goodwin
Guildford Borough Police
Served First World War
Coldstream Guards

Wounded three times
Servedhroughout the First World War
Returned to Guildford Borough Police
Died 1965

The Police Force return to the Colours

Surrey Advertiser Saturday 8 August 1914

The Guldford Borough Police Force hasnt nine men. They were Police Constables
Demount, ASC (Aldershot) Manfield RGA Sandown; Goadwyeend; Deacon and

HJ Gascoge Coldstream Guards (Chelsea); Macey Scots Guards (The Tower) and
Lawty Queen Bays (Monmouth). The ninth member PC Braziepieaent sick. Their
colleagues not on duty accompanied them to the railway station on Wednesday morning
and gave them a hearty send off. Owing to the shortness of time some of the unmarried
officers were unable to visit their homes beforgoiaing.

134


mailto:938at938@gmail.com

Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com 16 July2022

Since the depletion of the ranks of the force men of the fire brigade and special
constables have been sworn in to take duty. They are easily distinguishable from a red
badge worn on the arm with the |l etters fASu

ADuck Your WNut Brunoo

PC BruceGoodwin of the Guildford Borough Police Force who went to the front with

the Coldstream Guards, and was wounded by a bayonet thrust has sent a postcard to PC
Taylor, one of his comrades, which contains the following picturesque description of

life atthe fontinanutshelliil Just a | ine to | et you know I
regards to all the boys at Guildford. Bags
your nut, Bruno, with a vengeance!

Members of the Police Force on Service PC Goodwin19

MEMBERS OF THE FORCE ON SERVICE

B! Bruce Goodwin, of the Guildford Bor-
ough Polioe, who is at the front with the Cold.
strram Guards, has agsin been wounded.
Some time ago he was wounded by a bayonet
thrust, and from this he recov in France.
On or about November Sth he was wounded in
the left side by a bullet. Writing home on a
postcard, he states: “ I was wounded five days
ago. Progressing favourably. Only waiting
for a few days to come home to England.” A
friend, writing to his wife in the same post,
states that Goodwin was just going into his
trench when a bullet struck him on his left
side, and he took him to the hospital. It
;:::t a flesh wound, and they hoped for the

7855 Albert Bruce Goodwirt®
Alexandra Road. Reading, attested 21 May 1908
24 May 1908 Joine@oldstream Guards at age of 19 years 5 months; 5ft 10ins tall
His youthful approach in 1908/1910 led to him twice overstaying his leave (7 days CB;

96 hours detention;) and breaking out of barracks and being late on parade (10 days
CB).

197 Surrey Advertisefl0 October 191#om Henry Pelham 17 August 2019
198 Surrey AdvertiseSaturday 21 November 1914
199 Email Barry Friend MA battlefield tour guide to Robert Bartlett 20 July 2019
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Mobilised 5August 1914
He progressed to L/Corporal Signaller September 1918.
He served as a (regimental) policeman during this period.

Discharged 20 May 1920 srmy reserve 'B', a five year period, available for recall at
any time of mobilisation, earning 3/6p a week in reserve. Albert had spent 12 years
with the Coldstream, qualifying as a signaller, before becoming a reservist.

The newspaper article mentiormmse wounds he received, in total:
Bayonet wound 28 August 1914 TretoiMarne)

GSW @unshot woundabdomen 1@ctober 194 Reutel

GSW chin and nose 1September 186 Ginchy

GSW leg 22January 1917n the field'

1921 July: PC Goodwin Guildford Borough: In July 1921 he was commended by the
Guildford Coroner for his attempts to save the life of a drowning boy having plunged
in from the river bank a number of times. Mr Goodwin was the holder of the St John
Medallion, the Royal Life Saving Societyeatallior?®°

200 Bjographical not from Mr Goodwin below
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Notes written bythe son of Albert Goodwin. Note of his death added by individual
who collated material on Guildford Borough Police members

lbert Bruce GOODWIN Bx FS.9

Pormerly of 40 Woking Road,Cuildford.
Born: 1889 Place: Reading

1,Reading,
Pre g_n{ trades or occupations: Réucated at the Cllegiate Scheol,
Aml::t ced to Mesors.Newbury Lid,Priar Streot,Reading in the farnishing
trade. Later moved to Messrs.Weekes Ltd,Tunbridge Wells, as an improver,
and joined Coldstirecam Guards,Caterham on 15th May 1908, Joined City Police

in 1911,
Joined GoBeFes— 22nd June 1912

ferr from the City of Londom Police 1 1912, he performed
gmlmm in m guildford Force,until recalled io the Army on 4th Augm
1914, serving throughout the War and being wounded throe times and promo
¢ ral. ,
Rewining ae nore Roron after fas wemihe wee Slerd Ln Choriol) A
the office from 15th De P ' | promoted
Appointed Chief Clerk Sgt. 18th June 1929, Passed examination for Imspecior

1

iiﬂh213$ﬁ%ﬂ for the post of Chief Comstable of the Congleton

: atimonial).
m,?ho(m ?nm -mzco he was ctationed at Merrow., Ee retired in
iyt Guildford Coroner

1921, whilst a Conntable, he was commended by the Gu °
21:’:}: 5211;:51 attempts %o lavc'n boy who had fallen into the River Weoy at
ad.

::lvmu an excellont swimmer, a good drill instructor, and held the following
decorations and awarde: - i;ngnu sta;onstiu Modnl

Above information supplied by sen ¥r.Goodwin(Secretary Jeffery's Gunshop)
High Street,Guildford, phone 0483-62744.

(1) Photograph of PS Goodwin and several mowspaper outtings supplied.


mailto:938at938@gmail.com

Robert Bartlett

938at938@gmail.com 16 July2022

BOROUGH OF CONGLETON.

Application for the position of Chief Constable.

f. Full Name and Address—

2. Age—

ALBERT BRUCE GOODWIN, District Station, Stoughton, Guildford, Surrey.

4) years, 7 months,

3. Height—
6ft.

oins.

4. Married or Single—
Married. .

5. Present Position and Salary—
Chief Clerk Sergeant. £292 10s. od.

6. Experience of Police Work, giving details of positions held, with dates.
Joined Guildford Borough Police 2and June, 1912. Except for period of war,

performed patrol duty, with period of clerical duty from 15th December, 1919,
until promoted Sergeant z5th April, 1924. Appointed Chief Clerk Sergeant
18th June, 1929. Passed examination for Inspector 23rd November, 1929.
Present position has enabled me to acquire a thorough knowledge of all
branches of Police duty, accounts, compilation of statistics for Home Office
and other returns. During the absence of Inspector I have performed
his duty. Attend Police Court, with Chief Constable, and prepare all cases
for Police Court. Was a Constable in the City of London Police from
May, 1911, to June, 1g12.

7. Experience of Inspectorships mentioned overleafl—
I have assisted Chief Constable with all Inspectorships excepting Shops Acts,

which is carried out by another department, but should, if appointed, be quite
willing to perform that duty.

8. Occupation prior to joining the Police Foroce—
) Educated at Collegiate School, Reading. After leaving school 1 was apprenticed

June 1930

10 Messrs. Newbery Ltd, Friar Street, Reading, in the furnishing trade.
Went to Messrs. Weekes Ltd, Tunbridge Wells, as improver, and joined
the Coldstream Guards, Caterham, Surrey, 15th May, 1908. Recalled to
Colours 4th August, 1914, and served during period of war, wounded
three times in action, and promoted Corporal -
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9. Experience of Book-keeping, Government Returns, ete.
Have been responsible for all accounts since being appointed Chief Clerk Sergeant,
and am responsible for all statistics for Government returns.
10. Testimonials.

His Worship the Mayor of Guildford, Councillor C. T. Bateman, J.P.;
C. H. Wood, Esq., Town Clerk and Clerk of the Peace;
W. Oliver, Esq., Chief Constable.

11, Any other Information—

Excellent swimmer; good drill instructor. 3rd Class College of Preceptors;
3rd and and Army Certificates of Education. St John Ambulance and
Royal Life Saving Medallions, City of London Police; King's Coronation
Medal; 1914 Star; General Service and Victory Medals. Commended by
Borough Coroner 20/7/19a1, for gallant attempt to save boy from drowning
in River Wey, Guildford.

O .

Guildford Borough Police Force, pictured in 1933: Back row (from left) Police constables R. Sparks, A.
Rice, M. Carragher, E. Bedford, F. Kendall, A. Truelove, R. Demount, T. Smith, W. Turner, W.
Parsons, R. Roberts, J. Pilkington, R. Parsons, J. O’Shea.

Centre row (from left): Police constables A. Burbidge, M. Johnson, J. Taylor, D. Eldridge, C.
Walker, W. Locke, G. Thayer, A. Harris, J. Fechan, R. Matthews, W. Fox, A. Proffitt, S. Deakin, B.
Wheatley, W. Leahy, J. Bell, G. Almond.

Front row (from left): DC C. Fountain, Police constables J. Look, E. Loveridge, J. Rook, Police
sergeants H. Stone, B. Goodwin, Inspector W. Yeend, the town clerk, C.H. Wood, the Mayor of
Guildford, William Harvey, the Chief Constable, W. Oliver, DS A. Manfield, Police sargeants A.

Steeds, A. Brazier, and J. Hill, Police constables A. Hayward and P. Bowd. (©)

Medals worn by:

PCs Truelove, Demount, I mi t h, W Turner, J O6Shea, G Th
J Look Police Sergeant Goodwimspector Yeend, Detective Sergeant Manfield

(served but is in plain clothes) Police Sergeant Brazier
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1965 Probably Surrey Advertiser
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Police Sergeanwilliam Hall
Surrey Constabulary
214 Queendirst World War
Wounded and Invalided

Dorking and Leatherhead Advertisedune 1915

Dorking Constables enlist

PCs WJ Hall, William Frampton and A. Weller have this week joined the Colours. Out
of the Dorking Division of the Surrey Constabulary eighhstables are serving their
King and country. Four were on the reserve when war broke out.

Surrey Constable loses a foot

News has come to hand that Private William James Hall whose home is in Camberley

and who before the war was a constable in the $@omnstabulary has lost his right

foot as a result of the action. He joined theu e e nds at Tunbri dge Wel
the 2/4" moved from Bedford he was transferred to that battalion. He is now in hospital

in England and t appears from a letter reediby his parents a day or two ago that the

greater part of his right foot was swept away by a shell and the rest had to be amputated.

PC Hall only joined the Surrey Constabulary in Novemberfast.

Surrey Mirror- Friday 22 November 1940
Oxted Police Officer Retires. Lost A Legn Suvla Bay Landing

After 28 years in the Police Force, Police Sergeant William Hall, Divisional Clerk at
Oxted, retired on Saturday. He joined the Berkshire Constabuldi§lid andserved

first at Reading andhen for two years at Clewer. An early recollection of his was of an
occasion when he was detailed to take home the superintendent's horse from the royal
shoot in Windsor Great Park. Losing his way in the woods, he was concerned to find

himself rightinthevay of the guns. "1 might have been
worse than that was the unqualified abuse | received from the royal verdurers for
di sturbing the game in the coverts that we

Sergeant Hall transferred to tBarrey Constabulary in 1914, and in the following year,

learning his lifelong friend had been killed, he enlisted and went with the 2/4th
Queentdts to Gallipoli. "The troopship stear
Sergeant Hall, "and we leapt frofnet ship on to barges, which were towed ashore.

Alighting, we stole up the hillside through the scrub and lay down among the rocks.

With the dawn the enemy opened fire on the monitors and then shortened the range and

201 Surrey Advertisefll September 1915
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shells began to plaster the hillsidex Sours after landing | was hit in the foot and lost

it

returned to England on the

next

ship

Then followed 24 years police clerical service, for the last four years at Oxted. Because
of his artificial leg, said Sergeant. Hall, there had been litteation in his work, but
he remembered one Easter Monday when he, the only man immediately available,
cycled to intercept a man who had been seen hurrying from a temporarily unoccupied
house stuffing jewellery in his pockets as he ran. Sergeant Hallimet hile from
the house and arrested him. The man had wounded himself with a revolver he had found

in his quest for spoil. When examining ttevolver,he pressed the muzzle against a

finger of his left hand and must have pulled the trigger with the dtlaed.
Miraculously, the bullet lodged in the finger bone.

Sergeant Hal |l 6s successor at Oxted i
sergeant. Mr. Hood has been assistant divisional clerk hereGuotaleer 1937 andas
previously at Dorking°?

|

Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 18 September 1915

——

DORKING POLICEMAN WOUNDED.

anate Wnlll%t Hall, of the 5th

Queen’s a Surrey Regiment, a
former Do:&i pohco-cons{able. has had
the mwfortnno to lose a foot in the opera-
tions at Gallipoli. He i§ now in the
Royal Vlctorxa Hoc&xll:l Netley ey, and in
a letter to Supt. Coleman he says: “I will
now try and write you a few , for I
lfn«al sure yoxz l:nll be pIeai:d to h :i" tgrom

e. ings have
cinoo loagng you three mon pfon ago,

202 Surrey Mirror- Friday 22 November 1940
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Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 18 September 1915

many are the interesting and thrilling
sights that I have seen during that time.
It is with much regret that I have to tell
yon my services as a soldier have ended,
still, I shall not be able to re-

om the 8»olice) Force, for I lost my right
oot m alhpox which will mean look-
ing lor a fresh job. I remogbor quite
lain fter ascertaini what damage

he s ell had done tallﬁgg m that
my career asg a hoomnn wuondod
which filled me mth many regre Ky
H brother hag also been woundod since,

tho hldonoth‘ﬁw t.bo.:dogluly
on
well. It g%w nearly a month dn'w{
was woundod. oo tlut nmly all pain has
’ono r¥ clean wound, the
un’ ht off at the ankle. for
eol] very thankfnl for so many
maimed ternbly Itis a
xbutly aa _and one would think
such a thing as civilisation non
t nrpl'h. no Totly the lnght-hurtod

v b.pﬁln ﬂro. Neur y ewryb‘:lﬁ

wumwwmo
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Police Constable36 Aubrey Charles Harris
Guildford Borough Police
Sergeant (Bomb Aimer) RAFVR

Killed aged 30 25 June 1943

PC Harrisserved as a Sergeant (Bomb Aimer) in the Royal Air Force Volunteer
Reserve No 90 Squadron. Aged 30 when he died, PC Harris was the son of Major
Charles Basil Harris, Royal Atrtillery, and Gertrude Ann Harris; husband of Melissa
Alexandra Harris, of Onslow Mage, Guildford. He had been a member of Guildford
Borough Police. Aubrey Hatrris is buried in Haasrode Churchgeudsels.

PC Harris was born on the 30 December 1912 in St Helier, Jersey joining the police in
Guildford Borough on the 30 July 1932 whHemwas 20. He was sworn in the Guildhall

on the 5 August 1932. When joining he was single and a clerk living in 19 Hillsborough
Road, Luton

Service:
27 November 1935 commended by HM Judge of Assize Mr Justice Finlay, at
Hampshire Assizes for his amti in assisting in the arrest of a car thief subsequently

sentenced to death for murder. On the 7 Apr

From: Rob Davis Bomber Command Losses Database.
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DATE: 24-Jun1943 / 25Jun1943UNIT: 90 SquadromIRCRAFT: Stirling 11l RAF
BASE: West WickhanTAKE-OFF AT: 23:32SERIAL: BK813
CODES: WP: OTARGET: WuppertalCAUSE OF LOSS: Shot down by fighter

PILOT: Teede, Walter Henry, Flight Sergeant, RAAF (Aus/16774) (killed)
CREW: Sergeant E H Stanton (flight engineer)igéher of War), Sergeant
Hyman Levine (navigator) (658831) (killedgergeant Aubrey Charles Harris
(bomb aimer) (1319009) (killed) Flight Sergeant Leo Petersen RNZAF (NZ/403611)
[Killed] RNZAF (wireless operator) (R/114943) (killed), Sergeant Patricikeia
Taylor (midupper gunner) (1346152) (killed), Flight Sergeant Gordon
Henderson RNZAF (rear gunner) (NZ2/42327) (killed)

Bomb Aimer: Sgt Aubrey Charles Harris RAFVR 1319009 [Killed] Friday June
25, 1943. Haasrode Churchyard, Belgium Grave 3 $b Maj. Charles Basil
Harris Royal Artillery and Gertrude Ann Ahier HarrisHusband of Melissa
Alexandra  Harris of Onslow Village Guildford Surrey CWGC:
https://www.cwgc.org/finevar-dead/casualty/28964 35

Retired Sergeant Bill Leahy (who died2008) Guildford Borough Policerote that

PC Harris had been a member of Guildford B
man as Bill was for Aubrey at his wedding. Police officers could not join up until 1942

as they were in a reserved occupation. Aubrey became aircrew and was Kkilled on his

way back from his 18 mission and was buried in the churchyard in Belgium with full

military honours provided by the Germans.

Another member of the Borough was DI Percy Bailey. As the war drew to its violent

end, police officers were recruited into therrol Commission to act mainly as police

commanders in towns in the former occupied areas and within Germany. Mr Bailey
became Lt Colonel and during his tour Vvisi:
police reports of the death and burial. Mr Baitggl not return to the police.

Bill was to name his second son after Aubr&éfr s Har ri s, Aacdmeey 6s Wwi i
Mrs Melissa Rodd) and is the Godmother to
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Police Constable Cyril V Hearn
British Empire Medal
Surrey Constabulary
Second World War
Royal Military Police Special Investigation Branch
Sergeant6769169

Cyril Hearnds bi ogr apWihRadl MiNaoyrPalice Speeiad r n ,
Investigation Branch in North Africa & Italy during WWILondon: The Adventurers
Club.

From a policeman extraordinary and one of England’'s most decorated men, C.V. Hearn,
here is a racy account and graphic portrayal of the thrilling stories of wartime crime,
when the author was a member of the Armlittee-known Special Investigation
Branch. Of the many battlegrounds of WWII none gripped the British public's
imagination as strongly as North Africa. In this fasdving story of a fasioving,

fluid war, the author has chosen the more exotic, the more bizarrdaeumdore un
English types of crime committed abro&ksert Assignmeturisties with exciting
incident involving murderers, arms traffickers, drug peddlers, espionage, dope, vice and
intrigue on a grand style.

CV Hearn?203

C.V. Hearn was known as a tough, plapeaking policeman, who upheld the traditions

of law and order, honestly and impartially. He pulled no punches in his work and pulls
none in this book. The qualities of British policemen are well known throughout the
world - quiet, helpful, efficient, stolid, and calm in the face of chaos, with the ability to

203 War time photo for Cyril Hearn copied from ttisok Foreign Assignment by Nick Brent
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make big decisions when the occasion demands. Instead, Hearn became a tough and
ruthless breaker of international gangs and excelled as shiasting law enforement

officer, allied with a Cockney wit, a determined spirit and a profound respect for British
justice and police methods.

CMP. 62 Sect SIB. From New Malden. Regimental number in London Gazette reads
6769162, see this number for more details. Cyril i¢dearn. He was the author of

three books Desert Assignment, Foreign Assignment and Russian Assignment. All
stories relating to his wartime service in the SIB. C V Hearn joined the Surrey
Constabulary after the war and wrote two book about his wartime&i8 they were
Foreign Assignment and Desert Assignnm@ft.

Decoration: British Empire MedalGazette Date194509-20 Gazette Issue37274
Gazette Paged674

Citation: Regimental number on citation reads 6769169. Italy. Citation for BEM. The
abovenamed NCO has, over a long period, continually distinguished himself by his
high sense of duty, perseverance, and hard work, showing a great degree of bravery
under difficut and unusual circumstances. His cheerful character, together with the
above remarks, have inspired other members of this section, and has led to the arrest of
many dangerous criminals, both Service personnel and civilians. In my opinion, he
merits and awa of the BEM.

One example of his work in the Special Investigation Branch is as follows: Many
offences had been committed by a gang of armed dedieidees in this Area during

the later months of 1944 and it became know that certain deserters, owefl kanthis
Section, were responsible. Extensive enquiries were made and certain plans adopted.
On 28 Noemberl944, two members of this gang were arrested. They were armed with
Italian pistols. The known ringleader and other members of his gang wea¢ Istitie.

