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Surrey Constabulary History 97 

 

 
Gerry Middleton-Stewart MBE died on Saturday 14th January 2023, following a short illness. Gerry 

was a long serving member of Police Staff who spent many years in charge of Registry at Mount Browne 

where she developed a deep interest in police history that included developing the force museum. She 

was awarded the MBE in 2006 for services to policing. Editor of “Surrey Police, A Pictorial History 

1851-2001.” 

 

 

 

http://www.surrey-constabulary.com/
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Deputy Chief Constable and Assistant Chief Constable  

Surrey Constabulary from 1851-1993 
 

Robert Bartlett/Jenny Tuffs 

 

The following has come from a number of sources, and as usual, they conflict so the dates below whilst 

accurate may vary by a year. Particular thanks to some of those officers who were there. Tony Forward 

for the early days and Peter Wickens, Des Flanders, Chris Atkins, Alan Bridgman for more modern 

times. If you have anything to add for accuracy that will be welcome. 

Officer Rank When in Post Comments  Awards 

   Captain Hastings 1851-

1899 

 

Biddlecombe Ch Supt 1851-1858 Senior superintendent 

appears not a deputy to 

chief 

 

Parr DCC/Supt 1864-1868   

Barker DCC/Supt 1868-1891 Died 1868 scarlet fever  

Page Howard DCC/Supt 1892-1899   

   Captain Sant 1899-1930  

 

KPM 

Page Howard DCC/Supt 1899-1921  MBE KPM 

Jennings Harry DCC/Supt 1921-1922  MBE 

Kenward  DCC/Supt 1922-1930  KPM 

Gallantry 

   Major Nicholson 1930-

1946  

CBE MC 

Kenward DCC/Supt 1930-1931  KPM 

Gallantry 

Bird William DCC/ACC 

 

1931-1941 ACC seen as senior to 

DCC 

 

Back HN ACC 1941-1946  MBE KPM 

   Simpson 1946-1956  OBE KBE Sir 

Commissioner 

Back HN ACC 1946-1955  MBE KPM 

Hall E ACC 1955-1956   

   Rutherford 1956-1968 

CBE 1966 QPM 1957 

1959 just an 

ACC 

Hall E ACC 1956-1970   

Post DCC 1968  OC Photo 68 

1969 

   Matthews 1968-1982  

Hall E ACC 1968-1970     

Maskell ACC 1970-1974   

Post DCC 1970- 1974   

Rowe ACC 1970-1974  QPM 

Rowe DCC 1974-1976  QPM 

Over ACC 1975-1976  CC Gwent 

QPM, CPM 
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Officer Rank When in Post Comments  Awards 

Hayes ACC 1977-1981  DCC Wilts 

Imbert DCC 1977-1979  Sir, Lord, 

TVP 

Commissioner 

Kane ACC 1977-1981  CC Cambs 

QPM 

Atkins ACC 1979-1982  QPM 

Kane DCC 1981  CC Cambs 

QPM 

Smith DCC 1981-1982  Dep 

Commissioner 

   Hayes Chief Constable 

1982 -1991  

Dep Comm 

O.St.J CBE 

QPM BA Sir 

Hoddinot ACC 1981-1983  

 

CBE QPM Sir 

CC Hants 

Atkins ACC 1982-1991  QPM 

Smith DCC 1982-1984  Dep 

Commissioner 

Sir, QPM 

Grey ACC 1982 -1991  QPM DCC 

Warwick 

Evans DCC 1984-1989  Sir, St.J QPM 

DL LL.B CC 

Devon and 

Cornwall 

Sharpe ACC 1989-1991  CC Herts 

QPM 

Williams DCC 1989-1991  CC Surrey  

     

   Williams 1991-1998 

QPM 

BTP 

Sharpe DCC 1991-1994  CC Herts 

O’Connor ACC 1991-1993  Sir, CHMIC 

CBE, QPM  

Beckett ACC 1991-1993   

Beckett DCC 1994-2001   

   Surrey Police 1993  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commander_of_the_Order_of_the_British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen%27s_Police_Medal
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Superintendent/Deputy Chief Constable Jennings MBE  

 

 
Superintendent Kenwood succeeded by Superintendent Bird 

 

 

Deputy Chief Constable- Supt William Henry Bird 

 

1931 Surrey Advertiser 11th July - New Deputy Chief Constable- Supt William Henry Bird of the 

Hersham Division has been appointed Deputy Chief Constable of Surrey, subject to confirmation by 

the Standing Joint Committee, the appointment to take effect on August 2nd. Mr. Bird succeeds Mr. W 

Kenward who retires on August 1st after having been associated with the County Constabulary for over 

30 years, the last nine of which as Deputy Chief Constable.  

 

Supt Bird, who is in his early forties, is a native of Kensington and he came to Guildford in 1909, 

joining the Surrey Constabulary a year later. He was stationed for two years at Shalford and four and 

a half years at Peasmarsh. In 1917 he was appointed to Headquarters at Guildford where he was clerk 

to Deputy Chief Constables Page and Jennings and when Mr. Kenward became Deputy Chief 

Constable in 1922, Mr. Bird became assistant clerk to Chief Constable Capt. Sant. He was promoted 
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Sergeant in April 1926 and Inspector in 1929. In August 1930 Mr. Bird was appointed to succeed 

Superintendent Gooby at Hersham, the latter moving to Woking and his appointment took place on 

September 13th.  

 
Superintendent Wm H Bird 

 

1939 December 16: Surrey Advertiser 16th December; Deputy Chief Constables new appointment 

– Superintendent Wm H Bird, Deputy Chief Constable of Surrey has been appointed Assistant Chief 

Constable by the Standing Joint Committee. The appointment became effective on December 1st. 

Assistant Chief’s career - Superintendent Bird succeeded the late Superintendent W Kenward as 

Deputy Chief Constable on the latter’s retirement in August 1931. He has long and valuable experience 

of administrative work in the force which he joined in 1910. After being stationed at Shalford and 

Peasmarsh he went to headquarters at Guildford and was clerk to former Deputy Chief Constables 

(Messrs. Page and Jennings) and in 1922 was appointed assistant clerk to the then Chief Constable 

Capt. M L Sant. He was promoted sergeant in 1926 and inspector in 1929, and in August 1930 went 

to Hersham as superintendent before returning to headquarters the following year as Deputy Chief 

Constable.  

 

In this period of Surrey Constabulary history, assistant chief constable was seen as a senior position to 

deputy chief constable.  

 

1940 January 31 Surrey Advertiser:  Assistant Chief Constable:  The Surrey Standing Joint 

Committee have decided, with the approval of the Secretary of State to create the post of Assistant 

Chief Constable of Surrey at £700 a year rising by triennial increments of £50 to £850 a year. The first 

holder of the post is Deputy Chief Constable W H   Bird and in consequence of extra mileage which it 

will be necessary for him to cover his car allowance is to be increased from £120 to £150 a year.  

 

1941 February 1 Surrey Advertiser Police officers retained: Surrey police officers retained in the 

service beyond retirement age under war service legislation include Superintendent AE Curry, 

Inspector FM Norgate, PCs F Haseman, RJ Saunders and WE Bridger. The Standing Joint Committee 

have expressed regret that ill-health has caused the retirement of Superintendent WH Bird from the 

post of Assistant Chief Constable. The appointment of Superintendent HN Back as deputy chief 

constable at £750 a year rising to £850 a year with £150 a year car allowance was confirmed. 
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1941 January 11: Surrey Advertiser: Assistant Chief retiring: Mr. W H Bird, Assistant Chief 

Constable of Surrey is retiring on pension and Supt H N Back has been appointed in his place. Mr. 

Bird became Deputy Chief Constable on August 3rd 1931 and in 1939 the title was altered to Assistant 

Chief Constable.         

Superintendent/Assistant Chief Constable HN Back MBE KPM 

                                                                                                   

Mr. Back became a member of the force in March 1919 and was appointed divisional clerk at 

Headquarters Division in November 1922, acting sergeant in October 192? and was promoted 

inspector and chief clerk to the chief constable in December 1930, he was promoted Superintendent in 

April 1935. Mr. Back was stationed at Godalming from 1919-1920 and at Cranleigh and Betchworth 

in the course of the following year returning to Guildford in 1922.  

 

1941 February 1: Surrey Advertiser: The Standing Joint Committee have expressed regret that ill 

health has caused the retirement of Supt W H Bird from the post of assistant chief Constable. The 

appointment of Superintendent H N Back as deputy (sic) chief constable at £700 a year rising to £850 

with £150 a year car allowance was confirmed.  

 

1n the 1947 King’s Birthday Honours Harold Nelson Back Assistant Chief Constable of Surrey was 

awarded an MBE. 

 
1954 June 11: Surrey Mirror: The Queen’s Police Medal for distinguished service has been awarded 

to Mr. H N Back Assistant Chief Constable of the Surrey Constabulary. 

 

Assistant Chief Constable and Deputy Chief Constable EF Hall 

 

1955 June 24: Esher News and Mail: Police Appointment: Superintendent E F Hall has been 

appointed assistant and deputy chief constable in the place of Mr. H N Back whose pending retirement 

after 14 years as assistant chief constable was announced in April.  Mr. Hall who is 47, joined the 

Surrey Constabulary in May 1928, was appointed acting sergeant in 1935 and in 1944 went to the 

Farnham Division as detective inspector. In 1951 he was promoted to chief inspector of Reigate 

Division and in February 1954 he was promoted to be superintendent in charge of the Godalming 

Division. 
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Ernie Hall 

William Henry Bird 

 

1911 Census Tyn-y-Llwyn Shalford William Henry Bird, single born 1890, police constable is a 

lodger with the Baker family. 24th July 1912 he married Daisy Adeline Grove at St Mary the Virgin, 

Shalford. 

 

1915 electoral register lists William Henry Bird living at Peasmarsh. 

 

1921 Census 10 North Place Guildford lists William Henry Bird, head of family born 1889 

Kensington, Police Constable clerk employed by Surrey Constabulary at County police station 

Guildford. He is living with his wife Daisy Adeline and three children. 

 

1939 June 21: Surrey Advertiser: Policeman hurt in accident: While he was riding a motorcycle 

through Woking on Saturday evening PC Allen Frederick Bird (26), c/o Sandymount, Steven Vale 

Road, Farnham, son of Supt W H Bird, deputy chief constable of Surrey was involved in a collision 

with a motor car. PC Bird and his pillion passenger, Miss Phyllis Farr (18) of Rowledge Farnham were 

thrown from the machine. PC Bird received an injury to the leg and wrist and Miss Farr was injured 

on the foot; they were both taken to the Woking Victoria Hospital 

 

1939 Register (taken 29th Sept) lists William H Bird born 30th April 1889, married, Deputy Chief 

Constable of Surrey living at Cavendish, Boxgrove Avenue, Guildford with his family. Mrs.Bird died 

in July 1940 after an illness of two years 

 

1946 William Henry Bird of 39 Woodlands Avenue Guildford died 9th October, probate in London 

21st November 1946 to William Henry Collis, police inspector, effects £469 6s 1d 

 

Harold Nelson Back was born in 1895 in Tenterden Kent. In 1921 Census Harold N Back born 1895 

born Broadchurch Kent, single, police constable in Surrey Constabulary at Cranleigh was a lodger with 

the Mercer family at 8 St James Place, Cranleigh, he married Ethel May Alvis 27th April 1922 Williton, 

Somerset. 

 

1923 Electoral register for 10 North Place, Guildford lists Harold Nelson Back. 
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1933 Electoral register for 53 Dapdune Road, Guildford lists Harold Nelson Back and Ethel May 

Back  

 

1936 Electoral register for Carlton Villa Martyr Road, Guildford lists Harold Nelson Back and Ethel 

May Back 

 

1939 Register for Pewley Way Guildford lists Harold N Back, bn 10th April 1895, married Police 

Superintendent and chief ? Surrey Constabulary living with his family.  

