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Police Sergeant 411 Chris Griffiths Surrey Constabulary 

Camberley 
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Police Sergeant Chris Griffiths, Camberley 

 

My father was PS 411 Chris Griffiths who served in the Surrey Constabulary from 1968 until 

his death in 1989.  I am Ed Griffiths who also served in the Surrey Constabulary, later 

transferring to the Metropolitan Police. 
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Camberley -  Ed Griffiths, Rob Carnie, Bob Sanderson 

 

 
 

Camberley Police football team 2002 pre a charity game at Camberley Town FC. Ed 

Griffiths  front row with the ball 

 

 
Night shift 2002 in back yard at Camberley. Ed Griffiths third from right 

 

 

 

 

Superintendent John Gladwell died January 2025 
 
Retired Superintendent John Gladwell died on Thursday 9th January 2025 at the Royal Surrey 

County Hospital at the age of 88 years. 
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John joined the Surrey Constabulary in August 1953 as a Boy Clerk at Guildford Police Station 

becoming one of the first Surrey Police Cadets when issued with a uniform some months later. 

As a cadet he  worked in the Divisional Office in Woodbridge Road attending Mount Browne 

once a week for drill, inspection and training. 

  

 
2010 Old Comrades 

 

He was a detective chief inspector on the Eastern Division when in August 1975 he was playing 

bowls at Caterham when an IRA bomb exploded next door at the Caterham Arms PH. He 

worked on the enquiry until finally the offenders were convicted. 

  

He was promoted to Superintendent at Dorking retiring about 1986. He played bowls for Surrey 

Police throughout his service and was a member of the Surrey Police Male Voice Choir. 

  

John was a widower, having lost his wife in January of 2024. He leaves a son, Andy and a 

daughter Julie who worked in the kennels at the Dog School at Mount Browne for many years. 
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1974 
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Cliff Woodman.    John Gladwell   Robin O'Neil. Les Curtis. Right maybe David Bryant 

1974 

 

 

 
1974 
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1974 Off Beat 

 

 
Maskell Shield team in 1974 (in the days when we had Police Sports).  John Gladwell,  

Ann Callow, Sid Harmon, Don Cooper, John Wright 
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Ken Langridge, Brian Cutler, John Gladwell, Cliff Woodman 
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1976 Off Beat John Gladwell with John Over later chief constable Gwent Police 

 

 

 
1978 Off Beat: ? (apologies no longer remember)  Robin O’Neil, John Dobson, Alan 

Fletcher, Cliff Woodman, John Gladwell, Les Curtis, Eric Shields 



 11 

 
1978 Off Beat 

 

 
 Mike Blencowe, Fred Creagh, John Gladwell, Dave Morris, Paul O’Sullivan, Tony 

Richardson, John Hoey, Nick Hewitt, Geoff Pickett, Paul Holt, Jerry Lewer, Ron Stone, 

Brian Potter, Ray Orgill, Terry Bawden, Les Bell. At the front are Harry Porter, 

conductor, and our accompanist at the time. There were many choir members over the 

years who managed to evade publicity  photographs, one of whom was PC 408 Pete 

Morley.  
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1987 

 

 

 
June 2011 Retired Comrades Dave Morley, Graham Marshall, John Gladwell, Ray 

Goodey, John Wright, rear Tom Farndale, Frank Chilmaid 

 

 

Artificial Intelligence 
 

Robert Bartlett  

 

There is now a general awareness of artificial intelligence but little understanding of what this 

powerful new electronic tool can actually do! In a long article in a recent edition of The Times 
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the Chief Constable of Bedfordshire wrote compellingly on the benefits and savings of the new 

technology. So, I tried a very basic free AI and asked for a picture of a member of the Surrey 

Constabulary in 1851 in uniform. And in about a second the below appeared! Mixture of US 

police, police boxes long after the period, shiny helmets. So, I tried again and the second picture 

was formulated in about second but is hopelessly wrong. I played around with the specification, 

but it just got worse. AI may be good for present day police work but is not there for the 1850s! 

 

 
AI generated in seconds 

 

This is a further try. How smart the officer is but ha little relationship with actuality. 
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Would not have had silver trimming on helmet nor what looks like a US badge on belt. 

Only allowed about three tries a day so will go again this evening! 

 

Special Constabulary Reigate Borough Police  

Colonel E S W Waley 
Tony Collman 

 
https://www.easyliveauction.com/catalogue/lot/7eb1f6c53daa33b8ad59be381f23de67/0af8d2

4542e81eb9357e7ef448a6646f/january-two-day-antiques-and-collectors-auction-lot-491/ 
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A group of 11 Colonel E S W Waley / late Captain 16th Battalion London Regiment, Queens 

Westminster Rifles.  

 

The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire O.B.E. Silver Hallmarked.  

1914 Star with copy bar. Correctly impressed Lieut E.G. S. Waley. 16/ Lond: R. 

British War Medal, correctly impressed Capt: E. G. S. Waley  

Victory Medal with MID emblem, correctly impressed Capt: E. G. S. Waley 

1939 to 45 Star, Africa Star, Defence Medal, War Medal 

G.V.R .Officer Territorial Decoration, dated 1943 

G.V.R. Special Constabulary Medal. Correctly impressed Eric. G.S. Waley 

Egyptian Order of the Nile 4th Class 

 

The group likely is regimentally unique or at least to someone who served in the 16th Bn.  

 

Eric George Simon Waley was born on the 29th of August 1891 in Paddington London, the 

son of Alfred and Laura. The family were Jewish and were active members of the local 

Synagogue.  Eric was educated at Eton School and as a young man entered the Stock Exchange, 

as had his father and brothers. 

 

He was commissioned into the 16th battalion London Regiment - (County of London) Battalion 

(Queen’s Westminster Rifles) on the 19th of May 1911, serving as a territorial. When the Great 

War broke out, he volunteered for overseas service and went to France on the 1st of November 

1914 with 1/16th Bn serving in C Coy. Later in the war with 2nd/16th , Waley served in 

Palestine and Egypt, being Mentioned in Despatches (5th June 1919) and awarded the Egyptian 

Order of the Nile 4th Class (13th January 1920) 

 

Waley was awarded the O.B.E. in 1920 for his service during the War. 
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In between the Wars he remained a territorial with the Kings Royal Rifle Corps and served in 

the Special Constabulary in Reigate, eventually rising to Divisional Commandant. 

When World War Two broke out he was commissioned as Major in the Royal Artillery and for 

a time commanded the 43rd Bn of the 148th Light Anti-Aircraft battery, Royal Artillery. He 

saw service in the Middle East and became dangerously ill on the 4th of April 1942. Upon 

recovery he was posted to Eritrea, becoming part of the British Miliary Administration once 

the Italians were defeated. By the wars end he was promoted to Colonel. 

 

In civilian life once again, he returned to work and was very active in the community, working 

with the cadets, and being a major figure in the Royal British Legion. He supported hospitals 

and particular the welfare of nurses for whom he undertook many fundraising 

 
 

Ten Code 
In last month’s issue there was a short piece on the introduction of the ten Code. Rose 

Murray responded. 

