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Appendix A 

Poaching 

The police do not intervene into areas of public or even private life on a whim. Mostly 

intervention followed pressure usually from legislation, local by-laws or the 

magistrates who were financially and socially at the peak of county hierarchies. An 

example where legislation drove change and intervention was the Poaching 

Prevention Act 1862 a much disliked and resented piece of legislation, which gave 

police powers to stop and search suspects who were most likely to be local working 

men. There was pressure upon the police to enforce this legislation and some chief 

constableôs sought more men to better implement the new law. Research into 

newspaper reports has failed to find other than the occasional case of poaching 

prosecuted in the Surrey Constabulary area during the early days since formation. The 

Poaching Prevention Act certainly led to more reported interventions, often violent, 

by police and gamekeepers on dark nights in country lanes. 

The new Poaching Act was one of the most resented Acts amongst country people as 

it gave the police powers to stop and search anyone on suspicion. It was not unusual 

for the police to find some minor theft as a result and prosecutions followed ï stealing 

a turnip or a piece of wood. Part of the pressure for the implementation of rural police 

forces was the extent of poaching and the pressure brought by the landowners 

although this is not evident in the reports around formation in Surrey. The duties of 

the gamekeeper and the policeman overlapped, and in many areas and probably 

Surrey was one, gamekeepers outnumbered the police. In Norfolk and Suffolk there 

were two or three times as many gamekeepers detaining poachers making work for 

the policeman. In Norfolk between 1863 and 1871 two thousand poachers were fined 

or imprisoned and although Surrey might not have so many prosecutions (there may 

have been) there is little doubt that on night patrols this was a major part of beat work. 

The number of gamekeepers employed showed a marked increase in the counties of 

South East England. Norfolk, Suffolk, Hertfordshire, Essex, Hampshire, Kent, Sussex 

and Surrey, which had employed twenty-four per cent of Englandôs gamekeepers in 

1871, increased their share to thirty-six per cent by 1911. 1 

Most working countrymen poached because of poverty, but class resentment and 

pitting oneself against the ñsystemò and establishment may well have been a powerful 

motivating force. In the main policemen were drawn from the very class of the 

poacher and the gamekeeper and some were probably very skilled in the dark arts of 

the poacher.  

In 1863 on April 20 Dorking vestry met to make a poor rate at Dorking. On 

Thursday last a resolution was passed condemnatory of the level of those rates 

ñwithout the consent or control of the ratepayersò. ----- whereas forty years ago the 

 
1 ñRural and Urban Poaching In Victorian Englandò Harvey Osborne and Michael Winstanley   
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quota of the rate for Dorking was £96 per annum the county and police rates for the 

same parish and period now amounts to £1040. It was also remarked at the recent 

quarter sessions the Chief Constable of the Surrey Constabulary had applied for 

twenty additional police officers to carry out the provisions of the Poaching 

Prevention Act.  A general feeling prevailed that the time had arrived when an 

opposition to the levy of these imposts by an irresponsible magistracy should be 

initiated.2  The application by the chief Constable was not fully successful as the 

strength of the Surrey Constabulary was 1133 in 1857 and just ten more in 1870 at 

123.  

 

It is necessary to disregard and dispel any romantic image of the poacher as many 

were capable of extreme violence if cornered by gamekeepers or police and were 

responsible for numerous deaths and acts of brutality in Surrey. There is also the need 

to make a distinction between the villager who goes off on his own to supplement the 

food for his family and the coming together of a number of men who will kill game 

and sell what they do not need. There were also those who killed sheep and possibly 

other farmed animals. Whatever they were up to it was illegal and the police had a 

duty to intervene. 

The following cases involving poachers are not exhaustive but have been uncovered 

during general research into the operational history of the Surrey Constabulary. They 

are all chance finds and so the overall numbers will be far, far greater. The cases are 

also an excellent indicator into the life of the rural police officer and how they 

investigated serious crime in the 19th century. 

 

Date Offence Location Criminal  Result Comments 

1818 Murder Epsom Thomas 

Osborne 

 Unknown Gamekeeper 

Cox 

1839  

 

Murder Cobham Thomas 

Sakers and 

William 

Allen 

 Gamekeeper 

Thomas Chipps 

1844 Manslaughter Bramley James Elsey  Gamekeeper 

Edwards 

1847 Murder Horsley Reg and 

Arthur 

Bristow 

Transported for 

15years for 

Grievous Bodily 

Harm with 

intent 

Gamekeepers 

George Target 

and James 

Martin 

1865 

25 

Nov 

Murder Tliingbourne near 

Dorking 

George Flint  Gamekeeper 

Humphrey 

Miller  

1865 

25 

Murder Charlewood 

Norwood Hill 

Five men, 

Flint, 

Five men 

charged 

Gamekeeper 

Hayler 

 
2 Daily News 20 April 1863 
3 1 chief constable, superintendent 6 inspector 6 100 PCs 
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Date Offence Location Criminal  Result Comments 

Nov Jordan, 

Skeet, 

Skilton, 

Thornton 

1865 Murder Horley  Sent for trial Gamekeeper 

1884 Attempted 

murder 

Godstone Dumbrell 

and Fairman 

Seven Years' 

Penal Servitude 

each.  

Serious assault 

on PS Bishop 

1886 Murder Clandon Dench Cook 

Fuller 

Thombs 

Manslaughter 

Thombs six 

years ï others 

imprisoned hard 

labour for a few 

months 

Gamekeeper 

Roker 

1888 Murder Ockley James 

Edwards 

Stevens shot 

gamekeeper 

dead 

Edwards night 

poaching 18 

months 

Gamekeeper 

Scholey 

1889 Murder Wotton James 

Stevens, 

alias Love, 

Tickner, 

Parker and 

Finister 

 Gamekeeper 

William 

Groombridge 

1897 Murder Witley Beechen a 

poacher 

 Death a 

mystery 

 

The following cases explicitly establish the dangers and difficulties of law 

enforcement in the times before radios and the ability to summon medical help and 

police reinforcements, which was not until the late 1960s and early 1970s in rural 

Surrey. 4 The first case took place long before the new police but it establishes how 

the law was enforced by those charged with arresting serious criminals. 

1828 December: Poachers Merstham: Before the Metropolitan Police or Surrey 

Constabulary was formed it was left to the brave men of Union Hall at Southwark to 

take on the dangerous gangs of poachers in rural Surrey.  A gang of persistent 

poachers were active in the Croydon/Reigate area had apparently decided not to be 

taken alive and were therefore extremely difficult and dangerous to detain. James 

Tasker one of the under-keepers at Merstham was on watch on Tuesday morning at 

about one oôclock with his brother and another man when they heard the sound of a 

gun. By the light of the moon the three men ran to the spot and saw two men armed 

with a gun, The men ran off pursued by the gamekeepers. Tasker challenged the men 

to stop or he would shoot but this was ignored.  

 
4 www.surrey-constabulary.com 
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The men were cornered and turned pointing their weapons at Tasker who immediately 

threw himself to the ground in fear of being shot. Tasker had outrun his fellow 

keepers and the men noticing this and that Tasker was on the ground again ran off. 

Tasker got to his feet and chased the men and as he closed one turned and shot him in 

the lower abdomen causing a dreadful wound and requiring his colleagues to stop 

with him and break off the pursuit. He was conveyed home and was without hope of 

recovery.  

Information having been given at Union-hall, Johns and Reid and acting on 

information they were given when they arrived in Merstham they arrested a man 

Nicholson a former under-keeper, for the attempted murder. The officers met with 

considerable resistance in securing this man whom they apprehended in a small 

cottage on Croydon Common. When they entered the door, Nicholson on seeing them 

armed himself with a long knife and running up a perpendicular flight of stairs stood 

at the head of the staircase, and flourishing about the weapon swore he would murder 

any man who attempted to take him. Johns and Reid little daunted by his threats 

ascended after him, soon disarmed him, made him their prisoner and conveyed him 

forthwith to Merstham before a magistrate.  

When taken to see Tasker he was immediately identified as one of the men who fired 

at him clearly seen in the light of the moon. He was sent for trial. Subsequently the 

officers detained Adams, Pratt and Richardson belonging to the same gang, at 

Smithen Bottom. On seeing the officers these three furnished themselves with a 

dangerous weapon each, being a thick stick, a yard in length, loaded with lead at one 

end, and being determined on resistance fought with them until being threatened with 

being shot. They were handcuffed and taken before a resident magistrate. On being 

searched several wires, snares and other engines used for the destruction of game 

were found in their possession. The prisoners were identified as members of the gang 

who committed such depredations in that part of the country and kept the inhabitants 

in a state of terror and alarm were, by the decision of the magistrate, committed for 

three months each to hard labour at Guildford gaol. Nicholson was to be tried at the 

ensuing Assizes for shooting Tasker who remained in a precarious state from the 

dangerous nature of his wound. 5 

From 1851 rural police would have been drawn into arresting poachers as the case 

Charman below, indicates he had been caught on a number of occasions although the 

first references so far found are: 

1855 3 May: Poaching ï error on indictment:  At the Kingston Session, Surrey two 

poachers named Frost and Russell were convicted of a violent assault of a 

gamekeeper in the service of the Duke of Cambridge and sentenced to six months 

imprisonment. At the Court of Criminal Appeal on Saturday it was contended that the 

indictment laid the property as belonging to George William Duke of Cambridge, 

 
5 1828 December 27 Jacksonôs Oxford Journal 
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whereas his baptismal names were ñGeorge William Frederick Charles,ò the omission 

of ñFrederick Charlesò was fatal to the indictment. The court found the objection to be 

valid and quashed the indictment on grounds of informality.6 

1857 October 17: Epsom Bench: Poaching: William Charman a notorious old 

poacher who has several times been convicted and punished before for a similar 

offence was charged with trespassing in pursuit of game at Ashtead.  Clearly proved 

and fined 40s and 14s 6d costs but the prisoner said he had no money so sent to prison 

for two months.7   

1857 October 17: Godalming Bench: Attempt murder of a police officer:  William 

Holt a strong burly fellow was brought up in charge of having attempted to shoot PC 

Phillips when in the discharge of his duty. PC Phillips was in the High Street, 

Godalming at about ten oôclock on Tuesday night. He met the prisoner with 

something bulky about his person, followed him to Bridge Street opposite his 

lodgings and asked him what he had got. The prisoner used some uncivil exclamation 

and refused to be searched and so was told he would have to go to the police station. 

He was about to be taken into custody when the prisoner drew a gun barrel from one 

pocket and a stock from another and was about to take aim when the witness rushed 

him, pushing him against a wall and called out for assistance. Mr Stafford and Mr 

Challen came up at that moment and seized the gun and the officer took the prisoner 

to the police station. Whilst the constable was holding the prisoner he called out to his 

wife to ñbring out the long gun.ò  Mr Everett the Chief Constable stated that on 

examining the gun he found it charged and loaded with ñnumber 3 shotò. The worthy 

mayor addressed the prisoner on the dangerous character of the offence and inflicted a 

fine of Ã5 or in default one monthôs imprisonment and as the money was not 

forthcoming he was committed. Shortly after the prisonerôs removal to the station 

house Mr Grevilleôs gamekeepers identified him as being the man whom they had 

seen on the previous Monday trespassing on land and who had threatened to lodge the 

contents of the gun in the stomach of the under-keeper.8 

1857 November 21:  Epsom Magistrates: An old poacher caught: John Charmin a 

well known poacher whom the police at Leatherhead have been looking for some time 

was charged with trespassing with a gun in August at Headley. Charman was found 

by a keeper with a loaded weapon at full cock and with assistance managed to take it 

from him.  Inspector Law said there were a number of previous convictions and so he 

 
6 1855 May 3 Exeter Flying Post 
7 1857 October 17 The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County 

Advertiser 
8 1857 October 17 The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County 

Advertiser 
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was fined 40s and 10s costs or two months.9 (See William Charman October 17 

above) 

1857 December 5 Surrey Lent Assizes reported 1858 April 6 Night Poaching at 

Dorking: Thomas Briggs 30, labourer, and Frederick Kitchenside alias Lley Palmer, 

30, labourer, were severally charged with unlawfully entering upon certain land in the 

occupation of Leopold George Heath, at Dorking, accompanied by other persons 

armed with guns and bludgeons, for the purpose of taking and destroying game by 

night, on the 5 December 1857. 

Henry Carter the bailiff to Captain Heath of Ansty Farm, Dorking stated that on the 

night of Saturday 5 December he was called up by two men named Hill; he went to 

Spring Coppice immediately and got there two minutes after twelve. The two Hills 

and another man were present. He went into another field where he waited about half 

an hour with his companions when he heard pheasants flying up; they then went and 

turned into a small copse adjoining, and when they were leaving he saw five men. It 

was both moonlight and starlight. The men were coming up the copse, some in the 

road (which goes through the copse) and the others out. Saw a pheasant up a tree as 

they went through the copse. One of the men he saw was Briggs but did not know 

who the others were. Had not seen Briggs for several years before. When they saw the 

men they ran in amongst them when one of the poachers said, ñ Stand back stand back 

or Iôll blow your ----- brains out.ò The man that said that had a double-barrelled gun, 

and held it about a yard and a half from him (witness). They asked him what he was 

going to do and he said ñnothing, as the party was too strong for him.ò The men then 

walked away. 

James and Mark Hills gave corroborative evidence.  

PC Wheeler Surrey Constabulary stationed at Westcott stated that on Thursday 10 

December he took both of the prisoners into custody. Called Briggs from his work 

and asked if he would tell where he was on the Saturday night pervious, to which he 

replied that it did not suit him. Told him he was suspected of night poaching and was 

arrested. No guns were found at the house. 

Other witnesses were called followed by His Lordship summing up the case observing 

no one doubted the five men were in the copse on the night in question; it is for the 

jury to say by their verdict whether the evidence of the witnesses was sufficient proof 

that the two prisoners were guilty of the offence with which they were charged. The 

jury after a short consultation found the men guilty. Briggs was sentenced to 18 

months and Palmer to 12 months imprisonment with hard labour.10 

1862 Conviction for poaching Headley: Ambrose Edwards 29 described as a 

labourer was indicted for unlawfully entering land at Headley near Epsom armed with 

 
9 1857 November 21 The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County 

Advertiser 
10 Sussex Advertiser 6 April 1858 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com  

 

 413 

a gun for the purpose of taking and destroying game by night and assaulting with the 

gun Henry Watson another being persons lawfully authorised to seize and apprehend 

him. Watson had his right arm broken when employed as a watcher when he and 

another heard the sound of a gun shot from a coppice. They went there and saw the 

prisoner beating up for game with a gun on his shoulder. He went up to arrest him 

when the prisoner struck him with the butt end of the gun breaking one of the small 

bones in his arm. Watson called his man to give assistance and as soon as he arrived 

the prisoner who then ran off also struck him.  The prisoner tried to provide an alibi 

but failed. The jury found him guilty and PC63 of the Surrey Constabulary proved 

that he had a previous conviction for poaching and for assaulting the police and was 

sentenced to twelve months hard labour. 11 

1862 Poaching Prevention Act introduced 

1865 April 8: County Bench:  George Gunner a lad was charged with trespassing on 

land in Woking in search of rabbits. A gamekeeper proved the offence and the lad was 

fined 20s including costs.12 

1865 December 9: Dorking Petty Sessions: Poaching: Charles Pell aged 13 was 

charged with having on the 27th ult., in Effingham committed a trespass in pursuit of 

game. The gamekeeper found a dead pheasant in a trap. He saw the defendant who 

ran and the gamekeeper went to and then into the defendantôs house and there got the 

pheasant.  Fined 20s or one month imprisonment. Expenses 16s 6d13 

1865 December 16: County Bench: This day: George Pennick and Charles Pellicot 

were charged with poaching at Chiddingfold but did not attend and a warrant was 

issued.14 

1866 January: Night Poaching at Newdigate: Last Thursday Alfred Highgate of 

Horsham was brought before Lee Steere and Charles Randall charged with night 

poaching at Newdigate, in January 1866 in company of four other men who were 

convicted at Kingston Assizes. The prisoner however made his escape. It appeared by 

the evidence of the keepers that they found the prisoner and the other men about 12 

oôclock at night in a field occupied by Mr Edward Charman in Newdigate. The 

poachers were armed with guns and at first resisted: one of the keepers being knocked 

down with a blow from one of he poachers guns. The keepers eventually succeeded in 

capturing all the men and found upon them several pheasants and powder and shot. 

Committed for trial at the Surrey Summer Assizes.15 

1866 April 3: Surrey Assizes Kingston: Before the Chief Baron Sir Frederick 

Pollock: The charge of murdering a gamekeeper near Dorking: George Flint 25, John 

 
11 The Standard (London, England), Tuesday, January 21, 1862 
12 1865 April 8: Surrey Advertiser 
13  1865 December 9 Surrey Advertiser 
14  1865 December 16: Surrey Advertiser 
15 1867 June 15 Sussex Agricultural Express 
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Skeet 22, Francis Skelton 32. George Thornton 25 and Stephen Jordan 21 were 

indicted for the murder of Henry Hayler on 22 November at Norwood. Jordan was 

also charged on an inquisition with the murder of the said Humphrey (sic) Hayler. 

Humphrey Hayler lived on Rickettôs Farm, Norwood in the parish of Charlwood. On 

the night of 22 November with two other men named Johns and Hookey were in a 

cottage where they lived about 100 to 200 yards from the spot where this occurred 

when they heard a shot fired. Later there was a second shot so they got sticks and 

went out with Hayler in front the others a few minutes behind. They were to find 

Hayler quite dead, shot though the left side from close range.  

The prisoners had been together in the Fox at 7pm. The boot marks of the prisonersô 

matched exactly those found near the body. Flint made a statement to Superintendent 

Page at Dorking after he had been remanded. (The judge said that it was very 

improper for police to take down statements; if anything of this sort was to be done, 

the magistrates should do it). The statement said that the men were walking through a 

wood in line when one man shot the deceased. At his committal Skeet said he had the 

gun in his hand when the keeper rushed him, seized the gun and it went off. They may 

have been out for a common purpose but that common purpose may not have been to 

cause the death of the keeper. A very long report of the trial follows.  

Superintendent Page from Dorking went to the scene as soon as he was informed in 

the morning and went to the spot. He then went to examine the body and from 

information received he went to Flintôs house but he was not there. He found there a 

pair of leather leggings covered in clay and saturated with wet; also a pair of corduroy 

trousers, which were wet; a gun loaded and capped, a powder flask and a heavy cap. 

He went and apprehended Flint at the Black Horse, Hookwood Common. He took 

him in a cart to find out if he had been at The Fox when he said to Page, ñI know I 

was up there yesterday, I went to see a farmer about some shooting.ò  Page left Flint 

at the Fox in company of a police officer.  

ñI took his boots off and tracked footprints through the wood and briars to a stream 

into which some one had slipped. There were other tracks including where someone 

had fallen on one knee and there was also the mark of the butt end of a gun. The mark 

showed the impression of corduroy breeches. I inspected the other mark wit the butt 

end of the gun found at Flintôs house and they agreed. The leggings had on them stiff 

clay of the same sort as was in the field adjoin the wood.ò 

The superintendent followed the marks for some distance and they remained distinct. 

Flintôs boots were unusually large and wide. One had three nails out and the other five 

new ones put in. The boots exactly corresponded with the mark. Other footmarks 

were compared with the boots of the prisoners and their route could be traced to the 

edge but not into the wood. After Flint was remanded Page was told by Flint that he 

wanted to tell all about it. He was reminded that he had been cautioned by the 
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magistrate and said, ñIf you get pens and ink and paper and put it down I will sign it.ò 

This was read to the court with the names omitted. 

PC George Cobden of Horley arrested Skeet on Reigate Heath. PC William How was 

at Norwood Hill on the 22 November at about 20 minutes before six when he saw 

Skeet coming from his fatherôs house. Inspector Miller later met him and at a few 

minutes before eight they heard the report of a gun in the direction of Rickettôs Copse. 

Several more shots were heard. He went to The Fox to light his lamp where he saw 

Peters and from what he was told went to the copse where he saw the deceased. This 

officer assisted Superintendent Page with comparing the tracks and the boots and 

confirms what the last witness said. He later recovered a double-barrelled gun from 

Skeetôs fatherôs house and found one of the barrels had been discharged and the other 

was still loaded.  

The jury were told that an indictment for murder always included one for 

manslaughter and it was for the jury to decide if any or all were guilty of murder or 

manslaughter. If the keeper was killed by design it was murder if by accident it was, 

in his opinion, manslaughter. If committing a joint felony they were all guilty. There 

was no evidence against the prisoners other than Skeet and he directed to return a 

verdict of not guilty. Skeet was engaged in a wrongful act and he thought the jury 

would bring in a verdict of manslaughter but it was for them to decide which they did 

in a few minutes bring in a verdict of manslaughter and not guilty against all the 

others. There were sentences of three months hard labour against Flint and Skelton for 

poaching with Thornton and Jordan being discharged.  On Thursday Skeet was 

brought up and sentenced to 18 months hard labour. 16 

1866 April 3: Surrey Assizes Kingston: Night Poaching: Stephen Rowland 23, 

William Highgate 13, Richard Rowland 18, Walter Venn 22 all labourers were 

charged that with other unknown persons they being armed with guns in the night 

time unlawfully entered land in Newdigate and there taking and destroying game. 

James Cook a night-watcher on the land saw the prisoners and another man on the 

land and with other keepers heard shots. They went in the direction of the shots and 

on calling out to the prisoners one said ñShoot the ----.ò The men then struck the 

witness with the butts of their guns.  After some struggling all the prisoners were 

taken into custody. Venn and Stephen Rowland were sentenced to 18 months hard 

labour and the other prisoners to 9 months labour as no weapons had been found on 

them. 17 

1866 December 29: Farnham: Thomas Hale was charged with poaching: On the 16 

December he was stood on the high road between Farnham and Seal seen by a police 

 
16 1866 April 3:The Sussex Advertiser 
17 April 3:The Sussex Advertiser 
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constable who observed his clothing was very dirty searched him, found a live ferret 

in a bag and a live rabbit. He was ordered to pay a £1 including expenses.18 

1867 12 January: County Bench: Alleged Poaching: James Strudwick a respectable 

looking man was charged with being suspected of coming from land where he was 

trespassing in pursuit of game, having rabbit and six traps in his possession. PC (sic 

should be PS) Atkins gave evidence and was sharply questioned by Mr Champ who 

appeared for the defence and the case was dismissed.19 

1867 January 22:  Guildford County Magistrates: Four young men were charged 

with being on Puttenham Common in search of game. The gamekeeper saw the man 

on the 2 January. The defendants considered they had a right to be on the common 

and said they were only four selected from a great many who were treading the 

bushes. Fined 6s each 20 

1867 9 March: County Bench: A Rabbit case: William North a poor looking man was 

charged with being suspected of coming from land in pursuit of game. PS Atkins said 

he arrested the prisoner on the 20th and found on him four freshly killed rabbits and 

some nets; one had been shot. The defendant said he knocked the rabbits down on the 

road. He had been out of work for years and had a wife and four children. North was 

fined 30s including costs ï in default one month in prison. 21 

1865 December 9: Dorking Petty Sessions: Poaching case: James Skilton was 

charged with having entered land at Holmwood in search of game. PC Sleigh served 

the summons. James Fitz found a wire set to trap rabbits, watched it until Skilton 

collected it.  Fined 20s and costs or in default of payment 21 days in gaol.22 

1869 December 4: Attempted murder/serious Affray with Poachers in the Queenôs 

Preserves: An affray with poachers in the Queenôs Preserves at Virginia Water when a 

keeper and watcher heard guns fired and went in pursuit. One poacher was chased and 

beaten to the ground by the keeper when he heard the watcher shout he was being 

murdered. The keeper ran to the assistance of the watcher letting the poacher he had 

struck go.  

 

As he approached, the keeper saw three men attacking the watcher and one 

deliberately levelled a gun at him and heard another call out ñShoot the --- at the same 

time the gun was discharged. The contents of the gun went through his hair and hat, 

he having moved his head at the last moment. The poachers then set upon the keeper 

and watcher, Higgs and Foy, with their guns beating them insensible. On recovering 

they managed to get home but have been unable to give a full account of the affair. 

 
18 1866 December 29 Surrey Advertiser 
19 Surrey Advertiser 12.1.1867 
20 1867 January 22: The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County 

Advertiser 
21 Surrey Advertiser 9 .3.1867 
22 1865 December 9 Surrey Advertiser 
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Inspector Grey, Surrey Constabulary, Inspector Mansel and Police Sergeant Warwick 

of the Berks Constabulary and Mr Davis, Superintendent of Windsor Borough Police 

have since been making enquiries. A search of the scene gathered some evidence and 

soon three men were taken before the court at Chertsey and remanded. The other man 

has not yet been discovered but it is supposed the keeper somewhat seriously injured 

him. 23 

 

1871 PC Lewis a member of the Reigate Borough Police was dismissed for drinking 

with poachers. 24 

 

1884 February 25: Brutal attack on a Police Sergeant: The Croydon Police 

apprehended two notorious poachers named Charles Fairman and Eli Gambrell on a 

charge of murderously assaulting and robbing Police Sergeant Bishop of the Surrey 

Constabulary about seven miles from Croyden. The constable received two deep 

wounds in the back of his head, while his eyes were closed up and his cheek lay bare 

to the bone. He also recived a severe injury to his spine where he was kicked in his 

back. The unfortunate officer was on his way to visit one of his men when he saw 

three persons coming towards him. He turned on his bulls-eye towards them and had 

no sooner done so than one of them felled him to the groundwith a blow from a stick, 

and all three attacked him. 25  

1884 February 26: The Assault on a Police Sergeant at Godstone - Death of the 

Injured Man. Sergeant Bishop of the Surrey Constabulary who was murderously 

assaulted and robbed by three notorious poachers has died at his home at Caterham 

from the effects of the injuries received in the highway at Godstone. He was terribly 

knocked about and evidently left for dead. Two men named Gumbrell and Fairman 

are in custody and will now be charged with the murder, together with a third man 

when arrested.26 The above proved to be wrong as Bishop survived!  

1884 December 14: Desperate fight with a poacher Worplesdon: Guildford County 

bench a summons against an elderly (aged 48) but stalwart man named Thomas Carne 

of Worplesdon for unlawfully carrying a gun under the Night Poaching Prevention 

Act and also assaulting the police in the execution of their duty.  

Cross summonses were heard against two police constables Tytherleigh and West, 

young officers of the Surrey Constabulary who were charged with violently assaulting 

Carne at the same time. The officers on duty heard the report of a gun and in a few 

minutes came across Carne who had with him a double barrelled gun who threatened 

the police ñif you come near me I will blow your brains outò whilst pointing the gun 

at PC West. The officer rushed at him and succeeded in wrestling the weapon from 

 
23 1869 December 4: Manchester Weekly Times 
24 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
25 25 Feb 1884 Pall Mall Gazette 
26 26 Feb 1884 Pall Mall Gazette 
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him. Carne violently kicked the officer disabling him for a time. PC Tytherleigh 

closed with Carne threw him to the ground and succeeded in handcuffing him.  

Being a powerful man he succeeded in picking up the gun again and pointing it at PC 

West who was lying prostrate on the ground. Tytherleigh drew his staff, knocked the 

gun from his hand and again closed with him, joined by PC West they succeeded in 

arresting the prisoner. The prisoner had a bag with two dead but warm rabbits and a 

flask of powder. When on the way to the railway station at Ash West ran on ahead for 

the purpose of catching a luggage train by which to convey the prisoner to Guildford. 

Having got out of sight of the prisoner the prisoner refused to be taken and struck 

Tytherleigh on the head.  

A desperate and bloody struggle ensued the prisoner using his hands, teeth and feet 

and the officer striking with his truncheon. They both fell to the ground three or four 

times and when the prisoner got uppermost he threatened to murder the constable who 

succeeded in getting hold of the chain of the handcuffs and in the darkness striking 

several blows on the prisonerôs head. After waiting in vain some time at the railways 

station West returned in search of the prisoner and his companion, the latter was 

found to be almost insensible and the prisoner had escaped. Tytherleigh was taken to 

a house and West went in search of the prisoner whom he saw about six oôclock in the 

morning still handcuffed with a long file in his hand.  

The encounter was renewed with the constable warding off blows from the file with 

his truncheon with which he eventually disabled and secured the prisoner. The 

prisoner was later taken to Guildford hospital suffering from a fractured arm, five or 

six scalp wounds, and other injuries which confined him there for two or three weeks. 

Tytherleigh was unable to work for nineteen days. The magistrate thought the case 

serious enough for Carne and the two constables to be committed for trial. 27 

1885 January 9: Surrey Sessions: Carne a carpenter was indicted for having 

assaulted and beaten William Tytherleigh and Edwin West constables of the Surrey 

Constabulary. There was a cross indictment of the officers that they assaulted and beat 

Carne. Evidence as set out above was given by the officers and a doctor was called to 

give evidence of the injuries to Tytherleigh and Carne. 28  

1885 January 10: Saturday: Carne pleaded not guilty but after ten minutes 

adjournment the prisoner was found guilty of actual bodily harm. His defence sought 

an arrest of judgement because the officers did not have a warrant to make the arrest. 

The simple point being did the police have reasonable cause to suspect Carne of 

poaching? This was not allowed and it was found that the police were perfectly 

justified in what they had done however the prosecutor insisted on the case against the 

police continuing and the officers were placed in the dock before the same jury, 

indicted for assaulting Carne who was brought from the cells to give evidence.  

 
27 Reynolds's Newspaper (London, England), Sunday, December 14, 1884 
28 1885 January 9: Morning Post 
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Carne said he had rights to shoot on two farms near Ash Common. On the morning of 

November 1 he was going home about half past one when he saw two men and a dog 

coming along the road. The dog ran into a field and he stopped to have a look at what 

the dog was after. He was leaning against the bank with the gun standing by his side 

when the two prisoners came and made a rush at him. West caught him by the throat 

with his right hand and threw away the gun with his left. While West held him down 

Tytherleigh handcuffed him. He told them they had no right to handcuff him, as they 

knew his address upon which West struck him four times with his staff and knocked 

him down. They then brought him along the road to Ash Station and on the way West 

struck him again with his staff on the back of his head.  

As they approached the station West went ahead to keep the train for Guildford and 

the witness said he would go no further and was going home. Upon this Tytherleigh 

began cutting him about with his staff and the witness defended himself the best he 

could with his handcuffed hands. In the struggle he got the constable down and held 

him there until he promised to let him go. The rest of the evidence flatly contradicted 

that of the police. He admitted two previous convictions for poaching. The case was 

left to the jury without comment from the bench and they immediately found the 

constables not guilty and expressed their entire approval of the conduct of the 

constables.  

The verdict was received with some applause in the court. On being discharged the 

constables were told by the judge that the court entirely endorsed the opinion of the 

jury and rightly commended the constables for the way they had acted. Taking into 

account the injuries carne received he was sent to prison for twelve months. 29 

1885 January 12: GO 326: Two constables were promoted for arresting a night 

poacher30 

1886 January 30: Horsham Petty Sessions: Saturday: Desperate attack by poachers 

16 January: Solomon Fairbrother, Charles Aldridge, John Davy and Benjamin 

Ironmonger appeared on remand for night poaching, assault and wounding John 

Burberry, John Chennel and William Lipscombe game-keepers and night watchers in 

the service of Mr HF Broadwood of Lyne (Capel). The court was crowded. Chennel 

was so injured he could not attend the court and a further remand would be asked for. 

Thomas John Lee Jardine surgeon at Capel had been attending Chennell and he would 

probably be able to attend in about a week. Exploded cartridges had been found in 

Tickford Gill and Stone Farm Gill where several shots were heard on the Friday night.  

Inspector King, Surrey Constabulary, stationed at Holmwood where the prisoners 

lived had searched the homes of Fairbrother and Aldridge and in a clothes box he 

found six loaded cartridges. He was handed two broken gunstocks and half of a gun 

 
29 January 11 1885 Reynolds News 
30 Surrey Constabulary General Orders Book 1 1851- 
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barrel that had been found where the skirmish took place. Charles Taylor the landlord 

of the Norfolk Arms, Holmwood spoke to all four of the prisoners who had been in 

his house and sometimes they were all together on the 15th. The prisoners were again 

remanded.31 The area is in 2015 is right on the border path between Sussex and Surrey 

close to Ockley and Kingsfold. 

1888 April 7: Guildford County Bench: James Arrow and Henry Randall were 

charged with trespass on Albury Downs where the gamekeeper saw them beating the 

gorse and working a dog. They said they were out for a walk and doing no harm. 

Discharged with a caution. 32 

1889 Assault on Police by Poacher: At the Dorking Police Court on Saturday John 

Bennett of Dorking was charged with assaulting Police Constable Mollond whilst in 

the execution of his duty on the previous night. It appeared that the officer suspected 

the prisoner of poaching through seeing him with a ferret and a dog and on meeting 

him on the Westcott Road told him he wanted to search him. The prisoner said he 

would not do so and after setting his dog on the constable struck him with a stick and 

kicked him savagely. The accused was sent to gaol for a month. 

1893 December 11: Central Criminal Court: Samuel King (35), and   George 

Bloomfield (29) Unlawfully, with another man unknown, being armed with sticks and 

guns, entering land called Beacham Copse, in the occupation of   Cosmo Bonsor, for 

the purpose of taking and destroying game and rabbits by night. Second Count, for 

assaulting and beating   Darrell Turner, a. gamekeeper, who was authorised to 

apprehend them. 

Darrel Turner. I am a gamekeeper to Mr. Cosmo Bonsor, at Kingston Warrenðearly 

in the morning on November 26th I was watching in Beacham Copse with George 

Blundenðwe had begun watching about 9. 20 p.m. and about 1.12 on the Sunday 

morning I heard a shotðwe went to where the gun was fired and saw three menðthat 

was about seven or eight minutes, or it might be ten minutes, after I heard the shot 

firedð(at the time I heard the shot fired I saw a cock pheasant fall, which had been 

roosting on a tree)ðtwo of the men had gunsðthose were the two prisonersð

Bloomfield had a gun; I cannot say whether King had anything in his handðI ran 

towards them, and King turned round and said, "Let us go for them," and struck me 

on my face with his fistðhe was about a yard from meðI fell to the ground with 

him; I was underneath, and he struck me several times with his fistðthe other men 

were standing close, and Bloomfield, who was close by, struck me with a gun-

barrelðI could see his faceðthey all ran awayðCard, a policeman, came upð

Blunden got upðI searched the ground round there and found a cap, two sticks, and a 

cock pheasant. 

 

 
31 1886 January 30: Surrey Mirror and General County Advertiser 
32 1888 April 7: The Surrey Mirror and General County Advertiser 
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By the court: Before Bloomfield struck me with the gun-barrel, King said, "Give it to 

the b"ðthat was while he was down on the ground with me. 

 

By Mr Biron. These are the sticks and the cap (produced), and the pheasant is hereð

King was wearing the cap, but I cannot say whether it was off or on when he was on 

the ground with meðthis was on the 26th, and on Tuesday morning, the 28th, I went 

to the Police-station at Reigate, and was shown seven men, and picked out King from 

among themðI also picked out Bloomfield, but said that I could not identify him; I 

was not sure. 

 

By the court: The cock pheasant was under the tree which I saw it fall fromðthis was 

an open spaceðwe were struggling three or four minutesðI could see their faces 

distinctlyðthere was moonlight, but it was rather overcastðI got a severe wound on 

the top of my head; it had to be sewn upðI was in the surgeon's hands some time. 

 

Cross-examined. I do not know whether there was any blood on the ground, but I bled 

so freely that I had to hold my handkerchief to my head to staunch the bloodðthe 

night was cloudy, and there was a drizzle onða man named Grabbett was there; he 

came up into the wood with us, and was coming up after us, but I got there first, 

unfortunately for myselfðI was about twenty-five yards from the open space when I 

heard the shotðGrabbett and I started to do the twenty-five yards together, but he 

does not come here as a witnessðI had never seen the men before that night, so that I 

did not know themðit was a short and sharp encounter, but it did not last very longð

I should say that this is a fashionable cap for poachers; it has got a peak in front which 

can be pulled over the face, and would serve him to conceal his identityðI do not 

object to putting it on (Doing so)ðthere are one or two trees in the open space, but 

they did not cast a shadowðthere was a thick undergrowth and bracken bushes and 

furzeðI know a gipsy named UpholdðI did not go the next morning to arrest him; 

he was brought to my house by a constableð under arrestðI had given a description 

of the person to the policeðI said he was a short man, and had a cap on similar to 

this, and a short brown coatðI did not say anything elseðthe constable asked me if 

he had any whiskers, and I said, "Yes"ðhe asked me if I could identify the man if I 

saw him, and I said, "Yes"ðwhen I saw Uphold, the gipsy, I was asked if that was 

the man, and I said, "No, I don't believe it is"ðI said at first that I was not quite sure, 

but when I looked at him I was quite sureðI tried by putting my arm round his neck 

to see if he felt like himðwhen the constable expressed surprise I did not say, "Well, 

they did not rive me much chance to see them"ðInspector Marks was with usðhe 

said, "Do you think you should know the man "but I did not say," He never gave me a 

chance to know him"ðKing has been a gamekeeperðI do not know that he has been 

in three situations as a gamekeeper until recentlyðit is the fact that frequently 

gamekeepers' pockets have dry blood and feathers in themðI was hit chiefly about 

my face while, the struggle took place; I did my best to defend myself, and King, as I 

say, was on the top of meðthe light would not be on his face thenðI am not sure 
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about Bloomfield, as I was engaged struggling with KingðI was actually engaged in 

the struggle when I got the whack on top of my head. 

 

George Blunden: I am a woodsman, and live at KingswoodðI am sometimes 

employed as watchman, to Mr. Cosmo Bonsorðon November 21st I was with the last 

witness watching in the copseðI heard a shot, Turner went in the direction of it, and I 

went with him, and saw three menðI saw one of them hit Turner, and I afterwards 

saw Turner and the man who had hit him on the groundðI went up, and got hit 

across, my head by Bloomfield with his gun; I fell to the ground, but got up again, and 

met Police-constable Cardða cock pheasant was found, and two sticks and a capðI 

saw Bloomfield's face, but I never saw the face of the man who was struggling with 

Turnerðon the Tuesday following, the 28th, I went to Reigate Station and saw a 

number of men, and out of them I picked out Bloomfield as the man who had hit me 

with the gunðI saw his faceðI have no reason to doubt that Bloomfield is the man. 

Caleb Card (112, Surrey Constabulary). I am stationed at Kingston. I was near the 

Beacham Copse on the 26th, and heard a shot just after one o'clock. I then heard cries 

for help, and went in that direction, and met Turner and Grabbett coming out of the 

wood. I went back with them and searched the ground. We found this cap and two 

sticks and a cock pheasant. Turner was very much exhausted from loss of blood. I 

afterwards saw the two prisoners in custody at Reigate. I took their boots off, and took 

them on Wednesday to the place where the footmarks were in the rabbit burrow, 

about ten yards from the spot. Owing to the heavy rain I could not get the nails to 

match, but the boots were the same length and width. The rabbit burrow is in clay. 

There were nails in the boots and nails in the footprints, but I could not match them 

all. I only saw two footmarks at two different points, about two marks of each boot, 

four marks altogether. I tried the boots by placing them by the side of the other marks, 

and then I measured the breadth against the marks. I do not know whether the 

prisoners were then wearing the boots. They were labourers' boots; heavy boots and 

about an average size, a man's size. I did not arrest the gipsy Uphold; he went up the 

wood with me. I did not make him walk by me to fit the marks; he stood in the 

footpath. I did not measure his boots. The inspector took him there. I do not know 

whether the inspector would have arrested him if his footmarks had corresponded. I 

have made inquiries and cannot find anything against either of the prisoners. 

William John Marks . I am an inspector of the Surrey Constabulary . I arrested a 

gipsy named Uphold because he is a well-known poacher, and the constable met him 

going in a contrary direction to his tent. I discovered that he had been out that night. 

He was not arrested, but I asked him to go with me to the warren. I first saw King on 

Monday night, the 27th; about 10.30.  Shirley, a Metropolitan policeman, brought him 

to me, and I told him I should charge him with night poaching on Mr. Bonsor's estate 

on Saturday night, and also with assaulting the keepers. He said, "You are mistaken, I 

Was playing at dominoes at the Sandrock with Harry Poole" The Sandrock is about 

nine miles from Beacham Copse, but if you went across the fields it would be about 
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seven miles and a half. On the same day, a few minutes later, Bloomfield was brought 

to me, and I told him the same as I had told King. He said, "I am innocent; I was in 

bed by ten o'clock" I took them to Reigate, and found on King some pheasant's 

feathers, a gun-cap, and a gun-wad; his coat-pockets were smeared with blood. I was 

present when the prisoners were put with the other people for the purpose of 

identification, and when Turner and Blunden picked them out; they both said they had 

made a mistake that they both left the Sandrock at half-past nine, and went home to 

bed. I went to Shirley the same afternoon, and searched Bloomfield's house His wife 

was there, and on making a search I found this gun (produced) up the chimney; it was 

very clean. I have made inquiries about the prisoners. King was discharged as a 

gamekeeper on February 4th, this year. When I charged King, and before he spoke to 

me, I had only said that I should take him for being concerned with others, in night 

poaching on the estate of Mr. Bonsor, and he said he was playing at dominoes at the 

Sandrock. He gave me the names of some people there. It would not have been easy 

for him to get across and commit the assault if he left there at eleven o'clock. It would 

be possible to do so in an hour and three-quarters, but hardly possible. I did not 

examine the ditch between there and the Sandrock to see if there were footmarks. I 

did not notice anything peculiar about the prisoners' faces. Their clothes were not 

torn. 

Not guilty  

1894 May 26: William King a labourer of Earlswood charged with trespassing in 

search of game and with having in his possession ferret and nets and a rabbit alleged 

to have been unlawfully obtained. PC Skeggs saw the defendant and a man named 

Honce in Station Road Redhill shortly after 10pm on the 12th inst. King was stopped 

and the property found. The officer in evidence said he believed Honce a notorious 

poacher had led on King. A fine of 10s and 10s costs.33 

1895 April 6: Inspector King of the Surrey Constabulary retired from the force on 

Monday after 37 years service. It was through his exertions that a dangerous gang of 

poachers on the estate of Mr Broadwood were arrested and sentenced to 7 years penal 

servitude each at Lewes Assizes, and he also worked out a clue that led to the 

apprehension of the Wotton murderer who was sentenced to 20 years penal servitude. 
34 

1897 September 20: Poacher killed Witley. Murder/Manslaughter At an early hour 

on Saturday morning the body of a man was discovered lying in a field near the Star 

Inn, Wheeler Street, Witley. Police Sergeant Jarrett of the Surrey Constabulary was 

communicated with and enquiries made at the Police Station, Godalming as to the 

identity of the man. The victim was later identified as George Beechen a native of 

 
33 1894 May 26 Surrey Mirror 
34 1895 April 6: Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
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Sussex who had previously worked in the area. He left home the previous evening to 

go on a poaching expedition. The cause of death is unknown. 35 36 

  

 
35 The Morning Post September 20 1897 
36 1897 September 22 Hampshire Advertiser 
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Appendix B 

Retirement and Death of Captain H C Hasting 

Resignation 

1899 July 1: Surrey Quarter Sessions at County Hall, Kingston upon Thames: 

Resignation of the Chief Constable: The Standing Joint Committee reported that 

they had received with much regret the following letter:  

Surrey Constabulary Guildford 1 June 1899  

To the Chairman of the Standing Joint Committee   

Sir,  

I have the honour to place my resignation as Chief Constable of the county in the 

hands of the committee to take effect from 31 August next. In doing so I beg to tender 

my grateful acknowledgement of the kind consideration and support, which I have at 

all times received from the committee during my long service of nearly 49 years. I 

have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient servant 

H.C.  Hastings 

Chief Constable of Surrey 

Captain Henry Cadogan Hastings was appointed to the post of Chief Constable at the 

General Quarter Sessions of the Peace for Epiphany 1851 held at the Sessions House 

at Newington on 31 December 1850. He was the first Chief Constable of Surrey and it 

was his duty, at a period when there were few precedents from whom to seek 

guidance, to organise, equip, and regulate the police force of the county. That such 

work was well done was now of course a matter of history. The committee had 

unanimously adopted the following resolution: 

That the clerk be directed to write to Captain Hastings expressing the value attached 

by the committee to the eminent services of the first Chief Constable of Surrey during 

so long a series of years, and their regret that the time has arrived for the severance of 

the official connection between this committee and Captain Hastings.37 

The chairman of Surrey Quarter Sessions referred to the retirement of Captain 

Hastings and said they would have another opportunity he hoped, of showing to 

Captain Hastings what they thought of his grand service to the county but he did not 

think it right for the court to pass over the resignation without passing some resolution 

to put upon the records of the court. He thought they would agree with him that it was 

no small thing to be Chief Constable of Surrey, a county so wealthy and so near to 

London, and to have been responsible for the order and safety of that county with so 

 
37 1899 July 1: Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
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much efficiency for something like half a century, and during the whole of that time 

to have carried on the police work of the county with so much efficiency and so much 

success, and without having suffered any serious damage to fall upon the county. To 

have carried out that work with the esteem and gratitude of all the Magistrates and 

others interested in the order of the county was a matter of which any man might well 

be proud.  Captain Hastings has rendered great service to the county, long and 

peaceful service in fact, and had spared himself on no occasion. Probably he had 

taken less holiday during his term of office than any man holding a like position. In 

his retirement he commanded their highest respect and esteem, and in order that the 

court might give expression to their feelings in the matter he would move that they 

adopt the resolution already passed by the Standing Joint Committee.38 

Viscount Middleton seconded and in the course of his remarks, supposed there was 

no other Chief Constable in the country, there was one in Cornwall till very recently, 

but was now dead, who had held the position for the same length of time. The 

resolution was carried unanimously 

The committee has granted Captain Hastings a pension of £400 per annum being 

equal to two thirds of his pay and the maximum amount to which he was entitled 

under the pension scale in force in the county. The committee were making 

arrangements for filling the vacancy caused by Captain Hastingôs resignation.39 

Death 

1906 20 February: Hastings dies:  Obituary Captain Hastings 22 February: The 

death is announced of Captain Henry Cadogan Hastings formerly chief constable of 

Surrey, who since his retirement in August 1899 has resided at Waterden Crescent, 

Guildford. He had reached the advanced age of 93 years. Captain Hastings was the 

first chief constable of Surrey being appointed at the Epiphany Quarter Sessions in 

1850. The constitution of the Surrey Constabulary which at first numbered 70 

members all told was rendered necessary by the state of disorder prevailing in the 

county, a number of outrages having taken place, culminating in the sensational 

murder of a vicar at Frimley. Captain Hastingôs services were much esteemed in the 

county and upon his retirement after discharging his duties for close upon half a 

century, he was publicly presented with a testimonial. Before his appointment as chief 

constable Captain Hastings was in the services of the East India Company. 40 

London Gazette: Henry Cadogan Hastings Deceased. NOTICE is hereby given, 

that all creditors and other persons having any claims or demands against the estate of 

Henry Cadogan Hastings, of Waterden Crescent, Guildford, in the county of Surrey, 

late Chief Constable of the county, deceased (who died on the 20th day of February, 

1906. and whose will and codicil were proved in the Principal Registry of the Probate 

 
38 1899 July 1: Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
39 1899 July 1: Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
40 "Obituary." Times [London, England] 22 Feb. 1906: 7 
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Division of His Majesty's High Court of Justice, on the 1st day of March, 1906, by 

Alfred Gardiner Hastings and Howard John Page, the executors therein named), are 

hereby required to send the particulars, in writing, their claims or demands to me, the 

undersigned, the Solicitor for the said executors, on or before the 14th day of April 

next, after which date the said executors will proceed to distribute the assets of the 

said deceased amongst the persons entitled thereto, having regard only to the claims 

and demands of which they shall then have had notice.ðDated this 15th day of 

March, 1906. R. B. WELLS, Guildford, Solicitor for the said Executors.41 

  

 
41  https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/27896/page/2005/data.pdf 
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Appendix C 

Most of the Murder and Manslaughter offences  

Surrey Constabulary to 1851- 1900 

Date Offence Location Victim  Comments Result 

1852 

Body 

discover

ed 

February 

Murder Albury Charles 

Broomer 

aged three 

years aka 

Keene 

Killed illegitimate 

child of Jane Keene by 

casting him into a well 

 

Jane Keene nee 

Broomer 25 acquitted 

John Keen 22 (also 

Keene 20) was hung 

 

1852 

August 2 

Murder Quarry 

Street, 

Guildford 

Child Jane 

Chitty 7 

years by 

beating her 

brains out 

with a 

mallet 

Prosecution she 

deprived the life of her 

child while labouring 

under a state of great 

excitement and misery, 

consequent upon her 

husband having been 

suddenly deprived of 

his reason and 

consigned to a lunatic 

asylum, thus depriving 

her and her family of 

their support and 

maintenance 

Maria Chitty, the wife 

of a baker.  The jury 

said it was unnecessary 

for the judge to sum up, 

as they find her not 

guilty of murder as at 

the time she destroyed 

her child she was of 

unsound mind. 

Detained during Her 

Majestyôs pleasure 

1852 

October 

17 

Murder Englefield 

Green the 

last fatal 

duel 

in England

 took place 

on Priest 

Hill  

ñFelonious

ly having 

in the 

Parish of 

Egham 

wilfully 

and with 

malice 

aforethoug

ht killed 

and 

murdered 

one 

Frederick 

Cournet. 

The Met on arriving as 

requested at Waterloo 

railway station found a 

group of French 

émigrés who were 

aware of the duel. As 

the train arrived the 

police detained three 

more Frenchmen, along 

with two swords, a 

pistol case and knife on 

which there appeared 

to be blood. The pistols 

were eventually 

recovered ï they had 

been hired. 

Emanuel Barthelemy 

aged 29, Admund 

Allaun 36, Etienne 

Barronnet 46 Eugene 

Phil Mornet 42 

described as natives of 

France Manslaughter 

1853 

March 

21 

Murder Chertsey Temple 

female 

illegitimate 

child by 

suffocation 

Biddlecombe, 

Superintendent of the 

Surrey Constabulary, 

Chertsey became aware 

of the attempt to part 

with her child and 

visited Temple and 

found the child dead. 

Mary Ann Temple 

manslaughter of her 

baby daughter 15 years 

transportation 

1853 

July 

Attempt 

murder 

Newdigate Victim PC 

Horace 

He was knocked down 

by two other men who 

Undetected, however 

he was a fourth class 
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Coe was 

on duty 

and whilst 

passing 

over a 

footpath 

leading to 

Mr 

Finchleyôs 

pheasant 

preserves 

fell on him and with a 

razor attempted to 

murder him by cutting 

his throat  

constable who on the 

21 July 1853 was 

dismissed for gross 

misconduct. Was this 

made up? 

1853 

July 5 

Murder/

Child 

concealm

ent 

Thursley Baby 

daughter of 

Deborah 

Grover and 

father 

Daniel 

White 

Found buried in garden 

by Inspector Wilson 

Parents indicted for 

concealment of birth 

and found not guilty 

1854 

June 10 

Murder Frensham 

after 

leaving 

White 

Horse 

Winter is a 

man rather 

in years 

and not 

very well 

able to 

stand 

fighting so 

Burrows 

interceded. 

Made a 

dying 

declaration 

to a 

magistrate 

taken 

down by 

superinten

dent 

Surrey 

Const. 

Fullock took his knife 

out of his pocket and 

with great force made a 

desperate lunge at 

Burrows, and struck 

him in the stomach 

causing a wound of 

about two and a half 

inches in length and so 

great that the manôs 

intestines protruded  

George Fullock 23 

charged murder 

1854 

June 10 

Murder x 

6 

Esher Brough 

children 

She confessed, telling 

investigators that she 

had used a razor on 

each child, one at a 

time. One child had 

protested and another 

had struggled, but she 

killed them all before 

attempting suicide. 

Mary Ann Brough 

killed six of her 

children.  Not guilty by 

reason of insanity (died 

1861) 

 

Biddlecombe enquiry 

1854 

August 8 

Murder Chertsey Illegit 

child 

Berryman  

Biddlecombe 

superintendent of 

police a became aware 

Ann Berryman a 

dressmaker.  There was 

discussion as to 
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and spoke with the 

woman who admitted 

having a child 

prematurely and she 

did not murder the 

child but had burnt the 

body 

whether the child was 

born alive and this led 

to a not guilty verdict 

by the jury after a short 

discussion 

1855 

July 29 

Murder/

Manslau

ghter 

Haslemere 

Market 

Place 

Inspector 

William 

Donaldson 

Surrey 

Constabula

ry late 

Dorking 

Police 

Beaten by a group of 

Railway Navies in 

Haslemere town centre 

late at night. Was taken 

home where he died. 

PC Freestone badly 

beaten 

Manslaughter. 

Eastman, Foyle, and 

Blackman each 

received six years 

penal servitude. 

Turning to Woods, the 

ringleader of the 

Haslemere Riot, and 

the undoubted killer of 

Inspector Donaldson, 

the judge told him that 

he had been fortunate 

to escape the gallows. 

He then sentenced him 

to twenty years 

transportation 

1856 

February 

3 

Manslau

ghter  

Chertsey 

publican of 

the Coffee 

house in 

Chertsey 

Mrs 

Beaucham

p 

Was struck 

unconscious and later 

that day died. 

Biddlecombe was 

summoned to the house 

on the 5th February 

where he saw the 

prisoner and his 

unconscious wife and 

when he asked why a 

doctor had not been 

called he was informed 

that Mrs Beauchamp 

was frequently drunk 

and unconscious 

John Beauchamp, 

publican, he jury after a 

short deliberation 

found the defendant 

guilty of manslaughter 

and the judge thought 

this was the right 

verdict particularly as it 

was known he had 

struck his wife before 

and would be 

sentenced to four years 

penal servitude 

1856 

Novemb

er 26 

Murder  Woking 

though 

reported as 

Wokingha

m Surrey 

Victim 

daughter 

Forrester 

 

Father cut the throat of 

his child. . For some 

time inmate of the 

Brompton 

Consumption Hospital 

fortnight ago returned 

home. The poor 

woman thought the 

child slept an unusually 

long time and on going 

up stairs found it dead, 

her throat having been 

cut with a razor. The 

Charles Forrester a 

shopkeeper 
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murderer walked no 

further than the police 

station where he gave 

himself into custody 

1857 

February 

18 

Murder; 

could be 

attempt 

murder 

as there 

is a 

report 

that 

victim 

was alive 

Nutfield to 

Redhill 

Warwick-

town 

Victim a 

draper 

Ovenden 

Highway robbery. shot 

with a pistol on his 

return from Godstone 

and robbed of between 

four and five pounds 

 

Undetected 

1957 

March 

11 

Attempte

d Murder 

Worplesdo

n 

James 

Bowring 

Early Sunday morning; 

Grover was with me; I 

had   small stick and 

Grover a life preserver 

neither had firearms. 

Heard two guns 

discharged and men 

came out of the woods. 

Harris lifted his gun 

and fired at Bowring 

no more than five yards 

off; the charge cutting 

his coat and causing no 

injury. Chowney 

pointed a gun at him. 

Went to hit Harris but 

was struck with a stick 

across the head. 

Chowney pointed his 

gun at Bowring but 

Grover seized him 

before he could fire. 

Chowney and Jelly said 

they would give in but 

Harris made his escape.  

Then the two men 

began to struggle and 

would not give in.  

William Jelly 

23,William Harris 32, 

and James Chowney all 

farm labourers charged 

with shooting with 

intent to murder.  

The jury found the men 

guilty; Harris was 

transported for 15 

years, lucky that his 

actions had not resulted 

in murder; Chowney 

who acted almost as 

bad transported for 15 

years (he had a 

previous conviction). 

Jelly, following a 

recommendation for 

mercy from the jury 

was sentenced to penal 

servitude for 4 years. 

1857 

March 

23 

Murder Fetcham 

servant at 

the Rising 

Sun 

Baby 

Miles the 

body had a 

deep knife 

wound in 

the throat.  

Blood 

from the 

umbilical 

Feeling unwell she 

went to her room and a 

doctor who attended 

her found the body of a 

dead child under the 

bed.  

Mary Ann Miles aged 

30 a forbidding looking 

young woman Second 

conviction.  

Concealment of birth ï 

9 months previous 

conviction for same 

offence 
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cord, 

which had 

not been 

tied 

1857 

May 2 

Murder Effingham Baby 

Dench  

Inspector Law of 

Leatherhead said from 

information received 

he searched for the 

body of a child. He 

first went to Mr 

Lucasôs at Effingham 

and in the privy found 

traces of blood. 

Mary Dench 

1857 

October 

12  

Murder Dorking Baby 

Brooker on 

exam the 

child was 

found to be 

full term, 

female 

child, 

which had 

been 

healthy. 

A workingman 

discovered the body of 

a child wrapped in 

calico in a field near 

Dorking Booker said 

that she had killed her 

baby when the family 

were at dinner and it 

had made a noise. She 

ran the knife across the 

throat and hit the 

babyôs head on the box. 

A surgeon who 

examined the child said 

had the child been born 

alive the injury to the 

skull would have 

caused her death. 

Eliza Brooker 23 

The jury found her not 

guilty of murder but 

guilty of concealment 

of birth and sentenced 

to three months 

imprisonment with 

hard labour. 

1857 

October 

17 

Attempt 

murder 

of a 

police 

officer 

Godalming 

Bridge 

Street 

PC Phillips PC in the High Street, 

at about ten oôclock on 

Tuesday night. He met 

the prisoner with 

something bulky about 

his person, followed 

him to Bridge Street 

asked him what he had 

got. Refused to be 

searched and was about 

to be arrested when he 

drew a gun barrel from 

one pocket and a stock 

from another and was 

about to take aim when 

the witness rushed him, 

pushing him against a 

wall and called out for 

assistance. Whilst 

holding the prisoner he 

Fine of £5 or in default 

one monthôs 

imprisonment and as 

the money was not 

forthcoming he was 

committed. 

Mr Grevilleôs 

gamekeepers identified 

him as the man    on the 

previous Monday 

trespassing on land and 

who had threatened to 

lodge the contents of 

the gun in the stomach 

of the under-keeper. 
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called out to his wife to 

ñbring out the long 

gun.ò  Mr Everett the 

Chief Constable stated 

that on examining the 

gun he found it charged 

and loaded with 

number 3 shot. 

1858 

March 

28 

Attempt 

Murder 

Caterham Train 

passenger 

Got into a third class 

open carriage at 

Brighton to go to 

London. In the 

Merstham tunnel the 

prisoner attacked   

passenger to and rob 

him. There was a 

violent struggle during 

which the prisoner tried 

to throw the victim 

from the train. His 

victim overpowered the 

prisoner and then 

handed him to the 

police at Caterham 

Station 

Daniel Cummings was 

found guilty of 

wounding with intent 

to cause GBH and 

sentenced to six years 

1859 

April 29 

Murder Guildford Matilda 

Hicks 

Pushed lady into lock Frederick Gaff 

outcome unknown 

1859 3 

Dec. 

Manslau

ghter/mu

rder 

Bletchingl

y Red Lion 

Inn 

Mrs 

Brown, 

about 34 

addicted to 

drink, 

killed by 

husband. 

Five 

children 

She upset a number of 

customers when under 

the influence of 

liquors. The company 

left the house between 

11 and 12 oôclock and 

the lodgers went to bed 

between twelve and 

one oôclock leaving the 

husband wife alone in 

the parlour. They 

argued; Brown kicked 

his wife so hard in the 

abdomen that she 

shortly bled to death. 

Mr Brown about 40 

1859 29 

Dec. 

Manslau

ghter 

followin

g a 

previous 

assault 

Cobham PC Allan 

Mason 6 

years 

service 

Believed he was beaten 

and left by a deserter.  

Died of injuries 

Undetected 

1861 

June 10 

Murder Kingswoo

d 

Mrs 

Martha 

Halliday 

Murdered the parish 

clerk. Husband saw her 

lying on the floor with 

Franz and Krohn both 

German appeared at 

Mansion House. 
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murdered 

in the 

vicarage, 

Parsonage 

House, 

where she 

was taking 

care of the 

house in 

the 

absence of 

the vicar 

her hands and feet tied, 

a handkerchief tied 

tightly around her head 

and mouth, and a sock 

or part of a stocking 

crammed into her 

mouth. 

Superintendent 

Coward, Surrey 

Constabulary said he 

had witnesses that saw 

the prisoners in Reigate 

about the time of the 

murder and he had 

every reason to believe 

that the prisoners were 

the two suspected 

persons. The prisoner 

was returned to Reigate 

Franz discharged 

Croydon Assizes. 

Krohn had been set free 

and disappeared 

Undetected however, 

according to Cornhill 

Magazine two men, 

who had been arrested 

in Germany for another 

crime, had allegedly 

confessed, just before 

their execution, to the 

killing of Martha 

Halliday.  

 

1862 

April 2 

Attempte

d murder 

Chobham Eliza 

Dewberry 

Shot at his girl friend.  

A shot was heard and 

the prisoner was seen 

running away still 

carrying a gun. A shot 

had gone through the 

window into the wall 

of the sitting room 

where the girl and her 

mother were. 

Alfred Edward 

Stevens. Charged 

shooting with intent to 

kill  

Fifteen years penal 

servitude  

1962 

August 9 

Murder 

Suicide 

Cobham Two men 

found dead 

The officer attended 

the scene immediately 

with a local surgeon 

and found two well 

dressed young men 

lying in a hollow 

amongst some beech 

trees. One of them men 

had a gunshot wound 

to the head and the 

other shot through the 

breast.  

A note was found and 

the jury considered that 

one had died by his 

own hand and the other 

had been shot but there 

was not enough 

evidence to show who 

had committed the act 

1863 

Nov 4 

Murder 

Carpente

Guildford Elizabeth 

Waterer 

Killed his girl friend in 

a room in a pub in 

Sergeant Mahaig 

(Army) was lying at 
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rôs Arms 

beer 

house, 

North 

Street, 

Guildfor

d 

The 

Coronerôs 

Jury stated 

that the 

deceased 

took her 

own life on 

or about 

the 4 

November  

North Street Guildford. 

Joseph Mahaig was 

guilty of aiding and 

abetting suicide.. 

Mahaig was then 

committed for trial for 

ñWilful Murder.ò 

her side with his throat 

cut but alive. The judge 

then sentenced Mahaig 

to death but said he 

would recommend to 

the Home Secretary 

that mercy be shown 

Reprieved  

1865 

Septemb

er 16 

Attempte

d murder 

x2 

Hascombe Mary Ann 

Underwoo

d wife of 

William. 

Oliver was having 

lunch with 

Underwoods, argument 

deteriorated and Oliver 

drew his knife and 

stabbed Mr Underwood 

in the throat.  Mrs 

Underwood went to 

help her husband and 

was stabbed but both 

were able to leave the 

cottage and run down 

the road.  

Oliver chased them and 

was just behind when a 

coachman hit him with 

a stick and whilst 

trying to take the knife 

from his hand he was 

cut severely about the 

throat. The only way 

the knife could be 

released from the grip 

of Oliver was to cut the 

sinews. 

James Oliver 64 a 

labourer five years 

penal servitude 

1865 

Novemb

er 22 

Murder  Charlewoo

d Norwood 

Hill Ricket 

Wood 

Gamekeep

er 

Humphrey 

Hayler or 

Haylor of 

Rickets 

Farm, 

Norwood, 

Charlwood 

Shot by a gang of 

poachers and died 

immediately.  They 

were to find Hayler 

quite dead, shot though 

the left side from close 

range.  Skeet said he 

had the gun in his hand 

when the keeper rushed 

him, seized the gun and 

it went off. 

Five men charged 

George Flint 25, 

Stephen Jordan 21, 

John Skeet 22, Francis 

Skilton or Skelton 32, 

George Thornton 25 

sent to Assizes. There 

were sentences of three 

months hard labour 

against Flint and 

Skelton for poaching 

with Thornton and 

Jordan being 

discharged. Skeet 

sentenced to 18 months 

hard labour.  

1865 

Novemb

er 25 

Murder Tillingbour

ne near 

Dorking 

Gamekeep

er 

Humphrey 

Miller 37 

in the 

service of 

Charles 

Randall at 

Tillingbour

ne 

It appears that three 

gamekeepers, the 

deceased, John and 

William Brooker lived 

in a house about a 

quarter of a mile from 

the place where the 

murder was committed 

Police apprehended a 

man named George 

Flint at the Black Horse 

public House, 

Hookwood Common. 

George Flint 
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Confusion 

of names ï 

2 murders? 

More 

needs to be 

done on 

this! 

1866 

July 25 

died 

Murder Shere Young 

child Jane 

Sax 

Had been sent on an 

errand across the fields 

when a man caught her 

and dragged her over a 

fence with dry faggots 

on top of it into an 

adjoining field, then 

into high standing 

wheat. She was stabbed 

in the throat partially 

severing her windpipe 

and cut her tongue. 

Chased by village PC 

and arrested James 

Longhurst 21 years a 

sullen, stupid-looking 

country lad.  Guilty 

sentenced to death 

Executed 1867 

1868 13 

June 

Murder Bagshot Mrs 

Hammond 

It appears that a man of 

the name of Edward 

Hammond, who is 

about 40 years of age, 

had some altercation 

with his wife on 

Tuesday evening, he 

being in a state of 

intoxication.42 

Edward Hammond 40 

1869 

June 1 

Attempt 

murder 

Farnham Supt 

George 

Newland 

On entering the room 

the defendant fired one 

shot from a six round 

pistol wounding the 

superintendent in the 

arm. The prisoner then 

aimed the revolver at a 

constable at the very 

time of firing the 

superintendent hit 

defendant with a stick, 

which diverted the 

weapons so that the 

bullet struck the wall.  

The officers then 

closed with the 

prisoner and after a 

violent struggle 

succeeded in securing 

him and searching him 

Joseph Deadman 

(Dudman) aged 22 was 

indicted at Croydon 

Assizes for shooting at 

police Superintendent 

George Newland with 

intent to murder him. 

Jury who found him 

not guilty, on the 

grounds of insanity. 

Detained during her 

Majestyôs pleasure 

 
42 https://search.livesofthefirstworldwar.org/search/british-newspapers?date=1868-06-

08&date_offsetdate=1868-06-14&o=date&d=asc&page=9 
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finding on him a single 

barrel pistol, some 

bullets and gunpowder. 

1869 

August 5 

Murder Redhill Wife 

Sophia 

Simmons 

At a late hour on the 9 

April the prisoner went 

home the worst for 

liquor. There was a 

scuffle with his wife 

and he pushed her 

violently from the 

bedroom and she fell 

down the stairs. 

Frederick Simmons 47, 

a mason, manslaughter 

penal servitude 5 years 

1869 

Dec. 4 

Attempt 

Murder 

Queenôs 

Preserves 

at Virginia 

Water 

The 

poachers 

then set 

upon the 

keeper and 

watcher, 

Higgs and 

Foy, with 

their guns 

beating 

them 

insensible. 

One poacher was 

chased and beaten to 

the ground by the 

keeper when he heard 

the watcher shout he 

was being murdered. 

The keeper ran to the 

assistance of the 

watcher letting the 

poacher he had struck 

go. As he approached, 

the keeper saw three 

men attacking the 

watcher and one 

deliberately levelled a 

gun at him and heard 

another call out ñShoot 

the --- at the same time 

the gun was 

discharged. The 

contents of the gun 

went through his hair 

and hat, he having 

moved his head at the 

last moment. 

A search of the scene 

gathered some 

evidence and soon 

three men were taken 

before the court at 

Chertsey and 

remanded. 

1870 Attempt 

murder 

Woking 

prison 

 Attacked governor with 

home made knife  

Ruotta committed to 

Assizes 

1870 

January 

Attempt 

murder 

Woking Police 

Constable 

Whilst investigating 

the crime the officer 

heard cries of murder 

from a bridge crossing 

the Basingstoke Canal 

about 800 yards away. 

The constable ran to 

the spot and directed 

by load groans to the 

towing-path of the 

canal where just under 

the archway to the 

The officer was 

recovered to the Inn 

where a medical man 

was called. On 

recovering 

consciousness the 

officer told of two men 

he met coming over the 

bridge whom he 

challenged. They ran 

off down the bank and 

under the bridge chased 
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bridge he found a 

brother constable 

covered with blood and 

almost insensible  

by the constable. He 

turned his lantern on 

the men and was 

knocked down and 

beaten about the head 

by heavy bludgeons. 

Undetected 

1870 

August 

13 

Attempt 

murder 

Oatlands 

Park 

Walton on 

Thames 

Harriett 

Hurley 

with intent 

The prisoner lodged 

with Hurley and he 

attacked her in the 

kitchen dragging her 

into her room, seizing 

her by the throat and 

knocking her down. He 

tried to choke her then 

took a carving knife 

and she tried to prevent 

him and Hurleyôs 

hands were cut. Her 

little boy and girl were 

screaming by her side 

and the neighbours 

came in and found the 

prisoner lying on the 

woman on the floor. 

James Smallpiece 44, 

shoemaker was 

indicted for feloniously 

cutting and wounding.  

Defence evidence 

showed that the 

prisoner suffered from 

delirium tremens and 

this was taken into 

account when 

sentencing the prisoner 

to nine monthôs 

imprisonment with 

hard labour 

1871 

August 

26 

Attempt 

murder 

Churt Mrs 

Carrington 

Rodway went to his 

loverôs house knowing 

the husband was not 

there and there was an 

argument with his 

former mistress. The 

mistress Mrs 

Carrington left the 

room and in the hall 

she was stabbed several 

timed by Rodway with 

a clasp knife. She ran 

from the house to go to 

the Inn but being 

pursued by her attacker 

she took refuge in a 

house. 

In 1872 at Kingston 

Assizes, Rodway was 

sentenced to 20 years 

imprisonment.  

 

1873 

January 

4 

Attempt 

murder 

Dorking Frederick 

Chapman.  

The victim 

was 

dreadfully 

wounded 

and no 

hopes were 

entertained 

Stabbed his brother 

In the evening they 

went to a public house 

where Alfred argued 

with a stranger getting 

very excited. Frederick 

told his brother to go 

home at which point 

Alfred pulled a knife 

Alfred Chapman.  The 

prisoner who was 

intoxicated when he 

stabbed his brother 

went to the Dorking 

police station and gave 

himself up. He was 

remanded 
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for his 

recovery. 

and stabbed his brother 

1873 

May 30 

Murder Chertsey 

 

William 

Best son 

aged 7 

found in a 

ditch with 

his hands 

and feet 

tied 

I told the child to take 

his clothes off. He did 

so. I then folded a 

piece of oil cloth the 

wrong way outwards, 

like a shawl, put it over 

his shoulders, and tied 

it loosely and tied it 

with a piece if white 

tape to stop it falling 

off. I then pointed to 

the water with my 

finger. The child 

walked down the bank 

and one foot went in 

the water and he fell 

face downwards in the 

water. 

Avis Jane Best  aged 

24 a good looking 

woman, residing at 

Charlotte-street, 

Portman Square. 

London Committed for 

trial 

1874 

October 

2 

Murder Ash Isabella 

Croucher a 

woman 

who he 

had 

cohabited 

with for a 

number of 

years 

Killed the lady he lived 

with.  It appeared that 

the   Croucher had been 

out hawking about the 

village of Ash and on 

returning to the 

travelling van she 

occupied as a residence 

with the prisoner he 

ordered her to get tea 

ready. What followed 

is not yet fully known 

but angry words were 

heard followed by cries 

and blows, which soon 

ceased. 

Henry Ayres travelling 

hawker 

1875 

March 6 

Murder x 

6 

Elstead 

Woolpack 

Inn 

Six 

members 

of the 

Chandler 

family 

 

Mary Chandler dead in 

her chair in the 

bedroom 

The landlord was 

sitting on a stool with 

his head resting on his 

arms in a dying 

condition 

Children William 10, 

Edith 8, Thomas 6, 

Alfred 16 months were 

all in a helpless 

condition from the 

effects of poison 

In reply to enquiries 

made by the constable 

Charlotte Denyr stated 

that her father in law 

Henry (dead) mixed a 

quantity of poison with 

some flour and put it 

on a plate to kill rats. 

She saw the flour on 

the plate but thought it 

was all right and put it 

into a suet pudding. 

She did not eat it 

herself. More deaths 

are expected 
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1875 

August 

16 

Attempt 

murder 

Haslemere A farmer 

Mr 

Greenaway 

Driving home from 

market, he was alarmed 

when in a dark part of 

the road near his 

residence by the report 

of a pistol. He heard 

the bullet whizz past 

his ear followed almost 

immediately by a 

second shot which 

appeared to come from 

the hedge and the next 

moment his horse 

dropped dead in the 

shafts 

Bartholomew brothers 

Both men were taken 

into custody. It is said 

that a feeling of enmity 

has for some time past 

existed on the part of 

the Bartholomews 

against Mr Greenaway 

1876 

June 30 

Murder Guildford Thomas 

Main 

Gypsy dispute - dying 

depositions were this 

morning taken 

Levi Lillywhite  

remanded on a charge 

of wounding 

1876 9 

July 

 

Murder Guildford 

ï Albury 

Heath 

Rosina 

Balchin 

(44), 

and   Eliza 

Heather 

(76), the 

owner of 

the house 

where 

Balchin 

was the 

servant 

It appears the servant 

gave birth and her 

mistress arranged the 

disposal of the dead 

baby. Workman:  I was 

going along the towing 

path of the river Wey 

when I saw something 

in the water, I took it 

out, it turned out to be 

the body of a child; I 

took it to the police-

station 

The court was of 

opinion that the case 

against Balchin was 

insufficient. The Jury 

concurred and found 

Balchin not guilty. 

Several witnesses 

deposed to Heather's 

good character. 

Heather: one month's 

imprisonment for 

Concealment of birth  

1876 

Nov 20 

Murder Lingfield, 

Grayberry 

Lane 

Victim 

John 

Budgen  

Budgen fell down on 

his back at the end of 

the lane, and called 

"Murder!" three times. 

He said "Oh, my life is 

taken away, murder!" 

I saw the bagging hook 

in the prisoner's hand 

before he raised it over 

his head; I cannot tell 

you in what position he 

was carrying it till he 

brought it over his 

head; 

 

Eddings; Manslaughter 

1 week! 

1876 

Dec 2 

Attempt 

Murder  

Bellevue a 

suburb of 

Egham 

Challier 

who was 

passing 

along the 

road. 

Two residents of 

Bellevue a suburb of 

Egham were in dispute. 

One of the men 

approached the other at 

his home and fired two 

shots missing the target 

Edward Bentley 

charged with shooting 

at Mr Francis Ashby 

Result not known 

1877 

July 26 

Murder Frimley Baby Batts 

- male 

One morning the 

prisoner looked very ill 

Sophia Batts a servant. 

Wounds were found on 
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and was seen coming 

from the ash pit. A 

servant went to the ash 

pit and saw blood there 

and on the ground and 

wall close to the cistern 

in which was later 

found the dead body of 

the child. 

the child caused by a 

great deal of violence 

and at one stage the 

prisoner told another 

servant the baby had 

been born alive and she 

had knocked its head 

against the wall and 

placed it in the cistern. 

Outcome unknown 

1878 

May 31 

Attempt 

murder 

Godalming Frank 

Scatterfiel

d PC 

Surrey 

Constab  

The officer said he was 

gong to take him into 

custody; the prisoner 

produced a five 

chamber revolver and 

discharged three of the 

barrels at the constable 

before he could be 

secured. There was a 

small charge in the 

barrel and the shot was 

stopped by the clothing 

ensuring the officer did 

not sustain any injury. 

James Harding 31 a 

labourer  Surrey 

Assizes 

Hard labour 12 months 

 

1878 

July 15 

Murder Farnham Daughter 

Usher   

aged 12 

ñHere policeman, Iôve 

got a job for you. Lock 

me up I am a 

murderer.ò Witness 

asked whom he had 

murdered and he 

replied ñMy own child. 

I knocked her down 

with a hammer and 

killed her. You will 

find her dead body up 

at Mr Duke and 

Fowlerôs lime kilns.ò 

Obed Usher a 

pensioner of the Army 

Service Corps 

employed as a lime 

burner 

A respite during Her 

Majestyôs pleasure has 

been granted to Obed 

Usher who was 

convicted of the 

murder of his daughter 

1878 

maybe 

August 

Murder Chaldon, 

Reigate 

Charged 

with 

causing the 

death of 

Annie 

Saunders 

aged about 

19 

Surrey Constabulary 

received information 

that the prisoner had 

shot her her lover. On 

going to the farmhouse 

he found her dead body 

on the floor. There was 

a gunshot wound on 

the forehead.  

Albert Evans aged 16 

The constable 

afterwards 

apprehended the 

prisoner who said it 

was an accident 

 

Remanded by the 

magistrates 

1878 

August 7 

Attempt 

murder 

London 

Road, 

Guildford 

James 

Bailey 

Two men approached 

the victim and 

demanded his watch 

and money and was 

struck a tremendous 

John Baker and 

William Tyrell two 

powerful young men 

both privates in the 2nd 

Queens stationed at the 
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blow to the face 

between the eyes. He 

fell to the ground and 

was then dragged into a 

ditch. One of the men 

threatened to cut his 

throat, followed by a 

threat to stab him. The 

victim pleaded for his 

life as they searched 

his pockets. He was 

then kicked by both 

men 

Guildford barracks 

were charged with 

robbery and attempted 

murder of James 

Bailey. Both 

committed for trial 

1878 8 

August 

Murdero

us assault 

on a 

constable 

Village 

three miles 

from 

Guildford 

Surrey 

Cons PC 

Stopped by a constable 

and asked for their 

passes. They replied by 

knocking him down 

and brutally kicking 

him. The constable was 

rendered insensible and 

badly injured. They 

were committed for 

trial on this charge also 

John Baker and 

William Tyrell two 

powerful young men 

both privates in the 2nd 

Queens stationed at the 

Guildford barracks 

were charged. See 

above 

1879 

May 31 

Murder Sturts Mill, 

Leatherhea

d 

Body of a 

male infant 

in pond 

The body was wrapped 

in calico and a 

newspaper. Police are 

investigating but no 

one has been 

apprehended. 

Undetected 

An inquest was opened 

at the Rising Sun Inn 

when an open verdict 

ñFound Deadò was 

returned 

 

1881 

June 21 

Murder Train 

Balcombe 

Tunnel 

Frederick 

aka Isaac 

Gold 

The murder occurred 

on a train from London 

to Brighton. A man left 

the train with blood on 

his clothing and was 

stopped and searched. 

On being taken to his 

lodgings he ran off and 

later a portrait of the 

wanted man Mapleton 

was given to the press 

ï the first occasion this 

was done 

Lefroy Hanged Lewes 

29 November 1881 

1883 

July 3 

Murder Frimley Brown a 

labourer of 

Frimley  

Three soldiers beat a 

labourer 

According to the 

evidence Brown and 

his wife were leaving a 

public house and the 

former asking the 

prisoners to allow them 

Corporals John Lee and 

William Gatting and 

Private Jesse Taylor of 

the Coldstream Guards 

were charged 
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to pass, they knocked 

him down, kicked him 

and jumped upon him. 

Brown died yesterday 

afternoon in great pain 

1884 

January 

7 Central 

Criminal 

Court  

Murder Bagshot, 

Lightwater 

Bridge 

Baby 

Elizabeth 

Emily 

North 

Killed her daughter. 

Body found in the 

water at Windlesham 

Bridge 

 

Alice Ellen North aged 

twenty two charged 

wilful murder Not 

Guilty 

1884 

January 

9 

Murder Woking 

Necropolis 

Body of 

woman 45 

shot in the 

head 

At first the fatal wound 

was thought to have 

been self-inflicted but 

after close examination 

of the body, and the 

fact that the revolver 

was found in her lap, 

suspicions were 

aroused. 

Undetected ï open 

verdict 

1884 

February 

25 

Attempt 

murder 

Caterham 

on the high 

road at 

Chelsham 

Serious 

assault and 

robbery on 

Police 

Sergeant 

James 

Father of 

six 

children 

Bishop who was 

reported incorrectly to 

have died. The 

constable received two 

deep wounds in the 

back of his head, while 

his eyes were closed up 

and his cheek lay bare 

to the bone. He also 

recived a severe injury 

to his spine where he 

was kicked in his back. 

Retired 1885 was dead 

1901 census.  

I turned my light full 

on their faces thinking 

it was a curious 

question to ask me, and 

I have no doubt that I 

saw these two 

prisoners. The third 

man was close behind 

them and he came up 

and struck me on the 

back of my head and 

knocked me down. The 

two prisoners then 

commenced kicking me 

about my head and 

body, one hitting me 

with a stick, and I 

became insensible 

Elis Gambrell aka 

Gumbrell aka Dumbrell 

and Charles Fairman 

seven years' Penal 

Servitude each.  

1884 

Septemb

er 1 

Attempt 

murder 

Guildford 

ï main 

street of 

the town 

Richmond 

was 

walking 

with Miller 

Pulled a revolver from 

his pocket and fired, it 

is said at Richmond, 

subsequently shooting 

himself in the mouth. 

Richmond ran away 

after the first shot 

calling for the police. 

Miller after discharging 

Printer named Miller 

shot himself in the 

mouth 

 

Outcome unknown 
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the second shot 

exclaimed ñOh God! 

Save my Soul!ò 

Medical aid was 

procured and the case 

is being investigated 

1885 

April 30 

Murder Reigate Male child 

Allard 

The prisoner worked as 

a kitchen maid in the 

service of Mr F Pawle 

of Northcote, Wray 

Park Road where she 

had worked for a 

fortnight. It was not 

known what her 

condition was. The 

defendant was unwell 

and stains were seen on 

her clothing. She was 

sent by cab to her 

sisterôs home. 

