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What Gentlemen They Are

Robert Bartlett

Utterly exhausted Metropolitan Police regulars and auxiliaries
The 1,000-yard stare most police officers will recognise!
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Much of the information on individual casualties in this paper is taken from the records of the
Police Roll of Honour Trust as presented on the Internet.
https://www.policememorial.org.uk/rollofhonour and the

National Police Officers Roll of Honour and Remembrance: In Memory of British Police
Officers who Lost their Lives in the Line of Duty:
http://www.policerollofhonour.org.uk/forces/england/metropolitan/appendix-
2_air_raids_off_duty.htm

Note:
Where total numbers appear within the text particularly where the mix of policing is examined,

they do not always balance. This is mainly down to interpretation and definition, but the
discrepancies do not distort the overall messages.
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If I mention only one of them tonight, namely the police, it is because many tributes
have been paid already to the others. But the police have been in it everywhere all the
time. And as a working woman wrote to me in a letter "What gentlemen they are"

Winston Churchill 1942

The HMI report of September 1945 reflects the status of the police following their commitment
and devotion to their duties throughout the Second World War.

The public appreciation of the police has never been greater, the confidence that is
placed in the police has never been higher and the relationship between the public
and police service was never better.1

This was hard earned praise. Life on the home front for everyone was hard but the emergency
service members had little choice but to place themselves in danger at the heart of their towns
and cities where the enemy air raids were at their most intensive and therefore dangerous. They
were not alone. The public were there as were the Fire Brigade and Civil Defence volunteers
including ARP. This paper concentrates on the police officers who died as a result of enemy
action. There are other names maintained on the various rolls of honour of those who died
1914-1918 and 1939-1945 but many of those were killed as a result of criminal activities, road
accidents or even accidentally shot by an instructor when under training.

Surrey was bombed with considerable loss of life. The county was frequently attacked by

fighter aircraft strafing towns and railways, but its police forces suffered two fatal casualties
both road accidents.

1 The Gentlemen at War Policing Britain 1939-1945 Roy Ingleton 1994 page 376



Most of the losses and of course the injuries which are not recorded, are as a result of bombing
when it was the duty of the police to promote and lead their communities as far as was possible
with public safety and elemental crime prevention. The losses for the police were significant
given the national establishment was about 63,000. Nationally about 490 members of the police
were killed as a result of enemy action whilst with their forces and in the order of 1,275 officers
serving with HM Forces were Killed or died from other causes. 2

Metropolitan Police record losses of men serving with the armed forces as 497 of which 389
were in the RAF mostly serving as air crew. This high level of casualties within the RAF is an
indication not just of the sheer danger of being air crew, but it reflects the recruiting of police
officers directly for flying duties. It is difficult to find more detailed national total casualty
figures. Some evidence of the quality of the police officers who joined the RAF is the number
that were commissioned.

“The Metropolitan Police at War” published in 1947, (includes the extraordinary figure of 81
George Medals being awarded to their officers) lists police officers regular and auxiliary, killed
in air raids as 207. (Another figure is 204) From this document have come most of the
photographs in this paper.

A number of the entries in the lists set out below will come as a revelation and inspiration to
many. The proportion of those killed who were not regular police officers, i.e. members of the
police reserve structures, the special constabulary or war reserve, outhumber regular officers.
(Nationally, about 205 regular officers with 276 Auxiliaries). This is a clear indication of the
number of men who were serving with the Colours and the considerable number of volunteers,
some full-time, who took their place on the streets. Many were killed in road accidents as now,
but they have not been included unless the cause can be directly linked to the war. One women
officer died during bombing in London, a number of 16-year-old police messengers were killed
across the country, a Special aged 70, and in the First World War Lord Kitchener’s protection
officer drowned alongside his Principal.

In England and Wales when the First World War broke out there were 188 police forces, 58
county and 130 city or borough forces employing 53,373 officers. 3 A police reserve had been
theoretically established in 1911 from former police officers or pensioners and former soldiers
with around 2,000 issued with warrant cards. On the 1914 national establishment 2,624 police
officers were military reservists and called to the Colours with a further 3,422 enlisting
voluntarily.

At the end of 1914 across England and Wales there were 120,000 men sworn in as special
constables with a further 30,000 in London. By the end of the first year of the war about one
man in five had gone from the provincial forces to the military and the depletion of the

2 A History of Police in England and Wales TA Critchley1967
3 The English Police Clive Emsley Pearson Educational 1996 Page 121



Metropolitan Police was even greater with just over a quarter of police officers recruited.s This
of course left a huge gap in manpower at a time when the workload exploded.

What seemed to be a good source for recruits, former soldiers, proved to be anything but when
their reserve commitments were called in as war broke out. From the Guildford Borough Police
nine men out of about thirty sworn constables were called to the colours a loss of almost a third.
The 17 men of Guildford Fire Brigade were sworn in as special constables and lamps, whistles
and handcuffs were obtained for their use; 12 Specials were paid five shillings a day. The
strength of the force with Specials was 36 to undertake additional duties associated with the
mobilisation but of course, “Well you can't trust a special like the old time coppers.”s

The Special Constables Act 1914 The Act was given royal assent on 28 August 1914, weeks
after the outbreak of the First World War. It enabled the monarch to make regulations
by Orders in Council regarding special constables for the duration of that conflict under
the Special Constables Act 1831 or a section of the Municipal Corporations Act 1882 or under
similar legislation in Scotland and Ireland. The Act was later made permanent by the Special
Constables Act 1923. Huge numbers, many, many thousands, of special constables were
recruited during both world wars.

As war broke out in 1939 nearly 3,000 policemen were ex-servicemen on the reserve a problem
previously experienced in the Boer War when 1500 police were called up and and First World
War when the Metropolitan Police alone lost 1,032 from a strength of just over 22,000 and in
the provinces 2,728 called to the colours from a total strength of 33,416. Another developing
issue was at the outbreak of war, 25% of the police were under 25 and therefore liable to call
up. 6 In November 1939 call up of reserves began for those under 35 leaving a gap to be filled
by auxiliaries. A further threat came when skilled artisans serving in the police were directed
away from the police to work in shipyards and mines.7

The Police and Firemen (Employment) Order 1940 in June decreeing that these occupations
were reserved, not permitting members to be called into the armed forces. No retirement or
resignations were permitted. In the spring of 1941 officers were encouraged to apply for air
crew in the RAF and Fleet Air Arm the Metropolitan Police alone losing 800 men. Very
approximately the Metropolitan Police was about a third of the national police force and so
overall it was likely that 2,400 fit and active officers were lost, many never to return given the
very high casualty rate of air crew.s

4 The English Police Clive Emsley Pearson Educational 1996 Page 121

5 “My Old Man.” The purported untrustworthiness of the "specials" may simply reflect their inability to provide
reliable street directions

6 The Gentlemen at War Policing Britain 1939-1945 Roy Ingleton 1994 page 27

7 The Gentlemen at War Policing Britain 1939-1945 Roy Ingleton 1994 page 28

8 The Gentlemen at War Policing Britain 1939-1945 Roy Ingleton 1994 page 27
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The long list of Surrey Constabulary aircrew lost whilst with the RAF

The threat of invasion decreased by 1942 when 7,000 further officers were released from the
police, eventually all under 30 and 35 for auxiliaries were de-reserved. A further relaxation on
recruiting police took place in September 1944 when 8,000 police officers and 16,000
auxiliaries left to fill the gaps following the invasion of France and the planned enhancement
of resources to fight in the Far East.o

For those left to police the Home Front, not a soft option, were often older men, less robust,
helped by war reserves and special constables not suitable for the armed forces. This does not
mean they were not good and at times effective people, but the application, training and
experience of the younger men was lost to the military. It was hard work and often dangerous
to be in the towns and cities as well in rural areas where the men were very much on their own.
Danger did not just come from the skies, but from the masses of British and Allied troops living
life on the edge, the demon drink, driving and just living in the darkened world of the blackout.

So, who policed the United Kingdom during the 1939-1945 war?

First Reserve: Established before the First World War there were plans for police reserve
organisations. The First Reserve was to be made up of former police officers and army
personnel who would be trained and equipped and like the Territorial Army be called up if
necessary. This idea did not come to fruition as it was argued that untrained former soldiers did
not have a great deal to offer the police. A number of police pensioners expressed a willingness
to participate and were paid a retainer, underwent training sessions and many were deployed
successfully during the First World War. 10

9 The Gentlemen at War Policing Britain 1939-1945 Roy Ingleton 1994 page 30
10 The Gentlemen at War Policing Britain 1939-1945 Roy Ingleton 1994 page 32



What became the First Police Reserve was largely mothballed between the wars though some
forces activated the reserve during the Munich crisis with the involvement of ex-soldiers
quietly dropped!

Much Home Office led secret planning was undertaken and upon the outbreak of war, ensuring
that forces such as the Surrey Constabulary was well prepared though it is likely the sheer
volume of Regulations appalled all those charged with implementing them. 11

To meet this mass of regulation early in 1939 the Home Office directed that policing numbers
were to be expanded to meet the demands of war. It would not be possible to have a full
complement of regular officers so there was to be a mixture of range and capability of
uniformed police. A police force was to be constituted of several parts though answerable to
through the normal command and control structures of the various forces. The component parts
of the wartime police forces were:

The First Police Reserve consisting of men generally police pensioners who would
undertake to serve as temporary constables if required in an emergency occurring either
in peacetime or in war. In Kent 200 police pensioners were enrolled in the Reserve
before the outbreak of the Second World War.

Special Constables who would undertake to serve as such in peacetime or in war,
some wartime volunteers were full time and paid whilst others were generally part
time and unpaid. Tens of thousands were enrolled.

The Police War Reserve a new auxiliary body formed with a view to emergencies
only who would undertake to serve whole time as temporary constables in time of war.
In 1944 there were 17,000 war reserve constables. The rank was dissolved on 31
December 1948, causing 686 officers to be discharged from service, and the remainder

being recruited for service as a regular or special constable.

Police Auxiliary Messenger Service. In the years leading up to the Second World War
there was a concern at the future loss of young officers to the armed forces and so a
number of young men were recruited as civilian clerks. These lads were to act as
messengers both inside the police station and outside either on foot or by the ubiquitous
bicycle. Once war broke out the existence of these lads was
generally recognised with the formation of the Police Auxiliary
Messenger Service. These became the boy clerks and eventually
police cadets. At least five were killed in air raids.

Messenger P.A.M. Bridger Reigate Borough Police who
survived the war

11 Durrant Surrey Constabulary 1851-1951 page 58
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Reigate Borough Police Messenger Service

Women’s Aucxiliary Police Corps. The role of policewomen in both world wars is
complicated with a number of volunteer and regular organisations vying to take the lead.
From a slow start, with some forces refusing to employ women, the numbers during the
Second World War grew to 3,700. For the policewoman on the ground the role they
developed involving women and children continued after the war until the Sex
Discrimination Act was introduced in 1975.

At least one WPC was killed: WPC Bertha Massey Gleghorn died on the 19 June 1944, aged
33. Bertha was Britain's first woman police officer to die on duty refusing to leave her post at
Tottenham Court Road police station when under fire when a V1 cut out and spiralled to
earth almost directly on the police station. The blast caused a wall of masonry to collapse
trapping Bertha under the rubble. Although alive, she suffered very severe injuries and died a
short time later in hospital.12



http://www.policerollofhonour.org.uk/roll_of_honour/women_police/WPC_Gleghorn.html

Military Reservist Responsibilities

Call up of police officers 1939 with reservist obligations 3,000

Police then became a reserve occupation

Younger police officers called up by November 1942 4,000
Classification of serving police officers May 1944

Pre-war total police establishment 63,388

Regular policemen with less than 30 years’ service 38,739

Regular policewomen 416

Regular policemen with full service for pension 2,717

First Police Reserve: consisting of men generally police pensioners 2,061

who would undertake to serve as temporary constables

Police War Reserve would undertake to serve whole time as temporary | 14,412

constables in time of war.

Full time special constables though most served part time and unpaid. | 732

Women’s Auxiliary Police Service 3,702

Total 62,77913

13 The Gentlemen at War Policing Britain 1939-1945 Roy Ingleton 1994 page

11




Police Officers serving in armed forces February 1944

Total serving 15,000
Naval ratings 2,400
Naval officers 800
RAF air crew 2,000
RAF commissioned officers 1,000
Army 9,000

Metropolitan Police killed as a result of the war in London

Regular Police

Special Constable

War Reserve

Reserve

88

24

81

Police officers killed as a direct cause of the Second World War outside London but
includes City of London Police area

Regular Special War Reserve Police Messenger
Police Constable Reserve Nurse and
Telephonist
117 111 46 7 2 5
Approximate number of Fatal Police casualties by Role
Regular Special War Reserve Police Nurse Police
Police Constable Reserve and Auxiliary
Telephonist | Messenger
205 135 127 14 2 5
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The 1939 mix of manpower on the strength of the Reigate Borough Police is an example of the
impact the war was having on police work. One of the major issues being the loss of experience,
reduced effectiveness of those who should have retired, and lack of training and experience of
the auxiliaries. This borough police cost £18,369 10s 3d going into the war with a chief
constable, two inspectors, 11 sergeants, and 47 constables; First Police Reserve numbered
seven of whom six were retired Reigate Borough officers and one from East Sussex. There was
a War Reserve of nine, one a special constable. The authorised establishment became a chief
constable, chief inspector, two inspectors, 11 sergeants and 45 constables. However, ordered
to the Colours were Constables Williams, Crowhurst, Barker Sweeney and Noon with Keen
and Harris given permission by the chief constable to enlist. The Special Constabulary had a
chief, 1 chief inspector, 5 inspectors, 21 sergeants and 125 constables.14 By 1943 there are two
War Reserve Constables, one retired Reigate Borough and the other retired from the East
Sussex Constabularyis

In April 1939, following a directive from the Secretary of State, Surrey County Council was
authorised to re-establish a first Police Reserve of 130 men for the county.16 The force was to
be equipped in the same manner as the regular constabulary. Also, to be established was a
special constabulary force of 1,515 men, with 500 earmarked for full or near full time duty in
the event of war. A Police War Reserve of 500 men was further to be established, mainly from
the existing number of special constables.

The chief constable of the Surrey Constabulary was appointed county controller for Civil
Defence and ARP.17 The strength of the Surrey Constabulary was the chief constable, nine
superintendents including DCC, 24 inspectors, 61 sergeants, and 426 constables making a total
of 521. Police War Reserve numbered 115 full time, First Police Reserve 41 full time, and the
Special Constabulary part time 1,463.1s

The day war broke out the Surrey Constabulary Police War Reserve and First Police Reserve
was immediately called to duty and a heavy call was made on the part time Special
Constabulary. Huge resources initially went into manning vulnerable points and detention of
“doubtful” aliens. 19

14 1939 Annual Report Reigate Borough Police by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/4
15 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police

16 Surrey County Council, Committee Reports, 1939, pp.1384-1388

17 Durrant Surrey Constabulary 1851-1951 page 59

18 CC notes 1945 on the administration of the county police during the war.

19 CC notes 1945 on the administration of the county police during the war.
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Surrey Constabulary Wartime policewomen

In 1942 on 1 July all regular constables of up to 25 years of age and all Police War Reserve
under thirty were de-reserved and their call up followed gradually. One hundred regulars and
14 Police War Reserves were called to the Colours from the Surrey Constabulary in addition
officers from Reigate Borough and Guildford Borough Police joined up. .20

By December 1942 the establishment of the Surrey Constabulary was: Regulars 383, Police
War Reserve 500, First Police Reserve 43, Special Constabulary 1353, and Woman’s Auxiliary
Police Corps 57.21

From 1942, special constables were required to work a minimum of twelve hours a week,
consisting of four hours of patrol duty and eight hours of 'standby' duty; these hours were
amended regularly and shortened as the war drew to an end.

In October 1943 the Home Office decided police numbers could be reduced and for the Surrey
Constabulary this meant wholetime establishment of 930. On the 31 December 1943 the actual
establishment was Regular 396, Police War Reserve 468, First Police Reserve 35, Special
Constables 1631 and Woman’s Auxiliary Police Corps 90.22

20 CC notes 1945 on the administration of the county police during the war.
21 CC notes 1945 on the administration of the county police during the war.
22 CC notes 1945 on the administration of the county police during the war.

