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Detective Sergeant Derek Charles Wood 

1928-2007 

Derek Wood was born March 11
th

 1928, in Reigate, oldest son of the local Co-op manager. 

He attended Reigate Grammar School until he was 15/16, then trained with the Weights and 

Measures Deptment of Reigate Borough Council. It was here that he was introduced to the 

idea of being a policeman, (I seem to recall possibly an inspector with a name like Boucher 

taking him under his wing). Dad enlisted with the army – 4
th

 Hussars when old enough and 

eventually commanded a tank in Palestine and Egypt before returning home to join the Surrey 

Constabulary. He was allocated the collar number  525. He died in October 2007. 

Old and Bold November 2007 

John Wright: I have just received a phone call from Gwen to say her dad, Derek Wood, 

passed away today at Princess Alice Hospice, Esher.  He is survived by his daughters Gwen 

and Pip.  Derek was DS and uniform sergeant at Leatherhead when I knew him and he served 

on the crime squad.  On retirement he was CID office Manager on Addlestone Division but 

lived in Leatherhead for many years. The funeral took place on Monday 5th November 2007 

at Randall’s Park Crematorium at 12.30pm. 
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Derek was posted to Godalming where in 1949 he was a part of this group photograph.  
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