On 5 Deember194444., information was received that these men were in a public
square in Bari. Sgt. Hearn and two other SIB men accompanied by a CMP Patrol went
to this square. The CMP Patrol could not be actively employed in the searcle for th
deserters because of their conspicuous dress and were told to watch the movements of
the SIB men. Sgt Hearn and the other two SIB men then went into the crowded square
and commenced to look for the deserters. It was well known that they would be armed
ard they would resist arrest. As he neared four men (3 British deserters and an Italian
criminal) they opened fire with automatic pistols and ran quickly away, firing at the Sgt
and other SIB men as they did so, but without hitting them. Sgt Hearn chasefl two

the men towards the CMP patrol. On seeing the patrol one of the two men (the
ringleader) opened fire on them. A CMP Cpl returned the fire and shot the deserter,
who was then arrested. Sgt Hearn continued after the other man and eventually arrested

204 http://www.corpsofmilitarypolice.org/soldier/465/
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him. The remaining two deserters escaped in the large crowd that gathered, but good
work by Sgt Hearn led to their arrest the following day. Subsequent on this incident,
Sgt Hearn brought about the arrest of no less than 24 Italians who were charged with
beingconcerned with the deserters in larceny and receiving stolen property. Property
to the value of over £4,000 (W D vehicles etc) was recovered against the ringleader
alone. It is considered that the arrest of this gang had a great deterrent effect on other
less dangerous deserters who might then have been in this Area and the good work of
Sgt. Hearn enabled this Section to concentrate on other pressing work. Recommended
by: DAPM 62 SIS. Maj APM HQ 54 Area. Brigadier Comd 54 Area. Maj Gen Comd

3 District. Natonal Archive WO 373/73.
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PC 248William Thomas Herrett KPM
Surrey Constabulary Killed on Duty 22 October 1928
Grenadier Guards

Grenadier Guards No 32298rving duringFirst World War and was gassethlisted
30 Januaryl915 aged 21 yeammemonthi although occupation given as Dairyman.
His Grenadier Guardsumberis very close to other Surrey Police Constalfiesm

press cuttings Kngobés Pol i ce

MAgkad 83 awaoded i Gagl 6lsa nR a lyi c e

Medal posthumouslyin 1926 he married Minnie Hilda Perry and they ad sons,
Stanley William and Victor Thomas Herrgt police cadet killed on National Service

fighting terrorists in Malaya).

William T Herrett was killed by a runaway horse on 22nd October 1928. He died in
King Edward VII hospital, Windsor Berkshire, aged 33 years and was buried on the

26" October 1928 in Elstead.

TR AW W RN

nd.

C

~ ¥ ARTAEEy SATUD G
INEFFICIENT SILENCER. — Percy
Jamés Woods, 32, Essex-road, Basing-
stoke, was fined 10s. for not having an
efficient silencer on his motor-cycle, P.C.
Herrett stating that the machine was

kin i :
af ‘QB JQ{L loud noise when passing

¥YEIITL .

Surrey Mirror 18 December 1925

BETCHWORTH.

Surrey Mirror 15 January 1926
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1928 October22: PC 248 William Thomas
Herrett aged thirtythreewas run down when
stopping a runaway horse and dustcart in
Bagshot where he was stationed and lived with
his wife and son. PC Herrett was coming off
duty as the children were leaving school. A
dustman dropped a bin, which caused a horse
to bolt. PC Herrett threw his bicycle down and
grabbed the reigns of the horse in an attempt to
stop it but lost his footing on the wet road and
was run over by the cart. He was taken to
Windsor Hospital by horse and cart where he
died of his injuries. He had served in the
Grenadier Guards during the First World War
when he was gassed. As a result of his actions
he was awardedth6€i ngbés Pofoi ce Meda
bravery and Carnegie Heroes Trust Certificate
posthumously%®

Constableds Sad E

Run over in anattempt to stop Runaway horse

The death occurred in tragic circumstances in
Windsor hospital on Monday evening of PC William Thomas Herrett, formerly the
village constable at Elstead. Constable Herrett received the injuries from which he
subsequently dieith a gallant attempt to stop a runaway horse at Bagshot earlier in the
day. The horse, attached to a dustcart, took fright at the noise caused by something
falling from the cart, and dashed down the main street, where a number of children were
at play. Caoistable Herrett, in attempting to stop the runaway, slipped and fell in the
track of the cart, one of the wheels of which passed over his body. He was removed
i mmedi ately to Windsor Hospital, where he
was born inBabs Mead, Farnham, thirthiree years ago, and was educated at West
Street School. On leaving school he was employed by the Farnham Dairy Company
and afterwards by Messrs. W. Kingham and Saipon the outbreak of hostilities in
1914 he enlisted in ther@adierGuards anderved throughout the war. He was badly
gassed. After his demobilisation, he joined the Surrey Constabulary.

205The TimeswWednesday, Oct 24, 1928
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Up to two years ago he was stationed at Elstead. While in that village he married Miss

M. H. Perry the daughter of the lateeM Per ry and Mrs Perry, of
Common, and almost immediately afterwards was posted to Bagshot where he had been
ever since. During the two years that he was at Elstead Constable Herrett interested
himself in the social activities of the lgje and was very popular and highly respected.

He will be remembered for his work in connection with the RAOB for he was
responsible for the foundation of the Loyal Elstéadige anddid all that was in his

power to make it a dly. Higwook foaBuffaloifm vasimo s hi ng
confined to Elstead, for he paid a leading part in the activities of the Order throughout

the county of Surrey. His untimely death came as a great shock to a host of his friends

in Elstead, and also in Farnham. His mothed for a period in Castle View, Farnham.

By his death the Police Force has lost a tried and valued servant, and one whose memory

will be honoured by all who knew him. He leaves a widow and one child in
bereavement. At an inquest held at Windsor on Méeday afternoon the Coroner

returned a verdict of death from shock and haemorrhage as a result of being knocked
down and run over by a dust cart belonging to the Windlesham Urban District Council

while attempting to stop the horse; which had run awaygwit o t he fAnegl i gen
said Council in not keeping the said horse under proper control. The funeral takes place

this Friday.

Bagshot Policeman Killed
Dragged 50 yards By Runaway Horse
Yesterdayods Funeral at EI ste

In an attempt to stop a runaway horse at Bagshot on Monday afternoon. PC William
Thomas Herrett who lived at 6 Church Road, Bagshot, was knocked down and carried
fifty yards along the road beneath the dust cart to witch the animal was attached. He
was soseverely injured that he died in Windsor Hospital the same evening. The
circumstances of the fatality were investigated at an inquest at Windsor on Wednesday,
when the jury returned a verdict of civil negligence against Windlesham Urban District
Council, he owners of the horse and cart. PC Herrett was in the High Street at the time
of the accident, and having finished his period of duty, was about to go home to tea.
When taken from beneath the cart he was found to be suffering from terrible head and
interral injuries. After attention by Dr A. T. Crutwell the Bagshot ambulance took him
to Windsor Hospital where he passed away a:
the hospital just after husband died.

The Funeral

Captain M. L. Sant, Chief Constapland over 120 officers and men of the Surrey
Constabulary attended the funeral at Elstead yesterday (Friday) afternoon. All the
divisions in the county were represented and among the officers were Superintendents
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W.R. Lucas, (Farnham), A. Dawes (Chertseljspectors Gray (Egham), Evans
(Woking) Dibley (Hersham) Pickard (Farnham) and Rendell (Caterham). There were
also present large a number of special constables from Bagshot and other districts, a
contingent of men from the Hants Constabulary, and menolbéine Bagshot Division

of the St John Ambulance Brigade. The bearers from the Bagshot section of the
Chertsey Division were Sergeant Holl oway,
and Wood. Mrs Holloway, wife of Sergeant Holloway represented theswivefficers

and men of the Bagshot Division. Windlesham Urban Council were represented by Mr.
H. W. Penford, a member and Mr Cyril Gray, surveyor. Two Guardsmen represented
the Grenadier Guards------- . The police and representatives of other bolities the
pathway to the church and the Venerable J. G. S. Syme (rector) conducted the service.

1928 November 1 lllustrated Police News: PC William Thomas Herrett Surrey
Constabulary: Brave Constable Killed in Stopping a Runaway Horse at Bagshot:

A | e notmed many columns of evidence in the newspapers with regard to the police
in general, but one small paragraph stating that this officer met his death in the
discharge of his duties does more to strengthen the belief of the people of the country

intha r

police than any evidence

whi ch may

This remark was made by Mr ET Close, Clerk to the Windlesham Council, at a
Windsor inquest on PC William Thomas Herrett aged tkintge married, who was

killed whilst trying to stop a runaway horse ingdaot High Street. The horse attached

to a dust cart took fright and rushed down the busy main street where many children
were at play. Constable Herrett made a gallant attempt to stop the runaway. He was
knocked down and dragged some distance. When pigketle was found to be
seriously injured about the head. He was taken to Windsor hospital where he died at six
o6cl ock.

After

further evidence the jury returned
on the part of the Windlesham Urban Dist@duncil knowing the horse to be restless
and not taking roper care to see he was under proper céfftrol.

A POLICEMAN'S DEATH.

The committee conveyed their hy
to Mrs. ll«rﬂtmllndmtho(het nd,
P.C. William Herrctt, who, in October, was
killed as the result of aticmpting to stop a

mnm- horse at Bﬁoc was granted
9. a together
wnt an annual .llowunco of i Ss. for her

Surrey Advertrser 05 January 1929

206 1928 November 1 lllustrated Police News from Henry Pelham October 2020
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2B | S PicKED U SERioUSLY INJURED.
e |

rme <:o~3r“¢l WA DRACCED UNDER THE CART
BRAVE CONSTABLE KILLED IN STOPPING RUNAWAY HORSE.
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Junior Police Clerk Victor Thomas Herrett Aged 19
Grenadier Guards
Killed in Action in Malaya 12th March 1949

™~

Much of the following information is from the late PS591 JH Futcher who served as a
ABoy Clerkd at the same time as Victor, wi

Victor was the son of PC Herrett KPM who was killed whilst on di#g9. He was

born after his father had been killed and after his mother returned to her family home
AMerri ewoodo, Beacon View Road, VFWittwmtead wh
grew up in Elstead where he went to school befereing at Farnham asJunior Police

Clerk the forerunner to the police cadets and was called up in the late 1940s for National
Service.Victor was born on 26th May 1929 and joined the Grenadier Guards, his
fatherdés regi ment, on Nat i on anths wakilledi ce age
on activeservice in Malaya fighting guerrillas in the jungle.

On the 1¥ March 1949 the RAF attacked a camp overlooking the Sungei Jeloh
squatter area where 600 squatters had been evacuated under new emergency
regulations. They had beassisting the terrorists with food and money. Grenadiers
followed up the air strike and found nothing of interest except a fewdesgrted

huts. The following day a Grenadier patrol commanded by Capt. DW Hargreaves was
ambushed in the Sungei Jeloh valteear Kajang, 15 miles south of Kuala Lumpur.

His platoon of 20 men was driving up a track, which was found to be impassable due
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to logs blocking the way. The bandits opened heavy automatic fire when the vehicle
stopped. Three Guardsmen were killed imrataly. Grenades were thrown at them
and the bandits fired-xch mortar bombs.

From fAOnce A ThHe Gemdea Guandsnl9451995 by Oliver Lindsay
Page 38 and 39.

AThe platoon having jumped out, fired back
eneny , 0 Hargreaves recalls. fiLeaving someone
from the vehicle, | charged up the hill with three men, although the scrub was waste

high. I could see the flashes of the enemy

bullet mssing my backbone by one eighth of an inch. Behind me three more
Guardsmen and Cpl. JP Chriscoli MM, who had fought at Mareth were hit. The
Corporal and one of the Guardsmen died of

Note from the family: Victor should not have been in themy as he was a
haemophiliac and almost died having a tooth out and had no chance of surviving a
wound.

Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Casualty: GuardsmanV T HERRETT

Served WithGrenadier Guards

Died: 12th March 1949

Buried In:Kuala Lumpur (Geras Road) Civil Cemetery
Malaysia

Grave ReferenceRow 16 Grave 934

Additional Information: Age 19

The Cemetery is situated south of Kuala Lumpur, to the left of Cheras Highway
tollgates. It can be reached by turning left immediately after the ttgaCrossing

the car park, follow the top leftand lane to the end, thus reaching the
Commonwealth Cemetery gatéd fence planted with climbers and hedges that backs
onto the new highway encloses the Commonwealth Cemdtamy of the graves

are of grvicemen who died in Pudu Jail, a temporary prisoner of war camp.
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PC 202 Edward Alfred (Ted) Hines
Aircraftman 2" Class (Pilot U/T) RAFVR
Died aged 29 19 February 1945

PC Hines was killed on service with the RAF in a flying accidemtiesaftsman 29

Class (Pilot U/T) Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. PC Hines was age 29 when he
died the son of William Henry George and Elsie Amel Hines, of East Croydon, London;
husbawl of Doris Gertrude Hines, of Wakefield, W. Yorks. He is buried in Bulawayo
(Athlone) Cemetery.

PC Hines joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 28 January 1940 being sworn on the 2
February 1940 aged 24 having been born in Croydon. He was 5 fieeh&8 tall with

a pale complexion dark brown hair and hazel eyes. His trade was tile fixer working for
Walkers (Tooling) Ltd., Beddington Lane Croydon and was living at 123 Alexandra
Road, Croydon.

He was posted to York Town on the 16 March 1940 and ftaere, on the 28 June
1943 he left to join the RAF having beenmserved on the 1 July 1942.

Bulawayo (Athlone) Cemetery belongs to the Town Council. There are 7

Commonwealth burials of the 191418 war and a further 133 of the 19B®45 watr.
(CWGC site)

Family Group Sheet for Edward Alfred Hines

Husband: Edward Alfred Hines

Birth: 24 Apr 1915 in Croydon
Marriage: 1942 in Croydon; 2a1668 1q 1942
Death: 19 Feb 1945 in Bulawayo ; aircraft accident
Burial:  Bulawayo cemetery S Rhodesia
Father:  William Henry George Hines
Mother:  Elsie Amelia Kerrell*

Wife: Doris Gertrude Slate

Father:
Mother:

Children:

Notes:

Edward Alfred Hines

Served with the RATG Salisbury Southern Rhodesia Killed in an aircraft accident over Paddys Valley Farm
Camp "Induna" near Bulawayo 19th Feb 1945 Service No 1609068

Effects to his widow Doris Gertrude A390 16s 1d Probate Llandudno 17 8 1945

RATG is Rhodesian Air Training Group
Sources:

1 Ancestry.com, Public Member Trees (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2006),
Ancestry.com, Record for Elsie Amelia Kerrell.
https://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dlI?db=1030&h=-44177187&indiv=try.
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Family Group Sheet for William Henry George Hines

Husband: William Henry George Hines

Birth: 02 Feb 1888
Death: 1953 in croydon
Father:

Mother:

Wife: Elsie Amelia Kerrell*

Birth:  Jan 1881 in Croydon, Surrey, England*
Death: 30 Aug 1946
Father:  Alfred James KERRELL!
Mother:  Agnes Elizabeth Josephs?®

Children:

1 Name: Edward Alfred Hines *

M Birth: 24 Apr 1915 in Croydon
['H Marriage: 1942 in Croydon; 2a1668 1q 1942
Death: 19 Feb 1945 in Bulawayo ; aircraft accident
Burial: Bulawayo cemetery S Rhodesia
Spouse:  Doris Gertrude Slate

2 Name: Harold William Hines®
M Birth:  1925!
e Death: 1929!

Notes:

William Henry George Hines
Discharged from Army 14 8 1918 Royal Army Service Corps Sgt t/242015

Edward Alfred Hines

Served with the RATG Salisbury Southern Rhodesia Killed in an aircraft accident over Paddys Valley Farm
Camp "Induna" near Bulawayo 19th Feb 1945 Service No 1609068

Effects to his widow Doris Gertrude A390 16s 1d Probate Llandudno 17 8 1945

RATG is Rhodesian Air Training Group

Sources:
1 Ancestry.com, Public Member Trees (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2006),
Ancestry.com, Record for Elsie Amelia Kerrell. 207
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Police Sergeant 372 Harry Hoyle
Coldstream Guards
Corps of Military Police
Surrey Constabulary
Second World War

13 June 1915

Born Newcastle Upon Tyne

Storeman at Newcastle Brewery

2 January 1934

Enlisted Coldstream Guards 2656240

Served 3 Battalion Egypt and Palestine

Home duties

23 October 1937

Transferred to Reserves joined Surrey Constabulary PC37
posted to Woking

1939

Voters list shown Woking Police station but living Swanstg
Cottage, St Johndés yRoad, W

9 September 193¢

Married Alice May Bridle, Beddington, Surrey

September 1939

2, Hillview, St Johns Woking He a PC, reserve Coldsteam
Guards she unpaid domestic duties

2 December 1939

Recalled to Colours

3 January 1940

Transferred to Corps dfilitary Police Provost Co Exeter

29 March 1940

To France with BEF

25 May 1940

Wounded in Stuka attack on command post in Belgium

27 May 1940

Brought to England by hospital ship and transferred to We
Super Mare hospital

26 October 1940

Resumed dtiesi posted the Keogh Barracks, Mychett as d
and small arms instructor

8 November 1940

Promoted sergeant

30 May 1941

110 Provost Company

7 November 1942

Deepcut or Depot(?) PT20 102/42 Index card then shows
Depot and TE List E (B) 29 8 48/45 Inkerman Barracks,
Woking

18 September
1945

Relegated to Class W. Royal A. Reserve. V88/45. Demob
re-joined Surrey Constabulary at Egham as divisional
motorcyclist living at 76, Bond Street, Englefield Green

1951

Mersthamlondon County Councthad built estate of 5,000
houses for people mostly from East London, who had lost
their homes in the Blitz. The 5 constables and a sergeant
posted to live on that estate, were all over 6 feet tall, and

served in a Guards Regiment or Military Police

1953

Posted to Redhill
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30 June 1959 Discharged from Reserve Liability

1 April 1960 Promoted sergeant and posted to Oxted
1960 Lived Radstock Way, Reigate

April 1968 Retired

September 2005 | Died aged 90

Medals General Service (Palestine)

1939/1945 Star 1939,1945 War Medal
The Defence Medal

Information from son, John Hoyle, former member of the Surrey Constabulary:

We n t to war in a commandeered butcher o6s
and six rounds of ammunition. Himit was directed to somewhere near Bailleul near
Belgian border to guard a command post.

The post came under attack from Stuka bombers resulting in the post being completely
destroyed with Harry the only survivor. He had lost most of his clothing iexghlesion

and was covered in blood, most of which
in the left wrist and arm.

Harry hitched a ride on a passing ambulance that already had three casualties on board.
They had to take shelter during a further borghattack on a railway siding. One of

the bombs hit a wagon loaded with ammunition causing a huge explosion. The
ambulance driver took fright and ran off. Harry took over as driver being the least
injured, arriving eventually at Dunkerque. One of the alims in the ambulance had

vV a

Cc a|

died during the journey to the port. Harry

evacuation in the crypt of a bombed church laying on straw whilst nuns came around
with huge jugs of cold coffee. He had not eaten or had argytbidrink for three days
and so it was the best cup of coffee he had ever tasted.

The following day he was evacuated on board a hospital ship called the St David,
(which was later sunk) and taken to Newhaven where he was put on a train and taken
to hosjital in Weston Super Mare. Harry was joined by his wife who stayed with him

in the town until he recovered.

1939 Woking Register
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Voters List Woking 1939

POLLING DISTRICT N. .PARISH Or WOKING

(MAYBURY AND MOUNT HERMON WARD).

435 R —  Lott, Otto Jean 114 GUILDFORD ROAD—contd. .
436 Bw Ow Jameson, Winifred Alice 12
Abode—40 Foley Street, 8
437 — Ow Lang.d‘ Gwendoline | 12a J London' b
rcca Abode—4a The Grove, Horsell, Wokin
438 — Ow  Lucy, Ivy Marguerite : 13 5 o
(Abode—The Cotteridge Hotel, Woking)
430 — Ow  Kynaston, Joan Beryl 14
Abode—Newlands, Maybury Hill
440 — O t§Hoyle, William Henry (MA e :
(Abode—Swanston Cottage, St. John's Road, Woking)
441 R O Smyth, John County School for Boys
442 Rw Dw Smyth, Winifred Edna County School for Boys
43 R O Swallow, George Nelson Lynn  Mendelssohn House
444 Rw Dw Swallow, Dorothy Mabel Mendelssohn House
445 R O Wolfe, Horace Edward Police Station
446 Rw Dw Wolfe, Alice Kate Police Station
447 R O Elkins, William George Police Station
448 Rw Dw Elkins, Mabel Police Station
449 R 0 Hoyle, Harry Police Station
450 R 0 Butler, Charles Arthur Police Station
451 R (6] Cooper, George Archibald Police Station
452 R (6] Mahoney, John Heary Police Station
463 R O Lund, Henry John Adam Police Station
454 R (0] Richardson, Frank William Police Station
456 R O Bloomer, Harold Police Station
466 R (8] Reaper, James Police Station
457 R O Hill, William Frank Police Station
458 R O Norfolk, Horace Moyer Police Station
450 R O Wheal, Herbert John Police Station
460 R O Sayer, Frederick Thomas Police Station
461 R O Warren, Sidney Albert Police Station
462 R O Gould, Leonard John Police Station
463 R O  Goodenough, Percy Alexander Police Station
464 R O  Nicholas, Royal Edwin Police Station
1939 Woking
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Military Service Record from RMP Museum October 2020
The below camdrom the Internet in October 2020 from Barrie Friend

Name: H

Surname: Hoyle

Fate: Wounded

Incident Details: Reported To War Office Casualty Section for the 24 hours ended at
09.00

Incident Date: 11/06/1940

Information: Casualty List No. 228.