14



Harwood's Section - Farnham Division. Left to right, back row: . Daniels, G, Fletche
Morris, A. Guy, W, Rowbotham, S. Lord, G. Hurst, A, Stapley, Front row: |, Cu
rgeant Harwood, S. Abel, A, Merritt,

1941/1942 Farnham Sergeant, three regulars one Police Reserve and Police War
Reserves. The “mixed economy” of wartime policing!

This is an excellent indication of the mixture of backgrounds with which policing was
undertaken during the Second World War. Some regular officers who were due to retirement
had to work on as best they could.
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Appendix A

Killed on the Home Front
First World War

Robert Telford Police Constable Died 15th June 1915. Aged 22 Northumberland County
Constabulary Fatally injured on patrol by a bomb dropped from an enemy airship.

Thomas Minke Police Constable Died 30th September 1915. Aged 35 City of London Police
Fatally injured by a bomb explosion during an enemy Zeppelin air raid

Thomas Dale Special Constable Died 1st April 1916. Aged 57 Sunderland Borough Police
Killed by enemy action while on patrol during a Zeppelin air raid.

Harold Reveley Acting Sergeant Died 21st August 1916. Aged 45 Bradford City Police
Killed while fighting fires during explosions at a munition’s factory.

James Hardacre KPM Police Constable Died 27th April 1917. Aged 34 Lancashire
Constabulary. Killed by an explosion at a fire in a munition’s factory at Church when, aware
of the grave danger, he courageously remained at the scene, closing a magazine door and
attaching a hose to fight the fire. Posthumously awarded the King's Police Medal for
Gallantry

William H. Stokes Special Constable Died 25th May 1917. Aged 46 Folkestone Borough
Police. Killed as a result of enemy action during an air raid at Folkestone.

Thomas Bell Police Sergeant Died 16th April 1918. Aged 41 Lancashire Constabulary
Fatally injured in a fall into a cutting trying to locate a light in a blackout.

16



Appendix B
Metropolitan Police

First World War killed on duty in London

SC Thomas Joseph Pinchon Died 13 October 1915, aged 24. Killed by a bomb reporting for
duty during an enemy Zeppelin air raid

SC Harry William Causbrook Died 14 October 1915, aged 37. Fatally injured by a bomb
reporting for duty in an enemy Zeppelin air raid.

D/Sgt Matthew McLoughlin Died 5 June 1916, aged 37. Drowned in the sinking of HMS
Hampshire on Special Branch duty (Protection Officer Lord Kitchener)

DCI Alfred William Ward Died 5 September 1916, aged 50. Killed by a bomb at Scotland
Yard during an enemy Zeppelin air raid

PC Edward George Brown Greenoff KPM. Died 28th January 1917. Aged 30
Metropolitan Police Died from head injuries received on 19 January from an explosion at a
fire in a munition’s factory at Silvertown where, despite the imminent danger, he remained at
the scene to warn others and evacuate the area. Posthumously awarded the King's Police
Medal for Gallantry.

PC Alfred Smith Died 13 June 1917, aged 37 Killed by a bomb while evacuating the street
during an enemy air raid.

SC Henry Willis Shields King Died 18 December 1917, aged 38. Killed by a bomb while
reporting for duty during an enemy air raid

St/Sgt Thomas Green Died 18 June 1919, aged 51 Fatally injured when bludgeoned in a
mob attack on Epsom Police Station.

PC Page Mayes Janeway Died 2 February 1920, aged 45. Died of cancer believed
aggravated by injury in the Epsom Police riot

Station Sergeant Green Metropolitan Police

17



A First World War veteran during World War Two a War Reserve in the Metropolitan
Police
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Appendix 3

1939-1945 Metropolitan Police deaths resulting directly
from the war

PC George Rodney Southworth Police Constable Died 4th September 1939. Aged 25 Killed
in a fall from a building trying to extinguish a light in the blackout

WRC Israel Abrahams Died 8th November 1939. Aged 40. Fatally injured while on his beat
when hit by a tram in the blackout.

PC William George Morgan Died 29th February 1940. Aged 47. Killed when hit by a bus in
the blackout cycling to report for duty

WRC Jack William Avery Died 6th July 1940. Aged 28. Approaching a man whom he saw
sketching in Hyde Park and suspecting it may be of national importance due to the War he
seized the sketch. The man proceeded to stab Avery in the leg, causing serious injuries that
led to Avery's death the following day

SC Charles James Emes, 33 WRC Charles Richard Scutt, 41 Died 26 August 1940

Both killed by a bomb explosion while on patrol during an enemy air raid.

PC George Henry Aldred Died 8 September 1940, aged 32 Killed on duty during in an air
raid when a bomb struck Putney station.

PC William Clarence Locke, 36 S/Sub-Insp Herbert James Patrick Linkins, 30 S/Sgt
George Alfred Martin, 40 SC Ronald Percy Lewis, 26 Died 9 September 1940. All killed
when a bomb hit Greenwich Police Station during an air raid.

Stn/Sgt Wilfred John Chilcott Died 9 September 1940, aged 46. Killed on duty during in an
air raid when a second bomb struck Putney station.

WRC Henry John S. Edwards Died 9 September 1940, aged 38 B Div. Killed in an air raid
WRC George Henry Nottage Died 10 September 1940, aged 55 R Div. Killed in an air raid
PC William Stephen Waistell Died 12 September 1940, aged 28. Fatally injured by a bomb
explosion cycling to duty in an enemy air raid.

WRC George Alexander Hall Died 15 September1940, aged 26L Div. Killed in an air raid
PC Leonard Knowles Died 16 September1940, aged 47 R Div. Killed in an air raid
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SC Leonard Francis Clarke Died 16 September 1940, aged 28. Fatally injured by a bomb
explosion guarding a disabled enemy aircraft.

PC Horace Edward Andrews Died 17 September 1940, aged 34. Fatally injured by a bomb
explosion on duty during an enemy air raid.

WRC Reginald Frederick Block Died 17 September 1940, aged 46. Died as a result of
injuries received during an enemy air attack.

PC Percy Edwin Looker Died 19 September1940, aged 30 N Div. Killed in an air raid
WRC George lan Sangster Died 21 September1940, aged 26 K Div.

PC Ronald Ernest Aylett, 27 R Div. Killed in an air raid WRC John Edward Blackeby, 31
H Div. Killed in an air raid WRC Coronation George Elmer Died 24 September 1940,
aged 29 S Div. Killed in an air raid

PC Edgar Gerald Benjamin Price Died 25 September 1940, aged 29. Killed by a bomb
when, off duty, he went to help in an enemy air raid.

Sgt Herbert Charles Paisley Died 25 September 1940, aged 48. Killed by a delayed action
bomb evacuating a house in an air raid.

D/Sgt Frank Truscott Collins Died 25 September 1940, aged 34. Fatally injured when a
parachute mine fell at West End Central.

WRC Charles Henry James Huck Died 26 September 1940, aged 35 Fatally injured in an
air raid when he left a shelter to investigate a fire.

PC Hubert Raymond Church Pryce Died 26 September 1940, aged 26. Fatally injured by a
bomb explosion on duty during an enemy air raid.

WRC Joseph Davis Died 26 September1940, aged 30 E Div. Killed in an air raid

SC Frederick Garnish Died 27 September1940, aged 37 N Div. Killed in an air raid
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DC Bernard McLaughlin Died 28 September 1940, aged 27, PC Reginald William
Stanbridge Died 1 October 1940, aged 35. Fatally injured when a parachute mine fell at
West End Central.

D/Sgt William Scott, 32 WRC Stanley Edward Bullworthy, 44 Y Div. PC Edward
Joseph Ryan, 21 Died 2 October 1940 P Div. Killed in an air raid

PC William Henry Richards Died 3 October 1940, aged 36. Fatally injured by a bomb
explosion on duty during an enemy air raid.

WRC Frederick Guy Lawrence Died 3 October 1940, aged 44 G Div. Killed in an air raid
WRC Arthur William Gurr Thorburn Died 4 October 1940, aged 55. Killed by a delayed
action bomb guarding an area after an air raid.

SC Leslie Guy Cresswell Died 7 October 1940, aged 32 V Div. Killed in an air raid

SC Arthur Overend, 31 K Div. WRC Harry Goodman, 33 F Div. SC Leonard
Theophilus Sulway, 31 F Div. Died 9 October 1940. Killed in an air raid

PC Douglas Weir Died 10 October 1940, aged 22 Z Div. Killed in an air raid

WRC Kenneth Colin Macdonald, 27 Z Div. RPS Stanley Hankins, 50 X Div. Junior
Station Insp Theodore C. Hankin-Turvin, A Div. 26 Died 11 October 1940 Killed in an air
raid

PC George Walker MM Died 13 October 1940, aged 53. Fatally injured on duty by a gas
main explosion following an enemy air attack.

WRC Thomas Robert Pickett Died 15 October 1940, aged 39. Fatally injured by a bomb
explosion during an enemy air attack.

WRC Walter Denby Died 15 October 1940, aged 51S Div. Killed in an air raid

WRC William David Collier, 37 WRC Charles Neville Squires, 39 Died 16 October 1940
Killed together by a land mine explosion during an enemy air attack.

PC Charles Lionel Abbott Died 16 October 1940, aged 37. Killed by a bomb when he went
to help with rescue work in an air raid.

WRC Frederick Broadhurst Died 16 October 1940, aged 29. Killed by a bomb explosion
while on duty during an enemy air raid.

WRC Leonard Gordon Cowell Died 17 October 1940, aged 23 E Div. Killed in an air raid
PC Thomas McHattie Died 17 October 1940, aged 44. Fatally injured by a shell explosion
on duty during an enemy air raid.

RPC John Stanislaus Freed Died 19 October 1940, aged 60. Killed by a bomb explosion at
Chislehurst police box in an air raid.

PC Edward Lionel Castleton Died 19 October 1940, aged 24 A Div. Killed in an air raid
WRC Leslie Horace Frank Brown Died 20 October 1940, aged 30. Killed by a bomb
explosion during an enemy air attack at Chelsea.

PC Garfield George Hill, 28 WRC Ben Roy Parker, 35 Died 20 October 1940. Both killed
by a bomb explosion on duty during an air raid at Wembley.

WRC Noel William Govett, 30 C Div. SC Herbert Lucas, 31 V Div. Died 20 October
1940 Killed in an air raid

WRC Lewis William Morgan Died 22 October 1940, aged 41. Fatally injured by a bomb
explosion on duty during an enemy air raid.

PC Samuel Bridges Died 22 October 1940, aged 34 W Div. Killed in an air raid
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WRC Alexander Bruce, 40 WRC Thomas Oswald Bell Cockburn, 44 Died 25 October
1940. Both killed by the explosion of a bomb during an enemy air raid at Ruislip.

WRC Karl George F. Friman Died 25 October 1940, aged 37 E Div. Killed in an air raid
WRC Reginald Alfred Hall Died 27 October 1940, aged 49 B Div. Killed in an air raid
SC Leonard John Elwell Died 29 October 1940, aged 37 M Div. Killed in an air raid

SC Charles Leslie Bond Died 31 October1940, aged 48 Z Div. Killed in an air raid

WRC Simeon Oscar Glen, 30 WRC Arthur Needham Myers, 51 Died 6 November 1940
Both killed by a bomb explosion during an enemy air raid at Hammersmith.

PC John Brown, 34 PC Clifford Howell Davies, 27 PC Charles Maclnnes, 26 RPC
Charles Summers, 55 WRC George Bromley Borham, 35 WRC Leonard Bowes, 30
WRC Thomas Henry Coe, 63 WRC Thomas Henry Craven, 38 WRC Llewellyn Robert
Davies, 29 WRC Gerard Audley Fred Harvey, 56 WRC George Edward Smith, 29 WRC
George Thomas Wallis, 46 Died 6 November 1940. All killed when Kilburn Section House
was destroyed during an air raid.

WRC Henry John West Died 8 November 1940, aged 38 G Div. Killed in an air raid

RPS James Holt Died 11 November 1940, aged 51F Div. Killed in an air raid

PC John Doyle Died 12 November 1940, aged 48 F Div. Killed in an air raid

SC Clifford Charles Tilberry Died 13 November 1940, aged 27 V Div. Killed in an air raid
WRC William Lawrence Blake Died 16 November 1940, aged 28 F Div. Killed in an air
raid

WRC Arthur Wilfred White Died 16 November 1940, aged 36. Killed by a bomb explosion
during an enemy air attack at Ealing.

S/Sgt Richard Edward Jones, 49 D Div. WRC Philip Frank Nye, 32 B Div. SC Alfred
Gordon Walker, T Div. 30 Died 29 November 1940 Killed in an air raid

SC John Greenslade Died 4 December 1940, aged 42 W Div. Killed in an air raid

PC John Charles Vaughan Died 8 December 1940, aged 23. Killed by a land mine
explosion on duty during an enemy air attack.

S/Insp William Cecil Bone Died 8 December 1940, aged 36 Z Div. Killed in an air raid
WRC Harold Edgar Lambert Died 9 December 1940, aged 41. Fatally injured by a shell
explosion during an enemy air attack.

Insp Henry James Ernest Lane Died 13 December 1940, aged 47. Killed by the explosion
of a delayed action bomb on duty in an air raid.

WRC George Albert Gray Died 29 December 1940, aged 27. Killed by a bomb explosion
during an enemy air attack at Camberwell.

WRC Francis Gervas Edwin Taylor Died 29 December 1940, aged 29. Killed by a bomb
explosion in an enemy air attack at Holborn.

WRC Harry Stuart Stagg Died 2 January 1941, aged 44 E Div. Killed in an air raid
WRC Thomas Henry Jones Died 5 January 1941, aged 30. Killed by a bomb explosion
during an enemy air attack at Chingford.

PC Sidney James Coveney Died 7 January 1941, aged 40 W Div. Killed in an air raid

PC Andrew Darling Watters Died 11 January 1941, aged 23 M Div. Killed in an air raid
PC Leonard Adamson Died 12 January 1941, aged 46 R Div. Killed in an air raid

PC George Carlyle Martyn Died 29 January 1941, aged 31 T Div. Killed in an air raid
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WRC Joseph Ward Died 19 February 1941, aged 38 Killed by a bomb explosion during an
enemy air attack at Chelsea.

PC William Edward Whellams Died 21 February 1941, aged 36. Killed by a bomb
explosion on duty in an enemy air attack at Hendon.

PC Stephen Christopher Robertson Died 8 March 1941, aged 25. Fatally injured dealing
with firebombs at Buckingham Palace.

PC Herbert Wakeman Died 15 March 1941, aged 47. Killed by a bomb while watching for
incendiaries during an air raid.

WRC Leslie Reginald Craydon Died 16 March 1941, aged 31. Fatally injured by a bomb on
duty during an air raid at Rotherhithe.

SC Sir Vyvyan Donald Cory (Bart) Died 17 March 1941, aged 34 F Div. Killed in an air
raid

PC Walter Henry Murton Died 17 March 1941, aged 47 Fatally injured by a bomb on duty
during an air raid at Rotherhithe. Posthumous King's Commendation for Brave Conduct in
Civil Defence.

PC James Frederick Tottey Died 19 March 1941, aged 31. Killed by a bomb when he left
his home to assist during an air raid.

S/D/Insp MacAllan Vivers Gibson, 47 Insp Leonard Frank Clark, 47 Stn/Sgt John
Pattison Curry, 33 D/Sgt Alick Thomas Stanley, 38 PC James William Rosam, 42 WRC
Thomas Anthony Killeen, 37 Died 19 March 1941. All killed when Holloway Police Station
was struck by a bomb in an air raid.

Sgt Charles Edward Murray Died 19 March 1941, aged 36. Fatally injured by a bomb
explosion on duty during an air raid. Posthumous King's Commendation for Brave Conduct
in Civil Defence.

WRC Leonard Henry Warsap, 35 K Div. WRC William John Stephens, 39 S Div.

