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Retired Police Constable Alan Hobbs 

Tuesday 20 January 2015 

Funeral Guildford Cathedral 
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Eulogy for Alan Hobbs 

Chief Constable Lynne Owens 
It is my absolute privilege to have the opportunity to speak today about Alan.  Surrey Police 
was an important part of his life and he was a much loved and valued part of our family.  I 
knew Alan personally quite well because of the many times he filled in as an ACPO driver 
and because of the many chats we had while he was working on the front counter, so I know 
that he will be looking down on me telling me to “keep it real”. 

So let’s start with a real Alan story.  A few months ago Alan stormed into my outer office.  
All of us will be able to picture that!  He said, in a pretty cross voice:  

”I have been told to put the flag at half-mast.  I want to know who has ordered it and why?” 

I walked out and said: 

 “Alan, I ordered it and  at the moment you don’t need to know why.  A force wide message 
will go out shortly”.   

He returned to his desk and I returned to mine.  An hour or so later I wandered past the front 
counter and he said: 

“Sorry, I’m back in my box now.  It is just because I care”. 

This story to me sums Alan up.  He was a passionate man.  Passionate about Surrey Police 
and passionate about the service we provide.  He was a man of strong views that he was not 
afraid to voice (even if we didn’t agree and such honesty was refreshing) and he liked a good 
laugh including, on occasions, at himself. 

Alan’s journey with Surrey Constabulary began in Egham almost 47 years ago.  He joined as 
a Special Constable before his appointment as Police Constable 866 on 8th October 1969. 

In 1971, Alan’s driver training began in earnest.   This paved the way for the vast majority of 
his career within the Mobile Support Department as a Traffic Officer.   In addition to 
advanced car and motorcycle skills, Alan graduated to become a motorcycle instructor and a 
certified vehicle examiner.   

A lot of the driving courses were held in Essex and officers could claim the expenses for 
travelling to the training centre, whether by train or car.  At that time, in a different climate to 
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that which we enjoy now, some claimed whatever was worth more.  His Chief Superintendent 
in the eighties recalls how Alan claimed for the return train fare from Guildford to 
Chelmsford plus the Dartford tunnel crossing.  This was amended but for nearly 30 years 
after the event, whenever Alan saw his old boss he would always ask “When am I getting my 
Dartford Tunnel money guvnor?” 

There are always dangers involved in being a police driver.  In 1978 Alan’s marked Ford 
Granada left the A31 whilst ‘not’ negotiating one of the bends.  It rolled down the hill but 
fortunately Alan was not badly hurt.  The location was renamed, within the traffic department 
at least, Hobbs’ Corner. 

It was that year he took 3 students out on the standard motorcycle course.  Whilst stopping 
for tea and butties at a café how was Alan to know that the car park had been resurfaced?  
That was until a lorry driver came in and alerted him to the fact that the first bike’s stand had 
sunk into the fresh tarmac, toppled over domino style and all four machines were now lying 
abandoned.   

Alan welcomed officers from around the country onto his courses and made them feel at 
home.  Mick Watson, a retired senior officer from Guernsey Police recalls Alan’s patience 
and humour on the training sorties.  The course travelled out to Goodwood and into 
Knightsbridge as Mick got to grips with riding a motorcycle above the island’s 35 miles per 
hour speed limit. 

Alan’s service to the community was formally recognised when, in January 1981, he was 
highly commended by the Chief Constable for his courage and devotion to duty displayed in 
overcoming a violent man armed with a shotgun who was threatening to commit suicide. 

Then again in February 1988 Alan and a colleague, without thought for their own safety, 
apprehended a further violent man under the influence of alcohol and butane gas.  Alan’s 
commendation recognised his initiative and devotion to duty.   

In October 1991 Alan received his Police Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. 

Alan forged great friendship during his police career.  He worked closely with John Bridger 
in Chertsey and became god-father to their son Martin, providing great support when Martin 
himself was involved in a serious motorcycle accident. 

As a reflection of his kind heart and passion for people, Alan was the welfare and federation 
representative for officers on the mobile support division over many years.  His care and 
consideration to officers suffering physical or mental injuries (and their families) left lasting 
impressions and friendship.   The annual bonfire night in Alan’s garden was a great 
opportunity for those involved to come together. 

During the early nineties he continued this commitment to his colleagues undertaking the 
Secretary role within the Police Federation.  In the latter part of his career as a constable Alan 
led accident simulation courses and established the Driving Skills for Life Programme within 
schools.  With his focus on training and education this was a role he loved and excelled at.  
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He received many letters of thanks from Surrey schools who appreciated not only the content 
but the delivery- passionate, humorous, clear and caring. 

Alan retired as a Police Constable in 1999 after just over 30 years of exemplary service but 
returned in 2005, moving to the reception at our Headquarters in 2006.  A stickler for process 
and ceremony, he would ensure the effective organisation of visitors and deliveries, 
welcoming them. 

I have had many guests to my office provide commentary on the helpful and positive attitude 
of all on our front counter, specifically of course, Alan. 

The comments about Alan when in that role are best shared in full. 

 “An extremely efficient member of the HQ team, he is well liked and always goes the extra 
mile to ensure the smooth running of the HQ reception desk” 25/06/07  (Malcolm Heath) 

 “Alan is an absolute star.  His ability to remain calm when all round is chaos is a reflection 
of his total professionalism”. 

“Alan is a professional, loyal and delightful contribution to Mount Browne and a perfect 
person to sit at the helm at reception….we and HQ staff would be lost without him”.  
08/08/08 (Amanda Thompkins) 

Alan, we will miss you.  The difference you have made to many in Surrey Police and in its 
communities is immeasurable.  We are thankful to have known you and your legacy will live 
on.  Janet, Alex, Anne-Marie, Alistair and all your families- you are in our thoughts and we 
will continue to do all we can to support you over the weeks ahead. 
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The Black Rat 
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On duty in reception after retirement 

 

2010 Once a Traffic man always a Traffic man 

Martin Keel Dick Coles Alan Hobbs 
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Another Traffic reunion Graham Richings, Tony Suter, Alan Hobbs 

 

Dave Timmins Keith Evans Alan Hobbs Roy Coole September 2013 Traffic reunion 
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November 2014 Traffic reunion 

 


