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PC Brent Ashworth 

Traffic and Firearm’s Team Member 

1959-2022 
 

Funeral Surrey and Sussex Crematorium 

26 September 2022 

 

 
 

26 September 2022 

 

Over 100 friends and colleagues, with members of Brent’s family gathered at the chapel for a moving 

farewell to Brent. There were poems and readings and music which included Swing Low representing 

his love of rugby. There followed a large gathering at the Old Reigatians Rugby Club when many an old 

friendship was rekindled and tales of Brent’s time as a police officer. The lamp certainly swung.  

 

Brent’s wife Lesley who served as Inspector Blackborough on the east of the county and both retired on 

the same day.  
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Brooklands, Weybridge, Strike 1957 

 

Retired DS Nick Hemmant 

 

My wife was sorting through some old black and white photos that had come to her after her brother 

died recently. Her father was a trade union shop steward at the old Vickers aircraft factory in Weybridge 

that went to become BEA. The images show men on strike and a crowd outside the main gates of the 

factory on what I believe would have been Brooklands Road. 

 

The camera captures a Surrey Police motorcyclist (I have made out his collar number as 362) and he is 

wearing his motorcycle gauntlets, gaiters, and the all-encompassing mack of the day.  

Officers can be seen in the background of other photos, and I have added some images of the strikers to 

add context. I thought it was interesting from these images how large crowds were policed in the 1950’s. 

 

It may well be the motorcyclist was Cliff Blackford. The photo below from the SC collection shows him 

as ?62. (Ed: I wore the same motorcycle kit at Dorking from 1965-1970!) 
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Edward Clutterbuck 

Ox and Bucks Light Infantry 1909-1919 

Police Sergeant 239 

Surrey Constabulary 1919-1948 
 

His son  

 

Junior Police Clerk (Cadet) Robert Frank Clutterbuck  

Sergeant (Wireless Operator /Air Gunner) 100 Squadron 

Died aged 20, 17 April 1943 
 

Research undertaken by Robert Bartlett, Jean and Henry Pelham, Robert Simonson Surrey 

History Centre, Barrie Friend, Battlefield Tour Guide. With assistance from Rob Davis, Bomber 

Command Losses Database. 

 

 

EDWARD CLUTTERBUCK was born 5th August 1893, North Newington, Oxfordshire and died 

January 1963 age 69.  

 

Parents: Father William Clutterbuck age 41 when Edward was born. Mother, Elizabeth Ann 

Clutterbuck nee Green, 40 when Edward was born. Died April 1901 Banbury, Oxford age 48 years 

 

They had two children:  Edward who married: Elsie Elizabeth Scaterfield 1st May 1922 in 

Leatherhead whilst living in Cranleigh/ Fred who was born January 1898 in Oxford. 

 

Edward’s Brother – Fred was born January 1898 – Oxford 

 

Edward’s Mother died April1901 – Banbury, Oxford – age 48 years 

 

Edward was living: 1901 North Newington, Oxford. 1911 Cheriton, Kent, Army Barracks 

 

1914 – 1920 in the Military – Ox and Bucks Light Infantry 

 

Acting Cpl 9175 2nd Btn and 1st Btn Ox and Bucks LI 

 

1911 Census Shorncliffe Camp, 2 Ox and Bucks 

 

Medal Index Card:  5/12/14 entered Theatre of War 'Asiatic'. This would have been with 1st Battalion 
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1st Battalion 

August 1914: in Ahmednagar, India. Under command of 17th Indian Brigade of 6th (Poona) Division, 

Indian Army. 

27 November 1914: moved to Mesopotamia. 

29 April 1916: Battalion was captured after surrender of garrison at Kut-el-Amara. A Provisional Bn 

was formed from the reinforcements and details who were not captured, which was attached to 28th 

Indian Brigade, 6th Poona Division. This Provisional Bn was renamed 1st Bn on 6 July 1916. 

19 October 1917: transferred to 50th Indian Brigade in 15th Indian Division. Remained in 

Mesopotamia throughout the war. 

Edward Clutterbuck was to serve in Mesopotamia for some time and seems to have been at the siege 

of Kut. British and Indian troops, sent to the Persian Gulf in early November to protect British oil 

interests at Abadan, made rapid progress inland against weak Turkish resistance. In less than a month, 

they had occupied the towns of Basra and Kurna, capturing more than 1,000 Turkish prisoners and 

losing just 65 of their own men. Despite the unforgiving climate, British forces continued to march 

steadily up the River Tigris in 1915. By 28 September, under the leadership of General Charles 

Townshend, they had taken the town of Kut-al-Amara just 120 miles south of Mesopotamia's major city, 

Baghdad. Scornful British estimates of Turkish fighting capabilities seemed to be amply borne out by 

events - witness, for example, the timorous surrender of 2,000 Turkish soldiers to a tiny British advance 

force in the garrison town of Amara in June 1915.   

