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Brent Ashworth 

PC 593 Surrey Police 

Traffic and FST 

 

Died August 2022 

 

 
The Inspector retires! Brent second from right 

 

 
Brent third from left, rear standing 

 



 4 

 

 
Godstone Breakfast: Mike Eaton, John Lawrie, Brent Ashworth, George Dobson, 

Bernie Boscombe, Geoff Roper 

 
 

 
Working party at Godstone 

Brent rear right 
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Poor weather on the M25! 

 

 
 

Brent in the Range Rover at an RTA on the M25 
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FST 1991 

 

Brent top standing right 
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Bret Training with the FST on Ash ranges 

 

Two examples of the very many high-risk deployments of the Firearms Support Team on 

which Brent was deployed. 

 

1989 May 30: A man bailed by a Judge on a charge of attempted murder of his wife returned 

to the village of Milford after placing an explosive device on his wife’s car at Milford railway 

station.  Evacuation, diversions, train cancellations took place as specialist police officers, 

negotiators, Firearms Support Team and the Army bomb disposal officers were deployed. The 

house became a siege when it became apparent that the man was intent on killing himself and 

so the standoff was foreshortened as the Firearms Support Team made an entry. They were 

unable to reach the man before he plunged a kitchen knife into his stomach dying some hours 

later.  A Coroner’s inquest and a full enquiry by the Hampshire Police said that the officer’s 

actions “were well thought out, decisive and correct.”1 

 

Another dangerous job for the Firearms Support Team, which this time ending in tragedy, 

occurred in Milford one early evening when a man barricaded himself in his house after 

setting up a supposed car as a bomb at the local railway station. Inside the house he had 

wired up the electricity so that he could commit suicide by jumping in the bath. Negotiations 

went on for some time, until it was decided by Superintendent Dave Stevens, the local sub-

divisional commander and a cadre member, that an entry had to be made to try and save the 

man’s life. The semi-detached house was a not very large one set on a small estate. Stun 

grenades were used in the house, and the staircase was rushed to try and prevent the man killing 

himself, but without success as he beat the police by stabbing himself. There was the inevitable 

enquiry by the Hampshire Police, but they found no cause for criticism. The stun grenades blew 

 
1 Annual Report 1989 
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the stairs away from the wall, and as usual so not unexpectedly started a small fire. One police 

officer from the Firearms Support Team was hurt by the exploding whiz-bangs as he was 

moving so quickly, he was on top of the thing as it went off, and after a visit to hospital and a 

short time off sick, he was operational again.  

 

Malcolm Sutton ex Firearms Support Team: It was me that was injured at the siege. Do not 

forget there were two incidents running in tandem. The first was a suspected car bomb at 

Milford railway station. Given the threat at the time this was obviously very serious. EOD were 

called, undertook a controlled explosion and found it was not a bomb. The car went down to 

the owner’s husband in Milford. Our pagers summoned the team and we headed for the RVP 

at Godalming police station where we kitted up and were briefed by Chief Superintendent 

James. We then went to Swallow Close at Milford with Alan McArthur as the Boss. A 

negotiator was on site, and I believe he was up a ladder at the rear of the house talking to the 

man who was armed with a fourteen-inch knife. The doors and windows had been wired up. 

The gas and electric were turned off. I worked with Peter Moore, Pat Martin, Neil Fisher, Andy 

Remnant, and Brent Ashworth. I think the besieged man was McGill and he had a row with his 

wife, and she announced she was leaving.  The negotiator continued talking but there was a 

long silence, and it was decided we should go in to save life. We took out the back door and I 

went in with Peter Moore. He had a single shot stun grenade, and I had a multiple bang. It was 

a small-town house. Peter started to go up the stairs towards the man and threw his stun 

grenade. The plan was that I would then throw mine on the landing to cut him off from a 

bedroom. Peter’s grenade went off, but the casing flew at me and hit me on the head so much 

so, I was no longer fully operational, but I had in my hand a whiz bang with the pin pulled. I 

was with it enough to know it had to go, and by this time other team members had passed me 

going up the stairs. I had been hit above the eye and was bleeding profusely. I threw the grenade 

under the stairs and wallop it went off with the seven bangs and seven flashes and blew the 

stairs away from the wall and started a fire. I was still with it to help get the man out of the 

back door – he had stabbed himself but had to be moved because of the fire. An ambulance 

was there but he died. I went to hospital.  
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1992 6 August Police open fire at Brockham post office – second time this happened in the 

history of Surrey Constabulary. Brent Ashworth and Peter Moore 

were in the shop when robbers came in and opened fire. Peter was 

stabbed and the robbers ran out; one was challenged by John Boyce 

who then opened fire. The bullet went through clothing and 

ricochet of the pavement hitting Dr Berg a local resident in the foot 

as he was standing by the bus stop. The robbers were immediately 

detained. Detective Supt. John Milner SIO 

Dave Cording: I was deployed to scene as the newly trained 

Operations inspector to coral the media as Pat Crossan who was 

SIO was having some difficulty, as was Julie Wilson, gripping the 

media who were in danger of walking all over the scene and ruining 

any potential forensic evidence. A/PS117 Peter Moore Awarded 

the Queen’s Commendation for Brave Conduct for his actions in 

August 1992 when he was stabbed while trying to stop an armed 

robbery in Brockham Post Office. 

