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1977 Chief Superintendents and ACPO 

 

 
Spencer Neville, Gerry Atfield, David Eades, Ron Underwood, Chris Atkins, David 

Harding, Frank Trussler, Maurice Jackman, Assistant Chief Constable Ian Kane, Deputy 

Chief Constable Chris Rowe, Chief Constable Peter Matthews, Assistant Chief Constable 

Peter Imbert, Ch Superintendent Derek Tunn-Clarke 

 
Chief Supts’ Club Milford 31 July 2011:  Gerry Atfield, David Eades, Peter Wickens, 

Ann Stewart (widow of Dave Stewart), John Hurst, Tony Grey, Robert Bartlett, Georgina 

Botting (widow of Ken Botting), Frank Chilmaid, Tony Forward, Des Flanders, Chris 

Atkins, Bob Cozens  
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Ward Street Court, Guildford 1974 

 

 
IRA suspects arrival at Ward Street, Guildford Magistrates' Court- 1974 - was anyone 

armed? Bert Hacker front centre 
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PC Gerry Spindlove, Superintendent David Harding, possibly Frank Kennison next to 

PC Spindlove and he was probably armed.1 

 

 
Keith Rogers, Jock MacLauchlan, Rose Murray? 

 

 
1 From Dr Peter Kennison 17 February 2022 email Robert Bartlett 
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First World War Letters – Surrey Constabulary Officers 
 

Robert Bartlett with newspaper research by Henry Pelham 

 

 
Surrey Constabulary War Memorial Mount Browne 

 

   
Guildford and Reigate Borough Police War Memorial 



 8 

It was not unusual for police officers recruited into the Surrey Constabulary before the First 

World War to have been soldiers coming with a reserve commitment. In August 1914 the 

reservists were immediately recalled to the Colours and were to experience all that was bad of 

the world war. They joined men from the Guildford Borough Police and Reigate Borough 

Police who over the next four years were augmented by more and more police officers. It was 

a constant challenge, a battle, for the chief constable to maintain a realistic level of policing 

given the vast increase in regulations, movement of peoples and the county becoming an armed 

camp with so many soldiers. Working on the Home Front may not have had the dangers of the 

trenches but nonetheless it was a hard life for those regular police officers who remained with 

their forces. 

 

Several letters were sent by police officers of the Surrey Constabulary attached to the BEF in 

France. The early letters were in 1914 and 1915 were written in response to Superintendent 

Coleman the officer in charge of the Dorking Division. Given the men were in France and 

fighting a war it again clearly indicates that the Surrey Constabulary had become very much a 

“family” force and that those serving in the army were still very much thought to be members 

of the Force. Superintendent Coleman was to lose two of his sons to the war. 

 

1914 August 8 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: (Four days into the war) Four men of 

the Dorking police division have been called out, viz PCs Bullen, Effingham; Cooke 

Dorking: Childs Fetcham; and Garwood Hookwood. 

 

1914 December 5 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser:  Policeman soldiers. Letters from 

Dorking men: There are several men formerly in the Dorking Divisional Police serving at the 

front, and recently their comrades have sent them tobacco and other comforts. In 

acknowledging this kindly thought, they each tell interesting stories. Pte F Garwood of the 

Bedfords says, “We have had some hot times. There are very few left of us who came out with 

the battalion. I am very sorry to hear about Butterfill (Butterfield) (formerly Capel constable 

reported wounded Ed) and trust he will soon recover. I have made a number of enquiries about 

Cooke when we have passed through his corps but cannot find him. When we were in our last 

position, I was only a mile away from Child’s regiment. I have not run against him yet. I may 

see him when we go back. We are now having a seven-day rest, the first we have had since we 

have been here. It seems quite a treat not hearing rifle fire.   

 

Pte Cooke writes, “I do not mind telling you the Germans have not got it all their own way. 

They cannot do all they thought they would do with “French’s contemptible little army.” It is 

a good bone for them to pick, and it is not the only one either.  

 

The most interesting letter comes from PC Childs of the Royal Berks, now a corporal. “Up to 

now” he says, “we have had a very rough time fighting all day and night; no time to think of 

writing letters. But we are having a good rest now to get made up again, and we want it to! We 

have lost a lot of men, but I am glad to say, mostly wounded. Our casualties up to now are well 

over a thousand so you can guess we have been somewhere near the fighting. But my luck has 

been in so far. I have been knocked over by the explosion of a shell and have had bits of shell 
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and bullets come through my clothes but have not been hit yet. It has been very cold – just a 

little- and I can tell you I have wished the Germans somewhere more than once; and to top 

things, after killing them in the day, you have to turn out at night when you are dead tired and 

nearly frozen to bury them. And still there are dozens lying about who want burying just in 

front of our trenches, but somebody else may have that pleasure. 

 

I should like to be able to tell you where we are, but we are not allowed to, and we do not know 

where we will go when we start again. Every time the French have relieved us, we have taken 

a new position. I have had a couple of letters from Cooke. He is in a rest camp somewhere. It 

is a pity we cannot find one another; we would make up for lost time. I bet he is finding this 

war is not a holiday like Africa for them. I have heard nothing of “Gus” (Garwood). I was 

close to the Beds once during an attack but there was too much noise to ask for him. I have 

seen a lot of Bullen’s regiment, but nobody seems to know him so I suspect he is in another 

battalion somewhere (Pte Henry Bullen of the 1st Grenadiers formerly stationed at Dorking 

and Effingham has been reported killed. Ed) We are getting a good supply of smokes just now. 

Please thank the Division for me. I hope to be with you all again before long. I will never 

grumble about police duty again if it is my luck to do any again. It has been very hot – no kid- 

and I am afraid we shall want all Kitchener’s Army before long.” 

 

1914 December 19 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Soldier Policemen: Letters 

from Dorking men: Superintendent Coleman of Dorking has received interesting letters 

from ex-Dorking policemen who are with the forces in France. Pte Garwood of the 1st 

Bedfordshire Regiment says, “How thankful I was to receive your letter which I have read and 

re-read constantly until I know it by heart. I cannot but appreciate your kindness and sympathy 

as regards the strain we have to bear…… For this is hell upon earth and I do not expect it has 

ever been witnessed before. I regret to hear of the bad news of poor Bullen, but he had done 

his duty. I have not come across any of our other men yet, but I hope to do so sooner or later. I 

shall be pleased to run across your son as it is a pleasure to see people you know. I have not 

even seen my own brother yet. I must draw this to a close trusting you will remember me to 

the officers and men of the division, whom I hope to be with soon if I have the luck.” 

 

Lance Corporal Cooke a Dorking constable attached to the Royal Army Medical Corps 

writes: “Many thanks for your ever welcome letter which I received quite safe. I was glad to 

hear you were quite well as I am thankful to say it leaves me the same at present. I was also 

glad to know that Childs and Garwood were both well when you last heard of them. I had a 

paper last week, so I saw in it that about Bullen being dead. I was very sorry indeed because 

as you know we were big chums. ----- We never know when it may come to be our turn, 

especially out here; it is nothing but risk all the time. We shall be glad when it is all over and 

get back to our old jobs again. I am glad to hear your son is getting on well. You will see from 

my address I have also been made lance corporal, but we do not take a lot of notice of that on 

active service, all pull the same way. Of course, it is more pay for us; that’s the best part about 

it and have it all to draw when I get back if it is our luck to do so, which I trust it will be. We 

are having very unsettled weather just now, raining every day. Please remember me to the 

inspector and sergeant and all others I know. 
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Police Sergeant William Hall Surrey Constabulary 2/4 Queens First World War 

Wounded and Invalided  

1915 June 5: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Dorking Constables enlist: PCs WJ 

Hall, William Frampton and A. Weller have this week joined the Colours. Out of the 

Dorking Division of the Surrey Constabulary eight constables are serving their King and 

country. Four were on the reserve when war broke out. 

1915 July 10 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: The Gates of Hell: Sergeant Garwood 

of the 1st Bedford Regiment, a former Dorking police constable write to Mr McIsaac hon 

secretary and treasurer of the St Paul’s Men’s Club as follows: “I have much pleasure in 

acknowledging a parcel of cigarettes and tobacco which I received on June 12. I heartily thank 

you and all the members. I can assure you they were very acceptable as cigarettes are dropping 

off fast. I am in the best of health. My nerves have got pretty weak also my constitution with 

the gas, for ten months in this country is enough for any man. We anxiously wait for the time 

to come for peace and solitude but at present we are still within the gates of hell and to come 

back to civilisation again would be like going into heaven. I have never been out of shell range 

since I have been here…. I suppose you know that my regiment was the one that held Hill 60 

after it had been captured. 

 

Surrey Constable loses a foot 

 

1915 September 18 Surrey Advertiser: News has come to hand that Private William James 

Hall whose home is in Camberley and who before the war was a constable in the Surrey 

Constabulary has lost his right foot as a result of the action. He joined the 5th Queen’s at 

Tunbridge Wells and the day the 2/4th moved from Bedford he was transferred to that battalion. 

He is now in hospital in England and t appears from a letter received by his parents a day or 

two ago that the greater part of his right foot was swept away by a shell and the rest had to be 

amputated. PC Hall only joined the Surrey Constabulary in November last.2 

 

1915 September 18 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Dorking policeman wounded: 

Private William Hall of the 5th Queen’s Royal West Surrey Regiment, a former Dorking police 

constable has had the misfortune to lose a foot in the operations at Gallipoli. He is now in the 

Royal Victoria Hospital, Netley and in a letter to Superintendent Coleman he says; “I will now 

try and write you a few lines for I am sure you will be pleased to hear from me. Since leaving 

you three months ago, and many are the interesting and thrilling sights that I have seen during 

that time. It is with much regret that I have to tell you my services as a soldier have ended and, 

worst still, I shall not be able to re-join the police Force for I lost my right foot in Gallipoli, 

which will mean looking for a fresh job. I remember quite plainly, after ascertaining what 

damage the shell had done, telling myself that my career as a policeman was ended, which 

 
2 Surrey Advertiser 11 September 1915 
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filled me with many regrets. My brother also has been wounded since though I do not know 

yet how seriously.  

