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Ambrose’s wedding in Suffolk
2
 

  

 

Information from the family: 

Born 5 June 1985 

Warrant number 95008 

Cambridgeshire Police for 17 months – not to count for pension 

Metropolitan Police 7 October 1907 – 28 January 1934 on pension 26 years and 114 days 

aged 48 on a pension of £208.14s 4d. Conduct certified as exemplary  

On joining the Metropolitan Police Sergeant Rayner was married with four children 

He served from 7 October 1907 – 29 January 1934 and his warrant number was 95008.  He 

was PC 130H in 1912. 
3
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Ambrose Rayner was awarded 98 commendations by the Metropolitan Police, High Courts 

including the Central Criminal Court and magistrates courts. He was obviously a born thief 

taker not afraid of hard work and getting stuck in who drew little distinction between being 

on or off duty. At one stage he worked closely with Frederick Porter Wensley who was to go 

on to become the head of CID with the appointment of Chief Constable and one of the 

original Big Four. 

 

                                                                                                                                                        
3
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This half photo was found in Lemon Street some years ago and held by Rayner’s 

descendants.  Ambrose was thought by family to be fourth from right back row but 

when enlarged the collar number reads 452H. It is not certain what the date is but the 

medals may indicate post First World War.
4
 

A family memoir was written by Ambrose Rayner’s son Richard and is held by the family 

and the paragraphs below are a shorter version developed by the author of this article. The 

five page memoir shows that Ambrose was born in the family cottage in Aldridge Lane in the 

village of Fornham All Saints, Suffolk. As a lad he was given the nickname Army but on 

joining the police he became Ray. Working on farms as a lad in Suffolk in his early teens he 

moved to works at Lea Bridge in East London on the railway. His family paid a visit to 

Ambrose’s digs and were so appalled by them they took him home. He was soon returned to 

London to East Dulwich where he worked as an apprentice gardener under his Uncle Richard 

in the garden of Mr Eno of salts fame. He left Dulwich obviously wanting more challenges 

than he would find as a gardener and joined the Cambridgeshire Constabulary where from 

1905/1906) and was stationed Whittlesford a village next to Duxford.  

One famous case within the family was the arrest of a man who one seeing the police drove 

his cart into the middle of a pond first refusing to leave “you want me you come and get me!” 

After a lengthy stand off the man came out of the pond and was detained. Rural policing was 

often dangerous as the officers were on their own without prospect of reinforcement. A 

wanted man was seen scything his field swinging a large scythe gently side to side. On seeing 

the police officer he took up a threatening stance with the words “If you come near me I will 

cut your B----- feet off.” Again the smooth talking Ambrose, who was heavily built and 

almost 6 feet tall made an arrest without any violence and with probably another charge on 

the sheet for the farm worker.  

Ambrose left the country policeman’s life of very long arduous hours which could include 

walking 20 miles a day after about 18 months for the rough and tumble of life in the east end 

of London with the Metropolitan Police. He started duty on the 7 October 1907 in East 

London which was then as it continued to be for a few more generations a hard and difficult 

place to police where no doubt the physical attributes of the policeman were important. 

Ambrose was a big, tough and strong farm boy used to hard work and with the attributes of a 

police constable used to being on his own, making decisions and talking his way out of 

trouble. If that did not work no doubt the large hands evident in the pictures above came into 

use. The talents of PC Rayner were deployed at Commercial Street, Old Street and at time 

Leman Street in the Stepney area. His warrant number was 95008 and he was PC 130H in 

1912 and may well have had this collar number from the start. 
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He took some time to get established but in 1910 he began to be awarded the incredible 

number of commendations, reaching a total of 98 by the time he retired, the last being 

awarded in 1933. 

 

Central Criminal Court 15 November 1910 PC 130H Rayner
5
 

Extract 

Rayner, Frederick (24, stoker), Hodges, Arthur (59, sweep), and Hart, Harry (24, stoker) 

feloniously assaulting Alfred Bennett with intent to rob him of his goods and moneys.  

Alfred Bennett:  About 1 a.m. on October 1 I was walking with a woman in Wentworth 

Street, Commercial Street, on the pavement, when I was surrounded by four or five men. 