 
 

John Lawrie: August 2022: I was sad to learn of the death of Brent. He was my next-door 

neighbour in the Fosterdown estate at Godstone when I worked with him at the Traffic Centre 

36 years ago now. Although he was on a different rota, we did crew together now and again 

and he was always a good man to have on your side!  

 

My abiding memory of him was of his arrival to help at a fight in Caterham on a busy night 

shift. He was driving a high-performance test car which I think was a Volvo. It was on loan 

from the maker, so was not liveried and had a civilian radio still fitted. In the middle of the 

punch-up, he arrived with a four-wheel skid just feet away. He had the radio on full blast, and 

I think it was Meatloaf playing 'Bat out of Hell'. He threw the door open and all 6'4+ of him 

got out. I recall that the fight just petered out - not because he brought more muscle, but his 

appearance was so surreal and dramatic. It just so happened he was double crewed with another 

'giant' of a man (whose name escapes me - but passed away a while ago) and the vision and 

sound were too much for the local drunks to process. 
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Armed response vehicles were introduced full time in 1994 following IRA activity at Heathrow 

and Gatwick. The FST went full time in the role. Brent in the middle 

 

 
 1994-Armed Response Vehicle – first purpose built for the role. 

 Brent Ashworth on the left - note the jackets - almost uniquely Surrey wore their 

handguns and the jacket allowed access but covered the weapon  
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1994 reunion 

 

 
With Geoff Roper 2010 Reunion 

 

From Dick Chase 2022: You will see the First Aid Trainer on this Certificate was Brent who 

ran a course in February 2000. Ollie Brown at Godstone Traffic organised the Surrey Police 

Offshore Sailing Team when entering the annual championships, to supplement our skills, 

Brent ran a bespoke first aid course at Oxted. 
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Daguerre photo widely used 1840s and 1850s 
 

 

 
50mm x 40mm 

 

From Police History Society – bought by a member many years ago at a jumble sale 

 

Mugswell, Chipstead, was most likely in the Surrey Constabulary area but the PC in the picture 

is not Surrey Constabulary. The Metropolitan Police/Surrey Constabulary boundary was close 

by. A member of the PHS examined very closely the photo and read the collar number 

V189.  Unfortunately, according to Alan Moss (PHS 1012and Metropolitan Police History), 
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there were 10 officers with this number between 1859 to 1895. There is a plea from the PHS, 

can anyone please help in narrowing down the year this photo was taken? 

 

 

Forces that combined to make the Ministry of Defence 

Police 
 

 
 

 

Woodhatch Fatal Armed Robbery 

1990 November 27 0955 

 

Photo of the weapons used found on eBay 

 
1990 November 27 at 0955 in Woodhatch an armed robbery took place on a Securicor vehicle 

containing more than £700,000. As Metropolitan Police Flying Squad officers attempted to 

make arrests, shots were fired and one robber shot dead, and another wounded in the shoulder.  

Three men were sent to prison.2 

 

This was Operation Yamoto. Metropolitan Police PT17 the firearms team, shoot dead an armed 

robber at Woodhatch, Reigate, called Kenny Baker and another named Arif was wounded 

during an attempted raid on a Securicor van. Mehmet Arif was the getaway driver. Kenny 

Baker was shot in the stomach and face. At 9.55 am Securicor van with £750,000 on board 

 
2 Annual Report Surrey Constabulary 1990 
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pulled up on the garage forecourt so the crew could get a coffee. Two minutes later armed 

robbers in masks attacked them. By 9.59 am it was all over following police intervention and 

the death of Baker. They were first division London criminals caught in the act during an armed 

robbery at the petrol station. The Metropolitan Police had the criminal team under surveillance 

for some time and became convinced that they would carry out the armed robbery that morning. 

The politics were that they did not tell anyone in the Surrey Constabulary. The consequences 

after the event were “significant discussions” between the chief constable and the Met. The 

Metropolitan Police team were videoing and photographing the garage from an observation 

post close to where the Securicor van would call. The raid started and police intervened. Arif 

was a member of a Turkish Cypriot gang family from south London, major players in armed 

robbery in and around the capital. The team were convicted and put away for a long time.  

 

Pat Crossan the local sub-divisional commander went to the scene from a divisional meeting 

at Reigate and Superintendent Bartlett was put in charge of the Firearms Support Team and 

security. The first task was to get the Surrey Firearms Team to the hospital to put a guard on 

Arif to ensure that no one rescued him. Then there was the need to provide accommodation 

and facilities for the Metropolitan Police Flying Squad and PT17 whose officers were involved 

and started to arrive at the police station. The Police Complaints Authority was informed, and 

a representative came to the police station, where the chief superintendent, David Kenworthy, 

met them and dealt with their requests.  Police visited the hospital and saw Arif in his hospital 

bed; a little sullen man, not happy at being there and facing a very long sentence. One of his 

brothers was in custody at Reigate.  Some days later Arif was discharged from hospital, and on 

several occasions the Firearms Support Team protected the court and provided armed officers 

to ensure they were not rescued. After some months following a trial at the Old Bailey the 

whole team were sentenced to long terms of imprisonment. The Flying Squad was adjudged to 

have done a good job.  