The siege of Kut-al-Amara: Bolstered by 30,000 reinforcements, Turkish troops besieged Townshend's 

forces in Kut-al-Amara before the Allied troops could act on the British War Cabinet's advice to 

withdraw further down the Tigris. The siege of Kut-al-Amara lasted 147 days, before the 11,800 British 

and Indian troops inside the garrison town finally surrendered on 29 April 1916. Conditions during the 

siege were appalling. In bitterly cold weather and with little medical treatment, many of the soldiers did 

not survive the winter. Several attempts were made to relieve the besieged town, but they encountered 

stubborn Turkish resistance, and all ended in failure. For instance, the relief force under the command 

of General Aylmer suffered heavy losses 

 

 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/glossary/glossary_a.htm#Abadan
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/glossary/glossary_b.htm#Basra
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/glossary/glossary_k.htm#Kurna
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/glossary/glossary_t.htm#Townshend
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/glossary/glossary_t.htm#Townshend
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/glossary/glossary_k.htm#kut
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/glossary/glossary_a.htm#Amara
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/glossary/glossary_a.htm#Aylmer
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Medal Index Card/Roll 1st Ox and Bucks then attached to RE Signal Coy 

 

 

 

1919 Sister of Edward, Minnie died; 1878-1919 Brackley, Northamptonshire Edward was 26 years 

 

1921 Census living Police Station, Bridge Road, Godalming, Surrey, occupation Police Constable, 

employer Surrey County Council. Boarding with 5 other Police Constables - Single 

 

1922 Married Elsie Elizabeth Scartfield  

 

1922 Son Robert Frank was born 1922 Farnham, Surrey and died 17 April 1943 over Germany, aged 

20. 

 

1925 Daughter Jean E was born 6 January, Farnham, Surrey 

 

1930 Son Peter was born 7th October – Godstone, Surrey 

 

1939 Lived in Surrey – Police Cottage, Godstone – occupation Police Constable 
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1939 Census Police Cottage, Godstone 

 

1946 Edward’s brother William Albert died – Banbury, Oxford 

 

1953 Edward’s sister Emily Elizabeth died  

 

1963 Edward died age 69 years – Surrey South Eastern 

 

Robert Simonson Woking History Centre: I have found Edward Clutterbuck’s entry in the Surrey 

Constabulary appointments book (9152/1/2/1/4).  I see he was in the army (Ox and Bucks Regiment 

1909-1919) before joining the Surrey Constabulary. 

  

Among the other staff records is a ‘register of unestablished clerks’, which covers Apr 1939-Nov 1945, 

and is the only example of this type of record (ref. 9152/1/2/3/1), and there is an entry for Robert Frank 

Clutterbuck in it, which I am also sending to you.  I noticed that some of the other clerks whose details 

are in the book also went off for war service. 

  

The records that Jennifer King has worked on are the ‘day books’ of the Oxted Division, which again 

seem to be a chance survival.  I imagine the other divisions must have kept them as well, but they don’t 

survive.  They are in the original deposit of police records with us (CC98/8/12-18) and cover 27 Sep 

1940 to 19 Mar 1946.  Our catalogue note says: “The first day book bears a note: 'From the 27th 

September 1940 all messages relating to (1) Air Raids (2) Air Raid Damage (3) Aircraft (4) Air Raid 

Messages will be entered in this Day Book and not in the general Day Book, AF King, 

Superintendent'.  Later books are marked 'Air Raid Damage Messages', 'Air Raid Damage Messages and 

Messages for the Attention of 'E' Department' or simply 'E'.  The day books give time and date, message 

received by, message disposal. 