 

Just one small point for accuracy - the code 10/6 was “change channels”.  I remember when 

Bill and I were first married and living at The Firs, Mount Browne that he spent hours devising 

the 10 Code. (Bill Murray in his day an institution in the Control Room.) 

 

 
10/1 log on  

10/2 make a land line call to  

10/3 go to a destination  
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10/4 temporarily offline 

10/5 arrived and dealing 

10/6 change channels 

10/7 was a non-injury RTA 

10/8 an injury accident1 

10/9 a burglar alarm 

10/10 log off 

 

 

Godalming Association – Felons Society 
Part 3 of 4 

 

 
The original register is retained in the Surrey History Centre Archives at Woking 

 

Surrey Constabulary History photo reference 3709 (SCH3709) 

 

 

Transcription undertaken by Robert Bartlett, Jennifer Tuffs, Jean Pelham, Henry 

Pelham, with help from Robert Simonson,  Surrey History Centre November 2024 

 
 

 

Annual Meeting 21 April 1826 Mr. Walter Chatfield in the chair and ten named members 

present. 

 

Resolved that a balance of £7-12-8 arising from the expenses incurred  in the prosecution of 

William Goddard at the Christmas Kingston Assizes be paid. A Bill for expenses incurred by 

W. Bridger of Milford in the endeavours to discover the offenders who broke open his stable 
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at Milford on Tuesday night last amounting to £1-14-0 and a further account of £1-15-0 for 

miscellaneous expenses incurred by the clerk during the last year. 

 

Resolved that there being a balance of £86-16-11 in the funds present members 2/ subscription 

and 10/ new members. 

 

(SCH3775) It having come to the notice of the committee that member Thomas Smyth has 

been robbed of a horse by a notorious character of the name of Bartlett who was in 

consequences taken into custody  and that Mr. Smyth has refused to institute a prosecution by 

which the ends of justice on this occasion are for the present completely defeated. 

 

Resolved. That an application be made by the clerk to Mr. Smyth requiring him to act up to the 

rules of the Society by forthwith prosecuting the offender or that he give a satisfactory 

explanation to the committee a to be assembled at the adjourned meeting of this Society for 

refusing to do his duty as one of its members, And the committee are of opinion and do resolve 

that if the explanation required of Mr. Smyth  should not be satisfactory the necessary steps be 

taken to secure the offender that he may be brought to justice. 

 

Resolved.  Mr. W Woods continue in the office of Treasurer and Clerk to the Society and the 

meeting adjourned to 10 May. 

 

Adjourned meeting 10 May 1826 with Mr. John Gardner in the chair with five named members 

present. The clerk reported that in pursuance  of the resolution at the last annual meeting on the 

subject of the felony committed on Mr. Smyth’s property he transmitted a copy of those 

resolutions to Mr. Smyth to which he has returned the answers now submitted to this meeting. 

 

Resolved. That as Mr. Smyth  has in his answer disavowed himself a member of the Society 

and it appearing that his last years subscription was not personally paid by him but under an 

assured authority by the clerk that the name of Mr. Smyth be erased from the books of the 

Society and his subscription allowed to the clerk out of Association funds. 

 

Resolved that the following gentlemen be admitted as members of the Association: 

 

William Summers of Puttenham 

William May of Puttenham 

William Peake of Chiddingfold 

 

(SCH3776)  Treasurer’s accounts examined and agreed balance in hand £103-4-11 

 

Bill of £5-2-3 presented by Mr. Hull a member for expenses incurred in the endeavour to 

apprehend the persons who broke open his stable on the night 6 May and stole a mare, his 

property. Claim paid/ John Gardner Chairman 
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Committee meeting 5 July 1826 to consider the prosecution against James Breach who stands 

committed for robbing Mr. George Marshall a member, of some netting. Richard Haydon in 

the chair with six named members present. Resolved a prosecution be carried on against the 

above offender but no counsel employed. R Haydon Chairman 

 

(SCH3777) Committee meeting 30 March 1827 to consider a prosecution against William 

Pope who stands committed for a felony for robbing Mr. Thomas Woods a member of a 

quantity of sacking. Mr. James Neal in the chair with six named members present. 

 

The information of Mr. Thomas Wood and his servant  Abraham Hardy as detailed before the 

reverend Lawrence William Elliot Clerk having been read to the committee and the 

examination of the said William (sic) Hardy having now been personally taken by the Clerk 

upon which there appears to be sufficient evidence to warrant a pf convicting the offender. 

 

Resolved that a prosecution be instituted against the said William Pope and the clerk be 

employed to conduct the same and that he take the necessary steps to secure (if practicable) a 

conviction. James Neale Chairman. 

 

Annual General Meeting  of the hundred of Godalming Association held at the Angel Inn 

Friday 20 April 1827. Mr. Richard Haydon in the chair with nine named members present. 

 

That Bill presented by the clerk to the committee for the prosecution of James Breach at the 

last midsummer Session at Guildford for stealing a quantity of netting of Mr. George Marshall 

together with miscellaneous charges of the clerk  for advertising and printing during the last 

year amounting to £14-7-8 be allowed and paid.  

 

Resolved that another Bill presented by. The clerk for conducting a prosecution at the last Lent 

Assizes at Kingston against a Miller of the name of William Pope for a felony in robbing Mr. 

Thomas Woods a member, of a considerable quantity of sacking and amounting on balance to 

£18-1-2 and a further account of the Constable’s  in the same prosecution amounting to £3-15-

3 be also allowed and paid. 

 

(SCH3778) Appearing to be a balance of £63-8-7 in the Treasurer’s hands after paying all 

accounts. To ensure funds for the coming year members to contribute four shillings each with 

new members ten shillings in addition to the subscription of the present members, 

 

Resolved.  Mr. W Woods continue in the office of Treasurer and Clerk to the Society for the 

ensuing year. 

 

Resolved that the following gentlemen be added to the committee. Charles Whitbourne, John 

Peacock Junior, Charles Alexander Parson, Richard Hedman, John Neale, James Arnold all of 

Godalming. Richard Whitburn, Sabourn (?), Edward Mansell, Chiddingfold. 

 

Meeting adjourned to 23 May  R Haydon Chairman. 
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Minutes of a meeting of the committee 2 May 1827 to consider a prosecution against John 

Walters who stands committed at the ensuing Sessions for stealing some ducks the property of 

Thomas Mansell a member of the Association. 

 

Mr. Richard Hammond in the chair with eight named members present. 

 

Mr. Mansell attended the meeting detailed the circumstances relating to his loss and the 

discovery of the offender. It was resolved that a prosecution be carried on against John Walters 

at the ensuing sessions and counsel be employed on the occasion. Richard Hammond 

Chairman. 

 

(SCH3779) Adjourned Meeting 6 June 1827 Richard Haydon in the chair with six named 

members present. It was resolved that a small account of 12d  incurred by Mr. Thomas Thorey 

one of the witnesses in the prosecution against James Breach at the midsummer sessions in 

1826 and now presented be allowed and paid. 