Died 19 March 1941 Killed in an air raid

PC William David Henry Bentley Died 22 March 1941, aged 33 J Div. Killed in an air raid
WRC Stanley Thomas F. Mordey Died 16 April 1941, aged 38 P Div. Killed in an air raid
PC George Henry Caleb Willis, 37 W Div. WRC Henry Croft, 38 G Div. PC Walter
Edward Rogers, 22 G Div. Killed in an air raid

D/Sgt Alfred John Davey, 44 DI George Alfred Haynes, 44 DI Albert O'Sullivan, 34
Died 16 April 1941. Killed by a bomb explosion while on enquiries in an air raid at Bromley.
PC Charles Henry Moore Died 16 April 1941, aged 37. Killed when Sydenham police
station was hit by a parachute mine.

WRC Cyril Edward Kaye, 31 K Div. WRC Henry Moulton, 46. A Div. Died 17 April
1941 Killed in an air raid

WRC Alexander Harris Levy, 31 WRC George Frederick Tree, 30 Died 19 April 1941
Killed together by a bomb explosion in an air raid at Stepney.

A/Sgt Leonard Patrick Ives, 32 J Div. PC Benjamin Surflen Wathen, 29 B Div. WRC
Thomas Frederick Russell, 38 Z Div. SC Percy Bull, 48 E Div. WRC John Charles

Collett, 40 B Div. Died 19 April 1941 Killed in an air raid
PC Archibald Robert Wishart Died 20 April 1941 aged 44 R Div. Killed in an air raid
SC Arthur John North Died 10 May 1941, aged 37 Z Div. Killed in an air raid
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WRC George Albert Varney, 29 M Div. SC Richard Thomas Cobb, 40 Z Div. Insp Alec
Harley, 36 M Div. WRC Allan Jabez Place, 53 L Div. WRC William Golden Stewart, 35

C Div. WRC William Dennis Walton, 37 A Div. Died 11 May 1941 Killed in an air raid
WRC Albert Stanley Hinds Died 11 May 1941, aged 34. Killed during an air raid by an
anti-aircraft shell explosion at Loughton.
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The crash at Chobham with local PC and

SC Wilfred Fitzroy Stanley Jakeman, 36 WRC Alfred Edward Knapp, 52 PC Charles
Swift, 30 Died 11 May 1941. Killed by a bomb explosion on duty in an enemy air raid at
Kensington.

WRC Charles Henry Wilding Died 11 May 1941, aged 38. Fatally injured by the explosion
of a bomb during an enemy air raid.

PC Arthur Charles Levins Died 11 May 1941, aged 21. Fatally injured by a delayed action
bomb on duty after an air raid.

D/Sgt Nicholas Harvey Ball Died 11 May 1941, aged 42. Killed by a bomb going to assist
on his way home during an air raid.

WRC Gordon Farrant, 29 WRC Arthur Ernest Stead, 33 Died 11 May 1941. Both killed
by a bomb explosion on the Parliament roof during an air raid.

PC George Frederick Bernard Niblett Died 11 May 1941, aged 26. Killed by a parachute
mine while on duty during an enemy air raid.

WRC James Betteridge Died 12 May 1941, aged 53 E Div. Killed in an air raid

PC Frank Charles Cooper Died 13 May 1941, aged 39 E Div. Killed in an air raid

Stn/Sgt Bertram Jesse Carpenter Died 16 May 1941, aged 49. Fatally injured by a bomb
having left his home to assist in an air raid.

23 War-Torn Skies Battle of Britain Surrey by Simon Parry 2007 ISBN9780955473500 Red Kite Books Walton
on Thames
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SD/Insp Frederick Ernest Bennett Died 31 May 1941, aged 41. Fatally injured
extinguishing an incendiary bomb during an air raid. Posthumous King’s Commendation for
Brave Conduct in Civil Defence.

R/Insp Arthur Elijah Wells Died 16 June 1941, aged 51. Fatally injured by an enemy bomb
at East Greenwich Police Station.

WRC Ernest George Dove Died 28 July 1941, aged 31Thames Div. Killed in an air raid

1942
No directly related war deaths in MPD
1943

PC Albert Edward Burns Died 17 January 1943, aged 45 B Div. Killed in an air raid

Sgt Neville Richard Lucey Died 4 March 1943, aged 33. Killed while off duty attempting to
put out incendiaries during an air raid.

WRC Nelson Hickmott Died 12 March 1943, aged 37 K Div. Killed in an air raid

WRC Frederick Walter Browne Died 7 October 1943, aged 35. Killed by an anti-aircraft
shell explosion during an enemy air raid.

S/Sgt John Hinder Russ Died 22 October 1943, aged 60 P Div. Killed in an air raid

PC Walter Edward Elsdon Died 19 February 1944, aged 47 D Div. Killed in an air raid
WRC Albert William James Mason Died 23 February 1944, aged 37 B Div. Killed in an air
raid

SC John Alfred Dennis Died 24 February 1944, aged 49 B Div. Killed in an air raid

PC Richard Radcliffe, 34 Z Div. PC William Albert Steffens, 44 P Div. Died 22 March
1944 Killed in an air raid

WRC Charles Jonathan Durrant Died 16 June 1944, aged 40 M Div. Killed in an air raid
WRC Dick Scrivener Died 17 June 1944, aged 31 V Div. Killed in an air raid

WPC Bertha Massey Gleghorn Died 19 June 1944, aged 33. Fatally injured when a police
station was struck by a flying bomb.

R/Insp Alfred John Giles, 53 Insp Bernard Sylvester, 39. Died 19 June 1944 Killed by a
flying bomb explosion during an air raid at Wimbledon.

PC Eric Lindsay Cox Died 23 June 1944, aged 44 L Div. Killed in an air raid

WRC Albin Keller Died 28 June 1944, aged 46. Killed by a flying bomb explosion in an
enemy air attack at Lambeth.

PC James John Murrell, 44 E Div. PC Joseph Gordon Dunn, 41 Z Div. SC Percival
Walter Timbrell, 44 A Div. Died 29 June 1944 Killed in an air raid

PC Frederick Ralph Haseman Died 30 June 1944, aged 37 B Div. Killed in an air raid

PC Thomas Hubbard Died 1 July 1944, aged 37 Z Div. Killed in an air raid

SC Charles James Dove Died 3 July 1944, aged 42 N Div. Killed in an air raid

D/Sgt Albert Edward Smith Died 6 July 1944, aged 51 L Div. Killed in an air raid

WRC Edward Alexander Mason Died 7 July 1944, aged 43 K Div. Killed in an air raid
PC George Arthur Lord, 42 J Div. RPC William James Moir, 60 Died 9 July 1944 J Div.
Killed in an air raid
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SC Leonard Morton, 43 F Div. PC Harold Robert Heath, 49 CO (A3) Died 17 July
1944 Killed in an air raid

PC Alfred John Green Died 27 July 1944, aged 51 R Div. Killed in an air raid

WRC Leslie Burns Hayes Died 28 July 1944, aged 36 M Div. Killed in an air raid

PC Albert Henry Marsh Shephard Died 29 July 1944, aged 41 P Div. Killed in an air raid
PC Walter Stewart Died 1 August 1944, aged 32. Killed by a flying bomb while on
motorcycle patrol during an air raid.

SC Geoffrey Chalmers T. Brooks Died 15 August 1944, aged 36 S Div. Killed in an air raid
WRC Arthur Robert Harvey, 42 D Div. WRC Alfred Frank Cranefield, 38 D Div.

Died 21 August 1944 Killed in an air raid

WRC Ernest Frank Hunt Died 17 August 1944, aged 33. Killed by a flying bomb explosion
during an enemy air attack.

WRC Albert Edward Bragg Died 29 August 1944, aged 35 V Div. Killed in an air raid

PC Frederick Ernest Clarke Died 16 September 1944, aged 43. Killed by enemy action by
a V2 rocket explosion at Wood Green.

RPC George Phipps Routhorn Died 25 November 1944, aged 25M Div. Killed in an air
raid

1945
PC William Arthur Sharp Died 27 January 1945, aged 43. Fatally injured by the explosion
of a V2 long range rocket while on duty.
WRC Arthur Edward Howell Died 27 January 1945, aged 41V Div. Killed in an air raid
PC William Cyril G. Edmonds Died 26 February 1945, aged 47 R Div. Killed in an air raid
Sgt John Brownhill Died 6 March 1945, aged 38 J Div. Killed in an air raid
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Appendix 4

Police officers Killed outside Metropolitan Police area as a

direct cause of the Second World War
(Not including Metropolitan Police but includes City of London Police)

There are more deaths recorded but the documentation is often not
explicit as to who died as a direct cause of the war

1939

Arthur Wilton War Reserve Constable Died 4th October 1939. Aged 34 West Sussex
Constabulary Killed while on bicycle patrol when struck by a bus during the blackout
1940

Special Constable Alfred Hill Died 9th February 1940. Age unknown Shropshire
Constabulary Killed on patrol pushing his bicycle in the black-out when hit by a lorry
Robert Christian Thomson MBE Assistant Chief Constable Died 18th June 1940. Aged 38
Edinburgh City Police He was shot dead by a drunken soldier during an air raid blackout
Charles Peter Page Police Constable Died 21st June 1940. Aged 49 River Wear Police
Killed in a motorcycle accident reporting for duty in an air raid

Robert Anderson Special Constable Died 22nd June 1940. Aged 37 Ipswich Borough Police
Killed off duty in an enemy air raid

Clifford Henry Bougourd Police Constable Died 28th June 1940. Aged 33 Guernsey Police
Having reported for duty during an enemy air raid at St. Peter Port, he was tending to a
seriously injured man at the harbour when a bomb exploded nearby, and he was struck in the
head by shrapnel and fatally injured

Eric George King Police Constable Died 2nd July 1940. Aged 24 Birmingham City Police
Injured his knee during a rapid-fire exercise in rifle training and died during the subsequent
operation.

Alfred Edwin Crosby Reserve Police Constable Died 7th July 1940. Aged 48 Plymouth City
Police Killed by enemy action conducting people to a shelter during an air raid.

William Race Police Constable Died 1st August 1940. Aged 45 London & North Eastern
Railway Police Killed on duty sheltering under a wagon during an enemy air raid

Bertram Hold Cattell Special Constable, John Thomas Gillings Police War Reserve
Constable, Ernest Hugh Johnson Sub-Divisional Officer SC Died 13th August 1940. Aged
70 Warwickshire Constabulary Killed when struck by a car at a traffic check during an air
raid.

George Moore Special Inspector Died 16th August 1940. Aged 51 Kent County
Constabulary Killed in enemy air raid
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Frederick Charles Ticehurst Police Constable Died 24th August 1940. Aged 36 Ramsgate
Borough Police Killed by enemy action during an air raid while at home following night
duty.

Edward Henry Brooks Special Constable Died 25th August 1940. Aged 63, Hubert
Whitworth Adams Special Constable aged 46 North Riding of Yorkshire Constabulary.
Killed by enemy action whilst on patrol in an air raid at Grangetown.

John Olive Special Constable Died 28th August 1940. Aged 55 Kent County Constabulary
Killed in enemy air raid

Jack Harold Jenks Police Constable Died 1st September 1940. Aged 24 Swansea Borough
Police Killed by a bomb splinter directing soldiers to a shelter in an air raid

Basil Linton Stockbridge Police Constable Died 4th September 1940 Aged 26, Ronald
William Clark Special Constable aged 49 Somerset Constabulary Killed by enemy action
whilst on duty during an air raid.

Henry Kettle Police War Reserve Constable. Aged 30, Police Constable Ronald Parker
Aged 23, died 7th September 1940 County Constabulary Killed in enemy air raids.
Frederick George Davis Police War Reserve Constable Died 8th September 1940. Aged 34
City of London Police Killed off duty in enemy air raids.

Evelyn Rolfe Police Nurse Died 9th September 1940. Aged 65 City of London Police Fatally
injured by enemy action at the City of London Police Hospital.

Reginald John Rogers Special Sergeant Died 14th September 1940. Aged 40 Kent County
Constabulary Killed in enemy air raids.

Llewellyn Walford Special Constable Died 18th September 1940. Aged 45 Lancashire
Constabulary Killed by a bomb assisting women and children into an air raid shelter.
Robert Charles Winney Police Constable Died 18th September 1940. Aged 45

Port of London Authority Police. Killed by the detonation of an unexploded bomb whilst
checking bomb damage following an overnight enemy air raid at the Royal Albert Dock,
West Ham

Stanley Black Police Constable Died 19th September 1940. Aged 39 Liverpool City Police
Fatally injured by bomb splinters on patrol during an enemy air raid

Charles Edward Showell Sergeant Died 19th September 1940. Aged 40 Port of London
Authority Police. Killed by the detonation of an unexploded bomb whilst checking bomb
damage following an overnight enemy air raid at the Royal Albert Dock, West Ham.
Charles William Haynes Reserve Police Constable Died 20th September 1940. Aged 65
Kent County Constabulary Fatally injured when struck by a car cycling back to his station in
an air raid.

Leonard Charles Payne Special Constable Died 24th September 1940. Aged 20 City of
London Police Fatally injured in an enemy air raid while off duty assisting local ARP.
Gilbert Thomas Shortman Special Constable Died 25th September 1940. Aged 29 Bristol
Constabulary Killed off duty in an enemy air raid.

Harrold Barrow Police Constable Died 27th September 1940. Aged 28 Birmingham City
Police While travelling to report for duty during an air raid he was Killed by an enemy bomb
Arthur Edward Potten Special Constable Died 5th October 1940. Aged 43 Kent County
Constabulary Killed in enemy air raids.
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William James Fitkin Special Constable Died 8th October 1940. Aged 31 Somerset
Constabulary Killed off duty in an enemy air raid

Ernest William Walter Whiting Police Constable Died 10th October 1940. Aged 34 East
Suffolk Constabulary Killed by the explosion of an unexploded bomb he was guarding.
James Arthur Fox Sergeant. Aged 37 William Henry Leedham Police Constable aged 36
Died 12th October 1940 Coventry City Police Killed evacuating area of a delayed action
bomb in an enemy air raid.

Frederick Walter Heine Special Constable Died 15th October 1940. Aged 40 Kent County
Constabulary Killed in enemy air raids

William Matson Sinclair Special Constable Died 21st October 1940. Aged 33 Coventry
City Police Killed during an enemy air raid.

Denis John Owens Sergeant Died 26th October 1940. Aged 37 Eastbourne Borough Police
Killed dealing with an unexploded bomb following an enemy air raid.

William Hodgetts Police War Reserve Constable Died 26th October 1940. Aged 45
Birmingham City Police Killed by enemy action whilst on duty during an enemy air raid.
Samuel Doyland Police Constable Died 27th October 1940. Aged 55 East Suffolk
Constabulary Killed in enemy air raids off duty or duty status unknown.

Frederick Charles Smith Police War Reserve Constable Died 30th October 1940. Aged 36
City of London Police Killed by enemy action while on duty during an air raid.

Thomas James Farrell Police Constable Died 1st November 1940. Aged 38 Kent County
Constabulary Killed during an enemy air raid when bomb splinters pierced his helmet.
Henry Thomas Welfare Special Constable Died 8th November 1940. Aged 62 East Sussex
Constabulary Killed by enemy action while on duty during an air raid.

Harry Berry Special Constable Died 14th November 1940. Aged 34. Thomas Rowland
Lowry Police Messenger Aged 16, Special Constable Kenneth Charles Rollins Aged 30,
William Alfred Henry Timms Police Constable Aged 23, William Robert Lambe Special
Constable Aged 26, Frederick Barrett Special Constable Aged 50, C Coventry City Police
Killed by enemy action when an air raid shelter was destroyed.

Albert Ernest Bawden Special Constable Aged 38 Fatally injured along with other officers,
at Red Lane, as a result of enemy action during the devastating air raid which destroyed
Coventry City centre on the night of 14th to 15th November.

Bertram Whyatt West Police Messenger Died 15th November 1940. Aged 17 Coventry
City Police Killed by enemy action when an air raid destroyed the city centre.

Ernest William Reynard Special Constable Died 17th November 1940. Aged 44
Hampshire County Constabulary Killed by during an air raid whilst on duty.

Frederik Solomon Strong Police War Reserve Constable Died 17th November 1940. Aged
34 Coventry City Police Fatally injured by enemy action as an air raid destroyed the city
centre.