 

I am going on all right and feel very well. It is now nearly a month since I was wounded, so 

that nearly all pain has gone. It was a very clean wound, the foot taken right off at the ankle, 

for which I feel very thankful, for so many chaps get maimed terribly. It is a ghastly business, 

and one would think such a thing as civilisation non-existent. It surprises me greatly the light-

hearted manner in which we all suffered our “baptism of fire.” Nearly everybody was passing 

off some joke as each shell came over. I did not see much fighting for it could not have been 

much more than six hours after landing when I was hit. 

 

Gallipoli has an awful climate, being scorching hot during the day and extremely cold at night. 

This increases the hardships which our men face, as does thirst. The Turks are gradually falling 

back, however. 

 

Kindly remember me to all my old comrades. I hope they are keeping in good health, and 

yourself and family too. I am hoping to be discharged soon. I am told when I get my new foot 

the loss will hardly be noticeable.” 

 

Surrey Mirror - Friday 22 November 1940 Oxted Police Officer Retires. Lost A 

Leg in Suvla Bay Landing.: After 28 years in the Police Force, Police Sergeant 

William Hall, Divisional Clerk at Oxted, retired on Saturday. He joined the Berkshire 

Constabulary in 1912 and served first at Reading and then for two years at Clewer. An 

early recollection of his was of an occasion when he was detailed to take home the 

superintendent's horse from the royal shoot in Windsor Great Park. Losing his way in 

the woods, he was concerned to find himself right in the way of the guns. "I might have 

been shot,” said Sergeant. Hall, "but worse than that was the unqualified abuse I 

received from the royal verdurers for disturbing the game in the coverts that were about 

to be shot over.”  

 

Sergeant Hall transferred to the Surrey Constabulary in 1914, and in the following year, 

learning his life-long friend had been killed, he enlisted and went with the 2/4th Queen’s 

to Gallipoli. "The troopship steamed without lights into Suvla Bay,” said Sergeant Hall, 

"and we leapt from the ship on to barges, which were towed ashore. Alighting, we stole 

up the hillside through the scrub and lay down among the rocks. With the dawn the 

enemy opened fire on the monitors and then shortened the range and shells began to 

plaster the hillside. Six hours after landing I was hit in the foot and lost it. I returned to 

England on the next ship.” 

 

Then followed 24 years police clerical service, for the last four years at Oxted. Because 

of his artificial leg, said Sergeant. Hall, there had been little variation in his work, but 

he remembered one Easter Monday when he, the only man immediately available, 

cycled to intercept a man who had been seen hurrying from a temporarily unoccupied 

house stuffing jewellery in his pockets as he ran. Sergeant Hall met him a mile from 
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the house and arrested him. The man had wounded himself with a revolver he had found 

in his quest for spoil. When examining the revolver, he pressed the muzzle against a 

finger of his left hand and must have pulled the trigger with the other hand. 

Miraculously, the bullet lodged in the finger bone.  

 

Sergeant Hall’s successor at Oxted is P.C. W. Hood, who has been promoted to 

sergeant. Mr. Hood has been assistant divisional clerk here since October 1937 and was 

previously at Dorking.3 

 

1915 July 3: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Dodging the German Shells – 

interesting letter: Corporal WC Cook(e) of the RAMC former member of the Dorking 

Constabulary who was recommended for gallant and distinguished service at the Front, writes 

Superintendent Coleman: “ I have been trying to write to you for several days but have not had 

the chance until now although at the same time we are in billets at present, We have been out 

of action just over a fortnight now and standing to ready to go in again. We gad rather a warm 

reception in our last place; we got shelled terribly one morning, so much so our men had to 

leave the guns and go into another field where there were some dugouts to take cover, and the 

following morning they had us again and we had to move out of it in broad daylight. The men 

had to pull the guns across a field into a farmyard one at a time so the German airmen would 

not notice anything going on. In the meantime, the horses came along and got them away but 

the Germans spotted us and sent us a few more souvenirs over, but we managed to get away 

with four wounded and no one killed, so we were extremely lucky. One large shell burst close 

to our officers and completely buried the, but they were both got out alright except for a few 

scratches and bruises, but they treated it as a joke, and afterwards what a rotten shot it was…..  

What lovely weather we have had just recently. This morning e had a beautiful shower of rain 

and now it is fine again. The corn looks very nice about here and they have just started 

haymaking, a thing I did not think I should be out here long enough to see.” 

 

1915 August 7 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Fighting Policemen: 

Superintendent Coleman has recently received letters from several of his men who were in 

his force at Dorking when war broke out. Sergeant Garwood 1st Battalion Bedfordshire 

Regiment says, “I have at last found time to drop you a line. We have been busy moving and 

gone down to the south of France more or less in the Arras district. We are only too pleased to 

get away from Hill 60 where we endured 56 days of trenches and each time the Germans either 

blew up a trench or a sap. This is without being heavily shelled and grenaded. 

 

Corporal WC Cooke Royal Army Medical Corps writes, “I have just been reading a piece in 

the paper about PC Best formerly of the Oxted Division who was wounded last March and has 

been discharged from hospital. He has had rather a bad time and I hope he may be fit again. I 

see there are quite a lot of our men who have joined the army for the duration of the war. We 

are having a good long rest out of action this time, but I suppose our artillery I not of much use 

 
3 Surrey Mirror - Friday 22 November 1940 
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as we stand now. Perhaps we shall get another quick move on one of these days and then it will 

come in very useful. Last week the battalion I am attached to did some training and it was very 

great sport indeed. We had to get the battery across the canal, which was pretty deep, without 

bridges of any sort; horses, guns, waggons, everything had to go through the water. The horses 

swam through, and the men had to pull the guns and waggons through by hand. For those who 

could not swim a rope was fixed up and they were pulled across which was very amusing as 

you can imagine. We are several miles away from the firing line but can hear the noise of the 

guns, and this afternoon there is a terrible bombardment going on; not a minute elapses without 

the roar of guns. I often wish that every shell of our shat goes over the German lines would 

wipe about a thousand out. We should soon then begin to see the end of the war, perhaps.  

 

There is no doubt that Germany is a marvellous nation to stand against all the countries as she 

is doing at present. I think sooner or later, though, she will have to give way and then we must 

crush them, or they will soon prepare for us again. (Note: How foresightful was that paragraph!) 

 

1917 December 29: Surrey Advertiser: Dorking Sergeant ME Childs, Berkshire Regiment 

was killed in France on December 2 by a shell falling in his trench. Deceased was a member 

of the Dorking Police Force when he joined up in the early days of the war and he was a 

reservist. His wife lives at North Holmwood. 

 

1917 December 29 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: One of “The Contemptibles”: 

Mrs ME Childs 14 Brooklyn Terrace, North Holmwood has received news from his captain of 

the death of her husband Sergeant Childs of the Berkshire regiment who it appears, was 

instantly killed by a shell falling on his trench on the 2 December. Sergeant Childs was in the 

Dorking Divisional Police force when the war broke out. He joined the force in June 1913 and 

after being stationed in Dorking for about twelve months was transferred to Fetcham. He was 

there when called up as a reservist. He was one of the Mons heroes “the Contemptible” little 

army so derisively spoken of by the Kaiser. Sergeant Childs has been twice wounded and was 

also at home in hospital for a period suffering from frostbite. 

 

He is the fourth member of the Dorking Police to lose his life, the other three being PCs Weller, 

Wise and Bullen 

 

Officers mentioned in the letters 

 

Superintendent Henry Coleman Surrey Constabulary 1884-1920: Henry Coleman was 

superintendent at Hersham before moving to Dorking Division which covered parts of 

Reigate that were not in the Reigate Borough Police area, Banstead, Ashtead Leatherhead 

Dorking and the large rural area. He had a very distinguished career in the Surrey Constabulary. 

His sons Lance Corporal Percy Coleman 7th Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment killed in 1915 

and Albert Coleman, former PC East Sussex Constabulary, sergeant in the East Surrey 

Regiment 4th Battalion, killed 1918. Two other sons Francis Coleman served in the Liverpool 

Regiment (shrapnel wounds to his left side) and Leonard served with the East Surrey Regiment. 

They both survived 
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1916 but undated from the Dorking Advertiser: Superintendent Coleman’s son killed: We 

regret to hear that Lance-Corporal Percy Coleman 7th Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment; fourth 

son of Superintendent Coleman of Dorking has died from wounds in France. He was shot in 

the buttocks and leg, apparently last Sunday and survived only a short time. Lance Corporal 

Coleman joined the Army in September 1914 a month after war broke out and he was out at 

the Front last winter when he contracted dysentery in the trenches, which developed into double 

pneumonia. He was reported dead by the War Office, but he pulled through and when 

sufficiently recovered he was sent home, and for some time was in a hospital in Oxford City. 

Last January at Dorking he buried his young wife who died from the aftereffects of an 

operation, and within less than a week he had re-joined his regiment in France. Mr and Mrs 

Coleman will have much sympathy in their sorrow 

 

 
 

Percy Coleman Roll of Honour Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

 

Percy Coleman is buried at the Bethune Cemetery in France. His grave reference number is 

V.A.75. His headstone reads ‘Thy Will Be Done.’ 

Henry, Superintendent of Police, received £2, 10s and 10d on the 2nd of November 1916 and 

£6 and 10s on the 2nd of November 1919 in Soldier’s Effects. 