 

The treasurer’s accounts for the past year were found to be correct and allowed, the balance in 

hand £92-6-7. 

 

Resolved that Mr. William Enticknap of Chiddingfold be admitted as a member. R Haydon 

Chairman. 

 

Committee meeting 18 June 1827 to consider a prosecution against William Keen who stands 

committed at the ensuing sessions for stealing one scythe the property of John Hawkins a 

member of the Association 

 

Present of the committee John Smallpeice  (sic) in the chair and six named members present.  

 

The depositions taken against the prisoner before the Reverend Lawrence William Eliot Clerk 

having been read to this meeting  and the case taken into full consideration it was resolved that 

a prosecution be carried on at the next Sessions and that counsel be employed.  John Smallpeice 

(sic) Chairman. 

 

(SCH3780) Minutes of a meeting13 October 1827 to consider a prosecution against Benjamin 

Holt who stands committed to the ensuing sessions for stealing one blanket the property of 

William Poulter a member. Mr Richard Haydon in the chair  with six named members present. 

 

The depositions taken against the prisoner before Lord Midleton having been read and the case 

taken into consideration. Resolved a prosecution be carried on at. The ensuing sessions against 

Benjamin Holt but no counsel be employed. R Haydon Chairman. 

 

Minutes of a meeting 1 December 1827 to consider a prosecution against William Wright who 

stands committed to the adjourned Sessions for stealing thirty-five shillings and sixpence from 
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the corn mill of Mr. Thomas Oliver a member. Richard Haydon in the chair with six named 

members. 

 

Upon reading the informations in this case as taken before the Reverend Lawrence William 

Eliot and going into a more minute examination of the witnesses,  it was resolved that a 

prosecution be carried forward by the clerk and that effective measures by the aid of counsel 

be taken to convict the prisoner. R Haydon Chairman.  

 

(SCH3781) Minutes of a meeting 9 January 1828 to consider a prosecution against 

Overington and another person who have been committed at the City of Chichester for stealing 

geese and against whom a charge is now made by Mr. Jafford (?) of Haslemere a member of 

the Association for a burglary committed on his premises the night of Sunday the ninth ult. Mr. 

Hammond in the chair with nine members listed as present. 

 

That as the evidence in this case does not appear sufficiently conclusive against the persons 

charged with the burglary no further steps to be taken and that the clerk do write to Chichester 

and endeavour to obtain further information and if necessary communicate the same to another 

meeting to be convened for the purpose. Richard Hammond Chairman. 

 

(?) Meeting (probably annual) 18 April 1828 Mr. Richard Haydon in the chair and 18 named 

members present when it was resolved that a reward of one guinea be allowed and paid to 

William Mackrell for the apprehension of William Wright who was convicted at the last 

Epiphany Sessions of robbing Mr. Thomas Oliver a member of the Association. 

 

Resolved that a small account of £1-11-0 incurred by Mr. Jafford a member for apprehending 

the persons who burgled his stables at Haslemere and stole several articles was presented by 

him accepted and paid. And that another account of £1-16-0 presented by the clerk for expenses 

incurred by him (SCH3782) in the endeavour to apprehend some persons who stole a horse 

from his stable be also allowed and paid by the treasurer. 

 

And that another account of ten shillings for expenses incurred by John Earle a member, in 

endeavouring to apprehend some persons who stole his fowls be allowed and paid to him. 

 

Resolved. That several bills now presented by the clerk, viz £20-1-10 for expenses incurred in 

the prosecution against John Walters £16-16-5 in the prosecution against William Keen £13-

3-5 in the prosecution against Benjamin Holt and £19-12-4 in the prosecution against William 

Wright (all of whom have been convicted for different offences since the last annual meeting) 

and a bill of £7-10-10 for miscellaneous expenses and advertising amounting altogether to £79-

4-10 be allowed and paid. 

 

There appearing to be a balance of £6.13.9 in the treasurer’s hands after everything is paid. 

Resolved an increased fund for the expenses of the ensuing year each of the present members 

shall contribute 10 shillings and every new member 10 shillings in addition to the subscription 

of the present members. 
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Resolved Mr. Woods be continued as clerk and treasurer for the ensuing year. Resolved that 

the meeting be adjourned to 28 of May next. 

 

(SCH3783) Minutes of a Meeting of the Godalming Association specially convened 14 

October 1828 to consider a prosecution against James Street who stands before the next 

Sessions for stealing a quantity of wheat the property of John Peacock a member of the 

Association. Richard Haydon in the chair with five named members in attendance. 

 

Mr. Peacock attended the meeting and detailed the circumstances of the robbery committed by 

farmer James Street in taking a quantity of wheat the property of the prosecutor from a granary 

in the parish of Godalming and for being committed for trial at the present Sessions. Resolved 

a prosecution be commenced against the offender and that Counsel be employed. R Haydon 

Chairman. 

 

Minutes of a Meeting 7 January 1829 to consider the prosecution against Thomas Curtis who 

stands committed to the ensuing Sessions for stealing  a loaf of bread the property of James the 

property of James Healhorn a member of the Association and also a prosecution against Bartlett 

for horse stealing. James Moon in the chair with  7 named members. 

 

Resolved that a prosecution be brought against Thomas Curtis at Newington Sessions at the 

least possible expense. An investigation having taken place  into the case of William Bartlett 

for robbing Mr Smith in 1826 the committee determined (SCH3784) that they do not feel 

themselves authorised by the rules of  (?) Society to take any proceedings against the offender. 

Signed Chairman. 

 

Minutes of a meeting 25 February 1829 to consider a prosecution against Richard Cooper 

who stands committed to the ensuing Sessions for stealing a quantity of flour the property of 

George Holland a member of the Association. Mr. Gardner in the chair and six named members 

present. Resolved that a prosecution be carried on against the prisoner at the ensuing Sessions 

at Newington and that such steps be taken in the endeavour to ensure  a conviction as may be 

considered best calculated to effect the object. Signed Chairman 

 

The Annual Meeting 24 April 1829 Mr. Stedman in the chair with 14 named members present. 

Resolved that several bills presented by the clerk, viz.,  a bill of £23-12-7-involved in the 

prosecution of an offender named Street at the last Kingston Assizes at the instance of Mr. 

Peacock, another bill incurred in the prosecution against Thomas Curtis for felony at the  last 

Newington Sessions at the insistence of James Healhorn, another bill of £15-13-8 in the 

prosecution of an offender Cooper for felony at the last sessions at Newington at the instance 

of Mr. George Holland be severally allowed and paid out of the funds of the Society, 

(SCH3785) as well as several charges of the clerk of the costs incurred in the case of an offender 

of the name of Bartlett for robbing Thomas Smyth a late member of the Association amounting 

to £1-18-11  and a further account of £5-19-10 for miscellaneous charges of printing and 

advertising in the course of the year, 



 23 

 

Mr. Roker a member, having been robbed of a fir tree taken from a plantation of his at 

Shackleford after it had been severed and the case having been investigated by Lord Midleton 

who has bound over Mr. Roker to prosecute at the ensuing Sessions at Reigate  

 

John Holt of Farncombe, not a member of the Association having lately been robbed of a 

donkey by William Holden who is committed to the coming Sessions at Petworth (?) for the 

offence and it appearing Holt is incapable of sustaining the entire expenditure of a prosecution. 