William Dalgetty Special Constable Died 19th November 1940. Aged 47

Birmingham City Police Killed in enemy air raids off duty or duty status unknown.
Leonard Thomas Norman Detective Sergeant age 34, Brian Mansell Hawkes Detective
Sergeant Aged 34, Edwin George Trump Detective Constable. Aged 26. Died 20th
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November 1940. Leicester City Police Killed by the direct hit of a bomb on incident post he
was in during an air raid.

Harold Gilbert Lewis Police Constable Died 23rd November 1940. Aged 25 Birmingham
City Police Killed outside his station when struck by a bomb during an air raid.

William Alfred Mitchinson Police Constable Died 23rd November 1940. Aged 25
Birmingham City Police Fatally injured by shrapnel whilst on duty dealing with air raid
incidents.

Gilbert James Vincent Police Fireman Died 24th November 1940. Aged 27 Bristol Police
Fire Brigade Killed by enemy action while on duty in an air raid

George Bryant Special Constable Died 25th November 1940. Aged 57 Bristol Constabulary
Killed off duty in an enemy air raid.

Frederick Ernest Tupper Police Constable Died 29th November 1940. Aged 41
Southampton Borough Police Fatally injured by a bomb reporting for duty at Headquarters
during an air raid

Stanley Shuff Acting Sergeant Died 30th November 1940. Aged 39 Berkshire Constabulary
Killed on war aid to Southampton when an enemy bomb struck a police post.

Arthur John Pennymore Special Constable Died 2nd December 1940. Aged 55 Norwich
City Police. Killed in enemy air raids, duty status unknown.

John Barrier First Police Reserve Died 11th December 1940. Aged 63 Birmingham City
Police Killed off duty in an enemy air raid.

Harold Kavanagh Police War Reserve Constable Died 11th December 1940. Aged 30
Birmingham City Police Killed by enemy action whilst on duty in an air raid at Acocks
Green.

Lionel Speller Special Constable Died 11th December 1940. Aged 43

Birmingham City Police Killed in enemy air raids off duty or duty status unknown.
Frederick Parkes Spencer Police Fireman aged 36, Sheffield Police Fire Brigade

Died 12th December 1940. Aged 52 Killed fighting a fire at the Empire Theatre after an
enemy air raid

Frederick Hides Munks Police War Reserve Constable died 13 December 1940 aged 52
Sheffield City Police Killed in enemy air raids off duty or duty status unknown.

William Wallace Special Constable Died 20th December 1940. Aged 63 Wallasey Borough
Police Killed in enemy air raids off duty or duty status unknown.

Thomas Voce Police Constable Died 20th December 1940. Aged 40 Liverpool City Police
Killed by falling masonry whilst on duty during an enemy air raid

James Ferguson Hood Police Fireman Died 21st December 1940. Aged 26 Liverpool Police
Fire Brigade Killed by falling masonry whilst fighting fires during an enemy air raid
Richard Millington Police War Reserve Constable Died 21st December 1940. Aged 40
Liverpool City Police Killed by falling masonry whilst on duty during an enemy air raid.is
Lewis Glover Police Constable Died 22nd December 1940. Aged 46 Liverpool City Police
Killed attempting to extinguish an incendiary bomb during an air raid.

James Hacking Baldy Police Fireman Died 23rd December 1940. Aged 29 Salford Police
Fire Brigade. He attended Chapel Street, Salford following an air raid, upon his arrival a
delayed action bomb exploded, causing grave injuries from which he later died.
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Horace Witham Police Constable Died 23rd December 1940. Aged 35 Manchester City
Police. Whilst on duty at the junction of Southall Street and Great Ducie Street a parachute
mine exploded nearby and he was killed instantly.

Thomas Gordon Andrew Police Constable Died 23rd December 1940. Aged 35 Manchester
City Police. On duty, during the Manchester Blitz, and was assisting the Auxiliary Fire
Service in Piccadilly, Manchester when a high explosive bomb dropped beside them.
William Chippendale Chief Inspector Died 23rd December 1940. Aged 49, Herbert Berry
Police Constable Aged 28, John Harrison Burns Police Constable Aged 30, John William
Law Reserve Police Constable Aged 51, Henry Edward Heaton Special Constable Aged 43
Lancashire Constabulary. Died when Manchester Division HQ in Old Trafford was
demolished by a high explosive bomb which struck in the early hours during an enemy air
raid on Manchester

John William Salthouse Inspector Died 24th December 1940. Aged 43 Salford City Police
Fatally injured in an air raid when a bomb exploded at the Regent Road Police Station,
Salford.

Harry Davies Special Constable Died 24th December 1940. Aged 49 Lancashire
Constabulary Fatally injured when dealing with an incendiary bomb during an air raid.

lan Douglas Steen Police Constable Died 26th December 1940. Aged 23 Lancashire
Constabulary Died from injuries received in the early hours of 23 December when
Manchester Division HQ in Old Trafford was demolished by a high explosive bomb which
struck in the early hours during an enemy air raid on Manchester.

1941

David Roderick Roberts Police War Reserve Constable Died 1st January 1941. Aged 48
Lancashire Constabulary/ Died from injuries received in the early hours of 23 December
when Manchester Division HQ in Old Trafford was demolished by a high explosive bomb
which struck in the early hours during an enemy air raid on Manchester.

Albert Edward Janes Police Fireman Died 3rd January 1941. Aged 45 Bristol Police Fire
Brigade Killed by enemy action while fighting fires during an air raid.

Robert Holmes Police War Reserve Constable Died 3rd January 1941. Aged 33 Bristol
Constabulary Killed fighting a fire during an enemy air raid.

Harry James Whiteman Police Fireman Died 10th January 1941. Aged 28 Portsmouth
Police Fire Brigade Killed by the blast of a high explosive bomb when operating a turntable
ladder while fighting fires during an enemy air raid at Southsea

Arthur William Edgar Beagles Police Constable Died 11th January 1941. Aged 25 City of
London Police Killed by enemy action while on duty during an air raid.

John George Heard Police War Reserve Constable. Aged 33, Edgar John G. Whitehead
Police Constable Aged 23 City of London Police Died 11th January 1941 Killed by enemy
action while on duty during an air raid.

Henry Sidney Marshall Police War Reserve Constable Died 13th January 1941. Aged 35
City of London Police Fatally injured by enemy action while on duty during an air raid
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Sidney John B. Hannam Special Sergeant Died 13th January 1941. Aged 37 Plymouth City
Police Killed by enemy action in an air raid.

Wilmot Reginald Sedgley Special Constable Died 16th January 1941. Aged 34 Newcastle-
under-Lyme Borough Police Killed by a delayed action bomb while searching for air raid
survivors.

George Lambert Storrar Special Constable Died 23rd January 1941. Aged 38 Fife County
Constabulary Fatally injured by a sea mine which detonated having been washed ashore near
Lady's Rock at West Wemyss in Fife.

Denis Frederick Melville Police Messenger Died 1st February 1941. Aged 16 City of
London Police Killed off duty in enemy air raids.

Herbert John Allwright Police War Reserve Constable Died 8th February 1941. Aged 49
City of London Police Killed off duty in enemy air raids.

Cyril Lamb Police Constable Died 16th February 1941. Aged 23 South Shields Borough
Police Killed in enemy air raids, duty status unknown.

William John Wilson Police Constable Died 20th February 1941. Aged 47 Liverpool City
Police Found drowned in the docks having fallen in on patrol in the blackout.

William Bolton Flitter Sergeant Died 21st February 1941. Aged 43 Swansea Borough
Police Killed by a high explosive bomb during an enemy air raid.

Ronald Thomas Guest Police Fireman Died 27th February 1941. Aged 32 Bristol Police
Fire Brigade Killed by enemy action while fighting fires during an air raid.

Frank Edgar Fisher Special Constable Died 27th February 1941. Aged 39 Grimsby
Borough Police Killed in enemy air raids off duty or duty status unknown.

Alan Trevor Police Constable Died 3rd March 1941. Aged 37 Liverpool City Police Killed
evacuating the area of an unexploded bomb in an air raid.

Frederick William Mann Special Constable Died 7th March 1941. Aged 46 Newark
Borough Police. Killed during an enemy air raid.

Frank Ronald Collins Special Constable Died Aged 34, William James F. Dunnett Police
Constable Aged 28, Albert George Ridley Police War Reserve Constable Aged 46 City of
London Police Fatally injured by enemy action whilst on duty during an air raid Died 8th
March 1941.

Gerard Gaskell Police Constable Aged 28, Clifford Ernest L. Davey Special Constable
Aged 38, John Clarence Harrop Special Constable aged 32 Died 12th March 1941.
Lancashire Constabulary Killed by a bomb explosion while on duty during an air raid at
Stretford.

Alexander McEachen Police Constable Aged 51, Archibald C. Stevenson Police Constable
Aged 27, William Steven Dickson Police Constable Aged 27, Donald MacDonald Special
Sergeant Aged 52 , John Morton Gray Special Constable aged 38 Died 13th March 1941
City of Glasgow Police Killed as a result of enemy action while on duty during an air raid.
Frederick Davies Police Fireman Aged 28, William Hewitt Police Fireman Aged 29,
Walter Straker Richardson Police Fireman aged 36 Died 13th March 1941 City Police.
Killed by enemy action whilst on duty during an air raid.

Cyril Nelson Read Police Constable Died 13th March 1941. Aged 35 Liverpool City Police
Killed evacuating the area of an unexploded bomb in an air raid.
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Thomas Hamilton Special Constable Aged 36, James Williamson Special Constable Died
Aged 37, John Gerard MacKrell Special Constable. Aged 29 City of Glasgow Police, Killed
by enemy action during an air raid 14th March 1941

William James Hutchings Special Constable Died 15th March 1941. Aged 37 Plymouth
City Police Killed off duty in enemy air raids

James Kerr Wilson Special Constable Died 16th March 1941. Aged 52 City of Glasgow
Police Fatally injured by enemy action while off duty during an air raid.

George Evans Watkins Police War Reserve Constable Died 17th March 1941. Aged 34
Bristol Constabulary Killed by enemy action while on duty during an air raid.

Francis John A. Spear Police War Reserve Constable Died 17th March 1941. Aged 36
Bristol Constabulary Killed by enemy action while on duty during an air raid.

Frederick Herbert Clarke Police War Reserve Constable Died 21st March 1941. Aged 32
City of Glasgow Police Fatally injured by enemy action while off duty during an air raid.
John Balment Reserve Police Constable Died 21st March 1941. Aged 55 Cornwall
Constabulary Killed off duty in an enemy air raid.

Joseph Thomas Gerritty Police Fireman Died 24th March 1941. Aged 41 Plymouth Police
Fire Brigade Fatally injured by a bomb on duty at the docks during an enemy air raid.
Thomas Arthur Benn KPFSM Police Constable Died 29th March 1941. Aged 25 Liverpool
City Police. Having entered a burning house with a colleague and rescued two members of a
family trapped inside, he reached a woman and two children but perished in the flames with
the two children in his arms. Posthumously awarded the King's Police and Fire Services
Medal for Gallantry.

Robert Garton Police Constable Died 31st March 1941. Aged 46 Hull City Police Killed in
enemy air raids off duty or duty status unknown.

William Dalgetty Police Constable Died 7th April 1941. Aged 46 Paisley Burgh Police
Killed as a result of enemy action while off duty during an air raid.

Frank Marshall Police Constable Died 8th April 1941. Aged 24 Cheshire Constabulary
Killed by a high explosive bomb during an enemy air raid on Crewe.

George William Brown Special Constable. Aged 41 Herbert Cecil Davey Special
Constable Aged 55, William John Harrison Special Constable Aged 70, Percy James
Smowton Special Constable Aged 59, Frederick George Willsmore Special Constable
Aged 38. Great Yarmouth Borough Police Killed when a bomb fell outside their station
during an enemy air raid Died 8th April 1941

Frank Henry Kimberley Special Constable Died 8th April 1941. Aged 54 Coventry City
Police Killed in an air raid at the police station

Frank James Cook Special Constable Died 9th April 1941. Aged 29 Birmingham City
Police Killed off duty in an enemy air raid.

Thomas Arthur Harraway Police War Reserve Constable Died 9th April 1941. Aged 63
Birmingham City Police. Killed during an enemy air raid.

Arthur Frederick Matts Special Constable Died 9th April 1941. Aged 48 Coventry City
Police. Fatally injured by enemy action at the police station during an air raid.

Mornington Alfred Clements Police Constable Died 10th April 1941. Aged 49 Tynemouth
Borough Police. Killed by enemy action during an air raid.
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George Cuthbert Murray Police War Reserve Constable died 10th April 1941. Aged 68
Tynemouth Borough Police Killed by enemy action during an air raid.

Mark William Sellek Detective Inspector Died 10th April 1941. Aged 40 Birmingham City
Police. Killed by a bomb on fire watching duties on the police station roof.

Bertie Gready Police Constable Died 10th April 1941. Aged 23 Birmingham City Police
Killed by a bomb exploding outside Digbeth Police Station

Ralph George Wilkinson Special Constable Died 10th April 1941. Aged 50 Birmingham
City Police. Killed in enemy air raids off duty or duty status unknown

Rowland Thomas Harman Special Constable Sub-Commander Died 10th April 1941. Aged
60 Birmingham City Police He was examining unexploded bomb in Somerville Road which
suddenly exploded and killed him.

Harold Leslie Lowe Special Constable Died 10th April 1941. Aged 37 Coventry City Police
Killed during an enemy air raid.

John Henry Bees Acting Sergeant Died 11th April 1941. Aged 34 Bristol Police Fire
Brigade. Killed by enemy action while fighting a fire during an air raid.

Jack Frederick Goodchild Police Constable Died 12th April 1941. Aged 30 Birmingham
City Police. Killed by a bomb explosion while on patrol during an enemy air raid.

Herbert Alfred Low Police Fireman Died 14th April 1941. Aged 25 Bristol Police Fire
Brigade. Fatally injured by enemy action assisting in an air raid in Coventry.

Harry William Rudd Police War Reserve Constable Died 18th April 1941. Aged 47

Great Yarmouth Borough Police Killed in enemy air raids off duty or duty status unknown.
Richard Daniel Jay Wills Special Constable Died 19th April 1941. Aged 37 Kent County
Constabulary Killed in enemy air raids.

William John Cheek Reserve Police Constable Died 21st April 1941. Aged 59 Plymouth
City Police Killed off duty in enemy air raids.

Wilfred Donald Stribley Police War Reserve Constable Died 22nd April 1941. Aged 35
Plymouth City Police. Killed by enemy action at a police station during an enemy air raid.
Kenneth John Walters Police Constable Died 23rd April 1941. Aged 24 Plymouth City
Police Fatally injured by enemy action in an air raid.

Walter White Police War Reserve Constable Died 23rd April 1941. Aged 57 Plymouth City
Police Killed by enemy action in an air raid.

Albert Edward Harris Special Constable Died 23rd April 1941. Aged 55 Plymouth City
Police Killed off duty in enemy air raids.

Walter Henry Northcott Police Fireman Died 24th April 1941. Aged 31 Bristol Police Fire
Brigade. Killed by enemy action assisting to fight a fire in an air raid at Plymouth

Douglas Watson Special Constable Died 26th April 1941. Aged 56 Norfolk Constabulary
Killed in an enemy air raid, duty status unknown.

William George Davies Police War Reserve Constable age 37, Clifford Stanley Higgs
Special Constable aged 32 Died 29th April 1941 Glamorganshire Constabulary. Killed as a
result of enemy action during an air raid at Cwmparc.

Edward Harold Gibbs Sergeant Died 30th April 1941. Aged 36 Plymouth City Police
Killed off duty in enemy air raids.

Lawrence Holford Police War Reserve Constable Died 30th April 1941. Aged 48 Brighton
Borough Police. Killed on duty as two allied aircraft collided and he was hit by debris.
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William Thomas Sandover Police Constable Died 1st May 1941. Aged 28 Plymouth City
Police Killed off duty in enemy air raids

Robert Roberts Driver Died 3rd May 1941. Aged 58 Liverpool Police Fire Brigade Killed
while acting as an ambulance driver when a hospital was bombed.

John Edwards Police Constable Died 3rd May 1941. Aged 39 Liverpool City Police Killed
by a bomb explosion while on patrol during an enemy air raid.

James Mann Police Constable Died 3rd May 1941. Aged 48 Bootle Borough Police Killed
by enemy action whilst on duty during an enemy air raid.

