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Surrey Police football c1982 L - R, Back Row:- Trevor Greenwood, John Wilce, Andy 

Howard-Smith, Steve Moore, Barry Douglas, George Burke, Vic Olisa, Con Morrisey 
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10 Code 
 

1972 Control Room Marilyn Parsons: I was in the Control Room in 1972/3, when it was 

situated in the room over the front entrance at Mount Browne. There were about five police 

officers per shift, including a sergeant and Bill Murray was the inspector on my shift. There 

were two civilian operators, Francis and one other. We all took it in turns to answer the 999 

calls and then we would have a stint one of the two channel radio, J1 and J2. The emergency 

calls used to be allocated to the traffic cars and they were directed towards the incident and told 

what it was by way of a code 

 

10/1 log on  

10/2 make a land line call to  

10/3 go to a destination  

10/4 temporarily offline 

10/5 arrived and dealing 

10/6 was to log on after an incident 

10/7 was a non-injury RTA 

10/8 an injury accident1 

10/9 a burglar alarm 

 10/10 log off 
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Control Room 1950s 
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Rose Murray 1966 Control Room 
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Control Room about 1976 Seated in foreground is Garry McGovern (Civilian Operator 

Next standing Police Constable 566 John Coles Police Constable 741 Brian Taylor 

Next, The WPC standing, I cannot identify Police Constable 298 Harry Fowler 

 

 

 

PCs Hicks, Bradley, Barbrooke, Stevens, Shuttleworth, Wickens, Hunter 1968/70 

Control Room 

 
 

Insp Bill Murray Control Room 1971 
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1971 Dave Harding, Denis O'Connor future Chief Constable, Bill Murray 

 

 
Dave Harding Bill Murray Mike Blencowe Control Room 1971 - first PNC 
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Excellent arrest of a burglar 1924              

 
 

1924 August PC William Elkins: Send was experiencing a number of serious burglaries. One 

morning PC Elkins attended a burglary and searched the house for clues finding a cigarette-

end and a small piece of the inside flap of a matchbox no more than half an inch by a quarter 
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of an inch. Pursuing enquiries later that morning the constable approached a young man on a 

punt on the River Wey and asked him for a light. Obligingly the young man handed over a box 

of Swan Vesta, found to have a piece of the casing missing, measuring half an inch by a quarter 

of an inch. The man was arrested and found to be a notorious criminal named Anthony St. 

George and hundreds of pounds of stolen property were recovered.[1]1924 September 13: 

Alleged burglar sent for trial: Anthony St George 29, who had already been committed for trial 

on charges of burglary at Sendmore House, Send and Greywell House, Woking. Yesterday he 

was charged with breaking into Pyrford Court the residence of Lord Elveden MP, on August 9 

and on July 9 the house of Mr George Sydney Coppen at Weybridge. Superintendent Boshier 

told of finding certain of the articles in a room at the New Inn, Send. Committed for trial at the 

Guildford Assizes.[2] 1924 December 4: Surrey Assizes: Sentenced to five years penal 

servitude. After the verdict had been given Superintendent Boshier stated there were six other 

warrants out against the prisoner for other burglaries and two other burglaries had been 

attributed to him. These were in addition to the three other indictments at the Assize. 

Superintendent Boshier said he had no doubt the prisoner had been concerned in burglaries at 

Wimbledon, Putney, Byfleet and other places in that neighbourhood. On the night of the 

burglary at “Sendmore” there were three other burglaries in the same district in which he 

believed the prisoner was associated. On sentencing the Judge said that the prisoner was a 

clever and wicked man, and a clever professional burglar. [3] 

 

Godalming Association – Felons Society 
Part 2 of 3 

 

 

The original register is retained in the Surrey History Centre Archives at Woking 

 

Surrey Constabulary History photo reference 3709 (SCH3709) 
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Transcription undertaken by Robert Bartlett, Jennifer Tuffs, Jean Pelham, Henry 

Pelham, with help from Robert Simonson,  Surrey History Centre November 2024 

 

 
 

At a Meeting  of the committee of this Society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Thursday 

the 6 May 1806 – Present – In the Chair - Mr John Hall Grinham. Also present Thomas 

Mellersh and James Wealey 

 

Mr William Lee a member of this association attended this meeting and stated and he this day 

detected Elizabeth Wisdom, Sarah Wisdom and Ann Cox in breaking his hedges Catteshall. 

Ordered that application be made to Mr Molyneux or some other neighbouring magistrate for 

a summons to apprehend the above persons and that they be further dealt with according to 

law.  Signed by John Grinham – Chairman 

 

At an Annual Meeting of this Society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Friday 17 April 

1807. Present of the committee – Mr John Hall Grisham - Chairman  - 12 committee members 

and 6 absentees – all listed and named. 

 

Ordered that a Bill due to Messrs Russell for printing for the last year amounting to six shillings 

and six pence and the sum of two shillings and six pence the usual allowance to the Crier for 

posting Bills be paid. 

 

There appearing to be a balance £38.4.4 in the Treasurers hands – Resolved that for raising 

sufficient Fund for the expenses for the ensuing year the subscribers shall each pay the sum of 

two shillings and every member be admitted into the Society this day the sum of Twelve 

Shillings. 

 

Resolved that 150 copies of the Articles of this association corrected up to the present time be 

printed and distributed amongst the members immediately. (Note: Does that indicate a 

membership number?) 

 

In the future any two or more persons being in Partnership together in Trade maybe admitted 

into this Society at an Annual Meeting on paying one Admission fee of Ten shillings in the 

name of the whole firm; each of such partners nevertheless paying such further sum as shall be 

appointed by a majority of the Standing Committee to be paid at such meeting by the other 

members. 

 

Resolved that this meeting do stand adjourned to Wednesday 27th day May next at this House 

at 4 o’clock in the afternoon. Signed John H Grinham - Chairman 
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(SCH3748) At a meeting of the Hundred of Godalming association for the prosecution of 

Felons held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Friday 24 April 1807. In the Chair – Arthur 

Winkworth 5 members of the committee – all listed and named. 

 

Mr Robert Moline reported to this meeting that some in the night of Sunday last the 19th instant, 

some person or persons maliciously and wantonly entered his garden and wantonly and 

maliciously destroyed some of his Greenhouse plants and committed other depredations in the 

same garden. Resolved that over and above the usual reward offered by the Society, a further 

reward for 10 guineas be offered for the discovery of the offender or offender, which the said 

Robert Moline is willing to pay on conviction. 

 

George Mills Steward to Messrs Godbolds members of this association reported that in the 

night above mentioned his Masters Hen roost at Westbrook Place was broken open and several 

fowls stolen therefrom, and other depredations on the premises. Resolved that over and above 

the usual reward offered by the Society a further reward of 10 guineas be offered for the 

discovery of the persons who committed the last-mentioned offence which the said Messrs 

Goldbold are willing to pay on conviction. 

 

Ordered that 100 Bills be immediately printed and distributed throughout the hundred. Signed 

Arthur Winkworth – Chairman. 

 

At an adjourned Annual Meeting of this Society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on 

Wednesday 27 May 1807. Present – in the Chair John Hall Grinham – and 7 members listed 

and named 

 

The Articles ordered to be printed at the last General Meeting not yet been corrected for the 

press. Resolved that the clerk do immediately correct them up to the present time and have 

them ready for the press by Wednesday 17th day of June next. 

 

Henry Hare Townsend Esq having applied to the committee for payment of expenses incurred 

in the conviction of a servant in Husbandry for not thrashing his corn clean and it being the 

opinion of the committee that such an offence does not come within the meaning of the Articles. 

Resolved that the application be dismissed. 

 

Resolved that this meeting do stand adjourned to Wednesday 17th day of June next at this house 

at four o’clock in the afternoon.   Signed John H Grinham - Chairman 

                                   

(SCH 3749)   At a Meeting of the Hundred of Godalming Association for the prosecution of 

Felons held at the Red Lion Inn in Godalming  on Friday the 5  June  1807. Present In the chair 

Richard Haydon, and members James Weale, Thomas Mellersh. 