Hodges struck me in the face and tried to go down my back pocket, while the others tried to 

go down my front trousers pockets. I struck out and ran away from them, as I did not see any 

policemen about and I saw two men coming up who I thought were two of the gang. These 

two men ran after me and I was stopped by two policemen. I was brought back, where I 

recognised Hodges, who was in custody. I recognise him now. I had had several glasses to 

drink, but I was quite sober. I did not lose anything. 

Police-constable 130 H Ambrose Rayner: At about 12.45 am on October 8 I was on duty at 

the top end of George Yard, Wentworth Street, in plain clothes; I was dressed very rough 

and dirty. I was with Police-constable Christopher, who was similarly attired. I saw 

prosecutor coming through Wentworth Street in the direction of Brick Lane with a woman. 

The three prisoners, with two other men, not in custody, went and hustled him. Hodges went 

on his right side and struck him in the face. Rayner ran from behind, and jumping on his back 

threw his arms round his neck, and Hart went on his left side and tried to get his hand into his 

left pocket. I ran and caught hold of Hodges as he was in the act of trying to get his hand into 

prosecutor's pocket. He said, "I have not got any of it, guv'nor." Christopher caught hold of 

Rayner, but as we knew him and Hart so well he let him go and ran after prosecutor and 

brought him back. Rayner and Hart ran away. Prosecutor was brought back to where I was 

holding Hodges. At 12.45 the next morning I arrested Rayner in Commercial Street. I told 

him I was a police officer and should take him into custody (this is a note of what he said 

which I took at the time) for being concerned with Harry Hart, Arthur Hodges and two other 

men not in custody in assaulting this man and attempting to rob him in Wentworth Street 

yesterday morning. He said, "I thought that that was what you were leaning up against 'the 

boozer' (public-house) before." I know all three prisoners by sight and I recognise them as 

having been in the crowd. 

                                                 
5
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Police-constable David Christopher 481 H: About one a.m. on October 8 I was on duty in 

plain clothes with Police-constable Rayner in Wentworth Street, when we saw prosecutor 

coming from Commercial Street through Wentworth Street with a prostitute. The three 

prisoners with two others not in custody went and hustled him. Hodges got hold of his right 

arm and Hart got hold of his left, attempted to go down his left-hand trousers pocket, and 

Rayner jumped on his back. Police-constable Rayner arrested Hodges and I arrested Rayner. 

Prisoners ran through George Yard into Whitechapel Road and I went after him, as I was 

afraid of losing him and I knew Rayner well. He was stopped by a police-constable and I took 

him back to Wentworth Street, where Hodges was being held in custody. Prosecutor pointed 

to him and said, "That is one of the men who assaulted me." He was taken to Commercial 

Street Police Station and when charged he said, "I strongly deny the charge." I know Rayner 

and Hart quite well. At 9.45 p.m. that same day I saw Hart in Flower and Dean Street. I told 

him I was a police officer and should take him to Commercial Street Police Station for being 

concerned with Arthur Hodges in custody and three other men not in custody with assaulting 

and attempting to rob a man in Wentworth Street that morning. He said, "Why did you not 

'pinch me last night? You saw me there." When taken to the station and charged he made no 

reply. 

Verdict: All were found guilty. Hodges confessed to a previous conviction of felony at the 

Newington Sessions on November 24, 1908; and Rayner to a previous conviction of felony at 

Newington Sessions on February 9, 1909. Sentences: Rayner, 14 months; Hodges, 18 

months; and Hart 12 months, each with hard labour. 

In 1911 before he married Ambrose was living in a section house when he and other residents 

were called out to respond to what became the siege of Sydney Street, responding for reasons 

lost with time, dressed as merchant seamen. The body of Peter the Painter was not found in 

the burn rubble of the premises but the section house sergeant had money making wheeze. 

The sergeant enjoyed pig’s trotter for his supper and having eaten his fill he threw the bones 

on the fire later retrieving them from the ashes selling them to the unsuspecting as the bones 

of Peter the Painter recovered from the fire!  
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The ancestors of the ARV! Is this why the Metropolitan Police liked to recruit men from 

rural areas? 

Soon after marriage Ambrose and his wife were waiting for a train on Westminster Bridge 

when he spotted a team of pickpockets working on passengers boarding the trams. Telling his 

wife to make her way home he waded in and arrested the gang of probably three men. 