 

1968 March 10:  Harold Nelson Back of 18 Pewley Bank Guildford died, probate was 17th June in 

London £12,967 

 

 

William Kenward KPM  

Former Superintendent and Deputy Chief Constable Surrey Constabulary 

Died 14 May 1932 

1899-19311 

 

 
Superintendent and Deputy Chief Constable Kenwood on the left 1926 

 

Death of William Kenward: Ex-deputy chief of Surrey Police: Less than a year in retirement: 

We regret to record the death of Mr. William Kenward ex superintendent and deputy chief constable 

of Surrey for nine years. Mr. Kenward who was 56 years of age had retired to Woodgina, Boughton 

Hall Avenue, Send for about nine months. He had been in failing health ever since his retirement last 

August and on May 6th he was taken to the Royal Surrey County Hospital, where he died on Saturday. 

He leaves a widow and daughter, Miss Kenward. 

 
1 Surrey Constabulary appointments register – Surrey Police December 2012 
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Nearly 32 years’ service: Mr. Kenward served in the Surrey County Constabulary nearly 32 years for 

the last nine as Deputy Chief Constable and retired on August 1 last year. He joined as a constable on 

November 20th 1899 and served in that capacity at Chertsey, Chobham, Brookwood and Woking. 

While at Woking he was promoted sergeant and went to Camberley but nine years later was promoted 

inspector and returned to Woking. On May 1, 1921, he was appointed superintendent of the Godalming 

division, but further promotion came to him in November the following year when he succeeded 

Superintendent HJ Jennings as Deputy Chief Constable and removed to HQ at Guildford. 

 

Mr. Kenward’s death recalls the extraordinary scenes at Newlands Corner in December 1926 following 

the disappearance of Mrs Agatha Christie the novelist, and the finding of her abandoned car at 

Newlands Corner. Mr. Kenward was in charge of the Surrey end of the investigations and organised 

parties which scoured the countryside. All sorts of theories were advanced in the newspapers until the 

mystery was solved by the discovery of Mrs Christie at Harrogate. 

 

In his capacity of Deputy Chief Constable Mr. Kenward was also directly concerned in the 

investigations which led to the trial and conviction of the Frenchman Vaqier for the murder of Mr. 

Alfred Jones at Byfleet in 1924. 

 

A medal for bravery: Mr. Kenward was awarded the King’s Police Medal for bravery at Horsell when 

he was an inspector. By his tact and courage, he succeeded in disarming a dangerous lunatic who had 

armed himself with a rifle and had wounded a constable. 

 

As his rise from constable to Deputy Chief Constable indicates, Mr. Kenward was an able and zealous 

officer. He maintained strict discipline but gained the respect and regard of the members of the force. 

He was keenly involved in promoting their welfare, encouraged athletic and other recreational 

activities and was always ready with advice and help. He had a generous nature. He did not seek 

publicity but performed many acts of kindness in a quiet way. Many a down and out man has had 

reason to be grateful to him for advice and assistance and so often when in the position of prosecutor 

pleaded for leniency for accused people when he thought they deserved another chance. Mr. Kenward 

was the founder of the Surrey Constabulary Widow’s and Orphan’s Pension Fund.  

 

At his own request nothing was said about his retirement at the last Guildford County Bench that he 

attended, but the following week Capt. EH Tuckwell (chairman) paid a tribute to his services and said, 

“he was a man who did an enormous amount of good in a quiet way and realised the highest ideals of 

a policeman in trying to prevent crime and in helping those who got into trouble.” 

 

The funeral: Representatives of every police division in the county, special constables, and members 

of other organisations numbering altogether about 150, formed in procession at the funeral at Guildford 

on Wednesday. 

 



 11 

 
If this is not the funeral this photograph was of a very similar event 

 

Preceding a service at St Saviour’s conducted by the Rev. SF Connell (vicar) the cortege was met in 

the London Road by Inspector Yeend and 18 members of the Guildford Borough Police Force, who 

with the members of the county force who acted as bearers formed an escort through the town to the 

County Police Station, There the cortege was joined by the Chief Constable Major G Nicholson; 

Deputy Chief Constable WH Bird, and the following officers and representatives of their divisions. 

Superintendent Mann and Inspector Pickard, Dorking; Superintendent Gray, Chertsey; Superintendent 

Stovell, Farnham; Superintendent Gooby, Woking; Superintendent Claydon and Inspector Brake, 

Oxted; Inspector Back, Guildford; Inspector Head Egham.  

 

At the head of the detachment of the borough police walked the Chief Constable Mr. Walter Oliver, 

Inspector Yeend and Sergeants Goodwin and Brazier. Members of the Hampshire Constabulary were 

present in charge of Inspector Hibberd of Farnborough, and representatives of the Surrey Special 

Constabulary attended including Capt. EH Tugwell (Chief County Leader); Col. AB Bethell (Deputy 

County Leader) and a detachment of D Division, Camberley on which Mr. Kenward had been 

particularly interested, under Divisional Leader F Stallwood. The Reigate Borough Police were 

represented.  

 

Among others at the service were the Mayor, Mr. William Harvey; Capt. ML Sant; ex Deputy Chief 

Constable HJ Jennings; Mr. and Mrs L Curry, Mr. and Mrs AC Parker; Mr. and Mrs J Christopher and 

Mr. and Mrs HG Follett; Mesdames Devine, W Oliver, C Norris representing ex PC Norris, Hinkins 

representing ex Superintendent Marks, JW Vigar, Beddow, Humphreys, Norton, Ford, Bailey and 

Smith. Misses Brown and Stonard and Messrs F Daws, WH Winmill, JR Grant, CJ Stevens, JB 

Rapkins, G Wills Taylor, H Gafford, JR Norris, GW Franks, C Saunders, CWT Boyce, ET Close, G 

Taylor, G Short and WT Steddy.  
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The St John Ambulance Brigade were represented by Ambulance Officer A Norton and Pte Thacker 

Guildford Division, and Corps Officer CE Chaplin Guildford Corps, Mr. PJ Webb Surrey records 

Clerk representing the staff at County Hall, Kingston. 

  

Mr. H Greenwood was at the organ and led the singing of “O God our help” and Abide with me.” 

 

At the cemetery: The internment was at Guildford cemetery. The coffin bearing the flagof the County 

Constabulary and Mr. Kenward’s police cap was born by Inspector Runnegar, Weybridge, Inspector 

Norgate, Guildford, Sergt. Benstead Chipstead, Sergt. Jackson Albury, PC Head Shamley Green and 

PC Icke Shere. As it was lowered into the grave all ranks stood at the salute. 

 

 

Superintendent Elisha Alfred Curry MVO MBE KPM 
Surrey Constabulary PC295 

Served and wounded 14th London Regiment,  

Lieutenant Royal Garrison Artillery 

 First World War  

  
Superintendent EA Curry Surrey Constabulary MVO, (Abdication crisis) MBE, awarded 

KPM for his work during the war especially bombings Weybridge area 

 



 13 

 

Thank you: With help from Jean and Henry Pelham, Barrie Friend military historian, Robert 

Simonson Surrey History Centre 

 

Parents  

Father - Alfred Curry – born 1858 – Houghton, Norfolk – Occupation General Farm Labourer  

Mother – Lydia Curry – born 1858 – Houghton, Norfolk – maiden name Lydia Seaman, married 

1878, Docking, Norfolk. 

 

 
Believed 1891 
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1901 Census – Living Cottage, In Street, Houghton, Docking, Norfolk 

Alfred Curry – Age 43 – Occupation – Agricultural Labourer 

Lydia Curry – Age 43 

Harold Curry – Age 21 – Agricultural Labourer 

Stephen Curry – Age 15 – Blacksmiths Apprentice 

Thomas Curry – Age 14 – Agricultural Labourer 

John Curry – Age 12  

Elisha Alfred Curry – Age 10 

Albert Curry – Age 8 

Evelyn Louisa Curry – Age 3  

Walter George Curry - Age 5 months 

 

 
 

1911 Census – Living Houghton, Norfolk 

Alfred Curry – Age 53 – Occupation General Farm Labourer 

Lydia Curry – Age 53 

John Curry – age 22 – General Farm Labourer 

Elisha Alfred Curry – Age 20 – Domestic Gardener 

Albert Curry – Age 18 – General Farm Labourer 

Evelyn Curry – Age 13 – at School 

Walter Curry – Age 10 – at School 

 

Married April 1920 to Alice E Hammond in Mitford, Norfolk.  

 

Married: December 1923 (described as widower) to Nellie Smith a 24 year old spinster in 

Busbridge, Godalming, Surrey  
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Death: Nellie Curry of Hardwick Lane, Chertsey, Surrey died 7th November 1956. Probate: 

£271.16s.9d left to Florence Smith, Spinster. 

 

Married February 1960 Jessie Margaret Simmons, at Bisley, St John the Baptist, Surrey 

 

Death: Elisha Alfred Curry died 17th January 1983 age 92. Probate – 10th June 1983 – reads: Elisha 

Alfred otherwise Alfred Elisha Curry of New Houghton, living Hardwick Lane, Chertsey, Surrey died 

17th January 1983. Probate Winchester 10th June 1983 - £76,343.  

 

Electoral Rolls – known as Alfred Elisha Curry 

 

1925-26   Hill Moor, The Street, Epsom (Also a reference 1925 living in Ashted)  

1927-29  1 Christmas Hill, Shalford, Guildford 

1930  Police Station, Guildford 

1931-32 Marlborough Road, Farnham 

1933-1935 Carlton Villa, Guildford 

1935  Molyneux, Melrose Road, Chertsey 

1936-37 No 1 Police Cottage, Chertsey 

1938  Molyneux, Melrose Road, Chertsey 

 

1939 Register - living 1 Molyneax Villas, Melrose Road, Weybridge, Surrey 

Head – Mary Gleeson – b) 1882 – Elementary School Teacher – widowed 

Alfred E Curry – age 48 – Superintendent of Police 

Nellie Curry – age 39- unpaid domestic. 
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Police Section House 1939 Weybridge, PCs. Baysfield and Mrs Alice in house attached to police station, 

Selwood Eric (later RAF pilot), Sampson Phillip, Smith Douglas, Bathe John (KIA RAF), Oliver 

Frederick, Butcher Alfred, Scott Donald, Furlonger George, Childs Thomas  

 

1950 living Esher 

1950-51 Melrose Road, 

 

ARMY SERVICE 

 

UK World War 1 – Service Medal and Award Rolls 1914-1920 

 

Theatres of war in which Sergeant No 511020 Elisha Alfred Curry served 17-8-15 to 13-9-16 in the 

14th London Regiment Service no 4338. (Police records show London Scottish which may have been 

another name for the London regiment battalion in which he served) 

 

London Gazette 

13154 Supplement to the London Gazette 15 December 1917' “The under mentioned: from Officer 

Cadet Units, to be 2nd Lts (Lieutenant) – (then amongst a list of men is Elisha Alfred Curry).” There is 

another date and this is above the list of men - 8th December 1917 

 

Elisha Alfred Curry – Soldier No 4338(Private) 

Elisha Alfred Curry – Soldier No 511020 (Sergeant) – 14th London Regiment  

British Army Medal  

 



 17 

 
 

Wounded during First World War and entitled to wear wound stripe2 

 

This man was entitled to wear a "Wound Stripe" as authorised under Army Order 204 of 6th July 1916. 

The terms of this award being met by their naming in this list.  

 

Sergeant 4338 British Army, London Regiment 

Served France 17 August 1915 

 

14th London Regiment Private 4338, sergeant 5111020 

 

14 December 1917 London Gazette Supp 30429 p 13154 appointed 2nd Lieutenant - commissioned 7 

December 1917 

 

3 December 1920 London Gazette 32151 p 12028 “relinquished commission, retains rank of 

Lieutenant”. 

 

Police Service 

 

Curry joined the Surrey Constabulary as PC295 6 July 1914. He was aged 23 in February 1914. Born 

Houghton, Norfolk 24 February 1891. He joined the military on January 29, 1915, re-joining the Surrey 

Constabulary after war service in October 1919 possibly as PC138. With about twelve years’ service 

Curry was appointed sergeant at Cranleigh in August 1931. It appears that almost immediately he was 

moved to Woking for detective duties. In December 1932 promoted to inspector from detective sergeant.  