 

Mr John Hall Grinham a member of this association complained that Edward Keen a person 

employed by him to cut out a rick of Hay on his premises sometime in the beginning of this 

week at the bottom of each rick were several Faggots belonging to the said John Hall Grinham 



 12 

feloniously stole & carried away several  of such Faggots and it appearing  to this meeting that 

....  sufficient evidence can be adduced to substantiate the offence ordered that an application 

be immediately made to a magistrate for a warrant to take the said Edward Keen  into custody 

and that  he be further dealt with according to law.  (signed) R Haydon – Chairman). 

(SCH 3749)   At a Meeting of the Hundred of Godalming Association for the prosecution of 

Felons held at the Red Lion Inn in Godalming  on Friday the 5 June  1807. Present: In the chair 

Richard Haydon, James Weale, Thomas Mellersh. Mr John Hall Grinham a member of this 

association complained that Edward Keen a person employed by him to cut out a rick of Hay 

on his premises sometime in the beginning of this week at the bottom of each rick were several 

Faggots belonging to the said John Hall Grinham, feloniously stole & carried away several  of 

such Faggots & it appearing  to this meeting that ....  sufficient evidence can be adduced to 

substantiate the offence ordered that an application be immediately made to a magistrate for a 

warrant to take the said Edward Keen  into custody and that  he be further dealt with according 

to law.  (signed) R Haydon – Chairman). 

 

At an Annual Meeting of the Society on behalf for the prosecution of felons & held at the 

Angel Inn on Friday the 22 April 1808. Present of the Committee Mr John Hall Grinham in 

the chair and 13 members – names listed with 7 Absentees listed. 

 

Resolved that the Bill due to Philip Russells ? for printing amounting to £5 and also the bill 

due to Mr Woods the Solicitor amounting to £2-7-0, and also the usual charge 2/6 to 

Kebblewhite the crier making in the whole £7-9-6 immediately paid. 

 

(Resolved ? as Edward Keen has been convicted for stealing Faggots from Mr Grinham before 

Lord Middleton, William Johnson the informer be allowed the reward of 10/6 pursuant to the 

articles of this society. 

 

Resolved that Mark David Ashton be allowed the reward of 10/6 for the conviction of his 

information of Elizabeth Parsons for stealing Turnips from Henry Place Townsend Esquire. 

 

(SCH3750)  There appearing to be a balance of £44.7.10 (after allowing the above sums and 

rewards amounting to £8.10.6) in the Treasurers hands. 

 

Resolved that for raising a sufficient fund for the expenses of the ensuing year, the present 

subscribers shall at this meeting each pay the sum of One Shilling and that every member to be 

admitted into the Society this day shall each pay the sum of Eleven Shillings. 

 

Mr Housego (Mr Townsend’s Steward) having reported that a woman named Copeland has 

lately been breaking down Hedges belonging to Mr Townsend for which offences she is already 

summoned to appear before the bench at Guildford. 

 

Resolved that such woman shall be further dealt with according to law. 
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It being considered that the sum of 1/6 to be paid by each absent member at the Annual Meeting 

towards the dinner is insufficient and that they should pay the same sum as the members 

present. 

 

It was accordingly ordered unanimously resolved that each member who maybe absent from 

any future Annual Meeting of this Society shall pay 2/6 towards repaying the expenses of the 

dinner. 

 

Resolved that Mr Cook be continued in the office of Treasurer and Mr Woods as the Clerk 

for the ensuing year. 

 

Resolved that this meeting do stand adjourned to Wednesday 25th day of May at this House at 

4 o’clock in the afternoon. 

 

At an adjourned Annual Meeting of this Society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on 

Wednesday 25 May 1808.  Present of the Committee – John Hall Grinham – in the chair and 

6 members all listed and named. 

 

Mr Housego (Mr Townsend’s Steward ) reported that the woman Copeland (concerning whom 

he had made a report at the last meeting for breaking down and robbing Mr Townsend’s hedges) 

had been since been convicted of the said offences on the information of David Buss before 

the magistrate at Guildford, fined five shillings. 

 

Resolved that the said David Buss do receive a reward of half a guinea for such conviction 

and that Mr Cook who do forthwith pay the same to him. 

 

Messrs Growther and Aveling, paper makers and Mr William Baxter who were proposed at 

the last meeting where this day admitted members of this Society. 

 

(SCH3751) At a meeting of this society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Wednesday 

the 25 November 1808. Present   Frederick Winkworth – in the chair - Arthur Winkworth, 

James Tickner, Rich’d Haydon, Rob’t Marshall, William Lee. 

 

Mr. John Smith a member of this association states that on Saturday evening the 19th inst some 

person or persons feloniously entered a barge of his lying on the Godalming river near 

Catteshall and stole out of one of the sacks deposited in the said barge about one bushel of flour 

the property of the said John Smith. Ordered that one hundred handbills be immediately printed 

and distributed offering a reward of 5 guineas to be paid by the said John Smith over and above 

the usual reward advertised by the society to be paid on the conviction of the offender or 

offenders. 

 

At a meeting of this society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Saturday the 11th day of 

March 1809 specially convened for the purpose. Present Rich’d  Haydon - in the chair.  Rich’d 
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Balchin, Rob’t Marshall, J H Grinham, William Lee, Rich’d Hammond, Thos Mellersh, James 

Tickner, George Legg, John Kettle, William Hull. 

 

Wm Weale of Godalming attended and complained that John Stenning of Compton now  in 

custody  on a charge of felony on the 1st of September last obtained from him a sum of fifty 

shillings under a representation that his name was John Randall of Dunsfold and for the 

repayment of which money he gave a note to the said James Weale in the name of  John 

Randall. It appearing to this committee upon the clearest evidence that John Stenning has 

committed an act constituting a forgery. Ordered that a prosecution be commenced and carried 

on by the clerk against the said John Stenning at the next Kingston Assizes and that counsel be 

employed to conduct such prosecution. 

 

(SCH3752) At annual meeting of this society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Friday 

the 21 April 1809. Present of the committee Richard Balchin in the chair, Rich’d Hammond, 

George Legg, John Smith, William Keen, Robert Marshall,  Arthur Winkworth, J H Grinsham, 

James Tickner, Richard Haydon, Thomas Woods, Thomas Mellersh, James Weale , Fred’k 

Winkworth.      

 

Mr. John Sweetapple one of the members of the committee being dead and no other person yet 

appointed to succeed him in that situation, resolved that Mr. Edw’d Greentree of Catteshall be 

appointed one of the committee in the room of Mr.  Sweetapple deceased. 

 

Mr. Thomas Smyth of Chiddingfold another member of the committee having died since the 

last general meeting, resolved that his son Mr. Tho’s Smyth, his son be appointed a member of 

the committee in the room of his deceased father. 

 

Resolved that a bill of seventeen shillings due to Messrs  Russells for printing and also a bill 

due to Messrs., Woods and Streeter for the expenses incurred in a prosecution against John 

Stenning for a forgery amounting on balance to £37 .1.10, and also the usual charge of 2/6d.to  

Kibblewhite the crier  making in  the whole £38.1.4 be immediately paid. 

 

Resolved that a reward of 10/6d be allowed and paid to John Bicknell of Artington for the 

apprehension of John Whale in stealing turnips belonging to Mr. Richard Balchin a member 

off this association, and who has been duly convicted of the offence. 

 

Resolved that for raising a sufficient fund for the expenses of the ensuing year the present 

subscribers shall at this meeting pay the sum of 3 shillings each, and every member newly 

admitted into the society this day do pay the sum of 10 shillings in addition to the subscription 

of 3s each by the other members. 

 

Resolved that the following addition be made to the 18th Article of this association – “And 

notwithstanding the 17th clause of the article it shall be lawful in future for the committee of 

this association at any time in their discretion where any person shall be apprehended for 

committing any offence cognisant by the article of the society or on suspicion  thereof only, to 
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order any reward to be paid to the persons apprehending such offenders, though no conviction 

shall have actually taken place”. 

