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Police Constable 299 Peter Bailey 
Retired 

 
Freedom of the Borough of Newhaven 1996 

 
Member of the British Empire 2008 

 
 
 
Peter Bailey who retired in 1963 after 25 years’ service, mainly at Camberley, is now 
the oldest Surrey Constabulary Pensioner.  He was born in 1916 on the 1 November 
1916, and is now 98 and will be 99 in November. He has been drawing a pension for 
52 years.   
 
Peter joined in 1937 but was called up to the military for war service and did not 
return until the end of the war in 1945. In 1996 Peter received the Freedom of the 
Borough of Newhaven and in 2008 was awarded the MBE for his services to the 
historic past of Newhaven. 
 

 
Peter Bailey MBE 2006 
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Peter with a friend a member of the Auxiliary Fire Service 
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Tony Suter: I have been 'learning' a bit more about Peter's escapades and resultant 
history in Bagshot. I have also taken a picture of the former Peel House, which has 
been refurbished but retains its old structure. Peter talks of going to visit Mr. Kemp 
who lived alongside the White Hart Pub who he had a coal yard adjacent to his house. 
 
For some reason I am trying to find out, the former residence of the Kemps' is now 
quite derelict and boarded up.  I managed to get a picture of the old yard and there is 
the virtual wreck of an old lorry in the yard.  I recall from many years back that there 
was an old removal lorry with 'Kemps' on the side as I recall they did coal and 
household removals. 
 
The bomb intended for the railway bridge (obviously missed by about 250 yards and 
hit two semi-detached cottages that were opposite the pub which, at the same time lost 
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its roof, never to be replaced. I understand the fatalities were in the cottages. 
Where the cottages were, a Roman Catholic Church replaced them and I have shown 
that alongside cottages similar to the two that were destroyed. 
 
 
 
Photographs from Tony Suter September 2015 
 

 
 

Bagshot Railway bridge probably the target for the bomber 
 

 
The White Hart at Bagshot 
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Kemp’s house next to the White Hart 

 

 
Peel House the old Bagshot police office in 2015 
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The church was built on the site of the demolished cottages 

 

 
Bagshot Police Station London Road 
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Bagshot reunion 2006 
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From Peter Wickens: Back row left to right P.S 613 Bob Gee 1979-83, moustache 
man Rod Lucas Pc87, round face PC 50 Andy Smith 1973-76, hand up PC 896 Bill 
Osgood 1965-71, dark glasses PC 1119 Paul Wiltshire 1976-79, PC1131 Wayne 
Powell 1977-81, PC 762 Peter Wickens 1962-64. Middle row left to right in blue with 
hands in pockets PC John Collett, PC151 David Chatt 1960 -1985 (Jack Packham 
lived in Windlesham house before David Chatt), specs clipped on shirt PC 789 
Charlie Durden 1975-86, PC 632 Roy Wakefield 1953-59, PC 856 Arthur 
Crawford 1963-68, PC 235 Bob Adcock 1947-48. Seated PC 443 Tony Kirton 1956-
57, PC 575 Vic Copus1953-56, PC 51 Alfred Baldwin Hay 1957-59, PC 299 Peter 
Bailey 1938-41 and PC 321 Don Vivers1950-51. (Geoff Todd: “Don Vivers was a 
motor cyclist at Caterham and living at Woldingham and living next door to PC 56 
John Constable when I was posted to Caterham and later Oxted in my early days with 
the Constabulary (circa 1955-59).   I seem to remember he was a handy bowler on the 
cricket field.”) 
 
I met Peter Bailey on the day of the reunion and he subsequently wrote me a letter 
about his enjoyment of the day. He is Peter S Bailey and joined the Surrey 
Constabulary on 1st April 1937 and married on 3rd October 1942. He completed 25 
years service. He thought his Sergeant at Bagshot was Sid Lowe and other constables 
were PC 1 Jack Sunnick and Bill Byatt. Whilst on the Bagshot Section he lodged in a 
house near The Bee Public House. 
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List from Peter Bailey 