Ambrose was knocked to the ground and given a good kicking ending up at St Thomas’s 

Hospital where he was detained for a few days. Later, Mrs Rayner identified the pickpockets 

at an identity parade and they were sent to prison.  

The family believe that at some stage in his career Ambrose attended an execution in 

Pentonville as a witness and he was also to witness the beating of a man with the “cat.”  
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9 January 1912 from the Central Criminal Court – PC Ambrose Rayner
6
 

Extract 

Williams, Lewis (24, coster), McGuire, Francis (27, fruiterer), Barnett, Harry (22, coster), 

and Southey, Frederick (26, car-man) robbery with violence upon Richard Haynes, and 

stealing from him 17s 6d, his moneys 

Mark Cobant, ladies' tailor: On November 17, about 12 midnight, I went into the urinal at the 

corner of Wentworth Street, White-chapel; Haynes came in after me. There are two entrances 

to this urinal. McGuire and Barnett came in at one entrance and Southey and Williams and 

another man came in the other entrance. Southey ran behind Haynes and clutched him by the 

throat, saying, "It's all right; I have got him tight." The other prisoners rushed in and held 

prosecutor's hands. Williams put his hand in Haynes's waistcoat pocket. I saw some money 

drop out of the pocket, a piece of gold and some silver. Williams and Barnett picked it up. 

McGuire, Barnett, and Southey then ran out. Williams was left with Haynes; he pushed 

Haynes down to the floor and kicked him in the ribs, saying, "Stay down, or I will out you," 

and ran out after the others. I saw them all run into Lowlesworth Buildings. Haynes asked me 

to go to the station as a witness and give a description of the men as well as I could, and I did 

so. Later that night I went to the station and from a number of men picked out Williams. On 

November 21 I saw another lot of men put up, and I picked out Barnett; I was not sure of 

McGuire, so I did not pick him out. Next day I picked out Southey.  

Police-constable Ambrose Rayner, H Division: On November 17, about 11.30 p.m., I was 

in Commercial Street. I saw there four prisoners and a fifth man enter the "Princess Alice,' 

which is about 50 yards from the urinal. About midnight I saw prosecutor and Cobant at the 

station. A little later I saw Williams in Commercial Street. I told him I should arrest him on 

suspicion of being concerned with four other men not in custody in assaulting and robbing a 

man of 17s 6d just previously in Wentworth Street. He said, "It is all through that big bastard 

that I done it." When told at the station what he was being detained for he said, "What, 

robbed of 17s. 6d. I should say so; I have not got it; I wish I had some of it." Next morning he 

was put up for identification; prosecutor failed to identify him; Cobant picked him out at 

once. On November 20 I went to McGuire's house, accompanied by a detective from another 

division. I told McGuire I should arrest him on suspicion of being concerned with' one man in 

custody and three not in custody in this robbery. He said, "If I had known you were coppers 

you would never have got into this house, as I knew you had got two in for it." (In fact two 

had been arrested, but only one had been charged.) On Barnett and McGuire being put up for 

identification, prosecutor identified both men; Cobant picked out Barnett, and did not identify 

McGuire. On McGuire being charged he said, "The 'pros.' was drunk when he was britched 

(robbed); I admit I was there, but I had nothing to do with it, but I saw it done, and it was 

where Southey broke his ankle." I was present on November 21 when Southey was arrested; 
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he pulled out of his pocket a paper, which he tore up and threw away; the pieces were put 

together; it is a certificate of admission at some hospital receiving room (Exhibit 1). When 

Cobant identified Southey he said, "This is the man who held prosecutor by the throat." 

Southey said, "You are wrong"; Cobant said, "No, I am not; you are now wearing the same 

shirt as you had on then." When I saw Southey on November 17 at 11.30 p.m. he was not 

limping. 

Detective John Newing, G Division, corroborated Rayner as to the arrest of McGuire. 