 

Resolved that the clerk be employed to render Holt assistance out of the Society’s funds as far 

as to engage counsel on his behalf but no further. 

 

There appearing to be a balance of £21-5-4 in the treasurer’s hands it was resolved that a 

subscription of eight shillings be paid by every member, with ten shillings to be paid by new 

members. 

 

Resolved Mr. Woods be continued as clerk and treasurer and the meeting adjourned to 22 of 

May, Signed Richard Hedman Chairman. 

 

At an adjourned meeting 20 May 1829 Mr. Keen in the chair with six named members present. 

The treasurer’s accounts were accepted and allowed. Balance in hand £80-16-5. 

 

Resolved that a small account of 12 shillings incurred by Mr. Hale a member in the 

apprehension of an offender Young was allowed and paid. Signed Keen Chairman. 

 

Minutes of a meeting 14 October 1829 to consider the prosecution against Richard Frogley 

and James Balchin who stand committed at the ensuing sessions for stealing a goose the 

property of John Roker a member of the Association. Present Mr. James Moon in the chair 

with six named members. 

 

Mr. James Roker attended the meeting and stated that (SCH3786) Sunday 4 October instant he 

was robbed of a goose taken from a flock of geese in a field near Shacklefield and that suspicion 

falling on the above two persons who were seen about the time by Mr. Roker’s servant to pass 

by the field in company with two women; pursuit was immediately made in the line they were 

going and they were discovered by Mr. Rocker and his son sitting under a hedge at Elstead 

Common and on searching  a bag on which one of them was sitting a goose was found newly 

killed and unpicked which Mr. Roker identified as his property. And he states further that 

Frogley without any threat or promise of favour confessed that he caught the goose, killed it 

and put it into his bag. Resolved that a prosecution be instituted against the offenders at the 

ensuing sessions at Kingston and that Counsel be employed. Signed James Moon Chairman. 

 

At an annual meeting 16 April 1830. Present of the Committee in the chair Mr. Stedman and 

11 members. Resolved that he several bills presented by the clerk and examined viz., £11-10-

0 for the prosecution of William Holden at the instance of John Holt for a felony of which he 
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was convicted at the last Petworth Sessions and transported for 7 years. Another bill of £11-4-

7 for prosecution against Abraham Gust at the instance of W Roker a member, at the last 

Reigate Sessions for stealing a fir tree and for which offence he was contrary to the opinion of 

the court acquitted. Another bill of £10-8-8 for a prosecution against Richard Frogley and 

James Balchin at the instance of James Roker at the last Kingston Sessions for stealing a goose 

and of which offence  they were convicted and sentenced to six weeks imprisonment. Also, 

another bill £8.16.6  for miscellaneous charges incurred in the last year and an account of 15 

shillings for the apprehension of Frogley and Balchin amounting altogether £42-14-9 be 

allowed and paid. 

 

Resolved as there appeared to be a balance in the funds £38-1-8 a subscription of five shillings 

by present members with ten shillings  for a new member. 

 

Resolved Mr. Woods be continued as clerk and treasurer and the meeting adjourned to 12 May 

next. Signed Richard Stedman Chairman. 

 

(SCH3787) Adjourned Mr. Stedman in the chair with 6 named members present. Treasurer’s 

accounts found to be correct and allowed the balance remaining £74 -13-8. 

 

Resolved That John Perry and Henry Coston both of Godalming elected members of the 

Association. Resolved the following gentlemen be added to the Committee Michael (?) Roker, 

Henry Roker, Henry Shotter, James Lucas, William Holland, Arthur Winkworth, Stephen 

Coesar, William Baxter, Charles Mitchell, Richard Silvester Cahill Esq. 

 

Resolved that it appears expedient to this committee that the words “or at an adjourned meeting 

thereof” be introduced after the words “annual meeting” in the articles of the Society and that 

the same be done accordingly and also that it is desirable to make some further alterations in 

the tenth and other rules and revise them generally and in order that such alterations and 

revisions may be more fully considered previously to the reprinting of the said rules this  

meeting be adjourned for that purpose to Wednesday 2 June next. Signed Richard Stedman 

Chairman. 

 

At an adjourned meeting 2 June 1830 Mr. Stedman in the chair with 12 named members 

present, the original articles having been read by the clerk to the several members of the 

committee assembled  and several amendments (SCH3788) and additions having been taken 

into consideration and unanimously approved it was resolved that two hundred and fifty copies 

of the articles as so amended to be forthwith printed and one copy delivered to each member 

of the society. Signed Richard Stedman Chairman. 

 

Meeting of the Committee 15 September 1830 to take into consideration the most efficient 

measures to be pursued in the discovery of the perpetrators of a burglary of Richard Stedman 

a member. Mr. Peacock in the chair with 7 named members. Several persons having attended 

and given evidence of a robbery committed last night on Mr. Stedman by the burglarious entry 

of his shop and the abstraction of several watches amounting to a considerable value and it 
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appearing that three suspicious characters had been frequently seen in the town on the day of 

the robbery. 

 

Resolved that a reward of thirty pounds be offered to be paid by the Association on the 

conviction of the offenders and that Mr. George Smeed be allowed his expenses on going to 

Town for the purpose of applying to the police establishments and endeavouring to identify the 

persons suspected of the robbery. Signed John Peacock 

 

Meeting of the committee 13 October 1830 to consider taking a prosecution against James 

Hillier who stands committed to the next Sessions for stealing two faggots the property of 

George Oliver of Haslemere a member. Mr. Cahill in the chair with 7 named members present. 

 

Resolved a prosecution be commenced at the ensuing sessions  against James Hillier 

(SCH3789) and that it left to the discretion of the clerk to conduct such prosecution upon the 

least expensive plan. Signed R Y Cahill Chairman. 

 

Annual Meeting 15 April 1831 Mr. Stedman in the chair with 17 named members present. It 

was resolved that several bills presented by the clerk and examined, a bill for £8-17-0 for a 

prosecution against James Hillier for stealing faggots the property of George Oliver of 

Haslemere a member, another occasion of George Smeeds amounting to £5-11-7 for his 

expenses on going twice to town to endeavour to discover the perpetrators of a burglary of the 

shop of Mr. Stedman a member. And also a bill of Mr. Stedman amounting to £5-8-9 in the 

same matter; another bill of Mr. Coston constable for the apprehension and detention of George 

Oliver and others on a charge of stealing fish from a pond of Mr. Moline a member amounting 

to £3-11-4; another bill of expenses in the investigation of a burglary on the property of Mr. 

