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The Police Forces of 

Surrey 
 

FARNHAM POLICE  

 

18 August 1830 voted in favour of implementing the Act and agreed a level of rate not 

to exceed one shilling and four pence to pay for the requirement of the Act then adopted. 

A number of local men were elected to serve as Inspectors for the purposes of the Act 

and on that evening, six of the inspectors resolved that William Beagley and Thomas 

Cole be appointed as Watchmen and Night patrol ñfor the proper protection of the 

inhabitants, houses and property, streets and other places within the limits of this market 

town at the weekly wages of twelve shillings each.ò 

 

GODALMING BOROUGH POLICE  

Formed in January 1836 and incorporated within the county in 1851. The Force was re-

established in1858 and again amalgamated within the county on the1 April 1889. 

 

GUILDFORD BOROUGH POLICE  

Guildford Borough Police was formed 20th January 1836. In 1851 the force was 

amalgamated with the larger Surrey Constabulary only to be re-formed three years later 

in October 1854. Guildford Borough Police was again absorbed into Surrey Joint Police 

Force on 1st February 1943 when its final strength was sixty-three officers. 

 
DORKING POLICE  

Formed 1838 and incorporated within the county in 1851 

 

SURREY CONSTABULARY  

The Surrey Constabulary was formed on 1st January 1851 when the small forces of 

Guildford, Godalming and Dorking were incorporated. Name changed on the 1 January 

1993 to Surrey Police. (Surrey Joint Police 1943-1947) 
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REIGATE BOROUGH POLICE  

Reigate Borough was formed on 25th March 1864 from part of the Surrey 

Constabulary. It was finally abolished on 1st March 1943 when it became part of the 

Surrey Joint Police Force. 

 

SURREY SPECIAL CONSTABULARY  

During 1914 - 1918 War Surrey had 2000 Specials. The Special Constables Act of 1923 

made a permanent reserve force.  1926 saw the issue of the first complete uniform - 

Surrey being the foremost in the country. 

 

SURREY JOINT POLICE FORCE  

Existed as a wartime measure from 1 February 1943- 1 April 1947 when it returned to 

the name Surrey Constabulary 

 

SURREY CONSTABULARY  

 

1 April 1947 - 31 December 1992 

 

SURREY POLICE 

1 January 1993 
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Surrey Police Memorial at Guildford Cathedral 

2001 

Introduction  

 

The Editor of Old and Bold would like to thank Gerry Middleton Stewart at HQ 

Registry who has cared for the history of the Surrey police forces over a number of 

years and without that care much of our history would have been lost. As Editor I started 

with a list from Gerry and have undertaken research with information from a number 

of sources including relatives of those who have died, friends and other researchers; the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission, a number of books and Internet sites such as 

the ñThin Blue Lineò. Gerry also provided additional information whenever it was 

asked for and available. 

 

Names in red indicate Officers who died whilst serving the country in the armed forces. 
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Information about those killed in the wars has been added to give some idea as to how 

they may have been killed. For some it should be seen as impressionistic, although it is 

likely that the information quoted is a fair representation of the battle or area where they 

were. I would welcome any additional information you can add to the names or 

circumstances as set out below. If you have the chance maybe you could check any 

sources to which you might have access for additional information on those who have 

died in service or whilst on active duty with the armed forces. I would like this to 

become the definitive record. 

 

Robert Bartlett 

Brockham 

June 2009 
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KILLED ON DUTY  

 

EARLY DAYS  
 

Inspector William Donaldson (44) 29.7.1855 

 

Bludgeoned by a mob in Haslemere 

 

 

Service: 

 

Metropolitan Police Force: c1835 

Dorking Police Force for 13 years as Superintendent of Police. C1838 ï 1851 

Surrey Constabulary: Appointment Date February 15th 1851 based at Chobham 

Leatherhead, March 10th 1851 

Horley, January 21st 1853 

Haslemere November 20th 1854 

Killed on duty in Haslemere on 29th July 1855 while serving as a Police Inspector in 

the Surrey Constabulary 

 

Address in Haslemere: Cow Street also known as East Street (Petworth Rd) 

 

On 29 July 1855 at just after midnight Inspector Donaldson and Constable James 

Freestone were in the Market Place in Haslemere supervising the turning out of the 

public houses and enforcing the end of permitted hours. There was a report of trouble 

with ñNaviesò and Inspector Donaldson pushed his way into the crowd in the Kingôs 

Arms to encourage them to leave. They would not go and trouble started which 

developed into a riot. One of the men who led the initial attack was arrested and taken 

to the lock-up in the Market Place. A marauding crowd armed with sticks and clubs 

surrounded the lock-up demanding the release of the prisoner. Mr Donaldson refused 

to release his prisoner, whereupon he was struck a serious blow to the head with a heavy 

iron bar leaving him on the ground bleeding profusely. Although fatally wounded he 

left the scene and was later found staggering about the street. He was helped back to 

his home where he died shortly before 3 am. 

 

Five men were charged with Murder, four were convicted at Kingston Assizes of 

Manslaughter.  The ringleader Thomas Woods was sentenced to 20 years 

transportation, the others Eastman, Foyle and Blackman received six years penal 

servitude. There is a memorial plaque to Inspector Donaldson on Haslemere Town Hall 

and in the entrance hall of police headquarters Mount Browne. 
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William DONALDSON  

Birth 8 11 1807 Alloa, Clackmannan, Scotland 

Occupation Artist, Police Officer 

Death 29 July 1855 

Burial 3 August 1855, St Bartholomewôs Church, Haslemere 

Father David DONALDSON (1776) 

Mother Mary ARCHIBALD (1769) 

 

His wife Janet CLEMENT  Birth 2 November 1806, Alloa, Clackmannan, Scotland 

Death 9 1873, Reigate, Surrey 

Father James CLEMENT 

Mother Christian JOHNSTON 

 

Marriage  4 July 1835, Alloa, Clackmannan, Scotland 

 

Children:  David (1836-1903), Elisabeth Clement (1837-), Mary Ann (1839-), 

Hannah Manners (1840-), John Jas. (1843-1908), William Henry (1845-1846) 

 

 

Newspaper Article Inspector Donaldson 1  

The inhabitants of this usually quiet locality were thrown into the utmost consternation 

on Sunday; by one of the most atrocious murders it has ever been our painful duty to 

record. 

The facts are briefly these: - 

Shortly after midnight on Saturday, William Donaldson, inspector in the County 

Constabulary, and police-constable Freestone, of the same force, proceeded to the 

Kingôs Arms Inn, Haslemere, and directed several persons, chiefly brick makers 

employed on the new Railway to Portsmouth, to leave the tap room, where they were 

drinking. There was no riot or ill feeling and the company left. Shortly afterwards, the 

dreadful occurrences, full particulars of which are subjoined, took place. 

About four oôclock in the morning intelligence was conveyed to superintendent 

Burridge, at Godalming, that the inspector and constable were seriously injured in a 

riot. He at once communicated with superintendent Parr, of Guildford, and Mr Vickers, 

of the borough police, both of whom took active measures to intercept any persons 

answering the description of the rioters. Mr Burridge lost no time in going to 

Haslemere, where he found that the inspector had died of the dreadful injuries he had 

 
1 Weald of Kent Mail August 1855 
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received. The measures adopted by the constabulary were so prompt and judicious that 

in the course of a few hours five of those principally concerned in the outrage were 

apprehended. Their names are Thomas Wood, Samuel Eastwood, alias ñSam,ò Thomas 

Foyle alias ñPunch,ò and two brothers names Blackman, one of them a lad of 15 or 16 

years of age. The whole of them are brick makers. They were taken before J. Steadman, 

Esq., at Guildford, and remanded till today. 

On Tuesday an Inquest was held at the White Horse Inn, Haslemere, before C.J. Woods, 

Esq., on the body of Donaldson. 

Mr. Parsons, solicitor, Haslemere, watched the case on behalf of the widow of the 

deceased and the Railway Company 

Wm. Luff deposed ï I live at Haslemere, and am a carrier. I was at the Kingôs Arms on 

Saturday night, twice. The last time I went a little before nine oôclock, and remained 

till 12. I was in the taproom, in which were assembled several persons; several were in 

when I left. There was no disturbance. The deceased came in a little before I left: P.C. 

Freestone was with him. Deceased said, ñit is time to shut up,ò or words to that effect. 

All seemed to move when he said that. I do not know a man named Foyle. A man called 

Punch was there, a man called Sam, and another who goes by the name of Toby. When 

I left the taproom I stopped outside against the market place, just opposite the Kingôs 

Arms. I went by myself. Several were standing there, but none who were in the taproom 

went with me to the Market place. I remained there a few minutes; there was a scuffle 

down below near the White Horse: I heard blows struck, but I did not go to see what 

the matter was. I stood there until a man was brought up and put in the cage. I did not 

know who it was. After the man was put in I went to Freestone and asked if he was 

hurt. He answered ñnot much.ò I went off about 15 or 20 yards, and saw a man, whom 

I took to be the deceased, against Mr Wellandôs house. I saw him coming back towards 

the market place, and I saw several others coming in the same direction. I heard several 

blows struck after that. I moved off inside the door, which goes into Mr. Horderôs house. 

I saw a man fall, but whether he was knocked down or not, I donôt know. I heard 

something, which sounded like kicks, and I saw a manôs foot move in that way when 

the other person was down. They ran away, and I went up to the man who was down, 

and found that is was Freestone. I heard a cry of ñmurderò from the other side of the 

market place. Freestone told me he was afraid his arm was broken. I assisted him to his 

room. 

A Juryman ï Why did you go to William Horderôs? 

Witness ï Because I thought there was a row. 

Why did you not assist? ï Because I was afraid. I heard them come. I said to John 

Rogers, ñThereôs going to be a row; it will be better to be out of the way.ò 
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By a Juryman ï I did not endeavour to dissuade him from going to assist. I had had a 

little beer. I heard some dogs bark. 

Mr. Parsons examined the witness at some length, but nothing else of importance was 

elicited from him. He showed great reluctance to give evidence and was severely 

reprehended by the coroner. 

William Alwin, ostler at the Kingôs Arms, said ï I was at home last Saturday night and 

was in the taproom, serving beer. Several persons were there and amongst others 

Thomas Wood, Punch, Toby ñSamò and David Smith. When the deceased said it was 

time to shut up Woods said, ñAre we to leave our beer here?ò Deceased said, ñNo, drink 

it up as quickly as you can.ò All this was said good-humouredly. The men finished their 

beer and left together. The last witness was in the taproom and he went out at the same 

time as the rest of them. Deceased put his arm on Woodôs shoulder and said, ñCome, 

you must go.ò The later asked deceased to drink but he would not. After they all left I 

fastened up the doors. I never heard or saw anything afterwards until Elizabeth 

Whatford, a servant in the house, said afterwards that there had been a row. I said. ñI 

will go out and you fasten the door after me.ò I went out and saw several people standing 

about near the market house, and I asked a man called ñNobbyò what was up, and he 

said a man was put in the cage. The man called out to me to go to Collardsô and tell his 

comrades, or to go and tell his wife. I asked who he was and he said, ñI am the man 

whom you bought the last pot of beer in for.ò I remembered that that man was Smith. 

Deceased, Freestone and Mr. Bishop, were all standing there opposite the cage door. I 

went back to the Kingôs Arms the door was fastened. I jumped over a gate and saw 

deceased turning back to Freestone and six or seven men coming back, amongst whom 

I distinguished Woods. They had bludgeons, which the light enabled me to perceive. 

Woods put his bludgeon down, up with his fists and said to deceased ñNow, you ------

-- --------- I will fight you with my fists if you like!ò Deceased replied, but I donôt know 

what he said. Woods took up his bludgeon and said; ñNow you ----------- pull in all 

together!ò In a moment deceased, Freestone, and Mr. Bishop were knocked down. 

Three or four struck deceased while he was down. The man in the cage was let out and 

he immediately began kicking deceased. Freestone got up twice and was knocked down 

again. Mr. Bishop got up and was knocked down a second time. I then went to get a 

bludgeon to assist; at first my mistress would not allow me to go but in two or three 

minutes she gave me leave but when I went they were all gone. When those men left 

the taproom they were not much worse for liquor. The last time I went out I picked up 

two bludgeons, one was a plough bolt, the other was a door bar about two feet and a 

half long; it was made of oak. I saw a great quantity of blood on the spot where deceased 

was knocked down. There were six men besides one in the cage. I cannot swear 

positively to any of the six but Woods. 

By Mr. Parsons ï There was a lad among them. He struck as well as the men. I did not 

hear a dog ñhiedò on nor any bark. Deceased was a very quiet amiable man. I never saw 

him use his staff. 
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Mr. Henry Bishop, surgeon deposed ï About a quarter past 12 oôclock on Sunday 

morning I was sitting at home in my dining room, and hearing a great noise in the street 

I got up and opened the front door to listen. The noise appeared to be near the White 

Horse, which is on the opposite side of the street to my house. I got my hat and stick 

and went out. I saw deceased and Freestone. Several persons were standing about, and 

deceased was endeavouring to persuade four or five of them to go home. I did the same. 

I then looked towards Freestone and found that two or three men had got hold of him 

and were knocking him against the wall of this Inn. Two or three others, not holding 

him were knocking him with their fists. He was calling out loudly for help, and I went 

to his assistance, and told those who were beating him to stand off as I considered it a 

cowardly action for two or three men to be beating one man. I heard several blows and 

they turned round upon me. I was perfectly surrounded for the time. I knocked one man 

with my stick. There was a man named Smith in front of them. He aimed a blow at me 

with his fists, which I parried and knocked him down directly. I had to fight my way 

out as well as I could. I saw Freestone coming towards me. He was in the crowd with 

me. I was standing over Smith to prevent his getting up again, and I gave him in charge 

for assault upon myself. Deceased came up in the meantime, and he and Freestone put 

Smith in the lock-up. Deceased found then that he had not the key, and he put a wooden 

peg into the fastening. He went towards his house to get the key, and I remained to 

prevent Smithôs escape, but deceased had only been gone a minute or two when I saw 

him coming round the Market Hall, and heard him exclaim, ñGood God, thereôs a lot 

of them coming armed with sticks!ò I said, we couldnôt run now, stand to your post and 

I shall not leave you. Four of them came up and demanded the release of the prisoner. 

I think it was not more than half a minute before the deceased was knocked down. I can 

identify two of that four Toby and Thomas Woods. Those men had bludgeons. 

Deceased and I were close together. Woods knocked him down with a wippance. [This 

was explained to mean the splinter bar of a plough.] Freestone fell from a blow. I donôt 

know who struck it. A blow was aimed at me, but by whom I donôt know. I immediately 

knocked a man over, but he was no sooner down than I was down from a blow on the 

head. I recovered my legs immediately, but was again knocked down. I got up again 

and ran away. They followed me, Smith in advance, but they returned. I ran under 

William Gibbsô window and Mrs Gibbs said, ñGood God, I will come down and open 

the door or they will murder you!ò While I was coming back to the house I distinctly 

heard several blows struck by the man who was in advance of the other two. I then went 

into Gibbsô house and saw a party of three going towards my house. I came out and 

ascertained that it was George Harrison, with some one assisting to lead deceased, who 

could walk with assistance. He went to his own house. His head was covered with blood 

and we took him upstairs and undressed him. I then examined his head, had some water 

and washed him. He spoke but I did not know what he said. I afterwards found that 

Freestone was seriously hurt. I attended deceased until within a few minutes of his 

death, which took place in rather more than two hours. Before that he was utterly 

insensible. The witness now stated that he made a post mortem examination. He 

minutely described the wounds upon the deceasedôs skull, which were of a most 
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horrible description. His head was almost smashed to pieces, some of the wounds 

corresponding with the shape of the wippance. 

Owing to the dangerous state which Freestone is in, he was unable to attend, and the 

inquest was adjourned till 11 oôclock next Tuesday, the jury being bound over to appear. 

We should be glade to learn that a subscription was entered into, for the relief of the 

widow and children of the unfortunate deceased. 

'THE HERO OF HASLEMERE'  

Written and Published by J. S. Harwood2  

Ed: Extract begins: 

Constable Freestone was still in a dangerous condition, and the inquest was adjourned 

until his evidence became available.  

Tread soft on the stones, 

That lie under your feet, 

And hark, 

To the story they tell; 

For they speak of a hero, 

Who died in the street; 

"Tis the spot, Where brave Donaldson fell!" 

On the following Friday, Inspector Donaldson was buried at St Bartholomew's Church. 

Whatever the neglect of future generations might be, the memory of his bravery was 

still fresh in the minds of the townspeople and his colleagues, and they united to give 

him a hero's funeral. 

 The Chief Constable was unable to attend, but most of his senior officers were there. 

Apart from the family mourners, the coffin was followed by four of the five Divisional 

Superintendents, namely, Messrs Parr (Guildford), Burridge (Godalming), Everett 

(Farnham), and Page (Dorking). Then came Inspectors Frost and Murtell. Behind them 

marched a column of thirty-two constables, all wearing ceremonial mourning sashes. 

Following the police contingent came some fifty of the principal inhabitants, in 

 
2 From the Internet (210504) 
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procession, and behind them came all the townspeople who were not already lining the 

route to see the cortege pass. The shops of the town remained closed during the day, as 

a final tribute of respect and sympathy. At the Parish Church the Rector, the Reverend 

Hesse, was waiting to perform the burial service. In the Burial Register the event is 

recorded without any comment. 'No.892. William Donaldson, of Haslemere, aged 

forty-seven August 3rd 1855'. The Inspector's grave is not included in the list compiled 

at the close of the nineteenth century, and it is assumed that either no permanent 

memorial was erected, or that it was removed when the church was rebuilt in the 

eighteen-seventies.  

A public subscription was begun on behalf of the late Inspector's family, and later a 

petition was sent to the Home Secretary asking that his widow might receive a pension. 

At Dorking, where the Donaldsons were still remembered, Superintendent Page opened 

a separate appeal fund. Later in the year a public meeting resolved to invest the sum 

collected in Government Bonds, and to pay the interest to Mrs Donaldson during her 

lifetime, and after her death to share out the capital sum amongst the children.  

On Saturday, August 11th, the five accused men were brought before the magistrates 

at Guildford for the preliminary hearing. Charles Bridger, a builder, of Haslemere, 

testified that the fatal plough bolt was one that had been in his possession. He had left 

it in his yard, which adjoined "Collardsò, the house where most of the accused lived. 

George Lithgoe, the tenant of "Collards", identified his former lodgers, and also 

identified the oak wood bludgeon left at the scene as being the door bar from his back 

door. It had been missing since the night of the riot. 

William Harding, a brick maker, paymaster to Mr Goodeve, the employer of all the 

prisoners, gave evidence that he had met four of the accused in Cow Street, at about 

fifteen minutes after twelve. They were all armed with bludgeons, and told him they 

were going to get David Smith out of the lock-up. The witness had continued home to 

the Donaldson's house, where he was a lodger. Soon after, the Inspector was brought 

home, covered in blood, and dying. Witness remained with him until he died. Mr John 

Lawton, a surgeon from Chiddingfold, gave evidence on Constable Freestone's 

condition, and he also gave details of the post mortem examination, at which he had 

assisted. The inquest witnesses repeated their testimony.  

The prisoners were eventually remanded to the next County Assizes at Kingston. The 

accused men were not without their own supporters, at least among their fellow 

railwaymen, and so great was the outcry against some of the witnesses, Mr Bishop in 

particular, that an escort of special constables had to be provided to ensure their safety 

on the road home. This is probably what William Luff had in mind when his memory 

proved so unreliable at the inquest. As a carrier, he must often have passed along 

deserted roads where the navvies could have waylaid him at their leisure. This is a 

further indication of the very real threat, which the navvies presented to the resident 
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population, and of the very real dread with which the resident population regarded 

them.  

The trial took place at the Kingston Winter Assizes, on Friday 7th December, before 

Mr Justice Crompton.  

Thomas Woods and Samuel Eastwood, described as labourers, with William Foyle, 

William Blackman, and David Smith, all brick makers, were charged with; 

"Feloniously, wilfully, and maliciously killing and murdering one William Donaldson 

at Haslemere". Mr Clarkson and Mr Robinson appeared for the prosecution. Woods and 

Eastman were defended by Mr Lilley, with Foyle and Blackman by Mr Chandler, while 

Mr Sumner appeared for Smith.  

The chief witness for the prosecution was P C James Freestone, No.45 of the Surrey 

Police. He had recovered from the injuries inflicted during the riot, and which had 

confined him to bed for some six weeks. He had been promoted back to second-class 

constable on August 1st, and on his recovery moved from Haslemere to Horley, where 

he was still stationed. Horley had been Inspector Donaldson's last posting before 

coming to Haslemere.  

Freestone testified that he and Inspector Donaldson had gone to the tap-room of the 

King's Arms for the purpose of clearing the house. There were a great number of people 

in the room drinking, amongst them the five prisoners at the bar. When the Inspector 

asked them to leave they agreed to go after finishing their beer. Everybody was quite 

peaceable, except for singing, and the five accused were sober. Once outside, however, 

Woods accused the Inspector of taking him by the shoulder, and he then took up a 

fighting attitude before Mr Donaldson. Thinking the Inspector was about to be attacked 

Freestone stepped between them, giving Woods a push with the flat of his hand. Woods 

fell over, but got up and attacked Freestone. "I struck him with my staff, and broke it 

into pieces". Woods sent down again.  

When the Inspector moved away to disperse another part of the group, Freestone had 

been seized by Wood's friends who started knocking him against the walls of the White 

Horse Inn. His cries for assistance were answered by Dr Bishop, who came up and 

knocked Smith down. The Inspector came up and ordered Smith to be taken into 

custody, and the three of them carried the prisoner to the Market House and placed him 

in the lock-up cage. Mr Donaldson went home to get the key, but he returned almost at 

once, saying that the other men were coming back. "I saw the four accused coming 

towards the cage. They were all armed with weapons such as those produced in court. 

On their coming up they all said, 'Let that man out of the cage' alluding to Smith. Mr 

Donaldson said he would not". Freestone could not recall anything being said after this, 

but almost immediately Woods produced an iron plough bolt and struck the Inspector 

on the head. "I saw him fall backwards and I struck one of the prisoners with the remains 

of my staff. I could not say which it was". Freestone could not remember if the man 
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fell, as he was clubbed to the ground himself, where he was beaten by Blackman and 

Foyle. He managed to regain his feet, but was again knocked down, and fell over 

Inspector Donaldson, who was lying face down in a pool of blood. "I again got up, and 

was attacked by Smith with a large stick. We had a desperate struggle opposite 

Furlonger's door, about five or six yards from where Mr Donaldson was laying, we both 

fell together. I got so weak that I could not hold him down. He got up and beat me with 

a stick as I was laying on the ground. I called 'Murder' and said 'Smith - don't kill me!" 

Realising that he was outside Walter Furlonger's butchers shop, the stricken constable 

called out "Walter!" Furlonger threw open his window and Smith ran away. Freestone 

was assisted to a house nearby, (the White Horse Inn) and was subsequently confined 

to bed for six weeks. He did not see the Inspector after the fight.  

Cross-examined, Freestone said that Mr Donaldson was a kind quiet man in the 

discharge of his duty, and was much respected in the neighbourhood.  

The next witness was William Aylwin, ostler and pot man at the Kings Arms. He told 

the court that when the policemen had entered the bar "A little after twelve", Woods 

offered the Inspector a glass of beer, but Mr Donaldson refused it. Aylwin did not 

witness the arrest of Smith, but he saw him in the lock-up, with Donaldson, Bishop, and 

Freestone together outside it. There was no one else nearby when the accused came up, 

armed. Woods had laid down his bludgeon, and said to the Inspector; "Now, you b- - -

, I'll fight you with my fists if you like". He then picked up his weapon and said to his 

three companions; "Now you b- - -'s, let us pull in together". The Inspector did nothing 

to provoke the attack, and witness could not say which of the accused was first to strike 

him. He saw Mr Donaldson lying in a pool of blood, and heard one of the accused say 

"Open the cage door". Smith came out at once, and kicked the Inspector on the head. 

After the men had gone witness picked up an oak door bar and an iron plough bolt about 

a yard from where Inspector Donaldson fell.  

Mr Henry Bishop, surgeon, of Haslemere, next entered the witness box. He had heard 

the first disturbance in the Market Place, taken a walking stick, (a very large one, 

produced in court) and sallied forth to lend a hand. On going to the assistance of 

Constable Freestone he was attacked by Smith; "I parried the blow and knocked him 

down with my stick". After Smith had been carried to the lock-up it was found that the 

door could not be locked, so a piece of wood was put in the staple. During the fight 

witness was knocked down two or three times, and on getting up the last time ran away, 

and was pulled into a house by Mrs Gibbs. Afterwards he helped Donaldson home and 

treated his injuries.  

Mr Bishop also gave expert evidence regarding the injuries suffered by the deceased. 

There were two wounds to the head, and another on the right temple. There was a bruise 

on the jaw, a large bruise on the right side of the body, and three separate bruises on the 

right shoulder. The skull was extensively fractured, and the resultant haemorrhage of 
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the brain had been the principal cause of death. The wounds on the head corresponded 

with the plough bolt.  

The fatal plough bolt, or wippance, was identified by the next witness, Charles Bridger, 

as one he had borrowed from a Mr Horder, and which had been left under a shed in his 

back yard, which adjoined Collards, the house where four of the accused lived.  

William Harding, a bricklayer, gave evidence that he was a senior employee at 

Goodeve's brickyard, where all the accused were also employed, and that he acted as 

their paymaster. On the night in question, which was also the fortnightly pay night he 

had been round the town giving the men their wages, and on his way home he had met 

the accused men who told him they were going to rescue Smith from the lock-up. They 

were all armed with bludgeons. Harding continued on his way home. By a unhappy 

coincidence he was a lodger in the family of Inspector Donaldson. The dying policeman 

was brought home some fifteen minutes later. "You could not see his face for blood. 

He said, the moment he was brought in, 'My dear wife, I am dying'. He never spoke 

again. I was with him until he died. He did not live long".  

Defence counsel could do little against such a case so far as the facts were concerned, 

but they all made powerful appeals to the jury, laying great stress on the differences 

between a premeditated murder and an act of manslaughter committed in a moment of 

excitement. They also drew the attention of the court to Constable Freestone's action in 

knocking down Woods. 

 The judge summed up the evidence with great care, and the jury retired to their 

deliberations. The five accused had lived under the shadow of the noose for over four 

months, and their relief may be imagined as the jury filed back in to announce four of 

them guilty on the lesser charge of manslaughter. Smith was found not guilty on this 

charge, as he had not taken part in the initial attack on the Inspector. Smith then 

withdrew his original plea of 'not guilty' and admitted to a charge of ordinary assault 

on Mr Donaldson and Mr Bishop. Judge Crompton immediately sentenced Smith to 

two years hard labour, observing that he regretted his inability to pass a more severe 

sentence on that particular charge. Eastman, Foyle, and Blackman each received six 

years penal servitude. Turning to Woods, the ringleader of the Haslemere Riot, and the 

undoubted killer of Inspector Donaldson, the judge told him that he had been fortunate 

to escape the gallows. He then sentenced him to twenty years transportation.  

Once the trial was over, the Surrey Constabulary lost no time in disposing of Constable 

Freestone. As the star witness he had been well looked after, but once his testimony had 

been given he was very much surplus to requirements. The trial took place on Friday, 

7th December. On the following Monday Freestone was officially cautioned for neglect 

of duty. The unhappy constable must have been sadly surprised at this change of 

fortune, and on February 6th, he got drunk again. He was immediately dismissed from 

the Force. In fairness to James Freestone it must be said that nearly all the original 
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members of the Surrey Constabulary were discharged for minor breaches of discipline, 

and many of them made successful careers with other forces. As he fades from the 

picture, it might also be said that no one ever seems to have questioned his courage or 

his honesty, whatever his minor failings may have been.  

Dr Bishop remained at Haslemere and gradually built up his practice. In August 1856, 

he was sued at Godalming County Court for the sum of £17.10.0 in payment for goods 

supplied in 1854. It was stated in court that the Doctor had been threatening to go 

bankrupt for some three years but had not yet done so. One person in Haslemere did go 

bankrupt in 1856, and this was Mr Goodeve who controlled the brickyard where the 

rioters had been employed. Like many another, Goodeve found that it was easier to lose 

a fortune in railway work than it was to make one. William Luff seems not to have 

suffered for his loss of memory, and a few years later he was advertised as the "Official 

Carrier to the London & South Western Railway". Luff died in 1872, as did Walter 

Furlonger, the man who had saved the life of Constable Freestone. 

Mrs Donaldson gathered her children about her and left Haslemere forever. During her 

husband's service in the Surrey Constabulary the family had moved to a fresh posting 

each year, and the constant upheaval had made it difficult for them to establish personal 

relationships, as it was intended to do. Even before William Donaldson's career with 

the County Force ended so tragically, his wife must often have longed for the settled 

home and good friends they had known during their thirteen happy years at Dorking. 

Now, in the first anguish of her bereavement, it was to the kind hearts of the Mole 

Valley that she turned again. The census of 1861 shows Mrs Donaldson as living in 

Falkland Road, Dorking, still a pleasant part today. She is shown as having independent 

means, so it is to be hoped that the various funds, together with anything that a grateful 

nation or county might contribute, were sufficient to enable her to live comfortably. Of 

her five children, John and Elizabeth were living at home, while David, the eldest, was 

in private service in the town. During the eighteen-sixties both John and his sister Mary 

Ann were married from the house, John to an Elizabeth Taylor and Mary Ann to a 

James Cooke. The marriage register records the name and occupation of each person's 

father. It must have been a matter of pride, as well as sadness, for them to put down 
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Police Constable 65 Allen Mason 
Died of injuries inflicted when making an arrest in 1859 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Allen Mason was badly beaten in July 1859 whilst trying to arrest a deserter in Cobham. 

He lingered on, dying in December 1859 leaving a young widow and two small 

children. 
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Surrey Appointment Register and Genealogical Records3 

 

Allen Mason was born in 1829 

 

Census 6 June 1841 has Allen Mason living in Eastworth Lane, Chertsey with his 

parents, Francis and Sarah Mason, together with his brother Henry, who was eight years 

older than Allen, and an elder sister, Eliza. 

 

Census 30 March 1851 Allen Mason is still living at home with his parents. Allenôs 

sister Eliza has married William Turner and they have a son William and all three 

are with her parents. There is no mention of the elder brother Henry Mason. The 

occupation of both Francis Mason and his son Allen is given as labourer. 

Surrey Constabulary records show that Allen had a brief foray into city life having seen 

a monthôs service with the Metropolitan Police from March 1851 to April 1851 

On the 3 October 1852 at Chertsey Allen Mason married Ann Turner (Chertsey book 

2a, page 34 refers) 

 

The young married man had ambitions and left the life of a labourer to join the Surrey 

Constabulary on February 21 1853 which is his date of appointment when allocated 

appointment number 157 and collar number 65. (So called because the collar was where 

the number was worn and a name that continued on into the 21st century even when the 

number was worn on the shoulder.) The force was young, having been formed in 1851, 

offering opportunities for the ambitious and a way of life drastically different to that of 

a country labourer. 

 

Allen was appointed as a fourth class constable at 16 shillings a week, the level at which 

everyone joining the force started. There were four grades of constable and at this time 

no sergeants and so the first class constable may well have undertaken some of the 

 
3 From John Molyneux and Luke Franklin 
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duties allocated to a sergeant in 1864. A first class constable could be promoted to 

inspector. 

 
This is PC Carpenter of the Surrey Constabulary not PC Mason but this is the 

uniform he would have worn in 1857 ï it is possiblt to make out his collar 

number 88 

 

On March 5th 1853 Allen was sworn  at Guildford Bench  by George Best Esq. and 

Colonel the Hon E. Onslow. (George Best was to sign the minute book granting Allenôs 

widowôs grant) On into modern times all recruits to the Surrey Constabulary stood 

before the magistrates in number one court, the old Assize and Quarter Sessions court 

in the High Street at Guildford, taking the bible and swearing the oath of service and 

probity. 

 

Records at Mount Browne show that Allen was 24 years, 5 feet 9 inches fair 

complexion, brown hair grey eyes proportionate build 

 

PC Mason was born in Chertsey, Surrey and was married with two children when he 

was sworn in. Given he did not marry until October 1852 either he or his wife brought 

the two children from another marriage, or they were born out of wedlock which is 

unlikely given the sensitivities of the time and being recruited into the local 

constabulary. 
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Allen was a labourer when he joined the police working in Head Lane, Chertsey for the 

Hon. P.L. Locke King, Woburn, Chertsey, Surrey 

 

The records indicate that his father and mother still lived in Chertsey.   

 
PC Sutton dressed in the uniform of the period including the stove pipe hat 

 

Having a discipline record was the norm as there was fierce enforcement of all rules 

and regulations with large number of officers being dismissed often for drink related 

offences. On the 23 December 1853 PC Mason who had been initially posted to 

Merstham was disciplined for failing to make a conference point ï reduced from third 

class to fourth class constable and was fined 5 shillings. This was a significant 

punishment as he had to again seek promotion to get back to his forming level of 

earnings. Also the loss of a third of his weekôs pay was hard. Missing a point was 

considered a very serious infringement because if you were not there immediately fears 

were aroused as to safety. Also, if the officer could not be found he could not be given 

work or met by the inspector or superintendent. 

The punishment did not stop there as he was posted on the 25th December to Nutfield ï 

happy Christmas! 

 

Three months later March 9 1854 the family moved right across the county to Farnham, 

Wrecclesham and just over a month later on 21 April in to Farnham town moving again 

on October 1854 to Millbridge, Farnham. 
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Almost a year after his demotion Allen was again appointed on  1 November 1854 to  

Third Class Constable followed early in 1855 on  February 17 yet another move this 

time closer to home, Egham. All this movement was not uncommon. The Chief 

Constable was keen to ensure that officers did not get too close to their communities 

and so the early days of the  constabulary were marked by very frequent movement of 

police officers. (The fourth class rank for constable ceased on 30 August 1854) 

  
The equipment of a patrolling constable in 1859 

 
Stove Pipe hat replaced by the helmet in 1864 

Living at Egham in 1855 allowed for an easy family gathering on the 19th August when 

Alice Mason was baptized at Chertsey Parish Church by Wm. Pidcock. The record 

shows she was born in Farnham and that her father, Allan (sic) Mason was a 

'policeman'. Alice was to die young, aged 3 years and 11 months, and so she must have 

been born very soon after the family moved to Farnham. The CC in reporting Allenôs 

death to the Quarter Sessions and seeking a grant for the widow, says that four children 

survived him. 

 

Promotion followed quickly again in 1855 December 1 to Second Class Constable then 

in 1856 June 1 appointed  First Class Constable, the senior appointment below that of 

inspector. 
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On the 1 November 1856 as a first class constable PC Allen Mason was posted to 

Cobham where on 11 March 1859 his little daughter Alice died and was buried in 

Cobham churchyard. 

 

In July 1859 Allen was badly assaulted when he detained a deserter. No other detail is 

known of this arrest or of the immediate injuries caused or what happened to the 

deserter. Later that year on December 29th Allen died of a ruptured blood vessel in the 

lungs caused it was thought, following a violent assault by the deserter. 

PC Mason was buried in Cobham churchyard; a record of inscriptions legible in 1938 

says this: ñWooden bed-head. Allan Mason, police constable of the Surrey 

Constabulary, died 19 (sic) December 1859 aged 30, borne to his grave by his brother 

constables.   Near this spot lies Alice M. his daughter died 11 March 1859 aged 3 years 

and 11 months.ò4 

 

Surrey Comet 7 January 1860 

Cobham 

Death of a Policeman ï A policeman of the Surrey Constabulary Allan (sic) Mason 

who had been stationed at Cobham for some years, and greatly respected both by the 

inhabitants and the members of the force died on December 29th having broken a blood 

vessel in his lungs some short period before. In July last he was violently assaulted by 

a deserter, and this is presumed to have brought on the illness. He was interred this day, 

Saturday, and followed to his grave by a number of his late brother officers whose 

feelings evidenced they had lost a friend and a brother to whom they were sincerely 

attached. 

 

No record found of a report of an inquest 

 

Force records for Epiphany Session 1859 - " I regret to have to report the death of  

Police Constable Allen Mason, an old and efficient officer of this Force, which took  

place on 29th ultimo.  The deceased had a ruptured blood vessel a few weeks ago, and 

attributed his previous reduced state of health to a violent assault committed upon him 

by a Deserter in July last...."  

 

Sussex Agricultural Express 7 January 1860:  

 

Surrey Epiphany Sessions Tuesday: The Chief Constable recommended that an 

allowance should be made to the widow of the late PC Allen Mason who had been a 

constable for six years but who died in consequences of injuries he had received in the 

performance of his duty in July last. The Chief Constable recommended the court they 

had the power to allow any amount they might think proper so as not to exceed two 

 
4 Dr David Taylor, MA FSA Cobham village historian 
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thirds of his annual pay which amount to £35. The Constable had been very steady 

while in the force and had left a widow and three children un-provided for. 

Lord Lovaine thought the matter had better be referred to the Committee as they had 

not had it brought before them 

The Chairman asked whether it was the pleasure of the court that the subject be 

referred to the committee for the purpose of their consideration and to report upon the 

same. 

 Mr Tilson  ï with permission to give the money if they think fit 

The court then gave the committee full power to act in the matter as they thought proper. 

 

Police Minute Book 8 December 1858 ï 23 June 1864 SCC Archives QS5/3C/3 

Meeting of the Committee Thursday 26 January 1860 at Guildford Police Station 

In compliance with an order of court made last session the committee proceeds to 

consider the recommendation contained in the Chief Constableôs report to the last 

session that a Grant should be made under the Act 22&23 Vict cap 32 s20  to the widow 

of Constable Allen Mason. Resolved that the court be recommended to order the grant 

of £35 out of the superannuation fund to be made to the said widow such sum not 

exceeding two thirds of one yearôs pay of the said Allen Mason 

 

Note: It is not clear if this is a one off grant or an annual award, which is unlikely. 

There was no absolute right to a pension of any kind ï it was at the discretion of the 

Justices sitting at the Quarter Sessions. Following the Police Act 1890 every policeman 

gained a legal right to a pension after 25 years service or on medical grounds after 15 

years. No limits were set but the expectation was after 25 years three fifths of his pay 

whatever his age. Special pensions were provided for officers injured in the course of 

duty and for widows and children of officers who died during service. 
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ñWe can truly say that the whole circuit of the earth is girdled 

with the graves of our dead... and, in the course of my 

pilgrimage, I have many times asked myself whether there can 

be more potent advocates of peace upon earth through the years 

to come, than this massed multitude of silent witnesses to the 

desolation of war.ò 

King George V, Flanders, 1922 

BOER WAR (1899-1902) 

 

PC 7 John George Barnes, Guildford Borough, 4 January 1900  

Killed at Rensburg, Cape Colony, South Africa 

A number of British regiments were at Rensburg at the time of PC Barnesô death during 

a period of hard fighting. From the 1-5 January 1900 there were engagements at 

Jasfontein, Plewmanhalte, Grassy Hill (Graskop) and Skietfontein, Colesberg, Cape 

Colony close to Rensburg 

The Events of the Boer War in and around Rensburg 

General H Schoeman and Commandant BR Grobler (of Norvalspont Commando) on 

the evenings of 1st and 2nd November attacked the bridges at Norvalspont, Bethulie and 

took control of them. General Buller then retreated from Nouwpoort and Stormberg. 

The Boers took control of Colesberg on 13 November 1899. The town then was 

proclaimed to be part of the Republic of Free State. A committee of six members got 

elected to assist the Boers: J van der Walt, his brother H van der Walt, Gideon Jooste, 

NAJ van Rensburg and Rudolph Badenhorst. About 130 Boers joined the burghers.  
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In the meantime General French with a lot of reinforced troops made their way to 

Nouwpoort. By 20th November there were 3,000 troops. The Boers blew up the railway 

line north of Tweedale on 21 November. The Berkshire Regiment had to repair it. In 

the meantime the New South Wales Lancers under the command of West spied out the 

country as far north as Arundel. When they found no Boers, they went and arrested 

NAJ van Rensburg on his farm, Rensburgstation.  

French decided to make his HQ at Arundel, on 23 November they clashed with a 

number of Boers 3 English were wounded and they had to retreat. On the 23 November 

an Englishmen were shot dead at Arundel, this was the first casualty in this district. The 

Boers were just north of Arundel. A number of times the Boers attempted to cut off the 

imperial forces at Arundel. At the end of November extra troops arrived: First Suffolk 

Regiment, New Zealand Mounted Rifles, Royal Engineers and some other regiments 

including the Carabineers under Colonel Porter. They then moved to Arundel, two 

camps were established here: one behind the station near the ókopô, this was known as 

Camp Hill. The main camp was about 500 meters west of the station. The right wing of 

the Boerôs were then at Vaalkop. On 11 December the Boers at Vaalkop suffered one 

casualty and three wounded in a small battle with the 10th Hussars.  