Rank: Lance Grporal

Service Number: 2656240

Duty Location: France

Service: British Army

Regiment: Corps Of Military Police

Archive Reference: WO 417/13

Collection: WWII Daily reports (missing, dead, wounded & POWSs)

First Name: H

Surname: Hoy

Incident Date: 1940

Rank: Guardsman

Service Number: 2656240
Clasps Awarded: Palestine
Authority: A.O. 247 of 1939
Served During Qualifying Period: Coldstream Guards
Service: British Army

Primary Unit: Coldstream Guards
Archive ReferenceVO100/502
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Superintendent Harry John Jennings
MBE for Conspicuous Service
First World War
Superintendent and Deputy Chief Constable
Surrey Constabulary

1909 October 5: The speed of motor cars: At the Godalming police court yesterday
Colonel CounGleichen of London was summoned for having driven a motor car at a
greater speed than 10 miles an hour on September 25. Superintendent Jennings said that
Count Gleichen drove the car at a speed of more than 16 miles an hour. A fine of £1
was imposed with asts. Miss Gladys Wright of Parsonage House, Witley was
summoned for a speed of over 15 and half miles per hour. She was fined £1 with costs.
Twelve previous convictions were recorded against Frederick Kerr of Harmapton
Thames whose speed was allegedemwer 15 and half miles an hour. He was fined

£5 and ordered to pay £3 6s 2d cé%s.

1912. Superintendent Jennings, HaslemereA clerk made off from a bank in
Bournemouth with asuitcase containing £2,000a considerable sum. The
superintendent receivethformation that the suspect was on Marley Common,
Haslemere and with Sergeant Lightfoot and a number of constables he went to the edge

of the common. Darkness fell and having been told the suspect had been seen with a
woman on impulse, the superintendena | | ed i n a falsetto voice
his utter astonishment the superintendent saw the suspect and continuing in his falsetto

voice encouraged the suspect to come to him, which he did and was arrested.

1913 OIC Godalming Division

In October, lhe Chief Constable was asked to give evidence before a Committee dealing
with DORA regulations on prostitutes, but he felt that the best evidence they could
obtain would be that of one Superintendent Jennings of the Godalming Division and
the Assistant Prost Marshal of Witley Camp, both of whom have seen the

0indescribably filthy conditiond (he enume
of the 31 women so far prosecuted. The prc
appoint ment of O antb three Ghief Constablke intludexl sa Geparate,

speci al report dated 5 December 1918 on ¢

formation, eligibility and duties in detai?

May 1921 MBE for conspicuous service during the War

208 The Times(London, England), Tuesday, Oct 05, 1909
209 Marion Edwardshttps://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/storp@licemandot-the-surreypolice-
in-wartimepart4-1918/
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Sergeant25 Edgar Cecil Kimber
Reigate Borough Police
Grenadier Guards First World War

Kimber Edgar Cecil PC2Recalled to Colours, mobilised 5.8.1914 joined Grenadier
Guards 2¢Bn on 30.11.1914 wounded on 29.9.1916 serving in Flanders Frénce
gunshot wound to righhigh. First enlisted 28.5.1906 at Chatham into Royal West Kent
Regt No 8301 aged 18 years 3 months, occupation Baker. Transferred to Grenadier
Guards No 12840 on 1.9.1906. Transferred to Army Reserve 28.5:1®@igust
1914.Recalled to colours, mobiksl August 1914 joined the Grenadier Guardg, 2
Battalion, wounded on September 1916 whilst serving in Frameenshot wound to

right thigh. Wounded during fighting on the Somme:-j&iring Reigate Borough 17
January 1919 after demob 2 January 1919. &keReigate Borough Police August 14,
1942.

Edgar Kimber was born in 1890 in Romsey, Hampshire. He died in 1985 from the
death index it shows Surrey South Eastern, so probably Reigate.

Married in October 1914 to Lydia Alice Fox.

1939reqister living a2 Norbury Road, Reigate Surrey, with LydiaVife and Lilian
iTDaughter . Edgar Kimber 6s Gleaotap at i on i
Rolls show the family living at 2 Norbury Road, Reigate, Surrey fromi941862

1942 August 14 Surrey Mirror, Segeant Edgar Cecil Kimber, Reigate Borough

Police: Police retirement:A long career in the Reigate Borough Police Force has some

to an end with the retirement of Sergeant Edgar Cecil Kimber, to whom a parting gift

has been made from his fellow officers.r@sant Kimber joined the Force in on

December ¥, 1911, coming from the Grenadier Guards, which regiment-jemed

on August 8, 1914 He served four years and 179 days in the Great War and saw active
service in Flanders. He-joined the Force on February11919 and served as a

constable until Jun&4,1932 when he was promoted sergeant on the recommendation

of the present Chief Constabl e. During Ser
received many commendations from mégisl benches, Watch Committees and

Chief Constables. The present from the Force was in the form of a bookcase and bureau.

The Chief Constable (Mr WH Beacher) in making the presentation referred to Sergeant

Ki mber as a fAborn pol iionalymark and vath @splendidl don e
record. He concluded by wishing the sergeant, his wife and family, long life and
happiness. Sergeant Kimber suitably replied.
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Police Constable235/PC69Walter Croucher King
Surrey Constabulary
Military Foot Police

King Walter Croucher PC235 on-j@ning Surrey Constabulary PC69. Aged 20 in
September 1914 joined Surrey Constabulary 17 August 1914. Military Foot Police
MFP No P18926 May 1915. Later rpined Surrey Constabulary Horley, Caterham,
Camberley, Eghami-oragn marriage Register lists forename as William (all over
confirmatory info proves Walter)

Died whilst serving operitonitis April 1939

1939 April 22 Surrey Advertiser: Walter Croucher King: Surrey Constabulary:

Police Constablebs sudden dAdter tarhiliness ochpr essi v
only three days PC Walter Croucher King a member of the staff at Egham police station

died in Wind®er Hospital on Friday evening last week. He was taken suddenly ill on
Wednesday shortly after he went on duty and was removed to hospital on Thursday for

an operation for peritonitis.

PC King had been in the force for 25 years. He came to Egham frome@aynbearly
five years ago and before then was stationed at Horley and Caterham. He was a popular
and efficient officer and his passing is regretted by a wide circle of friends.

During the war he served with the Military Foot Police in France. He leavwedow
and one daughter.

The dead officer was accorded full police honours at his funeral which took place on
Tuesday. There was a choral service at Egham parish church conducted by the vicar.
The following acted as bearers, Police Sergeants Backskgham) Smith
(Weybridge) Lucas (Chertsey) Gostling, Addlestone, Newman (Walton) and Howard
(Hersham).

The family mourners were Mrs King, (widow) Miss Margaret King (daughter) Mr and
Mrs Eric King (brother and sister in law) Mr Bestl (brother in law) Miarshall (aunt)
PC and Mrs S (?)

There were also present Superintendents Currey (Weybridge) and A King (Oxted).
Inspectors bested (Egham). Denyer (Camberley) Butler (Walton). Police Sergeants Icke
(Sunningdale) Cox (Woking) Hawkins (Caterham) Peaseyn{Eyi) S Carr (Staines)
and some fifty constables. A number of Egham Special Constables under Deputy
Leader Baxter and several members of Egham Fire Brigade with Chief Officer Stevens
also attended. The retired members of the force were representedspestors WH
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Head and Stevens,-€8ergeants Trimmer and Gunner and ex PCs Wiggins, Shepherd,
Blackman, Wood and Webb.

(There were many wreaths including from All ranks of the Surrey Constabulary,
members of the Weybridge Division, Metropolitan Police, rr&u Special
ConstabulanAt©

2101939 April 22 Surrey Advertisérom Henry Pelham October 2020
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Police InspectorRobert Knight
Surrey Constabulary
3 Battalion Grenadier Guards
Khartoum

Robert Knight was decorated for service in
Drift at 17 years of age. An expert witlayonet and sword, he eventually became a
police inspector with the Surrey Constabulary.

However,entry 1186 PC136 joined August 1892 froftBattalion Grenadier Guards

after 9 years. Promoted inspector January 1914. Retired 3 January 1920 from Egham
and died 27 February 1955. No reference 1is
to any detail of his military service. This was not uni&da

Robert Knight is not I|isted amongst the sur
reports he was there are accuraté

Grenadier Guards 3rd Battalion c1890

2113CC Archives Woking 9152/1/2/1/8
212 nttp://www.rorkesdriftvc.com/battle/roll.htm
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Police Constable 3 Robert Reginald Lawrence
Reigate Borough Police
Military F oot Police
Meritorious Service Medal
Mentioned in Despatches Twice
Died Bethnal Green Military Hospital
20 July 1919

Lance Corporal Lawrence?'3

It has always been reported that there were no fatal casualties amongst Reigate Borough
Police members during the First World War. That may be accurate as Robert Lawrence
resigned from the Borough a few weeks before he died in a military hospital 20 July
1919. However,he does not appear on police war memorials and that needs to be
rectified.

From Robert Simonson Surrey History Centre Woking
Police Service

The Reigate Borough Police conduct book (CC98/22/29) gives the following
information about Robertdgjinald Lawrence:

Appointed 25 March 1913, PC3, 1st grade, tratlerary assistant, born 16 October
1899 Dulwich, single, Protestant, age 23 on 16 October 1912, 5ft 9%ins, fresh
complexion, brown hair, grey eyes.

Robert Lawrence was appointed Reigaterddigh Police 25 March 1913 age 23
advancing through the pay grades, even whilst serving in the armed forces:

Appointed 1st grade @ 2525 March 1913

213Dorking and Leatherhead Advertise® September 191From Henry Pelham email 16 August 2019
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Confirmed by Watch Committee, 16 March 1914
Second grade @ £1.7.0 25 March 1914

New scale @ £1.9.00 April 1914

Fourth grade @ £1.10.0 25 March 1916

Fifth grade @ £1.11.0 25 March 1938

From Friends of Surrey Infantry Museuiit:First record found is as Military Foot
Policeman a sergeant in 1908 that indicates he had some previous military service
before joining the police.

Police officers serving with the military during the First World War remained members
of their Force and their military service counted towards their pension. This is how PC
Lawrence was to advance to the fifth grade on 25 M&@dI8 whilst he was a sergeant

in the Military Foot Police. Pay was also made up from what they would have received
as policemen to what the military paid.

PC Lawrence enlisted in Military Foot Police as lance corporal 21 Junesk@libe
numberP/1824

Acting sergeant when mentioned in despatches:

Mention in Despatches (LG Issue 30101 of 29.5.1917 page 5326)
Mention in Despatches (LG Issue 30445 of 24.12.1917 page $3%92)

Resigned from Reigate Borough Police 30 April 1919

Military Police sergeant wimeawarded the Meritorious Service Medal 3 June $919

Reported he had died in Bethnal Green Military Hospital on 20 July 38The

hospital record is an alphabetical list of patients and Lawrence appears twice, once in

1908 and again in 1919. No medig#ormation is given.

The Reigate Borough chief constable's annual report foretieending 31 December

1919 states: APC 3 Robert Reginald Lawrenc

and afterdards died. o

Unfortunatelythere are no reasons given for the resignation or the cause of death. It is
possible that the resignation was an acceptance that Lawrence would not return and that

214CC98/22/29 Surrey History Centre August 2019 from Robert Simonson

215 From Dee Hutchison 18 August 2019 with detail from Ancestry email

218 Richard Callaghan Military Police Museum curator 19 August 2019 email

217 ondon Gazette 31370Page 6911 known as the Peace Gazette.

218The Reigate Borough Police conduct book (CC98/22/29)

219The Reigate Borough Chief Constable's annual report fordaeending 31 Dec 1919 (CC98/22/1)
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he intended to make a career in the Army. He had been successful. He was a sergeant
with two mentions in despatches and had been awardtiéstitorious Service Medal.

Or, it may have been that he knew he was dying and that his resignation was to obtain
some financial advantage for his descendants.

His death is recorded and a copy of the cedi@ichas been obtained diagnosing the
cause following ostmortemat the Bethnal Green Military Hospit&®

1. Pityriasis rubra 2 months
2. Nephritis

(Pityriasis rubra pilaris is the nangesen to a group of uncommon skin disorders. The
name means séag (pityriasis), redness (rubra)

Nephritis is a killer as kidneys fail through an inflammation though it is unlikely to
follow from pityriasis in any formit is however, something that is frequently caused

as a result of exposure to a toxin, poisoryior infection. We may never know now

buy we can safely assume that during his time at War he would have been exposed to
some, if not all, of those danger®)
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Death Certificate

There are parallels bet vinduenza pardemicoMl®l8 nc e 0 s
and 1919, which killed an estimated 50 million people worldwidere than the First
World War. There is no memorial to the victims of influenza, except for those who died

220 Death certificate DYE 400787 1919 Death Bethnal Green North East obtained by Jean Pelham 27
August 2019
221 Medical comments from a medical general practitioner to Robert Bartlett email 28 August
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In service remembered in the cemeteries and on the nasof the CWGC. Up to a
million service personnel from combatant nations lost their lives to the flu##rus.

Is PC Lawrence a victim of the war? Is that the right question? Has the casualty to die
as a direct result of enemy action? It woaldpear that an individual can become
memorialised for being in the armed forces during the war and soon thereafter and
dying. It is difficult to understand 100 years on how he became ill, was the iliness the
reason behind his resignation from the ReigabeoBgh Police and how his illness
resulted in death. Were the illnesses a direct consequence of his war service? Was he
gassed? Was he poisoned when in France? These are now unanswerable questions.

He had served in the Reigate Borough Police and was denamtil a few weeks
before he died. He had been called to serve the Colours and it is clear from the death
certificate that he was then, primarily a Military Police Sergeant, the word Policeman
Is entered under occupation.

It was accepted that he wasasualty of wamvithin the criteria of the War Graves
Commissionis listed on their website and is remembered on the war memorial for the
Streatham area where he was brought up. Therefore the actual cause of death or modern
interpretation is possibly iefevant. He was in the armed forces because of the war and
died in parallel circumstances to flu victims who are memorialised.

Remembered on the memorial wall at Streatham cemetery
P1824 Serjeant R.R. Lawrence Military Police Corps
20 July 1919 Age 30

The following points support the proposal to have PC Lawrence added to the Surrey
Constabulary war memorials:

1. Lawr enc e 6s cduidmaée beenlbtomgbt ol by infection, toxins,
poisons, viruses and auto immunity difficulties. All the causatamuld safely
be assumed resulted from his senfte

222 https://www.cwgc.org/learn/newandevents/news/2018/11/05/11/22/sparish

223 Medical comments from a medical general practitioner to Robert Bartlett email 28 August
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Lawrence has an entry in Commonwealth War Graves Commission r&éords
Named on Streatham cemetery war memorial, the area he came from

Died in Bethnal Green military hospital

Was a serving member ofie Reigate Borough Police when he joined the
military police

Was still recognised as a member in March 1918 when he was advanced to the
fifth grade.

7. Resigned from the police after the war 30 April 1919 then died in July 1919

8. Is on the Corps of Military Rime Roll of Honour. Death is almost certainly
attributable to his military service and it can be assumed that the War Office
used the same criteria and his CWGC status is the ré&8ult.

arowbd

o

It is clear that PC Lawrence served for four years during the wdrhélaot been called

up it is likely that he would have continued policing in SurrByerefore,he was a

direct casualty of war and died as a soldier having resigned some eleven weeks from
Reigate Borough Police before his death.

The cause of death is halways explicit on the War Graves Commission site nor to
qualify the death does not need to be killed by direct enemy &étidhe following
entries are in the Surrey Constabulary Roll of Hofdand the remembered on the
war memorial in Mount Browne. They explicitly show that death was not necessarily a
direct result of enemy action:

1 PC Joyce an Irishmari“3Reserve) Battadin, Irish Guards buried in Dublin
military cemetery died 3 March 1917. Why he was in Dublin and why he died
is not listed.

1 PC William Fortman served as Gunrig0284 in the ¥ Mountain Battery,
Royal Garrison Artillery and died aged 28 India and is buied in the
Rawalpindi War Cemetery 18 October 1918

1 PC Cone died in a flying accident when under training May 1943 with the
RAFVR

1 PC Edwards killed 9 July 1944 in a motor accident in the Central Mediterranean
Theatre of War whilst serving in the Royal Armned Corps.

1 PC Muncaster was a Gunner with 17 Field Regt. Royal Artillery who was killed
4 October 1944 in Italy as a result of a battle accident and buried in the Santerno
Valley War Cemetery

224 https:/iwww.cwgc.org/find/findwar-
dead/results?firstName=Robert&lastName=Lawrence&country=United%2BKingdom&cemetery=Stre
atham%2BPark%2BCemetery

225RMP museum curator Richard Callaghan email to Robert Bartlett 28 August 2019

226 The CWGC are responsible for the commemoration of personnel who died etwee

4 August 1914nd31 August 1921vhilst serving in a Commonwealth military force or specified
auxiliary organisation and personnel who died after they were discharged from a Commonwealth military
force, if their death was caused by their wartime service.

22T www.surreyconstabulary.com
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1 PC Farquhar Military Police died 22 November 1944 im@tor accident in
West Bromwich

91 Junior Police Clerk Heming RNVR killed 7 December 1944 under flight
training

1 PC Hines RAFVR iduried in Bulawayo Cemetery killed 19 February 1945
under flight training??®

228 http://www.surreyconstabulary.com/relbf-honour.html
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Police Constable32 Edwin Lawty
Guildford Borough Police

Kingds Police Medal for Gal

2nd Dragoon Guards
First World War POW

Lawty join ed the Guildford Borough Police from the army

Recalled to the Colours on the outbreak of First World War 4 August 1914, sent to
France andaptured after less than a month on active service

The Guildford Borough Police conduct and service book for Edwin Lawty shows he
was appointment no. 7&le is described as aged 25 in August 1912, 5ft 11 ins, fresh
complexion, brown hair, grey eyes, hadunmanby, Yorkshire, unmarriedde was
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previously in the 2nd Dragoon Guards, Aldershot, and his length of service is given as

6 years, 136 daydde was appointed to the Guildford Borough Police on 13 July 1912,

with collar no. 32Beinga Borough marte would serve in Guildford and would have
received most of his training Aon the stre
cuttings he was an able officer and proved to be a very brave and stubborn one as
established by the prestigious award of theikg 6 s Pol i ce Medal for G

He resigned to join the Colours on 4 August 1914 the day war was declared, but there
is no record of him rpining Guildford Borough Police after the waf?

First Aid from PC Lawty
West Surrey Times- Saturday 19April 1913

Charles Grover, 40 Hare Lane, Godalming was cycling along Woodbridge Road early
on Monday morning when a milk cart collided with him and knocked him over. He
sustained somewhat bad cuts on the head, which recommended medical treatment, first
aid having been rendered by PC Lawty.

Guildford Borough Bench - Drunk
West Surrey Times- Saturday 21 June 1913

Charles Collins 65 a labourer of no fixed abode was charged with having been drunk
and disorderly in Warren Road, Guildford at 8.15pm on FridayL&@y proved the
case and the prisoner was discharged as he had been in custody since Friday evening.

When war broke out Lawty was on the reserve and was recalled to the 2nd Battalion
Dragoon Guards (Queens Bays). He went overseas almost immediaté&yAoig st

1914. He went missing in action between the 11 and 14 September, which was
unofficially reported on 4 October 1914 and on 14 November 1914 was unofficially a
POW with the German Army. Lawty was officially declared a POW on 24 March 1915.
He returred home in the UK on 14 November 1918 just a few days after the Armistice.
He appears to be an acting corporal when he went missing.

Hi s Kingbés Police Medal was reported in th
dated on the 29 December 1924lditionally, he was entitled to th&914star, clasp

and rose as well as the British War Medal and Victory Medal.

After some time in hospital on his return to the UK Edwin decided-emlist on 20
June 1919 into the RASC and was finally discharged on 17 Noveir@B6r?3°

It is believed he did not return to the Guildford Borough Police.

229 Email Robert Simonson Surrey History Centre Woking 17 July 2019 to Robert Bartlett ref:
9152/2/4/2/1

230 Dee Hutchison SecretaRriends of Surrey Infantry and Queens Royal Surrey Regieraatl to
Robert Bartlett 9 July 2019
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In 1914 Lawty was awarded the King's Police Medal for Gallantry for arresting a
housebreaker at Newlands Corner. During the severe and prolsitgedle,the
Constable was injuregthen struck by a marker flag. In July 1913 the homes of Lt Col
Grier and Dr Arthur Bryan were burgled and £50 worth of property stolen. Following

a threemile chase across Pewley Downs PC Lawty caught the burglar at Newlands
Corner where a severe and jrged struggle took place during which Lawty was
injured having been struck by a flagpdiawever,he hung onto his prisoner until help
arrived. For his gallant and determined action PC Lawty was commended by the judge
at the Assizes and was awarded tHe\Kfor gallantry. The Watch Committee made
monetary awards to Mr William Lee and Mr W H Brown who assisted in the arrest.
The householders who had been burgled presented the force with £10 for the purchase
of pistols and shields (possibly trophies) ande¢hwere purchased along with a
thousand rounds of ammunition and four shields and leg guards. The weapons would
be used for range practice and not carried unless an emergencyarose.