 

Resolved that Mr Cook be continued in the office of treasurer and Mr Woods as clerk for the 

ensuing year. 

 

Thomas Hoare of Witley, Diana Kearton of Godalming, Richard Haydon, for the firm of 

Haydon and Chatfield of Godalming, William Matthews of Witley and James Hales of 

Godalming were this day severally proposed and admitted members of the society. 

 

Resolved that this meeting do stand adjourned to Wednesday the 24th day of May next at this 

house. 

 

(SCH3753) At an adjourned meeting if this society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on 

Wednesday the 24 May 1809 present , Mr Rich’d  Balchin in the chair, William Lee, John 

Smith, James Weale, James  Tickner, Daniel Simmonds, Arthur Winkworth. 

 

Mr. John Smith reported that John Chalcraft of Eashing had apprehended one    ?   Smith of 

Godalming in the act of stealing  turnip greens (the property of the said John Smith) at which 

time the said   ?   Smith had a dog with him which killed a lamb belonging to the said John 

Smith and that for this felony he had been fined 10/6d by means of the said John Chalcroft 

having so apprehended ? 

 

Resolved therefore that a reward of 10/6d be paid to the said John Chalcraft for his 

apprehension of the said  ? Smith (although no conviction has taken place) pursuant to an 

additional article of the society agreed upon at the last meeting. 

 

Mr. Arthur Winkworth reported that John Hardy a servant of Mr. John Colman of Puttenham 

had infringed against a woman of the name of ? for stealing turnips the property of the said 

John Coleman upon which information received the said woman had been convicted of the said 

offence. Resolved therefore that a reward of 10/6d be accordingly paid to the said John Hardy 

for such information. 

 

It was further resolved that a list be forthwith prepared of all prosecutions and rewards that 

have been ordered and paid by the society since the last year’s annual meeting and that that the 

usual number of copies thereof be accordingly printed and stuck up in each tything and parish.                

Richard Balchin Chairman 

 

At a meeting of the Hundred of Godalming Association for the prosecution of felons held at 

the Angel Inn in Godalming on Saturday the 9 December 1809 being especially convened for 

the purpose, present in the chair  Mr. Richard Haydon, James Weale, Arthur Winkworth, 

William Lee, John Smythe, George Legg. 
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The Rev’d  Mr. W Gibson a member of this association stated that having said information 

from two of his servants (his cook  and  housemaid ) that they had lost several articles of 

wearing apparel which they had reason to  suspect were stolen by  Eliz’th Coxe another of Mr. 

Gibsons servants he insisted on having her box searched which after a great deal of  reluctance 

on her part was opened and among other articles of wearing apparel was found a worsted muslin 

shawl and habit shirt  the former of which was identified by Mrs. Gibson and the housemaid 

as Mrs. Gibson’s property and the latter by the housemaid as her own property  that there  were 

re also other things  afterwards found in her possession which were recognized as the property 

of Mrs Gibson and the other servants. Resolved that a prosecution be carried on by the clerk 

against the said Elizabeth Coxe and that Counsel be employed   Richard Haydon Chairman      

  

(SCH3754) At a meeting for the Hundred of Godalming Association for the prosecution of 

felons held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Wednesday the 27 April 1810 John Whitbourn 

-in the chair,  William Lee Frederick Winkworth ,  Richard Hammond, Robert Marshall,  John 

Hall Grinham, Daniel Simmonds, Richard Balchin, George Legg,                                                                 

John Smythe, Thomas Smythe, James Tickner, Arthur Winkworth,                                                        

Thomas Woods, James Weale, William Keene.          

 

Resolved that a bill of £25-9-4 due to the clerk for conducting a prosecution against Elizabeth 

Coxe for felony at the last Newington Sessions at the insistence of the Reverend Mr. Gibson a 

member of this association be allowed and paid by the treasurer. Also, that another bill of £2-

18 involved in preparing advertisements and printing be also be paid and allowed. And that the 

usual annual charge of 2/6d for printing advertisements be paid to Kebblewhite  the crier 

 

Resolved that there appearing to be a balance of £4 -11-8 remaining in the treasurers hands 

after allowing the before mentioned bills, that forming a sufficient fund for the expenses of the 

ensuing year the present subscribers shall at this meeting each pay the sum of five shillings and 

every new admitted member into the society this day the sum of ten shillings exclusive of the 

subscription paid by the old members.     

 

Resolved that Mr Cook be continued in the office of treasurer and Mr Woods as clerk for the 

ensuing year. 

 

Resolved that this meeting do stand adjourned to Wednesday the 25th May instant at this house 

at 4 in the afternoon. John Whitbourn  Chairman 

 

At an adjourned meeting of this society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Wednesday 23 

May 1810. Present in the chair  Mr John Whitbourn, James Tickner, William Hull, Richard 

Balchin, Thomas Woods, Arthur Winkworth, John Hall Grinham, John Smith. 

 

Resolved that a reward of 10/6 be paid to John Edwards for informing against Thomas Woods 

who was convicted for b?  Hedges.     
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The treasurer’s records were at this meeting examined and found correct. John Whitbourn 

Chairman 

 

At a meeting of the Hundred of Godalming Association for the prosecution of felons held at 

the Angel Inn in Godalming on Friday the 19 April 1811. Present – In the chair                      

Richard Hammond James Tickner, Thomas Woods, William Keen, James Weale,Thomas  

Mellersh, John Hall Grinham, John Smith, George Legg, Richard Haydon, Arthur Winkworth, 

John Whitbourn, Edward Greentree. 

 

Resolved that a bill of £0-10-4 delivered by Mrs. Hales for expenses incurred in the prosecution 

of Elizabeth Cox at the Christmas Sessions in 1810 be allowed and paid by the treasurer. 

 

Resolved that a bill of 15s presented by the clerk for preparing advertisements and printing be 

also paid and allowed Mr. Cook the treasurer of this association having attended this meeting 

and notified his intention of relinquishing that office. 

 

Resolved that Mr Woods be elected to that situation in the room of Mr. Cook for this ensuing 

year and that the balance of the association accounts also appearing to be due from Mr. Cook 

after all payments amounting to £39-17-2 be paid over by him to Mr. Woods on his having a 

proper receipt. 

 

Resolved that Mr. Woods be also continued the clerk to this association for the ensuing year. 

Resolved that there appearing to be a balance of £39-17-2 as before stated remaining in the 

treasurers hands after allowing the before mentioned bills, that forming a sufficient fund for 

the expenses  of   the ensuing year the present subscriptions shall at this meeting shall pay  the 

sum of 1/- and every new admitted member the sum of 10/- exclusive of the subscription fixed 

by the old members 

 

(SCH3755) Resolved that the usual annual charge of 2/6 be paid to the crier 

 

Resolved that this meeting be adjourned to Wednesday the 22nd of May next at this house at 4 

in the afternoon.  Chairman            

 

At an adjourned meeting of this society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on the 22 May 

1811 Present   Thomas Mellerish, John Hall Grinham, James Tickner, Arthur Winkworth, 

Robert Marshall, Thomas Woods . 

  

Resolved that a reward of 10/6d be paid to William Young for an information lodged by him 

against Esther Hammond for stealing turnips the property of Robert Moline for which offence 

she was duly convicted before Lord Middleton. 

 

The treasurers accounts were at this meeting examined and allowed. 
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Information having been made at this meeting by Mr. Mellerish as solicitor for Henry Hare 

Townsend esq that Grinstead and two of her daughters have been apprehended in the act of 

stealing some rails and pailing belonging to Mr. Townsend ordered that the above offenders be 

summoned to appear before a magistrate and dealt with according to law. 

 

At a meeting of the Hundred of Godalming Association at the Angel Inn in Godalming on  

27 November 1811 Frederick Winkworth in the chair with  George Legg, Robert Marshall, 

James Tickner, Daniel Simmonds, Thomas Woods, James Weale. 