Henry Holland a member amounting to £1-5-0; another bill of the clerk’s for miscellaneous 

expenses during the year amounting to £15-5-8; another bill of Mr. Stedman for printing an 

advertisement during the year amounting to £11-12-6 another account of the clerks of unpaid 

subscriptions for the years 1828,1829 and 1830 amounting to £4; the usual criers fees 

amounting to 5/  and also another bill  of the clerk’s for expenses incurred in starting a case for 

the opinion of counsel as to a threatening letter sent to Mr. Ford a member amounting to £3-2-

6 be severally allowed and paid out of the funds of the society. 

 

Resolved that there appearing to be a balance of £15-13-6 in the treasurer’s hands to meet the 

coming years expenses a subscription of 8/ for every present member and an additional sum of 

10/ by every new admitted member. 

 

Resolved Mr. Woods be continued as clerk and treasurer and the meeting adjourned to 11 May 

next. Signed R Stedman Chairman 

 

(SCH3790) Annual Meeting 7 April 1832 present of the committee in the chair Mr. Stedman 

with 18 named members 
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Mr. Stedman the chairman of the last annual meeting April 15, 1831 reports to the committee 

that from some unavoidable circumstances the adjourned meeting to be held on 11 May 

pursuant to a resolution of the committee at such annual meeting for the purpose of auditing 

the treasurer’s accounts was not held conformably to that resolution and that no meeting of the 

committee for any purposes of the Association having been held since the said last annual 

meeting he has previously to the present meeting carefully examined and investigated all the 

said treasurer’s accounts and vouchers so intended to have been passed at such adjourned 

meetings, and he finds that after crediting the treasurer for the several payments directed to be 

made by him by the said committee and certain subscriptions remaining unpaid and incapable 

of being collected there remained in his hands at the time of such intended adjourned meeting 

the sum of £72-8-4 applicable to the purposes of the said Association.  

 

Resolved that in future any member of the Association neglecting to pay their subscriptions at 

the general meeting appointed to be held annually on the third Friday in the month of April 

shall immediately afterwards have a circular from the clerk advising them that if such 

subscriptions remain unpaid at the next adjourned meeting for auditing the treasurer’s accounts 

they will be considered as having ceased to become members and their names struck out of the 

roll accordingly. 

 

Resolved that an account of £1-5-0 produced by John Neville a constable of Farnham for 

apprehending Benjamin Woods against whom a warrant had been issued for breaking open Mr. 

Holland’s warehouse, be allowed and paid. 

 

Resolved upon the investigation of an account amounting to £1-11-8 on balance incurred in a 

prosecution lately conducted by the Association at the instance of Mr George Oliver a member, 

against Helyer do stand over for full enquiry till the adjourned meeting. 

 

Resolved (SCH3791) that a further sum of one pound four shillings be allowed to Mr. Gardner 

a member for expenses incurred in the endeavour to apprehend the offender who broke open 

his counting house. 

 

Resolved that the charges of Merrell and Sarky the constables of Thursley and Farnham being 

seven shillings for executing search warrants on the occasion of the robbery of Richard 

Andrews of Thursley be allowed and paid. 

 

Resolved that the bills of the clerk the first amounting to £17-6-7 for a prosecution carried out 

at the last Midsummer Sessions against John Hackman for a violent assault on William Moon 

a member and for assaulting Barrett constable at the same time in the execution of his duty. 

And the second bill of £8-11-6 for miscellaneous charges and expenses during the past year 

were allowed and paid. 

  

Resolved that a bill of Mr. Stedman amounting to £4-5-6  expenses for printing during the last 

year allowed and paid. 
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Resolved there appearing to be a balance of £39-8-9 in the treasurer’s hands and to allow for 

expenses in the coming year the sum of five shillings be contributed by every member with the 

sum of ten shillings paid by new members. 

 

Resolved Mr. Woods be continued as clerk and treasurer and the meeting adjourned to 6 June 

next. Signed R Stedman Chairman 

 

At an adjourned meeting 6 June 1832 Mr. Stedman in the chair  with 7 named members present 

the clerk and treasurer produced his accounts  in balance of £73-13-9 which were approved and 

allowed, Signed Richard Stedman Chairman. 

 

(SCH3792)  At a meeting of the Hundred of Godalming association held at the Angel Inn in 

Godalming the 18t June 1832 specially convened by the Clerk for the purpose of taking into 

consideration of the circumstances of a daring robbery committed on the premises of Mr James 

Heathorn a member of the association in the night of Friday the 10th instant or on Saturday 

morning 16th instant when numerous articles of Linen, Sheets, Table Cloths. Wearing Apparel 

and other articles were stolen there from. 

 

Present of the committee Mr Stedman in the chair and 5 members all listed and named. 

 

Mr Heathorn attended this meeting and stated that the articles in question some of which were 

his own and others belonged to Mr George Upton were placed on lines at the top of his oven 

in his bake house at the back of his dwelling house on Friday evening for the purpose of being 

aired and on the succeeding evening it was discovered that such articles had been stolen.  He 

stated further that his son was in his employment in the shop as late has eleven o’clock on 

Friday night and that servants of his neighbour and others at their work on Saturday morning 

as early as three o’clock. Signed Richard Stedman – Chairman 

 

At a meeting of the Hundred of Godalming association specially convened at the Angel Inn in 

Godalming on Saturday the 17  November 1832 for the purpose of taking into consideration 

the most effectual measures to be pursed for the detection of the person or persons who had 

stolen a Sheep the property of Mr John Peacock a member and generally for the future 

prevention of similar acts of depredation and for the discovery of perpetrators of numerous 

other offences recently committed. 

 

Present of the committee, Mr Stedman in the chair and 8 members all listed and named. 

 

Resolved that the Clerk do make immediate application to the residing Magistrate at the Union 

Hall Police Office for information as to the expense of having an active officer of that 

establishment for such time as it may be necessary to employ him. 

 

Resolved that if the expense of such Police Officer does not exceed Two Guineas per week, 

independently of the advertised rewards of the Society, the clerk have authority to employ him 
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at once without calling another meeting of the committee. Signed Mr Richard Stedman – 

Chairman. 

 

(SCH3793) At a meeting of the committee of the Hundred of Godalming Association specially 

convened at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Wednesday 5th December 1832 for the purpose 

of taking into further consideration the resolutions passed at a special meeting of the committee 

held on the 17th day November last. 

 

Present of the committee Mr Stedman in the Chair and 13 members all listed and named. The 

clerk reports that in pursuance of the resolutions of the last meeting he addressed a letter to the 

sitting magistrate of the Union Hall and the subsequent letter to the commissioners of the 

Metropolitan Police of which letters are now produced copies and also the answers received to 

such letters. 

 

Resolved that the terms offered by the commissioners of the Metropolitan Police be acceded 

to and that the clerk do write a second letter to the commissioners requesting them to send 

down a young active intelligent officer immediately and that the clerk anteriorly ? to engage 

him as may appear necessary – and that the clerk do make a special agreement with the officer 

that he shall not be entitled any private rewards advertised by members. 

 

Resolved that the meeting be adjourned till the 19th instant at this place at 5 o’clock in the 

afternoon precisely.  Signed Richard Stedman – Chairman 

 

At a special meeting of the committee of the Hundred of Godalming Association held at the 

Angel Inn in Godalming on Tuesday the 11 December 1832. Present of the committee Mr 

Stedman in the Chair and 4 members listed and named. 