French moved to Arundel on 17th December. The New Zealanderôs went on a patrol to 

Jasfontein and the Boers had to retreat. The Boers also vacated Rensburg on the 26th 

December, French then moved into John van Rensburgôs home.  

ñIn the early hours of 2nd January 1900 the Boers uncoupled 32 trucks at the railway 

siding near the British camp at Rensburg. The trucks ran down a long incline for about 

5 miles in the direction of Colesberg before coming to a halt at Plewman near the Boer 

position. The Boers had blown up part of the track and some of the trucks were derailed. 

A detachment of New South Wales Lancers and Australian Horse under Captain Cox 

was called out at 2.30 am to go after the trucks which were loaded with stores. An 

engine also steamed down the line to bring the trucks back to Rensburg.ò These trucks 

were abandoned since when they tried to retrieve it they came under heavy fire they 

found cover and when darkness arrived they retreated. with the equivalent of 22 000 

rations fell in the Boerôs hands5 

P Barnes died on the 4 January 1900 as the fighting continued. 

Note: This may not be the right Barnes although PC Barnes was killed in this 

area at this time. 

 

5  Taken from the Internet 17 April 2004 
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Drummer Hodge  

 

They throw in Drummer Hodge, to rest 

Uncoffined ï just as found: 

His landmark is a kopje-crest 

That breaks the veldt around; 

And foreign constellations west 

Each night above his mound. 

 

Young Hodge the Drummer never knew - 

Fresh from his Wessex home - 

The meaning of the broad Karoo, 

The Bush, the dusty loam, 

And why uprose to nightly view 

Strange stars amid the gloam. 

 

Yet portion of that unknown plain 

Will Hodge forever be; 

His homely Northern breast and brain 

Grow to some Southern tree, 

And strange-eyed constellation reign 

His stars eternally. 

Thomas Hardy 
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WORLD WAR I 1914-1918 

 
 

 
 

Memorial to be found at HQ ï does not include Guildford Borough Police 
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From Christian Duckett, Ceremonial Association of Surrey Police, who in 2018 

corrected a failure of many generations by adding the men of the Guildford 

Borough Police to the Surrey Constabulary war memorial. No men from the 

Reigate Borough Police were lost though a number served. 
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Police Constable Robert Lawrence MSM 

 

Reigate Borough Police erected following research by Robert Bartlett and others in 

October 2019 and hung at Mount Browne with other memorials. 
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At the outbreak of the First World War a large number of the men from the police forces 

of Surrey were called to serve with the military. Sixteen men were wounded with three 

being permanently incapacitated. Eighteen officers lost their lives in the conflict. Three 

men who survived were decorated during their service: 

 

Walter Tuppen ï Distinguished Conduct Medal 

 

Thomas Runnegar ï Military Medal  

 
L/Cpl Runnegar MM  

 

 

Gunner Henry Brand, PC Egham ï Military Medal  

 

 

Off to War through Reigate High Street c1914 
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PC 14 William George Deacon, Guildford Borough  

14 September1914 

 

Served as Private 8903 in the 1st Battalion Coldstream Guards and was killed in action 

in France, and is remembered on the La Ferte-Sous-Jouarre Memorial. 

 

 
 

PC Deacon joined the Guildford Borough on 15 November 1913 aged 22 and was 

sworn in at Guildford on 19th January 1914. His collar number was 14. At the time of 

his appointment he gave his trade as a Soldier with 1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards 

where he had served for three years He resigned to join the Colours on 4th August 1914 

just as the war began, enlisting in Croydon and giving his residence as Ash, Nr Martock, 

Somerset. 

 
 

Age 22 

Height 6ô 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Blue 

Birth Place East Grinstead, Sussex 

 

The Battle of the Marne took place over 4 days from 5 September; the battle upon which 

the fate of France depended; a battle of retreat and advance.  

 

La Ferte-sous-Jouarre is a small town 66 kilometres to the east of Paris, and the 

Memorial is situated in a small park on the south bank of the River Marne, just off the 
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main road to Paris. The Memorial Register is kept at the Town Hall. The La Ferte-sous-

Jouarre Memorial commemorates nearly 4,000 officers and men of the British 

Expeditionary Force who died in August, September and the early part of October 1914 

and who have no known grave. (CWGC site) 

 

Additional research by Phil Badham 

 

William George DEACON Private 8903 1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards Killed in 

Action 14.9.1914  

 

William George Deacon was born on 9 February 1891 to William and Emily, and was 

baptised on 26 April that year in East Grinstead, Sussex. At the time the family were 

living at 38 Lower Glenvue Road, in East Grinstead, and were still there in the 1901 

census. By then, three other children had been born to make the Deacons a family with 

eight children. At the time of the 1911 census William, aged 18, was at Victoria 

Barracks, Victoria Street, Windsor, having joined the Coldstream Guards. On 8 January 

1913 he married Mary Alice Jetten at St George's, Hanover Square, London. He joined 

the Guildford Borough Police, on 15 November that year, as Police Constable 14, and 

was sworn in by the Local Mayor in Guildford on 19 January 1914. There is no other 

information about his Police service in the Police records as on 4 August 1914, at the 

outbreak of the First World War, he resigned from the Force and re-joined the 

Coldstream Guards, serving with the 1st Battalion.  

 

On 4 August 1914 the battalion was stationed at Aldershot as part of the 1st (Guards) 

Brigade of the 1st Division. It was mobilised for war and moved to France as part of 

the British Expeditionary Force. The battalion saw action on the Western Front in 1914, 

including the Battle of Mons & the subsequent retreat, the Battles of the Marne and the 

Aisne, and the First Battle of Ypres. William was killed in action on 14th September 

1914. The War Diary for the 1st Battalion for that day states they were in action at the 

Battle of the Aisne, the river Aisne being situated in North Eastern France. The Diary 

states "The battalion acted as advanced guard to the Division and was directed to move 

north over high ground between Vendresse and Paissy, finally reaching and taking 

Cerny-en-Laonnois from which a retirement was ordered after dusk. Withdrew behind 

(south of) Vendresse during the night" The action that day cost the Battalion 11 other 

ranks killed, 10 officers and 180 other ranks wounded and 1 officer and 162 other ranks 

missing.  

 

At first William was posted as wounded and then later as missing but subsequently was 

presumed killed. The Surrey Advertiser newspaper of 15 May 1915 published an 

article, which stated he had been posted as missing on 14 September 1914. It mentioned 

ñone of his friends, [Private] Golding, also of the Coldstream Guards, who was now on 

sick furlough, had reported that:  
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"At 7.30 on the morning of September 14th, the company was ordered to advance up a 

narrow gully to the heights above the Aisne, to hold the hill close to the village of 

Vendresse. There was no supporting artillery and as the men arrived at the top they 

were simply shot downò.  

 

Private Deacon was shot and killed instantaneously. Private Golding and several others 

were taken prisoners but subsequently they overpowered their guard and escaped. 

Those who were left on the field that night were stripped of all papers and of their 

identification discs, so that when three days later, the burying party was sent to fetch 

them away, they could not be identified. Fortunately, Private Golding was one of the 

burying party and he knew and was able to identify several, among them including 

Private Deacon.  

 

They were buried in the churchyard at Vendresse by a Church of England clergyman, 

in a large grave facing east over the Aisne valley. In spite of their seeming failure, this 

hill was never lost, so Private Golding says, until it was finally handed over to the 

French when the British troops left the Aisne valley, so that the lives given so nobly 

were not given in vain. Private Deacon leaves a widow and little son". William was 

aged 23.  

 

Records of the Army Register of Soldiers' Effects of 1919 shows that William left to 

his wife a total of £12 3s 6d which included a £5 army gratuity. He is commemorated 

on the La Ferte-Sous-Jouarre Memorial, Seine-et-Marne, France, which is 66km east 

of Paris, which displays the names of 3,740 officers and men of the BEF who fell in the 

battles of Mons, Le Cateau, the Marne and the Aisne during August to October 1914.  
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PC 257 Henry Edward Thomas Bullen 

Surrey Constabulary 

26 October 1914 

1st Battalion Grenadier Guards 

Killed 26 October 1914 age 30 

 

Served as Private 12378 in the 1st Battalion Grenadier Guards and is buried in 

Zantvoorde British cemetery. PC Bullen was the son of Thomas and Mary Bullen. 

Henry was born at Walmer in Kent enlisting at Canterbury. 

 

 

6 

 

 
6 http://www.surreycommunity.info/effinghamparishcouncil/local-history/research-projects/3-effingham-in-wartime/effingham-

ww1-memorial/effww1mem-bullen/ 
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Henry Bullen joined the Surrey Constabulary on 11th November 1912 and was sworn 

in on 29th November 1912 at Guildford aged 28 before Col. Ricardo and Capt. Briscoe. 

His appointment number was 1642 and his collar number 257. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as Grocerôs Assistant, although he had previously served 

with the Grenadier Guards for seven years from 28th September 1905 to 27th September 

1912.He was first stationed at Dorking later moving to Effingham and during his 

service was promoted from 3rd class to 1st class Constable. 

 

 

 

A Policemanôs Death 

 

The announcement has been received of the death at the Front of Private Henry Bullen 

2nd Company, 1st Grenadiers. Bullen until he was called up was a member of the Surrey 

Constabulary; he was stationed at Dorking for some time and was then transferred to 

Effingham where he was at the time he was recalled to the Colours. He was of a nice 

genial disposition, and popular with his colleagues in the Dorking Division who have 

heard of his death with sincere sorrow.  Bullen was a native of Deal and was unmarried. 

There are now three other men of the Dorking Police Division at the Front viz: PCs 

Cooke, Childs and Garwood.7 

 

 

Effingham, Surrey 

WWI Memorial in St Lawrence's Churchyard  

 

7 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 28 November 1914 
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Age 28 

Height 5ô 10 İò 

Complexion Fair 

Hair Light Brown 

Eyes Blue 

Birth Place       Walmer, Kent 

 

A member of a family long connected with Walmer, and son of an old Channel pilot, 

who went afloat in the lugger Cosmopolite, Pte. Bullen served 7 years in the 1st 

Battalion Grenadier Guards. He was for a time parade inspector at Walmer, and when 
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recalled to his regiment for the war, was in the Surrey Constabulary, and about to be 

married. 

 

Parents: 1911 census: 

 

No. 52, York Road, Walmer, Kent: PRO Ref: RG14 RD64 SD4 ED10 SN135 

  

Thomas Bullen: head: mar: 61: boatman: Walmer, Kent 

Mary Bullen: wife: mar: 63: ---: Deal, Kent 

Frederick Bullen: son: unmarried: 21: general labourer: Walmer, Kent 

 

Medal record8 

 
 

The battle for Ypres Salient occurred with the German artillery almost constant for 56 

hours during the period of PC Bullenôs death. Zantvoorde British Cemetery was made 

 
8 http://www.surreycommunity.info/effinghamparishcouncil/local-history/research-projects/3-effingham-in-wartime/effingham-

ww1-memorial/effww1mem-bullen/ 
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after the Armistice when remains were brought in from the battlefields and nearby 

German cemeteries. Many were those of soldiers who died in the desperate fighting 

round Zantvoorde, Zillebeke and Gheluvelt in the latter part of October 1914. There are 

now 1,583 servicemen of the First World War buried or commemorated in the 

cemetery. (CWGC site) 
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PC 221 Ernest William Brattle  

Died of wounds aged 28, 31 October 1914 

 

PC Brattle served as a Private in East Kent Regiment, ñThe Buffsò. He is Buried 

Boulogne Eastern cemetery dying at the age of 28. PC Brattle was the son of Emma 

Brattle, of 26, York Rd., South Farnborough, Hants.  He enlisted at Canterbury and 

gave his residence as South Farnborough, Hampshire.  

 

 
 

 

Saturday, 31st October 1914: ERNEST WILLIAM BRATTLE, Private L/7734, 1st Bn., 

The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Ernest died of wounds, aged 28. Born: Snodland; 

enlisted: Canterbury; residence: South Farnborough; son of [William, a plumber, born 

c.1862, Maidstone: residence: 3 May Cottages (1891) and] Emma Brattle, [born c.1864, 

East Peckham;] of 26, York Rd., South Farnborough, Hants. No known grave; 

memorial: Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France, Panel III.B.18. 9 

 

During the morning of 31 October 1914 a renewed German attack drove the British out 

of Gheluvelt. Of the infantry battalions under Sir John French with an initial strength 

of 966-977 only 9 had 350-450, 26 200-300, 31 200-300 with 18 less than 100 at the 

end of this period of fighting in 1914. 

 

 
9 http://www.snodlandhistory.org.uk/people/WWI.htm 
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1914 November 7 Surrey Advertiser: Private EW Brattle is reported to be 

dangerously wounded and is in 13 General Hospital at Boulogne. He is suffering from 

gunshot wounds to the spine. Brattle had been a constable several years at Godalming 

before being called up on the Reserve and is very popular amongst his comrades in the 

Force. 

 

1914 November 16 Surrey Advertiser: Godalming Constable killed: Pte EW Brattle 

of the East Kent Regiment and a Godalming police constable whose death from wounds 

is reported, was 29 years of age. He had been in the police force for two years having 

been stationed at Woking and Haslemere in addition to Godalming. He was previously 

for seven years with the colours having spent the greater period of his service in South 

Africa and China.  

 

Boulogne was one of the three base ports most extensively used by the Commonwealth 

armies on the Western Front throughout the First World War. It was closed and cleared 

on the 27th August when the Allies were forces to fall back ahead of the German 

advance, but was opened again in October and from that month to the end of the war; 

Boulogne and Wimereux formed one of the chief hospital areas. Until June 1918, the 

dead from the hospitals at Boulogne itself were buried in the Cimetiere de LôEst, one 

of the town cemeteries, the Commonwealth graves forming a long, narrow strip along 

the right hand edge of the cemetery. Boulogne Eastern Cemetery contains 5,577 

Commonwealth burials of the First World War. (CWGC site) 
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Snodland History10  

 

10 http://www.snodlandhistory.org.uk/world-war-1/ww1-names-b/ 
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PC 20 Sidney Charles Macey  

Guildford Borough Police 

1st Battalion Scots Guards 

Killed in action aged 28 on 2 November 1914 Ypres Salient 

 

PC Macey served as Private 6426 of the 1st Battalion Scots Guards dying aged 28 in the 

defence of Ypres Salient. He was the husband of Ada H. Macey, of ñHighrough,ò 

Mountside, Guildford and is remembered on Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial He enlisted 

in Southampton and gave his residence as Salisbury.  

 

  
Photo Taken 29 November 1911 

   

Sidney Macey joined Guildford Borough on 8th February 1909 aged 23, and was sworn 

in on 22nd March 1909 before Messrs Gibson and Salisbury at Guildford Town Hall. 

His appointment number was 64 and his collar number 20. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as Butcher and that he had had 3 years service with the 

2nd Battalion, Scots Guards. During his service he was promoted from 4th class to 1st 

class Constable. On 21st November 1911 for neglect of duty in not reporting a found 

locket on 14th November he was stopped one days leave by the CC. 

 

Age 23 Height 6`1ò Complexion Fresh Hair  

Dark Brown Eyes Dark Blue Birth Place Salisbury 

 

The Menin Gate is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders, which 

cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. Broadly speaking, the Salient stretched from 

Langemarck in the north to the northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it 

varied in area and shape throughout the war. The Salient was formed during the First 

Battle of Ypres in October and November 1914, when a small British Expeditionary 

Force succeeded in securing the town before the onset of winter, pushing the German 

forces back to the Passchendaele Ridge. (CWGC site) 
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Menin Gate Memorial: Visited by Dave Powell June 2011 

Additional research by Phil Badham 

 

Sidney Charles MACEY Scots Guards was killed in action aged 28 on 2.11.1914 Ypres 

Salient  

 

He was born 1885/1886 in Chilmark near Salisbury, Wiltshire to Edwin and Emma 

Macey (nee Macey!), and was baptised on 29th January 1886 in the local parish. His 

parents had a total of four children. In 1901 Sidney was still living with his parents in 

Chilmark and working as a groom but joined the 1st Battalion, Scots Guards, on 2 

February 1906. After 3 yearsô service, he left to join the Guildford Borough Police, and 

was appointed on 8 February 1909 and sworn in as Constable 20, by the Mayor, at 

Guildford Town Hall, on 22 March that year. In his time with Guildford Borough Police 

he rose from Constable 4th Class to Constable 1st Class. The only notice on his Police 

service record states he was stopped one dayôs leave in November 1911 for having 

failed to report a found locket. The 1911 census shows that Sidney was at that time 

living at 29 Testard Road, Guildford, lodging with the Lawrence family. Sidney married 

Ada Harriet Watt on 26 December 1912, at the Parish Church in the parish of Stoke-

Next- Guildford.  

 

He served in the Police until he resigned to re-join the Scots Guards on 4th August 

1914, at the outbreak of the First World War. The battalion were stationed in Aldershot, 

but left for Le Havre, France, on 13 August 1914. By 24 August, the battalion, as part 

of the British Expeditionary Force, was already being deployed to assist with the 

retirement of British and French troops in the face of the German advance. On Saturday 

10 October 1914 the Surrey Advertiser newspaper reported that Mrs Macey, Stanley's 

wife, had received a letter from him on the previous Thursday, in which he indicated 

he was well but had the misfortune to have lost his brother, Private F Macey, who'd 

been in action with the Coldstream Guards. By 15 October the Battalion was near the 

village of Vendresse, having already lost 9 officers, with 206 other ranks killed, 

wounded and missing. From 21 October through to the early days of November the 

battalion saw action in the Bixschoote area north of Ypres and were involved in the 

heavy fighting on the outskirts of Ypres, along the Menin Road, in the vicinity of the 

village of Gheluvelt, in the efforts of the BEF to stem the German advance. During the 

fighting Sidney was taken prisoner and was reported to have died from wounds during 

November 1914, at the age of 28. Records show Sidney's brother, Frederick George 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com Version 45 6 March 2025 45 

Macey, 4 years younger, had been killed in action on 8th September 1914 whilst serving 

with the 1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards. The Register of Soldiers' Effects shows that 

Stanley left to his wife a total of £11 3s 2d which included a £5 army gratuity.  

 

But the date Stanley died is in question, the Commonwealth War Graves records show 

it as 2 November 1914 whereas the Register of Soldiers' Effects as 30 November 1914; 

both agree he was a prisoner of war. However, the Woking News and Mail of 6 August 

1915 stated it was the 14 November. Its article says, "The War Office intimation simply 

states that he was "killed in action", but a private letter received from Geneva gives 

fuller particulars of the gallant soldier's death. Pte Macey received two serious wounds 

at Ypres on October 28th when his company was completely surrounded and when 

nearly all those who were not killed or wounded were taken prisoners. The last seen of 

Macey was as he lay wounded on the field. He was taken prisoner by the Germans, 

removed to a hospital and on November 14th died of his wounds. Pte Macey leaves a 

widow and among members of the police force with whom he was very popular, the 

news of his death has been received with much regret." Stanley was aged 28 and his 

final resting place being unknown, he is commemorated on the Menin Gate memorial 

at Ypres.  
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PC 66 James Freemantle 

1st Battalion Scots Guards Ypres Salient 

11 November 1914 

 

PC Freemantle served as Private 6396 in the 1st Battalion Scots Guards on the Ypres 

Salient. He appears with his brother on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial. He was the 

son of William and Sarah Freemantle, of Easton, Winchester. His brother also fell on 

the same day.  

 
 

James Freemantle joined the Surrey Constabulary on 25th March 1913 and was sworn 

in at Guildford on 11th April 1913 before Col. Ricardo and J. H. Kenton Esq. His 

appointment number was 1665 and his collar number 66. At the time of his appointment 

he gave his trade as a Moulder although he had previously served with the Scots Guards 

from 15 January 1906 to 14th January 1913. He was first stationed at Ripley and during 

his service was promoted from 3rd class Constable to 1st class Constable. James was the 

brother of PC 150 Thomas Freemantle. The brothers had followed each other through 

original service with the Scots Guards then into the Surrey Constabulary and then 

rejoining the Scots Guards. They both died on the same day serving with the same 

Battalion. They have no known grave.  James enlisted at Winchester. 

Height 5ô 11ò Complexion Fresh Hair Brown 

Eyes Blue Birth Place Easton, Hampshire 

 

On the 11 November the Prussian Guards were ordered to take Ypres Salient preceded 

by the heaviest bombardment yet. However the attempted German breakthrough to 

Calais failed. Over 5000 British soldiers killed. 

 

The Menin Gate is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders, which 

cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. Broadly speaking, the Salient stretched from 

Langemarck in the north to the northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it 

varied in area and shape throughout the war. The Salient was formed during the First 

Battle of Ypres in October and November 1914, when a small British Expeditionary 

Force succeeded in securing the town before the onset of winter, pushing the German 

forces back to the Passchendaele Ridge. (CWGC site) 
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Menin Gate Memorial: Visited by Dave Powell June 2011
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PC 150 Thomas Freemantle  

1st Battalion Scots Guards 

Ypres Salient 

11 November 1914 

 

PC Freemantle served as Private 6268 in the 1st Battalion Scots Guards. He was the son 

of William and Sarah Freemantle, of Easton, Winchester. His brother also fell on the 

Ypres Salient and both are remembered on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial. 

 

 
 

Thomas Freemantle Joined the Surrey Constabulary on 8th December 1913 aged 26, 

and was sworn in at Guildford on 12th December 1913 before A. Chandler Esq. His 

appointment number was 1701 and his collar number 150. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as a Gardener working for a Miss Christian, although he 

had previously served with the Scots Guards from 26th October 1905 to 25th November 

1912. He was first stationed at Horley and during his service was promoted from 3rd 

class to 2nd class Constable. Thomas was the brother of PC 66 James Freemantle. The 

brothers had followed each other through original service with the Scots Guards then 

into the Surrey Constabulary and then rejoining the Scots Guards. They both died on 

the same day serving with the same Battalion. They have no known grave.  He enlisted 

at Winchester. 

 

Age 26 

Height 5ô 11 İò 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Blue 

Birth Place Easton, Hampshire 

 

On the 11 November the Prussian Guards were ordered to take Ypres Salient preceded 

by the heaviest bombardment yet. However the attempted German breakthrough to 

Calais failed. Over 5000 British soldiers killed. 

 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com Version 45 6 March 2025 49 

The Menin Gate is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders, which 

cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. Broadly speaking, the Salient stretched from 

Langemarck in the north to the northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it 

varied in area and shape throughout the war. The Salient was formed during the First 

Battle of Ypres in October and November 1914, when a small British Expeditionary 

Force succeeded in securing the town before the onset of winter, pushing the German 

forces back to the Passchendaele Ridge. (CWGC site) 
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PC 55 William Avenall  

1st Battalion, The Queenôs (Royal West Surrey) Regt 

Died of Wounds aged 29 3 January 1916 

 

PC Avenall served as Private L/8495 of the 1st Battalion, The Queenôs (Royal West 

Surrey) Regt. He died aged 29 and was the son of Edmond and Ada Avenall, of 

Bramley, Guildford and the husband of Alice Avenall, of Normandy Village, 

Guildford. He is buried in Woburn Abbey Cemetery, Cuinchy. He enlisted at Guildford. 

Surrey Constable Dies of Wounds 

 

Amongst the Reservists who were called up when the war broke out was PC William 

Avenall Surrey County Constabulary who was for a considerable time stationed at 

Bletchingly before going to Normandy, near Guildford. He belonged to the 1st Royal 

West Surrey regiment (The Queenôs) and went to the front early taking part in the 

famous battle for Mons and other engagements. Then he fell with an attack of 

rheumatism. He was in hospital and subsequently returned to England. After his 

recovery he had to re-join his battalion at the front, and continued to take part in the 

heavy fighting until he was wounded recently. He succumbed to his wounds on January 

17th. Avenall had many friends in Bletchingly and Godstone and they will be sorry to 

hear of his death. He was a native of Bramley near Guildford. He had been in the Surrey 

Constabulary nearly 5½ years and leaves a wife and six children.11 

 
William Avenall joined the Surrey Constabulary on 12th September 1910 aged 24, and 

was sworn in before H. A. Powell and R. L. Briscoe at Guildford on 16th September 

1910. His appointment number was 1570 and his collar number 55. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as Soldier having served with the Royal West Surrey 

Regiment for five years.  He was first stationed at Bletchingly before moving to 

Normandy and during his service he was promoted from 3rd class to 1st class Constable 

Age 24 

Height 5ô 11ò 

Complexion Pale 

 
11 Surrey Mirror 28 January 1916 
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Hair Dark Brown 

Eyes Brown 

Birth Place Gomshall 

 

Cuinchy remained during almost the whole of the war within range of German guns, 

and fighting British units and Field Ambulances established the cemeteries in the 

commune. Woburn Abbey Cemetery was named from a house on the East side of it 

used as Battalion Headquarters and as a Dressing Station. It was begun by the Royal 

Berkshire Regiment in June, 1915 and closed in January, 1916 on account of its exposed 

situation, but a few further burials were made as late as April, 1918. (CWGC site)  

 

 

 

 

 

PC 160 Noah Smithers  

Military Foot Police 

Died of Wounds 21 May 1916 Age 32 

 

 
 

 
Lance Corporal Smithers 

 

 

PC Smithers served as a Lance Corporal P/1978 in the Military Foot Police. PC 

Smithers was the son of Mrs Smithers, of Green Side, Ripley, Surrey and is buried in 
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Noeux-Les-Mines Communal Cemetery; Pas De Calais He enlisted at and gave his 

residence as Guildford.  

 

Age 22 

Height 5ô 10 İò 

Complexion Dark 

Hair DarkBrown 

Eyes Brown 

Birth Place Pyrford 

 

Noah Smithers joined the Surrey Constabulary on 26th June 1905 aged 22, and was 

sworn in before Col. Hadaway and Mr Alan Chandler at Guildford on 1st July 1905. 

His appointment number was 1456 and his collar number 160. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as Farm Labourer working for Mr Cleverley at Ripley.  

He was first stationed at Farnham later serving at Frimley Green, Virginia Water, 

Addlestone, Horley and finally Lingfield. During his service he was promoted from 

third class to 1st class Constable. On 6th September 1911 he was fined 10/- for being in 

the bar of a public house when off-duty for two and a quarter hours without reasonable 

excuse on 2nd September 

 
 

The Commonwealth forces from June 1915 to August 1917 used the Communal 

Cemetery at Noeux- les-Mines. Units and field ambulances carried out the earlier 

burials but in April 1917, the 7th Casualty Clearing Station began to use the cemetery. 

It contains 980 Commonwealth burials of the First World War. (CWGC site) 
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Royal Military Police badge 

 

 

 

Surrey Constabulary officers in the Military Police 1WW 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com Version 45 6 March 2025 54 

 
 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com Version 45 6 March 2025 55 

 

PC 252 Ernest Alfred Warrell  

17th Battalion Kings Royal Rifle Corps 

Died aged 27, 3 September 1916 

 

 
 

A Sergeant in the 17th Battalion Kings Royal Rifle Corps aged 27 when he died, PC 

Warrell was the son of David and Elizabeth Warrell, of Lingfield, Surrey. He enlisted 

in May 1915 and is buried in the Knightsbridge Cemetery, Mesnil-Martinsart.  

 

Having joined the Surrey Constabulary on 10th December 1912 aged 24, he was sworn 

in at Guildford before A. Chandler and J H Kenton on 12th December 1913. His 

appointment number was 1699 and his collar number 252. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as Bricklayerôs Labourer having been employed by Mr 

Head at Edenbridge, Kent. He was first stationed at Woking and during his service was 

promoted from 3rd class to 2nd class Constable 

Age 4 

Height 5ô 11ò 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Dark Brown 

Eyes Blue 

Birth Place Rickmansworth, Herts 

 

17th (Service) Battalion (British Empire League) Kings Royal Rifle Corps 

Formed in London on 16 May 1915, by the British Empire League. July 1915: attached 

to 117th Brigade, 39th Division.  
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This was the time of the new offensive on the Somme The cemetery, which is named 

from a communication trench, was begun at the outset of the Battle of the Somme in 

1916. Knightsbridge Cemetery contains 548 First World War burials, 141 of them 

unidentified. (CWGC site) 

 

 
Kingôs Royal Rifle Corps in the Trenches 

 

Lieut. Dimmer (winning a VC) Repairing a Machine-Gun While Exposed to the 

Fire of the Advancing Prussian Guard by Allan Stewart 
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PC 268 Donald Russell  

3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards 

 Killed in action age 24 14 September 1916  

 

PC Russell served as Private 23700 in the 3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards. Donald 

Russell was the son of John and Alice Russell, of 32, Lumley Rd., Horley. Donald was 

buried in the Guardsô Cemetery, Lesboeufs.  He enlisted at Kingston-on-Thames.  

 

 
 

Donald joined the Surrey Constabulary on 24th August 1914 aged 22, and was sworn in 

before Col. Ricardo at Guildford on 27 August 1914. His appointment number was 

1738 and his collar number 268. At the time of his appointment he gave his trade as 

Blacksmith working for D. Heale at Station Road, Horley.  He was first stationed at 

Esher and during his service he was promoted from 3rd class to 2nd class Constable. 

Age 22 

Height 5ô 10ò 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Hazel 

Birth Place Horley 

 

On the 14th September to the north east of Ginchy the 3rd Grenadier Guards went into 

the attack with dead lying everywhere. After 4 months on the Somme 95,675 British 

soldiers were dead with a total of allied losses 164,055. Lesboeufs was attacked by the 

Guards Division on 15 September 1916 and captured by them on the 25th. At the time 

of the Armistice, the cemetery consisted of only 40 graves (now Plot I), mainly those 

of officers and men of the 2nd Grenadier Guards who died on 25 September 1916, but 

it was very greatly increased when graves were brought in from the battlefields and 
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small cemeteries round Lesboeufs. There are now 3,136 casualties of the First World 

War buried or commemorated in this cemetery. 1,643 of the burials are unidentified. 
(CWGC site) 
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PC 141 Harry George Wise, Surrey Constabulary  

2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards 

Aged 26, 26 September 1916 

 

 
 

PC Wise served as a Private in the 2nd Battalion Coldstream Guards and is remembered 

on the Thiepval Memorial having died in the battle of the Somme.   

 

 

 
PC 141 probably Harry Wise 

 

He joined the Surrey Constabulary on 1st February 1912 aged 22 and was sworn in 

before Col. Ricardo and Col. Hadaway at Guildford on 16th February 1912. His 

appointment number was 1604 and his collar number 141. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as Gardener working for Mr Bowen at Stoke DôAbernon. 
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He was first stationed at Dorking and during his service he was promoted from 3rd class 

to 1st class Constable. Described as: 

Age 22 

Height 5ô 11ò 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown (curly) 

Eyes Blue 

Birth Place Long Ditton 

 

 

 
Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 7 October 1916 

 

 

On 1 July 1916, supported by a French attack to the south, thirteen divisions of 

Commonwealth forces launched an offensive on a line from north of Gommecourt to 

Maricourt. Despite a preliminary bombardment lasting seven days, the German 

defences were barely touched and the attack met unexpectedly fierce resistance. Losses 

were catastrophic and with only minimal advances on the southern flank, the initial 

attack was a failure. In the following weeks, huge resources of manpower and 

equipment were deployed in an attempt to exploit the modest successes of the first day. 

 

However, the German Army resisted tenaciously and repeated attacks and counter 

attacks meant a major battle for every village, copse and farmhouse gained. At the end 

of September, Thiepval was finally captured.  The village had been an original objective 

of 1 July. Attacks north and east continued throughout October and into November in 

increasingly difficult weather conditions. The Battle of the Somme finally ended on 18 

November with the onset of winter. The Thiepval Memorial, the Memorial to the 

Missing of the Somme, bears the names of more than 72,000 officers and men of the 

United Kingdom and South African forces who died in the Somme sector before 20 

March 1918 and have no known grave. Over 90% of those commemorated died 

between July and November 1916. (CWGC site) 
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PC 74 William Payne  

3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards 

Died of Wounds age 25 6 October 1916  

 

William Payne served as Private 23683 of the 3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards.  PC 

Payne was the 25 year old son of Benjamin Payne, of Three Bridges, Worth, Sussex 

and is buried Ste. Marie Cemetery, Le Havre He enlisted at Kingston-on-Thames.  

 

 
 

He joined the Surrey Constabulary on 16th November 1914 aged 23, and was sworn in 

at Guildford before Col. Ricardo and J. H. Kenton Esq. On 27th November 1914. His 

appointment number was 1755 and his collar number 74. At the time of his appointment 

he gave his trade as Farm Hand working for Mr H Gregory. During his service he was 

promoted from 3rd class to 2nd class Constable. 

Age 23 

Height 5ô 10ò 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Fair 

Eyes Hazel 

Birth Place Three Bridges, Sussex 

 

During the First World War, Le Havre was one of the ports at which the British 

Expeditionary Force disembarked in August 1914. Except for a short interval during 

the German advance in 1914 it remained No 1 Base throughout the war and by the end 

of May 1917, it contained three general and two stationary hospitals, and four 

convalescent depots. The first Commonwealth burials took place in Division 14 of Ste 

Marie Cemetery in mid August 1914. Burials in Divisions 19, 3, 62 and 64 followed 
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successively. In all 1,689 Commonwealth casualties of the First World War are buried 

or commemorated in the cemetery. (CWGC site) 
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PC 23 Henry John Gascoyne DCM Guildford  Borough 

1st Battalion Coldstream Guards 

Killed in Action age 35 on the 1 January 1917 

Sergeant Major12 

 

 
 

PC Gascoyne served as a Sergeant Major number 3360 in the 1st Battalion 

Coldstream Guards and was awarded a Distinguished Conduct Medal a very 

high award for a non-commissioned officer. He was killed in action in France 

when aged 35 the son of John Henry Gascoyne, of Leamington, Warwickshire; husband 

of Nellie Elsie Yarnall (formerly Gascoyne), of Lloyds Bank Chambers, Henrietta St., 

London. PC Gascoyne was a former Constable, Guildford Police Force. He is buried in 

the Sailly-Saillisel British Cemetery He enlisted in Warwick having resigned from the 

Borough on 4th August 1914 as war broke out to join the Colours.  

 

 
Police Review April 1917 

 

 
12 They Guarded Guildford Richard Ford 1969 
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He joined Guildford Borough on 22nd February 1907 aged 25, and was sworn in at the 

townôs Police Station before the Mayor J. Baker Esq. On 7th March 1907. His 

appointment number was 61 and his collar number 23. At the time of his appointment 

he gave his trade as Carpenter, although he had previously served for seven years with 

the Coldstream Guards. During his service he was promoted from 4th class to 1st class  

Constable. 

 

   
 

First photo has PCs HJ Gascoyne standing and sitting is PC J Gascoyne. Centre 

is Henry and on the right PC H Gascoyne.  Photo taken 29 November 1911 

Are they brothers? 

 

Age 25 

Height 5ô 11 İò 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Brown 

Birthplace St Johns, Leamington, Warwickshire 
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Sailly-Saillisel, standing at the north end of a ridge, was the objective of French attacks 

in September and October 1916, and was captured on 18 October. The cemetery was 

made after the Armistice when graves were brought in from small burial grounds and 

isolated positions chiefly south and east of the village. The cemetery now contains 765 

burials and commemorations of the First World War. (CWGC site) 

 

Additional research by Phil Badham 
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Henry John Gascoyne 3360 1Battalion Coldstream Guards was killed in Action aged 

35yrs on the 1 January 1917. Date of Birth: 1882/83, Leamington Warwickshire in  

1882/83, son of John Henry Gascoyne and Annie Elizabeth Gascoyne (nee Griffin), his 

parents having a total of nine children. In 1899 aged about 16/17, he joined the 

Coldstream Guards and served for seven years.  

 

As a Corporal, Gascoyne was awarded the Queens South Africa Medal and the Kings 

South Africa medal. The first was awarded to military personnel who served in the Boer 

War in South Africa between October 1899 and May 1902, and the second for those in 

theatre after 1 January 1902 and had completed 18 monthsô service by 1 June that year. 

He was based in London when on 22 February 1907 when he was appointed to the 

Guildford Borough Police and served, as Police Constable 23 but was not sworn in until 

7 March 1908 by the Mayor at Guildford Police Station.  

 

On 10 November 1908, aged 25, he married Nellie Balchin (aged 19) at St Saviours 

Church, Guildford. Nellie was from Guildford and the 1901 records showed she lived 

at that time with her parents at 122 Addison Road, Guildford. In later years Nellie 

appears in the records as Nellie Elsie Yarnall (formally Gascoyne) of Lloyds Bank 

Chambers, Henrietta St., London. In 1911 Henry and Nellie lived with their 3-year-old 

nephew Archie Love, at 2 Mary Rd, Guildford.  

 

In his Police service he rose from Constable 4th Class to Constable 1st Class by 

February 1911. He was twice commended for stopping runaway horses in Guildford. 

However, his record wasnôt spotless; he was reprimanded for partaking of refreshments 

in a public house whilst on duty (for which he was fined 5 shillings), and for "gossiping" 

with another Constable whilst on duty (he lost one day's leave as punishment). On 4 

August 1914, at the outbreak of the First World War, he re-joined the Coldstream 

Guards serving with the 1st Battalion as a Private.  

 

In August 1914 the Battalion was stationed at Aldershot as part of the 1st (Guards) 

Brigade of the 1st Division. They mobilised for war and moved to France as part of the 

British Expeditionary Force. It was engaged in various actions on the Western Front, 

including in 1914 The Battle of Mons and the subsequent retreat, The Battles of the 

Marne, the Aisne and the First Battle of Ypres. In 1915, the battalion saw action at the 

Battle of Aubers, and the Battle of Loos; the following year saw them fighting at the 

Battles of Albert, Bazentin, Pozieres, Flers-Courcelette and The Battle of Morval.  

In 1915, Henry Gascoyne was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM). The 

notice appeared on page 6132 of the London Gazette dated 23 June 1915 with the 

notice: "The King has been graciously pleased to approve of the award of the 

Distinguished Conduct Medal...for acts of gallantry and devotion to duty whilst serving 

with the Expeditionary Force in France and Flanders". On 30 June the Gazette 

published the citation (on page 6377) and that the award was "For conspicuous gallantry 
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throughout the campaign in continually volunteering for dangerous patrol work, and 

bringing in valuable information".  

 

He was promoted to Company Sergeant Major, which was published in the Leamington 

Spar Courier on 30th April 1915, along with reference to his DCM and his fatherôs 

address of ("Modwena") no. 78 Tachbrook Street, Leamington Spa. During the last 

week of August 1915, Henry received the award at a ceremony at Windsor Castle. In 

the summer of 1916 Henry was invalided home from the front with rheumatic fever, 

and, after some months in hospital, served as a Sergeant Instructor at Windsor. He 

returned to the front on 21 September that year. He was twice offered a commission but 

turned it down.  

 

Henry was killed in action on 1 January 1917 aged 34 and was buried in the British 

Cemetery at Sailly-Saillisel on the Somme in France. The Battalion War Diary for 31st 

December 1916/1st January 1917 states: 31st Dec. Place Maltzhorn, "[Companies] 

paraded at 4pm and marched up to Combles area and were distributed as follows - No 

1 [Company] T18 Central, No 2 [Company] Haie Wood No 3 & 4 [Companies] in 

Combles trenches. 1st Jan 1917 Place Combles, "No 2 & 3 [Companies] went on 

carrying fatigue to Saillisel Chateau during the morning. Relieved 3rd [Battalion, 

Coldstream Guards] in the line. Relief complete 8.10pm. No 2 [Company] right front 

No 1 [Company] left front, No 3 [Company] support & No 4 [Company] Reserve".  

 

His wife received a letter from another pre-War Guildford Constable, serving in the 

Coldstream Guards, Signaller Bruce Goodwin, which was published in the Surrey 

Advertiser newspaper of 17th January 1917, explaining what happened to her husband. 

