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Service of Thanksgiving

for the life of

ALAN HOBBS

31 March 1949 to 24 December 2014
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11.45 a.m.
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The service will be led by the choirs of Puttenham and Scale churches and
Alan’s choral friends

The organist is John Belcher,
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ORDER OF SERVICE

The congregation stands as the coffin enters the Cathedral.

The priest reads the Sentences.

THE SENTENCES

‘[ am the resurrection and the life’, says the Lord. ‘Those who believe in
me, though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me
will never die.” (John 11: 25, 26)

I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, with be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8: 38-9)

Since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God
will bring with him those who have died. So we will be with the Lord for
ever, Therefore encourage one another with these words, (1 Thessalonians
4: 14, 17-18)

We brought nothing into the world, and we take nothing out. The Lord
gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord. (Job
1:21)

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have etemal life. (John 3: 16)

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an
end; they are new every moming; great is his faithfulness.
(Lamentations 3: 22-3)

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. (Matthew 5:4)
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BIDDING AND PRAYER
The Reverend Canon Nicholas Thistlethwaite

Sub Dean of Guildford Cathedral

Heavenly Father,
in your Son Jesus Christ
you have given us a true faith and a sure hope.
Strengthen this faith and hope in us all our days,
that we may live as those who believe in
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
and the resurrection to eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

HYMN

1 Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us Thy humble dwelling,
all Thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesu, Thou art all compassion,
pure unbounded love Thou art;
visit us with Thy salvation,
enter every trembling heart,

2 Come, almighty, to deliver,
let us all Thy grace receive;
suddenly return, and never,
never more Thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve Thee as Thy hosts above;
pray, and praise Thee, without ceasing,

glory in thy perfect love.
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3 Finish then Thy new creation:
pure and spotless let us be:
let us see Thy great salvation,
perfectly restored in Thee;
changed from glory into glory
till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before Thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise.

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88)
Music: W.P. Rowlands (1860-1937)

Please sit.
TRIBUTE
Lynne Owens, QPM
Chief Constable, Surrcy Police
The choir sings the anthem.
ANTHEM
For the love that they have

For the love that they have, for the love that they share;
Father God, give them your blessing.

For the love that they give, for the love that they take;
Son of God, give them your blessing.

For the love that God has, for the love that God gives;
Holy God, give them your blessing.

Words and music: Stephen Wright
Composed for the marriage of Alan and Janet on 4 April 2009
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READING
The First Epistle of St Peter, chapter 1, verses 3to 7
Read by Sheila Hassan (Alan’s sister)

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great
mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that
is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who
are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation
revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little
while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of
your faith — being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is
tested by fire —~ may be found to result in praise and glory and honour
when Jesus Christ is revealed.

ADDRESS
The Reverend Canon Nicholas Thistlethwaite

Please stand.

HYMN

I *Lift up your hearts!” We lift them, Lord, to thee;
here at Thy feet none other may we see!
*lift up your hearts!” E’en so, with one accord,
we lift them up, we lift them to the Lord.

L]

Above the level of the former years,
the mire of sin, the weight of guilty fcars,
the mist of doubt, the blight of love’s decay,
O Lord of Light, lift all our hearts to-day!

3 Above the swamps of subterfuge and shame,
the deeds, the thoughts, that honour not thy name,
the halting tongue that dares not tell the whole,
O Lord of Truth, lift every Christian soul!
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4 Lift every gift that thou thyself hast given:
low lies the best till lifted up to heaven;
low lie the bounding heart, the teeming brain,
till, sent from God, they mount to God again.

5 Then, as the trumpet-call, in after years,
‘1ift up your hearts!” rings pealing in our ears,
Still shall those hearts respond, with full accord
‘we lift them up, we lift them to the Lord!’

Words: H. Montagu Butier (1833-1918)
Music: Walter Greatorex (1877-1949)

Please sit or kneel.

PRAYERS
Patrick Samucls (CA)
Surrcy Police Force Chaplain & Faith Co-ordinator

Thanksgiving for the life of the departed

Merciful Father and Lord of all life,

we praise you that we are made in your image

and reflect your truth and light.

We thank you for the life of your son, Alan,

for the love he received from you and showed among us.

Above all, we rejoice at your gracious promise

to all your servants, living and departed,

that we shall risc again at the coming of Christ,

And we ask that in due time

we may share with Alan that clearer vision,

when we shall see your face in the same Christ our Lord.
All' Amen.
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For those who mourn

Almighty God,
Father of all mercies and giver of all comfort:
deal graciously, we pray, with those who moum,
that, casting all their care on you,
they may know the consolation of your love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

For all God'’s people

Eternal Lord God, you hold all souls in life:
shed forth, we pray,
upon your whole Church in paradise and on earth
the bright beams of your light and heavenly comfort;
and grant that we, following the good example of those who
have loved and served you here, and are now at rest,
may at the last enter with them
into the fullness of your etemnal joy:
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen,

The Lord’s Prayer

All Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on carth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Please stand.
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HYMN

Guide me, O thou great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land;

I am weak, but thou art mighty;
hold me with thy powerful hand:
Bread of heaven,

feed me now and evermore.