 
2 From Barrie Friend January 2023 
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Surrey History Centre ref. 9152/1/2/1/4 with thanks to Robert Simonson 

 

July 1, 1916, Appointed to Hookwood 

1915 Joined Army – maintained membership of the Surrey Constabulary and received advancement 

although commissioned in Royal Garrison Artillery 

January 1, 1916, Third Class constable to 2nd Class Constable 

September 6, 1931, Constable to Sergeant 

December 4, 1932, Sergeant to Inspector 

December 30, 1934, Inspector to Superintendent  

July 1, 1950, Superintendent to Superintendent Grade 1 

 
Postings after First World War: 1919 Egham Hythe, 1920 Egham,1921 Peaslake, Hoebridge, 
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Weybridge, Godalming, Limpsfield, Ashtead, Shalford, Bramley, Cranleigh, Woking, Guildford, 1935 

Chertsey, Weybridge  

 

 

 
Five commendations, King’s Silver Jubilee Medal, King’s Coronation Medal, MVO 
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Defence Medal, KPM 

 
 

 

29 August 1931: Surrey Advertiser Surrey Constabulary: Promotions and changes: Several 

promotions and changes are taking place in the Surrey Constabulary. Inspector Frederick Smith of 

Leatherhead retires from September 5th and his place will be taken by Inspector Arthur Stent, Farnham. 

Sergeant John White who is promoted inspector will move from Dorking to Farnham and Sergeant 

William Hardy of Brookwood transfers to Dorking. 

 

Police Sergeant Reid of Addlestone will be stationed at Brookwood, and he will be succeeded by 

Sergeant Walter West on transference from Cranleigh. PC Curry of Bramley became sergeant and 

takes charge at Cranleigh. PC R Hearsay, Mayford goes to Bramley and among other changes PC 

Govey, Virginia Water moves to Mayford.  

 

Inspector Smith joined the force on July 9th 1906 and has completed 25 years’ service. He was stationed 

one time at Worplesdon and was a sergeant at Albury from 1924 to 1927. Mr. Smith rose to the rank 

of inspector in October 1927 and went to Leatherhead. 

 

Mr. White received his sergeant’s stripes in 1928 and served at Hookwood. His stations when a 

constable included Shalford. 

 

29 August 1931 Surrey Advertiser: Surrey Constabulary” Five Sergeants to Act as Detectives. 

Promotions and changes. Promotions consequent upon the augmentation of the Surrey County 

Constabulary recently approved by the Home Office have been made and will take effect on November 

29th and there will be consequential changes.  The Home Office have also given approval to the scheme 
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for five sergeants to carry out duties as detectives and they will be: Police Sergeant Curry at Woking, 

Police Sergeant Elkins at Chertsey, Police Sergeant Turner at Walton on Thames, Police Sergeant 

Webb at Dorking and Police Sergeant Hector at Oxted. 

 

Inspector H Back is appointed chief clerk at HQ at Guildford and PC Andrews is promoted sergeant 

and appointed assistant clerk there. The following are promoted sergeant: PC S Cox Haslemere to 

Cranleigh, PC D Bensted Merrow to Chipstead, PC W Elkins Hersham to Chertsey, PC Turner 

Chertsey to Walton on Thames, PC G Hector Walton on Thames to Oxted, Acting Sergeant Ewington 

Hookwood becomes a full sergeant. 

 

The following are appointed acting sergeants: PCs C Maskell Godalming, E Wright Hersham, W Venn 

Oxted, A Russell Woking, E Hooke Dorking, F Smith Chertsey, W Collis HQ Division, and H 

Springate Farnham. 

 

Police Sergeant Webb from Chipstead to Dorking, Police Sergeant Curry from Cranleigh to 

Woking, PC Parratt from Ewhurst to Merrow, PC Haseman from Dorking to Ewhurst, and PC Mayes 

from Woking to Hersham. 

 

 

 

 

Surrey Advertiser 17 October 1931 

 
 

Surrey Advertiser 24 September 1932 
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1932 October 8 Cut Mill murder: Just before dinner on October 8, 1932, Annie Keen (64) was clubbed 

three times with a sharpening stone in the scullery of her isolated Surrey cottage. Her throat was cut with 

a kitchen knife found at the murder scene. An odd-job boy found her body in a pool of blood. It was 

lying next to an untouched meal that had been laid out for two. Mrs Keen should have prepared the dinner 

for her and her husband, but he never made it home. Some minutes after the attack on his wife, Albert 

aged sixty-one, was beaten with a cudgel on his walk home from work. He was thrown into a nearby 

pond, and his body found floating there by police. Back at the cottage, police found signs that money 

had been stolen from the house. It was well known locally that Keen, a cowman, kept all his cash in his 

house. Detective Sergeant Curry and PC Tom Roberts attended the scene. 

 

Detective Sergeant Curry said he found a carving knife under the linoleum in the scullery 18inn from 

Mrs Keene’s right hand and in line with her knee. He also took possession of two pieces of sharpening 

stone, which were found in the living room. One of the pieces had blood stains on it.  

 

1932 November 19 Surrey Advertiser: Interesting promotions: Detective Sergeant Curry of the 

Surrey Constabulary has been promoted inspector, Acting Sergeant Russell, sergeant, and PC Bishop 

acting sergeant. Promotions take effect December 4. Inspector Ernest Dibley, Hersham is retiring from 

the force after nearly 33 years’ service, He joined in January 1900 and as a constable was stationed at 

Caterham, Chelsham, Horley and Brockham. In March 1920 he made sergeant and went to Haslemere. 

Upon promotion to inspector in December 1921 he went to Chertsey. Six years later he transferred to 

Hersham. 

 

1933 Captain Sant the Chief Constable’s house was burgled (Retired Superintendent Fred Shoobridge 

in 1999) Red House, next door to the Sea Horse at Shalford. Licensee was an ex-Portsmouth City 

sergeant. Inspector Curry arrested a man named Lemon alias Sooty Jack for sixteen burglaries. Police 

were allowed to wear civvies, as there were often no detectives. The Deputy Chief Constable was the 

superintendent of the Guildford Rural Division. No real Criminal Investigation Department. PS Johnny 

Lucas was in charge of the stores, clothing, and training. Gave me my first job as a recruit - clean the 

urinals.3 

 
3  In conversation with Robert Bartlett 
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1934 September 19 Western Morning News: Men who attacked constable: PC Forehead 

Horsley. Roberts 
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1934 December 28: Lynn Advertiser: Detective Inspector Curry of the HQ Division of the Surrey 

Constabulary, Guildford will succeed Superintendent G Gray, Chertsey who retires on December 29. 

Detective Inspector Curry is the son of Mr. Alfred Curry and the late Mrs Curry of New Houghton. 

His family have lived in the Houghton District for many years. 

 

1936 September 23: Egham Club shooting: September 23rd. The shooting occurred at the Woodhaw 

Club at Egham a riverside club of which the accused was the proprietor. The members were mostly 

young, between the ages of twenty and thirty years of age. During the afternoon of the 23rd there was a 

group of these young men. After lunch they were getting down horse chestnuts to pelt each other, the 

defendant became annoyed, opened fire with a twelve-bore shotgun from a bedroom widow seriously 

wounding one youth. DS Roberts took the photos and PC Beale provided a plan. Superintendent Curry 

led the investigation.4 1936 October 31: Chertsey Shooting Charge: After several adjournments to permit 

an injured man to recover from his injuries Edward Dimond 26 hotel proprietor of Egham was committed 

for trial at Chertsey Magistrates Court charged with maliciously shooting with intent to maim Henry 

Monty at Egham on September 22. Committed to the Assizes.5 1936 November 28: Hotel proprietor 

Acquitted: At Surrey Assizes Edward Dimen aged 26 the proprietor of Wood haw, Egham pleaded not 

guilty of maliciously wounding Henry Monty of Chiswick. The jury returned a verdict of Not Guilty.  

He said he had only intended to frighten the young men. Monty was in hospital 13 days. Superintendent 

Curry, Surrey Constabulary, was in charge of the police case. 6 

The Abdication Crisis 

 

1936 Daily News (London) (The Abdication): Remained indoors all day: The King remained at Fort 

Belvedere throughout the weekend. He was not seen even in the grounds. Cars were arriving and 

departing all day and about 5.30 last night the King’s black saloon with all blind drawn left for London. 

Stringent precautions were again taken to prevent gate crashers. Special Branch men and a detachment 

of officers from the Surrey Constabulary under Superintendent Curry policed the grounds and patrols 

of estate workers assisted. 

 
December 1936 abdication of King Edward VIII which took place at Fort Belvedere in the Weybridge 

Division. For his services at Fort Belvedere on July 24, 1937, Superintendent Currie was made a member 

of the Victorian Order and Sergeant (later chief inspector) Backshell was awarded the Silver Medal of 

that Order. (These medals are awarded personally by the sovereign).7 8 

1937 July 23: Lincolnshire Echo: Fort Belvedere Police Chief Honoured: The King at a private 

investiture at Buckingham Palace today – Superintendent Alfred Curry of the Surrey Constabulary who 

was in charge of the police arrangements at Fort Belvedere during the abdication crisis was made a 

member of the fifth Class of the Royal Victorian Order. 

 

 
4 Believed the Surrey Advertiser and County times – undated – Tom Roberts papers 
5 The Times 31 October 1936 
6 The Times 28 November 1936 
7 The Scotsman 24 July 1937  
8 Surrey Constabulary 1851-1951 Superintendent Durrant page 57. 
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1937 July 24: MVO awarded Superintendent Alfred Curry Surrey Constabulary.9 

1937 July: Albert Victor Backshell was awarded the medal of the Royal Victorian Order. Having 

joined the Surrey Constabulary in June 1920 after lengthy service in tanks during the First World War 

he was posted to Godalming, Holmwood, Oatlands Park and Sunningdale. In February 1936 he was 

promoted sergeant an in 1937 commended in the first class by the chief constable for conspicuous ability 

and intelligence displayed whilst on special duty at Fort Belvedere from June 1933 until December 1936 

during the residence there of HM King Edward V111 formerly the Prince of Wales. Promoted inspector 

and posted to Dorking where in June 1950 he was promoted chief inspector. He died in 1978 aged 81.10 

 

Fort Belvedere during abdication crisis 

 

In the photograph at the main gate to Fort Belvedere can be seen a 1930s uniformed Surrey 

Constabulary motorcyclist with his machine leaning against the fence. No frills! 

 
9 The Scotsman 24 July 1937  
10 Off Beat May 1978 
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Superintendent Curry and Police Sergeant Backshall leaving Buckingham Palace  

1941 February 1 Surrey Advertiser Police officers retained: Surrey police officers retained in the 

service beyond retirement age under war service legislation include Superintendent AE Curry, 

Inspector FM Norgate, PCs F Haseman, RJ Saunders and WE Bridger. The Standing Joint Committee 

have expressed regret that ill-health has caused the retirement of Superintendent WH Bird from the 

post of Assistant Chief Constable. The appointment of Superintendent HN Back as deputy chief 

constable at £750 a year rising to £850 a year with £150 a year car allowance was confirmed. 

 

1942 June 9: The body of the three-month-old grandson of Admiral Craig-Waller was found in the 

lake of Burwood Park, Walton on Thames. The baby had been parked in his pram and was left briefly 

by his mother who told police she saw a man lift the baby out of the pram. She ran after the man who 

made off in a motorcycle. Attempts were made to resuscitate the baby without success. Superintendent 

Curry is Officer in Case.11 

 

Express Staff Reporter: Yard Aids `Baby in Lake` Case Walton-on-Thames (Surrey), 

Wednesday: Scotland -Yard is now helping to investigate the mystery of the baby in the lake. The 

baby, three-month-old David Craig Waller, grandson of Vice-Admiral A. Craig-Waller, was found 

dead in an ornamental lake in Burwood Park, Walton-on-Thames, on Sunday.  Statements made to 

Surrey police are that a strange man took the baby from a perambulator in the temporary absence of 

his mother, 22-year-old Mrs Patricia Craig-Waller, and later rode off on a motorcycle. Mrs Craig 

Waller gave chase.  Mr Donald Kellie, a special constable, was called, and recovered the baby from 

the water.   Detective Inspector Davis and Detective Sergeant Fisk of Scotland Yard conferred today 

with Superintendent Curry of Surrey Police, examined the lake, and interviewed the neighbours. The 

mother was charged with murder. 