 

Ian Robertson: Pat Crossan and I did the full investigation for the original Police Complaints 

Authority. I will keep it as brief as I can. The job itself was a great bit of policing and 

intelligence gathering by the Metropolitan Police Flying Squad and their surveillance people. 

The criminals were part of a well-known south London family. A lot of Surrey officers who 

served with the RCS will remember them, the Arifs. They were well into the hijacking of 

Securicor vehicles, and high value robberies. Also in this team was another well-known villain, 

Kenny Baker, and another called Downer, cannot remember his first name. The other two were 

Mehmet and Dennis Arif. Police knew they were going to highjack a Securicor vehicle and the 

crew, at one of three venues, Woodhatch at Reigate, a Bank in Sussex and a Bank in Kent. The 

gang knew that the Securicor vehicle always pulled up at the little shopping centre by the garage 

at the Woodhatch A217 junction. Two crew members would get out and go and buy some 

sandwiches and coffee. During the evening prior to the shooting the Squad had watched other 

members of the team pick up vehicles, stolen some days earlier and hidden up, and take them 

down to drop off points around Woodhatch. Everything now pointed to the 'strike' being at 

Woodhatch. They organised their surveillance teams to follow the Securicor vehicle and plotted 

up Woodhatch with other people and had the firearms officers from PT17 at various static 
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points around the Woodhatch shops. The best thing they did was to put a police photographer 

into an 'OP' in one of the buildings opposite the garage forecourt and shops.  

 

The Securicor vehicle eventually arrived at the shops and pulled up at the side of the garage 

forecourt. To the complete puzzlement of the surveillance officers there was no sign of the 

villains. Two of the Securicor guards got out of the vehicle (a male and a female) and went to 

the sandwich shop, got their food and coffees, and started to walk back to the Securicor vehicle. 

The police were still wondering where the gang was. Just before the crew reached their vehicle, 

a pick-up truck with a tarpaulin over the back pulled onto the garage forecourt. Before anybody 

knew what was happening the tarpaulin was thrown back and out of the back jumped two of 

the gang, Baker and Downer. Baker was wearing a Ronald Regan mask. Both were armed with 

handguns. They grabbed the two Securicor guards and took them to the vehicle and forced the 

other crewmembers to open the doors. They had been joined by this time by Dennis Arif. 

Mehmet Arif was driving the pickup and was wearing a black Afro Caribbean wig and his face 

was also blacked up. Dennis Arif got into the secure rear of the vehicle with one guard and 

Downer forced the other into the front passenger seat and he himself got into the driver’s seat. 

Baker then went and got into the passenger seat of the pickup. Because of the totally 

unexpected arrival of the pickup truck the police were to a certain degree back-footed!  

 

The main PT 17 unit was too far away for an immediate reaction and the first PT vehicle to 

pull onto the forecourt was driven by two officers whose original role was to act as a pursuit 

vehicle in the event of a chase developing. Another police vehicle, again driven by an officer 

never intended to be play a major part had also reacted and put himself in a position where he 

could prevent the pickup being driven off the forecourt. (He was unarmed, and we 

recommended for a high commendation). The first police vehicle pulled up alongside the 

pickup and the front seat passenger jumped out. He was armed with an MP5 machine pistol. 

He pulled the passenger door of the pickup open and was confronted by Kenny Baker pointing 

a handgun at his face. Mehmet Arif was also armed with a handgun. The officer fired a shot, 

the bullet taking Baker low down in his left midriff He fired a second shot, which travelled past 

Baker and hit Arif travelling along the length of his back between the shoulder blades. Other 

PT 17 officers had now arrived at the scene. One of them armed with a rifle had run around to 

the front of the pickup and fired a shot, which smashed the front windscreen and hit Baker in 

the face just below the eye and to the left of his nose. He was already dying however from the 

bullet in the side. He toppled out of the pickup and fell onto the ground, face downwards. He 

was still holding the handgun underneath his body, so the PT 17 officer put his foot on his back 

to prevent him being able to use it. As it happened, he was already dead. Mehmet Arif had 

rightly concluded the game was up jumped out of the vehicle and spread eagled himself on the 

ground.  

 

Whilst all this was happening another PT17 officer seeing Downer sitting in the driver’s seat 

of the Securicor vehicle and holding a handgun in the air, fired five shots at him. The window 

and doors being armoured prevented penetration of the bullets, but it frightened the hell out of 

Downer and like Mehmet he saw the light of day. Dennis Arif was still however in the back, 

and also armed. The attack mechanism of the vehicle had activated, locking all the doors and 
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there was no immediate way of access. Believe it or not but another PT17 officer took it upon 

himself to gain access to the vehicle by climbing through the money access hatch at the rear of 

the vehicle. Once inside the officer not only arrested Arif but he was able to unlock a 'roof 

escape hatch'. That was how they were all eventually removed from the vehicle. It was a very 

good job by the police; it had many more twists and turns, but what I have said is the meat of 

it. There were the usual political throwbacks afterwards, like why Surrey was not told there 

was an armed Metropolitan Police unit in the county, why was Surrey Firearms unit not told 

etc., etc. but from a police officer’s perspective I though they did a superb job. There were no 

more hijackings of Securicor’s vehicle after that.  

