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Police Constable 299 Peter Bailey
Retired

Freedom of the Borough of Newhaven 1996

Member of the British Empire 2008

Peter Bailey who retired in 1963 after 25 years’ service, mainly at Camberley, is now
the oldest Surrey Constabulary Pensioner. He was born in 1916 on the 1 November
1916, and is now 98 and will be 99 in November. He has been drawing a pension for
52 years.

Peter joined in 1937 but was called up to the military for war service and did not
return until the end of the war in 1945. In 1996 Peter received the Freedom of the
Borough of Newhaven and in 2008 was awarded the MBE for his services to the
historic past of Newhaven.

Peter Bailey MBE 2006
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Peter with a friend a member of the Auxiliary Fire Service



Special constables were uniformed local volunteers from Bagshot, Windlesham and
Lightwater who undertook policing duties when the Force was overstretched, especially in
wartime. The photograph below taken probably around 1935-7 is of a group of ‘Specials’ after
the annual summer parade at Ranmore Common.

- e IR b 2 ;
Standing at the back from left 10 nght: Messrs Viner (Jar), unknown, Burrows (Snr), Williams, E Wilde, unknown,
unknown, unknown, Burrows Jar), Williams, unknown, Harmngton, unknown, unknown, unknown, unknown

Seated mn the front row: unknown, Ghost (whicker chair) coachman to HRH the Duke of Connaught, Plows, 1
Curman (Section Leader), “Willy" Eustace (Section Leader, white beard), Hardy (Section Leader), unknown, Bunce,
unknown, and Bunce

Police houses were in each of the villages. In 1936 the police house at 40, Guildford
Road, Lightwater, was built by Mr. Miles. Prior to this the police authority rented
accommodation for constables at 157 & 159, Guildford Road, Lightwater. At one time these were
occupied by P.C. Avery and P.C. Parrott

Memories of PC 299 Peter Bailey

Police Constable 299 Peter Bailey served on the Bagshot section before and during
World War Il before joining up. In 1977, having retired, he became the founder and curator of
the Newhaven & Seaford Historical Society, West Foreshore, Newhaven. He was also a keen
photographer and belonged for a time to the Windlesham Camera Club. He has contributed
recollections and photographs to this story. He is centre rear in the following photograph of the
Duke of Connaught who visited the Windlesham Camera Club Exhibition of 1938.



Bagshot suffered a severe bombing

incident during the early years of the Second i
World War, when two terraces of houses in the cop in
Guildford Road south of the viaduct were hit. 1937,

The damage was so severe that afterwards they
had to be demolished and the White Hart lost its
first floor.

Peter said “by a strange twist of fate my
sergeant, unknowingly, probably saved my life
that evening. I was making ‘my point’ at the
telephone near the Queen Anne House in Bridge
Street and, when my 15 minute wait was over, it
was my intention to jump on my bike and cycle
round to the house next door to the pub where |
was friendly with the family of R. Kemp & Son,
the local coal merchant. A cup of tea and a
cheese sandwich were sure to be well received
by me and, as a single man, the presence of
three charming daughters would be sugar to my
tea. My social intentions were sadly shattered
by the arrival of Sergeant Low to join me at the
telephone box for the 15 minute wait. At the end
he put the lid right on my hopes by suggesting
we take a walk up the street together.

Black out and air raid alerts were »
accepted conditions in those days. German |
bombers passing over were the rule rather than BRSE : .
the exception. However our little promenade pushing our cycles commenced, but before we
reached the Square the bombs fell. They were so close that one didn 't sense a noise explosion but
a terrific rush of air and a most uncanny feeling of disturbance. Such was the strangeness of this




that one couldn’t decide a direction of origin. One thing was certain, bombs had fallen and not
far away.” According to Cecil Curran this event was on 15" November 1940, the night after the
big blitz on Coventry when the cathedral was destroyed, and was the result of a parachute
landmine [see illustration below). Apparently these were specially adapted for use against
railway installations and bridges and were thought to have been intended for the viaduct. The
line was used for military and hospital supplies and patrolled by rolling stock mounted with anti-
aircraft guns.

“The sergeant disappeared into the council offices, then also the Civil Defence Centre
and now Bagshot library. I shot across the Square to the small manual telephone exchange.
There | learned that telephone contact had gone along the Guildford Road, so | jumped on my
bike and headed for the viaduct.

Once on the other side the sceme was
dramatic! From the terraced house nearest the pub |
could hear groans. What had been the front of the
building was a heap of bricks. The bedroom floor
and above appeared 1o be supported by an almost
vertical joist. Inside what had been the front room |
Jound an elderly man in great pain. He had been
lying on an old fashioned sofa but his right leg was
some how wedged underneath it. The bottom end of
the joist was stuck into the foot end of the sofa. |
dragged the bricks off him and the sofa as best |
could. It was the end of one pair of wollen gloves
and 1 lost my wrist watch, but later recovered it.
Rescue workers were hard at work at the other
houses and voices outside mine were welcome
sounds. Two of our war reserve policemen had
arrived and helped to clear the rubble and a
stretcher was available. Then came the gamble. The
Joist had to be lified to free the trapped foot under
the sofa. Our efforts were rewarded and the victim
was put on the stretcher bwt sadly died before
reaching hospital.

