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Hoodlums run riot in Borough 
 
1988 June 17: Horley Town centre: The centre was pedestrianized and this attracted loutish 

behaviour by local youths which culminated when fifty young men congregated and attacked 

police officers causing injury and damage to their vehicles. During the following Saturday 

afternoon at the local carnival arrests resulted in the police station coming under attack. That 

evening 80-100 young men gathered in the precinct and there were further outbreaks of 

violence. Officers again suffered injuries when the group was confronted and arrests made1.  
 

23 June 1988 Surrey Mirror 

 

 
 

A serious disturbance took place in Camberley 
 
1989 June 30: A serious disturbance took place in Camberley town centre at a public house. 

Officers were close by and tried to intervene but were immediately surrounded by over 100 

people. Fights broke out along about half of the High Street and as the fighting escalated 

additional officers came from other parts of the force and surrounding police forces. Twenty-

one people were arrested and charged. Several officers were injured some requiring hospital 

treatment. Sixteen people appeared before the court the following day, six convicted and 

sentenced, one was remanded in custody and nine granted bail. All were eventually convicted.2 

 
1 Surrey Constabulary Annual report 1988 
2 Annual Report 1989 
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A serious disturbance took place in Frensham 
 

1989 July 15: Friction between rival gangs led to several confrontations at Frensham Ponds 

during the summer culminating in a large fight when 18 people were arrested and charged with 

public order offences.3 

 

Chief Constables Surrey Constabulary and Surrey Police  

Since its establishment in 1851, Surrey Police has been led by the following chief constables: 

• 1851–1899: Captain Hastings 

• 1899–1930: Captain Mowbray Lees Sant 

• 1930–1946: Major Geoffrey Nicholson 

• 1946–1956: Joseph Simpson (later Sir Joseph Simpson) 

First 100 years four chief constables 

12 chief constables next 70 years 

• 1956–1968: Herman Rutherford 

• 1968–1982: Sir Peter Matthews 

• 1982–1991: Brian Hayes 

• 1991–1997: David Williams 

• 1998–2000: Ian Blair 

• 2000–2004: Denis O'Connor 

• 2004–2008: Robert Quick 

• 2009–2011: Mark Rowley 

• 2012–2015: Lynne Owens 

• 2016–2019: Nick Ephgrave 

• 2019–2023: Gavin Stephens 

• 2023–present: Tim De Meyer 

This information is sourced from the Wikipedia page on Surrey Police 

 

Police Sergeant 158 Allan Taverner4 

Surrey Constabulary  

8 February 1892- 31st December 1919 

 

 
3 Annual Report 1989 
4 With research undertaken by Jenny Tuffs, Henry Pelham, Robert Bartlett and Robert Simonson of Surrey 

History Centre 
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Photos from David Dowling a direct descendant and records from Surrey History Centre, 

Robert Simonson - appointment books 9152/1/2/1/2 and 9152/1/2/1/3 
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July 7, 1910. Stopping a runaway horse for which he was commended, frequently attracted 

national bravery awards – possibly if killed or injured, Probably York Town, Bagshot. 
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Date of appointment: 8 February 1892 HQ for Tandridge  

19 Jan 1894 left Tandridge for Sunningdale 

10 Aug 1896 left Sunningdale for Horley 

8 January 1901 left Horley for Tatsfield 

3 November 1902 left Tatsfield for Caterham 

22 June 1904 left Caterham for Frimley 

18 January 1905 left Frimley for York Town 

8 March 1911 left York Town for Byfleet  

18 September 1913 left Byfleet for Woking 

14 June 1914 left Woking for Bagshot on promotion to sergeant 

Retiring 31 December 1919. 

 

 

Cause and date of removal from the force: Superannuated, 31 December 1919 

Conduct during service Very Good 

Date of certificate 31st December 1919 

Date of appointment 8 February 1892 

Died 1 April1950 
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Not known who is in the picture but in photograph collection of Taverners 

 

 

 

 
 

Believed Allan Tavener’s truncheon and whistle 



 11 

 
1910 – probably posed photo – assisted by a soldier 

 

 

 
Byfleet 1911/1912 
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Allan Tavener believed at Byfleet 1911/1912 

 

 

 

Surrey Constabulary Cricket – Police Sergeant Taverner in the photo but not identified 
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Bagshot Police station 

 

And this is a picture taken at the station of Winifred Taverner and Sidney Dowling in their 

courting days. 

 

Bagshot 1915 
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Peel House, Bagshot Police Station 

 
PC Tavener outside Camberley Police Station 
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Unknown date or location but Surrey Constabulary.  Similar photos around 1905-1910 

in Surrey Constabulary collection 
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Police station unknown but unusual features 

 

John Charles Harbour 

Metropolitan Police  PC 441F 
 

1908-1919 – sacked for going on strike 
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Richard Symonds via Surrey Constabulary website: I have been shown a prewar photo of 

a constable bearing the collar number 441F, and although blurred, this number would seem to 

appear on his helmet badge as well. On the back of the photo are simply the inscription Redhill, 

Surrey. 

 

Peter Kennison:  John Charles Harbour b. 31 January 1888 Swanley Kent  warrant number 

95760 joined Metropolitan Police 25th August 1908 was dismissed 1st August 1919 with 

hundreds of others for going on strike. On joining lived at 1 Francis Cottages, Higham, Kent - 

worked as a labourer in Rochester. 

 

In April1886 a new F Division was established based at Paddington and included Notting Hill, 

Notting dale and Kensington. (1 Page 477 “Behind the Blue Lamp” Moss, Swindon and 

Kennison) 

 

(Dr Peter Kennison PhD former Metropolitan Police and academic Middlesex and Brighton 

Universities son of the late Sergeant Frank Kennison) 

 

Richard Symonds who sent in the photo of PC Harbour 

 

 
Peter Wickens commenting on this photo from Richard Symonds. This was the first intake of 

girl cadets a part of the policy to increase cadet numbers leading to the recruitment of 

constables at 19. It was DCC Ted Post’s idea to run the courses.  There were two one month 

residential courses at Grafham of which this was one. At the time 23% of constable recruits 

were former cadets. 
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PC Des Flanders front left 

 

Police Sergeant Peter Wickens, Chief Inspector John Green, Police Sergeant Geoff 

Todd 
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PC Fred James  

 
Richard Symonds is front left 
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26 November 1967 to 23 February 1968 

 
Inspector Denis Hughes and PC F Giles  

  
Cadet and PC Richard Symonds 
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William Flower Symonds, collar number SC186, pictured in 1940 Reigate 

 
Photos of Special Constable William Flower Symonds, collar number SC186, pictured in 1940   

and in 1941.  Formerly in the army – a Lieutenant in the Dorset Regiment - he was in the 

Mesopotamia theatre of war during World War One.   He was a member of the Reigate Special 

Constabulary during World War Two  living in Reigate for many years. (Photos courtesy 

grandson former PC Richard Symonds) 

 

 

Inspector Percy Denyer5 

Surrey Constabulary  

First World War served in the Army 
 

1 February 1912 called up and served Military Police 7 June 1915, August 1919 re-

joined Surrey Constabulary after war service. Retired April 1946 died 28 February 

1955 

 
 

 
5 With research undertaken by Jenny Tuffs, Henry Pelham, Robert Bartlett and Robert Simonson of Surrey 

History Centre 
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Photograph found in papers of Police Sergeant Allan Taverner 

 
Records, Surrey History Centre Robert Simonson photograph PC Denyer from David 

Dowling 

 
 

1889 Percy Denyer was born 24th February 1889 at Sheet Hampshire and baptized 14th April  

 

1889 at Sheet. His parents were Joseph, a labourer and Mary of Sheet. 

 

1891 Census the family were living at Railway Cottages, Steep, Hampshire, Joseph aged 26 

years, agricultural labourer, Mary, wife aged 28 years, William, son aged 4 years and Percy, 

son aged 2 years. 

 

1901 Census the family were living in a shed! at Rogate, Sussex, Joseph, aged 36 years was a 

farmers hire carter for horses and the family were Mary, wife aged 36 years, William, son aged  

14 years, Percy, son aged 12 years, Edith, daughter aged 9 years and Beatrice daughter, aged 6 

years.  
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1911 Census the family were living at East Meon Hampshire, Joseph, aged 44 years, proprietor 

of New Inn, Mary, wife aged 46 years, Percy, aged 22 years, carter at Stables, Edith, daughter, 

19 years and Beatrice, daughter aged 16 years. 

 

1912 February 1 Percy joined Surrey Constabulary as PC 1 
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1914 April 6 Surrey Advertiser  Chertsey Petty Sessions - Refusing to quit- Jesse Baxter, 

labourer of Addlestone was summoned for having been drunk and disorderly and refusing to 

quit the Ship Hotel Weybridge on March 28th and was further summoned for drunkenness at 

Monument Green on the same date- PC Denyer gave evidence- Defendant who explained that 

he had met  some friend was fined 5s for each offence. 