George Morgan Valentine Special Constable Died 4th May 1941. Aged 43 Lancashire
Constabulary. Killed in an enemy air raid at Roby.

leuan Griffith Jeffreys Police Constable Died 4th May 1941. Aged 31 St Helens Borough
Police. Killed investigating an unexploded bomb on aiding duty in Liverpool.

William Clucas Constable Died 4th May 1941. Aged 43 Liverpool Parks Police Killed
during an enemy air raid with his family at their Stanley Park home.

Howell Ap-Einion Jones Special Constable Aged 40, Ainsworth Spence Hodgson

Special Constable aged 54. Died 4th May 1941. Liverpool Fire Salvage Corps. Killed by
enemy action during an air raid at the Fire Salvage Station.

John Cutler Williams Police Constable Died 4th May 1941. Aged 50 Liverpool City Police
Killed by a bomb explosion while on patrol during an enemy air raid.

Robert Stirrat Police Constable Died 5th May 1941 Aged 24 Dundee City Police Killed by
the detonation of an unexploded bomb he was checking.

James Anderson Police Constable Aged 45, George McKeown Special Constable Aged 42,
William Sinton Will Police War Reserve Constable Aged 35, Bootle Borough Police. Killed
by enemy action while on patrol during an air raid 5 May 1941

Archibald James McTavish Sergeant Aged 39 Herbert Swetnam Police Constable Aged
27 Birkenhead Borough Police Died 6th May 1941. Killed by enemy action while on patrol
during an air raid

William John Albert Beer Special Constable Died 7th May 1941. Aged 55 Plymouth City
Police Killed off duty in enemy air raids.

Albert Ernest Barnes Police Fireman Died 8th May 1941. Aged 30 Bristol Police Fire
Brigade Died in an enemy air raid off duty

George Edward Barker Police Constable Aged 65 London & North Eastern Railway Police
John Francis Woods Police Constable Aged 52 Died 8th May 1941. Killed by enemy action
while on patrol during an enemy air raid.

Herbert Edward Best Police Fireman Died 8th May 1941. Aged 46 Hull City Police Killed
by enemy action during an air raid at the Central Fire Station.

Francis Winder Parrington Sergeant aged 42 Liverpool City Police William Edward
Wright Morton Police Constable Aged 44, George Albert Shellshear Police Constable
Aged 26 Died 8th May 1941. Killed by enemy action whilst on duty in a shelter during an air
raid

Frederick Walter Doran Police Constable Aged 44 Liverpool City Police Fatally injured by
a bomb explosion on patrol during an enemy air raid 8 May 1941

Frank William V. Smith Sergeant Died 8th May 1941. Aged 44 Bootle Borough Police
Killed in an enemy air raid duty status unknown.

35



William Alfred Moore Police War Reserve Constable Died 8th May 1941. Aged 43 Bootle
Borough Police Killed in an enemy air raid duty status unknown.

Roy Needley Police Constable Died 9th May 1941. Aged 27 Hull City Police Killed by
enemy action whilst on duty during an air raid

Charles John Austin Jones Special Constable Died 9th May 1941. Aged 33 Folkestone
Borough Police Killed by an exploding parachute mine during an enemy air raid while at
home

Thomas John Gillett Special Constable Died 9th May 1941. Aged 34 Bootle Borough
Police Killed by enemy action whilst on duty during an enemy air raid.

Edmund Arthur Bartlett Sergeant Died 11th May 1941. Aged 47 City of London Police.
Fatally wounded while using his body to shield a member of the public from an explosion in
Aldersgate Street during the heaviest bombing of the London Blitz.

William Robert Goodey Police Constable Died 11th May 1941. Aged 28 City of London
Police Killed off duty in enemy air raids.

William Henry Merrick Special Constable Died 17th May 1941aged 36, William John
Rowlands Police Constable Aged 25 Warwickshire Constabulary. Killed by an explosion
extinguishing incendiary bombs during an air raid.

Leonard Arthur Mead Police War Reserve Constable Died 17th May 1941. Aged 33
Birmingham City Police Killed by enemy action while on duty during an air raid.

William Gordon Ward Police Constable Died 29th May 1941. Aged 20 Lincolnshire
Constabulary. Fatally injured by the detonation of an unexploded bomb, which he attempted
to remove from the street after an air raid at Grimshy.

James Smith Assistant Chief Constable Died 29th June 1941. Aged 54 Hull City Police.
Killed by enemy action reporting to Police HQ during an air raid.

John Cussock O'Brien Special Constable Died 7th July 1941. Aged 58 Great Yarmouth
Borough Police. Killed in enemy air raids off duty or duty status unknown.

William James Brooks Police Constable Aged 33, Leonard Charles Vickery Police War
Reserve Constable Aged 44 Died 9th July 1941 Plymouth City Police. Killed by enemy
action in an air raid.

John Wilkinson Special Constable Died 10th July 1941. Aged 56 Wallasey Borough Police
Killed in enemy air raids off duty or duty status unknown.

George Brignall Marshall Special Constable Died 11th July 1941. Aged 54 East Riding of
Yorkshire Constabulary Killed by enemy action whilst on duty during an air raid

Ronald Bertram Robinson Telephone Operator Aged 19 John Leslie Robinson Police
Constable Aged 24 Hull City Police Died 18th July 1941 by enemy action fire-watching
while off duty during an air raid

George Cledwyn Arthur Police Constable Died 28th August 1941. Aged 29 Anglesey
Constabulary/ Drowned, along with ten other would-be rescuers, while making several
attempts to rescue the three crew of an RAF bomber aircraft, which had crashed during a gale
into the sea off Rhosneigr; he was in the second of four boats to put out, all of which capsized
in the stormy seas. Posthumously awarded the King's Commendation for Brave Conduct.
Walter Bishop Special Constable Died 31st August 1941. Aged 52 East Suffolk
Constabulary Killed in enemy air raids off duty or duty status unknown.
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William Thomas Bourn Horn Special Sergeant Died 7th September 1941. Aged 61 Dover
Borough Police Killed in enemy air raids off duty.

Roger Liddle Police Constable Died 30th September 1941. Aged 23 Northumberland County
Constabulary. Killed off duty in an enemy air raid.

Christopher Watson Special Constable Died 2nd October 1941. Aged 58 South Shields
Borough Police. Killed in enemy air raids, duty status unknow

Frederick Kenvyn Hicks Special Constable Died 11th October 1941. Aged 47 East Suffolk
Constabulary. Killed in enemy air raids off duty or duty status unknown

John William Hannah Police War Reserve Constable Died 12th October 1941. Aged 67
Tynemouth Borough Police. Killed by enemy action on duty at the dock gates during an air
raid.

Joseph Roebuck Special Constable Aged 43 William John Smallwood Special Constable
Aged 50 Died 21st October 1941. North Riding of Yorkshire Constabulary Killed by enemy
action during an air raid at Redcar.

William Harold Story Police Constable Died 16th November 1941. Aged 35 Surrey
Constabulary. Fatally injured in a road accident on bicycle patrol during the blackout.
Frederick George Appleby Police Fireman Died 2nd December 1941. Aged 35 Bristol
Police Fire Brigade. Fatally injured by enemy action assisting in an air raid in Hampshire

1942
Bernard Caulton Sergeant Died 16th January 1942. Aged 47 Nottinghamshire County
Constabulary. Killed when his police car struck a stationary lorry in the black-out
Cecil Parmenter Special Constable Died 18th February 1942. Aged 30 Great Yarmouth
Borough Police Killed in enemy air raids off duty or duty status unknown.
William Ernest Austen Special Sergeant, aged 57 Dover Borough Police, Percy William
Sneller Police War Reserve Constable Aged 60 Died 23rd March 1942. Killed by enemy
action during an air raid at Dover.
Emlyn James Police Constable Died 1st April 1942. Aged 37 Kidderminster Police
Accidentally killed by a lorry whilst checking cars after a prisoner of war escaped.
Derrik Chapman Atkinson Police Messenger Died 13th April 1942. Aged 16 Grimshy
Borough Police Killed in enemy air raids off duty or duty status unknown.
Samuel Fisher C. Chetham Special Constable Aged 63, Frederick George Pearse Special
Constable Aged 49 Died 25th April 1942. Devon Constabulary Killed by a bomb blast while
on patrol during an enemy air raid.
Kenneth Edwin Snook Police Constable Died 26th April 1942. Aged 25 Somerset
Constabulary Killed by enemy action while on duty during an air raid.
Arthur Maurice Perkins Special Constable Aged 33, Albert William Hayward Special
Sergeant Aged 42, William Charles Lionel Barrow Special Constable Aged 32, Charles
William Parsons Special Constable Aged 34, Charles William Packwood Special Inspector
Aged 53, Thomas Rees Lott Special Constable Aged 48, Clifford Daniel James Special
Constable Aged 46, Frank Howard Adkins Special Constable Aged 36. Bath City Police
died 26th April 1942. Killed by enemy action while on duty during an air raid
Sam Bussey Sergeant (Retired) Died 28th April 1942. Aged 39 Norwich City Police Killed
by a bomb explosion while fighting fires during an enemy air raid.
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Robert William Smith Police Constable Died 29th April 1942. Aged 64 London & North
Eastern Railway Police. Killed by enemy action in an air raid at the LNER Police Office at
York

Arthur Wilby Police War Reserve Constable Died 27th June 1942. Aged 35 Norwich City
Police. Fatally injured fighting a fire at a church during an enemy air raid

Albert Lett Police War Reserve Constable Died 28th June 1942. Aged 33 Birkenhead
Borough Police Killed in an enemy air raid, duty status unknown.

Albert Wilkinson Police Sergeant Died 1st July 1942. Aged 49 York City Police. Died
suddenly, his death being accelerated by the arduous work he performed in rescuing trapped
people from bombed houses during the air raid on the city.

Ralph Corfield Special Constable Died 28th July 1942. Aged 41 Birmingham City Police.
Killed during an enemy air raid whilst helping to deal with the aftermath of an earlier bomb
blast.

Alfred Smith Stafford Special Constable Died 30th July 1942. Aged 36 Birmingham City
Police. Killed in enemy air raids off duty or duty status unknown.

Albert Love Police War Reserve Constable Aged 54, Malcolm George Holmes Robertson
Police War Reserve Constable Aged 54 Died 8th August 1942. Buckinghamshire
Constabulary. Killed by enemy action while on patrol during an air raid at Slough.

Stanley Maskell Hitchcock Special Constable Died 8th August 1942. Aged 52 Leeds City
Police Killed off duty in an enemy air raid.

Edward John Toomey Police Messenger Died 11th August 1942. Aged 16 Kent County
Constabulary Killed in enemy air raids.

Ivor James Scott Salisbury Special Constable Died 28th August 1942. Aged 48 Cardiff City
Police. Killed in enemy air raids off duty.

George Gammon Smith Special Constable Died 5th September 1942. Aged 43 Norwich
City Police. Killed in enemy air raids, duty status unknown.

Fred White Police War Reserve Constable Died 1st October 1942. Aged 48 Preston Borough
Police. Died of injuries received in December 1940 during an enemy air raid

Harry Stanley Whittaker Special Constable Died 11th October 1942. Aged 60 Devon
Constabulary. Killed in enemy air raids off duty.

William Albert Bransby Special Sergeant Died 22nd October 1942. Aged 59 Kent County
Constabulary. Killed in enemy air raids

John Rogers Cartwright Special Constable Died 26th October 1942. Aged 60 Devon
Constabulary. Killed in enemy air raids off duty.

Frederick George Newman Police War Reserve Constable Died 27th October 1942. Aged
38 Berkshire Constabulary. Killed in an enemy air raid at Faringdon, duty status unknown.
Stephen George James Huggins Police Constable Died 31st October 1942. Aged 37 Kent
County Constabulary. Fatally injured by a bullet from an enemy aircraft during an air raid.
Charles Gilbert Special Constable Aged 41, Oliver Hudson Special Constable Aged 55
Northumberland County Constabulary Died 14th December 1942. Killed by a bomb blast at
their post in Whitley Bay during an enemy air raid.

Harold Stone Police War Reserve Constable Died 18th December 1942. Aged 40 Brighton
Borough Police. Killed by enemy action whilst on duty during an enemy air raid

George Henry Dalton Police War Reserve Constable Died 27th December 1942. Aged 40
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Surrey Constabulary Died in a collision with an army vehicle cycling home from duty.

1943

William Francis Rendell Special Sergeant Died 10th January 1943. Aged 51 Devon
Constabulary Killed in enemy air raids off duty.

Rex Jupp Police Constable Died 10th February 1943. Aged 24 Reading Borough Police
Killed by enemy action while on patrol during an enemy air raid.

Reginald Walter Dowling Police War Reserve Constable Died 8th April 1943. Aged 49
Kent County Constabulary Died of injuries received in June 1942 during an air raid at
Canterbury

Frank Field Special Constable Died 15th May 1943. Aged 50 East Suffolk Constabulary
Killed in enemy air raids off duty or duty status unknown.

Lancelot Cummings Slawther Special Constable Died 16th May 1943. Aged 47 Sunderland
Borough Police. Killed as a result of enemy action whilst on duty during an air rai

Joseph Sproat Armstrong Police Constable Died 24th May 1943. Aged 48

South Shields Borough Police Killed by a direct hit of a bomb on his ARP post in an enemy
air raid.

Thomas Edward Eves Police War Reserve Constable Died 24th May 1943. Aged 41
Sunderland Borough Police. Killed by enemy action whilst on duty during an air raid.
Frank William Barker Police Constable Died 25th May 1943. Aged 33 Brighton Borough
Police. Killed in an enemy air raid after moving a party of children to safety.

Kenneth Grinstead Police Constable Died 25th May 1943. Aged 31 Brighton Borough
Police. Killed by enemy action whilst on duty during an enemy air rai

Leslie Jackson Police War Reserve Constable Died 5th June 1943. Aged 33 Newcastle-
under-Lyme Borough Police. Killed during an enemy air raid at Loggerheads.

William Wright Police War Reserve Constable Died 7th June 1943. Aged 37 Nottingham
City Police. Killed in enemy air raids off duty or duty status unknown.

Francis Stanley Allin Special Constable Died 13th June 1943. Aged 47 Devon Constabulary
Killed in enemy air raids off duty.

Walter Rouse Police Constable Died 14th June 1943. Aged 37 Grimsby Borough Police
Fatally injured by a bomb assisting an injured man during an enemy air raid.

Thomas Henry Shelton Special Sergeant Aged 60 Thomas Goodwin Special Constable
Aged 36 14th June 1943 Grimsby Borough Police. Killed by bomb explosions while on duty
during an enemy air raid.

Roland Duckett Special Constable Died 15th June 1943. Aged 37 Grimsby Borough Police
Fatally injured by enemy action while on duty during the air raid the previous day

Nathan Wilkinson Special Constable Died 15th June 1943. Aged 50 Grimsby Borough
Police Fatally injured by enemy action while on duty during the air raid the previous day
John Tong Police Constable Died 24th June 1943. Aged 60 London & North Eastern
Railway Police. Killed off duty in an enemy air raid

Albert Alonzo Bridge Inspector Died 26th June 1943. Aged 52 Grimsby Borough Police.
Fatally injured by enemy action while on duty during the air raid on the 14 June 1943.
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George Ernest Russell Special Constable Died 18th October 1943. Aged 62 Kent County
Constabulary Killed in enemy air raid.

Sidney James Henry Baker Special Constable Died 16th November 1943. Aged 44
Plymouth City Police Killed off duty in enemy air raids.

1944

William Constantine Walton Special Constable Died 30th May 1944. Aged 50
Herefordshire Constabulary. Killed by enemy action during an air raid at a Royal Ordnance
Factor

Harry Thomas Pankhurst Special Constable Died 16th June 1944. Aged 43 Kent County
Constabulary Killed in enemy air raids.

Sidney Joseph Smith Special Constable Died 20th June 1944. Aged 49 City of London
Police Killed off duty in enemy air raids.

Frederick Chapman Police War Reserve Constable Died 20th June 1944. Aged 49 Kent
County Constabulary. Killed in enemy air raids off duty or duty status unknow

George Braddick Sergeant Died 5th August 1944. Aged 38 Kent County Constabulary
Killed in enemy air raid.

Frederick James Collard Special Constable Died 10th August 1944. Aged 46 Kent County
Constabulary. Killed in enemy air raids.