 
11 1942 9 June: The Times 
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1944 May 6 Surrey Advertiser: PC (Flight Sergeant) Bathe funeral 

 

 

 
Surrey Mirror 26 November 1948: Policemen as Marksmen: Surrey Constabulary Sports 

Superintendent Curry captain of the Section. Former Chief Constable Sant father in law of Brigadier 

Roupell VC 
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1949 KPM at Mount Browne 

 

1949 opening of new HQ Mount Browne: The occasion was used by the Lord Lieutenant to present 

the King's Police and Fire Services Medal for distinguished service to Superintendent E A Curry 

(Weybridge) for the efficient maintenance and operation of his division during the war, often under 

heavy bombing. 

 

 
1950 PAA semi finalists 
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Old Comrades 1971 Mr. Currie with a stick sat next to Chief Constable Matthews 
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Off Beat 1992: For the first time the Curry Rose Bowl was presented to the Dog Section’s 

Inspector David Cording who was voted by his staff as having provided support, 

understanding and initiative during a particularly difficult time. Mrs Curry. 

 

 
Cadet 14 Bob Bartlett and later Dick Chase also cadet 14 
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The photograph was of the Sant Cup final in 1977 with Dorking beating Headquarters by one wicket. 

The game was played at Woodbridge Road, Guildford, cricket ground. The match is fully reported in 

the October 1977 No 63 edition of Offbeat with photographs of both teams. Dorking Division: 

Back Row: Tim O’Riordan, Brian Silver, Barry Siviers, Ted Lawry, Pat Faull, Dick Chase. 

Front Row: Gerry Hardie, Peter Wickens (Capt.), Les Jales, Tony Grant, Steve Collins. 

 

 

 

Detective Inspector Lewis Geoffrey Roberts 

Surrey Constabulary  

Born 5 March 1909 – March 1964 

Brother of Detective Superintendent Tom Roberts 

 

“He lived for the police. He   was a policeman for 24 hours of the day.” 

 

Assisted by, Jennie Tuffs former Surrey Constabulary, Chris Roberts, nephew, mail to Robert Bartlett 

from nephew, Tom Roberts biography, “Friends and Villains’ Tom Roberts Hodder and Stoughton, 

Surrey History Centre ref. 9152/1/2/1/4 with thanks to Robert Simonson 

 

Lewis Geoffrey Roberts was born 5th March 1907 at Dummer near Basingstoke, his parents were 

Kingsley and Ada (nee Woollard) Roberts 

 

1911 Census the family were living at Dummer 
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1921 Census for Dummer near Basingstoke lists Lewis G Roberts as aged 24 years working at Manor 

Farm Dummer for Sir R Rycroft, Bart, doing dairy work 

 

 
 

1929 Electoral Register for Up Street Dummer lists Kingsley, Ada, Kingsley and Lewis Geoffrey 

Roberts 

 

1929 4th August Lewis Geoffrey Roberts joined the Surrey Constabulary following in the footsteps of 

his elder brother Tom. 

 
Helmet plate with collar number for Lewis and his brother Tom Roberts12 

 

 
12 From Tony Coleman. These are not originals, but photo-shop numbers added 
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Tom and Lewis about 1929 
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PC4 and Police Sergeant 16 Appointed 4 August 

1929 

 

1950 appointed inspector Woking 

 
Retired September 1962 - Died 18 March 1964 
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Tom and PC 4 Lewis Roberts - brothers both in the Surrey Constabulary 8 

 

 

1930 Electoral Register for Three Beeches Green Dene East Horsley lists Lewis Geoffrey Roberts   

 

In February 1932 Police Constable Albert William Harrison of the Surrey Constabulary was killed 

whilst cycling at Lowfield Heath in the company of Police Sergeant Ewington. A London General 

Country Services omnibus approached them from the rear and came into collision with the constable’s 

bicycle, he was caught under the bus and when removed found to be dead. At the full inquest PC Lewis 

Roberts, Leatherhead deposed to drawing a plan of the road. He said, “At the scene of the impact, the 

road was 30ft 6in, there was no obstruction in the road and nothing to cause a vehicle to pull out”
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1935 Electoral Register for 19 Myrtle Road Dorking lists Lewis Geoffrey Roberts living with Annie 

Elizabeth Still and Reginald James Warren. 

 

1939 Register for 2 Myrtle Road Dorking lists Lewis Geoffrey Roberts born 5th March 1907, single, 

Detective Sergeant, Surrey Constabulary living with a Charles and Sarah Realff 

 

1940 Surrey Mirror 23rd February: Injured police sergeant - Charged with maliciously wounding 

and causing grievous bodily harm to Police Sergeant Frederick Skinner of the Surrey Constabulary, with 

intent to resist arrest, Frederick Manzi (36), a cook., of 20 Barbell Street SW 1 was remanded at Dorking 

Police Court on Monday. The offence was alleged to have been committed at Chipstead on February 

13th. Det-Sgt Roberts said that at 12.30pm accompanied by Inspector Collis he saw Manzi in 

Westminster Bridge Road, London and told him he was a police officer from Dorking making enquiries 

respecting a case of alleged housebreaking and assault on a police sergeant. He also told Manzi he 

answered the description of a man alleged to have assaulted the police sergeant and that he was going to 

take him to Dorking Police Station where he would be up for identification. Manzi replied “I was not 

there; I was down at Wimbledon at the dogs. I am innocent”. At 3.30pm on Sunday manzi was cautioned 

by Inspector Collis and replied, “I know nothing at all about it”. He was remanded in custody until 

Monday February 26th In April 1940 Manzi was later sentenced to three years penal servitude 

 

1947 30th July Lewis Geffrey Roberts married Margaret Joan Derriman at Dorking  

 

1959 Aldershot News 4th September - Ewshot man faces 61 charges- Edward Hillyer Easther (51), car 

salesman of Appletree Cottage, Ewshot made a formal appearance before Woking Magistrates on 

Tuesday- Det Insp L Roberts said Easther had been arrested the previous evening and charged with 24 

cases of larceny of cars and 37 cases of falsification of accounts. The offences alleged to have occurred 

between the latter part of 1957 and the early months of 1958 when Esther was employed as a car 

salesman by Clarkes of Pirbright. Det Insp Roberts, asking for a remand until October 12th said there 

was no objection to bail. “I shall ask for a substantial surety of nearly £12,000” he stated. There were 

two sureties in court prepared to stand bail and they were suitable to the police. Easther said he would 

like to apply for bail and also legal aid. “Are you in a position to find a £500 surety asked Lord 

Swaythling, the chairman. “Yes” replied Esather. Ordering a remand until October 12th   the Bench 

granted bail in Esther’s own recognisance of £500 with two other sureties of £500 each. His application 

for legal aid would not be granted that day said the chairman but forms could be obtained from the Clerk 

of the Court.  

 

1960 January 16 Surrey Advertiser: Intruder disturbed- Returning to her home, Highlands Lower 

Guildford Road Knaphill on Monday, Mrs M H Shapland disturbed a man who was in the house stated 

Det Insp L Roberts at Woking court on Tuesday. The police were notified and subsequently James 

William Murray, aged 43 of 212 Walton Road Woking was arrested. He appeared on a charge of entering 

Highlands and stealing a bottle of brandy, a cheque book, ring and other items valued at £5, he was 

remanded in custody until January 21st.  
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1960 February 13: Surrey Advertiser: Prisoner escapes- James William Murray ,43, a labourer of 

Walton Road Woking who had been committed for trial on a charge of breaking into a house at 

Brookwood escaped from custody at Surrey Quarter Sessions, County Hall, Kingston on Tuesday. He 

had applied for a dock brief and then went below to the cells where he was interviewed by his counsel, 

Mr Ambrose Crawley. Shortly afterwards he was missing and yesterday he had still not been recaptured.  

 

1960 January 16 Surrey Advertiser: Two remanded in custody- Bail was refused by Woking 

Magistrates to Peter Matthews (20), labourer of 171 Rydens Way Old Woking and Brian Marcel John 

King (19, labourer of 28 Engliffe Lane Pyrford who appeared on remand charged with breaking and 

entering Drew’s Furniture Mart, Chertsey Road Woking with intent to commit a felony on January 10th. 

Det Insp L Roberts said that other charges would be preferred and some scientific evidence had to be 

prepared. The men were remanded in custody for a week. 

 

1960 February 22 Daily News (London): James William Murray who escaped from the cells at 

Kingston on February 9th was arrested yesterday in Balham London. He appeared at Quarter Sessions 

on 26TH February and was sentenced to 12months imprisonment. 

 

1960 March 5 Surrey Advertiser: Coalmen stole some extra bags- A coal lorry driver and his mate 

admitted at Woking Court that they loaded two extra bags of coal at the yard and sold them for 10s each 

on their round. They were David Robert Dalrymple (31), driver of 8 Robins Way Hersham and Keith 

Reginald Thomas Fish (22), driver’s mate of 44 Gloster Road Old Woking. Det Insp L Roberts said the 

men worked for Charrington, Gardner and Locket (London) Ltd and on the morning of February 13th 

they loaded the lorry at the Woking depot and when they were in Old Woking sold the extra two bags. 

The men had made statements admitting the offence and asked for three similar cases to be taken into 

consideration These involved a value of £4 10s. The men were fined £10 each and ordered to pay 11s 

3d each restitution. 

 

1960 March 19: Surrey Advertiser: Post office thefts are alleged- At 5.30am on Sunday PS Bryant 

stopped and questioned a man on the canal bank at Woking stated Det Insp L Roberts at Woking court 

on Monday. The man William Robert Gummer (29), no fixed address was charged with breaking into 

St John’s Post Office on Sunday and stealing 160 cigarettes, a torch, purse, knife, truncheon, three money 

bags and £24 9s 4and half pence in cash. Charges were to be preferred said Insp Roberts, and Gummer 

was remanded in custody until Thursday when he again remanded for a week. 

 

1960 June 4: Surrey Advertiser: Received 24 stolen cars- Cyril Bristow (52) motor trader of 134 Green 

Dragon Lane, Winchmore Hill London appeared at Woking magistrates court on 24 charges which 

alleged he received stolen cars from Edward Hillyer Easther. Det Insp L Roberts applied for a remand 

and no objection was raised to bail, Bristow was released in his own recognisances of £100 and two 

other sureties of £500 until 13th June. 

 

1960 October 7 Aldershot News: NAAFI cash spent on trips abroad- After robbing the NAFFI by 

whom he was employed as a manager of £360, Samuel David Charman (24) of Pilgrim’s Way, 

Birchwood Caravan site, Ash Vale spent most of it on air trips to France, Italy sand the United States, 
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he admitted at Woking Magistrates Court. Charman pleaded guilty to stealing £100 on September 15th 

and £260 on September 17th. Det Insp L Roberts said Charman was manager of the NAFFI store at the 

Guards, Camp Pirbright. After taking the money he went to London Airport and then by air to France, 

Italy and the United States. After being refused permission to enter the United States he returned to this 

country and on the morning of September 23rc walked into Woking Police Station and gave himself up. 

After hearing the case, Charman was sentenced to three months imprisonment on the charge of stealing 

£100 and six months for stealing £260 to run consecutively. 

 

1961 January 17: Birmingham Daily Post: Boy accused of attack on woman- A woman cycling across 

Horsell Common, Woking on Friday evening was knocked off her bicycle by 15yr old boy, struck in 

several places, had her clothing stripped of and was robbed, Det Insp L Roberts told magistrates at 

Woking yesterday. The boy was charged with robbing Mrs Eileen Steadman aged 39 of Shores farm 

Woking with violence and stealing her wristwatch, handbag, wallet and money to the value of £24.He 

was remanded to the boy’s prison at Wormwood Scrubs until next Monday. Insp Roberts said the boy 

was brought to the police station on Saturday morning by a policeman and later made a statement. Other 

serious charges would be brought against him. The inspector said the boy’s mother had no control over 

him and he thought it would be advisable if he were not sent to a remand home. 

