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Reigate Borough Police and Reigate Division Surrey Constabulary

Chief Constables Reigate Borough Police

George Gifford 1864 (25 March) - 1864 (2 April?)

George Rogers 1864 -1891

William G. Morant 1891 (June)-1894 (Oct)

Phillip J. Woodman 1894- 1894

James Metcalfe 1894-1930

William Beecher 1931 (1 Jan)-1943 (28 Feb) when appointed superintendent in the
Surrey Constabulary, Reigate 1943-1951

Superintendent Reigate Division

Sidney Tappenden 1951

Joe Armstrong

Ken Blandford

Chief Superintendent Reigate Division

Basil West (Later chief superintendent Traffic believed 1968) deputy George Cork
1960s

John Irvin 1968 -1970

Derek Tunn - Clarke 1970 - 1980

Eric Hughes 1980-84

Chief Superintendent Eastern Division

Eric Hughes 1984

Tony Forward 1985-1987

Des Flanders Feb 1988

Alan Blondell 1988-1990 deputy Trevor Saunders

David Kenworthy 1990-1991 deputy Trevor Saunders

Robert Bartlett 1991-1992 deputy Arthur Crawford

1992 Chief Superintendents taken from divisions - back again now!



Reigate Borough Police
1864-1947

Exract

Given by
past and prgsent memberggs of Reigate

Borough Polfce &-Sugrcg (gnstabulary
' 1980 - g

Window in Guildford Cathedral

Assisted by Jenny Tuffs and Henry and Jean Pelham

Reigate Borough Police was formed 25th March 1864 from part of the Surrey Constabulary
police district. Wartime consolidation of police forces meant that on 1st March 1943 the
Borough became part of the Surrey Joint Police Force finally amalgamating, as was
Guildford Borough Police, with the county Surrey Constabulary in 1947.

This is not an academic work; there is little analyses leaving the reader to absorb the
operational and administrative detail that has been unearthed encouraging the use of
imagination as to the way of life of the borough police officers and the impact they had on
the Borough and their community. The force was to be in exitance from 1864 to April 1947
having been absorbed into the Surrey Constabulary along with the Guildford Borough Police
in 1943. In addition to operational and administrative detail there are the reports of sporting
activity between forces and against local teams. The sporting research undertaken by Jenny
Tuffs, a former member of the Surrey Constabulary, brings to life the individuals who



devoted their working lives the Borough. Significant research has also been undertaken by
Jean and Henry Pelham.

There were several police forces in Surrey. The Metropolitan Police policed to the north
from The Thames and Southwark out as far as Epsom so there never was one police force
for the whole county until modern times.

GUILDFORD BOROUGH POLICE: formed 20th January 1836. In 1851 the force was
amalgamated with the larger Surrey Constabulary only to be re-formed three years later in
October 1854. Guildford Borough Police was again absorbed into Surrey Joint Police Force
on 1st February 1943 when its final strength was sixty-three officers. Large numbers of
special constables were deployed in the borough during the two world wars. In 1947 the
Borough was finally amalgamated with the county police.

DORKING POLICE: Formed 1838 and incorporated within the county in 1851
GODALMING BOROUGH POLICE: Formed in January 1836 and incorporated within
the county in 1851. The Force was re-established in1858 and again amalgamated within the
county on the 1 April 1889.

SURREY CONSTABULARY: The Surrey Constabulary was formed on 1st January 1851
when the small forces of Guildford, Godalming and Dorking were incorporated. The name
was changed on the 1 January 1993 to Surrey Police. (Surrey Joint Police 1943-1947)
REIGATE BOROUGH POLICE: Reigate Borough was formed on 25th March 1864
withdrawing from the Surrey Constabulary. The Borough police was temporarily
amalgamated on 1st March 1943 when it became part of the Surrey Joint Police Force finally
in 1947 being incorporated within the county force. Large numbers of special constables
were deployed in the borough during the two world wars.

SURREY SPECIAL CONSTABULARY: During 1914 - 1918 War Surrey Constabulary
had 2000 Specials in addition there were special constables in the borough forces of Reigate
and Guildford. The Special Constables Act of 1923 made a permanent reserve force. 1926
saw the issue of the first complete uniform - Surrey being the foremost in the country.
SURREY JOINT POLICE FORCE: Existed as a wartime measure from 1 February 1943
when the Guildford and Reigate Borough Police forces were incorporated reverting to the
name Surrey Constabulary on 1 April1947.

SURREY POLICE: 1 January 1993 when the Surrey Constabulary name was replaced with
Police. It was said at the time by some, that this was to avoid confusion between the term
constabulary and police.

The Surrey County Council History Centre at Woking has a significant collection of
documents from the Reigate Borough Police. As always where any collection is reliant on
chance survival, papers are missing and although this can be frustrating it is not crucial for
this work which has not set out to capture every detail of the 83 years of policing the
Borough. No attempt has been made to record every crime or even serious crime that was
reported although in the early days there were few and were dealt with by the Head
Constable and from those early days most significant events appear in this record. As the
years passed more and more crime was recorded, symptomatic of the hard years of the
1930s, the growth in the population of the borough and the general availability of things



worth stealing. Detection rates by modern standards were high but from the start the force
suffered from London based criminals who came out on a “day run” for a little looting before
returning to the anonymity of the Big Smoke.

The first ‘police’ in Reigate manorial days were borough and parish constables and it was
not until 1851 with the formation of the Surrey Constabulary there was a professional police
organisation established in London Road, Redhill. There was a later move to more suitable
premises in Reigate and during these early days, there was a sergeant and six constables for
whom the parish paid into the County rate.

The 1835 Municipal Corporations Act created for the larger towns a corporation, mayor,
alderman and burgesses. The mayor was declared to be a Justice of the Peace for the borough
without a property requirement. The common law method of appointing constables was
placed on a new basis with the establishment of a Watch Committee made up of the mayor
and councilmen. !

Watch Committees were empowered at their discretion to appoint the head constable, make
regulations for the management of the police and to discharge or otherwise punish any
constable found remiss in his duties, provided at least three members are present when the
award is made. Borough constables are given powers to act in the county as well as in the
town and were authorised not only to apprehend disorderly persons at any time, but during
the night may take bail by recognisance from persons brought before them for petty
misdemeanours, such recognisance to be conditioned for the appearance of the parties before
the magistrate.

In September 1863, which would lead to the beginning of a democratically elected and
accountable local government.

Almost 30 years later, in September 1863 Queen Victoria signed the Royal Charter of
Incorporation and Reigate became an incorporated borough encompassing Reigate, Redhill,
and the districts of Meadvale, Earlswood, Woodhatch, Tollgate and South Park. Merstham
and Horley were not in the Borough. There soon followed the creation of the Borough of
Reigate's own police force in 1864 under the direct control of the Watch Committee with
the mayor as chairman. There is no evidence of obvious conflicts recorded between the chief
constable of the county and the Reigate council. There are no apparent references as to why
the Borough adopted its own police force. It may well have been because they could and
there was most likely an element of corporation pride.

The charter would completely change the dynamics of the town which up until 1863 had
been ruled under a feudal system which had two lords of the manor running affairs. At the
time of the signing of the charter, the lords of the manor had opposed the local campaign for
municipal borough status being granted to Reigate as it threatened their grip on power.

1 A History of Police in England WL Melville-Lee 1901 reprint Kessinger Rare Reprints 2012 page 275



The police were seen as a branch of the corporation with limited authority granted to the
head constable or, as he was to become known, the chief constable. (The designation chief
constable and head constable were interchangeable for most of the life of the borough
police.) There was a huge difference between the background, authority and independence
of action of a county chief constable and the head of a borough police. County chiefs were
not normally police officers, frequently military men, often on a social level with the county
quarter sessions magistrates with whom they worked and to whom they were ultimately
responsible. Borough chiefs were invariably police officers and in the early days where
forces had very few members, they were usually sergeants or inspectors from another area
arriving on promotion. For the ambitious a career path of promotion in the police evolved
allowing officers to transfer for advancement across the country from the Metropolitan
Police, counties, or boroughs. 2

A superintendent was appointed in 1864 at £90 p.a. plus quarters, a sergeant at 21/- a week
and eight constables at 18/- a week. The first head constable was George Gifford who lasted
only nine days and was succeeded by George Rogers who held the post until May 1888
serving 24 years as chief. The station house was at 3, Carlton Terrace, Redhill, alongside
the Market Hall, but as there were no lock-up facilities prisoners had to be catered for
elsewhere until a house in West Street, Reigate, was rented at £25 p.a. with the cellar
converted to two cells.

In August of 1864 consideration was given to site a central police station near Shaw’s Corner
and land for the purpose was purchased from Mr. Waterlow. The project never got under
way and the land deal was eventually reversed.

The head constable was the only senior officer of a body of men that the Watch Committee
of the town council had absolute power to select, direct and dismiss, powers in the county
held by the chief constable.® There were in most borough forces inspectors who acted as
deputy to the head constable and were normally career police officers.

Within the Reigate Borough the early head constable as he was referred to, attended formal
meeting very regularly with the Watch Committee and he wrote up his reports to them, in
long hand in a bound volume. The results of his “begging to report” are not given though
somewhere in the bowels of the town hall the minutes of these meetings may have survived.
There is little doubt that in addition to the formal meetings the mayor or chairman of the
Watch Committee would have frequent contact with the police officers. The chairman or
mayor was also a magistrate and would see the police officers regularly as they appeared in
court as witnesses. Micromanagement was the norm — the head constable even having to
formally beg the permission of the Watch Committee to purchase new toilet seats for the
cells! A PC was disciplined for not saluting a member of the Watch Committee!

2 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm
8 Carolyn Steeedman “Policing the Victorian Community” page 43



Being a branch of corporation government, the police officers, including the head constable,
were given a variety of tasks, which today would be seen as local authority functions. The
list is long, but this had advantages. It kept the officers busy but better still it involved them
in all aspects of the community from cattle markets to shops, the sale of petroleum products
to weights and measures. Many of these functions attracted fees, which were used to
counterbalance the costs of running the police in the borough.

The discipline in early police forces was harsh and restraint upon the private life of the
constable was by today’s standards extremely intrusive. Drunkenness was an issue, a huge
problem and many officers across the country lost their jobs for drinking on duty, being
found on licensed premises or even working there. Reigate had its share of discipline
problems including the loss of a newly appointed chief officer who committed fraud in his
last police force and ended up in prison. Officers had to wear their uniform both on and off
duty and were unable to leave the borough without permission. They had no days off for
some years and annual leave was very limited and even on leave, some forces insisted the
constable reports to the police station where he is spending his holiday in case they needed
his help!

Being Borough men had advantages over the county. The men could put down roots, bring
up their families and be close to parents and their extended families. If they were disciplined,
they could not as in the county, be forced to pack up and move house at their own expense.
County men moved frequently. There were always exceptions, but many moved their homes
and families every two or three years or even two or three times in a year! A borough man
had pavements and even some lighting whereas the county man walked 20 miles a day often
in mud and the dust of a hot summer day.

It was a harsh life, but these were usually big tough men who no doubt resolved many issues
with their hands around a dark corner. Not for them endless paperwork!
Examples of the motto on cap badges:



Part of the window above the orlglnal Mun|C|paI Bmldmgs entrance depicting the arms of
the original Borough of Reigate. The castle represents Reigate Castle and the shield above
is that of William de Warenne who built the original Reigate Castle in the 11th century. The
background to the arms is an oak tree.

The motto of Reigate Borough Police that appeared on some cap badges "Never Wonne Ne
Never Shall" refers to the victory of the men of Holmesdale over the Danes which
supposedly took place in the late 9th century at a site between modern day Merstham and
Redhill, known as Battlebridge.



In August of 1864 consideration was given to the siting of a central police station near Shaws
Corner now on the A25 close to Redhill, and land for the purpose was purchased from Mr
Waterlow. The project never got under way and the land deal was eventually reversed. A
new police station was built alongside the Market Hall in 1866 and became the headquarters
for the two towns. Reigate's station remained, although it was moved from West Street to
premises between the Public Hall and the Congregational Church. The title of
Superintendent of Police was changed to Head Constable in 1870.

Reigate Municipal Buildings, housing the Town Hall on the left with the police station
and court side on the right

Entrance to the court and police station at Reigate Town Hall

Cherchefelle was the original name for a part of Reigate. The house itself was built by
Thomas Scawen of Great Doods on the site of an Inn called the 'Five Bells' that closed in

10



1770. For a time during the first part of the twentieth century it served as the Offices of the
East Surrey Gas Company. Then from 1943 to 1972 it housed Reigate Police Station. It is
now split for residential purposes. The building is grade Il listed. Below is Cherchefelle,
Reigate Police Station *

BOUTH YIEW OF TRY. RETRYAT.

4 Painting owned by Mrs Lesley Saunders widow of Trevor whose father worked in the Borough as a county
officer
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Cherchefelle, former Reigate Police Station replaced by the police station on the
main road between Reigate and Redhill in 1972

Redhill Policé“Station, London Road
In 1863 Reigate Town Council became a borough by Royal Charter

1864: Constables were restricted by not being allowed to go beyond the borough boundary

when off duty without the consent of the superintendent or the mayor a restriction which
was standard for other borough and county police officers. A further common restriction

12



was the men had to wear their uniform on or off duty. Saluting was the rule when constables
or sergeants met the head constable, the inspector members of the town council, their clerks
and all Justices of the Peace and their clerks.