Eliza Allard 19 years a 

kitchen maid charged 

with concealing the 

body of a male child. 

Remanded 

1885 

Novemb

er 14 

Manslau

ghter 

Dorking Robert 

Lamb 

Temperance Brass 

Band, Guildford. 

Robert Lamb was a 

member. Lamb and 

other members of the 

band to Dorking.  I saw 

the horse coming 

through the drum and 

fife band. He turned 

right into the drummer 

of the temperance 

band, and hit the 

deceased to the left.  

When it went through 

it did not go fast; it was 

only a walk, because he 

was knocking men 

right and left. 

Robert Atherton 

Churchill, charged 

Manslaughter. Not 

Guilty but Furious 

driving   

1886 

April 5 

Central 

Criminal 

Court  

Murder Reigate Baby 

Martin  

Gave birth in a house 

where she was a 

domestic leaving that 

day and heading home 

to Kent. In Leigh, Kent 

the body of a child was 

found in a brown 

package by the side of 

the road. Witnesses 

could link the parcel to 

the defendant. 

Constance Eliza Martin 

29 wilful murder.  

Guilty of endeavouring 

to conceal the birth. 

Two years hard labour 

 

1886 

June 26 

Murder Chertsey, 

Shepperton 

Annie Hale 

20 

Chin  said that the 

deceased had thrown 

Robert Chin 20 a 

blacksmith from 
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herself into the Thames 

at Shepperton and that 

he had been unable to 

save her. 

Willow Walk, Chertsey 

charged murder 

 

Was remanded 

1886 

Decemb

er 15 

Murder Clandon Gamekeep

er Roker 

received 

fatal 

wound 

 

Shot by poachers Dench, Cook, Fuller a 

soldier, Thombs 

Manslaughter Thombs 

said that his gun went 

off by accident. The 

jury found him guilty 

of manslaughter and he 

was sentenced to six 

years penal servitude. 

For night poaching 

Fuller was sent to 

prison fifteen months, 

Dench four and Cook 

one monthôs hard 

labour 

1887 

April 29  

Murder Leatherhea

d 

Cherry 

female 

child 

Killed her child 

She was confined on 

the 29th March of a 

female child. She was 

to have been attended 

by a midwife; the 

midwife came and Dr 

Potts, of Leatherhead, 

attended her. Later "I 

have given my baby to 

a gipsy woman." 

Annie Cherry aged 21 

Guilty of the act, being 

of unsound mind at the 

time of its commission 

and ordered to be 

detained until Her 

Majesty's pleasure be 

known.  

 

1887 

May 2 

Attempt 

Murder 

Dorking Margaret 

Cummings  

Earning living by 

hawking primroses and 

flower roots. Following 

a drinking session there 

was an argument when 

the woman threatened 

to leave the man and 

return to her home. 

This enraged the man 

who under the 

influence of drink 

rushed upon the 

woman in a public 

house and stabbed her 

in the throat  

Francis Davies Stabbed 

girl friend 

Sent for trial 

1887 

August 

27 

Murder 

probably 

concealm

ent of 

birth 

Highway 

between 

Caterham 

and 

Godstone. 

Body of a 

male child 

which was 

found 

wrapped in 

a brown 

Dr: there were no 

marks of violence on 

the body. No food was 

found in the stomach. 

The lungs were very 

much decomposed but 

Coronerôs jury verdict 

child was still born 

 

Mother not traced 
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paper 

parcel 

floated readily with the 

heart in water but he 

was unable to say if the 

child had lived 

1887 

Septemb

er 22 

Murder 

x2 

Camberley 

Crosby 

Hill Lodge 

Wife Mrs 

Hannah 

Bowles 

and son 

Poisoned his wife and 

son 

 

Henry Bowles 53 

Death penalty 

1888 

January 

18 

Murder Byfleet Victim 

Chuter 

aged 67 

Chuter was 

a man of 

considerab

le means 

and had a 

good deal 

of cottage 

property in 

the district 

The son went out in the 

evening and when he 

returned he found his 

dead father lying inside 

the back door with his 

head battered in and 

the whole apartment 

giving the appearance 

of a slaughterhouse. 

Near the body lay a 

poker that had been 

taken from an 

adjoining room and not 

far away was a carving 

knife, which had last 

been seen in the 

kitchen drawer from 

where the murder had 

apparently taken it 

 

Undetected 

1888 

March 

10 

Attempt

murder 

Guildford Wife 

Harriett 

Pink 

ñHe had struck his dear 

wife with a hammer.ò 

The officer went to a 

bedroom where the 

wife was propped up in 

bed and appeared 

insensible. There was a 

large wound on the 

crown of her head, 

which was very much 

swollen. 

Edward Pink bricklayer 

10, Pannell Terrace 

(believed Guildford) 

 

Not know if she 

survived 

1888 

April 26 

Central 

Criminal 

Court  

Murder Redhill William 

George 

Noakes 16 

months a 

the 

youngest 

of four son 

of a man 

named 

Jenkins 

I found the prisoner in 

bed, with her infant 

child lying beside her, 

lying obliquely across 

the bed with its face 

turned towards its 

mother. I found the 

child's throat was cut 

Ann Noakes (36) a 

widow mother of four 

Not Guilty on the 

ground of insanity at 

the time of the 

commission of the 

offence. Ordered to be 

detained until Her 

Majesty's pleasure he 

known 

1888 

August 

24 

Murder Guildford Unknown Found on August 24 in 

a brown paper parcel 

lying on the railway 

near the station in 

Guildford 

Supposed to be a part 

of the body of the 

woman in a trunk 

found at the new police 

barracks at Whitehall. 

Undetected  

1888 

Septemb

er 5 

Attempte

d murder 

Hookwood Mrs Smith 

wife 

Servant in the employ 

of Mr Addison living 

apart from her husband 

answered a knock at 

John Smith aged about 

33 

Husband shot wife then 

killed himself 
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her masterôs door, 

when she encountered 

her husband who shot 

her then shot himself. 

1888 

Nov 25  

Murder Wotton Gamekeep

er William 

Groombrid

ge 

He and six others were 

watching on the 

morning of Sunday 

November 25 and 

about three heard shots. 

They went in the 

direction and saw two 

men standing six or 

seven feet apart. The 

witness seized Edwards 

and he was secured. He 

saw Groombridge run 

past and immediately 

after saw a flash and 

heard the report of a 

gun. He and his father 

went down the ride and 

there found 

Groombridge dying 

James Stevens, alias 

Love alias Palmer 

Tickner, Parker and 

Finister  

James Stevens (62) 

pleaded guilty to an 

indictment for the 

wilful murder of 

William Groombridge.  

Other evidence 

followed and the jury 

returned a verdict of 

manslaughter. Sentence 

was deferred 

1888 

Probably 

connects 

with 

above  

Murder Ockley Gamekeep

er 

Failure of the police to 

secure   poacher who 

shot the gamekeeper. A 

day or two after the 

murder  

The minions of the law 

were very close upon 

the track of the man 

who is appropriately 

called ñFinisherò and 

that had c people been   

prompt with 

information, his 

capture would have 

been the result. 

1889 

January 

10  

Murder Godalming Emily Joy 

18 

girlfriend 

due to be 

married 

Girl was overcome, 

outraged (raped) and 

strangled 

Ebenezer Samuel 

Weatcroft Jenkins 20 

assumed name 

Wheatcroft hung 

1890 Manslau

ghter 

Horley Cox a 

domestic 

servant 

Killed servant Mrs Brown 

1890 

May 19 

Murder The 

Bourne, 

Farnham 

Child 

Mclean 

A woman named 

McLean the wife of a 

tailor living in the 

Bourne, Farnham, 

attempted to murder 

one of her children 

Superintendent Pike of 

was passing at the time 

and took the woman 

into custody. The child 

is not expected to live 

1890 

July 18 

Attempt 

murder 

The parties 

are 

members 

of a gypsy 

Mr Ball  Quarrelled with 

husband and he struck 

her. She   complained 

her father the other 

Emma Ball and Charles 

Dykes were charged 

the former with 

wounding her husband 
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camp 

numbering 

almost 

400, which 

has 

recently 

been 

pitched in 

the 

neighbourh

ood of 

Newham, 

Addlestone

.43 

prisoner who took 

reaping hook with 

which to slay her 

husband. Armed with 

that weapon and a 

knife she proceeded to 

carry out the deed.  She 

threw the knife at her 

husband but missed 

and then it is alleged 

attacked him with the 

hook, inflicting terrible 

injuries upon his throat. 

with intent to cause 

him grievous bodily 

harm and the latter with 

being an accessory 

before the fact. 

1890 

August 

31 

Murder Bisley Private 

soldier 

Thomas 

Talbot 

alias 

Townsend 

Scots 

Guards   

Saw prisoner as he 

came from behind a 

hedge saying he had 

been hiding from 

soldiers who had 

attacked him. He had 

been out to meet his 

wife when they had 

attacked him. He went 

indoors and fetched a 

gun and in another 

scuffle with the 

soldiers the gun went 

off the charge entering 

Talbotôs body. The 

sergeant said that 

Collyer 

James Collyer  a 

gardener was charged 

with manslaughter at 

Chertsey Police Court 

yesterday morning with 

causing the death of a 

private soldier Thomas 

Talbot alias Townsend 

Scots Guards  by 

shooting him on 

September 1. Acquitted 

of manslaughter 

1890 

Septemb

er 3  

Attempt 

murder 

Egham Shot at and 

seriously 

wounded a 

bean-

feaster 

named 

Alfred 

Joslin of 

London by 

the side of 

the 

Thames on 

Sunday 

afternoon 

Abele produced a 

revolver and said, 

ñStand back, or I will 

fire.ò He immediately 

discharged the weapon 

three times in rapid 

succession. 

Nave Abele ñI have not 

shot anyone. I was 

brutally assaulted with 

my wife by about 

twenty men and I fired 

to frighten them but not 

with the intention of 

killing anyone.ò He 

was remanded 

Committed for trial 

1890  Attempt 

murder 

Farnham Baby 

McLean 

Cut throat of her child Mclean 

1891 

January 

Murder Maker's 

Siding, 

Baby aged 

13 months 

"I have lowered my 

baby into a well at my 

Lonen or Lynnon 24 

killed her child. Guilty 

 
43 1890 July 18 The Standard 
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10 at 

Central 

Criminal 

Court  

Westwood, 

Normandy 

drowned in 

water tank 

niece's house, it was 

dark when I did it, 

about 7 o'clock."   

but insane.  

Detained until Her 

Majesty's pleasure be 

known 

1891 

August 8 

Murder In a field at 

St Johnôs 

College, 

Leatherhea

d. 

Ellen Cox 

aged 57 

found with 

a wound to 

the throat 

The deceased made a 

statement that three 

young men had 

assaulted her one of 

whom afterwards cut 

her throat.   

Undetected 

1891 

August 

18 

Murder 

x2  

Lingfield Murdered 

a child 

three years 

ago by 

administeri

ng poison. 

He is reported to have 

told a constable that he 

poisoned his wife and 

child three years ago 

and he had attempted 

to commit suicide three 

times 

A gardener named 

Faulkner 

1892 

July 25 

Murder Camberley Mrs North Upon returning home 

from the military 

manoeuvres on Friday 

evening the parties 

quarrelled and the 

accused broke his 

wifeôs nose, bumped 

her head on the brick 

floor and threatened to 

cut her head off with a 

chopper, afterwards 

battering her face 

beyond recognition 

with a ring he wore on 

his finger. The police 

had some trouble in 

preventing the prisoner 

when arrested from 

being lynched. He was 

remanded 

Henry North killed his 

wife 

1892 

October 

3 

Murder  Guildford Baby 

Garrett or 

Jarrett.  

The cause 

of death 

was not 

drowning 

but 

suffocation 

prior to the 

baby being 

placed in 

the water. 

The body was found in 

the river and the 

accused informed a 

policeman that she 

gave it to an onion 

vendor to throw away. 

Emma Garrett or Jarrett  

1893 Conceal Not known Baby Conceal the birth of her Harriett Georgina 
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Central 

Criminal 

Court  

ment may not be 

Surrey 

Constab  

Williams child by a secret 

disposition of its dead 

body  

Amelia Williams aged 

twenty pleaded guilty 

to unlawfully 

endeavouring to 

conceal the birth of her 

child.  Guilty three 

days in prison 

1893 

Central 

Criminal 

Court  

Manslau

ghter  

Not known 

may not be 

Surrey 

Constabula

ry 

Baby 

Benjamin 

Baker 

Guilty Jane Ann Trelawny 

Baker aged thirty-two 

pleaded guilty to the 

manslaughter Three 

days in prison 

1893 

June  

Murder 

x2 

Reigate  Infant 

children  - 

female 

twins. 

Minnie 

May Wells 

and Lilly 

Mary 

Wells 

Sentence of death - 

sentence commuted to 

life in prison 

Minnie Wells murder 

of her two infant 

children now in 

Newgate Gaol under 

sentence of death for 

the had her sentence 

commuted to life in 

prison 

1893 

July 22 

Murder/

manslaug

hter 

Thursley 

Green 

Harvey 

Bennett 

Erysipelas 

set in 

(acute 

infection) 

and he 

died a few 

days later. 

Death was 

caused by 

a fracture 

to the 

skull. 

Deceased   seen 

arguing with a man a 

and a gypsy 

subsequently thrashed 

him down. PC   met   

deceased as he was 

being helped home 

when appeared to be 

very drunk. The officer 

later found the 

deceased lying by the 

road near the Vicarage 

and with assistance 

conveyed him home 

and washed and 

bandaged a wound to 

the back of his head 

Officer has since seen a 

gypsy named Job 

Matthews who said the 

deceased made a very 

indecent remark about 

his mother and 

knocked him down 

1894 

May 18 

Murder 

and 

suicide 

Hare Hill, 

Chertsey 

Murdered 

her sister 

Daisy 

Haslett 

aged nine 

Poisoned a younger 

sister and herself  

Ella Amelia Haslett 

living father William 

Haslett a bricklayer 

Suicide 

1894 

August 3 

Attempt 

murder 

and 

suicide 

Horley Walter 

Flowers. 

Mr 

Flowers 

identified 

the 

deceased 

as a man 

The witness rode up to 

him and said, ñYou 

have a fine machine 

there.ò The deceased 

made no reply and 

spurted away. The 

witness rode after him 

for about 50 yards and 

Fired a pistol then 

committed suicide 
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he had 

refused to 

hire a 

bicycle to 

in 

Brighton.  

Riding a 

bicycle 

from 

Brighton to 

London 

and shortly 

before 

reaching 

Horley, a 

he saw the 

deceased 

riding one 

of his 

machines. 

the deceased seeing he 

was to be overtaken 

deliberately drew a 

revolver from his 

breast pocket and when 

within three feet of 

him, fired at his head. 

Two of the bullets 

passed, one over his 

right shoulder and the 

other over his head 

whilst the third 

penetrated his coat 

sleeve and grazed his 

elbow. 

1895 

January 

7 Central 

Criminal 

Court 

 

Attempt 

murder 

Weybridge Lilian Kirk 

Her 

masterôs 

child aged 

four and a 

half years 

old girl for 

whom she 

was a 

nursemaid 

Domestic servant 

Isabella Huster was 

remanded on a charge 

of attempting to murder  

 

Isabella Hutsher or 

Huster aged 76.  Tied 

two handkerchiefs 

around the childôs neck 

and thrust it into a 

small tank. Child 

released from this 

dangerous position.  

Was of sound mind; 

eighteen months' hard 

labour 

1895 

February 

28 

Murder Guildford Mrs 

Tickner 

Died from injuries 

caused by her husband 

who is stated to have 

attacked her with a bill-

hook 

Mr Tickner  

1896 Manslau

ghter  

Horne, 

Lingfield 

Salome 

Winchester 

aged 52  

There was a row, the 

child left the house and 

came back and threw a 

stone at his mother 

hitting her on the 

breast. 

Son Winchester aged 

14 Guilty ï sent to 

assizes 

1897 

March 

10 

Murder Catteshall 

Lane, 

Godalming 

Random 

boy child 

murder age 

5 Ernest 

Packer 

Attempts 

had been 

made to 

outrage 

The man was lying 

close to the naked boy 

whose throat had been 

cut. PC found a table 

knife covered in blood, 

and the prisonerôs 

hands were also blood 

stained. 

Ernest Travers a 

seaman aged fifty of no 

fixed abode  

The jury found the 

prisoner guilty but said 

he was not responsible 

for his actions and he 

was detained during 

Her Majestyôs 
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Date Offence Location Victim  Comments Result 

(rape) the 

child 

pleasure.44 

1897 

April 25 

Central 

Criminal 

Court  

Manslau

ghter 

Bagshot Emily Jane 

Popejoy 

aged 

seventeen.   

 

Killed her servant by 

abuse  

The girl returned home 

to Bagshot where over 

Christmas she became 

very ill and died of her 

wounds. Nichols was 

her mistress. 

Camilla Nicholls,  

7 years penal servitude 

1897 

Septemb

er 19 

Murder 

or 

suicide? 

Godalming

Ormond 

Road, 

Tulse Hill 

where 

deceased 

was in 

service 

Victim 

Esther 

Parvin 

aged 28 

The superintendent and 

PC Galloway went to 

the house and forced 

the bedroom door 

where they found the 

woman in a kneeling 

posture by her bed. The 

doctor was unable to 

say why she died. 

The whole 

circumstances are 

shrouded in mystery 

1897 

Septemb

er 20 

Murder Witley in a 

field near 

the Star 

Inn, 

Wheeler 

Street, 

Witley. 

George 

Beechen a 

native of 

Sussex 

At an early hour on 

Saturday morning the 

body of a man was.  

Beechen a poacher left 

home the previous 

evening to go on a 

poaching expedition. 

The cause of death is 

unknown 

1898 

January 

5 

Sus death In the 

grounds of 

Hindhead 

House, 

Hindhead 

Man aged 

about 40 

The body bore no 

marks of violence 

Male found dead 

1898 Sus death Fox Hills, 

Ash 

Womanôs 

head found 

No body found Unknown 

1898 

March 6 

Murder Farnham Edith Mary 

Alice 

Trigg aged 

two years 

female 

illegitimate 

child 

drowned in 

ditch  

The body of the child 

was found embedded in 

the mud of a ditch and 

it is alleged that the 

accused was seen 

paddling with her 

hands there 

Alice Trigg committed 

for trial ï acquitted 

The verdict was an 

occasion for an 

uproarious scene. No 

sooner had it been 

delivered than the 

people both in the court 

and outside with almost 

one accord, 

commenced cheering. 

1898 

May 28 

Murder Ottershaw Death of 

an 

Englishma

n named 

Underwoo

Mr Fletcher in whose 

garden the deceased 

was found heard groans 

and saw a man with a 

slouched hat walking 

Lutonio (sic) Pucci and 

Cesina Belarini (sic) ï 

organ grinders - Italian 

s Committed for trial 

Stabbed a youth in a 

 
44 1897 13 June: Lloyds Weekly Sunday 
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Date Offence Location Victim  Comments Result 

d down the hill. He went 

downstairs but 

Underwood died 

almost immediately  

 

fight 

1898 

August 

28 

Sus death Oxted 

Green, 

Witley 

Young 

married 

woman 

named 

Courtuage 

aged 24 

 Inquest adjourned 

1898 

October 

27 

Attempt 

murder 

Train 

Windsor to 

Woking 

Harry Ives 

a navvy 

was found 

unconsciou

s on the 

floor of a 

third class 

compartme

nt, his 

kerchief 

tied so 

tightly 

around his 

neck that 

he was 

almost 

strangled 

When able to speak he 

reported that he had 

been travelling with 

another navvy who 

tried to murder him and 

who after rifling his 

pockets got out at 

Virginia Water 

Police arrested William 

Brown at Virginia 

Water charged him 

with attempted murder 

sent to Central 

Criminal Court. Tried 

to strangle an 

acquaintance 

1899 

October 

1 

Murder Woking Killed her 

child Dyer 

Prisoner left her 

lodgings where later 

the body of a baby was 

found in a box. in a 

shed by police 

Annie Dyer 23  

Committed to the 

Surrey Assizes-  

After evidence was 

given the accused was 

acquitted. There was 

some applause in the 

court 

1900 

January 

30 

Murder Not clear ï 

Surrey and 

Hants 

involved 

but inquest 

at Military 

Hospital in 

Aldershot. 

That may 

be because 

victim a 

soldier 

rather than 

coronerôs 

area or 

Private 

John 

Adams 43, 

of the 4th 

East 

Surrey 

Regiment 

Adams was found in a 

ditch outside the 

canteen of his regiment 

in an insensible 

condition with serious 

wounds to the head. He 

was taken to hospital 

where he died without 

regaining 

consciousness. 

Three soldiers from the 

same regiment were 

arrested and taken 

under escort to the 

inquest 
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Date Offence Location Victim  Comments Result 

attack in 

Surrey and 

death in 

Hampshire

. 

1900 Murder 

Maybe as 

30 

January 

above 

Woking Four 

soldiers 

 Kicked another soldier 

to death 
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Appendix D 

 

How Come Members of the Surrey 

Constabulary Have a Pension? 

 

 

 

Introduction  

 

In just a few years all members of the former Surrey Constabulary with appropriate 

service will be in receipt of a pension to which they contributed a significant 

proportion of their salary, most for thirty years. Consequently there is at least one 
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issue that combines the interest of all those retired police officers, and for which they 

are truly thankful, is their pension. 

It is surprising to discover that pensions have been a part of the public service for a 

considerable time including 1642 when Customs and Excise staff were able to receive 

a pension upon retirement.45 

Royal Navy pensions were first instituted by William III  in 1693 and regularly 

established by an order in council of Queen Anne in 1700. Since then the rate of 

pensions has undergone various modification and alterations. In addition to the 

ordinary pension there are also good-service pensions, Greenwich Hospital pension 

and pensions for wounds.46 

From 1692 until 1955, all Army pensions were administered by and paid from the 

Royal Hospital Chelsea, which is why all Army pensioners were often referred to as 

Chelsea Pensioners. Those who lived 'Out', in the UK or abroad and received their 

pension in cash from agents around the country were known as Out-Pensioners. Over 

time, the term Out-Pensioner fell out of common usage and, in more recent times, it's 

only those Pensioners who retire to and live within the Royal Hospital who are 

now officially known as Chelsea Pensioners. 47 

A police officer was one of the first working class occupations to have some sort of 

pension.48 It is clear that prior to the New Police of 1829 there was a superannuation 

fund maintained by the Bow Street Magistrates. Certainly in 1814 there was a system 

of superannuation49 for members of the Bow Street Patrole50 and Principal Officers. 

Accounts maintained meticulously by chief clerks show the cost of pensions and 

annuities to wives of members of the Patrole as well as sick pay.51 When the 

Metropolitan Police was formed and much of the Bow Street operations ceased some 

transferred voluntarily to the new police whilst others were dismissed or 

superannuated. 52 

For sixty years from 1829 until 1890 members of the new police force had no 

unqualified entitlement to a pension. Probably most recruits hoped eventually to 

qualify for one but only a small proportion outside London succeeded in doing so. 

Even when a man had served long enough and had reached the minimum pensionable 

age of sixty, the justices in the county or the watch committee in the Boroughs (who 

had to obtain the permission of the town council) still retained complete discretion 

whether or not to grant a pension, and also to determine its amount, subject to a fixed 

maximum. Many authorities paid scant regard to the need to obtain actuarial 

 
45 https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C5615 
46 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pensions_in_the_United_Kingdom#Royal_Navy 
47 https://www.chelsea-pensioners.co.uk/what-chelsea-pensioner 
48 ñThe Great British Bobbyò Clive Emsley Page 6 
49 Regular payment made into a fund by an employee towards a future pension. 
50 Patrole was how it was named; they went on patrol 
51 ñPolicing from Bow Streetò Kennison and Cook 2019 page 75 
52 ñPolicing from Bow Streetò Kennison and Cook 2019 page83 
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assessments and when the first generation of policemen was due for retirement local 

superannuation funds were commonly discovered to be insolvent. The early reports of 

the inspectors of constabulary constantly drew attention to the need for placing these 

funds on a sound financial basis and for conferring an absolute right to a pension, but 

many years passed before effective action was taken. 53 

In London the Metropolitan Police had from 1829 enjoyed a firm expectation to a 

generous pension introducing certain benefits on disablement for London officers 

ñworn out by length of serviceò. Much effort during the second half of the nineteenth 

century was directed at placing the provincial police in a similar favourable position.54 

The 1829 Metropolitan Police Act contained a power to grant a pension but no 

absolute right was conferred and no scale prescribed and no provision made for a 

superannuation fund until 1839. This was then funded out of contributions of not 

more than 2İ per cent from officerôs pay together with ñcertain fines, fees and 

legaciesò including deductions from pay, fines for misconduct, and fines imposed by 

the courts for drunkenness and assaults on police. The Act authorised the dividends 

from the fund to be paid out in pensions for not less than 15 years service. The 

pensions were not to exceed half pay if for less than twenty years service, and not in 

any case to exceed two thirds pay. No pension was payable under the age of sixty 

except on medical grounds.55 56 

In1862 the pension scale was altered, in effect reduced, to two thirds of earnings after 

28 years and two-fifths after twenty years, and three-tenths after 15 years. The 

discretionary principle remained.57 

The scale of pensions awarded was too generous for the funds to support. Men were 

enabled to retire, for example on a two-thirds pension after only twenty-four years 

service. The revenue to maintain the fund was never sufficient and by 1856 the capital 

was exhausted. Parliamentary authority was then granted for any deficiency to be met 

out of the Police Fund. Parliament and the following year the Home Office authorised 

the deficiency to be made good from the Metropolitan Police Fund. As a result the 

Metropolitan Police scheme was put on a firm foundation.58 

The pressure on both the police and government were to turn ñmightò award to ñshallò 

award!  

 

 

 
53 ñHistory of Police in England and Walesò TA Critchley 1979 page 168 
54 ñHistory of Police in England and Walesò TA Critchley 1979 page 168 
55 ñHistory of Police in England and Walesò TA Critchley 1979 page168 
56 ñThe Queenôs Peaceò David Ascoliò1979 page 114 
57 ñThe Queenôs Peaceò David Ascoliò 1979 page 164 
58 ñHistory of Police in England and Walesò TA Critchley 1979 page 169 
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Surrey Constabulary Fund 

By 1851 when the Surrey Constabulary was formed legislation of 1840 required the 

establishment of a superannuation fund. 59 The Fund was maintained not by the 

county treasurer working to the police authority but under the control and discretion 

of the chief constable. The fund was paid into by 6d a week stoppages from pay and 

added to by a range of sources including rewards and discipline fines. Of the first 

seventy men appointed only five served long enough to receive a pension; twenty-

nine were dismissed before they served a year and a large number of the others were 

dismissed or resigned over a short time.60 Of the first 98 men appointed only twelve 

served long enough to receive a pension including two ill-health pensions; three died 

one being beaten to death. A further 17 were dismissed with four more required to 

resign in the first 13 months of the life of the Surrey Constabulary. 61 62 

The wife of a policeman who died in service might be granted up to two thirds of a 

yearôs pay provided he had been in the superannuation fund for three years. 63 This 

was a one off payment as was the case with the widow of PC Mason of the Surrey 

Constabulary who in 1860 was injured on duty and later died. 

Nationally boroughs presented the worst picture of all. The Municipal Corporations 

Act 1835 authorised the borough treasurer to pay pensions but made no provision for 

a superannuation fund and an Act of 1848 enabled but did not compel councillors to 

establish a fund. Most boroughs chose not to do so. A further Act of 1859 made the 

establishment of a superannuation fund obligatory and required its solvency to be 

guaranteed by the borough rate fund.64 

Within the Surrey Constabulary, except for the inspectors and superintendents who 

were already police officers of experience in other forces, no one joined above third 

class constable. There was no shortage of recruits although as always, the pay was 

poor, seventeen shillings a week, and the conditions harsh. One of the attractions was 

the pension but the pull of the pension did not overcome the huge number of 

disciplinary dismissals. The turnover in manpower was very high in all Forces with 

the Metropolitan Police losing 33.5% in the early years. 

Surrey Constabulary General Orders 

In 1851 May 28, Surrey Constabulary General Order 42 clearly establishes the 

independence of the Superannuation Fund.  ñThe Chief Constable directs that in all 

cases where half the fine is awarded to the informant, and that informant is a police 

constable, Superintendents will request the Magistrates Clerk to be good enough to 

 
59 ñHistory of Police in England and Walesò TA Critchley 1979 page 169 
60 ñA Hundred Years of the Surrey Constabularyò Durrant page 7 
61 ñPolicing Rural Surreyò Robert Bartlett www.surrey-constabualry.com page 322 
62 Defaulters Book SCC Archives Woking 
63 ñHistory of Police in England and Walesò TA Critchley 1979 page 169 
64 ñHistory of Police in England and Walesò TA Critchley 1979 page170 
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hand that amount over to them, instead of paying it to the County Treasurer with other 

monies, as the moity65 of all fines go to the Superannuation Fund, which is a distinct 

account, and one which with which the County Treasurer has nothing to doò. 

Another source of revenue for the Fund was set out in 1853 in a March 8 Surrey 

Constabulary General Order 94: ñWith reference to the practice in other counties 

Superintendents are directed to inform Inspectors and Constables of their respective 

Divisions that as new clothing for the year 1853 will shortly be served out to them, 

they will become entitled to that which was supplied to them in the year 1851 upon 

payment of the sum of four shillings each, and next year to that for the year 1852 

upon payment of the sum of two shillings and six pence and so on in future years. The 

amount accruing from this source will be paid into the Superannuation Fund, and 

Superintendents are to deduct from this monthôs pay the above mentioned sum for the 

year 1851, and forward the same to this office in the usual courseò. 

There may have been a Fund but it was not set up to pay an annuity to the widow of 

an officer killed on duty, as was Inspector Donaldson in 1855. A public subscription 

was begun on behalf of the late inspector's family, and later a petition was sent to the 

Home Secretary asking that his widow might receive a pension. At Dorking, where 

the Donaldsonôs were still remembered, Superintendent Page opened a separate 

appeal fund. Later in the year a public meeting resolved to invest the sum collected in 

Government Bonds, and to pay the interest to Mrs Donaldson during her lifetime, and 

after her death to share out the capital sum amongst the children.  

Lord Lovaine, chairman of the police committee of Surrey, made the request to the 

Home Secretary, Sir George Grey, for a pension for William Donaldson's widow but 

was unsuccessful. It took a year and a county court order taken out by Mrs Donaldson 

to release any benefit from the subscriptions of £200 (£19,765 today) held by the 

trustees at Haslemere by way of interest from government stocks, which included a 

small cash payment to clear her debts. Mrs Donaldson and family left Haslemere in 

September 1856 moving to the Spring Gardens, Dorking where she and her daughters 

were to endeavour to obtain a living by needlework, later moving to Falkland Road in 

a town where the highly regarded William Donaldson had been head of the Dorking 

Police for thirteen years.66 

Mrs Donaldson and her children 

Jean Pelham wrote in 2011 that Mrs Donaldson gathered her children about her and 

left Haslemere forever. During her husband's service in the Surrey Constabulary the 

family had moved to a fresh posting each year, and the constant upheaval had made it 

difficult for them to establish personal relationships, as it was intended to do. Even 

before William Donaldson's career with the County Force ended so tragically, his 

 
65 Each of two parts into which a thing is or can be divided 
66 Email 10 June 2019 Henry Pelham descendant of William Donaldson 
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wife must often have longed for the settled home and good friends they had known 

during their thirteen happy years at Dorking. Now, in the first anguish of her 

bereavement, it was to the kind hearts of the Mole Valley that she turned again. The 

census of 1861 shows Mrs Donaldson was living in Falkland Road, Dorking, still a 

pleasant part today. She is shown as having independent means, so it is to be hoped 

that the various funds, together with anything that a grateful nation or county might 

contribute, were sufficient to enable her to live comfortably. Of her five children, 

John and Elizabeth were living at home, while David, the eldest, was in private 

service in the town. During the 1860s both John and his sister Mary Ann were married 

from the house, John to an Elizabeth Taylor and Mary Ann to a James Cooke. The 

marriage register records the name and occupation of each person's father. It must 

have been a matter of pride, as well as sadness, for them to put down67 

Contributions to the Superannuation Fund were the subject of a further order in 1858 

on 25 October, Surrey Constabulary General Order 141: ñThe Chief Constable having 

ascertained that it is the practice in some counties in cases where rewards are allowed 

to the Constabulary for the apprehension of deserters etc., to appropriate one half of 

the rewards to the Superannuation Fund, allowing the constable to retain the other; 

and likewise taking into consideration the fact that the chance of obtaining rewards 

are confined to a very small proportion of the Force, in consequence of their being 

stationed in places through which Deserters and others are likely to pass, he has 

resolved to constitute a fund for the reward of good conduct, the support of the 

Library, and for other such purposes as may benefit the Force generally, and to pay 

into such fund the half of all rewards received in future by the Constabularyò. 

1860s 

In the 1860s superannuation funds were generally poorly structured and remained 

uncertain. Officers complained that they were required to contribute to their pensions 

unlike soldiers and that the award of a pension still remained at the discretion of a 

borough watch committee or a county chief constable.68 

By 1860 police pensions were paid but of course Surrey officers could not have 

served in the county for more than nine years though it was possible to bring service 

from another force.  By then it was conceivable for a policeman retiring in Forces 

with 15 years service to be granted a pension of half pay. More than 15 years service 

could bring this up to 2/3rds. The wife of a policeman who died in service might be 

granted up to 1 yearôs pay provided he had been in the superannuation fund for three 

years. The might was not acted on in the case of PC Masonôs widow as set out below. 

One major issue was justices lacked and often did not seek sound administrative and 

financial advice in exercising their discretion whether to grant a pension.  In 1866 and 

 
67 Jean Pelham whose husband is a descendant of Williamson email November 2011 
68 ñThe Great British Bobbyò Clive Emsley page 173 
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again in 1877 nationally, the county police superannuation funds were often insolvent. 

The deficiency was generally made good out of police rates.69 

The death of PC Allan Mason 

Five years after the killing of Inspector Donaldson there was again a police widow 

and mother in need of help and support. No newspaper records about the attack have 

been found but the Surrey Comet did report his death in the edition of 7th January 

1860 the day of the funeral: 

ñDeath of a Policeman ï A policeman of the Surrey Constabulary Allan Mason, who 

had been stationed at Cobham for some years, and was greatly respected both by the 

inhabitants and the members of the force, died on December 29th, having broken a 

blood vessel in his lungs some short period before.  In July last he was violently 

assaulted by a deserter, and this is presumed to have brought on the illness.  He was 

interred this day, Saturday, and followed to his grave by a number of his late brother 

officers whose feelings evidenced they had lost a friend and a brother to whom they 

were sincerely attachedò.70 

Allanôs death was reported to the next Epiphany sitting of the Quarter Sessions. The 

Sessions were told that he had died of a ruptured blood vessel a few weeks before, 

and that his previous reduced state of health was attributed to a violent assault 

committed upon him by a deserter in July. The terrible loss left Ann a widow in need 

of urgent help to care for her three children, Ann, aged 8, Allan 7, and Agnes one 

year.  The Quarter Sessions had the power to grant her up to two thirds (£35) of 

Allanôs annual pay and the chief constable at the Epiphany sitting on 7th January 1860 

proposed that they did so. He added that Police Constable Mason had six years 

service, and ñ died in consequence of injuries he had received in the performance of 

his duties in Julyò (1859). ñHe had been very steady while in the force and had left a 

widow commendable swiftness and less than a month after Allanôs funeral, agreed 

that Ann be given £35 as a grant. It was not a pension because widowsô pensions for 

officers killed on duty would not to be introduced for another thirty years. 

Surrey Constabulary 1862 Instruction Book 

The Surrey Constabulary Instruction Book published by Captain Hastings in 1862 is 

probably the first of those books to survive. There was an instruction book in place 

just after formation in 1851 as it is referred to in General Orders, but a copy has not 

been found. The 1862 version addresses the Superannuation Fund: 

 

ñA deduction of 2 ½% per annum will be made from the pay of every member of the 

Force which sum together with the amount accruing from stoppages during sickness, 

and fines imposed upon constables for misconduct, as well as from any portion of the 

 
69 ñHistory of Police in England and Wales ñTA Critchley 1979 page169 
70 Surrey Comet reported his death in the edition of 7th January 1860 
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fines imposed by any Justices of the peace upon drunken persons, or for assaults upon 

police constable, and from moieties of fines and penalties awarded to informers ï 

being police constables ï on summary convictions, and all sums arising from the sale 

the constables worn out cast clothing, will from time to time be invested, and the 

interest and dividends thereof likewise , in such manner as the Justices in General or 

Quarter Sessions assembled, shall direct, and accumulate so as to form a 

superannuation fund; and this money will be applied, from time to time, for the 

payment of such superannuation retiring allowances or gratuities, as may be ordered 

by the Court of Quarter Sessions upon the recommendation of the Chief Constableò.71 

 

Page 49: ñThe conditions upon which retiring allowances are granted to members of 

the Constabulary, are as follows, viz: if the constable shall have served, with diligence 

and fidelity for fifteen and less than twenty years an annual sum not exceeding half 

his pay; if for twenty years and upwards, an annual sum of not more that two-thirds of 

his pay; provided always that he shall be under sixty years of age, it shall not be 

lawful to grant any such allowance, unless upon the certificate of the Chief Constable 

that he is incapable from infirmity of mind or body, to discharge the duties of his 

office; provided also, that if any constable be disabled from any wound or injury 

received in the actual execution of the duties of his office, it shall be lawful to grant 

him any allowance, not more than the whole of his pay; but nothing herein contained 

shall be construed to entitle any constable absolutely to any superannuation 

allowance, or to prevent his being dismissed without superannuation allowanceò. 

ñThe Justices may also, upon recommendation, and on the Chief Constable certifying 

that any constable who has not served so long as 15 years, is incapable from infirmity 

of mind or body, to discharge the duties of his office, order that such constable do 

receive, out of the superannuation fund, such sum in gross, as a gratuity upon his 

 
71 Page 48 
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retirement as to the said Justices may seem proper, they may likewise upon the 

recommendation of the Chief Constable, grant a gratuity to the widow of any 

constable who has died in the Service, provided the sum so granted do not exceed  the 

amount of one yearôs pay of such constable, and that he had contributed to the 

superannuation fund for a period of not less than three yearsò. 

 

 

Funding and resilience of the Funds 

Policing was not a political priority nationally and much was left to local magistrates 

to resolve. In the period 1859 to 1874, only one minor Act of Parliament was passed 

that affected the county and borough police forces of England and Wales, the 1865 

Police Superannuation Act. In the 1863/64 HMI report, Cartwright the Inspector 

brought attention to the state of the county pension funds. Although all counties had 

funds (under the Police Act 1840, section 11) the inadequacy of some of those funds 

was worrying. Cartwright suggested that fees for summons and warrants be used to 

augment the pension fund rather than being deposited for use in the general police 

fund. 72 

Pensions remained a problem along with a few other issues that were not resolved, 

because of a lack of parliamentary interest. The inspectorate reports for the years 

1864/65, 1865/66 and 1866/67 contained regular topics, consolidation of the small 

boroughs, either voluntarily or by compulsive legislation; the (now urgent) need for 

 
72 The History of HMIC ï the first 150 years page 27 
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an examination of the superannuation scheme for all forces, both county and borough; 

and the need for higher pay scales to stop the drift away from the Police Service. 73   

The Police Superannuation Act 1865, concerned the pension rights of only borough 

chief constables, and also gave the authorities power to award a lump sum in lieu of 

pension for constables under 60 in certain medical circumstances. This Act had no 

influence over the real question of superannuation, and was so minor that none of the 

inspectorate made any more than a passing reference to it in any of their reports.74 

Inactivity continued with an inspector in the 1873/74 still trying to have the matter 

given ñearly considerationò. 

During 1869 a departmental committee of the Home Office considered the scale of 

pensions to be excessive especially having regard to the lax way in which constables 

were passed for pension. They duly proposed a new scale starting at £14 after 15 

years service (less than half the previous figure) and rising to £40 after twenty-eight 

years (the same as the old maximum for 30 years). How the scheme was to be funded 

was not touched upon.75 

During the period of pension inactivity Superintendent Charles Hollington Surrey 

Constabulary late chief officer of the Guildford Borough Police retired on April 31 

1872. Hollingtonôs enrolment number was 82. He was born in 1813 in Muswell Hill 

north London he was aged 38 in November 1851 when he joined the Surrey 

Constabulary. Height 5 feet 10 inches, light brown hair, grey eyes with a scar on left 

brow. Married with no children. Served Metropolitan Police A Division 1837 -1841 

and Guildford Borough Police 1841-February 15 1851 appointed as a superintendent 

on £85 per annum first station in the Surrey Constabulary, Chertsey. Pension on 

retirement August 31 1872 ï Superannuated at the rate of £73 per annum after 35 

years service. 

In 1874 a report of the inspector of constabulary dated October 1, contained a 

summary of proposals, which had long been discussed and subject to considerable 

discussion and contemplation. In January 1875 Sir Henry Ibbotson wrote to the Home 

Secretary:  ñIf a Bill of this kind is necessary and I imagine it will be if the present 

grant to the Counties and Boroughs is to be altered in accordance with the promise of 

last year, I feel very strongly that there are several points in the administration of the 

force which could not be omitted without rendering the Bill open to grave attack ---- 

No Bill should I think omit dealing with the question of superannuation. At present 

there is no doubt the Superannuation funds generally, are either at the present or on 

the verge of being, insolvent, they are supplied now by certain fines payable to the 

fund and by contribution from the forces, but natural objection is made by the men 

who feel they are contributing funds which from their condition are hardly ever likely 

to be of benefit to them. On these funds becoming insolvent pensions must fall upon 
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the rates, as unless some system of pension is adopted in the present state of the 

question of labour, you will fail to keep a force together at all ----.76 

 

1875 Select Committee 

 

There was some movement with the establishment in March 1875 of a Select 

Committee ñto inquire into the Police Superannuation Funds in the Counties and 

Boroughs of England and Walesò. This was the first time in 25 years police had 

received attention at this level.77 Sir Henry Ibbetson was appointed as chairman. The 

Select Committee included Fairfax Cartwright, MP for South Northamptonshire the 

son of HMI William Cartwright. There were several suggestions in the report, but the 

outstanding one was that policemen should have the legal right to a pension if they 

fulfilled certain conditions. The report also called for the right to legal appeal if a 

pension was withheld. This, the main suggestion of the 1877 report, was exactly what 

the inspectors had been campaigning for since 1856; 21 long years before.  

The inspectors were looking forward to a Bill being introduced in Parliament as soon 

as possible. And Willis, in his inspectorsô report for 1876/77, said exactly that. The 

inspectors were hopeful. They were equally hopeful when, in the same year as the 

superannuation report was published the Municipal Corporations (New Charters) Act 

was passed. This was the first Act to lay down powers over police matters that were 

compulsory rather than advisory, as had been the case previously.78 

The Committeeôs 1877 recommendations included that pensions should be awarded as 

a matter of right after twentyïfive years service, that standard of pensions payable in 

the provincial police forces should be brought up to the level of the Metropolitan 

Police and that pensions should be a direct charge on the rates a provision that was to 

bring about the downfall of Police Bill of 1882. The same Bill was presented in 

several successive years but made no progress.  

In 1876 the mortality rate for the country policeman was nearly half what it was of the 

general population but it was much higher than this in the boroughs where after ten 

years service the urban policemanôs likelihood of dying was about level with the 

general male population. In both county and borough life expectancy decreased as 

years of service were clocked up. There was a high mortality rate in the first five 

years of pension, far higher than men of a corresponding age. 79 Lung diseases from 

poor weather and acute rheumatism were common complaints caused by the constant 

exposure to the elements, a major hazard of the policemanôs working life. 
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Retirements from the Surrey Constabulary 

Retirement of Superintendent Murtell 

October 21 1876 the retirement of Superintendent Murtell, Surrey Constabulary, 

appears to be the first man to receive a pension. After nearly 25 years service in the 

Surrey Constabulary Superintendent Murtell has resigned his appointment. He was 

appointed drill instructor to the force at its formation in January 1851 and has held the 

rank of superintendent for 20 years during which time he has had charge of Chertsey, 

Farnham and Godstone Divisions. Previous to this he served nearly 17 years in the 

army, having entered the service in 1832; was twice in India and discharged as a 

sergeant from the 10th Royal Hussars in 1849. He is now in his 63rd year and he retires 

on a pension of £120 9s as recommended by the Constabulary Committee at the 

Surrey Sessions on Tuesday. One of our contemporaries ingeniously adds ñDuring the 

long period Superintendent Murtell has been in the force he always won the respect 

and esteem of all with whom his duties brought him in contact.ò We are afraid that his 

ñdutiesò often brought him into contact with rogues and thieves and it is an open 

question whether he always ñwon the respect and esteemò of this fraternity. We know 

what our contemporary meant to say but the meaning is ambiguous. 80 Mr Murtell 

lived on his pension for about two and a half years. 

Numbers reaching pensionable service by 1880 were still very small, 16% of the 

annual turnover; if they stayed for five years there was hope of them staying longer.81 

(Interestingly this has always been seen as the difficult length of service when officers 

were likely to leave. The novelty had worn off, career potential recognised and shift 

work and role a hard slog; a harsh way to earn a living.) 

Some of the original Surrey Constabulary to receive a pension: 

Name Date joined Date 

Pensioned 

Pension Service/Date 

died 

Superintendent 

James Murtell 

13 Jan 1851 19 Oct 1876 £120 pa 25 years 

Died March 5 

1879 

2 ½ years 

PC George 

Rowland 

16 Jan 1851 1 April 1876 £120 pa  25 years 

service, died 

Feb 9 1877 
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Name Date joined Date 

Pensioned 

Pension Service/Date 

died 

10 months 

PC John Read 17 Jan 1851 31 March 1867   16 years 

service 

PC John Smith 11 Feb 1851 1 April 1874 £46.12s 0d pa 23 years 

service 

Superintendent 

Charles 

Hollington 

15 Feb 1851 

previously 

Metropolitan 

Police and 

Guildford 

Borough 

Police  

31 Aug 1872 £73 pa in 

Defaulterôs 

Register 

however 

newspaper 

report of £120 

9s pa 

 

35 years 

service 

PC George 

Lemon 

17 Feb 1851 31 March 1888 £50 3s 10d pa 37 years 

service 

William 

Lambert 

2 March 1851 31 July 1873 Ill health 

£45.12 10d pa 

22 years 

Superintendent 

Alfred 

Bungard 

11 March 1851 1 Jan 1890 £120 pa 49 years 

John Chapman 29 March 1851  

Metropolitan 

Police 13 

years, 

Godalming 

Borough 

30 Sept 1867 Seems to read 

1s 8d a day 

16 years (15 

Postings!) 

Superintendent 

Edward 

Redford 

1856 1 Nov 1891 £107 1s 4d pa 

to Mrs Redford 

a gratuity of 

£180 18s 8d. 

35 years 

service died 13 

Feb 1892 3 

months retired 
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Retirement PS 45 John Atkins 

PS 45 John Atkins was born at Warlingham in 1833 moving by 1841 with his family 

to Jolliffe Row, Merstham. The 1851 Census has him still living there working in the 

nearby chalk pits as a labourer. He married in 1854 Elizabeth Harbour aged only 19 

yet already a widow, her husband dying of TB the previous year. Joining the Surrey 

Constabulary on 1 May 1858 John was posted to Dunsfold moving in April 1860 to 

Compton where five years later he was promoted sergeant, one of the first to hold that 

rank in the county. In 1878 the family was moved to Frimley. John could not escape 

what seemed to be the policemanôs curse of drink receiving a reprimand for 

drunkenness in February 1865 a couple of months after his promotion to sergeant. 

Retiring from Frimley in 1881 with 23 years service with a pension which was 

roughly equivalent to that received as a wage by pit labourers.  

After retirement he lived at Holmwood working as the Common Keeper for 

Holmwood Common. When his wife died in 1903 John lived alone at Holmwood 

moving towards the end of his life to Haslemere where he died in 1917 aged 87. He 

had eight children two of whom died young. He was to live for 36 years and beat the 

policemanôs aspiration to receive a pension for longer than he served! 

Inspector John Gray 

1889 March 30: Surrey Quarter Sessions Newington. (Difficult to read report and 

figures may not be quite right) The committee discussed an application from the Chief 

Constable for a pension to be awarded to Inspector John Gray who had served the 

Surrey Constabulary for 35 years and was now incapable from frailty of the body to 

continue his duties.  He was appointed 29 January 1854 and resigned 31 January 

1889. A pension of £73 12s per annum was sought i.e. two thirds of his pay as from 

1February 1889. It was agreed to pay a pension of £12 3s 4d for two months 

pension.82 (6 x £12 3s 4d = annual pension) 

The pension question continued to be problematic. In the 1888/89 HMI report all the 

inspectors expressed concern that ñthe subject is a source of much anxiety to the 

Service generallyò. Fortunately, the government seemed to be supportive of the 

police. A Bill concerning police superannuation was introduced in Parliament, and 

this would eventually be passed as the Police Act of 1890. When this Bill was 

published, it was thought necessary to accompany it with a Memorandum in 

explanation of the Police Bill 1890, which succinctly summed up the convoluted 

history of the fight for police pensions.  
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Police Pensions Act 1890 

ñThe Police Bill now before the House of Commons is the outcome of a long series of 

effortsé In 1817, a Committee of the House of Commons reported on the subject of 

Superannuation in the Provincial and Metropolitan Forces. Following on this Report, 

Bills were introduced into the House of Commons in1882, 1883 and 1884 by Mr 

Hibbert, and in 1885 by Mr H. H. Fowler, while Sir W. V. Harcourt was Home 

Secretary, dealing with the whole subject. These Bills were framed after 

communication with the Commissioner of Metropolitan Police and with the local 

authorities of boroughs and counties. They none of them made much progress, being 

resisted by the advocates of relief to local taxation, who desired to receive a 

contribution to the cost of Superannuation from Imperial Funds. 83  

The present Government long had a Superannuation Bill in preparation. Its 

introduction has been delayed by the passing of the Local Government Act 1888, 

which created a new Financial Authority and a new Police Authority for the counties. 

It was thought desirable that these new authorities should have time to consider the 

subject, to become familiar with the financial condition of their localities, before an 

improved Superannuation Scheme was presented.  

ñThe time has now come when the question should be dealt with. The present Bill is 

largely founded on Mr Fowlerôs Bill of 1885. Its general effect may be concisely 

stated. It alters the superannuation system now existing in one fundamental respect. 

At present all pensions, both in the Metropolitan and Provincial Forces, are entirely at 

the discretion of the police authorities, who can grant or withhold a pension at 

pleasure, and who, in the provinces, have not in general bound themselves to any 

fixed rate of pension. The Bill gives to constables a legal right to pensions under 

certain defined conditions, and it gives them an appeal to a legal tribunal against the 

withholding or the forfeiture of their pensions for alleged misconduct.ò84 

Only one major dissenting voice was heard in the debates (Samuel Storey, MP for 

Sunderland), and so the Bill was passed on Tuesday 5 August 1890, becoming known 

as the Police Act 1890. The supreme achievement of this Act was that it gave a decent 

pension as a right to a policeman retiring after 25 years who fulfilled certain 

conditions.85 

After no less than fifteen years the recommendations of the committee set up in 1875 

were largely embodied in the 1890 Act. Every policeman gained a right to a pension 

after twenty-five years service or on medical grounds after fifteen years. Police 

authorities were free to settle the amount of pension within a prescribed maximum 

and minimum and to impose a minimum qualifying age, but the ordinary expectation 
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was that a man could retire after twenty-five years service with a pension amounting 

to three fifths of his pay whatever his age.86 

By 1890 parliamentary draftsmen were at work on a new Police Pensions Bill to be 

published 17 June 189187 during which time the second Metropolitan Police strike 

occurred. 

 

Police Act 1890 became law on the 14 August 1891. It did not meet the demands of 

Metropolitan Police officers in full but the economic climate ruled that out. A whole 

new pension structure properly funded and administered. The Act, which applied to 

all police forces in England and Wales allowed police authorities a measure of 

flexibility within a prescribed maximum and minimum. The Metropolitan Police rules 

were set down, no doubt similar to those to be adopted with the Surrey Constabulary 

area. 

1. All members of the force were to be given the legal right to a pension, without 

a medical certificate after twenty-five years service and without age 

qualification. 

2. If after fifteen years service a man was discharged on medical grounds he was 

entitled to a modified pension. 

3. If before fifteen years service a man is discharged on medical grounds the 

Commissioner at his discretion could grant him a gratuity. 

4. If at any time a man was medically discharged through injuries received in the 

execution of his duty he was entitled to a modified pension 

5. The widows and children of police officers dying from whatever cause during 

their service were covered by a system of pensions or gratuities. 

6. The maximum rates of pension were: two-thirds pay after twenty-six years, or 

three-fifths pay after 25 years. The rate for men discharged before completing 

twenty-five years were scaled down pro-rata. 

1891 January 10: Surrey Quarter Sessions: Standing Joint Committee 

Police Act 1890 Pensions and Gratuities: The committee had fully considered the 

Police Act 1890 and have resolved to adopt the maximum scale of pensions and 

gratuities provided by the Act. The committee had re-enacted and adopted the 

regulations in force with respect to the deductions from a constableôs service for 

misconduct or neglect of duty and with respect to stoppages of pay during sickness 

and fines for misconduct. The committee caused a copy of the new scale of pensions 

and gratuities to be given to every constable in the force, together with a notice 

requiring him to state in writing whether he did or did not accept the provisions of the 
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Act in lieu of the previous enactments respecting superannuations. The whole of the 

force have accepted the new provisions.88 

To fund this superannuation scheme an Exchequer grant of £300,00089 was authorised 

divided equally between the Metropolitan Police and provincial forces (the money 

came from excise duty on beer and spirits which the consumption of kept the police 

busy!) Any shortfall was to be made up by police revenues.90 

The pensions question was now adequately settled. The 1890 Police Act proved to be 

so good that generally it would be left alone until well into the 20th century.91  

Pension granted to Inspector Dennett 

The Committee have considered the recommendation of the Chief Constable that a 

pension be granted to Inspector James Henry Dennett who has served in the force for 

21 years and 7 months and who can no longer serve because of the infirmity of his 

body. Allowance of £55 per annum to take effect from January 189192 93 

A very brief time as a pensioner Superintendent Redford 

The retirement of Superintendent Redford Godstone 1891 November 14:  At the 

monthly pay day of the Godstone Division of the Surrey Constabulary Superintendent 

Redford was presented with an armchair and Mrs Redford with a silk umbrella by the 

officers and men of the division on the occasion of the formerôs retirement from the 

division. Inspector Brice in making the presentation on behalf of the men said, 

ñBrother officers and constables this is the last time we shall all meet Mr Redford our 

superintendent who has been in the service 35 years, 25 out of that time I have known 

him and I always found him to be kind to the men who served under him and all 

regret his leaving. I hope we shall find in Mr Bryant as good a man, which I believe 

we shall. I have now Mr Redford on behalf of the officers and men great pleasure in 

presenting you with this armchair as a mark of their esteem and respect, and we all 

trust that by kind providence you may live many years to have the pleasure of sitting 

in it and enjoying your pension.ò Addressing Mrs Redford Inspector Bryce said ñ I 

have also the pleasure on behalf of the men to present you with this umbrella and I 

trust you live to use it not just on rainy days but also on many sunshiny days.ò 

Mr Redford spoke in response very feelingly, ñMr Inspector Brice, sergeants and 

constables of the Godstone Division on behalf of Mrs Redford and myself I most 

heartily thank you for these nice presents that you have presented us with. I hope God 
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will spare us for many years to come to live amongst you, and that I shall have 

enjoyable rests in the old armchair. During the nearly 14 long years that I have been 

your superintendent we have always got on well together. You know as well as I do 

that a superintendent who is responsible for almost everything has a lot of things to 

make him off colour (testy) at times, but as I say we always got on well together. I 

thank you all for your cordial assistance at all time in helping me carry out the law 

and anyone who was present at the last bench day and listened to the kind remarks of 

the chairman could hear for themselves how satisfied all the magistrates were in 

which the duty has been carried out. You might be sure it was most gratifying to me. I 

ask you for your own sakes to do your duty fairly and you will have the respect of the 

magistrates as well as the respectable inhabitants in your several detachments. I also 

ask you to do your duty as well for your present superintendent as you have done for 

me and I am sure you will get on well together. I hope you all do well and get 

promotion. I must now say good-bye to the Surrey Constabulary police force.ò 94  

1892 January 23 Mr Ex-Superintendent Redford: It had been arranged on Monday 

evening for a dinner to honour the retirement of Superintendent Edward Redford from 

the Surrey Constabulary on what was his 56 birthday. Mr Redford had been unwell 

for some time and last Sunday he suffered a fit as he was coming down stairs. The 

idea of a dinner was therefore abandoned. At a small gathering at Ye Olde Whyte 

Harte Inne, Godstone the framed illuminated address was displayed:  This testimonial 

together with a purse of 90 guineas the result of the contributions of many friends 

collected by a committee and gentlemen whose names are attached was on the 18 

January 1892 at Ye Olde Whyte Harte Inne, Godstone presented on behalf of the 

subscribers by the Rev JS Hoare rector of the parish to Mr Edward Redford as a mark 

of esteem in remembrance of many years of faithful service as Superintendent in the 

Surrey Constabulary from which he retired on the 2 November 1891. (There follows a 

list of names and their contributions) Comments were made of the esteem in which 

the retired superintendent was held within the community.  A further testimonial had 

been made a few months ago to Mr Superintendent Redford from the officers and men 

of the Godstone Division, Surrey Constabulary, amounting to £5 4s 6d the subscribers 

being Inspector Brice, Sergeants Smith, Walters and Southcott, Police Constables 

Annells, Arney, Bowyer, Barber, Cole Dixon, Evans, Farr, Goodchild, Matthews 

Miles, Moore, Marshall, Povey, Richardson, Shakespeare, Shuttleworth, Springhall, 

Smith, Stanniforth, Sumner, Stevens, Tribe, Wedge, Weston, Risbridger.95  

1892 February 13: Death of Mr Redford: We regret to hear that Mr Edward 

Redford our respected ex-superintendent of the Godstone division Surrey 

Constabulary passed away on Wednesday. Mr Redford was a respected a man who 

ever wore police clothing, and the deepest sympathy is felt for her.96 1892 April 9: 
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Standing Joint Committee Surrey Quarter Sessions: Among other matters this 

committee reported that the Chief Constable having reported the death of Mr Edward 

Redford late superintendent of the Godstone Division who for more than 34 years was 

a meritorious officer of the Surrey Constabulary and who was awarded a pension of 

£107 1s 4d per annum which only took effect from 1 November 1891, the committee 

had determined to grant to Mrs Redford a gratuity of £180 18s 8d. 97 

Inspector Wood retires 

1892 October 1: Inspector Wood who since 1881 has been in charge of Leatherhead 

district is retiring at the end of next month on pension after 29 years service with the 

Surrey Constabulary. He joined the force as a constable in 1863 and was stationed at 

Reigate before the formation of the borough force, Guildford and Cranleigh. He was 

removed to Leatherhead on his promotion to an inspectorship in 1881. During his 

residence in the town he has gained the high esteem of the residents for the able 

manner in which he discharged his duties. He will probably be succeeded by PC 

Smith (sic) who is at present doing duty in the town.98.99 

PC Benjamin Bowyer a pension 

1893 April 8: Surrey Easter Quarter Sessions, Newington: A pension of £23 14s 

6d per annum on the basis of 20 years approved service out of an actual service of 25 

years and two months to take effect from 1 January 1893. It has since been reported 

that Bowyer served as a constable for 4 years with the Essex Constabulary before 

joining Surrey making a total of 29 years and two months the committee have 

reconsidered the amount of pension due to him. Bowyer is 50 years of age and has 

produced a medical certificate of incapacity to perform the duties of his office. The 

committee under all the circumstances had determined to grant Bowyer a pension of 

£36 15s 9d per annum being equal to 31/50 of his annual pay of £59 6s 3d to take 

effect from January 1 1893.100 

Gratuity to widow and child of the late PC Mark Carpenter 

The Chief Constable had reported the death from consumption (Tuberculosis) on 26 

February 1893 of PC Mark Carpenter. Carpenter was a very good constable served for 

a period of five years and six months from August 1887 to February 1893. Under the 

Police Act 1890 schedule one rule seven power is given to a police authority to award 

a gratuity to a widow and children of a constable not to exceed in the whole one-

monthôs pay for every completed year of service. The committee under this authority 
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had awarded to the widow and child of Carpenter whose average pay was £64 12s per 

annum a gratuity of £26 18s 4d.101 

Resignation of Inspector King 

1895 April 12: Surrey Quarter Sessions, Easter at Kingston County Hall: The Chief 

Constable had reported the resignation of Inspector Edwin J King. The officer joined 

the force in March 1858 and resigned in May 1864 to join the Government Convict 

Service in which he remained until March 1870 when he re-joined the Surrey 

Constabulary. He had served continuously in the force for 25 years but if his previous 

service of six years was added he had completed 31 years of service. His age was 56. 

The committee were of the opinion that as the inspector joined before the Police Act 

1890, which deals with previous service came into force, the whole period of 31 years 

should be taken into consideration in fixing the pension. Under these circumstances 

the committee had awarded to Inspector King who had been a meritorious officer, a 

pension of £78 per annum such sum as being equal to two-thirds of his pay of £117 

per annum, to take effect 31 March 1895. It should be borne in mind that in future no 

constable who had now left, or hereafter left the force, would be allowed to re-join it 

and count for pension his previous service in the force. The committee had directed 

the chief constable to issue a memorandum to this effect.102 

The Retirement of Chief Constable Hastings 

1899 July 1: Surrey Quarter Sessions at County Hall, Kingston upon Thames: 

Resignation of the Chief Constable: The Standing Joint Committee reported that they 

had received with much regret the following letter:  

Surrey Constabulary Guildford 1 June 1899  

To the Chairman of the Standing Joint Committee   

Sir,  

I have the honour to place my resignation as Chief-constable of the county in the 

hands of the committee to take effect from 31 August next. In doing so I beg to tender 

my grateful acknowledgement of the kind consideration and support, which I have at 

all times received from the committee during my long service of nearly 49 years. I 

have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient servant 

H.C.  Hastings 

Chief-constable of Surrey 

Captain Henry Cadogan Hastings was appointed to the post of chief constable at the 

General Quarter Sessions of the Peace for Epiphany 1851 held at the Sessions House 
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at Newington on 31 December 1850. He was the first chief constable of Surrey and it 

was his duty, at a period when there were few precedents from whom to seek 

guidance, to organise, equip, and regulate the police force of the county. That such 

work was well done was now of course a matter of history. The committee had 

unanimously adopted the following resolution: 

That the clerk be directed to write to Captain Hastings expressing the value attached 

by the committee to the eminent services of the first Chief-constable of Surrey during 

so long a series of years, and their regret that the time has arrived for the severance of 

the official connection between this committee and Captain Hastings.103 

The chairman of Surrey Quarter Sessions referred to the retirement of Captain 

Hastings and said they would have another opportunity he hoped, of showing to 

Captain Hastings what they thought of his grand service to the county but he did not 

think it right for the court to pass over the resignation without passing some resolution 

to put upon the records of the court. He thought they would agree with him that it was 

no small thing to be chief constable of Surrey, a county so wealthy and so near to 

London, and to have been responsible for the order and safety of that county with so 

much efficiency for something like half a century, and during the whole of that time 

to have carried on the police work of the county with so much efficiency and so much 

success, and without having suffered any serious damage to fall upon the county. To 

have carried out that work with the esteem and gratitude of all the Magistrates and 

others interested in the order of the county was a matter of which any man might well 

be proud.  Captain Hastings has rendered great service to the county, long and 

peaceful service in fact, and had spared himself on no occasion. Probably he had 

taken less holiday during his term of office than any man holding a like position. In 

his retirement he commanded their highest respect and esteem, and in order that the 

court might give expression to their feelings in the matter he would move that they 

adopt the resolution already passed by the Standing Joint Committee.104 

The committee has granted Captain Hastings a pension of £400 per annum being 

equal to two thirds of his pay and the maximum amount to which he was entitled 

under the pension scale in force in the county. The committee were making 

arrangements for filling the vacancy caused by Captain Hastingôs resignation.105 

1899 October 18: Boer War 

Police Reservists: At Surrey Quarter Sessions at Kingston yesterday Mr De Cetto one 

of the justices expressed a hope that any member of the Surrey Constabulary called 

upon to serve with the colours should be reinstated upon his return, and that the time 

he was absent should count in the time of his pension. The Chief Constable (Captain 

Le Sant) said the men would, as far as possible be taken on again on their return. The 

 
103 1899 July 1: Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
104 1899 July 1: Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
105 1899 July 1: Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com  

 

 476 

Chairman (Mr G Cave) said the Act affected the question of pensions but the 

committee would consider it.106 

PC 7 John George Barnes of the Guildford Borough Police was killed on 4 January 

1900 at Rensburg, Cape Colony, South Africa. No one from the Surrey Constabulary 

was lost.107 

Injury Pension 

1899 Court Dorking football riots: At the Surrey Quarter Sessions held on Tuesday at 

the County Hall, Kingston the Chief Constable of the Surrey Constabulary reported 

that Police Sergeant John Campbell who was seriously injured in the Shrove Tuesday 

football riots at Dorking had been certified as unfit for further duty in consequence of 

the injuries sustained and had accordingly resigned. Campbell attempted to stop the 

playing of football in the streets of Dorking when he was surrounded by a crowd and 

badly kicked about the body. He is now suffering from varicose veins in both legs and 

has repeated attacks of phlebitis. He has been 17 years in the police force. The court 

decided to award to Police Sergeant Campbell a pension of £46 16s 3d per annum. 

Captain Sant on Pensions 

The new Chief Constable of the Surrey Constabulary established the conditions of 

service within the newly published Surrey Constabulary Instructions where he made 

mention of the Fund on Page 7  

8. The constable shall receive his pay on such days as shall be appointed 

subject to a deduction of 2½ % towards the Superannuation Fund. 

9. The Chief Constable has the power to inflict a fine not exceeding one 

weekôs pay, on any member of the Force for neglect of duty or other 

misconduct, and such fine shall be deducted from the Constableôs pay and 

placed in the credits of the Superannuation Fund. 

Old Age Pension 

The Old Age Pensions Act 1908 provided a non-contributory pension for people over 

70 paying five shillings a week (worth around £14 today). At a time when the average 

life expectancy was 47, it was only available to men aged over 70.  

(The Old Age Pensions Act 1908 provided for the first UK state pensions, financed 

out of central taxation. The pension was 5 shillings a week (£26) or 7s.6d per week 

(equivalent to £38 today) for a married couple, starting 1 January 1909. It was means-

tested, with the full amount paid to those with incomes below £21 a year and reduced 

on a sliding scale for those with incomes between £21 (equivalent to £2200 today), 

and £31 and ten shillings. Initially, people needed to have been resident in the United 

 
106 1899 October 18: Morning Post 
107 www.surrey-constabulary.com Roll of Honour 
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Kingdom for 20 years and there were behavioural tests. For example, people could be 

disqualified if they had made themselves poor in order to qualify, had been 

imprisoned or convicted under the Inebriates Act). The qualifying age was 70. 

First World War  

Three Reigate Borough Police officers Sergeants Watson and Taylor and PC Stanwell 

were informed on June 21 1915 they had their right to retire on pension withdrawn for 

the period of the War. 108 

The plight of the police pensioners was highlighted during the First World War. Their 

pensions were fixed so when the value of the currency depreciated many suffered 

poverty and hardship. The police pension had been halved by wartime inflation 109 On 

October 1918 retired officers delivered a petition with 1400 signatures to the House of 

Commons for amendments to the Police Bill but it had little impact as the government 

had no wish to set a precedent for other public sector workers.110 

In 1919 on 1 March the government appointed a committee under the chairmanship of 

William Henry Grenfell, Baron Desborough to look into recruiting, conditions of 

service, the rates of pay, allowances and pensions. Following the Desborough Report 

police pensions were increased in line with a pay rise and a standard scale was 

introduced 1 April. A constable retiring with a weekly pension of £3 3s 4d received 

almost as much as a skilled craftsman working 44-48 hours a week.111 There was no 

provision made for pre-war pensioners who continued to live in great hardship.112 

Conclusion 

No one ever said being a police officer would be easy, or comfortable whilst working 

or in retirement. It took from 1829 when the Metropolitan Police established 

superannuation funds, which was similar to that of Bow Street until the Police Act of 

1890 established fixed criteria for making the grant. These were fixed rate pensions 

that did not increase. What you retired with is what you got. Inflation such as 

occurred during the First World War was therefore an acute hardship. Following the 

Desborough report pensions were increased in line with pay rises, a great help but not 

back dated to assist the pre-war generation.  

There have been many changes since then, but entitlement to a police pension has 

been regarded as a significant element of the conditions of service of a police officer. 

Became known as ñgold platedò as it was based on the final yearôs salary and was 

inflation proofed. It is said that the current pension scheme does not equate well with 

those of the previous generation with new arrangements under the Police Pension 

 
108 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 Dec 1915 
109 ñPolice Strikeò AV Sellwood 1978 page 70 
110 ñNARPO 1919-2019 A Century of Serviceò page 6 
111 ñNARPO 1919-2019 A Century of Serviceò page 6 
112 ñNARPO 1919-2019 A Century of Serviceò page 6 
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Scheme 1987 and the New Police Pension Scheme 2006 schemes controlled by 

formal regulations.  
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Appendix E 

Some in Blue Serge some in Khaki 

but Always Police Officers 

 

 

The Surrey Constabulary, Guildford Borough Police and 

Reigate Borough Police during the First World War 
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A Tribute to those who served at home and overseas 

 ñWar was declared in August last, which has imposed much onerous and anxious 

work on the Police. A great number of Home Office and War Office Orders and 

Communications have been issued, necessitating constant and diligent attention by the 

Police for efficiently carrying out the same.ò113 

Abstract 

This work embraces three of the four police forces that policed Surrey during the First 

World War, the Surrey Constabulary, Reigate Borough Police and Guildford Borough 

Police. The Metropolitan Police District included a part of the north of the county 

until 2000 and for the purposes of this work are not extensively covered other than the 

killing by Canadian troops of Station Sergeant Green. This killing was a part of a 

major issue with disgruntled troops across the county and elsewhere, men who were 

frustrated and impatient to get home to Canada at the end of the war.  

Included in the work are sections of research undertaken by volunteers at the Surrey 

History Centre at Woking. Their research covers the large number of detailed reports 

from the Chief Constable of the Surrey Constabulary Captain Sant to his Standing 

Joint Committee. These reports emphasis the considerable strain of the extra work 

load handed to the police by government ministries and the military at a time when 

Sant struggled to maintain a realistic number of police officers. Also included, 

interspersed at the appropriate dates, are those members of the three forces who were 

killed on active service. For the first time an attempt has been made to identify all 

those police officers from the county that served in the army and navy having reserve 

commitments, volunteered or conscripted. 

Police work did not go away with the war and included are a range of activities across 

the county that had to be dealt with in addition to war work.  

As you read this try and imagine the strains on all police officers of the considerable 

reduction in their numbers, the vast increase in work load, the sadness not just at the 

lost of their former comrades, the return of the wounded but also the many losses 

 
113 SHC ref CC98/22/1 Chief Constable Sant, Surrey Constabulary  
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within their families and within the communities they served. It was a dreadfully hard 

existence, which for the younger and particularly the single, at any time could be 

interrupted by a call to the Colours. The contribution to the victory of 1918 by the 

Home Front has not received the recognition it deserves and it is hoped for one small 

part of that Home Front, Surrey, the contribution of the police is recognised. 

It was to all to happen again after 21 years! 

There were those that were sent away from home, but others remained to fulfil the 

vital and often disregarded essential duty of policing. Unidentified uniformed 

members of the Surrey Constabulary in 1911 are shown below. Little would have 

changed in his appearance throughout the First World War. Did this officer serve the 

home front or in the armed forces? 

 

 

PC 132 Surrey Constabulary 
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Police Constable 189 and Police Sergeant 15 Surrey Constabulary  

 

Probably PC66 Freemantle Surrey Constabulary killed in action 
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A Policemanôs Life Was a Hard Life! 

The county constabulary officers lived mostly in villages or small towns, where they 

had continuous responsibility, working long hours with five hours every night after 

9pm, in addition to their duty during the day. Long hours, split shifts, walking unmade 

roads about twenty miles a day, no lighting, and warm but little waterproof clothing, 

moving from one police house to another and changing duties every few years. His 

only equipment was a whistle and a length of wood in a trouser pocket for defence. 

Wives were an integral and mostly unpaid part of the constabulary life.  

The Borough men were more likely to work straight shifts, pounding pavements, not 

the mud of their county compatriots, some gas lighting in the streets, for eight or nine 

hours living in their own or rented homes but not likely to be moved. This was one of 

the major perks of a borough life as opposed to a county. Life was hard, the threat of 

violence never far away, nor the oppressive levels of discipline from the sergeant or 

inspector. Rules based and rules driven way of life. There was no transport when at 

work to get about the division beyond possibly one horse and cart or fly used by the 

superintendent, a limited number of cycles and the use of the train where it existed. 

This was also the period when the bus became available and was no doubt used when 

appropriate. Walking was the most likely way if not the only way of completing the 

endless tasks that came down from government departments.  

Interminable returns demanded, the establishment of billets and the hundred and one 

early requirements of the policeman much of which will become clearer as this paper 

progresses. Everything took so much longer than modern life can countenance. Every 

farm or other visit needed time not just to complete the task but the journey involved. 

Volume of work, time taken to get from place to place together with ponderous 

communications, with no easy access to the telegraph, radio or telephone. A reliance 

on telegram, sending letters often delivered the same day and the use of runners. Just 

remember this when you read of the workload and how these men managed to 

complete the tasks set them. Their hours of work must have been all embracing. 

So how did the constables and supervisors travel around their large beats? 

The foot patrol for the constabulary man was twenty miles a day, which began to 

change in the 1890s with the growing availability of pedal cycles firstly purchased by 

the men for which they were paid an allowance a system that continued and still 

survived in 2017 then paid at a rate of 20p a mile! 114  (The challenge today is to see 

an on duty officer on a bicycle in the countryside!) 

On April 8 1893 The chairman of Surrey Quarter Sessions in giving the charge to the 

Grand Jury said they must not take the diminution in cases as representing a 

diminution in crime for the number of cases reported to the Chief Constable had been 

 
114 Police Staff Council police pay and conditions handbook 
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as numerous in the present quarter as in the corresponding quarter of last year. In 

some cases the offenders had not been caught. He mentioned that particularly because 

he wished to impress on the public the great importance in cases of housebreaking and 

similar offences to lose not time in giving information to the police. The Surrey 

Constabulary had during the last quarter twice distinguished themselves where early 

information had been given. The adjoining places were communicated with, and 

constables despatched on bicycles with the result that offenders were brought to 

justice. They might congratulate the county on the diminution of crime, which was 

greatly due to the efficiency of the police. 115 

It took two years but Chief Constable Hastings in 1895 on October 23 reported that 

twenty-nine bicycles were in use in the county.116 (Owned by the riders!) 

At the Surrey Quarter Sessions held at Kingston on Thames on January 4 1896 the 

Standing Joint Committee reported upon the expediency of providing members of the 

Surrey Constabulary with bicycles to be used in the arrest of persons who have 

offended against the law. The Chief Constable has reported that bicycles were so used 

in the adjoining counties of Berks, Hants, Kent and East and West Sussex and in the 

county of Surrey 29 bicycles were already in use being the private property of the 

officers or constables. He therefore considered it desirable that more bicycles should 

be obtained for the use of the men. Under these circumstances the committee added 

they had directed that 14 bicycles of a specially strong build should be ordered of a 

Coventry firm at a cost of £11 each and that they should be distributed amongst the 

various districts of the county as the Chief Constable might direct. Their action was 

approved. The bicycle has been found useful in several instances in the apprehension 

of other cyclists guilty of furious riding and riding without lights.117 

There may have been cycles but their use was not encouraged as a means of patrol but 

no doubt with the pressures of war and staffing levels more and more cycles would be 

taken into use. In 1906 Surrey Constabulary General Order was issued forbidding 

constables to use their bicycles for the purpose of patrolling or attending conference 

points. ñIt was never intended that these should be used in the performance of 

ordinary police duties.ò Many are the stories told of men riding their bikes to points 

and hiding them.  The sergeant knowing this would walk back with them to near their 

residence some three or four miles away and would then say ñGood night; if I were 

you I would go back for your bicycle now in case someone steals it.ò118 

In 1912 on January 1 bicycle allowance granted for men of the Surrey Constabulary 

using their own cycles was limited to one hundred and fifty men. The allowance was 

£2 per annum at ten shillings a quarter. Bicycles could be used to travel to divisional 

 
115 1893 April 8 The Surrey Mirror and General County Advertiser 
116 Durrant Page 20 
117 1896 January 4 The Huddersfield Chronicle 
118 Durrant Surrey Constabulary 1851-1951 page 27 
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stations for drill, pay parade or court duty. It seems working a beat still had to be 

undertaken on foot. 

 

This is a photo from 1914 of a PC at Westcott dealing with a road accident. It is safe 

to assume by the outbreak of war and the loss of so many men to the armed forces, the 

use of bicycles became a normal means of transport and must have contributed greatly 

to the efficiency of the Force given the massive increase in workload.119 

Police Forces in Surrey as war was declared 

When war broke out in August 1914 there were four police forces operating in Surrey. 

To the north of the county areas such as Epsom, Ewell, Staines, Sunbury were the 

responsibility of the Metropolitan Police. Reigate Borough Police policed the 

conurbation of Reigate and Redhill including Merstham under a head constable and 

the county town Guildford had the Guildford Borough Police also under a head 

constable or chief constable.  These were four independent organisations but there is 

little doubt that the constabulary and boroughs on a daily basis worked closely 

together although possibly there was little contact with the Metropolitan Police whose 

size and organisation made it difficult for small forces to work with.  

The Chief Constable of the Surrey Constabulary since 1899 on a salary of £500 plus 

allowances was Captain Mowbray Lees Sant who took charge when he was 36 years 

old, having served in the Northumberland Fusiliers and been chief constable of 

Northumberland. The Force consisted of 231 men in 1899 During the first years of 

Sant's tenure he focused on two key areas relating to the continual pressure for 

 
119 2014 11 September Dorking Advertiser Yesteryear page for July 1914 
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improvements in pay and conditions of his men and the campaign to curb and manage 

the challenges faced by motorists and their impact on residents in Surrey. Sant was to 

have a long hard war with huge responsibilities and a continuing challenge for 

resources as he lost men to the armed forces, many who were constables but on the 

military reserve. He battled constantly with bureaucracy and demands from the 

military and government departments. He served until 1930 as the Chief Constable of 

Surrey. 

 

 

Chief or Head Constable Reigate Borough Police 1891-1930 

First World War  

 

James Metcalfe120 

 

 
120 Private collection Robert Bartlett 
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1930 December 31:  Head Constable James Metcalfe retired on the last day of 1930. 

He had joined Accrington Police, six years later becoming a clerical sergeant and later 

an inspector at Bacup. He came to Reigate as Head Constable on December 

22nd 1891. On retirement he was permitted to retain his uniform and bicycle.121  122 

Chief or Head Constable Guildford Borough Police W. Nicholas 1909-1928 

First World War  

 

 

Head Constable Nicholas with what was probably most of the Guildford 

Borough Police in 1911. Officers were recalled to the colours and three killed 

 
121 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
122 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
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Population across Surrey from 1911 Census 

Not every village and town is included 

Location Pop Location Pop Location Pop 

Guildford 23,820 Frimley 8,331 Crowhurst 223 

Dorking 7,848 West End 1,270 Lingfield 

Dormansland 

4,672 

Leatherhead 5,491 Windlesham 4,294 Felbridge 315 

Hersham 5,092 Farncombe 3,841 Godstone 2,998 

St DôAbernon 722 Frensham 3272 Horne 735 

Weybridge 6,286 Farnham 9,265 Limpsfield 2,201 

Ottershaw 744 Godalming 2,316 Nutfield 920 

Addlestone 6,969 Hambledon 745 Outwood 620 

Egham 11,895 Hascombe 393 Oxted 2,846 

Longcross 204 Haslemere 3,520 Tandridge 681 

Lyne Botleys 581 Hindhead 1,014 Tatsfield 826 

Thorpe 590 Milford  1,858 Titsey 196 

Virginia Water 1,498 Peper Harrow 149 Warlinhjam 3,782 

Banstead 6,731 Shamley 

Green 

885 Alfold  595 

Chipsted 876 Shottermill 1800 Bourne 2,621 

Gatton 236 Thursley 752 Bramley 1,969 

Horley 5,493 Tilford 790 Busbridge 1,624 

Merstham 3,508 Wonersh 1,214 Chiddingfold 2,175 

Redhill 17,000 Wrecclesham 1.195 Cranleigh 3,211 

Reigate 28,500 Woking 6,000 Dockenfield 246 

Sidlow 681 Byfleet 2,960 Dunsfold 688 

Walton on the 1,333 Horsell 302 Elstead 1,036 
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Location Pop Location Pop Location Pop 

Hill  

Woodmansterne 1,210 Pirbright 1,613 Ewhurst 1,115 

Bagshot 2,178 Send/Ripley 2,544 Dorking 7,848 

Bisley 863 Wisley 140 Leatherhead 5,491 

Camberley 22,000 Ockley 871 Hersham 5,092 

Chobham 1,893 Okewood Hill 784 St 

DôAbernon 

722 

Guildford 23,820 Wotton 911 Weybridge 6,286 

Merrow 1,389 Westcott 1913 1,479 Ottershaw 744 

Ockham 577 Ranmore 272 Addlestone 6,969 

Ripley 1,217 Mickleham 782 Egham 11,895 

Ash/Normandy 4,482 Little 

Bookham 

404 Longcross 

1913 

204 

Chilworth 215 Leigh 518 Lyne Botley 581 

Compton 684 Leatherhead 5,491 Thorpe 590 

East Clandon 314 Holmwood  1,281 Virg Water 1,498 

East Horsley  282 North 

Holmwood 

752  Gatton 236 

Effingham 643 Holmbury 632  Horley 5,493 

Puttenham 479 Headly 419 Merstham 3,508 

Seale 1,195 Fetcham 409 Redhill 17,000 

Shackleford 603 Dorking 7,848 Reigate 28,500 

Shalford 2,687 Bletchingly 2,314 Sidlow 681 

Tongham 1,612 Burstow 1,760 Walton on 

the Hill 

1,333 

Wanborough 277 Caterham 9,000 Bagshot 2178 
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Location Pop Location Pop Location Pop 

West Clandon 385 Chaldon  350 Bisley 863 

West Horsley 878 Chelsham 1,244 Camberley 22,004 

Worplesdon 2,278 Copthorne 1,341 Chobham 1893 

West End 1,270 Frimley 8,331 Windlesham 4,294 

 

In England and Wales when war broke out there were 188 police forces, 58 county 

and 130 city or borough forces employing 53,373 officers. 123  A police reserve had 

been established in 1911 from former police officers or pensioners and former 

soldiers and around 2,000 of these had been issued with warrant cards. On the 1914 

national establishment 2,624 officers were reservists that had been called up and a 

further 3,422 had enlisted voluntarily.  