 

1990 November 28: Gunman shot dead: 
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The following was found on eBay: 

 

 
 

 
 

Where Does the Term Copper for Police Come From? 
 

Cop is a very old English word whose origins predate the English language. Similar words 

are found in other Indo-European languages, such as Middle French caper (“to capture”), and 

Latin capiō (“to seize, to grasp”). 

 

Coppe was the Old English word for “spider”. You can still see it in the word “cobweb”, 

meaning “spider’s web”. Cop as a verb came to mean “capture” and “copper” was derived 

from it to mean “one who captures”. 

 

After they invented police, the British adopted “copper” for them to mean “one who captures”, 

i.e., a policeman, and Americans reduced it to “cop”, which is closer to the Old English 

meaning of “spider”. So, if you are a criminal, you are the fly, and the cops are the spiders who 

try to catch you in their web as you try to flee. 

 

https://www.quora.com/How-did-policemen-come-to-be-known-as-coppers 

https://www.quora.com/Where-does-the-word-copper-for-police-come-from
https://www.quora.com/Where-does-the-word-copper-for-police-come-from
https://www.quora.com/How-did-policemen-come-to-be-known-as-coppers
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Cop, Coppa or Copper: The term copper was the original word, used in Britain to mean 

"someone who captures". In English, the term cop is recorded (Shorter Oxford Dictionary) in 

the sense of “to capture” from 1704, derived from the Latin capere via the Old French caper.  

 

The OED suggests that "copper" is from "cop" in this sense but adds that the derivation is 

uncertain. Many imaginative but incorrect stories have come up over the years, including 

that cop refers to the police uniform's copper buttons, the policeman’s copper badge, or that it 

is an abbreviation for "constable on patrol", "constabulary of police", or "chief of police". 

 

Surrey Constabulary Events and 

Achievements in Athletics - Part 2 
 

 

1960 

 

Caterham about 1960 Cadet Paul Beard, Cadet Willis, Mike Morley, Timber Wood 

 

 

1972 

Surrey Constabulary Inter-Divisional Cross Country Championships: This event was a 

favourite in the Surrey Constabulary calendar and attracted a large and enthusiastic male and 

female entry most years. Chief Superintendent Ken Botting’s Olympic Torch was mounted on 

a splendid shield and became the Inter- Divisional Trophy. Individual winners of this event 

over the years included Roger Bean (twice), Diane Bone, Kerry Choate (twice), Mark 

Daughters (twice) Chris Dickinson, Barbara Funnell, Sharon Girling (twice), Dave Hanna, 



 19 

Peter Holt, Andy Laithwaite (twice), Christine Ronan (three times) and Mick Wayland (twelve 

times). The first recorded results were in Off Beat. 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 20 

 
1972 Cross Country, Chief Constable, with Reigate Division winners PCs Bean, Hardy, 

Williams, Hanks, Strong  

 

1975 
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1976 
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1978 

 

Force Cross Country Championship 17th April 1978 



 23 
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1979 Cross Country Championships 
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 26 

 
 

1980 
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1981 Cross Country 
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Winning HQ team: Denis Wiman, Kevin Steer, Galvin Armstrong, Mick Wayland, 

Garry Sumner, Chris Whitty, Kerry Choate, Julie Collins, ACC Brian Hayes  

 

 

1982 Cross Country 
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1983 Cross Country 
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1988 Inter – Divisional Cross Country Championships 

This year’s event held over the Loseley Farm Estate, was undoubtedly the most successful ever 

with 20 ladies and 60 men taking part. Add to that a ‘first’ in that a Chief Constable, a Deputy 

Chief Constable and an Assistant Chief Constable in the form of Chief Superintendent Keith 

Portlock who was to leave us for Devon and Cornwall in the New Year.  

 

Competition was fierce and the Eastern Team (ED Sub – Division) certainly looked the part, 

but could they run? With a balanced sprinkling of the force team over all divisions, the men’s 

competition was very close with only 18 points covering the first three teams at the end. 

Mark Daughters (N) fresh from leading the force team to victory in the South East Cross 

Country League the week before simply ran away from the field in devastating fashion and 

finished nearly a minute clear of Dave Hanna (W) and Paul Noke (HQ). 
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The ladies’ race was a similar story as Laws (W) took hold of the race and showed what a 

tremendous competitive drive she has by blasting off fast and hanging on, despite a strong and 

persistent challenge by Gail Queen (N) and Chris Dickinson last year’s winner.  

 

The Western Ladies beat Northern by a mere 2 points an excellent contest. 

 

The men’s ‘B’ Team competition was won convincingly by (H) with an outstanding run by 

Ray Elvy who is starting to believe what we have been telling him – he really does have ability 

Dave Stephens (W) took the Veteran O/40 award and the Peter Pan of (H) Bryon Alden the 

Veteran O/50 medal  

 
178 is Denis O’Connor future chief constable – running at Mount Browne 

1990 
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1991 
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1993    Runners Tested in Mud 

 

Headquarters finished second with 35 points – Powell, Read, Bridgman and Drew  Guildford 

were third with 51 points (Connor, Symington, Rose and Patterson  

 

In the men’s veterans race Ernie Rustill (Camberley) soon to be 50 ran superbly to finish 7th 

overall in 22mins 22secs, with Mick Williams (HQ) in 20th place in 25mins 33secs 

The PSU Competition for the ‘Wayland Shield was retained by ED – who won it several times. 

