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Police retirements in the Borough 

Surrey Mirror and County Post 20 April 1951 

Court farewell to Superintendent W H Beacher 

 

Two more links with the old Reigate Borough Police Force were severed last weekend by the 

retirement of Supt. W H Beacher (who was Chief Constable of the Borough prior to its 

merger with the Surrey Constabulary and Inspector HA Atkins. 

William Henry Beacher came from a police family – he and his father who is still alive and 

well, have a combined record of between 70 and 80 years service – and was, in fact, born in 

Steyning police station in 1890. When he left school he joined the postal service as a 

messenger boy, but seeing little prospect of advancement in that service he left, and in July 

1907 enlisted in the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry attaining the rank of Regimental Drill 

Sergeant before he left in 1913 to join the West Sussex Constabulary. As an army reservist he 

was recalled to the colours on August 4
th

 1914 rejoining the Duke of Cornwall’s Light 

Infantry, with which he served on the Western front., going into action with the first of the 

“Old Contemptibles” on the canal banks at Mons on August 23
rd

. The Mons Star is one of the 

most treasured of his many medals. 

From Sergeant to Chief Constable  

The war over he re-joined the West Sussex Police in 1918 as an instructor at Horsham and 

was promoted sergeant in March the following year, continuing with the Training School at 

Horsham until he was transferred to Worthing as Patrol Sergeant. In November 1921 he was 

promoted Inspector at Worthing and on retirement of Superintendent Avis continued as 

Inspector-in- Charge there until August 1922 when he was transferred on promotion to 

Superintendent, to Horsham. Here he remained until his appointment as Chief Constable of 

Reigate in January 1931 an office he held with distinction until February 1943 when began 
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the process of amalgamation which led to the disappearance of the Borough Force as a 

separate entity and the reduction of Mr Beacher’s rank to that of Superintendent. 

His work locally hardly needs recapitulation, and the good he has done has not been confined 

to his job as a police officer. Of both local and national interest was his formation in 1932 of 

a Special Constabulary Mobile Section of which the late Sir Malcolm Campbell accepted the 

Chief Inspectorship, with another famous racing motorist, Lieutenant Colonel “Goldie” 

Gardner as his deputy and his inauguration in 1935 of the country’s first Special Aircraft 

Section which he enrolled many of the pilots at Redhill Aerodrome into the Special 

Constabulary and placed their planes at police disposal for emergency “spotting” with regular 

police officers trained as observers. Most of these Pilot “Specials” became “Battle of Britain” 

boys in the Hitler war.  
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Mr Beacher was the first Chief Constable in the country to enlist the aid of the public in their 

own protection by urging on them the usefulness of as their own detectives and reporting 
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suspicious persons and movements to the police. He was also active in Police sports world, 

organising some very good athletic meetings locally, and personally coaching a Borough 

Police tug-of war team that was famous nationally as well as locally. His interest in first-aid 

encouraged a Borough Police team under Inspector Atkins to the final of the Pym Trophy 

which Mr Beacher and a Horsham Division won in 1931. 
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Court Tributes 

Other activities included the organisation of the ARP services which were in complete 

readiness when war broke out; one time secretary of the Safety First Organisation, and of 

concerts for police charities and for the Borough Police parcels fund which provided cheer 

for needy folk at Christmas time, over £6,000 being raised in this way. In the wider sphere of 

police activity Mr Beacher is held in high regard and in the 1942 Birthday Honours he 

received the King’s Police and Fire Medal for distinguished service and in 1948 he was 

admitted a Serving Brother of the Order of St John. He was chairman of No 6 District of the 

Chief Constable’s Association in 1940-1941 and a member of the Councils of the Police 

Athletic Association and of the Southern Orphanage Committee. In the course of his work he 

has received many commendations from Judges including the Lord Chief Justice in 1926, 
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Chairmen of Quarter Sessions and various Justices. Before going on leave which preceded his 

retirement Mr Beacher said farewell to his colleagues at a gathering at Reigate police station 

and heard responses from Chief Inspector Tappenden (who on Sunday succeeded him as 

Superintendent) Detective Inspector Ayres and Detective Sergeant Thorne (cutting severed at 

this point) 

After 38 ½  years as a policeman Superintendent W H Beacher doffed his uniform for good 

on Saturday night probably with mixed feelings for however good the prospect of retirement 

may be suddenly dropping a life’s work is not a thing one can do without some feeling of 

regret. Doubtless those regrets, while they last, will be tempered by the thought of the host of 

friends he has made in those places in Sussex that have had the good fortune to know him as 

a zealous but kindly, efficient policeman. I doubt not he will get a laugh out of some of his 

remembrances and particularly when he recalls something that happened on Goodwood 

racecourse in 1913, his first year in the service, although it could not have struck him as 

funny at the time. His attentions upon a gang of cardsharpers and they set about young PC 

Beacher in no uncertain manner (I was black and blue for weeks after” he recalls) and 

guarded against any public interference on their victim’s behalf by shouting “Welsher!” The 

nearby race goers took up the cry and the victim faced with a truly ugly situation – for a race 

crowd in pursuit of a “welsher” is a very good example of nature in the raw – deemed 

discretion the better part of valour and escaped the crowd by vaulting into the Royal 

enclosure. As he was in plain clothes he was immediately seized by the detectives on duty 

there and, before he could explain himself, he was frog marched across to the lock-up! 

However all ended well and PC Beacher got his cardsharpers who were subsequently dealt 

with in the court. 

Mr Beacher faced another ugly situation when a drunken sailor came at him in Horsham with 

a knife, but by this time the young constable was well versed in the science of ju-jitsu, 

mastered his man, dispossessed him of the knife and made an arrest for which he was 

subsequently commended and which resulted in him being called upon to give ju-jitsu 

training to other members of the force. However many of Mr Beacher’s memories are of a 

pleasanter kind, among which he includes the friendliness and cooperation he has been 

accorded by all classes of people in the Borough and in a letter he asks me to pass on to them 

a “big thank-you” for all that that has meant to him during the score of years he has been 

among them. “The police are the friends of the public” he writes” not their enemies. Their job 

is to prevent unpleasantness not to make it, and the general realisation of that, and the public 

confidence has contributed much towards a happy term of office.” 
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 “Farewell” in one direction often brings as a natural sequel “Welcome” in another, and a 

cordial welcome has already been extended to Mr Beacher’s successor who after some time 

here as a chief inspector is now promoted superintendent, S H Tappenden. His former rank is 

taken by a newcomer to the Borough who has been welcomed this week Chief Inspector E F 

Hall who comes from Farnham.  Ernest Frederick hall was born in Farnham and joined the 

Surrey Constabulary in 1928 at Guildford where he was stationed when he received his 

promotion to sergeant. He later removed to Godalming and was afterwards transferred to his 

native town on promotion to the rank of inspector. He served there for seven years before his 

latest promotion brought him to the Borough. 
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August 1974 Off Beat 
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