"With the sincerest regret I am writing to tell you that poor old Harry was killed on the 

night of the 1st of this month. At the time I was putting a telephone in the front line and 

seeing a stretcher pass, asked who it was. They said "[Sergeant] Gascoyne". I had a 

look and he was quite dead. Harry was looking at a gap in the wire when a flare light 

went up and he and the man with him both jumped into a shell hole. A sniper fired at 

them and the bullet penetrated Harry's brain. When we were relieved after our tour in 

the trenches I went and saw his grave. It is situated at the back of a chateau at ------, 

with a neat cross at the head. [Sergeant] Semcox and the men of his platoon join me in 

offering you our sincerest sympathy in your sad loss. He was a good chum and a 

splendid soldier". Mrs Gascoyne also received a letter of sympathy from Henry's 

Captain, Cecil Green, and the Reverend F W Head, the chaplain who conducted Henry's 

burial service. Captain Green said Henry was "far away the best sergeant in my 

company and I feel his loss both as a soldier and a friend. To my mind he was the ideal 

of what a soldier should be."  
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Ps Goodwin wounded three times in action. Wrote to the widow of PC Gascoyne
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PC 79 Frank James Joyce 

3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Irish Guards 

Died aged 34 3 March 1917 

 

PC Joyce served in the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Irish Guards as Drummer 6598. He 

enlisted in Guildford and gave his residence as Peckham. He is buried at Grangegorman 

Military Cemetery, County Dublin, Ireland, which may indicate that he was wounded 

and sent home.  

 

 
 

Frank Joyce joined the Surrey Constabulary on 17th September 1913 aged 30, and was 

sworn in at Guildford before Col. Hadaway and Sir P. Magnus on 19th September 1913. 

His appointment number was 1684 and his collar number 79. PC Joyce had previously 

served in the army from 19th July 1897 to 7th March 1902.  

 

He was first stationed at Addlestone and during his service was promoted from 3rd class 

to 2nd class Constable. 

Age 30 

Height 5ô 9ò 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Dark Brown 

Eyes Blue 

Birth Place Dublin 

 

Grangegorman Military Cemetery, County Dublin, Ireland 

The cemetery was opened in 1876 and was used for the burial of British service 

personnel and near relatives. It contains war graves from both world wars. Some of the 

graves were re-located to this site at a later date (nine from King George V Hospital 

grounds, two from Trinity College grounds, three from Portobello (Barracks) 

Cemetery, two from Drogheda (Little Calvary) Cemetery and one from Oranmore Old 

Graveyard). The ñLeinsterò graves are in several trenches in the different 

denominational plots. A Screen Wall Memorial of a simple design standing nearly two 

metres high and fifteen metres long has been built of Irish limestone to commemorate 

the names of those war casualties whose graves lie elsewhere in Ireland and can no 
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longer be maintained. Arranged before this memorial are the headstones of the war dead 

buried in Cork Military Cemetery but now commemorated here. There are now 613 

Commonwealth burials of the 1914-1918 War.  
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PC 85 Alfred James Weller  

Household Battalion (2nd Life Guards) 

Died age 26 3 May 1917 

 

 
 

PC Weller served as a Lance Corporal number 66 in the Household Battalion 

(Previously 3687 2nd Life Guards).  The son of Henry and Elizabeth Weller, of Anyards 

Rd., Cobham, Surrey he is buried in the Roeux British Cemetery. 

 

He enlisted at Guildford and gave his residence as Cobham Joined the Surrey 

Constabulary on 6th April 1914 aged 23, and was sworn in at Guildford before Col 

Ricardo and J N Renton on 11th April 1914. His appointment number was 1715 and his 

collar number 85. At the time of his appointment he gave his trade as Baker working 

for Keen and Sons at Godalming. He was first stationed at Dorking and during his 

service he was promoted from 3rd class to 2 class Constable 

 

Age 23 

Height 5ô 9 İò 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Blue 

Birth Place Cobham 

 

 

During the First World War, the Regiment saw action at Mons, Le Cateau, The Marne, 

Ypres, Loos, Poelcappelle, Passchendale and most notably at Zandvoorde where the 

Life Guards lost two complete squadrons 
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Roeux was built over a system of caves, which helped to make its capture in 1917 

exceptionally difficult. On 12 April the 9th (Scottish) Division attacked the area without 

success. The chemical works close to the railway station were taken by the 51st 

(Highland) Division on 22 April, and after incessant fighting the village was cleared by 

the same Division on 14 May. The chemical works were lost on 16 May, and it was 

finally taken by the 51st Division on the following 26 August. Fighting units between 

April  and November 1917 made Roeux British Cemetery. The cemetery contains 350 

burials and commemorations of the First World War. (CWGC site) 
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PC 269 Charles Henry Childs 

2nd Battalion Royal Berkshire Regiment  

Died aged 29 2 December 1917 

 

PC Childs served as a Sergeant in the 2nd Battalion Royal Berkshire Regiment. He died 

aged 29 the son of Charles and Elizabeth Childs, of Ling Cottage, Lightwater, Bagshot, 

Surrey, and the husband of Maud E. Childs, of 14, Brooklyn Terrace, North Holmwood, 

Dorking. He is remembered on the Tyne Cot Memorial. Henry Childs enlisted in 

Reading when he gave his residence as North Holmwood, Surrey. 

 

 
 

Charles Childs joined the Surrey Constabulary on 1st April 1913 aged 26, and was 

sworn in on 11th April at Guildford before Col. Ricardo and H. Kenton Esq. His 

appointment number was 1667 and his collar number 269. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as a Gardener, being at that time employed by his father 

at Bagshot, although he had previously served with the Royal Berkshire Regiment from 

29th December 1904 to 13th November 1912.He was first stationed at Dorking and 

during his service was promoted from 3rd class to 1st class Constable 

Age 26 

Height 5ô 11ò 

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Auburn 

Eyes Blue 

Birth Place Hertford 

 

The Tyne Cot Memorial is one of four memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders, 

which cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. Broadly speaking, the Salient 

stretched from Langemarck in the north to the northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the 
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south, but it varied in area and shape throughout the war. In 1917 Commonwealth forces 

to divert German attention from a weakened French front further south mounted the 

Third Battle of Ypres. The initial attempt in June to dislodge the Germans from the 

Messines Ridge was a complete success, but the main assault northeastward, which 

began at the end of July, quickly became a dogged struggle against determined 

opposition and the rapidly deteriorating weather. The campaign finally came to a close 

in November with the capture of Passchendaele. The battles of the Ypres Salient 

claimed many lives on both sides and it quickly became clear that the commemoration 

of members of the Commonwealth forces with no known grave would have to be 

divided between several different sites. The site of the Menin Gate was chosen because 

of the hundreds of thousands of men who passed through it on their way to the 

battlefields in the case of United Kingdom casualties before 16 August 1917. Those 

United Kingdom who died after that date are named on the memorial at Tyne Cot, a 

site that marks the furthest point reached by Commonwealth forces in Belgium until 

nearly the end of the war. The Tyne Cot Memorial now bears the names of almost 

35,000 officers and men whose graves are not known.  (CWGC site) 

 
 

 

Tyne Cot Memorial: Visited by Dave Powell June 2011 
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PC 214 Harry Noakes 

Sergeant Hampshire Regiment 15th (Hampshire Yeomanry) Battalion 

Died age 28 9 August 1918 

 

 
 

PC Noakes was a Sergeant number 204669 in the Hampshire Regiment 15th (Hampshire 

Yeomanry) Battalion. He died age 28 the husband of Alice Annie Noakes, of 2, 

Woodside Cottages, Ewhurst Road, Cranleigh. Harry Noakes was killed at 

Tynecotstraat and is remembered on the Tyne Cot Memorial. PC Noakes enlisted at 

Winchester when he gave his residence as Crowborough, Hants.  

 

Harry Noakes joined the Surrey Constabulary on 16th September 1912 aged 22, and was 

sworn in at Guildford before Col. Ricardo and Capt Briscoe on 20th September 1912. 

His appointment number was 1630 and his collar number 214. At the time of his 

appointment his gave his trade as Groom working for Mr Les Chattas at Highams.  

Age 22 

Height 5ô 10ò 

Complexion Pale 

Hair Dark Brown 

Eyes Hazel 

Birth Place Hadlow Down, Sussex 

There were considerable allied advances throughout the Western Front during the 

second week of August 1918. The Tyne Cot Memorial is one of four memorials to the 

missing in Belgian Flanders, which cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. Broadly 

speaking, the Salient stretched from Langemarck in the north to the northern edge in 

Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it varied in area and shape throughout the war. In 

1917 the Third Battle of Ypres was an offensive mounted by Commonwealth forces to 

divert German attention from a weakened French front further south. The initial attempt 

in June to dislodge the Germans from the Messines Ridge was a complete success, but 

the main assault northeastward, which began at the end of July, quickly became a 

dogged struggle against determined opposition and the rapidly deteriorating weather. 

The campaign finally came to a close in November with the capture of Passchendaele. 

The battles of the Ypres Salient claimed many lives on both sides and it quickly became 
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clear that the commemoration of members of the Commonwealth forces with no known 

grave would have to be divided between several different sites. The site of the Menin 

Gate was chosen because of the hundreds of thousands of men who passed through it 

on their way to the battlefields in the case of United Kingdom casualties before 16 

August 1917. Those United Kingdom who died after that date are named on the 

memorial at Tyne Cot, a site that marks the furthest point reached by Commonwealth 

forces in Belgium until nearly the end of the war. The Tyne Cot Memorial now bears 

the names of almost 35,000 officers and men whose graves are not known. (CWGC site) 

 

 
Tyne Cot visited by Dave Powell June 2011 

 

 

Cranleigh War Memorial  2014 
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PC 208 William Henry George Fortman 

 1st Mountain Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery  

Died age 28 18 October 1918 

 

 
 

 
October 1917 RGA photo of members of the Surrey Constabulary  

 

William Fortman served as Gunner 160284 in the 1st Mountain Battery, Royal Garrison 

Artillery and died aged 29 the husband of Dorothy Joy Fortman, of 2, Bristol Cottages, 

Thistlecroft, Hersham, Walton-on-Thames. He died in India and is buried in the 

Rawalpindi War Cemetery having enlisted at Kingston-on-Thames.  

 

PC Fortman joined the Surrey Constabulary on 9th March 1912 aged 22 and was sworn 

in on 15th March 1912 at Guildford before Col. Ricardo and Col. Hadaway. His 

appointment number was 1607 and his collar number 208. At the time of his 

appointment he gave his trade as a Grocers Porter working for Mr S Smith at Kirkdale, 

Sydenham, London.  He was first stationed at Hersham and during his service was 

promoted from 3rd class to 1st class Constable. 
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On 2nd November 1914 he was commended and awarded £2 for prompt action in a fire 

by which life was no doubt saved. 

 

On 12/13 October 1916 he missed 3 conference points and made a false entry in a 

journal for which he was fined 3 days pay and severely reprimanded 
 

 

Age 

 

22 

Height 6  ̀

Complexion Fresh 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Blue 

Birth Place Rotherhithe, London 

 

 

 

In 1914 the Royal Artillery consisted of three separate forces: The Royal Horse 

Artillery ï RHA (ñthe galloping gunnersò); the Royal Field Artillery ï RFA (ñthe 

gunnersò); and the Royal Garrison Artillery ï RGA (ñthe heavy gunnersò), comprising 

in total 93,000 officers and other ranks, totalling 550 batteries. By 1918 the Royal 

Artillery numbered in France and Flanders 548,780 gunners totalling 2,161 batteries. 

These figures do not include artillery raised during the war by the Indian Army and the 

Dominions; whose numbers would take the total to more than 1 million men.  

 

Rawalpindi War Cemetery contains 257 Commonwealth burials of the First World 

War, connected mainly with the operations on the North-West Frontier. (CWGC site) 

 

1919 April 11: Surrey Mirror: Police War Record : The Chief Constable in a report 

to the Standing Joint Committee stated that 50 constables who had been serving in the 

army had returned to their duties.  

 

The following constables had been decorated for their services: Walter Tuppen DCM; 

Thomas Runnegar MM; Henry Brand MM. 

 

The following constables had been wounded: W Stevens, WH Duke, W Tuppen, W 

Hall, G Abdy, JR Butterfield, G Knight, WH Head, J Sawyer, JA Hancock, P Claxton, 

C Andrews, A Pease. 

 

The following had been permanently incapacitated through wounds: PCs C Farrow, G 

Moore, P Best. 

 

As far as we know the undermentioned have been killed or died on service: PC H 

Bullen, C Childs, H Wise, W Paine, W Avenell, E Brattle, H Noakes, J Freemantle, T 

Fremantle, N Smithers, D Russell, AE Warrell 
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Police Constable 3 Robert Reginald Lawrence 

Reigate Borough Police 

Military Foot Police 

Meritorious Service Medal 

Mentioned in Despatches Twice 

Died Bethnal Green Military Hospital 

 20 July 1919 

 

 
Lance Corporal Lawrence 13 

To the Chief Constable:  

 

The circumstances of the death of PC Robert Lawrence have been recovered during a 

larger piece of work researching all Surrey police officers who served with the Colours 

during the First World War.  

 

The aim of this paper is to bring to the notice of Surrey Police that one of their former 

members of a constituent police force, Reigate Borough Police, died as a result of 

military service during the First World War. His death is not recognised on Surrey 

 
13 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 18 September 1915 From Henry Pelham email 16 August 2019 
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Police war memorials. Evidence that he served in the Reigate Borough Police and the 

Military Foot Police and the circumstances of his death are included in this letter. 

 

To correct this failure of 100 years I propose that an additional memorial be purchased, 

similar in style to that of the recently crafted Guildford Borough Police memorial to be 

placed with the other memorials in Mount Browne. No costs will fall on the police 

budget. 

 

Should you agree this proposal, which has the agreement of Kevin Morris, chairman of   

both Retired Comrades and NARPO I will work with those organisations and the Police 

Federation to raise the necessary money to purchase a plaque similar in style to the 

recent Guildford Borough Police memorial correcting a similar wrong. 

 

Robert Lawrence was appointed Reigate Borough Police 25 March 1913 age 23 

advancing through the pay grades, even whilst serving in the armed forces: 

 

Appointed 1st grade @ 25/- 25 March 1913 

Confirmed by Watch Committee, 16 March 1914 

Second grade @ £1.7.0 25 March 1914 

New scale @ £1.9.0 10 April 1914 

Fourth grade @ £1.10.0 25 March 1916 

Fifth grade @ £1.11.0 25 March 1918 14 

 

From Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum:15 First record found is as Military Foot 

Policeman a sergeant in 1908 that indicates he had some previous military service 

before joining the police.  

 

Police officers serving with the military during the First World War remained members 

of their Force and their military service counted towards their pension. This is how PC 

Lawrence was to advance to the fifth grade on 25 March 1918 whilst he was a sergeant 

in the Military Foot Police. Pay was also made up from what they would have received 

as policemen to what the military paid. 

 

PC Lawrence enlisted in Military Foot Police as lance corporal 21 June 1915 service 

number P/1824 

 

Acting sergeant when mentioned in despatches: 

 

Mention in Despatches (LG Issue 30101 of 29.5.1917 page 5326)  

Mention in Despatches (LG Issue 30445 of 24.12.1917 page 13492)16 

 
14 CC98/22/29 Surrey History Centre August 2019 
15 From Dee Hutchison 18 August 2019 with detail from Ancestry email 
16 Richard Callaghan Military Police Museum curator 19 August 2019 email 
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Resigned from Reigate Borough Police 30 April  1919 

 

Military Police sergeant when awarded the Meritorious Service Medal 3 June 1919 17 

 

Reported he had died in Bethnal Green Military Hospital on 20 July 1919.18 The 

hospital record is an alphabetical list of patients and Lawrence appears twice, once in 

1908 and again in 1919. No medical information is given. 

 

The Reigate Borough chief constable's annual report for the year ending 31 December 

1919 states: ñPC 3 Robert Reginald Lawrence resigned whilst serving in HM Forces 

and afterwards died.ò19  

 

Unfortunately, there are no reasons given for the resignation or the cause of death. It is 

possible that the resignation was an acceptance that Lawrence would not return and that 

he intended to make a career in the Army. He had been successful. He was a sergeant 

with two mentions in despatches and had been awarded a Meritorious Service Medal. 

Or, it may have been that he knew he was dying and that his resignation was to obtain 

some financial advantage for his descendants. 

 

His death is recorded, and a copy of the certificate has been obtained diagnosing the 

cause following a postmortem at the Bethnal Green Military Hospital:20 

 

1. Pityriasis rubra 2 months 

2. Nephritis  

 

(Pityriasis rubra pilaris is the name given to a group of uncommon skin disorders. The 

name means scaling (pityriasis), redness (rubra) 

 

Nephritis is a killer as kidneys fail through an inflammation though it is unlikely to 

follow from pityriasis in any form. It is, however, something that is frequently caused 

as a result of exposure to a toxin, poison, virus, or infection. We may never know now 

buy we can safely assume that during his time at War he would have been exposed to 

some, if not all, of those dangers.) 21 

 

 
17 London Gazette 31370 - Page 6911 known as the Peace Gazette. 
18 The Reigate Borough Police conduct book (CC98/22/29) 
19 The Reigate Borough Chief Constable's annual report for the year ending 31 Dec 1919 (CC98/22/1) 
20 Death certificate DYE 400787 1919 Death Bethnal Green North East obtained by Jean Pelham 27 

August 2019 
21 Medical comments from a medical general practitioner to Robert Bartlett email 28 August 
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Death Certificate 

 

There are parallels between PC Lawrenceôs death and the influenza pandemic of 1918 

and 1919, which killed an estimated 50 million people worldwide ï more than the First 

World War. There is no memorial to the victims of influenza, except for those who died 

in service remembered in the cemeteries and on the memorials of the CWGC. Up to a 

million service personnel from combatant nations lost their lives to the flu virus.22 

 

Is PC Lawrence a victim of the war? Is that the right question? Has the casualty to die 

as a direct result of enemy action? It would appear that an individual can become 

memorialised for being in the armed forces during the war and soon thereafter and 

dying. It is difficult to understand 100 years on how he became ill, was the illness the 

reason behind his resignation from the Reigate Borough Police and how his illness 

resulted in death. Were the illnesses a direct consequence of his war service? Was he 

gassed? Was he poisoned when in France? These are now unanswerable questions. 

 

He had served in the Reigate Borough Police and was a member until a few weeks 

before he died. He had been called to serve the Colours and it is clear from the death 

certificate that he was then, primarily a Military Police Sergeant, the word Policeman 

is entered under occupation.  

 

It was accepted that he was a casualty of war within the criteria of the War Graves 

Commission, is listed on their website and is remembered on the war memorial for the 

Streatham area where he was brought up. Therefore the actual cause of death or modern 

interpretation is possibly irrelevant. He was in the armed forces because of the war and 

died in parallel circumstances to flu victims who are memorialised.  

 

 
22 https://www.cwgc.org/learn/news-and-events/news/2018/11/05/11/22/spanish-flu 
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That should be good enough for us! 

 

The following points support the proposal to have PC Lawrence added to the Surrey 

Constabulary war memorials: 

 

1. Lawrenceôs final illness could have been brought on by infection, toxins, 

poisons, viruses and auto immunity difficulties.  All the causations could safely 

be assumed resulted from his service.23 

2. Lawrence has an entry in Commonwealth War Graves Commission records24 

3. Named on Streatham cemetery war memorial, the area he came from 

4. Named on the Royal Military Police Roll of Honour 

5. Died in Bethnal Green military hospital 

6. Was a serving member of the Reigate Borough Police when he joined the 

military police 

7. Was still recognised as a member in March 1918 when he was advanced to the 

fifth grade. 

8. Resigned from the police after the war 30 April 1919 then died in July 1919 

 

It is clear that PC Lawrence served for four years during the war. Had he not been called 

up it is likely that he would have continued policing in Surrey. Therefore he was a direct 

casualty of war and died as a soldier having resigned some eleven weeks from Reigate 

Borough Police before his death. 

 

The cause of death is not always explicit on the War Graves Commission site nor to 

qualify the death does not need to be killed by direct enemy action.25 The following 

entries are in the Surrey Constabulary Roll of Honour26 and the remembered on the war 

memorial in Mount Browne. They explicitly show that death was not necessarily a 

direct result of enemy action: 

 

¶ PC Joyce an Irishman 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Irish Guards buried in Dublin 

military cemetery died 3 March 1917. Why he was in Dublin and why he died 

is not listed. 

¶ PC William Fortman served as Gunner 160284 in the 1st Mountain Battery, 

Royal Garrison Artillery and died aged 29 in India and is buried in the 

Rawalpindi War Cemetery 18 October 1918 

 
23 Medical comments from a medical general practitioner to Robert Bartlett email 28 August 
24 https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-war-

dead/results?firstName=Robert&lastName=Lawrence&country=United%2BKingdom&cemetery=Strea

tham%2BPark%2BCemetery 
25 The CWGC are responsible for the commemoration of personnel who died between 

4 August 1914 and 31 August 1921 whilst serving in a Commonwealth military force or specified 

auxiliary organisation and personnel who died after they were discharged from a Commonwealth military 

force, if their death was caused by their wartime service. 
26 www.surrey-constabulary.com 
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¶ PC Cone died in a flying accident when under training May 1943 with the 

RAFVR 

¶ PC Edwards killed 9 July 1944 in a motor accident in the Central Mediterranean 

Theatre of War whilst serving in the Royal Armoured Corps. 

¶ PC Muncaster was a Gunner with 17 Field Regt. Royal Artillery who was killed 

4 October 1944 in Italy as a result of a battle accident and buried in the Santerno 

Valley War Cemetery 

¶ PC Farquhar Military Police died 22 November 1944 in a motor accident in 

West Bromwich 

¶ Junior Police Clerk Heming RNVR killed 7 December 1944 under flight 

training 

¶ PC Hines RAFVR is buried in Bulawayo Cemetery killed 19 February 1945 

under flight training 27 

 

Agreement of the Chief Constable 

  

As a result of this paper the Chief Constable Gavin Stevens agreed that a memorial 

could be placed in Mount Browne alongside existing war memorials and moved to the 

new HQ as and when this became necessary. 

 

Presentation of Memorial to Robert Lawrence 

 

On the 30 October 2019 in Reigate Town Hall the location of the Reigate Borough 

Police HQ, in the presence of the His Worshipful the Mayor of Reigate and Banstead, 

Lady Louise OôConnor Deputy Lieutenant for the County of Surrey, Sir Denis 

OôConner former chief constable  of Surrey Police and once Her Majestyôs Chief 

Inspector of Constabulary, Chief Constable Gavin Stevens, David Munro the Police 

and Crime Commissioner for Surrey the memorial was passed from Surrey Police 

Retired Comrades Association to the chief constable. 

 

Programme Robert Lawrence 

30 October 2019 

 

 

1015 CASPER ñon paradeò with standards and greet/direct visitors; Mayorôs staff to 

direct them to Mayorôs Parlour from top of stairs 

 

1030 Robert Bartlett introduce the Mayor 

 

The Worshipful the Mayor of the Borough of Reigate and Banstead Cllr Keith 

Foreman 

 
27 http://www.surrey-constabulary.com/roll-of-honour.html 
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1030-1035 Mayor ï welcome to Reigate Town Hall the former HQ of the Reigate 

Borough Police: Lady Louise OôConnor Deputy Lord Lieutenant, Sir Denis OôConnor 

former Chief Constable of Surrey and HMCIC, Chief Constable, Gavin Stephens, 

members of the National Association of Retired Police Officers, Surrey Police Retired 

Comrades Association, and guests. We are here to remember and give our thanks to a 

former member of the proud Reigate Borough Police, who died during his service in 

the army. He served during and immediately after the First World War. This morning 

the Chief Constable will receive a bronze memorial that will forever keep PC 

Lawrenceôs memory alive. 

 

 
Entrance to Reigate Borough Police HQ and Courts 

 

1035-1040 Robert Bartlett - retired chief superintendent Surrey Police (including 

Eastern Division Reigate) ï police historian - Outline of policing during the First World 

War in Surrey including Reigate Borough Police  

 

1040-1045 Kevin Morris chair of Retired Comrades and National Association Retired 

Police Officers Surrey branch, retired chief superintendent Surrey Police (including 

Eastern Division Reigate) PC3 Robert Lawrence Reigate Borough Police his life and 

service 
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1050 - 1055 Kevin Morris as chairman of the retired officerôs organisations present the 

memorial to Chief Constable honouring Robert Lawrenceôs memory from his comrades 

and the people of this Borough of Reigate and his Country. Memorial funded entirely 

by subscription from voluntary police organisations, retired officers and supporters of 

the history of the police and military. No matter when they served, they remain a 

member of our police family. 

 

1055 ï 1100 Chief Constable receives memorial with a short explanation of it being 

placed with others in Mount Browne to be moved in due course to the new county 

HQ. Thank those involved in the project, the historians and fundraisers both police, 

military and friends. 

 

 

 

Cllr Keith Foreman 

 

Mayor of Reigate  

Gavin Stephens Chief Constable   

,ÁÄÙ ,ÏÕÉÓÅ /ȭ#ÏÎÎÏÒ 

DL 

Deputy Lord Lieutenant  

3ÉÒ $ÅÎÉÓ /ȭ#ÏÎÎÏÒ #"% Former HM Chief 

Inspector of 

Constabulary 

Former Chief Constable 

Surrey 

David Munro Police and Crime 

Commissioner 

 

Kevin Morris QPM 

Former Chief 

Superintendent Reigate 

Chairman Surrey Police 

Retired Comrades 

Association 

Chairman Surrey Branch 

National Association 

Retired Police Officers 

Tony Suter Volunteer Treasurer and 

Welfare officer 

Chairman Surrey Police 

Retired Comrades 

Association 

Jean Pelham Assisted with the 

research 

 

Henry Pelham Assisted with the 

research 

Direct descendant 

Inspector Donaldson 

killed on duty 1855 

Barrie Friend Assisted with the 

research 

Battlefield Tour Guide 

Dee Hutchison Assisted with the 

research 

Secretary Friends of 

Surrey Infantry and 

Queens Royal Surrey 

Regiment 

 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com Version 45 6 March 2025 87 

Richard Callaghan  

 

Assisted with the 

research 

Royal Military Police 

Museum Curator 

 

Robert Bartlett 

Former Chief 

Superintendent Reigate 

Police Historian 

Retired Surrey Police 

officer 

Life Vice President 

Surrey Police Retired 

Comrades Association 

Casper Christian Ducket Surrey Police Standard Bearer 

Casper Surrey Police Standard Bearer 

Tony Forward  

Former Chief 

Superintendent Reigate 

 

Retired Surrey 

Constabulary police 

officer 

Life Vice President 

Surrey Police Retired 

Comrades Association 

Tony Davie Retired Surrey Police 

officer 

Held up in traffic did not 

arrive 

David Morley Retired Surrey Police 

officer 

 

Harry Sales Retired Surrey Police 

officer 

 

Francesca Sales   

Ken Hewitt Retired Surrey Police 

officer  

East Surrey welfare 

representative 

Samantha Paris -ÁÙÏÒȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ  

Paul Danbury -ÁÙÏÒȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ  

Frank Etheridge Reigate and Banstead 

Council 

Strategic Head of 

Neighbourhood Services 

 

 

Robert Bartlett : Lawrence Memorial Dedication Ceremony 

 

Reigate Borough Police was a small very effective force from 1865 to 1943 ï probably 

the first in the country to police from the sky and with high-powered motorcars. 

 

It was one of three police forces in rural surrey with in 1914 a strength of 40 men but 

to be reduced dramatically by a 50% cut in manpower and an enormous growth in 

demand. Chief Constable is that familiar! 

 

In England and Wales in 1914 there were 58 county and 130 city or borough police 

forces employing 53,373 officers.  

 

At the turn of the century police forces recruited many men from the army which may 

have been a good idea but 
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As war was declared immediately 2,624 officers who were Reservists were called up 

and a further 3,422 enlisted voluntarily.  

 

6000 men lost as an ever-expanding list of war related tasks came down from 

government 

 

20-25% of the Force nationally lost to the army before Christmas. 

 

By the end of 1914 across England and Wales there were 150,000 men sworn in as 

special constables in an attempt to replace lost regular officers.  

 

Throughout the war police were seen as a pool of fit, able, reliable men and the army, 

particularly the military police, continually sought to recruit them. Chief Constables 

struggled but mostly lost the argument, to restrict recruiting. 

 

Police officer numbers were savagely cut in the Surrey Constabulary reducing 

from about 370/245  

 

Reigate Borough taking a 50% reduction 40/20 

 

Guildford Borough about 30/15  

 

From 1915 police were barred from recruiting until 1919 

 

Some idea of the nature of the work undertaken by PC Lawrence before he joined the 

army: 

  

a. Assisting the military by posting mobilisation notices in every village 

b. Personally, warning all reservists, finding 150,000 billets in Surrey for 

TA troops,  

c. Seize horses and vehicles,  

d. Guarding vulnerable points,  

e. Preventing landowners interfering in the building of defences,  

f. Detaining deserters,  

 

a. Maintaining a register of aliens from over 20 countries,  

b. Coping with thousands of refugees from east London coming out on the 

trains 

 

c. Robust lighting controls a result of Zeppelin raids,  

d. Enforcing new licensing laws i.e. closing pubs with the inevitable 

disturbances  
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Levels of crime were not high but the myriad of tasks of the daily life of a borough 

police force continued from  

1. Sudden deaths to weights and measures,  

2. Food controls to runaway horses.  

 

Today Robert Lawrence is memorialised. To be added at Mount Browne alongside 

many fine young men killed during the 1st and 2nd World Wars.  

 

19 Surrey Police officers killed First World War   

23 Second World War  

Including Reigate Borough Police officers 

 

1. PC Skingley DFC Flight Lieutenant and Pathfinder,  

2. PC to become in a few years Wing Commander Eric Woods DFC and 

bar ï a close friend who walked the beat together in the Borough along 

with colleagues they will have known well ï shared girl friends 

3. PC Dennis Walder   Sergeant (Navigator) Lancaster lost without trace 

over Berlin.  

4. PC Geoffrey Farquar Special Investigation Branch of the Military Police 

 

To all that will listen I say, that the novelist, film and TV writers helped by a reluctance 

of police to honour their history, that the old time copper was brighter, more able  and 

competent than they are frequently given credit for.  

 

 

 

Kevin Morris Speech about Robert Lawrence 

 

The circumstances surrounding the death of Robert Lawrence were uncovered during a 

larger piece of work researching all Surrey police officers who served with the Colours 

during the First World War.  

 

Robert was the son of Susannah Lawrence, of Brixton Hill, London, and the late Edwin 

Lawrence.  

 

Born at West Dulwich, Robert was a library assistant when he joined Reigate Borough 

Police 25 March 1913 when 23 advancing through the pay grades, even whilst serving 

in the armed forces: 

 

Police officers serving with the military during the First World War remained members 

of their Force and their military service counted towards their pension. This is how PC 

Lawrence was to advance to the fifth grade of constable on 25 March 1918  on £1.11s 

a week, whilst he was a sergeant in the Military Foot Police.  

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com Version 45 6 March 2025 90 

 

PC Lawrence re-enlisted in Military Foot Police as lance corporal 21 June 1915 service 

number P/1824 

 

Acting sergeant 1917 when mentioned in despatches details are not recorded: 

 

Mention in Despatches 29 May 1917  

Mention in Despatches 24 December 1917 

Awarded the 1914-15 Star; British War Medal 

 

Resigned from Reigate Borough Police 30 April  1919 

 

Military Police sergeant when awarded the Meritorious Service Medal 3 June 

1919 again details of the award lost to time.  

 

In his paper work it states he received a war gratuity, which suggests he was injured 

during war service. He died in Bethnal Green Military Hospital on 20 July 1919. No 

medical information is given. 

 

The Reigate Borough chief constable's annual report for the year ending 31 December 

1919 states: ñPC 3 Robert Reginald Lawrence resigned whilst serving in HM Forces 

and afterwards died.ò  

 

Unfortunately, there are no reasons given for the resignation. It is possible that the 

resignation was an acceptance that Lawrence would not return and that he intended to 

make a career in the Army. He had been successful in the Army. He was a sergeant 

with two mentions in despatches and had been awarded a Meritorious Service Medal. 

Or, it may have been that he knew he was dying and that his resignation was to obtain 

some financial advantage for his family. 

 

His death certificate has been obtained diagnosing the cause following a post mortem 

at the Bethnal Green Military Hospital: 

 

1. Pityriasis rubra 2 months 

2. Nephritis  

 

(Pityriasis rubra pilaris is the name given to a group of uncommon skin disorders. The 

name means scaling (pityriasis), redness (rubra) 

 

Nephritis is a killer as kidneys fail through an inflammation though it is something 

frequently caused as a result of exposure to a toxin, poison, virus, or infection. We can 

safely assume that during his time on the Western Front he would have been exposed 

to some, if not all, of those dangers.) His death is attributable to his military service. 
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It was accepted that he was a casualty of war within the criteria of the War Graves 

Commission, is listed on their website and is remembered on the war memorial for the 

Streatham area where he was brought up. He is also remembered on the Corps of 

Military Police Roll of Honour.  

 

Robert was in the armed forces because of the war and died as a result of his service. 

 

 

 
 

CASPER Christian Duckett, Chief Constable, PCC, Robert Bartlett, Mayor, 

Lady Louise OôConnor and CASPER 

 

The memorial purchased by contribution from retired comrades, retirement 

organisations NARPO and SPRCA, the Police Federation and friends of police 

history. 

 

The memorial will be mounted at Mount Browne alongside other war memorials to 

officers from Surrey killed on active service, moving in time to the new police HQ in 

the future. A place for the memorials is a part of the discussion by the chief Constable 

with architects. 
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Robert Bartlett 
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Kevin Morris  

 
The presentation of the bronze and heavy memorial: CASPER 

Kevin Morris, The Mayor, Chief Constable and Lady Louise OôConnor 
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David Munro, Sir Denis OôConnor and Tony Forward 
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Killed on Duty  

Between the Wars 

 
 

Police Constable 86 Thomas Turner 

Surrey Constabulary 

Killed on duty aged 42 

 

22 August 1924 
 

 

 

1924 August 22: PC 86 Thomas Turner aged forty-two was knocked down and 

seriously injured by a car at Windlesham in July whilst on night duty.  He died from 

shock after having one or possibly both his legs amputated. 28 

 

 

 

 

PC Turner of the Surrey Constabulary is lying in Windsor Hospital in a critical 

condition as the result of a midnight smash on the London Road near Windlesham. He 

was cycling along the road when a motor-car containing two army officers on their way 

to Aldershot came into collision with his machine. PC Turner had both legs broken and 

one of his ribs fractured, in addition to severe injuries to the head. His dog which, was 

accompanying him, was also injured.29 

 

 

 
28 1924 August 22 The Times 
29 Lincolnshire Echo 26 July 1924 
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Policeman Killed by Motor Car 

Verdict of Accidental Death 

 

After having remarked that had he at any point in the enquiry found reason to suppose 

it was a case of manslaughter he would have been obliged to summon a jury, the 

Windsor Coroner returned a verdict of accidental death on Wednesday at the inquest 

on Thomas Turner of the Surrey Constabulary, stationed at Windlesham, who died in 

King Edward V11Hospital, Windsor, as the result of injuries sustained by being 

knocked down by a motor car. 

The evidence showed that about midnight on July 21 Turner was walking near the 

Windmill Public House, Sunninghill, in company with two soldiers. He was wheeling 

his bicycle and crossed the road to speak to three men he thought to be policemen.  He 

was later seen following the two soldiers, who had been told to wait a little further on. 

Soon after a crash was heard and Turner was found lying on the offside of the road 

beside his bicycle and a dog, which had been with him. One witness said he had a 

recollection of a ñflash of lightò passing him just before the accident but could not say 

what speed the car was travelling at. John Samuel Trowbridge said two cars passed just 

before the accident 

 

Lieutenant Nigel Campbell Hendrike of the Cameronians, Aldershot said he was 

driving the car at fifteen miles per hour, as the lights were dim and the dynamo was not 

working properly. The small bulbs in the headlights were on. Suddenly he saw an object 

in front of him and swerved, but too late. He pulled up in a distance of about six yards. 

He was driving on the crown of the road, and the impact must have thrown deceased to 

the offside. 

 

Dr John Goff said while attending the deceased he heard the driver say the lights were 

dim, and believed he also said he was looking out for a garage to get them put right.  

Turner had both legs broken, a dislocated collar bone and a broken rib. He died in 

hospital after two operations.  

  

In recording the verdict stated above, the Coroner expressed sympathy with the 

policemanôs relatives and the driver.30 

 

Policeman Killed 

Knocked Down On Road At Midnight 

 

A verdict of ñaccidental deathò was recorded at an inquest held on Wednesday at 

Windsor on police ï constable Thomas Turner of the Surrey Constabulary, who was 

knocked down at midnight by a motorist on the road at Sunninghill. 

 
30 Gloucester Journal 30 August 1924; Lancashire Evening Post 28 August 1924 
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The Coroner said that Turnerôs death had not satisfactorily been explained but it would 

be useless to summon a jury as he should not, on the evidence, have directed a verdict 

of manslaughter. 

 

Evidence was given that Turner, who had been wheeling a bicycle, was found lying in 

the road with both legs broken. He died in hospital after two operations.31 

 

PC 248 William Thomas Herrett (33) KPM 22 October 1928 

 

 PC Herret was run down when stopping a runaway horse and dustcart in Bagshot where 

he was stationed and lived with his wife and son. PC Herrett was coming off duty as 

the children were leaving school. A dustman dropped a bin, which caused a horse to 

bolt. PC Herrett threw his bicycle down and grabbed the reigns of the horse in an 

attempt to stop it but lost his footing on the wet road and was run over by the cart. He 

was taken to Windsor Hospital by horse and cart where he died of his injuries. He had 

served in the Grenadier Guards during the First World War when he was gassed. As a 

result of his actions he was awarded the Kingôs Police Medal and Carnegie Heroes Trust 

Certificate posthumously. (HO PRO reference HO 45/13418LG/1/2/29 and ex PS Futcher) 

 

 
31 Gloucestershire Echo 28 August 1924 
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Mrs Minnie Herrett returned to live out her life in Elstead and gave birth to a son after 

her husbandôs death. This son became a Junior Police Clerk in Surrey and was 

conscripted into the Grenadier Guards in about 1947/48. He was sent to Malaya where 

he was killed on active service fighting guerrilla forces in the jungle in 1949. See below. 

 

The following are newspaper cuttings held by the family and copied to ex PS Futcher 

in June 2004. They are undated and the papers are not known. 

 

Constableôs Sad End 

 

Run over in an attempt to stop Runaway horse 

 

The death occurred in tragic circumstances in Windsor hospital on Monday evening of 

PC William Thomas Herett, formerly the village constable at Elstead. Constable Herett 

received the injuries from which he subsequently died in a gallant attempt to stop a 

runaway horse at Bagshot earlier in the day. The horse, attached to a dustcart, took 

fright at the noise caused by something falling from the cart, and dashed down the main 

street, where a number of children were at play. Constable Herrett, in attempting to stop 

the runaway, slipped and fell in the track of the cart, one of the wheels of which passed 

over his body. He was removed immediately to Windsor Hospital, where he died at 6 

oôclock. 

 

Police Constable Herrett was born in Babs Mead, Farnham, 33 years ago, and was 

educated at West Street School. On leaving school he was employed by the Farnham 

dairy Company and afterwards by Messrs. W. Kingham and Sons. Upon the outbreak 

of hostilities in 1914 he enlisted in the Grenadier Guards, and served throughout the 

war. After his demobilisation, he joined the Surrey Constabulary. Up to two years ago 

he was stationed at Elstead. While in that village he married Miss M.H. Perry the 

daughter of the late Mr Perry and Mrs Perry, of ñMerriewoodò, Peat Common, and 

almost immediately afterwards was posted to Bagshot where he had been ever since.  

 

During the two years that he was at Elstead Constable Herrett interested himself in the 

social activities of the village and was very popular and highly respected. He will be 

remembered for his work in connection with the R.A.O.B. for he was responsible for 

the foundation of the Loyal Elstead Lodge, and did all that was in his power to make it 

a ñliveò and flourishing assembly. His work for Buffaloism was not confined to Elstead, 

for he paid a leading part in the activities of the Order throughout the county of Surrey. 

His untimely death came as a great shock to a host of his friends in Elstead, and also in 

Farnham. His mother lived for a period in Castle View, Farnham. 

 

By his death the Police Force has lost a tried and valued servant, and one whose memory 

will be honoured by all who knew him. He leaves a widow and one child in 

bereavement. 
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At an inquest held at Windsor on Wednesday afternoon the Coroner returned a verdict 

of death from shock and haemorrhage as a result of being knocked down and run over 

by a dust cart belonging to the Windlesham Urban District Council while attempting to 

stop the horse, which had run away owing to the ñnegligence of the said Council in not 

keeping the said horse under proper control. The funeral takes place this Friday. 