1864 November 5 Riots Reigate: The Watch Committee minutes for the county
constabulary of November 1864, authorised the Superintendent to, 'buy new hat to replace
one destroyed by crowd” in Reigate. °

George Rogers Chief Constable Reigate

1864. Discipline was invoked when PC Stovell was fined for misconduct, PC Dashwood,
and later PC Stovell, were discharged (reason not given), PC Foss was reprimanded and
later fined five shillings, PC Ison was told to be more respectful and later fined one day’s
pay; PC Harling was convicted of stealing, and PC Serjeant was reprimanded for “exposing
an immoral article.” ®

1865: Drink was the downfall of several PCs of the Reigate Borough Police including in
1865 PCs Baugh and Beddington were dismissed for being drunk. ’

Inspector Miller of the Surrey County Constabulary, lately stationed at Reigate, who has
been dismissed the Force, after a long and meritorious service, for subscribing to a
newspaper termed the Police Service Advertiser. And whether, in his opinion, the alleged
ground of dismissal is justifiable; if not justifiable, whether he will recommend the
reinstatement of Inspector Miller? Mr. Gathorne Hardy said, in reply, that he had no
authority whatever over the county constabulary, which was placed under the magistrates
of the county. It appeared, from inquiries made in consequence of the question of the Hon.
Gentleman, that a man named Miller was dismissed by the chief constable of the Surrey

5> Bernard Brown 1987 “The Reigate Police” believed not published — six pages
8 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm
" http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm
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Constabulary, who had absolute power to dismiss him, under, of course, the lawful authority
of the magistrates. The justices, however, he understood, were about to investigate the case.

1866: A new police station was built alongside the Market Hall in 1866 and became the
headquarters for the two towns. Reigate's station remained, although it was moved from
West Street to premises between the Public Hall and the Congregational Church. &°

PC 4 James King, Reigate Borough Police- later Inspector

1866 James King: Born in Chipstead, Surrey on 26th January 1840. He was baptised in the
Parish Church on February 23, 1840. His father was also James King, born about 1811 in
Merstham; an agricultural labourer and his mother was Elizabeth Dodd, born about January
1818 in Chipstead. On February 1%, 1866, he joined the Reigate Borough Police as PC No
4, but he resigned from his post about a year later. The Watch Committee offered to ‘place
him on first class pay’, to keep James in the service a stratagem that seemed not to work as
there is an entry in 1869 when he is back in the force.

1869 April 29: PC King from 3" to 2" class —in the first three months no complaints have
been made against him — having previously served18 months in this Force. 10 11

He married Susan Merritt on May 6, 1867, and is recorded in the indexes of the Reigate
District. (They could have married in Chipstead, but only a marriage certificate will show
thatfact). Susan Merritt was born in Old Alresford, Hants in January 1842 and christened in
the parish church on February 6, 1842. The 1871 census placed PC James King and Susan
with their two sons were living in Linkfield Street, Redhill. His widowed father, meanwhile,
was alodger, boarding at Lancets Cottage in Chipstead. He died soon after the census

On September 21, 1874, James King was promoted to Acting Sergeant and confirmed as
Sergeant James King on 8th February 1875 (He was 35 years old). About this time, the King
family would have moved into one of the newly built houses in Cromwell Road, Redhill.
They lived at number 71 and later at 73. The family remained in Redhill, at least until 1891.
When James King was promoted to Police Inspector in September 1893, that event may
have occasioned their move to live in Reigate.

James King retired in November 1898 (58 years old) having served for thirty years in his
second employment with the Borough Police. He was presented with an illuminated
testimonial, on vellum in an oak frame, and hand illustrated in gold, silver and blended
colours. The Surrey Mirror raised a public testimonial fund for James King, which amounted
to £71 -2s- 6d. James King’s retirement, which is reported as being an active time, lasted

8 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm

® A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart

10 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
11 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm
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for just over 30 years and he died on Sunday, January 7, 1929 — 19 days short of his
89" birthday. His funeral service took place in St. Mary’s Parish Church in Reigate on
Thursday January 11™, followed by burial, with his wife Susan, in Reigate Cemetery.

w7

Inspector James King

1869: The office of High Constable for Borough police forces was formally abolished.
1869 Report to Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief

Superintendent. s (It is unusual at that time to see a reference to “chief superintendent” in
the borough. The Surrey Constabulary had a designated senior superintendent who was
officer in charge of the Guildford Division and designated deputy chief constable for the
force.)

The earliest conduct book for Reigate Borough Police starts in 1869 and the archivist at
Surrey Police HQ is unaware of an earlier volume in existence. None of the entries in the
earliest volume state that officers transferred from Surrey Constabulary.4

12 A History of Police in England WL Melville-Lee 1901 reprint Kessinger Rare Reprints 390
13 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
14 Luke Franklin Surrey Police HQ email to author June 82012
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The original Reigate police gtation is shown left of the church in Reigate High Street!®

1869 5 February: The late PC Chapman who was dismissed by the Watch Committee has
left the neighbourhood taking with him two pairs of police trousers two pairs of boots and
a police lamp and for whom George Rogers held a warrant for his apprehension.

1869 February 5: The Head Constable asked the Watch Committee to order a sergeant and
constable to move from the police station so he could have the premises put in proper order
before he and his family moved in. ’

1869 April 1: A burglary at the old church in Reigate was reported to the Watch Committee

as was a second in St Matthews Church; from both the contents of offertory box were taken.
18

1869 April 1: Fire at Featherstone Cottages, Warwick Town reported to the Watch
Committee. It was put out by two constables and neighbours with buckets of water. 2/

1869 April 29: PC King from 3" to 2" class — in the first three months no complaints have
been made against him — he having previously served 18 months in this Force. 2

1869 April 29: Head Constable visited the Marquis of Granby Public House, Water Street,
Redhill and inspected to see if it was suitable for a Common Lodging House. The Head
Constable also inspected premises licensed to sell petroleum.*®

15 Picture Alan Moore

16 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
17 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
18 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
19 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
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1869 April 29: A reference is made to Warwick Town Police Station and Reigate Station
20

(Warwick Town became Redhill)

1869 June 11: The Force was inspected by Captain Willis the Government Inspector of
Constabulary on the 27 May and expressed himself perfectly satisfied with the appearance
of the men, the clothing and books but dissatisfied with the police station at Reigate. 2

1869 September 3: 1869 8 October the Head Constable reported to the Watch Committee
an attempted break at the house of Mr Hardy of Rooks Wood near the Croydon Road on the
3 September 1869. There was no trace of the person(s) responsible.

1869 October 8: PC Charles Bennet was fined one day’s pay by the Head Constable having
been found on the morning of the 6 September 1869 by Police Sergeant Townsend inside
the White Heart tap drinking at 1245am whilst on duty. 22

1869 October 8: Mark Deacon aged 21 was taken into the Force by order of the mayor. %

1869 October 8: The Head Constable asked the Watch Committee for two more constables
during the winter months in consequence of the large increase of new buildings and new
streets and roads and the rough class of labourer working on the new buildings, at the asylum
and sewer works. Also for the purpose of preventing the numerous robberies that are
taking place nightly. It was nearly five years since two men were added to the strength. 24

1869 October 8: The Head Constable asked the Watch Committee for two more constables
during the winter months in consequence of the large increase of new buildings and new
streetsand roads and the rough class of labourer working on the new buildings, at the asylum
and sewer works. Also, for the purpose of preventing the numerous robberies that are taking
placenightly. It was nearly five years since two men were added to the strength. 2°

1869 December 10: PC Charles Bennett was disciplined and dismissed. 2
1869 December 10: PC Charles Radbourne to receive his full pay, he being on the sick list

for last month and 3/6d being stopped. Ordered by the Watch Committee 2’ (He died
February1870)

20 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
21 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
22 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
23 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
24 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
% Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
% Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
27 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
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1869 December 10: The Head Constable asked the Watch Committee to have traps and
pans put into the closets in the police cells at the police station Warwick Town in
consequence of the offensive smell arising from them at times. Watch Committee agreed
the fitting of two siphon pans. 28

1870: The title of Superintendent of Police was changed to Head Constable with additional
duties as Inspector of Common Lodging Houses and Weights and Measures. This was not
unusual and in fact was far fewer responsibilities than the similar post for Guildford Borough
Police. County superintendents also held such responsibilities. 2°

In these early years, hours and conditions were onerous, as were the rules — ‘No PC to leave
the borough without permission, nor to be in the borough out of uniform whether on or off
duty’ - and the behaviour of the locals left something to be desired, for in May of 1882 the
Watch Committee resolved, “That the Head Constable take steps to render the High Street
more orderly on a Saturday evening.”

1870 March 20: A gratuity of £10 was paid from the superannuation fund to the widow of
PCRadbourne who died on the 24 February having served 2 years and 4 months. A
replacement constable for PC Radborne was appointed on the 17 March. 3

1870 29 June: A burglary in a house where entry was gained through the billiard room and
cigars and billiard balls stolen. Not detected. 3!

1870 September 13: Premises at the rear of the post office in Reigate were broken into but
nothing was stolen. Undetected 2

1870 September 13: The Head Constable reported to the Watch Committee a burglary on
Reigate Hill where entry to a house was made through the drawing room window after
cuttinga hole was cut through the shutters. The burglars also broke through the dining room
door accessing downstairs but were disturbed after being heard by the householder and made
their escape with a table cover. PCs Deacon and Roser of the County Constabulary stopped
a man at the corner of Wray Lane with the stolen table cover. On Deacon taking his prisoner
down Reigate Hill towards the police station he was met by another man who was supposed
to be a confederate of the man he had in custody. Near the Yew Tree Public House, the
constable wasknocked down and both men made their escape. The criminals have not been
found. 33

1870 November 12: The Head Constable George Rogers at 8.45am at the house of Mr
Eastona bricklayer of Warwick Road, Redhill where “I discovered a male and a female lying

28 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
29 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
30 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
31 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
%2 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
33 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
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dead inthe front room upstairs and who had supposed to have died from the effects of poison.
The coroner was informed, and a description of the deceased was passed to the whole of the
Metropolitan Police and to the Chief Constables of East and West Sussex. It was found that
thedeceased were Robert Walker a pot man of the White Horse PH at Lee (Kent), and the
female was Martha Helen Mason a housemaid, also of the White Hart, Lee who had
absconded from thereon the 4 November.” An inquest was held on the 16 November with a
verdict that the two persons had poisoned themselves whilst in an unsound state of mind. 3*

1870 November 16: The Head Constable reported to the Watch Committee PC William
Picketcame on duty drunk at 3pm on the 25 October and was entered in the discipline book.
35(See 20 December 1870 below.)

1870 November 18: Double Suicide Redhill: An inquest was held at the Warwick Arms
Hotel,Redhill touching the death of the young man and woman who were found dead in the
bedroomat Warwick Road, Warwick-town. George Rogers, superintendent of the Reigate
Borough Police said he found the bodies at Mr Easton’s house on searching he found a letter
dated 11 Nov 1870 in which both people being weary of life had agreed to die by poison and
asked that God forgive two unhappy lovers. The poison had been bought in the
neighbourhood. Both thedeceased had been in service in the White Horse public house at Lee
in Kent. The jury returneda verdict of temporary insanity. 36

1870 December 20 PC Pickett was suspended and resigned. ¥’
1871 PC Lewis was dismissed for drinking with poachers. %

1871 January 4: The Head Constable reported to the Watch Committee that three recruits
hadbeen appointed. °
1871 February 21: The Head Constable sought a salary increase from the Watch
Committee as the workload was increasing caused by the ever-growing number of prisoners.