At the end of 1914 across England and Wales there were 120,000 men sworn in as 

special constables with a further 30,000 in London. By the end of the first year of the 

war about one man in five had gone from the provincial forces to the military and the 

depletion of the Metropolitan Police was even greater with just over a quarter of the 

men recruited.124 This of course left a huge gap in manpower at a time when the 

workload exploded. 

What seemed to be a good source for recruits, former soldiers, proved to be anything 

but when their reserve commitments were called in as war broke out. From the 

Guildford Borough Police nine men out of about thirty sworn constables were called 

to the colours a loss of almost a third. The 17 men of Guildford Fire Brigade were 

sworn in as special constables and lamps, whistles and handcuffs were obtained for 

their use; 12 Specials were paid five shillings a day.  The strength of the force with 

Specials became 36 to undertake additional duties associated with the mobilisation 

but of course ñWell you can't trust a special like the old time coppers.ò125 

The chief constable Guildford Borough Police not long after the outbreak of war 

reported that ñ150 local gentlemen had rendered excellent service as Town Guardsò 

but most wished to be relieved of their duties by the end of the month. Officers 

engaged on ñpoint dutyò (was this vulnerable points as opposed to traffic points) were 

armed with pistols. Police lost the use of the drill hall for their training and purchased 

an ambulance for £14 2 6d for use by the police. Large numbers of soldiers were 

 
123 The English Police Clive Emsley Pearson Educational 1996 Page 121  
124 The English Police Clive Emsley Pearson Educational 1996 Page 121  
125 ñMy Old Man.ò Special Constabulary were recruited on a part-time basis to replace or augment the 

regular "old-time coppers" of peacetime. The purported untrustworthiness of the "specials" may simply 

reflect their inability to provide reliable street directions 
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billeted in the town. 126 In 1915 Guildford Special Constabulary had 47 section 

leaders (sergeant equivalent) and 228 special constables 127 In 1916 two members of 

the Guildford Fire Brigade were appointed temporary constables at 30 shillings a 

week subject to the condition they remained members of the brigade and the chief 

constable was authorised to give the necessary certificates to exempt them from 

military service. 128 

On the outbreak of war there were two thousand Special Constables in the Surrey 

Constabulary. During the war some four thousand nine hundred and eighty seven 

were sworn in many deployed to deal with the evacuation of the county should it be 

required. In 1915 on June 4 the weekly rest day was suspended owing to the war.  On 

31 December 1915 one rest day in fourteen became the rule until the rest day was 

fully restored.   

A large number of men were called to the colours from the Surrey Constabulary, 

(more on this below) three receiving high awards for bravery. Walter Tuppen, a 

Distinguished Conduct Medal second only to a Victoria Cross, and Thomas Runnegar 

and Henry Brand Military Medals. Harry Douglas Feasey later a sergeant was 

awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal before joining the Surrey Constabulary 

after war service in 1919.129  Sixteen men were wounded, three of who were 

permanently incapacitated and fifteen killed. (To be added those from Guildford 

Borough Police, three killed. Reigate Borough Police had none of their officers 

killed.)130 PC 23 Henry Gascoyne of the Guildford Borough Police, whilst serving as 

a sergeant major in the Guards, was killed aged 35 on the 1 January 1917. He was 

also awarded the DCM.131 

The reduced numbers of regular officers had an amazing mix of additional tasks and 

responsibilities involving huge volumes of extra work. Legislation and regulations 

were passed at an astonishing rate and volume. The very few hard-pressed 

administrative staff at Police HQ would have worked long into the night interpreting 

the new laws and regulations. They would have been ñhelpedò by generous pages of 

Home Office guidance and instruction on how everything was to be enforced having 

little regard to the diminishing numbers of police officers.  

Some of the mix of additional responsibilities 

Much of the following came from a report submitted at the end of the war by Chief 

Constable Sant, Surrey Constabulary, to his police Standing Joint Committee: 

 

 
126 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
127 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
128 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
129 Off Beat April 1982 
130 Durrant Surrey Constabulary 1851-1951 page 46 
131 They Guarded Guildford Richard Ford 1969 
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Posting mobilisation notices: Posting mobilisation posters in every village and 

hamlet; personally warning all Army and Navy reservists to return to their 

mobilisation stations. 

Billeting Territorial troops : A huge task. At the request of the military authorities, 

police in Surrey had found some fifty eight thousand billets for soldiers with one 

hundred and fifty thousand by the end of the winter. (1914) Often the soldiers did not 

arrive and all the work was in vain. The providing of billets for military authorities 

was another great tax upon the police, fifteen thousand found in the first winter of the 

war. The Chief Constable believed that troops arrived ignorant of everything and had 

to be ñspoon fedò.  

Assisting army officers in impressing horses, vehicles and mechanical transport on 

emergency requisition, and if objection is raised by owners to take compulsory action. 

In Surrey, a rural county there were hundreds of farms and a very large numbers of 

horses 

Safeguard important public works by mounting fixed-point guards, mostly 

unarmed, on sites such as the gunpowder works at Albury; enforcing restrictions on 

access to railways, fortified works, camps; enforcing provisions of the Wireless 

Telegraphy Act; restrictions on keeping and using carrier pigeons; restrictions on the 

storage of petroleum and celluloid; cooperate with the military authorities, railway 

companies etc., in preventing outrages by explosives to bridges Railways etc.; 

watching wireless stations; assist the Post Office Authorities in the matter of 

protecting wireless stations and preventing private persons from erecting or using 

wireless installations.  

Maintaining a register of aliens; to keep careful watch on the movement of 

undesirable aliens across the UK when there were 20 nationalities to be recorded 

including 2,141 Austro-Hungarians and in London alone there were 30,000 Germans. 

Managing aliens was a huge task. In the Surrey Constabulary area, starting from 

scratch, immediately two hundred and fifty aliens had been registered. The Chief 

Constable wrote in 1918 that for the Surrey Constabulary every Defence of the Realm 

Regulation added to already onerous duties of the police and the influx of aliens from 

restricted areas and their supervision also caused a great deal of work. 

To carry out provisions of the Official Secrets Act in the matter of watching persons 

who may be suspected of being spies. 

Protection of defence works: assist military authorities to prevent obstruction by 

landowners and others on the matter of constructing field defences. 

Control of lighting especially during raids by Zeppelin: Robust enforcement by the 

police who had to deal with the consequences of enemy action i.e. air raids, 

bombardment. 1915 October 13 2200 a Zeppelin L13 approached Guildford from the 

direction of Newlands Corner. Bombs were dropped and later police investigation 
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showed that ten bombs fell in the Borough and two more at Shalford Park killing a 

swan on the Wey and 17 roosting fowls at St Catherineôs. This led to a stiffening of 

the lighting regulations resulting in 49 summonses and a total of £37 in fines. 132  

Air Raid warning:  The Chief Constable of the Surrey Constabulary wrote: ñI was 

very hard pressed all over the county to allow notice to be given of air raids. This I 

refused to do with the result that instead of sitting up all night in fear the inhabitants 

slept comfortably in their beds and only learnt of the raids by reading the papers next 

morning. The police and special constables were given full instructions as to their 

duties should bombs be dropped in their vicinity and that I held was sufficient.ò 

Restrictions on the sale of intoxicating liquor and new licensing hours, with the 

introduction of a range of restrictive licensing laws to be enforced by the police, often 

against the wishes of the drinkers leading to disorder. 

Deserters to be taken before the courts or if they surrendered issued with rail 

warrants and released to find their own way back. If arrested were kept in custody to 

appear before the court and to be handed to the military. 

Internment:  In Surrey at Frith Hill, Frimley, a detention centre for aliens and later 

POWs. From Liverpool 300 aliens were moved to Frimley following riots in the city. 

By June 1916, 32,000 enemy aliens had been interned mostly German or Austrian of 

military age. No women were interned but 23,000 including some small children had 

been repatriated. All these cases would have had some police involvement. 1917 

October 10: German prisoners who had escaped from a POW camp in Hampshire 

were recaptured and taken to Camberley police station.133 

Anti -enemy disturbances mostly against shop keepers including riots following the 

sinking of the Lusitania. In 1915 at Walton on Thames there were serious 

disturbances caused by bad feeling against German refugees who were living in the 

town 

Refugees: Surrey was an unrestricted area and being close to the Metropolis received 

an influx of refugees at times of anticipated air raids. These refugees were for the 

most part from the east of London and mainly consisted of aliens many of whom were 

undesirable characters. They arrived in trainloads and got off where they liked 

causing considerable difficulties and annoyance in the districts where ñthey dumped 

themselvesò. Housing had to be found for them without warning ñbut the feeding 

capacities in view of rationing and the scarcity of food were much taxed and special 

arrangements had to be made with the rationing authorities.ò Occasionally all the 

schools and like buildings had to be used to house undesirable refugees as in any 

future war preparations should be made beforehand to deal with it. One suggestion 

was that railway companies should be prohibited from bringing refugees down 

 
132 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
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without consultation with authorities of the districts to which they bring them. 

Locations outside London suitable for receiving refugees should be agreed beforehand 

and they should not be taken to any other place. It was accepted that this would not 

deal with those that arrived by motorcar of which there were many. Being an 

unrestricted area Surrey experienced an influx of Belgian refugees who came in large 

numbers without warning and were distributed across the county. The time of the 

police was much occupied in finding and registering them.134 

Captain Sant had two major strategic anxieties 

The Chief Constable of the Surrey Constabulary Captain Sant had two major strategic 

anxieties to consistently balance during the First World War. Firstly he had to deal not 

just with the day to day of policing a rural county, where the two major towns were 

borough forces, but with the mass of regulations and requirements adding to the work 

load of his force. His second great issue was to try to maintain balance between the 

demand for police time and the number of officers he had available. This required him 

to doggedly argue to maintain a realistic staffing level whilst balancing the national 

requirement for fit young men. 

On the day war broke out, 4 August 1914 the Surrey Constabulary lost 21 men with 

reserve commitments and a further 60 as volunteers during 1915. He was assailed by 

departments of state trying to get even more men into the armed forces. He lost 86 to 

the Colours out of total constable strength of less than 300 dropping to 205 constables 

in September 1917. 

The Strength of the Surrey Constabulary up to and including the First World 

War 135 

 1889 

1 

April  

1910 

1 

May 

1911 7 

March  

1911 

16 

May 

1912 

1 

Oct 

1914 

13 

May 

1914 

22 

Sept 

1915 

9 

March  

1915 

19 

May 

CC 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Superintendent  5 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 

Inspector  8 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

Sergeant 20 31 31 31 31 31 31 31 31 

Constable 149 251 248 247 303 283 291 296 289 

Total 183 303 300 299 355 335 343 348 341 

 
134 Chief Constable Sant report to the Standing Joint Committee1919 SAC CC 
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 1915 

Sept 

1915 

30 

Nov 

1916 

7 

March  

1916 

6 

May 

1917 

22 

May 

1917 

18 

Sept 

1919 

20 

May 

1919 

16 

Sept 

 

CC 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  

Superintendent  8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8  

Inspector. 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12  

Sergeant 31 31 31 31 31 31 31 31  

Constable 234 233 229 225 206 205 252 306  

Total 286 285 281 299 258 257 304 358  

 

The dramatic loss of men to police forces on declaration of war is not immediately 

evident from these figures though the 1912 increase following a pay rise is obvious. 

However as the manpower demands of 1916 and 1917 impacted the force numbers 

dropped to 205 from a peak of 303 in October 1912. There were a few war reserves 

and Sant continued recruiting men not eligible for the armed forces. This was a part of 

his balance, which of course finally failed! 

Things had been going well. The weekly rest day and a pay rise led Sant to report in 

1913 on 2 December to the Standing Joint Committee on Pay: ñI am pleased to be 

able to report that the promised increase in the pay of the Surrey Constabulary has 

already proved beneficial in attracting candidates in greater numbers and of a better 

class than hitherto offered themselves.ò 136 

On the 23 May 1914 the Chief Constable further reported that he had ñadvertised in 

local papers as suggested by the Standing Joint Committee and put forward 19 men 

for a medical but the doctor rejected eight. Applicants included 26 reserve men who 

would have been eligible but there are already 19 Reserve men serving in the Force 

and I cannot add to the number on account of the depletion which would result were 

the Army reserve called up for drill. I have made representation that if the War Office 

would undertake to call up Reserve men serving in the Force only in case of 

declaration of war and not for drill purposes solely, I might be able to increase 

considerably the percentage of ex-soldiers in the Surrey Constabulary.ò How right he 

was proved to be! 137 
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In the month following the outbreak of war on 22 September 1914 Sant reported to 

his Committee what may appear to be a mundane matter but was critical to the 

efficiency of the Force with men having to cover such large areas to complete their 

work. ñWhen the total number of constables in the Force was 251 the Committee 

were good enough to grant an allowance of £2 per annum to those constables who use 

their own bicycles in the service of the county.ò On an increase of 52 men in 1912 the 

total constables was now 303 and so the Chief Constable sought an increase in the 

number of allowances and therefore bicycles from 150 to 175.138 On the 19 September 

1916 the Chief Constable was to report to the Standing Joint Committee that the 

county bicycle at Egham was worn out. It had been issued in February 1902. It was 

issued to a sergeant who was 5 feet 10 inches tall and weighed 16 stone. 139 

On 22 September 1914 Sant reported to his Committee: ñOn the outbreak of 

hostilities with the agreement of the Standing Joint Committee the Chief Constable 

purchased a number of revolvers to arm a certain number of the Surrey Constabulary. 

Six men from each of the eight divisions were selected and were given instruction at 

HQ.ò140 

Maintaining an adequate level of manpower above point of depletion 

Throughout the war the Chief Constable was under considerable pressure to release 

men for the fighting forces. This was not just a difficulty caused by the government 

but locally tribunals were formed to ensure every available and fit man was recruited. 

These committees cast covetous eyes on the fit young policeman. One such Tribunal 

at Godalming in March 1917 cancelled the reserved occupation status of two local 

police officers, which incensed Sant who was running a year on year battle to 

maintain a rational number of police officers in the county. He took it to appeal where 

the officerôs status was restored.  Sant was convinced the tribunal was acting ultra-

vires and wrote to the Home Office and to his police authority to ensure this did not 

happen again. 141 

On the 22 September 1914 Sant reported to his Standing Joint Committee that: 

ñTwenty-one members of the Surrey Constabulary who were Reservists were upon 

mobilisation recalled to the Colours. I am filling their places as recruits offer 

themselves. I also invited pensioners whose age does not preclude them from again 

serving to return to duty. In eight cases there was a ready response.ò 142 The Chief 

Constable was to report on the 12 December that of the eight volunteers only six 

joined, as two were no longer up to the work. The six were no longer in receipt of 
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their police pensions and received constableôs pay. They are Constables Richardson, 

Phillips, Holdforth, Kirk, Robinson and Hole.143 

On the same day Sant reported: ñI have enrolled Special Constables to assist the 

regular body should an emergency arise calling for outside assistance. For the whole 

county (excluding the boroughs) there are 2,000 volunteers. Each parish has its own 

Section or Sections a leader being in charge of a section. Each has been issued with an 

armlet or badge of office and a baton. Each Special Constable is given a book of 

instruction  -- the enrolment of the Special Constable gives a sense of security to the 

inhabitants of the county.ò 144 

The Chief Constable published a list on September 15 1915 of those who had been 

recalled as Reservists and those who had volunteered or been conscripted. He was 

under pressure to send more men but he told the Standing Joint Committee that he 

was already short of men and that 38 of his Force had joined the Military Police. 

There were no less than 20 of the latter stationed at Witley Camp (to the south of 

Godalming) who had full powers to act in the camp. More pressure followed which 

again were reported to the Standing Joint Committee. The Secretary of State considers 

that every constable who wishes to enlist should be allowed to do so if possible. The 

Chief Constable emphasised that there is a point beyond which the police forces 

cannot be depleted without detriment to the national interests.145 

This was not just a local problem. In 1915 the Chief Constable of Cambridgeshire 

towards the end of the year wrote that, ñAll men who can be spared had already 

joined the army.ò In November 1915 the Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police 

wrote to the Home Office,  ñThe Force has become so reduced in number that any 

further depletion would be attended with grave risk.ò However periodic trawls of the 

police for men for the army and navy continued throughout the four years of the 

war.146 

In 1915 the Guildford Borough Police Special Constabulary strength was 47 section 

leaders and 228 special constables 147 

Surrey Police forces took advantage of the legislation and initially prevented serving 

officers retiring. The Police (Emergency Provisions) Act 1915 contained a clause 

suspending a manôs right to retire except with the consent of the Chief Constable. 

Such a move harked back to the time when retirement and a pension were a privilege 

and not a right.  Special constables were called upon to perform ordinary police tasks 

but they were of variable quality. Her Majestyôs Inspector of Constabulary in 1915 

said that it took between six and ten special constables to perform the role of one 

regular officer because of other calls on their time. The Chief Constable of Dorset felt 
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that the special was ñnot in any sense of the word useful constables --- They just filled 

up the gaps.148 

1915: The Inspectorate (HMIC) report commenting on the reduced volume of crime 

during the early stages of the war: ñIf the police are reduced in number, or are 

withdrawn from ordinary to special duties, offences escape notice, and prosecutions 

drop as surely as they would in the case of an actual decrease of offence.ò149 

March 1916: The Chief Constable reported to the Standing Joint Committee: ñI called 

my Superintendents together and carefully considered the whole subject with them for 

the purpose of deciding whether any more constables could be spared to join the 

army. I found in the case of three divisions the point of depletion was already passed 

and they were in the aggregate nine men below it. In three divisions the 

Superintendents said it would be possible to spare eleven of their youngest men. 

Having redistributed the remaining nine the divisions were all at a point below which 

any depletion would be prejudiced to the national interests.ò150 

The Chief Constable reported to Standing Joint Committee on 5 December 1916 that 

there had been comments in parts of the county about police not being called up but 

thought the criticisms were no doubt in ignorance as to the nature and importance of 

the duties of the police in connection with the war. The number of officers is at a 

minimum as at the beginning of the war he had allowed about 70 men to go. The 

agitations are extremely unpleasant for the men who feel very much the criticisms 

passed upon them. The Chief Constable continued ñ With regard to the suggestion 

that police work could be carried out efficiently by special constables I can only say 

that the unanimous opinion of my Superintendents is to the contrary.ò 

In 1917 on the 16 March Sant to Standing Joint Committee: The Chief Constable 

reports that he had been ñasked by the Provost Marshal in France to obtain 200 men 

from the provincial police forces to complete a force of mounted police and asking 

how many men I could spare.ò The HMIC commented that the question whether men 

could be spared was for Sant to decide. Subsequently as two men returned to the 

police from the army Sant was able to release two men in their stead but they were not 

accepted, ñpresumably because they did not have the necessary qualifications.ò151 

1917 31 March Chief Constable to Standing Joint Committee: A letter had been 

received from the Home Office informing that provision had been made by the Army 

Council for serving soldiers to be returned to the police. These were men with 

medical categories B11, B11, C11, C111 and were not needed for the Army. The 

letter said that the Secretary of State ñrelies on you to release a man in exchange 

wherever possible.ò Sant commented that ñprevious to the receipt of this letter, two 
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men had come back to me from the army and needless to state I had at once released 

two other fit men for army service.ò152 

It is not certain this helped Captain Sant with his manpower deployments as he 

obviously ñswoppedò two fit young men for two who no longer fit enough to be 

soldiers. The fitness classification is set out below. 

Assessments were made by medical officers as to the suitability of men to perform 

military duties. A system of lettering and numbering was devised to enable a manôs 

abilities to be quickly noted. The following is a list of categories used by the British 

Army in 1914.153 

   A    

Able to march, see to shoot, hear well and stand active service 

conditions. 

Subcategories: 

Al  
Fit for dispatching overseas, as regards physical and mental health, and 

training 

A2 As Al, except for training 

A3 
Returned Expeditionary Force men, ready except for physical 

condition 

A4 Men under 19 who would be Al or A2 when aged 19 

B 

Free from serious organic diseases, able to stand service on lines of 

communication in France, or in garrisons in the tropics. 

Subcategories: 

Bl Able to march 5 miles, see to shoot with glasses, and hear well 

B2 Able to walk 5 miles, see and hear sufficiently for ordinary purposes 

B3 Only suitable for sedentary work 

C 

Free from serious organic diseases, able to stand service in garrisons at 

home. 

Subcategories: 

Cl Able to march 5 miles, see to shoot with glasses, and hear well 
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C2 Able to walk 5 miles, see and hear sufficiently for ordinary purposes 

C3 Only suitable for sedentary work 

D 
Unfit but could be fit within 6 months. 

Subcategories: 

Dl Regular RA, RE, infantry in Command Depots 

D2 Regular RA, RE, infantry in Regimental Depots 

D3 Men in any depot or unit awaiting treatment 

 

On April 20 1917: Chief Constable Sant went to the Home Office where he met Sir L. 

Dunning an official, to discuss manpower.  Sant wrote to the Standing Joint 

Committee: ñI learnt that the number of men already serving was in excess of the 

average of all other counties.ò On May 8th HQ received a letter from the Home Office 

that the War Cabinet had come to the decision that a further supply of men are to be 

found for the army from those engaged in essential organisations including the police. 

Surrey were to provide an additional 18 men. Sant reported that he had selected 18 of 

the youngest but he did not want them to be classed as conscripts but able to chose as 

far as possible the units to which they wished to be posted. ñThese men will be a great 

loss to the force, as single men are the ñmobile force.ò They can be sent anywhere for 

duty at a momentôs notice.ò154 

Conscription in the First World War   

By 1916 the government had serious concerns over the nationôs ability to recruit men 

to fill the ranks of the armed services. In August 1914, Lord Kitchener had put out a 

call for volunteer soldiers and by the start of 1915 over 1 million men had joined up. 

By the middle of 1915, the numbers of new volunteers had dropped significantly and 

by late 1915 plans were made to require able bodied men to register for service under 

the Derby Scheme (named after Lord Derby, Kitchenerôs Director General of 

Recruiting). The National Registration Act, passed by the government in July 1915 

provided a list of all civilians aged between 15 and 65. This allowed the military 

authorities to identify people who could be called up and those in occupations 

considered to be essential to the nation, for example, farmers, teachers and clergymen. 

The Military Service Act introduced conscription in January 1916. Initially only 

single men in good health, between the ages of 18 and 41 were to be called up, but in 

May 1916, conscription was extended to include married men. Over one million men 

were drafted in the first year. It is clear that people did not like conscription. Even 
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before this extension there had been demonstrations against it, including one in 

Trafalgar Square. Appeals to avoid being called up, because of conscientious 

objection, health conditions or because of the hardship it would cause to a family, 

could be made at local or central tribunals. Some people just ignored their call-up 

papers - although there were severe penalties for this 

PC Percy Best 

On the 4 August 1914 at the outbreak of the war PC Percy Best joined up, but was 

discharged after being wounded and did not return to the Force. PC Best was the 

groom to Superintendent West at Oxted. A picture of the mounted PC, which hung in 

Oxted police station, is now in the archive at Mount Browne.155 

 

 

PC Percy Best at Oxted about 1913 

 

Spy, Invasion Mania and other Duties 

ñWatching those with evil intention towards the realmò The Chief Constable reported 

after the war that the spy and signalling mania with which the public became infected 

proved a source of continual trouble and the public was a perfect nuisance. The 

correspondence became colossal. The work undertaken by Special Branch and senior 

officers encompassed much secret activity. Spy mania was common requiring 

 
155 Conversation between the granddaughter and John Molyneux May 2012 www.surrey-
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response and investigation of allegations and sightings. 1915 31 August: ñSPY 

SCAREò ñThe villages of Shere and Gomshall were alarmed on Wednesday evening 

by a óspy scareô. The affair took place near the railway arch at Gomshall, where the 

report of a gun close to the road was heard. The story that there was a spy in the 

vicinity spread, and a thorough search of the line and the neighbourhood was made. 

Eventually it was discovered that the shot had been fired by Mr Muzzlebrook who 

was rabbit shooting on his own propertyò.156 ñMr. Muzzlebrookò was Mr Stephen 

Misselbrook of Edmonds Farm, Station Road, Gomshall, who is recorded in the 1911 

Census as being the head of the household, a farmer aged 60.  

Invasion planning: Only one month after Great Britain declared war on Germany, 

fears of invasion and spying were affecting every part of the county.157 Surrey and 

Sussex combined to plan to move people, farm animals and equipment north into west 

London. Surrey was in the danger zone and on any invasion route and arrangements 

were made to deal with the receipt and passing on of inhabitants, cattle, implements 

etc. from Sussex but also to arrange for the evacuation of the county itself. In order to 

carry out these duties a force of four thousand Special Constables was raised in 

addition to those on ordinary duty.158 These special constables were earmarked for 

defence of the realm duties only and did no other work of a police nature. ------- The 

main requisite was to collect all persons, cattle, material etc., and move them by 

routes other than the main roads so as to leave the latter free for military use. --------- 

In villages Special Constables were detailed for the various duties, some in 

connection with the removal of inhabitants, others for cattle, etc., everything required 

to be moved being dealt with by the requisite numbers of Special Constables. Others 

were detailed to keep order along the various routes selected and some were in place 

at every junction of the main roads to hold up refugees if necessary to keep the roads 

clear for the military. The rendezvous for all cattle, etc., was Richmond Park. 159 

Prosecution of those wearing uniforms, ranks or medals they were not entitled to.  

Troop concentrations: Policing the consequences particularly in Surrey, of large 

numbers of Canadian and other troops, mainly public order events but other serious 

crimes were committed.  

Guarding line of communication: Guarding key and vulnerable points, which seem 

not to have been considered in the move to war. Much of this was done by the special 

constabulary or unarmed policemen. On the first day of the war the chief constable 

realised that no provision had been made by the military for guarding their line of 

communications, the railway, from Aldershot to Dover. A number of armed civilians 

was organised by the police to continuously guard vulnerable points. This was kept up 

for two months until relieved by Territorial soldiers. The important powder works at 
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Chilworth were guarded by two unarmed police officers until all danger of sabotage 

was over, when the police were relieved by the Home Defence Corps armed to the 

teeth. 160  

Fighting the Bureaucracy: At the busiest time in the War a census of all agricultural 

implements was urgently called for. It can be imagined what the distribution and 

collection of two thousand two hundred and fifty forms meant in the way of work for 

the police. Then there was the requisitioning of horses of which many thousands were 

obtained in the county. Chief Constable Sant criticised the countless returns called for 

from time to time and when considering the preparations to be made in the event of 

another war Sant believed as many of these matters as possible should be foreseen and 

dealt with beforehand.161 

Reigate Borough Police 

Reigate Borough had its own police force until 1 March 1943 (when along with 

Guildford Borough Police was incorporated into the Surrey Constabulary)162 and the 

head constable had to submit Annual Reports to the Borough Watch Committee. The 

Reigate Borough Police Chief Constableôs reports for 1914 and 1915 contain an extra 

paragraph entitled óWarô. The reports are mostly statistical, with brief paragraphs 

under descriptive headings outlining duties and activities throughout the year. Those 

made during World War I are no exception, but they do contain some insight into the 

effect of the war on the local constabulary.  Reigate Borough Police was a small force 

in 1914 with 40 officers in total, comprising one head constable, two inspectors, seven 

sergeants and 30 constables.163 

On the 3 August the day before war was declared Reigate Borough Police suspended 

annual leave; officers leaving the Borough off duty must have permission; attention 

must be paid to all bridges and tunnels; special attention to be paid to suspicious 

persons. 164 

1914 4 August: Reigate Borough Police: The chief constable sought to discover how 

many of his officers were classed as regular reservists and as special reserves. 165 The 

Borough was depleted by men returning to the Colours and others volunteering for the 

armed forces. 30 Special Constables supplemented the Borough strength. 166 

The regular Reigate Borough Police had to carry out many extra duties, which left a 

gap that was filled by 'The Vigilant Association'. This was an organisation formed in 

1914 under the presidency of a Mr G.H. Redwood that attracted volunteers who 
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wanted to provide a service to the community. It was soon realised, however, that if 

they were to have authority they would have to be properly recognised by the official 

police command, so it came about that the Head Constable took charge and swore 

them in as a body of Special Constables before the Borough Magistrates. 167 

The Borough was divided into eleven beats, and over each beat was appointed a 

Chief. The names of these Chiefs never appeared in the press, the reason given being 

that they wanted to carry out their work for its own sake and not for the purpose of 

parading themselves or their work before the public. Special Constables had no 

uniforms but were issued with armlets, whistles and truncheons, and later on 

badges.168 

They patrolled the beats from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. Needless to say, the weather was often 

atrocious, and men returned home after their night's work soaked to the skin or frozen, 

or both. Nevertheless, the presence of the Special Constabulary freed the regular 

police from the mundane and allowed them to carry out necessary war duties.169 

 

Guildford Borough Police 

On the outbreak of war nine men, almost a third of the force of constables, from the 

Guildford Borough Police were called to the colours as reservists leading to a 

shortage of manpower. Like the county Guildford Borough Police had recruited 

significant numbers of ex-soldiers into the Surrey Constabulary possible because so 

many were stationed in or close to the county. Many would have reserve 

commitments for six years from when they left the army so when mobilisation came, 

off they went to the Colours.  

The seventeen men of the Guildford Fire Brigade were sworn in as special constables 

and lamps, whistles and handcuffs were obtained for their use; twelve Specials were 

being paid five shillings a day.  The strength of the Guildford Borough Police with 

Specials was 36 not enough to meet the additional duties associated with mobilisation. 

Police lost the use of the drill hall for their training and purchased an ambulance for 

£14 2 6d for use by the police. Large numbers of soldiers were billeted in the town. 170 

During World War I, the Chief Constable of Surrey, Captain M L Sant, sent a series 

of extremely detailed reports (usually quarterly) to the Standing Joint Committee, 

which oversaw the Surrey Constabulary. These reports outlined the extra duties and 

demands placed on the overburdened and under-strength force by the war and the 

blizzard of orders and requests for information from central government.171 It must be 

 
167 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
168 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
169 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
170 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
171 Written by Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-

surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/ Surrey History Centre ref CC98/1/4-5 
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remembered in addition the two major towns in the county had their own police forces 

and the Metropolitan Police policed the north. These are set out in detail throughout 

this work. 

Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary report of September 1914 

In July, the Home Office sent instructions for the Surrey Police to óco-operate with 

the Military Authorities in any matter in which they might require é assistanceô. 

Thereafter, a flood of missives arrived by post, telegram and telephone, along with 

personal visits from representatives of the armed forces, with further instructions 

regarding: action against óindividuals suspected of spyingô (later resulting in óSpy 

Maniaô by the general public); guarding railway bridges and óvulnerable points on 

railway linesô (although no notification had been received regarding the movement of 

troop trains, óa large numberô of which were already en route, and it was found to be 

óimpossibleô to safeguard all vulnerable points with the small number of regular 

Police to hand, even augmented with civilian volunteers; application to transfer this 

duty to Military Authorities failed dismally until the very end of August); pasting up 

mobilization posters; ókeep[ing] an eyeô on private wireless stations; collecting horses 

for Army Purchasing Officers; óaliensô travelling by night by motor car ófor the 

purpose of committing outragesô; seizing the motor cars belonging to those aliens and 

warning garages not to hire cars to same; enforcing the Alien Restriction Order 

(although no copy of the Order itself or the ónecessary booksô had yet arrived); 

display of the Royal Proclamation; the protection of telephones and telegraph poles; 

local billeting of army personnel (on 8 September the Chief Constable states proudly 

óFound billets for 9,000 troops at 24 hours noticeô); civil disturbances; the 

enforcement of the Defence of the Realm Act (DORA); accommodating prisoners of 

war; regulations against the keeping of carrier or óhomingô pigeons (which were to be 

óliberatedô to return to their places of origin) without a permit (Sant declared this 

ruling óabsurdô); the number of óAlien Reservistsô registered (county wide numbers of 

Germans, Austrians and Hungarians are included); and the arrest of German 

Reservists.172 

To add to the official burden there were civilian requests for Police óattentionô 

regarding protection of post offices and ówaterworksô (which latter were deemed to be 

the responsibility of the owners), and reports of bad discipline among newly enlisted 

army recruits; inhabitants of the County made matters worse by sending in óall sorts 

of unnecessary and trivial correspondenceô and demanding to see the Chief Constable 

personally, without waiting for the issue of instructions or ómaking enquiry of the 

nearest Police Officerô.173 

It was no wonder that early in August the harassed Chief Constable ódrew out the full 

 
172 Written by Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-

surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/ 
173 Written by Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-

surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/ 
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scheme for enrolment of Special Constablesô, anticipating official Home Office 

instructions by a week. 

At the end of his 12-page report, the chief constable described all this as óonly a 

portion of the work falling on the Police during the present crisis. Innumerable other 

duties have had to be carried out but are not of sufficient importance to enumerateô.174 

Defence of the Realm Act 1914 

On 8 August 1914, the House of Commons passed the Defence of the Realm Act 

(DORA) without debate. During the war the Act was amended and its scope was 

expanded. The Act gave sweeping powers to the Government, including press 

censorship over troop movements and criticism of the government itself. 

Imprisonment without trial was also introduced. It was also illegal to: 

 

Talk about naval or military matters in public places. 

Spread rumours about military matters or take photographs of military bases. 

Buy binoculars. 

Trespass on railway lines, tunnels and bridges, or loiter near them. 

Light bonfires or fly a kite, which might attract enemy aircraft or Zeppelins. 

Ring church bells. 

Feed bread to animals. 

Write with invisible ink. 

There were odder prohibitions like whistling for a taxi, in case it was mistaken for an 

air raid warning, or buying brandy or whisky at railway refreshment rooms. Later in 

the war there were restrictions on public house opening times, to prevent 

drunkenness.175 

DORA: Surrey was divided into areas, which corresponded to the Petty Sessional 

Divisions of the county. The South Eastern Area covered the parishes of Betchworth, 

Buckland, Burstow, Chaldon, Charlwood, Chipstead, Gatton, Horley, Kingswood, 

Leigh, Merstham and Nutfield. Within each parish a committee was to be appointed 

to oversee local anti-invasion measures. 

 

 
174 Written by Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-

surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/ 
175 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horley-and-the-defence-of-the-realm-act/ Laurence Spring 
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The minutes and papers of the committee appointed in Horley have survived176 and 

provide a very detailed account of the work of the committee in the early years of the 

war. George Freeman JP of Pickets was chosen as chairman and Edward Blundell of 

the Chequers Hotel appointed secretary. The others committee members were Henry 

Webber JP, of Elm Cottage, Bernard W Parson JP, of Hookwood, the Rev. H J Lewis, 

vicar of Horley, Walter J Hallett of Oakwood Road, Adolph Brandt of The Chequers 

Hotel and the Rev R P E. Cheeseman, vicar of Salfords. 

The first meeting of the committee took place on 26 November 1914 at Albert Road 

School, but subsequent meetings were held at the Committee Room at the 

Constitutional Club, Horley. Lewis, Hallett, Jennings, Brandt and Cheeseman were 

also special constables within the parish. 177 

On the committee meeting at Horley on 3 December 1914 it was agreed to compile a 

list of all those who owned cars and bicycles. This was later followed by a census of 

all livestock within the parish. The census discovered that 109 people owned 536 

vehicles, ranging from motor cars to horse and carts; Mr Edward Brocklehurst of 

Kinnersley Manor had the largest number of vehicles, although what these 17 vehicles 

were is not recorded, whereas Richard Cook, the fishmonger, had just one óvehicleô 

and Mr Jones the butcher had five vehicles. There were also 779 bicycles in Horley at 

this time, including 20 bicycles at the cycle shop run by Mr A H Waters and 12 at the 

cycle shop in Victoria Road, owned by T A Wyatt.178 

The livestock in the parish was recorded as follows: horses (including ponies and 

asses), 338; sheep, 1,577; cows, 551; pigs, over 756; goats, 2; neat stock etc, 626 

(including 1 donkey). In the event of an invasion the special constables were to divide 

the animals into herds of not more than 150 head of cattle and lead them to the 

designated rendezvous where another special constable would take charge of them.179 

To enforce these regulations there were 25 special constables divided into five parties 

under a committee member, plus an additional 24 special constables, some of whom 

were assigned specific duties. Some were in charge of a certain area, for example A S 

Jennings, with H Buckle and W J H Church as assistants, were in charge of the 

Burford Farm area, although both Jennings and Buckle later joined the army. By 2 

November 1917 they had been succeeded by C E Wiggins, who was in charge and F 

Sargeant, E Gallup and J Bussell were his assistants.180 

Similar DORA activities to those undertaken at Horley would be implemented across 

the county. The Act called for the securing of public property, which might be of use 

to an enemy invader. Therefore on 23 November 1914 a meeting was held at Cecil 

Hall, in the Colman Institute, Redhill, to organise Surreyôs reaction to the Defence of 

 
176 SHC ref 6296/1/1/39-40 
177 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horley-and-the-defence-of-the-realm-act/ Laurence Spring 
178 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horley-and-the-defence-of-the-realm-act/ Laurence Spring 
179 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horley-and-the-defence-of-the-realm-act/ Laurence Spring 
180 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horley-and-the-defence-of-the-realm-act/ Laurence Spring 
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the Realm Act and determine how óto secure the civil populations and to assist the 

military in case of hostile invasionô. It was reported that óin the event of the landing of 

a hostile force on the south or south east coast that military authority would issue 

orders to denude Kent, Sussex and Surrey (possibly not the north portion) of all cattle, 

sheep horses, vehicles (both horse and motor), consumable stock suitable for man or 

beast and all commodities which may be considered of use to an invading force and at 

the same time they would call upon civilian labour to prepare earthworks etc.ô A man 

was to be chosen to tour each parish daily to inspect the cattle and any which that 

were found to be unfit to travel were to be destroyed. However, in the event of an 

enemy landing, on no account were bridges, railways, electricity and telephone lines 

to be destroyed unless permission had been received from the military authorities.181 

 

List of vehicles in Horley 182 

 
181 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horley-and-the-defence-of-the-realm-act/ Laurence Spring 
182 SHC ref 6296/1/1/40 
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The considerations given by local councillors for Horley survive in the county 

archives at Woking. Invasion and evacuation was considered at length and complex 

plans made to remove people and resources from the enemy. Set places within each 

parish were to be chosen where the animals were to gather in the event of an invasion, 

before they were sent to a general rendezvous, although it would not be until 16 April 

1915 that Court Lodge Farm was chosen as the collecting place for cattle in the south 

of Horley and Petridgewood Farm for those in the north. For sheep the collection 

point for the entire parish was Horley Lodge. On 26 October 1915 Greenfields, Meath 

Green Lane, was chosen as the collection point for cars and the Cricket Ground for 

horses and carts etc. Launders Farm was also chosen as the gathering place for those 

who were to work on fortifications etc. If the population of Horley needed to be 

evacuated then they were to gather at Salfords School, The Thorns, Victoria Hall, The 

Kings Head, and the Chequers Hotel. Boy Scouts were to be used as messengers. 

A special constable, with two assistants, was appointed to each of these rendezvous to 

oversee the collection points. The Rev Henry Lewis, who had been vicar of Horley 

since 1890, along with six assistants, would be in charge of the population in the 

event of an invasion. Other special constables would be in charge of certain sections 

of roads. 

In a bulletin issued by the Divisional or Local Committee to the parish committees, it 

stated, ómany of the atrocities in Belgium were perpetrated by German soldiers when 

drunk. It is important therefore, that no intoxicating liquor should be left in any area 

should a clearance order to be carried outô. However, in December 1914 it was 

decided that the local committees should deal with the disposal of alcohol in the event 

of a German landing.183 

First Fatality was a member of the Guildford Borough Police 

The first fatality of a member of Surreyôs police establishment came just over a month 

from the outbreak of war: 

PC 14 William George Deacon, Guildford Borough Police 

Age 23, Killed in Action 14 September 1914 

 

 
183 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horley-and-the-defence-of-the-realm-act/ Laurence Spring 
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Served as Private 8903 in the 1st Battalion Coldstream Guards and was killed in action 

in France, and is remembered on the La Ferte-Sous-Jouarre Memorial. 

PC Deacon joined the Guildford Borough on 15 November 1913 aged 22 and was 

sworn in at Guildford on 19th January 1914. His collar number was 14. At the time of 

his appointment he gave his trade as a Soldier with 1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards 

where he had served for three years He resigned to join the Colours on 4th August 

1914 just as the war began, enlisting in Croydon and giving his residence as Ash, Nr 

Martock, Somerset. 

Age 22 

Height 6ô 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Blue 

Birth Place East Grinstead, Sussex 

 

The Battle of the Marne took place over 4 days from 5 September; the battle upon 

which the fate of France depended; a battle of retreat and advance.  

Additional research by Phil Badham 

William George DEACON Private 8903 1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards Killed in 

Action 14.9.1914  

 

William George Deacon was born on 9 February 1891 to William and Emily, and was 

baptised on 26 April that year in East Grinstead, Sussex. At the time the family were 

living at 38 Lower Glenvue Road, in East Grinstead, and were still there in the 1901 

census. By then, three other children had been born to make the Deacons a family 

with eight children. At the time of the 1911 census William, aged 18, was at Victoria 

Barracks, Victoria Street, Windsor, having joined the Coldstream Guards. On 8 

January 1913 he married Mary Alice Jetten at St George's, Hanover Square, London. 

He joined the Guildford Borough Police, on 15 November that year, as Police 

Constable 14, and was sworn in by the Local Mayor in Guildford on 19 January 1914. 

There is no other information about his Police service in the Police records as on 4 

August 1914, at the outbreak of the First World War, he resigned from the Force and 

re-joined the Coldstream Guards, serving with the 1st Battalion.  

 

On 4 August 1914 the battalion was stationed at Aldershot as part of the 1st (Guards) 

Brigade of the 1st Division. It was mobilised for war and moved to France as part of 

the British Expeditionary Force. The battalion saw action on the Western Front in 

1914, including the Battle of Mons & the subsequent retreat, the Battles of the Marne 

and the Aisne, and the First Battle of Ypres. William was killed in action on 14th 

September 1914. The War Diary for the 1st Battalion for that day states they were in 
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action at the Battle of the Aisne, the river Aisne being situated in North Eastern 

France. The Diary states "The battalion acted as advanced guard to the Division and 

was directed to move north over high ground between Vendresse and Paissy, finally 

reaching and taking Cerny-en-Laonnois from which a retirement was ordered after 

dusk. Withdrew behind (south of) Vendresse during the night" The action that day 

cost the Battalion 11 other ranks killed, 10 officers and 180 other ranks wounded and 

1 officer and 162 other ranks missing.  

 

At first William was posted as wounded and then later as missing but subsequently 

was presumed killed. The Surrey Advertiser newspaper of 15 May 1915 published an 

article, which stated he had been posted as missing on 14 September 1914. It 

mentioned ñone of his friends, [Private] Golding, also of the Coldstream Guards, who 

was now on sick furlough, had reported that: 

 

"At 7.30 on the morning of September 14th, the company was ordered to advance up 

a narrow gully to the heights above the Aisne, to hold the hill close to the village of 

Vendresse. There was no supporting artillery and as the men arrived at the top they 

were simply shot downò. 

 

Private Deacon was shot and killed instantaneously. Private Golding and several 

others were taken prisoners but subsequently they overpowered their guard and 

escaped. Those who were left on the field that night were stripped of all papers and of 

their identification discs, so that when three days later, the burying party was sent to 

fetch them away, they could not be identified. Fortunately, Private Golding was one 

of the burying party and he knew and was able to identify several, among them 

including Private Deacon.  

 

They were buried in the churchyard at Vendresse by a Church of England clergyman, 

in a large grave facing east over the Aisne valley. In spite of their seeming failure, this 

hill was never lost, so Private Golding says, until it was finally handed over to the 

French when the British troops left the Aisne valley, so that the lives given so nobly 

were not given in vain. Private Deacon leaves a widow and little son". William was 

aged 23.  

 

Records of the Army Register of Soldiers' Effects of 1919 shows that William left to 

his wife a total of £12 3s 6d which included a £5 army gratuity. He is commemorated 

on the La Ferte-Sous-Jouarre Memorial, Seine-et-Marne, France, which is 66km east 

of Paris, which displays the names of 3,740 officers and men of the BEF who fell in 

the battles of Mons, Le Cateau, the Marne and the Aisne during August to October 

1914.  
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Registration of Belgian refugees 

The Head Constable Reigate Borough Police was instructed to carry out the 

instructions of the Home Office with regard to the registration of Belgian refugees184. 

The start of the war saw an influx of refugees from Belgium to Britain. In September 

1914 the British government offered "victims of war the hospitality of the British 

nation." The British Government accepted the responsibility for the reception, 

maintenance and registration of Belgian refugees, while at the same time sought out 

assistance in housing the refugees with local authorities. The Belgian refugees 

remained in Britain until after the end of the First World War, when most returned 

home.185 

The following month a further comrade is lost on active service: 

PC 257 Henry Edward Thomas Bullen, Surrey Constabulary  

Age 30, Killed in Action 26 October 1914 

 

Served as Private 12378 in the 1st Battalion Grenadier Guards and is buried in 

Zantvoorde British cemetery. PC Bullen was the son of Thomas and Mary Bullen. 

Henry was born at Walmer in Kent enlisting at Canterbury. 

Henry Bullen joined the Surrey Constabulary on 11th November 1912 and was sworn 

in on 29th November 1912 at Guildford aged 28 before Col. Ricardo and Capt. 

Briscoe. His appointment number was 1642 and his collar number 257. At the time of 

his appointment he gave his trade as Grocerôs Assistant, although he had previously 

served with the Grenadier Guards for seven years from 28th September 1905 to 27th 

September 1912. He was first stationed at Dorking later moving to Effingham and 

during his service was promoted from 3rd class to 1st class Constable. 

Age 28 

Height 5ô 10 İò 

Complexion Fair 

Hair Light Brown 

Eyes Blue 

Birth Place       Walmer, Kent 

 

A member of a family long connected with Walmer, Kent and son of an old Channel 

pilot, who went afloat in the lugger Cosmopolite, Private Bullen served 7 years in the 

1st Battalion Grenadier Guards. He was for a time parade inspector at Walmer, and 

when recalled to his regiment for the war, was in the Surrey Constabulary, and about 

to be married. 

 
184 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 Dec1915 
185 http://www.manchester.gov.uk/info/1062/archive_collections/506/multi-cultural_manchester/10 
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186 

Effingham, Surrey 

World War One Memorial in St Lawrence's Churchyard 

 

The battle for Ypres Salient occurred with the German artillery almost constant for 56 

hours during the period of PC Bullenôs death. Zantvoorde British Cemetery was made 

after the Armistice when remains were brought in from the battlefields and nearby 

German cemeteries. Many were those of soldiers who died in the desperate fighting 

round Zantvoorde, Zillebeke and Gheluvelt in the latter part of October 1914. There 

are now 1,583 servicemen of the First World War buried or commemorated in the 

cemetery. (CWGC site) 

 

A few days later another Surrey Constabulary police officer is lost: 

PC 221 Ernest William Brattle, Surrey Constabulary  

Aged 28, Died of wounds, 31 October 1914 

 

PC Brattle served as a Private in East Kent Regiment, ñThe Buffsò. He is Buried 

Boulogne Eastern cemetery dying at the age of 28. PC Brattle was the son of Emma 

 
186 http://www.surreycommunity.info/effinghamparishcouncil/local-history/research-projects/3-

effingham-in-wartime/effingham-ww1-memorial/effww1mem-bullen/ 
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Brattle, of 26, York Rd., South Farnborough, Hants.  He enlisted at Canterbury and 

gave his residence as South Farnborough, Hampshire.  

Ernest Brattle joined the Surrey Constabulary on 24th June 1912 aged 24, and was 

sworn in before Sir G Bonham and J N Renton at Guildford on 28th June 1912. His 

appointment number was 1619 and his collar number 221. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as Baker although he had previously served with The 

Buffs for 7 years from 15th October 1903 to 28th January 1911. PC Brattle was first 

stationed at Woking and during his service he was promoted from 3rd class to 2nd class 

Constable. 

Age 24 

Height 5ô 9ò 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Light brown 

Birth Place Snodland, Maidstone, Kent 

Saturday, 31st October 1914: Ernest William Brattle, Private L/7734, 1st Bn., The 

Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Ernest died of wounds, aged 28. Born: Snodland; 

enlisted: Canterbury; residence: South Farnborough; son of William, a plumber, born 

c.1862, Maidstone: residence: 3 May Cottages (1891) and] Emma Brattle, [born 

c.1864, East Peckham;] of 26, York Rd., South Farnborough, Hants. No known grave; 

memorial: Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France, Panel III.B.18. 187 

 

 

 

 

 
187 http://www.snodlandhistory.org.uk/people/WWI.htm 
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Armband and badge issued to special constables ï this was their uniform!  

Weekly Rest Day and Annual Leave 

At the beginning of the war in August, leave of absence or annual leave was 

suspended for members of the Surrey Constabulary but restored in November 1914. A 

move was taken in the Reigate Borough Police on the 2 October: Reigate Borough 

Police to have annual leave restored. 188 Time off was a consequence of the 1910 

Weekly Rest Day Act, which gave one day off a week but was not adopted in the 

Surrey Constabulary until 6 July 1914 and required an increase of fifty officers to 

cover the loss of hours to patrol.189 In General Order 600, 22 June 1914 the chief 

constable Surrey Constabulary, made it clear that it was a day of rest and that officers 

should do nothing on that day that militates against the object of the Act.  It was also 

pointed out that the day was granted ñsave on occasion of an emergencyò, and this 

may mean occasionally the day would be lost but he was sure would be accepted in 

the proper spirit. In the event of a man wanting to leave his detachment on his rest day 

must make the usual application to his superior officer. Should he remain in his 

detachment and any emergency occurs he will have to perform his duty as a police 

officer.190 In 1915 on June 4 the Surrey Constabulary weekly rest day suspended 

owing to the war. This would have the effect of increasing manpower by one seventh. 

Annual leave was to be granted as usual and arrangements made for a monthly rest 

day.191 However after six months on 31 December 1915, one rest day in fourteen 

became the rule until the rest day was eventually fully restored.192 

 
188 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by CC Metcalfe 
189 Durrant Surrey Constabulary 1851-1951 page 28 
190 Durrant Surrey Constabulary 1851-1951 page 28 
191 Written by Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-

surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/ 
192 Written by Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-

surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/ 
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1914 13 November: The chief constable Reigate Borough Police ordered that the 

whole force were to parade in their best uniform for church parade at St Mathewôs 

Church 193 

Normal Police duties continued; the work did not go away with war. One significant 

task was an enquiry into disappearance of a couple at Godalming in 1914.194    

Guildford Borough Police lose another man and Surrey Constabulary two 

News arrived of the loss of another man from the Guildford Borough Police, no doubt 

the loss having a significant impact on this tight knit group of men:  

PC 20 Sidney Charles Macey, Guildford Borough Police 

Aged 28 Killed in action  on 2 November 1914 Ypres Salient 

PC Macey served as Private 6426 of the 1st Battalion Scots Guards dying aged 28 in 

the defence of Ypres Salient. He was the husband of Ada H. Macey, of ñHighrough,ò 

Mountside, Guildford and is remembered on Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial He 

enlisted in Southampton and gave his residence as Salisbury.  

 

  

Photo Taken 29 November 1911 

Sidney Macey joined Guildford Borough on 8th February 1909 aged 23, and was 

sworn in on 22nd March 1909 before Messrs Gibson and Salisbury at Guildford Town 

Hall. His appointment number was 64 and his collar number 20. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as Butcher and that he had had 3 years service with the 

2nd Battalion, Scots Guards. During his service he was promoted from 4th class to 1st 

class Constable. On 21st November 1911 for neglect of duty in not reporting a found 

locket on 14th November he was stopped one days leave by the chief constable. 

 

 
193 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by CC Metcalfe 
194 SCC Archive: Item ref: CC98/14/6 
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Age 23 Height 6`1ò Complexion Fresh Hair  

Dark Brown Eyes Dark Blue Birth Place Salisbury 

 

The Menin Gate is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders, which 

cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. Broadly speaking, the Salient stretched 

from Langemarck in the north to the northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, 

but it varied in area and shape throughout the war. The Salient was formed during the 

First Battle of Ypres in October and November 1914, when a small British 

Expeditionary Force succeeded in securing the town before the onset of winter, 

pushing the German forces back to the Passchendaele Ridge. (CWGC site) 

 

 

Menin Gate Memorial: Visited by retired Surrey Constabulary officer 

Dave Powell June 2011 

 

Additional research by Phil Badham 

 

Sidney Charles MACEY Scots Guards was killed in action aged 28 on 2.11.1914 

Ypres Salient  

 

He was born 1885/1886 in Chilmark near Salisbury, Wiltshire to Edwin and Emma 

Macey (nee Macey!), and was baptised on 29th January 1886 in the local parish. His 

parents had a total of four children. In 1901 Sidney was still living with his parents in 

Chilmark and working as a groom but joined the 1st Battalion, Scots Guards, on 2 

February 1906. After 3 yearsô service, he left to join the Guildford Borough Police, 

and was appointed on 8 February 1909 and sworn in as Constable 20, by the Mayor, 

at Guildford Town Hall, on 22 March that year. In his time with Guildford Borough 

Police he rose from Constable 4th Class to Constable 1st Class. The only notice on his 

Police service record states he was stopped one dayôs leave in November 1911 for 

having failed to report a found locket. The 1911 census shows that Sidney was at that 

time living at 29 Testard Road, Guildford, lodging with the Lawrence family. Sidney 

married Ada Harriet Watt on 26 December 1912, at the Parish Church in the parish of 

Stoke-Next- Guildford.  
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He served in the Police until he resigned to re-join the Scots Guards on 4th August 

1914, at the outbreak of the First World War. The battalion were stationed in 

Aldershot, but left for Le Havre, France, on 13 August 1914. By 24 August, the 

battalion, as part of the British Expeditionary Force, was already being deployed to 

assist with the retirement of British and French troops in the face of the German 

advance. On Saturday 10 October 1914 the Surrey Advertiser newspaper reported that 

Mrs Macey, Stanley's wife, had received a letter from him on the previous Thursday, 

in which he indicated he was well but had the misfortune to have lost his brother, 

Private F Macey, who'd been in action with the Coldstream Guards. By 15 October 

the Battalion was near the village of Vendresse, having already lost 9 officers, with 

206 other ranks killed, wounded and missing. From 21 October through to the early 

days of November the battalion saw action in the Bixschoote area north of Ypres and 

were involved in the heavy fighting on the outskirts of Ypres, along the Menin Road, 

in the vicinity of the village of Gheluvelt, in the efforts of the BEF to stem the 

German advance. During the fighting Sidney was taken prisoner and was reported to 

have died from wounds during November 1914, at the age of 28. Records show 

Sidney's brother, Frederick George Macey, 4 years younger, had been killed in action 

on 8th September 1914 whilst serving with the 1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards. The 

Register of Soldiers' Effects shows that Stanley left to his wife a total of £11 3s 2d 

which included a £5 army gratuity.  

 

But the date Stanley died is in question, the Commonwealth War Graves records show 

it as 2 November 1914 whereas the Register of Soldiers' Effects as 30 November 

1914; both agree he was a prisoner of war. However, the Woking News and Mail of 6 

August 1915 stated it was the 14 November. Its article says "The War Office 

intimation simply states that he was "killed in action", but a private letter received 

from Geneva gives fuller particulars of the gallant soldier's death. Pte Macey received 

two serious wounds at Ypres on October 28th when his company was completely 

surrounded and when nearly all those who were not killed or wounded were taken 

prisoners. The last seen of Macey was as he lay wounded on the field. He was taken 

prisoner by the Germans, removed to a hospital and on November 14th died of his 

wounds. Pte Macey leaves a widow and among members of the police force with 

whom he was very popular, the news of his death has been received with much 

regret." Stanley was aged 28 and his final resting place being unknown, he is 

commemorated on the Menin Gate memorial at Ypres.  

 

The horrors of the war were hitting the Surrey police family very hard. It has to be 

remembered that the number of regular officers serving within the county were very 

few compared to modern times. 

 

 

PC 66 James Annals Freemantle Surrey Constabulary 
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Age not known, killed 11 November 1914 

One of two brothers to die on the same day 

 

PC Freemantle served as Private 6396 in the 1st Battalion Scots Guards on the Ypres 

Salient. He appears with his brother on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial. He was the 

son of William and Sarah Freemantle, of Easton, Winchester. His brother also fell on 

the same day.  

James Freemantle joined the Surrey Constabulary on 15th March 1913 and was sworn 

in at Guildford on 11th April 1913 before Col. Ricardo and J. H. Kenton Esq. His 

appointment number was 1665 and his collar number 66. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as a Moulder although he had previously served with 

the Scots Guards from 15 January 1906 to 14th January 1913. He was first stationed at 

Ripley and during his service was promoted from 3rd class Constable to 1st class 

Constable. James was the brother of PC 150 Thomas Freemantle. The brothers had 

followed each other through original service with the Scots Guards then into the 

Surrey Constabulary and then re-joining the Scots Guards. They both died on the 

same day serving with the same Battalion. They have no known grave.  James enlisted 

at Winchester. 

Height 5ô 11ò Complexion Fresh Hair Brown 

Eyes Blue Birth Place Easton, Hampshire 

 

On the 11 November the Prussian Guards were ordered to take Ypres Salient 

preceded by the heaviest bombardment yet. However the attempted German 

breakthrough to Calais failed. Over 5000 British soldiers killed. 

James also is remembered on the Menin Gate memorial to the missing as is his 

brother Thomas  

 

 
 

Menin Gate Memorial: Visited by retired Surrey Constabulary officer Dave 

Powell June 2011 
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Is this PC66 James Freemantle killed in France? 

 

PC 150 Thomas Freemantle Surrey Constabulary  

Aged 26, Killed 11 November 1914 

 

PC Freemantle served as Private 6268 in the 1st Battalion Scots Guards. He was the 

son of William and Sarah Freemantle, of Easton, Winchester. His brother also fell on 

the Ypres Salient and both are remembered on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial. 

Thomas Freemantle Joined the Surrey Constabulary on 8th December 1913 aged 26, 

and was sworn in at Guildford on 12th December 1913 before A. Chandler Esq. His 

appointment number was 1701 and his collar number 150. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as a Gardener working for a Miss Christian, although 

he had previously served with the Scots Guards from 26th October 1905 to 25th 

November 1912. He was first stationed at Horley and during his service was promoted 

from 3rd class to 2nd class Constable. Thomas was the brother of PC 66 James 

Freemantle. The brothers had followed each other through original service with the 
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Scots Guards then into the Surrey Constabulary and then re-joining the Scots Guards. 

They both died on the same day serving with the same Battalion. They have no known 

grave.  He enlisted at Winchester. 

 

Age 26 

Height 5ô 11 İò 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Blue 

Birth Place Easton, Hampshire 

The Freemantle Brothers195 

On the Woking town and the Old Woking  (St Peterôs) Great War memorials the 

name of James A Freemantle is inscribed, but that is only the start of this story. 

James Annals Freemantle was born in Easton, near Winchester, 20 December 1885, 

the fourth child and 3rd son of William Frederick Freemantle (a Gardener) and Sarah 

(nee Annals) who had married in 1880.  Their first son had died as an infant, but 

another son Thomas was born in Easton in 1888. 

By the 1901 Census, 15-year-old James is an apprentice in a iron foundry whilst his 

younger brother ñTomò is working as a gardener presumably helping his father. 

By the 1911 census James has joined the 1st Battalion, Scots Guards as a guardsman 

and is with the battalion in Allahabad, India. At some point James was discharged (to 

reserves?) and joined the Surrey County Police force as is shown on his marriage 

certificate when he married Grace Mary Hoare at St Andrew, Cobham 12 May 1914, 

James gave his abode as being Ripley.  

When war broke out James re-joined the 1st Battalion Scots Guards who disembarked 

at Le Havre, France on the 14th August and were engaged in various battles of the 

ñRace to the Seaò until the 1st Battle of Ypres when the battalion created new 

defensive trenches between Veldhoek Chateau and Polygon Wood on 1 November 

1914. 

James was amongst the 161 men the 1st Battalion Scots Guards lost (MIA or 

KIA)  from companies C and D on the 11th November when the front line trenches 

near Veldhoek were heavily shelled and then captured by the German advance, only 

39 men escaped unwounded out of the 200. 

 
195 Pete Smee https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/the-freemantle-brothers/ 
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However, the rear trenches held thanks to the British artillery firing over open sights 

at the advancing Germans less than 200 yards from the guns, and a heroic counter 

attack by the cooks and administrative staff of the Royal Engineers. Altogether the 1st 

Battalion Scots Guards lost over 700 men between the 1st and 12th November but this 

action played a major role in stopping the German advance.  

James is also remembered on the two Woking memorials, a war memorial in 

Easton, the Surrey Police Memorial at Mount Browne and on the Menin Gate 

Memorial to the Missing of Ypres. 

However on both the Menin Gate and the Mount Browne Memorial his name is 

immediately followed by T. Freemantle, which in fact is his younger Brother Thomas 

who was also in the 1st Battalion Scots Guards in 1911 (his service number (6268) 

indicates he may have joined before James (6396) and had presumably followed his 

brother into the Surrey Constabulary before 1914. 

It appears from Army record that Thomas fell in the same unit on the same day as his 

elder brother, both were declared Missing presumed dead, as the bodies were not 

recovered we will never know if they died in sight of each other. However an 

anomaly is that the Easton Memorial shows different dates with James having died on 

the 6th November, which the battalion War Diary describes as a ñFairly quiet dayò. 196  

1914-1918 Police use of Dogs 

The earliest record of dogs being used by the Surrey Constabulary was during the 

First World War.  A prisoner of war camp had been established at Frith Hill, Frimley 

and although most inmates were quite happy to sit out the war, from time to time 

some thought it their duty to escape. The surrounding countryside was ideal cover for 

the escapees. To assist in searching for them the police at Camberley obtained three 

Bloodhounds for the purposes of tracking.  Kennelled at Camberley Police Station 

and handled by Sergeant Kenward and his assistant PC Pink they were used several 

times with some success but their use was discontinued after the war.  197 

 

 

 

 

 

 
196 Posted by Pete Smee https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/the-freemantle-brothers/ 
197 Email Denis Turner late Surrey Constabulary Dog Section  
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Some of the Surrey Constabulary officers serving in the Military Police Corps 

September 1915 

 

 

         First  World  War Surrey Constabulary198 

 

Surname First 

Name 

Rank Regt. Comment 

Bridger Wilfred Lance 

Corporal 

Corporal 

Corporal 

Corporal 

Military 

Foot Police 

 

Budd Arthur Lance 

Corporal 

Military 

Foot Police 

 

Gater Watford 

Estough 

Lance 

Corporal 

Military 

Foot Police 

 

Gibson Reg Hollis Sergeant. 

Major 

Military 

Police 

1501 MPSC? Not certain he was Surrey 

Constabulary  

Marshall John 

Charles 

Lance 

Corporal 

Military 

Foot Police 

Policeman from Rowledge, born 1885. 
Service papers survive, 27 pages. Gassed  

 

April 1918 

 

Peet George Lance 

Corporal 

Military 

Mounted 

Police 

Policeman from Guildford, born 1889. 

Service papers survive 19 pages. Served in 

Surrey Police 24 May 1909 to 20 July 1915 

Runnegar Thomas 

James 

Lance 

Corporal 

Military 

Mounted 

Police 

Based in Caterham in 1915 awarded MM 

 
198 Source for Surrey Police WW1: Surrey History Centre Reference: 9152/1/5/4,September 1915 
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Surname First 

Name 

Rank Regt. Comment 

Ryall Frederick 

Arthur 

Lance 

Corporal 

Military 

Foot Police 

 

Smithers Noah Lance 

Corporal 

Military 

Foot Police 

Son of Mrs. Smithers, of Green Side, Ripley, 

Surrey. Born 1886. Police Constable living 

in Stroude, Virginia Water in 1911. Died of 

Wounds 21 May 1916 

Tanner Ernest Lance 

Corporal 

Military 

Mounted 

Police 

 

 

Tassell Arthur 

Henry 

Corporal Military 

Mounted 

Police 

Policeman from Chertsey, born 1889. 

 

 

 

Service papers survive 29 pages 

West Walter 

Henry 

Lance 

Corporal 

Military 

Mounted  

Police 

 

 

 

L/Cpl Bridger           L/Cpl Budd  L/Cpl Gater   Serg /Maj Gibson 

  

 L/Cpl Marshall        L/Cpl Peet            L/Cpl Runnegar MM L/Cpl Ryall 

 

L/Cpl Smithers         L/Cpl Tanner            L/Cpl Tassell            L/Cpl West 
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Road accident at Haslemere 

Just after Christmas at 7:45 on Sunday evening the 27th December 1914, a picket of 

20 men of the Military Mounted Police and the Royal Scots Fusiliers was slowly 

marching down the left-hand side of Station Road, Haslemere, in file, two deep. Eric 

Hides, a motor engineer from nearby Shottermill, was driving along the road ï not 

fast, probably less than the 10 miles an hour that the speed limit allowed, but with his 

acetylene headlights off and just his oil sidelights burning ï and was struggling to see 

through his misty, rain-spattered windshield. It was a dark night, the men wore dark 

coats, moved slowly and were difficult to see but they had just passed a streetlamp on 

the opposite side of the road and should still have been visible. The men of the patrol 

heard and saw nothing before Hidesô motorcar ploughed into them from behind. Six 

men were injured. 

Hides slammed on his brakes and his car ended up slewed across the road with a 

shattered windscreen. The injured men were loaded into the car and he drove them to 

Haslemere Cottage Hospital. One soldier, Fred Giles apparently unscathed except for 

a slight bruise developing on the back of his head, was up and about when the doctor 

saw him, insisting that there was nothing wrong with him and that he wanted to go 

back to the Railway Hotel. The doctor, seeing that he was ña little dazedò kept him in 

hospital. 

By midnight, Fred had fallen unconscious and the doctor was called. He had fractured 

his skull, probably when his head hit the road, and he had bleeding on the brain. A 

trepanning operation was performed to relieve the pressure but, at 4a.m. on Monday 

28th December 1914, he died. He was 39. 

Hides was not obliged to ï and, on the advice of his solicitor, he did not ï give 

evidence at the inquest held at Haslemere Council Chamber, but he was present and 

his solicitor questioned the witnesses. A witness said that the streetlamp shining on 

the rain-soaked glass would have made it impossible for Hides to see past the end of 

his bonnet. A jury verdict of accidental death was recorded. Hides appeared before the 

Guildford County Bench and was remanded on bail on a charge of manslaughter and 

later committed for trial. 

Hides was tried at the Surrey winter assizes in Guildford on 23rd February. The judge, 

Mr Justice Horridge, attended church before the trial, his carriage escorted by 

uniformed mounted men of the Surrey Guides, a home defence unit that he had 

personally inaugurated, the procession headed by the high sheriff, who was dressed in 

khaki. They met the mayor, aldermen and town cryer at the church. Convalescent 

soldiers were amongst the congregation for the service, which began with the 

National Anthem. The judge was then escorted to the court by the Guides. 
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A Grand Jury of local notables was sworn in. The judge explained the law regarding 

negligence as it pertained to manslaughter, saying it ñmust amount to real 

recklessness to make it criminal negligence.ò The question of whether Hidesô 

headlamps should have been on was discussed but the main point, in the judgeôs eyes, 

seems to have been whether Hides should have raised his windscreen or not. Mr 

Justice Horridge suggested that the Grand Jury ñmight think it was a case where the 

accused ought not to be charged criminallyò as he did not think that a jury conviction 

could be secured on that point alone. The prosecutor declined to proceed with the case 

and Hides was discharged. 

On 2nd January 1915, Fred Giles became the first war casualty to be buried at All 

Saintsô, Banstead. He is commemorated on the panels in All Saints, Banstead, in St 

Maryôs, Burgh Heath, and in the Burgh Heath War Memorial Hall. Fred was 

commemorated on the 100th anniversary of his death, as part of Banstead and Burgh 

Heathôs World War One remembrance project. A service was held during which a bell 

was tolled 100 times at noon.199 

December 1914 Annual Report Chief Constable Reigate Borough Police 

1914 31 December: James Metcalfe to the Watch Committee including a report on the 

activities of the Fire Brigade: 

The War brought many extra duties to the police, exacerbated by the loss of men on 

the Army Reserve list and other volunteers. After war was declared in August police 

undertook the role of registering all aliens including Belgian refugees. A further role 

was that of Billet Master, finding lodgings for members of the army.  The Chief 

Constable reported that since war was declared ñmuch onerous and anxious workò fell 

to the police.  

 

A system of Special Police was organised in August. About 30 such Specials with a 

chief and deputy chief were engaged for each night beat. Reluctantly the police again 

became Coronerôs Officers following an appeal from the Coroner to the Watch 

Committee. 200 

Chief Constable Santôs report of March 1915 

 

Continuing his report on the war to the Standing Joint Committee, the chief constable 

first recorded that all Belgian refugees in óthe Constabulary Areaô had been registered 

(total 2106 óexclusive of persons under 16ô), and then continued with details of further 

communications from the Home Office with instructions including: ónot to 

countenanceô the formation of ótown guardsô and ócivil guardsô in favour of the 

Volunteer Training Corps (which Special Constables may join) as recognised by the 

War Office; the prevention of óill-disposed personsô, suspicious loiterers and 

 
199 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/lance-corporal-fred-giles-died-28th-december-1914/ 
200 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 Dec 1914 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com  

 

 527 

trespassers from obtaining information regarding local defence works; local billeting 

of soldiers (Sant here noted that demands for this had been óalmost incessantô and 

reported the confusion caused by three separate and independent demands from the 

Central Force, the Eastern Command and the Aldershot Command and suggested 

ósome central billeting authorityô); the extension of the area within which the 

reporting of aircraft should be made; Police co-operation in the military protection of 

local railways (although the Home Office had omitted the South Eastern Railway 

from their list as it was ónot regarded as importantô, even though part of it formed a 

direct line from Aldershot and Dover and regularly carried troop trains); the 

extinguishing of lights during hours of darkness (conflicting orders caused Sant to 

remark óThe Committee will realise the difficulty experienced by the Police in 

attempting to keep up with orders arriving in such rapid successionô); action by Police 

in the event of bombs dropped in the county; and the exemption of Special Constables 

from jury duty. 

 

Sant reported his own communications with 1. The General Officers Commanding, 

the 2nd Army, the Eastern Command and the Aldershot Command, pointing out that 

the óIntoxicating Liquor (Temporary Restriction) Actô of 1914 appeared not to be 

administered satisfactorily with regard to the sale of liquor to soldiers; 2. The War 

Office regarding órapid and inconsiderate driving of motorcars and motorcycles by 

military officers ô (from which several óserious accidentsô have resulted) 3. The 

General of the local forces complaining of an óunexpectedô, inconvenient and unlit 

night ócordon of picketsô placed around the town of Guildford (into part of which Sant 

nearly rode his bicycle). 

However, at the very end of this report he noted the receipt of óseveral most gratifying 

letters from military officers testifying to the valuable assistance which they have 

received from the policeô, which must have alleviated his irritation to some degree. 201 

Wyke and Normandy road accident 

1915 April 10: As a taxicab containing four soldiers was passing through the village 

of Normandy on Sunday, a tyre came off one of the wheels, causing it to skid and 

overturn in the ditch by the roadside. One of the occupants, who was extricated from 

the cab, was badly injured and was removed to the County Hospital, Guildford.202 

Police Life continues! 

1915 April 12: Rex v Woodman: Special Constables Budgen and Gale Reigate 

Borough Police were commended by the Watch Committee with £12 12s set aside for 

a suitable present for them 203 

 
201 Written by Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-

surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/ 
202 1915 April 10th Surrey Advertiser 
203 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1915 
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1915 April 12: PC Spain Reigate Borough Police commended and awarded £3 3s 204 

In May 1915 in Walton on Thames there were serious disturbances caused by bad 

feeling against German refugees who were living in the town. ñSteady progressò on 

interning enemy aliens is not stopping anti-German riots, and the Riot Act has to be 

read.205 

1915 May17: For Reigate Borough Police officers serving in the armed forces the 

difference in pay of a constable prior to marriage and his Army pay was ordered by 

the Watch Committee to be made up 206 

 

The Head Constable, Sergeant Howard, PC Spain and PC Sturt appointed officers of 

the Local Authority under the Public Health Act, Amendment Act 1907 respecting 

dealers in old metal and marine stores.207 

 

1915 George Bridger was fined five shillings for trespassing in search of game, 

having been discovered at the foot of Coast Hill, Westcott to the west of Dorking 

by PC Lightfoot.  

1915 December, Reigate Borough Police Head Constable reported to the Watch 

Committee that,  óThe War has made the work of the Clerical and Detective 

Departments of the Force very heavy. Considerable investigations and reports 

occupying much time and attention have had to be made to the Home Office, the War 

Office, the Competent Military Authorities and other Police Forces.ô208 

 

Guildford Borough Police Upper High Street 1915 

 

 
204 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 Dec1915 
205 https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/ww1-archive/11600384/Daily-Telegraph-May-17-1915.html 
206 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 Dec 1915 
207 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 Dec 1915 
208 SCC Archive Centre CC98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 Dec 1915 
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May 1915 Chief Constable Santô Report Surrey Constabulary 

This report begins by outlining the effects of the Defence of the Realm Act (DORA) 

and the Defence of the Realm (Consolidation) Regulations Act with regard to 

offences committed against them by both civilian and military persons, before 

continuing with details of further communications from both the Home Office and the 

Army with instructions including: the placing of all public houses and clubs in the 

Aldershot area out of bound for troops until 2pm (óThe term ñsoldierò does not 

include ñofficeròô); the reduction of lighting in Guildford and the Borough of 

Godalming (to be enforced by the Police); arrangements for warning factories and 

other works of the approach of hostile aircraft so that they can extinguish lights or 

have them extinguished by cutting off power (Sant asked the Committee to imagine 

themselves in his position, ósuddenly awakened at say, 2am and informed that an 

airship has been seen é making for Surrey, they appreciate his difficulty in carrying 

out é instruction[s], especially in view of the fact that an airship can travel at 50 

miles an hourô); signals chosen for warning the civil population of óthreatened 

bombardmentô (two instructions of which appear to conflict each other); a bonus of 3 

shillings a week for all members of the force; the restriction of Aliens; the co-

operation of Civil and Military Authorities in óSanitary mattersô; the movement of 

óAnti-Aircraft motor carsô; signs to be displayed by Civil Hospitals in the event of 

bombing; co-operation of the Police in measures taken against ówastageô caused by 

soldiers absent without leave; and licences for the sale or manufacture of arms and 

ammunition (owners of which are to keep sales books, the inspection of which should 

be arranged by the Police). 

Sant also wrote for clarification as to whether persons holding permits to keep carrier 

pigeons should keep them or óliberateô them, and received the óambiguousô reply that 

a permit gives the owner the right to either keep or liberate provided the permit is with 

the owner at the time. 

At the end of this 9-page report, Sant reiterated the impact of the burden of extra 

duties imposed by the war and carried out in addition to óordinaryô duties (óthe idea 

that crime has ceased since the war broke out is a fallacyô), especially as he had lost 

31 men to recruitment: óI must, however, endeavour to ñcarry onò to the best of my 

ability with my numbers dwindling from day to dayô.209 

War impacts the Reigate Borough Police 

1915 June 21, Head Constable Reigate Borough Police report to Standing Joint 

Committee: Reigate Borough Police Sergeants Watson and Taylor and PC Stanwell 

 
209 Written by Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-

surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/ 
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were informed they had their right to retire on pension withdrawn for the period of the 

war. 210 

Reigate Borough Police PCs Lawrence, Miles, Morse, Wilkinson, Santer and Foster 

were given permission to join the Army. 211 

The Head Constable Reigate Borough Police was authorised to pay Special 

Constables who carry out ordinary police duty 32 shillings a week rising after 

satisfactory service to 35 shillings per week.212 

Fourteen men served so if that is the case there are two names missing. These figures 

come from a report of the 31 December 1918 to the Watch Committee: The 

establishment of Reigate Borough Police was 40 and strength of 20 with 14 men in 

the Army. Officers re-joining the force from the army have to be re-attested but their 

War service will count towards their pension.213 

1915 9 August: Permission for PCs Hickman and Smith Reigate Borough Police to 

join the Army as soon as arrangements could be made for their release. 214 

The Chief Constable Reigate Borough Police report to the Watch Committee for 1916 

is unfortunately missing from the collection of reports held at the Surrey History 

Centre. 

Chief Constable Santôs Report September 1915 

This report, 19 pages long, includes at the end an extra two pages listing by name 

Army Reservists recalled and members of the Police Force who have enlisted.  

Further communications were received from various authorities with instructions 

regarding: the enlistment of Belgian subjects aged between 18 and 25 (with trouble 

caused by many forms being completed in Flemish, óa language of which I am 

ignorantô); enforcement of the Aliens Restriction (Belgian Refugee) Order; the 

prohibition of the óliberationô of pigeons from lofts for any reason and the transport of 

pigeons without a permit; the supplying (at short notice) of numbers of Germans, 

Austrians, Hungarians and Turks of military age and the number of females 

(ódistinguishing British-born wives, or widowsô) living in the Chief Constableôs 

district; lights of various colours on military vehicles (which are permitted to exceed 

the speed limit); deportation or repatriation of óalien enemiesô other than males of 

military age (the only exceptions being wives of British birth and persons who obtain 

official exemptions); amendments to DORA regarding the extinguishing and carrying 

of lights, and óillicit signallingô; the submission of detailed reports after aerial 

 
210 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 Dec 1915 
211 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 Dec  1915 
212 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 Dec  1915 
213 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 Dec  1918 
214 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 Dec  1915 
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bombing; suspected enemy firing of factories (later proved to be ónormalô); death 

from illness of Special Constables and payments to their widows; the closing of 

licensed houses in the vicinity of the Aldershot Training Area (not applicable to 

officers residing in hotels); the repatriation of destitute aliens; the prevention of the 

sale of the 1915 crop of hay by farmers before its inspection and requisition; the 

offence of holding communication with a spy; the use of unauthorised uniforms or 

badges and the unauthorised use of official documents or ómarksô; areas within the 

county where photography or sketching is to be allowed or disallowed; the export of 

pigeons to óneutral Countriesô; preventing the supply of óintoxicantsô to convalescent 

soldiers; and the establishment of a ócivil Police Stationô at Witley Camp (to help 

counteract the óamazing amount of pilferingô in the camp by civilian workmen; the 

chief constable  ócould not see [his] way to grant this requestô due to his shortage of 

manpower unless Special Constables were used). 

Complaints from the Post Office regarding who should pay for the official franking of 

envelopes, apparent military difficulties as to who exactly were óCompetent Military 

Authoritiesô to whom problems should be referred and yet more amendments to 

regulations for the sale of alcohol to military personnel were all further unwelcome 

distractions. 

Due to the large number of constables enlisting, the Chief Constable found it 

necessary to suspend the óWeekly Rest Dayô from 4 June, although annual leave was 

to be granted as usual and arrangements made for a monthly rest day.215 (See above) 

 

 
215 Written by Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-
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Walter Yeend in later years as an inspector Guildford Borough Police  
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Police Sergeant Godwin wounded serving in France on three occasions 

 

Detective Sergeant Mansfield on the right 

Mentioned in Despatches during the War 

 

Aerial attack on Guildford by the enemy 1915 

Aerial attack by the enemy was unexpected particularly in the country around 

Guildford. The dropping of a dozen bombs led to a significant police response to the 

scene, collating and investigating exactly what had happened including a search for 

casualties. On this occasion the Guildford Borough Police and Surrey Constabulary 

officers were no doubt able fairly quickly to control this incident but there were no 

doubt continuing consequences with the possibility of further attacks. This time the 

residents of Surrey were lucky. 