 

 

Bagshot Policeman Killed 

 

Dragged 50 yards by runaway horse 

 

Jury finds negligence against Council 

 

Yesterdayôs Funeral at Elstead 

 

In an attempt to stop a runaway horse at Bagshot on Monday afternoon. PC William 

Thomas Herrett who lived at 6 Church Road, Bagshot, was knocked down and carried 

50 yards along the road beneath the dust cart to witch the animal was attached.  He was 

so severely injured that he died in Windsor Hospital the same evening. 

 

The circumstances of the fatality were investigated at an inquest at Windsor on 

Wednesday, when the jury returned a verdict of civil negligence against Windlesham 

Urban District Council, the owners of the horse and cart. 

 

Pc Herrett was in the High Street at the time of the accident, and having finished his 

period of duty, was about to go home to tea. When taken from beneath the cart he was 

found to be suffering from terrible head and internal injuries. After attention by Dr A.T. 

Crutwell the Bagshot ambulance took him to Windsor Hospital where he passé away at 

about six oôclock. Mrs Herrett arrived at the hospital just after husband died.  

 

The Funeral 

 

Capt. M.L. Sant, Chief Constable, and over 120 officers and men of the Surrey 

Constabulary attended the funeral at Elstead yesterday (Friday) afternoon. All the 

divisions in the county were represented and among the officers were Superintendents 

W.R. Lucas, (Farnham), A. Dawes (Chertsey), Inspectors Gray (Egham), Evans 

(Woking) Dibley (Hersham) Pickard (Farnham) and Rendall (Caterham). There were 

also present large a number of special constables from Bagshot and other districts, a 

contingent of men from the Hants Constabulary, and members of the Bagshot Division 

of the St John Ambulance Brigade.  
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The bearers from the Bagshot section of the Chertsey Division were Sergeant 

Holloway, PCs Bright, Newman, OôDonnell, Tarrott, and Wood. Mrs Holloway, wife 

of Sergeant Holloway represented the wives of officers and men of the Bagshot 

Division. Windlesham Urban Council were represented by Mr. H.W. Penford, a 

member and Mr Cyril Gray, surveyor. Two Guardsmen represented the Grenadier 

Guards. ---------.  

 

The police and representatives of other bodies lined the pathway to the church, and the 

service was conducted by the Venerable J.G.S. Syme (rector). 

 

 

 

PC 227 Albert William Harrison (27) 17 February 1932 

 

PC Harrison died as a result of being run down whilst on his bicycle by an omnibus in 

Crawley, Sussex.  The Police Review for the 26 February 1932 reports that he was with 

PS Newington on the London to Brighton Road at Crawley when an omnibus hit them. 

The Sergeant was injured and the PC killed. 

 

23 February 1932 Inquest: An inquest was held at Horley yesterday on the body of 

Police Constable Albert William Harrison, 26, who was killed on Wednesday night at 

Povey Cross, near Horley. Harrison who was in the Surrey Constabulary, and stationed 

at Hookwood, was with Policeï sergeant Ewington cycling along the road when an 

omnibus driven by George Petty of Reigate, came into collision with the rear of the 

machine. Police Sergeant Ewington said that he heard the omnibus coming behind 

without any warning and Harrison was picked up from his offside by the front of the 

omnibus. He added that he asked the doctor to take a note of the driverôs condition. 

Several passengers in the omnibus gave evidence to the effect that the vehicle had been 

driven in a normal way and was proceeding at a speed of 10 miles an hour at the time 

of the accident. Ronald Simmonds an omnibus conductor who was a passenger in the 

omnibus, described Petty as sober and steady, and said there was nothing to complain 

of in his driving. Dr CF Williamson said the driver was agitated but was quite normal 

and quite coherent of speech. In his opinion he was quite capable of driving the omnibus 

at the time. The Coroner Mr FJ Nightingale said that both doctors agreed that Petty was 

not under the influence of drink. Giving evidence Petty said that he had been driving 

for 27 years without an accident. He did not see the cyclist in the road. He attributed 

the accident to the fact that he needed to turn to the switchbox on the offside of the 

driving seat to turn on a headlamp. This lap had been put out when the omnibus pulled 

up at a stopping place shortly before the crash. The jury returned a verdict of 

ñAccidental deathò, the accident being due to the negligence of the driver in not keeping 

a proper lookout while switching on the light. They added a rider recommending the 

use of switch-boxes on omnibuses, which could be used without the driver having to 
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turn his head. The Coroner told the jury that their verdict was, in effect, negligence, 

which did not amount to manslaughter.32 

 

 

PC 240 Herbert George Smeed (47) 18 March 1934 

 

PC Smeed died as a result of injuries caused by being knocked down by a motorcar on 

the Hogs Back.  

 

Age 25 in July 1912 joined 15 July 1912. Veteran First World War  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
32 Surrey Policeman's Death." Times [London, England] 23 Feb. 1932 
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WORLD WAR II  
 

 
 

 

When war broke out in 1939 the call up of 3000 policemen with reservist obligations 

to the armed forces was deferred and about 6000 policemen under the age of 25 who 

were liable to conscription were retained and the police became a ñreservedò 

occupation. After three months the reservists were recalled to the colours and the right 

to retire on pension was suspended. By November 1942 about 4000 of the younger 

policemen had been released from their Forces to be replaced by compulsory 

conscription into the police in the hardest hit areas. Nationally 278 members of the 

police were killed as a result of enemy action whilst with their Forces and 1275 police 

officers serving with HM Forces were killed or died from other causes. (Critchley) 

 

 

PC 3 Norman Croxton (25) 4 February 1940 

 

PC Croxton died as a result of injuries received in a RTA in Leatherhead Road Ashtead. 

PC Croxton was killed riding a motorcycle. 

 

PC 122 William Harold Storey (35) 16 November 1941 

 

PC Storey was run over on his bicycle by a taxi during the blackout in Churt. 

 

1941 November 16: Tony Davie: P.C. Storey was on duty and riding his bicycle in 

Churt on 16th November 1941 when he fell off.   It is not known what caused him to 

fall and it was dark at the time.   As he lay in the road he was run over by a local taxi. 

He died, of a fractured skull, later that day in Farnham County Hospital, aged thirty-

five years.   His daughter, June, was nine and a half years old at the time. PC Storey 

joined the Surrey Constabulary at the age of twenty-one years.   He married Miss Elsie 

Violet Foster at Hastings two years after joining.  He was stationed at Oxted and Ockley 

near Dorking before being posted to Churt and was there some four years prior to his 
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death.  He was a member of the local Working Menôs Club and played cricket for the 

village as well as playing bowls for the police.  He was also a keen golfer. Mr G. Willis 

Taylor, H.M. Coroner for West Surrey, conducted the inquest at Farnham Court House.  

Superintendent S.D. Cox was in attendance. Mrs Elsie Violet Storey who was at her 

husbandôs bedside when he died gave evidence of identification.   She also stated that 

he left home with his bicycle at 6pm on the evening of 16th November.   He was well 

and his bicycle was in good order. Mrs Lillian Falk, Barford Mill, Churt deposed that 

P.C. Storey had called upon her a between 7.20 and 7.30pm.  She had a conversation 

with him and he seemed quite all right.   He was wearing a long black mackintosh and 

helmet.   It was a bad night. William John Tester told the inquest that he was a public 

service vehicle driver and knew the road well.   He was driving an Austin 18hp taxi 

from Hindhead towards Farnham at about 8pm on Sunday evening.  He had passed 

Churt Green and was proceeding downhill at about 25mph when he felt a bump as if he 

had gone over something.  He stopped and went back to find that he had struck P.C. 

Storey who was lying in the road. P.C. W.R. Bacon from Hindhead attended the scene 

with Sergeant Govey. A verdict of accidental death was recorded. 

P.C. Storeyôs funeral took place at Hastings Borough Cemetery.  He was born in 

Hastings and his father was a pensioner of the Hastings Borough Police.  He had been 

a pupil at Ore School, Hastings.  He joined the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve and 

served aboard H.M.S. Sovereign and H.M.S. Barham during the war.  (He was lucky 

not to have gone down with the Barham, which was sunk by enemy action) Floral 

tributes from Mr Lloyd George, the former Prime Minister, who lived in Churt and Sir 

Walter Napier, rested on the coffin which was draped with the Union Jack. 

Superintendent S.D. Cox of Farnham represented the chief constable and was 

accompanied by Sergeant J. Govey, Hindhead.  Bearers included PCs Holbrook and 

Forehead from Farnham, P.C. Spiers, Tilford, PC Collins, Frensham, PC Freeman, 

Hindhead and PC Deacon of Camberley. The Hastings Borough Police were 

represented by Acting Chief Constable W. J. Buddle, Inspector A. J. Tapp, P. S. F. 

Rummery and PCs Gorringe, Collins and Kitney. Floral tributes included those of the 

chief constable of Surrey, the officers and men of the Surrey County Constabulary, 

officers and men of the Farnham Division, Hindhead Section and `C` Division Surrey 

Constabulary. PC Storeyôs will had been witnessed by Police Constable Ernest Hall, 

(later ACC) and P.C. H. Galloway in 1928.  As a result of this accident police officers 

were issued with white gaiters for use when riding bicycles. 

 

PC 41 William George Richards, Guildford Borough, (19)  

23/24 February 1942 

 

PC Richards died as a result of injuries received in a RTA whilst on his bicycle in 

Boxgrove Road Guildford (No Police service record, details confirmed in Surrey 

Advertiser 28 2 1942) He was dealing with a Home Guard member for a cycling 
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offence. PC Richards was the son of a police sergeant from the Metropolitan Police. 
(Researched by Richard Ford from Watch Committee papers and Surrey Advertiser. 28 February 1942) 

 

Bill Leahy:  William was the son of a serving police officer who had just joined the 

police. During the blackout he stopped a lad riding his bike without a light and whilst 

taking his details was struck by a car in the dark. The headmaster at the boyôs school 

caused a local outcry by hauling the lad before the school and accusing him of having 

caused the death of the policeman. 

 

PWRC George Henry Dalton 
(Police War Reserve Constable) 

Died 27 December 1942, aged 40 

 

Died in a collision with a Canadian army vehicle in Church Road Ash on the 17 

December 1942 when cycling home from Ash Police Station 
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Bomber Command Memorial, Green Park, London 2012 

 

 

A significant number of the losses during World War Two were of police officers 

serving with Bomber Command. It was not until 1942 that many were allowed to 

join the armed forces and when they did, Bomber Command was recruiting. 
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Junior Police Clerk Robert Frank Clutterbuck  

Sergeant (Wireless Operator /Air G unner) 100 Squadron 

Died aged 20 17 April 1943 

 

 
Modern 100 Squadron badge 

 

Robert   served as a Sergeant Wireless Operator /Air Gunner in the Royal Air Force 

Volunteer Reserve on No 100 Squadron. Aged 20 when he died, PC Clutterbuck was 

the son of Edward and Elizabeth Clutterbuck, of Chelsham, Surrey. He is buried in 

Rheinberg Wesel War cemetery. 100 Squadron flew 308 sorties in Lancasters from 

Grimsby over Berlin during 1943-44 as part of a Group losing 20 aircraft 115 men with 

20 taken prisoner. (Edward Clutterbuck was a police sergeant based at Chelsham ï a 

member of the Surrey Constabulary. Mrs Jennifer King has been researching Police 

Sergeant Clutterbuckôs war on the Oxted sub-division)) 

 

From: Rob Davis Bomber Command Losses Database.  

 

DATE: 16-Apr-1943 / 17-Apr-1943 

UNIT: 100 Squadron 

AIRCRAFT: Lancaster III 

RAF BASE: Waltham 

TAKE-OFF AT: 21:22 

SERIAL: ED563  

CODES: JA: G 

TARGET: Pilsen 

 

PILOT: Atkinson, Donald Keith, Sergeant, RNZAF (NZ/416075) (killed)  

CREW: Sergeant Norman Vanston (flight engineer) (1128891) (killed), Flight 

Sergeant Ian Stewart Brown RCAF (navigator) (R/124176) (killed), Sergeant 

John Rutter (bomb aimer) (1535677) (killed), Sergeant Robert Frank 

Clutterbuck (wireless operator) (1292995) (killed), Flight Sergeant Peter 

Rudick RCAF (mid-upper gunner) (R/140995) (killed), Pilot Officer Peter 

Vivian Monk RAAF (rear gunner) (Aus/416383) (killed) 
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DETAILS:  Coned by searchlights and shot down by flak, crashing near the churchyard 

at Rentrish, near Saarbrucken.  All members of the crew are buried in the Rheinburg 

War Cemetery.33 

 

The site of Rheinberg War Cemetery was chosen in April 1946 by the Army Graves 

Service for the assembly of Commonwealth graves recovered from numerous German 

cemeteries in the area. The majority of those now buried in the cemetery were airmen, 

whose graves were brought in from Dusseldorf, Krefeld, Munchen-Gladbach, Essen, 

Aachen and Dortmund; 450 graves were from Cologne alone. (CWGC site) 

 

 
 

A different Squadron but the action must have been the same and Robert Clutterbuck 

flew on operations to Germany and will have passed over Holland. On the night of 

November 3rd, 1943 Flight Lieutenant Bill Reid took his No. 61 Squadron Lancaster 

off to join a force detailed to attack Dusseldorf, deep in the heart of Germany. Right 

after crossing the coast of Holland they were attacked by a Me110 night fighter. Robert 

Taylorôs dramatic reconstruction shows a split-second during Bill Reidôs epic flight as 

the Fw190 flashes past the port side of the mighty Lancaster. His aircraft now crippled 

and almost defenceless, illuminated by search lights and fires below, thunders on 

through the hostile night sky over Germany 

 

 

 

 

 
33 Bomber Command database email to Robert Bartlett16 April 2022 
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PC 350 Clive ñNibbsò Millward  

Flying Officer in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve on No 241 

Squadron.  

Died aged 32 25 April 1943 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PC Millward was killed whilst on operations as a Flying Officer in the Royal Air Force 

Volunteer Reserve on No 241 Squadron. He was aged 32 when he died the son of Harry 

and Mary Jane Millward; husband of Joyce Hettie Millward, of Sheet, Hampshire. He 

is remembered on the Malta Memorial. He was a Hurricane pilot 

 

On the 25 April 1943 Flying Officer Millward was in Hurricane IIC HV732. He failed 

to return when he was one of 12 Hurricane/bombers that took off at 0815 (presumably 

from their main base at Souk-el-Khemis) for a ground attack mission against field guns 

at Sidi Msir Station, ahead of the advancing Americans almost certainly in the push for 

Tunis. (Malcolm Barrass 'Air of Authority') He was presumed dead on the 5 November 

1943. 

 

PC Millward was appointed in the Surrey Constabulary on the 6th June 1937 and sworn 

in on the 11th June at Guildford having been and insurance clerk living at 128, King 
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Charles Road, Surbiton where his mother lived. He was 25 and single when he joined 

having been born in Calcutta. PC Millward had previous military service in the 

Middlesex Yeomanry and in the Corps of Signals. He was described as being 6 feet 2 

inches tall with a fresh complexion, brown hair and grey eyes. 

 

Service: 

 

12 June 1937 St Georgeôs Hill 

25 October 1939 St Georgeôs Hill to Dorking 

21 June 1941 Joined the RAF with the CCôs consent. 

No 241 Squadron 

Formed on 20 August 1918 from No's 416, 417 and 513 Flts at Portland, it was equipped 

with Short 184s, which it used to carry out anti-submarine patrols of the English 

Channel.  It disbanded on 18 June 1919. 

Reformed as a Army Co-operation squadron on 25 September 1940 from 'C' Flight of 

No 614 Squadron at Inverness, it was equipped with Lysanders, which it used to 

undertake tactical exercises with the Army.  In July 1941 it received Tomahawks to 

supplement the Lysanders but it was March 1942 before the last of these left the 

squadron. However, at the same time as the Lysanders left the squadron converted to 

the Mustang I, which it continued to operate in the tactical reconnaissance role until 

November 1942. 

In that month it was transferred to North Africa and re-equipped with Hurricanes, which 

it flew in the ground attack and tactical reconnaissance roles throughout the North 

African campaign.  Conversion to Spitfires took place in December 1943 after which 

the unit moved to Italy and continued its previous duties until the end of the war, 

disbanding on 14 August 1945 

 

The Malta Memorial commemorates almost 2,300 airmen who lost their lives during 

the Second World War whilst serving with the Commonwealth Air Forces flying from 

bases in Austria, Italy, Sicily, islands of the Adriatic and Mediterranean, Malta, Tunisia, 

Algeria, Morocco, West Africa, Yugoslavia and Gibraltar, and who have no known 

grave. (CWGC site) 

 

Surrey Police officers visited the memorial in Malta in June 2009 and paid their 

respects: 
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In April 1942 No 241 Squadron moved to North Africa with Hurricanes and flew 

tactical reconnaissance and ground attack missions for the rest of the Tunisian 

campaign. The following are drawings of those Hurricanes: 
 

#  

Hurricane IIB  

Dec 1942 ï Dec 1943  
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Hurricane IIC  

Dec 1942 ï Dec 1943  
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PC 13 George Herbert Cone ñBillyò 

Pilot Officer (Nav. U/T.)  

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve No 27 O.T.U. 

Died age 24 15 May 1943 

 

 
 

 
 

PC Cone was killed in a flying accident in North Wales as Pilot Officer (Nav.U/T.) of 

the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve No 27 O.T.U. based at Litchfield in Staffs. He 

was the trainee navigator on Wellington Bomber X3785. Aged 24 when he died he was 

the son of Herbert John and Anna Cone, of Chapel Farm, Bredfield, Suffolk the brother 

of Winifred a primary school teacher who died at Chapel Farm in about 1994. PC Cone 

was the husband of Babette Cone, of Farnham, Surrey. He is buried in his home village 

Bredfield (St. Andrew) Churchyard Suffolk where he is remembered on the war 

memorial. 

 

PC Cone joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 19th March 1939 aged 20 being sworn 

in Guildford on 24 March 1939.He was 6 feet tall, fresh complexion, brown hair and 

grey eyes. Formerly he was a carpenter. 

 

Service: 

 

25 March 1939 posted to Seale 

30 May 1939 from Seale to Farnham 

23 March 1942 he joined the RAF with the Chief Constableôs consent 

 

From the webs site of Rob Evans ï Aviation artist and researcher 
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At about 10.50 pm on May l4th 1943, Wellington Mk. III, serial X3785, took off from 

27 Operational Training Unit, Lichfield, for a night cross-country navigation exercise. 

The flight was to be from Lichfield to Rhyl, Isle of Man, Anglesey, Fishguard, 

Llangollen, Cannock Chase bombing range and return to Lichfield, one of the unitôs 

standard training routes. Of the crew of six, the pilot was Flying Officer John William 

Robb of Glasgow, who had flown over three hundred hours, with twenty- nine on 

Wellingtons, ten of which were at night. The observer was Flying Officer Trevor Arthur 

Ley from Australia, who had completed over thirty operations in North Africa, flying 

with 108 Squadron from Kabrit. A screened instructor, he had been at 27 0TU for only 

two months. The pupil navigator was Pilot Officer George Herbert óBillyô Cone of 

Bredfield, Suffolk. Sergeant Arthur William Sayers from Kent was the air bomber. The 

wireless operator/air gunner was Sergeant Gordon Stone Lee from Weston-Super-Mare 

and Sergeant Ernest Leslie Clarke of Nottingham, air gunner. 

 

About 3 1/2 hours into the flight, on the Fishguard to Llangollen leg an engine caught 

fire. The wireless operator tried to transmit a signal to Lichfield, but seconds later the 

Wellington hit a small hill near Lake Vyrnwy and exploded, killing all on board. Just 

before the crash, local people heard the aircraft to be in trouble, with one engine 

misfiring before bursting into flames. The Wellington dived steeply into the ground at 

2.35am on May 15th. 

 

Some men of the local Home Guard were the first at the scene and were horrified by 

the destruction around them. All that could be done was to remove the bodies and the 

personal belongings that lay scattered on the ground. None of the crew appeared to be 

wearing parachutes. It seemed likely that they had been unable to reach them in time to 

bail out. On the other hand, Flying Officer Robb may have been trying to ditch the 

stricken aircraft, as the crash site is only 250 yards from the lake. Just before crashing, 

the Wellington narrowly missed a farmhouse still occupied by a man who was a six-

year-old boy at the time. He recalls that his mother, on hearing a low-flying aircraft, 

followed by an explosion, had thought that the Germans were trying to bomb the dam 

on the south side of the lake. She rushed outside to remove the white bed sheets from 

the washing line, thinking that enemy airmen may have taken them to be some kind of 

signal from the ground. Mr. Evans also recalled that his mother had said that after the 

Wellingtonôs engines and guns had been taken away, most of the wreckage was left for 

many years. With the exception of Flying Officer Ley, who was buried at Oswestry, the 

bodies of the crewmembers were returned to their hometowns. 
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PC George Cone 

 

All that remains on the wooded hillside are small pieces of wreckage at the Wellingtonôs 

impact crater, which can now easily be passed unseen. On August l8th 2001 the aircraft 

and crew were remembered when around seventy guests were welcomed at the ñTavern 

Innò near the lake to receive a picture entitled ñBefore We Goò, representing the crew 

of X3785 studying their charts before take-off. Attending the presentation were 

relatives and friends of the crew, Chris Pointon of the RAF Lichfield Association, 

cadets of the Welshpool Air Training Corps and local people who could remember, or 

knew of, the crash. The sounding of the Last Post was followed by a minuteôs silence 

and an address by the Reverend Dick Jones. 

 

To complete the dedication, a Royal Air Force Tornado flew over the lake, dipping its 

wings at the spot where X3785 had fallen. Chris Pointon explained that there were 250 

training accidents involving aircraft of 27 OTU, mostly Wellingtons, but few had been 

commemorated, making the Lake Vyrnwy memorial very important. The memorial 

picture now hangs in the hotel overlooking the lake, where visitors can enjoy the view 

and spare a thought for the six young airmen who lost their lives nearby. 
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The story of Wellington Bomber X3785 & The Tribute by artist Rob Evans of 

The Guild of Aviation Artists  

 

From Ann Pilgrim April 2004, Bredfield in Suffolk  

As Local History Recorder for Bredfield, I have put together a short biography of each 

of the local men who are commemorated on our War Memorial. There is a   record of 

Billy Cone from this Roll of Honour, which is kept in the church, together with my 

database notes.  

 

George Herbert was the son of Herbert John and Anna Cone, of Chapel Farm, Bredfield. 

He was born 1 March 1919, and baptised in St Andrewôs Church, Bredfield. He had a 

twin brother Frederick William. Their father was a carpenter and undertaker as well as 

small farmer. Billy had one sister, Winifred Anna, who inherited Chapel Farm on her 

parentsô death. She was a teacher, married to Walter Hayles, also a teacher, and also 

from Bredfield. I believe they lived in the schoolhouse at Little Bealings, about 5 miles 

from Bredfield, until they retired and returned to Chapel Farm. Chapel Farm was sold 

in 1992 when Winnie died. Herbert Johnôs twin brother, Frederick, also had a son called 

George (which is probably why George Herbert became Billy). Susan Greenhalgh and 

James Frederick Cone are the children of this other George. Billy Cone was therefore 

their uncle. 

The Hayles family had told me that Billy Cone was in the Police before joining the 

RAF, but know no more about his pre-war career. The CWGC record gives his next-

of-kin as his wife, M Babette Cone, of Farnham, Surrey, so I presume he was serving 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com Version 45 6 March 2025 117 

in the Farnham area. None of the family still living in Suffolk can remember ever 

meeting his wife, or know anything about her, but it is thought she died ñrecentlyò. 

Anything you can tell me about his career in the police, or how he came to be in Surrey, 

would be most welcome, so that I can update our Roll of Honour. 

 

An R.A.F. Tornado dips itôs wings in Salute over the crash site Lake Vyrnwy in 

North Wales 
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PC 36 Aubrey Charles Harris  

Guildford Borough  Police 

Sergeant (Bomb Aimer) RAFVR 90 Squadron 

Killed aged 30 25 June 1943 

 
Current 90 Squadron badge 

 

PC Harris served as a Sergeant (Bomb Aimer) in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 

No 90 Squadron. Aged 30 when he died, PC Harris was the son of Major Charles Basil 

Harris, Royal Artillery, and Gertrude Ann Harris; husband of Melissa Alexandra Harris, 

of Onslow Village, Guildford. He had been a member of Guildford Borough Police. 

Aubrey Harris is buried in Haasrode Churchyard Brussels. 

 

PC Harris was born on the 30 December 1912 in St Helier, Jersey joining the police in 

Guildford Borough on the 30 July 1932 when he was 20. He was sworn in the Guildhall 

on the 5 August 1932. When joining he was single and a clerk living in 19 Hillsborough 

Road, Luton 
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Service: 

 

27 November 1935 commended by HM Judge of Assize Mr Justice Finlay, at 

Hampshire Assizes for his action in assisting in the arrest of a car thief subsequently 

sentenced to death for murder. On the 7 April 1937 Aubrey passed his sergeantôs exam. 

 

From: Rob Davis Bomber Command Losses Database.   

 

DATE: 24-Jun-1943 / 25-Jun-1943 

UNIT: 90 Squadron 

AIRCRAFT: Stirling III 

RAF BASE: West Wickham 

TAKE-OFF AT: 23:32 

SERIAL: BK813  

CODES: WP: O 

TARGET: Wuppertal 

 

PILOT: Teede, Walter Henry, Flight Sergeant, RAAF (Aus/16774) (killed) 

CREW: Sergeant E H Stanton (flight engineer) (Prisoner of War), Sergeant 

Hyman Levine (navigator) (658831) (killed), Sergeant Aubrey Charles Harris 

(bomb aimer) (1319009) (killed), Flight Sergeant Leo Petersen RNZAF (NZ/403611) 

[Killed]  RNZAF (wireless operator) (R/114943) (killed), Sergeant Patrick James 

Taylor (mid-upper gunner) (1346152) (killed), Flight Sergeant Gordon 

Henderson RNZAF (rear gunner) (NZ/42327) (killed) 
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Further information July 2019 Bomber Command database Rob Davis: 

 

SERIAL : BK813  * Please quote this in all correspondence * 

 

DATE : 24-Jun-1943 / 25-Jun-1943 

 

UNIT : 90 Squadron 

 

SQUADRON or UNIT CODES : WP:O 

 

AIRCRAFT: Short Stirling III 

 

RAF BASE : Wratting Common, for which the GPS location is 52.125298 /0.401149 

 

TAKE-OFF AT : 23:32 

 

TARGET : Wuppertal 

 

CAUSE OF LOSS : Shot down by fighter 

 

 

Pilot : F/S Walter Henry Teede RAAF Aus/16774 [Killed] Friday June 25, 1943. 

Haasrode Churchyard, Belgium Grave 5. Son of Joseph Binfield Teede and Elsie 

Maud Teede of Bunbury Western Australia. CWGC  

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2896440 

 

Flight Engineer: Sgt Frank Sanders OBE RAF 541666 [PoW]  (Order of the 

British Empire)  

 

Navigator : Sgt Hyman Levine RAF 658831 [Killed] Friday June 25, 1943. 

Haasrode Churchyard, Belgium Grave 8 CWGC: 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2896437 

 

Bomb Aimer: Sgt Aubrey Charles Harris RAFVR 1319009 [Killed] Friday June 

25, 1943. Haasrode Churchyard, Belgium Grave 3 Son of Maj. Charles Basil 

Harris  Royal Artillery and Gertrude Ann Ahier Harris.  Husband of Melissa 

Alexandra Harris of Onslow Village Guildford Surrey CWGC: 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2896435 

 

Wireless Operator: F/S Leo Petersen RNZAF NZ/403611 [Killed] Friday June 

25, 1943. Haasrode Churchyard, Belgium Grave 4 Son of Christian Edward and 

Emily Petersen of Palmerston North Wellington New Zealand. 

CWGC: https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2896438 
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Mid-Upper Gunner: Sgt Patrick James Taylor RAFVR 1346152 [Killed] Friday 

June 25, 1943. Haasrode Churchyard, Belgium Grave 6 son of James and 

Jeannie Taylor  husband of Mary Jane Taylor of Mill of Auchedly 

Aberdeenshire. CWGC: 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2896439 

 

 

Rear Gunner: F/S Gordon Henderson RNZAF NZ/42327 [Killed] Friday June 25, 

1943. Haasrode Churchyard, Belgium Grave 7 son of Charles and Agnes 

Henderson of Rotorua Auckland New Zealand.  Husband of B. Henderson 

CWGC: https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2896436 

 

 

DETAILS: Shot down by night fighter (Ofw Reinhard Kollak, III/NJG4) and 

crashed 01:39 at Haasrode, 3½ miles south-south-east of Leuven, Belgium. 

The dead of the crew are buried Haasrode Churchyard, which is easily seen on 

Google Earth Street View, the CWGC plaque is visible but the headstones are 

not. 

 

BCL43 gives the Flight Engineer's name as "Sgt E H Stanton" but this is 

almost certasinly Sgt Frank Sanders, however both names are detailed here. 

 

Sgt (later W/O) Sanders is noted in the Gazette of 6th September 1946: "Warrant 

Officer Sanders was forced to abandon his aircraft after it had been 

hit by anti-aircraft fire in June, 1943. He made a parachute landing in a 

farm paddock near Ouderkerk and hid in a nearby wood. The next morning he 

located the local priest, but was unable to obtain assistance from him. 

Warrant Officer Sanders wandered about for four days and eventually made 

contact with members of an organisation who fed, clothed and sheltered him. 

 

Warrant Officer Sanders, with others, was then taken to Brussels and thence 

to Paris. While in Paris the whole party was arrested by the Gestapo and 

imprisoned in Fresnes prison. In March 1944, whilst at Stalag IVB, Warrant 

Officer Sanders, with a companion, hid in a hole in the compound and, at a 

suitable moment, cut the wire and made for Czechoslovakia. Two days later, 

while hiding in a barn, they were discovered by some children and were 

arrested by the Wehrmacht.  

 

In June 1944 Warrant Officer Sanders changed his identity and went to a working camp 

at Fransburg. Thirteen prisoners, including Sanders, tunnelled under their hut into a 

cellar from which they escaped. Warrant Officer Sanders and two others made their 

way towards theCzechoslovakian frontier. After three days, whilst resting in a wood, 

they were seen by a child. They did not suspect any trouble until the child 
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returned with the father, who was armed, and who handed them over to the 

local police.  

 

Warrant Officer Sanders made a third attempt to escape, while 

on a working party at Ammendorf, by leaving the hut after roll call. He 

returned and removed the bars of the window so that others could escape; 

they then left the camp via the Russian compound. With two others, Warrant 

Officer Sanders boarded a goods train, which took them to a goods yard at 

Halle; they quickly made their way into the country, but two days later were 

recaptured by a farmer.  

 

In March 1945, Warrant Officer Sanders made a further attempt to escape from Halle, 

during an air raid, dressed in a French military uniform. He boarded a goods train, but 

had to jump off when seen by the guard. After walking for five days, he attempted to 

steal a bicycle but was observed and arrested. Warrant Officer Sanders was liberated in 

April 1945, by Russian troops.ò 

 

90 Squadron was based West Wickham (re-named Wratting Common, Aug 43) 

Between May 1943-Oct 1943 90 Squadron were on the Berlin Raids and records show 

that his squadron flew sorties 25/26 June to Gelsenkirchen and on the 24/25 June to 

Wuppertal/Elberfeld (Bomber Command ï Hastings) 

PC Harrisôs 90 Squadron re-formed in November 1942, as a heavy-bomber squadron 

equipped with Stirlings, and subsequently made a significant contribution to the Battle 

of the Ruhr, the devastation of Hamburg and the famous raid on Peenemunde. It also 

did a great deal of mine laying.  

 

Short Stirling I and III: Nov 1942 -Jun 1944 

Between 8/9th January 1943 (when it began operations with Stirlings) and 22nd April 

1945, members of No. 90 Squadron earned 6 DSOs 123 DFCs, one bar to a DFC, 1 

CGM, 1 AFC and 33 DFMs 

 

The British Expeditionary Force was involved in the later stages of the defence of 

Belgium following the German invasion in May 1940, and suffered many casualties in 

covering the withdrawal to Dunkirk. Commonwealth forces did not return until 

September 1944, but in the intervening years, many airmen were shot down or crashed 
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in raids on strategic objectives in Belgium, or while returning from missions over 

Germany. Haasrode Churchyard contains the graves of eight Commonwealth airmen of 

the Second World War. (CWGC site) 

 

Retired Sergeant Bill Leahy (who died in 2008) Guildford Borough Police, wrote that 

PC Harris had been a member of Guildford Borough Police. He was Bill Leahyôs best 

man as Bill was for Aubrey at his wedding. Police officers could not join up until 1942 

as they were in a reserved occupation. Aubrey became aircrew and was killed on his 

way back from his 13th mission and was buried in the churchyard in Belgium with full 

military honours provided by the Germans. Another member of the Borough was DI 

Percy Bailey. As the war drew to its violent end, police officers were recruited into the 

Control Commission to act mainly as police commanders in towns in the former 

occupied areas and within Germany.  Mr Bailey became Lt Colonel and during his tour 

visited Aubreyôs grave in Belgium and saw the police reports of the death and burial. 

Mr Bailey did not return to the police.  

 

Bill was to name his second son after Aubrey.  Mrs Harris, Aubreyôs widow (now Mrs 

Melissa Rodd) lives at Albury (2004) and is the Godmother to Billôs daughter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PC 382 Wilfred Harold James Pickard  

Flying Officer Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve No 424 Squadron  

Died age 26, 29 June 1943 
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PC Pickard served as a Flying Officer in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve No 

424 Squadron. Killed aged 26 whilst on operations with the RAF he was the son of 

Wilfred Thomas Pickard and Rosetta Pickard, of Bellingham, London he is 

remembered on the Malta Memorial. 

 

PC Pickard went missing on operations as a navigator on a Wellington aircraft, which 

failed to return he was presumed dead by the RAF on the 21 January 1944. ñ-- in view 

of lapse in time and absence of any further news ïto presume he lost his life on 29th 

June 1943ò.  

 

PC Pickard joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 20 March 1938 and was sworn in 

Guildford on the 23 March. He was aged 20 when he joined having been born in 

Holborn, London. Pc Pickardôs trade was given as ñFillerò for Case Developments Co, 

in Greenwich. He was living in 34 Elfrida Crescent, Bellingham. On joining PC Pickard 

was described as being 5 feet 10 ½ inches tall, fresh complexion, with fair hair and grey 

eyes. 

 

Service: 

 

26 March 1938 Godalming 

9 December 1939 Godalming to Haslemere 

13 August 1940 Haslemere to Weybridge 

18 August 1941 joined the RAF 

 

 
Wellington 3 
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No 424 Squadron was based at Topcliffe from October 1942 to April 1943 and Leeming 

from April 1943 to May 1943; Dalton from May 1943.  

No. 424 Squadron was formed at Topcliffe, Yorkshire, on 15th October 1942, as a 

bomber squadron. Originally in No. 4 Group, it was transferred in January, 1943, to No. 

6 (RCAF) Group, with which it operated until mid-April, 1943, when it became non-

operational preparatory to moving to North Africa a month or so later. For just over 

three months (late June- early October) the squadron operated with No. 205 Group from 

bases in Tunisia, attacking targets in Sicily and Italy.  Equipped originally with 

Wellington IIIs the unit gradually changed to Wellington Xs, some of which 

(ñtropicalisedò aircraft) it flew to North Africa.  

The Malta Memorial commemorates almost 2,300 airmen who lost their lives during 

the Second World War whilst serving with the Commonwealth Air Forces flying from 

bases in Austria, Italy, Sicily, islands of the Adriatic and Mediterranean, Malta, Tunisia, 

Algeria, Morocco, West Africa, Yugoslavia and Gibraltar, and who have no known 

grave. (CWGC site) 

 

 
Photo taken in 2009 when Surrey Police officers visited the memorial 
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PC 348 Herbert Alfred Sparrow34 

Sergeant (Bomb Aimer)  

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve No 115 Squadron 

Died age 26, 3 August 1943 

 

PC Sparrow served as a Sergeant (Bomb Aimer) in the Royal Air Force Volunteer 

Reserve No 115 Squadron and was killed whilst on operations with the RAF and buried 

in Becklingen War Cemetery. 

Reported missing as a result of air operations when a Lancaster aircraft in which he was 

flying as air bomber set out to bomb Hamburg and failed to return. The Air Ministry 

confirmed his death on the 17 March 1944. 

PC Sparrow joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 22 November 1936 and was sworn 

on 18th December when he was 19 years of age having been born in Kent. He was 

described as 5 feet 11 ¾ inches tall, pale complexion with black hair and grey eyes. He 

had been an electrical apprentice living in Kingston upon Thames and working for the 

Kingston Corporation. He had a grandmother, uncles and aunts living in Woking. 

Service: 

9 January 1937 Woking 

25 July 1938 Woking to Oxted 

1 September 1941 Joined the RAF 

From: Rob Davis Bomber Command Losses Database 

DATE: 02-Aug-1943 / 03-Aug-1943 

UNIT: 115 Squadron 

AIRCRAFT: Lancaster II 

RAF BASE: East Wretham 

 
34 Bomber Command database DS673  
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TAKE-OFF AT: 23:50 

SERIAL: DS673  

CODES: KO: V 

TARGET: Hamburg 

 

CAUSE OF LOSS: Shot down by fighter 

 

PILOT: Bennett, Robert William, Sergeant, (1338150) (killed) 

CREW: Sergeant George Austin Hodges (flight engineer) (1581728) (killed), 

Sergeant Leslie Ernest Fuller (navigator) (1333900) (killed),  

Sergeant Herbert Alfred Sparrow (bomb aimer) (1318964) (killed),  

Sergeant Dudley Herbert Read (wireless operator) (1389067) (killed),  

Flight Sergeant Dudley William Bellamy (mid-upper gunner) (903979) (killed),  

Flight Sergeant Kenneth Eckert Schlegel RCAF (rear gunner) (R/152251) (killed) 

DETAILS: Believed shot down by night fighter & crashed into the sea off 

the port of Wilhelmshaven.  Four were buried in Sage War Cemetery three in 

Becklingen War Cemetery. 

No115 Squadron based East Wrentham: November 1942-August 1943 Little Snoring: 

August 1943-November 1943. In 1943 1944 No115 Squadron flew 259 sorties over 

Berlin losing 21 aircraft with 116 men killed and 31 taken prisoner. This squadron 

suffered an 8.1%casualty rate.     

The squadron was re-formed as No 115 (Bomber) Squadron in 1937 and in the Second 

World War took part in scores of raids and also played an active part in Gardening 

(mine laying) for victory. In April 1940, while flying Wellingtons (and while on 

temporary loan to Coastal Command) it gained the distinction of making the RAFôs 

first bombing raid of the war on a mainland target-the enemy-held Norwegian airfield 

of Stavanger/Sola. Sixteen months later, in August 1941, it undertook the initial Service 

trials of Gee, the first of the great radar navigational and bombing aids. As a result of 

its subsequent report on these trials Gee was put into large-scale production for Bomber 

Command. 

From the spring of 1943 onwards No 115 flew Lancasters and for a while it was one of 

the relatively few operational units to use the Mark II version. The mighty Lancaster, 

with its huge bomb load, was probably the best-known bomber of all time and in the 

closing months of the war  

 

The site of Becklingen War Cemetery was chosen for the position on a hillside 

overlooking Luneburg Heath, where Field-Marshall Montgomery accepted the German 

surrender from Admiral Doenitz on 4 May 1945. Burials were brought into the cemetery 

from isolated sites in the countryside, small German cemeteries and prisoner of war 

camps cemeteries, including the Fallingbostel cemetery, within a radius of about 80 
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kilometres. Most of those buried in the cemetery died during the last two months of the 

war. Becklingen War Cemetery contains 2,374 Commonwealth burials of the Second 

World War, 97 of them unidentified.  (CWGC site) 

 

Memorial for no. 115 squadron 

 

 During World War Two the squadron was based at RAF stations Marham, Mildenhall, 

East Wretham, Little Snoring and here at Witchford. This memorial is sited on what 

was once the runway from which Lancaster aircraft took off on bombing operations. 
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PC Dennis Marshall Walder  

Reigate Borough Police 

Sergeant RAFVR No101 Squadron (Navigator)  

Died age 26, 24 August 1943 

 

 
Modern Badge 

 

Dennis Walder served as a Sergeant RAFVR No101 Squadron. He was the son of 

Horace Albert and Harriett Annie Walder, of Plymouth. He was killed whilst on 

operations with the RAF and remembered on the Runnymede Memorial. No101 

Squadron were based in Ludford Magna: June 1943 onwards, flying 363 sorties over 

Berlin between 1943-44 losing 25 aircraft, 133 men with 42 taken prisoner. 