 

1914 September 5: West Surrey Times Chertsey Petty Sessions - Had a long way to go-  Albert 

Faithful (14) of New Haw Lane, Addlestone was charged at a children’s court with the theft of 

a bicycle, valued £1 15s the property of Cecil Leopard, errand boy, residing at Addlestone on 

August 27th. The bicycle was stolen from outside a shop in Weybridge and was subsequently 

found on the canal bank. When arrested, prisoner told PC Denyer that he took the bicycle 

because he had a long way to go. He ran into a man on the canal bank and doubled the bicycle 

up then left it. The lad was bound over in a sum of £10 to be of good behaviour for a year and 

placed under the supervision of the probation officer.   

 

1915 June 7:  Percy Denyer joined Military Foot Police for the duration of the war  

 
 

1916 May 25, Percy Denyer, aged 27 years, bachelor, Lance Corporal, Military Foot Police, 

father Joseph Denyer, innkeeper, married Ellen Barnard, aged 26 years, a spinster of 

Weybridge Surrey at East Meon by licence. 
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1919 August 18: Percy Denyer rejoined Surrey Constabulary from RMP war service. 

 

1921 Census 5 Pilgrims Way, Shere nr Guildford, Percy Denyer, aged 32 years, a Police 

Constable was living with his wife Ellen aged 31years. 

 

1923 July 14: Surrey Advertiser- At Surrey Assizes- Good word from Police helps prisoner. 

Alfred Everett (22), gardener pleaded guilty to an offence against a girl of 13yrs of age at 

Shere on 3rd April. PC Denyer said the prisoner had no previous convictions and had joined the 

Army at 16years serving about three years since his discharge he has been of good character, 

sober and respectable, a good sportsman and member of the local football team. About three 

weeks before his arrest he offered his assistance to a Constable who had trouble with gypsies 

at Peaslake. It was pointed out that the prisoner had pleaded guilty, and the counsel asked that 

he be given a chance and not be given a long sentence. He had had a taste of prison and had 

had time to reflect on the wrong he had done. In passing sentence his Lordship said he took 

into consideration the exceptional character he had received from the police and having regard 

the fact that the prisoner had been in prison for three months passed a lenient sentence for such 

an offence- 6 months imprisonment in the second division Denyer was commended by the chief 

constable for his good conduct  in this case. 

 

1927 May 26 West Sussex Gazette- Godalming- PC Denyer left this week for Horley on being 

promoted to sergeant. 

  

1928 March 23 Surrey Mirror- Tragic loss of life after a fire at High Trees, Salfords, a nursery 

school. A fire was discovered in a room on the upper storey at 11o’clock at night, where eight 

children were sleeping and heroic efforts were made by the staff to save the children, three of 

whom were rescued. Four bodies being found by the firemen. After the brigade left PS Denyer 

attended the scene with three Police Constables who did everything possible that they could.  

 

The next day PS Denyer returned to continue the search and the fifth body was found by him 

on the ground floor under tons of debris. The inquest later gave a verdict of death by 

misadventure for the children. 

 

1928 August 17: Surrey Mirror – Reigate County Bench - A s a result of police patrols at 

Charlwood and Horley a number of motorists were summoned for exceeding the 20 mile speed 

limit and evidence on these cases was given by PS Denyer. 

 

1930 September 19:  Surrey Mirror. At the Ambulance Bazaar at Horley which raised £20 for 

the Horley Division St John’s Ambulance PS Denyer won the candle lighting competition. 

 

1932 November 16/17:  Several Newspapers in Great Britain -Including Coventry Evening 

Telegraph - Four Policemen sued -Accused of wrongful Imprisonment 
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1933 January 19: West Sussex Gazette- At Reigate Borough Bench Marjorie Millett, 21, 

Church Stret Reigate was fined £1 and 7s 6d costs for driving without due care and attention 

at Redhill on December 21st. Defended by Mr A Rawlence, she pleaded not guilty. A constable 

stated he saw two motors in collision at the junction of High Street an Lower Bridge Road 

Redhill. The defendant was on the off side of the road and in an attempt to get into Lower 
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Bridge Road her car crashed into another car. Neither car was travelling at more than 18 miles 

an hour and the defendant in turning would be doing about 13 miles an hour.PS Denyer, Horley, 

driver of the other cars aid when he reached Lower Bridge Road he saw, to his surprise another 

car cross in front of him. He had about six to ten feet to stop but could not manage it without a 

collision. Defendant gave evidence and said she intended to park her car in Lower Bridge Road, 

she put out her hand to signal and her front wheels were actually in the road when the other car 

hit her. Her speed would be about ten miles an hour. The defending solicitor contended that PS 

Denyer had given no satisfactory reason why the collision occurred, suggesting that he was not 

paying sufficient attention to oncoming traffic. The Bench imposed a fine as stated.               

 

1933 July 14 Surrey Mirror – Bowls - Merstham Village v Oxted Police- PS Denyer was a 

player for Oxted Police side who won the match                                                                                                                      

 

1933 December 1 -Surrey Mirror- Horley-Police Changes - PS Denyer of Horley, who has 

been transferred to Camberley on promotion to the rank of inspector will be succeeded at 

Horley by PS Peet of Egham. The changes taking effect at the end of next week. 

 

1935 March 2 -Surrey Advertiser- Police Social- The first entertainment for officers of the 

Farnham Division and their families took place at Agincourt Hall with Insp Denyer being a 

member of the organizing committee. 

 

1935 August 17: Surrey Advertiser- At the Police Swimming Gala held at Farnham Municipal 

Baths Master John Henry Denyer, the 12-year-old son of Insp P Denyer of Camberley won a 

miniature cup for completing against police officers of three divisions in the novice’s race. 

 

1935 September 21:  Surrey Advertiser-Insp Denyer was still playing bowls and was in a 

match when Farnham Police beat Farnham Ladies Bowling Club. 

 

1936 March 28: Surrey Advertiser - Cycle Lamp Thefts - At Camberley Police Court Albert 

Henry Taylor of 5 Albert Villas Frimley Green Road Frimley was charged with stealing an 

electric bicycle lamp, the property of Percy Denyer at Camberley on March 5th. PS (sic) Denyer 

said in consequence of a large number of complaints that had been received in the district about 

the theft of cycle lamps, he marked his lamp (produced) with two crosses and instructed a 

police constable to place it on his bicycle and leave it in the car park at the Regal Cinema, 

Camberley, and then to keep observation. PC Pink said he saw the accused approach the cycle, 

take off the lamp and put it in his pocket. Col. Guy Lee of Camberley said the defendant was 

thoroughly hard working and honest. The Bench bound Taylor over in the sum of £3 to be of 

good behaviour for two years. 
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1937 August 7:  Surrey Advertiser- Holiday Traffic Volume at Camberley- Although cars 

were pouring down the great South West Road at well over 3,000 an hour, the Surrey 

Constabulary in Camberley and Bagshot did not have to deal with a single accident of any 

consequence during the Bak Holiday period. Insp P Denyer of Camberley told the “Surrey 

Advertiser” that he thought the traffic reached its peak on Saturday with the rush to the 

southwest from London. On Monday evening as the holiday crowds may their way back the 

traffic was to a certain extent “staggered” and although this meant a more prolonged rush it 

was not so heavy at one time. To attempt to cross the main London Road at Camberley during 

Saturday or Monday evening, except at certain vantage points was a hazardous undertaking as 

the traffic was one long unbroken line, with cars travelling nose to tail. 

 

1937 August 14: Surrey Advertiser- Bowls – Insp Denyer took part in a match between 

Farnham Post Office and Farnham Police which was won by the Post Office 

 

1937 November 13 Surrey Advertiser-Inspector Denyer led the members of the police in the 

annual Armistice Sunday Parade at Camberley 

 

1938 July 30: Surrey Advertiser- Inspector Percy Denyer attended the inquest of Lieut Ronald 

Prescott Mansell who died in the grounds of the Royal Military College which was held at the 

Court House, Camberley. Inspector Denyer attended the scene and found Lieutenant Mansell 

lying between a tree and car, quite dead. At that spot there was nothing to distinguish the path 

from the road except kerb stones every 20 yards so the car must have struck the tree with great 

force. He continued that a stranger might take the opening between the trees as a road as it was 

at the end of a bend. Asked if there was a question of drink in this case the witness replied 

“No”. The inquest was then adjourned. 

  

1938 February 26:  Surrey Advertiser – Insp P Denyer attended the Annual Dinner of the 

Frimley and Camberley Urban Council Fire Brigade at the Agincourt Hall. 

 

1939 Register living at The Police Station High Street Camberley were Percy Denyer born 

1889, Police Inspector, Ellen. His wife born 1889 and John H, son born 1923, (Guildford 

Registration District). 

 

1939 May 27:  Reading Mercury- Inspector P Denyer was present at the annual inspection of 

“D” Division Special Constabulary by Major G Nicholson, Chief Constable held at Camberley 

Drill Hall. 

 

1939 July 26: Surrey Advertiser-Bowls-Insp Denyer played in a bowls match -Guildford v 

Surrey Constabulary at Guildford where Guildford won by four shots 

 

1942 September 19 - Surrey Advertiser- casualties in mock battle 



 32 

 
 

1944 September 9 Surrey Advertiser – Inspector P Denyer (Camberley) was among several 

police officers who attended the funeral of PC George Herbert Vance at St Peter’s Church 

Frimley. PC Vance was aged 36 years and had served for 10 years in the police stationed at 

Copthorne, Farnham and Frimley. 