In 1915 on October 13 at about 2200 Zeppelin L13 approached Guildford from the 

direction of Newlands Corner. Bombs were dropped and later police investigation 

showed that ten bombs fell in the Borough and two more at Shalford Park killing a 
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swan on the Wey and 17 roosting fowls at St Catherineôs.216  Zeppelin attack 

followed on Albury Gunpowder Mills where the factory was provided with anti-

aircraft guns by early 1915, and St Marthaôs Church was heavily camouflaged with 

branches to prevent the building being used by enemy pilots as a landmark for 

navigation. 217 

The raid led to a stiffening of the lighting regulations resulting in 49 summonses and a 

total of £37 in fines. 218  

A full report on the Zeppelin attack 

Inclement weather kept German Navy Zeppelins in their sheds in early October 1915 

but on 13th it was considered that conditions were reasonable enough to risk another 

venture against London. Airships L11, L13, L14, L15, and L16 were assigned to this 

mission, three from Nordholz and two from Hage in Lower Saxony. They assembled 

in the afternoon and were soon above a solid overcast at 2600 feet. From Ameland 

they headed for the coast of Norfolk crossing the coast of at around 1830 hours and 

headed towards their destination. The first four came inland over Norfolk more or less 

together with L.11 some distance behind. Helmut Mathy, who was in command, 

spread his airships for safety and took the lead to London planning to attack from the 

North. Only one, L15 navigated its way to the target successfully and dropped bombs 

that caused casualties and panic in the Capital. The popular press of the time made 

much of the incident, and the attack was dubbed the ñTheatreland Raidò due to the 

death and destruction that was wrought on The Lyceum and Gaiety theatres. The 

airships in this raid killed 71 and injured 128 people, causing £80,020 damage. 219 

 

The Zeppelin over Epsom on route to Guildford 

 
216 Surrey Police a Pictorial History 1851-2001 Gerry Middleton Stewart 
217 http://www.weyriver.co.uk/theriver/industry_5_gunpowder.htm 
218 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
219 http://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/zeppelin-raids-over-surrey-1915-and-1916/ 
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L13 (Kapitänleutnant Helmut Mathy): The Zeppelin came inland at about 6.15pm. 

She passed Dereham, Newmarket and Hertford then, just after 9.00pm, a 13-pdr gun 

at Birchwood Farm, a mile northwest of Hatfield opened fire. In reply, L.13 dropped 

four high explosive (HE) bombs. One landed 70 yards from the gun but only damaged 

windows in nearby cottages. She continued on her course, passing around the west of 

London on his way to his target, the waterworks at Hampton, but he missed a bend in 

the Thames, followed the River Wey, and crossing the Thames at Weybridge at 

9.50pm. She passed Guildford at 10.10 heading east, but five minutes later, as she 

approached Chilworth, the site of a gunpowder factory, a 1-pdr pom-pom opened fire. 

L.13 turned back towards Guildford and dropped 12 HE bombs over the St. 

Catherineôs area.  

These damaged railway tracks, caused damage to a number of properties ï 

particularly in Guildown Road and Chestnut Avenue ï killed a swan on the River 

Wey and 17 chickens. Mathy then followed an easterly course away from Guildford, 

again passing the Chilworth factory, and came perilously close to colliding with L.14 

between Bromley and Bickley at about 11.30pm. At 11.45pm, guns at Blackheath and 

Honor Oak opened fire as L.13 approached Woolwich thinking he was over Victoria 

Docks. She dropped three HE and 14 incendiary bombs on the artillery barracks, 

injuring four men, killing a horse and injuring nine others in a stable. Another nine 

incendiaries landed in the town then, over the Arsenal, L.13 dropped one HE and five 

incendiary bombs, injuring nine men, one of whom later died. A final HE bomb fell 

harmlessly on Plumstead marshes. Anti-aircraft guns of various calibres engaged L.13 

on a number of occasions before she passed out to sea near Dunwich, Suffolk, at 

about 2.00am. She got back to her base the next morning after a close call with Dutch 

guns on the island of Vlieland.220 

The official report of the raid (the uncensored version was published in March 1919) 

on 13 October 1915 (ñéa beautifully clear nightéò), especially the bombs dropped 

on the Guildford area, was written up in the Surrey Advertiser. Initially, two bombs 

were dropped on Shalford Park, one near the 7th green and one near the fairway of the 

1st hole on the golf course. About 10pm there was a message from Effingham that a 

Zeppelin was moving towards Guildford; by 10.05pm it was over Newlands Corner, 

and by 10.10pm it was hovering over the borough. Eyewitness, William Harvey, said 

L13 was ñéquite low when it first appeared over the town, but rose rapidly to a great 

height (9,600 feet) after it dropped the first flare.ò The Zeppelin then moved towards 

Wood Street (3 miles to the south west of Guildford221), turned around and headed 

back to Guildford. At 10.25pm it dropped another flare, dropped bombs, dropped 

another flare, more bombs and by 10.40pm disappeared over St Catherineôs towards 

Shalford. The airship continued on to Reigate, Redhill and Croydon. Later it was 

reported that at 11.40pm it nearly collided with Zeppelin L14 over Bromley 

 
220 http://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/zeppelin-raids-over-surrey-1915-and-1916/ 
221 Should read north west of Guildford 
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What was the purpose of the raid? One onlooker in York Road ñthought at first it was 

one of our own airships from Farnborough out experimenting in a night trialò. A 

number of theories abound; was the pilot was looking for the gunpowder works? 

When he was dropping bombs over Guildford he thought he was bombing the 

waterworks at Hampton. Did he mistake St Catherineôs church for St Marthaôs as a 

guide to the gunpowder works? Were they aiming for the railway; or looking for 

Farnborough or Aldershot; or was ñmomentarily lostò? An official message from 

Berlin on the raid published a day after the raid showed that the commander did not 

know where he was. In his log, the pilot maintained in his log that he believed he was 

bombing the waterworks at Hampton on the River Thames. Itôs believed that he lost 

his bearings and, instead of following the course of the River Thames, followed the 

Wey instead. After an anti-aircraft gun at Chilworth gunpowder works fired on his 

airship, he dropped his payload on St Catherineôs. Indeed, Mr Charles D Hodgson, 

another onlooker observed that ñéno bombs would have been dropped on Guildford 

had the Zeppelin not been molested as it was heading towards Worplesdon when 

óthose damned popguns at Chilworth began letting off fireworksôò. The guns were 

under charge of a detachment of the 2/5 Battalion, The Queenôs (Royal West Surrey) 

Regiment.222  

Women Patrols from 1915 223 

 

Surrey Constabulary First World War Women Patrol 

 
222 Graham Webster, 3 Feb 2015 SHC Woking 
223 Michael Page using as reference reports of Chief Constable to Standing Joint Committee contained 

in SHC ref CC98/1/5, H Keatley Moore and W C Berwick Sayers óCroydon and the Great Warô (1920) 

and W H Oakley, óGuildford in the Great Warô (1934) wrote the following which is part of Surrey in 

the Great War project)  
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Two separate (and to some extent rival) organisations of women police were 

established during World War I, in response to the social and moral challenges thrown 

up by the war.  In 1914, the suffragette Miss Margaret Damer Dawson and the 

journalist Nina Boyle established the Women Police Volunteers, later the Women 

Police Service (and later still the Womenôs Auxiliary Service), which operated from 

headquarters in Eccleston Square, London, and received some support from 

Metropolitan Police Commissioner Sir Edward Henry.  224 

Henryôs successor, Sir Nevil Macready was less enthusiastic but gave his support 

to the women police patrols which had been set up by the National Union of Women 

Workers, with the encouragement of Scotland Yard, with a brief to work among the 

women and girls who were coming to London in increasing numbers and 

congregating around the army camps, parks, recruiting stations and railway terminals; 

later in the war the patrols operated within the munitions factories, concerned to guard 

the moral welfare of young, single women, away from home and family and with 

money in their pockets.  225 

Both organisations soon spread beyond the Metropolitan Police area to other parts of 

the country, including Surrey. In Reigate and Redhill, Reigate Borough Police area 

women patrols were working early in 1915.  An article in the Surrey Mirror of 23 

March 1915 defended their work, denying that they were a police force or were 

intended to stop soldiers meeting women.  The patrols, who wore striped armlets and 

carried a card signed by the Head Constable and with a number registered at Scotland 

Yard, did not seek to órescue the fallen, but to prevent the ignorant from fallingô, 

accomplished by patrolling the areas where girls were óloitering about the places 

where soldiers are to be metô.  A committee, the secretary of which was Jessie 

Heesom of Welton House, Redhill, oversaw their work. 226 

Similar patrols were established in Weybridge in 1915.  As in Reigate and Redhill, 

they did not meet with universal approval.  A letter printed in the Surrey Herald of 18 

June 1915 from óA Weybridge Girlôs Brother in Khakiô believed the patrols, set up 

ófor the purpose of preventing anyone in uniform from enjoying the society of girlsô, 

constituted óa studied insult to both parties é. though I think it totally unnecessary to 

attempt to defend the good name of the Weybridge lasses, I am sure they have no 

superior in character or behaviour in all parts where my regiment has been 

quarteredô. 227  

A reply from óOne Who Knowsô (25 June) denied that the patrols were designed to 

prevent the sexes from mixing and said that on the contrary a Club had been set up, 

which provided a safe environment for dances and socials.  Towards the end of the 

war, at a meeting reported in the Herald of 12 July 1918, Sir Francis Champneys 

 
224 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 
225 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 
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praised the work of the Weybridge patrols in countering the dangers posed by óthe 

flapper, the girl between 14 and 18ô, which óat that moment was one of the greatest 

problems for the countryô.  Champneys lamented the spread of venereal disease and 

advocated self-control, parental discipline and knowledge of the catechism. Mrs 

Macfarlane, Metropolitan Organiser of Women Patrols, agreed with Sir Francisô 

diagnosis of the problem and asserted that óIt was to protect the growing girls that the 

movement was started. They were preventive agents, ready to help girls and warn 

them and to be their friends, thus preventing them from hurting themselves and 

othersô.228 

In Guildford, women patrols were established in July 1916, with eight operating by 

December 1916.  They had been coached by Winifred Kersey, of the London 

Womenôs Patrol Committee, and the Surrey Advertiser of 4 December 1916 carried a 

justification of their presence in the town: óour object is entirely to befriend young 

girls é. What we want is to create a moral atmosphere in the streets by our silent 

presenceô.  Each patrol wore an armlet and carried a card signed by Surrey Chief 

Constable Sant.229   

In July 1918 the Guildford Borough Council considered and rejected a suggestion of 

the local branch of the National Union of Women Workers that two women police 

officers should be appointed to the Boroughôs police force óin view of the special and 

grave danger to which the young girls of the town are exposed at the present time, and 

as a means of securing an improvement in the conduct of members of the public, 

particularly in the neighbourhood of the river (Surrey Advertiser, 31 July 1918).  The 

Council considered that óit is not easy to regard women as the instruments of that 

force upon which the law relies in the last resortô and argued that the volunteer 

women patrols, seemingly abandoned by this point, should be revived 

A club was set up in Godalming, again on the recommendation of the local Womenôs 

Patrol Committee and with the enthusiastic endorsement of General R G E Leckie, the 

commanding officer of the Canadian soldiers in Witley Camp.  It opened in February 

1917, occupying the Borough Hall on weekday evenings and the Court Room 

between 2.30 and 9pm at weekends (Surrey Advertiser, 22 January and 5 February 

1917).  By March 1918 the Godalming Patrols had ceased to operate though the 

Surrey Advertiser of 6 March urged the continuing need: óThe giddy, giggling, 

irresponsible flappers one sees ogling soldiers and inviting their attentions are not 

only a danger to themselves and the men but they are a danger to their sex generally, 

for they cheapen woman hood in the eyes of the men in khakiô.230 

The Surrey Constabulary experimented with paid women police officers, recruited 

from the WPS.  In December 1918, Chief Constable Sant reported that he had 

appointed women police ófor the purpose of dealing with the females at the camps in 

 
228 228 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 
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the vicinity of Frimley, in consequence of the employment of a number of women at 

the campsô.  The Commandant of Women Police at Eccleston Square had sent four 

potentially suitable candidates, and two were taken on, although they had to suffer a 

demotion to work in Surrey, their ranks being lowered from Sub-Inspector and 

Sergeant to Sergeant and Constable.  Sant argued that women constables should be 

appointed across the county, as they would be particularly valuable in watching 

suicidal female prisoners and in attending female prisoners while the latter were in 

court and subsequently escorting them to prison.  Such work generally had to be 

undertaken by the wives of serving policemen, who often had to be accompanied by 

their husbands ófor safetyô.  231 

 

However, in March 1919, the Chief Constable reported that as demobilisation of 

troops was proceeding, the two policewomen at Frimley were no longer required and 

had been laid off.  One policewoman continued to work in the Godalming Division, 

where she was fully occupied in attending on female prisoners; probably many 

were prostitutes in the vicinity of Witley Camp.  232 

In December 1918 Sant reported that 31 women had been prosecuted under Section 

40D of the Defence of the Realm Act for continuing their trade while carrying 

sexually transmitted diseases.  Twenty-seven of the 31 had been convicted and had 

 
231 231 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 
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each received four months imprisonment. The Chief Constable commented óit is 

computed that these 27 women had connections with at least 10 different men a week, 

so that at the end of four months, no less than 4320 men would have been 

contaminated by themô.233 

Chief Constable Santôs Report November 1915 

The flood of instructions from the Home Office continued, and included: the 

prevention of ópersons of enemy antecedents, or undesirable character, from obtaining 

instruction at schools which have been licensed for the teaching of wireless 

telegraphyô; the enrolment of non-commissioned officers at Witley Camp as Special 

Constables (no doubt with regard to the ópilferingô referred to earlier); the granting of 

licences for building new or altering existing factories to manufacture explosives; 

illicit signalling with kites (óthe burden of proof that any kite is not intended for 

signalling purposes, lies with the userô); the registration and internment of Bulgarians 

(with whom Great Britain was now at war); further (conflicting) instructions under the 

new Control of Lights Order regarding the showing of lights (windows and roof areas 

of factories could be left óundarkened if necessary for the safe and expeditious 

progress of the workô whereas lights in private houses must be órendered invisible at 

all timesô; invited to make suggestions, the Chief Constable responded with several, 

although the response was not as helpful as he desired and his suggestions were 

ultimately ignored); arrangements for warning Police of the approach of hostile 

aircraft (considered óSketchyô by Sant); establishing a óbonfire systemô (requested by 

the Royal Flying Corps) to guide aeroplanes at night; and the supply of khaki armlets 

for those attested for the Reserves and those discharged as medically unfit. 

The Chief Constable also found it necessary to complain on several occasions, 

especially of the overwork the war brought to his force. A Zeppelin raid over London 

on 13 October (with one off-course Zeppelin dropping bombs on Guildford) ógreatly 

increasedô the work of the Police in Surrey and the necessity of obtaining information 

and supplying returns of anything from stocks of hay to available motor transport, 

which ónecessitate a considerable amount of workô, also took up valuable time. 

Constables were being placed in óClass 40ô234 and indiscriminately receiving Lord 

Derbyôs recruiting letter asking what more they could do for their country, despite 

óworking overtime without one word of grumble or complaintô (even his clerical staff, 

both married men over 40, had received the letter).235 

 

 
233 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/guardians-of-morals-women-in-the-police/ 
234 The writer has been unable to find out what Class 40 conditions were. Lord Derby was the Director 

General of Recruiting. Letter 26 October 1915. It is believed that this refers to the recruiting process 

when letters were sent followed up by people called at the homes of eligible recruits and in this case no 

account was taken of the exemption of police officers at this stage of the war. Many had however 

volunteered and went to the Colours. 
235 Written by Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-

surrey-police-in-wartime-part-1-1914-1915/ 
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Annual Report from Chief Constable Reigate Borough Police 

1915 31 December: Annual Report from Chief Constable Reigate Borough Police to 

the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe including a report on the activities of the 

Fire Brigade: 236 

 

Police Constable 13 Frederick Marks and PC 31 Ernest Didier St Amand resigned to 

join the Army.237 

 

A Special Branch of the Special Police was formed under two chiefs to give attention 

to special matters and they have done some very good work238 

 

The Head Constable was advised to fill the vacancies in the force temporarily, if 

possible from the Special Constabulary.239 

 

The military authorities were empowered to use the police cells so far as can be 

spared.240  

 

Englefield Green  - Two Small Offences - Surrey Herald 3 December 1915. Breaches 

of lighting regulation followed by a summons under the Defence of the Realm Act.241 

1916 Food was short and PC Fuller Guildford Borough was awarded a gratuity of 10 

shillings for the action he took leading to the conviction of a butcher for having 

diseased meat in his possession.242 

January 1916 PC Rose, Metropolitan Police: Single-handed raided a gypsy camp on 

Bookham Common (out of his area as he was based at Epsom) and made some arrests 

of ñabsenteesò under the Military Service Act. (Later in 1919 Rose was injured in the 

Epsom Riot)243 

 

PC 55 William Avenall  

(CWGC incorrectly spell the name Avenell)  

Surrey Constabulary  

Died of Wounds aged 29 3 January 1916 

 
236 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 Dec1915 
237 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 Dec 1915 
238 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 Dec 1915 
239 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 Dec 1915 
240 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 Dec1915 
241 Surrey Herald, Issue No. 1384, 3 December 1915, Page 08 , Col a 
242 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
243 ñWe are not manslaughtersò Martin Knight Tonto Books 2010 
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PC Avenall served as Private L/8495 of the 1st Battalion, The Queenôs (Royal West 

Surrey Regt.) He died aged 29 and was the son of Edmond and Ada Avenall, of 

Bramley, Guildford and the husband of Alice Avenall, of Normandy Village, 

Guildford. He is buried in Woburn Abbey Cemetery, Cuinchy. He enlisted at 

Guildford. 

William Avenall joined the Surrey Constabulary on 12th September 1910 aged 24, and 

was sworn in before H. A. Powell and R. L. Briscoe at Guildford on 16th September 

1910. His appointment number was 1570 and his collar number 55. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as soldier having served with the Royal West Surrey 

Regiment for five years.  He was first stationed at Bletchingly before moving to 

Normandy and during his service he was promoted from 3rd class to 1st class 

Constable. 

Age 24 

Height 5ô 11ò 

Complexion Pale 

Hair Dark Brown 

Eyes Brown 

Birth Place Gomshall 

 

Cuinchy remained during almost the whole of the war within range of German guns, 

and fighting British units and Field Ambulances established the cemeteries in the 

commune. Woburn Abbey Cemetery was named from a house on the East side of it 

used as Battalion Headquarters and as a Dressing Station. It was begun by the Royal 

Berkshire Regiment in June, 1915 and closed in January, 1916 on account of its 

exposed situation, but a few further burials were made as late as April, 1918. (CWGC 

site) 

Witley Camp Stabbing Affair  

In January 1916 there were about 300 Russians reported in the Surrey Advertiser to be 

at Witley Camp with the Canadian Expeditionary Force. 244 Among them was a 

Samuel Soholovitch (Sokolvitch) a 28 year old soldier who on 31 January 1916 was 

charged with 'feloniously, wilfully and of his own malice aforethought killing and 

murdering Henri Jolicoeur on 10 January 1916. His trial was at the Surrey Assizes on 

23 February 1916, but no plea was taken245 

The Times reported that an inquest was held at Farnham on the body of Private Henri 

Jolicoeur, aged 28, 41st (Montreal) Battalion Canadian Infantry, who was fatally 

stabbed in the bar of the Prince of Wales Hotel, Whitehill, Bordon on Monday 

evening. (This is in Hampshire and that police force would have led on the enquiry.) 

 
244 http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com/forums/index.php?showtopic=158389 
245 Document no QS3/4/26 at the Surrey History Centre, 
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Private Samuel Soholovitch, A Russian Canadian of the same regiment, has been 

remanded on a charge of murdering Jolicoeur. 

It was stated that Soholovitch twice attempted to stab private Lemadeleine, and when 

he made a third attempt, Jolicoeur placed himself between the two men and was 

stabbed in the upper part of the arm by a clasp knife, which severed an artery. The 

wound was two inches long and two deep.  Jolicoeur died on the way to hospital. 

When arrested Soholovitch said "Send me a Russian captain, I don't  want any 

Frenchmen. Let me have some bullets and I will kill the lot of them." 

A verdict of "Wilful murder" against Soholovitch was returned. 246 

Sentenced for Manslaughter 

Mr. Justice Darling sentenced the prisoner to 12 months' hard labour, but said that if 

the authorities could take him out of prison and employ him as soldier, preferably in 

the Russian Army, he should support such a course. 247 

1916: The Guildford Borough Police Watch Committee resolved to grant £10 to the 

St. John Ambulance towards fitting up a ward in the Congregational Hall for the 

purpose of receiving casualties in the event of an air raid. St. John at that time had two 

motor ambulances and one horse drawn. 248 

Reigate Borough Police: For 1916 and 1917, the reports are slightly more detailed 

than 1914-1915, giving a month-by-month breakdown of events. Even so, mention of 

the war here is very brief: 

1916 (incorporated into the report for 1917) ï óAprilé War Bonus of 3s per week 

granted to each member é Half pay granted to members of Fire Brigade called as 

ñStand-Byò when hostile aircraft are reportedô; óMay é The question of calling the 

Fire Brigade to ñStand-Byò in case of Air raids left to the discretion of the Head 

Constableô; óSeptember é The Head Constable to inform Station Officer of every 

order received of the approach of hostile aircraftô; óDecember é The allowance 

agreed to be made by the Council to members in HM Forces to be continued as 

required é ô249 

1916 Guildford Borough Police: Two members of the Guildford Fire Brigade were 

appointed temporary constables at 30 shillings a week subject to the condition they 

remained members of the brigade and the Chief Constable was authorised to give the 

necessary certificates to exempt them from military service. 250 

 

 
246 The Times, Friday, Jan 14, 1916 
247 The Times, Tuesday, Feb 08, 1916 
248 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
249 SHC ref CC98/22/1 
250 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
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Harbouring A German  

1916 11 March: Harbouring A German - Rector of Puttenham's Offence - Penalty For 

An Act of Charity. Clergyman and his house servant, Caroline Kost (nee Moulam) 

appeared in court for failing to register her arrival with the authorities. Although 

English by birth she was technically an alien as the widow of a German251 Defendant 

Reverend Wilfred J Richmond 

Housebreaking Charge 

1916 11 March A Housebreaking Charge. A Soldier was remanded in Guildford for 

housebreaking. Henry Lewis Bleach serving with the 22 Battalion, London 

Regiment.252 

Bonfire on Highway 

 

11 March 1916 Godalming and District - Bonfire on Highway - Numerous cases 

involving offences under the Lighting Orders253 

Chief Constable Santôs Report of March 1916 

Surrey Constabulary Report of March 1916:  Subjects of instructions received in 

this quarter included: lights on vehicles; the necessity of passports; those who act as 

receiving addresses for correspondence to keep registers of the names and addresses 

of those persons who ask for letters; the nomination of a police officer to provide 

óassistanceô in the evolution of a scheme for óMotor Transport Convoysô (although a 

projected conference was never arranged); the posting of notices withdrawing 

restrictions on the sale of hay; the provision by all hotel, inn, boarding house and 

lodging house keepers of a weekly return of all aliens residing with them; enquiries to 

be made regarding the sale of apparatus for signalling; the employment of ófriendly 

aliensô in munitions factories; the discouragement of ósuspiciousô pigeon shooting 

contests; a request by Hounslow Sub-District ASC for returns of all óMotor 

Mechanical Transport in the Dorking Police Divisionô (the Chief Constable had 

already supplied this information to HQ 2nd Army and foresaw similar requests from 

other sub-Districts causing considerable óreduplicationô); how to deal with Reservists 

who fail to arrive after enlistment and publication of their names in the Police Gazette 

as absentees; advertising changes in the Aliens Restriction Order by means of 

newspapers and posters (óThis order will entail a very considerable amount of 

increased work on the Policeô); alterations (hitherto working ómost efficientlyô) to 

police arrangements for warning factories of Zeppelin raids; and the issue by police of 

óIdentity Booksô to aliens. 

 
251 Surrey Times and County Express 11 March 1916 
252 Surrey Times and County Express 11 March 1916 
253 Surrey Times and County Express 11 March 1916 
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A letter from the Home Office outlining the suggestion from Lord Derby that 

members of the Police forces should be attested and passed into the Army Reserve, on 

the understanding that they would not be called up for actual military service without 

the consent of their Chief Officer, caused Sant some concern, especially in light of 

previous complaints on the matter (see the last report of 1915) and as in several local 

divisions the ópoint of depletionô had already passed. However, a letter outlining his 

reservations received no reply and later he noted that no mention of exemption for 

Police Constables was made in the new Military Service Act. 

Further causes for irritation to the Chief Constable came in the form of i) a demand 

from the Post Office for 4s 11½d for a telegraph sent to the Home Office regarding 

the air raid of 13 October (although the sum was ótriflingô, óit appears to me that the 

Police rate should not be called upon to pay for what is obviously an expenditure in a 

matter affecting the Defence of the Realmô); ii) the fact that the Police are 

ócontinually being called upon to act as Bill Postersô for the óformidable numberô of 

such items issued to them; iii) the ógreatest confusionô caused by conflicting Central 

Control Board (Liquor Traffic) orders; and iv) Constables receiving enlistment forms 

despite their obviously necessary duties. 254 

1916 2 May: The body of Inspector Edward bailey of the Surrey Constabulary was 

found floating in the River Mole at Dorking yesterday. He had served 30 years in the 

police force.255 

Brockham Special and PC keeping busy! 

1916 14 April: A consequence of the Zeppelin threat resulted in prosecutions more 

associated with Air Raid Wardens and the Second World War. Too much light and 

riding without lights were offences prosecuted. Special Constable George Bailey and 

PC Webb Surrey Constabulary Brockham and Betchworth 256 The comment from the 

Bench that it was good to see Specials were useful as well as ornamental was a sharp 

comment based on what has been lost to time.  

Elizabeth Wanstall, Brockham was summoned for displaying too much light from her 

window. Special Constable George Bailey stated the facts of the case. The case was 

dismissed with a caution. Rosina Joyce, Brockham Green was fined 10s for not 

screening her light from her window. Special Constable Bailey proved the case and 

the chairman remarked that the bench were pleased to find that special constable were 

as useful as well as being ornamental. Florence Jenkins, Betchworth, was stopped by 

 
254Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-

in-wartime-part-2-1916/ 
255 The Times 2 may 1916 
256 Surrey Mirror 14 April 1916 
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PC Webb for not having a light on her bicycle for which she was fined 2s 6d.257 

 

1916 October: The following picture is on display in Peronne on the Somme at the 

and of an exhibition of the Missing258 

 

Police Constable S Cox Guildford October 9 1916 Daily Mirror from exhibition 

to the missing in Peronne but in 1919 re-joined the Surrey Constabulary  

 

Chief Constable Santôs report May 1916 

Report of May 1916: The chief constable began this report by outlining his concerns 

over the question of Special Constables who also served in the Volunteer Training 

Corps having now to attest, and the resulting clash of duties owed to two different 

authorities; he had so far received no reply to his letter asking for assistance from the 

Home Office and making suggestions. 

However, the Home Office continued to send instructions, this quarter relating to: 

changes in procedures for warning factories of hostile aircraft; reporting the presence 

of hostile aircraft to military authorities (constables were to be issued with cards for 

making such reports to óthe nearest Military Authorityô, despite some doubt as to who 

in the county these actually were); the removal of number plates bearing óOHMSô 

from vehicles and the issue of a óstencil number plateô and card; amendments to the 

Aliens Restriction Order regarding their employment in munitions factories; the 

ódelicate and difficultô duties of the Police regarding the inspection of registration 

 
257 Surrey Mirror 14 April 1916 
258 Police Constable S Cox Guildford October 9 1916 Daily Mirror from exhibition to the missing in 

Peronne 
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cards; the re-arrangement of areas for air raid warning; expelling óundesirable 

personsô from ócertain localitiesô; alterations to the Competent Military Authorities in 

Eastern Command; the óBelgian decreeô requiring all male Belgians aged 20 to report 

for service and the ascertainment of how many of these were in Surrey; the 

prohibition of meetings where óthere is reason to apprehend that the holding of the 

meeting in a public place will give rise to grave disorder; and watchmen employed for 

the protection of munitions works to be appointed as Special Constables. 

In response to a óremarkable orderô from the officer commanding the Chilworth 

Guard stating that local police, rather than the military, should guard munitions stored 

at Chilworth station, Sant sent a letter to the General Officer Commanding the Central 

Force, informing him that he only had three regular constables to the 120 soldiers in 

the area; the GOC, who had not realised the situation, admitted that the approach had 

been ótactlessô and rescinded the order at once.  

Other such irritations for the Chief Constable were: 1. A demand from the Sub Aliens 

Registration Officer at Weybridge that the police furnish him a weekly return of the 

change of address of all persons registered ï thus proving himself óquite ignorant of 

the magnitude of the work this would entailô and earning himself a terse response that 

Registration Officers were responsible; and 2. The Home Officeôs order that Police 

should assist the Army Council in tracing men enlisted under the Military Service Act 

who have failed to respond: Sant considered that the Home Office statement that óthe 

duties (explained here in detail) which will devolve upon the Police é are likely to be 

onerousô an understatement.259 

 

PC 160 Noah Smithers, Surrey Constabulary  

Military Foot Police 

Age 32, Died of Wounds 21 May 1916260 

 

Lance Corporal Smithers 

 
259 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-

in-wartime-part-2-1916/ 
260 www.surrey-constabulary.com Roll of Honour 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com
https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-in-wartime-part-2-1916/
https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-in-wartime-part-2-1916/
http://www.surrey-constabulary.com/


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com  

 

 548 

PC Smithers served as a Lance Corporal P/1978 in the Military Foot Police. PC 

Smithers was the son of Mrs Smithers, of Green Side, Ripley, Surrey and is buried in 

Noeux-Les-Mines Communal Cemetery; Pas De Calais He enlisted at and gave his 

residence as Guildford.  

Age 22 

Height 5ô 10 İò 

Complexion Dark 

Hair DarkBrown 

Eyes Brown 

Birth Place Pyrford 

 

Noah Smithers joined the Surrey Constabulary on 26th June 1905 aged 22, and was 

sworn in before Col. Hadaway and Mr Alan Chandler at Guildford on 1st July 1905. 

His appointment number was 1456 and his collar number 160. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as Farm Labourer working for Mr Cleverley at Ripley.  

He was first stationed at Farnham later serving at Frimley Green, Virginia Water, 

Addlestone, Horley and finally Lingfield. During his service he was promoted from 

third class to 1st class Constable.  

The Commonwealth forces from June 1915 to August 1917 used the Communal 

Cemetery at Noeux- les-Mines. Units and field ambulances carried out the earlier 

burials but in April 1917, the 7th Casualty Clearing Station began to use the cemetery. 

It contains 980 Commonwealth burials of the First World War. (CWGC site) 

Noah Smithers was one of 375 casualties suffered by the Military Police in the First 

World War. He had started his working life as an agricultural labourer, following in 

the footsteps of his father, and at least three of his brothers. Noah was born in Pyrford 

on 3 September 1894, the youngest of eleven children. His parents John and Emily 

(nee Snelling) had married at Pyrford Parish Church on 4 May 1867 and Noah was 

baptised in Wisley on 28 July 1889. In 1891 the family lived at Old Deers Farm on 

Wisley Lane when eight children were living at home. By 1901 they had moved to 

The Green in Ripley and Noah was now at work. Four years later on 26 June 1905 he 

joined Surrey Constabulary.261 

Noah was sworn in on 1 July 1905 at Guildford before Col Hadaway and Mr Alan 

Chandler; his appointment number was 1456 and his collar number was 160. He stood 

almost five feet eleven inches tall, had a dark complexion, dark brown hair and brown 

eyes. Noah had just left the employment of Mr Cleverley of Ripley. He was stationed 

at Frimley Green, Virginia Water, Addlestone and finally Limpsfield. Noah was 

promoted from 3rd Class to 1st Class Constable but was unable to escape strict police 

discipline when he was fined ten shillings on 6 September 1911 for spending just over 

two hours in a public house on his day off four days earlier. Apparently he did not 

 
261  Phil Cooper https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/lance-corporal-noah-smithers/ 
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have a óreasonable excuseô for spending his time in this way! Noah enlisted for 

military service in August 1915 at Guildford.262 

He arrived in France on 18 September. The role of the Military Police was a varied 

one. As in civilian life they were responsible for the detection of crime and the arrest 

of the perpetrators as well as the control and protection of local populations, which 

required great diplomacy in time of war. Traffic control became an essential part of 

their work to ensure that the military forces could move as freely and quickly as 

possible. Noah and his comrades also had control of Prisoners of War until they could 

be handed over to appropriate detention facilities. Battles could result in much 

confusion with men losing touch with their units, as happened in the retreat from 

Mons (1914) so the Military Police manned óstragglers postsô to facilitate the 

reuniting of the lost with their battalions. This was also a way of identifying those 

who had gone óabsent without leave.ô 

Much of this work was done behind the lines but not all. They could find themselves 

under heavy shellfire which may well have happened to Noah resulting in his death 

from wounds on 21 May 1916. He was laid to rest in Noeux-les-Mines Communal 

Cemetery, 6 km south of Bethune. The personal inscription on his gravestone is 

óGone but not forgotten.ô He is also commemorated on the memorial at Surrey Police 

HQ, Mount Browne in Guildford. 

Noahôs father predeceased him in 1908 and his mother died in 1924. She had spent 

her last years at Greenside in Ripley.263 

Surrey Constabulary 73 officers under strength 

 Special Constabulary 

May 1916: Special Constables were appointed to assist the police as a voluntary, 

part-time organisation, paid only their expenses, and drawn from all walks of life ï 

individuals who probably already had a full-time job, or who perhaps had retired. As a 

body, Special Constables compensated for the loss of those regular police who had 

joined the war effort and added an extra layer of protection during wartime. They had 

a key role to play in local counter-invasion plans, but they also provided much needed 

reinforcement in ensuring that wartime regulations and restrictions imposed on the 

civilian population, from rationing to the blackout, were observed.  The Surrey Mirror 

of 12 May 1916 carried a report of the Budget Committee of Surrey County Council 

at which it was stated that the Surrey Constabulary was 73 men under strength and 

could afford to lose no more and that óif it wasnôt for the Special Constables doing 

such a magnificent job [we] would not have been able to spare so many officers for 

enlistmentô.264 

 
262 Phil Cooper https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/lance-corporal-noah-smithers/ 
263 Phil Cooper https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/lance-corporal-noah-smithers/ 
264 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/ Marion Edwards 
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Certificate awarded to George Parsons as a Special Constable by Surrey Chief 

Constable M L Sant 265 

In Surrey, by the end of August 1914, over 150 Special Constables had already been 

sworn in, and numbers continued to rise. In the Surrey Times of 15 May 1915 it was 

reported that 2071 Specials had been enrolled, all over military age and including 

members of the peerage in their ranks. This number was revised downwards, however 

ï on 17 January 1919 it was reported in the Surrey Herald that a total of 1612 Special 

Constables had enrolled during the course of the war. On 26 February 1916, the 

Surrey Times and County Express carried an appeal from the Guildford Borough 

Emergency Committee for women to join the ranks of the Special Constables, in order 

to ódeal with the population in times of national emergencyô.266 

Life as a óSpecialô in Surrey 

Sources in the Surrey Archives and in local newspapers researched by Marion 

Edwards illustrate the varied duties of local Special Constables including their 

unofficial activities such as fund raising for local charities and institutions, and the 

many difficulties they encountered.267 

Special Constables were principally appointed to assist the police in carrying out 

orders given under the Defence of the Realm Act (óDORAô). These duties covered 

emergencies arising from air raids and invasion, as well as more prosaic activities 

such as enforcing blackout conditions, overseeing rationing and general law 

enforcement.  Lists of named Special Constables, with their addresses, appear in 

various Surrey History Centre (SHC) collections, along with detailed correspondence 

dealing with their enrolment and management.  The recruitment of the Special 

 
265 SHC CC98/23/9 
266 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/ Marion Edwards 
267 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/ Marion Edwards 
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Constabulary in Walton on Thames, Hersham and Oatlands is well documented. 268 

This force of volunteers, 140 strong with ages ranging from 23 to 62, was led by 

Arthur E Pettit of Burley Lodge, Oatlands Drive, who strove, not particularly 

successfully, to foster military discipline in its ranks: when exhorting participation in 

regular drill he wrote óIt is scarcely necessary to call the attention of the force as a 

whole to the importance of qualifying as a composite body as rabble against rabble 

has about an equal chance, whereas a compact body has evident advantages against a 

disorganised mobô. Relations with Chief Constable Sant of the Surrey Constabulary 

could be strained, especially over the question as to what equipment should be 

supplied to the specials and Sant is referred to as óthat arch rotterô in one letter.269 

Training, while considered tedious by some óSpecialsô, could also be quite hazardous 

ï in November 1916, Special Constables and Voluntary Aid Detachment companies 

had a narrow escape near Kingston in a thunderstorm, when they were almost hit by 

tree falling across tram cables while marching to do their drill.  They cleared this and 

pulled down another unstable tree in driving rain.270 

The difficulties the óSpecialsô encountered could be serious or amusing, exciting or 

deadly boring ï one anonymous óSpecialô was reported in the Surrey Comet of 14 

April 1915 as considering that óeven the arrival of a Zeppelin would be welcomed as a 

pleasant changeô if it meant he could escape from his uncongenial patrol partner. His 

wish was perhaps granted in 1916, when the destruction of not one but two Zeppelins 

was reported in local newspapers as witnessed by Surrey residents and óSpecialsô. 

Invasion dangers could sometimes be misinterpreted, however ï after the reported 

escape of prisoners of war in 1916, Special Constable R D Hutchings stopped a 

speeding car at Horsell Bridge, only to find that the irate driver was Francis P Neville, 

chauffeur to Mr L Waddington of Easdale, Horsell Common. Assistance to the British 

armed forces was another duty carried out by the óSpecialsô ï in 1915, an army 

lieutenant landed his Sopwith biplane in a field near Stoke Lock, on the River Wey at 

Guildford, and was guarded overnight by Special Constables.  The authority of the 

volunteers did not always go unchallenged: correspondence laments that when asked 

to make himself scarce, a gardener responded óI wonôt move on for you or any other 

bugger of a special policemanô. 271272 

Special Constable Percy Webb 

Perhaps the most fascinating account of life as a Special Constable in Surrey is that of 

Percy Webb, who enrolled in the Walton on Thames area in 1914. Percyôs brief 

typescript óThe Diversions of a Special Constableô 273 talks of the ódiscomfortsô of 

cold night duties, especially wet ones, his efforts to evade attendance at parades 

 
268 SHC ref 9117/box 2 
269 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/ Marion Edwards 
270 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/ Marion Edwards 
271 SHC ref 9117/box 2 
272 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/ Marion Edwards 
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óowing to the pressure of other workô and the absence of any óstirring personal 

adventuresô ï although he does recount his part in organising the warning against óthe 

first Zeppelin night raidô on Guildford in October 1915.  274 

The Zeppelin passed over Walton and it was thought that it was being signalled to by 

a flare from the garden of a house óthen in the occupation of foreignersô (who turned 

out to be blameless Belgians).  While attempting to enforce the blackout, Percy 

admired the stoical reaction of a ócheerful hawkerô: óAre you frightened Mr 

Webb?  Iôm not: what I says is, if they óits me they óits me, and if they doesnôt, they 

doesnôtô.  275 

The night destruction of three Zeppelins is described vividly by Webb (although he 

admits to having missed witnessing the first, having gone off duty): the third, the 

óCuffley (Hertfordshire) Zeppelinô, he saw óglowing like a great elongated sun é till 

it collapsed and streamed downwards to the earthô.  276 

A ósmall riotô following the sinking of the Lusitania in May 1915, when a naturalised 

German watchmaker was attacked in Hersham, is reported at length by Webb, who 

aided the Sergeant of Police at the scene in attempting to persuade the rioters to 

disperse.  Windows were broken, a policeman knocked unconscious and tempers ran 

high and in Percyôs opinion, óthe women were the worst and most bitterô, although he 

sympathised with one, who said óWhy should I go away, theyôve killed my husbandô. 
277  

The ósupernaturalô also provided some night time óthrillsô to Webb, who on one 

occasion heard a óghostly footstepô preceding him along the road ï only to find that 

the sound was an echo of his own ówet and heavy coatô against his leg.  Early morning 

patrols had their compensations: óI was sorry when the 3 to 6 patrol was given up. In 

peaceful times one rarely sees the night grow grey and darkness give place to form 

and colour, till the rim of the sun appears above the horizon, and living nature 

awakes.  One morning we saw the herons leave Burwood Park in the dawn, and 

following down to the river, found one of them fishing off Rosewellôs boathouse; a 

sight that I have certainly never seen there beforeô. 278  

Percy closes his account with the words of a woman who, meeting him on a dark 

night, said to her startled companion óTaint a soldier, itôs a gentlemanô. He wondered 

óNow was that a compliment or not? I would rather have worn the more honourable 

uniformô, thus nicely summing up the dichotomy of a Special Constableôs position.279 

 

 
274 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/ Marion Edwards 
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Defence of the Realm Act in 1916 

On 21 August 1916 the chairman of the Surrey Emergency Committee, who was 

based at Caxton House in Westminster, sent a circular letter to the parish committees 

informing them that óin view of the changed military situation é[it] was no longer 

necessary that supplies of food and fodder should be destroyed, that live stock should 

be destroyed or removed or that the civil population should be required to leave their 

homesô. However, it was still the Local Emergency Committees responsibility to 

arrange the removal of horses, motors, vehicles etc; control the voluntary movements 

of the civil population; arrange for the supply of spades, pickaxes and other tools, 

required by the military authorities; and to place at the disposal of the military 

authorities persons physically fit to do any work required by them in cases where such 

arrangements had hitherto been made by the committees.280 

After 3 October 1916 the Horley Parish Committee did not sit again until 8 January 

1919 when it was disbanded. Why they did not sit for such a length of time is not 

recorded in the minutes but the rational explanation was there was just no need! It was 

at this last meeting in 1919 that a letter from the Home Secretary and Lord Lieutenant 

was read out to the Committee thanking them for all their hard work.281 

PC 252 Ernest Alfred Warrell, Surrey Constabulary  

Aged 27, Killed 3 September 1916 

 

A Sergeant in the 17th Battalion Kings Royal Rifle Corps aged 27 when he died, PC 

Warrell was the son of David and Elizabeth Warrell, of Lingfield, Surrey. He enlisted 

in May 1915 and is buried in the Knightsbridge Cemetery, Mesnil-Martinsart.  

Having joined the Surrey Constabulary on 10th December 1912 aged 24, he was 

sworn in at Guildford before A. Chandler and J H Kenton on 12th December 1913. His 

appointment number was 1699 and his collar number 252. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as Bricklayerôs Labourer having been employed by Mr 

Head at Edenbridge, Kent. He was first stationed at Woking and during his service 

was promoted from 3rd class to 2nd class Constable 

Age 24 

Height 5ô 11ò 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Dark Brown 

Eyes Blue 

Birth Place Rickmansworth, Herts 

 

 
280 www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/horley-and-the-defence-of-the-realm-act/ Laurence Spring 
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This was the time of the new offensive on the Somme The cemetery, which is named 

from a communication trench, was begun at the outset of the Battle of the Somme in 

1916. Knightsbridge Cemetery contains 548 First World War burials, 141 of them 

unidentified. (CWGC site) 

Further demand upon police resources 

1916 A local branch of the No Conscription Fellowship was established in Guildford 

to counter compulsory military service. Police raided the house of two local officials 

and seized literature statements the publication of which would be ñlikely to prejudice 

the recruiting training or discipline of His Majestyôs Forces.ò The Guildford Bench 

fined the officials £25 and £100.282  

1916: The Guildford Watch Committee resolved to grant £10 to St. John Ambulance 

towards fitting up a ward in the Congregational Hall for the purpose of receiving 

casualties in the event of an air raid. St. John at that time had two motor ambulances 

and one horse drawn. 283 

Report of September 1916 Chief Constable Sant 

Instructions from the Home Office continued in full spate and subjects included: 

prevention of the spread of ógroundless rumoursô regarding enemy aircraft, 

óunfounded alarming reports having lately become of great frequencyô; searching for 

óHostile leafletsô; unauthorised use of the Red Cross flag on buildings which have no 

right to it; the compilation of a list of all aliens at liberty within the Chief Constableôs 

jurisdiction; the commandeering of wool; permission for the sale of ólight [low 

alcohol] beerô (Sant considered that this would make it more difficult to prevent the 

sale of óstrong [high alcohol] beer); the lightening of restrictions on the release of 

carrier pigeons; no person to enter ócertain Military Areasô (to include the óNorth of 

Scotlandô) without a permit (permit books to be issued by Police); the movement of 

aliens travelling to places offering them employment (the Police to issue certificates 

showing that such offers are genuine); travel passes for óCertain Officers and Officials 

of Allied Countriesô; the prohibition of the sale of hay, oat or wheat straw without a 

licence; the exemption of kilns from the restriction of lights order; strict regulations 

and restrictions relating to the sale of cocaine; and the furnishing of returns of all 

Serbians and Russians between the ages of 18 and 41 within the jurisdiction of the 

Surrey Constabulary. 

The Chief Constable also reported the receipt of óan extremely interesting secret 

Intelligence Circular on the whole subject of air raidsô and another óextremely 

interesting Intelligence Circular on the subject of Bombs, etcô; however, more of 

concern to Sant was the continued receipt of notices calling for the enlistment of 

married men, all of which he returned with the statement that óin the interests of the 

 
282 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
283 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
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State no more members of my Police Force were to be enlistedô, as was understood by 

the Recruiting Authorities.284 

PC268 Donald Russell, Surrey Constabulary  

 Killed in action age 24 14 September 1916  

PC Russell served as Private 23700 in the 3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards. Donald 

Russell was the son of John and Alice Russell, of 32, Lumley Rd., Horley. Donald 

was buried in the Guardsô Cemetery, Lesboeufs.  He enlisted at Kingston-on-Thames.  

Donald joined the Surrey Constabulary on 24th August 1914 aged 22, and was sworn 

in before Col. Ricardo at Guildford on 27 August 1914. His appointment number was 

1738 and his collar number 268. At the time of his appointment he gave his trade as 

Blacksmith working for D. Heale at Station Road, Horley.  He was first stationed at 

Esher and during his service he was promoted from 3rd class to 2nd class Constable. 

Age 22 

Height 5ô 10ò 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Hazel 

Birth Place Horley 

 

On the 14th September to the north east of Ginchy the 3rd Grenadier Guards went into 

the attack with dead lying everywhere. After 4 months on the Somme 95,675 British 

soldiers were dead with a total of allied losses 164,055. Lesboeufs was attacked by the 

Guards Division on 15 September 1916 and captured by them on the 25th. At the time 

of the Armistice, the cemetery consisted of only 40 graves (now Plot I), mainly those 

of officers and men of the 2nd Grenadier Guards who died on 25 September 1916, but 

it was very greatly increased when graves were brought in from the battlefields and 

small cemeteries round Lesboeufs. There are now 3,136 casualties of the First World 

War buried or commemorated in this cemetery. 1,643 of the burials are unidentified. 

(CWGC site) 

National Motor Volunteers 

 

The Times reported in 1916 on September 1: ñNMVò on Motorcars: At Kingston on 

Thames yesterday two men were summoned by Surrey Constabulary on a charge of 

displaying on a motor car without authority the letter ñNMVò which were calculated 

to lead to the belief that the car was being used in the service of his Majesty or a 

government department. The NMV stood for National Motor Volunteers. Police 

Sergeant Nash of the Surrey Constabulary said having consulted the relevant 

authorities he suggested that the War Office should have an opportunity of 

 
284 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-

in-wartime-part-2-1916/ 
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considering the case before the magistrates disposed of it. Mr Bodkin for the 

defendants said that in the regulations it was clearly laid down that such a case should 

first be submitted to the military authorities in order that they may decide whether it 

should be dealt with by court martial or by a court of summary jurisdiction. It was an 

astonishing thing that a summons should first be issued against a member of the 

Volunteer Association, which was doing work under War Office direction for using 

letters issued by the association. The case was dismissed.285 

PC 141 Harry George Wise, Surrey Constabulary  

Age 26 Killed, 26 September 1916 

 

PC Wise served as a Private in the 2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards and is 

remembered on the Thiepval Memorial having died in the battle of the Somme.  

He joined the Surrey Constabulary on 1st February 1912 aged 22 and was sworn in 

before Col. Ricardo and Col. Hadaway at Guildford on 16th February 1912. His 

appointment number was 1604 and his collar number 141. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as Gardener working for Mr Bowen at Stoke 

DôAbernon. He was first stationed at Dorking and during his service he was promoted 

from 3rd class to 1st class Constable. Described as: 

 

PC 141 possibly Harry Wise 

 

Age 22 

Height 5ô 11ò 

 
285 The Times Friday, Sep 01, 1916 
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Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown (curly) 

Eyes Blue 

Birth Place Long Ditton 

 

On 1 July 1916, supported by a French attack to the south, thirteen divisions of 

Commonwealth forces launched an offensive on a line from north of Gommecourt to 

Maricourt. Despite a preliminary bombardment lasting seven days, the German 

defences were barely touched and the attack met unexpectedly fierce resistance. 

Losses were catastrophic and with only minimal advances on the southern flank, the 

initial attack was a failure. In the following weeks, huge resources of manpower and 

equipment were deployed in an attempt to exploit the modest successes of the first 

day. 

 

However, the German Army resisted tenaciously and repeated attacks and counter 

attacks meant a major battle for every village, copse and farmhouse gained. At the end 

of September, Thiepval was finally captured.  The village had been an original 

objective of 1 July. Attacks north and east continued throughout October and into 

November in increasingly difficult weather conditions. The Battle of the Somme 

finally ended on 18 November with the onset of winter. The Thiepval Memorial, the 

Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, bears the names of more than 72,000 officers 

and men of the United Kingdom and South African forces who died in the Somme 

sector before 20 March 1918 and have no known grave. Over 90% of those 

commemorated died between July and November 1916. (CWGC site) 

PC 74 William Payne, Surrey Constabulary  

Died of Wounds age 25, 6 October 1916  

William Payne served as Private 23683 of the 3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards.  PC 

Payne was the 25 year old son of Benjamin Payne, of Three Bridges, Worth, Sussex 

and is buried St. Marie Cemetery, Le Havre He enlisted at Kingston-on-Thames.  

He joined the Surrey Constabulary on 16th November 1914 aged 23, and was sworn in 

at Guildford before Col. Ricardo and J. H. Kenton Esq. On 27th November 1914. His 

appointment number was 1755 and his collar number 74. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as Farm Hand working for Mr H Gregory. During his 

service he was promoted from 3rd class to 2nd class Constable. 

Age 23 

Height 5ô 10ò 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Fair 

Eyes Hazel 
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Birth Place Three Bridges, Sussex 

 

During the First World War, Le Havre was one of the ports at which the British 

Expeditionary Force disembarked in August 1914. Except for a short interval during 

the German advance in 1914 it remained No 1 Base throughout the war and by the 

end of May 1917, it contained three general and two stationary hospitals, and four 

convalescent depots. The first Commonwealth burials took place in Division 14 of Ste 

Marie Cemetery in mid August 1914. Burials in Divisions 19, 3, 62 and 64 followed 

successively. In all 1,689 Commonwealth casualties of the First World War are buried 

or commemorated in the cemetery. (CWGC site) 

 

Suicide Brockham Green 

 

1916 14 October; Suicide Brockham Green: A Victim of Insomnia: A gruesome 

discovery was made in Brockham on Saturday morning when Mr Miles Ponsonby 

organist at the Brockham Parish Church, and lately school attendance officer for 

Dorking, was found with his throat cut. Deceased who was 57 years of age had been 

organist at the church for the last eight years. He suffered very much from insomnia, 

and owing to ill health he recently had to give up his appointment as school 

attendance officer. An inquest was held at the Reading Room Brockham. A young 

Australian soldier and nephew of the deceased gave evidence of identification. He 

said he had only seen his uncle twice, the last time being about five weeks ago at 

Charing Cross when they had dinner together. He was then in very good health and 

spirits. 

Dr Thorne said he had attended the deceased for the last four weeks. He suffered from 

insomnia and weakness, and he gave an exemption from work and advised him to 

smoke less. He was a very heavy smoker. Dr Thorne was called to the stable on 

Saturday morning and found the deceased with a deep gash on the left side of his 

throat quite dead. 

PC Dibley gave evidence of finding an envelope addressed to Mrs Gale containing 

two £1 and one 10s Treasury notes but there was no writing inside. The jury returned 

a verdict of suicide whilst temporarily insane. 286 

 

Murder at Witley Camp  

 

On December 6 1916 a Canadian soldier from Witley camp to the south of Godalming 

was charged with the murder of Corporal Palmer of Quebec.287  

 
286 Surrey Advertiser 1916 14 October 
287 http://www.cefresearch.ca/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=5&t=4778 
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On December 11 a fuller report was published on the murder. Corporal William 

Palmer aged 39, of the Quebec Rifles, stationed at Witley, was stabbed to death, 

and Private Alexie Leternuk and will be put on trial on a charge of murder.  Private 

Kirrill Kochniuk says he was awakened in the hut by Palmer crying for help. He 

alleges he saw [the] accused with a knife in his hand. Accused said: "I killed this man 

and will now kill myself then there will be no bother."  Other witnesses said Palmer 

had remonstrated with accused for making a noise in the hut. When the armed guard 

came up the accused only submitted to arrest after being threatened with bayonet.288 

Report of December 1916: Chief Constable Sant 

Continuing the relentless bombardment from the Home Office, information was sent 

and instructions delivered regarding: the requirement for production of certificates of 

exemption from military service when demanded (the police to co-operate with 

military authorities); the declaration of Dover as a designated military area; assistance 

by the police to excise officers with regard to the Entertainment Tax; the reduction in 

the provision of meat and bread under Billeting Regulations; restrictions to shop 

opening hours in winter; lamps to be shown at the front and the rear of any group of 

cattle led along a highway after sunset or before sunrise; and Home Office 

disapproval of a proposal to billet soldiers on police officers.289 

Sant took a dim view of óconsiderable agitation in the press and elsewhereô regarding 

the number of unmarried police constables retained in the force, who were considered 

by ópersons ignorant of the duties performed by the Policeô to be eligible for 

enlistment. A constable having had his certificate of exemption withdrawn óas a test 

caseô by the Local Tribunal meeting in Cobham infuriated the Chief Constable, as did 

other examples of such óinjusticeô, which he described in some detail, along with his 

own efforts to avoid such óunpleasant é agitationô and the wholesale depletion of his 

force.290 

A further cause of irritation to the Chief Constable was an Army Council census of all 

agricultural holdings of 5 acres or more to ascertain the availability of men for 

enlistment. The Police were asked to assist in the distribution and collection of census 

forms, of which there were 2247 in total, and Sant desired the Committee to realise 

just óhow hard the Police had to work in order that that this duty might be carried out 

with the necessary despatchô as the forms, received on 16 November, all had to be 

returned by or soon after 20 November.291 

 

 
288 Toronto Star, December 11, 1916 
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PC 23 Henry John Gascoyne DCM, Guildford Borough Police 

Age 35, Killed in Action on the 1 January 1917 

Sergeant Major292 

PC Gascoyne served as a Sergeant Major number 3360 in the 1st Battalion Coldstream 

Guards and was awarded a Distinguished Conduct Medal a very high award for a non-

commissioned officer. He was killed in action in France when aged 35 the son of John 

Henry Gascoyne, of Leamington, Warwickshire; husband of Nellie Elsie Yarnall. PC 

Gascoyne was a former Constable, Guildford Borough Police. He is buried in the 

Sailly-Saillisel British Cemetery He enlisted in Warwick having resigned from the 

Borough on 4th August 1914 as war broke out to join the Colours.  

He joined Guildford Borough on 22nd February 1907 aged 25, and was sworn in at the 

townôs police station before the Mayor J. Baker Esq. On 7th March 1907. His 

appointment number was 61 and his collar number 23. At the time of his appointment 

he gave his trade as Carpenter, although he had previously served for seven years with 

the Coldstream Guards. During his service he was promoted from 4th class to 1st class 

Constable. 

 

   

First photo has PCs HJ Gascoyne standing and sitting is PC J Gascoyne. Centre 

is Henry and on the right PC H Gascoyne.  Photo taken 29 November 1911 

Age 25 

Height 5ô 11 İò 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Brown 

Birth Place St Johns, Leamington, Warwickshire 

 

 
292 They Guarded Guildford Richard Ford 1969 
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Sailly-Saillisel, standing at the north end of a ridge, was the objective of French 

attacks in September and October 1916, and was captured on 18 October. The 

cemetery was made after the Armistice when graves were brought in from small 

burial grounds and isolated positions chiefly south and east of the village. The 

cemetery now contains 765 burials and commemorations of the First World 

War. (CWGC site) 

Additional research by Phil Badham 

Henry John Gascoyne 3360 1Battalion Coldstream Guards was killed in Action aged 35yrs on the 1 

January 1917. Date of Birth: 1882/83, Leamington Warwickshire in 1882/83, son of John Henry 

Gascoyne and Annie Elizabeth Gascoyne (nee Griffin), his parents having a total of nine children. In 

1899 aged about 16/17, he joined the Coldstream Guards and served for seven years.  

 

As a Corporal, Gascoyne was awarded the Queens South Africa Medal and the Kings South Africa 

medal. The first was awarded to military personnel who served in the Boer War in South Africa 

between October 1899 and May 1902, and the second for those in theatre after 1 January 1902 and had 

completed 18 monthsô service by 1 June that year. He was based in London when on 22 February 1907 

when he was appointed to the Guildford Borough Police and served, as Police Constable 23 but was 

not sworn in until 7 March 1908 by the Mayor at Guildford Police Station.  

 

On 10 November 1908, aged 25, he married Nellie Balchin (aged 19) at St Saviours Church, Guildford. 

Nellie was from Guildford and the 1901 records showed she lived at that time with her parents at 122 

Addison Road, Guildford. In later years Nellie appears in the records as Nellie Elsie Yarnall (formally 

Gascoyne) of Lloyds Bank Chambers, Henrietta St., London. In 1911 Henry and Nellie lived with their 

3-year-old nephew Archie Love, at 2 Mary Rd, Guildford.  

 

In his Police service he rose from Constable 4th Class to Constable 1st Class by February 1911. He was 

twice commended for stopping runaway horses in Guildford. However, his record wasnôt spotless; he 
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was reprimanded for partaking of refreshments in a public house whilst on duty (for which he was 

fined 5 shillings), and for "gossiping" with another Constable whilst on duty (he lost one day's leave as 

punishment). On 4 August 1914, at the outbreak of the First World War, he re-joined the Coldstream 

Guards serving with the 1st Battalion as a Private.  

 

In August 1914 the Battalion was stationed at Aldershot as part of the 1st (Guards) Brigade of the 1st 

Division. They mobilised for war and moved to France as part of the British Expeditionary Force. It 

was engaged in various actions on the Western Front, including in 1914 The Battle of Mons and the 

subsequent retreat, The Battles of the Marne, the Aisne and the First Battle of Ypres. In 1915, the 

battalion saw action at the Battle of Aubers, and the Battle of Loos; the following year saw them 

fighting at the Battles of Albert, Bazentin, Pozieres, Flers-Courcelette and The Battle of Morval.  

In 1915, Henry Gascoyne was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM). The notice appeared 

on page 6132 of the London Gazette dated 23 June 1915 with the notice: "The King has been 

graciously pleased to approve of the award of the Distinguished Conduct Medal...for acts of gallantry 

and devotion to duty whilst serving with the Expeditionary Force in France and Flanders". On 30 June 

the Gazette published the citation (on page 6377) and that the award was "For conspicuous gallantry 

throughout the campaign in continually volunteering for dangerous patrol work, and bringing in 

valuable information".  

 

He was promoted to Company Sergeant Major, which was published in the Leamington Spar Courier 

on 30th April 1915, along with reference to his DCM and his fatherôs address of ("Modwena") no. 78 

Tachbrook Street, Leamington Spa. During the last week of August 1915, Henry received the award at 

a ceremony at Windsor Castle. In the summer of 1916 Henry was invalided home from the front with 

rheumatic fever, and, after some months in hospital, served as a Sergeant Instructor at Windsor. He 

returned to the front on 21 September that year. He was twice offered a commission but turned it down.  

 

Henry was killed in action on 1 January 1917 aged 34 and was buried in the British Cemetery at Sailly-

Saillisel on the Somme in France. The Battalion War Diary for 31st December 1916/1st January 1917 

states: 31st Dec. Place Maltzhorn, "[Companies] paraded at 4pm and marched up to Combles area and 

were distributed as follows - No 1 [Company] T18 Central, No 2 [Company] Haie Wood No 3 & 4 

[Companies] in Combles trenches. 1st Jan 1917 Place Combles, "No 2 & 3 [Companies] went on 

carrying fatigue to Saillisel Chateau during the morning. Relieved 3rd [Battalion, Coldstream Guards] 

in the line. Relief complete 8.10pm. No 2 [Company] right front No 1 [Company] left front, No 3 

[Company] support & No 4 [Company] Reserve".  
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Ps Goodwin wounded three times in action. Wrote to the widow of PC Gascoyn 

His wife received a letter from another pre-War Guildford Constable, serving in the Coldstream 

Guards, Signaller Bruce Goodwin, which was published in the Surrey Advertiser newspaper of 17th 

January 1917, explaining what happened to her husband. "With the sincerest regret I am writing to tell 

you that poor old Harry was killed on the night of the 1st of this month. At the time I was putting a 

telephone in the front line and seeing a stretcher pass, asked who it was. They said "[Sergeant] 

Gascoyne". I had a look and he was quite dead. Harry was looking at a gap in the wire when a flare 

light went up and he and the man with him both jumped into a shell hole. A sniper fired at them and the 
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bullet penetrated Harry's brain. When we were relieved after our tour in the trenches I went and saw his 

grave. It is situated at the back of a chateau at ------, with a neat cross at the head. [Sergeant] Semcox 

and the men of his platoon join me in offering you our sincerest sympathy in your sad loss. He was a 

good chum and a splendid soldier". Mrs Gascoyne also received a letter of sympathy from Henry's 

Captain, Cecil Green, and the Reverend F W Head, the chaplain who conducted Henry's burial service. 

Captain Green said Henry was "far away the best sergeant in my company and I feel his loss both as a 

soldier and a friend. To my mind he was the ideal of what a soldier should be. 

Policing sustained 

1916 Reigate Borough Police (incorporated into the report for 1917) ï óAprilé War 

Bonus of 3s per week granted to each member é Half pay granted to members of 

Fire Brigade called as ñStand-Byò when hostile aircraft are reportedô; óMay é The 

question of calling the Fire Brigade to ñStand-Byò in case of Air raids left to the 

discretion of the Head Constableô; óSeptember é The Head Constable to inform 

Station Officer of every order received of the approach of hostile aircraftô; óDecember 

é The allowance agreed to be made by the Council to members in HM Forces to be 

continued as required é ô293 

1917 Co-operation with the Military Police had led to a steady reduction of crime 

within the Aldershot Command area. 294 

1917: The Reigate Borough Police   divided in to 11 beats and the Special Police with 

a corresponding number of sections police. 295 

1917: Reigate Borough Police establishment is 40 but the actual number is 21, 19 

short with 13 in the Army. 296 

1917 12 February: Sergeants Taylor and Watson Reigate Borough Police permitted to 

retire on pension of £73 and £71 5s 2d respectively.297 

1917 Reigate Borough Police:  óFebruary é War bonus adjourned é Reeves fund to 

be invested in War Savings Certificatesô; óMarch é No further depletion [of 

manpower] for military service é War Bonus Committee to consider further War 

Bonus to the Police é War Bonus increased by 1/- [shilling] per week for each 

dependent child, the bonus not to exceed 5/- [shillings] per weekô; óApril é Two 

guineas granted to PC Bryan for extra clerical services during the warô; óJune é Head 

Constable to require discontinuance of noisy instruments [perhaps the army band?] é 

Police and Weights and Measures Department to enforce Food Orders as to prices and 

weightsô; óJuly é Food control correspondence é Dilution of flour referred to 

Sanitary Committeeô; óSeptember é Head Constable presented memorial for war 

bonus é 6s per week and 1s for each dependent child granted to all ranksô; óOctober 

 
293 http://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/reigate-borough-police-in-the-great-war/ 
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é Supt Mason paid for air raid calls and granted Ã3 for past é Letter of sympathy 

for PC Leonard in the loss of his son on active service é Home Office and air raids, 

and early closingô; óDecember é War Bonus resolution 4 of Sept 10th rescinded, and 

5s per week to each member (except the Head Constable) 2s 6d to his wife and 1s 6d 

for every child not over school age or earning substitutedô.298 

By 1918, although the strength of the force was officially still 40, the Reigate Borough Police had been 

reduced to 20, as 14 had enlisted; one of those enlisted had re-joined the force and there remained a 

number of vacancies. Apparently none of those who enlisted were killed.299 

 

 
Members of Surrey Constabulary serving in the Military Police Corps 300

 
298 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 Dec 1917 
299 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/special-constables/ Marion Edwards 
300  SHC ref 9152/1/5/4 
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War On Surrey Commons301 

Taken from the Spectator 1919: 

The face of Surrey changes with the war. No other county near London offers the War 

Office such opportunities for development on military lines. It is a county, which, 

with all its beautyðindeed, because of the very reasons, which make it beautifulðis 

dedicated to soldiers. Its wide stretches of common and its high and open hills have 

been parade grounds and areas of manoeuvre for every description of troops for 

nearly sixty years. In 1860 the first meeting of the National Rifle Association was 

held on Wimbledon Common. When the National Rifle Association left Wimbledon 

twenty-nine years later they went to Bisley. Chobham Common, Chobham Ridges, 

Bagshot, Brookwood, Normandy, Worplesdon, the Fox Hills by Aldershot, Tilford, 

Frensham, Thursley Common, are names as familiar to soldiers as Piccadilly and the 

Strand to Londoners; and since the war broke out tens of thousands of Londoners 

have found the centre of their world shifted from the City to the Surrey hills. That is a 

world, too, which during the last three months has more than once altered its 

appearance. 

One of the earliest of the new growths of the war was the prisonersô camp on Frith 

Hill by Frimley. Many photographs of this camp have been reproduced in the papers, 

but no one could get from them a really comprehensive idea of the camp. You cannot 

get a satisfactory picture by photographing wire enclosures. The wire merely runs 

lines across and across; you do not realize the depth and the hopelessness of that 

transparent containing wall until you stand a few yards from it. There are two wire 

walls, with a space of healthy turf between them. The outer wall is lower than the 

inner, and is a contrivance of barbed wire fastened to posts, looped and woven and 

hanging in loose strands, which would swing, and catch and drag like brambles. The 

inner wall is high and stiff, deep at the bottom and tapering to the top, with electric 

cables run along it like threads through a gathering; there are lookout stations at 

intervals, and great electric lamps swing high over all the camp, so that it is as light by 

night as by day.  

The long lines of tents are not easy to count, nor are the prisoners; nor is there much 

to be seen of what they are doing, or how they spend their time. There might be some 

hesitation in standing looking at them, if it were not all so distant and aloof a 

business; but the space of ground between the wire and the free soil outside makes 

any kind of inspection entirely impersonal. It is only possible to take in the larger 

features of the campïthe wire shining in the sun, the groups of grey, idle figures, the 

empty danger zones and pacing sentries, the arrival of supplies and firing. One of the 

most bizarre of arrangements for feeding the camp was the store of bread. An 
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omnibus without wheels stood near one of the entrance gates. Outside it was marked 

in large letters ñAldershot and Frimley.ò Inside it was piled from floor to roof with 

loaves of bread, which one German prisoner was tossing out in couples to another 

much as a bricklayer throws bricks. Another engine of peace put to unaccustomed 

uses was a locomotive with the iron legend ñSo-and-soôs Travelling Circus,ò which 

was puffing in at a wire-guarded gateway drawing a huge pile of sacks of meal. 

But by far the largest addition to or alteration in the scenery of Surrey and its 

commons has been the building of the hutments which are to form the winter quarters 

of the new Army. This is a change, which is visible near and far. Go up Hindhead on 

a clear day, and from that sunlit and windy plateau look out east and north towards the 

chalk downs and the heights beyond Bagshot. The landscape has changed from the 

familiar slopes and levels of three months ago. The blues and greys and greens are 

streaked and slashed with yellow and white. The quiet of the pines and heather and 

the great stretch of English country spread to view from these high places has gone. It 

is as if those who had hitherto walked about and looked at the heather and the woods 

had suddenly discovered that they must be put to another use; which, indeed, is the 

decision that the owners of the commons have come to, only you do not realize it 

fully until you see all these camps and preparations for camps set out in rows before 

you, streak beyond streak and row after row, as a schoolboy may look over his lines 

of troops set out on the dining-room table. It is a rather strange comment on the 

efficiency (apart from the presence) of the German spy that the fact that an extra army 

of a million is being trained in this country should apparently still be refused belief in 

Germany.302 

 

Witley Camp, 1914-1918 303 

 

 
302 An article in The Spectator from 7th November 1914 paints a vivid picture of the growing effect of 

the war effort on the Surrey landscape 
303 SHC ref 8511/159/29 
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The Cologne Gazette, which observes that statements as to this army are ñnot very 

credible,ò should arrange with an emissary to climb Hindhead and to gaze out over 

the small portion of England, which is visible from the top. The hutments should be 

comforting evidence. When you come close to them, the effect is that of a very new 

and very large village built with three objects kept constantly in mindðwarmth, 

dryness, and rapidity of construction. These hutments spring up like mushrooms.  

Two months, one month, a week ago, there were large stretches of heather between 

Milford and Hindhead which were bare and brown and empty, and which still showed 

traces of the devastating heath fires of three years ago which burned acres of pines to 

the ground and left other acres with nothing but charred trunks thrusting leafless 

boughs above the new ling sprouting from the roots. Since two months ago stretch 

after stretch has changed from heather to flat building ground. The charred stems have 

been cut down; the heather has been burnt, or re-burnt; posts and flags set out to 

measure the sites have given place to piles of timber, heaps of bricks, pipes, trestles. 

 

Officer Training Corps Camp at Mytchett, No. 3 Battalion marching, c1915 304 

Roads are being cut in the peat, and the heavy metal is being placed in the roadway 

almost the moment after the peat has been cut to make way for it. Beyond and about 

the roadways are the huts themselves, frameworks of timber posts with 

weatherboarding nailed on them, and roofs made warm with felt against rain and 

wind. The lines of huts stand furlong after furlong on each side of the road; they grow 

longer day after day, and day after day fresh sites seem to be chosen, with fresh piles 

of timber and bricks and pipes. The railway sidings are full of truckloads of timber, 

water-pipes, sections of vast cisterns which will be riveted together on the hills miles 

from the station. Time presses, the camps must be built faster and faster still, and soon 

a light railway, branching from the siding, will be sending trollies and navvies 

swinging up to the open heather from the main line from London to Portsmouth. 

 

 
304 SHC ref PC/68/28 
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Hutments to house a million men cover a large area of ground. What will happen to 

the hutments and the ground they have covered after the war? The main fact to be 

remembered, surely, is that the hutments will have comfortably housed a million men; 

that there was no room available for these men until the hutments were built, that they 

were built fast, and that they answered their purpose. But that is stating in other terms 

the cheap cottage problem. To house labourers in the country you need sound cottages 

built fast and cheaply. The architect with an eye to large designs and expensive 

materials will doubtless provide excellent cottages if someone else will provide the 

money for them; but if the money is not there? The brick and timber and 

weatherboarding, at all events, are there, visible and easily movable, on the Surrey 

commons. It may be that, among its other changes and lessons, war may emphasize 

the value of tarred weatherboard as a means of providing warm, dry, and healthy 

homes. There is no cheaper and better housing material.305 

PC 79 Frank James Joyce, Surrey Constabulary  

Aged 34, Died 3 March 1917 

 

 

PC Joyce served in the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Irish Guards as Drummer 6598. He 

enlisted in Guildford and gave his residence as Peckham. He is buried at 

Grangegorman Military Cemetery, County Dublin, Ireland, which may indicate that 

he was wounded and sent home.  

 

Frank Joyce joined the Surrey Constabulary on 17th September 1913 aged 30, and was 

sworn in at Guildford before Col. Hadaway and Sir P. Magnus on 19th September 

1913. His appointment number was 1684 and his collar number 79. PC Joyce had 

previously served in the army from 19th July 1897 to 7th March 1902.  

 

He was first stationed at Addlestone and during his service was promoted from 3rd 

class to 2nd class Constable. 

Age 30 

Height 5ô 9ò 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Dark Brown 

Eyes Blue 

Birth Place Dublin 

 

Grangegorman Military Cemetery, County Dublin, Ireland: The cemetery was 

opened in 1876 and was used for the burial of British service personnel and near 

relatives. It contains war graves from both world wars. Some of the graves were re-

located to this site at a later date (nine from King George V Hospital grounds, two 
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from Trinity College grounds, three from Portobello (Barracks) Cemetery, two from 

Drogheda (Little Calvary) Cemetery and one from Oranmore Old Graveyard). The 

ñLeinsterò graves are in several trenches in the different denominational plots. A 

Screen Wall Memorial of a simple design standing nearly two metres high and fifteen 

metres long has been built of Irish limestone to commemorate the names of those war 

casualties whose graves lie elsewhere in Ireland and can no longer be maintained. 

Arranged before this memorial are the headstones of the war dead buried in Cork 

Military Cemetery but now commemorated here. There are now 613 Commonwealth 

burials of the 1914-1918 War.  

 

The War and Police Work go on 

 

1917 6 March Chief Constable to his Standing Joint Committee: Allowance to PC 

Trimmerôs wife as he is with the army serving in France. Mrs Trimmer is receiving 

12/6d a week from the Army and is entitled to the difference between the allowance 

and a constableôs pay paid by the Surrey Constabulary. Mrs Trimmer was entitled to a 

back pay of £50.13.10 up to 26 February 1917 i.e. 13/2 per week.  Sant was not 

sympathetic and it was a considerable sum and he recommended to the Standing Joint 

Committee that as the failure was due to Trimmerôs negligence in not reporting the 

separation allowance he suggested the back pay was paid only from 24 July 1917 

when he notified the police. 306 The outcome is not recorded in the report book. 

1917 March 11: The Times: Superintendent Arthur Simmonds Surrey Police was 

awarded the Kingôs Police Medal for services rendered during the war and for long 

and meritorious service.307 

The following letter was received from the Home Office on Feb 28 1918  

I am directed by the Home Secretary to say that Col Kell CB MI5 War Office 

has expressed to him his appreciation of the good work done by the members 

of your police force in connection with the numerous inquiries & reports as to 

aliens and suspected persons [?] persons which have been of the greatest 

assistance to him in carrying out the duties of his department, & in particular 

has brought to his notice the names of the following officers as having 

rendered very useful service  

    Supt Arthur Simmonds  

I am to request that you will convey to your officers the Home Secretaryôs 

satisfaction in receiving this account of their work  & that you will cause a 

note to be made in the records of the officers who are named by Col Kell as 

deserving of special commendation  

 
306 SAC CC98/1/4-5 CC reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018 
307 Defaulters book Nov 1866-Jul 1911307 Arthur Simmonds No of appointment 951  
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(Note: Colonel Kell was the head of MI5. The police during both world wars had 

considerable contact with the Security Service and established departments to 

undertake security duties within the county that were many and various.) 

 

Superintendent Simmonds KPM 

1917 March 13: PC Dale Reigate Borough Police was awarded £1 1s for stopping a 

runaway horse308 

1917 March 26: At Lincoln Police court Irene Clarke was charged with stealing by 

means of a worthless cheque and handed over to Godalming police. It was alleged 

that she had stolen the cheque from an army officer at Guildford.309 

Report of March 1917 from Captain Sant Surrey Constabulary 

Requests and instructions from the Home Office and other bodies, including the 

Military, continued to arrive and subjects included: ensuring that where a gunsmithôs 

licence had expired the óex-licenseeô had in fact discontinued his activities; the 

procedure to be adopted when manufacturers had neglected to suppress glare from 

furnaces at night; the regulation of the sale of óintoxicating liquorô at Christmas; non-

observance by Aliens of the Aliens Restriction Order; the issue of óInland Passesô to 

persons employed in munitions work (to be the same as those supplied to Allied 

journalists without the stamp óAllied Pressô; amendments to regulations on cocaine 

and opium licences for manufacturers; the forwarding to MI5 of any enquiry from 

persons in óNeutral Countriesô seeking information with regard to named individuals 

 
308 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 Dec  1917 
309 The Times (London, England), Monday, Mar 26, 1917 
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living in the UK (on no account were the Police to reply); the compilation of a return 

of all available firewood within a 10-mile radius of Guildford and of persons owning 

such wood (this took three weeks to complete and ógave the Police a very 

considerable amount of troubleô as the area covered four police divisions); the 

compilation of a return of all motor cars and lorries in the county; the compilation of a 

register of all billeting accommodation in the Weybridge district; the compilation of a 

return of firearms of 45 calibre óin stock in my areaô (none answering that description 

were actually found); restrictions in the use of wheat for seed purposes or making 

flour; the mobilisation of all officers and men on leave in case of emergency; the 

forwarding to the War Office of particulars with regard to Aliens who had served in 

the armed or police forces, and those permitted to reside in Prohibited Areas ï to 

óassist MI5ô, the Chief Constable was requested to obtain óin as many cases as 

possibleô a specimen of each alienôs signature both in Roman characters and óin his 

own languageô (presumably Cyrillic); and assistance to next-of-kin summoned by 

telegram to visit serving relatives either in the UK or abroad, not óin a position to pay 

their faresô.310 

An order received in December 1916 from the Provost Marshal in France to obtain 

200 men from the Provincial Police Forces to complete a force of Mounted Military 

Police was another thorn in the Santôs side. However, despite having between 70 and 

80 of his constables enlist and having been informed that his force should not be 

reduced below a certain minimum, the Chief Constable still managed to release two 

more men for the Army. He requested advice on whether this was now a reduction too 

far, and was informed that óthe question whether I could spare any men had still to be 

decided by myselfô. A further blow was the fact that the two men thus released were 

not accepted, ópresumably, because they had not the necessary qualificationsô 

(perhaps the ability to ride). In February 1917 two more constables received 

enlistment papers, causing Sant once more to query the selection criteria (determined 

by age); however, one of the two constables had given false information as to his age 

when applying to enter the force, and was discharged and sent to join the Army óat 

onceô.311 

The many requests for compilation of various data was another headache for the CC, 

those for firewood, vehicles and billets ópractically monopolized the services of the 

Police for the time beingô; nonetheless they were followed closely by another for 

firearms. More work was occasioned by daily enquiries after persons attempting to 

evade military service.312 

Despite all these trials and tribulations, the Chief Constable received a ógratifying 

letterô from General Sir Archibald Hunter, Commander Aldershot Area, which 

reported the decrease in crime in that area and stating óThis is attributed é in some 
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measure to the é co-operation which our Military Police have received from the 

Civil Police of the district [who] have been more than ready to assist whenever 

occasion aroseô.313 

 

PC 85 Alfred James Weller, Surrey Constabulary  

Aged 26, died 3 May 1917 

 

 

PC Weller served as a Lance Corporal number 66 in the Household Battalion 

(Previously 3687 2nd Life Guards).  The son of Henry and Elizabeth Weller, of 

Anyards Rd., Cobham, Surrey he is buried in the Roeux British Cemetery. 

He enlisted at Guildford and gave his residence as Cobham Joined the Surrey 

Constabulary on 6th April 1914 aged 23, and was sworn in at Guildford before Col 

Ricardo and J N Renton on 11th April 1914. His appointment number was 1715 and 

his collar number 85. At the time of his appointment he gave his trade as Baker 

working for Keen and Sons at Godalming. He was first stationed at Dorking and 

during his service he was promoted from 3rd class to 2 class Constable 

 

Age 

23 

Height 5ô 9 İò 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Blue 

Birth Place Cobham 

 

 

During the First World War, the Regiment saw action at Mons, Le Cateau, The 

Marne, Ypres, Loos, Poelcappelle, Passchendale and most notably at Zandvoorde 

where the Life Guards lost two complete squadrons. 

 

Report of May 1917 Chief Constable Sant Surrey Constabulary 

Further information and instructions from the Home Office were received on subjects 

including: regulations dealing with the manufacture of malt for beer, the manufacture 

of bread and the use of sugar; the use of lights while ploughing at night by motor 

 
313 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-

in-wartime-part-3-1917/ 
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tractor; the extinction of street lights; the cleansing of all drinking vessels in licensed 

premises; information to be sent to MI5 regarding aliens of Chinese, Japanese, 

Siamese, Persian or Egyptian nationality; the drawing down of blinds in railway 

carriages at night; Easter closing time in public houses; restrictions on the feeding of 

game; a Paper Restriction Order; the compilation of censuses of horses and mules, 

cattle, sheep and pigs, and agricultural implements (the demand that these be 

complete and accurate, and óobtained in as short a time as possibleô caused further 

work for the Police, especially as 8000 forms were dealt with in about 10 days); the 

closure of óclubs or other premisesô if they were óhabitually frequented by alien 

enemiesô; the reduction of the bread ration for troops in billets; and the avoidance of 

wasted food during summer months. 

Further withdrawal of exemption certificates from constables by the Godalming Local 

Tribunal annoyed the Chief Constable, who reported in detail his response. Later he 

was to go to the Home Office for a discussion on the subject (reported at length). 