Lance Sergeant Albert George Coleman 4 5 

Former PC East Sussex Constabulary  

 

Albert was baptised on 12th April 1885 at St Peter’s Church in Woking. His parents were 

Henry a policeman and Alice. In the 1891 census the family are living at the police station in 

Guildford Road, Woking. Albert has an older brother Henry William, who is 8 years old, and 

two younger brothers Francis aged three and Percy aged one. 1901 census the family have 

moved to the police station in High Street, Frimley. Henry, Albert’s father is now a sergeant 

with the Surrey Constabulary. Albert is a railway porter, and his brother Francis is an assistant 

Oilman. There are also three more children; Leonard aged 9, Alice aged 7 and Mabel aged 5. 

 

In the 1911 Census Albert has left home and is now a Police Constable. He is living at the 

Police Station in Petworth, Sussex. His parents are now living in Walton-on-Thames. Leonard 

and Alice are still at home and there is one more daughter, Ellen Minnie aged 7. 

 
4 https://dorkingmuseum.org.uk/corporal-albert-george-coleman/ 
5 Patricia Brazier for the research 



 15 

 

On the 30 November 1915, Albert joined the East Surrey Regiment 4th Battalion. His 

occupation at the time was a milkman so no longer a police officer. He was 5 feet 11 inches 

tall and weighed 172 pounds. On 21 October 1917, Albert was promoted to Lance Sergeant 

and was transferred to the 1st Battalion. A notice in The Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 

of 4th May 1918 says the following: - 

 

“Albert Coleman had a remarkable escape; a Shell splinter knocked off the brim of his 

helmet, the missile passed down his back and tore a hole in his great coat without 

causing a flesh wound. A piece of the same shell also cut his rifle in two. Though 

suffering from shock Sergeant Coleman is still doing his duty on the lines of 

communication.” 

 

This notice also mentions that Albert’s brother Frank of the Liverpool Regiment is in hospital 

in Glasgow suffering from shrapnel wound to his left side. 

 

Albert was killed by enemy action on 21st May 1918, an announcement in The Dorking and 

Leatherhead Advertiser of Friday 1st June: 

 

“It appears that in the early morning of May 20th he took part in an attack, carried out 

by his battalion when his platoon officer was disabled, he took command of the platoon 

and led it to the objective and carried out the consolidation. At dawn the following 

morning he was shot through the head by a rifle bullet, his death was instantaneous. 

His captain in sending sympathy to his parents says Sergeant Coleman was a valued 

NCO and his loss is greatly felt by officers, NCO’s and men. 

 

Also mentioned in the letters are: 

 

Police Constable 257 Henry Edward Thomas Bullen 

Surrey Constabulary 

1st Battalion Grenadier Guards 4 August 1914 

Killed 26 October 1914 age 30 

 

Served as Private 12378 in the 1st Battalion Grenadier Guards and is buried in Zantvoorde 

British cemetery. PC Bullen was the son of Thomas and Mary Bullen. Henry was born at 

Walmer in Kent enlisting at Canterbury. 

 

Henry Bullen joined the Surrey Constabulary on 11th November 1912 and was sworn in on 29th 

November 1912 at Guildford aged 28 before Col. Ricardo and Capt. Briscoe. His appointment 

number was 1642 and his collar number 257. At the time of his appointment, he gave his trade 

as Grocer’s Assistant, although he had previously served with the Grenadier Guards for seven 

years from 28th September 1905 to 27th September 1912.He was first stationed at Dorking later 

moving to Effingham and during his service was promoted from 3rd class to 1st class Constable. 
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6 

 

1914 November 28: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Policeman’s Death: The 

announcement has been received of the death at the Front of Private Henry Bullen 2nd 

Company, 1st Grenadiers. Bullen until he was called up was a member of the Surrey 

Constabulary; he was stationed at Dorking for some time and was then transferred to Effingham 

where he was at the time he was recalled to the Colours. He was of a nice genial disposition, 

and popular with his colleagues in the Dorking Division who have heard of his death with 

sincere sorrow.  Bullen was a native of Deal and was unmarried. 

 

There are now three other men of the Dorking Police Division at the Front viz: PCs Cooke, 

Childs and Garwood.7 

 

PC 141 Harry George Wise, Surrey Constabulary 

2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards 

Aged 26, 26 September 1916 

 

PC Wise served as a Private in the 2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards and is remembered on the 

Thiepval Memorial having died in the battle of the Somme.   

 

 
6 http://www.surreycommunity.info/effinghamparishcouncil/local-history/research-projects/3-effingham-in-

wartime/effingham-ww1-memorial/effww1mem-bullen/ 

7 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 28 November 1914 

http://www.surreycommunity.info/effinghamparishcouncil/local-history/research-projects/3-effingham-in-wartime/effingham-ww1-memorial/effww1mem-bullen/
http://www.surreycommunity.info/effinghamparishcouncil/local-history/research-projects/3-effingham-in-wartime/effingham-ww1-memorial/effww1mem-bullen/
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PC 141 probably Harry Wise 

 

He joined the Surrey Constabulary on 1st February 1912 aged 22 and was sworn in before Col. 

Ricardo and Col. Hadaway at Guildford on 16th February 1912. His appointment number was 

1604 and his collar number 141. At the time of his appointment, he gave his trade as gardener 

working for Mr Bowen at Stoke D’Abernon. He was first stationed at Dorking and during his 

service he was promoted from 3rd class to 1st class Constable. Described as: 

Age 22 

Height 5’ 11” 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown (curly) 

Eyes Blue 

Birth Place Long Ditton 

 

 

 
Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 7 October 1916 

 

PC 85 Alfred James Weller 

Household Battalion (2nd Life Guards) 
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Died age 26 3 May 1917 

 

PC Weller served as a Lance Corporal number 66 in the Household Battalion (Previously 3687 2nd Life 

Guards).  The son of Henry and Elizabeth Weller, of Anyards Rd., Cobham, Surrey he is buried in the Roeux 

British Cemetery. 

 

He enlisted at Guildford and gave his residence as Cobham Joined the Surrey Constabulary on 6th April 1914 

aged 23, and was sworn in at Guildford before Col Ricardo and J N Renton on 11th April 1914. His 

appointment number was 1715 and his collar number 85. At the time of his appointment, he gave his trade 

as baker working for Keen and Sons at Godalming. He was first stationed at Dorking and during his service 

he was promoted from 3rd class to 2 class Constable 

 

Aged 23 

Height 5’ 9 ½” 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Blue 

  Birth Place      Cobham 

 

PC 269 Charles Henry Childs 

Surrey Constabulary  

Aged 29, Died 29 2 December 1917 

 

PC Childs served as a Sergeant in the 2nd Battalion Royal Berkshire Regiment. He died aged 

29 the son of Charles and Elizabeth Childs, of Ling Cottage, Lightwater, Bagshot, Surrey, and 

the husband of Maud E. Childs, of 14, Brooklyn Terrace, North Holmwood, Dorking. He is 

remembered on the Tyne Cot Memorial. Henry Childs enlisted in Reading when he gave his 

residence as North Holmwood, Surrey. 

 

Charles Childs joined the Surrey Constabulary on 1st April 1913 aged 26, and was sworn in on 

11th April at Guildford before Col. Ricardo and H. Kenton Esq. His appointment number was 

1667 and his collar number 269. At the time of his appointment, he gave his trade as a Gardener, 

being at that time employed by his father at Bagshot, although he had previously served with 

the Royal Berkshire Regiment from 29th December 1904 to 13th November 1912.He was first 

stationed at Dorking and during his service was promoted from 3rd class to 1st class Constable 

 

Age 26 

Height 5’ 11” 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Auburn 

Eyes Blue 

Birthplace Hertford 
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Charles was on the Reserve and re-joined 1st Royal Berkshire Regiment in Reading. By the 

time he re-enlisted, he was living in North Holmwood, Surrey. He disembarked on the 27th of 

August 1914 into the Western Front. 

 

In March 1915, he married Maud Emily Salmons, by Licence, at St Anne´s Church in Bagshot. 

At the time of the marriage, Charles was a Corporal in the Royal Berkshire Regiment and living 

at Ling Cottage, Lightwater, Bagshot. At the time of the marriage, Maud Emily Salmons lived 

at 39 Hart Road, Dorking. Charles ‘s sister, Helen Childs, was the couple´s witness. 

 

Charles Henry and Maud Emily had 2 children: Charles William Childs born in 1916 and 

Elizabeth Maud Childs born in 1918, both in the Registration District of Dorking, Surrey. 

 

 Charles left to his wife Maud £4, 2d on the 8th of April 1918, £4, 9s and 4d on the 11th of May 

1918 and a further £22 on the 2nd of February 1920 in Soldier´s Effects. 

 Charles received the British War and Victory Medals and the 1914 Star.8 

 

Other officers mentioned in the letters 

 

Cooke Walter 

Charles PC107 

later PC55 age 22 

in March 1913 

joined 11 June 

1913 entry on roll 

1677 posted 

Dorking 

 

Re-joined Surrey 

Constabulary Feb 

18, 1919 

 

Two wound stripes. 

And overseas 

chevrons  

1919 Woking 

group photo 

Enlistment 

mentioned Dorking 

and Leatherhead 

Advertiser 28 

November 1914 

 

 

Garwood 

Frederick Arthur 

PC272 then PC 

22 age 26 in 

April 1913 

joined 21 April 

1913 from 

Bedfordshire 

Regiment entry 

1671 

Sergeant 1 Battalion 

Bedfordshire Regt in 

1915 

 

Reservist from Dorking 

Division  

 

 

4 August 1914 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 28 

October 1919 

Enlistment 

mentioned 

Dorking and 

Leatherhead 

Advertiser 28 

November 

1914 

 

 
8 https://www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk/sargent-charles-henry-childs/ 



 20 

Hall William 

James PC286 

age 21 in March 

1914 joined 16 

November 1914 

entry 1756 from 

Berkshire  

Stationed 

Camberley 

Queens – lost a foot 

Suvla a Bay Landing 

2/4th Queen’s to 

Gallipoli. 