 

John Turner a member of this association attended the meeting and stated that on Saturday 

evening the 9th instant and on the following day a barn of his at Chiddingfold was broken into 

and an iron shovel, a  ? shirt  ? three fruit bottles  stolen  these out of this property. That having 

received information that Thomas Hall of Hambledon had purchased a shovel from a man by 

the name of Henry Cooper under suspicious circumstances application was made to him and 

he acknowledged his purchasing a shovel of the above person for two shillings which on 

examination was identified as his property.  

 

The deponent stated further that on investigation of the matter before Lord Middleton and on 

the confession of Henry Cooper be committed for trial at the next sessions. Resolved that a 

prosecution be carried on at the expense of this association but that no counsel be employed. 

 

Mr Grinham a member of the association attended this meeting and stated that on the 22nd inst 

a man by the name of George Downs came to Mr. Grinhams premises and asked Mr. Grinhams 

son for the loan of a bridle and saddle which Downs stated he was come to borrow for Mr. 

Manderville of the Three Loins at Farncombe and Mr. Grinham jnr son accordingly  desired a 

man by the name of Sloe to deliver it to  Downs. That deponent soon afterwards learnt that no 

such messenger had been sent by Manderville and that a bridle and saddle had been offered for 

sale by Downs  at different places and was finally purchased by a hostler at the Kings Arms of 

the name of William Paine for twelve shillings who afterwards carried it to Mr. Farrenden 

collar maker at Godalming for sale where it was identified as the property of this deponent. 

Resolved that a prosecution be instituted against the above named George Downs at the next 

sessions but no counsel be employed. Arth’r Winkworth 

                                                              

At a meeting of the Hundred of Godalming Association held at the Angel Inn in Godalming 

on Wednesday the 8 January 1812. Present Mr. Arthur Winkworth in the Chair. Robert 

Marshall, Richard Hammond, Thomas Woods, John Whitbourn, William Lee, Thomas 

Mellerish.                            

                        

(SCH3756) For the purpose of taking into consideration whether or not a Counsel ought to be 

employed in the case of Downs. Resolved that Lord Middleton having advised Counsel be 

employed in consequence of the difficulty in preparing the indictment it is ordered that a 

Counsel be employed for that purpose and also on the trial. Resolved that hand bills be printed 

and posted throughout the Hundred offering the usual rewards. Arthur Winkworth. 
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At an annual meeting of the Hundred of Godalming Association held at the Angel Inn in 

Godalming on Wednesday 17 April 1812. Present John Smith in the Chair with 17 members 

present: John Hall Grinham, Edward Greentree, Thomas Woods, Thomas Smythe, James 

Tickner, Robert Marshall, Frederick Winkworth, Arthur Winkworth, Richard Hammond, 

Thomas Mellerish, Richard Haydon,  William Keen, Daniel Simmonds, James Weale, William 

Lee, Richard Balchin, John Whitbourn 

Resolved that a bill presented by the clerk for conducting the several prosecutions against 

George Downs and George Cooper for felonies at the last Epiphany Sessions at Newington 

amounting to the sum of £33-7-0 and also the several accounts of the witnesses in these 

prosecutions amounting to a further sum of £47 and 10s be allowed and paid by the treasurer 

Resolved also that the sum of £1-1- ? be presented to Mr. John Keene of Guildford as a 

renumeration for his trouble in apprehending and afterwards detaining the said George Downs 

in custody previously to his commitment.    

 

Resolved that another bill of expenses incurred by Mr. Mitchell of Haslemere a member of this 

association in the apprehension and commitment of James Gamblin for stealing his leather 

amounting to £10-5-4 be also allowed and paid and that a prosecution be carried on by the clerk 

at the next midsummer session and such measures taken as maybe thought most advisable for 

ensuing his conviction. 

 

Resolved that   the contribution in future towards the expenses of the dinner shall be the sum 

of 2/6d and that absent members shall pay the same as those present. 

 

Resolved that for raising a sufficient fund for the ensuing year the present subscribers shall at 

this meeting pay the sum of fifteen shillings each and every member to be admitted into the 

society this day the sum of ten shillings in addition to the subscription of 15/- each by the other 

members. 

 

Resolved that Mr Woods be continued as clerk and treasurer to this association. 

 

Resolved that this meeting be adjourned to Wednesday the 20th day of May next at this house 

at 4 in the afternoon. John Smith 

 

(SCH3757) At an annual adjourned meeting of this society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming 

on the 20 May 1812. Present John Smith in the chair, members William Lee, James Tickner, 

Arthur Winkworth, John Hall Grinham, Richard Hammond who examined the treasurers 

accounts and found the same correct. J Smith 

 

At a meeting of the committee   of the  Hundred of Godalming Association for the prosecution 

of Felons held on Monday the 11 January 1813 specially convened for the purpose. Present 

in the chair Mr. Richard Haydon, Thomas Mellerish,  James Weale, Robert Marshall, J H 

Grinham. 
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Ordered a prosecution be carried on against James Tucker for feloniously stealing a watch the 

property of Mr Grinham and that Mr Woods forward the indictment but that no Counsel be 

employed. Rd Haydon 

 

NB This committee feeling it desirable to abridge the expenses of prosecuting on account of 

the expenses last year request that Mr Woods moderate the same as much as possible. 

 

At a meeting of the committee of the Hundred of Godalming Association for prosecution of 

felons held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Saturday the 6 March 1813 specially convened 

by notice. Present in the chair  Robert Marshall, Richard Haydon,  John Hall Grinham,   John 

Smith, Thomas Smyth. 

 

The clerk having reported to this meeting that a considerable quantity of malt had been stolen 

from the malthouse of Mr. James Dare of Witley a member of this association and having 

produced and read the several informations and examination taken before the Reverend 

Laurence William  Elliott magistrate of the county which not only implicate two persons of the 

names of John Ware and Philip Milton already committed for trial but also several other 

persons who have hitherto eluded justice. Resolved that it recommended to Mr. Dare to use 

every possible diligence for the discovery of the other offenders and for obtaining the fullest 

evidence in this case in which the clerk is desired to cooperate and that this meeting is 

adjourned to Wednesday the 17th  inst at 4 in the afternoon when it is resolved to take this 

matter into the fullest consideration and decide upon further proceedings.    Robert Marshall 

 

At an adjourned meeting of the Hundred of Godalming Association for the prosecution of 

felons held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Wednesday 17 March 1813. Present                

Robert Marshall in the chair,  Thomas Mellerish,  Richard Balchin, Arthur Winkworth,                      

John Hall Grinham, William Lee,  John Smith, James Tickner 

 

Resolved that a prosecution be instituted against John Ware at the ensuing assizes and such 

other offenders appearing to be implicated in the robbery committed on the property of James 

Dare as may be advised by Lord Middleton and that the same be conducted in the most official 

manner to secure the ends of justice. Robert Marshall  

 

(SCH3758) At a meeting of the Hundred of Godalming Association held at the Angel Inn in 

Godalming on Wednesday the 23rd day of April 1813. Present of the committee, John Hall   

Grinham in the chair 

                William Keen                                      Richard Haydon 

                Robert Marshall                                  James Tickner 

                John Whitbourn                                  Frederick Winkworth 

                Thomas Mellerish                               William Lee 

                Arthur Winkworth                               James Weale 

                Richard Hammond                              Thomas Woods 

                Richard Balchin                                   John Smith 
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Resolved that three several bills incurred in the prosecutions of James Gamblin, James Tucker 

and Ware and Milton amounting altogether to the sum of £88-14-5. Viz - Gamblins prosecution 

£27-2-0 , Tuckers prosecution £16-10-4 and the prosecution of Ware and Milton amounting  to 

£45-2-1 and also another bill for miscellaneous services amounting to £2-4-6 to be allowed and 

paid by the treasurer.     

 

Resolved that there appearing to be a balance against the association of £26-4-0 that for 

discharging that balance and raising a sufficient fund for the expenses of the ensuing year the 

present subscribers shall at this meeting pay the sum of 12/- each and every member to be 

admitted into the society this day the sum of 10/- in addition to the subscription of the other 

members.          

 

Resolved that Mr Woods be continued as clerk and treasurer to this association. 