(Year of this photograph not known) 
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Force Cross Country Winners Waverley Division - R. New, R. Byer.  D. Hanna D. 

Ibbott.  Date uncertain – presented by Assistant Chief Constable Denis O’Connor  

 

 
Dorking running team from the 1990s 
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South-East Region (No 5) Police Cross Country League 

 

This competition was set up in the late 1960s and involved nine forces, Kent, Sussex, 

Hampshire, Surrey, Thames Valley, Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire, Essex and The City of 

London Police 

 

Five of the forces hosted an annual league race, from September - February with six runners 

scoring for each force in each race. When the League was over, one of the other four forces 

hosted The Championship race in March. In this race only four runners from each force were 

required to score so in this way it allowed smaller forces with not the same depth of runners as 

in the larger forces to compete more equally. The Surrey Constabulary was extremely 

successful in both the South East Police League and the South East Police Championships, 

with individuals such as Roger Bean, Mark Daughters, Chris Dickinson, Richard Bridgman, 

Andy Laithwaite and Mick Wayland winning titles. 

 

1973 South East Region Cross Country 
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1977 
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 41 

1978 
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1980 

 
 

 
The City of London Road relay and the Reading Police 10 

1981 
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1983: Garry Sumner, Noice, Assistant Chief Constable Brian Hayes, Andy Laithwaite, 

Galvin Armstrong, front row, Bill Davison, Peter Holt, Mick Wayland, Mark 

Daughters, Dave Hanna 

1983 
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Reigate Borough Police  

Robert Bartlett Continued 

 

1903 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 11th July – Cricket Fixtures- United Services 

v Reigate Borough Police. 

 

1903 31 December Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe:  

Indictable offences – 67 

Arrests for other forces 13 

Enquiries for other police forces and government departments 627 Cost of the force 

£3402 12s 4d 

Electric calls are now established, and information of fires may be given at Redhill 

and Reigate Police Stations, telephone Redhill 1 and Redhill 17 respectively.3 

 

Reigate Borough Police 1904 4 

 

1904 January 16: The Head Constable found that the windows had not been properly 

cleaned and that parts of the offices had not been properly dusted and that these officers 

were responsible (Signed by HC James Metcalfe) PS Taylor, PC Bramwell and PC 

Normington. 5 

 

1904 March 1: PC James Gadd injured his leg whilst stopping a runaway horse.6 

 

 
3 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1903 
4 Picture Alan Moore to Robert Bartlett 
5 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable Metcalfe 
6 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable Metcalfe 
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1904 January 25: The Clerk will work 8-6pm every day with an hour for lunch and 9-12 

noon on Sunday. 7 

 

1904 November 18: Surrey Mirror: Reigate Police at Recreation - In their hours of leisure 

the members of Reigate Borough Police Force enter with great zest into their recreations, 

and during the past week they have been busily in games contests. On Friday a whist 

tournament was held between teams representing the force and Reigate Post Office, the latter 

winning by eleven games to nine. 

 

On Wednesday the police met a team of the Reigate Men’s Society in a billiards and whist 

tournament, a pleasant and interesting contest terminating in a draw of ten games a side. The 

police billiards handicap for the handsome cruet offered by Mr. F W Blackiston was won 

by PC Reeve, Mr. Blackiston making the presentation at the police station on Friday 

afternoon. He took the opportunity afforded by the occasion of paying a high tribute to the 

force and expressed the pleasure it gave him to do anything that tended to enhance the 

enjoyment of the men’s hours of recreation. Mr. Metcalfe, the Head Constable thanking Mr. 

Blackiston on behalf of his men for the kindly interest he took in the force. 

 

1904 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe: 

Indictable offences 77 including concealment of birth Theatrical, Music and Dancing 

licenses issued Licensing Act 7 clubs 

Licensed premises: police paid 1195 visits 

Hackney Carriage Act – 27 licenses (police also checked the roadworthiness of 

vehicles) 

Pensions papers for the army, navy and police verified by calling at police stations 

153 (Still certifying the pensioner is alive on into the late 1960s) 

Callers at police stations 2181 8 

 

1905 March 30: A member of the public made a presentation of a set of carvers to PC 

Talbot for stopping his runaway horse. 9 

 

1905 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe: 

The Head Constable is the inspector under the Weights and Measures Act, Common 

Lodging Houses, Hackney Carriage Act, Petroleum Act, Explosives Act, Shop Hours 

Act, Music and Dancing Act, Diseases of Animals Act. 

PC 13 Perry died after 23 years’ service. 

Average age of the force was 35½ years, average height 5 feet 10 ¼ inches with 13½ 

years’ service with an average pay of £1 12s 3d. 10 

 

 
7 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable Metcalfe 
8 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1904 
9 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable Metcalfe 
10 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1905 
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1906 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe:11 

Force was augmented by three constables. Six men appointed in the year leaving two 

vacancies 12 

 

1907 August 24: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Police at Cricket – By invitation of 

Miss Rawson, the aunt of Cpt R H Rawson, a cricket match followed by a dinner took place at 

Crawley on Thursday of last week between the local fire brigade and a team of the Reigate 

Borough Police. The latter, who travelled each way by brake were under the captaincy of PS 

Taylor. The wet weather greatly interfered with the match and after scoring 70 for five wickets   

the Brigade declared. Two police wickets fell quickly but then a stand was made by PCs 

Watson and Hood. The former had the satisfaction of reaching his half century, and when rain 

stopped play the match was left drawn. 