 

1945 November 10: Surrey Advertiser- Crashed into Police Car- Stated to have crashed into 

a stationary police car outside Bagshot police station at 10.45pm on September 24th, the Hon 

Hugh Stanley of Hollwood, Keston was fined £15 at Camberley for driving without due care. 

His licence was endorsed. Insp Denyer said the patrol car was left with its sidelights and rear 

light on. He heard a crash and found the police car forced off the road and damaged and the 

defendant’s car upside down in the middle of the road. Witness went to help the defendant and 
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his two companions, one of whom was Lord Montague of Beaulieu. The defendant told the 

magistrates that the lights of a car coming towards him at 60 miles an hour dazzled him, his 

own speed being 40 miles an hour. 

 

1946 April 27: Surrey Advertiser - Police Inspector Retires - Having completed more than 

34 years’ service in the Surrey Police Force, Insp Percy Denyer of Camberley is retiring on 

Tuesday and will be succeeded by Sgt Frederick E Skinner who is being made temporary 

inspector. Inspector Denyer joined the Surrey County Police on February 1st 1912 and was first 

stationed at Woking. He served in France and Belgium during 1914-1918 war and later returned 

to the police force. He was promoted sergeant in 1927 and was stationed at Horley until he 

became inspector at Camberley in 1933. At Camberley Magistrates Court the Chairman 

remarked that the magistrates were fully conscious of ably he had dealt with all matters 

appertaining to court work and wished him good luck in retirement. 

 

1955 March 5: Surrey Advertiser-Death of Ex-Police Inspector- A former Camberley police 

inspector Mt Percy Denyer of Oakengates, Woodlands Road, Camberley died aged 66 years at 

Frimley Hospital. Mr Denyer began his police career with the Surrey Constabulary in 1912, 

leaving during the first world war to serve in France as a military policeman. He rejoined the 

force later and served in many parts of the county including Godalming and Cranleigh. He first 

went to Camberley in 1934 to take charge of the town’s sub- division of Farnham Division. He 

retired in1946 but this did not stop his interest in the police as he immediately joined the special 

constabulary as an inspector and served until he was forced to resign from that position by 

illness a year ago. Mr Denyer leaves a widow and one son, John, a newsagent of London Road.  

 

1955 April 28: Percy Denyer died at Frimley and District Hospital, he was of Oaken Gates, 

Woodlands Road Camberley and probate was granted at London on 28th April to Ellen Denyer, 

widow, effects £1674 4s 7d,  

 

1968 July 9: Ellen Denyer of 195 Frimley Green Road Frimley Green Camberley died on 

9th July 1968., probate at Winchester on 4th October. 
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P Denyer war service medal 3 September 1939 - 24 June 1944.  22 September 1944 - 4 February 

1946 awarded Defence Medal 

 

PC Dicke Daborn 
 

John Lee 

 

Just talking about Alsatian dogs with my wife last night prompted me to recall that lovely man 

Dickie Daborn. From 1969 to 1971 I lived in the police house with office attached at Milford. 

For the first year I was beat officer for Milford, Witley, Wormley and Shackleford, and then 

on the area car out of Godalming before moving onto Traffic and Godstone in 1971. 

Dickie was a very friendly person and an excellent officer and I still often recall being shocked 

and greatly saddened by his untimely death, but not at all surprised that he would attempt to 

save his father without concern for his own skin. 

 

The memory came last night because I was describing to my wife that it was certainly as far 

back as then (1970) that Dickie was telling me about the hip displacement issues that were 

occurring with a number of the Alsatians recruited for use with Surrey and that he believed it 

was due to too much inbreeding. 
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That memory caused me to search on your brilliant Surrey Constabulary history and I really 

must congratulate you on the incredible detail you have obtained of the force and its staff from 

inception. 

 

It prompted another sad memory too: in 1966, when I was 18 and working as a petrol pump 

attendant at Ash, PC Woods came in on his motorcycle one cold morning to check his tyre 

pressures and I had a good five minute chat with this very nice and friendly man, talking about 

his ambitions for the future and also mine to join the force when I got to 19 years, but it was 

only about 10 minutes after he had ridden away that customers were coming in to the filling 

station talking of a terrible accident nearby where a police motorcyclist had been run over by 

a lorry and killed. I remember how hard that was to take in at the time, only a few minutes 

before talking to a living breathing man and suddenly, no more! 
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Looking through the names of those officers who died off duty, I notice there is no mention of 

PC’s Roger Mattocks and George Hicks.  I was first stationed at Walton on Thames from 

August 1967 and living at Weybridge section house - our cook was Mrs G, Chief 

Superintendent Jackman’s mother. Roger was also at the section hose and George was in digs; 

he may have even been staying with Mrs G - he was a favourite of hers. 

 

(Ed: John Lee added other detail about the accident, but the editor has chosen to refrain from 

publication for other officers who were there the events remain raw and difficult.  Both George 

and Roger were involved in an accident on the M1 when their vehicle was struck and both 

killed. However their loss should not go unrecorded.)  

 

PC 900 William Wood 

Killed 19 December 1966 aged 27 

 

From Surrey Constabulary Roll of Honour 

 

PC Wood hit a lorry on the 19 December 1966 after he had pulled out of Star Lane, Ash on his 

police motorcycle onto Shawfield Road. PC Jim Allen attended the scene. PC Wood was born 

19 April 1939 and was appointed as a Constable on the 29 April 1964. 

 

Alan Fletcher: I knew Bill on a very casual basis whilst we were both teenagers growing up in 

Newcastle upon Tyne. I think he even went to the same college as I did. His parents had a 

general dealer’s corner shop in the East End not far from where my father and I had a butcher 

shop. He was an apprentice plumber for a local company. 

 

Soon after I joined the Surrey Constabulary in February 1966 I was in the “Cedar Bar” at HQ, 

(it was a wooden type premises in those days with a large size snooker table), waiting to go to 

training centre at Nutfield when a blonde PC came up to me, no doubt having heard my 

accent, and asked where I was from. I recognised him straight away and replied, “just around 

the corner from where your parents had a shop”. From then on, we sat and talked of “the good 

old days”.  

 

I was first on the scene of his RTA. I was off duty and came upon the accident as members of 

the public were trying to use the motorcycles radio to get Police assistance. I guided Jim Allen 

the Divisional Motorcyclist into the location at the junction of Star Lane and Shawfield Road, 

outside “The Cricketers” pub. A heavily laden “Perfectos Pipe” lorry had pulled out of Star 

Lane, (an inverted “Y” junction) into Shawfield Rd. Bill’s motor bike was believed to have 

skidded; he dropped the bike but could not get free of it and it went under the lorry. It was a 

very sad day for all of us.  He was an average sized man but with a “big generous character” 

that was well respected by everyone who met him. One of his daughters still lives in the 
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Farnham area, sadly his wife died many years ago. Just felt I had to say something of my “brief 

encounter” of only a few months about a “nice guy”. 

 

From Surrey Constabulary History – date not recorded 

 

Retired PC 896 Osgood: The sad death of Constable 900 William Woods or “Bill” Woods 

joined on the same day and intake as I did 29th April 1964.   We first met at the swearing in 

ceremony and then had to attend the medical up in Tunsgate in the afternoon.   As we had some 

hours before our appointment a group of us older ones adjourned to the public house in 

Tunsgate for a few 'sherbets'.   After a quantity of Red Barrel, I think it was, Bill Woods and 

the rest of us presented ourselves for the medical.   We all had our 'samples' in our pockets, 

ready for testing, except for Bill Woods, who had 'lost' his.   He was sent to a vacant room by 

the nurse in charge, with a jug and told to provide a sample.   The next bit has remained with 

me to this day.  Bill went into this cubicle and after some minutes, a loud northern voice came 

from the cubicle “Quick, nurse, bring another jug!” We all dissolved into fits of laughter.  I 

often wonder whether the test of the samples showed neat Red Barrel. That was a good start to 

our careers.   

    
After Sandgate I was posted to Ash section, as I was then a single man, living with my parents 

in Ash Vale.   Bob Cozens and Peter Watts were the two Sergeants there, and I was told to go 

with 'Nobby' Hall for some area training.   All Nobby said to me was “Bugger off, you know 

the area better than I do.”  I remember that some of the constables there were Joe Smith, Nobby 

Hall, George Mooney, Fred Berryman, Malcolm (Ginger) Hill and Colin Lambert.   Can you 

imagine being posted there when I had known all the first class toe-rags all my life having been 

born and bred in Ash Vale. I was there for about a year until I got married and moved to 

Windlesham.    

 

I do know the exact location of Bill Woods grave in St. Peters Churchyard at Ash, should 

anyone want to know,  My parents grave is close to his, and when I go there to tend their grave, 

I always go and have a word with Bill if you know what I mean.  He became such a good friend 

in such a short time.      