However, the return to the police forces of those men classified under medical 

categories and not needed by the Army may have alleviated his concerns somewhat, 

although a later request for the release of men in the police capable of skilled work on 

the land must have seemed yet another burden on numbers. Sant did not think it 

feasible to grant leave of absence for this purpose (although he thought it possible that 

constables could give assistance in kitchen gardens, allotments or farms in their 

vicinity in their spare time), and there were further concerns that any such man who 

was injured while working on the land might lose his police pension. At the end of his 

report Sant stated that he had received a ósecret letterô from the Ministry of Munitions, 

the contents of which he was not permitted to divulge, although he was able to state 

that it contained a request for the assistance of the police to guard munitions factories 

and órequiring the employment of such a large number of men that even had my force 

been at its full strength, it would not have been possible to accede to the request to 

which I have alludedô. 

Sant reported the receipt of an óextremely interesting secret Circular on the subject of 

Air Raidsô and also detailed at length the assistance he and his constables were able to 

give to the Officer Commanding the Remount Depot at Redhill in his task of 

purchasing 80 horses a week. 

The severing of telephone wires near Blackheath on 20-21 April by persons unknown 

caused some excitement, although no suspicious persons were found in the area; 

conclusions were that ósome malicious or mischievous personô had committed the act, 

rather than a spy, and reasons for this conclusion quoted at length.314 
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Absentee under the Military Service Act  

June 1917: At the Epsom Petty Sessions, on Monday, before Mr B. Braithwaite 

(chairman) and other magistrates. Henry Cooper, a well-built gipsy, was charged with 

being an absentee under the Military Service Act. Prisoner pleaded guilty. P.S Rose 

said at 10p.m. on Sunday evening, in company with several of the Bookham Special 

Constables, he made a raid on the gipsy encampment on Bookham Common. Prisoner 

bolted, but witness managed to catch him, and when he asked him if he could show 

any reason why he was not in the army he replied ñNo; I suppose I shall have to be a 

soldier now. I am glad you caught me. I have had enough of [this] life.ò Prisoner was 

fined 40s and was remanded to await an escort.ô 315 

1917 10 July: Sergeant Taylor Reigate Borough Police commended for arresting a 

female burglar. 316 

1917 12 July: The Head Constable Reigate Borough Police can travel second class the 

remainder of the force, 3rd class. 317 

1917 September 10: 264 greatcoats purchased for the Reigate Borough Police Special 

Constabulary. 318 

1917 September 11: PC Claydon Reigate Borough Police awarded £1 1s for stopping 

a runaway horse. 319 

1917 September 11: PC Wilkinson Reigate Borough Police congratulated on his 

promotion in the Royal Flying Corps.320  

Report of September 1917 Chief Constable Sant Surrey Constabulary 

This quarter, requests and information from the Home Office included: new 

regulations prohibiting the use of óMotor spiritô [petrol] in hire cars except in certain 

circumstances; the prohibition of the publication of any new newspaper without a 

licence; the prohibition of ówasteful and unnecessary lightingô including ósky signsô, 

illuminated advertisements, theatre lights and shop display lights; the declaration of 

lead in combination with Oleic Acid óor other higher fatty acidsô (sold as óDiachylonô) 

as a poison under the Pharmacy Act (in consequence of the practice of using it to 

procure abortion); economy in food for feeding to dogs (the regulations for this are 

quoted at length with the estimate that food consumed by dogs would feed óhalf-a-

million personsô); pensions for disabled soldiers; damage to allotments by trespassers; 

the encouragement of óthe destruction of House Sparrows and Rats while 

discouraging the indiscriminate slaughter of other birds, which are beneficial in 

 
315 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser, 16 June 1917 
316 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 Dec 1917 
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devouring insects and other pestsô including the formation of óSparrow and Rat 

Clubsô; the treatment of Jews or Arabs as aliens and not alien enemies; the issue of 

railway warrants by the police to relatives of soldiers in hospital; the police to be 

informed of gun or bombing practice and circulate the information to allay public 

alarm; measures to be taken during a threatened railway strike (which did not occur); 

the prevention of treatment of venereal disease other than by qualified medical 

practitioners; and the display of posters prohibiting the shooting of carrier pigeons. 

Sant detailed at length the case of Hugo Greef, a registered alien enemy who bought 

Durfold Farm, Dunsfold (which was close to the signalling station at óOne Tree Hillô 

and to the prohibited area of Sussex), and whose son brought 22 homing pigeons from 

Leicester with a permit from the Leicester Police, which appears to have caused some 

interest and excitement in the county. 

Probably to the Chief Constableôs relief, a letter from the Home Office in early July 

stated that óin view of the pressure of work devolving on the Police the Home 

Secretary has been in communication with the Army Council with a view to steps 

being taken to reduce, where possible, the work which the Police are asked to 

undertake on behalf of the Military Authoritiesô.321 

Police work continues 

1917 September 10: Four drowned - Schoolboyôs body recovered: The Chertsey 

police on Saturday recovered the body of Arthur Mean aged 8 which was floating 

among the weeds a quarter of a mile from Chertsey Bridge. The boy was drowned on 

Monday evening in a punt accident at Chertsey Weir. Inquests have been held on the 

bodies of three other victims of the accident. When a verdict of death by misadventure 

was returned.322 

1917 15 September:  Two South African soldiers who a fortnight ago escaped from a 

guardroom while the guard was saluting a departing draft, again escaped yesterday 

from a Surrey prison. They picked the lock of the door leading from the cell into the 

courtyard and then climbed a wall. The Surrey Constabulary and military police are 

conducting a search. 

1917 September 25: Oxted. A twelve-year-old boy from Limpsfield dropped a stone 

over a railway bridge onto the Brighton to London train. The stone hit the engine 

boiler and rebounded through the looking glass, which was smashed, the driver 

narrowly avoiding injury. The engine driver stated boys often dropped stones over 

 
321 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-

in-wartime-part-3-1917/ 
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bridges to see if they could get them in the engine chimney. The lad was fined £2 and 

four shillings costs for the glass. 323 

1917 October 10: German prisoners recaptured: While proceeding to business 

yesterday Mr Marsh Clerk to the local district council met three men, two were 

wearing German naval uniforms and the third a German military uniform. He called a 

party of cadets to take the men to Camberley police station where they were found to 

be prisoners of war who had escaped from an internment camp in Hampshire the 

previous night. One of the men was member of a German submarine crew. The 

prisoners, who said they wanted a holiday, were sent back to the camp under armed 

escort.324  

Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1917 reports that on 

November 13 PC Kimber Reigate Borough Police was wounded whilst on active 

service325 

1917 December 1: Food Hoarding: The Camberley police on visiting the house of a 

local resident Mrs Ivy Chambers found 56lb of butter, 20lb of sugar, 20lb of tea and 

half a sack of flour. She was fined £5 and her father from Sunningdale fined £20 for 

aiding and abetting.326 

PC 269 Charles Henry Childs, Surrey Constabulary  

Aged 29, Died 29 2 December 1917 

 

PC Childs served as a Sergeant in the 2nd Battalion Royal Berkshire Regiment. He 

died aged 29 the son of Charles and Elizabeth Childs, of Ling Cottage, Lightwater, 

Bagshot, Surrey, and the husband of Maud E. Childs, of 14, Brooklyn Terrace, North 

Holmwood, Dorking. He is remembered on the Tyne Cot Memorial. Henry Childs 

enlisted in Reading when he gave his residence as North Holmwood, Surrey 

Charles Childs joined the Surrey Constabulary on 1st April 1913 aged 26, and was 

sworn in on 11th April at Guildford before Col. Ricardo and H. Kenton Esq. His 

appointment number was 1667 and his collar number 269. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as a Gardener, being at that time employed by his 

father at Bagshot, although he had previously served with the Royal Berkshire 

Regiment from 29th December 1904 to 13th November 1912.He was first stationed at 

Dorking and during his service was promoted from 3rd class to 1st class Constable 

 

 

 
323 1917 September 25: The Times 
324 The Times (London, England), Wednesday, Oct 10, 1917 
325 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 Dec1917 
326 The Times (London, England), Saturday, Dec 01, 1917 
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Age 26 

Height 5ô 11ò 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Auburn 

Eyes Blue 

Birth Place Hertford 

 

The Tyne Cot Memorial is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders, 

which cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. Broadly speaking, the Salient 

stretched from Langemarck in the north to the northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in 

the south, but it varied in area and shape throughout the war.  

 

 

Charles was on the Reserve and re-joined 1st Royal Berkshire Regiment in Reading. 

By the time he re-enlisted, he was living in North Holmwood, Surrey. He 

disembarked on the 27th of August 1914 into the Western Front. 

In March 1915, he married Maud Emily Salmons, by Licence, at St Anne´s Church in 

Bagshot. At the time of the marriage, Charles was a Corporal in the Royal Berkshire 

Regiment and living at Ling Cottage, Lightwater, Bagshot. At the time of the 

marriage, Maud Emily Salmons lived at 39 Hart Road, Dorking. Charles ós sister, 

Helen Childs, was the couple´s witness. 

Charles Henry and Maud Emily had two children: Charles William Childs born in 

1916 and Elizabeth Maud Childs born in 1918, both in the Registration District of 

Dorking, Surrey. 

Charles left to his wife Maud £4, 2d on the 8th of April 1918, £4, 9s and 4d on the 

11th of May 1918 and a further £22 on the 2nd of February 1920 in Soldier´s Effects. 

 Charles was awarded the British War and Victory Medals and the 1914 Star.327 

Report of December 1917 Chief Constable Sant, Surrey Constabulary 

Aside from the usual influx of amendments to DORA, information and instructions 

from the Home Office continued to flood in and subjects included: assistance to 

airships wishing to land; the payment by the police of rewards of £5 for information 

leading to the capture of escaped prisoners of war (to be refunded by MI5); the 
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prohibition of the sale of dried fruits outside the UK, restrictions to the prices of flour 

and bread; the prohibition of the sale by occupiers of agricultural holdings of horses 

used for cultivation without a licence; the reporting of cases of the fraudulent display 

of notices by persons claiming to have been disabled by the war in order to enlist the 

sympathy of the public (the police were to report every such case to the Home 

Office); all French citizens to be repatriated to serve in the French Army or remain 

and serve in the British Army; restrictions on petrol; the enforcement of Food Orders; 

control measures for the sale and purchase of livestock; and the printing, publishing 

or distribution of leaflets relating to the present war or óthe making of peaceô to be a 

summary offence, unless the full names and addresses of the author and printer are 

included. Sant noted at the end of his report that, in this quarter alone, he had received 

óno less than 42ô DORA orders and amendments. 

Demands that Special Constables might take over the duty of guarding General Store 

Depot 35 at Horley caused more irritation to Sant, and details of his communications 

with the Ministry of Munitions on the matter were given at length. Another cause of 

concern was a ósomewhat peremptoryô request by Eastern Command (Hounslow) to 

have ócertain confidential returnsô ï that were to be drawn up by police in connection 

with the action to be taken by them in the event of emergency ï within two days 

ówithout failô, even though óIt was impossible é to explain to my Superintendents é 

exactly what particulars they were asked to supply, in fact, I was myself in some 

doubtô. Sant subsequently issued an order reported in form outlining the action to be 

taken by Special Constables in the event of a threatened air raid, which he gives in 

full.  

Complaints concerning the behaviour of a number of Russians living in huts at 

Deepcut, Frimley, resulted in a letter to the General Officer Commanding at 

Aldershot (this and its reply) are also given in full. Sant could not óunderstand how 

this large number of Russians was allowed to land in this country, eating up the food 

urgently required by the inhabitantsô and considered the whole situation ómost 

unsatisfactoryô. 

The number of investigations by the Police into cases of infidelity by soldiersô wives 

came as óquite a revelationô to the Chief Constable, averaging as they did ótwo or 

three a weekô. He also noted the many British women married to alien enemies, and 

outlined the procedure to be followed by Police. 

Sant noted (with great satisfaction) that Hugo Greef was ordered to return to óthe 

place from whence he came, viz, Carshalton [and] the County is now relieved of his 

unwelcome presence.ô Greefôs son, who was óBritish-bornô, was enlisted.328 

1917 December 17: Missing bank messenger arrested: Recovery of bank notes 

 
328 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-

in-wartime-part-3-1917/ 
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At a late hour on Saturday evening the Leatherhead police arrested George Elliott a 

bank messenger on a charge of absconding with funds belonging to the London and 

South-Western Bank in Fenchurch Street. He appears to have been staying at The 

Swan Hotel, Leatherhead since Wednesday, the day on which he was last seen in 

London and was identified by a police inspector through a photograph. At the time of 

his disappearance he carried a leathern wallet bearing the name of the bank and 

containing bankerôs credit slips for Ã8,000. There were also two Bank of England 

£100 notes and six Bank of England £50 notes. The wallet also contained £5 in 

Treasury notes. Elliott will be charged this morning at the Mansion House.329 

Annual Report Reigate Borough Police 

1917 31 December: Annual Report Reigate Borough Police to the Watch Committee 

from James Metcalfe including a report on the activities of the Fire Brigade: 

óConstables who have joined the army, whether as reservists or as volunteers or under 

the Military Service Acts, cease to be members of the police service, and on re-

joining the police force should be formally re-attested and should be allowed to 

reckon their military service for the purposes of police pension, promotion and 

advances in the scale of payô330 

Under óMiscellaneous Mattersô are recorded óWar was declared against Germany and 

Austria on the 4th August, 1914ô and óThe Armistice was signed on the 

11th November, and hostilities ceased at 11amô. 

By 1918, although the strength of the force was officially still 40, Reigate Borough 

Police had been reduced to 20.  Fourteen men had enlisted of which one had re-joined 

the force and there were 6 vacancies. Apparently none of those who enlisted were 

killed on active duty.331 

1918 31 December: Annual Report Reigate Borough Police to the Watch Committee 

from James Metcalfe including a report on the activities of the Fire Brigade. 

Special Constable Williams Sims was commended for his promptitude in the 

detection of a fire332  Inspector Bullimore, Sergeants Sturt and Bryan were 

commended by the Home Office for work done in connection with aliens duties.333 

A PC Reigate Borough Police and members of the County Constabulary were 

awarded a guinea for stopping a runaway horse.334 PC Dale was awarded a guinea for 

stopping a runaway horse and Sergeant Hoad and PC Dale were commended for 

 
329 The Times (London, England), Monday, Dec 17, 1917 
330 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 Dec 1917 
331 http://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/reigate-borough-police-in-the-great-war/ 
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rendering first aid335  Mrs Marian Haiselden was appointed the second Police 

matron.336 

 

 

 

 

1918 Pay Reigate Borough Police: 

Inspector £3 5s per week rising annually by 3 shillings to £4 

Sergeants: £2 13s a week rising by 1 shilling annually to £2 17s 

Constables £2 per week rising by 1 shilling annually to £2 18s 337 

 

 
335 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report end 31 Dec 1918 
336 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report end 31 Dec 1918 
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Surrey Constabulary employed its first policewoman 

During 1918 the Surrey Constabulary employed its first policewoman, a sergeant who 

was posted to Farncombe to deal with prostitutes who had moved into the area close 

to the army camp at Witley.  After the war she left the Force.   

Rural policing carries on 

1918: The local constable PC Hancock reported William Grover of Watson Road, 

Westcott for seen riding his bicycle at night with no light he was fined half a 

crown. 338   

1918: PC Hancock retrieved the fully clothed body of Mrs Elizabeth May 

Newnham from under an inch or so of ice in the Westcott Millpond. When the 

inquest was held in the Reading Room Mrs Louisa Harris of Westcott Common 

gave evidence that Elizabeth lived at The Barracks in Westcott Street, where she 

and her mother provided a laundry service. It was reported that Elizabeth had been 

much depressed of late owing to the prospect of she and her mother having to leave 

their home in consequence of a change of ownership. Dr McComas advised that the 

deceased had previously suffered from mental illness and had spent 7 years in an 

asylum. The jurors recorded a verdict of suicide while in an unsound mind. 339 

1918 2 January: Surrey Quarter Sessions yesterday decided to give a bonus of 10s a 

week to all men in the Surrey Constabulary who are entitled to a pension and who 

are deprived owing to the war, of their right to retire from the force.340 

Food Hoarding at Englefield Green - Fine of £80 Imposed at Chertsey - Surrey Herald 

4 January 1918. A Resident fined for hoarding food, 103 lbs., of tea confiscated Lady 

Mabel Gore Langton. 341 

1918 January 18: Theft of turnips; Brockham Police Sergeant Lightfoot: Francis 

Nye brewers drayman, Pixham Lane, Dorking was summoned for stealing a 

quantity of turnips the property of Mr Barrow, farmer, of Brockham. On December 

12 the defendant was seen by Jesse Covey a carter to leave his brewerôs dray at 

Brockham Street and enter one of Mr Barrowôs fields where he helped himself to 

some turnips. As he drove into Dorking Nye was stopped by Police Sergeant 

Lightfoot who questioned him. Defendant produced a bag containing seven turnips 

and said he pulled them from a farmerôs field at Brockham Street. Defendant 

pleaded guilty and the chairman said it was a pity a man in his position should do 

what was obviously wrong and what was very annoying to farmers. The Bench did 

not wish to deal with him severely and he was fined 10s. 342   

 
338 Terry Wooden Westcott Local History Society January 2012 
339 Terry Wooden Westcott Local History Society January 2012 
340 The Times 2 January 1918 
341 Surrey Herald, Issue No. 4088, 4 January 1918, Page 04 , Col e 
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1918 February 2: a riot by railwaymen and employees of Dennis Bros and 

Drummonds in Guildford on 2 February, who refused to allow butchers to 

distribute meat.343  

Guards Machine Gunners 

In early 1918 there was a mass walkout by Guards Machine Gunners stationed at 

Pirbright, Woking. The origins of this mutiny are obscure, yet for three days every 

private soldier refused duty. Instead they organised voluntary route marches along 

the lanes near the camp, in defiance of their officers, returning only for meals. The 

strike was eventually called off when a colonel of the Welsh Guards arrived and, 

giving an assurance that there would be no victimisation, asked for a spokesman 

from each of the five regiments involved. According to an eye-witness:  

ñFive old soldiers agreed to come to the front, though to my knowledge they were 

by no means ringleaders. They were taken off to London under close arrest, court-

martialled and sentenced to two years each in a military prison. The breach of faith 

may have come about because the GOC London District overruled the colonel. But 

I think we were naive to expect the public school code of honour to be extended to 

mere rankers. The rest of the rebels - they must have numbered a couple of hundred 

or so - were split up into their original regiments, and a detachment sent to its 

reserve battalion for a short time before being put on a draft for France again . . . 

Many of those men were killed in action during the Great German Breakthrough of 

March 1918, and in subsequent fightingò. 344 Such activity though confined to a 

base, though in this case mutineers left Pirbright camp every day, must have been 

of great concern the Chief Constable.  

Canadian Army Medical Corps 

1918 February 28: At the Egham Police Court on Friday, before Mr Weller and other 

Magistrates, David James Andrews of the Canadian Army Medical Corps was 

charged with being in possession of a loaded firearm at Englefield Green. PC 

Butterfill said that at 9.30pm, he saw the defendant proceeding towards Priest Hill. 

PC Butterfill asked him where he was going. The defendant, under the influence of 

drink, became very abusive and told him to mind his own business. After taking his 

name and number, the Officer told him to go away. At 9.45pm, the defendant returned 

to the police station and called for ñthe civil policeman to come outò. PC Butterfill 

went up to the defendant who said;ò What business had you to stop me?ò He also 

raised an objection to the officer for having done so, because he was not a military 

policeman. By the aid of the moonlight, the officer saw that the defendant had 

something in his hands and asked him to show him. The defendant in doing so 

dropped a revolver and then got down on his hands and knees to search for it. PC 

 
343 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-
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Butterfill managed to pick it up first and found that it was cocked. He placed it in the 

safety position and arrested the defendant. Fined forty shillingsò345  

1918 Guildford Borough Police: By 1918 former sergeant C. A. Emery had been 

promoted to the rank of major and awarded the MC for bravery. Ex PC Punter had 

been promoted to Squadron Sergeant Major and mentioned in despatches. Ex 

Detective Constable Mansfield had been promoted sergeant in the Royal Garrison 

Artillery and mentioned in despatches for courage and devotion to duty in rescuing 

wounded and saving ammunition under shell fire. 346  

1918 July 12: Moving pigs without a license; PC Pickard, Dorking, Blackbrook. 

William Pearce Jubilee Cottage, Brockham was summoned for moving two pigs 

without a license, and Osborne Dawnay, The Woodlands, Blackbrook was summoned 

for causing same to be moved. PC Pickard said that at 1.45pm on the day in question 

he was in the Dorking Market when he saw the two defendants with and cart 

containing two Berkshire pigs. Mr Dawnay he had not got a licence to unload them, 

and he was told that whatever he did he did it at his own risk. Pearce said he did not 

know that a license was required as it was nine years since he took any pigs to market. 

A fine of 10s each was imposed. 347 

On 6 March 1918 the Mayor of Guildford representing the Guildford Borough Police 

Watch Committee called on Chief Constable Sant, Surrey Constabulary to discuss 

mutual aid arrangements within the borough should there be food riots. This is a 

remarkable item as it implies that all through the war there was nothing in place for 

one force in Surrey to reinforce another given an outbreak of violence. The Chief 

Constable declined to offer support (even though the Surrey Constabulary HQ was in 

the heart of Guildford) as his responsibility was policing the county. If he withdrew 

men from their beats and brought them into Guildford what if there was rioting in his 

police area? Further if there was a riot involving 100 people how many men would be 

needed ï more than he could provide. Look what happened in the Guy Riots when the 

Surrey Constabulary came to help and were attacked and forced to seek safety in Holy 

Trinity churchyard whilst the countyôs police station windows were smashed. The 

Chief Constable advised the mayor to work on mutual aid arrangements with Borough 

forces such as Reading and Reigate linked by train.348 

Chertsey Petty Sessions - Surrey Herald 29 March 1918 Minor offences including 

youth charged with stealing soldiers boots. 349 

 

 
345 1918 February 28: From Edward Priestly:  The Staines and Egham News. 
346 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
347 1918 July 12 Surrey Mirror 
348 SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018 
349 Surrey Herald, Issue No. 4100, 29 March 1918, Page 04 , Col d 
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Report of March 1918 by The Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 

The Chief Constable began his first report of the New Year by declaring that from 

now on he would not give details of DORA orders and amendments, as óthey have 

been arriving practically every dayô and he had since 10 December received 83. 

However, other instructions were still flooding in, covering subjects including: the 

relaxation of liquor regulations over the Christmas period; the prohibition of the 

import of ócertain seditious publicationsô (of which there were 18 in all known so far; 

others were added later); Italians returning to Italy under the Convention concluded 

between the British and Italian Governments; a new system for the issue of air raid 

warnings by day; regulations for the use of gas for driving vehicles; alterations to 

arrangements regarding the escape and recapture of prisoners of war; proposals for 

óbetter co-operationô between County and Borough Police Forces in connection with 

matters arising from Emergency Legislation; the uses to which private and hire cars 

might be put; and the protection and disposal of óenemy aircraft brought to earthô.350 

Two related confidential matters caused the Chief Constable some difficulties this 

quarter. The first, arising from conferences between himself and the Competent 

Military Authorities of the Aldershot and Eastern Commands involving ócertain stepsô 

to be taken by the Military and Police in co-operation in the event of an emergency 

being declared, was óof so secret a characterô that he could not actually report it. 

Subsequently, he received a confidential letter from the Home Office (the contents of 

which he was unable to give in detail) regarding applications by the Police for 

military aid in case of disturbance, although he found that it ópractically forbids the 

Police to ask for such aid except in cases of absolute necessityô; in connection with 

this, he described in detail a riot by railwaymen and employees of Dennis Bros and 

Drummonds in Guildford on 2 February, who refused to allow butchers to distribute 

meat, and discussed at length what could or should be done in the event of a greater 

disturbance with a reduced Police force and without military aid, especially in light of 

480 Russian soldiers (possible óBolsheviksô) at Minden Barracks, Deepcut. 

Other demands on the Chief Constableôs time were 1. The provision of data for the 

Minister of National Service to complete the Ministerôs records regarding male alien 

enemies exempted from internment; 2. The monthly notification of the arrival, 

departure or death of all male alien enemies; 3. A request for action from the Local 

Food Control Committee regarding food hoarding, in response to which he pointed 

out with some asperity that it was their own responsibility to obtain a search warrant 

and make a search (although he did promise to allow an officer to accompany 

them).351 
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Airman's Lucky Escape believed at Englefield Green. Reported in the local 

newspaper on 22 March: Pilot of plane lost its way and crashed in a field, pilot 

escaped injury. 2nd Lieutenant MacDonald Royal Flying Corps. 352 

1918 27 April: It is an indication that in April of the year when the war would finally 

end, manpower was still short and the police still called up as when Surrey 

Constabulary officers from across the county joined the Army. 

More Police Called Up April 1918 

 

The eight men were the last eligible single police officers serving in the Surrey 

Constabulary. There was one however, a discharged soldier and two over military 

age.  Police Constables Bord, A Ellis, Rose, HQ at Guildford; Edwards, Virginia 

Water; Smeed, Camberley; Wilkinson, Godalming; Freeland, York Town; Turner, 

Woking; Fielding, Egham Hythe; Norgate, Englefield Green; Lewis, Fetcham; 

Bishop, Hogs back; Hainsworth, Haslemere; C Ellis, Tatsfield; White, Minter, 

Woking; A Ellis Charlwood; called to the Colours in April 1918. None appear on the 

force war memorial so it can be assumed they all survived. 353  

It may have been five months from the end of the war but in May there was no 

indication that the war would end that year or any certainty that the Allies would win, 

even though the vast amount of manpower and resources were beginning to be 

deployed by the United States. 

 
352 Surrey Herald, Issue No. 4099, 22 March 1918, Page 06 , Col f 
353 Surrey Advertiser 27 April 1918 
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Surrey Police Squad May 1918 ï are some of the men who joined in April 1918 

in this photograph? 

Report of May 1918: Sant Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 

Subjects of instruction and information this quarter included: the declaration of 

County Clare, Ireland, as a Special Military Area; an order making it a summary 

offence for any woman suffering from venereal disease to solicit or have sex with any 

member of HM Forces (for which the Chief Constable predicted that the Police will 

óhave to do all the workô); the maintenance of discipline of troops of Allied Forces in 

the UK (at present just US Forces, whose own Courts Martial should deal with 

matters arising); the procedure to be followed should a discharged soldier wish to be 

taken on in the Police Force; the prohibition of the opening of any new retail trade or 

business without a licence; the control of passenger traffic between Great Britain and 

Ireland by a permit system (for which application should be made to the police); and 

no student to be admitted to any óschool of Wireless Telegraphyô until his credentials 

had been checked (by the police, naturally). 

Again, letters from the Home Office caused problems. The first outlined the duties of 

the police in case of invasion, but it appeared to the Chief Constable that óShould such 

an emergency arise, it would appear to me that each Constable will have to be in 

several places at one and the same time!! I can only hope that such a contingency may 

not take place!!ô 

In response to the second, stating that the Police were to take over the 5 Military 

Aircraft Observation Posts, the Chief Constable managed to persuade the HO to 

concede that Sergeants (who could not just stay at home waiting for a call) were not 

to neglect their police work for observation duty, and that ñif they were out [on duty] 

at the time the call came, no one was to be blamed for neglect to comply with the 
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order.ò 354 

Further irritations included: the óincredibleô number of enquiries which had to be 

made regarding the ómisconductô and óimproprietiesô of wives of serving soldiers 

(which the Chief Constable considered a ódisgracefulô use of police time); a letter 

from the óDorking and District Flag Day and War Charitiesô asking for his 

óobservations thereonô (óNo doubt my reply will be laid before the Committeeô); and 

the compilation of yet another census of livestock, this time including poultry.355 

Englefield Green - Serious Accident - Surrey Herald 31 May 1918: Serviceman's car 

involved in accident. Colonel Slee356 

Englefield Green - Surrey Herald 7 June 1918: Officer, son of Lord Cheylesmore 

fined for motoring offences. Lieutenant, The Honourable HE Eaton357 

1918 July 22: Wyke and Normandy Boyôs theft of a bicycle. At the Farnham Bench 

on Thursday, George Alfred Frank Kinge was charged with stealing a bicycle value 

30/-, the property of Ernest Goodchild of Normandy. Prosecutor said he placed the 

bicycle against the back door of a house where he went to do some work. Defendant 

who was working with him in the morning in the garden, shortly afterwards left, and 

did not return, and he (witness) afterwards missed his bicycle. From a statement made 

by defendant to the police, it appeared that he smashed the back wheel when riding at 

Horndean, and sold the bicycle for 6/-. A letter was read from the Gordon Boys' 

Home stating that the lad had been discharged because he was continually 

absconding. Defendant stated that he would like to go to sea, and he was remanded 

for a fortnight to allow inquiries to be made.358 

1918: Although crime was falling in 1918 the National Union of Women Workers 

urged the Guildford Borough Police Watch Committee to employ women police ñin 

view of the grave dangers to women and girls and particularly on account of the 

conduct of members of the public in the vicinity of the river.ò As most of the river 

problems were outside the Borough no action was taken and women officers were not 

appointed. 359 

1918 PC James Gascoyne Guildford Borough commended for bravery in stopping 

two brewery horses in North Street 360 

 
354 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-

in-wartime-part-4-1918/ 
355 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-

in-wartime-part-4-1918/ 
356 Surrey Herald, Issue No. 4109, 31 May 1918, Page 03 , Col e 
357 Surrey Herald, Issue No. 4110, 7 June 1918, Page 02 , Col b 
358 1918 July 22nd Surrey Advertiser 
359 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
360 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
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PC 214 Harry Noakes, Surrey Constabulary  

Age 28, Died 9 August 1918 

 

PC Noakes was a Sergeant number 204669 in the Hampshire Regiment 15th (Service) 

Battalion (Hampshire Yeomanry) Battalion. He died age 28 the husband of Alice 

Annie Noakes, of 2, Woodside Cottages, Ewhurst Road, Cranleigh. Harry Noakes 

was killed at Tynecotstraat and is remembered on the Tyne Cot Memorial. PC Noakes 

enlisted at Winchester when he gave his residence as Crowborough, Hants.  

Enlisted Hampshire Yeomanry, Winchester 1915 served with the Expeditionary Force 

in France and Flanders and was killed in action 9 August 1918 leaving a widow.361  

Harry Noakes joined the Surrey Constabulary on 16th September 1912 aged 22, and 

was sworn in at Guildford before Col. Ricardo and Captain Briscoe on 20th September 

1912. His appointment number was 1630 and his collar number 214. At the time of 

his appointment his gave his trade as Groom working for Mr Les Chattas at Highams.  

Age 22 

Height 5ô 10ò 

Complexion Pale 

Hair Dark Brown 

Eyes Hazel 

Birth Place Hadlow Down, Sussex 

 

There were considerable allied advances throughout the Western Front during the 

second week of August 1918. The Tyne Cot Memorial is one of four memorials to the 

missing in Belgian Flanders, which cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. 

Broadly speaking, the Salient stretched from Langemarck in the north to the northern 

edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it varied in area and shape throughout the 

war.  

 

 
Tyne Cot visited by Dave Powell June 2011 

 

 

 
361 https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=jTu4DAAAQBAJ&pg=PA88-IA10&lpg=PA88-

IA10&dq=Harry+Noakes,+Surrey+Constabulary&source=bl&ots=cErgdUEuD7&sig=Cb5eFaKGkFH

OGOuB6WmXUWk9qQQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjxlNXnjYjdAhVKJMAKHQe8CuIQ6AEw

BnoECAUQAQ#v=onepage&q=Harry%20Noakes%2C%20Surrey%20Constabulary&f=false 
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16 August 1918: Local Resident Fined £10 - For Throwing Water Over Police Officer 

- Surrey Herald Local woman fined for assaulting police inspector after earlier 

confrontation between soldiers.362 

Report of September 1918: Chief Constable Sant Surrey Constabulary 

Sant began this report by reminding the Chairman of the Standing Joint Committee 

that óall the duties of a permanent nature imposed on the Police é are still being 

carried outô and that all the subjects of instruction and information outlined this 

quarter were either new or amendments to old ones. They included: permission for the 

use of lights in dining rooms and sittings rooms of hotels, inns and boarding houses 

up to midnight; the possible protection from military service of members of the 

Special Constabulary (the Chief Constable was to forward to the Home Office the 

names, ages and grades of any in his force); alterations to licences for the sale of 

horses at auctions and fairs; a new Road Transport Order and the registration of 

Goods Carrying Vehicles (forms to be issued at Police Stations); provisions for 

billeting women ówho are enrolled for employment by the Army Councilô; the seizing 

and destroying of óHostile Leafletsô (a list of 147 was supplied); the use of hay and 

straw for horse transport; the requirement of American citizens in the UK to either to 

serve with the US Army or return to the US (the taking of a census of Americans of 

military age by the Police was requested), the same to apply to Greek citizens (who 

might serve in the British Army); assistance to the Board of Trade in dealing with 

desertions of alien seamen and Danes (the Chief Constable did not consider that the 

Police had any power to ódemand from the Seamen or Danes, their passports, etc.ô); 

Czechoslovaks to be treated as óalien friends and alliesô; the movement of alien 

prisoners of war (who on the whole the Chief Constable found well-behaved and good 

workers) employed in agricultural and other work; the discontinuance of the 

Separation Allowance in cases of immoral army wives; and the responsibility of the 

Police to ensure that every alien, without exception, had an Identity Book. 363 

The Home Office persisted in its demand that the police should be ready to man óat 

any moment night or dayô the Military Aircraft Observation Posts (now 6 in number), 

to ófree for other duties é men of the Royal Defence Corps, hitherto employed to 

man the observation postsô; however, this time the Chief Constable made no comment 

other than to cite parts of the letter, although later in the report he considered that as 

the manning of the observation posts was obviously a military duty, it should be 

performed by the Volunteer Defence Corps. 

He dealt sympathetically with two requests. The first, from the Assistant Provost 

Marshal at Aldershot, asked that the police assist in dealing with óhawkers etc.ô who, 

ejected from military camps, could defy him by travelling on roads passing through 

the camps, over which he had no jurisdiction; this was acceded to by the Chief 

 
362 Surrey Herald, Issue No. 4111, 16 August 1918, Page 02 , Col b 
363 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-

in-wartime-part-4-1918/ 
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Constable, who also wrote recommending that camp byelaws be extended to those 

roads. The second, from the Ministry of National Service, asking that the Chief 

Constable allow the police to assist in the gathering of the harvest as it was of 

ónational importanceô was also dealt with promptly, and Sant received ógratifying 

reports of the way in which the Police came to the aid of the farmersô. 

The Assistant Provost Marshal at Aldershot also made the welcome suggestion that 

the Military Authorities might aid the Chief Constable in the conveyance to Holloway 

(via Godalming and the Guildford Petty Sessions) of prostitutes apprehended by the 

Police in the neighbourhood of the camp at Witley by providing a vehicle for the 

purpose, for which the Chief Constable might apply officially; however, the eventual 

reply received from the Surplus Property Disposal Board merely invited the Chief 

Constable to ómake an offer for any vehicle which might suit my purpose!!!!! [sic]ô. 

Sant noted the receipt of an óextremely interestingô addendum to the pamphlet 

concerning German Aeroplane Bombs, but noted that óthe contents are secret, and 

must not be communicatedô. Also received were ócertain sealed ordersô from the 

Home Office, with instructions ónot to open the envelope unless I received a telegram 

to do soô. 

The case of the alien enemy Andre von Drumreicher, who had served in the German 

cavalry and subsequently in the Egyptian Civil Service, and who had now come to 

England from Egypt, was described in detail; with some amazement, Sant noted that 

he was ófor some inexplicable reasonô released by the Home Office from internment 

and is now residing at Farnham.364 

 

PC 208 William Henry George Fortman, Surrey Constabulary  

Aged 28, died 18 October 1918 

 

William Fortman served as Gunner 160284 in the 1st Mountain Battery, Royal 

Garrison Artillery and died aged 29 the husband of Dorothy Joy Fortman, of 2, Bristol 

Cottages, Thistlecroft, Hersham, Walton-on-Thames. He died in India and is buried in 

the Rawalpindi War Cemetery having enlisted at Kingston-on-Thames.  

PC Fortman joined the Surrey Constabulary on 9th March 1912 aged 22 and was 

sworn in on 15th March 1912 at Guildford before Col. Ricardo and Col. Hadaway. His 

appointment number was 1607 and his collar number 208. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as a Grocers Porter working for Mr S Smith at 

Kirkdale, Sydenham, London.  He was first stationed at Hersham and during his 

service was promoted from 3rd class to 1st class Constable. 

 
364 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-

in-wartime-part-4-1918/ 
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On 2nd November 1914 he was commended and awarded £2 for prompt action in a 

fire by which life was no doubt saved. 

On 12/13 October 1916 he missed 3 conference points and made a false entry in a 

journal for which he was fined 3 days pay and severely reprimanded 

 

Age 

 

22 

Height 6  ̀

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Blue 

Birth Place Rotherhithe, London 

 

Rawalpindi War Cemetery contains 257 Commonwealth burials of the First World 

War, connected mainly with the operations on the North-West Frontier. (CWGC site) 

Report of November 1918 The Chief Constable used this short report to discuss his 

meeting in October with a deputation of members of the Surrey Constabulary over 

rates of pay; the ódeplorable, and disgracefulô Metropolitan Police strike was also 

mentioned. 

 

Camberley Special Constables on Armistice Day 365 

Report November/ December 1918 The Chief Constable Captain Sant 

 
365 SHC ref 9152/2/2/4/1b 
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On 11 November 1918, the final armistice was signed and the guns were at last 

silenced. Eighteen Surrey Police Officers (including Boroughs) paid for peace with 

their lives. The chief constable prepared a full report recording the Forceôs 

experiences during the war years with a view to helping plan a coordinated police 

response in the event of any ñéfuture waréò - prophetic words indeed. 

Addendum Report: Captain Sant first reported a decrease in the number of duties the 

police had been called upon to perform in connection with the war. Continuing with 

the case of one Louisa Frost, the maid of Lady Stanley (who lived at Furze Hill, 

Pirbright) and the wife of an interned German, whom he had been asked to remove 

from óthe vicinity of the camps at Pirbrightô to the Metropolitan Area, Sant moved on 

to list more subjects demanding his attention, including: the inclusion of all Spanish 

and Portuguese Jews in the class of Turkish Subjects; identification marks on military 

vehicles; the enforcement of regulations preventing the shooting of carrier pigeons (as 

it was legal for a farmer to shoot any pigeon alighting on his land and several had 

done so); the withdrawal of posters issued in October regarding cattle feed stuffs and 

the supply of new ones; the regularisation of arrangements regarding the exemption of 

police eligible for military service from enlistment; the supply of information to the 

Ministry of Food regarding the addresses, members and purpose of registered clubs; 

the compilation of a ócomplete censusô of all horses, mules and asses in the county; 

regulations regarding the slaughter of horses for food (óIt is important that no 

horseflesh which is unfit for food may be sold for human consumptionô); police 

procedure in the case of deserters and absentees from the Royal Navy; arrangements 

for Belgian refugees to remain in their present places and not to go to London or ports 

for repatriation (óI anticipate that the duty of carrying out these arrangements will fall 

on the Policeô); and ï with obvious relief ï authorising the ringing of church bells and 

the use of fireworks and bonfires upon the ówelcome information that an armistice has 

been signed by Germanyô, and cancelling all DORA regulations. At the very end of 

this last wartime report, the Chief Constable quoted from a letter received from the 

Ministry of National Service: óI should like to take this opportunity of thanking you 

for the untiring and willing help which you have given to the Department in the past 

and I need hardly say how helpful this assistance has beenô.366 

In October, the Chief Constable was asked to give evidence before a Committee 

dealing with DORA regulations on prostitutes, but he felt that the best evidence they 

could obtain would be that of one Superintendent Jennings of the Godalming Division 

and the Assistant Provost Marshal of Witley Camp, both of whom have seen the 

óindescribably filthy conditionô (he enumerated here several nasty symptoms) of some 

of the 31 women so far prosecuted. The problems of ófemales in campsô lead to the 

appointment of óWomen Constablesô, and the Chief Constable included a separate, 

 
366 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-

in-wartime-part-4-1918/ 
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special report dated 5 December 1918 on óWomen Policeô, which described their 

formation, eligibility and duties in detail.367 

Canadians and Witley Camp 368 

Research and text by Kianna Gnap369 

Canadians had an integral role alongside the British and the Allies during the Great 

War. Throughout 1914-1918, about 7 per cent of the Canadian population served in 

the Great War, not to mention the efforts and support of Canadians back home. The 

Canadian Army entered and fought in the war as part of the British Empireôs 

Dominions and Colonies. As such, Canadians spent a significant amount of time in 

various areas of Britain, including Surrey, before heading to the front 

The overseas Canadian force was called the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF). 

Out of the 630,000 Canadians that enlisted, 424,000 journeyed overseas as the 

CEF. In Britain, the Canadian forces were put through basic military training at 

various camps across England. Two of the largest were in Surrey at Bramshott and 

Witley. Witley Camp was built on Witley Common in Surrey. The Surrey countryside 

provided an ideal landscape for artillery training, with rolling hills, sandy soil, as well 

as good roads and beautiful scenery and villages.  The camp provided the soldiers 

with housing, medical attention, recreation facilities, and shops, also known as óTin-

Towns,ô found on the edge of the camp.370 

Witley was among several military bases in England that experienced riots and unrest 

from Canadian soldiers in the months after the war. A notable use of Witley Camp is 

its role during the demobilization and repatriation at the end of the war. Perhaps an 

often-overlooked aspect of war is the fate of the thousands of soldiers after the 

fighting has stopped. Many men in the CEF felt reluctant to obey military protocol 

after Armistice was announced. Thousands of soldiers now faced the process of 

repatriation and demobilization, which took up to a year, and was often very 

frustrating. For Canada, this included repatriating more than 250,000 men from the 

fighting areas in Europe. The CEF was repatriated in two waves: first, the major units 

of the Corps under their own officers, totalling 100,000 men, and second, the 

remainder placed into several drafts. Since Witley was one of the larger camps, it 

received these Canadian Corps units during the process of demobilization. To ease 

this process, the military promoted things like physical training programs, sports and 

recreation, entertainment, and even offered the opportunity for education with the 

Khaki University that was established in 1917. Unfortunately, the government was 

 
367 Marion Edwards https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/a-policemans-lot-the-surrey-police-

in-wartime-part-4-1918/ 
368 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/surrey-and-the-great-war-canadians-and-witley-camp/ 
369 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/surrey-and-the-great-war-canadians-and-witley-camp/ 
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slow to repatriate the troops. This delay had to do with issues of overcrowding the 

ships, which in turn lead to a backlog on railway transport in Canada. 

On Armistice Day of November 1918, February 1919, and June 1919, Canadian 

soldiers engaged in riots in Witley Camp, and the surrounding area. Most likely due 

to boredom, lack of information, rumours, confusion, and anger, there were as many 

as thirteen incidents of unrest at camps in England between 1918 and 1919. The Tin-

Towns in Witley suffered major disturbances and damages. There are extensive 

records of legal correspondence relating to damage claims by local shopkeepers as a 

result of these riots. For example, a Mr. L. Brilliant was a victim of the February and 

June riots, claiming upwards of £500 as compensation for damage to stock, goods, 

fittings, and fixtures. C.T. Broadbent, Major Acting A.P.M. at Witley Camp attests to 

the riots by Canadian soldiers. He claims that their actions were a result of the unjust 

overcharging practiced by the shopkeepers towards the Canadian soldiers. The 

Canadians had to resort to asking English soldiers or civilians to make purchases for 

them to avoid this treatment. The situation was made worse by the fact that there was 

an influenza outbreak and a quarantine in Godalming and Guildford, meaning that the 

men were restricted to only shopping within the camp, to which the shopkeepers 

clearly took advantage. By June, the riots even escalated into the burning down of a 

large portion of the Tin-Towns at Witley. It is very likely that the frustratingly long 

process of repatriation and demobilisation, and post-war effects caused this anger 

among the Canadian troops.371 

1918 November 11: Riot on Witley Common Canadian Army Camp. Canadians 

stationed at Witley and Bramshott wrecked allegedly profiteering civilian 

shopkeepers' premises.  Some soldiers had been arrested by military police. There had 

been rioting on Armistice Day and a good many other incidents, which as a rule were 

not considered very serious.372 

There were thirteen Canadian Expeditionary Force mutinies, strikes and protests in 

the UK between November 1918 and June 1919 involving 5,980 Canadian troops373 

1918, 20 December: Witley Common: Petition received by Captain Sant from 

shopkeepers on the camp complaining they were repeatedly threatened by soldiers. 

The matter was passed to the military authorities. 374  

 
371 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/surrey-and-the-great-war-canadians-and-witley-camp/ 
372 Durrant Surrey Constabulary 1851-1951 page 48 
373 http://welshjournals.llgc.org.uk/browse/viewpage/llgc-id:1218518/llgc-id:1219213/llgc-

id:1219280/getText 
374 Durrant Surrey Constabulary 1851-1951 
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Tin Town shops alongside Portsmouth Road 

Canadian Army in Surrey 

Before France ï a memoir: After a run of some twelve hours from Glasgow, and long 

before daylight on the first day of the new 1918, several hundred very sleepy soldiers 

were routed out of the train at Milford, Surrey. We detrained in a cold drizzling rain 

onto cobblestones slippery with mud. The outlook was none too pleasantïïjust mud, 

and bushes, and trees dripping water. The up-look was no better. It had been raining 

for hours ï maybe for days ï and the earth had become a quagmire. After batteries 

were formed we "fell in," "right dressed," "counted off," "formed fours," and "by the 

right," moved away by sections. We marched several miles through mud to a city of 

wooden huts set in, and surrounded by, more mud. As we sloshed along, the watery 

surfaces of shrubbery and buildings, walls and lamp poles, metal equipment, brass 

buttons and faces, reflected flashes of light from occasional road-lamps. Here and 

there a comforting contrast appeared taking the form of slightly more cheery glimpses 

of the bright green leaves and red berries of holly ï the one midwinter bit of colour.  

Our destination (always "just around the next corner") was a quarantine section of the 

artillery area at Witley Camp. The distance marched was probably less than three 

miles, but seemed more like nine. Witley Camp! With clothing and equipment heavy 

with moisture and our feet slipping in our shoes, we entered a barbed-wire enclosure 

to be assigned to wooden huts. We were issued three boards and two end-sections 

apiece, which, when properly assembled, were to keep us several inches off the floor 

when and if we slept. We brought so much mud and water into the huts that the floors 

became shallow lakes. The air, if there was any (and there must have been some for 

most of us continued to breathe) was so full of moisture that the walls and ceilings 

absorbed to the point of saturation. Later this became most annoying in the form of 

steady dripping on us (or on the floor, that splashed back up into our faces). Those 
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who knew how, or were ingenious enough to guess, put the "Five piece bunks" 

together and rolled into their blankets. Those who could not make the tricky little 

bunks work just rolled into their blankets on the floor and slept where they lay. 

Although tired and cold and, I repeat, wet, and a bit "touchy" as we rolled into soggy 

blankets, most of us were also "healthy375 

 

Disgruntled police officers 

Sant was enlightened enough to recognise that the police, with many of them now ex-

servicemen were unwilling to accept the petty tyranny of police management before 

the war. In 1919 on March 11 before the coming of the Federation there was a 

recognition post war that there needed to be some form of safety valve for the men 

who were more reluctant to accept the style of police management before the war. 

Surrey had changed and officers did no take part in strike action but these were 

potentially dangerous times. The chief constable in General Order 630 established a 

Board. One officer and one constable were to be elected annually by ballot of the 

officers and men, respectively, in each division. There would be opportunities for 

discussion of matters concerned with the conditions of service will be given on each 

pay day. Should any subject be brought forward or a vote in favour of it be arrived at 

in any division, such subject shall be put before all other divisions for their discussion 

and a vote taken on it. Should a majority of the whole force be in favour of it, it will 

then be brought before the chief constable at the ensuing conferences, and other 

matters which have been brought up by divisions and agreed to by a majority of the 

members of the force will be dealt with at the conference.  

Naked and decomposing body 

1919 April: The naked and decomposing body of a newly born girl was discovered on 

a dust heap in Haslemere. The mother was Harriett Roe a single domestic servant who 

was traced and charged with concealment of birth. She had given birth in the lavatory 

of the house where she worked and hid the baby that was probably dead, in a bucket 

until she could dispose of it. The court was unable to be convinced that the child had a 

 
375 From: Chapter IV: The Canadian Armyïïin British Isles, 
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separate existence and the mother was bound over ñto give her an opportunity of 

redeeming her past.ò376 

Special Constables might be dispensed with 

1919 20 May Chief Constable to the Standing Joint Committee: I think that the time 

has now arrived when the services of the Special Constables might be dispensed 

with.377 

Men were returning or recruits were being appointed with 252 constables in May 

1919 and 306 in September 1919 from the low point of 205 in 1917. Durant wrote in 

his 1951 history of the Surrey Constabulary that sixteen men were wounded, three of 

who were permanently incapacitated and fifteen killed. To be added to this were the 

men of the Reigate Borough Police and Guildford Borough Police who lost three men 

killed.  

1919 May: Letter to The Times from YMCA Hut 4, Witley Camp 

Dear Sir ï It has been my great pleasure and privilege to have been associated with 

the Canadian YMCA in their work in this hut among the Canadian troops. Lately 

there has been a certain amount of rioting and disorder in some camps, but this has 

been greatly exaggerated, and though the men were not wise in doing what they did, 

they certainly had much provocation. What generally happened was that a very few 

men started in the riot and then many joined in just for amusement. Now I know that 

owing to the exaggerated reports which appeared in the newspapers a great many 

people both in England and in Canada have very mistaken ideas as to the discipline of 

the Canadian soldiers in camps. For three years I have lived in this hut, right in the 

midst of the men, and I can testify to the excellent order and discipline of the 

Canadian troops. In this country we have all greatly admired the magnificent bravery 

of the Canadian soldiers at the front, and it is greatly to be deplored that an utterly 

wrong impression as to their discipline and good behaviour in camps should have 

become prevalent. Maurice Acheson. 378 

The Clandon Park Robbery 

1919 22 May The Clandon Park Robbery:  At the Surrey Quarter Sessions at 

Kingston, George Telling Trewen, aged 39, hospital orderly, Williamina Ross, aged 

36, housekeeper and Christina Ross aged 48 were each sentenced to nine months 

imprisonment for stealing and receiving a quantity of goods valued at over £100 from 

Clandon Park the residence of Lord Onslow. Mr Cecil Whitely prosecuting said that 

Clandon Park was used as a military hospital during the war. When it was closed 

Williamina Ross remained on the premises as housekeeper and had access to all the 

 
376 ñFoul Deeds and Suspicious Deaths in Guildfordò Caroline Maxton Wharncliffe Books 2005 p123 
377 SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable to Standing Joint Committee Robert Bartlett 28 Aug 2018 
378 1919 May: YMCA Hut 4, Witley Camp: Letter to: The Times 
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rooms where the hospital furniture and that belonging to Lord and Lady Onslow were 

stored. She then proceeded to systematic robbery, the stolen articles being packed in 

boxes and stored in various places. Some of the property was found in Trewinôs house 

in a trunk belonging to Christine Ross, who was a cousin of Williamina Ross. 

Counsel said that Williamina Ross and Trewin were engaged to be married, and 

suggested that they had taken the furniture with the object of setting up house. The 

stolen property included a number of family heirlooms. Mr Whitely said that Lord 

and Lady Onslow had expressed the hope that the Court would deal leniently with the 

prisoners.379 

Serious outbreak of violence among Canadian troops 

1919 June 16 Witley Camp was the scene on Saturday night of a serious 

outbreak of violence among Canadian troops stationed there. Between thirty 

thousand and sixty thousand Canadian soldiers lived on Witley Common 

during the First World War with local police strength of a sergeant and three 

constables. Policing of the camp was by the military but on two hundred and 

thirty nine occasions in three years, prisoners were handed to the Surrey 

Constabulary. During the riot eighteen shops were looted and £9000 worth of 

property stolen.  

 

 

Garrison Theatre Witley Camp after June 1919 riot 

1919 June 17: The greater part of ñTintownò as it is called locally was burned 

to the ground, and a part of ñLittle Tintownò about half a mile away was also 

 
379 The Times (London, England), Thursday, May 22, 1919 
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destroyed by fire. Nearly twenty thousand Canadian soldiers occupy the camp. 

The trouble is believed to have arisen from irritation at delay in demobilising 

the men and shipping them home. The disturbance started when a large body of 

men assembled on one of the parade grounds to hold a demonstration against 

the delay. Whether the fire in Tintown was an accident is not yet determined. 

There seems no doubt however that the smaller fire was the result of a 

deliberate act of incendiarism. Many men strongly disapproved of the rioting 

and helped to extinguish the fires.380 

Those arrested were rescued who then wrecked the officer's quarters; the canteen was 

looted and all the drink stolen; then an attack was made on a number of shops known 

as "Tin Town" a group of shops erected with the permission of the military authorities 

on a part of the Portsmouth Road which ran through the camp.  

The police were mostly kept off the site by the military but this did not stop 

successful claims under the Riot Damages Act, much to the chagrin of the chief 

constable as his Police Authority had to pay. 381      

During the riot eighteen shops were looted and £9,000 worth of property stolen."382 

There were a number of riots across the country associated with disgruntled Canadian 

soldiers detained in England and Wales long after the war had ended. The major 

reason was the lack of transport to get the men home. It was said that the United 

States Army managed to access significant shipping so that the last in were first 

home! 

Whilst the Surrey Constabulary responded to rioting at Witley the Canadian troops at 

Epsom also went on the rampage attacking the police station and police officers, 

beating Police Sergeant Green of the Metropolitan Police to death. Epsom was of 

course in the Metropolitan Police District from the early days of policing but as this 

unparalleled incident was very close to the force boundary, occurred on the same day 

as the Witley riots and involved violent off-duty Canadian soldiers full details have 

been included. Parts of Epsom military camps were in the Surrey Constabulary area 

as will be seen below when the body of a Canadian soldier was found and 

investigated by Surrey. 

Killing of Station Sergeant Thomas Green of the Metropolitan Police 

Epsom, Wednesday 18th June 1919 

"Found death in the path of duty". 

ñGallant defendersò383 

 
380 Calgary Daily Herald published Tuesday, June 17, 1919 
381 Durrant Surrey Constabulary 1851-1951 page 48 
382 http://www.aldershot1940.com/2011/12/tuesday-december-17-1940.html 
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There were a series of riots from North Wales to Witley and Epsom involving 

disheartened volatile Canadian troops who were denied an early return home. On the 

18 June1919 there was a riot at Epsom in the Metropolitan Police District. Canadian 

soldiers killed Station Sergeant Thomas Green when they attacked Epsom station. He 

was the brother of Edgar Green who at that time was a member of the Surrey 

Constabulary stationed at Egham.384 There is nothing to indicate that Surrey assisted 

during the riot but of course they may have been heavily committed at Witley where 

Canadians had rioted over the previous two days.385 The following detail is from a 

number of sources including newspaper reports and a book by Martin Knight. 

Epsom, since 1914 had became a garrison town with the Downs used extensively to 

train and accommodate soldiers. Woodcote Park now the RAC country club was a 

base and the grandstand at the racecourse was used as a hospital for wounded soldiers 

during the early months of the war, as were a number of the asylums in and around 

the town complex. Policing thousands of young men, far from home with little 

nightlife other than drink and if lucky a local girl, if not one of the many prostitutes 

encouraged into the area by the free spending and out of the ordinary Canadian 

soldier.  

 

Station Sergeant Green 

 

 
383 Magistrateôs tribute to Epsom police 
384 ñWe are not manslaughtersò Martin Knight Tonto Books 2010 
385 ñWe are not manslaughtersò Martin Knight Tonto Books 2010 
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The police station was in Ashley Road, the lane leading from the Downs into the High 

Street. 51-year-old Station Sergeant Thomas Green was posted from Putney in 1906 

to act as the deputy to Inspector Pawley who lived with his family above the police 

station.  

A number of low-level disturbances occurred in Epsom town, the levels of violence 

increasing as local men were discharged from the forces and the Canadians became 

more bored and frustrated.  On a late June evening in 1919 the fuse was lit following 

the arrest of two men in the Rifleman Pub in the town centre. Trouble escalated after 

the Canadianôs demanded the release their comrades.  With reinforcements numbering 

about 500 from the camp the soldiers made a murderous attack upon the police at the 

station shortly after eleven oôclock. 386 These two low level arrests were to lead to the 

extraordinary heroism of the Metropolitan Police officers that evening when taking on 

a huge crowd of violent men out for blood.  

For an hour the police battled against overwhelming odds, and when their small 

number is compared with the huge infuriated body of their opponents it is nothing 

short of a miracle that anyone of them is alive today.  The police officers faced the 

attack with a bold front and fought with courage and determination, and in absolute 

conformity with their duty against these ruthless law-breakers.   

There had been a similar outbreak on Tuesday evening when police arrested a 

Canadian, which angered a crowd of soldiers, who were parading the town, 

apparently waiting for developments.  Attempts were made to rescue the prisoner, but 

the police secured their man and arrested another soldier for having obstructed them 

in their duty. This naturally aggravated the crowd, which increased in size and the 

police and their prisoners were followed to the station.  Here the excited followers 

commenced to demonstrate their resentment, but they did not show fight, and 

although few in number the police quickly dispersed them. 

The following evening at about half-past ten there were signs of serious trouble 

brewing, but no one anticipated such a sensational and tragic development. Inspector 

Pawley said he was at Epsom Police Station about 9 o'clock on the evening of June 

17th, when two private Canadian soldiers were brought in and charged with being 

drunk and disorderly. Several soldiers followed, and outside the station they began to 

use threatening language, apparently with the desire to effect the release of the 

prisoner. The camp authorities were communicated with so that an escort could be 

sent. About a dozen soldiers were outside and used threatening language, and after 

going towards the town they returned to the station. He called the police together and 

they dispersed the soldiers by force driving them towards Woodcote Park Camp.  

All the trouble appeared to be at an end and as things became quite quiet Pawley 

dismissed his day duty relief. As he was returning to the police station he heard a 

bugle sounding ñAssembly.ò Another soldier was then arrested for disorderly 

 
386 The Epsom Advertiser incorporating the Epsom Observer June 20, 1919 
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conduct, and he heard one soldier say, ñCome on boys, let us go in and fetch them 

outò (meaning the prisoners). The soldiers made off through Roseberry Park to their 

camp, and at once spread the news of their two comrades in custody.  There they 

planned an organised attack, and shortly before eleven oôclock between five and six 

hundred of them massed together and broke camp.   

A little later he heard cheering in the direction of the camp. The noise grew nearer and 

eventually a crowd of about 400 men appeared outside the station. They were 

practically all armed with sticks, palings, etc., and amidst the shouting he heard 

someone say, "We are going to get those soldiers out." The sound came from the 

direction of the camp and was accompanied by considerable shouting and yelling. On 

enquiring from the camp by óphone if all was right he was informed by an officer that 

everything was quiet in the camp, although there was a noisy mob down the road. 

In view of this Pawley óphoned to the surrounding police stations for assistance, went 

into Ashley-road, collected his men and waited.  

Between 11.15 and 11.30 a large crowd of soldiers arrived opposite the police station, 

many of them were armed with sticks and pieces of wood fencing. They were 

shouting and yelling.  The riotous mob armed with all kinds of missiles was quickly 

there, and nothing was left for him and his brave subordinates but to meet the attack. 

He tried to tell them that an ambulance was on the way from the camp and that on 

arrival the prisoners would be handed over ï that was the regular procedure.  

It was impossible for him to make himself heard owing to the noise, and Major Ross, 

an officer from the camp, got in front of his men and did his best to reason with them. 

Sticks and stones then began to fly across the station garden. He called his police up 

and they held back the crowd, which attempted to rush the station, preventing them 

coming on to the station premises for some time. The police ï only 12 in number ï 

were subsequently overpowered, and he ordered them to retreat into the station.  

Except for the cell passage they succeeded in keeping the soldiers outside the 

premises; several had gained entrance to the cell passage through the side window. 

All the front windows were smashed out, including the frames, and the front door was 

beginning to give way owing to it being battered by large stones and pieces of timber. 

The whole of the lights were knocked out at the beginning, including the big lamp 

outside. They were in total darkness the whole time. 

Inspector Pawley was assisting some of his men to hold that part of the building when 

Station Sergeant Green came in from the back way and suggested that they should 

charge the soldiers from the rear of the station. Pawley replied, ñI donôt think we are 

strong enough but we will try it.ò In company with Station-Sergeant Green and other 

officers he rushed round the back of the station and succeeded in clearing them off 

that part of the premises. A considerable quantity of wood and lighted paper was 

thrown through the window into the charge room, and it was then that Inspector 

Pawley decided to charge. 
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It was not till the station was in danger of falling absolutely into the hands of the 

rioters that Inspector Pawley ordered a baton charge. About eight or nine police took 

part in the charge, and practically every one was injured. The others were left to guard 

the windows and door. Sergeant Green was in plain clothes and wearing a soft tweed 

cap. Only four police officers succeeded in reaching the gate, all the others having 

been too badly injured to persist in the charge. The Inspector received a blow to the 

head and did not see anything of Station-Sergeant Green after that.  

If anyone was hit by the police, it was whilst they were police premises; truncheons 

were used pretty freely, and the soldiers fought with all kinds of weapons. Seeing that 

the police were overpowered the inspector ordered his men back to the police station. 

Pawley gave in evidence that he last saw Green, ñJust before I was struck. After that I 

lost sight of him.  There could have been about 200 in the garden at the time of the 

assault, though as the door was shut he could not say how many there were. A 

murderous attack 300 against 12; they had murder in their hearts.387 

At midnight as the police charged, Station Sergeant Green was standing on the right 

of PC Rose when a rush was made in which a soldier struck Sergeant Green across 

the forehead with a large piece of wood resembling a post. He fell to the ground. PC 

Rose was surrounded and had to fight his way back to the corner of the station. .  

For one hour they battled valiantly and in total darkness against their wild adversaries, 

every one of them being injured. The Inspector succeeded in getting into the cell 

passage, when he found one prisoner had been released, the cell door having been 

forced open. He unlocked the other cell and let out the other prisoner, who he 

believed, was taken way by Major Ross. Shortly afterwards the soldiers all cleared 

away, and Pawley learned for the first time that Sergeant Green had been knocked 

down and carried across to the house opposite, where witness saw him lying 

unconscious in the front hall. Dr Thornely, who arrived at the house where Sergeant 

Green was lying, said his injuries were severe, and witness advised his removal to the 

infirmary, where he died. 

The post mortem examination showed that there was a severe contusion over the right 

eye and minor injuries. Deceased had been struck more than once, there being 

evidence of one severe blow. There was extensive haemorrhage of the skull and a 

fracture of the skull, which was the cause of death.  Some heavy blunt instrument 

must have been used with considerable force. 

Not one constable escaped without injury of some kind, but, despite their injuries, the 

police fought stubbornly until their opponents gained their object ï the release of the 

prisoners ï and retired.   

The more seriously injured were Inspector Pawley and PC Weeding.  Both were 

violently struck on the head, and the police inspectorôs wound was so severe that 
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stitches had to be inserted.  He appeared the next day with his head enveloped in 

bandages.   

PC Weeding had to be taken home immediately because of his delirious condition, 

which for a time was critical.  Subsequently he regained consciousness and is now 

improving. Sergeant Durham is also suffering from a severe blow on the head, and 

has not been able to resume duty.  

Members of the Bench desired to take the opportunity of placing on record their sense 

of the gallant behaviour of the men of the Epsom Station of the Metropolitan Police 

under the command of Inspector Pawley during the recent attack on the Police 

Station, and to say how deeply they regretted the loss sustained by the force and his 

family through the death of Station Sergeant Green. They also wished to express their 

sympathy with other members of the force who unfortunately were injured in the 

execution of their duty.  

Epsom Urban Council at their meeting on Tuesday endorsed the magisterial tribute to 

the gallant conduct of the police, and passed a resolution of appreciation and praise, 

copies of which have been forwarded to Inspector Pawley and the Commissioner of 

Police. 

A Gold watch: A ceremony was held at Epsom Court House to make presentations to 

the police officers who had taken part in the defence of the police station.  Lord 

Rosebery made the 24 presentations. Some of the officers were in mufti having retired 

from the force since the riot. Lord Rosebery gave each a gold watch or gold chain 

with medallions inscribed, ñAs a token of public appreciation of the gallant fight by 

the Epsom Police 17th. June 1919.ò  Inspector Pawley was presented with a clock and 

his son Harry Pawley with a silver cigarette case given by Sir Roland Blade MP for 

the help he gave that night.  A cheque for £310 was also given for Mrs Green who 

was unable to attend because she was in hospital.388 The men were also to receive 

bravery awards 

1919 22 July: Guildford Assizes: The Trial before Mr. Justice Darling at Guildford on 

Tuesday and Wednesday to hear the charges: 

Manslaughter of Station Sergeant Green  

Further charged with riotous assembling with others to disturb the peace  

Doing damage to property 

 
388 http://www.epsommethodistchurch.org.uk/about-us/church-history/130-the-epsom-riots-1919-and-

emc.html 
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Canadian soldiers Connors, McAllan, MacMaster, Masse, Wilkie, Yerex and Todd 

stood trial for the manslaughter of Metropolitan Police Sergeant Thomas Green at 

Epsom during the June riot.389 Two found guilty of riot and the others discharged. 

 

Mr Justice Darling: ñYou formed part of a huge and dangerous mob of hundreds of 

soldiers assaulting a small body of men, at the first only 12 and never even at the last 

more than 24, and you assailed a small body of men like that with such violence, 

some more than others, and actually killed one policeman, who was merely doing his 

duty as a servant of the State.  

The sentence of the court is that you be imprisoned for 12 calendar months ï however 

they were released before Christmas and sent home. 

The man whose conduct and bravery I should specially commend is Inspector Pawley. 

He was placed in a position of great difficulty, with very little assistance and an army 

of enemies.ò 

 
389 ñWe are not manslaughtersò Martin Knight Tonto Books 2010 
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One of the accused in 1929 went to the police in Canada and admitted killing 

Sergeant Green but the UK prosecution authorities decided to take no action. 

 
Reigate Borough Police 1919 outside the municipal buildings390 

 

 

1920 outside Reigate HQ 

391 

Body of a Canadian soldier 

1919 26 June Thursday: The body of a Canadian soldier was found in a chalk pit on 

Headley Road, Epsom (in the Surrey force area) close to Woodcote Camp. Cause of 

 
390 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm picture Alan Moore 
391 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
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death was a fractured skull. Saturday 28th the inquest was held in Leatherhead and an 

open verdict was returned. The death of Private Frederick Bruns aged about 25 was 

found at the bottom of the 60-70 foot chalk pit. The doctors differed about the wound 

found on the deceasedôs nose. Superintendent Coleman, Surrey County Constabulary 

gave neither evidence there were no instruments found nor any blood at the top of the 

pit. It was heard from a Canadian soldier that he heard shouts whilst on guard and 

soon after a soldier from the camp (a hospital) said, ñMy friend has jumped the fence 

and I think he has fallen into the quarry. I think he may have been killed.ò The guard 

was called out and the body found.392 (There are authors who try to make the link 

between the death of this soldier and Sergeant Green ï some form of revenge attack 

that the authorities covered up as they did not want to cause problems with Canada, 

the soldiers and local people. It is not easy to believe this was the case.) 

1919 Learning points of the war from Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 

1919 undated but just after the end of the war a report from Captain Sant on learning 

points from policing the First World War: The major points are:  Surrey was an 

unrestricted area and being close to the Metropolis received an influx of refugees at 

times of anticipated air raids. These refugees were for the most part from the east of 

London and mainly consisted of aliens many of whom were undesirable characters. 

They arrived in trainloads and got off where they liked causing considerable 

difficulties and annoyance in the districts where ñthey dumped themselvesò. Housing 

had to be found for them without warning ñbut the feeding capacities in view of 

rationing and the scarcity of food were much taxed and special arrangements had to 

be made with the rationing authorities.ò Occasionally all the schools and like 

buildings had to be used to house undesirable refugees an in any future war 

preparations should be made beforehand to deal with it. One suggestion was that 

railway companies should be prohibited from bringing refugees down without 

consultation with authorities of the districts to which they bring them. Locations 

outside London suitable for receiving refugees should be agreed beforehand and they 

should not be taken to any other place. It was accepted that this would not deal with 

those that arrived by motorcar of which there were many. 

Surrey was in the danger zone and on any invasion route and arrangements had to be 

made to deal with the receipt and passing on of inhabitants, cattle, implements etc. 

from Sussex but also to arrange for the evacuation of the county itself. In order to 

carry out these duties a force of four thousand Special Constables was raised in 

addition to those on ordinary duty. These Special Constables were earmarked for 

defence of the realm duties only and did no other work of a police nature. ------- The 

main requisite was to collect all persons, cattle, material etc., and move them by 

routes other than the main roads so as to leave the latter free for military use. --------- 

In villages Special Constables were detailed for the various duties, some in 

 
392 Epsom Advertiser 4 July 1919 
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connection with the removal of inhabitants, others for cattle, etc., everything required 

to be moved being dealt with by the requisite numbers of Special Constables. Others 

were detailed to keep order along the various routes selected and some were in place 

at every junction of the main roads to hold up refugees if necessary to keep the roads 

clear for the military. The rendezvous for all cattle, etc., was Richmond Park. 

There was much guarding of key and vulnerable points, which seem to have not been 

considered by the authorities in the move to war. Much of this was done by the 

Special Constabulary or unarmed policemen 

The providing of billets for military authorities was another great tax upon the police, 

fifteen thousand found in the first winter of the war. The troops arrived ignorant of 

everything and had to be ñspoon fedò. The spy and signalling mania with which the 

public became infected proved a source of continual trouble and the public was a 

perfect nuisance. Every Defence of the Realm Regulation added to already onerous 

duties of the police and the influx of aliens from restricted areas and their supervision 

also caused a great deal of work. The correspondence became colossal. 

I was very hard pressed all over the county to allow notice to be given of air raids. 

This I refused to do with the result that instead of sitting up all night in fear the 

inhabitants slept comfortably in their beds and only learnt of the raids by reading the 

papers next morning. The police and special constables were given full instructions as 

to their duties should bombs be dropped in their vicinity and that I held was sufficient.  

Being an unrestricted area Surrey experienced an influx of Belgian refugees who 

came in large numbers without warning and were distributed across the county. The 

time of the police was much occupied in finding and registering them. 

At the busiest time in the War a census of all agricultural implements was urgently 

called for. It can be imagined what the distribution and collection of two thousand two 

hundred and fifty forms meant in the way of work for the police. Then there was the 

requisitioning of horses of which many thousands were obtained in this county. 

Countless returns were called for from time to time and when considering the 

preparations to be made in the event of another war as many of these matters as 

possible should be foreseen and dealt with beforehand.393 

 

 
393 SCC Archives CC98/72 undated 
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Helmet plate PC267 Anderson a veteran rear right in the photo below394 

 

1919 men returned from the war serving in Woking. Note wound bars and 

overseas chevrons 

PCs Tickner, Brand, Andrews rear right, Robert Lucas front left, Wellington, 

Cooke and Meyne ï one name missing.  

 
394 From Tony Collman December 2014 
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Written on reverse of the photograph ñ1919 under Superintendent Marksò 

Collar Numbers can be seen of PCs 58, 181,253, 267 Anderson, 153,74, 180, 261 

Overseas service chevrons were introduced in early 1918 and were small and inverted and worn on the right cuff. 

King's Regulations "no longer fit for military service"; blue stripe indicates one yearôs 

overseas service. This was worn on the right lower sleeve. The wound stripe was 

worn on the left lower sleeve 

 

Sidney Lewis joined up in Kingston aged just 12 

Joined the army at 12 and later joined Surrey Constabulary  

Among those who went to war was Private Sidney Lewis, now known to have been 

the youngest soldier to fight in the war. A cutting from the Daily Mirror in September 

1916 recalled how Lewis joined the East Surreys at Kingston in August 1915 aged 

just 12 and fought at the Somme for six weeks. 

He was awarded the Victoria medal and the British war medal for his efforts. It is said 

his unusually lofty stature was enough to sway the recruitment officers. He went on to 

join the Surrey Constabulary and later ran a pub in Kent. 
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Placed at police headquarters Mount Browne The Surrey Constabulary War memorial to those 

killed during the First World War. See below for Guildford Borough Police. 
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From Christian Duckett, Ceremonial Association of Surrey Police, who in 2018 

are correcting a failure of many generations by adding the men of the Guildford 

Borough Police to the Surrey Constabulary war memorial. No men from the 

Reigate Borough Police were lost though a number served. 
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Reigate Borough Police  memorial erected October 2019 after details of the 

service and death of PC became known through research by Robert Bartlett 
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Peacetime soldiering was still bring policing problems 

1919 PC Arthur George Gunner awarded Kingôs Police Medal for Gallantry when in 

the darkness on the bank of the River Wey at Godalming tackled and arrested a 

drunken soldier who immediately before had threatened to shoot a military policeman 

and who was believed to be armed with a revolver. In 1971 at a Reunion at 

Camberley PC Gunner was guest of honour when aged 85 

1919 31 December: Reigate Borough Police Annual Report to the Watch 

Committee 

At the end of 1919 over a year from the end of the war James Metcalfe submitted his 

Annual Report to the Watch Committee, Reigate Borough Police, which included a 

section on the activities of the Fire Brigade. 395 Establishment 40 actual strength 35 

The War is over but not its consequences 

The horrific war ended and men who were fit enough drifted back to their police 

forces to pick up the pieces of their interrupted lives. Many police officers across the 

country lost their lives, many were awarded high gallantry medals and great many 

were physically and no doubt mentally injured taking a great time to recover, if they 

did. 

But one thing being a police officer shows about life is it goes on regardless of 

personal tragedy. The sun comes up and another day starts bringing with it more trials 

and tribulations for police officers and those they serve.   

The police forces were never the same with strikes and much ill feeling leading to the 

establishment of the Police Federation, which for generations spoke well for their 

members and avoided the repeat of the 1919 industrial action. However, the Victorian 

methods of policing continued. Little changed until the late 1960s. 

To end on a lighter note probably an apocryphal story. 

A former police constable returns to the Surrey Constabulary and reports at HQ in 

Woodbridge Road, Guildford and is marched in to meet with the Chief Constable 

Captain Sant. The constable addressed the Chief Constable as Mr to be told he should 

call him Captain, which he preferred. The constable responded, by all means and you 

can call me colonel! Some men had significant military careers as they were to do in 

the next war belying the media image of the ñwooden topò Bobby, to be run rings 

around by anyone with half a brain. 

It is hoped this work can be seen as a mark of respect for those that went before in the 

blue serge. 
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PC 131 Muggeridge Surrey Constabulary1922  

 

Reigate Borough Police returned from the war taken in 1922 
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PC 98 Harold Edwin Brand Military Medal  
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Surrey Constabulary police officers at Woodbridge Road Guilford HQ with 

Captain Sant post war; note medals 
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Unknown Reigate Borough Police officers about 1919 

 

 

Police Sergeant Oliver O'Shea 1936, Guildford Borough Police who served 

during the First World War  
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Appendix F 

Surrey Constabulary officers served in First World War 

To discover which police officers from Surrey served in the First World War archived 

registers listing all recruits to the Surrey Constabulary, Guildford Borough Police and 

Reigate Borough Police were consulted at the Surrey History Centre, Woking with the 

help of archivist Robert Simonson. The level of information available in the registers, 

particularly for the Surrey Constabulary was disappointing. Comments such as re-

joining the army as a reservist or mostly at the end of the war, re-joined after serving 

for the period of the war, are common. There is little detail even when an officer is 

killed such as Smithers, ñReported killed in the warò is the only entry. References to 

bravery awards were not found in the police registers. The Surrey Constabulary 

appointments or Defaulterôs Book ends with Archibald Hainsworth in 1915 starting 

again with appointments in 1919. It is possible that is the stark reality of wartime 

recruitment, losing young and not so youngish men not to be replaced by regular 

officers.  

This paucity of information is disappointing though more detail has been found from 

other sources for some of the men.  

The Strength of the Surrey Constabulary up to and including the First World 

War 396 

 1889 1 

April  

1910 

1 

May 

1911 7 

March  

1911 

16 

May 

1912

1 Oct 

1914 

13 

May 

1914 

22 

Sept 

1915 9 

March  

191

5 19 

May 

CC 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Supt  5 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 

Inspector  8 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 

Sergeant 20 31 31 31 31 31 31 31 31 

Constable 149 251 248 247 303 283 291 296 289 

Total 183 303 300 299 355 335 343 348 341 

          

 1915 

Sept 

1915 

30 

Nov 

1916 

7 

1916 

6 

1917 

22 

May 

1917 

18 

1919 

20 

May 

1919 

16 

Sept 
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March  May Sept 

CC 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  

Superinte

ndent  

8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8  

Inspector. 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12  

Sergeant 31 31 31 31 31 31 31 31  

Constable 234 233 229 225 206 205 252 306  

Total 286 285 281 299 258 257 304 358  

 

On the 22 September 1914 Sant reported to his Standing Joint Committee that: 

ñTwenty-one members of the Surrey Constabulary who were Reservists were upon 

mobilisation recalled to the Colours. I am filling their places as recruits offer 

themselves. I also invited pensioners whose age does not preclude them from again 

serving to return to duty. In eight cases there was a ready response.ò 397 The Chief 

Constable was to report on the 12 December that of the eight volunteers only six 

joined, as two were no longer up to the work. The six were no longer in receipt of 

their police pensions and received constableôs pay. They are Constables Richardson, 

Phillips, Holdforth, Kirk, Robinson and Hole.398 

On the same day Sant reported: ñI have enrolled Special Constables to assist the 

regular body should an emergency arise calling for outside assistance. For the whole 

county (excluding the boroughs) there are 2,000 volunteers. Each parish has its own 

Section or Sections a leader being in charge of a section. Each has been issued with an 

armlet or badge of office and a baton. Each Special Constable is given a book of 

instruction  -- the enrolment of the Special Constable gives a sense of security to the 

inhabitants of the county.ò 399 

A typical newspaper report shows interest in the role of the police and their joining 

the armed forces.  Dorking Constables enlist: PCs WJ Hall, William Frampton and A. 

Weller have this week joined the Colours. Out of the Dorking Division of the Surrey 

Constabulary eight constables are serving their King and country. Four were on the 

reserve when war broke out.400 

The Chief Constable published a list on September 15 1915 of those who had been 

recalled as Reservists and those who had volunteered or been conscripted. He was 

 
397 SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee   
398 SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee   
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under pressure to send more men but he told the Standing Joint Committee that he 

was already short of men and that 38 of his Force had joined the Military Police. 

There were no less than 20 of the latter stationed at Witley Camp (to the south of 

Godalming) who had full powers to act in the camp. More pressure followed which 

again were reported to the Standing Joint Committee. The Secretary of State considers 

that every constable who wishes to enlist should be allowed to do so if possible. The 

Chief Constable emphasised that there is a point beyond which the police forces 

cannot be depleted without detriment to the national interests.401 

March 1916: The Chief Constable reported to the Standing Joint Committee: ñI called 

my Superintendents together and carefully considered the whole subject with them for 

the purpose of deciding whether any more constables could be spared to join the 

army. I found in the case of three divisions the point of depletion was already passed 

and they were in the aggregate nine men below it. In three divisions the 

Superintendents said it would be possible to spare eleven of their youngest men. 

Having redistributed the remaining nine the divisions were all at a point below which 

any depletion would be prejudiced to the national interests.ò402 

The Chief Constable reported to Standing Joint Committee on 5 December 1916 that 

there had been comments in parts of the county about police not being called up but 

thought the criticisms were no doubt in ignorance as to the nature and importance of 

the duties of the police in connection with the war. The number of officers is at a 

minimum as at the beginning of the war he had allowed about 70 men to go. The 

agitations are extremely unpleasant for the men who feel very much the criticisms 

passed upon them. The Chief Constable continued ñ With regard to the suggestion 

that police work could be carried out efficiently by special constables I can only say 

that the unanimous opinion of my Superintendents is to the contrary.ò 

In 1917 on the 16 March Sant to Standing Joint Committee: The Chief Constable 

reports that he had been ñasked by the Provost Marshal in France to obtain 200 men 

from the provincial police forces to complete a force of mounted police and asking 

how many men I could spare.ò The HMIC commented that the question whether men 

could be spared was for Sant to decide. Subsequently as two men returned to the 

police from the army Sant was able to release two men in their stead but they were not 

accepted, ñpresumably because they did not have the necessary qualifications.ò403 

1917 31 March Chief Constable to Standing Joint Committee: A letter had been 

received from the Home Office informing that provision had been made by the Army 

Council for serving soldiers to be returned to the police. These were men with 

medical categories B11, B11, C11, C111 and were not needed for the Army. The 

letter said that the Secretary of State ñrelies on you to release a man in exchange 

wherever possible.ò Sant commented that ñprevious to the receipt of this letter, two 
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men had come back to me from the army and needless to state I had at once released 

two other fit men for army service.ò404 

On April 20 1917: Chief Constable Sant went to the Home Office where he met Sir L. 

Dunning an official, to discuss manpower.  Sant wrote to the Standing Joint 

Committee: ñI learnt that the number of men already serving was in excess of the 

average of all other counties.ò On May 8th HQ received a letter from the Home Office 

that the War Cabinet had come to the decision that a further supply of men are to be 

found for the army from those engaged in essential organisations including the police. 