 

Surrey Constabulary Appointment Book1 

 

 
1 9152/1/2/1/4 Surrey History Centre Woking kind assistance Robert Simonson 
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P.C. Clutterbuck 
 

Surrey Mirror 24 August 1928 
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Surrey Mirror 23 November 1928 
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Surrey Mirror 26 April 1929 

 
 

Surrey Advertiser 01 June 1929 
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Surrey Advertiser 22 August 1931 
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Surrey Mirror 25 December 1931 

 
 

Surrey Advertiser 11 June 1932 

 

 
 

Surrey Mirror 8 July 1932 
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Surrey Mirror 29 July 1932 

BOWLS 

 
Surrey Advertiser 30 July 1932 
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Surrey Mirror 2 June 1932 

 

 
 

Surrey Mirror 11 August 1933 

 

  
 

 



 21 
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Surrey Mirror 15 June 1934 

 
Surrey Mirror 6 July 1934 
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Surrey Mirror 17 May 1935 

 

 
 

Surrey Mirror 18 October 1935 

 
 

Surrey Mirror 28 August 1936 
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Surrey Mirror 18 September 1936                      Surrey Mirror 27 January 1937 

  
 

Surrey Mirror 29 August 1941 

 
 

 

 



 25 

Junior Police Clerk Robert Frank Clutterbuck  

Sergeant (Wireless Operator /Air Gunner) 100 Squadron 

Died aged 20 17 April 1943 

 

 
100 Squadron badge (Disbanded 31 March 2022) 

 

Robert   served as a Sergeant Wireless Operator /Air Gunner in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 

on No 100 Squadron. Aged 20 when he died, PC Clutterbuck was the son of Police Sergeant Edward 

and Elizabeth Clutterbuck, of Chelsham, Surrey. He is buried in Rheinberg Wesel War cemetery. 100 

Squadron flew 308 sorties in Lancasters from Grimsby over Berlin during 1943-44 as part of a Group 

losing 20 aircraft 115 men with 20 taken prisoner. (Edward Clutterbuck was a police sergeant based at 

Chelsham – a member of the Surrey Constabulary. Mrs Jennifer King has been researching Police 

Sergeant Clutterbuck’s war on the Oxted sub-division)) 

 

From: Rob Davis Bomber Command Losses Database.  

 

DATE: 16-Apr-1943 / 17-Apr-1943 

UNIT: 100 Squadron 

AIRCRAFT: Lancaster III 

RAF BASE: Waltham 

TAKE-OFF AT: 21:22 

SERIAL: ED563  

CODES: JA: G 

TARGET: Pilsen 

 

PILOT: Atkinson, Donald Keith, Sergeant, RNZAF (NZ/416075) (killed)  

CREW: Sergeant Norman Vanston (flight engineer) (1128891) (killed), Flight 

Sergeant Ian Stewart Brown RCAF (navigator) (R/124176) (killed), Sergeant 

John Rutter (bomb aimer) (1535677) (killed), Sergeant Robert Frank 

Clutterbuck (wireless operator) (1292995) (killed), Flight Sergeant Peter 

Rudick RCAF (mid-upper gunner) (R/140995) (killed), Pilot Officer Peter 

Vivian Monk RAAF (rear gunner) (Aus/416383) (killed) 
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On 15 December 1942, No. 100 Squadron RAF proper was re-formed in the UK, at RAF Grimsby, 

near Waltham, as a night-time heavy bomber squadron and was part of No. 1 Group RAF, RAF Bomber 

Command. In January 1943, the squadron received the first of its new complement of Avro Lancasters; 

the first operation of the squadron was on 4 March 1943 against a U-boat base at St Nazaire. A few days 

later the squadron was involved in a raid against Nuremberg in Germany and from then on, as part of 

Bomber Command's strategic role against Germany, took part in every major raid.2 

 

DETAILS: Coned by searchlights and shot down by flak, crashing near the churchyard at Rentrish, near 

Saarbrucken.  All members of the crew are buried in the Rheinburg War Cemetery.3 

 

The site of Rheinberg War Cemetery was chosen in April 1946 by the Army Graves Service for the 

assembly of Commonwealth graves recovered from numerous German cemeteries in the area. The 

majority of those now buried in the cemetery were airmen, whose graves were brought in from 

Dusseldorf, Krefeld, Munchen-Gladbach, Essen, Aachen and Dortmund; 450 graves were from Cologne 

alone. (CWGC site) 
 

Register of Unestablished Clerks April 1939-Nov 19454 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._100_Squadron_RAF 
3 Bomber Command database email to Robert Bartlett16 April 2022 
4 Surrey History Centre Woking with assistance Robert Simonson ref. 9152/1/2/3/1 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAF_Grimsby
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waltham,_Lincolnshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._1_Group_RAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avro_Lancaster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U-boat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Nazaire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuremberg
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Cadet Louise Dunning 

Photo previously shown in a Journal when names were sought 

 
Sgts Chris Kay, Galvin Armstrong (printing dept), Ian Lessels, Trevor Greenwood, Noel Hogan, 