The Times 1913 21 July: Committed for trial at Surrey Assizedy Guildford
Borough Bench yesterday, George Johnson, who has ten aliases, on a charge of burglary
at the residences of Lieutenant Colonel Grier, Dr Frederick Bryan and Mr HN Harrison

at Guildford and also for maliciously wounding PC Lawty. At 5 am Colonel Grigrdo

the kitchen door open and the house had been ransacked. He saw the prisoner outside
the door and gave chase but lost him. The police took up the chase on bicycles. On
Merrow Downs Constable Lawty overtook the prisoner who drew a Swedish knife and
thredened to kill him. The prisoner then pulled up a pole on the golf course and hid in

a copse. The constable followed but was struck on the head with the pole. Although
half stunned and suffering from a loss of blood Lawty closed with the man, and after
being kicked on the head and struck in the face succeeded in throwing and securing
him. The circulation of his photograph led to his identification by Windsor Police who
searched his room and found a bag filled with gold, silver and ivory articles connecting
the prisoner to nine other burglarfs.

Extract from They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford
The Scene on the Downs
Surrey Advertiser Saturday 2 August 1913

The next chapter in the case was the graphic story of the arrest of the prisoner as told

by PC Lawty who was one of the officers who dispatched on bicycles in response to

the telephone message. Having siglesioner he recounted how he pursued him over

the Downs, eventually, after having ridden as far as he could he gave chase on foot. As

he began to overtake him the prisoner drew
you come neame,l  wi | | murder you. 0 He helm the kni
He then ran towards an old quarry from which he threw large flints stones at the

21They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internaligatiiin Surrey Constabulary
232The Times 31 July 1913
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constable and subsequently he ran to the golf grounds, putting the knife between his

teeth as he went. Snatching a flagpole, (with an iron spike at the end) as he want, he

into thick shrubbery. The witness followed, and the prisoner, who had secreted himself,

struck him with the pole on the left side of the face, cutting it close to the ear,
momentarily stunning the constabland The po
stuck in the ground. He attempted to get away, but finding the constable in pursuit, took

the knife from his mouth and made a rush at him. The witness caught his arm, the knife
dropped and he closed with the prisoner. They fell to the ground and @ingexc

struggle followed. Prisoner, the constable said, took hold of his throat with both hands

but he made him release his grip by 4itgu hold. Prisoner struggled, kicked him on

the back made him release his grip by-gtgu hold. Prisoner strugglellicked him on

the back of the head and struck him several times with his fist on his face. Witness put

another jujitsu hold upon him and dragged hout of the woods onto Merrow Downs.

There he tied his hands together with his necktie and took fromdkistjpocket a large

screwdriver and a champagne opener. He held him down until a man named William

Lee came up antbgethert hey t ook him to the keeperés ¢
witness found some of the propelrasaroadt ol en f
map and an electric torch. Returning to the scene of the struggle the constable picked

up the bag prisoner had carried, and the flagpole. The former contained a large quantity

of stolen articles as well as small a jemmy, file, pair of kiovgs and two pairs of

stocking. Prisoner was wearing the trilby he had stolen from Denton House, and in his
waistcoat were found a pair of socks filled with rags to wear without boots. Prisoner
attempted to escape on route to the police station and waately handed over to PC

HJ Gasoyne and J Gascaog.

William Lee a carter employed at Newlands Corner who arrived on the scene of the

struggle whilst on his way to work spoke to rendering assistance. The constable, he

said, was in a very weak and exhadscondition and was bleeding from the wound in

his face. Prisoner gave a | ot of troubl e o0l
was splashed with blood.

Detective Sergeant Bias spoke to examining the premises mentioned and finding marks
withwhi ch t he jemmy in the prisonerds possess

Pluck Recognised by Promotiof®?
Guildford West Sussex Gazette Thursday 4 December 1913

ABurglary seems to be your happy home the
labourer who, after breaking inseveral Guildford houses on the night of July 5 was

chased and eventually captured by PC Lawty who as somewhat severely knocked about

by the burglar before he managed to obtain a jujitsu hold on him, was called forward

and complimented by his Lordship ois ltourageous behaviour. Johnson had a very

233 This was probably a class of constable of which there were three; not obviously promoted sergeant
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long list of previous convictions against him, and five warrants, which were out for his
arrest were taken into account by the Judge in passing sentence of six years penal
servitude. AThat heiaddéd, nmanag thaethegphsbneryweuddr s , 0
have to serve two years of a previous sentence, which had remained unexpired.

Guildford Burglaries
High Praise for a Constable:
West Surrey TimesSaturday 6 December 1913

Considerable interest was taken in theecim which George Johnson (44) labourer was
indicted for three burglaries at Guildford and for maliciously wounding PC Edwin
Lawty, whilst in the execution of his duty. The case was the last taken on Tuesday and
only occupied a few minutes the prisonerguling guilty. The charges of burglary were

in respect of the residence of Lieutenant Colonel Grier, Denton House, Warren Road;
Dr F. Bryan, Highdene, Albury Road and Mr HN Marsden, Stoke Old Rectory from
each of which residence prisoner took a large dtyaot valuable articles. All the
burglaries were committed on the night of the Jily®here was also a charge of being

an habitual criminal but as the prisoner pleaded not guilty, and on the advice of the
judge, it was not proceeded with.

Mr Cecil Whiteley who prosecuted said there were warrants out against prisoner in
respect of five other burglaries, and about whether the prisoner wished them to be taken
into consideration now. The prisoner agreed.

It will be remembered that on coming down in #aly morning Lieutenant Colonel

Grier found the prisoner in his kitchen. He gave chase but lost him in the shrubbery. He

rang up the police on the telephone and PC Lawty took up the chase on a bicycle. He
overtook the man on Merrow Downs, but prisonektoefuge in a pit and pelted him

with stones. Lawty closed with the man, who armed with a pole meant to mark the golf

holes andstruck him on the head with it. Although seriously injured, the constable

pluckily tackled the burglar and was eventually ablsdcure him with a Jjitsu hold

and retain him until ambulance arrived. Subsequent investigation revealed the fact that
prisoner had entered Dr Bryandés house the
recovered.

The Windsor police had had their suspi@oof a man who had been in the habit of

| eaving the borough for days at a time an
Johnsondés photograph | ed to his identifica
house, which he was occupying with a woman.ré&hhey found veritable treasure

trove of stolen property. Some of this was identified as having been taken from Mr

Harl estoneds house, and this way that burgl

As soon as the case was ended the judge said the offgletr to be commended.
Mr Whiteley: | understand he has been promoted

The Judge: Well, no man deserves it more.
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On PC Lawty being called, the Judge said: | wish to say in public that | admire very
much your courageous behaviour. You were wounbladly andstuck to the man. The
man took a flagstaff and went at you with that, but you would not be denied, and did
your duty bravely and well. | congratulate you and your promotion and your very brave
and courageous conduct of yourself. Have you ever been ar8oldie

PC Lawty: Yes
The Judge (expressively): Oh! (laughter) Where did you learn tjitsyuhold?
Pc Lawty: From the Chief Constable

Detective. Sergeant Bias said prisoner was a labourer of Leicestershire who started his
life of crime when 14 years aige. At his house at Windsor the proceeds of eight
burglaries were found.

The Judge said the worst part of the case was the wiydokedthe constable about

and he was taking that into consideration more than the burglaries. Prisoner would be
sentencedatsix years penal servitude, which with two years of the unexpired sentence
would make eight years.

The court rose at four ob6cl ock

Theft of Boots and Beer
Surrey Advertiser-Saturday 10 January 1914

Henry Williams 22 rag and bone collector of Manchestes alzarged with stealing

from 104, High Street on Wednesday morning a pair of boots of the value of 17s 6d the

property of Messrs Foster bros.: also with stealing from a van in the High Street about

the same time a bottle of beer of the value of 6 ¥ thpepty of Messrs Lascelles

Tickner and Co. PC Lawty stated that when in Boxgrove Road on Wednesday morning

he saw prisoner who had a sack over his shoulder. In answer to a question as to what it
contained prisoner repl i eidonerdpéhahg saokandT he c o1
inside was a pair of boots and a bottle of beer. On the way to the police station prisoner
admitted the theft. Evidence was also given by George Logan an assistant at Messre
Foster Bros., and Mor gan Pfisonbrevastsentdncedtto a br e
14 days hard labour, seven days for each offence.

Frozen to Death
Guildford Womendés Plight
Surrey Advertiser-Monday 26 January 1914

The dead body of a middeged woman was found on the Ho
hours of Saturday nmoing. It will be recalled that the frost on Friday was particularly

severe, and there was every indication that the deceased had gone to sleep under some
bushes in the vicinity of the cemetery.

17¢
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The discovery was made by PC Lawty shortly before 5 am.ttdisteon was attracted
by a womanbés coat near some bushes and on
was summoned and eventually the remains were removed to the mortuary.

The body was identified as that of Fanny Frampton aged about 43, said to be the
daughter of a former stationmaster of Farnborough. She lived in Guildfmabamany

years The facts have been reported to the Borough Coroner who will conduct an
inquest at the Guildhall this evening.

Frozen to Death
Guildford Womanodés Terrible Conditi.i
Surrey Advertiser Wednesday 28 January 1914

The inquest was held at the Guildhall on Monday night by the Borough Coroner Mr
FW Smallpeice.

Evidence of identification was given by Detective Sergeant Bias, who said deceased
was a single woman. She had béeimg a low life and was in a filthy condition. He

had made enquiries and found that she had a brother abroad whilst her late father was
the stationmaster at Farnborough. Deceased was seen about 11pm on Friday night going
up the Mount in the direction efhere the body was found. There was 8d in cash on

her body.

PC Edward Lawty said he was on the Hogds b
the two cemeteries when he saw a womanos
spot, he saw deceased lying witlkethchest bare under some bushes with her head

towards Farnham. He found she was still warm and he tried artificial respiration, which
however failed. He went to the nearest house for assistance and later Police Sergeant

Read, PC Fuller and Dr Milligan aved on the scene. It was a very cold night and had

been freezing all the time.

DR JK Milligan spoke to seeing the body at 6.30am on Saturday. Life was extinct.
There were no marks of violence on the body. He had never seen a body in such an
uncared for andllthy condition. Deceased was a debilitated subject. She was a chronic
alcoholic and had tubercular disease of the lungs. In his opinion death was due to
exposure. Asked if he examined the brain; the doctor replied in the negative whereupon
the Coroner epressed the opinion this ought to have been done.

A verdict in accordance with the medical evidence was returned.

Constable Assaulted; Borough Bench
Surrey Advertiser Saturday 02 May 1914
West Sussex Gazette Thursday 07 May 1914

Constable assaulted: Albert Buhe a homeless labourer was gantftar 14 days with
hard labour for having been drunk and disorderly and assaulted PC Lawty. Prisoner

17¢
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attacked the officer when spoken to about his behaviour hitting him in the chest
knocking him down on the footpath in the High Street.

The Police Force return to the Colours
Surrey Advertiser Saturday 8 August 1914

The Guildford Borough Police Force have sent nine men. They were Police Constables
Demount, ASC (Aldershot) Manfield RGA SandowGoodwin; Yeend; Deacon and

HJ Gascoge Coldstream Guards (Chelsea); Macey Scots Guards (The Tower) and
Lawty Queen Bays (Monmouth). The ninth member PC Brazier is at present sick. Their
colleagues not on duty accompanied them to the railway statioredné&¥day morning

and gave them a hearty send off. Owing to the shortness of time some of the unmarried
officers were unable to visit their homes beforgoiging.

Since the depletion of the ranks of the force men of the fire brigade and special
constablefiave been sworn in to take duty. They are easily distinguishable from a red
badge worn on the arm with the | etters fSu

Missing

Surrey Advertiser-Saturday 26 September 1914

MISSING. 2

' Pre. Epwiy Lawry, 2od Dragoon Guards
(Guildford).

Pre. Wirred GLeep, *Royal Berks Regt.

(Godalming).
Private mﬁ Lawty is a reservist of the

' 2nd Dragoon Guards, and his wife, who re-
sides at Guildford, has been offi-ially notificd
by tho War Office that Y¢ ha« been reported
missing since Augusy 26th. He is, therefore,
' im all probability a pri-oier of war. Private
Lawty 1s a polioce-constable of the Guildford
Borough Force, and about a vear ago he cap-
tured an armed burglar in 8 manner which
won for him commendation from the Judlge
'at the Assizes, then Mi. Justice Bucknill,

Policeman Soldiers
PC Lawty and Police Sergeant Emery Guildford Boough Police
Surrey Advertiser-Wednesday 18 November 1914

18C
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News has been received that P.Cl Edwid
who was at the front with the Queen'’s
Bays, is a prisoner at Sennelager, in Ger-
many, and is well. Sergt. Emery, who joined
the King's Pals at laverpool, has been pro-
moted to Colour-Sergt.

PC Lawty Police Review 1915 from Dr Peter Kennison

Kingbébs Police Medal
Surrey Advertiser-Monday 4 January 1915

Among the recipients of the Kihe@uildordPol i ce
Borough Police who as a reservist of the Qu
of war and is now a prisonef war in Germany. At Guildford last year PC Lawty
grappledsingle handedvith an armed burglar who had dealt him a heavyido the

head with a golf flagpole and managed by 4itgu hold to secure him until help

arrived.

Corporal Lawty Home
Surrey Advertiser-Monday 11 November 1918

Corporal Edwin Lawty Dragoon Guards a former member of the Guildford Borough

Police has been repatriated from Germany and arrived at his home in Guildford on

Friday. He was taken prisoner four years and three months ago at Valenciennes and

was in Germanypto seven months ago when he was transferred to Holland. Corporal

Lawty suffered considerable privations while in Germany especially as regard to food

and states thatheasaibag of bonesd when he Il eft that
now expecting his idcharge from the Army and will, we understand, be leaving

Guildford
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Note: The Guildford Borough Police records do not indicate that Lawjyimed the
Force?34

From Barrie Friend, Battlefield Tour Guide 23°

| thoughtl would try to trace which POW camp(se spent time in. | have not been
successful. The 'repatriated POW from Germany' Red Cross P€&Vdsesay that 6540

Cpl E Lawty (spelt Lawtry) 2 Dragoon Guards, arrived in the UK on 1st November
1918 and the embarkation officer at Canterbury recorded 'gsw head arms' (note:
Probablygunshot woundsand 'woundssev (severé) Lawty was admittetb King
George Hospital, Stamford St, $Bn the same day.

A large number of other POWSs were repatriated on the same day, many with severe
wounds, and admitted to the same hospital. | feel that the wounds would have been
recent any received prior to capture would by now have healed. Theydvawk been
serious enough for Lawty to be admitted to hospital but not of such a nature as to
prevent his rgoining in the RASC seven months later.

This raised some interesting points. Where and how did he receive his wounds? How
did he become repatted as a POW? Was it the nature of the wounds? After capture
during the war many seriously wounded were, through the Red Cross, repatriated or
sent to a neutral country Holland often. The war was still being fought 1st
November 1918 anthe Germans we on the retreat (Hundred Days To Victory). Plans
about a ceasefire were being discussed behind the scenes.

The 2nd Dragoons took part in this retreat and no doubt a number of them were
wounded, maybe some with 'a Blighty one' and if Lawty had not®&£DW this may

give an answer to his arriving in the UK on 1st November. The Medal Rolls Index Card
is clear that he was taken POW on 28 November 1914 having entered the theatre of war
on 15 August 1914.

Maybe the POW record date is not accurate.
Lawty had spent most of the war as a POW but unfortunately the Red Cross records

don't say which camp(s) he was incarcerated in. This is a little unusual. Wherever it
was would have been it would not have reached the standard of a Butlin's.

234 Email Robert Simonson Surrey History Centre Woking 17 July 2019 to Robert Bartlett ref:
9152/2/4/2/1
235 Email 10 July 2019 Barrie Friend MA
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Census and Elector&Roll236

In 1891 Edwin is shown as 8 months old and was born in Hunmanby, Yorkshire and
living with his father, Edwin A. Lawty and his mother Mary Elizabeth Lawty together
with several siblings. | do not have a date of birth, but as he was 8 monthiseridhe
census was taken, (5 April) he was probably born in September 1890. They were living
at 21 Bridlington Street, Hunmanby and his father's occupation is shown as waiter at
inn.

In 1901, they were at the same address but the husband is shown & Adldeason,
also an inn waiter!

In 1911, he is listed as a private in the 2 Dragoon Guards (Queens Bays) at Aldershot
Camp.

After World War One in the electoral rolls, he is listed as living at 107 Cline Road,
Guildford (As these are not censuses, oatiop is not shown.)

236 Email John Molyneaux to Robert Bartlett 10 July 2019
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Police Constable 21&idney GeorgelLewis
East Surrey Regiment
106" Company of the Machine Gun Corps
Surrey Constabulary Post First World War
Appointed 23 March 1925
War Service at age 13

Sidney George Lewis was bornTiooting on 24 March 1903, the son of Edward John

Lewis and Fanny Lewis. On the 1911 census
attendantl t i's | i kely he worked at London Coun
(formerly the first Surrey County AsylumThe family lived at 53 Defoe Road, now

934 Garratt Lane, and a blue plaque marks the hdtse.

From Tooting aged 12 he volunteered for Army service in August 1915. Sidney, the
youngest authenticated British soldier of the Great War

Sidney was the younget of the three sons of Edwar d,
Fanny Lewis and grew up in Tooting at 53 Defoe Road, now 953 Garratt Lane

In 9 August 1915 Sidney Lewis enlisted at the recruiting office in Wimbledon,-a sub
office of the Kingston Recruiting Offic He seemed like any other recruit. He claimed

to be a tailor and to be 19 years old. Whether the recruiting officer, Mr Holland, or
medical examiner, Mr Clapham, suspected anything is not known, but he passed his
medical and his details were entered thiwEast Surrey Regimental Recruiting District
register. His height was given as 5 foot 5% inches, his weight as 113 pounds and it was
recorded that he had several moles as distinctive m8Hk€ (ef 2496/4 page 93°38
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Sidney Lewis' birth certificate shbws he-Was born in March 1903 and thus was
only 12 when he enlisted

Z7Written by Laurence Spring, Surrey Heritage
238\Written by Laurence Spring, Surrey Heritage
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Lewisjoined the East Surrey Regiment, but at some point he was transferred to the
relatively newly formed 106Company of the Machine Gun Corps with the number
14645 and g to France in time to take part in the bloody and horrific battle of Delville
Wood, which began on 15 July 1916 and would last until 3 September 1916, one of the
many actions that made up the battle of the Somme which began on 1 July 1916.

However, it isat this point that there is a twist in the story of his military service,
because on 18 August 1916 Sidneyods mother
his birth certificate which proved that rather than being 19 years old he was in fact 12

at the timeof his enlistment, being born on 24 March 1903. What made Fanny Lewis

wait so long before she contacted the War Office is not kriopwssibly she did not

know his whereabouts until then or Sidney had written home to say that he had had
enough after thremonths in actionCertainly,when heenlisted,he did not give his

address.

Whatever the reason the War Office moved quickly and wrote back to her on 23 August

informing her that instructions had been
thefr i ng | ine and sent home for dischargebo.
from the Machine Gun Corps that, O6acti on
with al/l possible speedd. By 18 September
discharge?®®

29 hitps://www.surreyinthegrear.org.uk/story/thénoy-soldiersidneylewis-the youngestmanto-
servein-the-british-army/
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His age on discharge was 13 and he is believed to have been the youngest British soldier
to fight in the First World War. What he thought about being discharged is not recorded
but in 1918 he was once more back in the ranks of the armyrtéragethis time in

t he Guar ds o6 Ma crumbere’25&Herwasriwagdedite Wictory Medal

and the British War Medal for his service in the Great War, in which he was deployed to
France with the 106th Machine Gun Company and saw active seclioging six weeks
fighting in the Battle of Somm@&here is no record of him being awarded 1844 or
the1914/1915 Stat*® After the war he served in the Army of Occupation before joining

the Surrey Constabulaff*

Part of Si dneyt hLee wSiusrérse ye nCtornys tianb ufthary Def al
strangely named register of all those who served

240 Barrie Friend email 25 August 2019
241 https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/ukews/mydadthe-heroaged12-mystery1443377
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From the Surrey ConBodk&bul ary Default

PC 216 age@2 on the 24 March 1925

5 Feet 11 Inches Pale complexion, brown hair, brown eyes

BornTooting, engineering fitter last address 53, Defoe Road, Tooting

Army August 195 to August 1916 + 19189, about two and a half yearstill on
Reserve

Appointed 23 March 1925 sworn in 27 March 1925

Posted Godalming 7 April 1925

26 July 1942Temporary Sergeant

1 July 1957 Sergeant

Godalming, Camberley, Rowledge, Coldharbour, Horne, Baldwins Hill Egham, Stoke
D 6 A b e, OldWaking, Kingswood, Hersham, Walton on Thames, Bagshot

Mention in the press of being in bomb disposal. Not so but he wasnad Bomb
Reconnaissance Officer 1942 with the task of visiting all bombings to ascertain what
ordinance was involved and what action needed to be taken by Bomb Disposal. He
became qualified instructor of incident officers 1944.