Surrey were to provide an additional 18 men. Sant reported that he had selected 18 of 

the youngest but he did not want them to be classed as conscripts but able to chose as 

far as possible the units to which they wished to be posted. ñThese men will be a great 

loss to the force, as single men are the ñmobile force.ò They can be sent anywhere for 

duty at a momentôs notice.ò405 

One newspaper reported ñFifteen men of the Surrey Constabulary have been released for military 

service in the Royal Garrison Artillery in June 1917: 

Training as Signallers in Dunfermline PCs Gates, Rose, Haseman, Knight, Newble, Rapley, 

Horne and North 

 

Following are at Winchester training to be driver and gunner: Brant, Cox, Collins, Critchard, 

Fortman, Thatcher and Parrott.ò 

What is a mystery is the men who served were seen as members of the Surrey 

Constabulary although they were now in the Army or Navy but when killed or 

wounded there is no reference to them in the minute book although there is great 

detail of the life of the Surrey Constabulary during the war.  

ñConstables who have joined the army, whether as reservists or as volunteers or 

under the Military Service Acts, cease to be members of the police service, and on re-

joining the police force should be formally re-attested and should be allowed to 

reckon their military service for the purposes of police pension, promotion and 

advances in the scale of payò406 

Of Surrey Constabulary officers, 72 were serving in the armed forces on 6 April 1917.  

Durant wrote in his 1951 history of the Surrey Constabulary that sixteen men were 

wounded, three of who were permanently incapacitated and fifteen killed. To this has 

to be added borough men. 

On 11 November 1918, the final armistice was signed and the guns were at last 

silenced. Eighteen Surrey police officers including two from Guildford Borough and 

to be added as found during this recent research PC Robert Lawrence, Reigate 

Borough Police who died in a military hospital in 1919. These men paid for peace 

with their lives. A large number of men were called to the colours from the Force four 

 
404  SAC CC98/1/4-5 Chief Constable reports to Standing Joint Committee  
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receiving high awards for bravery, Walter Tuppen, a Distinguished Conduct Medal 

second only to a Victoria Cross, and Thomas Runnegar and Henry Brand Military 

Medals.  

Below is based on the one list in the two record books covering the First World War, 

presented to the police authority then known as the Standing Joint Committee, by the 

chief constable of the Surrey Constabulary. Additionally the strangely name 

Defaulterôs Book has been consulted but there was a shortage of military related 

information. Several names have been crossed out and they relate to some of those 

killed. What is a mystery is the men who served were seen as members of the Surrey 

Constabulary although they were now in the Army or Navy but when killed or 

wounded there is no reference to them in the minute book although there is great 

detail of the life of the Surrey Constabulary during the war. 407 
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List of Surrey Constabulary officers who served the military in the 

First World War  

Some names in the record were crossed out in pencil ï they are marked @ below 

Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

PC181 

 

  Woking 1919 

Photo of First 

World War 

veterans 

Alday George 

Alfred PC39 age 

22 in August 1914 

joined 17 August 

1914 

13 Coldstream Guards 25 May 1915-

February 2 1918 

re-joined after 

being invalided 

from the army 

(wounded) 

January 31 1918 

Resigned 

voluntarily 16 

December 1922 

Seen also as 

Abday 

Anderson John 

Charles PC 267 

age 23 in October 

1912 joined 9 

January 1913  

Army 

 

Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 12 

February  1919 

Sometimes 

Andrews in 1919 

Woking photo 

but 267 issued to 

Anderson 

 

Has a wound 

stripe 

Avenell @ 

William 

sometimes 

Avenall 

Age 24 in May 

1911 PC 55 

1st Battalion, The 

Queenôs (Royal West 

Surrey) Regt Died of 

Wounds on the Western 

Front aged 29 

4 Aug 1914 died 

3 January 1916 

Posted missing in 

police records 

then died of 

wounds 3 Jan 

1916 aged 29 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

Avery Amos 

Archie PC number 

not listed age 23 in 

October 1913 

joined 8 June 1914  

Military Police 22 May 1915 re-

joined 19 August 

1919 

Died 19 April 

1965 

Benstead Douglas 

PC252 age 22 in 

March 1918 born 

18 March 1896 

joined 9 February 

1919 

RAF 

 

Photo 1954 

This is the second 

entry Surrey 

Constabulary 

Register behind 

Archibold Frank 

Hainsworth in 

1919 after 

Hornblower 12 

April 1915  

Eventually 

appointed 

Superintendent 

and in 1941 

seconded to the 

Canadian 

Military HQ in 

Surrey as a 

liaison officer 

Best Percy  @  

PC Best was the 

groom to 

Superintendent 

West at Oxted. 

Posted to 

Tongham. Married 

about 1914 

2nd Manchester 

Regiment 

Reservist 

 

4 August 1914

 

Shot penetrated 

back near spine 

affected ribs and 

one lung. In 

Netley Hospital 

four months. Did 

not return to the 

police 

Died Sept 1951 

Bishop Francis 

Alfred PC57 age 

22 in June 1912 

joined 1 

November 1912 

Army 27 April 1918 

joined the army 

re-joined 2 

February 1919 

Hogs Back 

Died 25 

September 1957 

Bord George 

Edwin PC139 23 

in August 1906 

Army 27 April 1918 

Police record 22 

April re joined 

Feb 16 1919 

Headquarters 

Guildford 

Brand Harold 

Edwin PC 98 

Military Medal  

Royal Horse Artillery 

army reservist  

4 Aug 1914 

Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

No record of MM 

in police register- 

medal shown on 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

Joined 1 

September 1909 

age 25 in July 

1909 

 

 

February 9 1919 left of group 

Brant Edward 

Charles PC253 

age 21 in 

November 1915 

joined 5 April 

1915  

Winchester training to 

be driver and gunner 

June 1917

 

Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 23 

February 1919  

Died 1 November 

1964 

Brattle @ Ernest 

aged 28 PC 221 24 

October 1911 

Pre police service in 

Buffs for 7 years 

Private in East Kent 

Regiment, ñThe Buffsò. 

4 Aug 1914 ï No 

date in records 

joined for the 

period of the war 

and killed whilst 

in the army  

Died of wounds 

31 Oct 1914 He 

is buried 

Boulogne Eastern 

cemetery dying at 

the age of 28 

Bridger Wilfred 

Ewart PC266 age 

23 in January 

1914 joined 16 

November 1914  

Military Foot Police 

P1881 Lance Corp 

 

5 July 1915 - 24 

March 1919 

 

Surrey 

Constabulary say 

re-joined 26 May 

1919 

Group photo Sept 

1915 Egypt 

First served 

abroad Egypt 

(shown on Medal 

card as Africa) 24 

December1914 

 

Died 23 

December 1956 

Budd Arthur PC55 

PC299 age 22 in 

Military Foot Police 10 June 1915 re-

joined 18 August 

First served 

abroad in France 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

July 1914 joined 4 

August 1914  

 

P1563 Lance Corp 

 

1919 22 September 

1915 

 

Died 11 July 

1972 

 

Bullen @ Henry 

Edward Thomas 

PC257 28 in 

October 1912 

joined 11 

November 1912 

1st Battalion Grenadier 

Guards 1905-1912

 

Recalled 4 Aug 

1914 Reservist  

Dorking Division 

Effingham when 

re-called. Single 

but sue to be 

married. 

Killed in Action 

26 October 1914 

Police record just 

says ñDEADò 

buried in 

Zantvoorde 

British cemetery 

Burtenshaw 

Charles John PC 

169 later PC301 

age 26 in 

December 1912  

Joined police from 1st 

Battalion Scots Guards 

Reservist 

4 Aug 1914 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

January 1919 

POW 

Butterfield John 

Robert PC116 age 

24 November 

1911 joined 11 

March 1912 

Army Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

December 1916 

after serving in 

the army 

Died 27 April 

1938 in service 

following an 

operation for a 

gastric ulcer 

Cannon PC  Military Police Corps 

Lance Corporal 

  

Chandler George 

Willi am PC 255 

21 in Feb 1913 

joined 13 October 

1913 

Military Police 

Lance Corporal 

19 June 1915 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 8 

September 1919 

 

Childs Charles 

Henry PC269 26 

2nd Battalion Royal 4 Aug 1914 

police record 

Sick re-joined. 

Died aged 29, 2 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

in October 1912 

joined 1 April 

1913 from Royal 

Berkshire 

Berkshire Regiment  

Reservist 

Army reservist 

killed whilst in 

the army 

December 1917 

Western Front 

Dorking and 

Leatherhead 

Advertiser 28 

November 1914 

Claxton Military Police 12 June 1915  

Claxton Percy C. 

Surrey 

Constabulary 

fourth son of 

Inspector Claxton 

of Braintree 

Norfolk Regiment  Hospital at El-

Arish having 

been in Egypt 26 

months 

Wounded 

November 6 1917 

Has two brothers 

and brother in 

law serving408 

Collins Thomas 

PC 214 PC19 age 

23 July 1914 

joined 7 

September 1914  

Winchester training to 

be driver and gunner 

June 1917 

Re-joined 20 

October 1919 

 

Cook RAMC Reservist 4 August 1914  

Cooke Walter 

Charles PC107 

later PC55 age 33 

in March 1913 

joined 11 June 

1913  

 

Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary Feb 

18 1919 

1919 Woking 

group photo 

Dorking and 

Leatherhead 

Advertiser 28 

November 1914 

 

Cox Stanley 

Digance PC 287 

age 21 in 

Military Police 7 June 1915 ï re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

Police Constable 

S Cox Guildford 

October 9 1916 

 
408 Chelmsford Chronicle 30 November 1917 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

November 1914 

joined 22 January 

1915  

 

May 12 1919 Daily Mirror 

from exhibition 

to the missing in 

Peronne 

 

Cox Surrey 

Constabulary  

Winchester training to 

be driver and gunner 

June 1917 

June 1917  

Cranford Percy 

Ernest PC67 age 

23 December 1913 

joined 10 

November 1913 

Military Police 11 June 1915 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

November 10 

1919 

 

Critchard Walter 

PC80 21 in 

September 1914 

joined 8 July 1914 

Mili tary Police 10 June 1915 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 8 

August 1919 

21 May 1920 

dismissed Surrey 

Constabulary by 

fraud tried to 

obtain a special 

duty allowance 

Critchard George 

PC257 age 22 in 

April 1914 joined 

17 August 1914 

Winchester training to 

be driver and gunner 

June 1917 

April 22 1918 ï 

entry in police 

register a mess 

and in parts 

unintelligible  

Dismissed 13 

December 1922 

for making a false 

statement 

Curry Elisha 

Alfred PC 295 

PC138 23 in 

February 1914 

joined 6 July 1914 

born Houghton 

Norfolk 24 

London Scottish 29 Jan 1915 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

October 1919 

Achieved rank 

Superintendent 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com  

 

 631 

Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

February 1891  

Day Albert PC280 

age 21 in May 

1914 joined 4 

February 1914 

Military Police 3 June 1915 re-

join Surrey 

Constabulary 25 

June (?) 1919 

 

Denyer Percy 

PC13 23 in July 

1912 Joined 1 Feb 

1912  

Military Police 7 June 1915 Re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

August 18 1919 

Died 28 February 

1955 

Dixon Thomas 

Hil ton PC268 age 

33 in August 1912 

joined 2 April 

1913 

Grenadier Guards 4 Aug 1914 Previous North 

Shields Borough 

Died 15 April 

1958 

Dobinson Charles 

John PC112 age 

22 November 

1912 joined 30 

December 1912 

ASC (Army Service 

Corps) 

5 May1915 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

August 5 1919 

Died 9 March 

1962 

Duke Wilfred 

PC286 age 25 in 

February 1914 

joined 1 May 1915 

Believed a Welsh 

regiment 

Army reservist 

4 August 1914 re-

joined SC 16 

February 1919 

Wounded  

Dismissed the 

force 11 

November 1919 

missing a 

conference point 

and telling a lie 

 

Ede Arthur PC 

269 age 21 in 

December 1914 

joined 12 October 

1914 

Military Police 3 June 1915 ïre-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 18 

August 1919 

 

Edgar Arthur 

PC291 PC19 age 

22 in February 

Army Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 11 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

1915 joined 12 

November 1914  

 

August 1919 

Edwards Walter 

PC 9 age 19 in 

November 1905 

Came to police from 

Army 

27 April 1918 

Police record 

May re-joined 16 

Feb 1919 

Virginia Water 

Ellis Alfred James 

PC210 22 in 

January 1907 

Army 27 April 1918 

Police say 22 

April 1918 re-join 

Surrey 

Constabulary 

19April 1919 

Headquarters 

Guildford 

Ellis Alan PC238 

22 in April 1912 

joined 12 August 

1912  

Army

 

27 April 1918 ï 

re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 22 

June 1919 

Charlewood 

Ellis Cyrus PC209 

20 in April 1912 

joined police 23 

may 1912  

Army 27 April 1918 

joined the army 

re-joining Surrey 

Constabulary 9 

Feb 1919 

Tatsfield 

Died 21 March 

1961 

Evans George 

Henry PC Surrey 

Constabulary  

Military Mounted 

Police Lance Corporal 

31 June 1915 

aged 50 years to 

18 March 1918 

age 53 and 3 

months 

Served at home 

Married Edith 

Lillian Watts 

May 1915 at 

Godstone Parish 

Church 

 

Everington 

George 

Royal Engineers 23 August 1915 

re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 26 

 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com  

 

 633 

Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

PC42 21 in March 

1911 Joined 2 

October 1911  

January 1919 

Farrow Charles 

Frederick PC278 

age 20 in July 

1914 joined 12 

January 1914 

13 Coldstream Guards 25 May 1915 Police note; 

Struck off 

strength of the 

force owing to 

wounds received 

in the war ï foot 

amputated 

 

Field Charles John 

PC288 age 24 in 

May 1912 joined 

18 May 1914  

Army Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 2 

September 1919 

Died 25 August 

1972 

Fielding Francis 

John PC274 age 

20 in January 

1913 joined 27 

October 1913 

Army 27 April 1918  

Police record 22 

April 2018 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 12 

July 1919 

Egham Hythe 

Died 1 Feb 1971 

Fisher Herbert 

PC289 age 27 in 

June 1914 joined 

26 October 1914  

Military Police 11 June 1915 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 19 

May 1919 

 

Ford Charles 

Henry PC 235 age 

26 in October 

1912 joined 16 

December 1912 

Royal Garrison 

Artillery  

4 August 1914 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

April 161919 

Sick- re-joined 

died 16 

November 1967 

Fortman William 

Harry George age 

22 April 1911 PC 

205 Joined 9 

March 1912  

1st Mountain Battery, 

Royal Garrison 

Artillery  

Winchester training to 

be driver and gunner 

June 1917 called 

up  

PC 208 Died age 

28 18 October 

1918 

Rawalpindi 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

 June 1917 

 

Police record 

says died Simla 

28 October 1919 

Frampton William 

Francis 

PC285/PC14 age 

20 in September 

1913 joined 27 

April 1914 

Military Foot Police 

Lance Corporal 

Transferred to Royal 

Garrison Artillery No 

211682 

Dorking and 

Leatherhead 

Advertiser 5 June 1915 

enlist from Dorking 

 

7 June 1915 - 27 

September 1919 

re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary  

Died 21 

December 1970 

Freeland Henry 

PC137 26 in June 

1912 joined 16 

December 1912 

Army 27 April 1918 

Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

May 4 1919 

York Town 

Died 25 July 

1920 

Freemantle James 

@ PC66 No age 

initial posting 

Ripley Surrey 

Constabulary 

record joined 25 

March 1913 

Killed 1st Battalion Scots 

Guards Ypres Salient 

 

Brother of Thomas 

4 Aug 1918 

Police record 

shows Army 

reservist killed 

whist in the army 

Missing - killed 

11 Nov 1914 

 

Freemantle 

Thomas @ PC150 

age 26 in February 

1914 joined 8 

December 1913  

Killed 1st Battalion Scots 

Guards 

Ypres Salient 

 

Brother of James 

 

4 Aug 1914 Missing- killed 

11 Nov 1914 

Ypres 

Police note ï 

army reservist 

killed in war 

Garner H PC 

Surrey 

Constabulary  

Military Mounted 

Police Lance Corporal 

10 December 

1915 re-joined 

Surrey 

Constabulary 18 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

November 1919 

Garwood 

Frederick Arthur 

PC272 then PC 22 

age 26 in April 

1913 joined 21 

April 1913 from 

Bedfordshire 

Regiment  

Bedfordshire Regt? 

 

Reservist from Dorking 

Division  

4 August 1914 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 28 

October 1919 

Dorking and 

Leatherhead 

Advertiser 28 

November 1914 

 

Gater Watford 

Estough PC 231 

22 in September 

1912 joined 1 

August 1912 a 

farm labourer 

 

Served Queen's Royal 

West Surrey Regt 

1908-1912. Military 

Foot Police P1552 

Lance Corp 

 

 

7 June 1915 to 1 

August 1920 

resigned from 

Surrey 

Constabulary 20 

December 1919 

Served in West 

Surrey Regt (No 

6105380) 1 

December 1941 

Group photo Sept 

1915 From 

Dorking. 

Awarded French 

Medaille 

d'Honneur with 

bronze swords.  

Gates William 

Frank PC198 age 

20 in June 1912 

joined 10 February 

1912  

Royal Garrison Artillery 

Training as Signaller in 

Dunfermline June 1917 

 

Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

August 8 1919 

 

Gaymer William 

PC116 PC208 20 

in February 1913 

joined 24 August 

1914 

Military Police 28 May 1915 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 19 

May 1919 

Died 11 March 

1971 

Gibson Reginald 

Hollis 1501 

Sergeant Major 

Military Police 

 Photo 

He may not have 

been Surrey 

Constabulary 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

 

though appears in 

a photo of Surrey 

Constabulary 

officers 

Gilbert (Gilber?) 

William James 

PC275 age 21 in 

April 1915 joined 

8 February 1915 

RNAS 25 May 1915 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 5 

March 1919 

 

Girton @ Edward 

20 in July 1911 

Joined police11 

March 1912 PC90/ 

PC100 

Royal Garrison 

Artillery before the 

police 

4 Aug 1914 Sick ï re-joined 

(no further detail) 

Hainsworth 

Archibald Frank 

PC 229 age 24 in 

August 1914 

joined 12 April 

1915  

Army 27 April 1918 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 26 

January 1919  

Haslemere 

Hall William 

James PC286 age 

21 in March 1914 

joined 16 

November 1914 

from Berkshire  

Stationed 

Camberley 

Queens ï lost a foot 

Suvla a Bay Landing 

2/4th Queenôs to 

Gallipoli. 

29 May 1915 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

October 1 1916  

Later sergeant 

retired November 

1940 with 28 

years service 

when divisional 

clerk at Oxted. 

Died 19 

November 1916 

Hancock Jack 

Arthur PC 177 

PC285 age 20 

February 1913 

joined 17 

November 1913 

12 Royal Fusiliers 25 June 1915 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 11 

May 1919 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

Hardy RAMC 4 Aug 1914 Sick ï re-joined 

Surrey 

Constabulary  (no 

further detail) 

Haseman 

Frederick PC 98 

PC140 age 23 in 

Nov 1913 joined 

30 September 

1914  

Royal Garrison Artillery 

Training as Signaller in 

Dunfermline June 1917 

 

Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 9 

February 1919 

 

Head Walter 

Harry PC 47 21 in 

November 1909 

joined 11 May 

1910 

Military Mounted 

Police Acting Sergeant 

17 June 1915 to 

25 May 1919 

Surrey 

Constabulary say 

2 June 

A shrapnel 

wound developed 

into septic 

poisoning 

Herrett PC 248 

William Thomas  

 

Served First World War 

and was gassed. 

From press 

cuttings KPM 

Aged 33 awarded 

Kingôs Police 

Medal 

22.10.1928 

posthumously 

Herrington 

Charles George 

PC 148 22 in 

December 1912 

joined 1 January 

1913 

Army 30 April 1918 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary   9 

February 1919 

Died 19 

December 1981 

Hooker James PC 

51 and 124 on re-

joining 22 in 

August 1911 

joined 19 Nov 

1911 

 

Military Police 31 May 1915 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

February 4 1920 

Post war 

Englefield Green 

until 21 

December 1923 

struck off due to 

ill health 

Hooper William 

James PC265 age 

21 in March 1913 

Military Police 17 June 1915 ï 

re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 9 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

joined 17 February 

1913 

 

February 1919 

Hornblower 

Albert George 

PC247 born 17 

April 1973 joined 

22 February 1915 

Army Joined army April 

1918 Re-joined 

Surrey 

Constabulary 26 

January 1919 

 

Horne William 

Edwin PC295 age 

21 in September 

1914 joined 1 

February  

Royal Garrison Artillery 

Training as Signaller in 

Dunfermline June 1917 

 

Re-join Surrey 

Constabulary 26 

January 1919 

Died 31 

December 1955 

Jeffery Frederick 

George PC99 age 

25 in October 

1913 joined 4 

November 1913 

Military Police 12 June 1915 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 25 

August 1919 

Died 26 May 

1952 

Joyce Frank @ 

PC79 born Dublin 

age 30 in July 

1913 joined 1913 

from 1st Bat. 

Grenadier Guards 

(1902-1913) 

where he was 

camp postman. 

Posted Addlestone 

3rd (Reserve) Battalion, 

Irish Guards a 

Drummer 

Died aged 34 

Grangegorman Military 

Cemetery, County 

Dublin, Ireland, which 

may indicate that he 

was wounded and sent 

home or killed whilst 

serving in Ireland 

15 Jan 1915 

police show 19 

January joined 

army  

PC79 Died in 

Dublin aged 34 3 

March 1917.  

Surrey 

Constabulary 

record ñDead 

armyò 

King Alexander 

Frederick PC9 

PC256 age 20 in 

January 1914 

joined 1 March 

1914  

Military Police ï 

possibly Middlesex 

Regiment 

28 June 1915 ï 

23 February 1919 

 

Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 8 

Died 14 April 

1939 from 

peritonitis whilst 

serving 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

September 1919  

King Walter 

Croucher PC235 

PC69 age 20 in 

September 1914 

joined 17 August 

1914  

17 Middlesex 

Possibly Military Police 

26 May 1915  

Knight Gilbert 

John PC221 age 

23 in January 

1914 joined 23 

September 1914  

Royal Garrison Artillery 

Training as Signaller in 

Dunfermline June 1917 

 

14 May 1917 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 3 

February 1919  

Voluntarily 

resigned 1 March 

1930 

Lewis Fred PC271 

age 21 in June 

1914 joined 1 

September 1914 

born 30 June 1893  

Joined Army for the 

duration 

27 April 1918 ï 

re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 11 

February 1919 

Fetcham 

Died 6 June 1970 

Lidbetter William 

Alfred PC243 later 

PC270 23 in 

October 1911 

joined 29 

December 1912  

Military Police 8 June 1915 ï re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 28 

July 1919 

Died 21 

September 1967 

Loton D J PC 

Surrey 

Constabulary  

Military Foot Police 

Acting Sergeant 

  

Lucas Robert 

PC153 

 

Surrey 

Constabulary  

1919 Woking 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

 

Mahony James 

PC233 age 20 

September 1911 

joined 28 August 

1911 

 

RNAS 29 October 1915 

re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 24 

May 1919  

Died 19 March 

1972 

Marlow Walter 

John PC302 PC77 

age 21 March 

1914 joined 17 

August 1914  

Military Police 31 May 1915 re-

joined August 18 

1919 

14 September 

1929 ñStruck off 

on account of ill 

healthò Surrey 

Constabulary 15 

years service 

(military service 

counted towards 

pension) 

Marshall John 

Charles PC Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Foot Police 

Lance Corp P1870 

 

3 July 1915 age 

30 to 29 August 

1919  

Group photo Sept 

1915 Policeman 

from Rowledge, 

born 1885 Gassed 

April 1918 

Maskell Charles 

John PC119 age 

22 in April 1913 

joined 16 March 

1914 

Military Police 3 June 1915 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

March 31 1919 

 

Mayes Arthur PC 

297 born 21 

March 1894 joined 

8 July 1914 

East Surreys (TF) 

territorial  

Military Foot Police 

Lance Corporal 

4 Aug 1914 re-

joined May 27 

1919 ñserved for 

the period of the 

warò Police 

record 19 June 

22 years 3 

months when 

joined army 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

1919 

Mayne Sydney 

Thomas PC281 21 

in September 1913 

joined 16 February 

1914 

 

16 February 1919 

re-join Surrey 

Constabulary  

1919 Woking 

Minter Henry 

PC254 21 in June 

1912 joined 4 

November 1912 

from Chiltern 

Kent 

 27 April 1918 

 

Show 22 April 

joined army ï no 

re-join date 

Woking 

Superintendent 

March 1931 

Leatherhead 1933 

Acting Deputy 

Chief Constable  

Moore Royal Field Artillery 4 Aug 1914  

Morris Walter 

Henry 20 in 

January 1908 

PC94 Joined 11 

May 1908 

RM Artillery  12 August 1915 

Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 28 

March 1919 

 

Muggeridge 

William PC131 

Caterhan 1920-25 

wife died in 

childbirth he died 

1930. 25 in 

October 1910 

Joined 28 August 

1911 

Military Police

 

30 August 1915 

Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

March 23 1919 

Called on to 

resign 16 Nov 

1924 on licensed 

premises likely to 

bring discredit on 

the force 

Nash Frank PC52 

age 21 December 

1913 joined 12 

Army Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 12 

Died 24 January 

1930 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

January 1914  January 1920  

Newble (Noble?) 

William PC294 23 

in May 1914 

joined 22 June 

1914  

TA Royal West Kent 

Royal Garrison Artillery 

Training as Signaller in 

Dunfermline June 1917 

 

Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 10 

February 1919 

Died 5 June 1966 

Noakes Harry 

PC214 22 in June 

1912 joined 16 

September 1912 

Sergeant Hampshire 

Regiment 15th 

(Hampshire Yeomanry) 

Battalion killed in 

France aged 28 

1915  

Police record ï 

ñjoined the army- 

reported as deadò 

Died age 28 9 

Aug 1918  

Norgate Frank 

Maurice or Morris 

PC246 age 19 in 

September 1912 

joined 9 

September 1912 

Army 27 April 1918 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

February 1919 

Englefield Green 

North Charles 

James PC169 age 

23 may 1914 

joined 25 August 

1914  

Royal Garrison Artillery 

Training as Signaller in 

Dunfermline June 1917 

 

Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

February 1919 

(no full date in 

police record)  

 

Parrott Herbert 

PC197 born 18 

August 1891 

joined 23 February 

1914  

Winchester training to 

be driver and gunner 

June 1917 

Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

June 7 1919 

Died 16 March 

1961 

Payne William 

PC74 joined 6 

November 1914 

3rd Battalion Grenadier 

Guards 

Died of Wounds age 25 

in France  

31 March 1915 Died of Wounds 

age 25 in France 

6 October 1916 

Surrey 

Constabulary 

note in pencil 

script across the 

page in large 

writing ñKilled 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

Joined the Armyò 

Pease Albert 

William PC204 

age 24 in July 

1912 joined 19 

May 1913 

Military Police 31 July 1915 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

Sept 1 1919  

Died 29 January 

1976 

Peet George PC 

Surrey 

Constabulary 

joined 2 24 May 

1909 to 20 July 

1915 

Military Mounted 

Police Lance Corp 

 

3 July 1915 -12 

August 1919 

Served France 

Group photo Sept 

1915 Policeman 

from Guildford, 

born 1889. 

Served in Surrey  

 

Powell Military Police 31 May 1915  

Rapley 

Surrey 

Constabulary  

Royal Garrison Artillery 

Training as Signaller in 

Dunfermline June 1917 

  

Reid Michael 

PC276 PC194 age 

22 In December 

1913 joined 23 

March 1914  

Military Mounted 

Police 

28 Feb 1917 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

May 199 1920 

Died 12 

December 1963 

Rose Bertie 

PC284 age 23 in 

April 1914 joined 

20 April 1914  

East Surrey Regiment 

before police ï 

purchased discharge 

Royal Garrison Artillery 

Training as Signaller in 

Dunfermline June 1917 

23 February 1919 

re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary  

 

Rose Edward 

Ernest PC168 24 

in May 1909 

joined 1 

Army 27 April 1918 

Police 22 April 

1918 to re-joined 

Surrey 

Headquarters 

Guildford 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

September 1909  Constabulary July 

9 1919 

Runnegar Thomas 

James PC279 

Military Medal 

based at Caterham 

1915 27 in 

November 1912 

joined 17 

November 1913 

Military Mounted 

Police P1835 Lance 

Corporal 

 

28 June 1915 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 10 

June 1919 

1915 Group 

photo Sept 1915. 

First served 

abroad in France 

22.9.1915 

Died 1 April 

1938 

No mention in 

police records of 

gallantry award 

Russell Donald 

PC268 age 22 in 

September 1914 

joined 24 August 

1914 posted to 

Esher 

 

3rd Battalion Grenadier 

Guards 

 Killed in action age 24 

in France 

31 March 1915 PC268 Killed 

aged 24 14 

September 1916 

 

ñJoined the army- 

KILLED)  

Ryall Frederick 

Arthur PC 262 age 

24 in December 

1912 joined 1 

January 1913  

Military Foot Police 

P1833 Lance Corporal 

 

28 June 1915 ïre-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 18 

August 1919  

Group photo Sept 

1915 served 

France 

11.10.1915 died 

18 May 1968 

Saunders Reginald 

James PC66 age 

27 in November 

1914 joined 25 

November 1914  

Army Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

January 16 1919 

 

Sawyer John 

Thomas PC272 

age 25 in March 

RNAS 11 Nov 1915 re-

joined  Surrey 

Constabulary 

Dismissed 9 

March 1922 for 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

1914 joined 5 

October 1914  

February 9 1919 drinking on duty 

Seed John no 

collar number 

given age 26 in 

November 1909 

Joined 19 Aug 

1910 

ASC was in 

Northumberland 

Fusiliers before joining 

police 

22 May 1915 to 3 

November 1919 

when re-joined 

Surrey 

Constabulary  

 

Smeed Herbert 

George PC240 age 

25 in July 1912 

joined 15 July 

1912 

Army 27 April 1918 re-

joined February 9 

1919 

Killed on duty. 

Died as a result 

of injuries caused 

by being knocked 

down by a motor 

car whilst on duty 

18 March 1934 

when stationed at 

Puttenham age 47 

Smithers @ Noah  

Joined PC Surrey 

Constabulary 160 

July 1905 

Born 2 September 

1884 Woking 

Pyrford 

 

Age 22 in 

September 1905 

Joined Surrey 

Constabulary 1 

July 1905 

 

Police record just 

says ñKilled in the 

warò 

Military Foot Police 

P1978 Lance Corp 

 

18 November 1915 

Listed in Soldiers Died 

as Military Mounted 

Police 

29 July 1915 

Police Constable 

living in Stroude, 

Virginia Water in 

1911. Resided 

and enlisted at 

Guildford. 

Promoted 1st 

Class Constable - 

fined 10 shillings 

on 8.9.1911 for 

spending 2 hours 

in a public house 

on his day off 

four days 

previously. First 

served abroad in 

France  

PC160 Group 

photo Sept 1915 

ï died of wounds 

21 May 1916 

aged 32 Western 

Front 

Son of Mrs. 

Smithers, of 

Green Side, 

Ripley, Surrey. 

Born 1886. Police 

Constable living 

in Stroude, 

Virginia Water in 

1911. Died of 

Wounds 21 May 

1916 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

Steer John Edward 

PC300 age 21 in 

March1912 joined 

15 July 1912 

Military Police 31 May 1915 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary  

August 19 1919  

Medically unfit 

so retired 31 

December 1924 

when at Gofstone 

Stent Arthur 

William PC 

Surrey 

Constabulary 

based at Caterham 

police station 

Military Foot Police 

Lance Corporal 27 

August 1915   age 26 

Military Mounted 

Police P02019 7 

November 1916 

to 11 December 

1918 age 29 

Years 1 month 

Married Nora 

Patience 

Woodman 2 June 

1915 Ash Parish 

Church  

Medical 

discharge - 

suffered from 

neurasthenia, 

malaria and 

dysentery 

Stevens William 

PC222 later PC79 

23 in February 

1912 joined 16 

December 1912  

Royal Sussex Regiment 

Reservist Wounded 

during shelling ï shot 

in the arm when his 

rifle was blown off him 

and fired 

4 Aug 1914 Re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

March 10 1919 

Wounded  

Died 15 March 

1964 Dorking 

and Leatherhead 

Advertiser 28 

November 1914 

 

Tanner Ernest 

PC37 Surrey 

Constabulary age 

20 in August 1910 

Military Mounted 

Police P1834 Lance 

Corp 

 

28 June 1915 to 

14 July 1919 

Police say August 

18 1919 re-join 

Surrey 

Constabulary  

Group photo Sept 

1915 Medaille 

d'Honneur with 

bronze swords 

(France)  

Tapley Frederick 

Arthur 

PC276/PC260 age 

22 in July 1913 

Army Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

February 18 1919 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

joined 10 

November 1913 

Tassell Arthur 

Henry PC 167 

Surrey 

Constabulary 21 in 

July 1910 joined 1 

July 1910 

Military Mounted 

Police P1937 Corporal 

 

28 July 1915 to 

22 August 1919 

France 

11.10.1915 - On 

8.2.1916 charged 

with "Leaving his 

control post 

without 

permission. 

Awarded a severe 

reprimand.ò 

Group photo Sept 

1915 Policeman 

from Chertsey, 

born 1889. 

Service papers 

survive 29 pages 

Thatcher Peter 

James PC283 age 

21 in October 

1913 joined 13 

April 1914  

Winchester training to 

be driver and gunner 

June 1917 

Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 20 

April 1919 

Died 16 June 

1981 

Tickner PC 58 

 

 

 Shown on photo 

1919 Woking 

Trimmer Herbert 

James PC258 22 

in January 1912 

joined 25 

November 1912  

Royal Field Artillery 22 May 1915 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary July 

2 1919 

 

Tuppen Walter 

PC39 PC48 

Distinguished 

Conduct Medal 

27 In January 

Royal Field Artillery 4 Aug 1914 re-

join Surrey 

Constabulary 

February 19 1919 

DCM second 

only to the VC 

but no mention 

on his record! 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

1914 joined 23 

March 1914 from 

Field Artillery 

Turley Reginald 

PC273 age 25 in 

October 1913 

joined 24 October 

1913 

Military Police 3 June 1915 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 5 

August 1919 

 

Turner Thomas 

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 1905 

Family of Thomas 

Turner say army 1914-

1919/1920 

27 April 1918409 

 

Killed on duty 

aged 42 

22 August 1924 

knocked down by 

a car 

Woking 

1911 lived in 

Caterham 

Walker EF Police 

Sergeant Surrey 

Constabulary  

Military Foot Police 

Lance Corporal 

22 November 

1915 age 29 to 

Surrey 

Constabulary 15 

October 1919 

Transferred to 

Queen's Royal 

West Surrey Regt 

2/4th Bn No 

63046 

Warrell Ernest 

Edward PC252 

age 24 October 

1913 joined 1 

December 1913 a 

bricklayer from 

Lingfield 

 

Sergeant 17th Battalion 

Kings Royal Rifle Corps 

killed in France aged 27 

 

26 April 1915 Killed aged 27 3 

September 1916 

Police note: 

Joined the Army - 

killed 

Weller Alfred 

James PC88 age 

23 in May 1913 

joined 6 April 

Household Battalion 

(2nd Life Guards) 

Died age 26 in France 

31 May 1915 

Dorking and 

Leatherhead 

Advertiser 5 June 

PC85 Died age 

26 3 May 1917 ï 

police note - 

Dead ï joined the 

 
409 Newspaper report Surrey Advertiser 27 April 1918 of a number of Surrey Constabulary officers 

joining up 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

1914  Corporal 1915 joined the 

army from 

Dorking 

army. Reported 

Surrey Advertiser 

9 June 1917 

Wellington PC74 

 

Army  1919 Woking 

West Walter 

Henry PC81 and 

Police Sergeant 

post war Surrey 

Constabulary, age 

21 in May 1913 

and joined 1 

November 1913 

 

Military Foot Police 

P1977 Lance Corporal 

 

29 July 1915 age 

23 Transferred to 

Queen's Royal 

West Surrey Regt 

2/4th Battalion 

No 63046 

Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 28 

April 1919 

 

Group photo Sept 

1915 Group 

photo Sept 1915  

Served in 

Shanghai 

Metropolitan 

Police in 1919 

 

White John Henry 

PC264 20 May 

1912 joined from 

Royal Navy 

Royal Engineer 27 April 1918 

police show April 

22 joined and re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

February 9 1919 

Woking Retired 

as Superintendent 

died 1 July 1950 

White W J PC 

Surrey 

Constabulary  

Mi litary Foot Police 

Lance Corporal 

21 November 

1915 age 21 and 

1 month to 13 

August 1918 

 

Wilkinson George 

PC125 age 24 in 

March 1912 joined 

Army 27 April 1918 

joined the army 

re-joined Surrey 

Godalming 
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Surrey 

Constabulary 

Military Unit  Military Service  Comments 

police 14 March 

1912 

Constabulary 

January 9 1919 

Wise 

Harry George 

PC141 22 in Jan 

1912 Joined 1 

December 1912 

 

2nd Battalion Coldstream 

Guards Private 

Aged 26 died in the 

battle of the Somme 

31 March 1915 

reported killed in 

Great War 

PC141 Photo 

Killed aged 26, 

26 Sept 1916 

 

Had been 

stationed in 

Dorking and 

Leatherhead 

Wood Luther 

Simeon PC282 

age 21 in 

November 1913 

joined 30 March 

1914 joined 

RFA 22 May 1915 

Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

February 1919 

 

 

  

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com  

 

 651 

 

 

 

 

First World War Veterans Surrey Constabulary 

1919 - men returned from the war possibly, PCs Tickner, Brant, Anderson, 

Lucas, Wellington, Cooke and Mayne First World War veterans Surrey 

Constabulary. Wound stripes and overseas chevrons. One name missing 

 

Rear Left PC 58 Tickner, PC181, PC253 Brant, PC267 John Charles Anderson, 

PC153, PC74 was PC Payne KIA so reissued, PC180, and PC281 Mayne 

PCs Tickner, Brant, Anderson, Lucas, Wellington, Cooke and Mayne  

Written on reverse of the photograph ñ1919 under Superintendent Marksò 
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PC98 Harold Brand MM with First World War medals 

Pre war PC 98 was Harold Brand who served in the army for the whole war joining 4 

August 1914. The number was reissued to PC Frederick Haseman on joining 30 

September 1914. He then left for the war returning 9 February 1919 as PC140. On the 

same day Brand returns and is re-issued PC 98. Brand is awarded the MM and the 

photo has a MM medal to the left of the group. Said to be in the Woking photo but 

that is doubtful. 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com  

 

 653 

Appendix G 

 

Reigate Borough Police Served First World War  

 

The Reigate Constabulary was a small force. In 1914, it had 40 officers in total, 

comprising 1 Head Constable, 2 Inspectors, 7 Sergeants and 30 Constables. 

 

 

 

From Henry Pelham email 16 August 2019 410 

 

 

 

 
410 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 18 September 1915 
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Name Regiment When 

Joined/returned 

Comments 

Cooper DôArcy 

Randolph PC2 

 

Military Foot 

Police Lance 

Corporal 

22 June 1915 

demobilised 22 

August 1919 re-

joined Reigate 

Borough Police 8 

August 1919 

Born c1890, and 

dying in Surrey in 

the 2nd Quarter of 

1965. He is listed 

in the electoral 

registers for 

Reigate after the 

War. 

 

Forster Isaacs Henry 

PC30  

Enlisted 

RAMC 

sergeant 

June 21 1915 

police record 31 

July 1915 

demobilised 10 

December 1919 

 

Hickmore George 

William Harris PC28 

Military Foot 

Police Lance 

Corporal 

August 28 1915 

demobbed 30 

August 1919 

resumed Reigate 

Borough Police 22 

August 1919 

Awarded the 1915 

Star, Victory and 

War Medals. First 

served abroad (1) 

France, 18 

November1915 

 

Kimber Edgar Cecil 

PC25  

Guardsman on 

demob 

5 August 1914 

fought on Somme 

re-joining Reigate 

Borough Police 17 

January 17 1919 

Wounded 

Lawrence Robert 

Reginald PC3 

Appointed Reigate 

Borough Police 25 

March 1913 

Military Foot 

Police as lance 

corporal 

Was a sergeant 

in 1908 in 

Military Police 

June 21 1915 was a 

MP sergeant when 

he died 

To 5th Grade 

Reigate Borough 

Police 25 March 

1918 

Resigned Reigate 

Borough Police 

30 April 1919 

Died Bethnal 

Green Military 

Hospital 20 July 

1919 

Pityriasis rubra 2 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com  

 

 655 

Name Regiment When 

Joined/returned 

Comments 

 

months 

Nephritis  

 

Marks Frederick 

PC13 

Home address: 24 

Warren Road, 

Reigate, Surrey and 

later 33 Abbey Road, 

Oxford. 

 Military Foot 

Police Lance 

Corporal 

 

6 July 1915 age 22 

to 29 August 1919 

11Ocotber1915 to 

30 July 1919, home 

31 July19 to 28 

August 1919, class 

Z reserve 29 

August 1919. 12 

October 1915 

Rouen, 20 

October1915 1 

Army, 23 

January1917 

Bethune, 

November 1918 

Arras. 

 

Awarded the 1915 

Star, Victory and 

War Medals. First 

served abroad (1) 

France, 11 

October1915. 

Served Home 6 

July15 to 10 

October 1915, 

BEF  

 

Miles Harry Reuban 

PC7  

Enlisted Royal 

Field Artillery 

as a gunner  

June 21 1915 

police record 20 

July 1915 demob 

11 January 1919 

resumed Reigate 

Borough Police 4 

January 1914 

Rank of signaller 

acting sergeant 

Morse Albert PC12 Enlisted 

RAMC 

June 21 1915 

police record 31 

June 1915 demob 4 

January 1919 

resume Reigate 

RAMC sergeant 
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Name Regiment When 

Joined/returned 

Comments 

Borough Police 3 

March 1919 

Parker William PC18 

Joined Reigate 

Borough Police in 

May 1911 

Reservist 

RAMC rank of 

sub-conductor, 

warrant officer 

2nd class 

 

August 5 1914 re-

joined 13 March 

1919 possibly 14 

February 1919 

Meritorious 

Service Medal 

awarded for his 

devoted service as 

a soldier during 

the war. 

Santer Frederick 

Arthur PC29  

Believed 

enlisted Royal 

Garrison 

Artillery 

transferred to 

RAMC 

June 21 1915 

police records 

show 20 July 1915 

demobbed as a 

private 7 February 

1919 resume 

Reigate Borough 

Police 22 August 

1919 

 

St Amand Ernest H 

Didier PC31 farm 

labourer age 21  

Military Foot 

Police lance 

Corporal 

1 July 1915 

released to join 

HM Forces 

Awarded the 1915 

Star, Victory and 

War Medals. First 

served abroad (1) 

France, 11October 

1915 

Smith Albert Edward 

PC 20 

Enlisted 

mechanic RFC 

25 October 1915 

demob 24 October 

1919 re-join 

Reigate Borough 

Police 7 October 

1919 

Sergeant RFC 

later RAF 

Wilkinson Barsuase 

Copland PC 14  

Royal Flying 

Corps joined as 

2nd class air 

mechanic 

achieved 

sergeant major 

June 21 1915 

Police record 

Colours 8 July 

1915 re-joined 7 

February 1919 

Promoted in RFC 

11 Sept 1917 
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1918  óConstables who have joined the army, whether as reservists or as volunteers or 

under the Military Service Acts, cease to be members of the police service, and on 

rejoining the police force should be formally re-attested and should be allowed to 

reckon their military service for the purposes of police pension, promotion and 

advances in the scale of payô 

By 1918, although the strength of the force was officially still 40, the Reigate 

Borough Police had been reduced to 20, 14 had enlisted; one of those enlisted had re-

joined the force and there were 6 vacancies. Apparently none of those who enlisted 

were killed on active duty. 

CHMI In the 1930/31 report, Reigate Borough total strength 40 ï 1 Chief Constable, 

2 inspectors, 7 sergeants, 30 constables ï population 28,914  

 

Some of the Reigate officers in the armed forces:  

December 1915: Reigate Borough Police Constable 13 Frederick Marks and Police 

Constable 31 Ernest Didier St Amand resigned to join the Army.411 1915 June 21: 

PCs Lawrence, Miles, Morse, Wilkinson, Santer and Foster were given permission to 

join the Army. 412 1915 9 August: Permission for PCs Hickman and Smith to join the 

Army as soon as arrangements could be made for their release. 413 1917 September 

11: PC Wilkinson congratulated on his promotion in the Royal Flying Corps414 1917 

October 15: A letter of sympathy was sent by the Watch Committee to PC Leonard on 

the loss of his son on active service. 415 

 

1917 November 13: PC Kimber was wounded whilst on active service416 

1918417 31 December: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe 

including a report on the activities of the Fire Brigade 

The establishment was 40 and strength of 20 with 14 men in the Army. Officers re-

joining the force from the army have to be re-attested but their War service will count 

towards their pension.418 

 

 
411 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police report to year end 31 December 1915 
412 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police report to year end 31 December 1915 
413 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police report to year end 31 December 1915 
414 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police report to year end 31 December 1917 
415 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police report to year end 31 December 1917 
416 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police report to year end 31 December 1917 
417 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police report to year end 31 December 1918 
418 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police report to year end 31 December 1918 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com  

 

 658 

Reigate Constable Decorated 

Meritorious Service Medal to PC Parker419 

An interesting ceremony took place on Monday evening at the meeting of the Reigate 

Town Council when PC William Parker, of the Reigate Borough Police Force was 

publicly presented with the Meritorious Service Medal awarded to him by the military 

authorities for his devoted service as a soldier during the war. 

The Mayor, Alderman T Malcolmson said the record of PC Parker was that he joined 

the Reigate Borough Force in May 1911 when he was in the army reserve. He was 

recalled to the Colours as a private on August 5 1914 upon the outbreak of war. He 

passed from lance corporal to acting sergeant and sub-conductor, warrant officer 2nd 

class in the RAMC.  He resumed duty in the Reigate Borough Force on February 16 

of this year (1919). He (the Mayor) had very much pleasure in presenting that 

Meritorious Service Medal to PC Parker. He had won it by faithful and diligent 

discharge of his duty, and they were convinced that while he remained in the Police 

Force he would continue to exercise those qualities, which gained for him that 

decoration. They were quite convinced that he had won the decoration well and 

earnestly, and they trusted with satisfaction to himself and his friends. He wished him 

long life and long service in the Borough Police Force and they hoped to see him 

obtain the award of diligent service as time went on (applause). 

The Mayor then pinned the medal on the tunic of the constable and shook hands with 

him. The constable acknowledged the bestowal of the decoration with a salute. 

Reigate Policeman Dislikes Shell Fire 

Lance Corporal D.R. Cooper of the M.F. Police, prior to enlistment was a member of the Reigate 

Borough Force. He now patrols a beat ñsomewhere in France,ò and it truthfully can be said in his case 

ñwhen a constabulary duty is to be done the policemanôs lot is not a happy one.ò He writes cheerfully 

to police constable Shaw to remind his old colleague he has not gone west, and adds: ñI have been to 

several towns since I have been out here, and have seen a bit of the country. I cannot say I care for as I 

do dear old Englandé. We are in the thick of things here, only 20 minutes walk from the firing line, 

and under shell fire all the time. I can assure you it made me jump the first shell I had over me, but I 

am getting more used to them. Still, they want some getting used to, I can tell you. I had six over me 

the first night. I was on duty and one was pretty close enough to be uncomfortable. This place is all in 

ruins. The church is a perfect wreck; it was a lovely building before the bombarded it.  

 

We have a very comfortable billet in an empty house. The people left most of the furniture. We have a 

drawing room etc., also a gramophone, which helps to pass the time away. Of course all the records are 

French, but some of them are very good. 

 

We have twelve men here all civil policemen under a sergeant from the Metropolitan. We get plenty of 

good food; in fact, I dare say we live better than most of the people at home for I hear foodstuffs are 

very dear. 

 
419 Surrey Mirror 30 May 1919 from Henry Pelham 16 August 2019 
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How is Reigate looking? I should like to see the old place again.420 

 

Lawrence (PC Reigate Borough Police) is about 16 miles further back from where I am. I think he 

would much rather be up a little nearer, but he is better where he is. We are having fairly decent 

weather here, but the trenches are a wee bit muddy. Still all the boys seem very cheerful, you seldom 

here them complain.ò  

 
420 Surrey Mirror 7 December 1915 from Henry Pelham 16 August 2019  
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Appendix H 

Guildford Borough Police who served in First World 

War   

Compiled from a number of sources 

Source for Surrey Police World War One: Surrey History Centre Reference: 

9152/1/5/4, September 1915 

This list of Guildford Borough Police who served in the armed forces during the 

war has been compiled from a number of sources 

Guildford Borough 

Police 

Joined Date Comments 

Brazier Arthur born 3 

October 1887 PC2 then 

PC4 joined from Cardiff 

City Police 

 

4 August 1914 

to the Colours 

re-joined 23 

May 1919 

PC Guildford 

Borough Police 

sick when other 

joined 4 August 

1914. Died 12 

February 1963 

Deacon William George 

Deacon PC aged 22 in 

1913  

 

Private 8903 in the 

1st Battalion 

Coldstream 

Guards and was 

killed in action in 

France 

4 August 1914 

to the Colours 

KIA 14 

September 1914 

Demount Reginald 

George Marenza 

Born about 1887

Royal Army 

Service Corps 

Driver/Saddler 

Acting sergeant 

No T/18023). 

4 August 1914 

to the Colours 

re-join 

Guildford 

Borough Police 

11 January 1919 

Member 

Guildford 

Borough Police 

mounted 

Died 1950 
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Guildford Borough 

Police 

Joined Date Comments 

  

Emery Charles Arthur 

Police Sergeant joined 24 

August 1909 

Military Cross MID 

 

Joined Guildford 

Borough Police 

from 3rd Battalion 

Grenadier Guards 

Major and 

Adjutant 

Liverpool 

Regiment 

11 September 

1914 re-joined 

Colours 

1918 Military 

Cross MID 

Evans Silas David PC17 

born 2 August 1871 

Military Mounted 

Police 

4 February1916 

to the Colours 

re-joined 3 May 

1919 

11 February 

1926 medical 

pension 

Gascoyne Henry John 

PC23 age 25 in December 

1906  

Distinguished Conduct 

Medal MID Born 1882/3 

Leamington Spa 

 

1899 joined Coldstram 

Guards fought Boer 

War 

1st Battalion 

Coldstream Guards 

3360 

Killed in Action age 

35  

Company Sergeant 

Major 1915 

4 August 1914 

to the Colours 

Distinguished 

Conduct Medal 

1915 

KIA I Jan 1917 

Goodwin Albert Bruce 

Police Sergeant 9 then 

 Coldstream 

Guards Corporal

4 August 1914 

re-joined 

Wounded three 

times. Re-joined 
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Guildford Borough 

Police 

Joined Date Comments 

Police Sergeant 3 

 

Guildford 

Borough Police 

11 January 1919  

Borough in 

1919421 

Died 2 

December 1915 

Lawty Edwin PC age 25 

in August 1912 joined 13 

July 1912Kingôs Police 

Medal for Gallantry 

Previously six 

years 2nd Dragoon 

Guards 

 

4 August 1914 

recalled to 

colours 

POW did not re-

join GBP 

Macey Sidney Charles 

PC20 joined 8 February 

1909 age 23 from 2 Scots 

Guards 

 

Private 6426 of the 

1st Battalion Scots 

Guards dying aged 

28 in the defence 

of Ypres Salient. 

4 August 1914 

re-joined 

Colours  

Died of wounds 

received in 

action (POW) 

Letter received 

November 1914 

died 2 

December 1965 

Manfield Arthur PC25 

PC7 

Royal Garrison 

Artillery  

4 August 1914 

to the Colours 

re-joined 

Guildford 

Borough Police 

11 January 1919 

later Detective 

Sergeant 19 

1918 Mentioned 

in Dispatches 

for courage and 

devotion to duty 

in rescuing 

wounded and 

saving 

ammunition 

 
421 Notes held by author from subject 
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Guildford Borough 

Police 

Joined Date Comments 

 

September 1924 

Died 12 may 

1964 

under shell fire 

Marshall Patrick James 

PC30 joined 26 August 

1904  

 

Previous service 

4th Dragoon 

Guards 

Joined army 19 

March 1915 re-

joined Guildford 

Borough Police 

14 April 1919 

 

Punter Percy PC age 26 in 

July 1904 from Royal 

Artillery  

 

Squadron Sergeant 

Major 

He was promoted 

Squadron Sgt 

Major on 

25.3.1915 after 5 

days service 

He attested at 

Guildford on 

20.3.1915 

occupation PC 

aged 36 years 9 

months.  

Re-joined 

Guildford 

Borough Police 

13 October 1919 

 

Meritorious 

Service Medal 

22.2.1919, and 

Mentioned in 

Despatches 

23.8.1919 

 

Truelove Alexander 

Arthur born 26 February 

1892 Reigate joined 

Guildford Borough Police 

2 January 1915 PC20 

Military Mounted 

Police and Royal 

Garrison Artillery

 

19 February 

1916 to Colours 

(police record 4 

February 1916) 

re-join 28 

December 1918 

Guildford 

Borough Police 

mounted 

section 422 

Wounded on the 

Somme in his 

leg he was 

invalided back 

to the UK. 

When 

discharged he 

 
422 Notes held by author from subject 
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Guildford Borough 

Police 

Joined Date Comments 

volunteered for 

the Royal 

Garrison 

Artillery. After 

the war he re-

joined the 

Borough 

finishing at the 

end of the 

Second World 

War after 31 

years service.  

Uttley Charles William 

appointed inspector from 

Cheshire 9 January 1911  

 

29 October 1915 

to Colours 

Resigned 

Guildford 

Borough Police 

8 January 1916 

Yeend Walter James Born 

Neasden 1886 died 1941 

Before joining police 

drove trains on the 

underground 

Joined Coldstream 

Guards. Joined Guildford 

Borough Police 1910 

 

Coldstream 

Guards sergeant 

 

4 August 1914 

re-join Colours. 

Was recalled to 

the army for 

whole War 

serving with the 

Guards. In 1916 

was sent back to 

the UK 

suffering with 

rheumatic fever 

later Orderly 

Room sergeant 

in Victoria 

Barracks 

Windsor. 

1910 Guildford 

Borough Police; 

re-joined 

1919423 Later 

Inspector 

 

He was awarded 

a Silver War 

Badge No 

B210958 

 

  

 
423 Notes held by author from subject 
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Appendix I 

Guildford Borough Police  

Killed on active service or on duty 

 

Name Date  Circumstances 

PC 7 John George Barnes 4 January 1900 
Boer War Killed at 

Rensburg, Cape Colony,  

PC 14 William George 

Deacon 

14 September 1914 Private 8903 in the 1st 

Battalion Coldstream 

Guards killed in action in 

France 

PC 20 Sidney Charles 

Macey  

 

2 November 1914 Private 1st Battalion Scots 

Guards killed in action 

aged 28 

Ypres Salient 

PC 23 Henry John Gascoyne 

DCM MID 

1 January 1917 1st Battalion Coldstream Guards. 

Killed age 35 Company 

Sergeant Major Distinguished 

Conduct Medal 1915 

PC 41 William George 

Richards 

23/24 February 1942 

 

PC Richards died of 

injuries received in RTA 

on his bicycle in Boxgrove 

Road Guildford age 19 

PC 36 Aubrey Charles 

Harris 

25 June 1943 RAF: Sergeant (Bomb 

Aimer) RAFVR 90 

Squadron. Killed aged 30 

flying Stirling 111 lost 

over Wuppetall 

PS 38 Alfred Samuel 

Deakin  

 

1 March 1945 Lieutenant General List 

Control Commission 

Europe Died aged 37. Trod 

on a mine; buried in the 

Groesbeek Canadian War 

Cemetery, Netherlands. 

 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com  

 

 666 

Appendix J 

Reigate Borough Police Killed Second World War  
 

Name Date Circumstances 

PC Dennis Marshall 

Walder  

 

24 August 1943 

 

RAF: Sergeant RAFVR 

No101 Squadron 

(Navigator) Lancaster 3 

Died age 26 Crew lost 

without trace. Berlin 

PC Eric Norman ñTimberò 

Woods DFC and Bar 

 

16 December 1943 RAF: Wing Commander 

DFC and Bar.  

RAFVR No126 (Persian 

Gulf) Squadron 

Died age 33. First DFC: 

Participated in 74 sorties. 

Promoted in November 

1943 to lead No.286 Wing 

of Balkan Air Force, 

Brindisi. On 16 December 

1943 Wing Commander 

Woods in Spitfire when 

missing. 

PC Jack Skingley DFC 21 July 1944 RAF Flight Lieutenant 

DFC, Pathfinder, Bomb 

Aimer 97 Squadron 

RAFVR. Died aged 29. 

Flew in Lancasters. 

Between August 43 and 

July 44 flew 40 missions 

over Germany, France and 

Belgium, many over 

Berlin. Missing on raid 

from Coningsby to 

Coutraui in Belgium on 

the night of 20 July 44  
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Name Date Circumstances 

PC Geoffrey Alexander 

Farquar Reigate Borough 

Police  

Single man joined the 

Reigate Borough on the 5 

June 1939 and was posted 

to the Redhill Division. 

Having been born on the 6 

May 1917 in West 

Norwood 

3 June 1943 called up for 

service in HM Army 

Corps of Military Police 

 

Died aged 27, 22 

November 1944 West 

Bromwich 

Killed in a motoring 

accident in West 

Bromwich whilst serving 

as a member of the Special 

Investigation Branch of the 

Military Police 
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Appendix K 

Reigate Borough Police Killed First World War  
 

Police Constable 3 Robert Reginald Lawrence died 20 July 1919 

Robert Reginald Lawrence 

PC3 Appointed 25 March 

1913; born 16 October 

1899 Dulwich, 

Enlisted in Military Foot 

Police as Lance Corporal 

21 June 1915 

Meritorious Service Medal 

Mentioned in Despatches 

Twice 

 

Resigned from Force 30 

April 1919 whilst serving 

in HM Forces 

Died in Bethnal Green 

Military Hospital, 20 July 

1919424 425 

 

 

 

Lance Corporal Lawrence 426 

The following is the letter to the Chief Constable, Surrey Police September 2019 

the contents were agreed and a war memorial fabricated, dedicated and erected 

at Mount Browne 

The circumstances of the death of PC Robert Lawrence have been recovered during a 

larger piece of work researching all Surrey police officers who served with the 

Colours during the First World War.  

The aim of this paper is to bring to the notice of Surrey Police that one of their former 

members of a constituent police force, Reigate Borough Police, died as a result of 

military service during the First World War. His death is not recognised on Surrey 

 
424 The Reigate Borough Police conduct book (CC98/22/29) 
425 The Reigate Borough Chief Constable's annual report for the year ending 31 Dec 1919 (CC98/22/1) 
426 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 18 September 1915 From Henry Pelham email 16 August 2019 

 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com  

 

 669 

Police war memorials. Evidence that he served in the Reigate Borough Police and the 

Military Foot Police and the circumstances of his death are included in this letter. 

To correct this failure of 100 years I propose that an additional memorial be 

purchased, similar in style to that of the recently crafted Guildford Borough Police 

memorial to be placed with the other memorials in Mount Browne. No costs will fall 

on the police budget. 

Should you agree this proposal, which has the agreement of Kevin Morris, chairman 

of   both Retired Comrades and NARPO I will work with those organisations and the 

Police Federation to raise the necessary money to purchase a plaque similar in style to 

the recent Guildford Borough Police memorial correcting a similar wrong. 

Robert Lawrence was appointed Reigate Borough Police 25 March 1913 age 23 

advancing through the pay grades, even whilst serving in the armed forces: 

Appointed 1st grade @ 25/- 25 March 1913 

Confirmed by Watch Committee, 16 March 1914 

Second grade @ £1.7.0 25 March 1914 

New scale @ £1.9.0 10 April 1914 

Fourth grade @ £1.10.0 25 March 1916 

Fifth grade @ £1.11.0 25 March 1918 427 

From Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum:428 First record found is as Military Foot 

Policeman a sergeant in 1908 that indicates he had some previous military service 

before joining the police.  

Police officers serving with the military during the First World War remained 

members of their Force and their military service counted towards their pension. This 

is how PC Lawrence was to advance to the fifth grade on 25 March 1918 whilst he 

was a sergeant in the Military Foot Police. Pay was also made up from what they 

would have received as policemen to what the military paid. 

PC Lawrence enlisted in Military Foot Police as lance corporal 21 June 1915 service 

number P/1824 

Acting sergeant when mentioned in despatches: 

Mention in Despatches (LG Issue 30101 of 29.5.1917 page 5326)  

Mention in Despatches (LG Issue 30445 of 24.12.1917 page 13492)429 

 
427 CC98/22/29 Surrey History Centre August 2019 
428 From Dee Hutchison 18 August 2019 with detail from Ancestry email 
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Resigned from Reigate Borough Police 30 April 1919 

Military Police sergeant when awarded the Meritorious Service Medal 3 June 1919 in 

the so called Peace Gazette430 

Reported he had died in Bethnal Green Military Hospital on 20 July 1919.431 The 

hospital record is an alphabetical list of patients and Lawrence appears twice, once in 

1908 and again in 1919. No medical information is given. 

The Reigate Borough chief constable's annual report for the year ending 31 December 

1919 states: ñPC 3 Robert Reginald Lawrence resigned whilst serving in HM Forces 

and afterwards died.ò432  

Unfortunately there are no reasons given for the resignation or the cause of death. It is 

possible that the resignation was an acceptance that Lawrence would not return and 

that he intended to make a career in the Army. He had been successful. He was a 

sergeant with two mentions in despatches and had been awarded a Meritorious 

Service Medal. Or, it may have been that he knew he was dying and that his 

resignation was to obtain some financial advantage for his descendants. 

His death is recorded and a copy of the certificate has been obtained diagnosing the 

cause following a post mortem at the Bethnal Green Military Hospital:433 

1. Pityriasis rubra 2 months 

2. Nephritis  

(Pityriasis rubra pilaris is the name given to a group of uncommon skin disorders. The 

name means scaling (pityriasis), redness (rubra) 

Nephritis is a killer as kidneys fail through an inflammation though it is unlikely to 

follow from pityriasis in any form. It is however, something that is frequently caused 

as a result of exposure to a toxin, poison, virus, or infection. We may never know now 

buy we can safely assume that during his time at War he would have been exposed to 

some, if not all, of those dangers.) 434 

 

 

 
429 Richard Callaghan Military Police Museum curator 19 August 2019 email 
430 London Gazette 31370 - Page 6911 known as the Peace Gazette. 
431 The Reigate Borough Police conduct book (CC98/22/29) 
432 The Reigate Borough Chief Constable's annual report for the year ending 31 Dec 1919 (CC98/22/1) 
433 Death certificate DYE 400787 1919 Death Bethnal Green North East obtained by Jean Pelham 27 

August 2019 
434 Medical comments from a medical general practitioner to Robert Bartlett email 28 August 
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Death Certificate 

There are parallels between PC Lawrenceôs death and the influenza pandemic of 1918 

and 1919, which killed an estimated 50 million people worldwide ï more than the 

First World War. There is no memorial to the victims of influenza, except for those 

who died in service remembered in the cemeteries and on the memorials of the 

CWGC. Up to a million service personnel from combatant nations lost their lives to 

the flu virus.435 

 

Is PC Lawrence a victim of the war? Is that the right question? Has the casualty to die 

as a direct result of enemy action? It would appear that an individual can become 

memorialised for being in the armed forces during the war and soon thereafter and 

dying. It is difficult to understand 100 years on how he became ill, was the illness the 

reason behind his resignation from the Reigate Borough Police and how his illness 

resulted in death. Were the illnesses a direct consequence of his war service? Was he 

gassed? Was he poisoned when in France? These are now unanswerable questions. 

 

He had served in the Reigate Borough Police and was a member until a few weeks 

before he died. He had been called to serve the Colours and it is clear from the death 

certificate that he was then, primarily a Military Police Sergeant, the word Policeman 

is entered under occupation.  

 

It was accepted that he was a casualty of war within the criteria of the War Graves 

Commission, is listed on their website and is remembered on the war memorial for the 

Streatham area where he was brought up. Therefore the actual cause of death or 

modern interpretation is possibly irrelevant. He was in the armed forces because of 

the war and died in parallel circumstances to flu victims who are memorialised.  

 

That should be good enough for us! 

 
435 https://www.cwgc.org/learn/news-and-events/news/2018/11/05/11/22/spanish-flu 
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The following points support the proposal to have PC Lawrence added to the Surrey 

Constabulary war memorials: 

1. Lawrenceôs final illness could have been brought on by infection, toxins, 

poisons, viruses and auto immunity difficulties.  All the causations could 

safely be assumed resulted from his service.436 

2. Lawrence has an entry in Commonwealth War Graves Commission records437 

3. Named on Streatham cemetery war memorial, the area he came from 

4. Died in Bethnal Green military hospital 

5. Was a serving member of the Reigate Borough Police when he joined the 

military police 

6. Was still recognised as a member in March 1918 when he was advanced to the 

fifth grade. 

7. Resigned from the police after the war 30 April 1919 then died in July 1919 

 

It is clear that PC Lawrence served for four years during the war. Had he not been 

called up it is likely that he would have continued policing in Surrey. Therefore he 

was a direct casualty of war and died as a soldier having resigned some eleven weeks 

from Reigate Borough Police before his death. 

The cause of death is not always explicit on the War Graves Commission site nor to 

qualify the death does not need to be killed by direct enemy action.438 The following 

entries are in the Surrey Constabulary Roll of Honour439 and the remembered on the 

war memorial in Mount Browne. They explicitly show that death was not necessarily 

a direct result of enemy action: : 

 

¶ PC Joyce an Irishman 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Irish Guards buried in Dublin 

military cemetery died 3 March 1917. Why he was in Dublin and why he died 

is not listed. 

¶ PC William Fortman served as Gunner 160284 in the 1st Mountain Battery, 

Royal Garrison Artillery and died aged 29 in India and is buried in the 

Rawalpindi War Cemetery 18 October 1918 

¶ PC Cone died in a flying accident when under training May 1943 with the 

RAFVR 

¶ PC Edwards killed 9 July 1944 in a motor accident in the Central 

Mediterranean Theatre of War whilst serving in the Royal Armoured Corps. 

 
436 Medical comments from a medical general practitioner to Robert Bartlett email 28 August 
437 https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-war-

dead/results?firstName=Robert&lastName=Lawrence&country=United%2BKingdom&cemetery=Stre

atham%2BPark%2BCemetery 
438 The CWGC are responsible for the commemoration of personnel who died between 

4 August 1914 and 31 August 1921 whilst serving in a Commonwealth military force or specified 

auxiliary organisation and personnel who died after they were discharged from a Commonwealth 

military force, if their death was caused by their wartime service. 
439 www.surrey-constabulary.com 
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¶ PC Muncaster was a Gunner with 17 Field Regt. Royal Artillery who was 

killed 4 October 1944 in Italy as a result of a battle accident and buried in the 

Santerno Valley War Cemetery 

¶ PC Farquhar Military Police died 22 November 1944 in a motor accident in 

West Bromwich 

¶ Junior Police Clerk Heming RNVR killed 7 December 1944 under flight 

training 

¶ PC Hines RAFVR is buried in Bulawayo Cemetery killed 19 February 1945 

under flight training 440 

 

I am sorry this paper is longer than I had planned but the circumstances and cause of 

death need to be carefully considered and acknowledged. 

If your approval is given it is my intention at this stage to try to get the new memorial 

presented by the Mayor of Reigate to the chief constable or his representative in the 

council chamber at Reigate. It is anticipated there will be a number of guests 

including the High Sheriff or Lord Lieutenant though neither have yet been consulted.  

Richard Callaghan RMP wrote: He is on the Corps of Military Police Roll of Honour 

My view is that his death is almost certainly attributable to his military service - in the 

absence of the documentation of the time, I can only assume that the War Office used 

the same criteria and his CWGC status is the result.  

 

 

  

 
440 http://www.surrey-constabulary.com/roll-of-honour.html 
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Appendix L 

Surrey Constabulary killed in the war or on police 

duty 

 

Name Date Circumstances 

Inspector William 

Donaldson 

29 July 

1855 
Bludgeoned by a mob in Haslemere 

 Aged 44 leaving a widow and children 

 

Police Constable 65 

Allen Mason 

 

December 

1859 

Died of injuries inflicted when making an arrest 

in Cobham in July 1859 leaving a widow and 

two small children 

 

PC 257 Henry Edward 

Thomas Bullen  

 

26 October 

1914 

 

1st Battalion Grenadier Guards and is buried in 

Zantvoorde British cemetery 

PC 221 Ernest 

William Brattle  

 

31 October 

1914 

Private in East Kent Regiment, ñThe Buffsò. He 

is Buried Boulogne Eastern cemetery dying at 

the age of 28 

PC 66 James Freemantle 

 

11 November 

1914 

 

Killed 1st Battalion Scots Guards Ypres Salient 

 

PC 150 Thomas 

Freemantle  

 

11 November 

1914 

 

Killed 1st Battalion Scots Guards 

Ypres Salient 

 

PC 55 William 

Avenall 

3 January 

1916 

1st Battalion, The Queenôs (Royal West Surrey) 

Regt Died of Wounds on the Western Front 

aged 29 

 

PC 160 Noah 

Smithers  

 

21 May 

1916 

Military Foot Police 

Died of Wounds aged 28 on the Western Front 

PC 252 Ernest Alfred 

Warrell  

 

3 September 

1916 

Sergeant 17th Battalion Kings Royal Rifle Corps killed in 

France aged 27 

 

PC 268 Donald Russell  14 September 3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards 
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 1916  Killed in action age 24 in France 

PC 141 Harry George 

Wise 

26 September 

1916 

2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards 

Aged 26 died in the battle of the Somme 

PC 74 William Payne  

 

6 October 

1916 

3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards 

Died of Wounds age 25 in France 

PC 79 Frank James 

Joyce 

 

3 March 

1917 

 

3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Irish Guards 

Died aged 34 Grangegorman Military 

Cemetery, County Dublin, Ireland, which may 

indicate that he was wounded and sent home ot 

killed whilst serving in Ireland 

 

PC 85 Alfred James 

Weller  

 

3 May 1917 Household Battalion (2nd Life Guards) 

Died age 26 in France 

PC 269 Charles 

Henry Childs 

 

2 December 

1917 

2nd Battalion Royal Berkshire Regiment  

Died aged 29 Western Front 

PC 214 Harry 

Noakes 

 

9 August 

1918 

Sergeant Hampshire Regiment 15th (Hampshire 

Yeomanry) Battalion killed in France aged 28 

PC 208 William 

Henry George 

Fortman 

 

18 October 

1918 

1st Mountain Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery 

Died age 28 in India 

PC 86 Thomas 

Turner 

22 August 

1924 

 

Killed on duty age 42 having been hit by a 

motor car in Windlesham 

PC 248 William 

Thomas Herrett 

Kingôs Police Medal 

for Gallantry 

22 October 

1928 

PC Herret was run down when stopping a 

runaway horse and dustcart in Bagshot as the 

children were leaving school. PC Herrett threw 

his bicycle down and grabbed the reigns of the 

horse in an attempt to stop it but lost his footing 

on the wet road and was run over by the cart. 

He had served in the Grenadier Guards during 

the First World War when he was gassed. As a 

result of his actions he was awarded the Kingôs 
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Police Medal and Carnegie Heroes Trust 

Certificate posthumously. Age 33 

 

PC 227 Albert 

William Harrison 

17 February 

1932 

PC Harrison died as a result of being run down 

whilst on his bicycle on the London to Brighton 

Road at Crawley age 27 

 

PC 240 Herbert 

George Smeed 

18 March 

1934 

Age 47 died as a result of injuries caused by 

being knocked down by a motorcar on the Hogs 

Back. Was 25 in July 1912 when he joined 

Surrey Constabulary and served in the First 

World War  

PC 3 Norman 

Croxton 

February 

1940 

Age 25, died as a result of injuries received in a 

RTA in Leatherhead Road Ashtead. PC Croxton 

was killed riding a motorcycle. 

 

PC 122 William 

Harold Storey 

16 

November 

1941 

 

PC Storey age 35,was run over on his bicycle 

by a taxi during the blackout in Churt 

PWRC George 

Henry Dalton 

(Police War Reserve 

Constable) 

 

Died 27 

December 

1942 

Died in a collision with a Canadian army 

vehicle in Church Road Ash on the 17 

December 1942 when cycling home from Ash 

Police Station, age 40 

 

Junior Police Clerk 

Robert Frank 

Clutterbuck  

(Cadet) 

7 April 

1943 

RAF: Sergeant (Wireless Operator /Air Gunner) 

Lancaster 111 100 Squadron 

 Died age 20 crashed near the churchyard at 

Rentrish, near Saarbrucken 

 

PC 350 Clive 

ñNibbsò Millward 

 

25 April 

1943 

RAF: Flying Officer in the Royal Air Force 

Volunteer Reserve on No 241 Squadron flying 

Hurricane IIC HV732 over North Africa aged 
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32 

 

PC 13 George 

Herbert Cone 

ñBillyò 

 

15 May 

1943 

RAF: Killed in a flying accident in North Wales 

as Pilot Officer (Nav.U/T.) of the Royal Air 

Force Volunteer Reserve No 27 O.T.U. based at 

Litchfield in Staffs. He was the trainee 

navigator on Wellington Bomber X3785. 

Aged 24 

 

PC 382 Wilfred 

Harold James 

Pickard  

 

29 June 

1943 

RAF: Flying Officer Royal Air Force Volunteer 

Reserve No 424 Squadron killed aged 26. 

Missing on operations as a navigator on a 

Wellington aircraft, which failed to return he 

was presumed dead. Based in Tunisia 

 

PC 348 Herbert 

Alfred Sparrow 

 

3 August 

1943 

RAF: Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve No 

115 Squadron bomb aimer  

Died age 26 Lancaster on operations over 

Germany failed to return. Believed shot down 

by night fighter & crashed into the sea off the 

port of Wilhelmshaven 

 

Junior Police Clerk 

Cecil Arthur 

Maskell 

20 October 

1943 

 

RAF: Sergeant (Nav.) Royal Air Force 

Volunteer Reserve, No166 Squadron. Died age 

20; Lancaster 3 target Leipzig All members of 

the crew were killed and buried in Berlin 

 

PC 321 Ronald 

Morrish  

 

6 November 

1943 

RAF: Flying Officer (Nav.) Royal Air Force 

Volunteer Reserve with No. 138 (Special 

Duties) Squadron age 23. Special Operations 

Executive Operation Tom 6 and set course for 

France. Crashed near Liesse, 9½ miles north-

east of Laon 

 

PC 388 James 3 December RAF: Pilot Officer (Pilot) RAFVR No 619 
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Francis Ward  

 

1943 Squadron age 24. ñPilot Officer Ward is 

missing as a result of air operations on the night 

2/3 December 1943 when a Lancaster aircraft of 

which he was captain set out to bomb Berlin 

and failed to returnò. Hit by flak north of 

Magdeburg and burst into flames.  As the 

crew prepared to bale out, the aircraft exploded 

 

PC 390 Cyril Arthur 

Wakley  

 

20 January 

1944 

RAF: Pathfinder: Pilot Officer  (Pilot) 

Lancaster 3 RAVR No 97 Squadron Died aged 

26. Killed in air operations with the RAF over 

Germany and is buried in the Berlin 1939-1945 

War Cemetery. Believed crashed at 

Zahrensdorf, 3½ miles east-north-east of 

Boizenburg, a largish town on the north bank of 

the Elbe, about 31¼ miles 

south-east of Hamburg 

 

PC 35 Leonard John 

Gould  

 

1 March 

1944 

 

Trooper No 46th Royal Tank Regiment, R.A.C 

died age 28. PC Gould died from his wounds 

whilst in enemy hands central Mediterranean 

theatre of war. Wife Margery was a WPC in 

Surrey Constabulary. 

 

PC 209 John 

Raymond Bathe 

 

25 April 

1944 

RAF: Flight Sergeant (Bomb Aimer) 

RAFVR No 76 Squadron 

Died age 30 Halifax 111. On return to base, 

from operation over Karlsruhe the aircraft was 

shadowed by an intruder and 

shot down 0420 near Welney, 7 miles 

southwest of Downham Market.  The dead 

of the crew are buried various UK cemeteries 

 

PC 214 Norman 

Horace Edwards  

 

9 July 1944 Trooper Royal Armoured Corps  

ñEò Army Delivery Squadron 

Died age 25. Buried in the Rome War Cemetery 
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having been killed in a motor accident in the 

Central Mediterranean Theatre of War 

 

PC 235 Joseph 

Ronald Muncaster  

 

4 October 

1944 

Gunner 17 Field Regt. Royal Artillery  

Died age 28 killed in Italy as a result of a battle 

accident 

 

Junior Police Clerk 

Arthur Heming  

 

7 December 

1944 

Sub-Lieutenant (A) 763 Squadron 

Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve age 19. HMS 

Nightjar was the Operational Training Unit for 

the Fleet Air Arm. Here, new aircrew would 

learn about deck landings. 'Missing, presumed 

killed'; probably aircraft went down into the 

sea. 

 

PC 202 Edward 

Alfred (Ted) Hines  

 

19 February 

1945 

RAF: Killed on service with the RAF in a flying 

accident as Aircraftsman 2nd Class (Pilot U/T) 

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. PC Hines 

was age 29. Buried in Bulawayo (Athlone) 

Cemetery 

 

PC 109 Frederick 

Charles Collis  

 

3 March 

1945 

RAF Sergeant (Flight Engineer)  

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, with No70 

Squadron. Liberator aircraft in which he was 

flying crashed on route to a target in northeast 

Italy 

 

Junior Police Clerk 

Victor Thomas 

Herrett 

12th March 

1949 

 

Aged 19 Grenadier Guards killed in action in 

Malaya. Patrol ambushed in the Sungei Jeloh 

valley near Kajang, 15 miles south of Kuala 

Lumpur Victor was the son of PC Herrett KPM 

who was killed whilst on duty 1929. 
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PC 257 Frederick 

James Stevens  

 

10 July 

1960 

Fatally injured in a road accident on the 10 July 

1960 when police car overturned Broadford 

Road Shalford. 

PC Stanley Charles 

Cross 

24 

November 

1961 

PC Cross was killed in a road accident possibly 

on the old Godalming Division. (See also 

Robert Cross his son who died in a later 

accident on duty). Two officers were on patrol 

in a police car, which left the road in 1960. PC 

Cross died of cancer as a direct result of the 

collision. 

 

PC Stanley Charles 

Cross 

24 

November 

1961 

PC Cross was killed in a road accident possibly 

on the old Godalming Division. (See also 

Robert Cross his son who died in a later 

accident on duty). Two officers were on patrol 

in a police car, which left the road in 1960. PC 

Cross died of cancer as a direct result of the 

collision. 

 

PC 900 William 

Wood  

 

19 

December 

1966 

Age 27. PC Wood hit a lorry on the 19 

December 1966 after he had pulled out of Star 

Lane, Ash on his police motorcycle and rode 

north on Shawfield Road. 

PC 776 Philip 

Morgan  

 

25 October 

1969 

Age 24. Death followed a motorcycle accident 

Bull Hill Leatherhead. He was a Traffic 

motorcyclist on duty. 

PC 891 John 

Schofield  

 

6 July 1974 Age 27. PCs Schofield and Fullalove with PS 

Findlay were on patrol in Caterham in the early 

hours of the morning. At about 3.50 a.m. they 

saw a man carrying a large holdall and decided 

to stop him. PC Fullalove started to get out of 

the car when the man dropped the bag and drew 

a gun, shooting the PC in the stomach. The man 

then went around to the front of the car to the 

driverôs side and shot dead PC Schofield. PC 

Findlay was shot in the arm, more serious injury 

being avoided by the bullet deflecting off his 

pocket book in his breast pocket. The gunman 
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ran away with PS Findlay in pursuit but he was 

unable to catch him due to his injury. The two 

wounded officers made a full recovery. 

Sergeant Findlay received the Queenôs 

Commendation for Brave Conduct. Six days 

later, on the day of PC Schofieldôs funeral Egon 

Von Bulow was arrested for his murder and was 

later sentenced to life imprisonment  

PC 16 Robert 

George Cross  

 

14 July 

1977 

Age 33 died in a road accident on the Churt to 

Hindhead Road on duty in a panda car on his 

own when he ñrolledò the car on a very rural 

road. 

PC Bernard Francis 

Warren 

 

17 April 

1984 

Age 36. Died in a road accident in Ottershaw on 

his way home from work. He was a Traffic 

officer at HTC and was returning home on a 

motorcycle when he hit a car near Ottershaw 

and was killed. Mrs warren was on the police 

staff at Woking. 

 

PC 1314 Daniel 

Glover  

 

4 June 1984 Age 26 PC Danny Glover died in a road 

accident on the 4 June 1984 on route to a call 

for urgent assistance from a colleague. O n his 

way from Guildford to Godalming to answer a 

call for assistance at a fight.  Husband of a 

serving police officer 

 

PC 542 Christopher 

Cooper  

 

17 April 

1992 

Age 31: Killed in a road accident whilst on 

route to an emergency. He was riding a police 

motor cycle when killed. 