Paul Tappenden, Paul Kemp, David Chave, Stewart Bramley-Ball, Nick Carter and of course 

Louise Dunning in front 
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Surrey Constabulary Events and Achievements in Athletics - 

Part 3 
Mick Wayland 

 

 
1984 

South East PAA Cross Country League 
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1984 
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South East Police Cross Country League 1984/85 

   

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1987 

 

South East Police Cross Country League final race – Ampthill. What a splendid day at one of our most 

testing courses, in prime condition and very pleasant mid-winter weather. Once again, our number (117 

total) showed that we have one of the strongest and best supported leagues in the country 
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Chris Dickinson with the league title trophy 

 
South East Regional Cross Country 

R Byer, Assistant Chief Constable, Danny Symington, Dave Hanna, Ben Mabon 

 
Left to right Gavin Harkus, Piers Hunt, Dave Hanna and Andy Gibbons. Thought to be  team 

placing in the SE Police Cross Country Championships 1993 held at Wimbledon 

 

Police Athletic Association Cross Country Championships – ‘The National’ 
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The ultimate cross country race in the annual calendar was The National Police Championships in which 

most of the 43 British Police Forces were represented. This was always a severe examination against 

very much larger forces such as Strathclyde, West Yorkshire, The Metropolitan Police and the then 

Royal Ulster Constabulary. Indeed, Surrey had an equivalent establishment then which was similar in 

size to just one of the many Metropolitan Police divisions and therefore had so many less runners to pick 

from. Remarkably, Surrey reached the peak of their achievements and won this event in 1982 at 

Chelmsford, Essex  

 
Left to right National Police Cross Country Champions: 

Andy Laithwaite – Paul Wiltshire – Paul Noke – Mark Daughters – Mick Wayland – Peter Holt 

The full team that ran, seen here with The Chief Constable Sir Peter Matthews, had also won the South 

East League Championship, the City of London Police Road Relay and The Eric Humphries Shield 

race in Northampton, leading up to the ‘National’. 

 
Left to right: Peter Holt, Mark Daughters, Alan Smart, Sir Peter Mathews, 

Andy Laithwaite, Mick Wayland, Mick Williams, Paul Wiltshire and Paul Noke 
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The Surrey Constabulary staged the 1984 National Police Cross Country at Guildford. Mark Daughters 

had a fine run coming in 8th place and the Surrey Team finished in 6th place 

 

Police Athletic Association National Ten Mile Road Race 1981 

 

This race was hosted annually by a different force around the country and was scored on four runners 

finishing.      Christine Ronan (not Donan) takes the individual Police National 10 mile title.   
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The Surrey men’s team came very close to winning at Aberdeen in 1982 where they equaled the points 

total of the winners, The Metropolitan Police, but lost on countback as Surrey’s fourth scoring runner 

finished one place behind the Met’s last scorer. 

 

PAA National Field and Track Championships 

1973 

                                                           
 

Surrey Athletes who won PAA Track and Field titles 

 

Richard Bridgman    3000 metres Steeplechase 

Paul Noke                  1500 metres and 5000 metres  

 

European Police Sports Association (USPE) Cross Country Championships 

 

Roger Bean was the first Surrey Athlete to run for Great Britain Police in these championships in 1970 

in Fontainebleau in France. He was followed by Andy Laithwaite and Mark Daughters, when the event 

was held at Hendon in 1983 and the British Team won and by Ben Mabon and Christine Ronan at Mount 

Browne in 1992  
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Brian Hayes Q.P.M., B.A. H.M. Inspector of Constabulary, was the President of the USPE and a former 

Chief Constable in Surrey, arranged for the Surrey Constabulary to host the USPE Cross Country 

Championships at Mount Browne Surrey Constabulary HQ on 8th April 1992. 
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Note:  Christine Ronan and Ben Mabon were selected from the Surrey Constabulary to represent Great 

Britain Police. 

Other Events and Achievements 

 
Snowdonia Seven 

 

We started attending this event by chance. Hosted by the North Wales Constabulary over 21 miles, 

seven mountain peaks, 14000 feet of ascent and descent it became an annual favourite. 
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Left to right - Mick Williams – Bill Baskerville – Dave Hanna – Mick Wayland 

 

We returned much better prepared in 1992 after six months training up and down Box Hill. With a team 

consisting of Bryon Alden and Derek Short (both well over 50 and who were frustrated at being pulled 

out halfway in 1991) Chris Farmer and Mick Wayland. With an average team age of 52 years, Surrey 

won the O/40 years veterans team race in 6 hours and 14 minutes!!     