 

Choir update on last month’s entry 
 

Roger Chamberlain 

 

Congratulations on another excellent informative newsletter, but I fear an omission has 

occurred: the colour photo of the assembled choir (page 11) has a name missing from the 

caption: that of a member for his entire service ( almost encompassing the choir’s entire 

existence), who was also compère and minibus driver for at least 10 years, (and possibly as 

long as 15). The person to whom I refer is the handsome bearded character on the far right of 

the assembly: whilst I don’t seek attention, I advise this on the grounds of posterity. The officer 

is PC (now retired of course) 285 Roger Chamberlain, ex-Burpham Traffic, now enjoying the 

heaven of Devon.  
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Mike Blencowe, Fred Creagh, John Gladwell, Dave Morris, Paul O’Sullivan, Tony 

Richardson, John Hoey, Nick Hewitt, Geoff Pickett, Paul Holt, Jerry Lewer, Ron Stone, 

Brian Potter, Ray Orgill, Terry Bawden, Les Bell, Roger Chamberlain. At the front are 

Harry Porter, conductor, and our accompanist at the time. There were many choir 

members over the years who managed to evade publicity  photographs, one of whom 

was PC 408 Pete Morley.  

 

 

 
Roger Chamberlain Yes , that was me in 1981 at Chelmsford on my initial advanced driving 

course, I’m still in contact (albeit sporadically) with the Beds officer on the left, the Essex 
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man next to him is sadly no longer with us, the instructor is far right.  What a hoot that course 

was, great fun. 

 

 
Roger Chamberlain Senator E281FPG 

Last Month’s bowls photo 

Geoff Todd: PC Collett from Bagshot is in bowls team on the left. Last month shown as 

unknown. 

 

John Collet, Cliff Woodman.    John Gladwell   Robin O'Neil Les Curtis. Bowls Allan 

Fletcher Eric Shields John Dobson white jumper 
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History of Surrey Constabulary (1851–1881) 

Formation and Early Years (1851–1860) 

AI Chat GPT February 2025 

Surrey Constabulary was established on 1 January 1851 following the County Police Act of 

1840, which allowed counties in England to form professional police forces. Prior to this, 

policing in Surrey was carried out by parish constables and local watchmen, who were often 

poorly trained and ineffective in handling rising crime rates. 

The first Chief Constable was Captain Hastings (Augustus) Crofton, a former army officer, 

who set about recruiting and organizing the new force. The initial strength of the force was 70 

officers, tasked with covering a predominantly rural county with scattered towns and villages. 

The early years were challenging, with officers often patrolling on foot over long distances and 

facing public suspicion of a professional police force. 

The headquarters was initially based in Guildford, and officers were distributed across key 

towns such as Kingston, (Metropolitan Police District) Reigate, Dorking, and Farnham. 

Uniforms were introduced, consisting of dark blue coats and tall hats, similar to the 

Metropolitan Police. The force quickly developed a structured approach to policing, 

implementing beat patrols and reporting procedures. 

Development and Challenges (1860–1870) 

By the 1860s, the force had expanded in response to the county’s growing population and 

industrialization. The railway network was developing rapidly, bringing both economic growth 

and new policing challenges, such as theft, vagrancy, and public disorder. Officers were 

stationed at railway stations to monitor travellers and prevent crime. 

In 1862, Surrey Constabulary was reorganized under the County Police Act of 1862, which 

provided additional funding and allowed for an increase in manpower. The number of officers 

grew to over 100, and new police stations were built in towns like Redhill, Leatherhead, and 

Epsom. (Metropolitan Police District)  

During this period, the force faced challenges in enforcing Victorian moral standards, such as 

regulating public drunkenness, prostitution, and gambling. Officers also played a role in 

monitoring Chartist movements and other working-class protests, though Surrey was not as 

heavily affected by political unrest as some industrial areas. 

Expansion and Professionalization (1870–1881) 
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By the 1870s, Surrey Constabulary had become a well-established force, with structured 

training programs and better equipment. The police were now using telegraph 

communication to coordinate between stations, improving response times. 

Crime rates in Surrey during this period remained relatively low compared to urban areas like 

London, but there were still cases of highway robbery, burglary, and rural crime, 

particularly in more isolated areas. The force also had to deal with organised poaching gangs, 

who sometimes violently resisted arrest. 

The 1871 Local Government Board Act increased the administrative responsibilities of the 

police, particularly in enforcing sanitation laws and public health regulations. Officers were 

required to inspect lodging houses and report on living conditions, demonstrating the 

expanding role of the police in Victorian society. 

By 1881, the Surrey Constabulary had grown to around 150 officers, with improved training, 

discipline, and public trust. The force was now seen as an essential part of local governance, 

contributing to law and order in a rapidly modernizing county. 

Conclusion 

Between 1851 and 1881, Surrey Constabulary evolved from a small and relatively 

inexperienced force into a professional police organization. The early years were marked by 

public scepticism, logistical difficulties, and the challenges of rural policing. However, through 

steady expansion, improved training, and better resources, the force became an effective 

institution, playing a crucial role in maintaining law and order in Victorian Surrey. 

 

From Mel Lewis 4 February 2025 Chat CBT  

 

In 1880, the landscape of policing in Surrey was undergoing significant transformation, 

reflecting broader national trends in law enforcement. The establishment of the Surrey 

Constabulary in 1851 marked a pivotal shift from traditional, community-based methods of 

maintaining order to a more structured and professional police force. This evolution was 

influenced by legislative changes, societal needs, and the challenges of policing both urban and 

rural areas. 

 

Formation and Early Years of the Surrey Constabulary 

 

The inception of the Surrey Constabulary was part of a nationwide movement towards 

organized policing. The 1829 Metropolitan Police Act had established the Metropolitan Police 

Force in London, setting a precedent for other regions. Subsequent legislation, such as the 1835 

Municipal Corporations Act and the 1839 County Police Act, empowered towns and counties 

to form their own police forces. By 1856, the County and Borough Police Act made it 

compulsory for all areas in England and Wales to establish full-time, paid police forces.  
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In response to these developments, the Surrey Constabulary was formed in 1851. Initially, the 

force faced challenges typical of the era, including limited resources, vast areas to patrol, and 

the need to gain public trust. The early constables were tasked with duties ranging from crime 

prevention to maintaining public order, often working long hours under demanding conditions. 

 

Policing Challenges in 1880 

 

By 1880, the Surrey Constabulary had been in operation for nearly three decades. The county's 

diverse landscape, encompassing both rural villages and burgeoning towns, presented unique 

challenges. Rural areas required constables to cover extensive territories, often on foot or 

horseback, making communication and rapid response difficult. In contrast, urban centres faced 

issues related to industrialization, such as increased population density, poverty, and crime. 

The constabulary's responsibilities were multifaceted. They dealt with common crimes of the 

period, including theft, public drunkenness, and assaults. Additionally, they were responsible 

for managing public events, monitoring markets and fairs, and enforcing local bylaws. The 

force also played a role in public health, enforcing quarantine measures during outbreaks and 

ensuring sanitary conditions in public spaces. 

 

Structure and Organization 

 

The structure of the Surrey Constabulary in 1880 reflected the hierarchical organization typical 

of Victorian police forces. At the helm was the Chief Constable, overseeing a team of 

superintendents, inspectors, sergeants, and constables. Recruitment standards emphasized 

physical fitness, literacy, and moral character. Training was rudimentary by modern standards, 

focusing on discipline, the law, and police procedures. 

 

Constables were assigned to specific beats, which they patrolled regularly. This system aimed 

to provide a visible police presence, deter crime, and allow officers to become familiar with 

the communities they served. However, the effectiveness of this approach varied, especially in 

sparsely populated rural areas where a single constable might be responsible for multiple 

villages. 

 

Community Relations and Public Perception 

 

Public perception of the police in 1880 was mixed. While the establishment of the constabulary 

aimed to create a sense of security, some segments of the population viewed the police with 

suspicion. Concerns about state control and the potential for abuse of power were prevalent, 

particularly among the working class. Incidents of police misconduct or heavy-handedness  

could exacerbate tensions. 

 

To foster better community relations, the Surrey Constabulary emphasized the importance of 

constables integrating into the communities they served. Officers were encouraged to engage 
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with citizens, understand local issues, and act with fairness and impartiality. Over time, such 

efforts contributed to increased public trust and cooperation. 

 

Notable Incidents and Developments 

 

The late 19th century saw several notable incidents that tested the capabilities of the Surrey 

Constabulary. For instance, the force dealt with cases of highway robbery, a crime that, while 

declining, still posed a threat in rural areas. The constabulary also faced challenges related to 

labour unrest, as industrialization led to disputes between workers and employers. 

Technological advancements began to influence policing methods. The introduction of the 

telegraph improved communication, allowing for quicker dissemination of information about 

crimes and suspects. Transportation developments, such as the expansion of the railway 

network, enabled faster movement of officers and resources across the county. 

 

Training and Professional Development 

 

Training for police officers in 1880 was evolving. While early recruits received minimal 

instruction, by this period, there was a growing recognition of the need for comprehensive 

training programs. Officers were educated in various aspects of law, evidence collection, and 

court procedures. Emphasis was placed on discipline, with strict codes of conduct governing 

behaviour both on and off duty. 

 

Professional development opportunities were limited, but ambitious officers could rise through 

the ranks by demonstrating competence and dedication. Promotions were often based on merit, 

length of service, and the recommendation of superior officers. 