 

Resolved that it is expedient to watch during the night for Henry Woods and George Mayer 

against whom warrants of apprehension have been issued by Lord Middleton and who have 

absconded and Thomas Hart and David Spencer are accordingly directed to watch the dwelling 

house of the said Henry Woods at Crown Pits, and William Hoare and John Earl are directed 

to watch the dwelling house of Lenex? in Ockford Lane. Signed Richard Stedman – Chairman 

 

(SCH3794) At a special meeting of the committee of the Hundred of Godalming Association 

held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Thursday 13 December 1832 to consider the propriety 

of commencing a prosecution against Henry Woods and George Mayer for feloniously stealing 

a sheep the property Mr E Holland and also against William Cobbett for feloniously receiving 

part of the same sheep knowingly that it have been stolen. 

 

Present – Mr R Stedman in the Chair – 5 members all listed and named John Hampton attended 

this meeting and gave some information relevant to the robbery. 

 

Resolved that the consideration to the question be postponed to the meeting to be held on the 

19th instant. Signed Richard Stedman – Chairman 
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At a special meeting of the Committee of the Hundred of Godalming Association held at the 

Angel Inn of Godalming on Wednesday 19 December 1832. Present – Mr Richard Stedman – 

Chairman and 9 members all listed and named 

 

Resolved that a prosecution be instituted at the present assizes against George Mayer and Henry 

Woods and William Cobbett, the former for stealing sheep and the latter for receiving a sheep 

of Mr William Holland a member knowing the same had been stolen, and then the Clerk do act 

upon the advice of the Counsel as to the best course of proceeding, and that George Mayer be 

admitted to give evidence on the part of the Crown if thought advisable by Counsel. 

 

Resolved that in case of George Mayer be admitted King’s evidence and he can afterwards be 

induced to give information of any robberies that have been committed in the Hundred, the 

clerk have authority offer him from the funds of the Society a sufficient sum of money to enable 

him to leave this part of the county, provided he is afraid to return or cannot be induced to give 

information on any other terms.  

 

Resolved that the clerk do pay the Police Officer T Goodyer ten pounds in addition to his salary 

as a reward for his services in apprehending the above named persons – it being understood 

that is the advertised reward of the association. Signed Richard Stedman - Chairman 

 

At a meeting of the committee of the Hundred of Godalming Association held at the Angel Inn 

in Godalming on Wednesday 9 January 1833. Present – Mr R Stedman – In the chair and 7 

members all listed and named. 

 

Resolved in case any offence should be committed in the hundred the detection of which 

appears to require the assistance of a Police Officer the clerks have authority to engage the 

services of an Officer without calling a meeting of the Association. 

 

N.B This resolution was passed by the committee in consequence of a pig belonging to Mr 

Henry Molines, a member, having been slaughtered in a style at Cattershall in the night of 

Tuesday the 1st instant.   Signed Mr Richard Stedman – Chairman 

 

An Annual Meeting of the Hundred of Godalming Association held at the Angel Inn in 

Godalming on Friday 19 April 1833. Present of the committee – Mr R Stedman in the chair 

and 13 members all listed and named. 

 

Resolved that a Bill of the Clerks for miscellaneous expenses during the year amounting to 

£12,5s be allowed and paid. 

 

Resolved that Bill of expenses amounting to £7.6.11 in the prosecution against Charles Woods 

for felony be allowed and paid. 
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That a function Bill of the clerks amounting to £35.17.6 incurred in the prosecution against 

Woods and others for stealing a sheep the property of Mr William Holland (a member of this 

association) be allowed and paid.  

 

(SCH3796)  Resolved that a Bill of expenses of Mr Roberts the Constable in the same 

prosecution be allowed and paid amounting to £5.13. 

 

Resolved that a bill of expenses for Mr Goodyer the Police Officer including (the association) 

secured by £10 amounting together £22.11 be allowed and paid. 

 

Resolved that the following Bills incurred in the above prosecution amounting altogether to 

£3.1.1p to be severally allowed and be paid:  

George Hackman  2s 6d : Edward Cooke  10s.0d : James Penton 4s.1d : John Stenning 4s.6d 

Thomas Hart 7s 6d : John Earl £1 2s 6d : William Hoare 10s 

Resolved that a Bill of Mr William Moore in the above prosecution amounting to £5. 5s be 

allowed and paid. 

Resolved that a Bill of Mr Roberts the Constable for searching houses for some Ducks stolen 

from Mr Holland amounting to 4s 6d be allowed and paid. 

Resolved that a Bill of Mr Stedman amounting to £5.18.0 for printing and  1829 advertising 

during the last year be allowed and paid. 

Resolved that new Members maybe admitted to any meeting of the committee called specially 

for the purpose or otherwise on such new admitted members paying the same subscription as  

Resolved that the clerk be allowed Mr William Twycrofts subscription for last which be paid 

for but has never been received from him. 

Resolved that the clerk be allowed £5. 0.1d which he has paid for dinner bills for the year 

1829 to 1833 inclusive beyond the subscriptions received of members. 

 

Resolved that for providing a sufficient fund for the coming year a sum of 15s/   contributed 

by every present member and an additional sum of 10s/ by every new admitted member. 

 

Resolved that Mr Woods be continued Clerk and Treasurer for the accounting year – and this 

meeting be adjourned to Wednesday the 15th day of May next at this house at 4 o’clock in the 

afternoon. Signed Richard Stedman – Chairman   

 

(SCH3797) At the Adjourned Annual meeting at the Hundred of Godalming association held 

at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Wednesday the 18 May 1833. Present of the Committee – 

Mr Stedman in the chair and 10 members all listed and named. 

 

The Treasurer produced an account of his receipts and payments to the present time which on 

examination was found to be correct and there remained in his hands a balance of £68.16.1and 

half pence applicable to the purposes of the Society. 

 

Resolved that Mr John Coleman servant of Thursley and Messrs Charles and Richard Borler 

(? Butler)  Of Whitley be admitted members of this Society. 
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Resolved that W Moons Bill for the Dinner on the 19th April be allowed and the same is ordered 

to be paid amounting to £22.11.6. Signed Richard Stedman – Chairman 

 

At an Annual Meeting of the Hundred of Godalming Association held at the Angel Inn in 

Godalming on Friday 18 April 1834. Present Mr John Gardener in the chair and 11 members 

all listed and named. 

 

(SCH3798)  Resolved That a Bill of the Clerks amounting to Eight Pounds 3 shillings and 6 

pence for miscellaneous expenses during the last year be allowed and paid. 

 

Resolved that the following Bills amounting to altogether Five pounds, two shillings to be 

severally allowed and paid: John Mayne – 4s, John Clarke 5s, John Earl 7s.6d, Thomas Roberts 

10s, Mr Richard Stedman £3.15.6. 

 

Resolved that Mr William Etty of Hurtmore be admitted as a member of this Society.  There 

appearing to be a balance of Fifty-Five Pounds, Eleven shillings, and five pence in the 

Treasurer’s hands after payment after the payment of the foregoing accounts. 