             

 
       

City of London Road Relay 

A very well organized and supported four leg road relay, was a must on the program of events and the 

Surrey Constabulary won it twice. 

1978 

Surrey Win South East Region Cross Country 
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Left to right Peter Holt - Mick Wayland, Dave Hanna, Mick Wayland, Mark Daughters 
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Right to left Mick Wayland, Paul Noke, Richard Bridgman, Dave Hanna 

 
                           Fred Giles takes over from Mick Wayland after the first leg 

 

North Downs Way Events 

 

On 1 July 1987 a 50 mile relay to support raising funds for The Special Olympics was held along the 

North Downs Way 
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Leaving Tatsfield earlier in the day 

 

North Downs Way Run in 1981 for The Guildford Adventurers Association 

Mick Wayland completed the run in 6 hour 59 minutes 

 

Friary Meux v Surrey Constabulary Relay 1983 
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The Chief Constable Brian Hayes then subsequently ran the London Marathon, setting what is 

believed to be a record for a Chief Constable, of 3 hours and 17 minutes 

 

Apart from police races we competed in the local MABAC Cross Country League 

These were an excellent opportunity to liaise with and socialize with the Surrey Community. 

 

 
Brian Hayes Assistant Chief Constable in this photograph but one day to be the Chief Constable (later 

knighted) was a keen and active supporter and participant in a range of running events. 
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This final piece was added by the Editor as Mike was too shy to include it! 

 
Reigate Borough Police 

Robert Bartlett 

Continued 
 

 

 
Reigate Borough Police constable 36 with new style helmet without the spike, a duty band and 

a badge right upper arm probably a first aid award. 

 

1913 August 14: Fire Reigate Priory: Lord Beatty’s Surrey Home: Fire broke out last evening 

when the roof was damaged the flames having taken hold of the oak beams. No one was injured. 

During the day three fires were found within the house. 

 

The Fire Brigade received 16 calls in the year two of which were outside the Borough 
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1913 The force accepted increased responsibilities for the ambulance service in 1913 and it was ordered 

that an ambulance constable was to accompany the horse ambulance on all calls at a charge of five 

shillings for the first hour and one shilling per quarter hour thereafter, for the ambulance, horse and 

driver. The war years saw the force depleted as men enlisted and about thirty special constables were 

engaged. 5 

 
Date unknown but Chief Constable Metcalfe and First Aid medals St John's Ambulance 

Association awards Collar numbers visible PC3 PC9 PC23 PC10 PC29 PS1? 

 

1913 April 12: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Friendly Football Matches- Reigate 

Borough Police v Reigate Early Closers played on Wednesday on three Reigate Priory Ground. At 

half time the score was one each but during the second half the police put on another goal, thus 

winning by two goals to one. For the police, Lawrence and Shaw, the latter in goal played a fine 

game, the goal scores being Barnett and Lawrence, for the Early Closers Lacey scored. 

 

1913 August 30 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Cricket- Gatton Park Employees v Reigate 

Borough Police. Played at Gatton Park on Thursday resulted in a win for the home team by an innings 

and four runs.  

 

1913 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe including a report 

on the activities of the Fire Brigade: 6 

Reigate Borough Police Manpower Statistics 

 

Year Average Average  

height 

Average        

service 

Average 

pay 

Sickness 

injury 

Per man 

 
5 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
6 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1913 
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1909 32 5ft 10 ¾ 10 £1 10 9d 9.8 

1910 35  10 £1 11 7d 0.4 

1911 35  10 £ 1 11 9d 2.3 

1912 35  11 £1 11 3d 4.0 

1913 34  12 £ 1 11 8d 8.9 

 

1913: An agreement was reached with Guildford Borough to provide mutual aid when required. 7 

Crime figures; a selection from the annual reports 

 

Crime 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913 

Rape 1  1   

Burglary 6 5 5 6 6 

Larceny 64 46 48 42 48 

Housebreaking  4  7 10 

Arson   1 2  

Malicious 

wounding 

    1 

 

1913: The Reigate Watch Committee instituted a police medal for Good Service in September 

1913, to reward 25 good years’ service by members of its police force. The medal was in silver. On 

the obverse of the medal was depicted the borough coat of arms, with the inscription 25 Years Good 

Service above with Reigate Borough Police below. The reverse had   a wreath of oak leaves, with a 

space for the recipient’s name, rank and date of a death. The medal ribbon was of a medium blue and 

the medal was discontinued on the 1st of March 1943, when the force was amalgamated with the 

Surrey Constabulary by virtue of the War Emergency Powers Act. James Metcalfe was the Chief 

Constable when the medal was instituted.   