Albert Robert Gibling Police War Reserve Constable Died 16th August 1944. Aged 63
Kent County Constabulary Killed in enemy air raids.

Robert Wheeler Special Constable Died 1st September 1944. Aged 55 Kent County
Constabulary. Killed in enemy air raids.

Alfred Langley Special Constable Died 13th September 1944. Aged 49 City of London
Police. Killed off duty in enemy air raids.

William George Dickinson Sergeant Died 15th September 1944. Aged 49 Kent County
Constabulary Killed in enemy air raids.

1945
George Gouldby Wrighton Police War Reserve Constable Died 27th January 1945. Aged
42 Lincolnshire Constabulary Asphixiated in a police box after a gas main was fractured
during an enemy air raid at Cleethorpes.
Frederick Johnson Special Constable Died 23rd February 1945. Aged 53 Kent County
Constabulary. Killed in enemy air raids.
William Jack Police War Reserve Constable Died 6th March 1945. Aged 42 Lanarkshire
Constabulary. Killed as a result of enemy action while off duty during an air raid
Gilbert Saul Special Constable Died 8th March 1945. Aged 55 City of London Police Killed
off duty in enemy air raids.
Edward Jackson War Reserve Constable Died 28th November 1945. Aged 39 Rochdale
Borough Police. Killed as a result of enemy action over Middleton, Rochdale.
Stanley Antrobus Police War Reserve Constable Died 11th September 1946. Aged 36
Liverpool City Police. Killed as a result of enemy air raids off duty or duty status unknown.
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Joseph Stephen Hawksey Police War Reserve Constable Died 24th September 1947. Aged
37 Liverpool City Police. Killed as a result of enemy air raids off duty or duty status
unknown.
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Appendix 5

Leonard Wilfrid Thorne GM DFC
PC Metropolitan Police
Flight Lieutenant RAF

This is the story of a young PC during the Blitz on central London, the award of a George
Medal and subsequent career in the RAF.

The following came to light following a plea from the Police History Society for information
which was answered by Barrie Friend who provided most of the following information.

Yet again the actions of this young probationer PC and his subsequent war record taking part
in over 100 Lancaster operations, and career with Sabena as a pilot just shouts out the injustice
the police of the years are portrayed. Time and again these men are shown to be men of
significant character and ability but so often are portrayed as overweight dummies. This makes
the case that we need to record and register our history as no one else will with any accuracy.
If we were the 3rd Guildford Camel Corps books on the exploits of our members would fill the
shelves. | know of few books concentrating on police on the Home Front during the Second
World War.

From the Police History Society: A couple of years ago, Graham Carter, a member’s friend,
bought from eBay this photograph of an ex Met. officer by the name of PC Thorne. He was
photographed in RAF uniform whilst undergoing Pilot training in Canada. The photograph in
question was an official Air Ministry item. He qualified and fought in the Second World War.
With thanks to our Met expert, Alan Moss, we know Leonard Wilfrid Thorne joined the
Metropolitan Police on 6 March 1939 as warrant number 127597 and was posted to C Division
as PC 372C. He went off pay from the police 10 July 1941 to join the armed services and did
not resume his police service when the war ended. He was awarded the George Medal as
described in London Gazette Supplement 35143, dated 25t April 1941, in connection with
rescuing victims from bomb damage. The London Gazette record of the award can be found
at:

https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/35143/supplement/2338
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BRITISH CFFICIAL FIOTOGREAPH H. U 2886,
{ALlr Minlstry Photo = Crown Jopyright Reserved).
(Ploture lssuad March '42).

LONDOR SX=-PFOLIVEMEN TRAINING TO B2 H.n.F. PILOTS
IN THE U3 :
F. Cudets tralning in tha U.S. imvludes 66

ox~policemen Joma weres In the J2.T.D. The first
day they wsere allowed to, over 3,800 policemsn

in London alone volunteered. "o wore all foining
the Hoa.F. to get at the Jarries". declared one Undet
Loogard “. Thorne, 22, an ex~'etrcopollitan policeman,
devoratad with the dets, for saving 1life in bomb~-
destroyed bulldings in Tottemham Court ftoud,

sommand one of the Jadetl Sguadrons. Pleture shows.

adat Leonmard . Thorne, .M., ex~Matrovolitan
bollceman.,

Rear of the photograph

L W Thorne; Officer of the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

War Substantive Flying Officer Royal Air Force General Duties Branch

Air Force List July 1943 03/01/1943 UK Air Force List 1943 Flight Lt 3/7/1944

DFC London Gazette Supplement 28 January 1947, p 496 * the following officers retain their
rank’ [ie DFC awarded before this date] LW Thorne DFC GM ( 124821)

A LW Thorne DFC is mentioned in a book ‘Ton Up Lancs’ by N Franks (2005) focusing on
Lancaster bombers which had flown 100 missions in World War Two
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Belgian DFCs Foregather: THIRTY-SIX of the 47 active members of the D.F.C. Club of
Belgium attended the recent dinner held at Melsbroek Airport, Brussels. The club's members,
all of Belgian nationality and holders of the D.F.C. and other British awards, meet three times
a year, the reunions being organized in turn by the three membership groups—those who
remained in the Belgian Air Force, those who joined Sabena (Belgian Air Lines) and those
who entered other civil occupations. The Melsbroek dinner was organized by the

Sabena group, and the news of it reaches us from Captain L. W. Thorne, D.F.C., G.M., who,
as an Englishman flying for Sabena, is an honorary member.

Republic of Ireland Army
C186 - 1962 38th Battalion advance party leave for the Congo

38th Battalion advance party leave for the Congo for United Nations duty. the advance party
of the 38th battalion and the 2nd Armoured Squadron left Dublin Airport for the Congo by
specially chartered Sabena 707 Boeing jet. The 150 troops would arrive in the Congo the next
day. Picture shows Commandant Donal O'Donovan (left), Tralee, of the 38th Battalion chatting
to Captain L.W. Thorne, Captain of the Sabena jet and Commandant Kevin Nunan (left),
Ardfert, Co. Kerry who was in charge of the troops on board. Commandant Nunan later won
the Distinguished Service Medal With Honour in the Congo for bravery in rescuing Trooper
Nolan from drowning in the Mulangwoshi river.

A link to a photo of Thorne in Sabena uniform is:

J’, ! 1 : ’-‘.

i b

PC Leonard Thorne in later life as a Sabena pilot

S
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This is the paperwork submitted by the Metropolitan Police seeking an award for gallantry for
PC Thorne. It really does encapsulate the dangers of policing on the home front.
° y CASE 579 9
Constable Leonard Wilfred THORNE - 21 yocars.
Cambria House, Hunter Street, W.C.1l.
Regular Police - M.P.D. - 13 years,
Civil Occupation: Folice Conatable.

Rescue work for a poriod of 4% hours at Tottenham Court Road
involving the saving of from twelve to fifteen lives on 24, 9.40 at 21L5 hours.

Recommended by Commissioner of Police, _
No.5 (London) Region. Cormissioner Recommends: George Medal,
Documents: (1) Description of incident and Commissioner's Recommendation,

2) Three eye witness reports.

3) Report by S.D. Inspector.
L) Report by P.C, Thorne.

CASE CONSIDERED BY COMMITTEE: 1S4 . RECOMMENDATION:
TREASURY RECOMMENDATION: GAZETTED: 19 .
CASE 5798,

Warden John Allan STEPHENSON - l&\y_o_ﬁ_rs.

Grand Hotel, Bournemouth,

Wardons' Service - Holborn = ¥ year.

Civil Occupation: Emloyed by Tithe Redemption Commissioner.
Brief Summry of Ground of Recormendation: As for 579A.
Recommended by: Holborn Controller,

No.5 (London) Regional Commissioner Recommends: G.M,
Documents: As for 579A.

CASE CONSIDERED BY COMMITTEE: 194 , RECOMMENDATICN:
TREASURY RECOMMENDATION: GAZETTED: 19k .

Copy of Desoription of Incident.

At 9.45 p.m. 24th September 1940, during the hours of darkmess, a mine
or oxceptionally heavy bomb exploded in Tottenham Court Road, near the
Junction of Oxford Street, killing approximately 30 people and injuring 100,
Buildings on both sides of the rcad were shattered and set on fire, and &
burst water main flooded the streets in the vicinity.

Police Constable Thorne was standing in a shop doorway at the time of

the explosion, end WW%. Although badly
shaken he telephoned the local Police Station by Polioc Post to

report the incident and commenced searching wrecked dpuildings for casualtiss.

Hearing cries for help coming from the "Blue Posts" Fublic House, he
olimbed cver the wreckage to search for victima, Bomaoimdwml.R.P.
Warden, & Mr, John Allan Stephenson, and together, by removing soms debris
mlmm;ﬁnmbm,ﬂnymabletownmmwmm
outtonStmtolanarty They returned end shortly afterwards cmerged from

Magoﬂthwomumthom
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out, when a further nart

e %> =}

again, -~ They went to work

During the time this work was in progress, burning debris frequently
dropped close at hand; heat end smoke made conditions almost urtoarable
and water from firemen’s hoses drenched tham to the skin,

Having finally succceded in extricating the man from the Amusement
Arcade it was impossible to return to the blazing premises for any cther
victims who may have been there. : ‘

Thoxre then searched other damaged buildings in the vicinity for
further casualties, and assisted in removing injured persons from the
"Tottenhan"FPublic House in Oxford Street.

During the whole time, an air raid was in progress and bombs were
dropped in the vicinity,

Thorne finelly reported off duty at 2,15 a.m. having worked at the
scene of destruction for over four hours without resting. Normally his tour
of duty finished at 10 v,m. but he volunteered his services until everything
possible had beon done, When-he roported off duty he was treated for cuts
on the legs, hands and neck, but declined to gc ajok. Two days later, however
he was placed on the sickliat until 28%h Septamber.

The conduct of Mr. Stephenson has been brought to the notice of the
loccal A.R.P. Controller,

The Superintendent of the Division states that conditions could hardly
have been worse, as the devastation of buildings was accompanied by severe
fire and floods, Clearly F.C. Thorne and Warden Stephenson acted with great
courage and risked their lives in a long and determined work of rescuse,

The Deputy Assistant Commissioner of the Distriot points out that the
number of people who owe their lives to the courageous work of P,C. Thorne and
the young warden is stated by a witness to be from twelve to fifteen. During
the whole time the rescue work was going on both the P.C, and Warden Stephenson
literally risked their own lives continuously from fire and faliing debris,
P,C. Thorne should have gone off duty a few minutes after the explosion but
actually remained on duty until about 2,15 a.m. in spite of his slight
injuries and intense enemy action still in progress. y 385

Recommended for the award of a George Medal
(Sgd. ) PHILIP GAME.




bodies out of the window to myself and Stephenson. The fourt _persor
handed out was alive and I escorted him to the Y.N,C.A. shelter and ]
Post.

When I returned to the scene I found that the P,C. and the Warden had
brought out at least ten bodies, The warden-meantime had dissppeared and I

ascertained that he had fallen through the floor. The buildings adjoining
(3.e., the fun Tair) were vurming &R3 CoYIEpSing, and over the entrance was
& large burning beam ready to fall, Inside, theinteﬂorotthab\dlding
was a mass of burning and collapsing debris. P.C. Thorne without hesitation
entered the building where I'm sure there couldn't have been much hopes of
coming out alive. On seeing this I wondered how they made such men. |

Next time I saw him he was carrying bodies from the entrance to the
Corner House, By this time other help had arrived,

the whole of this time onemy airoraft were overhead and bombs
could be heard whistling down in the near vicinity. P.C. Thorne and
Stephenson were completely indifferent to the barrage and dropping bombs.
All the time he was in the "Blue Post" Public House, Thorne was in imminent
| danger of losing his own life, and at least twelve to fifteen persons in that
l building owe their lives to his ocutstanding gallantry end indifference to
| personal danger.

He was assisted in this work by Warden Stephenson, who also displayed
similar heroism,

It is difficult tc say in which place - the Blue Post Public House or
l 'in tho Fun Pair - thet P.C. Thorne displayed the greatest courage. All I
}oanu.yia this, that for the greater part of twenty mimutes he was entirely
alone in a poaition of grave perscnal danger, coolly and efficiently rescuing
| trapped persons,

I consider it a privilege to have witnessed the P.Ch deed of hercism
‘and to make the scquaintance of a man of his character,

(Sgd.) J.W. BARWICK.

Copy of Report by C, William Cooney = witness - dated Sth December 1540,

On the night of the 24th Seotember 1940 at approximately 6.50 p.m. a
lard mine hit the Y.M.C.A. doing considerable damage to it as well as the

swrounding buildings and persons,

Almost immediatoly after the explosion I followed a man known as John
W. Barwick out to the Y.M.C.A. to render any assistance possible, Amongst
:th:irteaanimemm this event was one which I consider worthy of notice,
o s

A Folice Officer = I am told afterwards whose name was Thornme = worked
very herolcally, took many grave risks to help in every way possible and from
nntb.tlhmroaimelomea I should think that in common justice this
officer is at least worthy of moim special attention for gallantry.

I shall be very happy to furnish any further information that may be
required to assist what I consider is fair on hearing of your requirements.

I have no recollection otm-mlmsm,mmn
ofth:lsho ?nga.ﬂ;m.‘bomMuthbyu 2s
xtz inclined to believe he sotually was there from

(Sgd.) C. WILLIAM COONEY,
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On the 2uth Septenber 19:.0. at 9.&5 Pl 8 m e drcpped
enezy aeroplane exploded in Totterham Court Read, V.1, WW
Creat Russell Street.

The effect of the explosion
Buildings on the West side nmm
deatroyodnndonthekstsﬁe,dthmghtbednusemmtqtdton
the buildings were left with only the fraxeworks standing, mtm:keouii
‘at once in the debris on both sides of the rcad, In the rosdway itaelf the
explosion made a crater sbout 20 feet in diameter and 12 feet deep. A large
water main was exposed in the crater, this was fractured and Tottenham Court
Road was flocded from Harway Street down to Oxford Street to & depth of
about 2 feet. Subsequent casualty lists showed that about 30 people were
killed and about 100 injured. The picture presented was one of indescribable
desolation and destruction.

The first Police Officer on the scene was P,C,.372 "C" Thorme who was
on duty near the Police Post at St, Giles Circus. Although thrown down by
the force of the explosion, he immediately telephoned details to the Police
Station and then went to render whaot assistence he could at the scene, His
good work and oourageoun omt attracted the attention of Mr, John Bu'dd:,
an American ¢ Seorets 0 . iomlCond.ttoood’
k_forwarded thom-ig:mlottho shor = 2
lat October attwhod to New Scotland Yard, but it was not until M:h Deoenber,
on his return to London after touring the oountry, that the attached detailed
statement could be obtained from him,

Mr, Barwick also forwarded a letter to Holborn Wardens Post 1, (copy
attached) in which he praised the conduct of Warden John Allan suphm,
aged 18, of 42a, High Street, Hanpstead, N.¥.3.

A copy of the letter was romrdodtouoncobyﬂwl’ostwuvdnnuﬂ as
the enquiry into the action of the P.C. was pursued it became increasingly
obvious that the P.C. been ably and couragecusly assisted by Mr. Stephenson,

Every effort Was trace other private ¥ mrwrmm’ﬁ'&
Cooney, a friend of Mr. Barwick who corrcborates dr. Barwick's statement 1n a

gensral way, these efforts met with no success. (J. copy of Mr. Coongy's
statement is attached).

In view of the last of private testimony, statements were obtained
from P,C. Thorne and from Warden Stephemoninvhiohboﬂxtoll their
stories modestly and straightforwardedly, in fact the statement of each
individual is eloquent testimony to the bravery of the other,

The facts as to the activities of Warden Stephenson, as elicited from
the statements obtained sppear to be as follows:=-

After telephoning his report to the Station P.C. Thorne went to the
Fun Fair north of Hanway Flace, but was prevented from entering because
building was on fire and still collapsing. COries for help from the "Blue
Posts" Public House attracted him and he managed to climb over the wreckage
to one of the bars. He turmed to lock for help and Mr. Stephenson came
forward at once and went into the building with Thornme. They saw a man
partly buried by the debris and trapped under the fallen timbers. Stephenson
roised one of the beams while Thorne dragged the man free and together they
carried him out to a Stretcher Party in Hamway Street. They then entered
again and fourd 2 more men almost completely buried, After a short tize
they dug them out and carried them to Harway Street,

Thorne and Stephenson then decided to go to the rear of the Public
Bouu-ndthemhirs tmt&qwtnmwmwmwm
They
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Copy of Revert by P.C.372 'C' L.W. Thorne dated JOth Hovi November 1540.