 

Uniform and Equipment 

 

The uniform of the Surrey Constabulary in 1880 was designed to convey authority and 

professionalism. Officers typically wore dark blue or black woollen tunics, trousers, and the 

distinctive custodian helmet. The uniform was adorned with brass buttons and insignia 

indicating rank. 

 

Equipment was basic. Constables carried wooden truncheons for self-defense, a whistle for 

summoning assistance, and handcuffs for restraining suspects. Firearms were not standard 

issue and were typically reserved for specific situations, reflecting the principle of minimal 

force. 

 

Legacy and Impact 

The developments in policing during 1880 had a lasting impact on law enforcement in Surrey. 

The foundations laid during this period contributed to the modernization of the force in 

subsequent decades. The emphasis on professionalism, community engagement, and 

adaptability to changing societal needs became enduring principles of the Surrey Constabulary. 
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Dorking Museum on display- undated 

 

 

Godalming Association – Felons Society 
Part 4 of 4 

 

 
The original register is retained in the Surrey History Centre Archives at Woking 
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Surrey Constabulary History photo reference 3709 (SCH3709) 

 

 

Transcription undertaken by Robert Bartlett, Jennifer Tuffs, Jean Pelham, Henry 

Pelham, with help from Robert Simonson,  Surrey History Centre November 2024 

 

(SCH 3807) At an Annual Meeting of the Hundred of Godalming Association at the Angel 

Inn in Godalming held on 21 April 1837.                                           

 

Present of the committee Mr Richard Stedman in the chair and eighteen names listed. 

 

Resolved. That a bill of the clerks amounting to £14 -1s -10d for miscellaneous charges and 

disbursements be paid. 

 

Resolved that the following bills amounting to £18-3s-0d be also allowed and paid. Mr 

Steadman for printing and advertising £6-5s-6d, Sergeant Steed (Police Officer)   £5-5s-6d, 

(Note – was he from the Metropolitan Police?) John White £1, Thomas Skinner £1-8s, John 

Hankin Esq., £3-14s. 

 

Resolved. That the following rewards also be allowed and paid. To Mr John Fagcant on the 

conviction of Joshua Turner for stealing turnips belonging to Mr Arthur Winkworth. One 

Pound. To Charles Spratt on the conviction of John Edwards for stealing turnips belonging to 

Mr Henry Moline, One Pound. There being a balance of £39-7s-9d in the treasurer’s hands 

after payment of the above expenses  

 

Resolved. That for providing a fund for the ensuing year a subscription of five shillings be 

contributed by every present member and an additional sum of ten shillings for every new 

admitted member. 

 

Resolved – That Messrs. Wood and Son be Clerks and (SCH3808) Treasurers for the ensuing 

year. And this meeting be adjourned until Wednesday the 24th May next at 4 o clock in the 

afternoon. Signed.  Richard Stedman – Chairman 

 

(SCH 3808) At an Adjourned Annual Meeting of the Committee of the Hundred of Godalming 

held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Wednesday 24 May 1837. Present of the committee Mr 

Lucas in the chair and thirteen names listed. 

 

It was Resolved that Mr George Chandler of Witley Mr Francis B S Wilder esquire of 

Godalming and Mr George Best esquire of Compton be admitted members of this society.  

 

Resolved that a bill of Mr Thomas Skinner for the dinner on 24th Ultimo amounting to £22- 

16s -2d be allowed and paid. The Treasurers produced an account of their receipts and 
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payments to the present time which was found correct and there remained in their hands a 

balance of £71- 12s- 9½d. 

 

It was Resolved that a bill from Mr Henry Marchant of 18s. and a bill of Mr Winkworth 

amounting to £1-3s-6d and another bill of Mr Winkworth amounting to £2-15s-4d and a bill 

from Mr George Smeed amounting to £1 be allowed and paid. 

 

Resolved that reward of £1 be paid to James Mullard on the conviction of George Chalcroft for 

stealing turnip greens belonging to Mr Arthur Winkworth.  Signed -  James Lucas - Chairman. 

 

(SCH 3809) That a meeting of the Committee of the Hundred of Godalming Association 

specially convened at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Wednesday 21 June 1837 to consider 

the propriety of a prosecution against George Chalcroft for stealing carrots the property of Mr 

Young a member. 

 

Present Mr Stedman in the chair and ten names listed. Edward Mandeville (in Mr Young’s 

absence) attended the meeting and stated the nature of the evidence against the prisoner.  And 

it was resolved that a prosecution be instituted against the prisoner at the ensuing session at 

Guildford and that counsel be employed. Signed -  James Lucas - Chairman. 

 

That a meeting of the Committee of the Hundred of Godalming Association specially convened 

at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Wednesday 27 December 1837 to consider the propriety of 

a prosecution (under the 10th rule of the articles) against two offenders Henry Wilson and 

William Ellis who stand committed to trial at the ensuing Quarter Sessions of the Peace for the 

County of Surrey for feloniously breaking open and entering the dwelling house of a poor man 

of the name of William Mercer of Chiddingfold (not a member of the society) and stealing 

thereout diverse articles of meaning and apparel and other effects the property of the said 

William Mercer. 

 

Present Mr Stedman in the chair and 14 names listed.  Resolved unanimously that a prosecution 

be carried on at the instance of the Association against the above offenders and every necessary 

means be used by the Clerk to ensure their conviction.   Signed Richard Stedman – Chairman. 

 

(SCH 3810) That a meeting of the Committee of the Hundred of Godalming Association 

specially convened at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Wednesday 14 March 1838 to consider 

the propriety of a prosecution against John Edwards for stealing potatoes the property of Mr 

Henry Moline – a member. Present Mr Stedman in the chair and 10 names listed.   It was 

resolved that a prosecution be carried on against the above-named offender at the ensuing 

Sessions at Newington, and that counsel be employed. Signed Richard Stedman – Chairman. 

 

At an Annual Meeting of the Hundred of Godalming Association at the Angel Inn in 

Godalming held on Friday 20 April 1838. Present of the committee Mr Richard Stedman in the 

chair and fifteen names listed 
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It was resolved that the following bills of the clerks be allowed and paid. 

 

For the prosecution of George Chalcroft at the Sessions in June 1837 for stealing Carrots the 

property of Messrs. Young and Penny. £6 -12s -5d. 

 

For the prosecution of Thomas Cox at the same Sessions for stealing a cart rope the property 

of William Kettle. £5 -14s -3d. 

 

For the prosecution of Henry Wilson and Thomas Ellis at the sessions in January 1838 for 

breaking into and robbing the dwelling house of William Mercer of Chiddingfold (who is not 

a member of this Society) £13-15s- 8d. 

 

(SCH 3811) For the prosecution of John Edwards at the sessions in March 1838 for stealing 

potatoes the property of Mr Henry Moline. £9- 17s- 11p. And a bill for miscellaneous charges 

and disbursements during the past year £12-13s-5d. 

 

Resolved that the following Bills amounting to £9-6s-6d be also allowed and paid. Mr Stedman 

for printing and advertising £8-10s. Mr George Smeed a bill 16s-6d. 

 

With reference to the prosecution of Henry Wilson and William Ellis the clerk reported that 

they had paid the prosecution and his witnesses the sum of five guineas and a bill of expenses 

being now produced by the Prosecutor amounting to considerably more than the above 

payment, the same was examined by the committee and the sum of seven shillings only allowed 

beyond the sum of five guineas. 

 

Resolved that Mr James Green of Farncombe, Mr Richard Hodder jun. of Puttenham, Mr 

William Davey of Godalming, and Mr Robert Roker of Milford be admitted members of this 

society. And Mr Hawkins of Thursley be also admitted in the place of Mr Hawkins deceased, 

and that Henry Marchant of Godalming, in the room, of Mr Henry Marchant deceased. 

 

Resolved that Mr Best of Compton, Mr Hawkins of Thursley and Mr John Woods of 

Hambledon be added to the committee.  

 

Resolved that providing a fund for the ensuing year a subscription of eight shillings be 

contributed by every present member and an additional sum of ten shillings by every new 

admitted member 

 

Resolved that Messrs. Wood and Son be continued Clerks and Treasurers for the ensuing year. 

And that this meeting be adjourned to Wednesday the 16th of May next at four o clock in the 

Afternoon.      Signed Richard Stedman -   Chairman. 

  

That a meeting of the Committee of the Hundred of Godalming Association specially convened 

at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Wednesday 9 May 1838 for the purpose of considering the 
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propriety of a prosecution against John Jones for stealing  a duck the property of Mr John Roker 

– a Member. Present Mr Stedman in the chair and 11 names listed.  

 

Mr Roker the prosecutor attended this meeting and stated the circumstances of the case and the 

clerk, read the deposition taken before the Committing Magistrate, and it was resolved that a 

Prosecution be instituted against the Prisoner  at the ensuing Sessions at Newington  and that 

the Clerks exercise their own discretion as to employing Counsel. Signed Richard Stedman  

Chairman. 

 

(SCH3812) At an adjourned Annual Meeting of the Hundred of Godalming Association at the 

Angel Inn in Godalming on Wednesday 16 May 1838. Present Mr James Lucas in the chair 

and 12 names listed.    

 

The Treasurers produced an account of their receipts and payments up to this day which was 

examined and allowed and there remained in their hands a balance of  £60 -13s-6½d. 