 

1964 Surrey Advertiser 21st March - Ex-Woking CID Chief dies at 57.A former detective inspector in 

charge of Woking CID, Mr Lewis Geoffrey Roberts died suddenly at his home, 55 Mabel Street 

Woking in the early hours of Wednesday, he was 57.  Mr. Roberts had been a detective sergeant at 

Dorking and moved to Woking on promotion to the rank of detective inspector in January 1950. In the 

words of a colleague “He lived for the police. He   was a policeman for 24 hours of the day.”  

He was, however, a keen gardener in the little spare time he allowed himself.   Mr Roberts was born at 

Dummer near Basingstoke and joined the Surrey Constabulary at headquarters in 1929.For a time he 

was the village constable at East Horsley. When he moved to Leatherhead in 1931, he rode one of the 

first eight motorcycles issued to the county force. Two years later he went to Dorking on CID duties and 

was promoted detective sergeant there. After 16years he moved to Woking. During a distinguished 

career Mr. Roberts gained five commendations, four from the Chief Constable and one from Epsom 

magistrates following the arrest of four thieves.  

  

On his retirement in 1962 he was a guest at a dinner given at the Cotteridge Hotel, Woking where a 

presentation was made to him. Since his retirement he had been engaged on security duties at 

Charrington’s Wharf in Guildford Road, Woking. He leaves a widow whom he married in 1947 and a 

nine-year-old daughter (Margaret Clare bn 24.4.1954). The funeral will be at Brookwood Cemetery on 

Monday afternoon.       

 

Margaret Joan Roberts died Jul/Sept quarter 1981 Surrey South Western district                                                                                                                                           
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Reigate Borough Police 
Robert Bartlett - continued 

 

 

 

 

1934 Reigate Borough Police cricket team Chief Constable Beacher 

1934 An increase in crime of 55.62% over 1933 13 

A case of burglary at a house and an arrest made 

Burglary at a school with an arrest made 

Nine houses were broken into in Redhill by a well-known local housebreaker. Special night-time 

observation was undertaken by the CID and uniform officers until the culprit was eventually arrested 

at Sutton and sent to prison. 

There was a housebreaking in Redhill where the criminal was arrested with the stolen property.  

There was a housebreaking at Reigate where £217 of property was stolen the largest sum in a year. 

Enquiries led to Lewes prison where a man arrested at Brighton was interviewed. The man was a 

simpleton who would admit anything! 

A further housebreaking was committed at Redhill by three men and a woman in a motor car. After 

a lengthy enquiry and special observation in London by the CID (the index number of the vehicle had 

been provided by a night foot patrol). Two men were arrested and convicted. The woman was once a 

housemaid at the house. (Note: Vehicles seen at night were recorded by foot patrols on into the late 

1960s and were always consulted by investigating officers following a crime overnight) 

 

1934 Police Pay: Half of the pay cut was restored 14 

 

 

 

 
14 1934 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 



 41 

1934 January 19: Surrey Mirror: Friendly Football - Reigate Police v Dorking Police. The 

Dorking Police football team, which has only been formed a very short time visited Redhill on 

Tuesday and beat the Reigate Borough Police by 3 goals to 2. Warren and Clark (penalty) scored for 

Dorking Police in the first half. The Borough drew level with two goals from Wing and Laycock 

(penalty) but ten minutes from the end Warren scored the winning goal.  

 

1934 March 2: Surrey Mirror: Police Football - The Oxted Division of Surrey Constabulary played 

Reigate Borough Police at Master Park in the semi-final of the Horley Hospital Cup and were 

narrowly defeated by two goals to one. Snow fell practically throughout the game which kept the 

attendance down, but as a large number of tickets were previously sold, the Hospital funds will 

considerably benefit. PC Wing scored the first goal for Reigate and PC Adsett put through his own 

goal when attempting to clear, to put Reigate two up. This was the score at half time. The second half 

was very even and in the last minute Oxted reduced the lead through PC Bowden. 

 

1934 April 6: Surrey Mirror:  Football: Police Hospital Cup- Reigate Police 1, Guildford Police 5. 

Reigate Borough Police were unable to hold Guildford Police in the final of the Horley Hospital 

Police Cup on Wednesday. The outstanding player on the field was PC Dean in goal for Reigate. He 

played a splendid game, making many fine saves and undoubtedly saved the Borough Force from a 

much heavier defeat. Walker, left back, also worked hard in defence while Stoneman played a good 

game at centre half. In the forward line Laycock although wandering from his position at inside-left 

played well. For Guildford Bell (outside right), Roberts (inside right) and PS Hill (centre forward) 

were outstanding in attack, both backs playing well in defence. Guildford were the first to score, Bell 

making a fine solo run down the left wing. Just before the interval Roberts scored a second and soon 

after resumption, he added another and a little later PS Hill the fourth. Roberts then netted again for 

Guildford. Reigate pressed towards the end and a corner kick by PS Beedell went to Laycock who 

lobbed the ball over the goalkeeper into the net. After the match the cup was presented to PS Hill, 

Guildford Captain by Mr W H Beacher, Chief Constable of Reigate, one of the organisers of the 

competition. 

 

1934 May 4: Surrey Mirror: Cricket – Reigate Borough Police lost their first match of the season 

at Chichester when their opponents, the West Sussex Police scored 102 and the visitors were all out 

for 39.  

 

1934 May 18: Surrey Mirror: Cricket – Farm School v Reigate Borough Police. Played at the 

School Ground resulted in a win for the Police. PC Simmonds took seven wickets for 35 and was top 

scorer foe the police with 36. 

 

1934 May 25: Surrey Mirror: Cricket – Oxted Police v Reigate Borough- Played at Blindley Heath 

resulted in a win for Oxted by 37 runs. Scores Oxted 70, Reigate Borough 33. 

 

1934 June 1: Reading Standard: Berkshire Police Sports -Open tug-of -war open competition – 

First Round – Reigate Borough Police beat Broadmoor Asylum Staff 2-0, Second Round Reigate beat 

Swindon 2-1 and in the semi-final R. A.S.C. (the eventual winners) beat Reigate 2-0. 
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1934 June 8: Surrey Mirror: Cricket – Reigate Police v Southern Police Orphanage- At Woodlands 

Redhill was won by the Borough Police by 77runs. Score- Borough Police 127, Southern Police 

Orphanage 50. 

 

 
PC Capelin commendation 

 

1934 June 22: Sussex Agricultural Express: East Sussex Police Sports at Bexhill – Tug -of -war - 

Reigate did not lose a pull in the tug-of -war open to Southern Police Forces. In the final they met 

Eastbourne, one of whose team developed astrain which necessitated his removal by ambulance. 
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1934 June 22: Surrey Mirror: Surrey County Amateur Athletics Association Championships held 

at The Memorial Ground Redhill - The tug-of -war championship changed hands- Reigate Borough 

Police who were fancied to retain their title beat the Sutton Water Company by two straight pulls in 

the first round but were out in the next to Longrove who eventually became champions. (Photo of 

Reigate team in this newspaper) 

 

1934 July 3: Beds and Herts Pictorial: Luton Police Sports- Tug-of -war 104 stone, first round 

Reigate Borough Police beat Wealdstone Police 2-0 and Luton Borough Police beat Dorset 

Constabulary. In the final Luton beat Reigate 2 pulls to nil. 

 

1934 Hampshire Telegraph: Police at Sport- On Tuesday the West Sussex police cricket team went 

to Reigate for their return match against Reigate Borough Police and defeated them by 87 runs to 62. 

For Reigate PS Bedell (1O) and PC Nicholls (12) were the highest scorers. Several of the West Sussex 

men failed to score, seven wickets falling to PC Dean for 31 runs. 

 

1934 July 14: Yorkshire Post: Amateur Athletic Championships at White City London- Tug-of -

war (100 stones) First round Reigate Police received a bye, in semi-final Royal Army Services Corps 

(Feltham) beat Reigate Borough Police two pulls to nil, R.A.S.C. beating Royal Marines (Portsmouth) 

in the final two pulls to nil. 

 

1934 July 27: Surrey Mirror: - Banstead Flower Show – Tug-of -war – This competition is always 

a feature of the show, attracting some excellent teams but unfortunately the R.A.S.C. Feltham who 

won the trophy last year did not defend their title and Reigate Borough Police, last year’s runners up 

also failed to put in an appearance.  

 

1934 August 3: Reading Standard: Broadmoor- After a lapse of many years the asylum staff flower 

show was revived and held on the cricket ground. It included a sports programme and in the semi-

final of the tug-of -war Broadmoor lost to Reigate Borough Police by two pulls to nil and Staines 

Police defeated Wiltshire Constabulary then going on to beat Reigate 2 -1 in the final after some stiff 

pulls. 

 

1934 August 11: Westerham Herald: – Bank Holiday Sports at Oxted- In the open tug-of -war 

Reigate Borough Police who were champions of Surrey last year retained the challenge cup after a 

hard struggle with Willesdon Loco. In the first pull the referee declared “no pull” after three minutes 

as both teams were down. Reigate win the next two pull, the second of which lasted 2minutes 20 

seconds. 

 

1934 August 23: West Sussex Gazette- Chiddingfold Athletic Sports Meeting- Tug-of -war 

R.A.S.C, Feltham, holders of the Amateur Athletic Association Championship beat Reigate Borough 

Police in the final by two pulls, one of which lasted two minutes 27seconds. 

 

1934 August 24 Surrey Mirror: Reigate Borough Police Sports at the Memorial Ground Redhill - 

Now in its fourth year and enjoying the distinction as being one of the best events of its kind in the 
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southern counties. Tug -of-war – Sixteen teams entered the 104 stone tug-of-war contest open to 

Police Forces in the United Kingdom and this event provided great interest. Most of the pulls were 

strenuous and in a number of cases gruelling duels lasted several minutes. Reigate’s team which is 

coached by the Chief Constable and which lately has earned several successes had the misfortune to 

be drawn in the first round against a team with no less a reputation than that of Luton. A plucky fight 

was non-availing and the home team went down in two straight pulls. Luton went on to win the 

Challenge Cup that had been presented by Sir Malcolm Campbell. 

 

Among local events popularly hailed was the one-mile inter-divisional cycle race in which PC’S 

Brownlow and Wing were riding to a splendid finish when the latter had the misfortune to come off 

his machine. It appears that the cycles just touched whilst nearing the last bend. Fortunately, PC Wing 

was unhurt, although his fall was a heavy one, but for this fall there is little doubt that he would have 

won. 

 

 
Reigate Borough Police first aid competition Note chevrons on officers in the front row. PC13 

PC23 PS5 PC21 PC32 

 

1934 August 24: Surrey Mirror: Cricket- Reigate Borough Police v Guildford Borough Police – 

Played at St David’s Reigate resulted in a win for Reigate by 8 wickets. 
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1934 September 4: Mid Sussex Times: Hurstpierpoint Carnival- The tug-of -war competition was 

played under A.A.A. rules for a challenge cup given by Sir William Campion and nine replicas with 

nine medals attracted great interest. Reigate Borough Police eventually being the victors for the third 

year in succession. Although entitled to hold the trophy for “keeps” they are sportingly giving it back 

for perpetual competition. In the first round Reigate Borough Police beat West Sussex Constabulary 

by two pulls to nil and in the final beat Carfax Ramblers by two pulls to nil. 

 

1934 September 14: Surrey Mirror: Borough Police win handsome trophy – Dorking Division 

beaten in cricket final- By defeating Dorking Division of the Surrey Constabulary in the final of a 

cricket competition open to teams who enter for the Horley Hospital Football Cup. The Reigate 

Borough Police Team won the handsome “Wattee” Cup valued at £100. The match was played at 

Stoughton Barracks when the Borough Police team thanks to a deadly spell of bowling by PC Dean, 

who took eight wickets for four runs sent their opponents back for a small score of 19 runs. The 

Reigate team collected a total of 123 runs. Pc White for Dorking bowled well and took seven wickets 

for 17runs. At the trophy presentation Mr W H Beacher, Chief Constable of Reigate Borough 

expressed his pleasure that the Reigate Force should have become the first holders of the Cup. 

 

1934 September 27: West Sussex Gazette: -Reigate and Redhill- Reigate Police have won 24 

trophies during the three years Mr W H Beacher who came to Reigate from Horsham, has been Chief 

Constable. 

 

1935 despite the recession, the chief constable made what even now is regarded as an almost 

unbelievable decision for a small borough police force by forming a Special Constabulary Air Unit. 