29 May 1915 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

October 1 1916  

Later sergeant 

retired 

November 

1940 with 28 

years’ service 

when 

divisional 

clerk at Oxted. 

Died 19 

November 

1956 

 

Best Percy  

PC Best was the 

groom to 

Superintendent 

West at Oxted. 

Posted to 

Tongham. 

Married about 

1914 

2nd Manchester 

Regiment 

Reservist 

 

(CC Report 10 March 

1919 Wounded 

permanently 

incapacitated) 

4 August 1914

 

Shot 

penetrated 

back near 

spine affected 

ribs and one 

lung. In Netley 

Hospital four 

months. Did 

not return to 

the police 

Died Sept 

1951 

Butterfill John 

Robert PC116 

age 24 

November 1911 

joined 11 March 

1912 number160 

Army RHA  

 

Surrey History Centre 

Archive reference 

CC100/1/71 has the 

name as Butterfill 

sometime Butterfield 

 

 

Called up 4 August 

1914 later 

“wounded. 

Rejoined”. Re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

December 1916 after 

serving in the army 

Died 27 April 

1938 in 

service 

following an 

operation for a 

gastric ulcer 

26 years’ 

service 

Frampton 

William Francis 

PC285/PC14 age 

20 in September 

1913 joined 27 

April 1914 entry 

1718 

Military Foot Police 

Lance Corporal 

Transferred to Royal 

Garrison Artillery No 

211682 

Dorking and 

Leatherhead 

Advertiser 5 June 1915 

enlist from Dorking 

 

7 June 1915 - 27 

September 1919 re-

joined Surrey 

Constabulary  

Died 21 

December 

1970 
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Police Constable Percy Howard Best 

Surrey Constabulary  

Corporal 2nd Manchester Regiment 

 

On the 4 August 1914 at the outbreak of the war PC Percy Best joined up but was discharged 

after being wounded and did not return to the Force. PC Best was the groom to Superintendent 

West at Oxted before being transferred to Tongham when he married in 1912. A picture of the 

mounted PC, which hung in Oxted police station, is now in the archive at Mount Browne.9 

 

 
PC Percy Best at Oxted about 1913 

 

The Following have recently been found in old Newspapers 

 

1914 November 7 Surrey Advertiser: Private EW Brattle is reported to be dangerously 

wounded and is in 13 General Hospital at Boulogne. He is suffering from gunshot wounds to 

the spine. Brattle had been a constable several years at Godalming before being called up on 

the Reserve and is very popular amongst his comrades in the Force. 

 

1914 November 16 Surrey Advertiser: Godalming Constable killed: Pte EW Brattle of the 

East Kent regiment and a Godalming police constable whose death from wounds is reported, 

was 29 years of age. He had been in the police force for two years having been stationed at 

Woking and Haslemere in addition to Godalming. He was previously for seven years with the 

colours having spent the greater period of his service in South Africa and China.  

 

 

 
9 Conversation between the granddaughter and John Molyneux May 2012 www.surrey-constabulary.com 
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1915 May 15 Surrey Advertiser: Boro Constable Killed: Definite news has been obtained 

of Pte WG Deacon 1st Coldstream Guards, lately of the Borough Police Force (Guildford 

Borough Police). Private Deacon was reported as wounded and missing on September 14 last 

and since that date repeated efforts have been made to gain tidings of him. Now however 

through one of his friends at the front the whole story has been told by Pte Golding also of the 

Coldstream Guards now on sick furlough. At 7.30 on the morning of September 14th the 

company was ordered to advance up a narrow gully to the heights above the Aisne to hold the 

hill close to the village of Vendresse. There was no supporting artillery and as the men arrived 

at the top they were simply shot down. Private Deacon was shot and killed instantly. Private 

Golding and several others were taken prisoner but subsequently they overpowered their guard 

and escaped. Those that were left on the field that night were stripped of all papers and of their 

identification discs, so that when three days later, the burying party sent to fetch them away 

they could not be identified. Happily Private Golding was one of the burying partyand he knew 

and was able to identify several among them Pte Deacon. They were buried in the churchyard 

at Vendresse by a Church of England clergyman in a large grave facing east over the Aisne 

valley. In spite of their seeming failure this hill was never lost, so Pte Golding says until it was 

finally handed over to the French when the British troops left the Aisne valley, so their lives 

given so nobly were not given in vain. Private Deacon leaves a widow and a little son. 

 

1915 June 5: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Private Wakefield of the 2nd Battalion 

The Queen’s Royal West Surrey Regiment brother of PC Fred Wakefield of Dorking was we 

regret o state, killed in action on May 16th. Pte Wakefield belonged to Godalming. 

 

1915 June 5: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Dorking Constables Enlist: PCs WJ 

Hall, William Frampton and A Weller have this week joined the colours. Out of the Dorking 

Division of the Surrey Constabulary eight constables are serving their King and country. Four 

were on the Reserve when the war broke out. 

 

1919 April 11: Surrey Mirror: Police War Record: The Chief Constable in a report to the 

Standing Joint Committee stated that 50 constables who had been serving in the army had 

returned to their duties. The following constables had been decorated for their services: Walter 

Tuppen DCM; Thomas Runnegar MM; Henry Brand MM. 

 

The following constables had been wounded: W Stevens, WH Duke, W Tuppen, W Hall, G 

Abdy, JR Butterfield, G Knight, WH Head, J Sawyer, JA Hancock, P Claxton, C Andrews, A 

Pease. 

 

The following had been permanently incapacitated through wounds: PCs C Farrow, G Moore, 

P Best. 

 

As far as we know the undermentioned have been killed or died on service: PC H Bullen, C 

Childs, H Wise, W Paine, W Avenell, E Brattle, H Noakes, J Freemantle, T Fremantle, N 

Smithers, D Russell, AE Warrell 
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Turner Edgeler 

Inspector 

Surrey Constabulary  

1870-1899 

 
Died: 10 April 1911 aged 63 and is buried St Mary the Virgin, Shalford 

 

Robert Bartlett with additional research by Henry Pelham, Jean Pelham and Robert 

Simonson 

 

Born 1848 and christened Haslemere, died 1911 – Shalford aged 63 

 

Family History research by Jean Pelham with newspaper research by Henry Pelham.  

 

Father: Edward Edgeler – occupation Carpenter Mother: Mary  

Census – 1851 Age 2 - living in Haslemere with parents – Edward and Mary, and 

Brothers Edward, George, Richard. 

Census – 1861 Age 12 – living in Haslemere with Mother Mary and brother – Richard 

age 16.  Also, two lodgers – Benjamin Brown and George Bartlett. 

Census – 1871 Age 22 – Living in Haslemere, as a lodger – with James Windiban and 

family.  Occupation – Messenger. 

Census – 1881 Age 32 – Living – The Village, Cranleigh with wife Ellen and children 

– Ellen May age 6, George Turner aged 3, Amelia Ethel age 1.  Occupation Police Constable. 

Census – 1891 Age 42 – Living Police Station, Walton, Hersham.  Occupation Police 

Officer – Inspector.  Living with wife Ellen, and children – Ellen May 17, William James 13, 

Amelia Ethel 11, Albert 8 and Elizabeth Harding 43 – Sister-in-law and Maybryn Harding 6 - 

niece. 

Census – 1901 Age 52 – living with wife Ellen, daughters, Amelia E 21, Alice and 

Lilian Warr.  (Census tells us that these two are daughters, but I cannot find any other 

information, so cannot confirm either way).   Occupation Publican. 

Census – 1911  Age 62 – living with wife Ellen, also Ellen May 37, George 35, Lilian 

Warr 28, and Grandson Frederick 1.  Living at the Victoria Hotel, Foxley Gardens, Purley.  

Occupation Police Pensioner – Innkeeper. 

 

Turner Edgeler married Ellen Anker 22 July 1871, Bramshot, Hampshire 

 

Died: 10 April 1911 and is buried St Mary the Virgin, Shalford 

 

Robert Simonson County archives 8 February 2022 
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The records at the archives indicate that Turner Edgeler had two stints in the Force.  The 

appointments book (9152/1/2/1/2) has a tight binding so one or two bits of information are 

missing on the right-hand side, but I have added details below.     

 

It states he was married in July 1872, collar no. 34 and was previously a postman between 

Haslemere and Liphook.  Punishments, obscured by the book weight, were zero.   

 

Appointment 645 

 

 
Image 1 is appointment no. 645, and he is described as brown hair and collar no. 42 
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No posting other than initial with no discipline or promotions 

 
Resigned June 1867 having joined in February 

 

Images 2 and 3 are for appointment no. 776. It states he was married in July 1872, collar no. 

34 and was previously a postman between Haslemere and Liphook.  Punishments, obscured 

by the book weight, were zero.   
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1872 August 3 Surrey Advertiser: Arson by a reformatory boy: John Holland 15, a labourer 

was indicted for setting fire to two stacks of hay at Charlwood the property of J Cheal and 

Sons. Turner Edgeler of the Surrey Constabulary gave evidence that on Saturday morning 11 

May the prisoner went to his house at Charlwood and said he had set fire to some stacks. The 

officer went with the prisoner, who when searched had matches in his pocket, to where the 

stacks were burning. Witness Henry Thornton a labourer said he saw the prisoner who said he 

would do something worse if he was not sent away. Inspector Pocock of the County Police 

charged the prisoner who told him he slept under the first stack he had set alight. One of the 

stacks was totally destroyed the other partially so.  

 

The Rev Walters chaplain of the Philanthropic Society’s Farm School. Redhill said the prisoner 

an inmate, absconded on the 9 May. He was under a sentence of three weeks imprisonment and 

five years in the reformatory.  