Pensioned 2 April 195 Extemporary conduct 30 e a r s 6 with average gay last
three years £605.5.5 pension £403 IDi&d 9 April 1969

In September 1928, Lewis married Ivy Bardell and by 1939 had moved to 7 Rosebery
Crescent, Old Woking. During the Second World War he waployed in bomb
disposal. With the war over, in May 1945 he moved to the Police Station, New Zealand
Avenue, Walton on Thames, and he died in 1969 agétf63.

He died in 1969, the landlord of a pub in Frant, East Siféex.

It is clear having consulted éhSurrey Constabulary records how what appears to be a

serving police officer was employextcording to the presa bomb disposal. Every

division of every police force had officers trained to visit bomb scenes particularly

where they had not exploded. Kmo as Bomb Reconnaissance Officers this may have

been Lewisbs duty in the Second World War
included going to the scene of unexploded bombs to work out the threat including the

size and nature of the device and deciditmpmb disposal were to be called.

242 From Robert Simonson Surrélistory Centre 28 August 2019'defaulter's book' (ref. 9152/1/2/1/4
243 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/storyAhay-soldiersidneylewis-the-youngestmanto-
servein-the-british-army/

244 hitps://vauxhallhistory.org/thenstoppablesidneylewis-tootingspre-teenrsommemachinegunner/
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PC Sidney Lewis, seen here on holiday with his wife vy in about 1946. Sidney
joined the Surrey Constabulary in 1925 after the army.

September 1932

Five Men and a Car: Stopped at Police Cordon
Magistrate sendsthem for trial 24°

A take a very serious view of <car stealin
Powell the West London Police Court magistrate on Saturday in declining to deal
summarily with five men who appeared before him on a charge of thinatu

The five men were charged on remand with being concerned together in stealing (or
taking away without the ownero6és consent)
Murray of Billericay.

Mr Murray said he left his car outside a houseHammersmith about 9.30pm on
September 9. An hour later it had gone but the next morning he saw it at Hammersmith
police station.

PC Sidney Lewis of the Surrey Constabulary stated the car was stopped at a police
cordon on the Southampton Road at Eghani&5pm on September 9.Kennedy who

was driving failed to produce a driving licence and certificate of insurance and he was
unable to give the number of the car or any other particulars about it. The other men
who were also in the car did not give satisfagtexplanations and all five were
detained. Later it was learned that the car had been reported stolen and the men were
handed over to the Metropolitan Police.

Committed to the London Sessions on £10 bail.

245 West Middlesex Gazet@4 September 1932
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Police Constable241James ALush
First World War
6th Battalion, The Queens, 29 Aug 19245 Apr 1919
Surrey Constabulary 5 August 1919

SurreyC o n s t a tetallter's yook(ref. 9152/1/2/1/4).

James A Lush, appointment no. 1809

Age 21 in Dec 1918, 5ft 10 inchgsale complexionauburn hair, hazel eyes.

Born New Haw, Surreygrounds man

Last address, 2 Oak Cottages, Station Road, West Byfleet. Last employed by Mr
Pattison, Dartnell ParlParents at Byfleet, aunt at Walton on Thames

Previous public service, 6th Bn, The QueensAgdg 191415 Apr 1919 [so if 21 in
Dec 1918, still only 16% in Aug 1918jate of appointment 5 Aug 1919, collar no.
214Sworn 8 Aug 1919 at GuildfordFirst stationed Godalming

Removals:

17 Mar 1920 Godalming to Bletchingley Jul 1923letchingley to Holmwoodl4
Jan 1935 Holmwood to Abinge23 Mar 1937 Abinger to LeatherheadJul 1938
Leatherhaed to Sherg5 May 1939 Shere to Leatherhead
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3 Jul 1938 promoted from Constable to Sergeant

Failed exams for pay increments 29 Nov 1924 2h Nov 1925

May 1926 passed 3rd examination St John's Ambulance Association
29 Nov 1930 Passed examination for promotion to Sergeant

17 Oct 1936 Passed Official ArfHas Course

4 Feb 1946 Defence Medal

Pensioned on completion of service, 8 Jan 1949 g2@syservice
Exemplary conduct in service

Died 1967

From Miss Lush via Ted Bellingham 3 September 1919

She vividly remembers her mother's dismay at moving to the police house in Abinger
(opposite the clock) where there was no running water save fancapamp in the
kitchen; the toilet was in the garden; and there were no gas lights upstairs so you went
to bed with a candle. It was a delight to move to the police office in Shere which was
new. Her mother though, was expected to do the office work.

Whenthey moved to Leatherhead, as the station sergeant's wife her mother was also

expected to cook meals for any prisoners held at the weekend. She also acted a matron
for any female prisoners, including escorting to Holloway if committed.

19C
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Police Constable20 SidneyCharles Macey
Guildford Borough Police
Killed in action aged 28
2 November 1914 Ypres Salient
15t Battalion Scots Guards

Photo Taken 29 November 1911

Saturday 10 October 1914 the Surrey Advertiser
Guil dford Constabl eds Brother Ki |

On Thursday Mrs Macewife of PrivateS. C. Macey of thes1Scots Guards who is
also a member of the Guildford Borougtolice Force received a letter from her
husband indicating that he was well. Private Macey has had the misfartlose his
brother Privée F. Macey while in action with the Coldstream Guattfs.

PC Maceyods brother F G8 Mbagey24wavingvidththel ed Sery
Coldstream Guards aBrivate 9285 and is buried iBellot Communal Cemetery
France. Son of the late Edwin and EemMacey of Chilmark, Salisbury, Wiltshire

PC SidneyMacey served as Priva6d26 of thels Battalion Scots Guards dying aged

28 in the defence of Ypres Salieiie was the husband of Ada H. Macey, of

AHIi ghrough, 06 Mountsi de, G urprésd(Memin dccatea nd i s
Memorial He enlisted in Southampton and gave his residence as Salisbury.

Sidney Maceyoined Guildford Borough on'8February 1909 age2B andwas sworn

in on 229 March 1909 before Messrs Gibson and Salisbury at Guildford Town Hall.

His appointment number was 64 and his collar number 20. At the time of his
appointment he gave his trade as butcher and that he hadyhada3r s 6 withtha v i c e
2nd Battalion, Scots Gards. During his service he was promoted frdfrckass to 1

246 Surrey Advertiser Saturday 10 October 1914
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class constable. On 2 November 1911 for neglect of duty in not reporting a found
locket on 14 November he was stopped one days leave by the chief constable.

Age 23 Height 6 10 Conmp Fresh Hair
Dark Brown Eyes Dark BlueBirthplace Salisbury

MACEY S.C.
‘McFARLANE A.
McGAVIN R.

Menin Gate Memorial: Visited by Dave Powell June 2011
Additional research by Phil Badham

He was born 1885/1886 in Chilmark near Salisbury, Wiltshire to Edwin and Emma
Macey (nee Macey'andwas baptised on 29th January 1886 in the local parish. His
parents had a total of four children. In 1901 Sidney was still living with his parents in
Chilmark and working as a groom but joined the 1st Battalion, Scots Guards, on 2
February 1906. Afterg ear s6 service, he |l eft to join t
was appointed on 8ebruary 1909 and sworn in as constable 20, by the mayor, at
Guildford town fall, on 22 March that year. In his time with GuildddBorough Police

he rose from constabligh class to constable 1st clagée 1911 census shows that
Sidney was at that time living at 29 Testard Road, Guildford, lodging with the Lawrence
family. Sidney married Ada Harriet Watt on 26 December 1912, at the Parish Church
in the parish of Stoké&lext- Guildford.

He served in the Police until he was recalled to the Coloursjtinréhe Scots Guards

on 4th August 1914, at the outbreak of the First World War. The battalion were

stationed in Aldershot, but left for Le Havre, France, on 13 August. B3124 August,

the battalion, as part of the British Expeditionary Force, was already being deployed to
assist with the retirement of British and French troops in the face of the German
advance. On Saturday 10 October 1914 the Surrey Advertiser newsgraméed that

Mrs Macey, Stanley's wife, had received a letter from him on the previous Thursday,
in which he indicated he was well but had the misfortune to have lost his brother, Private
F Macey, who'd been in action with the Coldstream Guards.

By 15 Cctober the Battalion was near the village of Vendresse, having already lost 9
officers, with 206 other ranks killed, wounded and missing. From 21 October through
to the early days of November the battalion saw action in the Bixschoote area north of
Ypres ad were involved in the heavy fighting on the outskirts of Ypres, along the
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Menin Road, in the vicinity of the village of Gheluvelt, in the efforts of the BEF to stem
the German advance. During the fighting Sidney was taken prisoner and was reported
to hawe died from wounds during November 1914, at the age of 28.

The date Stanley died is in question, the Commonwealth War Graves records show it
as 2 November 1914 whereas the Register of Soldiers' Effects as 30 November 1914;
both agree he was a prisonemar. However, the Woking News and Mail of 6 August
1915 stated it was the 14 November. Its argelgs,"The War Office intimation simply

states that he was "killed in action”, but a private letter received from Geneva gives
fuller particulars of the gknt soldier's death. Pte Macey received two serious wounds
at Ypres on October 28th when his company was completely surrounded and when
nearly all those who were not killed or wounded were taken prisoners. The last Macey
was seen he lay wounded on thédfi¢de was taken prisoner by the Germans, removed

to a hospital and on November 14th died of his wounds. Pte Macey leaves a widow and
among members of the police force with whom he was very popular, the news of his
death has been received with much redsédnley was aged 28 and his final resting
place being unknown; he is commemorated on the Menin Gate memorial at*{pres.

247 Surrey Advertiser Saturday 10 Octmer 1914
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Police Constable 12 Harry Beresford Mann
L ate Reigate Borough Police
Transferred to Southend in 1914
Killed in Action 1917

Served with Southend Borough Constabulary from Sep 1, 1914 and died on Sep
2, 1917.Gunner 126548 Mann of L Battery, Royal Horse Artillery

Harry Beresford Mann was born on March 4, 1890, in Chelsea. On June 17, 1910, he
joined Reigate Borough Polisrving in that force as Constable 12. His parents were
then living in Barrack Road, Finchampstead, Berkshire and prior to joining the police
Harry had been employed for a while at Wellington College, Berkshire. In February
1914, whilst living at 7 St. Jois Terrace Road, Redhill he responded to an
advertisement and applied for a transfer to SouttterSea Borough Police force. He
described himself as being five feet eleven inches tall, weighing twelve stones two
pounds with a chest measurement of thaight inches. He had blue eybéspwn hair

and a fresh complén.

James Metcalfe, Head Constable of the Reigate Borough Police supported his
application and wrote to the Chief Constable of Southend on February 27, 1914.

"l have to inform you that the abevwamed has my permission to apply for the office

of constable in your force. He has sehwe this force since 17th Jud810, and in my
opinion is quite eligible for the office he seeks. | have lost a number of fine young
fellows in this way, but | am neurprised at those who have anything in them desiring

to transfer to larger Boroughs where there is more going on. This loss is a rather serious
inconvenience to me and my officers, but | am not at all disposed to in any way obstruct
the freedom of suctransfers."

Harry was duly accepted by the Southend force and was appointed Constable 75 on
April 1, 1914. He was posted to the Leigh section.

Harry Mann was recorded as missing presumed killed in action on November 30 1917.
His body, if ever recovered wagver identified. He was twentyine years old when

he died. His police colleague Philip Saban was mortally wounded and died later of his
wounds at the 29th Division Casualty Clearing Station at Grevillers on December 2, he
was just twentyfour years of ge.
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Police Constable25 later PC7Arthur Manfield
Later Detective Sergeant
Guildford Borough Police
First World War
Royal Garrison Artillery
MID

The Police Force return to the Colours

Surrey Advertiser Saturday 8 August 1914

The GuildfordBorough Police Force has sent nine men. They were Police Constables
Demount, ASC (Aldershot) Manfield RGA Sandown; Goadwy eend; Deacon and

HJ Gascoge Coldstream Guards (Chelsea); Macey Scots Guards (The Tower) and
Lawty, Queen Bays (Monmouth). The nfinhember PC Brazier is at present sick. Their
colleagues not on duty accompanied them to the railway station on Wednesday morning
and gave them a hearty send off. Owing to the shortness of time some of the unmarried

officers were unable to visit their hosbefore rgoining
GUILDFORD BOROUGH POLICE FORCE, 29 NOVEMBER 1911,

PCs Punter, Lawrence, Mynett, T Oliver, Manfield, W Oliver, Rickman
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HJ Gascoyne, Lintott, Holt, Marshall, Norris, Hatcher, Taylor, Macey, Demount

PJ Gascoye, Emery, Read, Clarke, Inspector Wtley, Chief Constable Nicholas,

The Chief Constable reported tieaxtDetective Constable Manfield had been promoted

d €. A. Ettery, formetly. chigly clerk of the
I force, had been prométed to the rank 051

~

R

i salving ammunition under shell fire,

Detective Sergeant Bias, Hawkins, Springate, Turner,

Yeend, Fuller, Pinner, H Gascoyne

VAR Y TIAARS WAREE § TR A NSWRIA R TOEC AR RN RS R

The Chief Constabld reported that ex-Bgt.

major, and had been awarded the Military,
Cross for bravery in the field¥ that ex-P.C.
Funtdr had been promoted to squadron-sergt.-
mjor, and had been m tion&%in despatches
for vValuable services rendered i and that ex-
Det.-Uonstable Manficld. had been promoted
to the rank of sergeant in the R.G.\., and
mentioned in dispatches for his courage and
devotion to dutys in rescuing wounded and

Surrey Advertiser 1 May 1918

to the rank of sergeant in the RGA and mentioned in despatches for his courage and

devotion to duty in rescuing wounded and saving ammunition ahadifire

1925 March 10: Boy housebreaker sent to reformaty: Three further charges of
housebreaking were preferred at the Guildford Petty Sessions yesterday against George
Dixon aged 13 who was remanded last week on a charge of housebreaking and theft at
Guildford. DC Penbered of the Wolverhampton Borough Pskoe that while he was

taking

down a statement at Di xonos

di

ctati

the Wolverhampton Police. Dixon voluntarily added that he had done several
housebreakings in various parts of the country and indicated to himlzenof houses
he had entered. Detective Sergeant Manfield of the Guildford Borough Police said in a

statement the defendant gave his name as William Jones and said his father served in
the Royal Artillery at Woolwich. The defendant pded guilty to the éur charges and
DC Penbered said Dixon had broken into ten houses all together. The boy was sent to
the Liverpool Juvenile Reformatory Association to be placed in one of their homes until

he was 1948

1928: The CID Guildford Borough Police consisted of Btective Sergeant Arthur
Manfield, and Detective Constables C P Fountain and H E Stdne.

248 The Times Tuesday, Mar 10, 1925
249PC Bowd biography note below
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1931: When in 1931 PC Fountain joined the Guildford Borough CIDhe was on

call when off duty. Housebreaking was prevelant as was theft of cycles. The cycle theft
cawsed a lot of hard work and was finally cleared up when it was discovered that bikes
were leaving the town by train avoiding the road checks that had been set up. When the
thieves were arrested cycles from across England were recovered

Fountain owned a mot cycle and since the Force did not have any transport he was
able to use the vehicle and claim an allowance. Before he joined CID he would often
use the motor cycle on nights to pad out the cover when they were short of men. He
would carry the detectiveergeant in the side carboth being in plain clothes. This
proved effective and they made many arrests. The motor cycle was kept in the yard of
the Surrey Arms opposite the police station. The DS at the time was Mattfield.

DS Fountain and DSManfield Guildford Borough Police who returned to the
Colours August 1914 rejoining to continue his career with the Borough

250 From a biographical note by PC Fountain below
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Inspector Herbert Charles Mead
Born 1910 Hackneydied 1957 Godalming
Surrey Constabulary and RAFVR Second World War

Navigator Bomber Command

1911 Censu$ Living with Parents and older Brother Henry Joseph Mead, Herbert
was 1 year old Address shown as 56, Halidon Street, Homerton, Hackney.

1939 Registeii Living 20 Albany Park Road, Leatherhead, Surr@ccupatio:
Police Constable.

WW2 Recordi Herbert Mead enlisted in Euston after December 1941, he joined the
Royal Air Force, Service No 1803831.

|l nspector MeadOoBr iSudtdeesn weeraet hpai d at t he
Friday to Inspector Herbert C Mead wHeed on the previous Tuesdaye walked

from his home in Busbridge Lane, Godalming to the police station where he became

ill. Taken home by car he died two hours later as the result of a coronary thrombosis.

Inspector Mead who was 47 joined the Surrey<staioulary in 1933 and was stationed
in various parts of the county until appointed to take charge of the Milford Section of
Godalming Division in 1953.

Promoted inspector last August he was transferred to Godalming.

During the war he held a commission hetRAF and was a navigator in Bomber
Command.

A keen swimmer, he had taken part in the Boxing Day Serpentine swim and was a
member of the original swimming team of the Surrey Constabulary.
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Mr Mead leaves a widow. Cremation at Woking on Monday wtended by
representatives of the Surrey Fofek.

H C MeadOfficer of the Royal Air ForceVolunteerReserveWar Substantive-lying
Officer Navigator. SeniorityDate:3 Septembel 945

Publication Date 11 May 1945 The LondonGazette Supplemen87078,Page2517
Royal Air Force volunteer reserve. General Duties Branch. Appointment to

commission As Pit. Offs.onprob.(emergency)d Wt. Offs. 3rdMar.1945.1803831
HerbertCharlesMEAD (196432)

251\West Sussex Gazette 26 December 1957
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Harry Reuben Miles
Reigate Borough Police
Chief officer Winchester City Police?>?

Harry Reuben Miles previously in Reigate Borough Police probably to 1925 and as an
inspector in Winchester frod025) Head Constable 19421943then Superintendent
Hampshire Constabulary upon amalgamation.

Miles was born in Chertsey in 1895 with census records recording him at Ewhurst in
1901 1911 census shows living with parents, occupation shown as Garden Boy.
Address is Croydon Road, Caterham Valley, Surfegterham and Reigate 1921.
Married 1924 to Dora Berrett in Herne Hill, London. Occupation Wholesale Florist.
1939 census: Living in Winchester with Dorothyoccupation Police Inspectade

died in May1948 when living in Christchurch Road, Winchester.

First World War medals including service in France, then 12 May G#®rge VI 1937
Coronation Med&Pp?

Served Reigate Borougdtolice as PC7 from 4 January 1914 enlisting in the Royal Field
Artillery 20 July 1915 demobbed 11 January 1919. In the army he was a signaller acting
sergeant

252 hitps://lwww.hampshireconstabularyhistory.org.uk/storiesAueadtablesof-winchestercity-
police/
253 |Inspector, section UK 6C B Win
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Miles was very upset when he was made a Superintendent instead of an Assistant Chief
Constableafter Winchester City Police was amalgamated with Hampshire in 1943 as a
wartime measure. Many of the smaller forces were amalgamated and post war were
never reformed. Having been Head Constable it felt like demotion. He served until 1946
and died 2 yearster?>

As is not unusual is a little chaotic. The date of December 1915 is when the annual
report was published and the men seem to have joined in June 1915. : Reigate Borough
Police Constable 13 Frederick Marks and Police Constable 31 Ernest Didm@ast
resigned to join the Arm$£°1915 June 21: PCs Lawrence, Miles, Morse, Wilkinson,
Santer and Foster were given permission to join the Army.

There is only one H Miles in RFA MIC records. He served in France from 21 December
1914. This may not be thight Miles as Reigate Borough Police records show he joined
the army 21 June 1915. Another mystery!
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254 Dr Clifford Williams email 20 November 2020Hampshire Police historian
255 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police report to year end 31 December 1915
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Police Constable254Henry Minter
Later Superintendent Surrey Constabulary
First World War
Lance Corporal Coldstream Guards

Born 2 Jundl891 Dover

Christened 10 September 18%artholomew, Charlton by Dover

1901 census Henry Minter living with his parents in Dover Kent.