  

Missing from an operational sortie over enemy territory on the night of the 23/24 

August 1943. The aircraft failed to return and there was no news. (Bomber Command 

data base 23 August 2022 shot down by fighter).  On the 14 April 1944 the Air Ministry 

stated that Sgt Walder lost his life on the 24 August 1943. 

 

From Bomber Command database 2013:  Navigator: Sergeant Dennis Marshall Walder 

RAF (1324776) [Killed];  son of Horace Albert and Harriett Annie Walder of Plymouth. 

Runnymede Memorial, United Kingdom, Panel 16835 

 

PC Walder joined the Reigate Borough Police on the 19 April 1938 when he was 21 

having been born in Midhurst on the 6 February 1917. He was described as being 6 feet 

1 inches tall, fair complexion, brown hair and blue eyes. He was a single grocerôs 

assistant living at 60 Goldsmith Road, Horsham. 

 

Service:  

 

15 February 1939; passed second Ambulance exam 

19 April 1939 2nd Grade 

 
35 'BOMBER COMMAND EE192' 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com Version 45 6 March 2025 130 

3 May 1939 Commended by the CC in case of 3 young persons charged with store 

breaking and larceny 

19 April 1940 Appointment confirmed 

19 April 1940 3rd Grade 

6 January 1941 Guilty of a summary offence and fined a dayôs pay. 

19 April 1941 4th Grade 

21 May 1941 Passed Police educational exam 

2 March 1942 joined the RAF 

19 April 1942 5th Grade 

1 February 1943 Transferred to Surrey Joint Police 

19 April 1943 6th Grade 

 

From:  Rob Davis Bomber Command Losses Database.   

 

DATE: 23-Aug-1943 / 24-Aug-1943 

UNIT: 101 Squadron 

AIRCRAFT: Lancaster III 

RAF BASE: Ludford Magna 

TAKE-OFF AT: 20:31 

SERIAL: EE192  

CODES: SR: Y 

TARGET: Berlin 

CAUSE OF LOSS: Shot down by fighter 

 

PILOT: Mahoney, John Philip, Flight Lieutenant, (129466) (killed) 

CREW: Sergeant John William Lowe (flight engineer) (1497432) (killed), 

Sergeant Dennis Marshall Walder (navigator) (1324776) (killed), Pilot 

Officer Patrick Joseph Ryan (bomb aimer) (135110) (killed), Pilot Officer 

Joseph Eric Woodgate (wireless operator) (155878) (killed), Sergeant 

Archibald Eric Thomas Hill (mid-upper gunner) (1269266) (killed), Flying 

Officer Frederick Edward Phillips (rear gunner) (136525) (killed) 

 

DETAILS: Lost without trace; all members of the crew are remembered on the 

Runnymede Memorial.  The 1953 edition of the Runnymede Memorial register 

shows P/O Phillips as belonging to 601 Squadron. 
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From Paul Sacha March 2026 ï seen on a Worthing Facebook site 

 

When war broke out in 1939 101 Squadron was at West Raynham flying Blenheims 

and it was with these that it made its first bombing attack on Germany, in July 1940. It 

operated by day at first but in mid-August switched to night operations, a high 

proportion of its attacks being directed against enemy invasion barges in the Channel 

and North Sea ports. In April 1941, a flight of the squadronôs Blenheims was detached 

to Manston in Fighter Commandôs No 11 Group, and from there, operating with fighter 

escort, began a sustained attempt to close the Straits of Dover to all enemy ships during 

daylight. In this modest fashion, No 101 inaugurated the Channel Stop ï an operation 

that, with enlarged resources, soon became as good as its name. 

During May and June 1941, No 101 Squadron converted to Wellingtons and in 

September it paid its first visit to Italy and successfully bombed Turin. In May and June 

1942, it took part in the celebrated 1,000-bomber raids on Cologne, Essen and Bremen; 

on each occasion all its aircraft returned safely. In October 1942, the squadron got its 
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first four-engine aircraft ï Lancasters ï and before the year ended paid four more return 

visits to Turin. In the New Year it added Milan and Spezia to its Italian targets in 

between supporting the ever-growing offensive on German industrial targets and mine 

laying. On the night of 17/18th August 1943, 20 of the squadronôs Lancasters took part 

in the epic raid on Peenemunde and, despite a lively night-fighter defence, all the 

aircraft got back.  

23/24 August 194336 RAF Bomber Command war Diary 

 

727 aircraft - 335 Lancasters, 251 Halifaxes, 124 Stirlings, and 17 Mosquitos - 

despatched to Berlin. The Mosquitos were used to mark various points on the route to 

Berlin in order to help keep the Main Force on the correct track. A Master Bomber was 

used; he was Wing Commander JE Fauquier, the Commanding Officer of 405 

(Canadian) Squadron. 

The raid was only partially successful. The Pathfinders were not able to identify the 

centre of Berlin by H2S and marked an area in the southern outskirts of the city. The 

Main Force arrived late and many aircraft cut a corner and approached from the south-

west instead of using the planned south-south-east approach; this resulted in more 

bombs falling in open country than would otherwise have been the case. The German 

defences - both flak and night fighters - were extremely fierce. 56 aircraft - 23 Halifaxes, 

17 Lancasters, 16 Stirlings - were lost, 7.9 per cent of the heavy bomber force. This was 

Bomber Command's greatest loss of aircraft in one night so far in the war. 

 
 

Number 101 Squadron Wellington B Mk 111 

 

The Air Forces Memorial at Runnymede commemorates by name over 20,000 airmen 

who were lost in the Second World War during operations from bases in the United 

Kingdom and North and Western Europe, and who have no known graves. They served 

in Bomber, Fighter, Coastal, Transport, Flying Training and Maintenance Commands, 

and came from all parts of the Commonwealth. Some were from countries in continental 

Europe which had been overrun but whose airmen continued to fight in the ranks of the 

Royal Air Force. (CWGC site) 

 

 
36 http://www.raf.mod.uk/bombercommand/aug43.html 
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Number 101 Squadron Lancaster B Mk 111 

 

RAF Memorial Runnymede  

 

 

 

Runnymede Memorial 

Photo taken by retired Surrey Constabulary officer June 2009 
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Junior Police Clerk Cecil Arthur Maskell  

Sergeant (Nav.)  

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No166 Squadron 

Died age 20, 20 October 1943 

 

Cecil Maskell served as a Sergeant (Nav.) Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, No166 

Squadron. He died aged 20 the son of Charles John and Elizabeth Maude Maskell, of 

Guildford, Surrey. He is buried in the Berlin 1939-1945 War Cemetery. Cecil was the 

brother of John Maskell former ACC Surrey Constabulary. 

 

 
166 Squadron who were on the Berlin Raids and flew a sortie 20/21 October to 

Leipzig) (Bomber Command ï Hastings) 

  

From:  Rob Davis Bomber Command Losses Database.  

 

DATE: 20-Oct-1943 

UNIT: 166 Squadron 

AIRCRAFT: Lancaster III 

RAF BASE: Kirmington 

TAKE-OFF AT: 18:00 

SERIAL: LM312  

CODES: AS: K 

TARGET : Leipzig 

 

PILOT: Bartley, Donald, Sergeant, (1321459) (killed) 

CREW: Sergeant Leslie Arthur Steele (flight engineer) (1419176) (killed), 

Sergeant Cecil Arthur Maskell (navigator) (1601545) (killed), Flight 

Sergeant George Rodney Alexander Walkem RCAF (bomb aimer) (R/146393) 

(killed), Sergeant Edward Frederick Maurice Barham (wireless operator) 

(1319073) (killed), Sergeant Graham Read (mid-upper gunner) (1671157) 

(killed), Sergeant James Ivan Wilson RCAF (rear gunner) (R/186325) (killed) 

 

Navigator: Sergeant Cecil Arthur Maskell RAFVR 1601545 [Killed] 20 October 

1943. Berlin 1939-1945 War Cemetery, Germany 8 C 5. Son of Charles John and 
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Elizabeth Maude Maskell of Guildford Surrey. Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission 

 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2202138. Age:20 

 

DETAILS: All members of the crew are buried in the Berlin 1939-1945 War 

Cemetery. 

No. 166 was re-formed in January 1943, at Kirmington, Lincolnshire ï again as a 

bomber squadron. It remained based at Kirmington throughout the remainder of the war 

and, flying Wellingtons and Lancasters, participated in many major raids, and also 

played an active part in Gardening (mine laying). The squadron won at least two DSOs, 

two CGMs, 117 DFCs and 108 DFMs in the Second World War and was disbanded on 

the 1 September 1946. 

 

Lancaster B Mk III No 166 Squadron 

The British Occupation Authorities and Commission officials selected the site of Berlin 

1939-45 War Cemetery jointly in 1945, soon after hostilities ceased. Graves were 

brought to the cemetery from the Berlin area and from eastern Germany. The great 

majority of those buried here, approximately 80 per cent of the total, were airmen who 

were lost in the air raids over Berlin and the towns in eastern Germany. The remainder 

were men who died as prisoners of war, some of them in the forced march into Germany 

from camps in Poland, in front of the advancing Russians. The cemetery contains 3,582 

Commonwealth burials of the Second World War, 392 of them unidentified. In 

addition, there are 266 post war graves of men of the British Occupation Forces or their 

dependants, or of members of the Control Commission. (CWGC site) 
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PC 321 Ronald Morrish  

Flying Officer (Nav.) Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve with No. 

138 (Special Duties) Squadron  

Died Aged 23, 6 November 1943 

 
 

 
 

PC Morrish was killed on operations with the RAF whilst serving as a Flying Officer 

(Nav.) Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve with No. 138 (Special Duties) Squadron. 

Aged 24 when he died, PC Morrish was the son of Alfred John and Daisy Morrish. He 

is buried in the Liesse Communal Cemetery, France. 

  

He was reported missing on air operations during the night of the 6/7 November 1943 

and the RAF presumed his death on the 16 May 1945. 

 

PC Morrish joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 5th February 1939 and was sworn on 

the 10th February at Guildford when he was 19 having been born in East Plumstead. His 

height was 5 Feet 11 ½ inches, with a fresh complexion light brown hair and dark grey 

eyes. PC Morrish had been a clerk before he joined living at Palcham, Brighton. 

 

Service: 

 

11 February 1939 Oxted 

11 November 1940 Oxted to Weybridge 

11 August 1941 Joined the RAF 

From:  Rob Davis Bomber Command Losses Database.  
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DATE: 06-Nov-1943 / 07-Nov-1943 

UNIT: 138 Squadron 

AIRCRAFT: Halifax II 

RAF BASE: Tempsford  

CODES: NF: B 

TARGET: SOE/SIS / Special Duties 

PILOT: Copas, Kenneth Richard, Flight Sergeant, (1334120) (killed) 

CREW: Sergeant Reginald Thomas Brown (flight engineer) (746335) (killed), 

Flying Officer Ronald Morrish (navigator) (133734) (killed), Sergeant 

Charles William Charrott (navigator) (1601866) (killed), Sergeant William 

Aitkenhead (bomb aimer) (1051227) (killed), Sergeant Frederick Lawrenson 

(wireless operator) (1439516) (killed), Sergeant Joseph Robert George Day 

(mid-upper gunner) (1872295) (killed), Sergeant Albert Reginald Flatters 

(rear gunner) (631814) (killed) 

DETAILS: Special Operations Executive Operation Tom 6 and set course for 

France. Crashed near Liesse, 9½ miles north-east of Laon.  All members of the crew 

are buried in the 9 Nov 43 in Liesse Communal Cemetery.  The aircraft carried two 

navigators. 

 

The squadronôs Second World War activities began in 1941 after the formation of the 

Special Operations Executive (SOE) ï an organisation whose function was to promote 

sabotage against the enemy by stimulating subversive activities, spreading political 

discontent, disorganising and dislocating communications. The agents, ammunition and 

equipment to achieve this were dropped inside enemy territory, the first being flown by 

Lysanders of No. 419 Flight (later No. 1419 Flight), which formed at North Weald in 

August 1940. 

Very quickly the task grew too big for a solitary flight and although Bomber Command 

was hard pressed at that time for aircraft and crews, it was decided that the strategic 

importance of sabotage operations warranted the formation of a full squadron. Thus it 

was that in August 1941, No. 138 Squadron was re-formed at Newmarket from the 

nucleus of No. 1419 Flight to do the job; it was now designated No. 138 (Special Duties) 

Squadron. 

For more than three and a half years the squadron ranged Europe from Norway in the 

north to Yugoslavia in the south and at times far into Poland. First with Whitleys and 

Lysanders, then with Halifaxes and later with Stirlings it flew out from Newmarket, 

Stradishall and Tempsford with, agents, arms, explosives, radio sets and all the other 
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equipment of the saboteur, parachuting them down at rendezvous points where 

reception committees of local underground members waited. Another, but far less 

frequent, type of ñcloak and daggerò operation undertaken by No. 138 ï beginning in 

September 1941 ï was the ñpick upò in which the aircraft (always a Lysander) landed 

to collect some prominent public man, or an agent, or special plans and articles. During 

1942 the squadron operated with the bomber force when not required for special duties. 

Halifax Mark 11  

 

From Bomber Command Database 

 Rob Davies 

 

Pilot: F/S Kenneth Richard Copas RAFVR 1334120 [Killed] Saturday November 

06, 1943. Liesse Communal Cemetery, France Military, Plot Row. Son of Herbert 

Stanley and Hilda Copas of St Albans Hertfordshire.  

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2689454 37 

 

Flight Engineer: Sgt Reginald Thomas Brown RAFVR 746335 [Killed] Saturday 

November 06, 1943. Liesse Communal Cemetery, France Mil itary l Plot Row. The 

son of Charles M. Brown and Elizabeth Brown and husband of Dorothy Brown of 

Twickenham Middlesex.  

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2689447 

 

Navigator: Sgt Charles William Charrott RAFVR 1601866 [Killed] Saturday 

November 06, 1943. Liesse Communal Cemetery, France Mil itary Plot 

Rowhttps://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2689451 

 

Navigator: F/O Ronald Morrish RAFVR 133734 (NCO:1388641) [Killed] Saturday 

November 06, 1943. Liesse Communal Cemetery, France Military Plot Row. Son of 

Alfred John and Daisy Morrish  

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2689478 

 

Bomb Aimer : Sgt William Aitkenhead RAFVR 1051227 [Killed] Saturday 

November 06, 1943. Liesse Communal Cemetery, France Mil itary Plot Row 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2689443 

 

 
37 Rob Davies Bomber Command data bas reference JN92 April 142019 
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Wireless Operator / Air Gunner : Sgt Frederick Lawrenson RAFVR 1439516 

[Killed] Saturday November 06, 1943. Liesse Communal Cemetery, France Mil itary 

Plot Row. Son of William Arthur and May Lawrenson of St. Helens Lancashire 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2689471 

 

Mid-Upper Gunner : Sgt Joseph Robert George Day RAFVR 1872295 [Killed] 

Saturday November 06, 1943. Liesse Communal Cemetery, France Mil Plot Row. 

Son of Joseph William and Gladys M. Day.  Husband of D. I. S. Day of 

Rainworth Nottinghamshire. CWGC Casualty link : 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2689457 

 

Rear Gunner : Sgt Albert Reginald Flatters RAF 631814 [Killed] Saturday 

November 06, 1943. Liesse Communal Cemetery, France Mil Plot Row. Son of 

William Robert and Annie Elizabeth Flatters of Beeston Leeds Yorkshire. CWGC 

Casualty link : https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2689461 

 

(If 2 service numbers are shown, the 1st is that held at the time of the 

incident; the 2nd is for a previously or subsequently held rank. For 

example, an NCO granted a Commission or an Officer who had previously been 

an NCO.) 

 

Liesse Communal Cemetery, France's GPS Location is 49.606165 / 3.805020, 

which has 52 casualties. 

 

 

 
LIESSE Communal Cemetery (Aisne France) 

 

MORRISH RONALD 
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United Kingdom Flying Officer (Nav.) Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 138 Sqdn. 

Age: 24 Date of Death: 06/11/1943 Service No: 13373438 

 

Boy Scout losses 1939-1945 

 

Ronald Morrish RAF. Killed in action over Germany. 3rd Brighton East Group39 

 

 

 

Special Forces Role of Honour40 

 

Surname Morrish 

Forename Ronald 

Rank Flying Officer, No138 Squadron, (R.A.F.V.R.) 

Number 133734 

Date of death 6th November 1943 

Age 24 

Gravesite Liesse Communal Cemetery, France Military Plot Row C 

Coll. grave 1-6 

Navigator SOE Op. Tom 6, France 

Halifax JN921 crashed near Liesse, Aisne, France 

 

The Department of the Aisne was on one of the routes flown by Allied aircraft on 

bombing missions to various places, which were important to the German war effort. 

Although some of the aircraft were brought down in this area by anti-aircraft fire, or in 

aerial combat, not all the airmen perished. The French underground movement was 

active and contrived numbers of escapes. In one-instance two airmen who had 

parachuted from a damaged plane about 20 kilometres east of Liesse were ingeniously 

hidden in a herd of cows guarded by ñcowherdsò who were members of the Resistance, 

and so were passed from the danger zone directly under the eyes of the German guards 

to escape channels. Of the less fortunate members of the same crew, some were killed 

and are buried in Liesse Communal Cemetery, while another was taken prisoner. Two 

other airmen, who escaped wounded from a plane which fell in flames in the commune 

of Lesquelles St. Germain, were secreted in the village and despite a vigorous search 

by the Germans, who threatened death to anyone succouring the enemy, remained 

successfully hidden until they could safely be sent through the underground escape 

channels. Members of their crew, too, are buried in Liesse Communal Cemetery. The 

enemy used this cemetery not only for the burial of airmen who fell in the commune, 

 
38 Page 95 Flights of the Forgotten Page 310 Agents by Moonlight Page 376 Bomber Command 

Losses 1943 
39http://scoutsrecords.org/scoutsuploads/Second%20World%20War%20Roll%20of%20Honour%20A-

M.pdf 
40 http://www.specialforcesroh.com/roll-13552.html 
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but also for the re-burial of others from Pierrepont, Leuze and Lesquelles St. Germain 

in the Aisne and from Menil Annelles and St. Quentin-le-Petit in the adjoining 

Department of the Ardennes. After the war, the Army Graves Service transferred to the 

cemetery casualties found at Leuze and at Mons-en-Chaussee (Somme).  
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PC 388 James Francis Ward  

Pilot Officer (Pilot) RAFVR No 619 Squadron 

Died age 24, 3 December 1943 

 
 

 
 

 

A Member of No 619 Squadron PC Ward was killed whilst on operations with the RAF 

and is buried in the Berlin 1939-1945 War Cemetery. No 619 Squadron were based in 

Woodhall Spa, Lincolnshire Apr 1943-Jan 1944 

 

On the 7 January 1944 the Force received a letter from the Air Ministry confirming, 

ñPilot Officer Ward is missing as a result of air operations on the night 2/3 December 

1943 when a Lancaster aircraft of which he was captain set out to bomb Berlin and 

failed to returnò. The authorities in a letter of the 28 August 1944 confirmed his death. 

 

PC Ward joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 29th May 1938 being sworn in 

Guildford on the 3rd June. He was 19 when he joined having been born in Bishopsgate, 

London. His trade was motor engineer working for Mr Manchee, 37, Lynton Avenue, 

Bexley Heath, Kent. He was living at 48, Bowness Road, Bexley Heath.  

 

When he joined PC Ward was described as being 5 feet 9 ¾ inches tall with a fresh 

complexion, brown eyes and brown hair. 

 

Service: 

 

4 June 1938 Dorking 

20 February 1939 Dorking to Farnham 

30 May 1939 Farnham to Seale 

1940 Seale to Caterham 

1 September 1941 joined the RAF with CCôs consent. 

 

From: Rob Davis Bomber Command Losses Database 
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DATE: 02-Dec-1943 / 03-Dec-1943 

UNIT: 619 Squadron 

AIRCRAFT: Lancaster III 

RAF BASE: Woodhall Spa 

TAKE-OFF AT: 16:41 

SERIAL: EE170  

CODES: PG: N 

TARGET: Berlin 

CAUSE OF LOSS: Shot down by flak 

 

Hit by flak north of Magdeburg and burst into flames.  As the crew 

prepared to bale out, the aircraft exploded.  Sgt Cross regained consciousness at 5,000 

feet and landed safely despite several broken ribs. Others buried in the Berlin 1939-

1945 War Cemetery. (Email from Bomber Command data base 13 December 2019) 

 

Pilot: Pilot Officer James Francis Ward RAFVR 155509 [Killed]. Berlin 

1939-1945 War Cemetery, Germany 9 L 25 Pilot :  

Casualty link : https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2761344 : 

Commission Date : 05 October 1943 

 

 

Flight Engineer: Sergeant G W Cross RAF [PoW] 

 

Navigator: Pilot Officer Edward Thompson Hargreaves RAFVR 155583 [Killed]. 

Berlin 1939-1945 War Cemetery, Germany 9 L 22; son of Leonard and Hilda 

Hargreaves of Poulton-Le-Fylde Lancashire 

 

Bomb Aimer: Sergeant John Hubert Duncan RAFVR 1459879 [Killed]. Berlin 

1939-1945 War Cemetery, Germany 9 L 20 

 

Wireless Operator: Sergeant James Waugh Scott RAFVR 1370641 [Killed]. 

Berlin 1939-1945 War Cemetery, Germany 9 L 21; son of George and Margaret 

Waugh Scott of Edinburgh 

 

Mid-Upper Gunner: Sergeant Ronald Smithers RAFVR 1395928 [Killed]. Berlin 

1939-1945 War Cemetery, Germany 9 L 24; son of Alfred Henry and Ellen 

Smithers of Homerton London. 

 

Rear Gunner: Sergeant George William Arlett RAFVR 1288844 [Killed]. Berlin 

1939-1945 War Cemetery, Germany 9 L 23; son of Mr. & Mrs. George William 

Arlett; husband of Lorna May Arlett of Craigydon Llandudno Caernarvonshire. 

 

No. 619 Squadron was formed at Woodhall Spa, Lincolnshire, on 18th April 1943, as a 

heavy bomber squadron equipped with Lancasters, and during the period June 1943 to 
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April 1945, took part in many major attacks on enemy targets. No Squadron badge was 

authorised. 

 

An evocative moment captured in a superb oil of a Lancaster from 44 Squadron 

crossing the English coast, following a raid on Germany. Artist Robert Taylor 

On the night of the 2/3 December 1943 458 aircraft were despatched to Berlin. 40 

aircraft were lost that night with 228 dead, 60 POW. ñThe German fighters were helped 

by the early identification as Berlin as the target area. Casualties mounted still further 

when the many aircraft, which were bombing south of Berlin, turned, left and left again 

as ordered after bombing, and found themselves flying back through the northern part 

of the Berlin Defences. (The Berlin Raids ï Middlebrook) The British Occupation Authorities and 

Commission officials selected the site of Berlin 1939-45 War Cemetery jointly in 1945, 

soon after hostilities ceased. Graves were brought to the cemetery from the Berlin area 

and from eastern Germany. The great majority of those buried here, approximately 80 

per cent of the total, were airmen who were lost in the air raids over Berlin and the 

towns in eastern Germany. The remainder were men who died as prisoners of war, some 

of them in the forced march into Germany from camps in Poland, in front of the 

advancing Russians. The cemetery contains 3,582 Commonwealth burials of the 

Second World War, 392 of them unidentified. In addition, there are 266 post war graves 

of men of the British Occupation Forces or their dependants, or of members of the 

Control Commission. (CWGC site) 

 

 
Lancaster 111 
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PC Eric Norman ñTimberò Woods  

Reigate Borough Police 

Wing Commander DFC and Bar.  

RAFVR No126 (Persian Gulf) Squadron 

Died age 33, 16 December 1943 
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Wing Commander Woods DFC and Bar RAFVR served in No126 (Persian Gulf) 

Squadron. He died aged 33 the son of William H. Woods, and of Kate Dora Woods, of 

Harborne, Birmingham.  Killed whilst on operations with the RAF and remembered on 

the Malta Memorial. 

 

PC Woods joined the RAF on the 28 June 1940 although the records show he resigned 

from Reigate Borough Police on the 15 November 1940. 

 

PC Woods joined the Reigate Borough Police on the 25 August 1939 when he was aged 

26 having been born on the 8th May 1913 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. He was described 

as being 6feet 1-¼ inches tall with fair complexion, brown hair and blue eyes. PC 

Woods was single and had been employed as a cable tester with Southern Telephone 

Cables, Essex.  
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Distinguished Flying Cross recognises acts of bravery during combat operations in the 

air and is awarded ñfor gallantry during active operations against the enemy.ò 

WOODS, F/L Eric Norman (60119) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.72 Squadron 

awarded London Gazette dated 14 July 1942. 

This officer has participated in 74 sorties over enemy territory. He has led his flight, 

and occasionally the squadron, with courage, skill and judgement. His resourcefulness 

in difficult circumstances has helped to promote and maintain the high morale of the 

squadron. Flight Lieutenant Woods has destroyed one and damaged a further two 

enemy aircraft 

On 16 December 1943 Wing Commander Woods was in Spitfire VC JK643 when he 

went missing. Air-Britain says he went missing from an air sea rescue search in the 

Gulf of Drin. They also have the same for MA905.  This would appear to be incorrect 

as ' 249sqn at War 'show: - Whilst searching for a missing pilot, a pair of 249 Squadron 

Spitfires encountered two BF109s of 10/JG27 (operating from Kalimaki, northern 

Greece) off the headland west of Bize. The news of the encounter got back 

to Grottaglie and Woods took off from Grottaglie, Italy with 126 Squadronôs new CO 

Squadron Leader K. Debenham (MA905) but both failed to return and it was believed 

that they had collided over the sea. It was thought that they were going to slip across 

the sea to Yugoslavia and under cover of the hills, wait for the BF109s to come into 

land and strike. ASR aircraft and launches failed to find anything. He was the Wing 

leader of 286 Wing when he went missing. He had left 249sqn when he was promoted 

to Wing leader on 30 November 1943. He is listed in 126 Squadronôs Operational 

Record Book (Squadron Diary) for this sortie, so presume he was either with 126 

Squadron as well as being Wing Leader or just listed in 126 Squadronôs Operational 

Record Book because he flew their aircraft. He was on his 301st operational sortie and 

had been credited with nine victories plus three others shared. (Malcolm Barrass ñAir 

of Authorityò) 

Wartime Rank: Wing Commander 60119 seeing service with the Royal Air Force in 

Squadrons: 249, 72 and 126.  
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This must have been a remarkable short career but there are no other remotely similar 

names or dates of death other than for the Wing Commander within the CWGC 

database. 

 

From Ross Skingley April 2004: ñMy father had a good friend in the police his name 

was Eric Woods he was so my mother says, in Reigate. Eric joined the RAF at the same 

time as Dad and became a spitfire pilot he was killed in a battle of Albania in December 

1943 his rank then was Wing Commander with a DFC and bar. He was godfather to my 

sister who was born in 1941. He was a pilot officer in 42 so he must have been an 

outstanding pilot and commander to achieve wing commander and 2 DFCôs in a year. 

My mother (who went out with Eric before meeting and marring my Father Jack) says 

that Eric was in Canada as a Mounty.  I have various photos of Eric one of which shows 

him (from a war paper cutting) looking at his Spitfireôs propeller which was badly 

damaged and the captions says ñalthough his spitfire was damaged Wing Cdr Eric 

Wood took his aircraft on to shoot down a JU88òò 

 

Born in England (Shores) or Buenos Aires (Blatherwick), 8 May 1910 

Father joined Royal Navy in 1914.  

Family moved to Victoria in 1920 then to Vancouver in 1924, where he was educated.  

Woods moved to England in 1936, working for a phone company and for the Reigate 

Borough Police Force.  Enlisted in RAF, May 1940 but was placed in reserve until 

August 1940 when he began pilot training at No.10 EFTS (August to October, Tiger 

Moths) and No.15 FTS (Harvards).  

Received wings and commission in January 1941; served at Central Flying School and 

No.58 Operational Training Unit (Grangemouth).  Promoted to Flying Officer effective 

14 January 1942   and joined No.124 Squadron in May 1941 to March 1942 when 

posted to No.72 Squadron as a flight commander (Flight Lieutenant) until the end of 

July.  

On 10 August 1942 he flew off HMS Furious for Malta where he took command of 

No.249 Squadron. Rested in February 1943 when he was posted to Egypt and No.73 

Operational Training Unit, Abu Sueir.  

Took command of No.249 Squadron again in July 1943 and was promoted in November 

1943 to lead No.286 Wing of Balkan Air Force, Brindisi. Missing in action 16 Dec 

1943 while flying with No.126 Squadron (believed shot down by Bf.109s or collided 

with S/L K. B. L. Debenham, who also did not return) 
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Squadron leader Debenham and Wing Commander Woods 

 

Victories Are As Follows:  

13 March 1942,     one FW-190 damaged, St. Omer area, France 

23 March 1942,     one FW.190 destroyed, St.Omer-Hardelot  

                                 - (No.124 Squadron, Spitfire BL918);  

28 April 1942,        one FW.190 damaged, Calais-Gris Nez  

                                  - (No.72 Squadron, Spitfire BL773);  

8 May 1942.           one Bf.109 probably destroyed, Dieppe  

                                  - (No.72 Squadron, same Spitfire);  

17 May 1942,         one FW.190 damaged, Gris Nez  

                                  - (No.72 Squadron, Spitfire BM516);  

5 June 1942,            one Bf.109F destroyed, Le Crotoy  

                                   - (No.72 Squadron, Spitfire BL773);  

27 August 1942,      one MC.202 destroyed on ground, Gela airfield  

                                   - (No.249 Squadron, Spitfire TE867);  

2 October 1942,      one MC.202 damaged, Syracuse area  

                                   - (No.249 Squadron, Spitfire TR466);  

10 October 1942,    one Bf.109 damaged, north of Gozo  

                                   - (No.249 Squadron, Spitfire TR466);  

12 October 1942,     one Ju.88 destroyed and  

                              - one Bf.109 damaged, Luqa, plus  

                              - one Bf.109 destroyed and  
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                              - one Ju.88 damaged off south Sicilian coast  

                                    - (all with No.249 Squadron, Spitfire TR466) 

13 October 1942,     two Bf.109F's destroyed 20 miles north of Gozo  

                                    - (No.249 Squadron, Spitfire TR466);  

14 October 1942,     one Ju.88 probably destroyed, Grand Harbour  

                                    - (No.249 Squadron, Spitfire TR466);  

15 October 1942,     one Bf.109F destroyed and  

                              - one Ju.88 damaged off Kalafrana  

                                    - (No.249 Squadron, Spitfire TR466);  

16 October 1942,     one Ju.88 damaged, Halfar (No.249 Squadron, Spit TR466 

                                        - Woods was shot down in this engagement);  

22 October 1942,     one MC.202 probably destroyed plus  

                              - one Bf.109 damaged north of Grand Harbour  

                                    - (No.72 Squadron, Spitfire AD529);  

27 October 1942,     one Bf.109 probably destroyed, Malta  

                                    - (No.72 Squadron, Spitfire AD529);  

11 December 1942,  one Bf.110 destroyed plus 

                               - 1/3 Ju.88 destroyed (both near Lampari Island  

                                    - (No.72 Squadron, Spitfire AR559) 

14 December 1942,  1/3 Ju.88 destroyed (west of Lampedusa  

                                    - (No.72 Squadron, Spitfire AR559);  

19 December 1942,  one Do.24 destroyed near Delimara  

                                    - (No.72 Squadron, Spitfire EP728);  

4 December 1943,    one Ju.87 destroyed at Podorica airfield  

                                    - (No.286 Wing, Spitfire MA701). 

________________________________________________________________ 

WOODS, S/L Eric Norman (60119) - Bar to DFC - No.249 Squadron 

warded as per London Gazette dated 3 November 1942. 

In the recent heavy air fighting over Malta this officer has led his squadron against 

enemy formations with great success. Between 12th and 17th October 1942, 27 aircraft 

were destroyed by the squadron, and much of this success can be attributed to Squadron 

Leader Woods' outstanding leadership. In one engagement, on the 13th October, he shot 

down two enemy aircraft, bringing his victories to six. His example of courage and 

devotion to duty has inspired his fellow pilots. 

 

From CWGC Site  

Name: WOODS, ERIC NORMAN 

Initials: E N 

Nationality: United Kingdom 

Rank: Wing Commander 

Regiment: Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 
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Unit Text: No126 Squadron. 

Age: 33 

Date of Death: 16/12/1943 

Service No: 60119 

Awards: DFC and Bar 

Additional information: Son of W. H. Woods, and of Kate Dora Woods, of 

Harborne, Birmingham.  

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: Panel 6, Column 1. 

 Cemetery:        Malta Memorial 

 
Taken from ñThe Spitfire ï A history of the WW2 RAF Fighterò 

 
 

 

126 Squadron: As the Axis onslaught on Malta gathered momentum, the need for 

enlarged air defence grew and on 28 June 1941, 126 re-entered the Order of Battle when 

a flight of No 46 Squadron, en-route for the Middle East was re-directed and given the 

number.  Equipped with Hurricanes it was mainly concerned with defence of the island 

and attacks against naval targets such as E-boats. However, in October the squadron 

began to carry out attacks against Axis targets in Sicily although its main purpose 

remained air defence of Malta.  Spitfires arrived in March 1942 and continued 

operations in the same vein.  In September 1943, the squadron moved forward into 

Sicily and later onto the Italian Mainland, but on 1 April 1944, it departed the 

Mediterranean theatre and headed to the UK. 
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Taken from ñThe Spitfire ï A history of the WW2 RAF Fighterò 

 

72 Squadron: In September 1942, the Squadron moved to North Africa to support the 

Tunisian campaign before moving on to Malta the following year with the updated 

Spitfire IX. These aircraft were used to support the Allied Eighth Army as it advanced 

through Sicily, Italy and Southern France until the German surrender when a move to 

Austria followed 

 

On 16 May 1940, No 249 Squadron reformed as a fighter squadron at Church Fenton, 

initially with Spitfires, but after a few weeks re-equipped with Hurricanes. Becoming 

operational on 3 July, it flew defensive patrols and moved south in August to take part 

in the Battle of Britain. Offensive missions over France began in December 1940 but 

in May 1941, No.249 was transferred to Malta by aircraft carrier. There it formed part 

of the fighter defences, converting to Spitfires in February 1942. Fighter-bomber 

missions over Sicily began in November 1942 and October 1943 the squadron moved 

to Italy 

 

The Malta Memorial commemorates almost 2,300 airmen who lost their lives during 

the Second World War whilst serving with the Commonwealth Air Forces flying from 

bases in Austria, Italy, Sicily, islands of the Adriatic and Mediterranean, Malta, Tunisia, 

Algeria, Morocco, West Africa, Yugoslavia and Gibraltar, and who have no known 

grave. (CWGC site) 

 
A Hawker Hurricane Mk 1 in 249 Squadron markings 
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Malta Memorial  
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PC 390 Cyril Arthur Wakley  

Pilot Officer (Pilot) RAVR No 97 Squadron 

Died aged 26, 20 January1944 

 

 
 

 
Same Squadron as PC Jack Skingley 

 

Pathfinder 
 

PC Wakley served as Pilot Officer (Pilot) in the RAFVR with No 97 Squadron. He died 

aged 27 the son of Arthur and Ada Florence Wakley, of Streatham Hill, London; 

husband of Winifred Grace Wakley, of Little Saughall, Cheshire. Killed in air 
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operations with the RAF over Germany and is buried in the Berlin 1939-1945 War 

Cemetery. 

 

Reported missing from operations with the RAF on the night of the 20/21 January 1944 

his death being confirmed by the Air Ministry 20 January 1944. 

 

PC Wakley joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 29 May 1938 and was sworn in 

Guildford on the 3 June aged 21 years. He was born in Clapham and when he joined he 

was living at 43, Bedford Road, Clapham and was working as a clerk in Blomfield 

Street, London EC2. 
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Off Beat February 1988 ï surname spelt wrongly 

 

 

Served: 

 

4 June 1938 Chertsey 

22 July 1940 Chertsey to Weybridge 

20 October 1941 joined the RAF with the Chief Constableôs consent 

 

RAF Service: 

 

Pilot Officer Wakley was posted to 97 Squadron at Bourn on 8th December 1943 from 

No 1660 Heavy Conversion Unit at Swinderby.   

 

Records indicate that Pilot Officer Wakley undertook the following operations. There 

are most likely others for which the records have not as yet been traced: 

 

23. 5/6 January 1944 ï Stettin JB300D F/L C.T. Wilson, P/O C.A. Wakley (2nd Pilot), 

Sgt T.W. Smith, F/L G.W.S. Borthwick, F/L G.A. Watling, F/Sgt L.G. Jones, F/Sgt 

G.K. Harper, F/Sgt H.J. Pleydell. Up 0004 Down 0823; 12 flares, 3 x TI, 1 x 4000lb, 2 

x 1000lb. Stettin bombed. Vis good, clear sky; TIs well-placed and good concentration; 

fires were seen burning which showed up streets in pattern. 

 

24. 14/15 January 1944 ï Brunswick JB353L F/L C.T. Wilson, P/O C.A. Wakley (2nd 

Pilot), Sgt T.W. Smith, F/L G.W.S. Borthwick, F/L R.M. Nelson, F/Sgt L.G. Jones, 

F/Sgt G.K. Harper, F/Sgt H.J. Pleydell. Up 1701 Down 2213; 4 flares, 4 x TI, 1 x 

4000lb, 6 x 1000lb. Brunswick bombed from 19,500ô. Target identified by Wanganui 

flares and bombs dropped in centre of concentration. Green TIs seen through cloud. 

 

Desmond Evans 97 Squadron Association: I have checked with my records for Cyril 

Wakley and unfortunately do not appear to have a" Movement Order" for him to 97 

Squadron. I am wondering whether because of the severe losses we took on 

December16/17th.1943 that he may have come to us at the end of December 43 or 

beginning of January 1944 as replacements from another squadron so our squadron 

could press ahead with the campaign to keep attacking Berlin. December 16th was 

known as Black Thursday when we lost nine of our Lancasters crashing because of the 

severe fog. They were kept flying around at different heights waiting to be 

given permission to land, but through lack of fuel and other Airfields 

closed they had to take their chances, which of course resulted in terrible 

tragedies occurring. 

 

From: Rob Davis Bomber Command Losses Database 
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DATE: 20-Jan-1944 / 21-Jan-1944 

UNIT: 97 (Straits Settlements) Squadron 

AIRCRAFT: Lancaster III 

RAF BASE: Bourn 

TAKE-OFF AT: 17:50 

SERIAL: ND367  

CODES: OF: K 

TARGET: Berlin 

PILOT: Wakley, Cyril Arthur, Pilot Officer, (161784) (killed)  

CREW: Sergeant G Taylor (Prisoner of War), Sergeant A J Alexander 

(Prisoner of War), Sergeant E Lowe (Prisoner of War), Sergeant Rendle 

George William Climo (wireless operator) (1031305) (killed), Sergeant 

Jack Tye (mid-upper gunner) (1594010) (killed), T/S B H Stedman USAAF (killed) 

 

DETAILS: Believed crashed at Zahrensdorf, 3½ miles east-north-east of 

Boizenburg, a largish town on the north bank of the Elbe, about 31¼ miles 

south-east of Hamburg.  Three buried in the Berlin 1939-1945 War Cemetery; 

the remains of T/S Stedman could not be found despite an extensive search 

of the Zahrensdorf Friedhof, where he was initially buried.  He is 

therefore commemorated on the Walls of the Missing at the US Military 

Cemetery, Margraten, near Maastricht in Holland. 

 

Further correspondence March 2019 from Rob Davies Bomber Command 

database: 

 

SERIAL : ND367  * Please quote this in all correspondence * 

 

DATE : 20-Jan-1944 / 21-Jan-1944 

 

UNIT : 97 (Straits Settlements) Sqdn 

 

SQUADRON or UNIT CODES : OF:K 

 

AIRCRAFT : Avro Lancaster III 

 

RAF BASE : Bourn, for which the GPS location is 52.216384 / -0.035299 

 

TAKE-OFF AT : 17:50 

 

TARGET : Berlin 

 

CAUSE OF LOSS : Crashed / general 

 

Pilot : P/O Cyril Arthur Wakley RAFVR 161784 (NCO:1322669) [Killed] Thursday 
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January 20, 1944. Berlin 1939-1945 War Cemetery, Germany 7 A 24. Cyril was the 

son of Arthur and Ada Florence Wakley of Streatham Hill London and husband of 

Winifred Grace Wakley of Little Saughall Cheshire.  