1867 144 prisoners

1868 151 prisoners

1869 189 prisoners

1870 255 prisoners
The Head Constable Mr Rogers reported that since moving to the station house in 1869 the
burden of taking charges, duties of attending night charges and attending to prisoners has
increased significantly. By moving to the station, the corporation have saved the salary of
sergeant or constable and saved £30 a year for rent and gas at his late home. 4°

34 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
3% Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
36 | eeds Mercury 18 November 1870

37 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers Chief Superintendent SCC CC98/22/11
38 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm

%9 Report Borough of Reigate Watch Committee by George Rogers SCC CC98/22/11

40 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
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1871 November 15: At 1245am there was a fire at the Temperance Hotel, Holmesdale
Road,Reigate. The Head Constable Rogers was informed, and he called out the Fire Brigade
beforegoing to the scene. The hotel was completely gutted, and the cause was unknown.
Damage caused valued at about £900.4

1871 the establishment of Reigate Borough Police had increased to sixteen: 42

1871 December 16: A burglary at the shop of watchmaker a jeweller Mr Cooper between
11pm and 7am. The burglars(s) took out a small pane of glass from the back door putting
an arm through and unbolting the top bolt. A quantity of jewellery was stolen details of
which were circulated in the Police Gazette. Mr Rogers made enquiries assisted by the
MetropolitanPolice and the City of London Police, but the crime remained undetected.
PC WilliamBuckland was on the beat. 43

1872 February 1: Stolen between 7pm and 9pm from the bedroom of Mr Pearce, The
Brokes,Reigate Hill a large quantity of jewellery. Entry was via the bedroom window by a
ladder thatwas on the premises. Enquiries by Mr Rogers assisted by the London Police; the
property wascirculated throughout England. Undetected. 44

1872 February 6: Burglary at the New Inn public house, Brighton Road between 1.30 and
6am. Stolen was a writing desk and £27 in gold from kitchen along with some old clothing.
45

1872 February 7: Burglary at the premises of Mr Millen, watchmaker and jeweller, Station
Road, Redhill between 1.30 and 8am. A large quantity of jewellery was stolen. Entry was
by breaking a pane of glass in the back door, forcing a parlour door (not worried by the large
retriever dog) and entered the shop. Property was also stolen from cases in the window. PC
Buckland was on the beat. Undetected 46

1872 June 16: Robbery at the house of Mr Drinkwater, Richmond Villa, Gatton Road,
Warwick Town when a £10 note was stolen, £14 in silver and 6 shillings in copper. Entry
wasvia a small window at the rear of the premises. Undetected 4’

1872 December 19: Stolen from the bedroom of the home of Mr Brown esg., of Woodhatch
between 4pm and 6pm a quantity of jewellery. Entry was via the front door, then upstairs
takinga jewel box and tea caddies into the spare room from where exit was made via a
window ontothe veranda. Undetected. 8

41 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
42 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart
43 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart
44 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart
4 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
46 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
47 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
“8 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
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1873 saw the head constable granted an additional allowance of “...£20 yearly for travelling
and horse hire...” 49

1873 February 6: Stolen between 11pm and 7.30am from the kitchen of Mr Roger
Mostyn’shouse of Redhill when cutlery, table linen and food were stolen. %

1873 October 16: Statistics for the year 29 September 1873179 persons proceeded against
136 males and 43 females 6 committals for trial
103 males and 29 females convicted
149 (sic) committed to prison for different terms 51

1873 November 30: Mr Elston of Chillmead Farm, Nutfield was violently assaulted and
robbed on the footpath Copyhold Farm at 5.20 whilst returning home from chapel. The
suspectis well known to the police and will shortly be apprehended. %2

1873 December 13: A burglary at the home of Mr Martin, Oxford Road, Warwick Town;

stolen was a quantity cutlery. The crime was believed to have been committed by a tramp.
53

William Henry Beacher KPM, Order of St John
West Sussex Police
Served Western Front First World War
Chief Constable Reigate Borough Police 1931-1943
Superintendent Surrey Joint Police, Reigate 1943-1947
Superintendent Surrey Constabulary Reigate 1947-1951

EXTRACT

49 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart

%0 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
51 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
52 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
53 Surrey County Archives 98/22/11 report from Head Constable to Watch Committee
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1890-1974
Additional research from Jean and Henry Pelham and Jenny Tuffs.

William Henry Beacher was born into the police in November 1890 and was a passionate
supporter and advocate of the Force from early days until his death. His father Henry William
Beacher was a serving police constable of the West Sussex Constabulary based in Steyning.
His mother was Charlotte and she and Henry had a second son Charles. Henry was to be a
sergeant at Petworth.

On leaving school Beacher joined the postal service as a messenger boy. This experience may
well have led to the establishment of the Police Auxiliary Messenger Service manned by lads
aged 15-18, at Reigate during the Second World War. Seeing little prospect of advancement in
the post office he enlisted in July 1907 in the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry. Beacher
achieved the rank of Regimental Drill Sergeant before leaving in 1913 to join the West Sussex
Constabulary where his father was still serving. As an army reservist he was recalled to the
colours on August 4™, 1914, re-joining the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry, with which he
served on the Western Front, going into action with the first of the “Old Contemptables” on
the canal banks at Mons on August 23". The Mons Star was one of the most treasured of his
medals

After his war service and overcoming severe ill health, he re-joined the police and soon married

in October 1917 Ellen Amelia Comper, at Horsham having one child Hilda (Later Hilda
Kemp).
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Details of his military and distinguished police service is established below. He died in June
1974 at Horsham, Sussex and is buried alongside his wife in Hills Cemetery, Horsham. William
Beacher and his father had joint police service of almost 80 years.

Army Service

Beacher volunteered for the army on 19 July 1907 aged 18 years two months and served seven
years with the colours and a requirement to commit to five years in the Reserve. He held the
Rank Lance Sergeant drill instructor upon his resignation. He attended a mounted infantry
course at Longmoor from 1 October 1908 and the riding skills he acquired were put to good
use when chief of the Borough. There are numerous photographs of those times when he is
seen on horseback.

A member of the Church of England in 1911 he was living in Gravesend Barracks, a member
of the 1 Battalion DCLLI, then a corporal who was unmarried.

When his service was complete his conduct was described as “Very Good”, with no offences
recorded during the whole of 5 years and 191 days service. Transferred to the Reserve on 31
January 1913 from the position of drill instructor. He was aged 23 years 8 months, 5 Feet 9 ¥4
inches chest 39 %2 waist 33, fresh complexion brown eyes brown hair, tattoo dots back of left
forearm, intending to live on discharge at the Police Station, Horsham so most likely had been
accepted by West Sussex Constabulary. On his discharge papers Beacher had already
developed his elaborate signature that became so prominent when in charge of Reigate Borough
Police.
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Beacher in The Devon and Cornwall Light Infantry

West Sussex Police — first 1913-1914

Beacher’s army engagement terminated in 1913 and he re-joined the West Sussex
Constabulary.

An early event in Beacher’s police career which he would talk of was being on duty at
Goodwood racecourse. He was in plain clothes and came across a gang of card sharpers who
attacked PC Beacher in no uncertain manner (“I was black and blue for weeks after” he
recalled) and guarded against any public interference on their victim’s behalf by shouting
“Welsher!” The nearby race goers took up the cry and the victim faced with a truly ugly
situation — for a race crowd in pursuit of a “welsher” is a very good example of nature in the
raw — deemed discretion the better part of valour and escaped the crowd by vaulting into the
Royal enclosure. As he was in plain clothes, he was immediately seized by the detectives on
duty there and, before he could explain himself, he was frog marched across to the lock-up!
However, all ended well, and PC Beacher got his cardsharpers who were subsequently dealt
with in the court.

Mr Beacher faced another ugly situation when a drunken sailor came at him in Horsham with
a knife, but by this time the young constable was well versed in the science of ju-jitsu, mastered
his man, dispossessed him of the knife and made an arrest for which he was subsequently
commended, and which resulted in him being called upon to give ju-jitsu training to other
members of the force.

1914-1915 Service on the Western Front

When war broke out Beacher was immediately recalled from the Reserve to the Colours. His
battalion, the 5" Devon and Cornwall Light Infantry, on the 4th August 1914 mobilized from
the Curragh, in Ireland and, on the 13", entrained to Dublin before sailing on the SS Lanfranc
to Le Havre. Having arrived in France the battalion entrained to Rouen then Le Cateau.

On the 17th the battalion marched to Landrecies, on the 22" to Mons Canal at le Petit Crepin
from where they retreated on the 25" back to Le Cateau. The DCLI fought alongside fought
alongside the East Surreys as they retreated to St Quinton on 26" August, the 27" at St Quentin
and by the 30th they were to the west of Soissons. The retreat halted and the DCLI on the 14th
September were at Missy, Aisne and in early December moved from Wulverghem to Messines

The battalion’s War Diary reports that the battalion was engaged in much marching in the early
days of the war in the retreat from Mons, and one possibility that the bad winter weather was
the cause of Beacher’s muscular and joint pain which was recorded as rheumatism. In early
January the battalion was back in the Wulverghem area and around this time Beacher was sent
to his local hospital in Horsham with severe rheumatism.
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Army Medical Report 29" May 1915 reads, “This man states he was in France for 5 months in
the trenches and in January was sent home with rheumatism to Horsham Hospital and was there
for 4 months and then transferred to Brighton Military Hospital. He re-joined his Depot after 3
months leave but could not walk and has been in hospital ever since. His present condition is
this man is suffering from progressive ? rheumatism, (Note: is this rheumatoid arthritis?)
attacking all his joints specially the legs, he can’t walk and at times his pain is very acute, the
joints becoming swollen and tender.

On 61 July 1915 he was discharged from the army as no longer physically fit for war service.

Army records show service as at home i.e., UK 6 August 1914-12 August 1914. Served with
the BEF in France 20 August 1914 to 14 January 1915. Home 15 January 1915 -6 July 1915 —
served DCLI 25 July 1907-6 July 1915 discharged through sickness. Awarded 1914 Star,
British War Medal and Victory Medal and, following discharge in July 1915 was awarded a
Silver War Badge number 68,908 under King’s Regulation 392 (XV1): “No Longer physically
fit for war service.”

Return to West Sussex Police

He returned to West Sussex Police in 1915 as an instructor at Horsham and promoted sergeant
the following year. He first came to Worthing with the rank of patrol sergeant and being made
inspector there in November 1921 serving as officer in charge until August 1922 when
promoted Superintendent Horsham. Beacher served at Horsham until his appointment as chief
constable of Reigate Borough Police in January 1931 an office he held with distinction

Reigate Borough Police

With the retirement of Mr James Metcalfe who led the Reigate Borough Police from 1894-
1930, William Beacher was appointed to head the borough force on 1 January 1931 and adopted
the title of chief constable. He remained in post until the war time amalgamation with the
county force in 1943 and was looked upon as both a caring and innovative chief. (He was
appointed superintendent until his retirement in 1951). The best use of manpower seems to
have been high on the agenda during his first years, with the Home Office pressing, as one
example, for the installation of more traffic lights to relieve policemen from point duty.
Additional fine-tuning resulted in co-operation with the fire brigade and a fireman taking over
the duty of ambulance driving. The fire brigade also agreed to “...take charge of and exercise
and feed any stray dogs impounded by the police.”

William Beacher became the new head constable of the Borough with a salary of £460pa to
rise in five years to £560 with a free residence. Some controversy in Council arose over his
request for his dress uniform to include a sword, as the previous Head Constable had not had
one. The cost of four guineas was approved, however. He also had £100 per year for upkeep

>4 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart
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of his motor vehicle. The new man was an accomplished horseman having been trained in the
army and was often to be seen on duty in the area on horseback, although he also had an official
car. Athletics was an interest not just as a spectator, as he was winner of a 100 yards handicap
race at one of the police sports events. 5°

OnJanuary 8, 1931, the new chief constable, was formerly welcomed at a parade of Reigate
Borough Police by the retiring Chief Constable J Metcalf who bade farewell to the force.

The good he did in his long leadership of the Borough was not confined to his job as a police
officer. Of both local and national interest was his formation in 1932 of a Special Constabulary
Mobile Section of which the late Sir Malcolm Campbell became the Special Chief Inspector,
with another famous racing motorist, Lieutenant Colonel “Goldie” Gardner as his deputy. The
mobile specials were divided into two classes:

1%t Reserve — Super fast cars

2"d Reserve — Moderately fast cars %6

In 1935 the Reigate Borough Police inaugurated the country’s first Special Aircraft Section
which he enrolled many of the pilots at Redhill Aerodrome into the Special Constabulary and
placed their planes at police disposal for emergency “spotting” with regular police officers
trained as observers. Most of these Pilot “Specials” became “Battle of Britain” boys in 1940.

Beacher reported to the Watch Committee in 1931 “Since my command I have personally
instructed the force weekly in drill movements, physical exercise and Ju-Jitsu.” >’

In post for two years the 1932 annual report gives a good indication of the “State of the Borough
Police” under Beacher’s leadership.

A force of about 40 officers
A bloodhound is available to the force by being borrowed from Sussex.
Each CID officer now has a camera
Indictable offences:
1931 98
1932 101
Non-indictable offences:

1931 191
1932 187

%5 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/police.htm
5 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart
571931 Annual Report by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/2
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Fatal road traffic accidents:
1931 6
1932 5

Injury road traffic accidents
1931 127
1932 111

Damage only road traffic accidents
1931 221
1932 153

Mounted force if required would consist of a chief constable, 2 PS and 3 PCs

A police motor ambulance is based at Redhill under the care of the Borough Fire
Brigade In the last year the ambulance attended:

Accidents 117
Street illness 19
Private cases 50
Night calls 49
Day calls 137

Beacher became secretary of the Safety First Organisation, an organisation whose activities
and merits have been lost to time. Concerts for police charities and for the Borough Police
parcels fund which provided cheer for needy folk at Christmas time, with over £6,000 being
raised in this way (According to the Bank of England worth about £400,000 today>®).

58 https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/monetary-policy/inflation/inflation-calculator
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Chief Constable Beacher with Sir Malcolm Campbell inspecting the mobile section in
1932%°

L
S il S LS S, A aaae T el
The Reigate Borough Police Special Constabulary Air Section 1935

59 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart
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JUNE 20, 1936) THE SPHERE 503

REIGATE'S PIONEER FORCE OF SPECIAL CONSTABLES

Sir Malcolm Campbell Inspecting the Aircraft and Motor Units at Last Saturday’s Parade

G m

SHOWING THE WAY : Me \be of t ate Borough Police, of the local Special Consta
local Aircraft Section, lined up to hear Sir Malcolm Campbell last Saturday when the “ Ace’ motor Is( delivered
mnc)\ in his capaci ly as Chief Inspector. Reigate is mnld y achieving a nation-wide reputation for its special

ce units, first as a result of the establishment of the mobile force in 1932, which has already done m cl
K#ood work, and secondly by the formation in 1935 of the air c aft section under Mr. R. F. Bulstrode, which provide
classes of instruction for * regulars ™ to enable them to be efﬂcient observers to special constabie pilots if the y
should be called upon " to go up."” The progress of both units is being watched with interest by the Home Office

Sport/ First Aid

Mr Beacher had started a tug-of-war team when in the West Sussex Constabulary and he
brought his knowledge of the sport with him from Horsham to Reigate.