 

Resolved that Mr Antony M Ortelli (?) of Godalming be admitted as a member of this Society. 

 

Resolved that a bill from Mr Thomas Skinner for the dinner on the 20th ult. amounting to £23-

8s-2d be allowed and paid. 

 

Resolved that it appeared to the members of the committee that the sum of  3s-6d a head for 

the Dinners at the Annual meetings of the Association was too much, but that subject to be left 

for consideration till the next meeting of the Association. Signed James Lucas   -   Chairman.  

 

That a meeting of the Committee of the Hundred of Godalming Association specially convened 

at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Wednesday 17 June 1838 for the purpose of considering the 

propriety of a prosecution against Allen Elsley and William Burgess for stealing property 

belonging to Mr William May of Shoeland. Present Mr Stedman in the chair and 11 names 

listed.  

 

Mr May attended this meeting and stated that since the information given by him to the clerks 

on the 16th instant to call this meeting the prisoners who had been committed for trial by Mr 

Long had been set at liberty the only property stolen by them being Ferrets, an offence 

punishable only on a summary  conviction. 

 

At this meeting it was unanimously Resolved that members not attending the Annual Dinner 

of the society shall not be allowed to depute other persons to take their places at the Dinner 

Table, except only a son, bailiff or paid agent of any such absentee member. Signed Richard 

Stedman Chairman. 

 

(SCH3813) At a meeting of the Committee of the Hundred of Godalming Association specially 

convened at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Wednesday 9 January 1839 for the purpose of 
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considering the propriety of a prosecution against Robert Waterman for stealing Barley the 

property of Mr George Ellis (a member). Present Mr Stedman in the chair and 13 names listed.  

 

Mr Ellis attended this meeting, but it appeared that the Barley at the time of the felony being 

committed was not within the Hundred of Godalming. It was resolved that this society has no 

power to take any proceedings against the offender. Signed Richard Stedman   -   Chairman. 

 

At a meeting of the Committee of the Hundred of Godalming Association specially convened 

at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Saturday 2 February 1839. Present Mr Stedman in the chair 

and 7 names listed.  

 

At this meeting an application was made on behalf of Richard Giles a labourer in the 

employment of Mr Shotter (a member) for the assistance of this society towards the prosecution 

of William Elliot who has been committed for trial for stealing a Smock Frock and a shirt 

belonging to the said Richard Giles. And an application was also made on behalf of James Sloe 

a servant in the employment of Viscount Middleton for assistance for the prosecution of the 

same offender for stealing a Great Coat from the said James Sloe. And it was resolved that 

prosecutions be carried on by this society in both the above cases. And that Counsel be 

employed. Signed Richard Stedman   -   Chairman. 

` 

(SCH3814) At the annual meeting 19 April 1839 Mr. Stedman in the chair with 19 named 

members present. It was resolved that the following bills be allowed and paid. 

 

For the prosecution of John Jones at the Sessions in May1838 for stealing a duck from Mr. 

John Roker  who was sentenced to three months imprisonment and hard labour. £4-9-6. 

 

In the two prosecutions of William Elliott for stealing a great coat from Thomas Strudwick a 

servant of Lord Midleton and clothes from Richard Giles a labourer in the employment of Mr. 

Henry Holder. £15-9-10. The offender was sentenced to three months imprisonment and hard 

labour for each offence. 

 

Miscellaneous charges and disbursements £14-18-3. 

 

Resolved the following bills also be allowed and paid: 

 

Mr. Richard Stedman for printing £10-2-6 

 

Mr. Arthur Winkworth for expenses including the Association reward of £1 on the summary 

conviction of Henry Chalcraft for stealing turnips. 

 

And another bill of expenses including the Association reward of £1 on the summary 

conviction of Whitehorn for breaking his hedges. 
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Mr. Henry Roker  for expenses including the Association reward of £1 on the summary 

conviction of John Pearce  for poaching and trespassing on his grounds. 

 

Mr. Thomas Skinner a small bill 1/6. 

 

Mr. George J Hill a bill of expenses on the summary conviction of Henry Chalcraft for stealing 

potatoes. 16/ 

 

Mr. Richard Whitbourne the expenses including the Association reward of £1 on conviction of 

William Pearce  for stealing and damaging a fence £1-2-0. 

 

Mr. Henry Shotter two rewards of £1 each on the conviction of Henry and George Chalcraft. 

Expenses in the same case 12s 6d. 

 

Henry Moline the reward paid  to and conviction of Edwards for stealing potatoes. 12/6 

 

Mr. James Crew for expenses of watching his premises at night 12/. 

 

(SCH3815) Mr. George Holland for expenses of watching his premises at night 6s. Resolved 

that in the future such allowances to members for the expenses of watching their premises by 

night or by day be discontinued. 

 

Mr. Henry Coston expenses on summary conviction of George Webb, 6s. 

 

Resolved it is the opinion of this meeting that the expenses of the annual dinner are greater 

than appears to be reasonable and that 3/s for dinner and beer be the limit for next year and that 

the clerk do communicate with Mr. Skinner and request his answer at the adjourned meeting. 

 

Resolved to provide funds for the coming year a subscription of 8 shillings be subscribed every 

member with ten shillings for new members. 

 

Resolved that Mess., Woods and Son be continued as clerks and treasurer for the ensuing year. 

  

The meeting be adjourned to 15 May. Signed Richard Stedman Chairman. 

 

Adjourned meeting 15 May 1839 present of the committee Mr. Whitbourne in the chair with 

13 named members.  The treasurer produced his accounts and receipts which were allowed 

leaving in hand £58-1-11 ½ .  

 

Resolved Henry Tice of Puttenham be admitted on payment of the subscription and 

administration fee. Mr. Richard Gates was denied membership as under the 8th rule he lived 

outside the Hundred in Bramley. 
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Resolved that a Bill of Mr. Thomas Skinner for the dinner on 19th ult amounting to £23-11-8 

be paid. 

 

(SCH3816) Mr. Skinner attended the meeting and agreed to reduce the price of the annual 

dinner from 3/6 to 3/ per head. 

 

The clerks reported Mr. Thomas Durrant had neglected to pay his subscription after having had 

notice sent to him for the purpose  and his name was accordingly struck from the list of 

members. 

 

It was resolved that in future no brandy be allowed at the annual meeting during the dinner. 

Signed Richard Whitbourne chairman. 

 

Meeting especially convened 19 June 1839 with Mr. Stedman in the chair and ten members 

named as present. William Shotter stated  that Henry Chalcraft an old offender had been 

committed by the Rev Mr. Eliot for stealing some peas from a sheep trough in one of his fields 

for trial at the ensuing Sessions at Guildford and the clerk to read the evidence taken before the 

committing magistrate which appeared conclusive. 

 

Resolved that a prosecution be carried out by the society accordingly and left to the 

consideration of the clerk to employ counsel as they may consider advisable. Signed Richard 

Stedman Chairman. 

 

(SCH3817) Meeting of the Association specially convened 19 October 1839. Present in the 

chair Mr. Steadman with six named members. The committee were informed that offenders 

William Court (?), Henry  Haslett and George Denyer had been committed for trial on 21st inst., 

the two prisoners for stealing wheat latter for receiving the same  knowing it to have been the 

property of Wm James Mann a member and the examination taken before the committing 

magistrate were now read and it was resolved that a prosecution be carried out accordingly and 

that counsel be employed. Signed Richard Stedman chairman. 

 

At a meeting of the committee 24 December 1839 Mr. Stedman in the chair with nine members 

present when the clerk read the depositions taken before Richard Thresher esq., who had 

committed George Slingo (?) for trial at the ensuing sessions at Newington on a charge of 

stealing a large quantity of nursery plants the property of Mr. William Young a member and 

against two other persons not yet in custody on the same charge. Left to the discretion of the 

clerk to employ counsel or otherwise. Signed Richard Steadman Chairman. 

 

(SCH3818) Meeting 29 January 1840 Mr. Stedman in the chair with 9 members present. Mr. 

Percy attended and gave details of a robbery of fowls from his yard on the night 15inst., and 

the clerk related the general evidence against Frederick Box who has been committed for trial 

at the Newington Sessions on 3 February next. It was resolved that a prosecution be carried on 

accordingly and that it be left to the discretion of the clerks to employ counsel or otherwise as 

they may find expedient. Signed Richard Stedman Chairman 
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Meeting 26 February 1840 Mr Stedman in the chair with ten named members present. Mr. 

Holland stated the circumstances of a series of robberies committed by a maid servant Harriett 

Robinson who had been in the habit of stealing various articles from his dwelling house for 

several months past and taking them to the house of George Wye (?) and his wife who were 

living in the neighbourhood and all of which are committed for trial at Newington Sessions. 

The clerks read the depositions taken before the committing magistrate and it appeared to the 

committee that a sufficient case could be made out against William Wye without the evidence 

of Harriott (SCH3819) Robinson as an approver (Note: Informant) and in case no (?) could be 

obtained it was left to the clerk’s discretion to apply to the chairman to admit her evidence of 

the part of the Crown it was extremely desirable to convict William Wye who was a person of 

very bad character. It was resolved a prosecution. Be carried on accordingly and that counsel 

be employed. Signed R Stedman Chairman 

 

Annual Meeting 24 April 1840 Mr. Steadman in the chair with 17 named members present. 