Open now the erystal fountain,
whence the healing stream doth flow;
let the fiery cloudy pillar

lead me all my journey through:
strong deliverer,

be thou still my strength and shield.

When [ tread the verge of Jordan,

bid my anxious fears subside:

death of death, and hell's destruction,
land me safe on Canaan'’s side:

songs and praiscs,

I will ever give to thee.

Words: William Williams (1717-1791)
Music: John Hughes (1873-1932)

Please remain standing.

11
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POEM
I'm free
Read by Dianne Godbold

Don't grieve for me, for now I'm free,

I'm following the path God laid for me.

I ook his hand when | heard his call,

I tumed my back and left it all.

[ could not stay another day,

to laugh, to love, to work, to play.

Tasks left undone must stay that way,

I've found that peace at the end of the day.
If my parting has left a void,

then fill it with remembered joy.

A friendship shared, a laugh, a Kiss,

ah, yes, these things too will I miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,

I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.

My life's been full, I savoured much,
good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch.
Perhaps my time seemed all too bricl,
don’t lengthen it now with undue gricf.
Lift up your heart and share with me,

God wanted me now, he set me free,

Janice M. Fair-Salters

12
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COMMENDATION
The coflin is censed and asperged.

The Sub Dean says

Let us commend Alan to the mercy of God.
God our creator and redeemer,
by your power Christ conquered death
and entered into glory.
Confident of his victory
and claiming his promises,
we entrust Alan to your mercy
in the name of Jesus our Lord,
who died and is alive
and reigns with you,
now and for ever.
All Amen.

Alan, go forth upon your journey from this world,
in the name of God the Father almighty who created you;
in the name of Jesus Christ who suffered death for you;
in the name of the Holy Spirit who strengthens you:
in communion with the blessed saints,
and aided by angels and archangels,
and all the armies of the heavenly host.
May your portion this day be in peace,
and your dwelling the heavenly Jerusalem.
All' Amen.

May God give you his comfort and his peace,

his light and his joy,

in this world and the next;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.
All Amen.

The congregation remains standing while the funeral procession leaves.
Exee
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Voluntary
Toccata in F (5" Symphony) — C.M. Widor (1844-1937)

There will be a retiring collection in memory of Alan for the British Heart

Foundation and Cancer Research UK.
EL

Tribute to Alan Hobbs

Easy PC Alan Hobbs

Top Cop

Top of the Pop

Ular Guys

No flies

Street wise

Tell us no lies

This is how it is

And you'd better believe it.

Cool PC Alan Hobbs

Nobody's fool

Gives you the rule book according to life
With the corners knocked off

Never mind what the text may say

This is the way it works out for real

This is life unwrapped

Groovy PC Alan Hobbs

To be or not to be

Make your mind up

Don’t give excuses

For ruses that lead to trouble and strife
Know the score

Ignorance is not bliss in life

And cuts no ice in law.

Funky PC Alan Hobbs

Knows all about swine

Heard the cracks time and time
No time to whine

Got a job to do

Got to get through

No time to lose

No losers to time.

14

Bozzer PC Alan Hobbs

And what a lot of rozzer he is
Larger then life character

A skilful narrator

A raconteur

With flair

A communicator

That you remember later.

OK PC Alan Hobbs
Friend indeed

One you can talk to
Understands the lingo
Understands that things go
wrong sometimes

Doesn’t preach

Tries to reach.

Easy PC Alan Hobbs

Great Cop

Talking shop

The real thing

Figuring, thinking, good!

A class room tour de force

A marvelling magical maestro of a Morse
Top of the class Cop!

Ken Bevan on behalf of
General Studies, Bishop Reindorp C of E School
March 1999
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Eulogy for Alan Hobbs

Chief Constable Lynne Owens

It is my absolute privilege to have the opportunity to speak today about Alan. Surrey Police
was an important part of his life and he was a much loved and valued part of our family. I
knew Alan personally quite well because of the many times he filled in as an ACPO driver
and because of the many chats we had while he was working on the front counter, so I know
that he will be looking down on me telling me to “keep it real”.

So let’s start with a real Alan story. A few months ago Alan stormed into my outer office.
All of us will be able to picture that! He said, in a pretty cross voice:

I have been told to put the flag at half-mast. I want to know who has ordered it and why?”
I walked out and said:

“Alan, I ordered it and at the moment you don’t need to know why. A force wide message
will go out shortly”.

He returned to his desk and I returned to mine. An hour or so later I wandered past the front
counter and he said:

“Sorry, ’'m back in my box now. It is just because I care”.