 

1907 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe 13: 

Accidents 58 injured – three fatal 13 taken ill in the street. Hand and horse ambulance 

used 14  times, the latter eight times privately 

 

1908 April 3: Surrey Mirror: Games Contest - A games contest took place at Redhill 

Police Station on Wednesday of last week between Reigate Borough Police and Mr. Othen’s 

team. Games of whist, draughts and dominoes were played, the result being Reigate Borough 

Police 13, Mr. Othen’s team 20. 

 

1908 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe141 

Number of licenses granted to children to trade in the streets- 78 (A new by-law 1 December 

1908) 

 

As police duties have increased considerably during past years it was thought the duties of 

Coroner’s Officer might be performed by others and the police therefore resigned from these 

duties’ 

 

1908 Strength – 1 Head Constable, 2 inspectors, 1 clerk sergeant, 1 detective sergeant, 1 

weights and measures sergeant, 4 patrol sergeants and 27 constables. 142 

 
11 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1906 
12 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1906 
13 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1907 
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Chief Constable Mr J Metcalfe of the Borough Police en-route to a civic service at the 

Reigate Parish Church in 1909 with members of the Fire Brigade marching behind 

(Picture Alan Moore) 

 

1909 September: Reported that Reigate was ‘invaded’ and the station ‘besieged’ by about 

two hundred applicants anxious to become policemen. 143 

 

1909 August 6: Surrey Mirror: Cricket. Gatton Park Employees XI v Reigate Borough   

Police XI - Played at Gatton Park on Wednesday July 28th resulted in a win for the home 

team by 51runs. 

 

1909 September 4: West Sussex County Times: One of the rare occasions on which the 

members of Reigate Borough Police force have an opportunity to appear on the cricket 

ground  transpired when accepting the kind invitation of Col R H Rawson, they met the 

Bolney club on the cricket ground adjoining his premises at Gravenhurst. The day proved 

pleasantly fine, and the outing was vastly enjoyed. Bolney beating the Reigate Borough 

Police by an innings and 12 runs. 

 

The teams being entertained to supper by Col and Lady Beatrice Rawson who expressed 

their hopes that more cricket would be played on his ground in the future. He was informed 

that the police had few opportunities for practice, and this probably had something to do with 

the result of the match. Col Rawson then told his Bolney friends to remember that a 

policeman’s life was not all cricket and if more time was taken up with that sport it was 

possible that the good people of Reigate would not rest so comfortably in their beds as they 

were enabled to do at present, secure in the knowledge that they were under the protection 

of such a splendid body of men as the Borough Police. He hoped that this match had paved 

the way for a series of meetings between the two sides. 

 

1909 September 10: Surrey Mirror: Cricket- Gatton Park Employees v Reigate Borough 

Police - On Wednesday the Borough Police played their return match with the Gatton Park 

Employees at “Ivanhoe” by kind permission of Mr. James Powell but unfortunately the rain 

prevented the visitors completing their innings, though they had already passed their 
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opponent’s score. Afterwards the players sat down to an enjoyable meal when the hope was 

expressed that the two teams might meet again the next year. 

 

1909 October 12: Surrey Mirror: Police Presentations: retired officers honoured at 

Reigate: There was a large gathering of police officers of all ranks at the Municipal Buildings 

at Reigate   on Friday afternoon on the occasion of presentations to ex-Inspector Henry Lee 

and ex-PC Henry Greenfield late of the Borough force, both of whom retired in June of this 

year. The Head Constable (Mr. J Metcalfe) presided and there were also present Inspectors 

Howlett and Skeggs, Sergeants Taylor, Rosam, Kendrick, Watson and Bullimore, and a 

large number of constables. 

 

The Head Constable in making the presentation gave a brief record of the work done by the 

two officers whom they were assembled that day to honour and spoke in eulogistic terms in 

the way they which their duties have always been carried out. Speaking of ex-Inspector Lee, 

he said it had always been a great pleasure to work with him, and they all felt sorry to lose 

him, for there was always a touch of sadness about parting with friends who had proved 

themselves to be good and sound ones. Ex-Inspector Lee was always a reliable officer, and 

never too hard on his men – if he erred at all it was in the other direction. Ex-PC Greenfield 

also had an excellent good conduct record, had served 30 years, was always steady and 

punctual, civil and  obliging and was never heard to grumble. Like ex-Inspector Lee he tried 

to live respected, and they all hoped that the two officers would live long to enjoy their 

pensions and remember with some gratification the years they had spent in the Force. 

(Applause). The Head Constable then formally presented to the retired officers the gifts 

which had been subscribed for by members of the Force. Ex-Inspector Lee was the recipient 

of a handsome barometer, while Ex-PC Greenfield’s memento took the form of a timepiece, 

both gifts being mounted in oak and suitable engraved as “being marks of esteem from the 

members of the Reigate Borough Police.” 