 

Resolved that this meeting be adjourned to Wednesday the 26th day of May next at this house 

at 4 in the afternoon. John H Grinham            

 

At an annual adjourned meeting of the Hundred of Godalming Association held at the Angel 

Inn in Godalming on Wednesday the 26 May 1813 .          

Present John Hall Grinham in the chair.  

                               John Smith                                          Robert Marshall 

                               Frederick Winkworth                     William Lee 

                               Daniel Simmonds                           James Tickner 

                               Thomas Mellerish                           Thomas Woods     

                               Arthur Winkworth       

 

The treasurers accounts having been this day examined and compared with the several bills 

and vouchers were found to be correct and that there appears to be a balance of £55.6.2 in the 

treasurer’s hands 

 

Resolved that 100 large sheets of the rewards and convictions be immediately printed and 

distributed throughout the Hundred. John H Grinham 

 

At an annual meeting of the Hundred of Godalming Association for the Prosecution of felons 

held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Wednesday the 15 April 1814. Present of the Committee  

James Weale, Chairman, Frederick Winkworth, James Tickner, Arthur Winkworth                              

John Smith, Edward Greentree, Richard Balchin, George Legg  Thomas Woods, Richard 

Haydon 

 

Resolved that a bill of £3-12-6 presented by the clerk for miscellaneous expenses being the 

total (SCH3759) amount of the expenses in the preceding year be allowed and paid. 
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Resolved that a bill of £1-1-8 due to Mr. Hales (?) for expenses incurred at his house on 

Gamblin’s prosecution and omitted to be presented to the committee at the last annual meeting 

be also allowed and paid.  

 

Resolved that there appearing to be a balance of £50-13-0 in the treasurer’s hands after payment 

of the above accounts any subscriptions by the rules of the society becomes unnecessary to be 

collected for the coming year. 

 

Resolved that every subscriber to the association pay at the present annual meeting 3/6d for 

his dinner. 

 

Resolved further that Mr. Woods be continued in the office s of treasurer and secretary to this 

society. 

  

Resolved that this meeting be adjourned to Wednesday the 18th May next at this house at 4 in 

the afternoon James Weale. 

 

At an annual meeting of the Hundred of Godalming Association for the prosecution of felons 

held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Friday 21 April 1815 present of the committee.  John 

Hall Grinham in the chair 

                      Richard Balchin                    Thomas Mellerish 

                      George Legg                          Frederick Winkworth 

                       John Whitbourn                    Richard Greentree 

                       John Smith                            Richard Hammond 

                       James Tickner                       Arthur Winkworth 

                       Thomas Woods                     William Lee 

                        James Weale              

 

Resolved that a bill of £3-1-8 presented by the clerk for miscellaneous expenses during the 

last year be allowed and paid. 

 

Resolved that such of the members of this association who neglect to pay up their subscriptions 

at any annual meeting or within twenty-one days after shall be excluded from the said society 

and shall not be again readmitted but upon the terms of paying the same subscriptions as any 

new admitted members at any further annual meeting and that an advertisement to this effect 

be oriented and distributed throughout the Hundred.        

 

Resolved also that no member neglecting to pay his subscription at any annual meeting shall 

be entitled to claim any benefit from this society until such payment is made 

 

Resolved that every member of the association pay at the present meeting the sum of one 

shilling by way of subscription to the fund and 3/6d for his dinner 

 



 23 

Resolved that this meeting be adjourned to Wednesday the 17th May next at this house at 3 

o’clock in the afternoon   

 

Resolved that Mr. Woods be continued in the offices of treasurer and secretary to this society 

 

The following gentlemen were proposed as new admitted members and approved by the 

committee 

 

Farncombe                                      Messrs Stenning and Marshall 

Godalming                                      William Harding 

--      Do    --                                    James Elstone 

Thursley                                          Thomas Tipper 

Bramley                                           Hutches Trower Esq       

Haslemere                                        Joseph Jefford                                

                                                           

                                                                   John Hall Grinham 

        

(SCH3760) At an annual adjourned meeting of this Hundred of Godalming Association held 

at the Angel Inn in Godalming on the 17 May 1815. Present   J H Grinham in the chair, A 

Winkworth, W Keen, J Whitbourn, J Weale, J Smith, J Tickner. 

 

The treasurers accounts having been this day examined and compared with the several vouchers 

and bills were found to be correct and there appears to be a balance of £59-13-4 in the 

treasurer’s hands. 

 

Resolved that Mr. Robert Briant be admitted a member of this society 

 

Resolved that a bill of 10/6d be paid to Mr. Hoare of Farncombe 

 

Resolved that W H Holland be a member of the standing committee in the room of Mr. Hull 

he having declined to act.                                                            J H Grinham 

 

At  a meeting of the committee of the Hundred of Godalming Association held at the  Angel 

Inn in Godalming the 30 September 1815 and specially convened by the clerk. Present   James  

Weale in the chair,  

                                           Thos Mellerish                   John Smith 

                                            J H Grinham                      Will’m Lee 

                                           John Whitbourn                  Richard Hammond 

                                           Richard Haydon                 Arthur Winkworth       

 

Mr Woods the clerk to the association reported to the committee that his house at Haslemere 

of which he is a temporary occupant was  burglariously entered and robbed in the night of 

Thursday the 14th instant and that the robber who called himself by the name of James Brown 

of Stockton near Durham was secured in his attempt to escape from the chamber window and 
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that upon his examination before Lord Viscount Middleton the offender is committed for trial 

at the ensuing Surrey Assizes and the complainant bound over to prosecute. Resolved that a 

prosecution be instituted against the above named James Brown at the next assizes by W 

Woods and that if he considers it necessary to the ends of justice that Counsel be employed. 

James Weale 

 

At an annual meeting of the Hundred of Godalming Association for the prosecution of 

felons 19 April 1816. Present of the committee Thomas Mellerish in the chair, 

                                        John Whitbourn                                      James Tickner 

                                        Richard Greentree                                  Thomas Woods 

                                        John Smith                                              John Hall Grinham 

                                        Henry Holland                                        William Lee 

                                        Arthur Winkworth                                  Richard Haydon 

                                        Frederick Winkworth  

 

Resolved that the sum of £37-14-6 being the amount of the clerk’s bill for conducting the 

prosecution (SCH3761) against James Brown for a burglary at the last Assizes for which he 

was capitally convicted and received sentence of death be allowed and paid. 

 

Resolved that the sum of £20 is paid of the reward of £40 recovered by Mr Woods the 

prosecutor on the conviction of the above offender be paid to James Upton (?) for his 

meritorious exertions in the apprehension of the offender and the remaining sum of £20 carried 

to the credit of the funds (?) and also the sum of £5 5s 0 be paid to the said James Upton as a 

separate reward advertised to be paid on the conviction of any person or per for burglary by 

the articles of the Society. 

 

Resolved two other Bills one of £36-6-6 and  another of £5-15-4 incurred in the endeavours to 

apprehend and bring to justice the person the person concerned in maliciously  setting fire to 

Mr. Marshall’s property in the  (?) (?) the full approbation of the subscribers assembled this 

day on the question being paid for the allowances or rejection of those Bills/ allowed and paid. 

 

Resolved that there appearing to be a balance against the association of £8-16-6 for discharging 

that balance and raising a sufficient fund for the expenses of the ensuing year the present 

subscribers shall at this meeting pay the sum of 8 shillings each and every new admission 10 

shillings in addition to the subscription of the other members.  

 

Resolved that the present articles of the Association be considered and revised at the adjourned 

annual meeting and afterwards a sufficient number of the (?) Articles as amended printed and 

distributed amongst the members and that a list of the rewards and the  names of the subscribers 

be also published and distributed throughout the Hundred. 

 

Resolved that Mr. Woods be continued in the office of clerk and treasurer to the Society. 
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Resolved that the meeting be adjourned to Wednesday 22 May next at this house at three in the 

afternoon. 

 

At the adjourned meeting Angel Inn, Godalming 26 June 1816. In the chair Thomas Mellersh 

and seven named members.  