Cricket was a very popular game for the police of the Borough and County from late
Victorian times, joined a little later by football and athletics. An example of the developing
sporting prowess of the Borough was reported on July 3, 1931, when members of the Reigate
Borough Police journeyed to Bexhill-on-Sea to take part in the East Sussex Police Sports
and the newly formed tug-of-war team coached by the Chief Constable, Mr W H Beacher,
entered a competition in which they were beaten by Horsham Division of West Sussex
Constabulary, Mr Beacher’s old team. The Borough team suffered defeat by two straight
pulls. PS Beedell and PC Laycock ran in the sprinting heats each taking third place. The
journey organized by the Borough Police Sports and Social Club proved an enjoyable one.

A further of many possible examples of police sport is set down in the local newspapers.
1931 September 18: Surrey Mirror: Tug-of -war. The members of Reigate Borough Police
tug-of-war team have every reason to be satisfied with the result of their outing to Sunbury
on Saturday, when they went through three rounds and into the final, and then were only
defeated by a team with an almost unbeaten record, the R.A.S.C. (Feltham Depot), in a
hundred stone competition. The Army team, having drawn a bye only had one pull prior to
the final, the Borough Police having previously pulled against Nine EIms Gas Co and the
East Surrey Water Co Redhill. They were accompanied by the Chief Constable, Mr W H
Beacher, to whom great credit is due for the success which the police team has so far
achieved since its recent formation. Mr Beacher has taken a considerable personal interest
in the training and his experience has been invaluable in the coaching of the team which he
has personally undertaken. The team was as follows — PC’S Brownlow, Mason, Wing,
Thorpe, Richardson, Dean, Saunders and Smith with PC Capelin as reserve.
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Beacher was active in police sport generally, understanding the need for officers to remain
fit. In 1935 Beacher is reported, saying in a speech, “it was absolutely essential that
policemen should be 100 per cent active and without physical training instruction that could
not be assured.”

There were significant advantages playing teams from a range of organisations enhancing the
respect for individual police officers who were known within their communities. All these
activities were reported by the local newspapers in some depth showing their readers that he
men of the Borough Police were not a different breed tucked away in police stations. There
were also the advantages of a police officer meeting and socialising with members of the public
breaking down the potential barriers and ignorance of police officers. With a force of 40, the
ability to put teams in the field week in week out was not achieved without a great deal of
personal commitment from the officers.

Excellent athletic meetings were organised in the borough. His interest in first aid encouraged
a Borough Police team under Inspector Atkins to the final of the national Pym Trophy.

.

First Aid Trophy
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1934 Reigate Borough Police cricket team Chief Constable Beacher

1934 September 27: West Sussex Gazette: Reigate Borough Police have won 24 trophies
during the three years Mr W H Beacher has been Chief Constable.

- ) JAIGS at | IC& 3POTLE,

Mr. Beacher practicing what he preached!
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It would seem that Surrey has a strong tradition for
‘sporting Chief Constables’.

is marvellous rlaun shows Mr W H Beacher, then
Chief Constable of Reigate Boroug: Police, winning the
r'l'll: x@n:s Officers’ Race during the Borough Police Sports
The photo was kindly provided by ex-Inspector Richard
Ford and as he uy! “Even in the heat of the chase,
deeommmalbd, the Chief was still wearing his collar
and tie n he reached the winning post!”

1931 Police Sports

Beacher on the right

A further team-building activity was based around military drill. In 1935 on April 26 the
Surrey Mirror reported that the Borough Police were undertaking Squad Drill which was an
innovation at Reigate. The first of an annual series of squad drill competitions in connection
with Reigate Borough Police Force was seen on the drill ground at Reigate County School
for Girls. A handsome trophy presented by Mr V C Felix of Laker’s Hotel, Redhill was
awarded to the winning squad which was instructed by PC Williams and marshalled by
Police Sergeant Atkins. The winning squad received 18 marks out of a possible 20 and the
runners up 16. Both squads impressed greatly with their smart movements and the two
instructors, both ex non-commissioned officers of the Coldstream Guards were highly
commended on the manner they directed the various evolutions both at drill and physical
training. In his speech afterwards Chief Constable Beacher stated it was absolutely essential
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that policemen should be 100 per cent active and without physical training instruction that
could not be assured.

gettyimages
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Police sport was vital with tug of war high on the sporting agenda but there was also
involvement in community events where the police took an active role suffering a loss of
dignity! All this was essential to meet the Beacher policing philosophy of close connections

and being a part of the many communities that go to make up a town.
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AT THE HELM: Captain F, C. Sutton, Crief ol
the Reigate Special Constables, and Me, William
H. her, Chief Constable of the Borough
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Reigate Borough Police
Cricket and Other Sporting Ventures
Part One

Jenny Tuffs March 2022

Press reports from the 1880s often gave prominence to police cricket mostly played by the
members of the Surrey Constabulary. Jenny began to amass a great deal of information about
police sport so decided to narrow the subject and initially concentrate on Reigate Borough
Police. This is part one up to 1910 a Part Two is to follow in due course. It was surprising to
uncover how many police forces held events for the police orphanage®.

Events and occurrences involving Reigate Borough Police were reported in local newspapers
from the time of its establishment in 1864 but it was not until 1889 that cricket matches
involving Reigate Borough Police were mentioned. However, a little earlier, from 1884 annual
cricket matches were played between the force and local tradesmen. Cricket seemed to be the
main sport played until 1900 when a football team had results published. The force managed
to put out a cricket team which would have been a significant proportion of the establishment.

1889 Croydon Chronicle and East Surrey Advertiser 6" July - Our Parade at Cricket — On
Thursday last the Reigate Borough Police, who were two men short, for whom Shuter and
Walby were substitutes played a match with Earlswood at Earlswood. The match ended in a
draw at the call of time only 25 runs were wanted for the Asylum to win. Dr Jones, the Medical
Superintendent of the Asylum was bowled out by the first ball of PC Taylor, who also made a
splendid on handed catch. Mr. Shuter (substitute) of the New Inn, Brighton Road unfortunately
had a severe blow in the eye while keeping wicket and was obliged io retire. After the match
Dr Jones provided tea for the teams and his kindness was much appreciated.

1889 Surrey Gazette 17" August- Forthcoming cricket match — It is understood a cricket
match has been arranged to take place on 21 between Captain Nickalls’ team and the Reigate
Borough Police, the match to be played on the Pattison Court Ground, the beautiful residence
of Mr. T Nickalls. It is anticipated that this match will be a keenly contested one.

1889 Surrey Gazette 24" August — Cricket — Reigate Borough Police v Mr. Nickalls’ Team
- On Thursday last a cricket match between the Reigate Borough Police, assisted by three
tradesmen, and a team of gentlemen brought together by Captain Nickalls from Lewes, Dorking
and other places was played on the Pattison Court Ground. The match throughout was played
with keen yet friendly rivalry and resulted in a win for Captain Nickalls’ team. The head
constable Mr. Pearson desires on behalf of the borough police to thank Mr. Nickalls for the
great kindness and courtesy with which he entertained them. Excellent refreshments were

60 The Southern Provincial Police Orphanage, Redhill
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served by Mr. Nickalls who was so pleased with the manner with which the police conducted
themselves that he invited them back for a return match at the end of next month.

1889 Surrey Gazette 24" September - Reigate- Novel Cricket Match- The novel cricket
match between the Reigate Borough Police and the Reigate Sunflower Minstrels, which had
been looked forward to with so much interest was played at the Priory Cricket Ground on
Wednesday last and resulted in a win for the Minstrels. The game throughout was a most
interesting one and was witnessed by a large number of spectators, a collection being made
throughout the day for the widow and family of the late Constable Harding. * The minstrels
took the field in costume and of course with blackened faces, one or two of their members
being dressed in female attire. The proceeds were in aid of the Cottage Hospital. In the evening
the minstrels gave a vocal and instrumental concert.

* Constable William Harding had been a constable in Reigate Borough Police for six years and
lived in Garlands Road. He died after an illness of six weeks and was interred at Reigate
Cemetery. A full report of his funeral was placed in the Surrey Gazette of 21 September.

1891 Croydon Observer 7t August - Cricket between Reigate Borough and London Police-
The Reigate Borough Cricket Club, which is now on the high road to popularity, played a
match at Earlswood Common on Tuesday against the London City Market Constables Cricket
Club who brought their families with them making it a happy holiday in lieu of the Bank
Holiday, which is of course debarred to those who have to keep the peace for that day. The
home team put in a fairly strong eleven captained by PC Skeggs and the City eleven, although
several of their best men were absent were in good force. The visitors won the toss and went
to the wickets against the bowling of Skeggs and Taylor. The two bowlers were well on the
wicket. Taylor’s breaks being very treacherous and doing much damage while Skeggs also
gave no less trouble and was very untiring in his delivery throughout the innings. The wickets
fell to them in fairly rapid succession, but very little excitement was caused by the batting, hard
hitting being very seldom indulged in. Stacey kept his wicket up in admirable style and showed
some pretty play.

The fielding of the Reigate Borough Police was very good, some brilliant stops being effected
although they had little opportunity for catches. After about two hours the last wicket fell and
the total stood at 53, this gave the home team hope of being victorious in return for their defeat
of the last year.

An adjournment was then made for luncheon in the marquee. Play was later resumed, heavy
rain during the luncheon making the grass very wet and the wicket tricky. The home team were
expected to knock up a good score as it was understood the opponents had no good bowlers,
whether that was so or not the wickets fell with astonishing rapidity to Stacey and Landsell and
the innings fell after less than an hour at 34 runs., a rather disappointing total. The visitors
without loss of time again went in when Stacey maintained his popularity as a batsman as when
time was called still had his wicket intact and 37 runs to his name in the total of 57 for two
wickets. The visitors therefore won on the first innings. The teams then sat down for tea and
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were entertained by Redhill Town Band, afterwards there was dancing and a walking and
running race, Head Constable Meirs undertaking to walk 100 yards while PC Howlett and Mr.
T Spalding ran 180.The Head Constable, who is a splendid pedestrian won by a couple of yards,
Howlett was second and Spalding who had made a bad start, a good third. Quoits were also
played throughout the day.

1891 Surrey Mirror 8" August - Three days cricket at Shagbrook®! - Three days of cricket
has been held at Shagbrook in the grounds of Carr Saunders esg- The first match on Saturday
being between Reigate Borough Police and Shagbrook Cricket Clubs which resulted in a
victory for the latter by seven wickets and 74 runs. PC Skeggs doing good service by taking
nine wickets. The game was witnessed by a goodly number of spectators and at about 5 o’clock
the players sat down to tea provided in a tent in the cricket field.

1891 Croydon Observer 28" August - Reigate Borough Police v Kingswood - This return
match was played at Earlswood Cricket Club on Thursday last but in consequence of the heavy
rain had to be abandoned before Kingswood had completed an innings.

1893 Croydon Observer- 16th June — Cricket - It was a real pity that Taylor and Skeggs were
so reckless as to have scored 5 and 1 respectively in the first innings of the Reigate Borough
Police v Tunbridge Wells Force match, played at Meadvale on Thursday. They are scarcely to
be excused, for certainly their doing so spoiled the uniformity of the scoring on their side.
Every other one of their team was scrupulously careful not to go beyond the stage of a duck,
these two records regularly spoiled the outline beauty and simplicity of the game. Master
“extras’ was responsible for the remining 12 of the total score of 18. In their second endeavor
however, they improved their first score accomplishing 24 for seven wicket, Sgt King being
top scorer on eight and Lee with six not out. Tunbridge Wells exceeded their opponents score
by five runs but ran up a sound total of 75 in the second innings. It is hoped Skeggs and Taylor
will act with more prudence and respect for uniformity the next match they engage in.

1893 Croydon Observer- 11th August — Reigate Borough Police v London Central Meat
Market- Played on the Priory Ground on Wednesday afternoon. The Londoners went to the
wicket first and accumulated a score of 48. The ‘bobbies’ taking up the defensive could not be
got rid of until they had aggregated 161.Theremarkable feature of the innings was the splendid
display of PC Skeggs who scored 81 not out. The Londoners going into the wicket a second
time fell like grass under the well-directed bowling of PC Watson who alone took seven of
their wickets and retired with 58 to their credit. The home side thus winning by an innings and
59 runs. Taylor and Skeggs secured five each of the Londoners” wickets in their first innings.

1894 Surrey Mirror 2" June - Reigate Police v Holmethorpe- A match between Holmethorpe
C.C. and an eleven of the Reigate Borough Police was played on the ground of the former and
resulted in a win for the home team by six wickets. Wright and Chatfield bowled well for the

61 On the A25 to the west of Reigate on Reigate Heath
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winners, the former taking ten wickets for only 18 runs. For the losers PC’S Skeggs and Watson
bowled well, the latter also made top score in bowling.