Police-constable Walter Churcher 432 H. On November 19 I arrested Barnett. He said, "I 

expect it was that bastard Marks Cohen (Williams) that shopped me for this lot; I will do it on 

him." Barnett was identified by Haynes and Cobant. At the station Barnett said, "I can put up 

with what I get; I have had a good run." On November 21 I arrested Southey. I told him the 

charge and he said, "I know nothing about it; if I knew you wanted me I should have kept 

away from this end; I am not afraid of what I get; I am innocent." He was identified by 

Haynes and Cobant; Cobant said, "This is the man who held the prosecutor by the throat." 

Southey complained of an injury to his ankle and was taken to the station in a cab. 

Verdict, Guilty 

Each prisoner confessed to previous convictions. Sentences: Williams, McGuire, and Southey 

(each), Seven years' penal servitude; Barnett, Eighteen months' hard labour. 

It is thought that Ambrose spent much of his service as a detective sergeant who on one 

occasion escorted the Prince of Wales (Edward V111) around the seaman’s hostels in 

Limehouse afterwards receiving a letter of thanks from the Prince. He was also to escort a 

Lord Lloyd around Whitechapel and received a silver cigarette case engraved with his 

lordship’s monogram as a thank you. 

 

Harding mentions Ambrose Rayner in his autobiography at the start to Chapter 12. “A police 

officer of the H Division was prominent in sending many of these villains to prison; his name 
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was Detective Sergeant Ambrose Rayner who dressed as a seaman would hang about the 

haunts in the worst districts, and was very successful in clearing the night prowlers from the 

streets. This officer had the reputation of being a very officer for apprehending many pimps 

or ponces, mostly of alien birth who infested the Aldgate and Whitechapel districts.”
7
 

Central Criminal Court Detective Rayner 7 January 1913 

Extract 

Wilson, Frederick (37), O'Connor, Michael (32, porter), Myers, Charlotte (40, charwoman), 

and Miller, Sarah (30, charwoman) all robbing with violence Frederick Treatly and stealing 

from his person £2 5s of his moneys; all assaulting Frederick Treatly and thereby occasioning 

actual bodily harm to him 

Prisoners were tried on the first indictment. 

Frederick Treatly 10, Emmett Street, Walworth, and stevedore: On November 16, at 12.30 

a.m., I met Miller in Commercial Road, and asked her to let me have a bed. I gave her 2s. She 

took me to a bed-sitting room in 23, Little Pearl Street, and went downstairs. Myers came in 

and sat by the fire, then turned to me and asked what business I had in the room; she was a 

respectable married woman; her husband would be home soon, and I would get into trouble. I 

considered I had a right to the bed as I had paid for it, and argued the point with her; she 

called somebody upstairs; Wilson came in; I turned to leave, and remember no more till I 

found myself in the street, and a man took me to the police station. When I went into the 

house I had £2 6s in my left vest pocket, which was gone. I afterwards returned 

with Detective Rayner and pointed out Miller and Myers. Miller said she knew nothing about 

it. I afterwards picked out Wilson from nine or ten others at the station. 

Jacob Blocksilver 11, Hogarth Houses, St. George's, warehouseman: On November 16 at 

1.15am I saw prosecutor and Wilson come struggling out of 23, Little Pearl Street; Wilson 

had his hand over prosecutor's mouth, who was calling, "Police. Help!" They struggled for a 

time; O'Connor and the two female prisoners came from the doorway. One said, "Stop it, you 

do not want to get yourself into trouble." A crowd got round and parted the men, when 

prosecutor fell unconscious into my arms. O'Connor had helped Wilson in the struggle and 

they all fell on the road; Wilson got up and ran into the doorway. I identified O'Connor at the 

station. 

Detective Ambrose Rayner (Note entry has Raynall) On November 16 at 1.15 a.m. I went to 

Little Pearl Street, where I saw Miller and Myers talking together. I asked if they knew 

anything about a man being assaulted and robbed in that street. Miller said, "I do not know 
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anything about other people's business." Myers said, "I am a respectable married woman; I do 

not know anything about it." I returned to the police-station, where I saw prosecutor and 