 

Resolved for that providing a sufficient fund for the ensuring year a sum of three shillings be 

contributed by every present member and an additional sum of Ten shillings by every new 

admitted member. 

Resolved that Mr Henry Woods be continued Clerk and Treasurer to this Society for the 

ensuing year.  And this meeting be adjourned to Wednesday Fourteenth day of May next at this 

house at 4 o’clock in the afternoon. Signed John Gardener – Chairman 

 

At the adjourned Annual Meeting of the Hundred of Godalming held at the Angel Inn in 

Godalming on Wednesday 28 May 1834. Present of the Committee Mr John Gardener in the 

Chair and 8 members all listed and named. 

 

The Treasurer produced an account of his receipts and payments to the present time to which 

on examination was found to be correct and there remained in his hands a balance of £76.4s. 

11 ½ applicable to this Society. 

 

Resolved that Mr James Sadler Jnr of Chiddingfold admitted a member of this Society in co-

partnership with his father Mr James Sadler Snr who is already a member, and the said Mr 

James Sadler Junior be also a member of the committee. 

 

Resolved that Edward Cook of Godalming be admitted a member of this Society. 

 

(SCH3799)  Resolved that Messrs William and Joseph Ford be admitted members of this 

Society in the room of their mother Mary Ford. 
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Resolved that Mary Tipper of Thursley be admitted to this Society  in the room of her husband 

Thomas Tipper deceased. 

 

Resolved that Mrs Elizabeth Coleman of Whitley be admitted a member of this Society in the 

room of her husband John Coleman deceased. 

 

Resolved that Mr George Denyer of Thursley be admitted to this Society. 

 

Resolved that Mr William Enticknap be admitted a member of the committee. 

 

Resolved that a Bill of Mr William Moon for the Association Dinner on the 18th April last be 

allowed and paid. Signed Mr John Gardener – Chairman. 

 

At the meeting of the committee of the Hundred of Godalming Association specially convened 

at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Monday 5 January 1835 for the purpose of taking into 

consideration the propriety of commencing a prosecution against William Keen, William 

Holden, and Thomas Curtis for stealing two Ducks and a Drake the property of Richard Miles 

who is not a member of the Association. Present Mr Stedman in the Chair six members all 

listed and named. 

 

An application having been made to the Committee by Mr Richard Miles of Hascombe (who 

is not a member of this Society) to render their assistance to carrying on a prosecution against 

three notorious offenders of the names of Thomas Curtis, William Kern and William Holden 

for stealing two Ducks and a Drake property of the said Richard Miles and for which offence 

the said Thomas Curtis now stands committed trial to the ensuing County Session; and the said 

Richard Miles having represented to the committee will not admit of his carrying a prosecution 

into effect. 

 

(SCH3800) At a special meeting of the committee of the Hundred of Godalming Association 

held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Wednesday 11 March 1835. Present in the chair Mr 

Shotter and nine members all listed and named. 

 

Information having been given to this meeting that a notorious offender in the name of John 

Burgess (a chimney sweep) stands charged with having feloniously stolen two brewing and 

mashing copper, the property of Mr Laurence Lee, in his dwelling house near the town. 

Recently occupied by Robert Osborne Neale, and that a warrant has been issued by James 

Henry Frankland Esq the magistrate for the apprehension of the said John Burgess. 

 

It is resolved by the committee that some speedy and active measures ought to be immediately 

taken to bring the offender to justice, and as Mr Lee (now present) as refused in the present 

stage of the affair to lend any hand to the committee, they further resolve that  Cooper of  

Meadrow, who it is understood is acquainted with the haunts of the offender, and John Earl the 

Constable, or any other person in whom the clerk can confide, be employed by him in 
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endeavouring discover the Felon, and their reasonable expenses by paid out of the funds of the 

Society , but no further steps be taken till a General Meeting of the committee be convened. 

Signed Henry Shotter – Chairman. 

 

At an Annual Meeting of the Hundred of Godalming Association held at the Angel Inn in 

Godalming on Friday the 24 April 1835. Present of the committee. Mr Shotter in the chair and 

10 members all named and listed. 

 

(SCH3801)  Resolved that a bill of £17.6.5 (a sum of Eleven shillings having first been 

deducted of an unallowed charges) in a prosecution against Thomas Curtis at the Christmas 

sessions 1834 at the instance of Richard Miles (not a member of the association) under an order 

of a special meeting of the committee, be allowed and paid. 

 

Resolved also, that another Bill of £11.18.7 (sum of nine shillings having first been deducted 

for charges of the prosecutor for the loss of time) in a prosecution against William Keen at the 

following adjourned session at Newington at the instance of the said Richard Miles under the 

like order of the committee be allowed and paid. 

 

Resolved also, that a bill of £5.19.8 incurred in the summary convictions of William Hunt and 

William Hill for stealing birch plants from a coppice of John Leech Esq a member of this 

association be allowed and paid. 

 

Resolved also, that a bill of £10.0.6 presented by the Clerk for miscellaneous expenses ensuing 

within the preceding year be allowed and paid as well as a further account of £3.1.6. for the 

excess of the dinner annual meeting. 

 

Resolved also, that an account of £3.17.0 incurred by W Legg, a member of this association in 

the endeavour to discover the offender who stole a valuable horse from him be allowed and 

paid.  And also, two further small accounts of G. Upton and Edward Cook amounting to £1.4.0 

relating to Miles’ prosecution.  And finally for summary conviction obtained by Charles 

Bowler and Richard Bowler in the prosecution of James Farr for Faggot stealing.   

 

There appearing to be a balance of £13.10.9 ½ in the Treasurers hands after payment of the 

above. Resolved that for providing an adequate fund for the expenses of the ensuing year a 

subscription of 10/6 now advanced by every Member of the association and a further sum of 

10/ by every new admitted member. 

 

The Clerk and Treasurer to continue office and this meeting adjourned to Wednesday the 

Twentieth day of May next. Signed -  H Shotter – Chairman 

 

(SCH3802) Resolved that Mr Thomas Holland of Milford, Mr William Holland of Milford and 

Mr James Leilsenbury (?) Of Puttenham be admitted members of the Society. 

 

Resolved that Mary Baxter of Hascombe be admitted as a member of this Society. 
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Resolved that a Bill of Mr William Moon for the Dinner on 24th April last amounting to £22.6.6 

be allowed and paid. 

 

The Treasurer produced an account of his receipt and payments to the present time which on 

examination is found to be correct and there remains in his hands a balance of £83.10.9 and a 

half applicable to the purposes of this Society. 

 

Mr William Moon was called by the committee and engaged in future to provide the Annual 

Dinner at 3/6 per head including Beer. Signed H Shooter  

 

At a meeting of the committee of the Hundred of Godalming Association specially convened 

at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Saturday 25 July 1835, for the purpose of considering the 

propriety of a prosecution against William Sly for stealing certain goods belonging to Messrs 

Chanell and Bridger and against William Sweatman for feloniously receiving them. 