1894 Sussex Agricultural Express 30" June — Redhill Tradesmen and the Police at Cricket-
The annual cricket match between the tradesmen of Redhill and the police was played on
Earlswood Common on Wednesday, ending in a victory for the former by 14 runs on the first
innings. This was the eighteenth contest between the rival teams, the first taking place in 1884,
when the then Head Constable Rogers was responsible for the peace of the borough, in fact it
was through him and Mr. Pick, the late tradesman that the fixture was arranged, and it has been
observed annually ever since with the exception of one year. Of the eighteen matches the
tradesmen have won eleven.

1894 Sussex Agricultural Express 4" August - The Reigate Sunflower Minstrels v Reigate
Borough Police- Cricket match, Promenade Concert and Illumination. What was described as
“the cricket match of the season” took place on the Priory Ground, which was kindly lent by
the committee of that club on Wednesday. The contestants were the Sunflower Minstrels and
the Reigate Borough Police, the event was under the patronage of the Mayor and Mayoress of
Reigate and the governors of St Anne’s Schools to which institution the proceeds will be given.
The game was announced to commence at half past one but shortly before this a drizzling rain
commenced to descend and this continued till close in 3 o’clock when it ceased and fortunately
cleared up, the sun shone for the remainder of the day.

The toss was won by the police and PC Skeggs, their crack batsman and Acting Sgt Lee were
followed to the wickets by the minstrels in costume. Skeggs was dismissed in a few minutes
being bowled by Gibbs for five, while Lee was out to Thorpe after making ten runs, this being
the highest score by an individual policeman. Three quarters of an hour saw all the “men in
blue” disposed of for a total of 33. About half an hour later the minstrels took their place at the
wickets, Thorpe put together 78 and was bowled by Taylor and Miller made a good stand
running up 33(?). George Heather, as clown caused great amusement while batting, he had an
enormous bat and his antics enlivened the company very much, at about a quarter past six the
Sunflowers innings finished for 159 thus they won by 126 runs. It should be mentioned that
the police wore their uniforms and Mr. Sanders jun., better known in connection with the
minstrels, perhaps as “Miss Sanders” effected a capital representation of a young lady dressed
in three heights of fashion while all the dresses were more or less picturesque. At seven o’clock
a promenade concert was given and at dusk the grounds were illuminated with fairy lamps and
Chinese and Japanese lanterns. No idea of the sum to be handed to St Anne’s Schools can yet
be given but it is understood that 4,000 tickets were printed and nearly all sold and the takings
at the gate were considerable.

1894 Croydon Observer 10" August - Reigate Fire Brigade v Reigate Borough Police- This
match played at Ivanhoe, Wray Park Reigate on Saturday resulted in a win for the police by an
innings and 12 runs. For the latter Taylor and Skeggs handled the leather in such a manner as
to indicate that if these guardians of the public peace have been unfortunate once or twice they
are not to be trifled with. Dr Palmer, Taylor, Skeggs and Watson contributed some useful
additions to the batting.
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1895 Croydon Observer 17%" May - Cricket — Reigate Borough Police v Redhill Men’s Own
played at Buckhurst, Redhill resulted in a win for the police on the first innings by three runs.

1895 Croydon Advertiser 24" May Reigate Borough Police v Reigate Post Office, played on
Tuesday on the ground of Reigate Priory C.C. was won by the Post Office by 67 runs on the
first innings. Frost and Thorpe batted and bowled well for the winners, the latter carrying out
his bat for 53 runs, having been missed from a catch when he had scored two. Insp King and
PC’s Watson and Skeggs batted in good form in the second innings of the police, the latter
carrying out his bat for a well hit 62.

1895 Croydon Observer 7t June — Cricket- Redhill Tradesmen v Reigate Borough Police-
This match was played on Earlswood Common on June 5" and ended in a win for the tradesmen
by 96 runs on the first innings.

1895 Croydon Advertiser 21t June Cricket Reigate Borough Police v Leigh United C.C.,
played At Leigh on Wednesday was won on the first innings by the police by 9runs

1895 Croydon Observer 28™ June — Cricket- Reigate Borough Police v Tunbridge Wells
Borough Police - played at Tunbridge Wells on June 25", the Reigate Police winning an
enjoyable game on the first innings by 32 runs. Taylor and Watson bowled well for the winners.

1895 Surrey Mirror 12t July Cricket — Reigate Post Office v Reigate Borough Police, played
at Reigate on Thursday resulted in a win for the police on the first innings by 32 runs.

1895 Surrey Mirror 12t July Reigate and Redhill Amateur Athletics Sports was held on
the Priory Cricket Club Ground included a race of once round the course for the Borough Police
in uniform. To see a number of constables rushing round the course in the orthodox “stop thief”
style was altogether too much for the gravity of the spectators. The starters were PC’S Howlett,
Charlick, Greenhill and Perry and it was a close contest with Howlett just scrambling home in
front of Charlick.

1895 Croydon Advertiser 26 July Cricket — Reigate Borough Police v Eastbourne Borough
Police played at Eastbourne was won on the first innings by Reigate Borough Police by 73
runs. For the winners, PC’s Watson and Skeggs played well, putting on 100 runs in 35 minutes,
the former making 53 and the latter 78. For the losers PS Tugwell and PC’s Pratt and North
played well in the first innings also PS Ward and PC Hollands in the second innings. The
bowling of Skeggs and Taylor for the winners was exceptionally effective, Skeggs taking nine
wickets and Taylor seven.

1895 Surrey Mirror 2" August - Cricket — Holmthorpe (Out Team) v Reigate Borough police

played at Meadvale resulted in a win for the Borough Police by 15 runs. The Holmthorpe team
was weak owing to the chief players being engaged at home. Ralph and Watson batted well for
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the police and W Ford, Upfold jun., and F Chatfield did best for the Holmthorpe team. Chatfield
senior secured seven wickets and Taylor for the police bowled six.

1895 Croydon Observer — several dates during July and August — Our Cricket Column-
The Editor of the Surrey Gazette begs to intimate to the secretaries of local clubs that he will
give three prizes at the end of the cricket season to those clubs who send in the greatest number
of reports of local matches. Score sheets will be supplied gratis to all those clubs wishing to
compete, and the application for a supply of score sheets, enclosing a card of fixtures will be
taken as an intention to compete. It must however be understood that reports in order to be
inserted in the current weeks issue must reach the office not later than Wednesday night. Last
year the first prize was won by Horley C.C., the second by Redhill Police C.C. and the third
prize by Kingswood C.C. and the secretaries of these clubs were presented with a cricket bat,
a set of stumps and a match ball respectively.

1895 Surrey Mirror 9" August - Cricket- On Wednesday last the Borough Police played a
match on the Reigate Hill Ground with the London Central Meat Market Police and were
defeated by 21 runs owing in no small degree to the weather. The Londoners went in first and
batting on a good wicket totalled 89. Then the rain fell, and the borough men were only able to
put together 68. Towards this total PC Leonard contributed 38, Acting Sgt Taylor 12 and PC
Skeggs 11. In the bowling department PC Skeggs and Acting Sgt Taylor for the home team
and J A Souza for the visitors were in good form. In a second innings the Central Meat Market
Police made 35 for four wickets. At the luncheon pleasure was expressed at being able to visit
Reigate and the men looked forward to the match with pleasure, hoping the teams would
continue to meet from year to year.

1895 Croydon Observer 23 August — Cricket- The cricket match between the Reigate
Borough Police and the Black Crown Minstrels arranged for the benefit of the Provincial
Police Orphanage at Gatton Point, aided by splendid weather was an undoubted success, a
large number of ladies and gentlemen showed their sympathy with the object of the match by
personal patronage, over 2,000 passing into the enclosure (1.208 by ticket ant the rest by
payment).

To many the name and object of the excellent institution which is now firmly established in the
district is quite new, as we who know something of the inestimable value of the Metropolitan
Police Orphanage and the benefits it has conferred on the fatherless children of London police
cannot speak too highly of or more urgently recommended three claims of a similar home for
the children of the provincial police. Those who were present on Wednesday at the Priory
Ground, or who purchased tickets will have the satisfaction of at least knowing that they
assisted in helping on a work highly deserving of everyone’s sympathy and support.

Miss C Gurney who has and does take an active interest in the police, not only of this country
but the whole world some time ago founded at West Brighton the benevolent institution which
is now transferred to Redhill, and which through the kindness of Miss Bell has been purchased
outright. At present there are 23 children enjoying its benefits, 16 boys and 7girls, 10 of whom
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have lost both parents. Besides clothing and maintenance their education is being well looked
after and we believe arrangements have been made for those who are able to go to attend St
Mathew’s schools. We are sure one and all will welcome in our midst such a much-needed
institution and what more give it our earnest and liberal support.

Much praise is due to the Reigate Borough Police for their efforts on behalf of the home. Many
of those who worked hard at cricket gave up their rest time and went on duty all night
afterwards, and moreover went down to Eastbourne on the Mayor’s annual outing after coming
off duty in the morning. We are glad to hear that a substantial amount has been realized as the
result of the match.

The Black Crown Minstrels are also much to be commended for the part they took in the ‘match
of the season. Both the Police and Minstrels have on previous occasions exerted themselves
for local charities and last year as a result of a similar match a very handsome sum was handed
over to St Anne’s Asylum.

1895 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 51" September — Cricket - A match played on
Wednesday of last week on the Redhill Cricket Ground Earlswood between Reigate Borough
Police and Redhill tradesmen (captained by Mr. C E Gatland) resulted in a draw.

1895 Surrey Mirror 6™ September — Cricket-The Borough Police at Cricket - A match was
played between the Borough Police and Leigh United at Reigate Heath on Wednesday and
resulted for a win for the police on the first innings by 30 runs. The police made 75 in their first
innings, PC Watson contributing 41 and in their second were all got out for 12. Leigh United
put together 45 in their first innings G Smith being top scorer with 17, and in their second
venture made 29 for six wickets

1

895 Surrey Mirror 6" September — Cricket match to be played Thursday 12 September -
Reigate Borough Police v Eastbourne Borough Police at Redhill.

1895 Croydon Advertiser 20 September reported the sum of £28 had been handed over to
the Provincial Police Orphanage at Redhill by the treasurer (Insp King) as the net result of the
cricket match.

1899 Croydon Observer 15t September - Local Cricket- Reigate Borough Police v Reigate
Fire Brigade - These teams met on Saturday last by kind invitation of J Powell Esq J.P. at his
residence, lvanhoe, Wray Pak, Reigate, when after a most enjoyable game the police won by
39 runs. For the firemen Prince and Powell batted and bowled well and for the police PC
Watson in his old style batted well for 47 runs and PS Taylor taking seven wickets for 20 runs.
The score being Fire Brigade 69 runs and Police 108. After the match both teams enjoyed an
excellent supper given by Mr. Powell at his residence.

1900 Surrey Mirror 271 April — Football- Redhill Tradesmen v Borough Police- This match

was played on the Sports Ground on Wednesday afternoon and a very good game resulted in a
win for “members of the force” by three goals to nil. The game started in a rather even fashion
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with both sides getting dangerously near the goal. Although East was playing back for the
tradesmen, he took up duties of a forward and when he got possession of the ball it required all
the efforts of the policemen to check his vigorous rushes. It is a wonder he did not score. As
time went on, the policemen got the upper hand and finally Arnold netted the ball. Up to half
time nothing more had occurred. On resuming the play became much faster and on several
occasions the tradesmen’s forwards got very near to the goal, but they generally found that the
constables in the back division were just big enough to get in their way. At length the
“coppers” broke away and with a spirited dash the ball was rushed into the net. Not long after
the tradesmen missed a beautiful chance, Lyle taking the ball right into the goal mouth. The
constables however, broke away after a sharp scrimmage and the ball being taken to the other
end was netted by Skeggs. No more goals being scored.

1900 Surrey Gazette 29t June — The Police at Cricket- Several members of Reigate Borough
Police force spent an enjoyable time on Tuesday at Tunbridge Wells, whither they had
proceeded with the express purpose of competing with Tunbridge Wells police in a friendly
game of cricket. Runs did not appear to be the order of the day, probably the very bad condition
of the cricket ground where the match was played had something to do with this, at any rate
the visitors were successful in piling up 11 runs in the first innings. The Wells force scored 54.
In the second innings Reigate complied 64 runs for four wickets. Of these PC Watson made
34, PC Good 17 and PC Arnold 14. For the home team Blackford took six wickets for three
runs. An excellent luncheon was provided in the pavilion at half time.

1900 Surrey Gazette 27" July - Reigate Firemen and Police at Cricket- On the beautiful
grounds of Ivanhoe, Reigate kindly placed at their disposal by Mr James Powell J P the Reigate
Borough Police met members of Reigate Fire Brigade in a friendly game of cricket on Tuesday
afternoon last. The firemen were captained by Mr. M Crust while Insp Lee was at the head of
the police. Stumps were pitched shortly after the toss and Captain Crust having won the toss,
the firemen took the field. The firemen owing to the remarkable batting of Prince were
successful in winning, a feat which they have never before accomplished since they first played
the police some six years ago. Prince compiled no less than 91 runs while the other men made
the total up to 132. PC’S Skeggs, Leonard and Butt did the bowling and Leonard and Bacon
were the most fortunate for the men in blue, the former with 44 runs and the latter 15. At half
time tea was served on the terrace which was greatly appreciated.