 

Ex-Inspector Lee afterwards responded in humorous phrases and spoke of the many changes 

which had taken place in the Force since he joined it, particularly with reference to providing 

for the comfort of the men. (See 1927 when the death of Inspector Lee is recorded) 

 

1909 November 9: Coroner’s officer’s duties were passed from the police to a retired 

Police Inspector Henry Lee. The Chief Constable directed that police officers would 

“cheerfully render all such assistance.” 14 

 

1909 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe: The 

fingerprint system proves an excellent aid in the detection of crime. 15 

 

1910 July 22: Surrey Mirror: Cricket - Gatton Park Employees v Reigate Borough Police- 

Played at Gatton Park on Wednesday resulted in a win for the home team by 174 runs.  

 
14 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable Metcalfe 
15 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1909 
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1910 July 23: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser - Redhill Harriers – At a successful 

sports meeting at Redhill there was a relay team race between the Reigate Borough Police 

and the Postmen, both in uniform. The Police got off well but lost their lead which however 

was well regained by PS Hood. The last policeman got off with a useful lead and he was 

able to increase it, as the last postman slipped and fell as he started. The postman was unable 

to make up lost ground and the police won rather easily.  

 

1910 August 19 Surrey Mirror: Reigate Police - Pleasant day at Gravenhurst. At the kind 

invitation of Col R H Rawson, M.P a number of members of Reigate Borough Constabulary 

spent a pleasant day at Gravenhurst, Bolney on Thursday when they met the local club at 

cricket. This is the second occasion on which the members of the Borough Police have been 

entertained by Col Rawson, whose kindness had been greatly appreciated. Both teams were 

shown over the grounds and house by their generous host, who was unsparing in his efforts 

to promote the comfort and pleasure of his guests. The match resulted in a win for the Bolney 

club by seven wickets. For Reigate Police PS Hood was top scorer with 16 runs, while PC 

Prangell, four wickets for 6 runs, PS Watson three for 2 and PS Hood three for 19 were most 

successful with the ball. At the conclusion an admirable tea was served.  

 

1910 September 2: Surrey Mirror Cricket – Gatton Park Employees v Reigate Borough 

Police played at Ivanhoe, Reigate on Tuesday August 23rd resulted in a win for Gatton Park 

by 38 runs. 

 

1910 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe: 

A significant number of books were presented to the police library and in the annual 

report the chief constable is showing his learning by alluding to a number of authors. 

 

The 1910 annual report list convictions for drunkenness since 1901. 16 

 

1901 72 1902 60 1903 101 1904 87 1905 124 

1906 90 1907 103 1908 84 1909 88 1910 67 

 
16 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1910 
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Chief Constable Metcalfe walking alongside the procession commemorating King 

Edward VII on May 20th, 1910 (Picture Alan Moore) 17 

 

1911 Coronation Police Medal 1911 Reigate Borough 18 

Chief Constable Mr James Metcalf e 

Inspector Fred Howlett 

 

1911 March 25: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Football- The Borough Police v 

Postmen. The match played on Monday between Reigate Borough Police and the Postmen 

resulted in a win by the police by 3 goals to 1. 

 

1911 April 15 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Football- Borough Police v 

Postmen- Defeat once more awaited the postmen when they met the borough police in a 

Match held at Redhill Sports Ground on Wednesday afternoon. The day was an excellent 

one and both teams had an equal chance. The policemen however soon scored twice through 

Kitchener and Green followed later with another, making a total of three for the police. The 

postmen made several valiant efforts, but the policemen’s goal was well guarded and they 

failed to score. 

 

1911 July 1 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Cricket- An interesting match was 

played at Ivanhoe on Wednesday of last week when Reigate Postal were opposed by an 

eleven of the Borough Police. The “gentlemen in blue” having defeated the Postmen at 

football, the latter were very anxious to turn the tables at the summer pastime. Their success 

was easily obtained. The match, however, was marred by a couple of accidents, Insp Skeggs 

having his hand badly injured in taking a catch on the boundary and PC Leonard having his 

eye somewhat badly cut while batting. Skilton and Frost bowled well for the Postmen and 

disposed of their opponents for a total of 62., Ash, Kitchener and Birch alone running into 

double figure. The Postal team responded with three wickets for 160 runs. G Scrivens 

carrying out his bat for a vigorous 104. 

 
17 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm 
18 From Tony Collman 2021 

http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm
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1911 July 29: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Reigate Police Fete at “The Barons” 

on behalf of the Borough Police and Postmen’s Recreation Funds. The programme opened 

with a football match between a team of Police who were in uniform, and a team known as 

the “Idlers” who were in costume. A tug-of-war between the police and postmen was 

productive of much excitement, victory going to the former team, who won the handsome 

cup presented by the East Surrey Traction Co.  

 

1911 August 4 Surrey Mirror: Cricket- Reigate Borough Police v Gatton Park- Played at 

Gatton Park on Thursday, the homesters winning by 68 runs. At the conclusion of the match 

the Reigate Borough Police Team were entertained to tea by their opponents. 