 

   

Surrey 

Constabulary 

1 January 

1993  

Became Surrey Police but these officers 

served in the Surrey Constabulary 

Inspector Alan 

Craggs 

1 January 

1994 

Age 40 Killed in a road traffic accident 

returning home after work 

PC 674 Roger John Died 6 Age 36:  Killed on motorcycle patrol, while 
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Appendix M 

 

A Few Who Served 

 

Surrey Constabulary serving in the Military Police Corps 1915   10 

Avenall William PC KIA France First World War     11 

Franklin  

 

August 

1995 

attending an emergency incident; a car had 

pulled in to let him pass when another vehicle 

pulled out causing him to hit the central 

reservation of the A3 at Wisley, receiving fatal 

injuries. 

PC Nigel Paul 

Skinner 

Died 1 

March 2002 

Age 48: Travelling home from duty at Woking 

on the evening of 28th February, at 7.40 his 

motorcycle was in collision with a car at 

Chiddingfold 

PC 2239 Richard 

Gunn  

 

14 March 

2004 

Age 29. Possibly not a member of the Surrey 

Constabulary.  PC Gunn was killed while 

responding to an emergency call in Woking. 

His police vehicle was in collision with a van in 

Lightwater, and as a result the police car caught 

fire and he sustained fatal inquiries. 

PC 836 Stanley 

(Stan) Raymond 

Jones 

 

15 

September 

2005 

Age 39:  PC Jones was involved in a collision 

on the 7 January 2004 on the A246 at West 

Horsley.  He was on his way to HQ to attend a 

course.  He received severe head injuries and 

never regained consciousness. He died on the 

15 September 2005 aged 39 years. PC Jones 

started his career at Ash Police Office before 

moving to the Firearms Department and then 

Mobile Support.  He was last stationed with the 

Force Surveillance Team 
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Best Percy Surrey Constabulary wounded in France    12 

Bowd Percy PC Guildford Borough Police 1943 Control Commission 14 

Brown Robert PC Surrey Constabulary Royal Marine POW   16 

Bullen Henry Edward Surrey Constabulary Grenadier KIA   17 

Carragher Michael Police Constable MM Guildford Borough Police  18 

Chandler Wilfred Police Constable DFC Surrey Constabulary   21 

Cooper David Randolph Reigate Borough Police First World War   23 

Deacon William Police Constable Guildford Borough Police KIA  24 

Demount Reginald Police Constable Guildford Borough Police   26 

Emery Charles Police Sergeant MC MID Guildford Borough Police  29 

Evans SD Police Constable Guildford Borough Police    31 

Feasey Harry Police Sergeant Surrey Constabulary DCM MID  32 

Gascoyne Henry Police Constable DCM MID Guildford Borough KIA 34 

Gater Watford Estough French Medaille d'Honneur with bronze swords 38 

Goodwin Albert Police Sergeant Guildford Borough wounded 3 times  39 

Hall William served 24 years with one leg post First World War    47 

Harris Aubrey Police Constable Guildford Borough Police    48 

Hearne Cyril Police Constable BEM Surrey Constabulary    50 

Knight Robert Inspector Surrey Constabulary Khartoum   51 

Lawrence Reginald Reigate Borough Police died 1919   52 

Lawty Edwin Police Constable KPM Guildford Borough Police   58 

Lewes Sidney Surrey Constabulary 13 year old soldier   69 

Lush James Surrey Constabulary Queenôs     73 

Macey Sidney Police Constable Guildford Borough Police    76 

Mann Harry Police Constable late Reigate Borough Police    78 

Manfield Arthur Detective Sergeant MID Guildford Borough Police  79 

Minter Henry Superintendent Surrey Constabulary     82 
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Parker William Reigate Borough Police MSM    88 

Punter Percy Police Constable MSM MID Guildford Borough Police 89 

Saltmarsh Leonard Police Constable DFC Bar Surrey Constabulary  90 

Skingley Jack Police Constable DFC Reigate Borough Police   92 

Stevens William Surrey Constabulary wounded in 1914   94 

Tanner Ernest Medaille d'Honneur with bronze swords   95 

Truelove Alexander Police Constable Guildford Borough Police   96 

Tuppen Walter Police Constable DCM Surrey Constabulary   99 

Turner Thomas Police Constable Surrey Constabulary killed on duty 100 

West Walter Henry First World War Military Foot Police    102  

Woods Eric Police Constable DFC and Bar Reigate Borough Police  104 

Yeend James Inspector Guildford Borough Police     109 
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Members of the Surrey Constabulary serving in the Military Police Corps 1915  

 

Runnegar MM, Bridger, Peet, Gater Medaille d'Honneur with bronze swords, Budd, 

Ryall, West, Sergeant Major Gibson, Tanner Medaille d'Honneur with bronze swords, 

Smithers (KIA) Tassell 

 

It is believed that there were about 50 Surrey Constabulary officers in the Military 

Police during the First World War. The combined losses of those killed in the three 

forces eas 19 in the First World War and 22 in the Second World War. 
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Police Constable 55 William Avenall  

Surrey Constabulary  

1st Battalion, The Queenôs (Royal West Surrey) Regt 

Died of Wounds aged 29 3 January 1916 

Father of six children 

 

PC Avenall served as Private L/8495 of the 1st Battalion, The Queenôs (Royal West 

Surrey) Regt. He died aged 29 and was the son of Edmond and Ada Avenall, of 

Bramley, Guildford and the husband of Alice Avenall, of Normandy Village, 

Guildford. He is buried in Woburn Abbey Cemetery, Cuinchy. He enlisted at 

Guildford. 

Age 24 

Height 5ô 11ò 

Complexion Pale 

Hair Dark Brown 

Eyes Brown 

Birth Place Gomshall 

 

Surrey Constable Dies of Wounds 

 

Amongst the Reservists who were called up when the war broke out was PC William Avenall Surrey 

County Constabulary who was for a considerable time stationed at Bletchingly before going to 

Normandy, near Guildford. He belonged to the 1st Royal West Surrey regiment (The Queenôs) and 

went to the front early taking part in the famous battle for Mons and other engagements. Then he fell 

with an attack of rheumatism. He was in hospital and subsequently returned to England. After his 

recovery he had to re-join his battalion at the front, and continued to take part in the heavy fighting 

until he was wounded recently. He succumbed to his wounds on January 17th. Avenall had many 

friends in Bletchingly and Godstone and they will be sorry to hear of his death. He was a native of 

Bramley near Guildford. He had been in the Surrey Constabulary nearly 5½ years and leaves a wife 

and six children.441 

 

 
441 Surrey Mirror 28 January 1916 
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William Avenall joined the Surrey Constabulary on 12th September 1910 aged 24, and 

was sworn in before H. A. Powell and R. L. Briscoe at Guildford on 16th September 

1910. His appointment number was 1570 and his collar number 55. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as Soldier having served with the Royal West Surrey 

Regiment for five years.  He was first stationed at Bletchingly before moving to 

Normandy and during his service he was promoted from 3rd class to 1st class 

Constable 

 

Police Constable Percy Howard Best 

Surrey Constabulary  

Corporal  

2nd Manchester Regiment 

 

On the 4 August 1914 at the outbreak of the war PC Percy Best joined up, but was 

discharged after being wounded and did not return to the Force. PC Best was the 

groom to Superintendent West at Oxted before being transferred to Tongham when he 

married in 1912. A picture of the mounted PC, which hung in Oxted police station, is 

now in the archive at Mount Browne.442 

 

 

PC Percy Best at Oxted about 1913 

 
442 Conversation between the granddaughter and John Molyneux May 2012 www.surrey-

constabulary.com 
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Percy Best joined the Surrey Constabulary as a member of the Army reserve 

following service in the 2nd Manchester Regiment. He had joined the army on the 14 

July 1903. When he was recalled to the Colours he was living at Rose Cottage, New 

Road, Tongham with his wife Marry Ellen Fuller whom he married on 26 October 

1912 at Oxted parish church. 

PC Best entered the theatre of war on 28 January 1915. On 20 March 1915 with a 

'bullet in back' entered No 8 Casualty Clearing Hospital, Ballieul in France. No major 

battle was taking place but continuous sniping and harassment by the enemy. He was 

awarded the Silver War Badge issued 1 March 1917 no 28059, given to wounded men 

unable to remain in the armed forces. Entitled to 1915 Star, Victory Medal and British 

War Medal.443 

 

 

 

From a local paper probably the Surrey Mirror about 1911 or 1912 

Police removals 

PC Percy Best who has been stationed at Oxted for some three years has left this 

week on transference to Tongham in the Farnham Division. Whilst at Oxted he 

discharged the duties of groom to Superintendent E. West at the Central Station. Mr 

Best is shortly to be married and his many friends at Oxted where he has won their 

respect by his attention to his duties, will wish him every happiness in his future 

career. His place at Oxted is to be taken by PC Harry Robinson from Tongham. 

 
443 From Barry Friend by email 20 August 2019 
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About 1915 ï Surrey Constable wounded: 

News has been received that Corporal P Best of the 2nd Manchester Regiment has 

been severely wounded in action in the recent fighting and is now in hospital in 

France. It is hoped to be able to remove him to England as soon as possible. Best is a 

constable in the Surrey County Constabulary and was at the Oxted station for a 

considerable time. He was called as a reservist. 

A Wounded Constable 

PC Best of the Surrey Constabulary has been invalided out of the army. He was in the 

Manchester Regiment and was a reservist when war broke out. He was attached to the 

Oxted Police Division when he was called up, and has been married only a short time. 

He was sent to the front with his regiment and was wounded in action in March, a  

Surrey Constabulary and has now been discharged. Considering the serious nature of 

his wound he was looking pretty well when he visited Oxted on Monday to renew the 

acquaintance of his comrades, and they hope he may eventually be restored to 

health.444 

However he did not have good health again. He was a founder member of the 

Comrades of the Great War at Oxted. This later became the British Legion and later 

The Royal British Legion. 

He died in September 1951 

 

Oxted about 1913 

 

 

444 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 24 July 1915 
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The officer in the centre of the picture is Superintendent H. West and the P.C. 

standing at the extreme left, is Percy Howard Best, the Superintendentôs groom (or 

more correctly, his horse's groom).  

 

Police Constable Percy Bowd  

Guildford Borough Police  

Second World War  

1943 Control Commision 

Magistrate and Chief Superintendent Osnabrook 

Possibly later Detective Inspector Surrey Constabulary  

 

PC P Bowd joined Guildford Borough Police on the 9th May 1927 having served for 

three years from 1924 in the Royal Horse Guards (Blues) and following a medical 

from Dr Milligan and an interview with the Chief Constable Mr Nicholas. He was 

then posted as a mounted branch officer in a section consisting of PS Arthur Brazier, 

PC Percy Punter, PC Jack Lock, PC Reg Demount, PC Bob Roberts and PC P Bowd. 

As the Borough could not afford its own horses these were hired from a Mrs Darling 

who kept a fine stable on the site now (1980s) occupied by Messrs Anglel   Son  and 

Grey (builders merchants)  known as Durlingôs Corner, Onslow Street. The horses 

were ridden into Laundry Lane where the Salvation Army band practiced and the 

horses were shod by Mr Ward the blacksmith.   

Before the first purchase of a motorcar, allowances were paid to a number of 

constables for the use of their motorcycles on emergency duties  and by the time the 

Morris van had been purchased PC Bowd had transferred to the CID as a van driver.  

In 1928 the CID consisted of Detective Sergeant Arthur Manfield, and Detective 

Constables CP Fountain and HE Stone. 

In 1928 PC Bowd was commended by the Coroner for attempting to rescue a would 

be suicide from drowning in the River Wey- from the road bridge at the bottom of the 

High Street and at night. Unfortuantely he was not succesful. 
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The strength of the force was 34 officers paid £3.13.6d a week. The night duty 

officers had to wake the early relief at approximately 0500 by banging on the ouside 

walls with their truncheons. It was also the responsibility of the night duty PC to 

check the first (workmanôs ) train each morning for suspects leaving the Borough by 

rail. (This was certainly still the practice in Dorking in the late 1960s). The same 

applied to the last train coming into the Borough each night.  

PC Bowd served in the CID from 1929 to 1943 when he went into the Army and 

served in Italy, Belgium and Germany where joined the Control Commission and 

acted as a magistrate in the lower courts. He was made a superintendent in the Control 

Commission and controlled the German CID in Osnabrook until the end of 1945. He 

was later promoted chief superintendent and posted to Hamburg where he prosecuted 

in the more serious crime cases. He remained in this post until he retired in 1950. It is 

possible he returned to what was now the Surrey Constabulary as a detective 

inspector. 445 

Police Constable 545 Robert (Bob) Brown 

Surrey Constabulary 

Royal Marine 

Prisoner of War Singapore 

The death of retired Police Constable 545 Robert (Bob) Brown occurred on Monday 

22 July 2019 at 99 years of age. He would have been 100 March 2020 

 

 
445 Surrey Mirror - Friday 20 January 1928 
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Robert Brown served in the Surrey Constabulary from 1948 and retired in 1975 whilst 

stationed at Haslemere. He then continued to work as the CID Office Manager at 

Godalming for a number of years. 

 

 

PC Brown served as a Royal Marine during World War II and was serving on HMS 

Prince of Wales when it was sunk in the South China Sea in 1941.  He survived this 

catastrophe, was rescued taken to Singapore, which then fell to the Japanese in 1942. 

He remained a prisoner of war from then until October 1945.  During that time he was 

forced to work on the infamous Burma Railway.   It is a tribute to his indomitable 

spirit that he overcame these challenges and survived to the grand age of 99. 
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PC 257 Henry Edward Thomas Bullen 

Surrey Constabulary 

26 October 1914 

1st Battalion Grenadier Guards 

Killed 26 October 1914 age 30 

446 

A Policemanôs Death 

Served as Private 12378 in the 1st Battalion Grenadier Guards and is buried in 

Zantvoorde British cemetery. PC Bullen was the son of Thomas and Mary Bullen. 

Henry was born at Walmer in Kent enlisting at Canterbury. 

Henry Bullen joined the Surrey Constabulary on 11th November 1912 and was sworn 

in on 29th November 1912 at Guildford aged 28 before Col. Ricardo and Capt. 

Briscoe. His appointment number was 1642 and his collar number 257. At the time of 

his appointment he gave his trade as Grocerôs Assistant, although he had previously 

served with the Grenadier Guards for seven years from 28th September 1905 to 27th 

September 1912.He was first stationed at Dorking later moving to Effingham and 

during his service was promoted from 3rd class to 1st class Constable. 

 
446 http://www.surreycommunity.info/effinghamparishcouncil/local-history/research-projects/3-

effingham-in-wartime/effingham-ww1-memorial/effww1mem-bullen/ 
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The announcement has been received of the death at the Front of Private Henry 

Bullen 2nd Company, 1st Grenadiers. Bullen until he was called up was a member of 

the Surrey Constabulary; he was stationed at Dorking for some time and was then 

transferred to Effingham where he was at the time he was recalled to the Colours. He 

was of a nice genial disposition, and popular with his colleagues in the Dorking 

Division who have heard of his death with sincere sorrow.  Bullen was a native of 

Deal and was unmarried,. There are now three other men of the Dorking Police 

Division at the Front viz: PCs Cooke, Childs and Garwood.447 

A member of a family long connected with Walmer, and son of an old Channel pilot, 

who went afloat in the lugger Cosmopolite, Pte. Bullen served 7 years in the 1st 

Battalion Grenadier Guards. He was for a time parade inspector at Walmer, and when 

recalled to his regiment for the war, was in the Surrey Constabulary, and about to be 

married. 

 

Parents: 1911 census: 

 

No. 52, York Road, Walmer, Kent: PRO Ref: RG14 RD64 SD4 ED10 SN135 

 Thomas Bullen: head: mar: 61: boatman: Walmer, Kent 

Mary Bullen: wife: mar: 63: ---: Deal, Kent 

Frederick Bullen: son: unmarried: 21: general labourer: Walmer, Kent 

 

 

Police Constable 26 Michael Hugh Robert Carragher  

Guildford Borough Police  

Irish Guards Second World War  

Military Medal  

Major, Queenôs Regiment 

Attached Royal Military Police  

Provost Marshal 

 

1933 PC Leahy: In 1933 when the Borough were authorised to increase their strength 

Mr Leahy applied and was the only one out of twenty to pass Dr Milliganôs medical. 

On the 18 March 1933 he reported for duty in North Street with three other recruits 

PC 26 Carragher, PC 41 Parsons and PC 42 Almond. The numbers were allocated on 

 
447 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 28 November 1914 
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the basis of first come first served as traditionally the lower the number the more 

senior you were. Annual leave was allocated by seniority and so the higher the 

number the lower you were on the list which meant for Bill that for his first two years 

of leave he never saw the sun.  

Military Medal, CARRAGHER 448 

Carragher No 2716755 Lance Sergeant Michael 2 Battalion Irish Guards 

During the withdrawal action through Boulogne Sergeant Carragher was continuously 

with the forward Bren guns and anti-tank rifles of his company. Despite intense 

enemy fire he displayed the greatest contempt of personal danger and by his 

imperturbable spirit kept up the courage of his men. Throughout the day his behaviour 

was cool as if he had been on a barrack square, and there is no doubt he played a large 

part in delaying for so long the enemyôs advance.449 

2716755 Lance Sgt Carragher's MM was gazetted 20 December 1940 in London Gazette 

number 35020 supplement 7199 when with the 2 Battalion Irish Guards 

174125 2Lt Michael Hugh Robert Carragher was commissioned into the Queens 22 

February1941 with a Regular Army Emergency Commission. Gazetted 35091 Page 1279 

dated 3 March 1941  

30 September 1941 he was reported as dangerously ill on Casualty list No 630. 

3 June1947 he was promoted to Acting Major. 

 

6064 SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE, 5 DECEMBER 1950 

INFANTR:  ' The Queen's R. Hon. Maj. Michael Hugh Robert CARRAGHER, M.M. 

(174125) (late Emergency Commission.), to be Capt., 6th Dec. 1950, retaining the 

hon. rank of Maj.450 

Tony Collman:  Lance-Sergeant M. Carragher, 2nd Battalion, Irish Guards medals 

were sold for, it was £1,800 17 May 2016451 

A fine B.E.F. 1940 M.M. group of six awarded to Lance-Sergeant M. Carragher, 2nd 

Battalion, Irish Guards, who was decorated for his gallantry during the Battle of 

Boulogne on 23 May 1940, where his behaviour in action against the advancing 

German army was described as being óas cool as if he had been on the Barrack 

Squareô: subsequently commissioned in the Queenôs Regiment, he also served as a 

Provost Marshal prior to his retirement as a Major  

 

Military Medal: London Gazette 20 December 1940. The original recommendation - 

 
448 The Times, June 17, 1940 
449 http://www.ww2guards.com/ww2guards/AWARDS_A_-

_C/Pages/CARRAGHER,_MICHAEL,_M.M.,_2IG.html#0 
450 Dee Hutchinson surreyinfmuseum@btconnect.com 
451 https://www.the-saleroom.com/fr-fr/auction-catalogues/dixnoonanwebb/catalogue-id-dix-

no10020/lot-d7a6c9e8-3a42-401c-9d69-a5fb00b57f43 
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submitted by Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. Haydon, Commanding 2nd Battalion, Irish 

Guards - states:  óBoulogne, 23 May 1940: During the withdrawal action through 

Boulogne, Sergeant Carragher was continuously with the forward Bren guns and anti-

tank rifles of his company. Despite intense enemy fire Sergeant Carragher displayed 

the greatest contempt of personal danger and by his imperturbable spirit, kept up the 

courage of his men. He personally supplied his Bren guns with ammunition, 

organised reliefs on the guns and exchanges of guns when those in action became 

jammed or otherwise unserviceable.  

Throughout the day his behaviour was as cool as if he had been on the Barrack 

Square. There is no doubt that he played a large part in delaying for so long the 

enemy's advance.ô 

Michael Carragher was recalled to the Colours in November 1939, direct from his 

duties as a Police Constable in Guildford Borough Police. Appointed a Lance-

Sergeant in the 2nd Battalion, Irish Guards, he was embarked with the B.E.F. and won 

his M.M. at Boulogne in May 1940, which distinction he received at a Buckingham 

Palace investiture held in September 1941.   

Meanwhile, he had been selected for a commission - he was appointed a 2nd 

Lieutenant in the Queenôs Regiment on passing out of Sandhurst in February 1941 - 

and he was attached to the Royal Military Police as a Provost Marshal in Glasgow. 

Subsequently embarked for North Africa, he served likewise in Italy and ended the 

War as a Major in the Allied Control Commission at Trieste; sold with a pair of 

original Buckingham Palace investiture admittance tickets, together with a copy of 

Dunkirk and After, by Gordon Beckles, in which the recipient receives due 

recognition for his gallantry at Boulogne. 

The below is part of a note written by a former Guildford Borough Police colleague in 

the possession of Robert Bartlett. 

Military Provost Staff Corps  

From Richard Callaghan BA (Hons) Curator Royal Military Police Museum 

Irish Guards, later Provost Officer. Awarded the Military Medal Serving with the 

Irish Guards. Discharged to commission. London Gazette 35091, page 1279, 3 March 

1941. The under mentioned Cadets from Sandhurst, 162, 167 and 168 OCTU's to be 

2/Lt's except as otherwise stated, 22 February 1941 The Queens Regiment. Michael 

Hugh Robert Carragher MM (174125). Served 180 and 183 Pro Coy (Ports) 1944 452 

 

 
452  http://www.corpsofmilitarypolice.org/soldier/24556 

 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com
http://www.corpsofmilitarypolice.org/soldier/24556/


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com  

 

 697 

Before 1954, the Military Police did not have Officer of its own, and Provost Officers 

remained badged to their original parent Regiments. 

 

Police Constable Wilfred St. G Chandler  

Distinguished Flying Cross 

Surrey Constabulary retired as Police Sergeant  

Flight Lieutenat RAFVR  

Medals shown as for sale, Second World War Photographic Reconnaissance Unit 

pilotôs Mediterranean theatre D.F.C. group of seven medal awarded to Flight 

Lieutenant W. St. G. Chandler, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, who flew nearly 

90 solo missions in unarmed, stripped-down P.R.U. Spitfires, and latterly Mosquito 

aircraft. 

Wilfred St. George CHANDLER (141356), RAFVR 680 Squadron London Gazette 2 

January 1945 Distinguished Flying Cross, 1939-45 Star; Africa Star; Italy Star; 

Defence and War Medals; Police Exemplary Service Medal, E.II.R. (Sergeant.)  

D.F.C. London Gazette 2 January 1945. (The original recommendation states: ñThis 

pilot completed an operational tour in eleven months, flying 86 sorties amounting to 

300 hours. These missions over Greece, Crete, the Dodecanese and Cyclades entailed 

long hours in a single engine unarmed aircraft, and often a complete front as high as 

35,000 feet was encountered but with determination this pilot continued to his target. 

 

On one occasion he was intercepted by a twin-engine enemy aircraft, which he 

evaded. He continued his mission and was then attacked by two Me. 109s. These he 

also evaded and returned to base. On another sortie he was again attacked by a twin-

engine enemy aircraft over Thera. He managed to break away from this enforced 

combat and continued his sortie, returning to base with valuable and detailed visual 

information of Candia harbour. 

He is recommended for the honour of the Distinguished Flying Cross.ô 

Wilfred St. George Chandler, who enlisted in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 

in September 1941, commenced pilot training at No. 29 E.F.T.S. in January 1942 and 

qualified for his ñWingsò at No. 22 E.F.T.S. at Thornhill exactly one year later. 

Commissioned as a Pilot Officer, he was posted to the Middle East and attended No. 

74 Operational Training Unit, gaining flying experience on Hurricanes and Spitfires, 

prior to being sent to No. 680 (P.R.) Squadron. Given the importance of a pilotôs high 

altitude capabilities if he was to be at all effective in a Photographic Reconnaissance 

Unit unarmed Spitfire, Chandler was quickly assessed in a decompression chamber, 
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and, showing no óevidence of bendsô and good óeustachian clearageô, he went 

operational four days later, flying a mission to Candia on 17 September 1943.  

As evidenced by his Flying Log Books and D.F.C. recommendation, over the next 

eleven months he was constantly on active service, flying nearly 90 solo operational 

sorties. And nor were prowling enemy aircraft the only danger, his entries making 

mention of intense flak opposition at several ñtargetsò. In June 1944, he started to fly 

his first missions in Mosquito aircraft, in addition to Spitfires, and it was not until the 

end of July 1944 that he completed his last sortie to Greece. Chandler returned to the 

U.K. in October 1944 and served as an instructor at assorted training units for the 

remainder of the War. 

Tony Forward: ñWilfred St. George Chandler was a uniformed Sergeant at Reigate 

when he retired in 1965.  I took over his house (and job) in Homesdale Road, 

Reigate.ò  

Police Constable 2 DôArcy Randolph Cooper  

Reigate Borough Police 

Military Foot Police Lance Corporal 

Called up 22 June 1915 demobilised 22 August 1919 re-joined Reigate Borough 

Police 8 August 1919 

Born c1890, and dying in Surrey in the 2nd Quarter of 1965. He is listed in the 

electoral registers for Reigate after the War. 

Reigate Policeman Dislikes Shell Fire453 

Lance Corporal D.R. Cooper of the M.F. Police, prior to enlistment was a member of the Reigate 

Borough Force. He now patrols a beat ñsomewhere in France,ò and it truthfully can be said in his case 

ñwhen a constabulary duty is to be done the policemanôs lot is not a happy one.ò He writes cheerfully 

to police constable Shaw to remind his old colleague he has not gone west, and adds: ñI have been to 

several towns since I have been out here, and have seen a bit of the country. I cannot say I care for as I 

do dear old Englandé. We are in the thick of things here, only 20 minutes walk from the firing line, 

and under shell fire all the time. I can assure you it made me jump the first shell I had over me, but I 

am getting more used to them. Still, they want some getting used to, I can tell you. I had six over me 

the first night. I was on duty and one was pretty close enough to be uncomfortable. This place is all in 

ruins. The church is a perfect wreck; it was a lovely building before the bombarded it.  

 

We have a very comfortable billet in an empty house. The people left most of the furniture. We have a 

drawing room etc., also a gramophone, which helps to pass the time away. Of course all the records are 

French, but some of them are very good. 

 

 
453 Surrey Mirror 7 December 1915 from Henry Pelham 16 August 2019  
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We have twelve men here all civil policemen under a sergeant from the Metropolitan. We get plenty of 

good food; in fact, I dare say we live better than most of the people at home for I hear foodstuffs are 

very dear. 

 

How is Reigate looking? I should like to see the old place again. 

 

Lawrence (PC Reigate Borough Police) is about 16 miles further back from where I am. I think he 

would much rather be up a little nearer, but he is better where he is. We are having fairly decent 

weather here, but the trenches are a wee bit muddy. Still all the boys seem very cheerful, you seldom 

here them complain.ò 

 

Police Constable 14 William George Deacon 

Guild ford Borough Police 

Killed in Action 14 September 1914 age 23 

Coldstream Guards 

Another policeman wounded. News has been received that PC William George 

Deacon of the Borough Police Force who went to the front with the Coldstream 

Guards has been wounded. The nature of the wound is not yet known.454 

Served as Private 8903 in the 1st Battalion Coldstream Guards and was killed in action 

in France, and is remembered on the La Ferte-Sous-Jouarre Memorial. 

PC Deacon joined the Guildford Borough on 15 November 1913 aged 22 and was 

sworn in at Guildford on 19th January 1914. His collar number was 14. At the time of 

his appointment he gave his trade as a Soldier with 1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards 

where he had served for three years He resigned to join the Colours on 4th August 

1914 just as the war began, enlisting in Croydon and giving his residence as Ash, Nr 

Martock, Somerset. 

Age 22 

Height 6ô 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Blue 

Birth Place East Grinstead, Sussex 

 

 
454 Surrey Advertiser - Monday 19 October 1914 
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The Battle of the Marne took place over 4 days from 5 September; the battle upon 

which the fate of France depended; a battle of retreat and advance.  

La Ferte-sous-Jouarre is a small town 66 kilometres to the east of Paris, and the 

Memorial is situated in a small park on the south bank of the River Marne, just off the 

main road to Paris. The Memorial Register is kept at the Town Hall. The La Ferte-

sous-Jouarre Memorial commemorates nearly 4,000 officers and men of the British 

Expeditionary Force who died in August, September and the early part of October 

1914 and who have no known grave. (CWGC site) 

Additional research by Phil Badham 

William George Deacon was born on 9 February 1891 to William and Emily, and was baptised on 26 

April that year in East Grinstead, Sussex. At the time the family were living at 38 Lower Glenvue 

Road, in East Grinstead, and were still there in the 1901 census. By then, three other children had been 

born to make the Deacons a family with eight children. At the time of the 1911 census William, aged 

18, was at Victoria Barracks, Victoria Street, Windsor, having joined the Coldstream Guards. On 8 

January 1913 he married Mary Alice Jetten at St George's, Hanover Square, London.  

 

He joined the Guildford Borough Police, on 15 November that year, as Police Constable 14, and was 

sworn in by the Local Mayor in Guildford on 19 January 1914. There is no other information about his 

Police service in the Police records as on 4 August 1914, at the outbreak of the First World War, he 

resigned from the Force and re-joined the Coldstream Guards, serving with the 1st Battalion.  

 

On 4 August 1914 the battalion was stationed at Aldershot as part of the 1st (Guards) Brigade of the 1st 

Division. It was mobilised for war and moved to France as part of the British Expeditionary Force. The 

battalion saw action on the Western Front in 1914, including the Battle of Mons & the subsequent 

retreat, the Battles of the Marne and the Aisne, and the First Battle of Ypres. William was killed in 

action on 14th September 1914. The War Diary for the 1st Battalion for that day states they were in 

action at the Battle of the Aisne, the river Aisne being situated in North Eastern France. The Diary 

states "The battalion acted as advanced guard to the Division and was directed to move north over high 

ground between Vendresse and Paissy, finally reaching and taking Cerny-en-Laonnois from which a 

retirement was ordered after dusk. Withdrew behind (south of) Vendresse during the night" The action 

that day cost the Battalion 11 other ranks killed, 10 officers and 180 other ranks wounded and 1 officer 

and 162 other ranks missing.  

 

At first William was posted as wounded and then later as missing but subsequently was presumed 

killed. The Surrey Advertiser newspaper of 15 May 1915 published an article, which stated he had 

been posted as missing on 14 September 1914.  
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It mentioned ñone of his friends, [Private] Golding, also of the Coldstream Guards, who was now on 

sick furlough, had reported that: "At 7.30 on the morning of September 14th, the company was ordered 

to advance up a narrow gully to the heights above the Aisne, to hold the hill close to the village of 

Vendresse. There was no supporting artillery and as the men arrived at the top they were simply shot 

downò.  

 

Private Deacon was shot and killed instantaneously. Private Golding and several others were taken 

prisoners but subsequently they overpowered their guard and escaped. Those who were left on the field 

that night were stripped of all papers and of their identification discs, so that when three days later, the 

burying party was sent to fetch them away, they could not be identified. Fortunately, Private Golding 

was one of the burying party and he knew and was able to identify several, among them including 

Private Deacon.  

 

The men were buried in the churchyard at Vendresse. In spite of their seeming failure, this hill was 

never lost, so Private Golding says, until it was finally handed over to the French when the British 

troops left the Aisne valley, so that the lives given so nobly were not given in vain. Private Deacon 

leaves a widow and little son". William was aged 23.  

 

Records of the Army Register of Soldiers' Effects of 1919 shows that William left to his wife a total of 

£12 3s 6d which included a £5 army gratuity. He is commemorated on the La Ferte-Sous-Jouarre 

Memorial, Seine-et-Marne, France, which is 66km east of Paris, which displays the names of 3,740 

officers and men of the BEF who fell in the battles of Mons, Le Cateau, the Marne and the Aisne 

during August to October 1914.  

 

 

 

Police Constable Reginald George Marenza Demount 

Guildford Borough Police 

First World War  

Driver/Saddler Royal Army Service Corps 
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PC Truelove and PC Demount Guildford Borough also recalled to the Colours ï 

not sure which is which 

 
Guildford Borough date unknown PC Truelove and PC Demount 

The Police Force return to the Colours455 

 

The Guildford Borough Police Force have sent nine men. They were Police 

Constables Demount, ASC (Aldershot) Manfield RGA Sandown; Goodwin; Yeend; 

Deacon and HJ Gascoyne Coldstream Guards (Chelsea); Macey Scots Guards (The 

Tower) and Lawty Queen Bays (Monmouth). The ninth member PC Brazier is at 

 
455 Surrey Advertiser Saturday 8 August 1914 
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present sick. Their colleagues not on duty accompanied them to the railway station on 

Wednesday morning and gave them a hearty send off. Owing to the shortness of time 

some of the unmarried officers were unable to visit their homes before re-joining. 

 

Medal card of Demount, Reginald G M Corps: Army Service Corps 456 

Reference: WO 372/5/242705 Medal card of Demount, Reginald G M 

Corps Regiment No Rank 

Army Service Corps T/180(Incomplete) Driver/Saddler 

Army Service Corps T/180(Incomplete) Acting Serjeant 

From the Internet Family History site: 

Margaret Winifred Eastham was born on 31 October 1889 in Guildford, Surrey, 

England. She married Edwin Arthur James, son of Phillip Aine James and Fanny 

Sarah Williams, in 1915 in Guildford, Surrey, England. Margaret received a war 

gratuity of £5 11s 11d for herself and little Mary on 11 March 1919.  Her 

husband Edwin died on 23 October 1918 in France.  

She married Reginald G Demount in 1921 in Guildford, Surrey, England.6 Her 

husband Reginald died in 1950 Surrey.  She died in 1974 in Manchester, Lancashire, 

England.8 

Family 1 Edwin Arthur James b. 1889, d. 23 Oct 1918 

o Child Mary Eileen James b. 20 Nov 1918 

Family 2 Reginald G Demount b. c 1887, d. 1950 457 

  

1935 December: The Chief Constable reported to the Watch Committee that on the 8 

August last, members of the force had been instrumental in the arrest of a man for 

murder  who at Winchester Assizes had been sentenced to death. The judge 

commended members of the force.  Inspector Walter Yeend, DS Harold Stone, PC 

Aubrey Harris, PC John Taylor, PC Reginald Demount, PC James Rook and PC 

George Thayer458 

Richard Callaghan Curator Royal Military Police Museum 459 

Reginald George Marenza Demount is the only R Demount awarded campaign 

medals. He was a Driver/Saddler in the Royal Army Service Corps (No T/18023). 

 
456 https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/D6243963 
457 http://www.greathead.org/Wonersh2-o/p1239.htm 
458 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
459 Email Robert Bartlett 22 July 2019 
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The following reference in the British Newspaper Archive to an arrest made by PC 

Demount in 1932 indicates that PC Demount re-joined the Guildford Borough Police 

after the War. 

Alleged Theft From Motor Car. Arrest Near Guildford  

... produced. After the mail left witness found the suitcase (Product-I) open, and most 

of the contents were on the floor. Reginald Demount stated that at 10.30 p.m. on 

Saturday. January 2nd, he saw the prisoner in High Street near the Trinity Hospital.  

Police Sergeant Charles Arthur Emery 

Guildford Borough Police 

Major and Adjutant  

Liverpool Regiment Milit ary Cross  

Mentioned in Despatches 

 

1911 census. Born Norwood, no date of birth, police constable living at 3, Grove 

Terrace, Guildford with wife, son and daughter.460 

Policeman Soldiers Police Sergeant Emery Guildford Borough Police 461 

 

 

 

Supplement To The London Gazette, 1 January 1918: T /Captain Charles Arthur 

Emery, Liverpool Regiment 

1918 New Year Honours (Military Cross): Temporary Capt. Charles Arthur Emery, 

Liverpool Reg. 

Supplement To The London Gazette, 16 August 1921 6546: Charles Arthur Emery, 

with seniority 10th Jan. 1919 

 
460 John Molyneaux 2o July 2019 
461 Surrey Advertiser-Wednesday 18 November 1914 
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The under mentioned late temporary Captains Service Battalion The Bang's R., to be t 

Capts. 1st July 1921: Major and Adjutant Charles Arthur Emery MC, MiD 462 

May 1918 Guildford: Lieutenant CA Amery, Kings Own Liverpool Regiment formerly station 

sergeant at the Guildford Borough Police station has been awarded the Military Cross and promoted 

Major.463 

 

 

 
 

The Chief Constable reported that ex-Sergeant CA Emery, formerly chief clerk of the force, has been 

promoted to the rank of major and had been awarded the Military Cross for bravery in the field.  

 

 
Surrey Advertiser 1 May 1918 

 

Police Constable Silas David Evans 

Guildford Borough Police 

First World War  

Lance Corporal  

Military Mounted Police 1916 

 

 
462 Barrie Friend 20 July 2019 to Robert Bartlett 
463 West Sussex Gazette 02 May 1918 
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February 1916: Two more members of the Guildford Police Force PCs SD Evans and 

AA Truelove, have now donned khaki, having been appointed lance corporals in the 

Military Mounted Police.464  

 

Richard Callaghan RMP Museum 465 

No P3028 was Lance Corporal S Evans (almost certainly S D Evans) ï 

Surname: Evans   

Initials:  S.   

Rank:   Lance Corporal Army No.: P/3028   

Notes:  MMP. Awarded the Victory and War Medals. First served abroad Egypt 5 

September 1916 having enlisted in the MMP 9 December 1915, age 25 years, 

occupation Police Constable Borough Police Guildford, home address: Preswyfla, 

Grandison Street, Briton Ferry, Glamorgan.  

Attested 9 December 1915  

Army Reserve 10 December 1915 to 7 February 1916 

Home 8 February 19 16 to 4 September 1916  

6 June 1916 Tried by DCM at Aldershot, when on active service, drunkenness, awarded 42 

days detention reduced by 12 days by GOC Aldershot 5 July 1916 

Egypt & Salonika Expeditionary Force 5 September 1916 to 15 March 1919  

He served in Salonika 18 October 1916 to 14 September 1917 

6 September 1918 APM 10 Division Egypt, Severe Reprimand when on 3 September 1918 

when on active service "Neglect of Duty" tying his horse to a line and entering a canteen 

En Route 16 March 1919 to 1 April 1919 

Home 2 April 1919 to 1 May 1919, 

Class Z reserve 2 May1919.  

 

There are two letters in his army record, one from the Chief Constable Guildford 

asking for his army record, he had been thought to be drunk on duty but stated that he 

was suffering from Malaria, the second letter from MMP Aldershot stating he had 

never had Malaria and had twice been disciplined for drunkenness.  Note on his 

character sheet: This man is not to be depended on when he is detached for duty by 

himself. 

Police Sergeant Harry Douglas Feasey 

Surrey Constabulary  

Hampshire Regiment 

Distinguished Conduct Medal 

 
464 Surrey Advertiser 19 February 1916 Press cutting from Henry Pelham 
465 http://www.corpsofmilitarypolice.org/soldier/13652/ email to Robert Bartlett July 2019 
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Mentioned in Despatches 

Harry Douglas Feasey later a sergeant was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal 

second only to the Victoria Cross before joining the Surrey Constabulary after war 

service in 1919.466 

Born January 1894 Blackwater, Hants in 1901 lived in Blackwater; 1911 still in 

Blackwater; married February 1922 Camberley to Flora Sarah Clarke; 1925 birth of 

son Herbert John Feasey Reigate who died in1993; 1939 Police Constable living at 

No 1 Police Cottages, Frimley. Harry died March 1982 Elgin, Morayshire 

Military 1/4 Hants Regiment (Territorial Force); Cpl Reg No. 4/1239; 18 March 

1915: landed at Basra with 33rd Indian Brigade and remained in Mesopotamia and 

Persia for the rest of the war. Battalion HQ and one Company were captured at Kut-

el-Amara on 29 April 1916.467 

Colour Sergeant abbreviated to CSgt. Note he has two regimental numbers 4/2139 

signifies he was in the 4thBattalion. TF means Territorial Force. Then during the war 

it came about that a man would only have one number throughout his Army career 

hence the change then to 200323.468 

Mentioned in Despatches for Operation in Euphrates 26 June1915 ï 25 July 1915 

London Gazette 29536 dated 4 April 1916  

DCM  Awarded for the following: Edinburgh Gazette, 17April 1916: 2139 Corporal 

H. D. Feasey, l/4th Battalion, Hampshire Regiment, T.F.: ñFor conspicuous gallantry. 

He led his men with the greatest courage and coolness under heavy fire.' Acting 

CQMS No. 200323; 1915 Star/VM/BWM469 

Demobbed 1 July 1919 

1939 Polling Registry of Frimley Green470 

 

 

 
466 Off Beat April 1982 
467 Dee Hutchison Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum and QRS 18 September 2019 email information 

from Ancestry and London Gazette. 
468 Dee Hutchison Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum and QRS 18 September 2019 email information 

from Ancestry and London Gazette. 
469 Supplement To The Edinburgh Gazette, April 17, 1916 Page 733  
470 Dee Hutchison Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum and QRS 18 September 2019 email information 

from Ancestry and London Gazette. 
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Police Constable 23 Henry John Gascoyne  

Guildford Borough Police 

1st Battalion Coldstream Guards 

Company Sergeant Major 

Distinguished Conduct Medal Mentioned in Dispatches 

Killed in Action age 35 on the 1 January 1917 471 

PC Gascoyne served as a Sergeant number 3360 in the 1st Battalion Coldstream 

Guards and was awarded a Distinguished Conduct Medal a very high award for a 

non-commissioned officer. He was killed in action in France when aged 35 the son of 

John Henry Gascoyne, of Leamington, Warwickshire; husband of Nellie Elsie Yarnall 

(formerly Gascoyne), of Lloyds Bank Chambers, Henrietta St., London. PC Gascoyne 

was a former Constable, Guildford Police Force. He is buried in the Sailly-Saillisel 

British Cemetery He enlisted in Warwick having resigned from the Borough on 4th 

August 1914 as war broke out to join the Colours.  

He joined Guildford Borough on 22nd February 1907 aged 25, and was sworn in at the townôs police 

station before the Mayor J. Baker Esq. On 7th March 1907. His appointment number was 61 and his 

collar number 23. At the time of his appointment he gave his trade as Carpenter, although he had 

previously served for seven years with the Coldstream Guards. During his service he was promoted 

from 4th class to 1st class  

Constable. 

 

   

First photo has PCs HJ Gascoyne standing and sitting is PC J Gascoyne. Centre 

is Henry and on the right PC H Gascoyne.  Photo taken 29 November 1911 

Are they brothers? 

 

Age 25 

 
471 They Guarded Guildford Richard Ford 1969 
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Height 5ô 11 İò 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Brown 

Birth Place St Johns, Leamington, Warwickshire 

 

 

 

 

 

Policeman DCM472 

Sergt H J Gascoyne, 1st Coldstream Guards and a member of the Guildford Borough 

Police Force, is home from the front on 28 days leave, having had an attack of 

rheumatic fever, and suffering the effects of poisonous gas in the eyes. He has been at 

the front five months during which time he has acted as company sergeant major. He 

has seen a great deal of the fighting notably at Neuve Chapelle and Festubert, and a 

few months ago he was awarded the DCM for among other things, obtaining valuable 

information previous to which he had been mentioned in despatches. Sergeant 

Gascoyne is now in convalescence.  

Additional research by Phil Badham 

 
472 Surrey Advertiser 10 July 1915 from Henry Pelham 17 August 2019 
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Henry John Gascoyne 3360 1st Battalion Coldstream Guards was killed in action aged 35 years on the 1 

January 1917. Born Leamington Warwickshire in 1882/83, son of John Henry Gascoyne and Annie 

Elizabeth Gascoyne (nee Griffin), his parents having a total of nine children. In 1899 aged about 16/17, 

he joined the Coldstream Guards and served for seven years.  

 

As a Corporal, Gascoyne was awarded the Queens South Africa Medal and the Kings South Africa 

medal. The first was awarded to military personnel who served in the Boer War in South Africa 

between October 1899 and May 1902, and the second for those in theatre after 1 January 1902 and had 

completed 18 monthsô service by 1 June that year. He was based in London when on 22 February 1907 

when he was appointed to the Guildford Borough Police and served, as Police Constable 23 but was 

not sworn in until 7 March 1908 by the Mayor at Guildford Police Station.  

 

On 10 November 1908, aged 25, he married Nellie Balchin (aged 19) at St Saviours Church, Guildford. 

Nellie was from Guildford and the 1901 records showed she lived at that time with her parents at 122 

Addison Road, Guildford. In later years Nellie appears in the records as Nellie Elsie Yarnall (formally 

Gascoyne) of Lloyds Bank Chambers, Henrietta St., London. In 1911 Henry and Nellie lived with their 

3-year-old nephew Archie Love, at 2 Mary Rd, Guildford.  

 

In his Police service he rose from Constable 4th Class to Constable 1st Class by February 1911. He 

was twice commended for stopping runaway horses in Guildford. However, his record wasnôt spotless; 

he was reprimanded for partaking of refreshments in a public house whilst on duty (for which he was 

fined 5 shillings), and for "gossiping" with another Constable whilst on duty (he lost one day's leave as 

punishment). On 4 August 1914, at the outbreak of the First World War, he re-joined the Coldstream 

Guards serving with the 1st Battalion as a Private.  

 

In August 1914 the Battalion was stationed at Aldershot as part of the 1st (Guards) Brigade of the 1st 

Division. They mobilised for war and moved to France as part of the British Expeditionary Force. It 

was engaged in various actions on the Western Front, including in 1914 The Battle of Mons and the 

subsequent retreat, The Battles of the Marne, the Aisne and the First Battle of Ypres. In 1915, the 

battalion saw action at the Battle of Aubers, and the Battle of Loos; the following year saw them 

fighting at the Battles of Albert, Bazentin, Pozieres, Flers-Courcelette and The Battle of Morval.  

 

In 1915, Henry Gascoyne was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM). The notice appeared 

on page 6132 of the London Gazette dated 23 June 1915 with the notice: "The King has been 

graciously pleased to approve of the award of the Distinguished Conduct Medal...for acts of gallantry 

and devotion to duty whilst serving with the Expeditionary Force in France and Flanders". On 30 June 

the Gazette published the citation (on page 6377) and that the award was "For conspicuous gallantry 

throughout the campaign in continually volunteering for dangerous patrol work, and bringing in 

valuable information".  

 

He was promoted to Company Sergeant Major, which was published in the Leamington Spar Courier 

on 30th April 1915, along with reference to his DCM and his fatherôs address of ("Modwena") no. 78 

Tachbrook Street, Leamington Spa. During the last week of August 1915, Henry received the award at 

a ceremony at Windsor Castle. In the summer of 1916 Henry was invalided home from the front with 

rheumatic fever, and, after some months in hospital, served as a Sergeant Instructor at Windsor. He 

returned to the front on 21 September that year. He was twice offered a commission but turned it down.  

 

Henry was killed in action on 1 January 1917 aged 34 and was buried in the British Cemetery at Sailly-

Saillisel on the Somme in France. The Battalion War Diary for 31st December 1916/1st January 1917 

states: 31st Dec. Place Maltzhorn, "[Companies] paraded at 4pm and marched up to Combles area and 

were distributed as follows - No 1 [Company] T18 Central, No 2 [Company] Haie Wood No 3 & 4 

[Companies] in Combles trenches. 1st Jan 1917 Place Combles, "No 2 & 3 [Companies] went on 
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carrying fatigue to Saillisel Chateau during the morning. Relieved 3rd [Battalion, Coldstream Guards] 

in the line. Relief complete 8.10pm. No 2 [Company] right front No 1 [Company] left front, No 3 

[Company] support & No 4 [Company] Reserve".  

 

His wife received a letter from another pre-War Guildford Constable, serving in the Coldstream 

Guards, Signaller Bruce Goodwin, which was published in the Surrey Advertiser newspaper of 17th 

January 1917, explaining what happened to her husband. "With the sincerest regret I am writing to tell 

you that poor old Harry was killed on the night of the 1st of this month. At the time I was putting a 

telephone in the front line and seeing a stretcher pass, asked who it was. They said "[Sergeant] 

Gascoyne". I had a look and he was quite dead. Harry was looking at a gap in the wire when a flare 

light went up and he and the man with him both jumped into a shell hole. A sniper fired at them and the 

bullet penetrated Harry's brain. When we were relieved after our tour in the trenches I went and saw his 

grave. It is situated at the back of a chateau at ------, with a neat cross at the head. [Sergeant] Semcox 

and the men of his platoon join me in offering you our sincerest sympathy in your sad loss. He was a 

good chum and a splendid soldier". Mrs Gascoyne also received a letter of sympathy from Henry's 

Captain, Cecil Green, and the Reverend F W Head, the chaplain who conducted Henry's burial service. 

Captain Green said Henry was "far away the best sergeant in my company and I feel his loss both as a 

soldier and a friend. To my mind he was the ideal of what a soldier should be."  

 

Police Constable Watford Estough Gater  

Surrey Constabulary 

Military Foot Police P1552 Lance Corporal 

Queen's Royal West Surrey Regiment 

Medaille d'Honneur 

First and Second World Wars 

 

Served 7 June 1915 to 1 August 1920 from Dorking. Awarded French Medaille 

d'Honneur with bronze swords (LG Issue 31454, p8961 of 14.7.1919 for France and 

Flanders).  

Served Queen's Royal West Surrey Regt 1908-1912.  

Served in West Surrey Regt (No 6105380) 1 December 1941 

Watford E Gater military former policemen number P/1552 

Served 25 March 1916. ï 11 November 1918. 

Gazette number 31454 Page8961 dated 11/07/1919 for the Medaille dôHonneur. 

Re-enlisting 2 December1941 ï 16 August 1942 with Queens 

16 August 1942 to 1 December1942 Royal Ulster Rifles 

1 December1942 back into Queens Royal Regiment 
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Further note he came back Queens 1 November1948473 

 

Police Sergeant 9 Albert Bruce Goodwin 

Guildford Borough Police 

Served First World War  

Coldstream Guards 

Wounded three times 

Served throughout the First World War 

Returned to Guildford Borough Police  

Died 1965 

 

 

The Guildford Borough Police Force has sent nine men. They were Police Constables 

Demount, ASC (Aldershot) Manfield RGA Sandown; Goodwin; Yeend; Deacon and 

HJ Gascoyne Coldstream Guards (Chelsea); Macey Scots Guards (The Tower) and 

Lawty Queen Bays (Monmouth). The ninth member PC Brazier is at present sick. 

Their colleagues not on duty accompanied them to the railway station on Wednesday 

morning and gave them a hearty send off. Owing to the shortness of time some of the 

unmarried officers were unable to visit their homes before re-joining. 

 

Since the depletion of the ranks of the force men of the fire brigade and special 

constables have been sworn in to take duty. They are easily distinguishable from a red 

badge worn on the arm with the letters ñSurrey Policeò. 

 

 
473 Friends of Surrey Infantry and Queens Royal Surrey Regiment email 10 August 2019 
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The Police Force return to the Colours474 

 

Members of the Police Force on Service ï PC Goodwin475 

 

 

ñDuck Your Nut Brunoò476 

PC Bruce Goodwin of the Guildford Borough Police Force who went to the front with 

the Coldstream Guards, and was wounded by a bayonet thrust has sent a postcard to 

 
474 Surrey Advertiser Saturday 8 August 1914 
475 Surrey Advertiser-Saturday 21 November 1914 
476 Surrey Advertiser 10 October 1914 from Henry Pelham 17 August 2019 
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PC Taylor, one of his comrades, which contains the following picturesque description 

of life at the front in a nutshell; ñJust a line to let you know I am merry and bright. 

Kind regards to all the boys at Guildford. Bags of shells bursting all round. Itôs a case 

of duck your nut, Bruno, with a vengeance! 

7855 Albert Bruce Goodwin477 

Alexandra Road. Reading, attested 21 May 1908 

24 May 1908 Joined Coldstream Guards at age of 19 years 5 months; 5ft 10ins tall  

His youthful approach in 1908/1910 led to him twice overstaying his leave (7 days CB; 96 

hours detention;) and breaking out of barracks and being late on parade (10 days CB).  

Mobilised 5 August 1914 

He progressed to L/Corporal Signaller September 1918. 

He served as a (regimental) policeman during this period. 

Discharged 20 May 1920 to army reserve 'B', a five year period, available for recall at any 

time of mobilisation, earning 3/6p a week in reserve. Albert had spent 12 years with the 

Coldstream, qualifying as a signaller, before becoming a reservist. 

The newspaper article mentions some wounds he received, in total: 

Bayonet wound 28 August 1914 Tretoire (Marne) 

GSW  (gunshot wound) abdomen 10 October 1914 Reutel 

GSW chin and nose 15 September 1916 Ginchy 

GSW leg 22 January 1917 'in the fieldò 

 

1921 July: PC Goodwin Guildford Borough: In July 1921 he was commended by 

the Guildford Coroner for his attempts to save the life of a drowning boy having 

plunged in from the river bank a number of times. Mr Goodwin was the holder of the 

St John Medallion, the Royal Life Saving Society medallion478 

 

 

 
477 Email Barry Friend MA battlefield tour guide to Robert Bartlett 20 July 2019 
478 Biographical not from Mr Goodwin below 
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Notes written by the son of Albert Goodwin.  Note of his death added by individual 

who collated material on Guildford Borough Police members 
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1965 Probably Surrey Advertiser 
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1933 Guildford Borough Police  

Medals worn by: 

PCs Truelove, Demount, T Smith, W Turner, J OôShea, G Thayer 

J Look, Police Sergeant Goodwin, Inspector Yeend, Detective Sergeant Manfield 

(served but is in plain clothes) Police Sergeant Brazier 

 

Police Sergeant William Hall 

Surrey Constabulary 

2/4 Queens First World War  

Wounded and Invalided  

Dorking Constables enlist479 

PCs WJ Hall, William Frampton and A. Weller have this week joined the Colours. 

Out of the Dorking Division of the Surrey Constabulary eight constables are serving 

their King and country. Four were on the reserve when war broke out. 

 

479 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 05 June 1915 

 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com  

 

 718 

 

Surrey Constable loses a foot 

 

News has come to hand that Private William James Hall whose home is in Camberley and who before 

the war was a constable in the Surrey Constabulary has lost his right foot as a result of the action. He 

joined the 5th Queenôs at Tunbridge Wells and the day the 2/4th moved from Bedford he was transferred 

to that battalion. He is now in hospital in England and t appears from a letter received by his parents a 

day or two ago that the greater part of his right foot was swept away by a shell and the rest had to be 

amputated. PC Hall only joined the Surrey Constabulary in November last.480 

 

 

Oxted Police Officer Retires. Lost A Leg In Suvla Bay Landing481 

 

After 28 years in the Police Force, Police Sergeant William Hall, Divisional Clerk at 

Oxted, retired on Saturday. He joined the Berkshire Constabulary in 1912, and served 

first at Reading and then for two years at Clewer. An early recollection of his was of 

an occasion when he was detailed to take home the superintendent's horse from the 

royal shoot in Windsor Great Park. Losing his way in the woods, he was concerned to 

find himself right in the way of the guns. "I might have been shot,ò said Sergeant. 

Hall, "but worse than that was the unqualified abuse I received from the royal 

verdurers for disturbing the game in the coverts that were about to be shot over.ò  

 

Sergeant Hall transferred to the Surrey Constabulary in 1914, and in the following 

year, learning his life-long friend had been killed, he enlisted and went with the 2/4th 

Queenôs to Gallipoli. "The troopship steamed without lights into Suvla Bay,ò said 

Sergeant Hall, "and we leapt from the ship on to barges, which were towed ashore. 

Alighting, we stole up the hillside through the scrub and lay down among the rocks. 

With the dawn the enemy opened fire on the monitors and then shortened the range 

and shells began to plaster the hillside. Six hours after landing I was hit in the foot 

and lost it. I returned to England on the next ship.ò 

Then followed 24 years police clerical service, for the last four years at Oxted. 

Because of his artificial leg, said Sergeant. Hall, there had been little variation in his 

work, but he remembered one Easter Monday when he, the only man immediately 

available, cycled to intercept a man who had been seen hurrying from a temporarily 

unoccupied house stuffing jewellery in his pockets as he ran. Sergeant Hall met him a 

mile from the house and arrested him. The man had wounded himself with a revolver 

he had found in his quest for spoil. When examining the revolver he pressed the 

muzzle against a finger of his left hand and must have pulled the trigger with the other 

hand. Miraculously, the bullet lodged in the finger bone.  

 
480 Surrey Advertiser 11 September 1915 
481 Surrey Mirror - Friday 22 November 1940 
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Sergeant Hallôs successor at Oxted is P.C. W. Hood, who has been promoted to 

sergeant. Mr. Hood has been assistant divisional clerk here since Octobe, 1937, and 

was previously at Dorking.482 

 

 

Police Constable 36 Aubrey Charles Harris 

Guildford Borough Police 

Sergeant (Bomb Aimer) RAFVR 

Killed aged 30 25 June 1943 

 

PC Harris served as a Sergeant (Bomb Aimer) in the Royal Air Force Volunteer 

Reserve No 90 Squadron. Aged 30 when he died, PC Harris was the son of Major 

Charles Basil Harris, Royal Artillery, and Gertrude Ann Harris; husband of Melissa 

Alexandra Harris, of Onslow Village, Guildford. He had been a member of Guildford 

Borough Police. Aubrey Harris is buried in Haasrode Churchyard Brussels. 

PC Harris was born on the 30 December 1912 in St Helier, Jersey joining the police in 

Guildford Borough on the 30 July 1932 when he was 20. He was sworn in the 

Guildhall on the 5 August 1932. When joining he was single and a clerk living in 19 

Hillsborough Road, Luton 

27 November 1935 commended by HM Judge of Assize Mr Justice Finlay, at 

Hampshire Assizes for his action in assisting in the arrest of a car thief subsequently 

sentenced to death for murder. On the 7 April 1937 Aubrey passed his sergeantôs 

exam. 

 

 
482 Surrey Mirror - Friday 22 November 1940 
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From: Rob Davis Bomber Command Losses Database.   

DATE: 24-Jun-1943 / 25-Jun-1943 

UNIT: 90 Squadron 

AIRCRAFT: Stirling III 

RAF BASE: West Wickham 

TAKE-OFF AT: 23:32 

SERIAL: BK813  

CODES: WP: O 

TARGET: Wuppertal 

CAUSE OF LOSS : Shot down by fighter 

PILOT: Teede, Walter Henry, Flight Sergeant, RAAF (Aus/16774) (killed) 

CREW: Sergeant E H Stanton (flight engineer) (Prisoner of War), Sergeant 

Hyman Levine (navigator) (658831) (killed), Sergeant Aubrey Charles Harris 

(bomb aimer) (1319009) (killed), Flight Sergeant Leo Petersen RNZAF 

(NZ/403611) [Killed] RNZAF (wireless operator) (R/114943) (killed), Sergeant 

Patrick James Taylor (mid-upper gunner) (1346152) (killed), Flight Sergeant Gordon 

Henderson RNZAF (rear gunner) (NZ/42327) (killed) 

 

Bomb Aimer: Sgt Aubrey Charles Harris RAFVR 1319009 [Killed] Friday June 

25, 1943. Haasrode Churchyard, Belgium Grave 3 Son of Maj. Charles Basil 

Harris Royal Artillery and Gertrude Ann Ahier Harris.  Husband of Melissa 
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Alexandra Harris of Onslow Village Guildford Surrey CWGC: 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2896435 

Retired Sergeant Bill Leahy (who died in 2008) Guildford Borough Police wrote that 

PC Harris had been a member of Guildford Borough Police. He was Bill Leahyôs best 

man as Bill was for Aubrey at his wedding. Police officers could not join up until 

1942 as they were in a reserved occupation. Aubrey became aircrew and was killed on 

his way back from his 13th mission and was buried in the churchyard in Belgium with 

full military honours provided by the Germans.  

 

Another member of the Borough was DI Percy Bailey. As the war drew to its violent 

end, police officers were recruited into the Control Commission to act mainly as 

police commanders in towns in the former occupied areas and within Germany.  Mr 

Bailey became Lt Colonel and during his tour visited Aubreyôs grave in Belgium and 

saw the police reports of the death and burial. Mr Bailey did not return to the police.  

 

Bill was to name his second son after Aubrey.  Mrs Harris, Aubreyôs widow (became 

Mrs Melissa Rodd) and is the Godmother to Billôs daughter.  

 

 

Police Constable Cyril V Hearn  

British Empire Medal  

Surrey Constabulary  

Second World War  

Royal Military Police Special Investigation Branch 

 

Cyril Hearnôs biographical work: Hearn, C. (1964). With Royal Military Police 

Special Investigation Branch in North Africa & Italy during WWII. London: The 

Adventurers Club. 

From a policeman extraordinary and one of England's most decorated men, C.V. 

Hearn, here is a racy account and graphic portrayal of the thrilling stories of wartime 

crime, when the author was a member of the Army's little known Special 

Investigation Branch. Of the many battlegrounds of WWII none gripped the British 

public's imagination as strongly as North Africa. In this fast-moving story of a fast-

moving, fluid war, the author has chosen the more exotic, the more bizarre and the 

more un-English types of crime committed abroad. Desert Assignment bristles with 

exciting incident involving murderers, arms traffickers, drug peddlers, espionage, 

dope, vice and intrigue on a grand style.  
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C.V. Hearn was known as a tough, plain-speaking policeman, who upheld the 

traditions of law and order, honestly and impartially. He pulled no punches in his 

work and pulls none in this book. The qualities of British policemen are well known 

throughout the world - quiet, helpful, efficient, stolid, and calm in the face of chaos, 

with the ability to make big decisions when the occasion demands. Instead, Hearn 

became a tough and ruthless breaker of international gangs and excelled as a fast-

shooting law enforcement officer, allied with a Cockney wit, a determined spirit and a 

profound respect for British justice and police methods. Appropriately, he dedicates 

this book to policemen everywhere. 

 

Police Inspector Robert Knight 

Surrey Constabulary 

3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards 

Khartoum  

Robert Knight was decorated for service in the front line at Khartoum and Rorkeôs 

Drift at 17 years of age. An expert with bayonet and sword, he eventually became a 

police inspector with the Surrey Constabulary. 

However entry 1186 PC136 joined August 1892 from 3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards 

after 9 years. Promoted inspector January 1914. Retired 3 January 1920 from Egham 

and died 27 February 1955. No reference is made on his page in the defaulterôs 

register to any detail of his military service. This was not unusual483 

 
483 SCC Archives Woking 9152/1/2/1/3-4 
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Robert Knight is not listed amongst the survivors of Rorkeôs Drift and it is doubtful 

that reports he was there are accurate. 484 

 

Grenadier Guards 3rd Battalion c1890 

 

 

Police Constable 3 Robert Reginald Lawrence 

Reigate Borough Police 

Military Foot Police 

Meritorious Service Medal 

Twice Mentioned in Despatches  

Died Bethnal Green Military Hospital 20 July 1919 

It has always been reported that there were no fatal casualties amongst Reigate 

Borough Police members during the First World War. That may be accurate as Robert 

Lawrence resigned from the Borough a few weeks before he died in a military 

hospital 20 July 1919. However he does not appear on police war memorials and that 

needs to be rectified. 

 
484 http://www.rorkesdriftvc.com/battle/roll.htm 
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From Robert Simonson Surrey History Centre Woking 

Police Service 

The Reigate Borough Police conduct book (CC98/22/29) gives the following 

information about Robert Reginald Lawrence: 

Appointed 25 March 1913, PC3, 1st grade, trade - library assistant, born 16 October 

1899 Dulwich, single, Protestant, age 23 on 16 October 1912, 5ft 9½ins, fresh 

complexion, brown hair, grey eyes. 

Robert Lawrence was appointed Reigate Borough Police 25 March 1913 age 23 

advancing through the pay grades, even whilst serving in the armed forces: 

Appointed 1st grade @ 25/- 25 March 1913 

Confirmed by Watch Committee, 16 March 1914 

Second grade @ £1.7.0 25 March 1914 

New scale @ £1.9.0 10 April 1914 

Fourth grade @ £1.10.0 25 March 1916 

Fifth grade @ £1.11.0 25 March 1918 485 

 

From Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum:486 First record found is as Military Foot 

Policeman a sergeant in 1908 that indicates he had some previous military service 

before joining the police.  

Police officers serving with the military during the First World War remained 

members of their Force and their military service counted towards their pension. This 

is how PC Lawrence was to advance to the fifth grade on 25 March 1918 whilst he 

was a sergeant in the Military Foot Police. Pay was also made up from what they 

would have received as policemen to what the military paid. 

PC Lawrence enlisted in Military Foot Police as lance corporal 21 June 1915 service 

number P/1824 

Acting sergeant when mentioned in despatches: 

Mention in Despatches (LG Issue 30101 of 29.5.1917 page 5326)  

Mention in Despatches (LG Issue 30445 of 24.12.1917 page 13492)487 

Resigned from Reigate Borough Police 30 April 1919 

Military Police sergeant when awarded the Meritorious Service Medal 3 June 1919 488 

 

Reported he had died in Bethnal Green Military Hospital on 20 July 1919.489 The 

hospital record is an alphabetical list of patients and Lawrence appears twice, once in 

1908 and again in 1919. No medical information is given. 

The Reigate Borough chief constable's annual report for the year ending 31 December 

1919 states: ñPC 3 Robert Reginald Lawrence resigned whilst serving in HM Forces 

and afterwards died.ò490  

 
485 CC98/22/29 Surrey History Centre August 2019 from Robert Simonson 
486 From Dee Hutchison 18 August 2019 with detail from Ancestry email 
487 Richard Callaghan Military Police Museum curator 19 August 2019 email 
488 London Gazette 31370 - Page 6911 known as the Peace Gazette. 
489 The Reigate Borough Police conduct book (CC98/22/29) 
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Unfortunately there are no reasons given for the resignation or the cause of death. It is 

possible that the resignation was an acceptance that Lawrence would not return and 

that he intended to make a career in the Army. He had been successful. He was a 

sergeant with two mentions in despatches and had been awarded a Meritorious 

Service Medal. Or, it may have been that he knew he was dying and that his 

resignation was to obtain some financial advantage for his descendants. 

His death is recorded and a copy of the certificate has been obtained diagnosing the 

cause following a post mortem at the Bethnal Green Military Hospital:491 

1. Pityriasis rubra 2 months 

2. Nephritis  

(Pityriasis rubra pilaris is the name given to a group of uncommon skin disorders. The 

name means scaling (pityriasis), redness (rubra) 

Nephritis is a killer as kidneys fail through an inflammation though it is unlikely to 

follow from pityriasis in any form. It is however, something that is frequently caused 

as a result of exposure to a toxin, poison, virus, or infection. We may never know now 

buy we can safely assume that during his time at War he would have been exposed to 

some, if not all, of those dangers.) 492 

 

 

Death Certificate 

There are parallels between PC Lawrenceôs death and the influenza pandemic of 1918 

and 1919, which killed an estimated 50 million people worldwide ï more than the 

 
490 The Reigate Borough Chief Constable's annual report for the year ending 31 Dec 1919 (CC98/22/1) 
491 Death certificate DYE 400787 1919 Death Bethnal Green North East obtained by Jean Pelham 27 

August 2019 

492 Medical comments from a medical general practitioner to Robert Bartlett email 28 August 
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First World War. There is no memorial to the victims of influenza, except for those 

who died in service remembered in the cemeteries and on the memorials of the 

CWGC. Up to a million service personnel from combatant nations lost their lives to 

the flu virus.493 

 

Is PC Lawrence a victim of the war? Is that the right question? Has the casualty to die 

as a direct result of enemy action? It would appear that an individual can become 

memorialised for being in the armed forces during the war and soon thereafter and 

dying. It is difficult to understand 100 years on how he became ill, was the illness the 

reason behind his resignation from the Reigate Borough Police and how his illness 

resulted in death. Were the illnesses a direct consequence of his war service? Was he 

gassed? Was he poisoned when in France? These are now unanswerable questions. 

 

He had served in the Reigate Borough Police and was a member until a few weeks 

before he died. He had been called to serve the Colours and it is clear from the death 

certificate that he was then, primarily a Military Police Sergeant, the word Policeman 

is entered under occupation.  

 

It was accepted that he was a casualty of war within the criteria of the War Graves 

Commission, is listed on their website and is remembered on the war memorial for the 

Streatham area where he was brought up. Therefore the actual cause of death or 

modern interpretation is possibly irrelevant. He was in the armed forces because of 

the war and died in parallel circumstances to flu victims who are memorialised.  

 

 
Remembered on the memorial wall at Streatham cemetery 

P1824 Serjeant R.R. Lawrence Military Police Corps  

20 July 1919 Age 30  

The following points support the proposal to have PC Lawrence added to the Surrey 

Constabulary war memorials: 

 
493 https://www.cwgc.org/learn/news-and-events/news/2018/11/05/11/22/spanish-flu 
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Lawrenceôs final illness could have been brought on by infection, toxins, poisons, 

viruses and auto immunity difficulties.  All the causations could safely be 

assumed resulted from his service.494 

Lawrence has an entry in Commonwealth War Graves Commission records495 

Named on Streatham cemetery war memorial, the area he came from 

Died in Bethnal Green military hospital 

Was a serving member of the Reigate Borough Police when he joined the military 

police 

Was still recognised as a member in March 1918 when he was advanced to the 

fifth grade. 

Resigned from the police after the war 30 April 1919 then died in July 1919 

Is on the Corps of Military Police Roll of Honour. Death is almost certainly 

attributable to his military service and it can be assumed that the War Office used 

the same criteria and his CWGC status is the result. 496 

It is clear that PC Lawrence served for four years during the war. Had he not been 

called up it is likely that he would have continued policing in Surrey. Therefore he 

was a direct casualty of war and died as a soldier having resigned some eleven weeks 

from Reigate Borough Police before his death. 

 

Police Constable 32 Edwin Lawty 

Guildford Borough Police 

Kingôs Police Medal for Gallantry 

2nd Dragoon Guards 

First World W ar POW 

 

Recalled to the Colours on the outbreak of First World War 4 August 1914, sent to 

France and captured after less than a month on active service 

 
494 Medical comments from a medical general practitioner to Robert Bartlett email 28 August 
495 https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-war-

dead/results?firstName=Robert&lastName=Lawrence&country=United%2BKingdom&cemetery=Stre

atham%2BPark%2BCemetery 
496 RMP museum curator Richard Callaghan email to Robert Bartlett 28 August 2019 
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Lawty joins the Guildford Borough Police from the army. The Guildford Borough 

Police conduct and service book for Edwin Lawty shows he was appointment no. 

78.  He is described as aged 25 in August 1912, 5ft 11 ins, fresh complexion, brown 

hair, grey eyes, born Hunmanby, Yorkshire, unmarried.  He was previously in the 2nd 

Dragoon Guards, Aldershot, and his length of service is given as 6 years, 136 

days.  He was appointed to the Guildford Borough Police on 13 July 1912, with collar 

no. 32. Being a Borough man he would serve in Guildford and would have received 

most of his training ñon the streetò.  From the few cases found in newspaper cuttings 

he was an able officer and proved to be a very brave and stubborn one as established 

by the prestigious award of the Kingôs Police Medal for Gallantry. 

 

He resigned to join the Colours on 4 August 1914 the day war was declared, but there 

is no record of him re-joining Guildford Borough Police after the war. 497 

 

First Aid from PC Lawty 498 

 

Charles Grover, 40 Hare Lane, Godalming was cycling along Woodbridge Road early 

on Monday morning when a milk cart collided with him and knocked him over. He 

sustained somewhat bad cuts on the head, which recommended medical treatment, 

first aid having been rendered by PC Lawty. 

 

 
497 Email Robert Simonson Surrey History Centre Woking 17 July 2019 to Robert Bartlett ref:  

9152/2/4/2/1 
498 West Surrey Times - Saturday 19 April 1913 
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Guildford Borough Bench - Drunk 499 

 

Charles Collins 65 a labourer of no fixed abode was charged with having been drunk 

and disorderly in Warren Road, Guildford at 8.15pm on Friday. PC Lawty proved the 

case and the prisoner was discharged as he had been in custody since Friday evening. 

 

When war broke out Lawty was on the reserve and was recalled to the 2nd Battalion 

Dragoon Guards (Queens Bays). He went overseas almost immediately on 15 August 

1914. He went missing in action between the 11 and 14 September, which was 

unofficially reported on 4 October 1914 and on 14 November 1914 was unofficially a 

POW with the German Army. Lawty was officially declared a POW on 24 March 

1915. He returned home in the UK on 14 November 1918 just a few days after the 

Armistice. He appears to be an acting corporal when he went missing. 

His Kingôs Police Medal was reported in the London Gazette number 29024, page 4 

dated on the 29 December 1914. Additionally he was entitled to the 1914 star, clasp 

and rose as well as the British War Medal and Victory Medal. 

After some time in hospital on his return to the UK Edwin decided to re-enlist on 20 

June 1919 into the RASC and was finally discharged on 17 November 1920. 500 

It is believed he did not return to the Guildford Borough Police. 

Extract from They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford  

In 1914 Lawty was awarded the King's Police Medal for Gallantry for arresting a 

housebreaker at Newlands Corner. During the severe and prolonged struggle the 

Constable was injured when struck by a marker flag. In July 1913 the homes of Lt Col 

Grier and Dr Arthur Bryan were burgled and £50 worth of property stolen. Following 

a three-mile chase across Pewley Downs PC Lawty caught the burglar at Newlands 

Corner where a severe and prolonged struggle took place during which Lawty was 

injured having been struck by a flagpole. However he hung onto his prisoner until 

help arrived. For his gallant and determined action PC Lawty was commended by the 

judge at the Assizes and was awarded the KPM for gallantry. The Watch Committee 

made monetary awards to Mr William Lee and Mr W H Brown who assisted in the 

arrest. The householders who had been burgled presented the force with £10 for the 

purchase of pistols and shields (possibly trophies) and three were purchased along 

with a thousand rounds of ammunition and four shields and leg guards. The weapons 

would be used for range practice and not carried unless an emergency arose. 501 

 

 
499 West Surrey Times - Saturday 21 June 1913 
500 Dee Hutchison Secretary Friends of Surrey Infantry and Queens Royal Surrey Regiment email to 

Robert Bartlett 9 July 2019 

501 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
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PC Lawty 

                 

Committed for trial at Surrey Assizes by Guildford Borough Bench yesterday, George 

Johnson, who has ten aliases, on a charge of burglary at the residences of Lieutenant 

Colonel Grier, Dr Frederick Bryan and Mr HN Harrison at Guildford and also for 

maliciously wounding PC Lawty. At 5 am Colonel Grier found the kitchen door open 

and the house had been ransacked. He saw the prisoner outside the door and gave 

chase but lost him. The police took up the chase on bicycles. On Merrow Downs 

Constable Lawty overtook the prisoner who drew a Swedish knife and threatened to 

kill him. The prisoner then pulled up a pole on the golf course and hid in a copse. The 

constable followed but was struck on the head with the pole. Although half stunned 

and suffering from a loss of blood Lawty closed with the man, and after being kicked 

on the head and struck in the face succeeded in throwing and securing him. The 

circulation of his photograph led to his identification by Windsor Police who searched 

his room and found a bag filled with gold, silver and ivory articles connecting the 

prisoner to nine other burglaries.502 503 

 

The Scene on the Downs504 

 

The next chapter in the case was the graphic story of the arrest of the prisoner as told 

by PC Lawty who was one of the officers who dispatched on bicycles in response to 

the telephone message. Having sighted prisoner he recounted how he pursued him 

over the Downs, eventually, after having ridden as far as he could he gave chase on 

foot. As he began to overtake him the prisoner drew a knife out of his pocket and 

shouted, ñIf you come near me I will murder you.ò He held the knife as though he 

would stab him. He then ran towards an old quarry from which he threw large flints 

stones at the constable and subsequently he ran to the golf grounds, putting the knife 

between his teeth as he went. Snatching a flagpole, (with an iron spike at the end) as 

he went, he ran into thick shrubbery. The witness followed, and the prisoner, who had 

 
502 The Times 31 July 1913  
503 The Times 21 July 1913 
504 Surrey Advertiser Saturday 2 August 1913 
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secreted himself, struck him with the pole on the left side of the face, cutting it close 

to the ear, momentarily stunning the constable. The pole slipped out of the prisonerôs 

hand and stuck in the ground. He attempted to get away, but finding the constable in 

pursuit, took the knife from his mouth and made a rush at him. The witness caught his 

arm, the knife dropped and he closed with the prisoner. They fell to the ground and an 

exciting struggle followed. Prisoner, the constable said, took hold of his throat with 

both hands but he made him release his grip by a ju-jitsu hold. Prisoner struggled, 

kicked him on the back made him release his grip by a ju-jitsu hold. Prisoner 

struggled, kicked him on the back of the head and struck him several times with his 

fist on his face. Witness put another ju-jitsu hold upon him and dragged him put of the 

woods onto Merrow Downs. There he tied his hands together with his necktie and 

took from his jacket pocket a large screwdriver and a champagne opener. He held him 

down until a man named William Lee came up and together they took him to the 

keeperôs cottage. Searching him the witness found some of the property stolen from 

Colonel Grierôs, as was a well as a road map and an electric torch. Returning to the 

scene of the struggle the constable picked up the bag prisoner had carried, and the 

flagpole. The former contained a large quantity of stolen articles as well as small a 

jemmy, file, pair of kid gloves and two pairs of stocking. Prisoner was wearing the 

trilby he had stolen from Denton House, and in his waistcoat were found a pair of 

socks filled with rags to wear without boots. Prisoner attempted to escape on route to 

the police station and was ultimately handed over to PC HJ Gascoyne and J 

Gascoyne.  

William Lee a carter employed at Newlands Corner who arrived on the scene of the 

struggle whilst on his way to work spoke to rendering assistance. The constable, he 

said, was in a very weak and exhausted condition and was bleeding from the wound 

in his face. Prisoner gave a lot of trouble on the way to the keeperôs cottage. The 

flagpole was splashed with blood. 

Detective Sergeant Bias spoke to examining the premises mentioned and finding 

marks with which the jemmy in the prisonerôs possession corresponded. 

Pluck Recognised by Promotion505 506 

 

 ñBurglary seems to be your happy home the Judge told George Johnson (41) the 

labourer who, after breaking into several Guildford houses on the night of July 5 was 

chased and eventually captured by PC Lawty who as somewhat severely knocked 

about by the burglar before he managed to obtain a jujitsu hold on him, was called 

forward and complimented by his Lordship on his courageous behaviour. Johnson had 

a very long list of previous convictions against him, and five warrants, which were 

out for his arrest were taken into account by the Judge in passing sentence of six years 

 
505 This was probably a class of constable of which there were three; not obviously promoted sergeant 
506 Guildford West Sussex Gazette Thursday 4 December 1913 
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penal servitude. ñThat will mean eight years,ò he added, meaning that the prisoner 

would have to serve two years of a previous sentence, which had remained unexpired. 

 

Guildford Burglaries  

High Praise for a Constable507  

 

Considerable interest was taken in the case in which George Johnson (44) labourer 

was indicted for three burglaries at Guildford and for maliciously wounding PC 

Edwin Lawty, whilst in the execution of his duty. The case was the last taken on 

Tuesday and only occupied a few minutes the prisoner pleading guilty. The charges of 

burglary were in respect of the residence of Lieutenant Colonel Grier, Denton House, 

Warren Road; Dr F. Bryan, Highdene, Albury Road and Mr HN Marsden, Stoke Old 

Rectory from each of which residence prisoner took a large quantity of valuable 

articles. All the burglaries were committed on the night of the July 6th. There was also 

a charge of being an habitual criminal but as the prisoner pleaded not guilty, and on 

the advice of the judge, it was not proceeded with. 

 

Mr Cecil Whiteley who prosecuted said there were warrants out against prisoner in 

respect of five other burglaries, and about whether the prisoner wished them to be 

taken into consideration now. The prisoner agreed. 

 

It will be remembered that on coming down in the early morning Lieutenant Colonel 

Grier found the prisoner in his kitchen. He gave chase but lost him in the shrubbery. 

He rang up the police on the telephone and PC Lawty took up the chase on a bicycle. 

He overtook the man on Merrow Downs, but prisoner took refuge in a pit and pelted 

him with stones. Lawty closed with the man, who armed with a pole meant to mark 

the golf holes, and struck him on the head with it. Although seriously injured, the 

constable pluckily tackled the burglar and was eventually able to secure him with a 

Ju-jitsu hold and retain him until ambulance arrived. Subsequent investigation 

revealed the fact that prisoner had entered Dr Bryanôs house the same night. All the 

stolen property was recovered. 

 

The Windsor police had had their suspicions of a man who had been in the habit of 

leaving the borough for days at a time and returning ñin fundsò. The circulation of 

Johnsonôs photograph led to his identification by the Windsor police, who visited a 

house, which he was occupying with a woman. There they found veritable treasure-

trove of stolen property. Some of this was identified as having been taken from Mr 

Harlestoneôs house, and this way that burglary was brought home to the prisoner.  

 

As soon as the case was ended the judge said the officer ought to be commended. 

 

 
507 West Surrey Times-Saturday 6 December 1913 
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Mr Whiteley: I understand he has been promoted 

 

The Judge: Well, no man deserves it more. 

 

On PC Lawty being called, the Judge said: I wish to say in public that I admire very 

much your courageous behaviour. You were wounded badly, and stuck to the man. 

The man took a flagstaff and went at you with that, but you would not be denied, and 

did your duty bravely and well. I congratulate you and your promotion and your very 

brave and courageous conduct of yourself. Have you ever been a soldier? 

PC Lawty: Yes 

 

The Judge (expressively): Oh! (laughter) Where did you learn the ju-jitsu hold? 

 

Pc Lawty: From the Chief Constable  

 

Detective. Sergeant Bias said prisoner was a labourer of Leicestershire who started his 

life of crime when 14 years of age. At his house at Windsor the proceeds of eight 

burglaries were found. 