Blocksilver explaining it to the officer on duty. They described these people to me. I returned 

to Little Pearl Street and knocked at No. 23, the address of Miller. She came out of No. 25, 

the address of Myers, and said, "I live there, Mr. Rayner—do you want me?" I told her yes I 

knew she lived there and I did want her, as a man had just been assaulted and robbed in her 

room. Prosecutor and another witness immediately identified her as being the woman. I then 

took her into custody. She said, "I admit I have been with this man, but I cannot help what the 

others done to him in my room." I then knocked at No. 25; getting no answer I went inside, 

where I saw Myers. I told her I wanted her to go out into the street, which she did. Prosecutor 

and the witness immediately identified her. Prosecutor said, "That is the woman who came up 

into the room and asked me what business I had there." She then fetched a man up who 

assaulted and robbed me." I arrested her; she said, "I do not know anything about him getting 

robbed. I am a respectable married woman and have nothing to do with them." On November 

23 at 1.15 I went to 15 and 16, Great Pearl Street, the address of Wilson, I told him I was 

going to arrest him for being concerned with the two women in custody for assaulting and 

robbing a man. He said, "I am ignorant of everything. I know nothing whatever about it. I 

will go anywhere you like to prove it with you." The following day he was identified by 

prosecutor and a witness from eleven others. When charged he made no reply. On November 

26 at 9.25 I arrested O'Connor at Victoria Hall Lodging-house, Commercial Street, for being 

concerned with two women and a man in this assault and robbery. He said, "You cannot 

prove that me and Ginger had the money. I will admit we heard cries of 'Murder' in Little 

Pearl Street and ran to see what was going on." On the way to the station he said, "I guessed 

you would be after us, that is why I left Little Pearl Street. I have been expecting the drop 

before for this job." 

Verdict: Wilson and O'Connor, Guilty; Myers and Miller guilty of robbery without violence. 

Sentences: O'Connor: Four months' hard labour; Myers and Miller. One month's 

imprisonment, second division; Wilson was released on his own recognisances in £20, with 

one surety in £10, to come up for judgment if called upon. 

The Flying Squad was formed in 1919 by Frederick Wensley who had been a close colleague 

of Ambrose was the natural placement for so active a thief taker. It is not certain when he was 

to join the Squad but it is though not long after its formation. Unfortunately Dick Kirby the 

historian of the Squad has no referenced to Ambrose. It was however when they had vehicles 

as one day when the family were due to go on holiday to Suffolk a large van pulled up 

outside their house. Inside the back of the van were a table and a couple of benches down the 

sides. In the sides of the van were Louvre windows to allow those inside to keep observation 

on what was happening in the street. The family were driven to Liverpool Street station and 

off they went on their holiday.  
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A 20/25hp London Police Flying Squad car fitted with "wireless instruments for the 

capture of criminals especially motor bandits" 

He was in the CID and was promoted to 3rd class sergeant on the 9 September 1919, 2nd 

class sergeant 24 June 1920 and 1st class sergeant 5 August 1929.  He was transferred to G 

Division 5 June 1933. 

 

The Big Four CID District Chiefs in 1920 – Wensley second left had responsibly for east 

London. The others are left are Hawkins, Carlin and Neil. Wensley was to become the 

first Chief Constable of the Metropolitan Police CID to come up through the ranks 
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Even with his family out walking in the East End Ambrose’s police brain was constantly in 

first gear pointing out to his children men standing on street corners identifying them as 

notorious pick-pockets and the once he had arrested; some more than once. With a sheepish 

grin the men would acknowledge Ambrose and the greeting “Hello Guv!” One Sunday 

Ambrose took his son to Club Row to a street market where birds and animals were sold. 

Ambrose was looking for pickpockets. They were to meet Prince Monolulu “a coloured man 

who used to wear very colourful clothes and a headdress of brightly coloured ostrich 

feathers.” Monolulu claimed to be an Ethiopian prince but was in fact a racing tipster selling 

tips to the gullible whose real name was Peter Carl Mackay (or McKay). He met Ambrose as 

a long lost brother. 

 

Prince Monolulu  
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Flying Squad officers in about 1930, with Bentley transport 

It is not known if Rayner had enough of the endless hours associated with specialist CID 

duties and asked to be returned to uniform or he was moved without asking but this is what 

happened on the 5 June 1933 and the picture below shows him as PS GR21
8
. In just over 6 

months after moving to G Division Ambrose was to retire. 