 

(SHC3803) Present Mr Shotter in the Chair and six names listed. Resolved unanimously that a 

prosecution be carried out at the ensuing Sessions against the above offenders and that counsel 

be employed. Signed  (?) Shotter 

 

At a Special Meeting of the Committee of the Hundred of Godalming held at the Angel Inn in 

Godalming on Wednesday 14 October 1835. Present Mr Stedman in the chair and nine names 

listed 

 

Mr Arthur Winkworth now attends this meeting on behalf of Mr John Coleman Lewis a 

member of the Association and states for the information of the committee that about midnight 

on Monday last Mr Lewis was awoke by an alarm of fire, and of looking out of his chamber 

window he discovered his barn on fire.  That on-going downstairs he saw an assemblage of 

people had collected at that time who were breaking open the stables to get out the livestock, 

and who proceeded to pull down part of the cow stall, to prevent the fire communicating with 

the stables and house. That the horses in the stables were taken out and active measures were 

pursued to remove the furniture and other things in the house into the meadow, but before the 

fire could be extinguished the barn with its contents of corn, two stables, cow stall, straw house 

and hovel, an old granary together with a rick of wheat supposed to contain three loads of 

thrashed wheat were consumed. That the fire appears to have broken out in the barn and all 

Lewis entertained no doubt that it was wilful. States further that many articles removed (SCH 

3804) from the house are missing at that he has no clue at present to discover the perpetrators 

of the fire or by whom the property was stolen. Mr Lewis states the loss of some poultry from 

the premises and that he has reason to think some discovery may be made of a person who was 

seen taking fowls from the roost breaking their necks and putting them into his pocket. That 

the barn was left by his servants about 12 at noon and he put the key in his pocket. 
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Resolved that a reward of £10 be immediately advertised by the Association exclusively of a 

further reward of £140 which Mr Lewis  has agreed to contribute for purposes of discovering 

the offenders who set fire to the property in question to be paid on conviction of such offenders. 

 

Resolved – Also that a further reward of Five Pounds be offered of which Mr Lewis offers to 

contribute £3 and this association £2 for the detection and conviction of any person who stole 

any part of Mr Lewis’s property during or after the above fire. 

 

Resolved further, that the application be also immediately made by letter by the Clerk to the 

Secretary of State detailing the leading circumstances of the fire, and soliciting the aid of the 

Government to offer a further reward for the discovery and conviction of the incendiaries -   

Signed Richard Stedman – Chairman 

 

Note: From the Surrey and Middlesex Standard 17th October 1835. Godalming. A fire 

broke out at Thursley, near this town, late in the night of Monday last which consumed 

a barn, stable, outbuildings and a rick of wheat, property of Mr Lewis, a respectable 

farmer of that place. Immediately it was discovered the fire engine belonging to the 

above town was sent for, but did not arrive in time to save the property, which was 

insured in the Royal Exchange. There is but little doubt that it was the act of an 

incendiary. 

 

At a Meeting of the Committee of the Hundred of Godalming Association specially convened 

at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Saturday 17 October 1835, to consider properly the 

prosecution against Henry Cheeseman for stealing fowls the property of Mr John Coleman 

Lewis (a member). Present Mr Richard Stedman – in the chair with four names listed. There 

being only five members of the committee present no business could be done, but those who 

were present concurred in the propriety of a prosecution, leaving it to the discretion of the Clerk 

to employ counsel or otherwise. 

 

(SCH 3805) At an Annual Meeting of the Committee of the Hundred of Godalming held at 

the Angel Inn in Godalming on Friday 15 April 1836. Present of the committee Mr J B Neal 

in the chair and twelve names listed. 

 

Resolved that a bill of the Clerk’s amounting to Seven pounds sixteen shillings and ten pence 

for a prosecution against Henry Cheeseman be allowed and paid. 

 

Resolved that another bill of the Clerk’s amounting to Ten pounds seventeen shillings and one 

penny for a prosecution against William Sly and William Sweatman be also allowed and paid.  

 

Resolved that another bill of the Clerk’s amounting to Five pounds four shillings and eight 

pence relating to the wilful destruction by fire of Mr Lewis’s property at Thursley and a bill of 

seven pounds three shillings and one penny for miscellaneous expenses (including five rewards 

of one pound each) also be allowed and paid. 
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Resolved that the following bills amounting to Sixteen pounds six shillings and sixpence be 

also allowed and be paid – Mr Stedman for printing and advertising £8-0s-6d,  Mr J B Neale a 

bill of expenses relating to the loss of his house 18s-6d, Mr Thomas Skinner  a bill of £3-16s 

and Mr George Upton a bill of £3-7s-6d  (£7-3s-6d (?)) relating to the apprehension of a person 

who was suspected of taking fowls during the fire at Thursley, Mr John Rothwell a small bill 

4s. (£16-6s-6d.) There being a balance of thirty-seven pounds two shillings and seven pence in 

the treasurer’s hands after the payment of the above bills. 

 

Resolved that for providing a fund for the ensuing (SCH 3806) year a subscription of Five 

Shillings be contributed by every member of the Association and the additional sum of Ten 

Shillings by every new admitted member.  

 

Resolved that Messers Woods and Son be Clerks and Treasurers for the ensuing year. 

 

Resolved that Messers Moline and Woods, Mr William Clarke, Mr Edward Cooch and Mr 

Thomas Skinner of Godalming, Mr Richard Quennell of Hambledon, Mr George Roker of 

Shackleford, W Daniel Knight of Thursley and Mr John Cheesman jnr of Witley be admitted 

members of this society. 

 

And that Mr John Roker of Shackleford, Mr William Harding of Eashing and Messrs. Edward 

Chanell, Thomas Ebrin and James Foster be added to the Committee.  

 

And that this meeting be adjourned until Wednesday the eighteenth day of May next at 4 

o’clock in the afternoon – Signed J. B. Neal – Chairman 

 

At an Adjourned Annual Meeting of the Committee of the Hundred of Godalming held at the 

Angel Inn in Godalming on Wednesday 18 May 1836. Present of the committee Mr Arthur 

Winkworth in the chair and nine names listed. 

 

Resolved that Mr Baker of Witley be admitted a member of this society. 

 

Resolved that a bill of William Moon for the dinner on the fifteenth of April last amounting to 

£21 15s 0d be allowed and paid. 

 

The Treasurer’s produced an account of their receipts and payments to the present time, which 

was found correct and there remained in their hands a balance of  £42-2s-7d.   

 

Mr John Coleman Lewis attended this meeting and stated some additional circumstances (SCH 

3807) connected to the late fire at Mr Lewis’s property at Thursley and a deposition of Thomas 

Mayhew taken by the clerk was also read at this meeting. 

 

Resolved. That the application be made at the Metropolitan Police Office for and active officer 

to be at Godalming on Saturday next to attend the club meeting at Thursley on Monday the 

23rd instant to endeavour to gain a further clue to the incendiary. Signed Arthur Winkworth - 
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Chairman. (Note there were no detectives in the Metropolitan Police at that time and constables 

who had the acumen to investigate crime were referred to as “active”.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