 

 
7 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1913 
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A Reigate Borough police 25-year good service medal, the reverse of which shows that it belonged 

to Sergeant Gilbert Attwood. The St John medal is dated 1911 so indicates the period in which Sergeant 

Attwood served.8 

 

1914-1918: During World War One the regular police force had to carry out many extra duties, 

which left a gap that was filled in the Borough initially by “The Vigilant Association.” This was an 

organisation formed in 1914 under the presidency of a Mr G. H. Redwood that attracted volunteers 

who wanted to provide a service to the community. It was soon realised, however, that if they were 

to have authority, they would have to be properly recognised by the official police command, so the 

Head Constable took charge and swore them in as a body of Special Constables before the Borough 

Magistrates. The Borough was divided into eleven beats, and over each beat was appointed a Chief. 

The names of these Chiefs never appeared in the press, the reason given being that they wanted to 

carry out their work for its own sake and not for the purpose of parading themselves or their work 

before the public. 

 
8 All medal and badge pictures Tony Collman 
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Special Constables had no uniforms but were issued with armlets, whistles and truncheons, and       later 

on badges. They patrolled the beats from 10pm to 6am. Needless to say, the weather was often 

atrocious, and men returned home after their night's work soaked to the skin or frozen, or both. 

Nevertheless, the presence of the Special Constabulary freed the regular police from the mundane and 

allowed them to carry out necessary war duties.9 

 

1914 April 24: Surrey Mirror - Boxing at Redhill – The Market Hall, Redhill was filled on 

Wednesday to witness well managed and properly conducted boxing entertainment arranged by Lieut. 

Betts of Aldershot. In the Eight Rounds Contest Lance – Corp Gibbons (Royal Munster Fusiliers) 

beat Mat Normington (Reigate Borough Police). In the first session the soldier was particularly smart 

and clever at close quarters. Early in the next session with a hook on the chin Normington fell and 

took the count. 

 

1914 August 3: Annual Leave was suspended; officers leaving the Borough off duty must have 

permission; attention must be paid to all bridges and tunnels; special attention to be paid to suspicious 

persons. 10 

 

1914 August 4 war declared. The chief constable sought to discover how many of his officers were 

classed as regular reservists and as special reserves. 11 

 

1914: Reigate Borough Police was depleted by men returning to the Colours and volunteering for the 

armed forces. The Borough strength was supplemented by 30 Special Constables. 12 

 

1914 August 11: Mid Sussex Times– Cricket- Bolney v Reigate Borough Police - At the invitation 

of Col R H Rawson, M.P. this annual event took place at Gravenshurst on Tuesday, when, despite the 

unpleasant weather conditions and the war cloud overhanging the nation an enjoyable game resulted 

in victory for the home team by 42 runs. Following the match, a hot dinner was provided for the 

teams. 

 

1914 October 2: Annual leave restored 13 

 

1914 November 13: The chief constable ordered that the whole force will parade in their best  uniform 

for church parade at St Mathew’s Church. 14 

 

1914 December 31: Annual Report Chief Constable Reigate Borough Police: James  to the Watch 

Committee including a report on the activities of the Fire Brigade: 

 
9 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
10 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable Metcalfe 
11 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable Metcalfe 
12 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart 
13 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1913 
14 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable Metcalfe 

http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm
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The War brought many extra duties to the police, exacerbated by the loss of men on the Army Reserve 

list and other volunteers. After war was declared in August police undertook the role of registering 

all aliens including Belgian refugees. A further role was that of Billet Master, finding lodgings for 

members of the army. The chief constable reported that since war was declared “much onerous and 

anxious work” fell to the police. 

 

 

 

1914 Reigate Borough Police Truncheon. The truncheon, made from wood, polished. It has a four-

ribbed grip with smooth rounded pommel. The original leather arm strap is not included. Service 

marks read “Reigate Borough Police.” 15 

 

 

 
15 https://www.gunstar.co.uk/a-reigate-borough-1914-ww1-police-truncheon/Accessories/864583 

http://www.gunstar.co.uk/a-reigate-borough-1914-ww1-police-truncheon/Accessories/864583
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1914 Reigate Borough Police with Chief Constable Metcalfe outside Town Hall 