This story to me sums Alan up. He was a passionate man. Passionate about Surrey Police
and passionate about the service we provide. He was a man of strong views that he was not
afraid to voice (even if we didn’t agree and such honesty was refreshing) and he liked a good
laugh including, on occasions, at himself.

Alan’s journey with Surrey Constabulary began in Egham almost 47 years ago. He joined as
a Special Constable before his appointment as Police Constable 866 on 8™ October 1969.

In 1971, Alan’s driver training began in earnest. This paved the way for the vast majority of
his career within the Mobile Support Department as a Traffic Officer. In addition to
advanced car and motorcycle skills, Alan graduated to become a motorcycle instructor and a
certified vehicle examiner.

A lot of the driving courses were held in Essex and officers could claim the expenses for
travelling to the training centre, whether by train or car. At that time, in a different climate to

15
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that which we enjoy now, some claimed whatever was worth more. His Chief Superintendent
in the eighties recalls how Alan claimed for the return train fare from Guildford to
Chelmsford plus the Dartford tunnel crossing. This was amended but for nearly 30 years
after the event, whenever Alan saw his old boss he would always ask “When am I getting my
Dartford Tunnel money guvnor?”

There are always dangers involved in being a police driver. In 1978 Alan’s marked Ford
Granada left the A31 whilst ‘not’ negotiating one of the bends. It rolled down the hill but
fortunately Alan was not badly hurt. The location was renamed, within the traffic department
at least, Hobbs’ Corner.

It was that year he took 3 students out on the standard motorcycle course. Whilst stopping
for tea and butties at a café how was Alan to know that the car park had been resurfaced?
That was until a lorry driver came in and alerted him to the fact that the first bike’s stand had
sunk into the fresh tarmac, toppled over domino style and all four machines were now lying
abandoned.

Alan welcomed officers from around the country onto his courses and made them feel at
home. Mick Watson, a retired senior officer from Guernsey Police recalls Alan’s patience
and humour on the training sorties. The course travelled out to Goodwood and into
Knightsbridge as Mick got to grips with riding a motorcycle above the island’s 35 miles per
hour speed limit.

Alan’s service to the community was formally recognised when, in January 1981, he was
highly commended by the Chief Constable for his courage and devotion to duty displayed in
overcoming a violent man armed with a shotgun who was threatening to commit suicide.

Then again in February 1988 Alan and a colleague, without thought for their own safety,
apprehended a further violent man under the influence of alcohol and butane gas. Alan’s
commendation recognised his initiative and devotion to duty.

In October 1991 Alan received his Police Long Service and Good Conduct Medal.

Alan forged great friendship during his police career. He worked closely with John Bridger
in Chertsey and became god-father to their son Martin, providing great support when Martin
himself was involved in a serious motorcycle accident.

As a reflection of his kind heart and passion for people, Alan was the welfare and federation
representative for officers on the mobile support division over many years. His care and
consideration to officers suffering physical or mental injuries (and their families) left lasting
impressions and friendship. ~ The annual bonfire night in Alan’s garden was a great
opportunity for those involved to come together.

During the early nineties he continued this commitment to his colleagues undertaking the
Secretary role within the Police Federation. In the latter part of his career as a constable Alan
led accident simulation courses and established the Driving Skills for Life Programme within
schools. With his focus on training and education this was a role he loved and excelled at.

16
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He received many letters of thanks from Surrey schools who appreciated not only the content
but the delivery- passionate, humorous, clear and caring.

Alan retired as a Police Constable in 1999 after just over 30 years of exemplary service but
returned in 2005, moving to the reception at our Headquarters in 2006. A stickler for process
and ceremony, he would ensure the effective organisation of visitors and deliveries,
welcoming them.

I have had many guests to my office provide commentary on the helpful and positive attitude
of all on our front counter, specifically of course, Alan.

The comments about Alan when in that role are best shared in full.

“An extremely efficient member of the HQ team, he is well liked and always goes the extra
mile to ensure the smooth running of the HQ reception desk 25/06/07 (Malcolm Heath)

“Alan is an absolute star. His ability to remain calm when all round is chaos is a reflection
of his total professionalism”.

“Alan is a professional, loyal and delightful contribution to Mount Browne and a perfect
person to sit at the helm at reception....we and HQ staff would be lost without him”.
08/08/08 (Amanda Thompkins)

Alan, we will miss you. The difference you have made to many in Surrey Police and in its
communities is immeasurable. We are thankful to have known you and your legacy will live
on. Janet, Alex, Anne-Marie, Alistair and all your families- you are in our thoughts and we
will continue to do all we can to support you over the weeks ahead.
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The Black Rat
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2010 Once a Traffic man always a Traffic man

Martin Keel Dick Coles Alan Hobbs
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Dave Timmins Keith Evans Alan Hobbs Roy Coole September 2013 Traffic reunion
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—

November 2014 Traffic reunion
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