 

1 Accounts were presented accepted there being a balance of £44-4-2 in Treasurer’s hands. 

 

2 Resolved that the 4th article of this Association be amended by striking out or rescinding the 

whole of such article with the exception of what follows. “ That each member shall pay at his 

entrance ten shillings and such further sum of money as the standing committee shall direct to 

be paid by the subscribers at large at every Annual Meeting of the said Society until the stock 

shall amount to £50 at least.” 

 

3 That the 9th Article of this Association be rescinded and the following article substituted viz, 

“ That when any person or persons shall be apprehended on suspicion of committing any of the 

offences hereafter mentioned, tho no Prosecution shall be approved by the Committee to be 

convened for that purpose as before directed yet in such case the reasonable expenses incurred 

in the apprehending such person or persons shall be paid by the Treasurer at the next annual 

meeting and that the Committee shall also have full powers and discretion to direct any 

reasonable expenses to the paid to any member of this Society for his  (?)  or their endeavours 

to discover and bring to Justice the perpetrators of any act or offence (SCH3762) specified in 

these Articles although no discovery should be made of the offenders. 

 

4. Resolved that upon official information being at any time given to the clerk of any offence 

within the meaning of the Articles of this Society where any specific reward is offered by the 

Society, he shall be at liberty to advertise such reward immediately without convening or 

meeting of the committee. 

 

5. Resolved upon the question being put that the expenses incurred by Thomas Gooch Esq., a 

member of the Society in advertising a reward for the discovery of the perpetrators of the fire 

at Milford on Saturday 22 instant, be allowed once proper account being produced. 

 

6. Resolved that Mr. John Tewsley be added to the committee for the parish of Chiddingfold 

and Mr. John Downham Sweetapple for the tything of Cattershall. 

 

7. Resolved that 250 books containing the Articles of this Society as amended and connected 

to this time be forthwith printed and distributed amongst the members and also 100 large sheet 

Bills containing the names of the present subscribers, the rewards paid by the Society and 

convictions that have recently taken place be printed and distributed throughout the Hundred. 

 

A meeting of the committee of the Hundred of Godalming Association held at the Angel Inn 

Godalming 10 July 1816 with Thomas Mellersh in the chair and 8 named members present.  
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1 Mr. Wood on behalf of Mr. George Marshall a member of this Society stated that on the 4 

November last a warehouse of the said George Marshall situated Godalming Wharf, was 

maliciously set on fire and the source together with a quantity of hops stored therein totally 

consumed and that a person of the name of James Andrews has lately been apprehended on 

suspicion of committing the above offence and stands committed for trial at the ensuing assizes. 

Resolved that a prosecution be instructed against the above prisoner that the clerk be employed 

to conduct such prosecution and that Counsel be employed. 

 

Note: On November 5, 1815, there was a significant arson in Godalming where again 

a reference can be found to the parish constable. On the 2 September 1816 James 

Andrews was hung for arson, setting fire to a warehouse belonging to George Marshall 

a timber merchant. There had been a large delivery of timber that day and this was lost 

in the fire that destroyed the warehouse. Some time later, in drink, Andrews told of his 

crime to a friend who reported the crime to the “police” who then arrested Andrews. 

The report was made with the hope of receiving a reward. Constable James Voyce 

testified at the trial that following his arrest the prisoner made a full confession. It was 

an act of revenge as the owner’s father was responsible for Andrews losing his job as 

a lock keeper and had evicted his mother from her cottage.1 

 

 

2 Mr. James Page (?) a member of this Association attended this meeting and states that a man 

of the name of Thomas Massingham has been apprehended for stealing a hind gammon of 

bacon from the house of the complainant on Monday night last or Tuesday morning and has 

been committed for trial at the ensuing sessions and the complainant bound over to prosecute. 

Resolved that  the clerk be employed to conduct prosecution against the last named prisoner 

but that no counsel be retained. 

 

(SCH3763) Meeting Godalming Hundred Association Angel Inn Godalming 8 January 1817 

Mr. Smith in the chair and six members. Mr. Edward Keene a member of the Association 

attended the meeting and stated that a man of the name of James Durham had been apprehended 

on suspicion of stealing a gate belonging to him. It is ordered that Mr. Keen’s expenses in the 

prosecution of the man are paid but no attorney or counsel be employed. John Smith. 

 

Annual meeting of the Hundred of Godalming Association for the Prosecution of Felons  held 

at the Angel Inn, Godalming Friday 18 April 1817.Mr Richard Haydon in the chair with a list 

of 14 members. 

 

1 Resolved that Mr. James Tuppen be with his approbation elected to one of the committees 

of the Association in the room of Mr. Thomas Smyth. 

 

2 Resolved that a bill of £50-3-11 produced by the clerk for the expenses incurred in the 

prosecution of James Andrews at the last summer Assizes. Another bill of £9-8-4 incurred in 

 
1 “Surrey Executions” Martin Baggoly page 37 
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the prosecution of Thomas Hessingham (?) at the last midsummer Sessions. Another bill of 

£4-10-6 incurred in the endeavour to apprehend the supposed perpetrator of the fire at 

Milford. Another bill of £6-4-8 for printing and other miscellaneous expenses during last 

year. And the usual charge of 2/6d of the town crier of Godalming be severally allowed and 

paid. 

 

3 Resolved that there appearing to be a balance of £27-16-1due to the Treasurer that for 

discharging such balance and raising an adequate fund for the expenses  of the ensuing years 

the present subscribers shall at this meeting pay the sum of thirteen shillings as the amount of 

his or her subscription and every new admitted member 10/- in addition to the subscription of 

the other members. 

 

4 Resolved that Mr. Woods be continued as clerk and treasurer to this Society Resolved that 

the meeting be adjourned until Wednesday 28 May at this house at four o’clock in the 

afternoon. R Haydon  

 

At an adjourned meeting of Association held at the Angel Inn 10 September 1817 Richard 

Haydon in the chair  with six named members present. Treasurer’s accounts examined appear 

to be a balance of £51-3-0 in his hands. 

 

(SCH3764) Meeting of the Association 31 December 1817 Angel Inn William Lee in the chair 

with six named members present. Mr. Smith having applied to the meeting to order a 

prosecution against George Chalcraft for a felony. Resolved that a prosecution be ordered and 

that the clerk employed to conduct such prosecution together with the assistance of counsel if 

necessary. William Lee. 

 

The annual meeting Angel Inn 17 April 1818 Robert Marshall in the chair with 12 named 

members. 

 

1 Resolved bill £48.12 produced by the clerk for the expenses incurred in the several 

prosecutions of George Chalcraft and John Taylor at the last Epiphany Sessions. Another bill 

of £8-13-8 incurred in the prosecution of two several persons of the name of Watson and Bridge 

at the last Michaelmas Session. Another bill of £7-1-4 incurred in the prosecution of a person 

of the name of Roland at the Old Bailey Sessions and a bill of £3-18-6 for the clerk’s bill of 

miscellaneous  expenses in the year be severally paid and allowed. 

 

2 Resolved that there appearing to be a balance of £19-5-9 due to the Treasurer  subscribers at 

the meeting pay thirteen shillings as his annual subscription and every new admitted member 

ten shillings in addition to the subscription of the other member. 

 

3 Resolved that Mr. Woods be continued in the office of Clerk and Treasurer to the Society. 

 

Resolved that. The meeting be adjourned to 10 June at 3 in the afternoon. Robert Marshall 
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At an adjourned meeting of the committee 2 December 1819 Robert Marshall in the chair with 

six named members present. 

 

1 The accounts were accepted £63-15-0 in the Treasurer’s hands. 

 

2 Mr. Matthews having stated to this meeting  theta he had been in the frequent habit of losing 

hay and that he had caused Thomas Pennycutt to be (SCH3765) to be apprehended for so doing 

and he had been fully committed for the offence. 

 

Resolved that a prosecution be instituted against Thomas Pennycutt but no counsel or attorney 

be employed. Robert Marshall 

 

Annual Meeting 16  April 1819 Angel Inn with John Hal Gunham (?) in the chair with ten 

named members present. 