 

The prisoner in the last case was called and both received judgement. His Lordship said it was 

very sad to see two boys in such a position. Stone had not committed any offence before and 

would be sentenced to a month’s imprisonment and receive 20 lashes with a birch rod, and 

perhaps when he felt the pain of that he would have some thought of the pain he had inflicted 
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wantonly upon others. As to Holland the case was different for, he had been convicted before 

and left a place he was well cared for. He was sentenced to eighteen months imprisonment with 

hard labour. 

Brother George a PC Dismissed 

 

1874 May 16 West Surrey Times: Send and Ripley: The indecent policeman: At the Surrey 

Sessions George Edgeler a policeman aged 31 years pleaded guilty of assaulting Sarah 

Woolger with intent at Send and Ripley in April. Judgement was respited until next sessions. 

1874 June 13 West Surrey Times: The Indecent Constable: The policeman named George 

Edgeler who pleaded guilty to a charge of assaulting Mrs S Woolger with criminal intent was 

brought up at the Surrey Sessions on Thursday and discharged on his own recognisance to 

appeal when called upon to receive judgement. 

 

1876 June 24 Surrey Advertiser: Police cricket Guildford v Chertsey Division:  
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1878 July 20: Surrey Advertiser: Police cricket Headquarters Division (Guildford) and 

Chertsey: 
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Cricket about 1880 

 

1878 October 5 Surrey Advertiser: Burglary and Clever capture at Shalford: The event 

took place Monday about midnight at the residence of Mrs Tytler and the Misses Blagrave. 

Shortly before 1 o’clock a sound was heard in the house, but nothing was done and the 

following morning a broken window was found, and several rooms had been ransacked. PC 

Turner Edgeler who is stationed at Shalford and who is both an intelligent and respected 
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member of the force was on duty in the Guildford Road between two and three o’clock in the 

morning when he heard footsteps approaching and listening for a moment, found that the 

person stopped as though hesitating whether to proceed or to go back. Upon this the officer 

quietly slipped into Shalford Park and there patiently bided his time. He had not long to wait 

until the footsteps were again heard and Edgeler emerged from the park and confronted what 

proved to be a soldier belonging to the 2nd Queen’s stationed at Stoughton Barracks. The soldier 

admitted he had no pass and was found in possession of ladies clothing and was taken into 

custody by PC Edgeler The property was identified later as having come from the burgled 

premises in Shalford. Much praise is due to PC Edgeler for the vigilance and discretion he 

displayed in effecting the prisoner’s capture. 

 

In connection with the above we may mention that between 12 and one o’clock on Tuesday 

morning some man went to the house where PC Edgeler lives and knocked at the front door 

when upon Mrs Edgeler asking what was wanted the fellow replied he wished to know the way 

to Guildford and was directed accordingly without the door being opened. It is probable that 

the prisoner or an accomplice was the man who aroused Mrs Edgeler the object being, to find 

whether the constable was at home or not, and if so, the instruction to follow the straight road 

was not strictly followed. 

 

1878 December 7 Surrey Advertiser: assault on a constable by soldiers: Martin Baker and 

Walter Tyrell privates in the 2nd Queens Regiment were indicted for committing an assault on 

PC George Boon of the Surrey Constabulary on the 7 August at Guildford. PC Boon stated that 

on the night of the 7 August he was on duty in the Epsom Road when he met the accused and 

asked to see their passes. Baker said he would not show his pass and he would rather kill 

witness than he should apprehend him. The soldiers were told they would not be allowed to 

proceed without showing passes when Baker struck the constable on the head with a stick. A 

struggle followed for about a quarter of an hour both men using sticks freely causing blood to 

flow from his left shin. Baker cut his head open with a blow which stunned the officer and the 

soldiers made off leaving their tunics and caps behind them which were handed to the 

superintendent at Guildford. The officer was off duty for four days because of his wounds. 

 

PC Turner Edgeler saw PC Boon on the afternoon of the 7 August at Guildford Police Station 

when he appeared to have been severely beaten and was bleeding from wounds on the head, 

the hair being matted with blood. He went in search of the prisoners and found them at 

Stoughton Barracks where he charged them with assaulting PC Boon. Baker said, “he was a 

good man but a --- fool to try to take the two of us.” In the superintendent’s office both said, 

“We plead guilty to this charge but not to the other.”  (There was a further case before the 

Quarter Sessions, but details unknown Found not guilty of that charge). At court they 

complained of the length of time they had been in custody to be told it was their fault as when 

released on their own recognisances after their trial on a charge of highway robbery with 

violence they deserted and were afterwards apprehended in London.  

 

Sentenced to three months imprisonment each, with hard labour. 
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1879 September 20 Surrey Advertiser Cricket: 

 
 

 
 

In 1881, a police constable of the Surrey Constabulary called Turner Edgeler, 32, was living 

with his wife and four children in a house on the Common, Cranleigh somewhere on the land 

that Oakenhurst and Baltic House now occupy. Different constables’ figure in the 1891 and 

1901 censuses. 

1881 September 12 Surrey Advertiser: William Jenner a butcher was charged with being 

drunk and incapable at Cranleigh. Police Sergeant Edgeler saw the defendant’s cart and horse 

in a ditch and the defendant staggering about drunk in the middle of the road. Fined £2 in his 

absence. 

 

1882 June 17: West Surrey Times: Robert Leversich a bailiff of High Park Farm, Cranleigh 

was charged with stealing two sacks of corn valued at 28s the property of Mr. Hariph Hodden 

his employer. On Friday Mr. Hodden had suspicions and called Sergeant Edgeler and they then 

followed one of Mr. Hodden’s carts They found that two sacks of corn were left with Knight 

the carrier by the prisoner for conveyance to Guildford. Sacks had been taken by the carrier for 

the prisoner to Guildford. Leversitch admitted to the sergeant stealing the sacks. The prisoner 

was remanded for a week. 
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1883 January 20 Surrey Mirror: Drunk: John Bodcey an old labourer of Cranleigh whom 

Sergeant Edgeler found on December 30on the highway, very drunk and bleeding profusely 

from a wound in the face, pleaded guilty. The sergeant took the defendant into a shop and 

washed his face and afterwards saw him home. Fined £1. 

1883 September 22 Surrey Advertiser: The County Police: Cricket: The police of the 

headquarters division (Guildford) had a little diversion on Monday from their usual 

occupations. Thirty-two of them with Superintendent Denning (Albury) and Sergeants 

Alexander (Ripley) Bundy (Witley) Edgeler (Cranleigh) Moore (Guildford) tried their practice 

hand in the cricket field. Before reporting thither, a preliminary meeting took place at the Prince 

of Wales where after a repast worthy of their appetite the health of the Chief Constable (Captain 

Hastings) and the Deputy Chief Constable (Mr Barker) were drunk with a cordiality worthy of 

the esteemed names that were honoured. Assembling on the cricket field sides were formed 

and a combined score of 167 will of itself sufficiently indicate the alacrity of “our guardians of 

the peace.” PC Risbridger’s side pulled together 104 and the side chosen by Sergeant Alexander 

63. Sergeant Edgeler was the top score of the day 28. And there were some dead heats at the 

bottom! 

West Surrey Times 3 January 1885 

 

Division Rank Name Address 

Headquarters Chief 

Constable  

Captain Hastings Guildford 

Headquarters Deputy Chief 

Constable  

Charles W Barker Guildford 

Headquarters Inspector  Inspector WH Bryant Office staff 

Woodbridge Road 

Headquarters Sergeant Page  Office staff 

 

Superintendents: Mr AH Bungard Chertsey, Mr G Lambert Dorking, Mr F Pike Farnham, Mr 

E Redford Godstone 

Inspector H Baker Hersham, Inspector H Collis, Egham Inspector JH Dennett, Albury 

Inspector G Manning, Holmwood 

Sergeants W Alexander Ripley, C Bundy Witley, G Boon Weybridge, TF Chapman 

Haslemere, A Crook Chertsey, T Edgeler Cranleigh, J Heighes (sic) Frimley EJ King 

Cobham, CA Keys Woking 

 

1887 October 1 West Surrey Times: Missing money: At the county bench on Saturday Henry 

Ayres was charged on remand with stealing money from Daniel Enticknap a blacksmith with 

whom Ayres lodged. The blacksmith aware of losses marked his coins and later saw one of the 

coins at The Horse Shoes and the police recovered another which he identified. Sgt Edgeler 

took the prisoner into custody. The court gave the prisoner the benefit of the doubt and 

discharged him with a caution. 
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1887 October 1 West Surrey Times: Cricket 

 
 

1887 October 1 West Surrey Times: Missing money: At the county bench on Saturday Henry 

Ayres was charged on remand with stealing money from Daniel Enticknap a blacksmith with 

whom Ayres lodged. The blacksmith aware of losses marked his coins and later saw one of the 

coins at The Horse Shoes and the police recovered another which he identified. Sgt Edgeler 

took the prisoner into custody. The court gave the prisoner the benefit of the doubt and 

discharged him with a caution. 

 

1887 December 24: Surrey Constabulary establishment 

Chief Constable Captain HC Hastings 

Deputy Chief Constable Superintendent Chas. W. Barker 

Office Staff: Inspector WH Bryant and Sergeant Page Headquarters Woodbridge Road, 

Guildford Superintendent Mr AH Bungard Chertsey 

Superintendents Mr G Lambert Dorking, F Pike Farnham, E Redford Godstone 

Inspectors H Baker Chertsey, Henry Collis Egham, James Dennett Godstone Station, Henry 

Grey Reigate, Edwin J King Holmwood, William Woods Leatherhead 

Police Sergeants W Alexander Ripley, Alfred Biddlecombe Chobham, James Brice Caterham, 

George Boon Weybridge, Cornelius Bundy Witley, Thomas F Chapman Haslemere, George 

Crooke Hersham, Turner Edgeler Cranleigh, Edwin Hackman Esher, James Heighes (sic) 
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Frimley, Charles A Keys Woking, Henry Melmoth Godalming, Joseph Moore Guildford, 

William J Skinner Albury, Thomas Smith Horley, William Hatton Farnham10 

 

1888 January 28 Surrey Advertiser 28 Cranleigh: Police changes: Police Sergeant Edgeler 

who has been stationed here for about eight years during which he was very much respected 

will next week move to Hersham.  