It was resolved that the following bills of expenses during the last year be allowed and paid. 

 

For the prosecution against Henry Chalcraft who was tried and convicted at the Sessions in 

May 1839 for stealing peas from Mr. Henry Shotter. 7s 8d 

 

For the prosecution against Henry Court and others at the Sessions in October 1839 for stealing 

wheat from Mr. James Manning a member. 

 

(SCH3820)  A bill of Mr James Mann Junior relating to the same prosecution, £5-1-7 

 

For the prosecution against George Slingo who was tried and convicted at the Sessions in 

October 1839 for stealing a quantity of nursery plants from Mr. William Goring and sentenced 

to 12 months’ imprisonment with hard labour. £16-15-5 

 

Mr. William Goring’s account of expenses in the same matter. £6-3-6 

 

For the prosecution against Frederick (?) who was tried and convicted at the sessions in January 

last for stealing fowls belonging to Mr. John Perry a member, sentenced to 6 months 

imprisonment with hard labour. John Perry’s account of expenses in this same matter. £4-18-

2. 

 

John Earle and John Lindsay’s account expenses in the same matter £1-15-10. 

 

For a prosecution against George Wyer (?) and Elizabeth his wife for receiving a quantity of 

plate and other articles knowing them to have been stolen from Mr. William Holland a 

member. £18-7-6. 

 

Mr. Holland’s account of expenses in the same matter. £8-17-9. 
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Thomas Cooper’s account in the same matter. Miscellaneous charges of constables in the same 

matter £7-9-1. 

 

The clerk’s bill for miscellaneous charges and disbursements £9-15-4. 

 

Richard Stedman for printing £5-3-6 

Thomas Skinner £1-5-0 

Thomas Mansell 5/ 

Arthur Winkworth 8/6d 

 

Resolved that the following rewards be paid to the undermentioned for giving information 

leading to the conviction of certain offenders. James Newman £1, Henry Nash £1, Thomas 

Bennett £1. 

 

Resolved providing a fund for the ensuing year a subscription of 19 shillings be subscribed by 

every present member and 10 shillings (?) for every new member. 

 

Resolved Woods and Son be continued as clerks and treasurer for the ensuing year and that the 

meeting be adjourned to 20 May. 

 

Resolved that Mr. Gunning of Chiddingfold. Mr. Richard Stillwell of Godalming and Mr. John 

Welland of Witley, and Mr. Edward Mills of Hambledon and George (space) of Godalming 

admitted as members. Chairman 

 

(SCH3821) Annual Meeting 20 May 1840 Mr Stedman in the chair with ten members of the 

committee present. The treasurer produced accounts which were allowed to be paid with £48-

9- ½ balance in hand.  

 

That a bill from Mr. Thomas Skinner for the dinner on 21 ult., amounting to £24-10-0 be 

allowed and paid. 

 

The clerk in attendance Mr. Charles John Woods, reported that he applied to Mr. John Jones 

who was admitted at the last meeting for his subscription amounting to £1-12-6 and that Mr. 

Jones then told him he had reconsidered the matter and did not wish to belong to the Society 

the clerk reported that he had been admitted at his suggestion and that Mr. Jones had requested 

him to apply for his admission on two or three occasions and it was resolved that in case of any 

future application for admission by Mr. Jones such application shall not be entertained unless 

he pays the present year’s subscription. 

 

That the sum of £1 be paid to Bowler for a reward on conviction of  (Note: No name) stealing 

potatoes from Mr. Thomas Holland a member. 
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The clerks reported that in consequence of the extra number of members attending the last 

dinner and the reduction in the sum received from each member for grogs, tobacco etc., shall 

not exceed 2/ beyond the price for the dinner. 

 

At this meeting the clerk read the depositions against a person William Elliot who is committed 

for trial at the ensuing sessions for stealing potatoes from Mr. William Young a member and it 

was resolved that a prosecution be carried on against the prisoner and that the clerks do conduct 

the prosecution either with or without counsel at their discretion.  

 

(SCH3822) Resolved that the bill of Thomas Johnson of £1-7-0 be allowed and paid. 

 

It was resolved that in future any member making application to the society for the prosecution 

of an offender be required personally to attend at the meeting summoned to take  the 

prosecution into consideration and that in default the application shall not be entertained. 

Signed Richard Stedman. Chairman 

 

Meeting of the committee 30 December 1840 Mr. Stedman in the chair with nine members 

present. At this meeting information was given of a boy Joseph Smith having been committed 

by Mr. Stedman the mayor of Godalming for stealing a hammer belonging to Mr. Peacock a 

member and Mr. Peacock having written a letter stating that he was not desirous of putting the 

society to any expense or that counsel should be employed. It was resolved that the prosecution 

do take its normal course and that there be no interference by this society. Signed Richard 

Stedman Chairman. 

 

Meeting 5 February 1841 with Mr. Stedman in the chair with four named members. Mr. Othen 

attended the meeting and stated the circumstances of a robbery of some faggots from his rick 

hurdle at Ockford by a lad named Christmas about twelve years of age, but it (SCH3823) 

appearing from Mr. Othen’s statement that the proof of guilt of the boy was dependant on his 

own confession and that his father was much more blameable than himself and that in the event 

of conviction the punishment would probably be only slight it was in the opinion of the 

gentlemen attending this meeting in which Mr. Othen concurred, that it would not be advisable 

to instigate a prosecution. Signed by Thomas Othen and five other members. 

 

Annual meeting 16 April 1841 Mr. Neale in the chair with 16 members of the committee 

present. It was resolved that the following bills of expenses for the past year be allowed and 

paid: 

 

The clerk for a prosecution against William Elliott who was convicted of stealing potatoes from 

Mr. William Young a member and sentenced to seven years transportation. £10-12-4. 

 

Bills for miscellaneous charges and disbursements £8-7-4. 

 

Mr. Henry Moline a small bill for the summary conviction of Larby £0-12-9. 
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Mr. Richard Stedman for printing  £4-12-6.  

 

Mr. Richard Whitbourne relating to the attempted robbery of his malt house. £5-5-6. 

 

Mr. James Arnold a small bill relating to the summary conviction of James Edwards for stealing 

turnips. £0-7-6. 

 

Thomas Skinner a small bill £0-15-0. 

 

Three rewards of one pound to Cooper, John Edwards, John Bradley £3-0-0. 

 

That the sum of £8-9-6 be transferred to the dinner account to make up the arrears (?) reported 

to be due at the adjournment meeting 20 May 1840. 

 

Resolved that Messrs James Balchin and Frederick Madeley and Mrs Mary Mayne of 

Godalming.  (SCH3824) George G Mitchell of Hurtmore and Mr. Arthur Whitbourn of 

Labowin (?) be admitted as members. 

 

Resolved that in future the advertisement of rewards convictions be printed only once a year 

instead of twice as heretofore and that they be printed and distributed at Michaelmas. 

 

Resolved That for providing a fund for the following year a subscription of seven shillings and 

sixpence subscribed by every present member and an additional sum of ten shillings by every 

new member. 

 

That Mr. Charles John Woods be appointed clerk and treasurer for the ensuing year. 

 

That the meeting be adjourned to 19 May next. Signed T.B. Neale 

 

Meeting 19 May 1841 Mr. Steadman in the chair with seven named members of the committee. 

Treasurer produced account of receipts  and disbursements up to the present day which were 

allowed and there remained in his hands £59-11-10 1/2 . 

 

Resolved that a bill of Mr. Thomas Skinner for the annual dinner on the 16 ultimate, amounting 

to £20 be allowed and paid and it appearing to the meeting that the amount exceeds the limited 

allowance by the resolution of the Committee 20 May 1840 the clerk was requested to point 

out the same to Mr. Skinner and inform him that in future that resolution will be steadily 

adhered to. Signed Richard Stedman. 

 

(SCH3825) Meeting of the committee 5 Augst 1841 present Mr. Stedman in the chair with 12 

named members present. Mr. John Baxter attended and stated the circumstances of his house 

having been broken open and some bacon and cheese and a cloth stolen therefrom which could 

not easily be identified and the clerk read the depositions taken before Colonel Webb on the 

committal of Thomas Gravatt on the charge of burglary and robbery at the ensuing sessions at 
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Newington. Resolved that a prosecution be carried on accordingly and that counsel be 

employed. Signed Richard Stedman Chairman. 

 

Committee meeting 1 December 1841 Richard Stedman in the chair and seven named members 

present. Clerk reported a man name of  (Note” space) Veneor (?) had been committed  for trial 

on a charge of stealing lime from a field of Mr. John Mitchell a member, at Haslemere. The 

clerk reported that he had not seen the depositions, but he understood it was a clear case. It was 

resolved that a prosecution be carried on against the prisoner at the ensuing adjourned session 

at Newington and that the clerk use his own discretion in employing counsel or do to his own 

personal attendance. 

 

The clerk read an application from Mr. Baxter for the reward of ten pounds on conviction of 

Thomas Gravatt for breaking into and robbing the dwelling house of Mr. John Baxter of Hoo 

(?) Farm. The clerk was instructed to ascertain whether the applicant is entitled to the reward 

and if so, pay it to him. Signed Richard Stedman Chairman. 