 

Ambrose retired 28 January 1934 when his conduct certificate states “Exemplary”.  On his 

retirement the Daily Mail described him as “Father Confessor to the Underworld and The 

                                                 
8
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Uncrowned King of the East End”.  He was 48 and had served in the Metropolitan Police for 

26 years and 114 days his service in Cambridgeshire not counting towards his pension which 

was set at £208.14s 14d.  

After retirement Ambrose worked for the Tobacco Trade Industry as an investigator looking 

into unfair trading practices.  

On the outbreak of war in 1939 Ambrose returned as a member of the First Police Reserve 

keeping his collar number GR21
9
. He was put in charge of a group of Specials and War 

Reserve at a small sub-station in Whitechapel but soon lost his enthusiasm leaving the 

Metropolitan Police to become a part-time Shelter Marshal and again working for the 

Tobacco Trade Industry organisation.  Ambrose had a close call during the Blitz.  Having 

checked “his” shelter he was walking back home which was close by, when he heard a bomb 

coming down. He threw himself to the ground and the bomb fell a short distance away in a 

nearby street. He was just about to get up when he heard a thud as a heavy object fell a few 

feet away which turned out to be a large block of granite which was now embedded in the 

pavement. The granite had flown over two blocks of houses for nearly a quarter of a mile. 
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Ambrose Rayner died on 31 August 1953 after almost 20 years on police pension aged 67. 

Daily Mirror 1953 

The Terror of London’s East End
10

 

Ambrose Rayner the “Terror of London’s East End” in the 1920s and one of the last links 

with Scotland Yard’s Big Four died in London yesterday at the age of 67. 

He joined the police force in 1907 but it was in the years after the First World War when he 

was an assistant to Chief Inspector Freddie Wensley that he achieved his almost legendary 

fame. 

His haunts were the darkest areas of the east End where he came to know every move in the 

intricate pattern of the underworld. To the petty crooks and burglars of the area he became 

almost a mythical figure and his work brought him 97(sic) official commendations during his 

years of service. 

War Service 

Before he retired in 1934 he was transferred to the Flying Squad. Even when he left the 

police Force he did not stop his work. He was employed up to the war as a company 

investigator and although in his late fifties he returned to the police for some time during the 

war as a plain clothes sergeant.  

When only a constable he was one of the police cordon of 300 in the famous siege of 1911 

The list of commendations is from Rayner’s Central Record of Service 

No Date of 

police 

order 

Amount Commendations and Awards by whom and 

for what service 

Correspondence 

no 

1 31.12.10 6s Commendation robbery 18119 

2 31.1.11 5s Commendation larceny and receiving 

property (other officers) 

20786 

3 31.1.11 6s Commendation robbery 20786 

4 31.1.11 6s Commendation warehouse-breaking (other 

officers) 

19834 

5 28.2.11 5s Commendation larceny 21415 

6 28.2.11 - Commendation larceny prosecution 21148 

7 31.3.11 6s Commendation larceny and receiving 21755 

8 31.1.12 - Judge Central Criminal Court evidence 

robbery 

 

9 29.2.12 7/6d Commendation highway robbery with  
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 Press cutting held by Marilyn Rennie 
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No Date of 

police 

order 

Amount Commendations and Awards by whom and 

for what service 

Correspondence 

no 

violence 

10 16.4.12 - Magistrates Old Street larceny and receiving  

11 30.4.12 5s Commendation attempted murder (other 

officers)  

31840 

12 31.5.12 6s Commendation larceny recovering property 32479 

13 30.11.12 6s Commendation living off immoral earnings 38823 

14 31.5.13 6s Commendation assault and robbery 44183 

15 30.9.13 5s Commendation suspected persons 46007 

16 30.9.13 - Commendation larceny and receiving   48251 

17 30.9.13 - Commendation larceny and receiving (other 

officers – privately rewarded) 

44388 

18 16.10.13 - Magistrate Old Street larceny (other officers) 57084 

19 31.10.13 5s Commendation larceny and receiving (other 

officers) 

48833 

20 29.11.13 - Commendation false representation police 

officer 

49700 

21 30.1.14 - Judge County of London Sessions larceny  

22 28.2.14 5s Commendation larceny (other officers) 57084 

23 28.2.14 - Judge County of London Sessions shop-

breaking (other officers)  