1900 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 18" August — Cricket- Reigate Borough Police
v Tunbridge Wells Borough Police- The Tunbridge Wells Borough Police journeyed to Redhill
on Tuesday in order to play a return match with Reigate Borough Police. The match at
Meadvale Cricket Ground resulted in a conclusive win for the visitors. The weather being
beautifully fine, the day proved a most enjoyable one. Sgt Taylor captained the Reigate team
and Insp Greenwood Tunbridge Wells. Reigate won the toss and went in first making 77 runs,
PC Watson contributing 43 and PC Dobney 12.

When Tunbridge Wells went in it did not look at first as though they were going to do much,
for two wickets were soon down for nine runs, but then PC Sanders went in and as he came out
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at the end of the innings ‘not out” and had made 80, making it apparent to the Reigate men that
they had been beaten single handed. PC Watson did good service for Reigate with the ball,
taking five wickets for 47 runs. At the interval an excellent lunch was provided at the Old Oak
Inn where Mr J Metcalfe, Chief Constable of Reigate said he hoped they would have the
pleasure of meeting the visitors on many future occasions for such meetings were really of
considerable importance, as they tended to cultivate a friendly feeling between forces and the
public reaped the benefit in a variety of ways which they could not always see. The life of a
policeman was monotonous especially in a small town where there were not many recreations
or little outings like that which they were now enjoying in the salubrious atmosphere of
Reigate, and which must have a beneficial effect

1901 Croydon Observer 4" January - Football in Reigate and Redhill - Reigate Borough
Police v Chart Wanderers — these teams met on Wednesday when the latter won two goals to
nil.

1901 Surrey Mirror 22" February- Police at Football- The borough police football team
engaged the Redhill Wednesday Reserves on Wednesday afternoon and a good game resulted
in victory for the police by three goals to one. The goals were kicked by PCs Howlett, Shaw,
and Bullimore. The duties of referee were efficiently performed by PC Bacon.

1901 Kent and Sussex Courier 24" May -Tunbridge Wells Police v Reigate Police — Cricket
- A match between these two teams was played at Redhill on Tuesday when the Tunbridge
Wells team were easy victors.

1901 Sussex Agricultural Express 30" April — The Provincial Police Orphanage, Redhill-
Benefit Concert and Football Match - The members of Reigate Borough Police Force are to be
heartily congratulated upon the success attending their laudable efforts to assist the funds of
the Provincial Police Orphanage at Redhill, which is about to be removed to larger and more
commodious premises in London Road, which have been secured at a considerable cost. With
a desire commendable in itself to do something to benefit the finances of a home doing such
splendid and beneficial work in their midst the members of the Borough Force determined to
organize a concert and appeal to the general public for their support.

In addition to this, a costume football match was arranged to take place in the afternoon at the
Sports Ground, the Lone Star Minstrels having kindly consented to enter into friendly rivalry
with the gentlemen in blue. The day was beautifully fine, and a capital attendance was treated
to the spectacle of football as it should not be played. The police wore their uniform and the
minstrels in costume were provocative of great mirth. Instead of their ardour abating as the
game proceeded, it grew in proportion to their numbers, there being not less than 15 ludicrously
attired minstrels on the field at the close. All the laws of football were set at defiance. At one
moment the ball was collared, the next it was a player and the whistle of the referee was
continuously on the “tootle” for some infringement of the rules of the game. Each side scored
a goal and what was lacking in science was more than compensated for by the fun the game
provided, and it was this the spectators went to see.
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A concert held in the evening at the Market Hall was an undeniable success.

1901 Horsham, Petworth, Midhurst and Steyning Express 25" June - Police at Cricket-
Interesting match at Redhill- The members of Redhill Police Force were seen in their best light
on Tuesday when they fraternized with their brethren of the West Sussex Constabulary, whom
they met in friendly rivalry at the national game of cricket on Redhill Sports Ground. The town
has good reason to congratulate itself upon the efficiency and excellence, as a body, of our
local guardians of the peace, who in the many and varied parts they have to play in the discharge
of their onerous duties of their office have earned nothing but the highest encomiums of their
fellow townsmen.

“Robert”, as an individual has a warm and friendly heart beating under his blue serge tunic and
moderation, keen direction and ripened judgement are among the leading attributes that make
him a welcome and respected figure in any circle or gathering in the borough. Always alert
keen in the discharge of the duty of the moment, ready and willing to render first aid if required,
the first to fearlessly risk life and limb in stopping the runaway or tenderly tending the injured
victim of the precocious, unruly quadruped, he wins alike the admiration and praise of all he is
brought into contact. Taken collectively the Reigate Borough Police Force could not be beaten
in the kingdom, possessing as it does to an abnormal degree these excellent qualities which
have been associated with it from inception.

At play as well as work “Robert” is a genial and happy fellow, and although not basking in the
sunshine of success on Tuesday, he nevertheless strongly exemplified the happy words of the
Head Constable who declared the object of these social reunions is not so much to win matches
as to inculcate a spirit of good feeling between various constabularies. The West Sussex Police
proved themselves every whit as genial a body of men as their entertainers and rather better
cricketers, although perhaps the locals desired to carry their principles of hospitality to such an
extent as not to sallow their visitors to appear at a disadvantage. After luncheon at the Warwick
Hotel play was resumed Taylor who captured five wickets for 36 runs trundled successfully for
the locals who were outplayed however by their powerful rivals at all stages of the game.

1901 Surrey Mirror 12th July- Police and Fire Brigade at Cricket - On Wednesday the
Reigate Borough Police engaged the members of Reigate Borough Fire Brigade at cricket in
the pleasure grounds attached to Ivanhoe, Reigate, the residence of Mr. J Powell J.P., a very
pleasant game resulted in a win for the police. In the interval the members of the tams with
their wives and children were entertained to tea.

1901 Sussex Agricultural Express 16" August- Police at cricket- The Reigate Borough
Police spent an enjoyable time on the Reigate Hill Cricket Ground on Wednesday last on the
occasion of a match between the Borough Police Cricket Club and the London Central Markets
Constables and Staff Cricket Club. The beautiful ground was kindly place at their disposal by
Mr. T H G Welsh, the hon secretary. This match being about the thirteenth that had been held
between these teams and there is very little difference between the number of wins each has
obtained. In the first innings the visitors won easily by 62 runs, however in the second the
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homesters made a grand score of 115, to which Inspector Lee and Detective Skeggs contributed
38 and 22 respectively. The pick of the visiting team was Sargeant and his score of 45 included
a six. At the interval the teams sat down to an excellent lunch provided by Messrs G | Lucas
and Sons of Reigate, whose catering gave general satisfaction.

1901 Surrey Mirror 30th August - Reigate Borough Police v Mr. A Rumble’s X1 - This match
played on the Sports Ground resulted in a victory for the police by 20 runs. For the police PC
Skeggs was the principal scorer his total being 43, 36 of which he made in his first ten hits. He
also caused the downfall of eight of the Tradesmen’s wickets. P C Leonard also played well
but was unfortunately run out when his score was at 25. For the Townsmen Watts did well with
both bat and ball, but Cooper was slightly more successful with the bat scoring 26. A wish was
expressed by many present that next year the Redhill Tradesmen v Borough Police matches
should be revived. About twelve or fifteen years ago these two games were among the principal
events of the summer and it is hoped they may again become annual fixtures.

1901 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 21st September — Reigate Borough Police at
Cricket- The Reigate Borough Police Athletic Club brought a successful season to an end on
Tuesday at the Sports Ground, when a team made of members of the force with more than ten
years’ service played a game of cricket against a team with less than ten years’ service. Though
there had been heavy rainfall during the previous evening and night, the pitch was in a fairly
good condition and a god game resulted. The “crocks” gained an easy victory over their more
youthful comrades knocking up a score of 94 against 41. After the game an excellent tea was
provided in the pavilion and tobacco and cigars were distributed to the men by the Head
Constable and later an exciting race took place between PC Watson, carrying PS Taylor on his
back and PC Arnold, the former having to run 50 yards and the latter 100, Arnold only just
managing to win. A game of quoits was also played in which the Head Constable took part.

1902 Sussex Agricultural Express 25" January — Recreation for the Police - It is often said
with perfect justice, that a policeman’s life is not a happy one, and the difficulty experienced
by many forces in attracting men for enrolment is amply attested to by the wide field from
which men are drawn. People are beginning more and more to recognize the good qualities of
“the man in blue” and to increasingly regard him as a defender of the police and a custodian of
their property, rather than as a mere medium for bringing culprits to justice. The members of
Reigate Borough Police Force are deservedly popular in the town and as a body of men
discharge the onerous duties which devolve upon them with good temper and efficiency. A
practical illustration of the good wishes toward them of a not unimportant section of the
community has just been furnished by the opening off a handsome billiard room at the new
Municipal Building. The cost of the table has been defrayed by a number of ladies and
gentlemen who take a keen and kindly interest in the force., and it should afford many hours
of innocent amusement to the members and act as a constant reminder of the good feeling
which is entertained towards them by the residents of the borough. There is a splendidly
equipped library at the head office, and this is well patronized by the men. They serve the town
ungrudgingly and well and are deserving of the best efforts that can be made to secure their
recreation, both of body and mind. It is exceedingly rare for any little indiscretion to be made
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and when this does occur it is generally of so trivial a character that no-good purpose can
possibly be served by bringing it into the light of day.

1902 Surrey Mirror 18™ July Reigate Borough Police Cricket Club - Enjoyable match with
Brighton Men - Defeat of the Reigate men - If the Reigate Borough Police Cricket Club is not
the champion club it was a good few years ago, it can still turn out a good team who can play
a good game of cricket as was evident on Tuesday at the Priory Ground when an eleven tried
conclusions with representatives of the Brighton Police Athletic Club. Not many years ago the
name of Reigate in the police cricketing world was a name to be respected, if not feared but
since then the club has somewhat deteriorated from the fact that the once “good young ‘uns”
are a little stiff and stale. However, do not let it be understood for one moment that the club is
on its last legs or that the same amount of interest is not taken in the game as of yore, for such
is not the case. Mr. Metcalfe, the popular Chief Constable, is a strong believer in his men
indulging in healthy exercise and affords members of the force every possible opportunity of
participating in games beneficial to body and mind.

Although the worthy chief does not take part in the national summer pastime, he, like many
more takes a great interest in watching others striving for supremacy on the cricket field. At
the match on Tuesday although the homesters lost they were in no way disgraced. A couple of
mistakes in the field were responsible for their downfall, but the result was only another
illustration of the uncertainty of cricket. It also must not be forgotten that Chief Constable
Gentle of Brighton had over 130 men to choose from while Mr. Metcalfe had about 40 and that
the Brighton men have had considerable practice this year while this was the first match for
Reigate.so to lose by 23 runs is surely an indication that there is “life in the old dog yet”. The
adjournment for lunch was at the Grapes Hotel.

1902 West Sussex County Times 9™ August - West Sussex Constabulary v Reigate Borough
Police-This match was played on the Horsham Cricket Ground on Wednesday and resulted in
a win for the Constabulary by eight wickets. Frequent showers spoiled the fixture. Reigate
batted first and were all out at the luncheon interval for 64, PC Dean taking full advantage of
the wicket. A restart was delayed by heavy showers but during a temporary improvement the
Constabulary won easily.

1903 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 11%" July — Cricket Fixtures- United Services v
Reigate Borough Police.

1904 Surrey Mirror 18t November — Reigate Police at Recreation - In their hours of leisure
the members of Reigate Borough Police Force enter with great zest into their recreations, and
during the past week they have been busily in games contests. On Friday a whist tournament
was held between teams representative of the force and Reigate Post Office, the latter winning
by eleven games to nine.

On Wednesday the police met a team of the Reigate Men’s Society in a billiards and whist
tournament, a pleasant and interesting contest terminating in a draw of ten games a side. The
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police billiards handicap for the handsome cruet offered by Mr. F W Blackiston was won by
PC Reeve, Mr Blackiston making the presentation at the police station on Friday afternoon. He
took the opportunity afforded by the occasion of paying a high tribute to the force and expressed
the pleasure it gave him to do anything that tended to enhance the enjoyment of the men’s hours
of recreation. Mr. Metcalfe, the Head Constable thanking Mr Blackiston on behalf of his men
for the kindly interest he took in the force.

1907 Surrey Mirror 2" August — A return cricket match between Reigate Borough Police
and the Priory Minstrels will be played on the Sports Ground on August 21%, the proceeds
being devoted to the Surrey Convalescent Home and the Police Seaside Home, Hove. The
match will be followed by an open- air concert and dancing, and judging from the patronage
afforded its predecessor, should form a huge attraction if the weather keeps fine.

1907 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 24t August — Police at Cricket — By invitation
of Miss Rawson, the aunt of Cpt R H Rawson, a cricket match followed by a dinner took place
at Crawley on Thursday of last week between the local fire brigade and a team of the Reigate
Borough Police. The latter, who travelled each way by brake were under the captaincy of PS
Taylor. The wet weather greatly interfered with the match and after scoring 70 for five wickets
the Brigade declared. Two police wickets fell quickly but then a stand was made by PCs
Watson and Hood. The former had the satisfaction of reaching his half century, and when rain
stopped play the match was left drawn.