1911 census living with his parents in Dover. Age 19, occupation Motor Trimmer
Joined Surrey Constabulary 1912

1916Married Ellen Tarr at Ascot

Sergeant 1925

1929 Inspector

1931 Superintendent Hersham Division

The 1939 register shows Henry Minter living at 83 Copthorne Road, Leatherhead,
with one son, Frank B Minter born 1928 and at school. From the record of UK
British Army Pension Records, WW1, this shows another son Cyril Russell Minter.
Died 29 November 1966

Henry joined the Coldstream Guards on 22 April 1918, aged 26 years 10 months. Prior
to enlisting he was a police constable in the Surrey ConstabRlecgrd fows that he

was 6ft 0.5in, weight161 pounds, chest expansion #.Bhest size 38.5. Living 45
Maybury Road, Woking, Surrey. Grenadier Guards No 3388®%as promoted Lance
Corporal and was discharged on demobilisation on 31 March 1920. He gaverbssadd

as 45 Maybury Road, Woking, Surréy.

Whilst still a police constable, Henry played a part in the 1924 'Blue Anchor Hotel
Byfleet poisoning®®’

1925 February 13 Dover Express: Superintendent Henry Minter Surrey
Constabulary: Dovorian and wellknown constable promoted to sergeanSergeant

H Minter the subject of the following extract from the Surrey Advertiser of last week
is a Dovorian, the son of the late Mr John Stephen Minter and Mrs Susanna Minter of
Tower Hamlet§Dover), and previous tgining the Surrey Police Force was for some
years in the employ of Messrs Palmer and Sons.

For some years the plain clothes man attached to the Woking Division of the Surrey
Constabulary PC H Minter has been promoted to the rank of sergeant and took up his
duties at Cranleigh Police Station on Saturday. PC Minter has served in the force for
twelve years with the exception of a period during the war when he was in the Grenadier

256 Ancestry.com World War One pension records
257 Seehttp:/lwww.open.ac.uk/Arts/historfyom-police archives/RB1/Pt2/pt2Vaquier24.html
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Guards. The whole of his time has been spent in the Woking Division. He has always

shown himself to be a most zealous, conscientious and able officer, although his tasks

have not always been of the most congenial nature, he has invariably performed his

duty with tact and to the credit of the Force. He could, with some justification, claim to

be the most photographed constable in Surrey. In the famous Byfleet case, he was

Vaqui er 6s escort to and from Brixton Prison
features became as w&thown. To the public as were those of the murderer. He was

al so the escort of the Agentl emanod burglar
the town considerable notoriety. Woking residents while congratulating PC Minter on
hiswell-deserveg r o mot i on will sinc?®rely regret his

1929 September 27 Dover Express: The promotion of a native of Doydir H

Minter son of the late MR JS Mimtand Mrs Minter of Tower Hamlets, Dover, to be

an Inspector of the Surrey Constabulary at Egham is recorded in the Surrey Advertiser
which says, A courteous, tactful and efficient officer, Mr Minter is a sergeant in the
Cranleigh District, has made marisiends who will wish him well in his new
appointment. Inspector Minter has served 16 years and was the officer in charge of
Vagquier during his trial for the Byfleet murde¥.

The Dover and East Kent News on Friday 17 July 193A Dover man, Mr H Minter,

has been appointed Superintendent of the Hersham Division of the Surrey County
Constabulary. Mr Minter was promoted Inspector not quite two years ago, and his latest
step is due to Supt. W H Bird, whom he is succeeding, having been appointed Deputy
Chief Gonstable of Surrey. Mr Minter, who joined the Surrey Constabulary in 1912,
and was promoted Sergeant in 1925, was the son of the late John Stephen and Susan
Minter, of Tower Hamlets. He was for several years, as a youth, employed by Messrs
Palmer and Sonsef Dover. Dover can be proud of Mr Minter's rise in such an important
Force as the Surrey Constabulary.

1939 Registerat 83 Copthorne Road, Leatherhead U.D., Surrey

Minter, Henry born 2 Jun 1891, married, civil servant, superintendent of police
Minter, Ellen B born 11 Apr 1895, married, unpaid domestic duties

Minter, Frank B born 7 Jun 1928, single, at school

https://probatesearch.service.gov.uk:
MINTER Henry of 16 Louvaine Avenue Wickford Basildon Essex diedN@9ember

1966 Probate Ipswich 24 January 1967 to Dennis Henry Minter draughtsman and Frank
Bernard Mintercivil servant. £52729°

2581925 February 13 Dover Express from Henry Pelham October 2020
2591929 September 27 Dover Expréissn Henry Pelham October 2020
260 hitp://www.theminters.co.uk/getperson.php?personlD=117&tree=dover
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Joined theGuards during First World War
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Surrey Advertiser 27 April 1918

The eight men were the last eligible single police officers serving in the Surrey
Constabulary. There was one however, a discharged soldier and maitaey age.
Police Constables Bord, A Ellis, Rose, HQ at Guildford; Edwards, Virginia Water;
Smeed, Camberley; Wilkinson, Godalming; Freeland, York Town; Turner, Woking;
Fielding, Egham Hythe; Norgate, Englefield Green; Lewis, Fetcham; Bishop, Hogs
Back; Hainsworth, Haslemere; C Ellis, Tatsfield; White, Minter, Woking; A Ellis
Charlwood; called to the Colours in April 1918. None appear on the force war memorial
so it can be assumed they all survivé&d.

It may have been five months from the endtloé war but in May there was no
indication that the war would end that year or any certainty that the Allies would win,
even though the vast amount of manpower and resources were beginning to be deployed
by the United States.

POLICE JOIN TP,

The following mobers  of the Stirrey
Pl)'l\'l”ﬂ'l']$ lu\‘\ '..,." r ".‘».‘...l ‘ T aereice.
snd joineg up on Mooday

Police Cotistables Bioad, Rowe and A, Filis
(hwadquarters, Guildford), Edwards (Virgima
Water), Smeva (f autherley), Frovlumd 1Y ork
town), Wilkihson (Godalnangy, Turner
(Woking). Fielding (Kgham Vvthe), Norgate
Wngleficld Greend, Lanis (Fetehmn!, Bishion
.‘,“';'o l:u.-‘.) "!Jll'lti‘ta.’”. 'll:hlv‘h.n“- (
Fdlia (Tatstiold), White and Minter (Woking
aned A Kl (Chao Iwood)

l':l'.’i-' ol tur ahove pre ‘i"”.l‘. (e, and
thore are MY Ty “',,..ll, ",,,“‘l.,'. ol thoa foarce
'0" evongl one who bua hrp“ '“'“','Ql';"‘!i
‘“‘"b thin “"”‘ nn-' thirmoe over ',,“"ax) age
Two others will join up =nortly,

1924 29 March: Blue AnchorHotel Byfleet poisoning:TheJohn Pierre Vaquier case.
Press cuttings and cojmprrespondence regarding press interference with witnesses are
held at the Surrey Record Centre. The story is of a vain Frenchman who poisoned his
mistress's husband, Alfredries. Meeting Mabel Theresa Jones, wife of a Surrey hotel
owner, whilst she was on holiday in France in 1924, Vaquier followed her back to
England. In March of the same year he went to London to purchase poison. He signed

261 Surrey Advertiser 27 April 1918
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the register with a false namelpuut t he address of the Jones.
died, investigations led police to the chemist who identified Vaqciarged with

murder by strychnine and appeared before at Surrey Assizes Guildford in July 1924

where he was found guilty and later gad. Superintendent Boshier of Woking

Division and DCC Kenward investigated the crime. One officer who had charge of the

prisoner was PC H Minter, later Superintendent, the one man in the force to work
continuously in plain clothes in the county

5 June1924 The TimesSent for Trial by Woking Magistrates Court before whom he
appeared for the eighth time. Superintendent Boshier was the officer in charge of the
case. Sir Bernard Spilsbury Home Office pathologist undkrthe post mortem.

2 July 1924 Surrey AssizesAt Guildford a charge of murder of Alfred Poynter Jones,

Landlord of the blue Anchor Inn at Byfleet on 29 March last. His Lordship said, that he

thought there was no doubt upon the evidence that MrJoned e at h was cause
strychnine poisoning. The question was who put the poison into the bottle that was
supposed to contain harmless bromo salts. There was evidence that theta the accused

was in the bar parlour earlier that day Mr Jones died and thetefdréhe opportunity

to tamper with the bottle. The Grand Jury returned a truésbill.

3 July 1924 Surrey Assizeshe trial opens: Admission to the court was by ticket and
every seat was occupied and many women were present they being allotted $wats on t
left side of the public gallery and the men being on the right. Some of the most famous
legal names of the day were present in the court; for the Crown the Attorney General
Sir Patrick Hastings KC, Sir Edward Marshall Hall KC; for the defence Sir Henry
CurtisBennet. Sr ArchibaldBodkin D of PP was present in the court.

4 July 1924:The trial was continued with Mrs Jones returning to the witness box and
spending seven hours under cregamination. The newspaper contains a detailed
report of her ewlence and crossxamination. After a full day the court was
adjournect®?

7 July 1924: Violent protest after death sentenc&aquer was found guilty at Surrey

Summer assizes at Guildford after a trial lasting four days and sentenced to death. The

jury were out for an hour and forty minutes and when the foreman of the jury announced

the verdict, which was translated for the prisoner his face lost some of its colour though

he showed little trace of emotion. Several women in the court broke down in tears whe

the verdict was announced and burst into t
il nnocent. | swear on my motherds and my f at
Il nnocent of the c¢crime with which theam char
jury in voluble French telling them they had come to an iniquitous verdict, the judge

262The Times 2 July 1924
263The Times 4 July 1924
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demanding that he be removed. He continued shouting as the warders removed him.
Within a quarter of an hour of being sentenced he was in a motorcar on his journey to
Wandsworth prison. This press report is again very detailed of the last hours of the
trial.264 1924 July 15: Appealat the Court of Criminal Appeal on 28 July. It is
understood that counsel will now be instructed by the Registrar of the Court of Criminal
Appeal under the Poor Persons Defence Z&et.

Fred Shoobridge in 19991932 Cutmill murdersSergeant Lucas took the recruits in

the van to search the common for clues. The van had to go back so that at the end we

wal ked t o t he Ho g o0 ShatBightlkvasaamdiity at theipglicea HQa b u s .
in Guildford and had to clean the place. All the detectives would be called to the murder.

Minter, Roberts, Curry; six or seven formed the Surrey Constabulary Criminal
Investigation Department. Fred Collins and Tdoberts were photographic and
fingerprints26®

1932 November 14 Woman and child in front of train Mrs Violet Robus 28 of

Walton on Thames was charged at Kingston County Police Court with attempting to

murder her tweyearold child Mary June and witattempting to commit suicide. On

November 4 the mother and child were seen lying on the rails at Walton station. A train

drew up very quickly and two young men lifted the woman and child onto the platform.

It appeared as if they had fallen on the lineitiNg the woman nor the child was hurt

though the mother was suffering from shock and was hysterical. Police Superintendent

Minter reported that the woman saidy e s , |l wanted to go with he
me. 0 Sent to the Amnwitat@itionrwikbe madétr eport of |

1935 May 20: Shots at window of a country house: Man charged with theft of gun:

At Epsom Police Court on Saturday Reginald Payne, 30, described as a barman of no
fixed abode, was remanded in custody umtiursday charged with breaking and
entering Ashley Court, Ashtead, the residence of Mr Walter James Purdy, during the
night and stealing a double barrelled shotgun valued at £52.10s the property of Mr
Purdy. Police Sergeant Reid of Leatherhead said #aaclsing Ashtead Woods that
morning in company with a number of other police officers he saw Payne walking along
the road from the direction of Leatherhead carrying a deldnleslled 12 bore shotgun.

As the witness approached him Payne handedtoguntohand s ai d, ARher e
had better unload it.o He opened the gun an
He examined the gun and saw it had previou

game?0 Payne replied: k. baMe waent gléening L
police station where Superintendent Minter charged him and cautioned him when he
made no reply. AOn the way to the court in

264The Times 7 July 1924

25The Times 15 July 1924

266 |n conversation with Robert Bartlett in 1999
267 The Times 14 November 1932
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he said, AAre there amyieas didlot. ioe Hea tt hteme
getting off Ilight with this. o The Chair man,

Did he mention Ashley Court?0 Sergeant
Ashley Court the house in the occupation of Mr PugBrgeant Reid recalled, said that

at 4am he visited Ashley Court, Ashtead in response to a telephone message. He was
shown there a bedroom window on the first floor, which had apparently been broken
by pellets from s shotgun. Two windows at the back efsame house on the same
floor were broken, one apparently by pellets from a shotgun and one by bullets from a
rifle. Payne was remanded in custody until Thursday; the Chairman asking that he
should be kept under medical observafeh.

268The TimegLondon, England), Monday, May 20, 1935
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Police Constablel8 William Parker
Reigate Borough Police
Royal Army Medical Corps
Warrant Officer
Meritorious Service Medal

Re-called to the army Augudt, 1914 rejoined Reigate Borough Police 14 February
1919 being discharged from the army 13 March 1919

Reigate Consable Decorated
Meritorious Service Medal to PC Parker®?

An interesting ceremony took place on Monday evening at the meeting of the Reigate
Town Council when PC William Parker, of the Reigate Borough Police Force was
publicly presented with thileritorious Service Medal awarded to him by the military
authorities for his devoted service as a soldier during the war.

The Mayor, Alderman T Malcolmson said the record of PC Parker was that he joined
the Reigate Borough Force in May 1911 when he wakanarmy reserve. He was
recalled to the Colours as a private on Audysit914 upon the outbreak of war. He
passed from lance corporal to acting sergeant anad@uductor, warrant officer"?

class in the RAMC. He resumed duty in the Reigate Borougtefem February 16 of

this year (1919). He (the Mayor) had very much pleasure in presenting that Meritorious
Service Medal to PC Parker. He had won it by faithful and diligent discharge of his
duty, and they were convinced that while he remained irpohee force he would
continue to exercise those qualities, which gained for him that decoration. They were
quite convinced that he had won the decoration well and earnestly, and they trusted
with satisfaction to himself and his friends. He wished him lofegaind long service

in the Borough Police Force and they hoped to see him obtain the award of diligent
service as time went on (applause).

The Mayor then pinned the medal on the tunic of the constable and shook hands with
him. The constable acknowledgédz tbestowal of the decoration with a salute.

269 Surrey Mirror30 May 1919 from Henry Pelham 16 August 2019
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Police Constable26 Percy Punter
Guildford Borough Police
Squadron Sergeant Major
Army Service Corps Remounts Section
Meritorious Service Medal (22 February 1919)
Mentioned in Despatches (23 August 1919)

Served with the Army Service Corps Remounts Section. His pension papers survive at

The National Archivegand on Ancestry). His Army Number was R/4/072121 and he
was also awarded the Meritorious Service MedalR@Bruary1919), and Mentioned
in Despatches (28ugust1919).Rejoined Guildford Borough Police 13 October 1919

He attested at Guildford on 2@arch 1915 giving his occupation as Police Constable
aged 36 years 9 months. He was promoted Squadme&hivajor on 25March1915
five days after recall.

He had previously served in the Royal Field Artillery (discharged time expired). He
married (aged®7 andgiving his occupation as a Police Constable) Elizabeth Annie
Gardner (aged 22) onbecembell 905 at St Paul s Chur ch

The chief onstable reported thek-PC Punter has been promoted to squadron sergeant
major and been mentioneddespatches for valuable service rendetéd

21%Richard CallaghaBA (Hons) Curator Royal Military Police Museum
211 Surrey Advertisell May 1918
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Surrey Advertiser 1 May 1918 Punt er 6 s promoti on
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Police Constable618 Edward Ernest Rose
18851963
Surrey Constabulary
Grenadier Guards

Rose Edward Ernest PC168ge 24 in May 1909 joinedSurrey Constabularg
September 190%renadier Guards No 33391 28 April 1918 age 32 years 11 months
when stationed at Headquarters Guildford:j&teed Surrey Constabulary July 9, 1919

Army Recruitment papers: Edward E Rose guirthe Grenadier Guards 22 April 1918.
He was 6ft linch, 170 pounds, chest expansion 4.5, chest size 39.5. He was 32 years
11 months old, and his army no is 33391.

Edward Ernest Rose was born in Ockley, Dorking, Surrey 1885 and died in Surrey 1963

aged77. He married in 1923 to Florence May Delphia Edwards, marriage took place in

North Holmwood, Surrey. Marriage record shows he was a Police Constable.

FIl orenceds father i sidedeasedn Edwesd EsRode wdsi3& e Con
years old when hmarried.

Edward Rose died in 1963, service took place in St Mark, Peaslake. He lived in
Peaslake. He was 77 years old

1923 Electoral Roll shows Edward Rose living in Eastwood Road, Shalford, Guildford,
Surrey.

1939 Register shows Edward E Rose livingi The Mount, Hoe Lane, Peaslake,
Guildford, Surrey. Occupation shown as a Police Constable. The record also shows
Florence M as also living there.

1916 November 15 Surrey Advertiser: PC Edward Ernest Rose Surrey
Constabulary. Combing out constables test case at ChobhamThe feeling that
young unmarried police constables ought not to be liberated for service in the Army
found expression at Chobham on Saturday, when the Military Representative (Mr R
Manning Driver) applied to the Chertsey Rural Dgtiribunal for the cancellation of

the exemption certificate of PC EE Rose (30) single, of Broomhall on the ground it was
no longer in the national interest that he should remain in his present situation.

Together with a large number of members of ther&/ Constabulary of military age
whose cases were dealt with by different tribunals in the county, Rose received
conditional exemption last spring in pursuance of a certificate issued by Captain Sant,
Chief Constable, under the agreement entered iniwelet the War Office and the
Home Office.
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Superintendent Mears of Chertsey attended before the tribunal accompanied by PC

Rose, atall welbuilt young officer, apparently in first class physical condition. In reply

to the Military Representative applicatn t he Superi ntendent prodtu
certificate that members of the Surrey Constabulary had reached the point beyond

which they must not be further depleted.

The Chairman Mr SWG Tringham asked if the embargo on police constables had yet
beenremovedt he Mi |l i tary Representative: fl havi

had better make this a test case and see w|

Superintendent Weeistisg arrafigementinas na beendaktenet or

the Chief Constable would not have 1 nstruc
Chair man. nif that is our decision wonot a
the Military Representative andig not competent for us to settle whether or not a

certain number of the police are required.
The Military Representative, Aln view of t
30, I should Iike to make thndemt tMesdr x,asfe
we cancel the certificate, I suppose you \
Superintendent Mear$, Will at once report the matter to the Chief Constable. The

Tribunal then unanimously dec¥?’ded to withd:]

Surrey Military Tribunalg 19151918 record. The Tribunal took place in Guildford,

and titled ASurrey Appeal Tribunal 0, Gui |l d
took place 25 November 1916, the person appealing was the Chief Constableygf Surre

Thomas Mears. The nature of the appeal was that he was indispensable. The outcome

of the tribunal was permittedlt is likely that he was enlisted but along with other

officers was allowed to remain with the Surrey Constabulary until called, whishde

with colleagues in 1918 when manpower was short. This seems to have been a
compromise. The men were enlisted and the Chief Constable retained their services

until called.)

2721916 November 15 Surrey Advertifesm Henry Pelham October 2020
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Superintendent Thomas Runnegar MM
18931938
Military Mounted Police
Surrey Constabulary

T I "

Thomas Runnegar Military Medal First World War, later Superintendent
Surrey Constabulary, died 1938

Robert Bartlett with additional research by Barrie Friend of Brockham 1
battlefield tour guide - Jean and Henry Pelham, with assistancenhancing
photograph of Superintendent Runnegar supplied by Dave Peet, Peter May.
Supported by Richard Callaghan, curator of the Royal Military Police Museum.

Introduction

Thomas joined the Surrey Constabulary before the First World War anchWed to
serve in the Military Police during which he was awarded the Military Medal. Details
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of the action that resulted in his high award have not been traced even with the support
of the Royal Military Police Museum. He returned to the Surrey Constabaiter the

war and rose through the ranks to be superintendent at Farnham where in 1938 he died
when serving.

Thomas was born in Shepperton close to the north side of the Thame¥, on 20
September 1893.He joined the Surrey Constabulary on 17 Novefiiaged 27
and on 28 June 1915 whilst stationed at Caterham he joined the Military Mounted
Police as a lance corporal. He served in France from 22 September 48ibtge

the Surrey Constabulary 10 June 1919.

Winifred Trivett and Thomas married on thé-ebruary 1920 when he was 27 years
old and Winifred 26 years of age. Thomas and Winifred had 6 children, one of their
sons James John was killed in 1939 aged 18, he was in the RAF but serbmaydn
HMS Courageous when sunk by a U Boat.

Thomas Runneay died on the L April 1938 age 45 whilst serving as the
superintendent of Farnham Division.