 

1 Resolved bills amounting to £26-1-3 produced by the clerk for expenses  incurred in the 

several prosecutions of John Brabey for stealing a pig belonging to Thomas Woodham and 

Thomas Pennycutt for stealing hay the property of Mr. William Matthew and for miscellaneous 

expenses  incurred in the present year be severally allowed and paid and also the usual charge 

of 2/6 for the Crier. 

 

2 Resolved that there appearing to be £37-11-3 in the Treasurer’s hands that for providing a 

sufficient fund for the ensuing year for the present subscription shall at this meeting contribute 

the amount of five shillings as his or her annual subscription and every new admitted member 

ten shillings in addition to the subscription of the other members. 

 

3 Resolved that as Mr. Tewsley has signified his wish to retire from the committee that Mr. 

John Turner of Chiddingfold be elected in his room and that Mr. John Smith of Eashing be 

added to the committee in the room of his father lately deceased and Mr. John Smallpiece of 

Artington in lieu of Mr. Richard Balchin who has removed from Artington.  

 

4 Resolved to ensure sufficient members at future meetings that under the authority of the 21st 

minute of the articles for making any connection therein that Mr. John Gardner and Mr. Walter 

Chatfield of Godalming members of the Association be added to the present Committee.  

 

5 Resolve Mr. Woods be continued in the offices of clerk and treasurer. 

 

6 Meeting adjourned to the last Wednesday in the ensuing month of May at 4 o’clock. John H 

Grinham (?) 

 

Adjourned annual meeting 26 May 1819 Richard Haydon in the chair with six members 

identified and present. Treasurer’s accounts accepted a balance of £62 -19-3 in his hands. 

Richard Haydon. 
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(SCH3766) Meeting Committee Angel Inn Saturday 8 January 1820 Mr. H Gunham in the 

chair with six named members present. Mr. Frederick Winkworth having attended the meeting 

and reported that John Gravell a carter in his service stands committed for trial at the ensuing 

Sessions at Newington for robbing him of a part of a Truss of hay and that William Nash of 

the Anchor and Hope of Catherine Hill victualler, also stands committed for trial at the same 

sessions as a receiver of the above stolen property. Resolved that prosecutions be instituted by 

the Association against the above offenders and that the same be conducted by the clerk in such 

a manner as may appear to him to be the best calculated to led to a conviction of the offenders 

– and it appearing to this meeting that Mr George Chandler of Marshall is an important witness 

on the part of the prosecution the clerk be requested to wait on him and urge the necessity of 

his attendance at the Sessions. Signed by all the committee present. 

 

At a meeting of the committee 15 March 1820 Mr. William Lee in the chair with seven 

members listed as present. 

 

Mr. Richard Snelling having attended the meeting and reported that Antoine Baptiste stands 

committed for the next assizes for a burglary. Resolved that a prosecution be ensued against 

Antoine Baptiste and that the clerk be employed to conduct such a prosecution but that no 

counsel be engaged. Signed by all the committee present. 

 

At an annual meeting at the Angel Friday 21 April 1820 with Mr. Williams senior in the chair 

and 13 members named  as present. 

 

Resolved that a bill amounting to £26-11-10 incurred (SCH3767) in the prosecution of  Gravell 

and North at the last Sessions at Newington for the sum of £17-15-2 incurred in the prosecution 

of Antoine Baptiste £3-10 for miscellaneous expenses and 12/ for apprehending and detaining 

Soloman Knight on a charge of felony be severally allowed and paid by the treasurer. 

 

Resolved that there appearing to be a balance £14-10-3 in the treasurer’s hands members 

present to subscribe 8 shillings annual subscription. Every existing and new member 10 

shillings subscription. 

 

Resolved that Mr. Woods be continued as clerk and treasurer of the Society. 

 

Resolved meeting to be adjourned to the last Wednesday in the ensuing month of May at 4 

o’clock in the afternoon. W Lee Chairman.  

 

(SCH3768) Minutes of the meeting 11 October 1820 to consider prosecution against a servant 

of Mr. James Tickner (a member of the Association) Ann Raggett who stands committed for 

robbing him of a watch and also for robbing her fellow servant Harriet Heather of a pair of 

stockings. 

 

Present a committee of 8 members under the chair of Thomas Mellers. 
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Mr. James Tickner having attended the meeting and stated the circumstances of the above 

felonies and the original informations taken before Lord Midleton being now reads – Resolved 

that the prosecution be instituted by this Society against the said Ann Raggett  but that no 

counsel be employed the clerk being desired to furnish such information to the Prosecution as 

may best enable him to proceed to a trial. Thomas Mellersh Chairman. 

 

Annual meeting 27 April 1821. Present of the Committee Mr. Haydon in the chair with 11 

members present and named. 

 

Resolved that the Bill for £14-2-2 incurred by the clerk in the prosecution of  John (?) Rigby 

at the (?) Sessions at Guildford, 2 other Bills £4-18-4 presented by Mr. James Tickner for the 

expenses incurred in the prosecution of Ann Raggett at the last Michaelmas Sessions at 

Kingston, also several bills presented by Mr. Walter walker for the expenses  incurred by him 

and other persons on his behalf for discovering and apprehending the offenders who broke 

open his stable on 23 April last and stole thereout 2 horses, a Bill of the clerk for miscellaneous 

expenses in the course of the preceding year amounting to £3-17-0, a Bill of Mr. Chatfield”s 

amount to 10/6 be severally allowed and paid. 

 

Resolved that there appears to be a balance of  £23-12-2 after payment of the several accounts 

in the Treasurer’s (SCH3769) hands. Resolved  that for providing a sufficient fund for the 

ensuing year the (?) subscribers shall at this meeting contribute the sum of £7 each and every 

admitted member £10 exclusive of the same subscription of other members. 

 

Resolved that the following be elected to the Society James Gullien of Artington, John Fry and 

(?) Collier of Godalming and William Cooper of Witley. 

 

Resolved that Mr. Woods be continued as clerk and treasurer of the Society. 

 

Resolved meeting adjourned to the 16 May at 4 in the afternoon. R. Haydon 

 

(SCH3770) Annual meeting 19 April 1822 present of the committee Mr. Gunham in the chair 

with 10 named members. 

 

Resolved several accounts by Mr. Andrews incurred in the month of July last in attendance at 

Brighton with witnesses on the examination of persons apprehended at that place on suspicion 

of stealing a horse (his property)from a field at Hambledon for the necessary expenses incurred 

upon that occasion amounting to £9-10-6 to be allowed. 

 

Resolved that a Bill for £2-14-10 presented by the clerk in the prosecution of George Parsons 

for a felony at the last Newington Sessions and Bill of £3-6-4 presented by the clerk for the 

miscellaneous  expenses incurred in the last year be severally allowed. 

 

Resolved that the consideration of further investigations of an act produced by David (?) a 

member of the Association for expenses incurred by him and his witnesses at the last 
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Newington Sessions on the prosecution of the above named George Parsons from the peculiar 

circumstances of the case postponed till the adjournment of this meeting. 

 

There appears to be a balance of £55-9-6 in the hands of the Treasurer. Resolved that the 

subscription will be five shillings for all subscribers with ten shillings from a new member. 

 

Resolved that Mr. (?) Moon be elected a member of the committee for the town of Godalming 

in the room of Mr. Mellersh (who retires) Mr (?) Tickner for Hambledon in the stead of Mr. 

William Kettle who also retires. 

 

Mr. Samual Haines of Godalming Mr Smeed of the same place, James Elison (?) was this day 

elected members of the Association. 

 

Resolved that Mr. Woods be continued as clerk and treasurer of the Society. 

 

Meeting adjourned to 15th day of May. 

 

(SCH3771) Adjourned meeting 22 May 1822 Mr Grisham in the chair with five named 

members in attendance. 

 

Resolved after further consideration of the expenses incurred by Mr. (?) in the prosecution of 

George Parson the committee have consented to allow his Bill amounting to £11-10-2 after 

deducting the 19/ being the charge of the Tythingman. John Grisham Chairman. 