 

1890 January 20 West Middlesex Herald: Hersham: Sergeant Edgeler a smart respected 

officer of the Surrey Constabulary who has been stationed at Hersham for some time has been 

promoted to the rank of inspector.  

 

1891 May 30 Surrey Advertiser: A Youthful Terror: Kingston County Bench J H Gadd of 

Downside, Cobham was summoned for having assaulted Arthur Wright on May 13. Both were 

young boys. Gadd was described by schoolmasters as a bully. Inspector Edgeler said he was 

informed that the lad’s behaviour was due to his grandmother with whom he lived, and really 

encouraged him in it. Fined 16sand told if he came up again, he would be sent to a reformatory. 

 

1891 August 22 Surrey Advertiser; Obstruction: Nelson Cooper and Nathanial Page were 

summoned for obstructing the passage of Station Road, Walton by having a horse and carriage 

on the highway. PC Stephen and Inspector Edgeler and Robert Watson a constable employed 

by South Western Railway gave evidence and both defendants were fined 20s including costs. 

 

1891 September 19 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Cricket: Dorking v Chertsey 

 

 
 

1891 November 7: Surrey Advertiser: Hersham in search of game: Kingston County Bench 

Frederick Keywood a lad of Hersham was summoned for trespassing in pursuit of game. 

Evidence from the game keeper and Inspector Edgeler who said the defendant had been caught 

poaching several times and was fined 20s with 14 days hard labour in default. No time allowed 

for payment. 

 

 
10 1887 December 24 West Surrey Times 
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1892 March 2: Surrey Advertiser: A doubtful case of drunk in charge:  Thomas Cane of 

The Chequers Esher, was summoned for having been drunk in charge of a horse and cart at 

Lammas Hill, Esher. W Newman also of Esher was summoned for having been drunk on the 

highway at the same time and place. The two defendants were in a cart drunk and owing to 

their reckless driving came into collision with iron railings, and later had another smash. The 

horse appeared to be seriously hurt and they told Inspector Edgeler they would take it into a 

field and kill it if he liked. There were doubts about the level of drunkenness and the 

summonses were dismissed although the men were cautioned as to future conduct. (Not Guilty 

– do not do it again!)  

 

1892 April 27 Surrey Advertiser: Drunkenness and assault at Hersham: James Sadgrove 

of Hersham was summoned for drunk and disorderly and assault on Thomas Mann the 

publican. There was a disturbance at the beer house which included assaulting the publican’s 

wife. Inspector Edgeler and PC Stevens gave evidence of the defendant’s disorderly conduct. 

Fined 20s for each offence, and in default 14 days imprisonment with hard labour for each 

offence. 

 

1892 June 11: Surrey Advertiser: Cricket  

 

 
 

 
1892 September 3: Surrey Advertiser: Runaways Caught:  Two boys Hoare and Everard 

absconded from Chertsey Workhouse but were seen by PC Dixon in Esher and taken to 

Hersham police station where Inspector Edgeler arranged for their return. 
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Hersham police station 

 

1892 November 20 Surrey Advertiser: Dirty Den at Hersham: Kingston County Bench 

Henry Turner and his wife Sara of Mons Cottages, Thistlecroft Hersham were summoned for 

neglecting their four children. Inspector Edgeler on two occasions visited the house with the 

NSPCC and reported on the appalling condition of the children and the accommodation in 

which they lived. A doctor gave evidence as to the poor conditions including bedding or rags, 

alive with fleas. Two of the children had whooping cough. The father had three previous 

convictions for felony and cruelty to a horse as well as five or six convictions for failing to 

send the children to school. Both parents sentenced to two months imprisonment with hard 

labour. 

 

1893 July 26: Surrey Advertiser: Alleged Assault at Esher: Frank Tartion (on bail) a young 

man was indicted for attempting to criminally assault Sophia Fryer aged 17 on July 9 at Esher 

a lady he had been keeping company with for some months.  The alleged offence took place in 

the evening when the young lady was going home’ She screamed, and a man came to her aid 

and saw her home. Evidence came from a number of witnesses including PC Kirk and Inspector 

Edgeler at Tartion’s trial and he was found not guilty and discharged. However, his Lordship 

told him he must be careful how he behaved with young women again, as he might have a very 

different jury. (NG – but do not do it again! Again!) 

 

1893 August 21: Surrey Advertiser: Walton man committed for trial: Thomas Bond of 

Walton was charged with damaging seven plate glass windows value £10 at Apple Court 

Tavern. The publican gave evidence that the prisoner arrived at the beer house in an intoxicated 

state, and he refused him entry as he was a bad character. He refused to go and attempted to 

enter the house. The prisoner then went into the road and threw stones through seven plate 

glass windows. It took several men to hold the prisoner down when he was caught. PC Yeoman 

deposed that the man was so violent he had to get a cart to take him to the station. Plea of guilty. 

Inspector Edgeler proved three previous convictions and said he was one of the worst 

characters in Walton. Committed for trial at the next Surrey Sessions.  

 



 37 

1893 September 2: West Surrey Times: Police Inspectorship Walton on Thames: Next 

week Inspector Skinner of Godalming will be placed in charge of the Walton district and 

Inspector Edgeler who has resided in the parish for many years will be transferred to 

Godalming. The departure of Inspector Edgeler will be deeply regretted as the firm but kindly 

manner in which he has discharged his duties has secured for him not only the respect but the 

goodwill of the inhabitants. 

 

1893 December 2 West Surrey Times: Presentation to Inspector Edgeler: On Thursday 

evening at the Ashley Park Hotel Inspector Turner Edgeler who until a few weeks ago was 

inspector of police at Hersham was presented with a silver watch and a purse of gold in 

recognition of the faithful and zealous manner in which he had performed his duties. A smoking 

concert followed the presentation. The Chairman making the presentation eulogised the 

efficient manner in which Inspector Edgeler had performed his duties and said they all regretted 

that so valuable an officer had been removed from Hersham to Godalming. The watch bore the 

inscription, “Presented to Inspector Turner Edgeler by his friends in the Kingston (sic) 

subdivision of the Surrey County Constabulary, November 30, 1893.” Accompanying the 

presentation was an address bearing the words “Presented to Inspector Turner Edgeler by his 

many friends in Hersham, Walton on Thames, Cobham and Esher, a semi-hunter silver keyless 

watch and purse on Thursday November 30, 1893, as a mark of their appreciation of his 

valuable and faithful services and of the way in which he has performed his many arduous 

duties.” Following came a list of subscribers which included the names of Elizabeth, Duchess 

of Wellington, the Dowager Countess of Ellesmere ---. Inspector Edgeler acknowledged the 

presentation in a few well-chosen words and said he was pleased to find that his work in the 

district had been so highly appreciated. 

 

1894 September 22 Surrey Mirror: The new inspector: Inspector Edgeler arrived yesterday 

(Friday) to fill the vacancy at Caterham police station caused by the transfer of Sergeant 

Southcott to Lingfield. The new inspector comes with excellent credentials from Hersham, 

Godalming and Albury of all of which places he has had charge. He is regarded as a very 

efficient and smart officer. 

 

1895 January 25 Surrey Mirror: Alleged theft at Caterham Barracks: An Irish soldier 

named Poole was arrested on Wednesday evening on suspicion of having stolen from the 

barracks at Caterham on or about Thursday last week £15 in notes and £3 in gold the property 

of Lieutenant Reginald Larkin, Scots Guards. The police were informed. Poole went to the 

Railway Hotel in Caterham and asked for change for a £10 note. Inspector Edgeler was made 

aware and made enquiries and Poole taken before the magistrates and remanded until the 

following week. 

 

1899 February 4 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Serious charge: Before Caterham 

Police Court a butcher named Henry Shepherd was charged with having stolen a horse, cart 

and harness and some stable utensils value £45 the property of Henry Gunton his master on 

January 21. Shepherd came with the horse and cart from Smithfield market to collect meat 
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from the railway station to deliver to the Guards’ Depot. Gunton received a telegram from the 

quartermaster at the depot asking if Shepherd had permission to sell the horse and cart. This 

led to Gunton going at once to Caterham where he found that Shepherd had sold the horse, cart, 

stable utensils to Mr. Bridgeland of the Blacksmith’s Arms at Caterham for £5 who would not 

hand them to the loser without payment of £20. The refusal to hand over the property led to a 

complaint being made to Inspector Edgeler who went to the Blacksmith’s Arms where 

Bridgeland changed his mind and gave over the property.  The prisoner was remanded till 

Monday. His capture was a smart piece of work on the part of Inspector Edgeler. With only a 

slight clue to act on the Inspector traced the man to Grantham in Lincolnshire where he was 

taken into custody. 

1899 July 7 Surrey Mirror: The Retirement of Inspector Turner Edgeler:  Inspector 

Turner Edgeler who has been a member of the Surrey Constabulary for 29 years five of which 

have been spent at Caterham has sent in his resignation. He recently lost his wife after a long 

and painful illness and for some time past he has not been in the best of health. We understand 

that if he had continued in the force he would have been promoted superintendent but he 

considers a rest and a change are necessary and that is the reason he is retiring.  

Mr Edgeler joined the Surrey Constabulary in 1868 but retired shortly afterwards but joined 

again in 1871. He was successively stationed at Charlwood, Shalford, Cranleigh and Hersham, 

and having been promoted to the position of sergeant, and then to that of inspector he was sent 

in 1894 to Godalming as acting superintendent of that division and continued as such until a 

superintendent who had been ill recovered his health and was reinstated. Upon this Mr Edgeler 

resumed his old rank of inspector and came to Caterham where he has since been stationed.  