 

24 31.3.14 5s Commendation larceny (other officers) 52109 

25 30.4.14 5s Commendation larceny and receiving 53554 

26 15.5.14 - Judge County of London Sessions larceny  

27 30.5.14 5s Commendation larceny (other officers) 54501 

28 30.6.14 6s Commendation  suspects 55816 

29 31.7.14 - Judge County of London Sessions shop-

breaking (other officers)  

 

30 31.7.14 - Magistrate Old Street larceny and receiving  

31 31.8.14 6s Commendation larceny and receiving (other 
officers) 

57728 

32 31.8.14 5s Commendation shop-breaking (other officers) 57320 

33 1.8.14 5s Commendation immoral earnings (other 

officers) 

56213 

34 16.9.14 - Judge County of London Sessions burglary 

(other officers) 

 

35 30.10.14 6s Commendation burglary (other officers) 59163 

36 30.6.15 6s Commendation immoral earnings ( other 

officers) 

59101 

37 30.6.15 6s Commendation larceny (other officers)  65543 

38 31.8.15 6s Commendation larceny & receiving (other 

officers) 

67627 

 3.1.16  Passed CID exam 2
nd

 Class sergeant  

39 31.1.16 - Commendation larceny  & magistrates Old 

Street 
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No Date of 

police 

order 

Amount Commendations and Awards by whom and 

for what service 

Correspondence 

no 

 1.2.16  Failed promotion education exam 2
nd

 class  

40 29.2.16 6s Commendation housebreaking (other officers) 72181 

41 16.3.16 - Judge and Jury Middlesex Sessions 

housebreaking and receiving 

 

42 31.3.16 6s Commendation for action in above case 72122 

43 29.4.16 - Judge and Jury at the County of London 

Sessions larceny and Grievous Bodily Harm 

  

44 29.4.16 10s Commendation action above case 3919 

45 31.5.16 - Magistrate  Old Street  larceny & receiving 

(other officers)  

 

46 30.6.16 6s Commendation larceny & receiving (other 

officers) 

74717 

47 31.8.16 6s Commendation stealing & receiving (other 

officers) 

76541 

48 31.10.16 - Magistrate Old Street Larceny& receiving 

(other officers) 

 

49 31.10.16 6s Commendation larceny  76013 

50 28.2.17 5s Commendation larceny and receiving 81567 

51 31.7.14 - Judge County of London Sessions horse 

stealing (other officers)  

 

52 14.9.14 - Judge County of London Sessions warehouse-

breaking 

 

53 14.12.14 - Magistrate Old Street larceny & receiving 

property 

 

54 31.12.14 5s Commendation larceny& receiving  88631 

 19.1. 14  Promoted 3
rd

 class Sergeant  

55 15.1.18  - Mansion House larceny & receiving  

56 31.1.18 - Commendation larceny& receiving (other 

officers) 

89001 

57 31.1.18 - Judge County of London Sessions larceny & 

receiving  

 

 14.2.18  Passed promotion education exam 2
nd

 Class  

58 30.3.18 5s Commendation burglary (other officers)  91537 

59 15.5.18 - Judge County of London Sessions larceny & 

receiving property (other officers)  

 

60 31.5.18 5s Commendation - action in the above case 92715 

61 31.5.18 6s Commendation forgery (other officers)  91309 

62 14.6.18 - Magistrates Old Street Police Court – larceny 

(Other officers) 

 

63 28.6.18 5s Commendation action in above case (other 

officers)  

93418 

64 15.8.18 - Magistrate Old Street police court larceny 

(other officers)  

 

65 30.8.18 6s Commendation larceny & receiving (other 94987 
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No Date of 

police 

order 

Amount Commendations and Awards by whom and 

for what service 

Correspondence 

no 

officers)  

66 30.9.18 5s Commendation shop-breaking (other officers)  95669 

67 15.11.18 - Judge and jury at the County of London 

Sessions warehouse-breaking & receiving 

(other officers)  

 

68 15.11.18 - Judge and Jury at the County of London 

Sessions larceny (other officers) 

 

69 31.12.18 7/6d Commendation warehouse-breaking & 

receiving  

97730 

70 30.4.19 6s Commendation warehouse-breaking 012176 

71 29.11.19 - Judge County London Sessions attempted 

larceny (other officers) 