 

CWGC Casualty link : 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2761317 

 

Flight Engineer : Sgt G Taylor RAF [PoW]  

 

Navigator : Sgt A J Alexander RAF [PoW]  

 

Bomb Aimer : Sgt E Lowe RAF [PoW]  

 

Wireless Operator / Air Gunner: Sgt Rendle George William Climo RAFVR 

1031305 [Killed] Thursday January 20, 1944. Berlin 1939-1945 War Cemetery, 

Germany 7 A 23. The Son of William Rendle Climo and Dorothy Gwendoline Climo 

of Portchester Hampshire. CWGC Casualty link: 

 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2079057 

 

Mid-Upper Gunner: Sgt Jack Tye RAFVR 1594010 [Killed] Thursday January 20, 

1944. Berlin 1939-1945 War Cemetery, Germany 7 A 25. Husband of Winifred Tye 

of Horbury Yorkshire. CWGC Casualty link: 

 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2761282 

 

Rear Gunner: T/S B H Stedman USAAF [Killed]  

 

(If two military service numbers are shown, the first one is the one held at 

the time of the incident.  The second one refers to a previously or 

subsequently held rank, for example an NCO granted a Commission or an 

Officer who had previously been an NCO.) 

 

On the night 20/21 January 1944 when Cyril was lost, 769 aircraft despatched to Berlin 

where 35 aircraft were lost with 172 killed, 75 POWs and 10 evaders.  (The Berlin 

Raids ï Middlebrook)  

 

From History of the RAF Internet Site: February 1941 No 97 Squadron re-formed at 

Waddington in No. 5 Group as a heavy-bomber squadron equipped with Avro 

Manchesters; March 1941 ï moved to Coningsby; April 1941 ï began operations 

against Fortress Europe; January 1942 ï began to convert to Lancasters; 17th April 1942 

ï in conjunction with No. 44 Squadron made historic low-level daylight attack on MAN 

Diesel engine works at Augsburg; June/July 1942 ï took part in 1,000-bomber raids on 
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Cologne, Essen and Bremen; October 1942 ï took part in No. 5 Groupôs famous dusk 

attack on Schneider locomotive and armament works at Le Creusot and the Groupôs 

(and Bomber Commandôs) first daylight attack on Italy (Milan); April 1943 ï moved 

to Bourn, joined No. 8 (PFF) Group and became a ñmarkerò squadron; June 1943 ï 

marked/illuminated Zeppelin works at Friedrichshafen and Italian naval base at Spezia 

on occasion of first ñshuttle-bombingò raid.  

April 1942 97 Squadron with others attacked the MAN submarine diesel works in 

Augsburg. ñThe 97 Squadronôs two sections came in; having missed the fighters they 

still numbered six aircraft ï but not for long. Squadron Leader JS Sherwood DFC was 

hit over the target ñand went down smoking to crash in a ball of flameò; shortly 

afterwards warrant Officer Mycock also went down enveloped in flames. The 

remaining five Lancasters all damaged made their way home aided by the gathering 

dusk. Nettleton landed just before one a.m., having been 10 hours in the air. He was 

awarded the VC, and other survivors received the DSO, DFC or DFM. (Right of the Line page 

492). 

Volunteers for the Pathfinder Squadrons of which 97 Squadron was one, had a tour of 

45 missions. This reference has the move to Conningsby and 5 Group in April 1944. 

There were 170 men serving as aircrew on the Squadron. (Bomber Command ï Hastings) In the 

Second World War No.97 Squadron flew a total of 4,091 operational sorties and lost 

130 aircraft. The following decorations were awarded to members: 21 DSOs, 222 

DFCs, 2 bars to DFCs 157 DFMs, 2 bars to DFMs 1 OBE and 1 BEM. 

The British Occupation Authorities and Commission officials selected the site of Berlin 

1939-45 War Cemetery jointly in 1945, soon after hostilities ceased. Graves were 

brought to the cemetery from the Berlin area and from eastern Germany. The great 

majority of those buried here, approximately 80 per cent of the total, were airmen who 

were lost in the air raids over Berlin and the towns in eastern Germany. The remainder 

were men who died as prisoners of war, some of them in the forced march into Germany 

from camps in Poland, in front of the advancing Russians. The cemetery contains 3,582 

Commonwealth burials of the Second World War, 392 of them unidentified. In 

addition, there are 266 post war graves of men of the British Occupation Forces or their 

dependants, or of members of the Control Commission. (CWGC site) 

 
Avro Lancaster B.I and B.III: Jan 1942 onwards
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PC 35 Leonard John Gould  

Trooper Royal Tank Regiment  

Died age 28, 1 March 1944 

 

 
 

PC Gould died from his wounds whilst in enemy hands. Served as a Trooper in the No 

46th Royal Tank Regiment, R.A.C., He was aged 28 when he died and the son of Sidney 

and Evelyn Gould and the husband of Marjorie Gould, of Byfleet, Surrey. He is buried 

in the Rome War Cemetery. 

 

PC Gould joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 7 July 1936 being sworn in Guildford 

on the 17th July. He was 21, 5 feet 10 ¾ inches tall with fresh complexion, brown hair 

and light grey eyes. He was born in Hascombe and was a farmerôs son from Peace Farm, 

Hascombe where S J Gould employed him. He had parents, brothers and sisters living 

in Hascombe. 

 

Service: 

 

11 January 1937 from Woking to Dorking 

25 September 1937 from Dorking to Holmwood 

15 November 1937 Holmwood to Caterham 

4 April 1938 Caterham to Camberley 

11 February 1938 Camberley to Woking 

10 July 1939 Woking to Esher 

15 January 1940 Esher to Woking 

20 August 1942 Woking to the Army 

22 April 1944 posted missing in the central Mediterranean Theatre of War whilst 

serving with the Royal Tank Regiment 

26 July 1944 Letter from OIC Records Royal Armoured Corps states ñGould died in 

enemy hands as a result of wounds on 1 March 1944ò 

 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com Version 45 6 March 2025 163 

On 3 September 1943 the Allies invaded the Italian mainland, the invasion coinciding 

with an armistice made with the Italians who then re-entered the war on the Allied side. 

Progress through southern Italy was rapid despite stiff resistance, but the advance was 

checked for some months at the German winter defensive position known as the Gustav 

Line. Operations in January 1944 landed troops behind the German lines at Anzio, but 

a breakthrough was not achieved until 18 May when, after fierce fighting, Cassino 

finally fell to the Allies. Rome was taken on 3 June as the German withdrawal 

continued. The cemetery was started shortly afterwards and was used mainly for burials 

from the occupying garrison, but a few graves were brought in from the surrounding 

country, and some soldiers and airmen who died as prisoners of war in Rome are also 

buried there. (CWGC site) 

 

 

 

Anzio, Italy, February 1944 by David Pentland 

Replacements from 1st Battalion Irish Guards and Sherman tanks of the 46th Royal 

Tank Regiment move through the debris of Anzio town towards their jump-off 

positions for the Battle of Campoleone Station. 

 

Tony Forward:   PC Gouldôs wife Margery was a WPC in Surrey.  She remarried as 

Mrs Christmas, widowed again.  She died in the last 12 months.  Her name appears on 

the Welfare Dept list of the dead read at the NARPO meeting on 7 March 2004. 

Leonardôs brother has attended the Armistice Day service at Mount Browne on 11 

November in the past.   
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PC 209 John Raymond Bathe 

 Flight Sergeant (Bomb Aimer) 

RAFVR No 76 Squadron 

Died age 30, 25 April 1944 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PC Bathe served as Flight Sergeant (Bomb Aimer) in the RAFVR No 76 Squadron. 

Age 30.  PC Bathe was the son of Arthur Henry and Maud Mary Bathe, of Witley and 

was killed on operations with the RAF being buried in Witley (All Saints) Churchyard. 

 

PC Bathe was born in 1914 in the parish of St Mary, Marleybone. When joining the 

Surrey Constabulary on the 18th June 1939 he was 5 feet 10 and half inches tall, fresh 

complexion, dark brown hair and brown eyes. By trade PC Bathe was a motor engineer 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com Version 45 6 March 2025 165 

employed by Surrey County Council. He lived in Witley as did his parents with aunts 

and uncles in Haslemere. He was sworn in on the 23 June 1939 at Guildford and posted 

to Weybridge in the 24 June. On the 23 February 1942 with the Chief Constableôs 

permission John Bathe joined the RAF being killed just over two years later on the 25 

April 1944. 

 

No 76 Squadron was based Holme-on-Spalding Moor June 1943-May 1945 

 

 
PC Bathe second left41 

 

 

42 

 

 

 

 
41 http://aircrewremembered.com/douglas-dibbins.html 
42 http://aircrewremembered.com/douglas-dibbins.html 
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Last page of the log book of John Bathe Flight Sergeant43 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

From: Rob Davis Bomber Command Losses Database 

 

DATE: 24-Apr-1944 / 25-Apr-1944 

UNIT: 76 Squadron 

AIRCRAFT: Halifax III 

RAF BASE: Holme-On-Spalding-Moor 

TAKE-OFF AT: 22:09 

SERIAL: LK789  

 
43 http://aircrewremembered.com/douglas-dibbins.html 
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CODES: MP: L 

TARGET: Karlsruhe 

PILOT: Dibbins, Douglas Robert, Pilot Officer, (171730) (killed) 

CREW: Sergeant Gerard John Head (flight engineer) (1801075) (killed), 

Sergeant Kenneth Craven Oswald (navigator) (1493028) (killed), Flight  

Sergeant John Raymond Bathe (bomb aimer) (1395700) (killed), Sergeant James 

George Davenport (wireless operator) (1337654) (killed), Sergeant Norris 

Mervyn Harrison (mid-upper gunner) (1819564) (killed), Flight Sergeant J 

Anderson (injured) 

DETAILS: On return to base, the aircraft was shadowed by an intruder and 

shot down 0420 near Welney, 7 miles southwest of Downham Market.  The dead 

of the crew are buried various UK cemeteries. 

 

No 76 squadron bombed targets of the widest variety-from industrial centres, railways, 

gun batteries, oil and petrol installations, to the Channel Ports, Noball sites and 

concentrations of troops and armour.  July 24 1940 15 Halifaxes of 35 and 76 Squadron 

attacked La Pallice and the battle cruiser Scharnhorst. Fourteen Halifaxes reached the 

target and attacked with every one of them being hit; five craft failed to return, 16 

crewmembers killed and 19 taken prisoner. Five more aircraft were so seriously 

damaged that they took three weeks to repair and members of the crews of these aircraft 

also died and were seriously wounded. (The Right of the Line) 

On the night of 10/11th April 1942, it made history by dropping the first 8,000lb High 

Capacity bomb on the enemy in a raid on Essen. Two further highlights of its war record 

were its participation in a series of three attacks on the Tirpitz in the Trondheim area in 

March and April 1942, and in the heavy raid on Peenemunde in August 1943. In 

addition to operating in Europe No. 76, or more accurately, a detachment from it, 

operated in the Middle East for a while (in 1942) and then merged with a detachment 

from No. 10 Squadron to become No. 462 Squadron, RAAF.  

From August 1942 to April 1943 Wing Commander GL Cheshire VC commanded No 

76 Squadron. (Other references say last 4 months of 1943) (Bomber Command ï Hastings)) 

 

The squadron made 43 attacks on the Ruhr between 5 March and 12 July 1943. It was 

noted as an exceptionally mixed internationally crewed squadron. At Holme on 

Spalding the conditions for the crews was rough and NCOs slept in the Mess in cold 

weather on settees rather than in their own beds. (Bomber Command ï Hastings) 

 

From 23 August 1943 the Squadron took part in The Berlin Raids. (The Berlin Raids ï 

Middlebrook) 
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Handley Page Halifax B.I, B.II, B.III, B.V and B.VI: May 1941-May 1945 

 

The following was received in March 2011 from Michael Harrison about John Bathe 

who was the bomb aimer onboard Halifax LK789 shot down 25 April 1944:   My uncle 

Sgt N. M Harrison was the mid-upper gunner onboard. I have been researching about 

the crew for many years and have sent details of the crewôs last operation to the websites 

below:- 

 

http://www.aircrewremembrancesociety.com/raf1944/dibbins.html 

 

http://www.welney.org.uk/ww2/aircrashes/halifax/halifax-may-1944.htm 

 

During my research I have made contact with three relatives of the crew including 

Patricia Jones who is the niece of John Raymond Bathe. She found out from her aunt; 

he was said to be a very funny, but quite an unassuming man and every body thought 

highly of him. He used to ride an Ariel Square Four silver motorbike and would often 

visit his aunts when stationed at Weybridge as a policeman. During the burial service 

the police formed a guard of honour for him. Unfortunately she has no other details.      

 

I have attached the 76 Squadron ORB listing the crew for the Karlsruhe operation. 

 

The fate of the crew is briefly mentioned in the book ñTo See The Dawn Breaking" by 

W.R Chorley. They are also included in the roll of honour section. 
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Surrey Advertiser 6 May 1944 
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PC 214 Norman Horace Edwards  

Trooper Royal Armoured Corps  

ñEò Army Delivery Squadron 

Died age 25, 9 July 1944 

 

PC Edwards was killed whilst serving with the Royal Armoured Corps as a Trooper in 

ñEò Army Delivery Squadron. Son of Horace and Theresa Maud Gertrude Edwards; 

husband of Marjorie Jean Edwards, of Walton-on-Thames, Surrey he is buried in the 

Rome War Cemetery having been killed in a motor accident in the Central 

Mediterranean Theatre of War. 

 

ñPolice Remembrance Trust: Norman had been a motor mechanic and a soldier serving 

with the Queen's Royal West Surrey Regiment until the   3 October 1938.  He was 

appointed to the Surrey Constabulary on the 13th of November 1938. Recalled for 

military service on the 20th of July 1942.ò 

 

PC Edwards joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 13 November 1938 aged 20 having 

been born in Capel, and was sworn on the 18 November at Guildford.  Six feet 1 inches 

tall, with fresh complexion, fair hair and dark blue eyes he joined the police when living 

in The Glen, Honeycrock Lane, Salfords. His parents lived at Salford and a sister at 

Chipstead. He was a motor mechanic. 

 

Service: 

Posted to Walton on Thames 19 November 1938 

23 August 1941 Walton to Weybridge 

November 1941 to August 1942 Reserved Cycle duties 

20 August 1942 joined the Army having been called up for service. De-reserved 1st July 

1942 

 

 

On 3 September 1943 the Allies invaded the Italian mainland, the invasion coinciding 

with an armistice made with the Italians who then re-entered the war on the Allied side. 

Progress through southern Italy was rapid despite stiff resistance, but the advance was 

checked for some months at the German winter defensive position known as the Gustav 

Line. Operations in January 1944 landed troops behind the German lines at Anzio, but 

a breakthrough was not achieved until 18 May when, after fierce fighting, Cassino 

finally fell to the Allies. Rome was taken on 3 June as the German withdrawal 

continued. The cemetery was started shortly afterwards and was used mainly for burials 

from the occupying garrison, but a few graves were brought in from the surrounding 

country, and some soldiers and airmen who died as prisoners of war in Rome are also 

buried there. Rome War Cemetery contains 426 Commonwealth burials of the Second 

World War. (CWGC site) 
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PC Jack Skingley  

Reigate Borough Police 

Flight Lieutenant DFC,  

Pathfinder 

Bomb Aimer 97 Squadron RAFVR 

Died aged 29, 21 July 1944 

 
Pathfinder 

 

 

 
 

 

The same Squadron as PC 390 Cyril Arthur Wakley who was killed in January 1944 
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Jack Skingley was reported missing from night operations with the RAF during an 

attack on Courtrai. On the 23 May 1945 the Air Ministry stated that Flight Lieutenant 

Skingley lost his life on the 21 July 1944. 

 

PC Skingley joined the Reigate Borough Police on the 27 April 1936 aged 19 having 

been born on the 7 July 1916 in Watford. He had previous military service with the 1st 

Battalion the Royal Sussex Regiment in which he served for 2 years and 14 days. PC 

Skingleyôs job when he joined the police was a Furniture Remover living at 8 Clifton 

Road, Watford. His mother was Winifred Maude and his father was deceased.  The 

officer was described as being 5 feet 11 inches tall with a fresh complexion, brown hair 

and grey eyes. 

 

Service: 

18 November 1936 passed First Aid exam 

5 December 1936 Discreditable conduct fined £1 on each of 3 charges and £2 on another 

charge. 

27 April 1937 Second Grade 

4 April 1938 Appointment confirmed as from 27 April 1938 

27 April 1938 3rd Grade 

27 April 1939 4th Grade 

10 July 1939 Disobedience to Orders fined £2 by the CC 

27 April 1940 5th Grade 

27 April 1941 6th Grade 

11 August 1941 Joined the RAF 

27 April 1942 7th Grade 

1 February 1943 transferred to the Surrey Joint Police Force 

27 April 1943 8th Grade 
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Jack Skingley married Marjorie Henderson 18 November 1940 

 

Pc Skingleyôs father was a police officer as was his grandfather, and on his wifeôs side 

was a policeman who was present at the Sidney Street siege in 1900. He was a member 

of the Reigate Borough Police where he lived with his wife and where their son Ross 

was born. 

 

 

 

PC Jack Skingley Reigate Borough 
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Our Heroes 
 

Flight Lieutenant Jack Skingley 

 

   Yonder star alive with merry light 

   Appears from Earth to be inanimate, 

   Yet think you not in that distant sphere, 

   Live people much the same as here. 

 

 

   Do they know pain as we who suffer now, 

   Are their aims small as ours, which show 

   No wish to rise to greater heights 

   As Time strides on and the Recorder writes 

 

 

   Look there! 

   The sun has thrust his rays, 

   To cap rockôs majesty in growing blaze 

   While down below to mortal life it brings 

   A stealing glow ï and things, 

   Which in the shadow of the eve 

   Gained magnitude, now die to leave (no gap) 
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   The thought that Yester took but little joy from Life 

   When man can face the growing strife 

   Now prevalent in this troubled world 

   By honouring a Flag unfurlôd. 

 

   Those soldiers who paraded in the Past 

   Fought War and left Deathôs aftermath, 

   Their ghosts now stand with Youth  

   To guide their feet, 

   To make it easier when the drummers beat 

   And ñLast Postò sends its poignant prayer 

   ñOh! God, receive these Heroes in Thy Careò. 

 

   Oh God, I pray that it may be 

   That when our nationôs history 

   Stands recorded in Truthôs clear light 

   No blot appears to mar the sight 

   Of noble sacrifice by those who tried, 

   With Hope and Loyalty allied, 

   To stop a Monsterôs greed for power, 

   And put an end to War for eôer. 

 

   Their loyalty unites in tempered band 

        True friendship proffered with unstinting hand. 

     If theirs to die the clasp is strong 

The greater sacrifice, the better bond 

 

In vision clear as to their destiny 

These men will fight for Right unceasingly. 

So charge your cups 

And stand in prideful pose 

To drink a toast to Victory and to Those 

Who counted not the price for Conquest paid 

Unfaltered in their purpose firmly made, 

To rid the World of horror and of vice 

They give their lives, what Greater Sacrifice! 

 

I give you ñOur Heroesò 

 

     JS  

 

 

From Ross Skingley in April 2004: ñMy father was a Bomb aimer in No 97 Squadron 

Pathfinders and flew in Lancasters. He joined the RAF in 1942 (records show 1941) 
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and trained in Canada. Between August 43 and July 44 he flew on 40 missions over 

Germany, France and Belgium, many of these over Berlin. I have no DFC citation as 

this was posthumously awarded. However I shall send for his records as all the other 

information was gathered from photos and the ops records from Kew. 

 

He and his crew went missing on a short raid from Coningsby to Coutraui in Belgium on 

the night of 20 July 44 out of the 14 Lancasters to go out his was the only one that did 

not return. His Pilot was P/O Edwards. 

 

I am now 60 and have served in 27 years in the Army and Army Air Corps.  I have 

flown as aircrew and as a pilot since the age of 16 and still fly my old Auster out of 

Bourne Airfield Cambridgeshire, which of course was the base for No 97 Squadron 

during part of the warò 

 

PC Skingley served with the Pathfinders who were volunteers for this particularly 

dangerous role. He was killed in a night operation in Lancasters with the RAF and is 

remembered on the Runnymede Memorial. No 97 Squadron were based Bourne 

Airfield Cambridgeshire and were Squadron were on the Berlin Raids 1943-1944. 

 

 

FLT/LT Jack Skingley D.F.C. Bomb Aimer trained in Canada 1943 after which was 

posted to 7 Sqdn Oakington in 1943 and also served with 207 Sqdn and transferred as 

F/O with P/O W.H.Benton and P.O J.I. Rogerson to 97 Sqdn in late '43. Jack was most 

likely on his second tour when he took part in ops to Courtrai on 1/7/44. His aircraft, 

piloted by P.O Edwards was lost in the raid. (Stan Warren's WWII Ex-RAF Ground 

Crew Services Web Site Notice Board Page 3) 

 

 

Flying Officer Jack Skingley flew the following operations with 79 Squadron: 

 

FLIGHT LIEUTENANT 146974 William Henry BENTON DFC  97 (STRAITS 

SETTLEMENTS) SQUADRON 

Jack was posted to Number 97 Squadron from Number 207 Squadron 19.12.43 1. 14/15 

January 1944 Brunswick Training programme for today has been cancelled in lieu of 

tonightôs operations for which 21 aircraft have been detailed, the target being 

Brunswick. The weather was 10/10ths cloud with tops from 5,000/8,000, visibility 

good. Defences slight H/F inaccurate and below, S/Ls ineffective. Fighters were very 

active from coast to target and on the return. No bombing results were seen but some 

scattered fires were reported. Markers were however scattered and no continuous 

concentration was achieved. F/Lt Stevens and crew, P/O Hodgson and crew are 

missing, nothing heard since. JB731F F/O W.H.Benton, Sgt J.E.Rimmington, F/O 

J.I.Rogerson, F/O J. Skingley, Sgts L.Hornsby, A.Holbrook, F/Sgt C.Fernandez. Up 

1700 Down 2207 1-x 4000lb, 6 x 1000lb, and 4-x 500lb. Primary target attacked from 
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20,000. Bombs released on H2S. No Wanganui flares seen on run up. Glow of fires 

could be seen from 50 miles away. 

 

3. 15/16 February 1944 Ð Berlin Flying and ground training as detailed. 24 aircraft 

detailed for operations. 17 aircraft took off to attack targets in Berlin in 10/10ths cloud 

tops 5/6000 feet and visibility good over target. Defences predicted H/F and L/F. 

Searchlights ineffective owing to cloud. The marking was kept constant and well 

concentrated; in most cases TIs were lost in cloud. No results were seen but a good 

glow reflected on clouds indicated a fairly good concentration and the glow was seen 

from 30 miles on route home. P/O McLean and crew failed to return from this operation. 

16 photos attempted. The remaining 7 aircraft attacked Frankfurt-on-Oder about 50 

miles away from Berlin. Weather was 10/10ths cloud tops 5/8000 feet, visibility good. 

Negligible H/F and L/F. Searchlights were ineffective; and there was no fighter activity. 

The target was well marked by TI green and a concentration of reds was maintained. A 

good glow was seen when on route home; otherwise no results were seen owing to 

cloud. 7 photos attempted. The raid on Berlin was considered very successful Ð over 

1000 aircraft were employed on the night operations. ND500P P/O W.H.Benton, Sgt 

J.E.Rimmington, P/O J.I.Rogerson, F/O J.Skingley, F/Sgt A.Hunter, F/Sgt Holbrook, 

F/Sgt J.Fernandez. Up 1710 Down 0105 5 x 2000lb. Weather at target 10/10ths cloud 

tops 8,000. Visibility  hazy; bombed Berlin at 19,000 but results of bombing could not 

be seen owing to cloud.   

Detailed for operations with briefing for aircrews at 1700 hours with 21 aircraft took 

off to attack Stuttgart. Two aircraft returned early due to technical failures. The 

remaining 19 aircraft carried on to raid the target in 4-6/10ths cloud tops thin layer 

15,000 feet, visibility good. Defences moderate H/F barrage. No searchlights. Fighter 

activity seemed reduced. 18 photos attempted. The attack opened early and all 

supporters were on time. Red TIs were seen at 0356 hours with Wanganui flares and 

the first green at 0358 hours. Marking from that time was fairly regular and the target 

was kept marked throughout the attack, a good concentration was maintained. Bomb 

bursts were seen in town but some incendiaries were wide and overshot. An explosion, 

orange in colour, was seen in NW part of town at 0404 hours. And large fires were seen 

embracing whole streets in NW part of town. Smoke rose to over 15,000 and fires were 

seen by some crews of returning aircraft from 130 miles on route home. Generally 

marking was good and the attack is considered to have been successful. F/Lt R. S. 

Emerson and crew crashed on approaching to land on the runway there were no 

survivors. The aircraft had circled and been in touch with Control by R/T. The captain 

stated that they were in difficulty, having collided over the target with another aircraft. 

The aircraft was considerably damaged which no doubt was the cause of the aircraft 

diving into the ground some 300 yards short of the runway. The aircraft was burnt and 

wreckage strewn about seven bodies taken to SSQ Bourn. ND500L F/O W. H. Benton, 

F/Sgt J. E. Rimmington, P/O J. I. Rogerson, F/O J. Skingley, Sergeants L. Hornsby, 

Holbrook, F/Sgt J. Fernandez. Up 0030 Down 0700 4 x TI, 1 x 4000lb, and 5 x 1000 

lb. Weather at target 8/10ths tops 10/12,000. Visibility  poor; bombed at 20,000 with 

violent explosions observed and spreading 
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6. 25/26 February 1944 Augsburg 21aircraft have again been detailed for operations, 

crews have been briefed to attack in two waves. 1st wave 1 aircraft returned early S/I 

u/s. The remaining 12 aircraft attacked Augsburg in clear sky and good visibility from 

10,500 -19,000 feet. Defences slight to moderate H/F. There were many searchlights 

but ineffective around the target.  Fighters were negligible although flares were plentiful 

directly after attack. The first green TI was seen at 22.38 hours and immediately 

afterwards others followed there being a good concentration of TI greens and TI reds 

in the first two minutes. Marking was good and maintained throughout the attack and 

bomb bursts and incendiaries were seen in the area of markers. Some bombing was seen 

in the north corner of the town and most was generally to be seen in the built up area. 

The attack was generally considered to be good. 2nd wave 1 aircraft was withdrawn 

technical failures 1 aircraft returned early due to electrical failure; the remaining 6 

aircraft attacked Augsburg from 14,500/19,500 in clear sky and good visibility. 

Defences were mod/slight H/F bursting high. Searchlights were ineffective but 

numerous and fighter activity negligible. 6 photos attempted. Fires resulting from the 

earlier attack were seen to be burning when first aircraft arrived. TI greens were seen 

and quickly backed up by the VBUs and the target was kept well marked. Main force 

aircraft arrived early and bombed before time. The main force of the attack appeared to 

be a little to NE. A good fire appeared to be burning covering a large area in centre of 

town and some scattered to north from earlier attack. 18 Lancasters attacked and 

returned safely to base. This attack on Augsburg is the first by night since the famous 

daylight attack on the factory on the 17th April 1942 by 97 Squadron led by S/L 

Sherwood DFC who is now a prisoner of war. The American Air Force attacked the 

same targets in daylight yesterday in large force. JB300D F/O W. H. Benton, Sgt J. E. 

Rimmington, F/O J. I. Rogerson, F/O J. Skingley, Sgts L. Hornsby, F. Holbrook, J. 

Fernandez. Up 1903 Down 0209 4 x TI, 1 x 4000lb, 4 x 1000lb. Augsburg attacked 

successfully. Bombs dropped in centre of salvo of red and green TIs. Very good 

concentration of TIs achieved. Fires could be seen burning in area of aiming point in 

spite of haze and smoke. 

 

7. 22/23 March 1944 Ð Frankfurt Some training was carried out in the morning and 14 

Lancasters were detailed for operations tonight. Frankfurt was the target and the attack 

opened on time at 21.45. A fair concentration was achieved, timing was good, and 

marking was well maintained. Large fires were seen around aiming point and fires 

quickly extended with smoke rising to 10,000 and fires were visible 200 miles away. 

There was slight H/F, searchlights numerous but ineffective. Enemy fighter activity was 

below normal. P/O Cooper and crew failed to return, no news having since been 

received. F/O Moroney and crew also failed to return, the last message heard was at 

20.38 hours, position given as 53.21N 03.45E baling out. JB683C F/O W.H.Benton, 

Sgt J.E.Rimmington, P/O J.R.Rogerson, F/O J.Skingley, F/Sgt L.Hornsby, F/Sgt 

F.Holbrook, F/Sgt J.Fernandez. Up 1855 Down 0010 4 x TI, 1 x 4000lb, 2 x 1000lb, 

600 x 4lb incs, 40 x 4lb incs. Cloud 6/10ths (layer stratus) tops 12,000Õ. Visibility  was 

good over target, which was attacked from 19,000Õ in centre of main concentration of 
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Wanganuis. There were two concentrations of Wanganuis, the larger of the two about 

4 miles east of the other. Scattered fires were burning and glow seen for 90 miles. A 

large orange explosion was also seen at 2206 hours. 

 

8. 24/25 March 1944 Berlin Training was suspended for briefing - 14 aircraft being 

detailed for operations. 14 Lancasters set out to attack Berlin; weather over target was 

4 to 9/10ths cloud, visibility good. Defences slight H/F. and moderate L/F. Searchlights 

ineffective, night fighters active. Bombing took place from approx 19,000. The attack 

opened with Wanganui flares in fair concentration. Later red and green TIs were seen. 

This was kept up and marking was fairly well concentrated and constant. Fires were 

seen in the area of TIs. Built up area and lines of streets were clearly seen around the 

glow of incendiaries. This was generally considered a good attack. 12 photos attempted. 

F/O Todd and crew and P/O Coates DFM and crew failed to return. A signal was 

received from F/O Todd and crew when near the Calais area on return, but nothing 

further heard. Well over 2500 tons were dropped on this attack and a total of 72 bombers 

reported missing. JB683C F/O W.H.Benton, Sgt J.E.Rimmington, P/O J.I.Rogerson, 

F/O J.Skingley, F/Sgt L.Hornsby, F/Sgt F.Holbrook, F/Sgt J.Fernandez. Up 1855 

Down 0130 4 x TI, 1 x 4000lb, 850 x 4lb incs, 50 x 4lb "X" incs 8/10ths cloud over 

Berlin tops 10,000Õ. Bombs fell from 19,000 in centre of large concentration of 

Wanganui flares. One red TI and one green were seen glowing in cloud beneath the 

Wanganui flares. Glow from fires seen. 

 

9. 30/31 March 1944 Nuremberg Some training was carried out prior to briefing. 14 

crews were detailed to attack Nuremberg. Weather was 7-tp 10/10ths cloud with tops 

varying from 10,000 to 20,000 with thick haze. 2 red TIs were seen to disappear under 

the cloud at 0103 hours. A cluster of sky markers was observed at 0110, in a 

concentration east of Nuremberg with two others south of the city. The attack tended to 

become scattered towards the end; however, a large explosion was noted at 0113 hours. 

The flak was moderate to heavy, no searchlights. Fighters were up in great strength. 

Command experienced their heaviest nightôs loss in 96 aircraft. F/Lt Rowlands and 

crew and F/Lt Hyde and crew failed to return. P/O Edwards was badly shot up, returned 

safely. JB609? F/O W.H.Benton, Sgt J.E.Rimmington, P/O J.R.Rogerson, F/O 

J.Skingley, F/Sgt L.Hornsby, F/Sgt F.Holbrook, Sgt J.Fernandez. Up 2230 Down 0515 

4 x TI, 1 x 4000lb, 846 x 4lb incs, 54 x 4lb "X" incs Nuremburg attacked from 19,000. 

There were only two TI reds down on bombing and these cascaded at 0120 hours. One 

Wanganui was seen during bombing run but it had disappeared by the time target area 

was reached. No results seen. 

 

  

FLYING OFFICER (157108) H W J EDWARDS  
 

2. 30/31 January 1944 Berlin ND425E P/O H .W. J. Edwards, Sgt J. E. Rimmington, 

P/O J. R. Rogerson, F/O J. Skingley, Sgt L. Hornsby, F/Sgt J. Fernandez, Sgt F. E. 

Holbrook. Up 1715 Down 2340 5 x 2000lb. Bombs dropped in centre of concentration 
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of Wanganuis over Berlin. Wanganuis well backed up. No results seen due to 10/10ths 

cloud. 

 

4. 11/12 April 1944 - Aachen ND451R F/O H. W. J. Edwards, F/O W. Hannah, F/L E 

.C .Burt, F/O J. Skingley, F/Sgt W. H. Rosser, F/O R. Underhill, Sgt J. Rumney. Up 

2045 Down 0035 13-x 1000lb MC. Aachen topped at 10,000 with 8/10ths thin stratus 

cloud. Visibility was good. Red TI seen to cascade, no greens seen until leaving target. 

Own bombs seen to burst in built up area near the red TI. 

 

5. 20/21 April 1944 Paris (La Chappelle Marshalling Yards) ND541R F/O H. W. J. 

Edwards, F/O W. Hannah, F/L E. L .Burt, F/O J. Skingley, F/Sgt W. H. Rosser, F/O 

R. Underhill, Sgt J. Rumney. Up 2302 Down 0324 5-x 4 x 7" flares, 4 x 1000lb GP, 5 

x 1000lb MC. Weather at target very clear. Visibility was good and bombed from 

13,000 on green TI. First run (0101.5 hrs) and from same height on two red spot fires 

on 2nd run ten minutes later. Green TI was seen burning on the northern end of the 

marshalling yard. Flares all went together very tight concentration. Bombing 

concentrated but fire also possibly mile south of town. Order to bomb received by W/T. 

 

6. 24/25 April 1944 Munich ND451R F/O H. W. J. Edwards, F/O W .Hannah, F/L E. 

C. Burt, F/O J. Skingley, F/Sgt W. H. Rosser, F/O R. Underhill, Sgt J. Rumney. Up at 

2055 and down 0634. 6 x "J" clusters, 3 x yellow TI, 2 x red TI, 40 x 30lb inches. 

Topped target at 0148 hours at 13,000. Attacked on RSF which seemed to be scattered 

over the town, the one actually bombed being 2 miles south of town. Many fires seen 

later converging into one large fire. Raid appeared most successful. Explosion at 0241 

hours seen when aircraft 160 miles on way home, lit up cockpit.  

 

7. 26/27 April 1944 Schweinfurt ND451R F/O H. W .J .Edwards, F/O W. Hannah, F/L 

E. C .Burt, F/O J. Skingley, F/Sgt W. H. Rosser, F/O R. Underhill, Sgt J. Rumney. Up 

2138 Down 0615. 6 x RSF, 8 x 500 AN/M 76. No cloud, slight haze. Good visibility 

above haze and smoke. Target sighted by RSF. On arrival at target, no flares seen. 

Whilst orbiting, a TI green went down, and then a red spot backed up by our red spots. 

Many incendiaries seen, some scattered and could be seen in fields. 

 

8. 28/29 April 1944 Kjeller (Oslo) ND346O P/O H. W. J. Edwards, F/O W. Hannah, 

F/L E. C. Burt, F/O J. Skingley, F/Sgt W. H. Rosser, F/O R. Underhill, Sgt J. Rumney. 

Up 2112 Down 0444. 6 clusters of 7" flares, 6 x 1000lb MC. Target located by buildings 

and flares and runways. As earlier flares died down, controller called us to back up at 

0122 hours. Waited for bombing instructions, which were to bomb between red and 

green spot fires. As no GSFs were visible to us, we bombed slightly to port of RSF. On 

leaving westerly buildings seemed to be well hit but smoke obscured easterly target. 

Red explosion at 0155 hours in target area.  

 

9. 1/2 May 1944 Ð Toulouse ND451R F/O H. W. J. Edwards, F/O W. Hannah, S/L P. 

A. Stevens, F/O J. Skingley, F/Sgt W. H. Rosser, F/O R. Underhill, Sgt J. Rumney. Up 
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2148 Down 0500. 6 x 7" flare clusters, 3 x 1000lb MC, and 3 x 1000lb MC (LD), 3 x 

4.5" rec flares. Visibility very good. Located target by markers and visually. Datum 

point green TI seen cascading at 0110 hours. Green TI seen westward of yellow, which 

caused confusion. Received orders over VHF to released all flares; dropped 6 clusters 

in stick then saw RSF on ground which Main Force were ordered to bomb. Flare Force 

ordered to bomb before could be obscured by smoke. Violent explosions seen at 0150, 

0157, 0218 hours (red) and at 0303 hours from 150 miles away. 6 clusters 7" flares, 3 

x 1000lb MC, 3 x 1000lb MC (LD), 3 x 4.5" reco flares  

 

10. 3/4 May 1944 Mailly-Le-Camp ND415R F/O H. W .J. Edwards, F/O W. Hannah, 

F/O E. C. Burt, F/O J. Skingley, F/Sgt W. H. Rosser, F/O R. Underhill, Sgt J. Rumney. 

Up 2159 Down 0326. 10 x TI RSF, 2 x 1000lb MC, 2 x TI green No 4, 3 x 4.5" flares. 

On arrival, southern end of target on fire, smoke obscured. Cease bombing signal given 

to the first wave. Controller called for Backers/Up went in and bombed as instructed 

(undershoot west of TI). Controller said marking was excellent. Terrific explosion over 

target at 0015 hours and another at 0020 hours, which may have been a collision. 

Numerous scarecrow flares all along route in and out. Also track indicators. 19/20 May 

1944 Amiens ND451R F/O H. W. J. Edwards, F/O W. Hannah, F/L E. C. Burt, F/O J. 

Skingley, F/Sgt W. H. Rosser, F/O R. Underhill, and Sgt J. Rumney. Up 2320 Down 

0051. 11 x 7" clusters, 3 x 1000lb MC, 3 x 4.5" reco flares. Mission abandoned at 

position 51.55N 0020E at 2359. Port inner engine u/s (cut out and no pressure). 

 

11. 22/23 May 1944 - Brunswick ND451R F/O H. W. J. Edwards, F/O W. Hannah, F/L 

E. C. Burt, F/O J. Skingley, F/Sgt A. W. Burnell, F/O R. Underhill, Sgt J. Rumney. Up 

2251 Down 0406. One-flare red/green stars, 1 x 2000lb HC, 1 x TI green No 4, 11 x 

"J" type clusters. 10/10ths cloud, vis good. Identified target on H2S. Flares down on 

arrival but no markers seen except for a TI green, cancelled by two TI yellows seen 

through cloud gap at approx 0122 hours. Much bombing at "K" and after, but first sky 

markers not asked for until about three minutes after we bombed. No results observed.  

 

Jack Skingley promoted this day 

 

12. 24/25 May 1944 Eindhoven (Phillips Works) ND415R F/O H. W. J. Edwards, F/O 

W. Hannah, F/L E. C. Burt, F/L J. Skingley, F/Sgt A. W. Burnell, F/O R. Underhill, 

Sgt J. Rumney. No times shown. 12 x 7" clusters, 3 x 4.5 reco flares. On arrival at target 

raid called off 0038 hours. Howl on VHF, which stopped as Controller transmitted with 

studs "A" and "C" noisy but message clear.  

 

13. 27/28 May 1944 St Valery-en-Caux ND451R F/O H. W. J.  Edwards, F/O W. 

Hannah, F/L E. C. Burt, F/L J. Skingley, F/Sgt A. W. A. Burnell, F/O R. Underhill, 

Sgt J. Rumney. Up 2354 Down 0311. 12 x 7 x 4.5" clusters, 2 x 1000lb MC, 3 x 4.5" 

reco flares. Target (St Valery-en-Caux) located on Gee and H2S in good visibility. 

Mosquitoes had difficulty locating actual target. Called for reserve flares then they 

assessed the RSFs and passed the vectored wind; then ordered to come in and bomb. 
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Cease bombing order received and Controller called for more RSF; as none available, 

he said he was going in to bomb, so the rest of the Force did the same.  

 

14. 31 May/1 June 1944 - Maisy ND451R F/O H. W. J. Edwards, F/O W. Hannah, F/L 

E. C. Burt, F/L J. Skingley, F/Sgt A. W. A. Burnell, F/O R. Underhill, Sgt J. Rumney. 

Up 2306 Down 0229. 6 x 7 x 4.5" clusters, 8 x 1000lb MC, 3 x 4.5" reco flares. Thin 

stratus believed 9,000Õ. Target Oboe marked. Confirmed by H2S and Gee. Arrived 

0046.5 and waited instructions. Flare seen. Ordered by Controller not to drop flares at 

0053 hours. Controller abandoned raid. Landed at Chipping Warden. 