In each of the places mentioned Mr Edgeler performed his duties in a manner that won for him 

the commendation of the magistrates and inhabitants generally, his clever capture of the 

Shalford burglar, and the way he broke up some notorious gangs of fowl stealers being 

specifically mentioned.   

Among others who publicly acknowledged his services and spoke very highly of him as a 

police officer may be mentioned Lord Middleton the present Lord Lieutenant of the county, 

the Late Mr H Yool, who was chairman of the Surrey Sessions, the Mayor of Godalming. For 

some time, Mr Edgeler was specially told off to assist in conjunction with a detective from 

Scotland Yard in guarding the late Mr Gladstone during the Fenian scare whenever that 

gentleman came into the county of Surrey. 

It is not generally known that a short time since, when two daring burglaries were committed 

at Caterham Mr Edgeler got close on the track of the burglars, who however were apprehended 

by the London police for another offence and sentenced to long terms of penal servitude. 

During the time Mr Edgeler had been in the force he has received many marks of esteem and 

respect in which he has been held, in the form of testimonials, consisting of purses of money, 

watches etc., which have in some instances been accompanied by illuminated addresses and on 

one occasion was awarded £5 by the Chief Constable for meritorious services. Amongst the 
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letters of thanks, he received one from Major Henniker a former commandant of the Guard’s 

Depot in recognition of the assistance he had rendered the military police.  

For a long time, he was regarded as the best all-rounder cricketer in the force and in addition 

to distinguishing himself as a bowler and wicket keeper has on several occasions made scores 

approaching 100.11 

1899 July 8: Retirement of Inspector Turner Edgeler who has been a member of the Surrey 

Constabulary for 25 years of which five have been spent at Caterham has retired. His career in 

the force has been a distinguished one and he will doubtless receive substantial recognition of 

his services from the public by whom he is held in high esteem. 12 

 

1899 August 4 Surrey Mirror: The Police Inspectorship: Sergeant Pullen from Farnham 

will succeed Inspector Edgeler as inspector of police at Caterham. The testimonial for Inspector 

Edgeler is we understand, being liberally subscribed to by the inhabitants., and he will also 

receive presents from the men who have been under him and from the officers and men of the 

military police at the Depot he having always worked harmoniously with them in the 

performance of their duty. Mr. Edgeler left Caterham on Tuesday last but will return on the 11 

August for the presentation. It is expected the amount collected will be quite £50. 

 

1899 October 21: West Surrey Times: Letter from Captain Hastings: The deputy Clerk of 

the Peace Mr. TW Weeding read a letter from Captain HC Hastings thanking the court for 

their resolution relating to his resignation of the office of Chief Constable adopted at the 

Midsummer Quarter Sessions. 

 

Standing Joint Committee: Presented an estimate of expenditure for the quarter ending 

February 28, 1900, the total being £7000. The committee recommended the payment of the 

sum of £50 3s 7d in connection with the expenses of visitors to private asylums. 

 

Appointment of the new Chief Constable Captain Sant was reported and also the re-

appointment of Superintendent Howard J Page as Deputy Chief Constable. 

 

Inspector Turner Edgeler after 28 years’ service had been awarded a pension of £78 per 

annum and PC John Girton who was permanently incapacitated after 21 years’ service £36 2s 

8d per annum.  

 

Ex Police Sergeant Oliver who retired from the force on pension on February 28 had died and 

the committee had granted a gratuity of £72 0s 4d to his widow and children 

 

1903 From the Licensed Victuallers list of 1903 Turner Edgeley is shown as the Licensee of 

the Queen Victoria, Shalford, owners are Lascelles, Tickner and Co.  The premises are good, 

 
11 1899 July 10: The Surrey Mirror 
12 1899 July 8: Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
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with Turner Edgeley living on the premises, supplying refreshments, two bedrooms available, 

four horses, sanitary is shown as good.  And the beer house showing fair trade.  

 

1911 April 21 Surrey Mirror 

 

 
 

 

PC George Edgeler 

2nd Battalion 5th Regiment March 1858- January 187013 

Surrey Constabulary 1873-1874 

Dismissed – allegation of rape 

 

Brother of Inspector Turner Edgeler  

 

 
 

 
13 Northumberland Fusiliers 



 41 

 
1874 Apprehended for an attempt to commit rape. 

Dismissed – Committed for trial  

Jean Pelham 

 

Born in 1843 - Haslemere.  Parents Edward Edgeler died 1862 at the age of 56.  Mother Mary 

Edgeler nee Turner died 1870. Brothers: Richard, Thomas, Turner and Edward. George 

married on the 2 September 1870 at St Mary's Acton, Ealing to Susan Maria Turner (not sure 

if there is a connection between his mother and wife).  His occupation is shown as Prison 

Worker. 

 

I have attached a copy of the 'Prisoners Record (the printing on the page is small, so I have 

transcribed it). Neither Henry or I can find a follow up report of the case, so not sure what 

happened to George, did he have a prison sentence or was he let off? 

 

1874 May 16 West Surrey Times: Send and Ripley: The indecent policeman: At the Surrey 

Sessions George Edgeler a policeman aged 31 years pleaded guilty of assaulting Sarah 

Woolger with intent at Send and Ripley in April. Judgement was respited until next sessions. 

 

1874 June 13 West Surrey Times: The Indecent Constable: The policeman named George 

Edgeler who pleaded guilty to a charge of assaulting Mrs S Woolger with criminal intent was 

brought up at the Surrey Sessions on Thursday and discharged on his own recognisance to 

appeal when called upon to receive judgement 
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UK, CALENDAR OF PRISONERS, 1868-1929 FOR GEORGE EDGELER 

 

NAME: George  Edgeler 

AGE: 31 Years 

OCCUPATION: Policeman 

DEGREE OF INSTRUCTION: Well 

NAME, ADDRESS OF MAGISTRATE: A Chandler  Esq - Haslemere 

DATE OF COMMITAL FOR TRIAL: 11th APRIL 1874 

WHEN RECEIVED INTO CUSTODY: 11th APRIL 1874 

OFFENCE: Unlawfully assaulting Sarah Woolger with intent 

Violently and against her will feloniously to ravish 

and carnally know her, at Send and Ripley. 

WHEN TRIED: 4th May 1874 

BEFORE WHO TRIED: W. Hardman Esq, United University Club, Suffolk 

Street, S.W 

VERDICT OF THE JURY: Pleaded Guilty of an Assault with intent to commit 

Rape 

SENTENCE OR ORDER OF THE 
COURT: 

Judgement Respited until next session 

  

 

 
 

Chief Constable Hastings Retires 

 

1899 October 21: West Surrey Times: Letter from Captain Hastings: The deputy Clerk of 

the Peace Mr. TW Weeding read a letter from Captain HC Hastings thanking the court for 

their resolution relating to his resignation of the office of Chief Constable adopted at the 

Midsummer Quarter Sessions. 
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Standing Joint Committee: Presented an estimate of expenditure for the quarter ending 

February 28 1900 the total being £7000. The committee recommended the payment of the sum 

of £50 3s 7d in connection with the expenses of visitors to private asylums. 

 

Appointment of Captain Sant 

 

Appointment of the new Chief Constable Captain Sant was reported and the re-appointment of 

Superintendent Howard J Page as Deputy Chief Constable. 

 

Pensions for Edgeler and PC Girton 

 

Inspector Turner Edgeler after 28 years’ service had been awarded a pension of £78 per 

annum and PC John Girton who was permanently incapacitated after 21 years’ service £36 2s 

8d per annum.  

 

Police Sergeant Oliver 

 

Ex-Police Sergeant Oliver who retired from the force on pension on February 28 had died and 

the committee had granted a gratuity of £72 0s 4d to his widow and children 

 

New Division – Hersham 

 

1899 January 6: West Surrey Times: Hersham: Before the business of the Kingston County 

bench commenced on Thursday Inspector Edwin West, Hersham said that Hersham had now 

been made a separate police division and Superintendent George Boon whom he had pleasure 

introducing to the bench had been appointed to take charge of it. He himself was being removed 

to Egham. The Chairman said they were glad to see Superintendent Boon but were very sorry 

to lose Inspector West who had always conducted his business with fairness and discretion, 

and exceedingly well. They wished him every prosperity in his new work. Mr. James Edgell 

on behalf of the legal profession fully endorsed the remarks of the bench – Ins West suitably 

acknowledged these remarks. 
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Lt Roupell VC Son in law of the Chief Constable 

 

1921 30 March: George Roupell VC, East Surreys Son in law Chief Constable Captain Sant: 

George was a member of the VC Guard at the interment of the Unknown Warrior on 11th 

November 1920. He married Doris Phoebe nee Sant on 30th March 1921 in London. She 

was the daughter of Captain Mowbray Sant, Chief Constable of Surrey. They had two children, 

Phoebe Irene Sant (born 1922) and Peter George Francis Mowbray (born 1925).  

 

 

Camberley Police Station and Court 1960s 

 

From Dave Timmins and as featured in the last issue since when, Geoff Todd has added the 

following: 

 

Seeing the photos of Camberley police stations in Surrey Constabulary History No 85 brought 

back memories.  I was posted there on 19 May 1959.   The left-hand garage housed the 

Camberley crime car J44 when it was not on patrol so its battery could be re-charged.   J44 

only patrolled 1500-2300 and 2300-0700 then.   The right hand one housed J79 a motorcycle 

ridden by PC638 Roy Edwards and 186 John Nicholas and, I believe the CID Morris 

Minor.   Looking at the back view of the station the right-hand side was the residence of Sgt 

424 Stan Plummer when I was first stationed there with rest of the building used as police 
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station.   When Stan moved out the house it was taken over by uniform with Chief Inspector 

H.J. "Ya Ya" Smith upstairs at the front and the sergeants were downstairs at the front.   The 

public enquiry remained central at the front while the rest was occupied by CID.   Stray dogs 

often occupied the prisoners' exercise yard.    