1908 Surrey Mirror 3 April- Games Contest - A games contest took place at Redhill Police
Station on Wednesday of last week between Reigate Borough Police and Mr. Othen’s team.
Games of whist, draughts and dominoes were pl, the result being Reigate Borough Police 13,
Mr. Othen’s team 20.

1909 West Sussex County Times 4" September - One of the rare occasions on which the
members of Reigate Borough Police force have an opportunity to appear on the cricket ground
transpired when accepting the kind invitation of Col R H Rawson they met the Bolney club on
the cricket ground adjoining his premises at Gravenhurst. The day proved pleasantly fine, and
the outing was vastly enjoyed. Bolney beating the Reigate Borough Police by an innings and
12 runs.

The teams being entertained to supper by Col and Lady Beatrice Rawson who expressed their
hopes that more cricket would be played on his ground in the future. He was informed that the
police had few opportunities for practice, and this probably had something to do with the result
of the match. Col Rawson then told his Bolney friends to remember that a policeman’s life
was not all cricket and if more time was taken up with that sport it was possible that the good
people of Reigate would not rest so comfortably in their beds as they were enabled to do at
present, secure in the knowledge that they were under the protection of such a splendid body
of men as the Borough Police. He hoped that this match had paved the way for a series of
meetings between the two sides.
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1909 Surrey Mirror 6™ August — Gatton Park Employees XI v Reigate Borough Police XI -
Played at Gatton Park on Wednesday July 28" resulted in a win for the home team by 51runs.

1909 Surrey Mirror 10 September — Cricket- Gatton Park Employees v Reigate Borough
Police - On Wednesday the Borough Police played their return match with the Gatton Park
Employees at “Ivanhoe” by kind permission of Mr. James Powell but unfortunately the rain
prevented the visitors completing their innings, though they had already passed their
opponent’s score. Afterwards the players sat down to an enjoyable meal when the hope was
expressed that the two teams might meet again the next year.

Inspector Henry Lee

Former Metropolitan Police, Surrey Constabulary, and Reigate Borough

Police
1856 — Merrow, Guildford, Surrey christened 25" May 1856 — Merrow
Died October 1927 — Reigate, Surrey

Inspector Lee

From Jean Pelham

Parents: Father: John Lee — b)1828
Mother: Celia Turner — b)1831
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Census: 1861:

Living Box Grove Farm Cottage with Parents and Emma Tanner, sister-in-Law to head of the
household. Henry was 5 years old and a scholar.

Census: 1871:

No details found

Census: 1881:

Living Brook Glen, Reigate. With Jane his wife and daughter Jane Kate Celia aged 1 year
old. Occupation; Police Constable.

Census: 1891:

Living Garlands Road, Reigate, with Jane, his wife, daughter Jane Kate Celia, and sons Fred
and John. Occupation shown as Police Constable

Census: 1901:

Living Garlands Road, Reigate, with Jane his wife and children, Kate, Fred, Annie and John,
also his mother Celia aged 81. Occupation shown as Police Inspector.

Census: 1911:

Living Ranelagh Road, Redhill, with Jane and Kate. Occupation shown as Police Pensioner,
Coroner’s Officer.

Census: 1921:

Living Almes, South Godstone, with Jane, Emily Thorogood — Sister-in-Law. Emily was
born in Stebbing, Essex, her occupation was shown as Domestic Servant. Henry’s
occupation was Police Inspector — Retired, Reigate Borough Police — out of work.

No marriage record found or a record of the 1871 census.

1877 June 2 Surrey Advertiser: Cricket: The County Police at cricket: The now annual
match between the Headquarters (Guildford Division) and the Chertsey Division of the Surrey
Constabulary was played at Weybridge on Tuesday. The following were the elevens:
Headquarters Moor, Risbridger and Golding (Guildford), Brice (Bramley), Melmoth
(Compton), Waters (Puttenham). Collis (Ripley) Lee (Send), Edgeler (Shalford) Sturney
(Normandy) and Mott (Woking).

Chertsey: Peskett (Byfleet) King (Chobham), Nudds (Egham), Harding (Esher), Heighes and

Cooper (Hersham), Pynegar and Miles (Walton), Baker and Wilkinson (Weybridge) and Read
Windlesham).
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Read (Windlesham). The Chertsey Division were the
first to hat, snd their innings was a short one, Edgeler
and Risbridger bowling with effect, while three of the
batsmen were run out in succession, and Sergeant King
12, was the only man who reached double figures, The
Guildford Division made 55 off the bowli of Cooper
and Harding, the chief contributors being nﬁ.«lgolor 29—
a capital innings—Moore 10 and Sturney 10. Chertsey
in their second essay made 41, leaving only 18 ruus for
their friendl opponents to get, and thi= they
accomplished for the loss of three wickets, though Ris.
bridger was bowled immediately after, for a well played
15, Moore, Brice, and Waters having been previousl
disposedof. There still being plenty of time in h.mi,
 further play ensued, and at the close the players sat
| down to a capitally prepared dinner at Mr. Blott's well
known hostelry, where they spent a pleasant evenl:g.
the day's recreation being thoroughly enjoyed, and the
holiday appreciated by one and all.

- A =m

1881 July 2 Surrey Mirror: King a labourer drunk, and incapable dealt with by PC King
Reigate Borough Police — seven days hard labour in default of paying 10s fine including costs

1881 July 2 Surrey Mirror: King a labourer drunk, and incapable John Jones dealt with
by PC Lee Reigate Borough Police who was given a great deal of trouble by the defendant
when going to the lock-up. Fine 5s including costs.

1881 July 23 Surrey Mirror: Drunk: Margaret Thomas Brighton Road, Redhill pleaded to
drunk and incapable a case brought by PC Lee. Her first offence fined a nominal 5s and 5s
costs.

1881 October 8 Surrey Mirror: Drunk: Mary Bennet charged with drunk and disorderly in
the Market Square refusing to be quiet and PC Lee obliged to take her into custody. Fined 5s
or 7 days imprisonment.

1881 October 29 Surrey Mirror: Sudden death: Inquest held at The Admiral, Nutlet Lane,
Reigate touching the death of 23-year-old young fellow who died suddenly in the street at
midnight on the 24 October. PC Lovelace found the deceased lying on the path in a pool of
blood which was flowing from his mouth and nostrils. He at once blew his whistle and obtained
the assistance of Sergeant Richards and PC Lee who ran for a doctor whose assistant soon
arrived and pronounced the man dead. There were no external marks or signs of violence on
the body nor anything to indicate a struggle. The victim had suffered from consumption and
death doubtless resulted from ruptured blood vessel. The jury returned a verdict accordingly.

1884 October 4 Surrey Mirror: Drunk: Caroline Whitfield charged with drunkenness in the

High Street, Redhill on Wednesday at noon. Seen by PC Lee who obtained a stretcher to take
her to the police station. Fined 5s and 5s costs or seven days.
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1885 August 1 Surrey Mirror: Cricket: Reigate Borough Police versus an eleven of
tradesmen played at Earlswood with the police victors to their credit as they have such a small
number to choose from. PC Lee captained the police and made the winning hit amongst great
excitement. Afterwards dinner at The Plough Inn and capital songs with Sergeant King as
usual, simply delighted the company. Mr. AE Gant presided over the dinner with vice chairs
Superintendent Rogers and Sergeant King. Police team Harding, Bailey, Watson, Taylor,
Varney, Lee, Smith, W. King, J King, Greenfield, Howlett.

1885 October 24: Surrey Mirror: Carrying a gun without a licence: Amos Packham a
labourer was summoned for being in Nutfield with a gun and no licence. PC Lee heard shots
at 4.30 am off Redstone Hill and saw the defendant who ran off and was chased by PC Lee for
about a quarter of a mile. He was hunting rabbit and had no license and was fined 10s with 15s
Costs.

1888 May 19 Surrey Mirror: Vagrancy: Mr. William Pearson the new superintendent of
police Reigate Borough Police saw the defendant going from house to house apparently
begging and took him into custody. Other convictions were proved. Sentenced to one month’s
hard labour

1888 May 19 Surrey Mirror: Vagrancy: A similar offence was proved against John Davis a
tramp by PC Lee. A month’s imprisonment with hard labour. (PC Lee a total abstainer)

1888 July 21 Surrey Mirror: Drunkenness: Ellen Smith a married woman who did not
appear was summoned for being drunk in Garland’s Road, Redhill PC Hammond with the
assistance of PC Lee took her home. Fined 7s 6d or 14 days.

1888 August 18: Reigate Borough Police cricket match v Redhill Tradesmen: Borough
police: PCs Harding, Gadd, Watson, Inspector Evans, PC Taylor, PC Howlett, Sergeant King
(captain) Superintendent Pearson, PC Lee PC Perry, PC Hazleden.5?

1888 August 25 Surrey Mirror: Stealing gooseberries: Four boys charged with stealing
gooseberries and three others for aid and abetting, Station Road, Redhill. PC Lee heard the lads
arranging who should steal the gooseberries from a garden. On seeing PC Lee after stealing the
gooseberries they ran off but were identified at St Matthews School. Fined 1s and 1s 6d costs
each. Parents paid the money.

1889 January 26 Surrey Gazette: James Barton Linkfield Lane, Redhill, summoned for
allowing a horse to stray. The horse was stopped by PC Lee when it was galloping along the
road. Some boys had approached the horse and beat it and it rushed off. Case dismissed as no
negligence on the part of the defendant.

621888 August 18: The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser
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1893 June 16: Croydon Observer: — Cricket - It was a real pity that Taylor and Skeggs were
so reckless as to have scored 5 and 1 respectively in the first innings of the Reigate Borough
Police v Tunbridge Wells Force match, played at Meadvale on Thursday. They are scarcely to
be excused, for certainly their doing so spoiled the uniformity of the scoring on their side.
Every other one of their team was scrupulously careful not to go beyond the stage of a duck,
these two records regularly spoiled the outline beauty and simplicity of the game. Master
“extras’ was responsible for the remining 12 of the total score of 18. In their second endeavor
however, they improved their first score accomplishing 24 for seven wicket, Sgt King being
top scorer on eight and Lee with six not out. Tunbridge Wells exceeded their opponents score
by five runs but ran up a sound total of 75 in the second innings. It is hoped Skeggs and Taylor
will act with more prudence and respect for uniformity the next match they engage in.

1894 Sussex Agricultural Express 4" August - The Reigate Sunflower Minstrels v Reigate
Borough Police- Cricket match, Promenade Concert and Illumination. What was described as
“the cricket match of the season” took place on the Priory Ground, which was kindly lent by
the committee of that club on Wednesday. The contestants were the Sunflower Minstrels and
the Reigate Borough Police, the event was under the patronage of the Mayor and Mayoress of
Reigate and the governors of St Anne’s Schools to which institution the proceeds will be given.
The game was announced to commence at half past one but shortly before this a drizzling rain
commenced to descend and this continued till close in 3 o’clock when it ceased and fortunately
cleared up, the sun shone for the remainder of the day.

The toss was won by the police and PC Skeggs, their crack batsman and Acting Sgt Lee were
followed to the wickets by the minstrels in costume. Skeggs was dismissed in a few minutes
being bowled by Gibbs for five, while Lee was out to Thorpe after making ten runs, this being
the highest score by an individual policeman. Three quarters of an hour saw all the “men in
blue” disposed of for a total of 33. About half an hour later the minstrels took their place at the
wickets, Thorpe put together 78 and was bowled by Taylor and Miller made a good stand
running up 33(?). George Heather, as clown caused great amusement while batting, he had an
enormous bat and his antics enlivened the company very much, at about a quarter past six the
Sunflowers innings finished for 159 thus they won by 126 runs. It should be mentioned that
the police wore their uniforms and Mr. Sanders jun., better known in connection with the
minstrels, perhaps as “Miss Sanders” effected a capital representation of a young lady dressed
in three heights of fashion while all the dresses were more or less picturesque. At seven o’clock
a promenade concert was given and at dusk the grounds were illuminated with fairy lamps and
Chinese and Japanese lanterns. No idea of the sum to be handed to St Anne’s Schools can yet
be given but it is understood that 4,000 tickets were printed and nearly all sold and the takings
at the gate were considerable.

1900 Surrey Gazette 27" July - Reigate Firemen and Police at Cricket- On the beautiful
grounds of Ivanhoe, Reigate kindly placed at their disposal by Mr James Powell J P the Reigate
Borough Police met members of Reigate Fire Brigade in a friendly game of cricket on Tuesday
afternoon last. The firemen were captained by Mr. M Crust while Insp Lee was at the head of
the police. Stumps were pitched shortly after the toss and Captain Crust having won the toss,
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the firemen took the field. The firemen owing to the remarkable batting of Prince were
successful in winning, a feat which they have never before accomplished since they first played
the police some six years ago. Prince compiled no less than 91 runs while the other men made
the total up to 132. PC’S Skeggs, Leonard and Butt did the bowling and Leonard and Bacon
were the most fortunate for the men in blue, the former with 44 runs and the latter 15. At half
time tea was served on the terrace which was greatly appreciated.

1908 31 December: Annual Report to the Watch Committee from James Metcalfe®:

As police duties have increased considerably during past years it was thought the duties of
Coroner’s Officer might be performed by others and the police therefore resigned from these
duties. 1908 Strength — 1 Head Constable, 2 inspectors, 1 clerk sergeant, 1 detective sergeant,
1 weights and measures sergeant, 4 patrol sergeants and 27 constables. 1909%*: Reported that
Reigate was ‘invaded’, and the station ‘besieged’ by about two hundred applicants anxious to
become policemen.