With pilots based at Redhill Aerodrome and up to twelve planes available, regular police officers 

acted as observers for the unit. It was used for large-scale searches and remained in being until the 

demise of the force. 15 

 

 

 
15 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 



 46 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Sky Peeler: Sir Malcolm Campbell in Special Constabulary uniform 
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Police officers receiving instruction to take part in Reigate Borough Police Flying Corps 

Type of aircraft used by Reigate Borough Police 

AAAA DH60G Moth de Havilland 805 No 1934 General Demo Heston also AA use  

AAJZ DH60G Moth de Havilland 1134 Yes 1935 Surrey Reigate Borough/Redhill FC  

AAYY DH60G Moth de Havilland 1251 Yes 1935 Surrey Reigate Borough/Redhill FC  

ABFR Segrave Meteor Blackburn 3169/2 Yes 1935 Surrey Reigate Borough/Redhill FC  

ABSO DH80A Puss M de Havilland 2217 Yes 1935 Surrey Reigate Borough/Redhill FC  

DH60G Moth de Havilland 1908 No 1935 Surrey Reigate Borough/Redhill FC16 

 

1935 April 26: Surrey Mirror: Borough Police at Squad Drill- Innovation at Reigate – The first of 

an annual series of squad drill competitions in connection with Reigate Borough Police Force was 

seen on the drill ground at Reigate County School for Girls. A handsome trophy presented by Mr V 

C Felix of Laker’s Hotel Redhill was awarded to the winning squad which was instructed by PC 

Williams and marshalled by PS Atkins. The winning squad received 18 marks out of a possible 20 

and the runners up 16. Both squads impressed greatly with their smart movements and the two 

instructors, both ex non-commissioned officers of the Coldstream Guards were highly commended 

on the manner in which they directed the various evolutions both at drill and physical training. In his 

speech afterwards the Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher stated it was absolutely essential that 

policemen should be 100 per cent active and without physical training instruction that could not be 

assured.   

 

1935 May 18: Westerham Herald: Cricket- Oxted Police win by one run. There was an exciting 

finish to the match between Oxted Police and Reigate Borough Police at Blindley Heath on Tuesday 

afternoon. When the last Reigate batsman went in to bat his side needed two runs to win. A scoring 

stroke was made, off which the batsmen attempted to run two with the result one of them was run out 

 
16http://www.policeaviationnews.com/acrobat/index/ukpolicefleet.1921.2003.pd 
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leaving Oxted the winners by one run which received tremendous applause from supporters, the Chief 

Constable being their coach. As runners up the team received cigarette boxes.  

 

1935 1 June: Surrey County AAA Championships held at the Alexandra Recreation Ground, 

Tolworth. Programme of events include 880 yards senior championship heats; 100 yards senior 

championship heats; putting the 16lb weight; 100 yards junior championship heats; 880 yards junior 

championship heats; high jump championship; 880 yards senior championship final; throwing the 

discus championship; 100 yards senior championship final; 100 yards junior championship final; tug 

of war championship - 100 stones preliminary round; Surrey County Women's AAA relay 

championship; 880 yards junior championship final; 220 yards championship heats; schoolboys' relay 

race heats; tug of war first round; 220 yards championship 2nd round; one mile championship; long 

jump championship; 220 yards championship final; two miles walk championship; schoolboys' relay 

race grade two final; throwing the javelin championship; 440 yards senior championship heats; 440 

yards junior championship; three miles championship; tug of war final; 440 yards senior 

championship final. Includes some manuscript annotations recording of times and results. 

Includes advertisements for forthcoming meetings: the Southern Championships to be held at the 

Royal Naval Sports Ground, Pitt Street, Portsmouth, 22 June 1935; the forty-fifth annual athletic 

sports organised by the City of London Police Athletic Club and held at the White City Stadium, 29 

June 1935; the fifth annual sports meeting organised by the Reigate Borough Police and held at 

the Memorial Sports Ground, Redhill, 21 August 1935; the third annual sports meeting organised by 

Surrey Constabulary Sports Club and held at the Football and Sports Ground, Woking, 13 July 

1935; the AAA Championships Great Britain versus France held at the White City Stadium, 12-13 

July 1935; and the Jubilee Sports Meeting organised by 'Streets of Adventure' Croydon and District 

Traders' Association held at Wandle Park, Croydon, 19 June 1935. 
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1935 June 7: Surrey Mirror: Tug-of -war champions of Surrey – Reigate Borough Police win 

without conceding a pull. Reigate Borough Police tug-of -war team achieved a very fine success in 

their second appearance of this season when they deposed of Long Grove, last season’s holders, at 

the Surrey Championship meeting. It was a distinctly fine performance in that the police did not 

concede a single pull throughout the competition. In the first round they disposed of Putney Police in 

two straight pulls and in the second Sutton Water Company were similarly defeated. Long Grove 

were expected to break this sequence even if they did not win but again Reigate saved the necessity 

for a deciding pull despite some strenuous work by Long Grove. On Thursday of last week at the 

Berkshire County Police Sports, held at Abingdon -on-Thames, in the open 104 stone tug-of-war 

competition Reigate Borough were the finalists with the R.A.S.C. (Feltham). The Reigate Police lost 

two strenuous pulls, putting up a good show.  

 

1935 June 14: Surrey Mirror: Police at tug-of -war-The Reigate Borough Police Tug-of war team 

were successful on Thursday of last week in winning the final of the Oxford Police tug-of -war 

competition beating Luton and thus wrestling from that team a cup they had held for nine years. At 

the Southern Railway Sports at Woking on Monday, the Borough Police were runners up and the 

members of the team received mementoes in the form of dressing sets. Thirteen teams had entered 

the competition and Reigate in turn beat the Gas, Light and Coke Company, the Military Police and 

the Norfolk Regiment each by two straight pulls. In the final the Royal Army Service Corps won by 

two straight pulls. 

 

1935 June 21: Surrey Mirror: Police at tug-of -war-Reigate Borough Police entered the tug-of -

war competition at the Metropolitan Sports at Hendon on Saturday and were runners up, being beaten 

by Chelsea in the final. Members of the team were each presented with a tobacco companion. 

 

1935 July 5: Surrey Mirror: Tug-of -War- Reigate Borough Police team visited Dorchester last 

week and were defeated in the final of the 104 stone competition in connection with the Dorset 

Constabulary Sports. Here they met several redoubtable opponents and the win by Dorset of two to 

one followed a very strenuous pull. The first of the pulls lasted nearly four minutes. Dorset, it will be 

remembered won Sir Malcolm Campbell’s Cup at Redhill last year beating Luton. The Reigate Police 

team did not meet with success at the Luton Police Sports on Saturday being eliminated by Dorset in 

one competition and by Luton in the other. 

 

1935 July 12: Surrey Mirror: Cricket: Police after “Wattie” Cup - Reigate Police 203, Woking 

Police 69. At Woking on Tuesday Reigate Borough Police passed into the final of the “Wattie” cup, 

PC’S Dean and Wing for the Borough police scored 78 and 40 respectively.  

  

1935 July 19: Surrey Mirror: Police at Tug-of -War- Reigate Borough Police tug -of-war team 

competed in the A.A.A. championships at White City on Friday and were beaten in the semi-final by 

the Royal Army Services Corps team, who went on to win the championship again. 

 

1935 July 23: Mid Sussex Times: British Legion Fete Cuckfield- The open tug-of -war contest has 

always proved an attraction and six teams entered the competition including Reigate Borough Police, 
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holders of the cup and amateur champions of Surrey. In the first round Reigate Police beat Eastbourne 

Police and in the semi- final Reigate Police beat West Sussex Police but lost in the final to R.A.S.C. 

by two pulls to nil. 

 

 
PC 38 Bowles Reigate Borough17 

 

1935 July 27: Bexhill-on -Sea Observer: East Sussex Sports at Bexhill- The final of the tug-of -

war open to Southern and Metropolitan Forces provided a battle of giants between Reigate and the 

Southend Village Police. For a start they tugged and strained without either team conceding an inch. 

Then the superior stamina of the Reigate men made itself felt and they went on to win the cup for 

another year.  

 

1935 August 2: Reading Standard: Broadmoor Staff Flower and Sports Show- An outstanding 

feature of the sports was the tug-of -war, in which ten teams competed, Broadmoor, who had a good 

team had every hope this year of winning the seventeen -guinea cup, presented by Dr Foulerton, the 

medical superintendent, they having competed the week before at Littlewick British Legion Sports 

where they won the silver challenge cup. The final however was between Staines Police, the holders 

and Reigate Borough Police. Staines wining by two pulls to nil and thus holding the cup for a second 

year. 

 
17 Sent to the author by Mr Bowles ’family  
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1935 August 2: Surrey Mirror: Cricket in Brief – At the Woodlands last week Reigate Borough 

Police 124-8 declared (PC Dean 72), Guildford Borough Police 71 (PC Ferguson 40 and Sgt Atkins 

3 for 0). 

 

1935 August 10: Westerham Herald: Oxted Bank Holiday Sports- Great interest was taken in the 

open tug-of-war  in which the competing teams were the Royal Army Services Corps, Feltham who 

are the 100 stone British champions and 130 stone Service champions, Willesdon who are the L.M.S. 

Railway champions, Reigate Borough Police , Surrey County champions, Southend Village Police 

who have been runners up in every contest entered this and last season and London Brick Company 

and Forders Ltd who travelled 70 miles to compete. The R.A.S.C. and Reigate Borough Police 

reached the final after some strenuous pull, the former eventually winning the challenge cup by two 

straight pulls. 

 

1935 August 23: Surrey Mirror: Reigate Borough Police Sports - A brilliant spectacle at Redhill 

Memorial Sports Ground.  As in previous years the tug-of -war competitions were amongst the most 

interesting and great cheers went up when the Reigate Police team took to the field to participate in a 

gruelling pull. The Reigate team losing to Staines by two pulls to one in the first round.  

 

1935 August 23: Edward Morris Smith aged forty-one with no occupation, of 32, Fengates Road, 

Redhill appeared at Reigate Borough Police Court yesterday on remand on a charge of shooting with 

intent to murder Leslie Knight of Madeira Walk, Reigate and John Barnett of Charman Road, 

Redhill. He was remanded for another week. 18 

 

1935 September 5 West Sussex Gazette: Hurstpierpoint Carnival- In the tug-of -war competition 

R.A.S.C., Feltham beat Reigate Borough Police (the holders) by two pulls to nil in the final. 

1935 September 20: Surrey Mirror: Cricket: Reigate Police lose Cup Reigate Police 38, Guildford 

police 94-2 

 

At Stoughton Barracks, Guildford last week in the final of the “Wattie” Cup competition, Reigate 

Borough caught a cold. PC’S Roberts and Pilkington for Guildford being very deadly with the ball. 

 

1935 Annual report19 

Year Offences Detected Percentage 

1921 56 34 60 

1922 56 35 66 

1923 80 42 52 

1924 85 46 55 

1925 80 38 48 

1926 114 50 44 

1927 121 44 36 

 
18 The Scotsman August 23 1935 
19 1934 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
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Year Offences Detected Percentage 

1928 165 39 23 

1929 132 53 40 

1930 131 52 36 

1931 98 58 59 

1932 103 62 60 

1933 151 96 63 

1934 235 50 63 

1935   68 

 

1935 Smash and Grab in Redhill at 2.30am and following good work by the Metropolitan Police 

Flying Squad two men were arrested with a stolen car. 20 

 

1935: Housebreaking Merstham: A man was arrested in Hove using the same MO however he was 

not prosecuted. 21 

 

1935: Housebreaking Gatton: Two men on a motorcycle stole £377 11s 6d but were later arrested 

by patrolling officer in the Metropolitan Police District. 22 

 

1935: Other crimes included larceny by servant, larceny from lodgings, and three larcenies from cars. 
23 

 

1935: In the year there were two cases of attempted murder committed by a local person who was 

in receipt of an Army disability pension for injuries from the Great War. He was detained during her 

Majesty’s Pleasure. He shot two men both of whom were incapacitated for life; one lost the sight of 

both eyes and the other the use of his left arm. 24 

 

1935: Housebreaking Redhill was the work of a well-known “cat burglar” who was disturbed 

making his exit from the house down a drainpipe. At the front gate he met a plain clothes officer and 

informed him that he was wanted inside. He then stole a bicycle which he later abandoned and 

boarded a bus. The plain clothes officer was quickly in pursuit and arrested the man in the Borough. 