 

15. 5/6 June 1944 St Pierre du Mont ND495M F/O H. W. J. Edwards, F/O W. Hannah, 

F/L E. C. Burt, F/L J. Skingley, F/Sgt A. W. A. Burnell, F/O R. Underhill, Sgt J. 

Rumney. Up 0304 Down 0658. 11 x 1000lb MC, 4 x 500lb GP. 10/10ths cloud but clear 

below. Located target by markers, confirmed visually. Arrived rather early and stood 

off; ran in on markers on time. Interference from slipstream may have spoilt photograph 

(day camera).  

 

16. 6/7 June 1944 Argentan ND862R F/O H. W. J. Edwards, F/O W. Hannah, F/L E. 

C. Burt, F/O K. S. Barker (Vis A/B), F/L J. Skingley, F/Sgt A. W. A. Burnell, F/O R. 

Underhill, Sgt J. Rumney. Up 2329 Down 0315. 6 x 7 x 4.5" clusters, 10 x 500lb MC, 

3 x 4.5" reco flares. Target northern aiming point at Argentan located by PFF markers. 

Encountered 10/10ths cloud at 6,000Õ, clear below. Flares dropped on northern aiming 

point. After circling for few minutes, bombsight toppled on first run; on second run the 

automatic release did not work. By this time the cease bombing signal had been given, 

then the other attacks opened and we heard Controller say that the markers were okay, 

and as bombing had started on this one (Marshalling Yard) we went in to bomb.  

 

17. 15/16 June 1944   Chateaurault ND867R F/O H. W. J. Edwards, F/O W. Hannah, 

F/L E. C. Burt, F/L J. Skingley, F/O K. S. Barker (Vis A/B), F/Sgt A. W. A. Burnell, 

F/O R. Underhill, Sgt J.R umney. Up 2135 Down 0320. 9 x 7 x 4.5" clusters, 9 x 500lb 

MC, 3 reco flares. Located target visually by wood and illumination flares but own 

flares dropped by H2S on time in second wave, as first wave was late. First RSF fell at 

0047 hours and bombing commenced by Controllerôs orders at 0053 hours. Before this, 

further flares stated to be not required, and green TI requested from Backer Up. No 

assessment of marker heard. First stick of bombs undershot by a long distance, but 

subsequently improved. One large explosion seen at start.  

 

19. 19/20 July 1944   Thivergny PA979R F/O H. W .J. Edwards, F/O W. Hannah, F/L 

E. C. Burt, F/L J. Skingley, F/O K. S. Barker (Vis A/B), P/O A. W. A. Burnell, F/L R. 

Underhill (MG), F/L C. C. Sherring (MG), F/Sgt J. Rumney. Up 1931 Down 0002. 4 x 

TI red No 16, 9 x 1000lb GP, 1 x 1000lb MC LD (48 hrs). Weather clear, slight ground 

haze. Identified target visually. Ran over target at 2130 hours; no markers were down. 

Visibility not good. Target was identified too late to start a bombing run. Returned on 

route ordered (to Reading thence across country to North Sea to jettison 2 x 1000lb GP, 
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1 x 1000lb MC) at position 5400N 0210E, 2331 hours at 9000. Several efforts were 

made to pass winds found to Controller without success. 7 x 1000lb GP and 4 TI red 

brought back.  

 

Aircraft Missing  

 

20. 20/21 July 1944   Courtrai PA974R F/O H. W. J. Edwards, F/O W. Hannah, F/L E. 

C. Burt, F/L J. Skingley, F/O K. S. Barker (Vis A/B), P/O A. W. A. Burnell, F/L R. 

Underhill, F/Sgt J. Rumney. Up 2319 4 x TI green, 10 x 1000lb MC/GP. Aircraft 

missing - nothing heard of after take off. Extract from Bomber Command Losses 

20/21.7.44 Lancaster III PA979 OF Ð R. Op Courtrai. T/O 2319 Coningsby with orders 

to bomb railway yards. Lost without trace. All are commemorated on the Runnymede 

Memorial. F/L Barker had flown previously with 61 Squadron, his DFM being 

published on 13 August 1943. On this sortie he was acting as a second air bomber. F/O 

Edwards was the son of Chief Stoker Hubert Harry Edwards RN who lost his life on 

active service on 13 November 1940. F/O H. W. J. Edwards (+), F/O W. Hannah DFC 

(+), F/L E. C. Burt DFC (+), F/L J. Skingley DFC (+), F/O K. S. H. Barker DFM (+), 

P/O A. W .A. Burnell (+), F/L C. R. Underhill (+), F/S J. Rumney (+). 

 

 

From: Rob Davis Bomber Command Losses Database 

DATE: 20-Jul-1944 / 21-Jul-1944 

UNIT: 97 Squadron 

AIRCRAFT: Lancaster III 

RAF BASE: Coningsby 

TAKE-OFF AT: 23:19  

CODES: OF: R 

TARGET: Courtrai 

PILOT: Edwards, Hubert William Joseph, Flying Officer, (157108) (killed) 

CREW: Flying Officer William Hannah DFC (155897) (killed), Flight 

Lieutenant Eric Cyril Burt DFC (118027) (killed), Flight Lieutenant Jack 

Skingley DFC (134721) (killed), Flying Officer Kenneth Stowell Harrison 

Barker DFM (146946) (killed), Pilot Officer Aubrey William Alexander 

Burnell (177502) (killed), Flight Lieutenant Claude Raymond Underhill 

(136718) (killed), Flight Sergeant Joseph Rumney (2209612) (killed) 

 
DETAILS: Tasked to attack railway yards.  Lost without trace; all crew are 

remembered on the Runnymede Memorial.  F/L Barkerôs DFM gazetted 13 Aug 43, 

then with 61 Squadron, for duties as a second air bomber.  F/O Edwards was the son 

of Chief Stoker Hubert Harry Edwards RN who lost his life on active service on 13 Nov 

40. 

 

Distinguished Flying Cross recognises acts of bravery during combat operations in the 

air and is awarded ñfor gallantry during active operations against the enemyò. 
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From:  Gavin Maude to Rob Davis Bomber Command Losses Database 

My grandfather came from Camberley in Surrey and was a member of the local 

constabulary.  He resigned to join the war effort (which he was not 

required to do as a policeman as I understand that conscription did not 

apply to them. This is what my great-grandmother used to say when she was 

alive as Jack was her only child and she was quite bitter about his loss) 

 

He trained in Canada in 1943 as a Pathfinder.  I have no idea when he 

actually joined up and with which squadron.  From Canada he was posted to 

Oakington and also that year served with No 207 squadron.  He transferred from 

207 with 2 other crewmembers (P/O Benton and P/O J I Rogerson) to 97 

Squadron.  He was most likely on his 2nd tour when his Lancaster (aircraft 

PA979) flown by Pilot Officer Edwards went missing in a daylight raid to 

Courtria (Belgium).  The target was bounced (being train yards and a 

triangular rail junction. I think that the area had something to do with V2 

manufacturing or entraining).  Of the 302 aircraft that took part only 9 

were lost which is an unusually low number.  The plane was second to last to 

take off at 17.42 from Conningsby airfield. The notes from one of the squadron log 

books I viewed at Kew mention light enemy fighter activity on the way out and my 

uncle who is also helping me tracked down an aircrew member who went on the raid 

who (having looked at his log book) recalled that there was an air explosion over the 

target as his aircraft waited to go on its bomb run and the pathfinders to do their 

target marking. The plane went missing without trace or record and my grandfather is 

remembered at the Runnymede memorial and in the squadron book at Norwich 

Cathedral. Before he died I believe that Jack may have voiced some concern in a letter 

to his cousin as to the state of his aircraft. Jack was known amongst his peers as uncle 

as he was 29 when he died and the average crew age was 21/22.  I also understand from 

my grandmother that he was friends with Guy Gibson and that Guy (who was small in 

stature) and my grandfather (who was over 6 ft) did a double act on the piano in the 

mess...I do not know how true this is, but it is a nice story! The DFC was posthumous 

 

The Air Forces Memorial at Runnymede commemorates by name over 20,000 airmen 

who were lost in the Second World War during operations from bases in the United 

Kingdom and North and Western Europe, and who have no known graves. They served 

in Bomber, Fighter, Coastal, Transport, Flying Training and Maintenance Commands, 

and came from all parts of the Commonwealth. Some were from countries in continental 

Europe which had been overrun but whose airmen continued to fight in the ranks of the 

Royal Air Force. (CWGC site) 
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Avro Lancaster B.I and B.III: Jan 1942 onwards 

 

                                       

 

 

 
 

 

RAF Memorial Runneymede 
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Runnymede Memorial taken June 2009 
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PC235 JOSEPH RONALD MUNCASTER 

Surrey Constabulary 

Royal Artillery Second World War  

 

 
26 September 1916 Preston, Lancashire  

Killed 4 October 1944 Italy 

 

 
Joseph Muncaster far left possibly with brothers 

 

Killed in a ñbattlefield accidentò i.e. normally ñfriendlyò fire44 

 
44 Surrey Constabulary appointments book (9152/1/2/1/5) 
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Occupation - Police Constable with Surrey Constabulary 

 

Married in 1939 to Mary A Stones (on the marriage register ï but on the 1939 Register 

it shows her name as Anderson) !  They were living at 2 Police Cottages, Godalming, 

occupation Police Constable. 

 

Joseph Ronald Muncaster from the appointments book (9152/1/2/1/5) 
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Joseph Ronald Muncaster from the appointments book (9152/1/2/1/5) 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com Version 45 6 March 2025 193 

 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com Version 45 6 March 2025 194 

 

 

 

 

Received police pay in the army ï differential between army pay and police pay made 

up paid by county hall ï cut 1 February 1945. Widows pension later suspended on her 

remarriage. 
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Surrey Advertiser 24th May 1939 --- Godalming News 

 

 
 

 
Surrey Advertiser 24 January 1940 
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Surrey Advertiser 24 August 1940 
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WORLD WAR CASUALITY LIST 1939 -1945 

 

J.R. Muncaster 

Rank   Gunner 

Military No:  14266479 

War:   World War 2 

Regiment:  17 Field Regiment, Royal Artillery 

Death:   4th October 1944 

Place:   Italy 

 

Santerno Valley War Cemetery 

 

On 3 September 1943 the Allies invaded the Italian mainland, the invasion coinciding 

with an armistice made with the Italians who then re-entered the war on the Allied side. 

Following the fall of Rome to the Allies in June 1944, the German retreat became 

ordered and successive stands were made on a series of defensive lines. In the northern 

Apennine mountains, the last of these, the Gothic Line, was breached by the Allies 

during the Autumn campaign and the front inched forward as far as Ravenna in the 

Adriatic sector, but with divisions transferred to support the new offensive in France, 

and the Germans dug in to a number of key defensive positions, the advance stalled as 

winter set in. The cemetery was started by the British 78th Division during the fighting 

in the Apennines towards the end of 1944 and was later added to by bringing in burials 
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from the surrounding region. Santerno Valley War Cemetery contains 287 

Commonwealth burials of the Second World War. (CWGC site) 

 

Lancashire Daily Post October 4th 1945 and October 4th 1946 - In Memoriam  

 

 
 

 

Granddaughter and great granddaughter living in Sydney, Australia in March 2025 
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PC Geoffrey Alexander Farquhar,  

Reigate Borough Police 

Sergeant Corps of Military Police 

Special Investigation Branch 

Died aged 27, 22 November 1944 

 

 
 

Geoffrey Alexander Farquhar Serjeant Corps of Military Police, Service number 

14622745. 

 

Died on the 22nd November 1944. 

 

Buried in St. Bartholomew's "New Churchyard", Horley, Surrey - grave reference: 

Block B. Row F. Grave 9.Killed in a motoring accident in West Bromwich whilst 

serving as a member of the Special Investigation Branch of the Military Police 

 

PC Farquhar a single man joined the Reigate Borough on the 5 June 1939 and was 

posted to the Redhill Division. Having been born on the 6 May 1917 in West Norwood 

he was the son of Henry and Mary Farquhar. When he joined the police, he was living 

at 62, Broxholme Road, West Norwood and was employed as a clerk at the London 

School of Motoring, Hampstead. 

 

The records show previous public service as ñSurrey Constabulary 1 month and in the 

Metropolitan Policeò. 

 

Service: 

 

3 June 1940 second Grade 
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26 March 1940 Passed ambulance exam 

29 January 1941 congratulated by the CC and the Chairman of the Reigate bench for 

his action in the case of Police v Byers, drunkenness and assault on Police. 

1 Sept 1941 Appointment confirmed as from 5 June 1941 

27 October 1941 Discipline for falsehood and prevarication fined £2 

5 June 1942 4th Grade 

14 September 1942 Neglect of duty fined 10/- by the CC 

1 February 1943 Transferred to surrey Joint Police Force 

3 June 1943 called up for service in HM Army 

5 June 1943 5th Grade 

 

 

Surrey Mirror - Friday 01 December 1944 

 

SERGT. G. A. FARQUHAR 

 

FUNERAL OF FORMER REDHILL POLICE OFFICER AT HORLEY. 

 

 

The funeral of Sergt. Geoffrey Alexander Farquhar, whose widow is the daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Lower of Eastbourne, took place at Horley on Monday.  On November 

22nd, whilst riding a motorcycle in the course of his military duties in the Midlands, he 

crashed into an obelisk trying to avoid another vehicle and was killed.   He was the son 

of the late Mr. Henry A. Farquhar and Mrs. Farquhar of Ianscot, Wolverton-gardens, 

Horley, and joined the Reigate Borough Police in May 1939, serving as Town Patrol 

Officer in Redhill Section until called for service in H.M. Forces in June 1943.  After 

passing through the Training Establishments he transferred to the Corps of Military 

Police, where he rapidly reached the rank of sergeant in the Special Investigation 

Branch and seemed faced with promising military career. 

 

The funeral service was held at Horley Parish Church followed by the internment in 

Horley Cemetery.  The Rev. J. C. Laker (Vicar of Horley), who officiated, gave a 

sympathetic address.  The coffin was covered with the Union Jack and floral tributes 

from the widow, mother, brother-in-law and other near relatives.  The floral tributes 

also included one from the Chief Constable of Surrey and officers. The chief mourners 

were Mrs. J. Farquhar (widow), Mrs. M. Farquhar (mother), Mrs J. Motlow, Mrs. E. 

Hopkins, Mrs. E. Andrews (sisters), Mr. J. Motlow, L.A.C. E. Hopkins, Mr. R. Andrews 

(brothers-in-law), Mrs. V. Lemon (sister-in-law). Mr. and Mrs. Lower (parents of Mrs. 

G. A. Farquhar), Mrs. Elsey (aunt) and Miss F. Cullam (cousin). 

 

Others present included: Supt. W. H. Beacher (representing Major Geoffrey Nicholson, 

Chief Constable of Surrey), Captain. C. J. Sutton (Divisional Leader representing the 

Reigate Division Special Constabulary), Inspectors Parkin and Atkins, Inspector 

Tudgay (Dorking Division, Horley Section, representing Supt. C.P. Hilton, Dorking), 
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and sergeants and constables of Dorking Division, Horley Section, Capt. C. J. Atkins 

(Divisional Leader, Surrey Special Constabulary), a contingent of sergeants, constables 

and War Reserves of Reigate Division ; also W.A.P.C. Parker (representing the 

Women's Auxiliary Police), Sergeant Williams, Coldstream Guards (representing P.C.s 

of Reigate Division serving in H.M. Forces), Captain. Ripley, Lieut. Wood, Sergeant 

Major Parry (Special Investigation Branch, Military Police, Western Command), and 

six of his comrades who acted as bearers. 

 

Sympathy will be extended to his widow, mother and other relatives and friends in this 

sudden bereavement. The funeral arrangements were carried out by Messrs. A. King 

and Son, Smallfield. 

 

 

Geoffrey Alexander Farquhar Born  June 1917 Lambeth. Buried 27.11.1944. 

 

Married Yvonne R Lower ¼ March 1941 Surrey. 

 

Probate. Of Lanscot, Woolverton Gardens, Horley. Died 22.11.1944 at Edward St, 

West Bromwich, Staffs. Admin to Yvonne Rosemary Farquhar. Effects £404 

 

In 1939 Yvonne (14.12.1910) was with parents at 35 Grays Rd, Eastbourne. She was a 

Drapery Saleswoman 
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Junior Police Clerk Arthur  Heming  

Sub-Lieutenant (A)  

763 Squadron 

Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve 

Died aged 19, 7 December 1944 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Arthur Hemming was a Sub-Lieutenant (A) in the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve 

based at HMS Nightjar. Aged just 19 when he died he was the son of Arthur Reginald 

and Dorothy Heming, of Epsom. He is remembered on the Lee-On-Solent Memorial  

 

HMS Nightjar was the Operational Training Unit for the Fleet Air Arm. Here, new 

aircrew would learn about deck landings etc. Examination of the CWGC website 

showed that Heming's forename was Arthur.  

  

Casualty Lists of the Royal Navy and Dominion Navies, World War 2 under 7 

December 1944 is this entry: 

  

FAA, 763 Sqn, Nightjar, air crash 

CALLANDER, William W, Ty/Act/Sub Lieutenant (A), RNVR, MPK  

HEMING, Arthur, Ty/Act/Sub Lieutenant (A), RNVR, MPK  

WESTCOTT, Norman, Ty/Leading Airman, FAA/FX 605264, MPK  

  

MPK means 'missing, presumed killed' and probably their aircraft went down into the 

sea. 45 

 

 
45 Mike Atkinson [mike.atkinson@fairadsl.co.uk] 
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On 7 December 1944, Arthur was part of the usual three-man crew (the others being, 

Sub Lieutenant William Watson Callander and Leading Airman Norman Westcott) of 

an aircraft which, for yet to be discovered reasons, was lost while flying over the sea. 

Their bodies were never recovered, and theirs are three of the names on the Fleet Air 

Arm memorial at Lee-on-Solent which commemorates the almost 2,000 men of that 

service who died during the Second World War and who have no known grave.46 

Arthur Heming was born Q1 1925, the first (and probably only) child of Arthur 

Reginald Heming and Dorothy (née Powell ï they married Q4 1922 in Fareham, 

Hampshire). The family lived at 6 Bridle Road, Epsom. Arthurôs secondary education 

was at Epsom County School for Boys (now Glyn School) and he was also a Scout. 

After leaving school, he worked as a junior Police clerk with the Surrey Constabulary. 

The September 1939 Register records the parents still at 6 Bridle Road: 44 year old 

Arthur senior is listed as an RSPCA Inspector and 42 year old Dorothy with the 

conventional ñUnpaid Domestic Dutiesò. There is one currently closed record at the 

address, doubtless the 14 year old Arthur junior. 

Arthurôs World War Two  service was in 763 Squadron of the Fleet Air Arm stationed 

at HMS Nightjar. This was not a ship but another name for the Royal Naval Air Station 

Inskip, near the village of Inskip, Lancashire.) It is understood that, as normal for FAA 

Squadrons later in WW2, the Squadron was equipped with Grumman Avenger torpedo 

bombers.47 

During the Second World War the Fleet Air Arm served in almost every theatre. In a 

reconnaissance role they supported land operations in France, the Netherlands, North 

Africa, Italy, and the Far East. Operating from aircraft carriers (seven of which were 

lost during the war), they were one of the chief weapons against the U-boats in the 

Atlantic and in support of the Russian convoys. In November 1940, Fleet Air Arm 

Swordfish biplanes carrying torpedoes undertook a night raid on the harbour at Taranto, 

resulting in disaster for the Italian navy. Aircraft from HMS Victorious and Ark Royal 

took part in the sinking of the German battleship Bismarck in may 1941 and in February 

1942, when the Scharnhorst, Gneisenau and Prinz Eugen attempted a daring dash along 

the English Channel from the Atlantic to the relative safety of the North Sea, Swordfish 

of the Fleet Air Arm attacked them. The principal base of the Fleet Air Arm, Lee-on-

the-Solent, Hampshire, was chosen as the site for the memorial to almost 2,000 men of 

that service who died during the Second World War and who have no known grave. 
(CWGC site) 

 

 
46 https://eehe.org.uk/?p=40862 
47 https://eehe.org.uk/?p=40862 
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The Fleet Air Arm Memorial at Lee-on-Solent 

Photograph with thanks to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

 

 
A Grumman Avenger of the Fleet Air Arm (at Boscombe Down) 
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PC 202 Edward Alfred (Ted) Hines  

Aircraftman 2 nd Class (Pilot U/T) RAFVR  

Died aged 29 19 February 1945 

 

 
 

PC Hines was killed on service with the RAF in a flying accident as Aircraftsman 2nd 

Class (Pilot U/T) Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. PC Hines was age 29 when he 

died the son of William Henry George and Elsie Amel Hines, of East Croydon, London; 

husband of Doris Gertrude Hines, of Wakefield, W.  Yorks. He is buried in Bulawayo 

(Athlone) Cemetery. 

 

PC Hines joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 28 January 1940 being sworn on the 2 

February 1940 aged 24 having been born in Croydon. He was 5 feet 10 inches tall with 

a pale complexion dark brown hair and hazel eyes. His trade was tile fixer working for 

Walkers (Tooling) Ltd., Beddington Lane Croydon and was living at 123 Alexandra 

Road, Croydon. 

 

He was posted to York Town on the 16 March 1940 and from there, on the 28 June 

1943 he left to join the RAF having been de-reserved on the 1 July 1942. 

 

Bulawayo (Athlone) Cemetery belongs to the Town Council. There are 7 

Commonwealth burials of the 1914-1918 war and a further 133 of the 1939-1945 war. 
(CWGC site) 
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48 

 

Family Group Sheet for Edward Alfred Hines

Husband: Edward Alfred Hines

Birth: 24 Apr 1915 in Croydon

Marriage: 1942 in Croydon; 2a1668 1q 1942

Death: 19 Feb 1945 in Bulawayo ; aircraft accident

Burial: Bulawayo cemetery S Rhodesia

Elsie Amelia Kerrell1
Father: William Henry George Hines

Mother:

Wife: Doris Gertrude Slate

Father:

Mother:

Children:

Notes:

Edward Alfred Hines

Served with the RATG Salisbury Southern Rhodesia Killed in an aircraft accident over Paddys Valley Farm 
Camp "Induna" near Bulawayo 19th Feb 1945 Service No 1609068

Effects to his widow Doris Gertrude  Ã390 16s 1d Probate Llandudno 17 8 1945

RATG is Rhodesian Air Training Group

Sources:

Ancestry.com, Public Member Trees (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2006), 
Ancestry.com, Record for Elsie Amelia Kerrell. 

https://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1030&h=-44177187&indiv=try.

1

Family Group Sheet for William Henry George Hines

Husband: William Henry George Hines

Birth: 02 Feb 1888

Death: 1953 in croydon

Father:

Mother:

Wife: Elsie Amelia Kerrell1

Birth: Jan 1881 in Croydon, Surrey, England1

Death: 30 Aug 19461

Agnes Elizabeth Josephs1

Father: Alfred James KERRELL1

Mother:

Children:

Name: Edward Alfred Hines

Birth: 24 Apr 1915 in Croydon

Marriage: 1942 in Croydon; 2a1668 1q 1942

Death: 19 Feb 1945 in Bulawayo ; aircraft accident

Burial: Bulawayo cemetery S Rhodesia

1

M

Spouse: Doris Gertrude Slate

Name: Harold William Hines1

Birth: 19251

Death: 19291

2

M

Notes:

William Henry George Hines

Discharged from Army 14 8 1918  Royal Army Service Corps Sgt t/242015

Edward Alfred Hines

Served with the RATG Salisbury Southern Rhodesia Killed in an aircraft accident over Paddys Valley Farm 
Camp "Induna" near Bulawayo 19th Feb 1945 Service No 1609068

Effects to his widow Doris Gertrude  Ã390 16s 1d Probate Llandudno 17 8 1945

RATG is Rhodesian Air Training Group

Sources:

Ancestry.com, Public Member Trees (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2006), 
Ancestry.com, Record for Elsie Amelia Kerrell. 

https://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1030&h=-44177187&indiv=try.

1
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PS 38 Alfred Samuel Deakin  

Guildford Borough  Police 

Lieutenant on the General List  

Control Commission Europe  

Died aged 37, 1 March 1945 

 

 
 

PS Deakin trod on a mine whilst serving as a Lieutenant on the General List as a 

member of the Control Commission.  He was aged 37 when he died the son of Alfred 

and Alice Elizabeth Deakin of Guildford and husband of Lily Margaret Deakin, of 

Guildford, Surrey, England. He is buried in the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery, 

Netherlands. 

 

PC Deakin joined the Guildford Borough Police on the 8 August 1931 being sworn in 

the Guildhall on the 10 August before W T Patrick Esq., DR G C Williamson, Mrs E 

Harris, R F Billing Esq. Formerly he had been a machinist and soldier with the 

Coldstream Guards for 7 years. When joining he lived in 33 Greenwood Villas, Lower 

Farnham Road, Aldershot. Born in Aston Warwickshire he was single when he joined 

the police, height 6 feet 1 inches tall, fresh complexion, light brown hair and blue eyes. 

 

Bill Leahy:  ñSergeant Sam Deakin was promoted during the war from constable and 

as hostilities came to a close he volunteered to become a member of the Control 

Commission and act as a chief of police in Europe. He trod on a mine and was killed 

whilst working in the Netherlands. He was an excellent young man.ò 

 

Allied forces entered the Netherlands on 12 September 1944. Airborne operations later 

that month established a bridgehead at Nijmegen and in the following months coastal 

areas and ports were cleared and secured. It was not until the German initiated offensive 

in the Ardennes had been repulsed that the drive into Germany could begin. Most of 

those buried in Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery were Canadians, many of whom 

died in the Battle of the Rhineland, when the 2nd and 3rd Canadian Infantry Divisions 

and the 4th Canadian Armoured Division took part in the drive southwards from 

Nijmegen to clear the territory between the Maas and the Rhine in February and March 

1945. Others buried here died earlier or later in the southern part of the Netherlands and 

in the Rhineland. The cemetery contains 2,610 Commonwealth burials of the Second 

World War, and nine war graves of other nationalities. Within the cemetery stands the 

Groesbeek Memorial, which commemorates by name more than 1,000 members of the 

 
48 From Dr Ken Hines October 2020 
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Commonwealth land forces who died during the campaign in north-west Europe 

between the time of crossing the Seine at the end of August 1944 and the end of the war 

in Europe, and whose graves are not know. (CWGC site) 

 

 

 

Lilly Mullard married Deakin  
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PC 109 Frederick Charles Collis  

Sergeant (Flight Engineer)  

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, with No70 Squadron  

Died aged 37, 3 March 1945 

 

 
 

PC Collis was killed when serving as a Sergeant (Flt. Engr.) in the Royal Air Force 

Volunteer Reserve, with No70 Squadron. At the time of his death he was aged 37 the 

son of Henry and Jane Collis and husband of Muriel Collis, of Epsom Downs, Surrey. 

PC Collis is buried in the Bari War Cemetery, Italy. 

 

Surrey Police records show that he was killed on the 3 March 1945 when the Liberator 

aircraft in which he was flying crashed on route to a target in northeast Italy. 

 

PC Collis Joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 13 November 1931 at Guildford when 

aged 24 years being sworn before Capt. E Tuckwell.  He was born on the 26 November 

1907 in Guildford and when joining the police he was 5 feet eleven and half inches tall, 

fresh complexion, dark brown hair and dark grey eyes. He was married to Muriel and 

had no children. PC Collis joined Surrey from the Royal Navy where he had served 

from the 22 May 1923 to the 7 November 1931 a total of 8 years and 6 months. His 

date of appointment to the police was 8 November 1931 one day after leaving the Navy. 

Frederick was the brother of PC 249 Collis. He served: 

 

Service: 

 

27 February 1933 Guildford to Ashtead 

10 December 1934 Ashtead to Lowfield Heath 

23 March 1935 Lowfield Heath to HQ 

8 June 1935 HQ to Oxted 

11 October 1937 Oxted to Dorking 

20 April 1939 neglect of duty 2 cases he was fined one dayôs pay 

23 May 1939 Dorking to Fetcham 

23 December 1939 he was commended by the CC with PC Storr for skill and 

persistence in the case of Adam Barker and Drewell- Larceny. Also commended by the 

Justices  
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5 July 1943 from Fetcham to the RAF with the Chief Constableôs consent  

PC Collis passed both the sergeant and inspectorôs examination. 

 

The Squadron left Iraq in August 1939 moving to Helwan, Egypt. In 1940 the unit 

converted to a heavy bomber unit equipped with Wellingtons. During the war the 

Squadron's bases moved with the battlefront of the desert armies across North Africa 

and in December 1943 it moved north into Italy with the invading army, where it 

remained until the end of the war. In October 1945 the squadron moved back to the 

Middle East where it disbanded on 31 March 1946. 

 

On 3 September 1943 the Allied invasion of the Italian mainland began with landing in 

the south near Reggio and, a few days later, in the Gulf of Salerno. The invasion 

coincided with an armistice made with the Italians who then re-entered the war on the 

Al lied side. Allied objectives were to draw German troops from the Russian front and 

more particularly from France, where an offensive was planned for the following year. 

The site of Bari War Cemetery was chosen in November 1943. There was no serious 

fighting in the vicinity of the town, which was the Army Group headquarters during the 

early stages of the Italian campaign, but it continued to be an important supply base and 

hospital centre, with the 98th General Hospital stationed there from October 1943 until 

the end of the war. At various times, six other general hospitals were stationed at Trani 

and Barletta, about 48 km away. Besides garrison and hospital burials, the cemetery 

contains graves brought in from a wide area of southeastern Italy, from the óheelô right 

up to the óspurô. Here too are buried men who died in two disastrous explosions in the 

harbour at Bari, when ammunition ships exploded in December 1943 (during a German 

air raid) and April 1945. Bari War Cemetery contains 2,128 Commonwealth burials of 

the Second World War, 170 of them unidentified. (CWGC site) 

 

 
 

A Liberator similar to that in, which PC Collis was killed  

 

70 Squadron flew Wellingtons in 1940 serving in Middle East Command. Malta based 

attacking with other squadrons Benghazi 102 times, which became known as the mail 

run. 

 

Seventy Squadron, Seventy Squadron, 

Though we say it with a sigh, 

We must do the ruddy mail run 

Every night until we die 

 

Air ñClementineò (Right of the Line page 354) 
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Well over a hundred men returned from the fighting services in 1945-46. Four 

constables who survived received decorations: 

 

Sqd. Ldr. Leonard James Saltmarsh DFC and bar 7 Squadron 

 

Leonard Saltmarsh served before and after the war in the Surrey Constabulary and I am 

working on the history of that force. In December 1942 he trained in a Tiger Moth and 

went on to fly Wellingtons and Lancasters with 7 Squadron, Pathfinders. He was 

awarded the DFC for actions on the 26th of August 1944 in a raid over Kiel. He flew 

99 Operational sorties. 

 

D.F.C. London Gazette 3 October 1944. The original recommendation states: 

óFlying Officer L. J. Saltmarsh has so far completed 17 successful sorties as Pilot and 

Captain of Lancaster aircraft, and has been most conspicuous at all times for his 

extremely high standard of courage and resoluteness. On two difficult occasions during 

daylight attacks on Vaires on 12 July 1944 and on Emieville on 18 August 1944, he 

observed a crippled bomber proceeding at a very reduced speed away from the target. 

On both occasions he dropped behind the main bomber stream in order to escort the 

damaged bomber safely back to England. On 15 August, during a daylight attack on the 

airfield at St. Trond, one of his engines became unserviceable on the way to the target 

and the propeller had to be feathered. But in spite of the fact that he was getting behind 

the main stream, owing to his reduced speed, he pressed on and bombed the target, and 

secured an aiming point photograph. On the way back from the target another engine 

became unserviceable but did not deter Flying Officer Saltmarsh from proceeding to 

and bombing an alternative airfield target with a bomb that had failed to be released 

over the primary target, and once more he secured an aiming point photograph. He 

eventually arrived safely over base and made a perfect two-engined landing. It was not 

until after he had landed that he reported the fact that two engines had become 

unserviceable during the sortie. This very gallant pilot is strongly recommended for the 

award of the Distinguished Flying Cross.ô 

 

Bar to D.F.C. London Gazette 16 November 1945. The original recommendation states: 

 

óThis officer has completed 53 operational sorties, of which 28 have been carried out 

in the squadron, in the Path Finder Force, 18 of them as Captain of a Marker Crew. 

Flight Lieutenant Saltmarsh is an efficient and skillful  pilot who has always shown a 

strong devotion to duty and a cheerful confidence, which has always inspired a high 

standard of morale in his crew. He has always displayed exceptional fearlessness in the 

face of danger, complete disregard for personal safety and has pressed home his attacks 

against the enemy with the utmost determination.ô 

Leonard James Saltmarsh commenced pilot training at No. 31 E.F.T.S. at De Winton, 

Alberta in December 1942, and graduated from No. 34 E.F.S. at Medicine Hat in June 

1943. Back in the U.K., he attended No. 11 A.F.U. at Shawbury, prior to joining No. 
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26 O.T.U. at Little Harwood in early January 1944, where he gained experience on 

Wellingtons, and then attended a conversion unit for Lancasters at Waterbeach, at 

which place he joined No. 514 Squadron that June. 

 

Thus ensued his first tour of operations, commencing with a strike against LôHey on 

the 23 June and ending with another against Emmerich on 7 October, the intervening 

period witnessing him attack numerous French targets in support of the Allied invasion, 

but also a number of heavily defended German targets, including Bremen, Dortmund, 

Saarbrucken, Stettin and Stuttgart. And as confirmed by the recommendation for his 

D.F.C. after 17 sorties, several of these trips were not without incident, his flying log 

book further stating that his Lancaster received flak damage during strikes against 

enemy panzers and transport at Villiers Bocage on 30 June and against a supply depot 

at Beauvoir on 2 July. Similarly, too, during a visit to Bremen on the night of 18-19 

August. 

 

In October 1944, Saltmarsh attended the Path Finder Forceôs training centre at 

Warboys, as a result of which he was transferred to No. 7 (P.F.F.) Squadron at 

Oakington in the following month, flying his first such sortie on the night of the 11th-

12th, against Dortmund. A daylight strike against enemy communications at Julich, in 

support of General Pattonôs troops, followed on the 14th and a night operation to 

Sterkrade on the 21st, Saltmarshôs flying log book again noting flak damage. Then on 

the 29th he flew as support aircraft to the Master Bomber on a raid to Dortmund, a role 

that he would fulfil with growing regularity over the coming months. Such heavily 

defended targets as Duisburg, Essen (twice) and Karlsruhe formed the backbone of his 

operational agenda in December, while January 1945 saw him attacking, among other 

locations, Hanover, Magdeburg, Munich and Stuttgart, his flying log book noting an 

encounter with a Ju. 88 on the Munich run. February witnessed his Lancaster carrying 

out strikes against Dortmund, Gelsenkirchen, Ludwigshaven and Pforzheim, in addition 

to participating in the famous ñfirestormò raid on Dresden on the 13th, an action that 

Saltmarsh would robustly defend in years to come. 

 

March saw him completing five more sorties to German targets, three of them in 

daylight, and April another four, two of these in daylight, including Bremen on the 21st, 

which latter operation marked the end of his operational tour. He did, however, fly three 

ñCookôs Toursò to the Rhur in May, and ended his career with an appointment in 

Transport Command in December 1945. Over and above all of this, however, it would 

appear that he flew 56 ñunspecificò sorties of a secret nature, evidence for which is to 

be found in the following endorsement from ñBomberò Harris. He also flew: 

Diversions, experimentation of special equipment, including radar, photographic 

reconnaissance, these top secret sorties and others. In May 1945 he was selected and 

volunteered to form a new squadron for the continuation of hostilities against Japan.ô 

 

Any information on Mr Saltmarsh DFC and Bar would be appreciated 
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PC Wilfred St. G Chandler DFC 

 

A sale of medals: A very rare Second World War Photographic Reconnaissance Unit 

pilotôs Mediterranean theatre D.F.C. group of seven awarded to Flight Lieutenant W. 

St. G. Chandler, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, who flew nearly 90 solo missions 

in unarmed, stripped-down P.R.U. Spitfires, and latterly Mosquito aircraft 

 

Distinguished Flying Cross, G.VI.R., reverse officially dated 1945 and further 

engraved, óF./Lt. 141356 W. S. G. Chandlerô, with Royal Mint case of issue; 1939-45 

Star; Africa Star; Italy Star; Defence and War Medals; Police Exemplary Service 

Medal, E.II.R. (Sergt.), mounted as worn, good very fine, together with Royal Life 

Saving Society and S.J.A.B. medals / badges from the 1950s, both named to the 

recipient  

 

D.F.C. London Gazette 2 January 1944. The original recommendation states: óThis pilot 

completed an operational tour in eleven months, flying 86 sorties amounting to 300 

hours. These missions over Greece, Crete, the Dodecanese and Cyclades entailed long 

hours in a single engine unarmed aircraft, and often a complete front as high as 35,000 

feet was encountered but with determination this pilot continued to his target. 

 

On one occasion he was intercepted by a twin engine enemy aircraft which he evaded. 

He continued his mission and was then attacked by two Me. 109s. These he also evaded 

and returned to base. On another sortie he was again attacked by a twin engine enemy 

aircraft over Thera. He managed to break away from this enforced combat and 

continued his sortie, returning to base with valuable and detailed visual information of 

Candia harbour. 

 

He is recommended for the honour of the Distinguished Flying Cross.ô 

 

Wilfred St. George Chandler, who enlisted in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 

in September 1941, commenced pilot training at No. 29 E.F.T.S. in January 1942 and 

qualified for his ñWingsò at No. 22 E.F.T.S. at Thornhill exactly one year later. 

Commissioned as a Pilot Officer, he was posted to the Middle East and attended No. 

74 Operational Training Unit, gaining flying experience on Hurricanes and Spitfires, 

prior to being sent to No. 680 (P.R.) Squadron. Given the importance of a pilotôs high 

altitude capabilities if he was to be at all effective in a Photographic Reconnaissance 

Unit unarmed Spitfire, Chandler was quickly assessed in a decompression chamber, 

and, showing no óevidence of bendsô and good óeustachian clearageô, he went 

operational four days later, flying a mission to Candia on 17 September 1943. As 

evidenced by his Flying Log Books and D.F.C. recommendation, over the next eleven 

months he was constantly on active service, flying nearly 90 solo operational sorties. 

And nor were prowling enemy aircraft the only danger, his entries making mention of 

intense flak opposition at several ñtargetsò. In June 1944, he started to fly his first 
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missions in Mosquito aircraft, in addition to Spitfires, and it was not until the end of 

July 1944 that he completed his last sortie to Greece. Chandler returned to the U.K. in 

October 1944 and served as an instructor at assorted training units for the remainder of 

the War. 

 

Sold with a quantity of original documentation, including the recipientôs Flying Log 

Books (2), covering the periods January 1942 to November 1943, and December 1943 

until August 1945; Buckingham Palace forwarding letter for the D.F.C. and Air Council 

campaign medal forwarding slip; R.A.F. Service and Release Book and Medical Card 

Record; eight wartime photographs; and his R.A.F. officerôs peaked cap and two pairs 

of uniform ñWingsò. 

 

 

Cyril V Hearn BEM  

 

Hearn, C. (1964). With Royal Military Police Special Investigation Branch in North 

Africa & Italy during WWII. London: The Adventurers Club. 

 

From a policeman extraordinary and one of England's most decorated men, C.V. Hearn, 

here is a racy account and graphic portrayal of the thrilling stories of wartime crime, 

when the author was a member of the Army's little known Special Investigation Branch. 

Of the many battlegrounds of WWII none gripped the British public's imagination as 

strongly as North Africa. In this fast-moving story of a fast-moving, fluid war, the 

author has chosen the more exotic, the more bizarre and the more un-English types of 

crime committed abroad. Desert Assignment bristles with exciting incident involving 

murderers, arms traffickers, drug peddlers, espionage, dope, vice and intrigue on a 

grand style. C.V. Hearn was known as a tough, plain-speaking policeman, who upheld 

the traditions of law and order, honestly and impartially. He pulled no punches in his 

work and pulls none in this book. The qualities of British policemen are well known 

throughout the world - quiet, helpful, efficient, stolid, and calm in the face of chaos, 

with the ability to make big decisions when the occasion demands. Instead, Hearn 

became a tough and ruthless breaker of international gangs and excelled as a fast-

shooting law enforcement officer, allied with a Cockney wit, a determined spirit and a 

profound respect for British justice and police methods. Appropriately, he dedicates 

this book to policemen everywhere. 