 

The Judge said the worst part of the case was the way he nocked the constable about 

and he was taking that into consideration more than the burglaries. Prisoner would be 

sentenced to six years penal servitude, which with two years of the unexpired 

sentence would make eight years. 

 

The court rose at four oôclock 

 

Theft of Boots and Beer508 

 

Henry Williams 22 rag and bone collector of Manchester was charged with stealing 

from 104, High Street on Wednesday morning a pair of boots of the value of 17s 6d 

the property of Messrs Foster Bros.: also with stealing from a van in the High Street 

about the same time a bottle of beer of the value of 6 ½ the property of Messrs 

Lascelles Tickner and Co.  PC Lawty stated that when in Boxgrove Road on 

Wednesday morning he saw prisoner who had a sack over his shoulder. In answer to a 

question as to what it contained prisoner replied, ñRagsò. The constable made the 

prisoner open the sack and inside was a pair of boots and a bottle of beer. On the way 

to the police station prisoner admitted the theft. Evidence was also given by George 

Logan an assistant at Messre Foster Bros., and Morgan Robert Hunt a brewerôs 

drayman. Prisoner was sentenced to 14 days hard labour, seven days for each offence. 

 

 

 
508 Surrey Advertiser-Saturday 10 January 1914 
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Frozen to Death - Guildford Womenôs Plight509 

 

The dead body of a middle-aged woman was found on the Hogôs Back in the early 

hours of Saturday morning. It will be recalled that the frost on Friday was particularly 

severe, and there was every indication that the deceased had gone to sleep under some 

bushes in the vicinity of the cemetery. 

 

The discovery was made by PC Lawty shortly before 5 am. His attention was 

attracted by a womanôs coat near some bushes and on investigation found the body. 

Assistance was summoned and eventually the remains were removed to the mortuary. 

The body was identified as that of Fanny Frampton aged about 43, said to be the 

daughter of a former stationmaster of Farnborough. She lived in Guildford a good 

many years. The facts have been reported to the Borough Coroner who will conduct 

an inquest at the Guildhall this evening. 

 

Frozen to Death510 

Guildford Womanôs Terrible Condition 

The inquest was held at the Guildhall on Monday night by the Borough Coroner Mr 

FW Smallpeice.  

 

Evidence of identification was given by Detective Sergeant Bias, who said deceased 

was a single woman. She had been living a low life and was in a filthy condition. He 

had made enquiries and found that she had a brother abroad whilst her late father was 

the stationmaster at Farnborough. Deceased was seen about 11pm on Friday night 

going up the Mount in the direction of where the body was found. There was 8d in 

cash on her body. 

 

PC Edward Lawty said he was on the Hogôs back about 4.50 am on Saturday between 

the two cemeteries when he saw a womanôs coat under some bushes. On going to the 

spot he saw deceased lying with her chest bare under some bushes with her head 

towards Farnham. He found she was still warm and he tried artificial respiration, 

which however failed. He went to the nearest house for assistance and later Police 

Sergeant Read, PC Fuller and Dr Milligan arrived on the scene. It was a very cold 

night and had been freezing all the time. 

DR JK Milligan spoke to seeing the body at 6.30am on Saturday. Life was extinct. 

There were no marks of violence on the body. He had never seen a body in such an 

uncared for and filthy condition. Deceased was a debilitated subject. She was a 

chronic alcoholic and had tubercular disease of the lungs. In his opinion death was 

due to exposure. Asked if he examined the brain; the doctor replied in the negative 

whereupon the Coroner expressed the opinion this ought to have been done. 

 
509 Surrey Advertiser Monday 26 January 1914 
510 Surrey Advertiser Wednesday 28 January 1914 
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A verdict in accordance with the medical evidence was returned. 

 

Constable Assaulted; Borough Bench511 

Constable assaulted: Albert Buhe a homeless labourer was sent to goal for 14 days 

with hard labour for having been drunk and disorderly and assaulted PC Lawty. 

Prisoner attacked the officer when spoken to about his behaviour hitting him in the 

chest knocking him down on the footpath in the High Street. 

 

The Police Force return to the Colours 512 

The Guildford Borough Police Force have sent nine men. They were Police 

Constables Demount, ASC (Aldershot) Manfield RGA Sandown; Goodwin; Yeend; 

Deacon and HJ Gascoyne Coldstream Guards (Chelsea); Macey Scots Guards (The 

Tower) and Lawty Queen Bays (Monmouth). The ninth member PC Brazier is at 

present sick. Their colleagues not on duty accompanied them to the railway station on 

Wednesday morning and gave them a hearty send off. Owing to the shortness of time 

some of the unmarried officers were unable to visit their homes before re-joining. 

 

Since the depletion of the ranks of the force men of the fire brigade and special 

constables have been sworn in to take duty. They are easily distinguishable from a red 

badge worn on the arm with the letters ñSurrey Policeò. 

 

Missing513 

 
 

 
511 Surrey Advertiser Saturday 2 May 1914 West Sussex Gazette Thursday 7 May 1914 
512 Surrey Advertiser Saturday 8 August 1914 
513 Surrey Advertiser Saturday 26 September 1914 
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Policeman Soldiers514 

PC Lawty and Police Sergeant Emery Guildford Borough Police 

 

 

Kingôs Police Medal515 

 

Among the recipients of the Kingôs Police Medal is PC Edwin Lawty of the Guildford 

Borough Police who as a reservist of the Queenôs Bays went to the front on the 

outbreak of war and is now a prisoner of war in Germany. At Guildford last year PC 

Lawty grappled singleïhanded with an armed burglar who had dealt him a heavy 

blow on the head with a golf flagpole and managed by a ju-jitsu hold to secure him 

until help arrived. 

 

 

PC Lawty Police Review 1915 from Dr Peter Kennison 

 
514 Surrey Advertiser Wednesday 18 November 1914 
515 Surrey Advertiser-Monday 4 January 1915 

 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com  

 

 737 

Corporal Lawty Home  

516 

Corporal Edwin Lawty Dragoon Guards a former member of the Guildford Borough 

Police has been repatriated from Germany and arrived at his home in Guildford on 

Friday. He was taken prisoner four years and three months ago at Valenciennes and 

was in Germany up to seven months ago when he was transferred to Holland. 

Corporal Lawty suffered considerable privations while in Germany especially as 

regard to food and states that he was a ñbag of bonesò when he left that country for 

Holland. He is now expecting his discharge from the Army and will, we understand, 

be leaving Guildford 

 

Note: The Guildford Borough Police records do not indicate that Lawty re-joined the 

Force.517 

 

From Barrie Friend, Battlefield Tour Guide518 

I thought I would try to trace which POW camp(s) he spent time in. I have not been 

successful. The 'repatriated POW from Germany' Red Cross POW records say that 

6540 Cpl E Lawty (spelt Lawtry) 2 Dragoon Guards, arrived in the UK on 1st 

November 1918 and the embarkation officer at Canterbury recorded 'gsw head arms' 

(note: Probably gunshot wounds) and 'wounds sev (severe)'. Lawty was admitted to 

King George Hospital, Stamford St, SE1 on the same day. 

 

A large number of other POWs were repatriated on the same day, many with severe 

wounds, and admitted to the same hospital. I feel that the wounds would have been 

recent - any received prior to capture would by now have healed. They would have 

been serious enough for Lawty to be admitted to hospital but not of such a nature as to 

prevent his re-joining in the RASC seven months later.  

This raised some interesting points for me. Where and how did he receive his 

wounds? How did he become repatriated as a POW? Was it the nature of the wounds? 

After capture during the war many seriously wounded were, through the Red Cross, 

repatriated or sent to a neutral country - Holland often. The war was still being 

fought on 1st November 1918 and the Germans were on the retreat (Hundred Days To 

Victory). Plans about a ceasefire were being discussed behind the scenes.  

The 2nd Dragoons took part in this retreat and no doubt a number of them were 

wounded, maybe some with 'a Blighty one' and if Lawty had not been a POW this 

may give an answer to his arriving in the UK on 1st November. The Medal Rolls 

 
516 Surrey Advertiser-Monday 11 November 1918 
517 Email Robert Simonson Surrey History Centre Woking 17 July 2019 to Robert Bartlett ref:  

9152/2/4/2/1 
518 Email 10 July 2019 Barrie Friend MA 
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Index Card is clear that he was taken POW on 28 November 1914 having entered the 

theatre of war on 15 August 1914. 

Maybe the POW record date is not accurate. 

Lawty had spent most of the war as a POW but unfortunately the Red Cross records 

don't say which camp(s) he was incarcerated in. This is a little unusual. Wherever it 

was would have been it would not have reached the standard of a Butlin's. 

Census and Electoral Roll519 

In 1891 Edwin is shown as 8 months old and was born in Hunmanby, Yorkshire and 

living with his father, Edwin A. Lawty and his mother Mary Elizabeth Lawty together 

with several siblings. I do not have a date of birth, but as he was 8 months old when 

the census was taken, (5 April) he was probably born in September 1890. They were 

living at 21 Bridlington Street, Hunmanby and his father's occupation is shown as 

waiter at inn. 

In 1901, they were at the same address but the husband is shown as Edward 

Anderson, also an inn waiter! 

In 1911, he is listed as a private in the 2 Dragoon Guards (Queens Bays) at Aldershot 

Camp. 

After World War One in the electoral rolls, he is listed as living at 107 Cline Road, 

Guildford (As these are not censuses, occupation is not shown.) 

 

Police Constable 216 Sidney George Lewis 

East Surrey Regiment War Service at age 13 

106th Company of the Machine Gun Corps 

Post First World War Surrey Constabulary 

Appointed 23 March 1925 

Sidney George Lewis was born in Tooting on 24 March 1903, the son of Edward John 

Lewis and Fanny Lewis. On the 1911 census his fatherôs occupation is given as 

asylum attendant. It is likely he worked at London County Councilôs Springfield 

Hospital (formerly the first Surrey County Asylum). The family lived at 53 Defoe 

Road, now 934 Garratt Lane, and a blue plaque marks the house.520 

 
519 Email John Molyneaux to Robert Bartlett 10 July 2019 
520 Written by Laurence Spring, Surrey Heritage 
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From Tooting aged 12 he volunteered for Army service in August 1915. Sidney, the 

youngest authenticated British soldier of the Great War 

Sidney was the youngest of the three sons of Edward, an óAsylum Attendantô, and 

Fanny Lewis and grew up in Tooting at 53 Defoe Road, now 953 Garratt Lane 

In 9 August 1915 Sidney Lewis enlisted at the recruiting office in Wimbledon, a sub-

office of the Kingston Recruiting Office. He seemed like any other recruit. He 

claimed to be a tailor and to be 19 years old. Whether the recruiting officer, Mr 

Holland, or medical examiner, Mr Clapham, suspected anything is not known, but he 

passed his medical and his details were entered into the East Surrey Regimental 

Recruiting District register. His height was given as 5 foot 5¾ inches, his weight as 

113 pounds and it was recorded that he had several moles as distinctive marks.521 522 

Lewis joined the East Surrey Regiment, but at some point he was transferred to the 

relatively newly formed 106th Company of the Machine Gun Corps with the number 

14645 and sent to France in time to take part in the bloody and horrific battle of 

Delville Wood, which began on 15 July 1916 and would last until 3 September 1916, 

one of the many actions that made up the battle of the Somme which began on 1 July 

1916. 

 

Sidney Lewis' birth certificate shows he was born in March 1903 and thus was 

only 12 when he enlisted 

However, it is at this point that there is a twist in the story of his military service, 

because on 18 August 1916 Sidneyôs mother wrote to the War Office with a copy of 

his birth certificate which proved that rather than being 19 years old he was in fact 12 

at the time of his enlistment, being born on 24 March 1903. What made Fanny Lewis 

 
521 Written by Laurence Spring, Surrey Heritage 

522  SHC ref 2496/4 page 93 
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wait so long before she contacted the War Office is not known ï possibly she did not 

know his whereabouts until then or Sidney had written home to say that he had had 

enough after three months in action. Certainly when he enlisted he did not give his 

address. 

Whatever the reason the War Office moved quickly and wrote back to her on 23 

August informing her that instructions had been issued óthat he is to be at once 

withdrawn from the firing line and sent home for dischargeô. On 24 August 1916 she 

received a telegram from the Machine Gun Corps that, óaction has been taken and the 

lad will be discharged with all possible speedô. By 18 September 1916 he was back in 

England waiting for his discharge.523 

His age on discharge was 13 and he is believed to have been the youngest British 

soldier to fight in the First World War. What he thought about being discharged is not 

recorded but in 1918 he was once more back in the ranks of the army, still under age, 

this time in the Guardsô Machine Gun Regiment number 7252.  

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal for his service in the 

Great War, in which he was deployed to France with the 106th Machine Gun Company 

and saw active service including six weeks fighting in the Battle of Somme. There is no 

record of him being awarded the 1914, or the 1914/1915 Star.524 

 

 
523 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/the-boy-soldier-sidney-lewis-the-youngest-man-to-

serve-in-the-british-army/ 
524 Barrie Friend email 25 August 2019 
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After the war he served in the Army of Occupation before joining the Surrey 

Constabulary.525 

From the Surrey Constabulary Defaulterôs Book526 

PC 216 aged 22 on the 24 March 1925 

5 Feet 11 Inches Pale complexion, brown hair, brown eyes 

Born Tooting, engineering fitter last address 53, Defoe Road, Tooting 

Army August 1915 to August 1916 + 1918-19, about two and a half years - still on Reserve  

Appointed 23 March 1925 sworn in 27 March 1925 

Posted Godalming 7 April 1925 

26 July 1942 Temporary Sergeant 

1 July 1957 Sergeant 

 

Godalming, Camberley, Rowledge, Coldharbour, Horne, Baldwins Hill Egham, Stoke 

DôAbernon, Old Woking, Kingswood, Hersham, Walton on Thames, Bagshot 

Mention in the press of being in bomb disposal. Not so but he was a trained Bomb 

Reconnaissance Officer 1942 with the task of visiting all bombings to ascertain what 

ordinance was involved and what action needed to be taken by Bomb Disposal.  He 

became qualified instructor of incident officers 1944. 

Pensioned 2 April 1955 Extemporary conduct 30 years service with average pay last 

three years £605.5.5 pension £403 10.3 

Died 9 April 1969  

In September 1928, Lewis married Ivy Bardell and by 1939 had moved to 7 Rosebery 

Crescent, Old Woking. During the Second World War he was employed in bomb 

disposal. With the war over, in May 1945 he moved to the Police Station, New 

Zealand Avenue, Walton on Thames, and he died in 1969 aged 63.527 

He died in 1969, the landlord of a pub in Frant, East Sussex.528 

It is clear having consulted the Surrey Constabulary records how what appears to be a 

serving police officer was employed according to the press in bomb disposal. Every 

division of every police force had officers trained to visit bomb scenes particularly 

where they had not exploded. Known as Bomb Reconnaissance Officers this may 

have been Lewisôs duty in the Second World War. This was a perilous task as the role 

included going to the scene of unexploded bombs to work out the threat including the 

size and nature of the device and deciding if bomb disposal were to be called. 

 
525 https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/my-dad-the-hero-aged-12-mystery-1443377 
526 From Robert Simonson Surrey History Centre 28 August 2019'defaulter's book' (ref. 9152/1/2/1/4 
527 https://www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk/story/the-boy-soldier-sidney-lewis-the-youngest-man-to-

serve-in-the-british-army/ 
528 https://vauxhallhistory.org/the-unstoppable-sidney-lewis-tootings-pre-teen-somme-machine-gunner/ 
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Part of Sidney Lewisôs entry in the Surrey Constabulary Defaulterôs Book ï the 

strangely named register of all those who served 
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PC Sidney Lewis, seen here on holiday with his wife Ivy in c.1946 went on to join 

the police force in 1925 

September 1932 

Five Men and a Car: Stopped at Police Cordon 

Magistrate sends them for trial529 

ñI take a very serious view of car stealing as I think everyone does,ò said Mr Ronald 

Powell the West London Police Court magistrate on Saturday in declining to deal 

summarily with five men who appeared before him on a charge of this nature. 

The five men were charged on remand with being concerned together in stealing (or 

taking away without the ownerôs consent) a Ford Touring car belonging to David 

Murray of Billericay. 

Mr Murray said he left his car outside a house in Hammersmith about 9.30pm on 

September 9. An hour later it had gone but the next morning he saw it at 

Hammersmith police station. 

PC Sidney Lewis of the Surrey Constabulary stated the car was stopped at a police 

cordon on the Southampton Road at Egham at 11.35pm on September 9.Kennedy 

who was driving failed to produce a driving licence and certificate of insurance and 

he was unable to give the number of the car or any other particulars about it. The 

other men who were also in the car did not give satisfactory explanations and all five 

were detained.  Later it was learned that the car had been reported stolen and the men 

were handed over to the Metropolitan Police. Committed to the London Sessions on 

£10 bail. 

 

 
529 West Middlesex Gazette 24 September 1932 
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Police Constable 241 James A Lush 

First World War  

6th Battalion The Queens, 29 Aug 1914-15 Apr 1919 

Surrey Constabulary 5 August 1919 

 

Surrey Constabulary  'defaulter's book' (ref. 9152/1/2/1/4).   

 

James A Lush, appointment no. 1809 

Age 21 in Dec 1918, 5ft 10 inches, pale complexion, auburn hair, hazel eyes. 

Born New Haw, Surrey, grounds man. 

Last address, 2 Oak Cottages, Station Road, West Byfleet. Last employed by 

Mr Pattison, Dartnell Park: Parents at Byfleet, aunt at Walton on Thames 

Previous public service, 6th Battalion The Queens, 29 August 1914-15 -Apr 

1919 [so if 21 in December 1918, still only 16¾ in Aug 1914. Date of 

appointment 5 August 1919, collar no. 214 Sworn 8 August 1919 at 

Guildford.  First stationed Godalming 

 

 

Removals: 

17 Mar 1920 Godalming to Bletchingley; 9 Jul 1923 Bletchingley to Holmwood; 14 Jan 1935 

Holmwood to Abinger; 23 Mar 1937 Abinger to Leatherhead; 4 Jul 1938 Leatherhaed to 

Shere; 15 May 1939 Shere to Leatherhead 
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3 Jul 1938 promoted from Constable to Sergeant 

 

Failed exams for pay increments 29 Nov 1924 and 21 Nov 1925 

May 1926 passed 3rd examination St John's Ambulance Association 

29 Nov 1930 Passed examination for promotion to Sergeant 

17 Oct 1936 Passed Official Anti-Gas Course 

4 Feb 1946 Defence Medal 

Pensioned on completion of service, 8 Jan 1949, 29 years service 

Exemplary conduct in service 

Died 1967 

 

From Miss Lush via Ted Bellingham 3 September 1919  

She vividly remembers her mother's dismay at moving to the police house in Abinger 

(opposite the clock) where there was no running water save for a hand pump in the 

kitchen; the toilet was in the garden; and there were no gas lights upstairs so you went 

to bed with a candle. It was a delight to move to the police office in Shere which was 

new. Her mother though, was expected to do the office work. 

When they moved to Leatherhead, as the station sergeant's wife her mother was also 

expected to cook meals for any prisoners held at the weekend. She also acted a 

matron for any female prisoners, including escorting to Holloway if committed. 

Police Constable 20 Sidney Charles Macey 

Guildford Borough Police 

Killed i n action aged 28 2 November 1914 Ypres Salient 

1st Battalion Scots Guards 

Guildford Constableôs Brother Killed530 

On Thursday Mrs Macey wife of Private S. C. Macey of the 1st Scots Guards who is 

also a member of the Guildford Borough Police Force received a letter from her 

husband indicating that he was well. Private Macey has had the misfortune to lose his 

brother Private F. Macey while in action with the Coldstream Guards.531 

PC Maceyôs brother F G Macey was killed September 8 1914 aged 24 serving with 

the Coldstream Guards as Private 9285 and is buried in Bellot Communal Cemetery, 

France. Son of the late Edwin and Emma Macey of Chilmark, Salisbury, Wiltshire 

PC Sidney Macey served as Private 6426 of the 1st Battalion Scots Guards dying aged 

28 in the defence of Ypres Salient. He was the husband of Ada H. Macey, of 

ñHighrough,ò Mountside, Guildford and is remembered on Ypres (Menin Gate) 

Memorial He enlisted in Southampton and gave his residence as Salisbury.  

 
530 Saturday 10 October 1914 the Surrey Advertiser 
531 Surrey Advertiser Saturday 10 October 1914 
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Sidney Macey joined Guildford Borough on 8th February 1909 aged 23, and was 

sworn in on 22nd March 1909 before Messrs Gibson and Salisbury at Guildford Town 

Hall. His appointment number was 64 and his collar number 20. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as butcher and that he had had 3 years service with the 

2nd Battalion, Scots Guards. During his service he was promoted from 4th class to 1st 

class constable. On 21st November 1911 for neglect of duty in not reporting a found 

locket on 14th November he was stopped one days leave by the chief constable. 

 

Photo Taken 29 November 1911 

   

Age 23 Height 6`1ò Complexion Fresh Hair  

Dark Brown Eyes Dark Blue Birth Place Salisbury 

 

 

Menin Gate Memorial: Visited by Dave Powell June 2011 

Additional research by Phil Badham 

 

He was born 1885/1886 in Chilmark near Salisbury, Wiltshire to Edwin and Emma Macey (nee 

Macey!), and was baptised on 29th January 1886 in the local parish. His parents had a total of four 

children. In 1901 Sidney was still living with his parents in Chilmark and working as a groom but 

joined the 1st Battalion, Scots Guards, on 2 February 1906. After 3 yearsô service, he left to join the 

Guildford Borough Police, and was appointed on 8 February 1909 and sworn in as constable 20, by the 

mayor, at Guildford town hall, on 22 March that year. In his time with Guildford Borough Police he 

rose from constable 4th class to constable 1st class. The 1911 census shows that Sidney was at that 
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time living at 29 Testard Road, Guildford, lodging with the Lawrence family. Sidney married Ada 

Harriet Watt on 26 December 1912, at the Parish Church in the parish of Stoke-Next- Guildford.  

 

He served in the Police until he was recalled to the Colours to re-join the Scots Guards on 4th August 

1914, at the outbreak of the First World War. The battalion were stationed in Aldershot, but left for Le 

Havre, France, on 13 August 1914. By 24 August, the battalion, as part of the British Expeditionary 

Force, was already being deployed to assist with the retirement of British and French troops in the face 

of the German advance. On Saturday 10 October 1914 the Surrey Advertiser newspaper reported that 

Mrs Macey, Stanley's wife, had received a letter from him on the previous Thursday, in which he 

indicated he was well but had the misfortune to have lost his brother, Private F Macey, who'd been in 

action with the Coldstream Guards. 

 

By 15 October the Battalion was near the village of Vendresse, having already lost 9 officers, with 206 

other ranks killed, wounded and missing. From 21 October through to the early days of November the 

battalion saw action in the Bixschoote area north of Ypres and were involved in the heavy fighting on 

the outskirts of Ypres, along the Menin Road, in the vicinity of the village of Gheluvelt, in the efforts 

of the BEF to stem the German advance. During the fighting Sidney was taken prisoner and was 

reported to have died from wounds during November 1914, at the age of 28.  

 

The date Stanley died is in question, the Commonwealth War Graves records show it as 2 November 

1914 whereas the Register of Soldiers' Effects as 30 November 1914; both agree he was a prisoner of 

war. However, the Woking News and Mail of 6 August 1915 stated it was the 14 November. Its article 

says "The War Office intimation simply states that he was "killed in action", but a private letter 

received from Geneva gives fuller particulars of the gallant soldier's death. Pte Macey received two 

serious wounds at Ypres on October 28th when his company was completely surrounded and when 

nearly all those who were not killed or wounded were taken prisoners. The last Macey was seen he lay 

wounded on the field. He was taken prisoner by the Germans, removed to a hospital and on November 

14th died of his wounds. Pte Macey leaves a widow and among members of the police force with 

whom he was very popular, the news of his death has been received with much regret. Stanley was 

aged 28 and his final resting place being unknown; he is commemorated on the Menin Gate memorial 

at Ypres. 532 

 

Police Constable 12 Harry Beresford Mann  

Late Reigate Borough Police 

Transferred to Southend in 1914 

Killed in Action 1917 

 

Served with Southend Borough Constabulary from Sep 1, 1914 and died on Sep 

2, 1917. Gunner 126548 Mann of L Battery, Royal Horse Artillery 

Harry Beresford Mann was born on March 4, 1890, in Chelsea. On June 17, 1910, he 

joined Reigate Borough Police serving in that force as Constable 12. His parents were 

 
532 Surrey Advertiser - Saturday 10 October 1914 
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then living in Barrack Road, Finchampstead, Berkshire and prior to joining the police 

Harry had been employed for a while at Wellington College, Berkshire. In February 

1914, whilst living at 7 St. John's Terrace Road, Redhill he responded to an 

advertisement and applied for a transfer to Southend-on-Sea Borough Police force. He 

described himself as being five feet eleven inches tall, weighing twelve stones two 

pounds with a chest measurement of thirty-eight inches. He had blue eyes, brown hair 

and a fresh complexion. 

James Metcalfe, Head Constable of the Reigate Borough Police supported his 

application and wrote to the Chief Constable of Southend on February 27, 1914. 

"I have to inform you that the above named has my permission to apply for the office 

of constable in your force. He has served in this force since 17th June 1910, and in my 

opinion is quite eligible for the office he seeks. I have lost a number of fine young 

fellows in this way, but I am not surprised at those who have anything in them 

desiring to transfer to larger Boroughs where there is more going on. This loss is a 

rather serious inconvenience to me and my officers, but I am not at all disposed to in 

any way obstruct the freedom of such transfers." 

Harry was duly accepted by the Southend force and was appointed Constable 75 on 

April 1, 1914. He was posted to the Leigh section. 

Harry Mann was recorded as missing presumed killed in action on November 30 

1917. His body, if ever recovered was never identified. He was twenty-nine years old 

when he died. His police colleague Philip Saban was mortally wounded and died later 

of his wounds at the 29th Division Casualty Clearing Station at Grevillers on 

December 2, he was just twenty-four years of age. 

Police Constable 25 later PC7 Arthur Manfield  

Later Detective Sergeant 

Guildford Borough Police 

First World War  

Royal Garrison Artillery  

MID  

The Police Force return to the Colours533 

 

 
533 Surrey Advertiser Saturday 8 August 1914 
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The Guildford Borough Police Force has sent nine men. They were Police Constables 

Demount, ASC (Aldershot) Manfield RGA Sandown; Goodwin; Yeend; Deacon and 

HJ Gascoyne Coldstream Guards (Chelsea); Macey Scots Guards (The Tower) and 

Lawty, Queen Bays (Monmouth). The ninth member PC Brazier is at present sick. 

Their colleagues not on duty accompanied them to the railway station on Wednesday 

morning and gave them a hearty send off. Owing to the shortness of time some of the 

unmarried officers were unable to visit their homes before re-joining 

 
PCs Punter, Lawrence, Mynett, T Oliver, Manfield, W Oliver, Rickman  

HJ Gascoyne, Lintott, Holt, Marshall, Norris, Hatcher, Taylor, Macey, Demount 

PJ Gascoyne, Emery, Read, Clarke, Inspector Utley, Chief Constable Nicholas, 

Detective Sergeant Bias, Hawkins, Springate, Turner, 

Yeend, Fuller, Pinner, H Gascoyne 

Guildford Borough Police 29 November 1911 

 

 
Surrey Advertiser 1 May 1918 
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The Chief Constable reported that ex-Detective Constable Manfield had been promoted to the rank of 

sergeant in the RGA and mentioned in despatches for his courage and devotion to duty in rescuing 

wounded and saving ammunition under shellfire. 

 

1925 March 10: Boy housebreaker sent to reformatory: Three further charges of 

housebreaking were preferred at the Guildford Petty Sessions yesterday against 

George Dixon aged 13 who was remanded last week on a charge of housebreaking 

and theft at Guildford. DC Penbered of the Wolverhampton Borough Police said that 

while he was taking down a statement at Dixonôs dictation concerning the murder of 

PC Willitts of the Wolverhampton Police. Dixon voluntarily added that he had done 

several housebreakings in various parts of the country and indicated to him a number 

of houses he had entered. Detective Sergeant Manfield of the Guildford Borough 

Police said in a statement the defendant gave his name as William Jones and said his 

father served in the Royal Artillery at Woolwich. The defendant pleased guilty to the 

four charges and DC Penbered said Dixon had broken into ten houses all together. 

The boy was sent to the Liverpool Juvenile Reformatory Association to be placed in 

one of their homes until he was 19.534 

1928: The CID Guildford Borough Police  consisted of Detective Sergeant Arthur 

Manfield, and Detective Constables C P Fountain and H E Stone.535 

1931: When in 1931 PC Fountain joined the Guildford Borough CID he was on 

call when off duty. Housebreaking was prevelant as was theft of cycles. The cycle 

theft caused a lot of hard work and was finally cleared up when it was discovered that 

bikes were leaving the town by train avoiding the road checks that had been set up. 

When the thieves were arrested cycles from across England were recovered 

Fountain owned a motor cycle and since the Force did not have any transport he was 

able to use the vehicle and claim an allowance. Before he joined CID he would often 

use the motor cycle on nights to pad out the cover when they were short of men. He 

would carry the detective sergeant in the side car ï both being in plain clothes. This 

proved effective and they made many arrests. The motor cycle was kept in the yard of 

the Surrey Arms opposite the police station. The DS at the time was Manfield. 536  

 

 
534 The Times   Tuesday, Mar 10, 1925 
535 PC Bowd biography note below 
536 From a biographical note by PC Fountain below 
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DS Fountain and DS Manfield Guildford Borough Police who returned to the 

Colours August 1914 re-joining to continue his career with the Borough 

 

Police Constable 254 Henry Minter 

Later Superintendent Surrey Constabulary 

First World War Lance Corporal Coldstream Guards 

Born 2 June 1891 Dover 

Christened 10 September 1891St Bartholomew, Charlton by Dover 

Died 29 November 1966 

Joined Surrey Constabulary 1912 

Minter Henry Coldstream Guards 

Lance Corporal 22 April 1918 - 31 March 1920 

Re-joined Surrey Constabulary  

Sergeant 1925 
1929 Inspector 

1931 Superintendent Hersham Division 

 

Henry joined the Coldstream Guards on 22 April 1918, aged 26 years 10 months. 

Prior to enlisting he was a police constable in the Surrey Constabulary. He was 

promoted Lance Corporal and was discharged on demobilisation on 31 March 1920. 

He gave his address as 45 Maybury Road, Woking, Surrey.537 

 
537 Ancestry.com World War One pension records 
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Whilst still a police constable, Henry played a part in the 1924 'Blue Anchor Hotel 

Byfleet poisoning' 538 

 

 

The Dover and East Kent News on Friday 17 July 1931: A Dover man, Mr H Minter, 

has been appointed Superintendent of the Hersham Division of the Surrey County 

Constabulary. Mr Minter was promoted Inspector not quite two years ago, and his 

latest step is due to Supt. W H Bird, whom he is succeeding, having been appointed 

Deputy Chief Constable of Surrey. Mr Minter, who joined the Surrey Constabulary in 

1912, and was promoted Sergeant in 1925, was the son of the late John Stephen and 

Susan Minter, of Tower Hamlets. He was for several years, as a youth, employed by 

Messrs Palmer and Sons, of Dover. Dover can be proud of Mr Minter's rise in such an 

important Force as the Surrey Constabulary. 

 

1939 Register: at 83 Copthorne Road, Leatherhead U.D., Surrey 

Minter, Henry born 2 Jun 1891, married, civil servant, superintendent of police 

Minter, Ellen B born 11 Apr 1895, married, unpaid domestic duties 

Minter, Frank B born 7 Jun 1928, single, at school. 

https://probatesearch.service.gov.uk: 

 
538 See http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/history-from-police archives/RB1/Pt2/pt2Vaquier24.html  
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Minter Henry of 16 Louvaine Avenue Wickford Basildon Essex died 29 November 

1966 Probate Ipswich 24 January 1967 to Dennis Henry Minter draughtsman and 

Frank Bernard Minter civil servant. £5273539 

 

Joined the Guards during First World War  

Surrey Advertiser 27 April 1918 

The eight men were the last eligible single police officers serving in the Surrey 

Constabulary. There was one however, a discharged soldier and two over military 

age.  Police Constables Bord, A Ellis, Rose, HQ at Guildford; Edwards, Virginia 

Water; Smeed, Camberley; Wilkinson, Godalming; Freeland, York Town; Turner, 

Woking; Fielding, Egham Hythe; Norgate, Englefield Green; Lewis, Fetcham; 

Bishop, Hogs back; Hainsworth, Haslemere; C Ellis, Tatsfield; White, Minter, 

Woking; A Ellis Charlwood; called to the Colours in April 1918. None appear on the 

force war memorial so it can be assumed they all survived. 540 

It may have been five months from the end of the war but in May there was no 

indication that the war would end that year or any certainty that the Allies would win, 

 
539 http://www.theminters.co.uk/getperson.php?personID=I17&tree=dover 

540 Surrey Advertiser 27 April 1918 
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even though the vast amount of manpower and resources were beginning to be 

deployed by the United States. 

 

 

1924 29 March: Blue Anchor Hotel Byfleet poisoning: the John Pierre Vaquier 

case. Press cuttings and copy-correspondence regarding press interference with 

witnesses are held at the Surrey Record Centre. The story is of a vain Frenchman who 

poisoned his mistress's husband, Alfred Jones. Meeting Mabel Theresa Jones, wife of 

a Surrey hotel owner, whilst she was on holiday in France in 1924, Vaquier followed 

her back to England. In March of the same year he went to London to purchase 

poison. He signed the register with a false name but put the address of the Jonesô 

hotel. When Mr Jones died, investigations led police to the chemist who identified 

Vaquier; charged with murder by strychnine and appeared before at Surrey Assizes 

Guildford in July 1924 where he was found guilty and later hanged.  Superintendent 

Boshier of Woking Division and DCC Kenward investigated the crime. One officer 

who had charge of the prisoner was PC H Minter, later Superintendent, the one man 

in the force to work continuously in plain clothes in the county 

5 June 1924 The Times Sent for Trial by Woking Magistrates Court before whom he 

appeared for the eighth time. Superintendent Boshier was the officer in charge of the 

case. Sir Bernard Spilsbury Home Office pathologist undertook the post mortem.    

2 July 1924 Surrey Assizes: At Guildford a charge of murder of Alfred Poynter 

Jones, Landlord of the blue Anchor Inn at Byfleet on 29 March last. His Lordship 

said, that he thought there was no doubt upon the evidence that Mr Jonesô death was 
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caused by strychnine poisoning. The question was who put the poison into the bottle 

that was supposed to contain harmless bromo salts. There was evidence that theta the 

accused was in the bar parlour earlier that day Mr Jones died and therefore had the 

opportunity to tamper with the bottle. The Grand Jury returned a true bill.541  

3 July 1924 Surrey Assizes the trial opens: Admission to the court was by ticket and 

every seat was occupied and many women were present they being allotted seats on 

the left side of the public gallery and the men being on the right. Some of the most 

famous legal names of the day were present in the court; for the Crown the Attorney 

General Sir Patrick Hastings KC, Sir Edward Marshall Hall KC; for the defence Sir 

Henry Curtis-Bennett. Sir Archibald Bodkin D of PP was present in the court.   

4 July 1924: The trial was continued with Mrs Jones returning to the witness box and 

spending seven hours under cross-examination. The newspaper contains a detailed 

report of her evidence and cross-examination. After a full day the court was 

adjourned.542  

7 July 1924: Violent protest after death sentence: Vaquier was found guilty at 

Surrey Summer assizes at Guildford after a trial lasting four days and sentenced to 

death. The jury were out for an hour and forty minutes and when the foreman of the 

jury announced the verdict, which was translated for the prisoner his face lost some of 

its colour though he showed little trace of emotion. Several women in the court broke 

down in tears when the verdict was announced and burst into tears. Vaquier shouted, 

ñI can only say I am innocent. I swear on my motherôs and my fatherôs graves, which 

are still fresh that I am innocent of the crime with which I am charged.ò After 

sentence Vaquier spoke to the jury in voluble French telling them they had come to an 

iniquitous verdict, the judge demanding that he be removed. He continued shouting as 

the warders removed him. Within a quarter of an hour of being sentenced he was in a 

motorcar on his journey to Wandsworth prison. This press report is again very 

detailed of the last hours of the trial.543 1924 July 15: Appeal at the Court of Criminal 

Appeal on 28 July. It is understood that counsel will now be instructed by the 

Registrar of the Court of Criminal Appeal under the Poor Persons Defence Act. 544 

Fred Shoobridge in 1999: 1932 Cutmill murders: Sergeant Lucas took the recruits in 

the van to search the common for clues. The van had to go back so that at the end we 

walked to the Hogôs Back and caught a bus. That night I was on duty at the police HQ 

in Guildford and had to clean the place. All the detectives would be called to the 

murder. Minter, Roberts, Curry; six or seven formed the Surrey Constabulary 

Criminal Investigation Department. Fred Collins and Tom Roberts were photographic 

and fingerprints.545 

 
541 The Times 2 July 1924 
542 The Times 4 July 1924 
543 The Times 7 July 1924 
544 The Times 15 July 1924 
545 In conversation with Robert Bartlett in 1999 
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1932 November 14 Woman and child in front of train: Mrs Violet Robus 28 of 

Walton on Thames was charged at Kingston County Police Court with attempting to 

murder her two-year-old child Mary June and with attempting to commit suicide.  On 

November 4 the mother and child were seen lying on the rails at Walton station. A 

train drew up very quickly and two young men lifted the woman and child onto the 

platform. It appeared as if they had fallen on the line. Neither the woman nor the child 

was hurt though the mother was suffering from shock and was hysterical. Police 

Superintendent Minter reported that the woman said, ñYes, I wanted to go with her 

but she did not want me.ò Sent to the Assizes when a report of her mental condition 

will be made. 546 

1935 May 20: Shots at window of a country house: Man charged with theft of 

gun: At Epsom Police Court on Saturday Reginald Payne, 30, described as a barman 

of no fixed abode, was remanded in custody until Thursday charged with breaking 

and entering Ashley Court, Ashtead, the residence of Mr Walter James Purdy, during 

the night and stealing a double barrelled shotgun valued at £52.10s the property of Mr 

Purdy.  Police Sergeant Reid of Leatherhead said that searching Ashtead Woods that 

morning in company with a number of other police officers he saw Payne walking 

along the road from the direction of Leatherhead carrying a double-barrelled 12 bore 

shotgun.  As the witness approached him Payne handed to gun to him and said, ñhere 

it is. You had better unload it.ò He opened the gun and took from it two live 

cartridges, No 5 shot.  He examined the gun and saw it had previously been fired. 

When asked, ñWhat is the game?ò Payne replied: I have been getting my own back.ò 

He was taken to Leatherhead police station where Superintendent Minter charged him 

and cautioned him when he made no reply. ñOn the way to the court in the car that 

morningò the sergeant continued, he said, ñAre there any casualties at the house?ò I 

replied ñNo.ò He then said, ñI am getting off light with this.ò The Chairman, ñDid you 

understand which house he meant? Did he mention Ashley Court?ò Sergeant Reid 

replied that he took it to mean he meant Ashley Court the house in the occupation of 

Mr Purdy. Sergeant Reid recalled, said that at 4am he visited Ashley Court, Ashtead 

in response to a telephone message. He was shown there a bedroom window on the 

first floor, which had apparently been broken by pellets from s shotgun. Two 

windows at the back of the same house on the same floor were broken, one apparently 

by pellets from a shotgun and one by bullets from a rifle. Payne was remanded in 

custody until Thursday; the Chairman asking that he should be kept under medical 

observation.547 

Police Constable 18 William Parker 

Reigate Borough Police 

Royal Army Medical Corps 

 
546 The Times 14 November 1932 
547 The Times (London, England), Monday, May 20, 1935 
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Warrant Officer  

Meritorious Service Medal 

Re-called to the army August 5 1914 re-joined Reigate Borough Police 14 February 

1919 being discharged from the army 13 March 1919  

Reigate Constable Decorated 

Meritorious Service Medal to PC Parker548 

An interesting ceremony took place on Monday evening at the meeting of the Reigate 

Town Council when PC William Parker, of the Reigate Borough Police Force was 

publicly presented with the Meritorious Service Medal awarded to him by the military 

authorities for his devoted service as a soldier during the war. 

The Mayor, Alderman T Malcolmson said the record of PC Parker was that he joined 

the Reigate Borough Force in May 1911 when he was in the army reserve. He was 

recalled to the Colours as a private on August 5 1914 upon the outbreak of war. He 

passed from lance corporal to acting sergeant and sub-conductor, warrant officer 2nd 

class in the RAMC.  He resumed duty in the Reigate Borough Force on February 16 

of this year (1919). He (the Mayor) had very much pleasure in presenting that 

Meritorious Service Medal to PC Parker. He had won it by faithful and diligent 

discharge of his duty, and they were convinced that while he remained in the Police 

Force he would continue to exercise those qualities, which gained for him that 

decoration. They were quite convinced that he had won the decoration well and 

earnestly, and they trusted with satisfaction to himself and his friends. He wished him 

long life and long service in the Borough Police Force and they hoped to see him 

obtain the award of diligent service as time went on (applause). 

The Mayor then pinned the medal on the tunic of the constable and shook hands with 

him. The constable acknowledged the bestowal of the decoration with a salute. 

 

Police Constable 26 Percy Punter  

Guildford Borough Police  

Squadron Sergeant Major 

Army Service Corps Remounts Section 

Meritorious Service Medal (22 February 1919) 

 
548 Surrey Mirror 30 May 1919 from Henry Pelham 16 August 2019 
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 Mentioned in Despatches (23 August 1919) 

 

Served with the Army Service Corps Remounts Section. His pension papers survive at 

The National Archives (and on Ancestry). His Army Number was R/4/072121 and he 

was also awarded the Meritorious Service Medal (22 February 1919), and Mentioned 

in Despatches (23 August 1919). Re-joined Guildford Borough Police 13 October 

1919 

He attested at Guildford on 20 March 1915 giving his occupation as Police Constable 

aged 36 years 9 months. He was promoted Squadron Sgt Major on 25 March 1915 

five days after re-call.  

 

 

Surrey Advertiser 1 May 1918 

 

He had previously served in the Royal Field Artillery (discharged time expired). He 

married (aged 27, and giving his occupation as a Police Constable) Elizabeth Annie 

Gardner (aged 22) on 6. December 1905 at St Paulôs Church in Dorking.549 

 

 
549 Richard Callaghan BA (Hons) Curator Royal Military Police Museum 
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The chief constable reported that ex-PC Punter has been promoted to squadron sergeant major and 

been mentioned in despatches for valuable service rendered. 550 

 

Police Constable Leonard J. Saltmarsh 

Surrey Constabulary 

Second World War  

Distinguished Flying Cross and Bar 

RAF Squadron Leader  

7 Squadron Pathfinder 

 

Leonard Saltmarsh served before and after the war in the Surrey Constabulary. In 

December 1942 he trained in a Tiger Moth and went on to fly Wellingtons and 

Lancasters with 7 Squadron, Pathfinders. He was awarded the DFC for actions on the 

26th of August 1944 in a raid over Kiel. He flew 99 Operational sorties. 

D.F.C. London Gazette 3 October 1944. The original recommendation states: óFlying 

Officer L. J. Saltmarsh has so far completed 17 successful sorties as Pilot and Captain 

of Lancaster aircraft, and has been most conspicuous at all times for his extremely 

high standard of courage and resoluteness. On two difficult occasions during daylight 

attacks on Vaires on 12 July 1944 and on Emieville on 18 August 1944, he observed a 

crippled bomber proceeding at a very reduced speed away from the target. On both 

occasions he dropped behind the main bomber stream in order to escort the damaged 

bomber safely back to England. On 15 August, during a daylight attack on the airfield 

at St. Trond, one of his engines became unserviceable on the way to the target and the 

propeller had to be feathered. But in spite of the fact that he was getting behind the 

main stream, owing to his reduced speed, he pressed on and bombed the target, and 

secured an aiming point photograph. On the way back from the target another engine 

became unserviceable but did not deter Flying Officer Saltmarsh from proceeding to 

and bombing an alternative airfield target with a bomb that had failed to be released 

over the primary target, and once more he secured an aiming point photograph. He 

eventually arrived safely over base and made a perfect two-engined landing. It was 

not until after he had landed that he reported the fact that two engines had become 

unserviceable during the sortie. This very gallant pilot is strongly recommended for 

the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross.ô 

 

 
550 Surrey Advertiser 1 May 1918 
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Bar to D.F.C. London Gazette 16 November 1945. The original recommendation 

states: 

óThis officer has completed 53 operational sorties, of which 28 have been carried out 

in the squadron, in the Path Finder Force, 18 of them as Captain of a Marker Crew. 

Flight Lieutenant Saltmarsh is an efficient and skillful pilot who has always shown a 

strong devotion to duty and a cheerful confidence, which has always inspired a high 

standard of morale in his crew. He has always displayed exceptional fearlessness in 

the face of danger, complete disregard for personal safety and has pressed home his 

attacks against the enemy with the utmost determination.ô 

Leonard James Saltmarsh commenced pilot training at No. 31 E.F.T.S. at De Winton, 

Alberta in December 1942, and graduated from No. 34 E.F.S. at Medicine Hat in June 

1943. Back in the U.K., he attended No. 11 A.F.U. at Shawbury, prior to joining No. 

26 O.T.U. at Little Harwood in early January 1944, where he gained experience on 

Wellingtons, and then attended a conversion unit for Lancasters at Waterbeach, at 

which place he joined No. 514 Squadron that June. 

Thus ensued his first tour of operations, commencing with a strike against LôHey on 

the 23 June and ending with another against Emmerich on 7 October, the intervening 

period witnessing him attack numerous French targets in support of the Allied 

invasion, but also a number of heavily defended German targets, including Bremen, 

Dortmund, Saarbrucken, Stettin and Stuttgart. And as confirmed by the 

recommendation for his D.F.C. after 17 sorties, several of these trips were not without 

incident, his flying log book further stating that his Lancaster received flak damage 

during strikes against enemy panzers and transport at Villiers Bocage on 30 June and 

against a supply depot at Beauvoir on 2 July. Similarly, too, during a visit to Bremen 

on the night of 18-19 August. 

In October 1944, Saltmarsh attended the Pathfinder Forceôs training centre at 

Warboys, as a result of which he was transferred to No. 7 (P.F.F.) Squadron at 

Oakington in the following month, flying his first such sortie on the night of the 11th-

12th, against Dortmund. A daylight strike against enemy communications at Julich, in 

support of General Pattonôs troops, followed on the 14th and a night operation to 

Sterkrade on the 21st, Saltmarshôs flying logbook again noting flak damage. Then on 

the 29th he flew as support aircraft to the Master Bomber on a raid to Dortmund, a 

role that he would fulfil with growing regularity over the coming months. Such 

heavily defended targets as Duisburg, Essen (twice) and Karlsruhe formed the 

backbone of his operational agenda in December, while January 1945 saw him 

attacking, among other locations, Hanover, Magdeburg, Munich and Stuttgart, his 

flying log book noting an encounter with a Junkers 88 on the Munich run. February 

witnessed his Lancaster carrying out strikes against Dortmund, Gelsenkirchen, 

Ludwigshaven and Pforzheim, in addition to participating in the famous ñfirestormò 

raid on Dresden on the 13th, an action that Saltmarsh would robustly defend in years 

to come. 
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March saw him completing five more sorties to German targets, three of them in 

daylight, and April another four, two of these in daylight, including Bremen on the 

21st, which latter operation marked the end of his operational tour. He did, however, 

fly three ñCookôs Toursò to the Rhur in May, and ended his career with an 

appointment in Transport Command in December 1945. Over and above all of this, 

however, it would appear that he flew 56 ñunspecificò sorties of a secret nature, 

evidence for which is to be found in the following endorsement from ñBomberò 

Harris. He also flew: Diversions, experimentation of special equipment, including 

radar, photographic reconnaissance, these top-secret sorties and others. In May 1945 

he was selected and volunteered to form a new squadron for the continuation of 

hostilities against Japan.ô 

 

Police Constable Jack Skingley  

Reigate Borough Police 

Flight Lieutenant Distinguished Flying Cross 

Bomb Aimer 97 Squadron RAFVR Pathfinder 

Died aged 29, 21 July 1944 

The same Squadron as PC 390 Cyril Arthur Wakley who was killed in January 1944 

PC Jack Skingley was reported missing from night operations with the RAF during an 

attack on Courtrai. On the 23 May 1945 the Air Ministry stated that Flight Lieutenant 

Skingley lost his life on the 21 July 1944. 

PC Skingley joined the Reigate Borough Police on the 27 April 1936 aged 19 having 

been born on the 7 July 1916 in Watford. He had previous military service with the 1st 

Battalion the Royal Sussex Regiment in which he served for 2 years and 14 days. PC 

Skingleyôs job when he joined the police was a furniture remover living at 8, Clifton 

Road, Watford. His mother was Winifred Maude and his father was deceased.  The 

officer was described as being 5 feet 11 inches tall with a fresh complexion, brown 

hair and grey eyes. 

Service: 

18 November 1936 passed First Aid exam 

5 December 1936 Discreditable conduct fined £1 on each of 3 charges and £2 on another 

charge. 

27 April 1937 Second Grade 

4 April 1938 Appointment confirmed as from 27 April 1938 

27 April 1938 3rd Grade 

27 April 1939 4th Grade 

10 July 1939 Disobedience to Orders fined £2 by the CC 

27 April 1940 5th Grade 

27 April 1941 6th Grade 

11 August 1941 Joined the RAF 
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27 April 1942 7th Grade 

1 February 1943 transferred to the Surrey Joint Police Force 

27 April 1943 8th Grade 

 

PC Skingleyôs father was a police officer as was his grandfather, and on his wifeôs 

side was a policeman who was present at the Sidney Street siege in 1900. He was a 

member of the Reigate Borough Police where he lived with his wife and where their 

son Ross was born. 

 

 

PC Jack Skingley Reigate Borough 

From: Rob Davis Bomber Command Losses Database 

DATE: 20-Jul-1944 / 21-Jul-1944 

UNIT: 97 Squadron 
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AIRCRAFT: Lancaster III 

RAF BASE: Coningsby 

TAKE-OFF AT: 23:19  

TARGET: Courtrai 

PILOT: Edwards, Hubert William Joseph, Flying Officer, (157108) (killed) 

CREW: Flying Officer William Hannah DFC (155897) (killed), Flight 

Lieutenant Eric Cyril Burt DFC (118027) (killed), Flight Lieutenant Jack 

Skingley DFC (134721) (killed), Flying Officer Kenneth Stowell Harrison 

Barker DFM (146946) (killed), Pilot Officer Aubrey William Alexander 

Burnell (177502) (killed), Flight Lieutenant Claude Raymond Underhill 

(136718) (killed), Flight Sergeant Joseph Rumney (2209612) (killed) 

 

Tasked to attack railway yards.  Lost without trace; all crew are 

remembered on the Runnymede Memorial.  F/L Barkerôs DFM gazetted 13 Aug 43, 

then with 61 Squadron, for duties as a second air bomber.  F/O Edwards was the son 

of Chief Stoker Hubert Harry Edwards RN who lost his life on active service on 13 

November 1940. 
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Police Constable 222 William Stevens 

Surrey Constabulary 

Royal Sussex Regiment 

Wounded September/October 1914 

 

Aged 23 in February 1912 he joined the Surrey Constabulary from the army on 16 December1912. He 

was recalled on the 4 August 1914 and re-joined the Surrey Constabulary on March 10 1919. Mr 

Stevens died on pension on 15 March 1964. 

 

Caught Under the White Flag 

 

Private W. Stevens of the Royal West Sussex Regiment was called up as a reservist whilst serving as a 

constable in the Surrey Constabulary at Camberley, writing on Saturday to a friend from the Bristol 

Royal Infirmary states, ñ I have seen three big engagements, Mons Aisne and Roffey. We started 

attacking on September 14th and I was very lucky as we were caught under the white flag. When we 

formed up to march away they let down on us. The first shell burst about a couple of yards away from 

me, and a piece of it scratched my neck. The second one was about the same distance only on the other 

side of me. This blew my rifle off my shoulders and a bullet from it went through a muscle of my left 

arm. I expect to be out of here in about a weekôs time as the wound is pretty well healed. I could tell 

you of some awful things that the Germanôs have done, but you read quite enough in the paper. 

 

    Police Constable 37 Ernest Tanner 

Surrey Constabulary 

Military Mounted Police P1834 Lance Corporal 

Medaille d'Honneur with bronze swords 

 

28 June 1915 to 14 July 1919 Military Group photo Sept 1915  

Medaille d'Honneur with bronze swords (France)  
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Surrey Constabulary Guildford 1933 Police HQ Woodbridge Road 

Front seated 3 and 4th from left veterans of the First World War Police Sergeant 

Walter H West and 15 Tanner. Other veterans believed in the photograph. Medal 

ribbons not worn by all those entitled. Though PC 299 Budd 2 left rear, PC Parrot 4th 

from rear left 

 

Police Constable 20 Alexander Arthur Truelove 

Guildford Borough Police 

Military Mounted Police  

Royal Garrison Artillery  

 

February 1916: Two more members of the Guildford Police Force PCs SD Evans and 

AA Truelove, have now donned khaki, having been appointed lance corporals in the 

Military Mounted Police.551 552 

 

Alexander Arthur Truelove was born 1892 in Reigate and aged 22 when he joined 

Guildford Borough on the 2nd January 1915. He had lived in Nutley Lane, Reigate 

and worked as a chemistôs porter for J. Rogers, Market Place, Reigate. He was six feet 

tall with a fresh complexion, black hair and dark brown eyes  

Alexander Truelove in 1911 census, a chemist's errand boy 553 

Joined the Borough in a civilian role in 1914 he became PC 20 but then volunteered 

for the Army joining the Military Police.554 Trueloveôs army number was P3027555 

 
551 Surrey Advertiser 19 February 1916 
552 Press cuttings from Henry Pelham 
553 John Molyneux to Robert Bartlett 20 July 2019 
554 Guildford Borough appointments book 
555 Email Richard Callaghan RMP Museum 21 July 2019 
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Wounded on the Somme in his leg he was invalided back to the UK. When 

discharged he volunteered for the Royal Garrison Artillery. After the war he re-joined 

the Borough finishing at the end of the Second World War after 31 years service.  

4th February 1916 resigned to join the colours resumed police duty 28 December 1918 re-

sworn  

28 December 1918 4th class Constable to 3rd Class Constable 

30 December 1918 Re-sworn.556 

5th January 1920 advanced to £4 class to 3rd Class Constable 

5th January 1921 advanced to £4.2.0 Class 

8th October 1921 elects that the scale of ordinary pensions prescribed by the Police Pension 

Act 1890 should apply in his case. 

5th January 1922 advanced to £4.4.0 Class 

5th January 1923 advanced to £4.6.0 Class 

5th January 1924 advanced to £4.8.0 Class 

5th January 1925 advanced to £4.10.0 Class to First Class Constable 

5th January 1932 advanced to £4.12.6 

5th January 1937 advanced to £4.15.0 

1 February 1941 completed 26 years service ï continued to serve 

 

 
PC Truelove and PC Demount Guildford Borough also recalled to the Colours  

 
556 Email Richard Callaghan RMP Museum 21 July 2019 
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Guildford Borough date unknown PC Truelove and PC Demount 

 

 

PC Truelove served part of his service in the Borough on the mounted branch. He 

died in 1978  

 

 

Surrey Advertiser 4 February 1939 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Surrey Advertiser 1 March 1939 
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Surrey Advertiser 1 February 1941 

 

 

 

PC A Truelove has completed 26 years approved service in the Borough Police Force. 

He is continuing to serve. 

 

 

Police Constable 39 Walter Tuppen 

Surrey Constabulary 

 Distinguished Conduct Medal 

(Second only to the Victoria Cross) 

Royal Field Artillery  

 

A Brave Ockley Man Awarded the D.C.M. - August 1915 Corporal Tuppen was 

awarded the DCM for 'great gallantry' from May 9th-10th 1915.557 

4 March 1916 558: Corporal W. Tuppen DCM: 45820 Gunner W Tuppen 33rd Bde., 

RFA (LG 5 August 1915) For great gallantry and devotion to duty on the 9th-10th May 

1915 during the operations near Rouges Bancs. All the telephone wires being cut he 

maintained communication with the flag and electric torch, and, although his signals 

always drew fire, he continued signalling throughout the operation.559 

Tuppen who hails from Ockley was on the Reserve and before the war broke out was 

a member of the Surrey Constabulary stationed at Hersham. On the outbreak of war 

he re-joined the RFA and left England for France in the autumn of 1914. Quite 

 
557 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 28 
558 From: Surrey World War I Newspaper Indexes (1914-22) Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 
559 Gunner (sic) W Tuppen DCM Citation 
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recently a rumour was widespread in the Hersham district that Tuppen had been killed 

in action, but happily this proved incorrect.560 

Walter Tuppen qualified for the 1914 Star and received his Clasp and Rose along with 

the Victory Medal and British War Medal. His DCM was won when he was a 

sergeant. 

1901 Census living in Reigate age 14 having been born in Reigate 

1911 Census in India serving with 28th Battery RFA 

Married September 3 1915 when 28 St Nicholas Cranleigh to Eva Emily Rice age 24. 

He is a soldier from Ockley 

1939 Census. Living in 1, Police Cottage, Dorking with wife Eve (b. 1890). Married 

1915 

1939 Census details of residents Moores Road Police Station Dorking 

Superintendent is Clifford P Hilton at Moores Road, Dorking Born 17 March 1888 

Police Sergeant Frank Melton 23 December 1902 in 2 Police Cottages 

Police Station Moores Road  

PC Clifford Aggar25 April 1918 

PC Owen T Armstrong7 June 1917 

PC Richard Arthur 23 November 1913 

PC Harold Dudley7 September 1912 

PC Cyril Hearn 14 April 1912 (Later BEM) military service 

PC Robert Kim 31 October 1914 (Later DFM) 

PC Edward Williamson 13 April1915 

 

Police Constable 86 Thomas Turner 

Surrey Constabulary 

Killed on duty aged 42 on 22 August 1924 

1924 August 22: PC 86 Thomas Turner aged forty-two was knocked down and 

seriously injured by a car at Windlesham in July whilst on night duty.  He died from 

shock after having one or possibly both his legs amputated. 561 

 

 
100 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 28 August 1915 from Henry Pelham 23 August 2019 
561 1924 August 22 The Times 
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PC Turner of the Surrey Constabulary is lying in Windsor Hospital in a critical 

condition as the result of a midnight smash on the London Road near Windlesham. He 

was cycling along the road when a motor-car containing two army officers on their 

way to Aldershot came into collision with his machine. PC Turner had both legs 

broken and one of his ribs fractured, in addition to severe injuries to the head. His dog 

which, was accompanying him, was also injured.562 

 

Policeman Killed by Motor Car 

Verdict of Accidental Death 

 

After having remarked that had he at any point in the enquiry found reason to suppose 

it was a case of manslaughter he would have been obliged to summon a jury, the 

Windsor Coroner returned a verdict of accidental death on Wednesday at the inquest 

on Thomas Turner of the Surrey Constabulary, stationed at Windlesham, who died in 

King Edward V11 Hospital, Windsor, as the result of injuries sustained by being 

knocked down by a motor car. 

 

The evidence showed that about midnight on July 21 Turner was walking near the 

Windmill Public House, Sunninghill, in company with two soldiers. He was wheeling 

his bicycle and crossed the road to speak to three men he thought to be policemen.  

He was later seen following the two soldiers, who had been told to wait a little further 

on. Soon after a crash was heard and Turner was found lying on the offside of the 

road beside his bicycle and a dog, which had been with him. One witness said he had 

a recollection of a ñflash of lightò passing him just before the accident but could not 

say what speed the car was travelling at. John Samuel Trowbridge said two cars 

passed just before the accident 

 

Lieutenant Nigel Campbell Hendrike of the Cameronians, Aldershot said he was 

driving the car at fifteen miles per hour, as the lights were dim and the dynamo was 

 
562 Lincolnshire Echo 26 July 1924 Press cuttings 21 July 2019 from Henry Pelham 
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not working properly. The small bulbs in the headlights were on. Suddenly he saw an 

object in front of him and swerved, but too late. He pulled up in a distance of about 

six yards. He was driving on the crown of the road, and the impact must have thrown 

deceased to the offside. 

 

Dr John Goff said while attending the deceased he heard the driver say the lights were 

dim, and believed he also said he was looking out for a garage to get them put right.  

Turner had both legs broken, a dislocated collar bone and a broken rib. He died in 

hospital after two operations.  

  

In recording the verdict stated above, the Coroner expressed sympathy with the 

policemanôs relatives and the driver.563 

 

Policeman Killed 

Knocked Down On Road At Midnight 

 

A verdict of ñaccidental deathò was recorded at an inquest held on Wednesday at Windsor on police ï 

constable Thomas Turner of the Surrey Constabulary, who was knocked down at midnight by a 

motorist on the road at Sunninghill. 

 

The Coroner said that Turnerôs death had not satisfactorily been explained but it would be useless to 

summon a jury as he should not, on the evidence, have directed a verdict of manslaughter. 

 

Evidence was given that Turner, who had been wheeling a bicycle, was found lying in the road with 

both legs broken. He died in hospital after two operations.564 

 

Police Constable 81 Walter Henry West 

Surrey Constabulary 

Military Foot Police 

Lance Corporal 

 

29 July 1915 age 23 Transferred to Queen's Royal West Surrey Regt 2/4th Battalion 

No 63046. Born 1890 

Group photo September 1915  

 
563 Gloucester Journal 30 August 1924; Lancashire Evening Post 28 August 1924 
564 Gloucestershire Echo 28 August 1924 
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Served in Shanghai Metropolitan Police in 1919 

Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum and QRS565 

Served in three Regiments: Military Police, Queens and Essex Regiment.. He gives 

his PC No as 81 further through this list. Entitled to Victory Medal, British War 

Medal. 

When enlisted living Windsor Road, Wrayburn, Bucks a British subject age 23 a 

single policeman.  Enlisted in the Military Foot Police after explanation from a 

Sergeant T Povey PR Redhill  9 August 1915. 

It would appear from the documentation that when he joined the army he was living 

c/o Mrs Hook, Quick Cottage, Kingston Road, Leatherhead. On 9 July (?) 1919 

changed address to c/o Mrs Horsefield (?) Stoke Road, Fetcham, Leatherhead. 

Transferred to Army Reserve 28 April 1919 home address 93, London Road, Horley 

with medical category B1. 

Served Alexandria where he was a casualty and from where he was demobbed from 

the Anglo Egyptian Dispersal Station 

Embarked 4 May 1916 from Devonport to Alexandria 15 May 1916 Ismailia Town 22 

July 1916. Admitted No 1 Aust, Stat. Hospital 22 July 1916 Abscess Axilla. 29 July 

1916 rejoined MFP  in Salonica from hospital. 25 February 1917 Transferred to S 

(Suez?) Canal S. 22 April 1917 To hospital Ismalia to paid lance corporal is 

cancelled. Had dysentry returning to duty 27 May 1917. 

5 January 1918 Compulsorily transferred to the Queenôs Royal West Surrey Regiment 

and posted to the 2/4th Queens Regiment with effect from 7 December 1917 to his 

former rate of pay in accordance with para 2 of ACI. Reverts to private accordingly 

24 February 1918 granted furlough in the UK 4 March 1918 embarked for the UK. 27 

April 1918 arrived C. off, C.  

Compulsory transferred to the Essex Regiment with effect 25 July 1918 

26 September 1918 back in Alexandria  boarded a B1 fitness with a deformed foot. 

1 October 1918 Despatched to General Base depot Kantara, Alexandria for duty as a 

warden 

3 October 1918 ï 5 October 1918 Influenza 

29 November 1918 appointed unpaid lance-corporal 

 
565 Dee Hutchison 18 August 2019 email Ancestry and London Gazette 
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22 December 1918 admitted to hospital with diarrhoea. From hospital taken on 

strength of Mitary Foot Police 31 January 1919 

Served Military Foot Police P/1944 as Lance Corporal, The Queenôs Regiment 63046 

and The Essex Regiment 56165 

Police Constable Eric Norman ñTimberò Woods  

Reigate Borough Police 

Wing Commander  

RAFVR Service in Squadrons No126 (Persian Gulf) 249 and 72  

Distinguished Flying Cross and Bar  

Died age 33, 16 December 1943 

 

Woods, F/L Eric Norman (60119) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.72 Squadron 

London Gazette dated 14 July 1942. 

PC Woods joined the Reigate Borough Police on the 25 August 1939 when he was 

aged 26 having been born on the 8th May 1913 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. He was 

described as being 6 feet 1¼ inches tall with fair complexion, brown hair and blue 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com  

 

 774 

eyes. PC Woods was single and had been employed as a cable tester with Southern 

Telephone Cables, Essex.  

PC Woods joined the RAF on the 28 June 1940 although the records show he 

resigned from Reigate Borough Police on the 15 November 1940. 

Wing Commander Woods DFC and Bar, RAFVR served in No126 (Persian Gulf) 

Squadron. He died aged 33 the son of William H. Woods, and of Kate Dora Woods, 

of Harborne, Birmingham.  Killed whilst on operations with the RAF and 

remembered on the Malta Memorial. 

This officer has participated in 74 sorties over enemy territory. He has led his flight, 

and occasionally the squadron, with courage, skill and judgement. His resourcefulness 

in difficult circumstances has helped to promote and maintain the high morale of the 

squadron. Flight Lieutenant Woods has destroyed one and damaged a further two 

enemy aircraft 

On 16 December 1943 Wing Commander Woods was in Spitfire VC JK643 when he 

went missing. Air-Britain says he went missing from an air sea rescue search in the 

Gulf of Drin. They also have the same for MA905.  This would appear to be incorrect 

as ' 249 sqn at War 'show: - Whilst searching for a missing pilot, a pair of 249 

Squadron Spitfires encountered two BF109s of 10/JG27 (operating from Kalimaki, 

northern Greece) off the headland west of Bize. The news of the encounter got back 

to Grottaglie and Woods took off from Grottaglie, Italy with 126 Squadronôs new CO 

Squadron Leader K. Debenham (MA905) but both failed to return and it was believed 

that they had collided over the sea. It was thought that they were going to slip across 

the sea to Yugoslavia and under cover of the hills, wait for the BF109s to come into 

land and strike. ASR aircraft and launches failed to find anything. He was the Wing 

leader of 286 Wing when he went missing. He had left 249sqn when he was promoted 

to Wing leader on 30 November 1943. He is listed in 126 Squadronôs Operational 

Record Book (Squadron Diary) for this sortie, so presume he was either with 126 

Squadron as well as being Wing Leader or just listed in 126 Squadronôs Operational 

Record Book because he flew their aircraft. He was on his 301st operational sortie 

and had been credited with nine victories plus three others shared. (Malcolm Barrass 

ñAir of Authorityò) 
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Enlisted in RAF, May 1940 but was placed in reserve until August 1940 when he 

began pilot training at No.10 EFTS (August to October, Tiger Moths) and No.15 FTS 

(Harvards). Received wings and commission in January 1941; served at Central 

Flying School and No.58 Operational Training Unit (Grangemouth).  Promoted to 

Flying Officer effective 14 January 1942   and joined No.124 Squadron in May 1941 

to March 1942 when posted to No.72 Squadron as a flight commander (Flight 

Lieutenant) until the end of July.  

On 10 August 1942 he flew off HMS Furious for Malta where he took command of 

No.249 Squadron. Rested in February 1943 when he was posted to Egypt and No.73 

Operational Training Unit, Abu Sueir.  

Took command of No.249 Squadron again in July 1943 and was promoted in 

November 1943 to lead No.286 Wing of Balkan Air Force, Brindisi. Missing in action 

16 Dec 1943 while flying with No.126 Squadron (believed shot down by Bf.109s or 

collided with S/L K. B. L. Debenham, who also did not return) 
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Squadron leader Debenham and Wing Commander Woods 

Victories Are As Follows:  

13 March 1942, one FW-190 damaged, St. Omer area, France 

23 March 1942 one FW.190 destroyed, St.Omer-Hardelot  

                                 - (No.124 Squadron, Spitfire BL918);  

28 April 1942, one FW.190 damaged, Calais-Gris Nez  

                                  - (No.72 Squadron, Spitfire BL773);  

8 May 1942 one Bf.109 probably destroyed, Dieppe  

                                  - (No.72 Squadron, same Spitfire);  

17 May 1942 one FW.190 damaged, Gris Nez  

                                  - (No.72 Squadron, Spitfire BM516);  

5 June 1942  one Bf.109F destroyed, Le Crotoy  

                                   - (No.72 Squadron, Spitfire BL773);  

27 August 1942  one MC.202 destroyed on ground, Gela airfield  

                                   - (No.249 Squadron, Spitfire TE867);  

2 October 1942  one MC.202 damaged, Syracuse area  

                                   - (No.249 Squadron, Spitfire TR466);  

10 October 1942 one Bf.109 damaged, north of Gozo  

                                   - (No.249 Squadron, Spitfire TR466);  

12 October 1942,  one Ju.88 destroyed and  

                              one Bf.109 damaged, Luqa, plus  

                              - one Bf.109 destroyed and  
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                              - one Ju.88 damaged off south Sicilian coast  

                               - (all with No.249 Squadron, Spitfire TR466) 

13 October 1942 two Bf.109F's destroyed 20 miles north of Gozo  

                                    - (No.249 Squadron, Spitfire TR466);  

14 October 1942 one Ju.88 probably destroyed, Grand Harbour  

                                    - (No.249 Squadron, Spitfire TR466);  

15 October 1942,     one Bf.109F destroyed and  

                              - one Ju.88 damaged off Kalafrana  

                                    - (No.249 Squadron, Spitfire TR466);  

16 October 1942 one Ju.88 damaged, Halfar (No.249 Squadron, Spit 

TR466 

                                        - Woods was shot down in this engagement);  

22 October 1942 one MC.202 probably destroyed plus  

                              - one Bf.109 damaged north of Grand Harbour  

                                    - (No.72 Squadron, Spitfire AD529);  

27 October 1942 one Bf.109 probably destroyed, Malta  

                                    - (No.72 Squadron, Spitfire AD529);  

11 December 1942 one Bf.110 destroyed plus 

                               - 1/3 Ju.88 destroyed (both near Lampari Island  

                                    - (No.72 Squadron, Spitfire AR559) 

14 December 1942,  1/3 Ju.88 destroyed (west of Lampedusa  

                                    - (No.72 Squadron, Spitfire AR559);  

19 December 1942 one Do.24 destroyed near Delimara  

                                    - (No.72 Squadron, Spitfire EP728);  

4 December 1943 one Ju.87 destroyed at Podorica airfield  

                                    - (No.286 Wing, Spitfire MA701). 

 

WOODS, S/L Eric Norman (60119) - Bar to DFC - No.249 Squadron 

warded as per London Gazette dated 3 November 1942. 

In the recent heavy air fighting over Malta this officer has led his squadron against 

enemy formations with great success. Between 12th and 17th October 1942 27 

aircraft were destroyed by the squadron, and much of this success can be attributed to 

Squadron Leader Woods' outstanding leadership. In one engagement, on the 13th 

October, he shot down two enemy aircraft, bringing his victories to six. His example 

of courage and devotion to duty has inspired his fellow pilots. 
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Police Constable Walter James Yeend  

Guildford Borough Police 

Coldstream Guards Sergeant 

First World War  

Later Inspector 

 
Believed to be PC Yeend 

 

The Police Force return to the Colours 566 

 

The Guildford Borough Police Force have sent nine men. They were Police 

Constables Demount, ASC (Aldershot) Manfield RGA Sandown; Goodwin; Yeend; 

Deacon and HJ Gascoigne Coldstream Guards (Chelsea); Macey Scots Guards (The 

Tower) and Lawty Queen Bays (Monmouth). The ninth member PC Brazier is at 

present sick. Their colleagues not on duty accompanied them to the railway station on 

Wednesday morning and gave them a hearty send off. Owing to the shortness of time 

some of the unmarried officers were unable to visit their homes before re-joining. 

 

Since the depletion of the ranks of the force men of the fire brigade and special 

constables have been sworn in to take duty. They are easily distinguishable from a red 

badge worn on the arm with the letters ñSurrey Policeò. 

 
566 Surrey Advertiser Saturday 8 August 1914 
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Born Neasden 1886 died 1941 

Before joining police drove trains on the underground 

Joined Coldstream Guards 

Joined Guildford Borough Police 1910 

Was recalled to the army for whole of First World War serving throughout with the 

Guards. In 1916 was sent back to the UK suffering with rheumatic fever and later 

stationed as Orderly Room sergeant in Victoria Barracks Windsor. 

1919 re-joined Guildford Borough Police as a PC, later promoted sergeant and 

inspector.  

From Military Rec ords: It seems that time on reserve whilst PC Yeend was serving 

with the Guildford Borough Police the Guards show continuous service with them: 

Walter James Yeend was the Orderly Room Sergeant in the Coldstream Guards and 

served from 27 Aug 1907 - 17 Jan 1919. He was a Lance Corporal on the start of the 

War and appears to have been promoted to Sergeant during that year. He was 

discharged having suffered impairment since entry into the service. He was awarded a 

Silver War Badge No B210958. 567 

 

 

Awarded War ñSilverò Badge 568 

 

Retired 1935 as inspector and worked as a guide at the new Guildford cathedral site 

up to the outbreak of Second World War when he worked for the local authority in 

the ration department. 

 

Inspector Yeend was very keen on physical fitness. 

 

Corporal Yeend on the Western Front  

 
567 Dee Hutchison) Secretary Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum and QRS to author 24 July 2019 
568 From Jean Pelham 18 August 2019 
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Stories from the Battle Field569 

A Guildford Constableôs Graphic Narrative 

Some Examples of German Brutality 

ñThe Queenôsò Regiment in Action 

Thrilling stories from the field of battle are told in an interview and some letters, 

which we publish today from Guildford and other men who have been to the front. 

The first man to return to Guildford after taking part in the battle for Mons is PC WJ 

Yeend of the Borough Police Force, who is a reservist of the 1st Battalion Coldstream 

Guards, in which he holds the rank of corporal. Corporal Yeend was suffering from a 

bad attack of rheumatism due to exposure and exhaustion. He was reported sick and 

upon arrival in England was conveyed to Netley Hospital, where he has remained 

until Friday, when he returned to Guildford. He is now on the road to recovery. 

A Rain of Bullets 

In an interview with a representative of the ñSurrey Advertiserò yesterday, Corporal 

Yeend recounted the experiences of his battalion in a quiet and natural manner as if 

discussing the weather. He bore out the now familiar story of the terrific encounter at 

Mons. ñAs soon as we got there on the Sunday,ò he said, ñwe found the German 

artillery. One of their aeroplanes came over us and gave them our position and they 

opened fire at once. The shells were dropping too near to be comfortable. They were 

flying about and ploughing up the earth. I think they came at the rate of about two a 

minute. They were like a lot of rockets. They were shrapnel and as they burst they 

threw out a rain of bullets.ò 

We were entrenched and covered by artillery, and if it had not been for them I donôt 

know how we should have got on.ò The Coldstream Guards were in a wheat field 

with the ñshocksò still standing. 

ñThe Queenôs,ò he went on to say òwere on our right, and they had set about some 

Uhlans570 who had come quite close to the Queenôs trenches without detection. They 

were rolled over by the deadly fire of he Surrey Regiment, so that no one got away 

without being hit.ò 

Refugees Driven in Front of Germans 

Asked to describe any outstanding feature of the fight, Corporal Yeend said the 

Germans began to drive refugees in front of them. Was that really the case our 

representative asked? ñYesò he replied, ñand they fired through these women and 

 
569 Surrey Advertiser 14 September 1914 
570 Originally a light cavalry regiment of Uhlans of the Royal Prussian Army. 
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children onto British troops. Our men would not open fire on the women and children 

and to this heroic reluctance he attributed the fact that some of them were ñcut up.ò 

Coming to the time when the order to retire was given, Corporal Yeendôs battalion 

assisted in covering the retreat of the main army. They were on outpost duty about a 

mile from the main body, and becoming detached they subsequently made what was 

considered a lucky escape. They retired to a small town where they prepared to rest 

for the night, but the Germans came on, and they had to move. The Germans shelled 

the town and set it alight. ñWe marched through the night and came in contact with 

the Scots Greys. They had been in touch with the main body of Uhlans and given 

them ña good hiding.ò Everyone was deadbeat. We had been up two days and two 

nights marching and fighting all day practically.ò 

At length they fell in with British artillery who took them on their limbers into safety. 

ñWhen we got into camp and joined the brigade that night they cheered us ñall end 

upò because they were afraid that that having become detached we had met with 

disaster.ò 

Speaking of the Belgian refugees, Corporal Yeend said they were in a dreadful plight, 

and many had nothing to eat for days. The soldiers often gave them half of their own 

rations. 

The Coldstreams got into action again and supported their 2nd Battalion for a whole 

day. Incidentally it should be mentioned that another member of the Guildford 

Borough Police Force PC Bruce Goodwin is serving in the 2nd Battalion. ñThe 

Generalò Corporal Yeend said, ñcomplimented the men on the steadiness of their fire, 

and in the evening they charged the enemy at the point of the bayonet, passing 

through them and returning again.ò The British did not lose many men. 

On the Friday Corporal Yeend found himself ñdone upò. They had encountered very 

heavy rains, followed by scorching heat with heavy dews, and what with one and the 

other he did not have a dry shirt on for a week with a result rheumatism set in. He was 

reported sick and sent in the ambulance wagon to Etreaux where he joined a train of 

wounded and some prisoners. The ñcoachesò were large cattle trucks. 

Driver Covered by Rifles 

ñ The trainò Corporal Yeend explainedò ought to have gone the da before! The delay 

was due to the driver being missing. When he was found he was afraid to take the 

train, with the result he had to be ñcoveredò by a couple of our Tommies and 

threatened with a ñpillò. The journey to Havre took 40 hours and there were about 200 

in it, including wounded in charge of doctors. Several of them died on the journey. 

One of the wounded Corporal Yeend described as a hero. He and a number of others 

were surprised while on outpost duty by a big body of German infantry. They 

retreated and in the retirement his shoulder blade was fractured by a bullet. 
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Notwithstanding he turned and emptied his magazine into the enemyôs ranks and was 

only rescued by French soldiers in the nick of time. 

During the train journey the only food obtainable was that given by the French people 

and Corporal Yeend could not speak too highly in praise of the kind and generous 

treatment of both French and Belgians. The cruelty of the Germans to the Belgians 

had made our soldiers very bitter against them. Corporal Yeend told one story of 

shocking brutality. They were told by French soldiers of a sergeant in the French 

Army who was wounded. ñIt was not possible to pick him up at the time and he lay 

wounded for some hours. When he was picked up it was found that his ears and nose 

had been cut off and his eyes gouged out. And he was still alive!ò 

Corporal Yeend also told how the Germans brought out their machine guns on 

vehicles that had the appearance of ambulance wagons. On one occasion the 

Coldstream Guards came upon some French troops who had charge of a German spy 

in Frenchmanôs clothes. They were taking him to be shot. 

Germans Described as Bullies 

ñThe Germans have no more heart than that fireplace,ò said Corporal Yeend. ñThey 

are bullies more than anything else, and their officers are the biggest bullies. They 

drive the men up and the latter only seem too pleased when they drop in our hands.ò 

He agrees with all the descriptions of the bad infantry shooting of the Germans. ñThey 

do not shoot from the shoulder but pot away from a low position and the bullets go 

anywhere. As fast as we shot them down they came up. They reminded me of the 

disappearing target. I have never heard one of out Tommies grumble or grouse about 

being overworked although some who were at the Boer War said that it was a picnic 

compared to Mons.ò Corporal Yeend saw a Zeppelin brought down by our artillery 

the first shot ripping off the carriage. Corporal Yeend reached Netley Hospital on 

Monday last week and said for the first time he had taken his clothes off since he left 

Aldershot! He was going to return to the front when fit. 

May 8 1903 height 5ô9 inches aged 17 5/12; Junior Porter Examiner 4 July 1904; 

employed Bishopsgate, Aldersgate St., 4 July 1904, Moorgate Street 10 April 1905; 

Wages 16 shillings; Transferred to Met (crossed out Met) initials unintelligible added 

February 18 1907 

1935 December: The chief constable reported to the Watch Committee that on the 8 

August last, members of the force had been instrumental in the arrest of a man for 

murder who at Winchester Assizes had been sentenced to death. The judge 

commended members of the force.  Inspector Walter Yeend, DS Harold Stone, PC 

Aubrey Harris, PC John Taylor, PC Reginald Demount, PC James Rook and PC 

George Thayer571 

 
571 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
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Inspector Yeend Guildford Borough Police  
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Appendix N 

Public Order at the Races 

Surrey Constabulary  

 

The photograph of a number of uniform and what appear to be plain-clothes officers 

refreshing themselves at a public house close to what was then Gatwick racecourse 

has been a fascinating find by Jean Pelham in Horley. 

The photograph was taken at the Coppinghan Arms on the Balcombe Road in Horley 

and is believed been taken in the late 1890s. The gentleman holding the jug is thought 

to be the publican Nathan Chatten. His name appears on the Pub sign. He was the 

licensee from 1882 until 1899. 572 

Given the very close proximity of the racecourse it is very likely these were officers 

on route to or from duty at Gatwick races. The public house is only a few minutes 

walk from the racecourse, which is now of course the airport. Twenty-eight uniform 

officers and probably four in plain clothes with one obvious sergeant. All with ñmugs 

of tea.ò 

 

 

 
572 Jean Pelham September 2019  
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