Thirteen cases were taken into consideration i.e., he admitted a number of other offences. 25     

 

1935: Highway robbery with violence: Merstham 8.30am a young lady was attacked and her handbag 

stolen. A local man was arrested by a uniform constable and was sentenced to 12 months and 15 

strokes of the birch. 26 

 
20 1935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
21 1935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
22 1935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
23 1935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
24 1935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
25 1935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
26 1935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
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1935: Manslaughter: Surrey Assizes. The accused was involved in a road accident and left the injured 

motorcyclist in the road and drove off. 27 

 

1935: Larcenies from unattended motor-vehicles caused a great deal of consternation. Eventually two 

men were arrested and had four charges preferred after property was recovered from their home. 28 

 

1936 May 1: Surrey Mirror: Borough Police Drill Competition- Reigate. Two squads competed 

for the “Felix” Cup and the Chief Constable’s Cup held in the grounds of the County School for Girls 

at Reigate. The two squads first paraded together, and the gathering witnessed the usual police drill 

with the marching and the production of truncheon, handcuffs and whistle. In addition to the drill the 

squads performed a number of physical exercises devised with the object of keeping the Force smart, 

fit and efficient. The exercises and drills were extremely well carried out and the mayor found it 

difficult to judge between the two squads but he eventually awarded the “Felix” cup to PC Stoneman’s 

group and the runners up trophy, the Chief Constable’s Cup to PC Williams group. When announcing 

his result the mayor congratulated everyone and stated that on several occasions recently when he 

had been in the City he had mentioned that he was at Reigate and had received the reply “That’s 

where the Police Force is so smart.” 

 

1936 May 15: Surrey Mirror: Cricket - Constables good catch- Reigate Borough Police 117, 

G.P.O. Sports 71. R E Doe for the Postmen took 4 for 7 but PC Gaze for the police excelled with the 

bat and ball, also in the field, taking a very fine catch low down at mid-on. PC Nichols also bowled 

well taking 4 for 19. 

 

1936 May 22: Surrey Mirror: Police - Reigate, Guildford and Windsor Borough Police are 

competing this year in a three- sided cricket contest for a handsome trophy presented by the residents 

of Windsor. Reigate Police tug-of -war team expect to commence their summer activities in earnest 

on Whit- Monday.                  

 

1936 June 12: Surrey Mirror: Cricket - Reigate Police 88- Dorking Division Surrey Constabulary 

46. The bowlers were the men who mattered in this game. PC Gaze for Reigate took 6 for 17 and PC 

Hood for Dorking 5 for 27. 

 

1936 June 12: South Wales Gazette: At the Oxford City Police Sports tug-of -war 104 stone contest 

open to all police teams Reigate were beaten in the first round by Luton 2 pulls to nil. 

 

1936 June 19: Surrey Mirror: Police Golfer’s Misfortune- PC K Atkinson* of Reigate Borough 

Police was dogged with bad luck in his police golfing exploits at Port Rush, Ireland last week. In the 

Police Golfing Championship, for which he was a favourite, he gained 5th place out of nearly 200 

entrants- a fine achievement. When he was leading at the thirteenth green of a difficult course- no 

rain had fallen there for thirteen weeks- the ball lodged in a rocky portion of the green and was not 

dislodged until PC Atkinson had conceded ten strokes, which lost him the championship. Shortly 

 
27 1935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
28 1935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
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afterwards PC Atkinson was chosen to play for the English Police Team against a combined Scottish 

and Irish Team, which the latter won by one stroke. In this match he had the misfortune to drive his 

ball into a rabbits’ scrape when requiring a four for the last hole, having rounded the turn in 36. When 

the event was broadcast from Northern Ireland PC Atkinson was praised for his achievements.                                   

*PC Kenneth Glover Atkinson was from Borth in Wales, his father was the secretary of the Borth 

and Ynyslas Golf Club from 1929 and he was an outstanding figure in golfing circles in that part of 

Wales. PC Atkinson gained his knowledge of the game at the Borth Club, under his father’s expert 

guidance. He came to Redhill from there in 1935 to join the Reigate Borough Police and he went on 

to represent them in several open police championships. 

 

1936 June 27: Herts and Essex Observer: Herts Police Sports - Tug-of-war, open, challenge cup 

presented by Mr Andrew Motion of Braintree – Heat 2 Reigate Borough Police beat West Ham Police 

– Final Reigate beat Hertford by two pulls. 

 

1936 July 3: Surrey Mirror: Tug-of -war successes- Reigate Borough Police tug-of-war team have 

had a successful week. On Wednesday (June 24th) at Dorset they were only defeated in the final of 

the 104 stone section while they reached the semi-final of the catchweights. The following day they 

went to Herford and won the Hertfordshire County Cup. This is the second year that the Borough 

have gained this trophy. On Saturday they journeyed to Luton but were unfortunately beaten in the 

semi-final by a strong team from Dorset. The Reigate team including a reserve is as follows- PC’s 

Barber, Brownlow, Gaze, Hampshire, Johnson, Ridpath, Richardson Stoneman and Walker with the 

Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher as coach. 

 

1936 July 17: Surrey Mirror: Police at tug-of -war – Reigate Borough Police beat Luton Police in 

tug-of -war at the West Sussex Police Sport by two pulls to one in a very strenuous competition. It is 

interesting to note that the handsome trophy awarded to Reigate was once before in the possession of 

the Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher, being won by his old Horsham team when he was an officer 

of the West Sussex Force. 

 

1936 July 17: Surrey Mirror: Cricket - “Broke his duck 49 times.” Windsor Police 49, Reigate 

Police 117-5. Sgt Atkins for the local police succeeded in breaking his duck in this match. He broke 

it with vengeance and scored a useful 49, as many as the whole opposition scored. The match was 

one of a series for the “Deacon” cup triangle competition between Guildford, Reigate and Windsor. 

 

1936 August 7: Surrey Mirror: Bank Holiday Sports – International Meeting at Oxted -   A.A.A. 

Champions win tug-of -war – The presence of several competitors well known in national meetings 

added considerably to the excitement that prevailed while some of the events were being decided. 

One if the best of these was the open tug-of-war (catchweight) for Mr Edwin Strong’s Cup. This was 

won by the Royal Army Service Corps (Feltham) who are the A.A.A. 100 stone champions. In the 

semi- final the R.A.S.C. defeated Reigate Borough Police, who had beaten London Transport (C.O.) 

Sports Association in the first round, in pulls lasting 1 minute 27 seconds and 1 minute 45 seconds.  
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1936 August 7: Surrey Mirror: South Park Fete and Sports Meeting – Tug -of -war – Three teams 

entered for the tug-of -war contest for a Challenge Cup presented by Mr P C Mordan, Reigate 

Borough Police, Longrove Mental Hospital and Willesden Loco. Willesden Loco beat Longrove by 

two strenuous pulls to one, following which they were defeated by Reigate Borough Police in the 

third of three gruelling pulls. The contest being watched with considerable interest. 

 

1936 August 13: West Sussex Gazette: Guildford – Guildford Borough Police have reached the 

final of the “Wattie” Cricket Cup Competition for Surrey Police Force. Last week they defeated 

Reigate Borough Police by four wickets. 

 

1936 August 14: Surrey Mirror: Advert for Reigate Borough Police Sports 

 
 

1936 August 21: Surrey Mirror: Reigate Borough Police Sports- Reigate Borough’s sixth athletic 

meeting was full of promise but fated to be spoiled by rain, a heavy shower shortly after four bringing 

in its train a steady persistent drizzle which remained until the end. Although the crowd grumbled 

everybody made the best of it. The programme was one of the most attractive yet presented and but 

for the rain the athletic prowess would also have been the best. 

 

The tug-of -war – Thirteen teams participated in the police(open) 104 stone tug-of -war competition 

for the handsome challenge cup presented by Sir Malcolm Campbell. In the first round Reigate 

Borough beat West Sussex, the contest being of a strenuous nature and Reigate were fortunate in 

gaining ground rapidly. Staines, however making short work of their stamina in the second round. 

The borough team coached by Mr Beacher consisted of PC’s Brownlow, Walker, Laycock 

Hampshire, Gaze, Ridpath, Johnson and Richardson. The final being won by Ulster. 

 

An interesting addition to the programme this year was the catch weight tug-of-war contest between 

Reigate and Redhill divisions of the Borough Police coached respectively by PS Kimber and PS 
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Foster. Redhill won by two pulls to one, but not without stern opposition. The contest was for the 

new 17 guineas challenge cup generously presented by Mr E L Page of Castlelea, Reigate. The contest 

was rendered all the more thrilling by reason of the fact that members of the regular Reigate Borough 

Police tug-of-war team were expressly excluded from taking part.                                                

 

The Chief Constable himself ran in the 100 yards handicap race for Borough Police officers of over 

15 years’ service. Starting at scratch PS Beedell made short work of covering the 8 yards start given 

to his Chief but did not pass him until near the tape.  Photo from Daily Mirror 20th August.  

 

Part of the proceeds from the meeting will be for a newly instituted fund for the widows and orphans 

of their own force. 
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1936 September 4: Sussex Agricultural Express: Tug-of-War: Hurstpierpoint Carnival- The 

Royal Army Service Corps (Feltham), A.A.A. champions of all England who were last year’s winners 

of the “Champion” challenge cup took the trophy home with them once again beating Reigate 

Borough Police in the final by two straight pulls. Each member of the winning team received a replica 

of the trophy and members of the other finalist team each received a medal. 

 

1936 September 11: Surrey Mirror: Reigate Carnival Week- The Reigate   Borough Police 

challenge cup for the Carnival Tug-of-War changed hands at the Sports Ground Redhill on Friday 

night, Cranleigh British Legion who defeated Long Grove Sports Club, the holders in the semi-final 

winning it after a strenuous final against Broadmoor Staff A.C., nine civilian teams having entered 

the competition. 

 

1936 September 25: Surrey Mirror: Police win cup- Reigate Borough Police are to be congratulated 

on winning the “Deacon” Cup, a triangular sports contest between the police of Guildford, Windsor 

and Reigate. Cricket, shooting and swimming are the three sporting activities in which the officers 

compete. The cricket match was played early in the season and the concluding stages of the swimming 

and shooting were held at Guildford on Tuesday. The final result was Reigate 17 points, Guildford 6 

points and Windsor 3points. 

 

1936 October 7: Western Daily Press: –Lucky Cat’s 13 Kittens- Sebastian, the cat, has been a firm 

favourite since he was adopted by the Redhill Police in Surrey some time ago. He gave up a 

comfortable home to become the mascot of the force and he was therefore called St Sebastian. He 

always brought luck to the force which is attached to the Reigate Borough Police who are famed for 

their athletic powers. It was recently noticed that he spent more and more time in seclusion in his 

favourite cell, presumably in saintly meditation but news has just come to hand that Sebastian is now 

the proud mother of 13 kittens. 

 

1936: A prisoner caused a great many problems committing crimes. When he was arrested, he was 

dressed as a woman. He was described at his trial as a sexual pervert, a fetishist for whom the 

excitement of women’s clothing had some relation to his perverted instincts. 29 

 
29 1935 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
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1936 December 28: Robbery with violence: A domestic servant was attacked in Raglan Road, 

Reigate suffering blows to the face and losing 10 shillings. No arrest made. 30 

 

1936: In his annual report Chief Constable Beacher expressed his gratitude for the assistance of the 

chief constable of Surrey at all times. 31 

 

1937 April 16: Surrey Mirror: Borough Policemen compete for cup. The drill and physical 

training competition in which Reigate Borough Police engage every year for the “Felix” and 

“Beacher” Cups was held in the grounds of Reigate County School. The competition was between 

two teams captained respectively by PC Williams and PC Stoneman. Both squads evoked admiration 

from the onlookers by their smartness in uniform drill and formation. A topical note was the 

introduced by the donning of gas masks, which was done at admirable speed. PC Stoneman’s team 

were judged at being slightly the better team. 