On the 2hth September 1940 I was posted late turn to Police Post No.66,
Mchto:ﬂmCourtRoodand@d‘ordStr«t. At sbout 9.50 p.m. 2
mcwhaimommutmthMth*ﬁmm

Inssheltorimin,uxlﬂu-owneintoﬂnoeutnorﬂnmﬁ.f_w
the glass and dsbris hsd stopped falling, I ran aoross to the Police Fost and
mportedtheimmentwithmmpmamport. I then went to
a:q:losionhudooouxud,t?nmadwwmﬂoodadtoahpfhofﬂoortm‘
foet,mmeshﬁbr&mmmmmmmt"mlummm-cm
o!‘lhumy':‘.tmt,ntthe'F\mlnul'mmtmmmmoplwudmtho
other side of the road unlerneath the Y.M.C.A. Headquarters building. I
entered the Amssement Arcade to see if anvbody had been trapped but was forced
tomhwtagainuthoﬁremtooﬁmosﬂﬂwbuﬂdixﬂﬂzhmlm
waa rapidly collapsing.

and

xmmm-ruMpmnmtuMmmn'mmw
clanbered in over the wreckage of the front bar. This

from the rear and the side adjnining the Amusement hrcade, I called
tanardmﬁmIanmdmuptothodmgeaxﬁWnsWto_
ahiftmthodobﬁsMnmthepooplomtnppe& I do not know who the
W was, '

weMammppoawmmmmnoﬂwvmmtu
tmmmmmmmmm-,zmdmm. '_coarriedhhaxt
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.

of .e building and back through the rear of the Public Ztouse, we sow the

fire had increased and was burning fiercely, the Amisement Arcade had
practiocally collapsed. Carrying the man out of the building wms very diffiocult
as the debris we clirbed over Qegan to fall through where the floor had
collapsed under the weight, The Stretcher Party were weiting by the Public
House and immediately took the man, who was unconscious, away with them,

I had lost sight of the Warden while I was in the Amusement Arcade and did

not see him again that night,

It was impossible to return again to the fire and as there were now
plenty of people about from the services sent, I went to Messrs, Lyons Corner
House from the rear in Hamway FPlace, and assisted P,.Cs, and Wardens in removing
stretcher cases to ambulances which were waiting in Tottenham Court Road, I
was engaged with these casualties for guite a time, I don't exactly know how
long, and a few casualties from flying glass in the "Tottenham" Public House
in Oxford Street, W.l. The incident by this time was well in hand by the
different services, and as I was wet through I made my way back to the British
Museum Crowp Centre. I renorted off duty to the Officer-in-Charge and
attended the First Aid Post there for the injurdies I have received on the
right leg, both hands, face and neck, The tims then was about 2.30 a,m.
Wednesday, 25th September, 1940.

(Sgd. ) Leonard Thorne P.C,372'C’.

The Acid House Party Riot at Sidlow Bridge

John Hoyle




If I am to be remembered for my service in the Surrey Constabulary, it is probably because of
my handling, or otherwise, of “The Riot at Sidlow Bridge”, Reigate in September 1989.

At that time, | was stationed at Dorking Sub-Division as a temporary superintendent, and
during the weekend in question, | was the duty officer for Eastern Division.

In the previous few weeks there had been a number of so called, “Acid House Parties”
throughout the Country. Some of which had been prevented, because we had become aware of
them, before they had got started, but others went ahead causing absolute mayhem. Many
complaints had been received from members of the public due to excess noise levels and
increased traffic. At one event at Blindley Heath, Surrey, there had been a fatality, due to drugs.

These parties were completely illegal. They were unlicensed, often held in derelict buildings
or warehouses, and in the case of the party at Reigate, in a field. In most cases there were no
arrangements for toilets, and certainly no first aid arrangements. Although some people will
say, that they were held for young people to have fun, the main purpose would appear to have
been for the sale and use of drugs.

The location of the parties was kept secret until the very last minute. The party goers would be
told by “pirate radio” (in these days “Social Media”), to go to a certain location, pay their £15
per head, and await further instructions. In the case of the party at Reigate, one of the holding
areas was The South Mimms Service Station on the M.25, in excess of 60 miles away.

During the week previous, to the event at Reigate, | and other senior divisional officers attended
a conference at Reigate police station to discuss how we would deal with a possible “Acid
House Party”. It was decided that; 1) If we found a party being set up, we would serve a notice
under The Public Order Act, prohibiting the party. 2) Over the weekend we would have on
standby, a half PSU (I Inspector, a Sergeant. and 10 Constables). 3) A Helicopter would search
all likely locations on the Division. No thought, at this meeting, was given to a command
structure, or who would be called out in the event the problems developing. It was assumed
that we would manage with the staff that we had at our disposal.

That Saturday evening, | was at home at Merstham, when 1 received a telephone call to the
effect, that they thought that an “Acid House Party”” was being set up in a field at Sidlow Bridge.
Apparently, there were a number of people near a gateway to a field. | was already in uniform,
having been out earlier in the day. However, | did not wear my uniform tunic, but instead. wore
an issue “NATO Jumper” over my shirt. (These jumpers did not have badges on, and, were
intended to be worn under a waterproof PSU suit.) | drove to the scene in my own car.

Upon my arrival | was met by the inspector with his half PSU. In the gateway to a large field
were four men. A Mr Lambert who, immediately agreed that they were going to have a party,
and that he was the organiser. The other three persons present, were all BBC employees, a
reporter, cameraman and soundman. | informed Mr Lambert that | intended to prevent any
party going ahead and, served him with a notice under The Public Order Act. He seemed to
understand and, asked that he remain there so that his catering van, and other staff could be
informed. | agreed to this but made it clear that we would also stay to prevent any party going
ahead. At this stage, the reporter asked for an explanation as to what was going to happen.
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By this time, it was almost dusk, and visibility was limited. It was impossible to see clearly
into the field. It was a large field, (40 acres), bounded on the roadside by a high hedge. I heard
later, that at the far end of the field there was a wood, and a stage had already been set up on
the edge of the wood. (That is why the helicopter crew did not spot it.)

The roadway at the scene, A217, is single carriageway, with a footpath on the west side only,
and the road is unlit. The only lighting was from passing and parked vehicles. The vehicles
which had been parked, had of course restricted the road to one lane.

Over the next 20 minutes or so, the numbers present increased. Two patrol cars arrived, making
the total police presence at this stage, 17. (Some reports suggest that the total police presence
at this time was 25, perhaps more had arrived, as news spread.) It was also noticed that a
number of young people were arriving, together the “burger van” and, two minibuses
containing approximately 15 large men. These men, also had with them a number of dogs,
which were on leads. The men were all dressed in black, and I noticed that their jackets shone.
(I discovered later that they were wearing the jackets inside out, for on the back, were the words
“Security Officer.” Some reports suggest that they were armed with clubs. I did not see any
clubs, but they were all carrying heavy torches. By this time, the crowd was in excess of 60,
all trying to get into the field. The “Burger Van” added to the obstruction, and traffic was
travelling very slowly. A white BMW motor car was being driven very slowly passed the
entrance when a youth banged the bonnet with his fist. This was the “flash point” and total
mayhem broke out.

The youth, and another youth were arrested and placed in the PSU van. This prompted the
crowd to attempt to overturn the van, which they almost succeeded. At this point somebody,
discharged a tear gas container, and a number of officers, including myself, were affected by
the tear gas, A fight was also taking place between the “Security Guards and the Police.

To my horror, I saw one of the “Security Guards” scratching something on the door of my car.
| chased after him, but he broke through the hedge and into the field. By this time, it was pitch
black. Upon returning to my car, | found that the rear screen, windscreen and two side windows
had been smashed, and the word C—T had been scratched on the driver’s door. Also, a police
vehicle had had the roof smashed in with a heavy log. Another police vehicle had also been
damaged.

A raging battle was going on, officers were being injured, and property damaged. | had to make
a tactical decision. | decided that the two prisoners should be released, and the party should go
ahead. This decision of course was met with loud cheering and derision. It seemed that once
the gates were opened a continual stream of young people poured through the gates, Where,
they had all come from, | had no idea. It has been estimated that 10,000 young persons attended
the party.

After | had allowed the party to go ahead a traffic crew attended and set up a portable lighting
system near the entrance, vehicles were removed, and traffic system put in place. I, and my
officers, left the scene and walked up the road for about a half a mile where the reserve of
officers were waiting.

After my request for assistance, a total of 125 officers were called to the event from the
neighbouring forces of Sussex, Kent and The Metropolitan Police. Bearing in mind, that these
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officers, were most probably called off leave, the night shift of their stations reduced, and the
late shift being called on to work overtime.

Some might say that | should have made use of this reserve. First of all, they were not all
available when required, and secondly, even with more help, and the crowd increasing all the
time, 1 do not think that we could have held the line.

When I arrived at the “reserve point” I was met by an Assistant Chief Constable, whom I had
known since [ was a Cadet. He said to me “John, you did your best, get yourself off to hospital.
“7 of us then attended East Surrey Hospital for our eyes to be washed out because of the tear
gas. (I understand that other officers were injured but, I do not think that they attended hospital
for treatment). We then later went to Reigate Police Station to write our statements before going
off duty.

| understand, that during the night and the following day, plans were made to arrest the
“Security Officers” and Organisers and to obtain the necessary evidence for a trial. The party
did not finish until about 3.45pm on the following day, but the offenders were arrested in the
early morning. At a subsequent trial, the man who had damaged my car, (E700 worth of
damage) was sentenced to 6 months imprisonment.

It is reported that when the field was searched, a large number of offensive weapons were
found, also a number of drug containers. From among those arrested, £2000 worth of drugs
were seized. There were numerous complaints regarding noise, some living as far as 15 miles
away.

The newspaper reports suggest that a total of 51 were arrested following this incident and that
16 officers were injured.

A lot of the evidence for the prosecution, was found on the video taken by the BBC. The BBC
at first refused to surrender it, and a court order had to be obtained. The video showed that the
BBC were aware of the proposed party a long time before the event.
The video showed an interview in the organiser’s office before the event, explaining what they
were going to do.

Last year, | attended the memorial service for a colleague at Reigate, and there spoke to a lady
Police Officer, who introduced herself as a Superintendent, currently employed in training. She
explained that the BBC Video of the event is used in teaching, with regard to public order
offences. | did not ask her, and she did not volunteer, as to how | am portrayed in the teaching.

The incident naturally “hit the headlines”, both the local Member of Parliament and The Home
Secretary got involved, The Home Secretary, Douglas Hurd demanded a report from The Chief
Constable. (It is understood that the Chief Constable was abroad at this time)

Some of the headlines were quite graphic:

TODAY; “CS GAS HEAVIES BEAT OFF ACID PARTY COPS DAILY STAR; COPS

BACK OFF IN ACID HOUSE RIOT DAILY MIRROR; DEVIL DOGS FIGHT ACID
RAID COPS THE TIMES; GAS USED TO ROUT POLICE AT ACID PARTY

54



POLICE FEARED FOR THEIR LIVES IN ACID RIOT

THE SUN; ACID BOUNCERS HURT 16 COPS IN CS GAS RIOT

THE TELEGRAPH: POLICE SPRAYED WITH TEAR GAS IN ACID PARTY RAID THE
MAIL: ACID GUARDS ROUT POLICE

Scandal of drug party became a no-go area INDEPENDENT; POLICE ATTACKED AT ACID
HOUSE PARTY.

The local press was supportive, but carried complaints from residents of noise, congestion and
litter left behind.

Nobody has ever discussed with me the events of that night and there was no debriefing
afterwards. Nobody, in person, has either criticized me for my actions, or offered support for
my actions. Having said that, a few days later the Deputy Chief Constable, when in an interview
with the national press, did support my actions entirely. He never expressed his views to me. It
would have helped no end if he had.

The following is held on the files of Surrey Constabulary History and will set the scene. Those
critical of John Hoyle if they exist for his actions that night need to come up with an alternative
strategy. As a boss arriving at a serious incident you have to live with the decisions already
made. Those decisions in this case were made by the sheer scale of the event and the curse of
county policing a lack of immediately available resources to counter any significant threat. At
this time the Ops departments from Kent Surrey and Sussex, Hants refused to become involved,
agreed what was often referred to as the “big wing” of each force having PSUs on duty and
ready to go anywhere in the region where a pay party with problems developed. Another curse
of rural policing, distance. When this is all understood the options were very limited especially
when the so-called security team attended and were violent, using CS gas and encouraging
non-compliance. The only realistic tactic was to contain and work towards retrospective arrests
which happened on the Sunday and in the coming days. It does seem that the BBC was aware
of this event and were filming, of course, without notifying police of the expected drugs fest

From Surrey Constabulary History Archive:

1989: Sidlow: Police attempted to stop a pay party which deteriorated into violence between
the police and party organisers receiving large scale media attention.24

1989 September 30: Gas used to rout police at acid party: Self-styled security guards armed
with canisters of CS gas and holding Rottweiler’s and bullterriers on leashes beat back police
trying to stop an “acid house” party near Reigate at the weekend. Sixteen police officers were
injured and seven were taken to hospital. One officer had 17 stitches in an arm wound. A total
of 51 people were arrested — 33 for drug offences. A police vehicle was besieged, and attempts
were made to overturn it before officers decided to release two men they were holding. Two
police cars were seriously damaged, and a CS gas canister let off. Superintendent John Hoyle
the officer in charge ordered his 25 officers to withdraw as “mayhem broke out. He also

24 Annual Report 1989

55



released two prisoners because he feared that a policeman, he saw being dragged into a field
was to be taken hostage. Police reinforcements were called, and arrests were made as
partygoers left for home at dawn yesterday morning. At least six of those arrested were
“security” guards. Last night police were questioning several men who had helped organise the
party held in a field beside the A217 and reportedly attended by 10,000 people. Drugs seized
included LSD, “ecstasy” and cannabis. Police began an urgent investigation into the incident
yesterday as Mr Douglas Hurd the Home Secretary called for a report from Surrey’s Chief
Constable. One of the disc jockeys at the party apparently broadcast a message saying: “The
security people have had to have a fight with the police to make sure this party went ahead; we
told you we were going to do it and we kept our word.” Inspector Edward Sherwood of Surrey
police said: “We backed off after a fight broke out and allowed the party to continue. We were
completely overwhelmed.” The party was one of several held in southern England at the
weekend. In all more than 100 people were arrested.2s

1989 September 30: Police feared for their lives in acid riot: Police who fought “security”
guards as they attempted to stop an “acid house” party described last night how they feared for
their lives. Superintendent John Hoyle said nearly 100 “security” guards and party organisers
armed with clubs and canisters of CS gas smashed vehicles and menaced police with Rottweiler
and Doberman dogs. Police retreated and whilst they waited for more officers to arrive the 40-
acre field near Reigate became a no-go area. The officers were forced to wait until daylight
before arrests could be made. More than 50 complaints had been received from families living
nearby. Mr Hoyle said, “During the night the field was in total darkness and it would have been
dangerous for us to have done anything like move in. When we withdrew, calm came, and it
was clear that any attempt to stop the party would be met with sever aggravation.” It was not
until people began to leave the party that the 150 police attempted to make arrests. Drugs worth
£2000 including LSD, “ecstasy” and cannabis were seized.