 

1911 August 12: Croydon Chronicle and East Surrey Advertiser: Police entertained by 

M.P - Our local “Roberts” were on Friday able to vary the monotony of watching local pubs 

and detecting crime by a trip to a place some distance from their local beats. In short 

‘Gravenhurst’ Sussex the seat of Col Rawson, the Member for Reigate Division where they 

were entertained right royally by Col and Lady Rawson. A feature of a most enjoyable day 

was a cricket match between the Reigate Borough Police and a picked eleven from the 

Bolney clubs. The thief takers proved more than a match for the Sussex players and 

captained by Insp Skeggs they scored a victory. Skeggs was quite in the form he was wont 

to be in the old days when a plain clothes detective in the force, when he so worthily upheld 

the reputation of the police team. 

 

1911 August 26: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Services at Play - A series of 

challenges between the three services in the Borough of Reigate, the Police, Fire Brigade 

and the Postmen was held at Reigate Priory Cricket Ground. The programme included an 

inter service tug-of war, relay race and throwing a cricket ball, while an independent uniform 

race was arranged for members of each service. The inter services events resulted in a 

complete triumph for the Police as they were victors on each occasion. They won the tug-

of-war with the greatest of ease, defeating the Fire Brigade by two pulls to none in the first 

heat and the Postmen in the final by a similar margin. Thus, holding for one year the cup 

presented to the Police Force some time ago by Princess Wiamsenski. They were also easy 

winners in the relay race, in which the Postmen also ran exceedingly well.  

 

PS Hood gave the Police a capital win in throwing the cricket ball, his final distance being 

85 yards 9 inches. Hawkins also threw splendidly but spoilt any chance he might have had 

by skying the ball too much. The uniform race provided great amusement, the Postmen 

perhaps occasioning most merriment. An equal number of men ran half the distance round 

the 220-yard course, each exchanging helmets and tunics with a second competitor. A 

condition was that the tunics were to be fully buttoned up, but one competitor was in a 

hopeless condition as he could not get into his tunic by inches, while another careered round 

the course wearing a helmet many sizes too large. PS Bullimore won the Police uniform 

race beating PC Dale into second place. PC Dale would have been the easy winner but stood 

whilst buttoning up his tunic. 
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1911 September 2: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Police at Cricket – Pleasant 

game at Bolney- The return Cricket match between the Bolney Club and Reigate Borough 

Police was played on Thursday on the Priory Cricket Ground. The game was an interesting 

one, the teams being fairly evenly matched for when the last wicket fell the visitors were 

only leading by a single run. The score being Bolney 146 and Borough Police 145. In the 

evening both teams sat down to dinner at the Market Hotel, Reigate. 

 

1911 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe: 19 

 

The annual report has added in script on the cover “The Chief Constable and Chief Officer 

of the Fire Brigade.” This was not unusual in the borough police forces where often the local 

borough council would have buildings containing what are now the three emergency 

services all under the control of the senior police officer responsible to the chairman of the 

Watch Committee. 

 

1912 July 27: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Cricket- Gatton Park Employees v 

Reigate Borough Police. Played at Gatton Park on July 18th resulted in a win for the home 

team.  

 

1912 August 8: West Sussex Gazette: Bolney- Col R H Rawson, M.P. took a kindly 

interest in the annual cricket match in Gravenhurst Park on Friday between the Reigate 

Borough Police and Bolney. The home side made 58 and 37 and the police 43. Col Rawson 

presided at the dinner and very enthusiastic cheers were given for him, Lady Beatrice 

Rawson and the family. 

 

1912 August 24: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Cricket- Gatton Park Employees 

v Reigate Borough Police, played at Ivanhoe on Tuesday resulted in a win for the visitors.  

 

1912 September 14: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Cricket - Reigate Police v 

Reigate Postal was won by the Postal team by 60 runs 

 
19 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1911 
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Reigate Borough 1912 Chief Constable Metcalfe, two inspectors and four sergeants 

 

1912 September 28: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Reigate Police at cricket- 

The return cricket match between the Bolney Cricket Club and a team representing Reigate 

Borough Police Force took place on Thursday on the Reigate Priory Cricket Ground. The 

game was played under pleasant conditions and was greatly enjoyed by those taking part. In 

the end the visitors were able to claim victory, thanks to a contribution of 66 not out by the 

Vicar of Bolney, his teams total score being 178. For the police, PS Hood took three wickets 

for 50 runs, PC Watson 3 for 48 and PC Sturt 4 for 37. The police responded with 75, the 

top scorer being PS Hood with 21.A feature of the innings was the splendid hitting of PS 

Watson who on one occasion hit the ball over the pavilion, scoring out of his total of 19, 16 

in three successive hits, made up of two sixes and a four. The homesters went in for a second 

time knocking up 62, the principal contributor being PC Kitchener with a well- played 31. 

 

1912 October 26: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Football – Reigate Police v 

Reigate Early Closers. On the Priory Ground on Wednesday, a game was played between 

the Reigate Borough Police and the Reigate Early Closers. The result being a draw of three 

goals each. 

 

1912 December 31: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe 

including a report on the activities of the Fire Brigade: 20 

 

Commendations were awarded to Sergeants Kendrick, Bullimore and Hood by the Watch 

Committee for their diligence and tact in effecting the arrest for fraud a notorious criminal. 

 
20 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1911 