 

Robert Porter  Kimm DFM 156 Squadron - Pathfinder 

 

 In February 1942, 156 Squadron reformed at RAF Alconbury in Huntingdonshire as a 

medium bomber squadron equipped with Wellingtons and operated under 3 Group. A 

few months later when the Pathfinder Force formed in August 1942, No 156 was one 

of the four squadrons selected to form the nucleus of the new force, with the object of 

securing more concentrated and effective bombing by marking targets with incendiary 

bombs and flares dropped from aircraft flown by experienced crew and using the latest 
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navigational equipment. It remained with the Pathfinder Force for the rest of the 

European war and, still flying Wellingtons at first and then Lancasters, played a major 

part in Bomber Commandôs Offensive. In over a span of 38 months of operations it 

dropped 16,017 tons of bombs and lost 45 Wellingtons and 117 Lancasters. 

 

When it had finished operations against Germany, No 156 marked the dropping zone 

at Rotterdam and The Hague for the bombers engaged in dropping food supplies to the 

starving Dutch people, also repatriated British ex- P.O.W.ôs to Great Britain and 

transported British troops from Italy to Great Britain also dropped unwanted incendiary 

bombs into the sea. The squadron disbanded in September, 1945. 

 

 

 

A number of those who remained on duty also received awards: 

 

PC 275 Robert McBrien BEM 

 

In 1940 at great personal risk rescued a woman trapped under the debris of a house 

demolished by a bomb at Horsley. 

 

PC 405 Alfred James Everitt KPM 
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In June 1941 for arresting an armed soldier who attempted to shoot him at close range 

from the top of a railway carriage in Dorking 

 

PC William Charles Tucker and Special Constable William Douglas Reffell 

 

Commendation for showing great bravery in attempting to rescue an aged woman 

from a burning building at Gomshall 

 

Inspector Lionel Norman Head and PC Brian Gunning 

 

These two officers were commended for facing the greatest danger, rescued some of 

the crew from a blazing RAF bomber, which had crashed at Dunsfold. 

 

 

Tony Collman 

 

PC 171 Albert Edwin Enticknap (KPM)  
 

Albert Edwin Enticknap was born in 1912, in 

Hascombe in Surrey. He joined the Surrey 

Constabulary on the 19th of May 1936. He was sworn 

in on the 29th of May 1936 at Guildford Magistrates 

Court, before Magistrate Captain Petsy. Pc Enticknap 

was allocated collar number 171. His previous trade 

was a Farm worker employed by his father at Crab 

Tree Farm in Dunsfold, Surrey.  

 

PC Enticknapôs record shows the following 

information under the heading ñRemovalsò: 

 

 

14th November 1936   moved from Woking to Horley. 

28th March 1938   moved from Horley to Weybridge. 

22nd February 1940    moved from Weybridge to Henshaw. 

15th April 1940          moved from Henshaw to Weybridge beat, 

                                  (But still lives at Rodney Road, Walton-on-Thames) 

26th April 1941          moved from Weybridge to Walton-on-Thames. 

9th January 1950        moved from Walton-on-Thames to Englefield Green. 

17th February 1957    moved to own house. 

 

The circumstances behind PC Enticknap being awarded the Kings Police Medal 

for Gallantry  
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About 1.20 pm on the 14th of September 1944, a message was received at Walton Police 

Station that a man had broken into a house in Rydens Avenue. An Inspector, a Sergeant 

and two Constables, one of whom was Pc Enticknap, immediately went to the scene of 

the occurrence. The Inspector posted one Constable at the back of the house and one at 

the front, the latter being joined by the Sergeant. The Inspector made two attempts to 

enter the house, but though he was able to get into rooms on the ground floor he found 

that the hall doors were locked. The man had already shown that he had a revolver and 

it seemed from the noise inside the house that he was barricading one of the upstairs 

rooms. The Inspector decided to go and get assistance from some soldiers who were 

nearby. Meanwhile the Sergeant went to the front door where there was a broken pane 

of glass and called to the man to come downstairs. He did so, pointing his revolver at 

the Sergeant. The officer dodged to the side and the man disappeared into one of the 

rooms at the back. It was then that 

 

Pc Enticknap, who was posted at the back of the house, saw him through a window. 

The man pointed his revolver at the Constable and he moved aside. The next thing that 

happened was that the Constable heard a window being opened at the other end of the 

house and saw the man running across the lawn. Pc Enticknap immediately gave chase, 

shouting to the other officers, who followed him. The man jumped into the garden of 

the adjoining house, continuing to run for about 150 yards until he came to a hedge, 

where he stopped and turned round to face the Constable, pointing his revolver at him. 

Without hesitation the Constable closed with the man, who fell to the ground, dropping 

the revolver. By the time the other officers and the military had caught up, the thief was 

arrested. 

 

Shown below are Pc Enticknapôs medals. The first is the Kings Police medal for 

Gallantry, it has engraved around the rim ALBERT E. ENTICKNAP CONSTABLE 

SURREY JOINT POLICE.  
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Kings Police Medal 

 

The Kings Police medal is in Silver. It was originally instituted on the 7th of July 1909. 

The Obverse has the monarchôs effigy. The reverse has a standing figure with a sword 

and shield inscribed TO GUARD MY PEOPLE. In 1933 two different reverses were 

introduced and the words FOR GALLANTRY or FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 

were placed in the exergue. Gallantry awards have thin crimson stripes superimposed 

on the silver stripes. 

 

 

 
 

Above is shown the type of Police Long Service medal awarded to Pc Enticknap, 

although it is not his actual medal. Pc Enticknapôs service record shows that he was 

awarded the Kings Police medal, on the 18th of June 1945. He was awarded the Defence 

medal, on the 4th of February 1946. He was awarded his Police Long Service and Good 

Conduct medal, on the 1st of July 1959. 

 

Additionally Pc Enticknap was awarded 

the following Commendations: 

 

20th of October 1954 ï Commended for 

smart work in the case of Young 

(CR/1186/54) 

 

13th of August 1959 - Commended by the 

Chief Constable for zeal and perseverance 

leading to the arrest of three shop breakers 

at Egham on the 24/6/59  

 

20th of October 1960 ï Commended by the Chief Constable for exceptional persistence 

and initiative leading to the arrest of a H      
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Pc Enticknap retired from the Surrey Constabulary on the 25th of February 1967, having 

completed 30 yearôs service; his conduct during his service, being described as 

Exemplary. 

 

My thanks to Gerry Middleton-Stewart from Surrey Police Headquarters, for the 

information relating to Pc Enticknapôs service record 
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Post War Killed on Duty 
 

Junior Police Clerk Victor Thomas Herrett Aged 19 

Grenadier Guards 

Killed in Action in Malaya 12th  March 1949 

 

 

Much of the following information is from Ex PS591 JH Futcher who served as a ñBoy 

Clerkò at the same time as Victor, with whom he was in almost daily contact. 

 

Victor was the son of PC Herrett KPM who was killed whilst on duty 1929. He was 

born after his father had been killed and after his mother returned to her family home 

ñMerriewoodò, Beacon View Road, Elstead where the family still live in 2004. Victor 

grew up in Elstead where he went to school before serving at Farnham as a Junior Police 

Clerk the forerunner to the police cadets and was called up in the late 1940s for National 

Service. Victor was born on 26th May 1929 and joined the Grenadier Guards, his 

fatherôs regiment, on National Service aged 18 and into his final 4 months was killed 

on active service in Malaya fighting guerrillas in the jungle.  

 

On the 11th March 1949 the RAF attacked a camp overlooking the Sungei Jeloh squatter 

area where 600 squatters had been evacuated under new emergency regulations. They 

had been assisting the terrorists with food and money. Grenadiers followed up the air 

strike and found nothing of interest except a few long deserted huts. The following day 

a Grenadier patrol commanded by Capt. DW Hargreaves was ambushed in the Sungei 

Jeloh valley near Kajang, 15 miles south of Kuala Lumpur. His platoon of 20 men was 

driving up a track, which was found to be impassable due to logs blocking the way. The 

bandits opened heavy automatic fire when the vehicle stopped. Three Guardsmen were 

killed immediately. Grenades were thrown at them and the bandits fired 2-inch mortar 

bombs. 
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From ñOnce A Grenadierò- The Grenadier Guards 1945-1995 by Oliver Lindsay 

Page 38 and 39. 

 

 

ñThe platoon having jumped out, fired back, but it was very difficult to see the enemy,ò 

Hargreaves recalls. ñLeaving someone with the Bren gun firing overhead from the 

vehicle, I charged up the hill with three men, although the scrub was waste high. I could 

see the flashes of the enemyôs fire. I was hit in the right shoulder, the bullet missing my 

backbone by one eighth of an inch. Behind me three more Guardsmen and Cpl. JP 

Chriscoli MM, who had fought at Mareth were hit. The Corporal and one of the 

Guardsmen died of their wounds. ñ 

 

Note from the family:  Victor should not have been in the army as he was a 

haemophiliac and almost died having a tooth out and had no chance of surviving a 

wound. 

 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

 

Casualty:    Guardsman V T HERRETT 

Served With: Grenadier Guards 

Died: 12th March 1949 

Buried In: Kuala Lumpur (Cheras Road) Civil Cemetery 

Malaysia 

Grave Reference:  Row 16 Grave 934 

Additional Information:  Age 19 

 

The Cemetery is situated south of Kuala Lumpur, to the left of Cheras Highway 
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tollgates.  It can be reached by turning left immediately after the tollgates.  Crossing the 

car park, follow the top left hand lane to the end, thus reaching the Commonwealth 

Cemetery gate.   A fence planted with climbers and hedges that backs onto the new 

highway encloses the Commonwealth Cemetery.  Many of the graves are of servicemen 

who died in Pudu Jail, a temporary prisoner of war camp.    

 

 

PC 257 Frederick James Stevens  

10 July1960 aged 43 

 

PC Stevens was fatally injured in a road accident on the 10 July 1960 when police car 

overturned Broadford Road Shalford. 

 

PC Stanley Charles Cross 24 November 1961 

 

PC Cross was killed in a road accident possibly on the old Godalming Division. (See 

also Robert Cross his son who died in a later accident on duty). Two officers were on 

patrol in a police car, which left the road in 1960. PC Cross died of cancer as a direct 

result of the collision. 

 

 

PC 900 William Wood 

Killed 19 December 1966 aged 27 

 

From Surrey Constabulary Roll of Honour 

 

PC Wood hit a lorry on the 19 December 1966 after he had pulled out of Star Lane, Ash 

on his police motorcycle onto Shawfield Road. PC Jim Allen attended the scene. PC 

Wood was born 19 April 1939 and was appointed as a Constable on the 29 April 1964. 

 

Alan Fletcher: I knew Bill on a very casual basis whilst we were both teenagers growing 

up in Newcastle upon Tyne. I think he even went to the same college as I did. His 

parents had a general dealerôs corner shop in the East End not far from where my father 

and I had a butcher shop. He was an apprentice plumber for a local company. 

 

Soon after I joined the Surrey Constabulary in February 1966 I was in the ñCedar Barò 

at HQ, (it was a wooden type premises in those days with a large size snooker table), 

waiting to go to training centre at Nutfield when a blonde PC came up to me, no doubt 

having heard my accent, and asked where I was from. I recognised him straight away 

and replied, ñjust around the corner from where your parents had a shopò. From then 

on, we sat and talked of ñthe good old daysò.  
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I was first on the scene of his RTA. I was off duty and came upon the accident as 

members of the public were trying to use the motorcycles radio to get Police assistance. 

I guided Jim Allen the Divisional Motorcyclist into the location at the junction of Star 

Lane and Shawfield Road, outside ñThe Cricketersò pub. A heavily laden ñPerfectos 

Pipeò lorry had pulled out of Star Lane, (an inverted ñYò junction) into Shawfield Rd. 

Billôs motor bike was believed to have skidded; he dropped the bike but could not get 

free of it and it went under the lorry. It was a very sad day for all of us.  He was an 

average sized man but with a ñbig generous characterò that was well respected by 

everyone who met him. One of his daughters still lives in the Farnham area, sadly his 

wife died many years ago. Just felt I had to say something of my ñbrief encounterò 

of only a few months about a ñnice guyò. 

 

From Surrey Constabulary History ï date not recorded 

 

Retired PC 896 Osgood: The sad death of Constable 900 William Woods or ñBillò 

Woods joined on the same day and intake as I did 29th April 1964.   We first met at the 

swearing in ceremony and then had to attend the medical up in Tunsgate in the 

afternoon.   As we had some hours before our appointment a group of us older ones 

adjourned to the public house in Tunsgate for a few 'sherbets'.   After a quantity of Red 

Barrel, I think it was, Bill Woods and the rest of us presented ourselves for the 

medical.   We all had our 'samples' in our pockets, ready for testing, except for Bill 

Woods, who had 'lost' his.   He was sent to a vacant room by the nurse in charge, with 

a jug and told to provide a sample.   The next bit has remained with me to this day.  Bill 

went into this cubicle and after some minutes, a loud northern voice came from the 

cubicle ñQuick, nurse, bring another jug!ò We all dissolved into fits of laughter.  I often 

wonder whether the test of the samples showed neat Red Barrel. That was a good start 

to our careers.   

    

After Sandgate I was posted to Ash section, as I was then a single man, living with my 

parents in Ash Vale.   Bob Cozens and Peter Watts were the two Sergeants there, and I 

was told to go with 'Nobby' Hall for some area training.   All Nobby said to me was 

ñBugger off, you know the area better than I do.ò  I remember that some of the 

constables there were Joe Smith, Nobby Hall, George Mooney, Fred Berryman, 

Malcolm (Ginger) Hill and Colin Lambert.   Can you imagine being posted there when 

I had known all the first class toe-rags all my life having been born and bred in Ash 

Vale. I was there for about a year until I got married and moved to Windlesham.    

 

I do know the exact location of Bill Woods grave in St. Peters Churchyard at Ash, 

should anyone want to know,  My parents grave is close to his, and when I go there to 

tend their grave, I always go and have a word with Bill if you know what I mean.  He 

became such a good friend in such a short time.      
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PC 776 Philip Morgan  

25 October 1969 age 24 

 

Death followed a motorcycle accident Bull Hill Leatherhead on the 25 October 1969. 

Phil Morgan was born 23 July 1945 and appointed as a constable on the16 December 

1964. 

 

Robert Bartlett:  Phil Morgan was killed not long after he married. He was a traffic 

motorcyclist and died in a road accident on Bull Hill in Leatherhead in October 1969. I 

think a Landrover hit him.  Phil was such a happy easygoing young man who worked 

in that most difficult of jobs in the mortuary at Horley after the Gatwick plane crash. 

His death had quite an impact on me at the time, as I was also a motorcyclist and he 

may well have been the first colleague that I knew who died. When in 1970 I moved to 

Ash, Philôs wife was living there. 

 

Alan Bridgeman I recall that that PC Morgan had just finished a motorcycle course, so 

was keen as mustard to ride using his newly acquired skills. He was sitting on the 

forecourt of the petrol station that used to be just at the foot of Bull Hill, when he 

suddenly rocketed away, no doubt having spotted a ñgood checkò go by; heôd gone less 

than 200 yards, when he hit an oncoming Landrover on the brow of the hill. 

 

 

PC 891 John Schofield  

6 July 1974 age 27 

 

Shot dead in Caterham on the 6 July 1974 aged 27. He joined the Surrey Constabulary 

on the 6 January 1970. His funeral was held at St Maryôs Church, Caterham.  

 

On 6 July 1974 PCs John Schofield and Ray Fullalove with PS Harley Findlay were on 

routine patrol in Caterham in the early hours of the morning. At about 3.50 a.m. they 

saw a man carrying a large holdall heading towards Cater ham and decided to stop him. 

PC Fullalove started to get out of the car when the man dropped the bag and drew a 

gun, shooting the PC in the stomach. The man then went around to the front of the car 

to the driverôs side and shot dead PC Schofield. PC Findlay was shot in the arm, more 

serious injury being avoided by the bullet deflecting off his pocket book in his breast 

pocket. The gunman ran away with PS Findlay in pursuit but he was unable to catch 

him due to his injury. The two wounded officers made a full recovery. Sergeant Findlay 

received the Queenôs Commendation for Brave Conduct. Six days later, on the day of 

PC Schofieldôs funeral Egon Von Bulow was arrested for his murder and was later 

sentenced to life imprisonment with a minimum of 20 years to be served. 
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Superintendent William John Breslin of the Metropolitan Police was awarded the 

George Medal for his actions when arresting Von Bulow. PS Findlay, one of the long 

term supporters of Old and Bold later received the Queenôs commendation for brave 

conduct. 

 

Trevor Saunders  

 

I have vivid memories of the awful events of 6th July 1974 when P.C. John Schofield 

was driving a beat car, with passengers P.C. Ray Fullalove and Sergeant Jim Findlay, 

in Croydon Road, Caterham, in the early hours of the morning.   They pulled up 

alongside a suspicious character carrying a holdall to question him.   As Ray Fullalove 

started to get out of the car the suspect (Egon von Bulow) produced a handgun and shot 

him, the bullet going right through his midriff.   Von Bulow then went to the driverôs 

side and killed John Schofield with a single shot.   Jim Findlay managed to get out of 

the car but was also shot, sustaining a bullet wound to his upper arm.   Although shot 

at again Jim still managed to chase von Bulow but he escaped capture at that time. 
  

It is difficult to describe the atmosphere hanging over Caterham Police Station during 

the ensuing days.   The tragedy of losing a colleague and the burning desire to capture 

the culprit had to be tempered with the need to concentrate on normal policing demands. 

In addition, in the knowledge that Johnôs funeral would attract national television 

coverage, the pallbearers for Johnôs coffin attended Caterham Barracks daily to be 

trained for the task to a military standard.   The pallbearers were Superintendent Philip 

óPaddyô Doyle, Ray Hussey, Dave Bryant, myself with two others whose names, Iôm 

sorry, escape me for the moment.   This was a duty that we were all proud and honoured 

to do, but never wanted to do again. 

  

The funeral was held six days after Johnôs death.   When we returned to the police 

station after the service the atmosphere was understandably very subdued.   I had only 
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been back in my office for a few minutes when Paddy Doyle came in.   He said, ñTrevor, 

heôs in my nick.ò  We shook hands and he turned and left - the emotion in my office 

was so heavy, there was nothing more that needed to, or could, be said. 

  

That was a moment I shall never forget, nor will I forget the courage of Jim Findlay, 

the extraordinary recovery of Ray Fullalove, who was back at work within, I believe, 

just three weeks,  (Ed: Later transferred to the Met and was an Inspector in 2004) and 

the huge support given by Peter Matthews to Geraldine, John Schofieldôs widow. 

  

Egon von Bulow was duly convicted of murder. 

 

Alan Bridgeman. PC Schofield was ex-Australian army and had survived Vietnam 

service, only to die in Surrey. He was struggling to release the seat belt when he was 

shot. As I recall the early Escort seatbelts were very reluctant to undo. 

 

PC 16 Robert George Cross  

14 July 1977 age 33 

 

Robert Cross died in a road accident on the Churt to Hindhead Road on the14 July 1977. 

He was born on the 18 August 1944 and joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 4 March 

1971. His funeral was held in Hindhead parish church as he had lived in the Hindhead 

police house. PC Cross was found to be dead on arrival at the Cambridge Military 

Hospital, Aldershot. Superintendent Forward who was later to organise the funeral 

identified Robert Crossô body. There is a plaque in Hindhead Parish church placed by 

colleagues on the Haslemere Section 

 

PC Robert Cross was on duty in a panda car on his own when he ñrolledò the car on a 

very rural road. His father Stanley Charles Cross was a Surrey officer who died in 

service in 1960. (See above). 

 

Tony Forward: I also had some involvement with the death of PC Cross in 1977, as I 

was his Superintendent at the time.  I am sure that several years prior to his death, his 

father, also PC Cross, was killed when his police vehicle left the road in the Hindhead 

area and a fence post impaled him.  I had nothing to do with that accident but I can 

remember being told about it at the time of PC Cross junior.  Ex-Sgt John Boyce was 

Cross juniorôs Sgt at Hindhead at the time of his death.  

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com Version 45 6 March 2025 227 

 

 

 

PC Bernard Francis Warren 

Died 17 April 1984, age 36  

Died in a road accident in Ottershaw on the 17 April 1984   on his way home from work 

 

Tony Forward: I also had some investigative responsibility in the motorcycle accident 

in which PC Bernard Warren was killed.  He was a Traffic officer at HTC and was 

returning home on a motorcycle when he hit a car near Ottershaw and was 
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killed.  Although he was off duty Bernie was considered to be óon dutyô for the purposes 

of police insurance etc.  His widow, Sandra Warren, is (or was) a clerical officer with 

Surrey Police.  She had a statue put on the corner of the back lawn of Mount Browne 

placed in his memory.  Bernieôs wife Sandra was secretary to Maurice Jackman at the 

time of the accident. 

 

 

PC 1314 Daniel Glover  

4 June 1984 age 26 

  

PC Danny Glover died in a road accident on the 4 June 1984 on route to a call for 

urgent assistance from a colleague. 

  

PC Glover was the husband of a serving police officer, the daughter of Surrey officer 

Robert Cozens who became chief constable of West Mercia Police. Tony Forward 

investigated the accident in which PC Glover was killed in 1984.  Danny was on his 

way from Guildford to Godalming to answer a call for assistance at a fight involving a 

large number of Travellers. Dannyôs wife Gill was a constable and unknown to Danny 

was there. An officer, not Gill called for assistance. At that stage there were about six 

officers at the scene. It was thought that Danny would be aware his wife was at the 

incident. 

 

 

PC 542 Christopher Cooper  

17 April 1992 age 31 

 

On 27 February 1992 PC Christopher Cooper was riding a police motorcycle 

responding to an emergency call when involved in a collision. The collision resulted in 
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severe head injuries and consequently brain damage. He survived until 17 April when 

he died of his injuries.  

Inspector Alan Craggs 

Died 1 January 1994, age 40 

Killed in a road traffic accident returning home after work 

 

PC 674 Roger John Franklin  

Died 6 August 1995, age 36 

Killed on motorcycle patrol, while attending an emergency incident; a car had pulled in 

to let him pass when another vehicle pulled out causing him to hit the central reservation 

of the A3 at Wisley, receiving fatal injuries. 

 

PC Nigel Paul Skinner 

Died 1 March 2002, age 48 

 

 

While travelling home from duty at Woking Police Station on the evening of 28th 

February, at 7.40 his motorcycle was in collision with a car at Chiddingfold outside the 

Winterton Arms on the Petworth Road and he sustained injuries from which he died 

early next morning. Nigel had first joined the Force as a Cadet in 1971 and was in his 

30th year of police service; he was based at Woking Police Station on the Vulnerable 

Personsô Unit. He is survived by his wife, their son and his son and daughter from his 

first marriage. 
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PC 2239 Richard Gunn  

14 March 2004 age 29 

 

 
 

PC Gunn was killed on the 14 March 2004 while responding to an emergency call in 

Woking. His police vehicle was in collision with a van in Lightwater, and as a result 

the police car caught fire and he sustained fatal inquiries. 

His funeral was held in a packed Guildford Cathedral on Friday 26 March. He joined 

Surrey Police on 30 March 1998 and was stationed at Camberley as a Tactical Patrol 

Team officer. Richard was the son of Mr Dennis and Mrs Kate Gunn and he had a 

brother James. He was survived by his fiancée Laura. 

PC 836 Stanley (Stan) Raymond Jones 

15 September 2005 age 39 

PC Jones was involved in a road collision on the 7 January 2004 on the A246 at West 

Horsley.  He was on his way to HQ to attend a course.  He received severe head injuries 

and never regained consciousness. He died on the 15 September 2005 aged 39 years. 

PC Jones started his career at Ash Police Office before moving to the Firearms 

Department and then Mobile Support.  He was last stationed with the Force Surveillance 

Team when he was so tragically injured. A wife and two sons survived him. 

 

26 May 2005 BBC 

Pc wife angry at driver sentence 

The wife of a policeman left in a vegetative state after a road accident has spoken 

of her anger at the sentence handed out to the van driver involved. 

Ricky Lee Parker, 25, of Cobham, Surrey, was banned for one year and fined £500 after 

being found guilty of driving without due care and attention. Pc Stan Jones was going 

to work at Surrey Police HQ in Guildford when he came off his motorbike in the crash. 

Sandra Jones said on Thursday Parker had effectively killed an innocent man. 
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"Disqualification and a fine will never be enough. It's so unjust," she said. The three-

day trial at Guildford Magistrates' Court heard the collision happened on the A246 

between Guildford and Leatherhead on 7 January 2004. 

Pc Jones, a surveillance officer with 13 years' service, was knocked unconscious when 

he collided with Parker's left-hand driver converted French military van as it turned into 

a side lane. He has never regained consciousness and has been in hospital ever since. 

"My sons and I have lost a loving, supportive and devoted father and husband," said 

Mrs Jones. "I know that Mr Parker never went out to hurt anyone deliberately that 

morning but I am still angry at the sentence." "He has, in effect, taken Stan's life." 

Pc Jones has been retired from Surrey Police on an ill-health pension. 

"The force gains no satisfaction from this conviction," said Surrey assistant chief 

constable Mark Rowley. Surrey Police and the public of Surrey have lost an excellent 

officer. Sandra and his two sons, Zak and Harri, have lost an active and supportive 

husband and father." 

 

 

Officers Killed in Service 

Off Duty  
 

Superintendent and DCC James William Parr (37)   

19.7.1868 

 

Died of malignant scarlet fever caught, it was believed, in the discharge of his duty. 

 

PC 23 Thomas Barber   

3rd June 1869 

 

Found drowned. It is not known if he was on duty 

 

Inspector Edward Bailey 49, Dorking  

1 May 1916 

 

Found drowned in a millpond near Dorking.  

 

 

PC 108 Stanley Charles Cross, 45, 

 24 November 1961 
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Died of cancer accelerated as a result of a police vehicle accident 

 

DC Peter Marsden-Smith, 24,  

29 December 1965 

 

Died in a road accident on the 29 December 1965 on the A24 Mickleham By Pass. DC 

Marsden-Smith was born on the 1 April 1941 and appointed to the Surrey Constabulary 

on the 2 May 1962. His wife Jo who was pregnant at the time of Peterôs death survived 

him. 

   

Robert Bartlett: I was at the scene of the RTA and I recall that the road froze after a 

shower of rain and was like a skating rink. Peterôs car did not make the first long bend 

going off the road. A lady passenger was severely injured. He died at the scene.  

 

 

PC Richard ñDickieò Daborn  

28 September 1973 

PC Daborn was a dog handler at Godalming and lived with his family in the police 

house in Shackleford. Some time in the early 1970ôs he went with his father to the south 

coast on a fishing trip. It is believed his father was swept into the sea by a huge wave 

and Dickie went in after him to get him out. Tragically both were drowned. Dickie had 

recently returned off holiday from abroad and he had picked up an infection, which left 

him rather weak. The tragic accident happened off the West Arm at Newhaven. It is 

thought that a Metropolitan Police officer tried to rescue them both. He was cremated 

at the Guildford and Godalming crematorium. 

Stan Wood (Timber) Dick was a first class dog handler, also very popular and I classed 

him as a very good friend. The exact year of his death I am not too sure about, but John 

Tyrrell was the Dog Inspector appointed in 1972 and Bill Redwood I am sure was still 

a Sergeant, (retired in 1974) so that puts Dick's death between those dates. Prior to the 

tragedy Dick and family had holidayed abroad and somehow Dick had picked up an 

infection, which had laid him low, bedridden for several weeks.  He had returned to 

work but was still not strong in health. It was at this time that Dick and his father went 

on a fishing trip to I believe Newhaven.  They were fishing off a groin when Dicks 

father was hit by a wave and swept into the rough sea.  Dick with no thought for his 

own safety dived in fully clothed but was unable to save his father. Dick had been a 

good swimmer and before joining the Dog Section had been on the Surrey Constabulary 

Underwater Section.  Whether, if he had been fully fit, would he have survived one will 

never know. We lost a first class officer in the prime of life, and a good friend to many 

of his colleagues. He left a wife and two daughters.  His funeral was at Guildford 

Crematorium which as can be expected was packed with many of us standing outside. 
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1971 at home 
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WPC Nicola Newman  

14 March 1975 

 

Died in a road accident on the A3 Guildford on the 14 March 1975 
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ROLL CALL OF HONOURED OFFICERS  

 
PC Edwin Lawty, Guildford Borough  

 

 
In 1913 awarded the King's Police Medal for Gallantry for arresting a housebreaker at 

Newlands Corner. During the severe and prolonged struggle the Constable was injured 

when struck by a golf club. 

 

1913: PC Edwin Lawty, Guildford Borough In 1913 awarded the King's Police 

Medal for Gallantry for arresting a housebreaker at Newlands Corner. During the severe 

and prolonged struggle the Constable was injured when struck by a golf club. In July 

the homes of Lt Col Grier and Dr Arthur Bryan were burgled and £50 worth of property 

stolen. Following a three-mile chase across Pewley Downs PC Lawty caught the burglar 

at Newlands Corner where a severe and prolonged struggle took place during which 

Lawty was injured having been struck by a golf club. However he hung onto his 

prisoner until help arrived. For his gallant and determined action PC Lawty was 

commended by the judge at the Assizes and was awarded the KPM for gallantry. The 

Watch Committee made monetary awards to MR William Lee and MR W H Brown 

who assisted in the arrest. The householders who had been burgled presented the force 

with £10 for the purchase of pistols and shields (possibly trophies) and three were 

purchased along with a thousand rounds of ammunition and four shields and leg guards. 

The weapons would be used for range practice and would not be carried unless an 

emergency arose. 49 

 

Lawty enlisted in the 2nd Battalion Dragoon Guards (Queens Bays). He went overseas 

on 15 August 1914. He went missing in action between 11-14 Sep. It was unofficially 

reported on 4 October 1914 as missing and on 14 November 1914 was unofficially a 

POW with the German Army. He was officially declared a POW on 24 March 1915. 

He returned home in the UK on 14 November 1918. He appears to be an A/Corporal 

when he went missing. 

 

His Kingôs Police Medal was in the London Gazette number 29024, page 4 dated 29 

December 1914 as receiving the Kings Police Medal. He was entitled to the 1914 star, 

clasp and rose as well as the BWM and VM. 

 

 
49 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
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Edwin then decided to re-enlist on 20 June1919 into the RASC and discharged on 17 

November 1920. 50 

 

PC 60 Harold Weller 

 

 

Awarded the Kingôs Police Medal in 1914 for conspicuous action trying to stop a 

runaway horse. 

 

PS 224 Arthur George Gunner 

 

 
 

Awarded the Kingôs Police Medal in August 1919 for arresting an armed soldier 

 

Deputy Chief Constable William Kenward 

 

 
50 Dee Hutchison Secretary  Friends of Surrey Infantry and Queens Royal Surrey Regiment  email 

to Robert Bartlett 9 July 2019 
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Awarded the Kingôs Police Medal in December 1921 for courageous conduct in the 

apprehension of an armed lunatic 

 

 

PC 248 William Herrett  

 

 
Awarded the Kingôs Police Medal posthumously in October 1929 after losing his life 

trying to stop a runaway horse. 
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PS 21 William Forehead 

 

 
Awarded the Medal of the Order of the British Empire in June 1935 after suffering 

severe injuries trying to arrest two housebreakers 

 

 

PC 275 Robert McBrien 

 

 
 

Awarded the British Empire Medal in April 1941 for courage shown when rescuing a 

woman trapped under the debris of a house demolished by a bomb 
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PC 405 Alfred Everitt 

 

 
 

Awarded the Kingôs Police Medal in June 1941 for arresting an armed soldier who 

attempted to shoot him 

 

 

PC171 Albert Enticknap 

 

 
 

Awarded the Kingôs Police Medal in June 1945 for arresting an armed housebreaker 
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Inspector William Locke 

 

 
 

Awarded the Kingôs Police Medal in May 1946 (when a sergeant) for gallantry in 

arresting an armed prisoner who during an attempted escape fired a pistol at point blank 

range. The bullet struck the bottom button of Inspector Lockeôs jacket. 

 

 

 

PS 72 Reginald Callingham 

 

 
Awarded the British Empire Medal for Gallantry for brave conduct in May 1961 when 

he was shot trying to make an arrest. 

 

 

 

PS 651 G Breckell, DC 394 W Spencer and PC 364 A. Newman 
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Awarded the Queenôs Commendation for Brave Conduct for their actions in October 

1965 when they prevented a mentally deranged youth from throwing himself from the 

top of a 70-foot high cinema roof. During the rescue the officers fell through the roof 

sustaining minor injuries. 

 

 

PC D Shepherd, Detective Inspector L Phillips, DS G Smith, PC G Queen 

 

 
Awarded the Queenôs Commendation for Brave Conduct in recognition of their courage 

in the arrest of an armed man in September 1969 
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DS W Tappern, PC K Simmons, PC P Buss, PC R Holland and PC T Anglim 

 

 
 

Awarded the Queenôs Commendation for Brave Conduct for service exceeding the 

bounds of duty at the scene of the Gatwick air disaster in January 1969. 

 

WPC 55 Jackie Parrish 

 

 
 

Awarded the Queenôs Commendation for Brave Conduct when in January 1974 she 

disarmed a woman wielding a knife. 
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PS 356 Harley Findlay 

 

 
 

PS Findlay was awarded the Queenôs Commendation for Brave Conduct after being 

wounded by a gunman who had shot two other officers in July 1974, fatally wounding 

one. Although injured he sought help and pursued the gunman. 

 

 

 

PC 683 David Stark 

 
 

Awarded the Queenôs Commendation for Brave Conduct for his action in May 1975 

when he arrested an armed intruder. The gun was later found to be a replica. 
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PC 1124 Paul Cady 

 

 
 

PC Cady was awarded the Queenôs Commendation for Brave Conduct in October 1978 

for trying to stop a lorry, which had been dangerously driven and had already been 

involved on several accidents. He suffered severe leg injuries. 

 

WPS 1242 Karen Edminston 

 

 
 

WPC Edminston was awarded the Queenôs Commendation for Brave Conduct when in 

July 1984 she disarmed a drunken man who was threatening to kill his wife and others 

with a firearm. 
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PC 1415 Simon Lane 

 

 
 

Awarded the Queenôs Commendation for Brave Conduct for his actions in September 

1984 when he tackled a gunman whilst off duty. Despite being sprayed with CS gas PC 

Lane managed to hold onto the offender until assistance arrived. 

 

DC John Brake 

 

 
 

Detective Constable Brake was awarded the Queenôs Commendation for Brave 

Conduct for his actions in May 1987. During an attempt to arrest three offenders a 

vehicle was driven directly at the officer. Although he was badly injured DC Brake still 

managed to arrest them. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:938at938@gmail.com


Robert Bartlett 938at938@gmail.com Version 45 6 March 2025 246 

PC 1203 B Rajikumar and PS 202 M Powell- Bristow 

 

 
 

These officers were awarded the Queenôs Commendation for Brave Conduct after an 

incident on the roof of a large country house. Helped by ambulance man Mr Wood they 

detained a drunk, violent man after jumping a seven-foot gap to reach him. 

 

PC 783 Paul Mizzi 

 

PC Mizzi was awarded the Queenôs Commendation for Brave Conduct for confronting 

an armed robber in June 1992. 
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A/PS117 Peter Moore 

 
 

Awarded the Queenôs Commendation for Brave Conduct for his actions in August 1992 

when he was stabbed while trying to stop an armed robbery in Brockham Post Office. 

 

See also document Blue Serge for details of officers who served in the armed 

forces during the two world wars. 
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	Inspector William Donaldson (44) 29.7.1855
	Bludgeoned by a mob in Haslemere
	On 29 July 1855 at just after midnight Inspector Donaldson and Constable James Freestone were in the Market Place in Haslemere supervising the turning out of the public houses and enforcing the end of permitted hours. There was a report of trouble wit...
	PC 7 John George Barnes, Guildford Borough, 4 January 1900
	Killed at Rensburg, Cape Colony, South Africa
	PC 221 Ernest William Brattle
	Died of wounds aged 28, 31 October 1914


	PC 66 James Freemantle
	11 November 1914
	PC 150 Thomas Freemantle
	11 November 1914
	PC 252 Ernest Alfred Warrell
	Died aged 27, 3 September 1916
	PC 268 Donald Russell
	PC 141 Harry George Wise, Surrey Constabulary
	Aged 26, 26 September 1916
	PC 85 Alfred James Weller
	Died age 26 3 May 1917
	PC Weller served as a Lance Corporal number 66 in the Household Battalion (Previously 3687 2nd Life Guards).  The son of Henry and Elizabeth Weller, of Anyards Rd., Cobham, Surrey he is buried in the Roeux British Cemetery.
	He enlisted at Guildford and gave his residence as Cobham Joined the Surrey Constabulary on 6th April 1914 aged 23, and was sworn in at Guildford before Col Ricardo and J N Renton on 11th April 1914. His appointment number was 1715 and his collar numb...

	PC 269 Charles Henry Childs
	2nd Battalion Royal Berkshire Regiment
	Died aged 29 2 December 1917
	PC 214 Harry Noakes
	Died age 28 9 August 1918
	PC 208 William Henry George Fortman
	1st Mountain Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery
	Died age 28 18 October 1918
	Including Reigate Borough Police officers
	PC 227 Albert William Harrison (27) 17 February 1932
	PC 240 Herbert George Smeed (47) 18 March 1934
	WORLD WAR II

	PC 3 Norman Croxton (25) 4 February 1940
	PC 122 William Harold Storey (35) 16 November 1941
	PWRC George Henry Dalton
	PC 350 Clive “Nibbs” Millward
	PC 13 George Herbert Cone “Billy”
	From the webs site of Rob Evans – Aviation artist and researcher
	PC 36 Aubrey Charles Harris
	Guildford Borough Police
	Sergeant (Bomb Aimer) RAFVR 90 Squadron
	Killed aged 30 25 June 1943


	PC 382 Wilfred Harold James Pickard
	PC 348 Herbert Alfred Sparrow
	PC Dennis Marshall Walder
	Reigate Borough Police
	23/24 August 1943  RAF Bomber Command war Diary

	Junior Police Clerk Cecil Arthur Maskell
	PC 321 Ronald Morrish
	PC 388 James Francis Ward
	PC 390 Cyril Arthur Wakley
	Pilot Officer (Pilot) RAVR No 97 Squadron
	Died aged 26, 20 January1944
	Avro Lancaster B.I and B.III: Jan 1942 onwards


	PC 35 Leonard John Gould
	PC 209 John Raymond Bathe
	PC Bathe served as Flight Sergeant (Bomb Aimer) in the RAFVR No 76 Squadron. Age 30.  PC Bathe was the son of Arthur Henry and Maud Mary Bathe, of Witley and was killed on operations with the RAF being buried in Witley (All Saints) Churchyard.


	Last page of the log book of John Bathe Flight Sergeant
	Handley Page Halifax B.I, B.II, B.III, B.V and B.VI: May 1941-May 1945
	PC 214 Norman Horace Edwards
	PC Jack Skingley Reigate Borough
	Our Heroes
	Flight Lieutenant Jack Skingley

	Jack Skingley promoted this day

	PC Geoffrey Alexander Farquhar,
	Reigate Borough Police
	Sergeant Corps of Military Police
	PC Wilfred St. G Chandler DFC
	PC 275 Robert McBrien BEM
	PC 405 Alfred James Everitt KPM
	PC William Charles Tucker and Special Constable William Douglas Reffell
	Inspector Lionel Norman Head and PC Brian Gunning


	Post War Killed on Duty
	PC 257 Frederick James Stevens
	10 July1960 aged 43
	PC Stanley Charles Cross 24 November 1961
	PC 900 William Wood
	Killed 19 December 1966 aged 27
	PC 776 Philip Morgan
	25 October 1969 age 24
	PC 891 John Schofield
	6 July 1974 age 27

	Trevor Saunders
	I have vivid memories of the awful events of 6th July 1974 when P.C. John Schofield was driving a beat car, with passengers P.C. Ray Fullalove and Sergeant Jim Findlay, in Croydon Road, Caterham, in the early hours of the morning.   They pulled up alo...
	PC 16 Robert George Cross
	14 July 1977 age 33
	PC Bernard Francis Warren
	PC 542 Christopher Cooper
	17 April 1992 age 31

	Inspector Alan Craggs
	PC 674 Roger John Franklin
	Died 6 August 1995, age 36

	PC Nigel Paul Skinner
	PC 2239 Richard Gunn
	14 March 2004 age 29