Surrey police said that in the past they have successfully prevented “acid house” parties from
taking place but they had no earlier warning that the weekend’s party was going ahead. Officers
arrived on Saturday night to find a group setting up the party. Mr Hoyle said, “One of the group
struck a passing car with his fist and he was arrested. This was the signal for mayhem. I had
approximately 25 officers at my disposal and there were at least 60 party organisers. Fighting
took place and while trying to arrest the offenders someone discharged a gas canister, which
released choking fumes. Six of my colleagues and I, had to be taken to hospital for treatment
later in the night. The seven were treated for the effects of gas, a broken finger and bruises. Mr
Hoyle said, “I was forced to make a tactical withdrawal for the safety of myself and my officers.
We had to allow the party to continue through the night. At no stage did we go into the field.
Partygoers said the event was organised by a group called Fantasy and that tickets were sold
for £15 each. Police said that they believe the organisers were London based. Last night they
were interviewing a number of men who they understood were responsible for organising the
event. 26

25 1989 October 2: The Times
26 1989 October 2: The Times
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(Note: Robert Bartlett: | was called to Reigate Police Station as Operations Department
Superintendent during this incident and asked the Metropolitan Police for urgent aid to be told
across the whole of the Metropolitan Police District there was one double crewed traffic car
uncommitted! It was a busy night across the south east!)

1989 Pay Parties In additional to the growing demands of the foxhunts, pay parties burst on
the scene. At weekends, promoters would come into the country with enormous sound systems,
find some land, and establish a site for a party. The location would be broadcast on illegal radio
stations, and on mobile phones. People would go to rendezvous points from where they would
be directed to the party certainly in their hundreds if not thousands. Again, an intelligence unit
was established, this time in Kent, and there was some success in gaining advance information
that allowed the party to be disrupted before all the punters arrived. The parties caused a
considerable annoyance to locals because of the volume of noise from the huge sound systems
that could go on for twenty-four hours or even longer.

There was the illegal selling of alcohol and food, and of course drugs. Many of the parties were
no more than a cover for the dealers to move large quantities of drugs, sold to the partygoers.
Some youngsters died taking the so-called recreational drug Ecstasy making this a serious
business. At weekends police would use the helicopter to check likely sites across the county
for the setting up of parties. They could be spotted easily from the air because there were
unusually a number of vans and Lorries in fields. All sorts of tactics were developed to stop
the parties, including the most successful but potentially hazardous, seizing the sound
equipment. You only had until the party started to take any counter action. Once it was
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established there were too many people on site for the police to intervene without causing a
major riot.

The operations became known as the explorer series, as they were called Scott, Amundsen etc.
Operation Shackleton was to disrupt a major party that intelligence said was to be held at
Newdigate. A significant number of officers were deployed with the command and
logistics/feeding point established in Capel village hall. Many of the officers were employed
at checkpoints where all vehicles were stopped, and the occupants spoken to and any partygoers
turned away. It has to be considered that there could be many thousands of people turning up,
each paying to get on the site. Given the added costs of the booze and drugs etc., the profits for
the organiser were considerable. There was therefore on the side of the organisers, considerable
guile used to defeat the police. Some police won, many we lost. One pay party set up late on a
Saturday evening in Reigate deteriorated into a riot when police intervened too late. The
bouncers guarding the gate, one of which was a boxing champion, attacked the police when
they responded to complaints from the public. The “partygoers” or the bouncers tried to turn
over one of the police support unit buses and damaged the chief inspector’s car when he arrived.
The situation was bad, and more staff would be needed for at least the next twelve to sixteen
hours, and there inevitably would be arrests. Assistant Chief Constable Chris Atkins attended
Reigate Police Station along with senior Operations officers. It was a long night. Things calmed
down mainly as the police withdrew and the party went on all night and on well into the Sunday
morning making a great deal of noise. A number of fresh officers under the command of Chief
Inspector Graham Hardy were brought on for the morning and they checked all those leaving
the site, making a number of arrests associated with the attacks on the police during the night.
Some were charged and convicted for the incident and sent to prison.

James Bulman: | was living in Sidlow Police house and spotted the unusual activity on my
way into Reigate Police station for the night shift in the Dedicated Station Unit. | raised my
concerns and shortly afterwards it all kicked off.

Dick Crockford: Paddy Crossan called me out. He later wanted me as an Exhibits Officer, and
| rolled my eyes at the thought at a briefing. Yes, he noticed. | was on an 'Action Team' in the
end for a while and remember Detective Sergeant Bob Scott being on the job for ages. |
remember taking statements from two brand new probationers who attended the scene, Chen
Woodward and the other PC 'Raj' Rajkumar. They tried to drag him through a hedge.
Graham Hardy: I recall | was woken about four in the morning to get over to the FCP for six
am to relieve Chris Kay who had been there overnight. | was a chief inspector then. It finally
closed down at 3pm I seem to remember. | know that | went on the site with one of the
sergeants or inspectors on our own very early on to recce the situation (one of the PSU tactical
advisers I'm sure but sadly can't recall his name at the moment) more than two of us would
have provoked a pitch battle but somehow those running things did not seem to mind just the
two of us. | remember that the speaker unit were huge and that there was a guy immediately
in front of them when we first went on the site and he was still there near the end. When |
passed in front of them it made my stomach vibrate, especially with the bass notes, to the point
that it was most uncomfortable, what it did to the guy that spent all day there heaven knows!?
| also remember that there were areas strewn with empty 'deal bags' and so it was quite obvious
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that such events we no 'innocent' party but rather organised money-spinners for the drug
dealers.

:

|

Partygoers at the “acid howse™ event near Re where police were attacked; officers, below, in riot gear at the scene,

1989 October 3: Police face up to public order dilemma: Surrey police’s experience of
battling against private security guards hire to prevent them from gaining access to an “acid
house” part in Reigate will be high on the agenda at a national conference of Chief Constables
beginning tomorrow. Surrey’s problems are the latest in a series of difficulties and dangers
police have faced dealing with acid house parties across southern England and the Midlands
this summer. 27

1989 October 4: BBC refuses police “acid house” film: The BBC last night refused to hand
over without a court order film shot during violence at an “acid house” party near Reigate.
Surrey police, 16 of whose officers were injured on Saturday night, hoped un-transmitted
footage would be given to them voluntarily. Organisers of the parties use BT’s Callstream
numbers, which start with 0898 and Racal Vodafone’s 0836 numbers, which are reproduced
on tickets to give last minute information on venues for the parties which can attract 10,000 or
more young people. “They give out the information as late as 8 or 9 pm on the evening of the
party and this is simply too late for us to intervene” said a senior Surrey police officer. “We
have had discussions with the relevant authorities, but this appears to be a very grey legal area.
We would like to see Telecom and Racal put their house in order.2s

1989 October 4: Organiser in court: David Lambert aged 35 a video producer and party
organiser from south London was yesterday charged with riot. He will appear before Reigate
Magistrates Court. Four other men yesterday appeared before the court charged with riot. They
were Ngoi Boon Sze aged 31 a former Singapore undercover narcotics officer of Holland Park

27 1989 October 3: The Times
28 1989 October 4: The Times
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west London, Paul Scarborough aged 26 unemployed of Stockwell south London; Gary
Higgins aged 31 a driver of Croydon south London; and John Irving aged 25 a shop manager
of Stockwell south London. Scarborough Sze and Higgins were remanded in custody until

Funerals of Police Officers

October 1928

Bagshot Policeman Killed
Dragged 50 yards By Runaway Horse
Yesterday’s Funeral at Elstead

In an attempt to stop a runaway horse at Bagshot on Monday afternoon. PC William Thomas
Herrett who lived at 6 Church Road, Bagshot, was knocked down and carried fifty yards along
the road beneath the dust cart to witch the animal was attached. He was so severely injured
that he died in Windsor Hospital the same evening. The circumstances of the fatality were
investigated at an inquest at Windsor on Wednesday, when the jury returned a verdict of civil
negligence against Windlesham Urban District Council, the owners of the horse and cart. PC
Herrett was in the High Street at the time of the accident, and having finished his period of
duty, was about to go home to tea. When taken from beneath the cart he was found to be
suffering from terrible head and internal injuries. After attention by Dr A. T. Crutwell the
Bagshot ambulance took him to Windsor Hospital where he passed away at about six o’clock.
Mrs Herrett arrived at the hospital just after husband died.

The Funeral

Captain M. L. Sant, Chief Constable, and over 120 officers and men of the Surrey Constabulary
attended the funeral at Elstead yesterday (Friday) afternoon. All the divisions in the county
were represented and among the officers were Superintendents W.R. Lucas, (Farnham), A.
Dawes (Chertsey), Inspectors Gray (Egham), Evans (Woking) Dibley (Hersham) Pickard
(Farnham) and Rendell (Caterham). There were also present large a number of special
constables from Bagshot and other districts, a contingent of men from the Hants Constabulary,
and members of the Bagshot Division of the St John Ambulance Brigade. The bearers from
the Bagshot section of the Chertsey Division were Sergeant Holloway, PCs Bright, Newman,
O’Donnell, Tarrott, and Wood. Mrs Holloway, wife of Sergeant Holloway represented the
wives of officers and men of the Bagshot Division. Windlesham Urban Council were
represented by Mr. H. W. Penford, a member and Mr Cyril Gray, surveyor. Two Guardsmen
represented the Grenadier Guards. --------- . The police and representatives of other bodies
lined the pathway to the church and the VVenerable J. G. S. Syme (rector) conducted the service.
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Funeral Chief Constable Nichols Guildford Borough Police
1932

1932
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Date unknown and location believed but not certain to have been Chertsey; not known
whose funeral but possibly retired DCC Kenwood in 1932

1935 February 23: Superintendent Ernest Boshier died. His son was to work closely with
Tom Roberts and was later to become a detective superintendent as has his serving grandson
Detective Superintendent John Boshier

: e T
Officers of the Surrey Constabulary carrying the coffin from the church at the funeral
of retired Superintendent E. Boshier KPM29

Large Surrey Constabulary Funerals

29 Tom Robert’s Papers
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Unknown

Seen on Ebay — Where was the Triumph based? Is it Surrey Constabulary?
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The Blitz Detective

Saturday 7th September 1940. The sun is shining, and in the midst of the good weather
Londoners could be mistaken for forgetting their country was at war — until the wail of the air-
raid sirens heralds an enemy attack. The Blitz has started, and normal life has abruptly ended
— but crime has not. That night a man’s body is discovered in an unmarked van in the back
streets of West Ham. When Detective Inspector John Jago is called to the scene, he recognises
the victim: local Justice of the Peace, Charles Villiers. The death looks suspicious, but when a
German bomb obliterates all evidence, Jago’s job to find the truth gets a lot more complicated.

The Canning Town Murder

September 1940. As the Blitz takes its nightly toll on London and Hitler prepares his invasion
fleet just across the Channel in occupied France, Britain is full of talk about enemy agents.
Suspicion is at an all-time high and no one is sure who can be trusted. In Canning Town, rescue
workers are unsettled when they return to a damaged street and discover a body that shouldn’t
be there. When closer examination of the corpse reveals death by strangling, Detective
Inspector John Jago is called upon to investigate. But few seem to really care about the
woman’s death, not even her family. As Jago digs deeper he starts to uncover a trail of
deception and betrayal...

Both are published by Allison and Busby on 23 July 2020 (paperback £8.99, Kindle £3.33).
Books 3 and 4 of the series will be published in these new editions in December 2020.

Supplying the British Army in the Second
World War

Janet Macdonald

Imprint: Pen & Sword Military
Pages: 223

[llustrations: 30

ISBN: 9781526725332
Published: 18th March 2020
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Janet Macdonald

Janet Macdonald has published books on numerous subjects. Her first book on naval history
was Feeding Nelson’s Navy: The True Story of Food at Sea in the Georgian Era; her second,
the British Navy’s Victualling Board, 1793-1815: Management Competence and
Incompetence. She took her MA in Maritime History at the Greenwich Maritime Institute,
London, and her PhD at King’s College London, where she was awarded a Laughton
Scholarship. Her thesis was on the administration of naval victualling. Her most recent books
are From Boiled Beef to Chicken Tikka: 500 Years of Feeding the British Army, Sir John
Moore: The Making of a Controversial Hero and Horses in the British Army 1750-1850.

Synopsis

During the Second World War, how were the multitude of items required by the soldiers in the
front line selected, ordered and delivered, and how were they produced? In this the second
volume in her detailed, scholarly study of the army’s logistical system, Janet Macdonald
describes the necessity for central advanced planning for each expeditionary force as well as
those engaged in home defence, and the complex organization of personnel who performed
these tasks, from the government and military command in London to those who distributed
the equipment on the battlefield.

Armies have always required large amounts of material, but by the Second World War the
numbers of men involved had grown exponentially, their equipment had become mechanized
and their deployment was world-wide. Elaborate planning and administration at every level
had to ensure that items of all kinds were collected, transported and handed out in every theatre
of the war. The scale of the operation was enormous, and it had to be performed to critical
timetables and was sometimes threatened by enemy action, and it was vital to the army’s
success.
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Review

You cannot go to war without trained, effective logisticians. They are as essential as the finest
infantryman or tank crew. Simple statements but mastering the breadth and complexity of
military logistics are war winners, or often, losers. The intricacy of the military tail behind the
teeth arms is considerable.

This is often referred to as the teeth or tooth-to-tail ratio (T3R), in military jargon, the number
of military personnel it takes to supply and support (“tail") each combat soldier ("tooth").
While both "tooth™” and "tail" soldiers may find themselves in combat or other life-threatening
situations, "tooth" soldiers are those whose primary function is to neutralize the enemy. The
ratio is not a specific measure but rather a general indication of an army's actual military might
in relation to the resources it devotes to supply, upkeep, and logistics.

While an army with a high tooth-to-tail ratio will have more personnel devoted to combat, these
soldiers will lack the support provided by the tail. Such support includes the supply
and communication infrastructure on which modern armies depend.

At the outbreak of war in 1939, the British army was effectively divided into the 'teeth' and
tail'. The 'teeth’ for example, consisted of the Royal Armoured Corps, the Royal Tank
Regiment, infantry regiments and the Royal Artillery. Army Commando and Airborne forces
were raised in 1940, with the Parachute Regiment and Glider Pilot Regiment being formed in
1942, and some line infantry battalions became glider-borne units.

The Royal Artillery had the largest proportion of manpower of all the services. Combat support
was provided by Royal Engineers, responsible for mine laying and clearance, building bridges,
camps, airfields and roads. The Royal Corps of Signals for communications. Both teeth and
tail.

The main constituents of the 'tail' were the Royal Army Service Corps (RASC), which
maintained supplies to troops in the field, the Royal Army Ordnance Corps (RAOC), which
provided stores ranging from ammunition clothing and furniture to weapons and vehicles, and
the Royal Army Medical Corps (RAMC). Three new corps were formed in the course of the
war - the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (REME), the Intelligence Corps and the
Army Catering Corps. In addition, there were smaller corps, including the Chaplain's
Department, the Army Dental Corps, the Corps of Military Police, the Pay Corps, the Army
Educational Corps and the Pioneer Corps.

For every infantryman and tank soldier serving in the front line, there were approximately nine
in the other arms and services. This number varied considerably given the nature and location
of the operation being mounted.

This is therefore a book about the majority of soldiers, those who never served overseas, those
that did and died as members of the support echelons which were never far behind the infantry
or were occupied re-supplying armoured vehicles. There are so many facts and figures that are
an essential read for anyone professing an interest in the Second World War. To understand
operations there is a need to grasp the complexity of support. Planning was at the heart of all
operations and not just about strategy and tactics. Logistical support in many cases would have
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driven the plan. Few will be aware of the plan to transfer the entire population of Caen in
Normandy to a refugee camp at Shoreham where they would stay for 48 hours before being
billeted on English homes. About 30,000 men and women were expected but, in the event, only
seven arrived including an elderly lady with her goat! Just work through the complexity of this
plan and the resources required to successfully complete the task.

The numbers and complexity set out in the book are enormous. The financial costs
unfathomable. Total war meant few people in the Home Front escaped the arrival of 1,446,000
Americans plus 45,300 operational replacements in the build-up to Overlord. There was a
requirement by the US for 70,000 hospital beds, huts for 2000,000 with 1,500,000 square feet
of covered accommaodation. In addition to the camps there were the airfields, the storage areas,
the raw materials for manufacture, testing, delivery, and allocation. Petrol, oil, lubrications all
requiring specialist vehicles and transportation with particular fire prevention and storage
requirements.

This is a fascinating and carefully researched work that adds considerably not just to the
knowledge of the war, but the understanding of why things happened as they did. It is a great
read and timely when once considers the commotion there has been about the NHS logistics
and the plaudits settled on the logisticians who built the Nightingale hospitals. A logistician
may be less glamorous than a guardsman but equally critical.
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