1909 October 12: Surrey Mirror: Police Presentations: retired officers Honoured at
Reigate: There was a large gathering of police officers of all ranks at the Municipal Buildings
at Reigate on Friday afternoon on the occasion of presentations to ex-Inspector Henry Lee and
ex-PC Henry Greenfield late of the Borough force, both of whom retired in June of this year.
The Head Constable (Mr. J Metcalfe) presided and there were also present Inspectors Howlett
and Skeggs, Sergeants Taylor, Rosam, Kendrick, Watson and Bullimore, and a large number
of constables.

The Head Constable in making the presentation gave a brief record of the work done by the
two officers whom they were assembled that day to honour and spoke in eulogistic terms in the
way they which their duties have always been carried out. Speaking of ex-Inspector Lee he
said it had always been a great pleasure to work with him, and they all felt sorry to lose him,
for there was always a touch of sadness about parting with friends who had proved themselves
to be good and sound ones. Ex-Inspector Lee was always a reliable officer, and never too hard
on his men — if he erred at all it was in the other direction. Ex-PC Greenfield also had an
excellent good conduct record, had served 30 years, was always steady and punctual, civil and
obliging and was never heard to grumble. Like ex-Inspector Lee he tried to live respected, and
they all hoped that the two officers would live long to enjoy their pensions and remember with
some gratification the years they had spent in the Force. (Applause). The Head Constable then
formally presented to the retired officers the gifts which had been subscribed for by members
of the Force. Ex-Inspector lee was the recipient of a handsome barometer, while Ex-PC
Greenfield’s memento took the form of a timepiece, both gifts being mounted in oak and
suitable engraved as “being marks of esteem from the members of the Reigate Borough Police.”

83 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 Reigate Borough Police annual report year end 31 December 1908
84 A Pictorial History of the Surrey Constabulary Gerry Middleton Stewart
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Ex-Inspector Lee afterwards responded in humorous phrases and spoke of the many changes
which had taken place in the Force since he joined it, particularly with reference to providing
for the comfort of the men.

1909 9 November: Coroner’s officer’s duties were passed from the police to a retired police
inspector Henry Lee. The Chief Constable directed that police officers would “cheerfully

render all such assistance.” 5°

Funeral at Redhill%®

From the Surrey Mirror 25 November 1927

We chronicle with regret the death of Mr Henry Lee who for thirty years was a member of the
Reigate Borough Police, from which body he retired on pension in July 1909. Mr Lee who was
held in wide esteem, went to reside at Godstone for a short period after his retirement from the
police force, but returned to Redhill where he was a familiar and respected figure. Mr Lee, who
had been in failing health for about five months, died on Friday last at 18, Osborne Road,
Redhill, at the age of 71 years.

Ex-Inspector Lee who was a native of Merrow, near Guildford, had many interesting
experiences during his lengthy association with the police force, and on more than one occasion
received commendation for exceptional services rendered. He spent some four years of his
early life on a farm and subsequently a short period in gardening, the love for which he always
retained. Seeking occupation further afield he joined the Metropolitan Police in 1874 when he
was 19 only years of age, but only served for two years and then transferred his service to the
Surrey County Constabulary, being stationed at Guildford and Woking.

Early Days In The Borough Force

Mr Lee joined the Reigate Borough Constabulary on February 16™, 1878, at the time when Mr
Rogers was Head Constable, and when the police force numbered 20 members only.

There were four sergeants but no inspectors in those days. Mr Lee described himself as the last
of “the thin blue line” his most cherished possessions including three photographs of members
of the force, one taken outside Redhill police station in 1879 when Mr Rogers was Head
Constable, consisting of only one line; a second one taken in 1892 when the force had
sufficiently increased in numbers to have a second line; and the third taken early in the present
century when the numbers allowed of a third line being arranged in the group. Mr Lee was the
last of those who appeared in the first photograph to leave the force. He was unfortunate to fall
victim to typhoid fever the year after he came to Redhill, that dire malady raging with

85 SCC Archives CC98/22/25 General Orders and other information compiled by Chief Constable Metcalfe
8 Surrey Mirror 25 November 1927 page 5
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considerable vigour in the borough at that period. Upon his recovery he was sent to Earlswood
to do duty when that place was made an out-station. He remained there two years rendering
public service by tracking down a housebreaker in Woodlands Road and arresting a man at the
Philanthropic Farm who it was discovered had served 24 years in prison.

e Y

Reigate Police 1879 Carlton Place Police Station by‘thé Mar‘ket Hall in Redhill
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Reigate Borough Police 1904
Smart Arrests
Mr Lee, naturally during so long a period of service in the borough had many interesting
experiences and in his early connection with the force played a signal part in allaying the public
mind at Reigate in connection with a number of burglaries that disturbed the peace of that end
of the town. These assumed such serious proportions that the aid of Scotland Yard was invoked,
but that authority deemed it to be a matter for the local police to deal with. PC Lee as he then

was, was sent over to do duty and speedily got on the “scent”. The second night a house was
broken into, and an alarm given at about 2am, but the burglars got away. Instead of retiring at
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the usual time PC Lee remained on the beat until daylight, making investigations” on his own”,
and searching the neighbourhood. It had been snowing and in the course of his investigations
he found the end of a silk handkerchief peeping out of the snow from the ditch. This proved to
contain the stolen articles and housebreaking implements and a loaded six chamber revolver
were discovered. The thieves were at once suspected but some delay ensuing in getting
authority to search, they left the borough and Reigate was unmolested from that date, a happy
circumstance due to the vigilance of the subject of this notice. In 1887 a number of burglaries
and robberies occurred at Redstone Hill and Holmthorpe and PC Lee was put on the beat. It
was not long before another house was broken into, and tracing footprints to Warwick’s Wold
and Caterham, he discovered some of the stolen goods and afterwards apprehended the thieves
at Godstone.

Distinctions and Commendations

For this smart piece of work, he was awarded the merit class and badge. As a police sergeant
Mr Lee again secured the distinction of merit in 1895 when he arrested a notorious burglar
named Johnson on the railway line at Reigate for burglary at Hillborow and Dodds Road. The
mayor speaking at a meeting of the Council after that capture said it was felt both by the old
and the then Watch Committee that the capture was one that called for a commendation and
should be made an example to other officers of the force. Mr JT Sanders seconded the motion,
which was heartily carried that Police Sergeant Lee should be raised to the merit class. Three
months later Sergeant Lee secured a big haul arresting a man on Redhill Common at 1am for
breaking into a house only two doors from the sergeant’s residence. A cartload of property was
found at the man’s house at Godstone and other places.

Somewhat singular circumstances surrounded the arrest of a man in 1897 for doing wilful
damage at a large house on Reigate Hill. The man, it transpired, had been a servant at the house
and at nightfall entered the garden, chopped down the tree, visited the greenhouse, throwing a
large number of flowering plants prepared for exhibition at the Reigate show, to the ground.
The place presented a scene of indescribable confusion. The manner of the tracking of the
offenders was somewhat singular one. It appeared that the man occupying the field adjoining
the gardens was in the field later that night attending a sick cow, and he observed a man in the
grounds, the man having discarded his boots before getting over the wall, and in the end a
conviction followed with a sentence of 12 months’ imprisonment. An “old bird” and “ticket of
leave man” named Nichols was arrested with the aid of PC Good for burglary at Morningside,
Reigate in 1898, receiving sentence of five years penal servitude as punishment for his act. On
that occasion Police Sergeant Lee as he then was, was the subject of eulogistic reference in the
Press, being described as “an expert burglar catcher” and referred to in terms of high eulogium.
The light of his lantern disclosed the fact to the sergeant that the pantry window had been
broken and an arrest speedily followed. The officer also distinguish himself in the capture of
other burglars at a later date, on one occasion being made the recipient of the sum of £1 1s by
the Watch Committee in recognition of his smartness in bringing an offender to justice.
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Head Constable Mr J Metcalfe of the Borough Police en-route to a civic service at the
Reigate Parish Church in 1909 with members of the Fire Brigade marching behind
(Picture Alan Moore)

Early Ambulance Work

Mr Lee was one of the first members to join an ambulance class in the Borough — in 1888-
when this instruction was not looked upon with the favour which it has since been regarded,
the members of the class having to join of their own initiative and contribute to their own
instruction. He received his certificate in 1888, Dr HW Ewen being the surgeon instructor. Mr
Lee was possessed with an unassuming manner, but the Reigate Police Force has never been
served by a more efficient and conscientious officer and he retired from the body not only with
the best wishes of his former comrades, but of the residents of the borough he had served so
well.

The Funeral

The funeral took place on Wednesday at the Baptist Tabernacle, Redhill followed by the
internment in Reigate cemetery, when a large number of friends of the deceased attended to
pay their last respects to him.

Note a long list of family and friends follows. The Reigate Borough Police was represented by
Inspector Spain, Inspector Hood, Police Sergeant Forster, Police Sergeant Parker and PCs
Claydon, Wing, Barnett, Bedell, Morse, Smith and Alderson. There was also present ex-
Sergeant Talbot and ex-Sergeant Rossman, ex-PC J Gadd and these with the representatives of
the Southern Provincial Police School ex-Inspector Hodder and Mr. W Botting, marched in
front of the cortege as it proceeded from the church to the cemetery.
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Synopsis

Many aspire to serve with the Special Air Service, arguably the world’s most prestigious
regiment, but few achieve their aim. In this inspiring memoir the author describes how he left
school without any qualifications and embarked on a 30-year career much of it spent in
Hereford, including four years in ‘The Regiment’. Against the odds he rose through the ranks
before being commissioned and eventually retiring as a Major.

Initially attached to 22 SAS as a signaller, he volunteered for and passed ‘Selection’, the most
gruelling and demanding of tests. He was posted to D Squadron Boat Troop with whom he saw
active service in the Falklands War, Northern Ireland and the UK counter-terrorist team.
Thanks to the diary he kept during the Falklands War, the reader is treated to a gripping first-
hand account of the intense action that he and his colleagues experienced, including recces,
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diversionary attacks, raids and ambushes both on South Georgia and the Falklands Islands.

Later he commanded the Royal Signals troop supporting D Squadron, 22 SAS before
commissioning and later on pursuing a second career as a security consultant in various Middle
Eastern hotspots.

About Tony Shaw

Tony Shaw joined the Royal Signals aged 15 as a junior entrant at the Army Apprentice
College, Harrogate. He volunteered for 264 (SAS) Signal Squadron and after four years
attached to D Squadron 22 SAS and qualifying as a parachutist, passed Selection in 1980. He
returned to D Squadron spending four years with 17 (Boat) Troop, serving in Northern Ireland
and the Falklands. In due course he went on to spend three years commanding D Squadron’s
Signals Troop.

During his military career he learnt five languages and was promoted through the ranks to WO1
and was commissioned in 1991. After retiring as a Major in 1999 he pursued a second career
as technical and security specialist in the Middle East.

Review

This is not an inflated tale of a man’s service with special forces accompanied by SAS in the
title to attract readers. This is the real thing! When those the author worked with are prepared
to compliment the author in reviews on its realism and worth then what is written can be
accepted as accurate given the proviso of confidentiality. The author is so obviously regarded
by those he knew and worked with and write glowingly of the book: a page turner, not able to
be put down, read in two days are all comments made in reviews. It is a story like so many in
the armed forces of that generation of failure at school, joining the army as an Apprentice or
Junior Leader and with access to a structured learning environment discovering they were
brighter than they were led to believe. Army Certificate of Education first Class with five passes
counted as GCEs giving the young soldier confidence to tackle more advanced and technical
training. And one thing is clear from the book. There are courses and training. Endless
opportunities to develop as an individual with the author taking every advantage of what the
army offered as he progressed from SF signals to being “badged” SAS and a member of D
Squadron Boat Troop. He had ambition for advancement with a willingness to make sacrifices
putting in the effort needed to meet the standard to be successful.

There are parts of the book that have been redacted as the content remains sensitive, but this
does not constrain the story of Tony Shaw’s service in the military and afterwards when he
trod the well-worn path of his contemporaries in the Middle East and Africa as a “security
advisor.”

The enormous tragedy of the loss of the helicopter which crashed in the sea when cross-decking

killing 22 souls from the SAS both “badged” and supporting arms, obviously hit Tony very
hard. He knew these men. He worked, trained and fought with them and to lose so many in an
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instant had no parallel since the Second World War when many men from the Regiment were
in a lorry hit by a shell. As with those who went before such tragedies were not allowed to slow
down or interfere with the mission, with operations continuing unabated.

Readers may be surprised at the level of expertise demanded by the army for all specialists.
Endless training and a need to qualify then regular re-classification in a whole range of skills
not just for the mainstream work of the SAS but amongst their support echelons such as signals.
It is the sheer graft and hard work away from home on lengthy courses though for some the
venues were exotic, not necessarily brain stretching but physically very demanding! It is clear
the commitment is absolute. Not a job. Not the army’s responsibility but individual
commitment and drive; a way of life.

This is one of those books that is hard to put down. Once into it with all its military acronyms,
the story reveals the way of life of a special forces soldier during his service and afterwards,
when the author joins the legion of adventurer former soldiers working in dangerous hotspots
of the world.
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