1901 Census

Thomas was living with his parents and grandfather dutB@l Census aged 7, at
Vicarage Walk, Walton on Thames

James Runnegargrandfatheii 77 years old
Rebecca Runnegardaughteii 48 years old
Thomas Henry Runnegafatheri 38 years old
Emily Runnegr i motheri 31 years old nee Hone
THOMAS JAMES RUNNEGAR i 7 years old
Doris Runnegar daughteii 1 year old
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Thomas Henry Runnegarfatheri 48 years old
Emily Runnegai Motheri 41 years old
THOMAS JAMES RUNNEGAR 1 17 years old
Doris Runnegar 11 years old
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Rebecca Runnegar is still living with them now 60 years old. From a family tree
onlineRebecca lived till she was 90 years old. From various online electoral rolls
Thomas and his wife Winifred lived most of their lives in Farnham, Weybridge,

Woking and Dorking.

Sources for information: Ancestry UK and a Private Family tree online.

RunnegaiThomas
James PC279
Military Medal
based at Caterhar
1915 27 in
November 1912
joined 17
November 19133

Military Mounted
Police P1835 Lance
Corporal

28 June 1915
re-joined
Surrey
Constabulary
10 June 1919

1915 Group photo Sept
1915. First served
abroadn France
22.9.1915

Died 1 April 1938

No mention in police
records of gallantry

| award

Military Medal

2ZBErom filn

Bl ue Se rwve.surrey@®nsRiudre.corhistdyar t | et t

217


mailto:938at938@gmail.com
http://www.surrey-constabualry.com/

Robert Bartlett ~ 938at938@gmail.com 16 July2022

-

«

§

Thomas James Runnegar born December 1893 Shepperton then in Middlesex

Military Mounted Police
Victory medal, British War Medal; Theatre of War 1=Western Europe from
11/10/15 to 11/11/18
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Entitlement to 1914/1915 Star; transferred to Class Z subject to recall if
Germany renegaded on Armistice agreement

21¢


mailto:938at938@gmail.com

Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com 16 July2022

Military Medal |l i sted in London Gazett e;

First Name: T

Surname: Runnegar

Resided Town: Waltoi©on-Thames

Rank: Lance Corporal

Service Number: P/1835

Gazette Issue 30873. M.M. His Majesty the KING has been graciously pleased to
approve of the award of the Military Medal for bravery in the field to the mentioned
Non-commissioned Officer and Men.

Gazette Date: 26/08/1918 Gazette Page: 10133

Surrey Advertiser 7 September 19181 ance Corporal T Runnegar Walton, of the
MMP has been awarded the Military Medal.

From Richard Callaghan Curator RMP Museum: | have checked the earliest Corps
Order Book we have after the award, but there is no mention of thé sddly we do

not have the complete run of COBsoughwe are transcribing those we have and of
course will let you know if Runnegar appears. The COBs cover the day to day running
of the CMP Depot at Aldershot, and as such cover postings, moves, awards, hospital
furloughs ¢c.

From a personal point of view, the lost COBs covering the end of 1914 to mid 1916 are
the most grievous loss, as they cover the period when the majority of civilian policemen
transferred into the Corps. It is a great shame that there seems tle lseifitiving to
identify which units civilian policemen served with during the war.
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Medal Index Card, not uncommon to see MM not listed

Married February 1920

A police constable living in Chertsey

Marriage: It has not been possible to obtain &éxeversion of the copy of the marriage
certificate, but Jean Pelham has transcribed the document which reveals the following
detail: The marriage took place on the 7 February 1920 in the parish church of
Weybridge between Thomas James Runnegar and Adrifirvett. He was a 2year

old bachelor police constable and she ay@érold unmarried spinster. Winifred
married from Wychwood, Grenville Road, Weybridge the home of her father John
George Trivett a railway inspectoFhomas was living at 42, Fordtest Road, Chertsey

but by the time of the wedding his father Thomas Henry Runnegar had died. His
occupation has been surgical instrument mak®vitnesses were WR Lane, WE
Collins, D Runnegar E Butler.

West Sussex Gazette 10 October 1928egt. W. Anissas retired after

service with the Surrey Constabulary and is succeeded at Farnham by Segt. Runnegar,
Dorking.
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Surrey Advertiser 14 December 1929The annual dinner of the Farnham Division of

the Surrey Constabulary was held at Farnham on Monday when Captain Sant, Chief
Constable of Surrey presided, and the guests included Mr Cecil Whiteley KC chairman
of Surrey Quarter Sessions, EH Tugwell and Mr \\8e, the heads of the Surrey
Special Constabulary, MR RW Mason magistrates clerk and Mr J Lamport, assistant
clerk.

Immediately after dinner Captain Sant made the presentation of a silver cigarette case
to Mr William Cooper, assistant veterinary sungesf Farnham, in recognition of the
assistance he gave to the police in November when he gave valuable aid to Police
Sergeant Runnegar and PC Bell who were being assaulted by a number of soldiers. The
law he said, required that civilians should go to $&sdance of the police when called

upon to do so. He was afraid there were too many instances when such assistance was
not given, but they had that night a happy instance -@fjpavation.

Captain Sant cordially shook hands with Mr Cooper after makmgthsentation. Mr
Cooper in reply said he only did his duty as a citizen.

|l nspector Stovell of Camberl ey proposed th
tribute to the fact that Captain Sant had endeared himself to the forcesgynbathetic

attitude he adopted to all their needs, said when the time came for the chief to leave

them his place would be hard to fill. He had been a father to the force, and a true
gentleman. (Applause)

Surrey Advertiser 15 August 1931: Dead in a gaslfil ed Scul |l ervy: Nei g
discovery: James Rawlings (60) CroB®ad, Badshot Lea, Farnham was found dead

in a gas filled scullery at his house on Monday evening. He was a widower and lived
alone. About seven o6cl ock Mhroughawigdow on War r
and saw Rawlings sitting in a chair. He became suspicious and as the house was locked

up, he communicated by telephone with the police.

Police Sergeant Runnegar and PC Hood went to the house and on entering found that
Rawlings was dead.&Hwas near the gas oven, which was switched on, but the supply
of gas from the slot meter had become exhausted.

West Sussex Gazette 15 October 193arnham: Police Sergeant Runnegar has been
promoted inspector

Sheffield Daily Telegraph 1 January 1932Christmas Eve Fracas: Sheffield men
Involved in Weybridge Struggle: After having been sent into the Weybridge, Surrey
district on unemployment relief work, three Sheffield men appeared at Chertsey Police
Court yesterday. They were William Henry Thompsonpwyas fined £2 for being
drunk and disorderly and assaulting Police Inspector Runnegar, and William A. Walker
and Edwin Waller who were each fined 19s 6d for obstructing the police.
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The Inspector said when he attempted to arrest Thompson the latt&rhstnyand

while he was on the ground, he was kicked by four or five other men. Witness regained

his feet and as he was taking Thompson to the police station he was set on by a number

of other men. The police had to fight their way for a mile until theghed the police
station. The chairman remarked that these
different from those of other people.

Surrey Advertiser 4 June 1932: Camp Dweller Courts Publicity:/At Chertsey petty
Sessions on Wednesday Arthur Ha#l8) described as a dealer, living in a camp near
the Weybridge Rowing Club premise, was caused with causing a crowd of persons to
collect there by creating an obstruction in Springfield Lane, Weybridge. Defendant
pleaded guilty.

Inspector Runnegar said Hd30 that morning he was called to Monument Hill where

the defendant was standing on a seat addressing a crowd of 200 unemployed. Defendant
refused to move when requested. Defendant said he broke the law to get some attention.

When he went to the Surreyointy Council offices the previous afternoon, he found

in the educational department a notice stating they were running a sweepstake. They
were using the ratepayeroés paper and he ob
he was entitted toagrantrfio hi s boydés educati on, but they
50 per cent.

On being told by the Chairman Mr H Weller, that that was nothing to do with the case,
defendant said if he had to make further trouble he would do so at the slightest
opportunity.

Halls was fined 9s.

Surrey Advertiser 4 June 1932: 1,000 Mile Motor Race Tragedy: Car leaps
parapet and crashes in road: YesShoetly dayb6s F
after the commencement of the 1,000 mile
yesterdy (Friday) one of the competing cars left the track, leapt the parapet and crashed

into the road below. The driver, Mr Harry Leeson, of Eastbourne was killed
immediately. The Weybridge ambulance, together with Dr E Gardner and Inspector T
Runnegar was omé spot in 30 seconds, a tribute to the smartness of the organisation.

The body was extricated from the wreckage and taken to the mortuary.

Surrey Advertiser2 3 September 1933: Flying Officer0s:s
Error Of Judgement: The inquests at Brooklands were conducted by Mr G Wills

Taylor (West Surrey Coroner) at the Parish Room Weybridge and in each instance a
verdict of Death by Misadventureo was retur
of evidence from the RAF on tla@proach and landing of an aircraft when an error was

made over braking. The cause of death was asphyxia caused by compression of the
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chest. Inspector Runnegar who went under the machine and saw Flying Officer Few in
the cockpit said the pilot was deadtzt time.

The Coroner paid tribute to the work of Inspector Runnegar and the police in
endeavouring to extricate Flying Officer Few. Great credit he said was due to them.

Attacks on three women

The attacks on three women on Frensham open spaces was to be the most significant
case involving Runnegar so far traced. From press reports it seems to have been an
enormous case with widespread open country searches similar to that undertaken when
AgathaChristie was thought to be missing from Newlands Corner. These attacks did
not result in the death of the young ladies but their attacker was to go on to be killed
and was arrested as is so often the case by officers on patrol.

1935 July 5 The Times:Attac ks on Women: No Trace of n M
Eyeso: Far nhamTh&e was gomel exditgmend today when a report

reached the police searching for the man who attacked three young women near
Frensham Common on Tuesday that a man answering thelafésiexiption had been

seen at Moor Park on the Farnham Guildford road.

Immediately every available officer was sent to the neighbourhood, and a systematic
search of the ground was begun. An aeroplane circled area, which though thickly
wooded, has a goodeal of undulating and in certain parts marshy ground virtually
treeless. For several hours the searchers concentrated on the locality, plain clothes and
unformed police patrolling in motor cars, on motorcycles and on foot, but no trace of
the man was fouh

Whilst the police are inclined to believe that the fugitive is in hiding in the
neighbourhood, inquiries are being conducted over a very wide area, and the Aldershot
force is cooperating in this connection.

The three victi ms eddaytiviss Phytlia Gditedl, Miss ltetdti@ k s o n
Dickson, and Miss Clarice Ainslie are all badly injured and seriously affected by the

shock of their experience. Miss Cottell is the daughter of the late Colonel R.C. Cottell

and Mrs Cottell of Cresswell Gardengyugh Kensington and she and her mother had

intended to stay in this district for the summer. Miss Dickson is the daughter of a doctor

i n the north of England Miss Ainslieds hom

Maniacal Frenzy: To remove misunderstanding it shoukldiated that the man being
searched for who is described as having #dl
whose sole purpose is to belabour his victims into a state of terror and helplessness. His
attacks have been characterised by the utmostwe)dut he does not appear to carry

any weapons, and having exhausted his frenzy leaves his victims helpless. The police
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are determined to keep up the pressure they are now exerting until he is rounded up and
placed under restraint.

The police are anxigs that the members of the public should help in their task and be
reminded of the mands description, which i

Aged about 30, 5ft 10in in height; stoutly built with long nose, full face, glaring
eyes, and dar k br ownwdsdressedindbrowsdhexid wel |
sports coat, dirty grey flannel trousers and brown shoes but had no hat. He is
believed to possess a bicycle.

The man who went to a West London police station on Wednesday night was seen by
two Farnham police officers, butay found he could not help them in their inquiries
and returned to their headquarters.

Nottingham Evening Post- Friday 5 July 1935: New Turn in Hunt For Maniac
Inquiries At Aldershot Victim Able To Make A Statement New Description Of
Wanted Man Police Ready If He Strikes Again

Mi ss Cottell, one the three victims of the
Surrey police have searched ceaselessly for four days, was able to make a statement to

the police teday. She remembers the full circumstances of the attack upon hes and

result the police have issued new description of the wanted man. His age is as between

27 and 35. He is 5ft. 10in. or 1linches in height, very heavily built, but not corpulent,

with large white face and a very heavy chin. He has arsbgged face, thicfingers,

and dark glaring eyes, and was dressed in suit dark clerical grey flannel. The police to

day followed two definite lines inquiry.

Detectives visited military establishment Aldershot, where they saw six soldiers who
they thought might be able thelp them. Following the example set by Supt. T. J.
Runnegar, many of the policemen taking part the search have gone without sleep for
hours, as they wish to make full use of any possible clues while they are still fresh.

MOORPARK COMBED. Supt. Runnegawvho left his family on holiday in Scotland

to return to duty, did not go to bed last night. At intervals he visited his men, who were
combing out Moorpark, where a man resembling the wanted man had been seen. For
three days and three nights Surrey Cgupblice, assisted by reinforcements from
Hampshire and Berkshire, and at intervals by troops from Aldershot and Thursley, have
continued the search. The wanted man is supposed to have been seen in places as far
apart as Portsmouth and Dumfriesshire (Scat). The Dumfries police stopped a
motor lorry early teday and questioned a man who had begged a lift from the driver at
Darlington. Hundreds of clues have been followed up by detectives, and ten men have
been taken to different police stations and qaastl, then released after satisfying the
police that they could not have been near Frensham Common on Tuesday night.
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ANOTHER ATTACK POSSIBLE. The possibility that the man may make a further
attack is being seriously considered again,” Superintendentegan told a Post
reportertedayd ii f he is inside the county of Surr

1935 July 6 The Times: Attacks on Women in Surrey: New Description of
Assailant: Farnham July 5: In spite of a night and day search since Tuesday by
hundeds of police officers, assisted by soldiers and civilians, there is no definite clue
to the identity of the man who so brutally assaulted three women near Frensham
Common that they are still suffering from injuries and shock.

That the man is a dangemmaniac at times, whilst at others he is perfectly normal, is
the theory of the police, but whether he is a resident of the district, a visitor from
London, or a soldier who suffers from periodic brainstorms, they have no idea.

Several new details weraigplied today by Superintendent Runnegar after he had
visited Miss Cottell, one of the injured women. From her recollection the following
description has been issued:

Height 5ft 10in to 5ft 11in; age 27 to 35; heavy build; though not corpulent;
large, whte face, egg shaped, clean shaven; red podgy hands with thick fingers;
large brown glaring eyes; dark hair, well brushed back; dressed in dark gey
trousers and a doublzeasted jacket.

Special significance is attached by the police to a further stateinem of the women

that when he attacked her, he struck the attitude of a boxer and aimed at her face with
his clenched fist, as he would do in a boxing ring., for every case of similar attacks
within the past few months the assailant has used highiistgh in one instance he had

a flint in his hand.

Every possible line of inquiry has been followed by police, and today they sent officers
to the East End of London, to barracks at Aldershot, and also to the Aldershot
Employment Exchange. The view thaetman is in hiding in the neighbourhood has
now been virtually discarded, for Alsatian dogs as well as bloodhounds have traversed
every part of the district without any trace of his presence being discovered.

Major Nicholson Chief Constable of Surrey apfed today for help of the public in
bringing the man to justice. He believes that the man is abnormal at intervals, and that
he may have been able to hide his violent tendencies from his friends but emphasises
that it is essential he should be caughbbeehe can do further harfft:

274The Times 6 July 1935
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1935 July 8 The Times: Attacks on Women in Surrey: Suggested Epileptic
Assailant: Farnham July 7: Scores of police officers were engaged today either in
keeping observation or making enquiries in connection witsehaech for the man who

last Tuesday attacked and seriously injured three young women near Frensham
Common.

Major Nicholson, Chief Constable of Surrey, believes the man responsible for the
attacks can be traced only with the help of the public, and hbpéesny discovery

made accidentally by picnickers will be communicated to the police without delay. The
locality attracts large numbers of people during weekends, and it is recognised that they
are likely to come across some clues which might lead to #rebming traced as if

they were taking part in the official search.

Several suspects are being kept under observation. The police are also trying to get in
touch with a former noigommissioned officer, attached to a medical unit at Aldershot,
who disappe@d about a month ago. Major Nicholson in discussing the case, put
forward the theory that although man for whom they are searching may be a sufferer
from a violent form of epilepsy, and know nothing of his conduct after his paroxysms
are past, it is podsle he is a weleducated, respectable man, who discusses the recent
attacks with neighbours.

Miss Cottell and Miss Dickson are recovering from their injuries, but Miss Ainslie of
The Chase, Churt, the third victim is still having special attention. Weaesin the
district whose name is not disclosed, has today offered a reward of £100 for information
leading to the arrest and conviction of the man who attacked#ftem.

1935 July 10 The TimesCondition of Attacked Women: While two of the women

who wereattacked near Frensham Common, Surrey a week ago were stated yesterday
to be making satisfactory progress, the condition of the third Miss Ainslie, of The
Chase, Churt was reported as causing anxiety. She is suffering from severe shock as
well as injuriesto her head and neck. Yesterday was the eighth day of the search for
the man who attacked the women.

A retired army officer living at Heath End on the road from Frensham to Aldershot
where a number of women were attacked last January, telephoned thanfrg@olice

last night to report that he had found some bicycle tracks among some rhododendrons
in the vicinity of his house. Two police officers who were despatched to the spot
discovered a stick about 4ft long which bore marks which looked like bloosistain
Undergrowth nearby was beaten down as though someone had been sleeping there. The
police, it was stated, attach considerable importance to the discovery.

25The Times July 8 1935
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1935 July 16 The Times: The Attacks on Surrey Women: Assailant Still at Large:

A man, believed tdbear some resemblance to the man for whom police throughout the
country have been searching for the last fortnight in the hope he might be able to help
in the investigation of the attacks on three young women near Farnham, Surrey, took
part in an identittation parade yesterday at a North London police station, but it was
stated later that the Farnham police were satisfied that the man knew nothing about the
attacks on three women on Frensham Common.

Other identification parades will be held at Farnharmeaa as the victims of the man,
described as having fAglaring eyeso are fit
seriously injured of the three women, was stated yesterday to be making progress.

Inquiries in connection with the case are still beungorously pursued, important
information having been obtained in Weymouth, where a man whose name is known
to the police was reported to have been seen during the weékend.

1935 July 17 The Times: Attacks on Women in Surrey: Protest Against London
Identification Parade: A protest against having been put into an identification parade

in order to be seen by women who had been attacked by a man, also suspected of similar
attacks on three other women near Farnham was made by Nathaniel Myers Soloman,
23, whowas charged at Waltham Abbey yesterday with being a suspected person.

He stated he had been told at the police station on the previous day that there was a
reward of £100 for information which would lead to the conviction of the man who was
wanted in conection with assaults on girls at Farnham, and alleged he was told to admit
the charge. His reply had been that they were a load of liars, but he had been put into
an identification parade without a magistrate being present.

Inspector Bishop said that ®ohan had been put up for identification in connection
with the alleged assaults, but he was not identified, and there was no charge against him
on that.

Soloman was then remanded for a week, bail being refused, and it was stated that further
charges woulde preferred against him respecting the motor car in which he was
found?’’

Runnegar6s great worry
Runnegar s great worry was the man woul d a

consequences. The attacks were to be detected after apetiesr of attacks on lone
women. The attacker was a soldier and was arrested for a series of serious offences.

276 The Times July 16, 1935
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1935 August 9: Girl cyclists attacked:Hampshire and Surrey police combined
yesterday in a wide search following reports that four girl cychstd been attacked
within a comparatively small radius. In each case the motorist was said to have knocked
the girl from her machine. A man in a car stolen from Aldershot made the first three
attacks. Later in this day the car was found abandoned on &s@eR. A further car

was stolen. The first three attacks were made at Dogmersfield, Farnham; at
Stratfieldsaye, and at Winchfield near Fleet. The fourth was reported from near
Woking. The woman attacked at Stratfieldsaye said the driver stopped afteingolli

with her cycle. He asked if she was hurt and when she bent to look at the damage, he
struck her in the face several times and drove away. At Dogmersfield the car stopped
and reversed and collided with the girl and the driver attempted to push hergart

but she struggled and made off. The Winchfield girl received a fractured leg and other
injuries when the man drove straight at her. The Woking girl was knocked from her
bike and an hour later a man was arrested for attackingter.