One other person died from this incident. He opened the front door of his home near the
southern end of the terrace and then collapsed. A water main had burst and the shock of the cold
water killed him. Ironically both these elderly victims had been evacuated from London because
of the bombing there. 9 others were injured.

As for my friends, whose hospitality had been denied me, they escaped injury, but their
caged canary was blown across the room and broke a leg! Discretion decreed that | couldn’t
thank my sergeant for unknowingly saving my life. There is litlle doubt that if he hadn't caused a
change in my plans I would have just been parking my bike against my friend's wall when the
bombs fell. The result? Anyone 's guess.” Ten houses were destroyed as well as the ‘ White Hart’.

On another occasion Peter Bailey remembered seeing a ghost. “Below the Queen Anne
House there used 1o be a large derelict house, nearer. the little bridge. It was reputed to be
haunted and had creepers and trees growing in and out of the windows. I was at the phone box
about 2am once when a ghostly figure drified along on the opposite pavement with a long flowing
white night-dress and white hair! It was an old lady sleep walking. I turned her round: walked
with her till I found an open front door, woke her son up and led her back to bed. In the only light
from the phone box she sure looked ghostly!”




(l’( I.Jack Sunnick lived in the original police house at 40 Guildford Road, Lightwater,
until 1945, See below. His colleague, PC Bailey, provided the following sample of his work
¥ “P.C. Sunnick was on cycle patrol in the
y A Bagshot Section. Before the siation closed
g' & at midnight, detalls of a siolen car number
- had been passed to him. In the early hours
- - of the morning he was making his way
along the main road 10 Bagshot village
When he reached The Cricketers’ bridge
he could see the lights of a car parked in
the  Bracknell road and decided 10
investigate. He found three young men
were with the car which had run owt of
petrol. The index mumber was that of the
car reported stolen earlier, bt P. C
Sunnick did nov betray any interest He
suggested that, with his help they could
push the car to the Pantiles Filling Station
and that he would then get the owner out of
bed from the house next door - the nick
Al was in darkness, no street lights on and
certainly no blue lamp at the police
station. Afier much huffing and puffing the
car was duly parked ai the filling station
and P.C. Sunnick led his three ‘suests'
round to the ‘house next door’ He rang
' l);:' bell and eventually the P. C. who lived
- ) above opened the fromt door. Where: ]

PC Sunnick (centre) 5( . Sunnick ushered his victims in mlclo.mlm;w
: ) 0or behind them. Three inside, the stolen car
:{::Il‘sl:g:;m :,;l,{el:) one P.C. and his bike! A neat piece of police work. The 3 fellows were off duty
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Tony Suter: I have been 'learning' a bit more about Peter's escapades and resultant
history in Bagshot. I have also taken a picture of the former Peel House, which has
been refurbished but retains its old structure. Peter talks of going to visit Mr. Kemp
who lived alongside the White Hart Pub who he had a coal yard adjacent to his house.

For some reason I am trying to find out, the former residence of the Kemps' is now
quite derelict and boarded up. I managed to get a picture of the old yard and there is
the virtual wreck of an old lorry in the yard. I recall from many years back that there
was an old removal lorry with 'Kemps' on the side as I recall they did coal and

household removals.

The bomb intended for the railway bridge (obviously missed by about 250 yards and
hit two semi-detached cottages that were opposite the pub which, at the same time lost



its roof, never to be replaced. I understand the fatalities were in the cottages.
Where the cottages were, a Roman Catholic Church replaced them and I have shown
that alongside cottages similar to the two that were destroyed.

Photographs from Tony Suter September 2015
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The White Hart at Bagshot
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Peel House the old Bagshot police office in 2015



Bagshot Police Station London Road
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Bagshot reunion 2006
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From Peter Wickens: Back row left to right P.S 613 Bob Gee 1979-83, moustache
man Rod Lucas Pc87, round face PC 50 Andy Smith 1973-76, hand up PC 896 Bill
Osgood 1965-71, dark glasses PC 1119 Paul Wiltshire 1976-79, PC1131 Wayne
Powell 1977-81, PC 762 Peter Wickens 1962-64. Middle row left to right in blue with
hands in pockets PC John Collett, PC151 David Chatt 1960 -1985 (Jack Packham
lived in Windlesham house before David Chatt), specs clipped on shirt PC 789
Charlie Durden 1975-86, PC 632 Roy Wakefield 1953-59, PC 856 Arthur
Crawford 1963-68, PC 235 Bob Adcock 1947-48. Seated PC 443 Tony Kirton 1956-
57, PC 575 Vic Copus1953-56, PC 51 Alfred Baldwin Hay 1957-59, PC 299 Peter
Bailey 1938-41 and PC 321 Don Vivers1950-51. (Geoff Todd: “Don Vivers was a
motor cyclist at Caterham and living at Woldingham and living next door to PC 56
John Constable when I was posted to Caterham and later Oxted in my early days with
the Constabulary (circa 1955-59). I seem to remember he was a handy bowler on the
cricket field.”)

I met Peter Bailey on the day of the reunion and he subsequently wrote me a letter
about his enjoyment of the day. He is Peter S Bailey and joined the Surrey
Constabulary on 1st April 1937 and married on 3rd October 1942. He completed 25
years service. He thought his Sergeant at Bagshot was Sid Lowe and other constables
were PC 1 Jack Sunnick and Bill Byatt. Whilst on the Bagshot Section he lodged in a
house near The Bee Public House.
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