 

The petrol pump mentioned was operated by a handle. Fuel supplies meant the tank had to be 

dipped before and after delivery to check the amount received.   I seem to remember that the 

tank was also dipped by one of the sergeants at least weekly, something I did while acting 

up.   The rule was that you topped up a vehicle's fuel tank once it was under half full, but crime 

car crews always filled up at the end of each duty ensuring the next shift should not run out of 

fuel. 

 

I remained at Camberley until September 1965 spending some time as a crew member of J44* 

along with PC 434 Dave Caldicott*, PC 395 Jim Reaper and PC 573 Ted Tuffin, later a 

Camberley D/C.   They were stationed at Bagshot as it was then the custom to be crewed up 

with an officer from that section.   If for any reason Bagshot was short of staff one from Frimley 

would take their place.   On both these sections officers rarely worked all night and usually 

finished by 0200 hours.  

 

I enjoyed my time working on J44, which was before the construction of the M3 motorway.   Its 

forerunner, the A30 was the trunk road carrying traffic to and from the south coast from 

Southampton westwards to Devon and Cornwall.     London criminals used the route after 

conducting their "business" in Hampshire, Dorset and beyond.  They felt they has easy pickings 

in rural parts but knew they were taking a risk when travelling through Surrey as each sub-

division operated a crime car in addition to the Traffic cars.   Divisional officers were in 

competition with the Traffic crews as to who had the greater number of arrests, so the 

underworld were on a hiding to nothing!    

 

I returned to Camberley in August 1970 to the recently opened police station further up 

Portesbery Road.   What a contrast, the accommodation available had dramatically 

increased.   Plenty of office space, garaging and parking.  Single quarters for both male and 

female officers with dining room and kitchen.    Percy Wingfield was the resident caretake and 

his wife, Doreen, cooked for residents and any staff wanting her excellent lunches.  There was 

also a social club upstairs.   Four police houses were sited on the driveway leading up to the 

house, Hillside, and The Coach House (still occupied by Spartan Boys' Club which I had started 

in 1961). 
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More of the court entrance but the garages to the left were 'Police' and though it can't be made 

out, there is one of the really old 'wind up' petrol pumps!  The Police station is the building to 

the right with the cell block jutting out. 

 

More of the Police Station.  The first-floor windows were the D/S's and D/I's offices?  The 

window on the ground floor was looking out into Portesbury Road and, I recall was the 

kitchen.  Though it has either been removed by then or simply hidden from sight by the high 

wall (it looks like a waste pipe running across the main building but in fact it is the snow 

covered top of a very high wall), there used to be a small portacabin type extension which was 

the 'mess room'.  Very small. 

** 
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I attach a newspaper cutting from the time which records Dave and I spotting a car joining the 

A30 in the middle of the night with its windscreen wipers operating when it was perfectly 

dry.   Suspicions aroused we followed it only to have the contents of a toolbox thrown out of 

its windows in the hope of smashing our car's windscreen or puncturing its radiator as they 

tried to escape.   Fortunately, traffic cars and others gathered in the Egham area and both the 

car's occupants were arrested and taken back to Camberley as the car they were driving had 

been stolen from there.    Attached press cuttings are not quite accurate as police were not 

involved until Dave and I spotted them in Camberley, and we only followed them from there 

as far as Egham.   Never mind it made a good story with good headline. 

 

       
 

The Evening News and Star November 1965 
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Surrey within the Metropolitan Police District 14 

 

2022 

Creation of the Metropolitan Police 

 

The original parishes 1829  

 

Bermondsey, Camberwell, Clapham, Lambeth, Newington, Putney, Rotherhithe, Streatham, 

Tooting, Wandsworth, and Christchurch, Southwark, The Liberty of the Clink, The hamlet 

of Hatcham, and the Borough of Southwark 

 

1840 revision 

 

There have been numerous changes to the boundaries of the MPD, and of the divisions 

therein. The Metropolitan Police Act 1839 recognised that the "boundary is... very irregular" 

and made it lawful to add any place in the Central Criminal Court District and also "any part 

of any parish, township, precinct or place" not more than 15 miles (24 km) from Charing 

Cross. The enlarged district encompassed the metropolitan area and some parts 

of Essex, Kent, Hertfordshire and Surrey.  

 

The 1911 Encyclopaedia Britannica notes that it included "those civil parishes [...] of which 

any part is within twelve miles (19 km) of, or of which no part is more than fifteen miles (24 

km) from, Charing Cross". 

 

 
 

 
14 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metropolitan_Police_District 
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The map shows the MPD boundary in red. At the centre is the area of the Metropolitan Board 

of Works 1855–1889, which became the County of London in 1889. The other dashed lines 

show the boundaries of Essex (containing Loughton), Kent, Surrey, Middlesex, 

and Hertfordshire (going clockwise). 

 

The enlargement under the 1839 Act was carried out by Order in Council made on 3 January 

1840, which listed the following "parishes, townships, precincts, and places" ... "should be 

added to, and form part of, the metropolitan police district" 

 

Addington, Banstead and Beddington hamlet, Carshalton, Cheam, Chessington, Croydon, 

Cuddington, Epsom, Ewell exclusive of part of Walton, Farley, Kew, Kingston upon Thames, 

Ham with Hatch hamlet, Long Ditton. Maldon (sic) Merton, Mitcham, Morden, Mortlake, 

Molesey (East), Molesey (West), Petersham, Richmond, Roehampton, Sanderstead, Sutton, 

Thames Ditton including hamlet of Ember, hamlet of Weston and hamlet of Claygate, 

Warlingham, Wimbledon, Woodmansterne, Worcester Park (extra parochial). 

 
Metropolitan Police District 1929 

 

1946 revision 

 

In 1946 the Metropolitan Police District was somewhat redrawn by the Police Act 1946, to 

match the then local government boundaries. The boroughs of Dartford and Watford, the urban 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police_Act_1946
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urban_district_(Great_Britain_and_Ireland)
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district of Caterham and Warlingham and the parish of St. Peter Rural were wholly excluded 

from the District; whilst the borough of Epsom and Ewell, the urban districts of Banstead, 

Cheshunt, Coulsdon and Purley, Crayford, Esher and Orpington were brought wholly within 

the district. The definition, in the Fourth Schedule is as follows:  

 

Municipal Borough of Barnes, Municipal Borough of Beddington and Wallington, Municipal 

Borough of Epsom and Ewell, Municipal Borough of Kingston-upon-Thames, Municipal 

Borough of Malden and Coombe, Municipal Borough of Mitcham, Municipal Borough of 

Richmond, Municipal Borough of Surbiton, Municipal Borough of Sutton and 

Cheam, Municipal Borough of Wimbledon, Banstead Urban District, Carshalton Urban 

District, Coulsdon and Purley Urban District, Esher Urban District, Merton and Morden Urban 

District 

 

1965 revision 

 

In 1965 the administrative boundaries of London were extended. After 1965 the newly 

created Greater London more closely matched the MPD, and the MPD was defined again by 

section 76 of the London Government Act 1963. The former area of the Municipal Borough 

of Romford and Hornchurch Urban District, which had not previously been covered by the 

MPD but were now in Greater London, were added. The revised MPD included some areas 

that did not become part of Greater London. 

In 1974 it was again restated as: 

  

Surrey: Elmbridge: former Esher Urban District 

Surrey: Epsom and Ewell 

Surrey: Spelthorne 

Surrey: Reigate and Banstead: former Banstead Urban District 

 

1990s revision 

 

Following the first periodic review of Greater London and the London boroughs by the Local 

Government Boundary Commission for England, changes were made to the City of London 

Police and MPD boundary on 1 April 1994, with several exchanges of territory.  

 

2000 revision 

 

In 1998 the Government 'Green Paper' on the Greater London Authority proposed to create 

a police authority for the Metropolitan Police, who had previously been under the control of 

the Home Secretary. Initially, the government proposed to retain the areas outside the local 

government boundary, with a representative appointed to the Metropolitan Police 

Authority from the councils outside the Greater London Authority boundary. 

 

However the government changed its mind and in the Greater London Authority Act 1999 the 

boundaries of the Metropolitan Police District were redefined to match Greater London. The 
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excised county areas were reassigned to Essex Police, Hertfordshire Constabulary and Surrey 

Police.  

 

Exceptions 

 

Not all parts of Greater London, although within the boundaries of the MPD, are policed by 

the Metropolitan Police. The Greater London Authority Act 1999 defines the Metropolitan 

Police District as consisting of "Greater London, excluding the City of London, the Inner 

Temple and the Middle Temple." The City of London has its own police force, the City of 

London Police, which also covers the Inner and Middle Temples. As constables of both forces 

are empowered throughout England and Wales, mutual assistance is a routine matter. The City 

of London has limited policing jurisdiction with parks constabularies within their lands 

at Hampstead Heath and Epping Forest (constables are attested under the Greater London 

Parks & Open Spaces Act 1967 and the Epping Forest Act 1878 respectively not under the 

Police Acts as members of the City of London Police). 

 

The London Underground and the lines and stations of the national railway network within 

the MPD are primarily policed by the British Transport Police but are not excluded from the 

jurisdiction of the Metropolitan Police. 

 

The Royal Parks of London used to be policed by the Royal Parks Constabulary (RPC) whose 

powers derived from the Parks Regulation Act 1872. The Serious Organised Crime and Police 

Act 2005 abolished the RPC in England and Wales and provided for the transfer of personnel 

within Greater London into the Metropolitan Police, leaving the Royal Parks within the general 

jurisdiction of the Metropolitan Police. 

 

The Ministry of Defence Police is responsible for policing a few Ministry of Defence buildings 

and property within the MPD. As with the BTP, their jurisdiction is not to the exclusion of the 

Metropolitan Police who have statutory responsibility for providing policing to the entire MPD. 
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