1935 August 31Accused of Murder. Man, in car alleged to have run down cyclists
Evidence by Women: Arthur Mortimer a Lance Corporal in thé! Battalion Welch
Regiment appeared on remand at Aldershot magistrates Court charged with stealing
cars, murder and grievousdity harm on three women. It was alleged that he drove
the stolen cars at women knocking them over. Police had arrested Mortimer after a
chase when the stolen car was stopped, and Mortimer arrested in Guildford. The
handbag of one of the victims was in tta as the key from a stolen car used in earlier
offences and abandoned in Ash. A victim picked out Mortimer as her assailant. In
evidence Detective Sergeant E H Stone of Guildford Borough Police described the
police pursuit of the other car. The drivértioe police car attempted to block the road

but Mortimer mounted the pavement and made off. A little further on a foot patrol
officer jumped in front of the car and shouted for the driver to stop but he did not
forcing the officer to jump out of the wayhe car entered the Guildfordilpass being

driven fast and recklessly with the police speedometer registering 65mph. On
encounteringraffic, the driver mounted the pavement but collided with a car and came
to a halt. Mortimer was remanded in custodytf@l. The Surrey Advertiser of August

1935 add that DS Stone and PC Rook were patrolling the Bagshot/Worplesdon Road
area of Guildford when they spotted the stolen car and swung the police car across the
road to stop it but it mounted the pavement arss@d them. At the foot &Yoodbridge

Hill, a PC on foot signalled the stolen car to stop then had to jump for his life. At
Woodbridge three PCs formed a line across the road and in turn had to jump for their
lives. The police car was now close behind tlodes car, which was travelling along

the bypass at high speed. They drew abreast of the stolen car to try to stop it but it
again escaped by mounting the grass verge. A chase through the town followed and in

2781935 9 August: The Scotsman
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the High Street it collided with a parked @and the driver arrested. A purse belonging
to one of the victims was found in the é&t.

1935 August 10: Robbery with violence: Chase in police car: At Woking police court

yesterday Arthur Mortimer of Aldershot was charged with robbing with personal

violence Lillian Harwood and stealing from her a handbag, cash and other articles.
Detective Sergeant Harold Stone of the Guildford Borough Police told how police in a

car chased Mortimer before he was arrested.
the officer, he and another officer were proceeding along Worplesdon Road, Guildford

in the direction of Worplesdon when they saw a motorcar, which had been reported to

the police as stolen, being driven towards them by Mortimer. They swerved to the
offsideinamt t empt to stop him, but he mounted ¢t}
around and pursued him in the direction of Guildford. He drove straight through the

town with a total disregard for other traffic, at a very dangerous speed. A police officer

in uniform at the junction of the bpass road and Woodbridge Road ran into the road

and signalled him to stop. The man drove straight at him and he had to jump out of the

way. By this time, we were about ten yards away. Three police officers signalled him

to gop but he drove straight at them and went on. The road bends and gets narrow at

this point and the three officers had to jump out of the way and he got through. He

drove on in a reckless way along thegass road, round into Stoke Road taking the

traffici sl and on the offside of the road and n
right along the Stoke Road into Guildford High Street. He took the turn into the High

Street on the offside, against the traffic signals, which were showing red and continued

down the High Street to Market Street where a traffic jam stopped him. He swerved to

the offside and looked as if he was going to mount the pavement but crashed into the

rear of a stationary car. | jumped out of the police car and secured him and tdok him

Guildford Borough Police station where he
| adydbs handbag, some cash and a car igniti
been knocked from her bicycle in Worplesdon just before the police first sighted him

and the car failed to stop, Morti mer said,

the handbag and the bicycle in the road and the girl lying in the ditch. | took the handbag
and was going up to the girl when | thought I might get the blame, so | drove
Remanded until Friday August %%.

1935 September 7 The Times: Soldier sent for Trial: Alleged attacks on women:
Arthur Charles Mortimer a soldier serving with tiéBattalion Welch Regiment, was
committed for trial at Aldershot yesterday charged with the murder of Phyllis Mary
Doreen Oakes. He was also committed on three charges of causing grievous bodily
harm to three other women, robbing and using personal vioiartbe case of another
woman and stealing two motor cakkvember 23, 193Reports of the trial for murder

at Winchester Assizes when the-ydarold lancecorporal pleaded not guilty.

2791935 August 31 The Times
280The Timeg(London, England), Saturday, Aug 10, 1935
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Evidence of considerable violence to a number of women was giwemghsighted

them he hunted them down and deliberately ran over tiéovember 27again The

Times reported on the trial where consideration was given by a number of medical men
about his mental <conditi on-pernieatddbian au.nf@mr t un
the following day Mortimer was found guilty of murder and sentenced to death. On
December B Mortimer gave notice of appeal which was heard on tHeah8 reported

on the 14 January when the appeal was dismissed. However, on January 23, 1936
Mortimer the Home Secretary under the provisions of section 2 of the Criminal
Lunatics Act 1884 caused a medical inquiry
and as a result his death sentence was respited to one of penal servitude for life. The
prisorer will be removed to a convict prison where he will be kept under medical
supervision.

And so, these terrible series of offences against young women were brought to a close

by the arrest and conviction of this-2&arold soldier. Runnegar played a pigbtole

in the early investigation but the arrest was made following brave police work by those

on patrol. During Runnegarés phase of the
Alsatian dogs and Bloodhounds were used to assist the open country seaticlaes

aircraft reported as taking part covering these large open spaces.

g

R tun: - o

Superintendent Runnegar

Surrey Constabulary Farnham 19-34

1938 April 2: Portsmouth Evening News POLICE CHIEF'S DEATH :
Superintendent Thomas James Runnegar, oFéineham Police, died at his home in
Tilford Road, Farnham, Surrey, yesterday, aged 45.

1938 April 2: Daily Mirror T Saturday: Superintendent Thomas Runnegar of Surrey

police who died, aged fortiyve, at Farnham yesterday, hastened his end by the zeal
with which he investigated the case of the " Man With the glaring eyes" three years
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ago. when a mystery man brutally attacked three women near Frensham Common.
Superintendent Runnegar returned from holiday to take charge of investigations, telling
the DailyMiner it is the last thing | do. | will have this rat with the glaring eyes caught.”
While the case lasted, he slept three hours a night. Runnegar traced Arthur Charles
Mortimer twentyseven, who was later convicted at Winchester of murder and found to
bethe Man with the Glaring Eves

1938 April 6: Lancashire Evening Post:Nearly 350 uniformed regular and special
police were among the 1.000 people who attended the funeral at Farnham. Surrey, of
Supt. Thomas Runnegar, of the Surrey Constabulary.

Supt Runnegar's grave in the first portion of Farnham cemetery consecrated at
the end of 1936
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SonJameskilled in action World War Two 17 September 1939 as the
war began; listed on RAF Runnymede Memorial

® EUNNEGAR, AC L s oy, S48855
KAl ' ming :‘ .S (_an? o't 1™
Sepecrmber, 1999, Age IK Son of 1o Jumes
Renacger, aod of Witalred Ruancgw, of Farmbam

Surey. M

Courageousserved with the Home Fleet at the start of World War 1l with 811822d
Squadronsboard, each squadron goped with a dozen Fairey Swordfigh.In the
early days of the wahunterkiller groupswere formed around the fleet's aircraft
carriers to find and destroy-hbats. On 31 August 1939 she went to her war station at
Portland and embarked the two squadrons of Swordiishrageousleparted
Plymouth on the evening of 3 September 1939 damntisubmaringatrol in
theWestern Approachegscorted by four destroyef@n theevening of 17 September
1939, she was on one such patrol off the coast of Ireland. Two of her four escorting
destroyers had been sent to helpexchant shipnder attack and all her aircraft had
returned from patrols. During this tim@purageousvas stalked for over two hours
by U-29, commanded bZaptainLieutenantOtto SchuhartThe carrier then turned
into the wind to launch her aircraft. This put the ship right actbebow of the
submarine, which fired three torpedoes. Two of the torpesimeck the ship on heort
sidebefore any aircraft tdooff, knocking out all electrical power, and stepsizecand
sank in 20 miutes with the loss of 519 of her crew, including her caftdimhe
survivors were rescued by the Dutmtean lineNMeendamand the British
freighterCollingworth. The two escorting destroyers counterattatke® for four
hours, but the submarine escaped.

James John Runnegar

RAF (548693). British
Born 1921

Died 17 Sep 193¢ (18)

Ship Type Rank /role Attacked on Boat

=i% HMS Courageou Aircraft Aircraftman 2nd 17 Sep 1939 (+ U-
(50) carrier Class 29(1)
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Personal information
Son of Thomas James and Winifred Runnegar, of Farnham, Surrey.

Sources

1. http://www.cwgc.org/finéwar-dead/casualty/2940722/
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Police ConstablelLeonard J. Saltmarsh
Surrey Constabulary
Second World War
Distinguished Flying Crossand Bar
RAF Squadron Leader
7 SquadronPathfinder

Leonard Saltmarsh served before and after the war in the Surrey Constabulary. In
December 1942 hé&ained in a Tiger Moth and went on to fly Wellingtons and
Lancasters with 7 Squadron, Pathfinders. He was awarded the DFC for actions on the
26th of August 1944 in a raid over Kiel. He flew 99 Operational sorties.

D.F.C. London Gazette 3 October 1944¢eTdriginal recommendation statésF 1 y i n g
Officer L. J. Saltmarsh has so far completed 17 successful sorties as Pilot and Captain
of Lancaster aircraft, and has been most conspicuous at all times for his extremely high
standard of courage and resoluten@sstwo difficult occasions during daylight attacks

on Vaires on 12 July 1944 and on Emieville on 18 August 1944, he observed a crippled
bomber proceeding at a very reduced speed away from the target. On both occasions
he dropped behind the main bombeeain in order to escort the damaged bomber
safely back to England. On 15 August, during a daylight attack on the airfield at St.
Trond, one of his engines became unserviceable on the way to the target and the
propeller had to be feathered. But in spitehd tact that he was getting behind the
mainstreamowing to his reduced speed, he pressed on and bombed the target, and
secured an aiming point photograph. On the way back from the target another engine
became unserviceable but did not deter Flying Offg&itmarsh from proceeding to

and bombing an alternative airfield target with a bomb that had failed to be released
over the primary target, and once more he secured an aiming point photograph. He
eventually arrived safely over base and made a perfeeengime landing. It was not

until after he had landed that he reported the fact that two engines had become
unserviceable during the sortie. This very gallant pilot is strongly recommended for the
award of the Distinguished Flying Cross. 0

Barto D.F.C. Lodon Gazette 16 November 1945. The original recommendation states:

60This officer has completed 53 operational
in the squadron, in the Path Finder Force, 18 of them as Captain of a Marker Crew.

Flight Lieutenant Semarsh is an efficient anskilful pilot who has always shown a

strong devotion to duty and a cheerful confidence, which has always inspired a high
standard of morale in his crew. He has always displayed exceptional fearlessness in the

face of danger, coptete disregard for personal safety and has pressed home his attacks
against the enemy with the utmost deter min,
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Leonard James Saltmarsh commenced pilot training at No. 31 E.F.T.S. at De Winton,
Alberta in December 1942, and graduated from No. B4 at Medicine Hat in June
1943. Back in the U.K., he attended No. 11 A.F.U. at Shawbury, prior to joining No.
26 O.T.U. at Little Harwood in early January 1944, where he gained experience on
Wellingtons, and then attended a conversion unit for Lancaste¥Waterbeach, at
which place he joined No. 514 Squadron that June.

Thus ensued his first tour of operations,
the 23 June and ending with another against Emmerich on 7 October, the intervening
period witnessindpim attack numerous French targets in support of the Allied invasion,

but also a number of heavily defended German targets, including Bremen, Dortmund,
Saarbrucken, Stettin and Stuttgart. And as confirmed by the recommendation for his
D.F.C. after 17 sontis, several of these trips were not without incident, his flying
logbookfurther stating that his Lancaster received flak damage during strikes against
enemy panzers and transport at Villiers Bocage on 30 June and against a supply depot

at Beauvoir on 2 Ju. Similarly, too, during a visit to Bremen on the night of11S8

August.

In October 1944, Saltmarsh attendled Pathf nder Forceds training c
as a result of which he was transferred to No. 7 (P.F.F.) Squadron at Oakington in the
following month, flying his first such sortie on the night of the 112kh, against

Dortmund. A daylight strike against enemy communications at Julich, in support of
Gener al Pattonbdbs troops, foll owed on the 1:
21st, &l t mar s logbsokdgainynotinggflak damage. Then on the 29th he flew

as support aircraft to the Master Bomber on a raid to Dortmund, a role that he would

fulfil with growing regularity over the coming months. Such heavily defended targets

as Duisbug, Essen (twice) and Karlsruhe formed the backbone of his operational

agenda in December, while January 1945 saw him attacking, among other locations,
Hanover, Magdeburg, Munich and Stuttgart, his flylagbook noting an encounter

with a Junkers®38 on tle Munich run. February witnessed his Lancaster carrying out

strikes against Dortmund, Gelsenkirchen, Ludwigshaven and Pforzheim, in addition to
participating in the famous WAfirestormo r &
Saltmarsh would robustly defid in years to come.

March saw him completing five more sorties to German targets, three of them in
daylight, and April another four, two of these in daylight, including Bremen on the 21st,

which latter operation marked the end of his operational tadi¢H however, fly three
ACookds Tourso to the Rhur i n May, and en
Transport Command in December 1945. Over and above all of this, however, it would
appear that he fl ew 56 funspceforiwhichisdto sorti e
be found i n the following endor sement fr
Diversions, experimentation of special equipment, including radar, photographic
reconnaissance, thetmp-secretsorties and others. In May 1945 he was seleated a
volunteered to form a new squadron for the
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Police ConstableJack Skingley
Reigate Borough Police
Flight Lieutenant Distinguished Flying Cross
Second World War
Bomb Aimer 97 Squadron RAFVR
Pathfinder

Killed aged 29, 21 July 1944

The same Squadron as PC 390 Cyril Arthur Wakley who was killed in January 1944
PCJack Skingley was reported missing from night operations with the RAF during an
attack on Courtrai. On the 23 May 1945 the Ministry stated that Flight Lieutenant
Skingley lost his life on the 21 July 1944.

PC Skingley joined the Reigate Borough Police on the 27 April 1936 aged 19 having
been born on the 7 July 1916 in Watford. He had previous military service witbt the 1
Battalion the Royal Sussex Regiment in which he served for 2 years and 14 days. PC
Ski ngl eled ke jonedlihe police was a furnitueznover living at 8Clifton

Road, Watford. His mother was Winifred Maude and his father deceased. The officer
was desribed as being 5 feet 11 inches tall with a fresh complexion, brown hair and
grey eyes.

Service:

18 November 1936 passed First Aid exam

5 December 1936 Discreditable conduct fined £1 on each of 3 charges and £2 on
another charge.

27 April 1937 Second Gda

4 April 1938 Appointment confirmed as from 27 April 1938
27 April 1938 ¥ Grade

27 April 1939 & Grade

10 July 1939 Disobedience to Orders fined £2 by the CC

27 April 1940 ¥ Grade

27 April 1941 & Grade

11 August 1941 Joined the RAF

27 April 1942 7 Grade

1 February 1943 transferred to the Surrey Joint Police Force
27 April 1943 8§ Grade

PCSkingleybdés father was a police officer as
was a policeman who was present at the Sidney Street siege in 190&s Hengmber
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of the Reigate Borough Police where he lived with his wife and where their son Ross
was born.

From: Rob Davis Bomber Command Losses Database

DATE: 20-Jut1944 / 21Jul1944

UNIT: 97 Squadron

AIRCRAFT: Lancaster Il

RAF BASE: Coningsby

TAKE-OFF AT: 23:19

TARGET: Courtrai

PILOT: Edwards, Hubert William Joseph, Flying Officer, (157108) (killed)
CREW: Flying Officer William Hannah DFC (155897) (killed), Flight
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Lieutenant Eric Cyril BurDFC (118027) (killed), Flight Lieutenant Jack
Skingley DFC (134721) (killed), Flying Officer Kenneth Stowell Harrison
Barker DFM (146946) (killed), Pilot Officer Aubrey William Alexander
Burnell (177502) (killed), Flight Lieutenant Claude Raymond Underhill
(136718) (killed), Flight Sergeant Joseph Rumney (2209612) (killed

Tasked to attack railway vyards.Lost without trace; all crew are

remembered on the Runnymede Memorial/ L Bar ker 6s DFM gazette
then with 61 Squadron, for duties as a secanbomber.F/O Edwards was the son of

Chief Stoker Hubert Harry Edwards RN who lost his life on active service on 13
November 1940.
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PC Herbert George Smeed
Surrey Constabulary PC 240
Grenadier Guards
Killed RTA March 18, 1934

Herbert George SmeddC240 age 25 on 15 July 1912 when he joined the Surrey
Constabulary.Grenadier Guards No 33584 fro@v April 1918 rejoined Surrey
Constabulary February 9, 1919. No further information on his time in the Grenadier
Guards could be found.

Died on duty as eesult of injuries caused by being knocked down by a motor car whilst
on cycle patrol on the Hogs®é6 Back 18 March
47.

The 1901 census living with Pareritddenry and Amy with 5 siblings at Gatehouse
Farm, East Grirtead, Sussex. His father is shown as a Farmer.

Herbert Smeed married 1907 at West Hahily Esther Charman (1881908). The
1911 census shows him living with his parents, and now a Widower.

Second marriage to Jane Jenner 1917 at Godsti&381973)

When Herbert Smeed was killed on the Hoggs Back he was 46 years old (also shown
47) and his address Police Cottage, Puttenham, Surrey.

Electrical Rolls- from about 19261933 living in Farnham Surrey.

1934 March 20 Daily Mirror: Why he was silent: On receiving information of an
accident on the Hogb6bs Back between Guildfo
read Farnham) the Surrey police tried to get in touch with PC Herbert Smeed of
Puttenham, who had a point in the vicinity. Later police learnddXbastable Smeed

was himself the victim of the accident. He died in an ambulance on the way to the

hospital. Smeed while cycling came in collision with a motorcar. He was married and

had completed 20 tears in the forée.

1934 March 23 SheptorMallet Journal: PC Herbert Smeed PC Herbert Smeed

was fatally injured in a collision between his cycle and a car on the Hogs Back, about
three miles from Guildford. He had compl e
Constabulary®?

2811934 March 20 Daily Mirror from Henry Pelham October 2020
2821934 March 23 Shepton Mallet Journal from Henry Pelham October 2020
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Police Constable222 William Stevens
Surrey Constabulary
Royal Sussex Regiment
Wounded September/October 1914

Aged 23 in February 1912 he joined the Surrey Constabulary from the army on 16
December1912He was recalled on the 4 August 1914 angoneed the Surrey
Constablary on March10,1919. Mr Stevens died on pension on 15 March 1964.

1919 April 11: Surrey Mirror: Police War Record: The following constables had
been wounded: W Stevens, WH Duke, W Tuppen, W Hall, G Abdy, JR Butterfield, G
Knight, WH Head, J Sawyer, JA Hancock, P Claxton, C Andrews, A Pease.

Caught Under the White Flag

Private W. Stevens of the Royal West Sussex iRegi was called up as a reservist

whilst serving as a constable in the Surrey Constabulary at Camberley, writing on
Saturday to a friend from the Bristol Royal Infirmary stafedhave seen three big
engagements, Mondisne and Roffey. We started attasffion September $4and |

was very lucky as we were caught under the white flag. When we formed up to march
away,they let down on us. The first shell burst about a couple of yards away from me,

and a piece of it scratched my neck. The second one wastab@ame distance only

on the other side of me. This blew my rifle off my shoulders and a bullet from it went
through a muscle of my | eft ar m. I expect

the wound is pretty well healed. | could tellyouofsanef ul t hi ngs that th

have done, but you read quite enough in the paper
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Police Constable37 Ernest Tanner
Surrey Constabulary
Military Mounted Police
P1834 Lance Corporal
Medaille d'Honneur with bronze swords

28 June 1915 to 14 Jul®19Military Group photo Sept 1919Medaille d'Honneur
with bronze swords (France)

Front seated 3 and'4rom Ieft>véteréns of the First World WBblice Sergeant Walter
H West and 15 Tanner. Other veterans believed in the photograph. Medal ribbons n
worn by all those entitledrhough PC 299 Budd 2 left rear, PC Parfbfrdm rear left.

Surrey Constabulary Guildford 1933 Police HQ Woodbridge Road
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Police Constable 2Alexander Arthur Truelove
Guildford Borough Police
Military Mounted Police
Royal Garrison Artillery

Two more members of the Guildford Pnlico'

Force—P.C.'s §. D. Evans and A. A. Truelove
~.have now donned khaki, having hcr.n
appointed lance-corporals i the Atlitar)

Mounted Police

— '

February 1916: Two more members of the Guildford Police Force PCs SD Evans and
AA Truelove, have now donned khaki, having been appointed lance corporals in the
Military Mounted Police’®3284

Alexander Arthur Truelove was born 1892 in Reigate and aged 22 when he joined
Guildford Borough on the 2nd January 1915. He had lived in Nutley Lane, Reigate and
worked as a chemistodés porter for J. Rogers
with afresh complexion, black hair and dark brown eyes

Alexander Truelove in 1911 census, a chemist's errand@boy

Joined the Borough in a civilian role in 1914 he became PC 20 but then volunteered for
the Army joining the Military Policé®T r u e | o v eufiser was RBQ2Y

283 Surrey Advertisefl9 February 1916

284 press cuttings from Henry Pelham

285 John Molyneux to Robert Bartlett 20 July 2019

286 Guildford Borough appointments book

287 Email Richard Callaghan RMP Museum 21 July 2019
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