 

(SCH3826) Annual Meeting 15 April 1842 present of the committee Mr. Whitbourn in the 

chair with 13 named members present. 

 

It was resolved that the following bills of expenses for the last quarter be allowed and paid. 

 

The clerk miscellaneous charges and disbursements £4-19-4. 

The clerk for prosecution against Gravall for breaking into and robbing the dwelling house of 

Mr. John Baxter a member £5-7-11. 

For the advertised reward claimed by Mr. J.B. Baxter for information leading to a conviction 

in the same matter. £10-0-0. 

The clerk for a prosecution against John Veneer for stealing lime from Mr. John Mitchell a 

member £4-2-9. 

To Benham and Turvill for expenses in the same matter £2-12-6. 

The clerk for a prosecution against Shrubb (?) and Moon for stealing fowls from Mr. Henry 

Tice member. £1-3-4. 

To Mr. Henry Tice prosecution for expenses in the same matter £1-6-6. 

For the expenses of summary conviction of Cobbett for stealing posts and nails from Mr. 

William Moon a member. £0-6-0. 

The advertised reward to W.H. Biddlecombe in same matter £1-0-0. 

For the expenses of a summary conviction of Abraham Smith for stealing turnips from Mr. 

Richard Whitbourn a member £0-6-0. 

Mr. Richard Stedman a bill for printing and advertising £2-12-6. 

A small account for Mr. Richard Whitbourn -relating to the robbery at the Malthouse of Mr. R 

Whitbourn gent. 

 

It was resolved that the sum of seven shillings be subscribed by every present member and the 

sum of seventeen shillings for new members. 
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Resolved that Henry Tice, Mr. James Hale and John Cumming esq., be added to the committee. 

 

Resolved that Mr. James Tickner of Godalming and Mr. John Eggar of Hambledon be admitted 

members. 

 

Resolved Mr. Charles John Wood be continued clerk and treasurer for the ensuing year. 

 

The meeting be adjourned to 18 May next. Signed Richard Whitbourn Chairman 

 

(SCH3827 is a copy of SCH3826) 

 

(SCH3828) Meeting of the committee 11 May 1842 in the chair Mr. Stedman with eight named 

members present. Mr. Skinner attended and detailed the circumstances of an extensive robbery 

committed by a girl Mary Stenning who had recently been in his service and who had been 

committed for trial at the adjourned sessions at Newington on Monday 23 instant. It was 

resolved that a prosecution should be instituted accordingly against the prisoner and that 

counsel be employed. Signed Richard Stedman. 

 

Adjourned annual meeting 18 1842 Mr. Whitbourn in the chair with six named members 

present. 

 

The treasurer produced his account of receipts and disbursements up to this day which were 

examined and allowed and there remained in his hands a balance £60-12-0 ½. 

 

Resolved that Mr. Frederick Yate of Godalming Mr James Stillwell of Chiddingfold and Allen 

Chandler esq., be admitted as members of the society. 

 

Mr. Thomas Skinner’s bill for the annual dinner on 15 May amounted to £20-10s and it 

appearing the bill exceeded the limited amount by the sum of £1 it was resolved that the 

resolution of 20 May 1840 be adhered too, and that Mr. Skinner be paid only £19-10s. 

 

Resolved that the bill of expenses relating to the summary conviction of four persons for 

breaking and damaging trees of Mr. Trower a member, amounting to £1-4-5 be allowed and 

paid and also the advertised reward of £1 to Thomas Stilwell for information in the same matter. 

Signed Richard Whitbourn Chairman.  

 

(SCH3829) Meeting of the committee specially convened 22 June 1842, Mr. Stedman in the 

chair with nine named members present. Mr. Madeley attended and gave circumstances of a 

robbery on his premises and a loss of two fowls. The clerk read the depositions against two 

persons George Steel and Heather Griffin who had been committed for trial on the charge at 

the ensuing quarter sessions at Guildford. Resolved a prosecution be carried on at the ensuing 

sessions accordingly but that no council be employed. Signed Richard Stedman Chairman. 
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Meeting of the committee 7 September1842 present in the chair Mr. Stedman and six named 

members. The clerk read the depositions against two women Elizabeth Westbrook and Ann 

Spratt committed for trial at the adjourned sessions at Newington on the 12th inst., on a charge 

of stealing wheat from a field belonging to William Moon a member. It was resolved that a 

prosecution be carried on against the offenders and counsel be employed. Signed Richard 

Stedman Chairman. 

 

(SCH3830) Meeting of the committee 30 November 1842 present Mr. Stedman in the chair 

with twelve members named. Mr. John Woods attended and stated the particulars of a sheep 

having been stolen from his flock for which offence James Gill and John Gill had been 

committed for trial at the adjourned sessions at Newington on 6 December, it was resolved that 

a prosecution be carried on against both prisoners as principals and that counsel be employed. 

 

The clerk read the depositions against James Nottidge committed for trial at the next assizes 

for burglary in the home of James Sadler gent., a member, and it was resolved that a prosecution 

be carried on against the prisoner and that counsel be employed. Signed Richard Stedman 

Chairman. 

 

(SCH3831) Meeting of the committee 14 March 1843 Mr. Stedman in the chair with eight 

named members present. The clerk read the depositions against William Johnson who was 

committed for trial at the adjourned sessions on the 20th instant for stealing tools belonging to 

Mr. William Smeed a member of the society. Resolved that a prosecution be carried on against 

the prisoner leaving it to the discretion of the clerk to employ counsel. Signed  Richard 

Stedman, Chairman 

 

Annual Meeting 21 April 1843 Mr. Whitbourn in the chair with 15 named members present.  

It was resolved that the following bills of expenses for the last quarter be paid. 

 

The clerk miscellaneous charges and disbursements £ 4-2-4. 

The clerk for a prosecution against Mary Stenning £7-2-1. 

The clerk for prosecution against George Sheed and Reuben Griffin £1-12-7. 

The clerk for prosecution against Elizabeth Westbrook £4-15-3. 

The clerk for a prosecution against Joseph Westbrook £3-5-6. 

Mr. Moon prosecution in same matter £3-4-9. 

The clerk for prosecution against James Gill and John Gill £7-12-1. 

Mr. Woods prosecutor in the same matter£2-0-0. 

The clerk for prosecution against James Nottidge £14-3-6. 

The clerk for prosecution against Robert Oliver £1-5-11. 

Richard Stedman prosecution in the same matter £0-5-0. 

John Edwards reward in the same matter £2-0-0. 

The clerk for prosecution against William Johnson £3-8-10. 

George Marshall esq., expenses for the summary conviction of Moon and Bey (?) £0-10-0. 

William Shrubb reward relating to conviction of Moon and Bex. £1-0-0. 
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William Flower expenses of the summary conviction of William Durrant and Richard Woodyer 

£0-15-0. 

(SCH3832)  

Do, Expenses relating to the summary conviction of Richard Tickner £0-10-6. 

Stilwell reward £1-0-0. 

Stedman and Sons for printing £5-7-0. 

Mr. W.H. Biddlecombe the advertised reward on conviction of James and John Gill £10-0-0. 

Mr. W.H. Biddlecombe the advertised reward on conviction William Johnson £2.0.0 

 

It was resolved that to provide funds for the ensuing year the sum of twelve shillings be 

subscribed by every present member with the sum of one pound two shillings for every new 

admitted member. 

 

It was resolved that the existing rules of the Society require revision and members Stedman, 

Foster, Elwin, Henry Roker, Peacock, Moon and Arnold or any three of them be a committee 

for the purpose and to report at the next adjourned meeting such alterations as they may deem 

necessary. 

 

Resolved that Mr. Thomas Strudwick (?) Thomas Chandler Mr. William (?) (?) John Richard 

Cook be admitted as members. 

 

Resolved  that Charles John Woods be appointed clerk and treasurer for the ensuing year. 

 

The meeting be adjourned to Wednesday 17 May at 4 o’clock in the afternoon. Signed Richard 

Whitbourn Chairman. 

 

Adjourned annual meeting 17 May 1843 present Mr. Whitbourn in the chair with 9 named 

members present. 

 

The treasurer produced his account of receipts and disbursements up to this day which were 

examined and accepted there remaining in his hands a balance of £52-15-3 ½ . 

 

The Committee appointed at the last meeting for the revision of the existing rules of the society 

laid before this meeting a draft of alterations and additions proposed by them which were 

severally considered and approved. 200 copies thereof ordered to be printed and the clerk was 

directed to furnish a copy to each member. Signed Richard Whitbourn Chairman. 

 

(SCH3833) Meeting of the committee 31 January 1844 present, Mr. Stedman in the chair 

with seven named members. Mr. Edward Cooch attended the meeting and stated the particulars 

of a robbery of a packet of nails from his warehouse and the clerk read over the deposition 

taken before the Mayoor of Godalming who had committed Richard Bex for trial on the charge 

at the sessions 5 February next. It was resolved that a prosecution be conducted against the 

prisoner at the expense of the society and that counsel be employed. Signed Richard Stedman 

Chairman. 
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Record book is full and so there is or was a second volume 

 

 
 

Final page of the record 
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