 

72 31.12.19 - Judge County London Sessions larceny & 

receiving  (other officers) 

 

 24.6.20  Promoted 2
nd

 Class Sergeant  

73 31.5.21 £1 Commendation Common Serjeant Central 

Criminal Court housebreaking, larcenies etc., 

(other officers) 

125221 

74 20.1.21 - Commendation housebreaking (another 

officer) 

 

75 30.9.21 £1 Commendation housebreaking (other officer)  

76 30.12.21 £1 Commendation Receiving (other officer) 230/PMH/2Y 

77 31.5.21 £1 Commendation Chairman County London 

Sessions housebreaking larcenies etc. (other 

officers) 

125221 

78 1.5.23 10s Commendation Deputy Chairman County 

London Sessions – van larcenies (other 

officers) 

230/PMH80 

79 29.6.23 10s Commendation Deputy Chairman County 

London Sessions – larceny (other officers)  

230/PMH/36 

80 2.1.24 - Commendation Recorder Central Criminal 

Court arson and fraud (other officers) 

 

81 31.12.25 10s Commendation larceny & receiving 230/PMONC/293 

82 31.5.26 10s Commendation Malicious damage – other 

officers 

225/H/159 

83 30.7.26 10s Commendation - housebreaking (other 

officers)  

225/H/161 

84 29.1026 - Commendation larceny & receiving (other 

officers) 

230/PMH/304 

85 29.7.27 £1 Commendation Common Serjeant Central 

Criminal Court conspiracy to defraud (other 

officers)  

235/G/180 

86 31.1.28 15s Commendation burglary (other officers)  225/M/193 

87 31.7.28 15s Commendation warehouse-breaking (other 225/H/210 
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No Date of 

police 

order 

Amount Commendations and Awards by whom and 

for what service 

Correspondence 

no 

officers 

88 31.1.29 10s Commendation larceny 230/PMH/475 

89 31.1.29 - Commendation attempted housebreaking 

(other officers) 

 

90 31.5.29 15s Commendation housebreaking (other officers)  225/H/229 

91 30.6.30 15s Commendation housebreaking (other officers) 230/PMH/680 

 27.8.29  Promoted 1
st
 Class Sergeant on 120s a week  

92 29.8.30 10s Commendation larceny and receiving (other 

officers) 

230/PMH/584 

93 31.3.31 10s Commendation larceny and receiving (other 

officers) 

230/PMH/646 

94 30.9.31 - Commendation larceny (other officers)  230/PMH/55 

95 29.4.32 - Commendation Recorder Central Criminal 

Court robbery with violence (other officers) 

202/RV/484 

96 13.6.32 - Commendation housebreaking 44/SAP/146 

97 14.10.32 - Commendation Recorder Central Criminal 

Court larceny cigarette coupons 

236/UNC/391 

98 16.1.33 - Commendation pickpockets 230/PSH/58 

 23.6.33  Transferred to G Division  

 281.34  Retired on pension – exemplary service 5/R/412 53) 

 31.8.53  Died (born 5.12.1885) aged 67 124/53/522 

 

Note from Dick Kirby – historian of the Flying Squad
11

: 

As to where Ambrose was posted when those commendations were awarded is difficult if not 

impossible to say.  In those days, officers were not necessarily posted to the Flying Squad and 

if they were, they would have been shown as 'COC1', which covered a multitude of 

departments.  Many officers were simply 'on loan' to the Flying Squad - one of its most 

famous officers was Frank 'Squibs' Dance but although he remained with the Squad for about 

15 years, he was never officially posted there - he was simply 'on loan' from 'Y' Division. 

To muddy the waters even further, if Ambrose had been commended in Police Orders for an 

arrest on another division - say 'E' Division - he might be shown as PC Rayner 'H' Division 

but all the time, it might have been as part of a Flying Squad case. 

So what's on an officer's personal record need not necessarily show the true circumstances of 

where he went or what he did 

Dick has had recently published by Pen and Sword: The Sweeney - the First Sixty Years of 

Scotland Yard’s Crimebusting Flying Squad-1978  
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 Note to the author of this text 23 September 2012 