 

1937 May 14: Surrey Mirror: Cricket in Brief – Philanthropic School 88 (W Dawes 55 not out) 

Reigate Borough Police 100 (PC Dean 52, PC Gaze 24) at the Farm School last week.                                    

West Sussex Police 84 (PC Lynch 32, PC Gaze 7-38), Reigate Borough Police 119 (PC Capelin 32, 

PC Laycock 22) at Chichester last week. 

 

1937 May 21: Surrey Mirror Cricket: Borough Police in cup form – Dorking Police 50- Reigate 

Police 152 -6. In the first round of the “Wattie” Cup competition at Reigate on Tuesday, the Borough 

Police won comfortably thanks chiefly to PC Gaze who took 6 for 20 and PC Wilmott who carried 

his bat for 43.  

 

1937 June 11: Surrey: Cricket - Guildford Police 121-3 declared, Reigate Police 60-7. At Dennis 

Sports Ground Guildford the match resulted in a draw for the Deacon Cup Competition, Reigate were 

fortunate to force a draw.  

 

1937 June 18: Surrey Mirror Gazette: Tug-of-War – Royal Ulster Constabulary Sports Belfast- 

The Reigate Borough Police tug-of -war team last weekend had a pleasant and interesting experience 

when they visited Belfast at the invitation of the Royal Ulster Constabulary who, it may be recalled 

are Police Champions and holders of the Reigate Borough Police Trophy presented by Sir Malcolm 

Campbell. The Reigate team took part in tug- of -war competitions at two weights 104 and 100 stones. 

In the former they were beaten by the Royal Ulster Constabulary who ultimately won the competition. 

In the 100 stone Reigate met their Ulster rivals in the final and lost by two pulls to nil, thus taking the 

second prize which took the form of a silver wristlet watch for each competitor. 

 

1937 July 2: Western Gazette: Dorset Police Sports- Tug-of-War 13stone contest Reigate were 

beaten in round 1 by Dorchester and in the tug-of -war catch weight open competition for the Dorset 

Challenge cup Reigate were beaten in the final by Monmouth. 

 
30 1936 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/3 
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1937 July 9: Surrey Mirror: Cricket – Windsor Police 52 – Reigate Police 214. In a very enjoyable 

game in the Home Park Windsor PC’S Dean and Laycock opened their shoulders for Reigate and 

Dean was also deadly with the ball taking 6 wickets for 24runs, the match being in the Deacon Cup 

Competition. 

 

A notable all-round performance of 44 and 7 for 13 by P C Dean led to Reigate Police’s success in 

the Wattie Cup semi -final against Oxted.  Score Oxted Police 32, Reigate 170. 

 

1937 July 16: Surrey Mirror: Cricket - Guildford Police 62 Reigate Police 70. At the Woodlands, 

Redhill this game, a Deacon Cup competition match was enjoyable and closely contested. Gaze and 

Nicholls for Reigate shared the wickets and PC Cooper took 6 Reigate wickets for 14.P C Erwin for 

Reigate saved his side with a timely 16 when runs were badly needed. 

 

1937 August 6: Surrey Mirror: Oxted Sports Bank Holiday Meeting- Reigate Police win tug-of -

war. Reigate Police did not have the luck of the draw in the tug-of -war but they easily proved their 

superiority over the three teams they had to meet. They had a big fight against R.A.S.C. who came 

from Feltham with a big reputation but having the benefit of a slight slope, won by two pulls to one. 

They beat Sutton Water Co in the semi-final in two straight pulls, one lasting 69 seconds and then 

met “L” Div, Metropolitan Police, winning after one round had been declared a “no pull”. Reigate 

team members were – PC’S Hampshire, Wilmott, Laycock, Johnson, Barber, Ridpath, Gaze and 

Richardson with PC Brownlow as reserve, Mr W H Beacher, Chief Constable was coach.  

 

1937 August 27 Surrey Mirror: Cricket: “Wattee” Cup - Guildford Police 96, Reigate police 107. 

In the “Wattee” Cup final at Merrow on Friday Reigate pulled off a fine victory. PC Simmonds for 

Reigate took 5 for 16 and PC Pilkington for Guildford took 7 for 31. PC’s Wilmott and Nicholls for 

Reigate made a good fourth wicket stand, which gave Reigate the chance of victory and PC’s 

Simmonds and Erwin were seen in a last wicket stand. 

 

1937 August 27: Surrey Mirror: The Borough Police Sports held on August 25th  at the Memorial 

Sports Ground Redhill - Seventh annual event eclipses all its predecessors- Tug-of -war excitement- 

The enthusiasm of the Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher for the tug-of -war has made this 

competition one of the most keenly anticipated features of the sports and the 104 stone competition, 

open to all Police forces in the United Kingdom provoked the usual excitement which reached its 

peak when the Reigate Borough Police for the first time “lifted” Sir Malcolm Campbell’s challenge 

cup beating Southend Village in two but very strenuous pulls in the final. The other tug-of -war was 

the catchweight interdivisional affair between Redhill and Reigate for Mr E L Page’s cup, rivalry ran 

high between partisan supporters when each division had won a pull, but the decider went to Redhill.                                                                                                                                                               

The attendance was estimated at approximately 8,000, a record figure which resulted in a substantial 

benefit to the Reigate Borough Police’s recently formed Widows’ and Orphans’ fund. 

 

1937 August 27: Surrey Mirror: Reigate Borough Police – Success at cricket this season. Under 

the able and genial captaincy of PC Dean and the valuable assistance in a secretarial capacity of PS 

Beedell the team has “from strength to strength gone on” taking in its stride the coveted “Deacon” 
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and “Wattee” trophies. The “Deacon” cup is awarded to the most successful force out of Reigate, 

Windsor and Guildford Boroughs in a games contest which embraces shooting and swimming as well 

as cricket. The fortune of the contest, however hinged largely on the cricket team’s performance and 

the team was not found wanting. In the final of the “Wattee” trophy competition they defeated 

Guildford Police in an exciting match. Well done Reigate!  Only one match have they lost this season 

and that was against a strong side from the West Sussex Constabulary. Mr W H Beacher, the Chief 

Constable, commenting that it had been a very satisfactory season which reflects credit on all. 

 

1937 August 31: Mid Sussex Times: Hurstpierpoint Carnival-Tug-of-war tournament -In a first-

round tie Reigate Borough Police beat Brighton Borough Police by two straight pulls and in the 

second round Reigate beat Tamplin’s Brewery by two pulls to nil. The Royal Army Corps (Feltham) 

beat Reigate in the final, but Reigate put up a magnificent fight and in the first pull were at one time 

within a few inches of victory.  

 

1937 September 10:  Surrey Mirror: Cricket: The Police lift another cup as “Specials” fail to 

follow up a good start.  The cup presented by Mr G A Hodgkins of Wray Park Garages Reigate for 

the annual competition between Reigate Borough Police and the Special Constabulary, which was 

won last year by the Specials passed into the hands of the Regulars- also holders of the “Wattie” Cup 

at St David’s Ground last week. Batting first the Specials were given a useful start by H Dean (29) 

and H G Daniels (43) who made 72 before being separated. The remaining batsmen however could 

do nothing with the bowling of PC Gaze (5 for 26) and PC Dean 95 for 29). The whole side being out 

for 99. The Specials struck a good opening blow when they ran out PC Dean, usually a “star” 

performer before he could score., but all the remaining batsmen scored, eight of them reaching double 

figures contributing to a total of 204.  

 

1937 November: John Haigh – Acid Bath Murders Haigh grew up in Yorkshire where he accrued 

several convictions for fraud although he was at time also a legitimate businessman. Haigh was to 

move to Guilford in 1937 posing as a solicitor with a reputable law firm overseeing the sale of 

discounted shares in a public company. He opened an office in Guildford, but his activities were 

exposed, and he was sentenced to four years in prison “seven cases of obtaining banker’s cheques by 

false pretences with twenty-two other similar offences taken into consideration.” He was released 

into war-torn London where he received a further prison sentence for burglary during which he was 

to learn about acid and dissolving rodents. His fraudulent lifestyle developed to the point when he 

murders several victims finally filling a bath full of acid at a factory in Horsham to dispose of the 

bodies. In 1949 one of his victim’s coats was dropped off for dry cleaning at Cottage Cleaners in 

Reigate High Street where Mabel Marriott the shop assistant was able to complete the evidence chain 

from a receipt held by Haigh to the cleaners where his victim’s coat was recovered. 32 

Haigh was executed on 9 August 1949 

 
32 Dark City - Crime in Wartime London 2010 Simon Read Ian Allen page 166 et seq 
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1937 Reigate Borough Carnival – note chevron on sleeve 

 
The man at the centre of this group is chief of the borough Special Constable, Captain C J 

Sutton. Picture probably dates from 1937 33 

 
33 Picture courtesy Dave Vigar 
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Captain Sutton Special Constabulary Medals 
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Above is a dinner card March 1937 for the annual Special Constabulary dinner at the Warwick Hotel, 

Redhill. In attendance was the Mayor of Reigate, Lt. Col. Dudley Lewis. Representing the Borough 

Special Police were Captain H.J. Sutton and Inspector M.R. Stacey. Present for the Regular Police 

were Inspector R.E. Neale and Chief Constable W. Beacher. Also present were Inspector R.E. Heeton, 

Inspector J.F.E. Goad and the Chief Constable of Surrey Major Nicholson. 34 

 

1937: There were 337 indictable offences for the year an increase of 106, 45.88% on the 231 for 

1936. This was a record year for crime. On shoplifter was arrested for numerous crimes. 35 

 

1937: The CID had the same staff as in 1921 when crime numbered 56 cases. The number of 

detectives has been increased have by one to complete the MO36 system and for the preparation of 

files. 37 

 

1937: The strength of the force was 50 with an average height of 6 feet, covering a population of 

34,547 

 
34 Card courtesy Dave Vigar a retired police officer 
35 1937Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/4 
36  Modus Operandi – probably required a card index entry to be completed for future comparison 
37 1937Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/4 
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PC 21 Godsmark Reigate Borough Police 

 
Reigate Borough Police including PC Godsmark 

 


	Gerry Middleton-Stewart MBE died on Saturday 14th January 2023, following a short illness. Gerry was a long serving member of Police Staff who spent many years in charge of Registry at Mount Browne where she developed a deep interest in police history...
	Police Section House 1939 Weybridge, PCs. Baysfield and Mrs Alice in house attached to police station, Selwood Eric (later RAF pilot), Sampson Phillip, Smith Douglas, Bathe John (KIA RAF), Oliver Frederick, Butcher Alfred, Scott Donald, Furlonger Geor...
	1950 living Esher
	Wounded during First World War and entitled to wear wound stripe
	This man was entitled to wear a "Wound Stripe" as authorised under Army Order 204 of 6th July 1916. The terms of this award being met by their naming in this list.
	Sergeant 4338 British Army, London Regiment
	Served France 17 August 1915
	14th London Regiment Private 4338, sergeant 5111020
	Police Service
	Curry joined the Surrey Constabulary as PC295 6 July 1914. He was aged 23 in February 1914. Born Houghton, Norfolk 24 February 1891. He joined the military on January 29, 1915, re-joining the Surrey Constabulary after war service in October 1919 possi...
	July 1, 1916, Appointed to Hookwood
	1915 Joined Army – maintained membership of the Surrey Constabulary and received advancement although commissioned in Royal Garrison Artillery
	January 1, 1916, Third Class constable to 2nd Class Constable
	September 6, 1931, Constable to Sergeant
	December 4, 1932, Sergeant to Inspector
	December 30, 1934, Inspector to Superintendent
	July 1, 1950, Superintendent to Superintendent Grade 1
	Postings after First World War: 1919 Egham Hythe, 1920 Egham,1921 Peaslake, Hoebridge, Weybridge, Godalming, Limpsfield, Ashtead, Shalford, Bramley, Cranleigh, Woking, Guildford, 1935 Chertsey, Weybridge
	Five commendations, King’s Silver Jubilee Medal, King’s Coronation Medal, MVO
	Defence Medal, KPM
	PC4 and Police Sergeant 16 Appointed 4 August 1929
	Retired September 1962 - Died 18 March 1964