Specially convened meeting at the Angel Inn 26 March 1823 to consider a prosecution against 

George Larby who stands committed for robbing Mr. John Stenning of the Association of some 

coals. Present Mr. William Lee in the chair with six named members present. 

 

Resolved that a prosecution be instituted against the above offender at the Kingston Assizes 

but that no expense be incurred beyond what the prosecutor himself may find essentially 

necessary to enable him to bring a Bill of Indictment and bring on the trial of the prisoner with 

assistance of the witness who is under recognisance to give his evidence against the prisoner. 

Signed William Lee. 

 

Annual Meeting 18 April 1823 Mr. Grisham in the chair with 8 named committee members 

present.   

 

Resolved that a balance of £6-18-10 arising on a Bill presented by the clerk for expenses 

incurred in the proceedings against James Edward Tilley at the last midsummer assizes at the 

instance of James Tidy a member of the Association for paying forged notes, be allowed. 

 

Resolved that upon consideration of two several bills presented to the committee by John 

Henning a member of the Association in a prosecution against George Larby amounting 

together to the sum of £10-8-3 the committee being of opinion that inasmuch as a portion of 

the Bill applied to expenses incurred by a Peace Officer’s taking the prisoner to gaol and other 
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incidental expenses arising from this circumstance and for which expenses a provision is made  

by Act of Parliament for the reimbursement the subject matter of these entire charges do stand 

over for further consideration till the adjourned meeting; but that in the meantime the clerk be 

authorised  to pay any such part of the Bill as may not appear to have reference to the officer’s 

exclusive charges. 

 

(SCH3772) Resolved that the clerk’s charges in the same prosecution amounting to £2-7-6 be 

allowed and paid. 

 

Resolved that a further Bill of the clerks for miscellaneous  expenses during the year amounting 

to £4-16-2 be allowed and paid. 

 

Resolved that a sum of 10/6 as a reward for apprehending George Larby be paid to James 

Lambert who was instrumental in  in the apprehension and conviction of the prisoner. 

 

Resolved that there appearing to be a balance in the treasurer’s hands after defraying the several 

bills and charges in the preceding year of £47-17-11. Resolved that for raising a sufficient fund 

for the expenses of the ensuing year the present members are to contribute five shillings each 

and every new admitted member ten shillings each inclusive of his or her subscriptions. 

 

Resolved Mr. W Woods continue in the office of Treasurer and Clerk to the Society and the 

meeting adjourned to 20 May next. John H Grisham. 

 

At an adjourned meeting 20 May 1823 present the committee Mr. John Hall Grisham in the 

chair with six named members present. Treasurer’s accounts were severally examined and 

passed. (Note: The May entry appears before the April!) 

 

Annual meeting 23 April 1823 present of the committee J Gardner (chairman) with nine 

named members. 

 

Resolved that an account of £1-12-0 presented to the committee by David Elen a member, for 

the attendance of two witnesses at the Newington Sessions in 1821 on the prosecution of 

George Parsons for a felony and which from some peculiar circumstances attending that 

prosecution were not then taken into consideration, be now allowed and paid by the Treasurer. 

 

Resolved that an account for £5-10-8 presented by the clerk for printing and other 

miscellaneous expenses in the course of last year and also a sum of 10/6 for a reward paid to 

James Lambert in the case of George Larby indicted for a felony. 

 

Resolved as a balance in the accounts of £75-9-8  to maintain the funds for the coming year 

members to pay £2 each and every new member £10 each in addition to the subscription of the 

present members. 
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Resolved Mr. W Woods continue in the office of Treasurer and Clerk to the Society and the 

meeting adjourned to 26 May next. John Gardner. 

 

(SCH3773) Adjourned meeting 2 June 1824 present of the committee Mr. John Garner in the 

chair with six named members. 

 

Resolved that account for £3-13-1 presented by Mr. Joseph Safford (?) a member for expenses 

incurred for conveying four men whom he had been bound over to prosecute for a riot at his 

house by Lord Midleton but they had afterwards been discharged be now allowed and paid by 

the Treasurer. At the meeting the treasurer’s accounts were severally examined and passed. 

John Garner. 

 

Annual meeting 15 April 1825 – present of the committee Mr. R Haydon chairman with 12 

named members present. There appearing to be a balance of £87-7-11 in the treasurer’s hands. 

 

Resolved  to raise adequate funds for the ensuing year present members shall contribute 2/ each 

and new members 10/. 

 

Resolved Mr. W Woods continue in the office of Treasurer and Clerk to the Society and the 

meeting adjourned to 11 May. R Haydon. 

 

11 May meeting further adjourned to 25 May Mr. R Haydon in the chair and six named 

committee members present. 

 

Resolved that an account of 8/ for expenses incurred by Mr. Hill of Hambleden, a member, in 

taking Edward and Charles Miles before the bench of Magistrates at Guildford for stealing 

timber be allowed and paid by the Treasurer. 

 

Resolved to pay the clerk £4-5-4  for advertising and other miscellaneous expenses. Be allowed 

and the  treasurer’s accounts were examined and passed. R Haydon Chairman.  

 

(SCH3774) Special meeting 7 December 1825 to consider a prosecution against William 

Goddard stands committed for robbing Mr Henry Barnes a member of the Association. Mr. 

Haydon in the chair with six named members present. Resolved to commence a prosecution of 

the above offender at the coming Kingston Assizes but no counsel to be employed. R Haydon 

Chairman 

 

 

The Bravest of the Brave 
 

Police Officers and staff who have been awarded the Victoria Cross. 
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Peter Farmery former Metropolitan Police now living in Australia. Reproduced with his 

permission. Taken form Newsletter 120 of the national Police History Society. 

 

The police are considered by many to be the fourth uniformed service after the Navy, Army 

and Air Force, protecting the nation from those who wish us harm.  It is in wartime, or other 

war like conflicts where the military show their strengths, and acts of heroism are done. It is 

the police who look after the public during not only war times, but also during the rest of the 

years of peace. 

 

Yet how many of us know just how brave some of our colleagues have been, and I believe that 

we should never forget their heroic deeds.  In fact, there are many police officers who have 

served their nation and their communities with distinction. During my research into the King’s 

Police Medal for Gallantry and its successors, I have discovered records of police officers 

having been awarded the Victoria Cross, Distinguished Service Medal, Military Medal for 

Gallantry during times of war, and served with distinction in the police. 

 

The Victoria Cross is the highest military award for valour, awarded rarely and only for the 

greatest deeds of courage, daring and often of self-sacrifice. Of the 1,358 awards made to date, 

I have found TWENTY-FOUR of them were to men who were awarded the Victoria Cross 

and were before, and sometimes later returned to or became, police officers afterwards in 

civilian life.  

 

The Victoria Cross was instituted by Royal Warrant signed by Queen Victoria, in 1856, and 

the first awards of the medal were to soldiers who fought in the Crimean War(1854-1856). The 

following is a list of men, in chronological order, who were awarded the Victoria Cross, and 

either before, during or after the war, were serving police officers. 

 

Crimean War 1854-1856 

 

Samuel Parkes   was born in about 1815 in Wigginton and joined the army in 

1831 and served in the 4th Queens Own Light Dragoons.  He was present and 

took part in the Charge of the Light Brigade at Balaclava, where on 25 October 

1854, he saved the life of the Trumpet-Major, earning him the Victoria Cross. 

He left the army in 1857, and became the Inspector of Police in Hyde Park, 

living in the Police offices at Marble Arch.  He died on 15 November 1865 

aged 50. 
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George Walters was born in Newport Pagnell, Bucks, on 15 September 

1829, and was a Sergeant in the 49th Regiment of Foot during the Crimean 

War. On the 5th November 1854, he saved the life of Brigadier General 

Adams during the battle of Inkerman, when the General’s horse was killed 

and he was wounded. Sergeant Walters carried the General back to safety. 

For this he was awarded the Victoria Cross. After the war he left the army 

and joined  the London Metropolitan Police serving on ‘R’ Division from 5 

January  to 26 October 1857, when he left the police.  He died on 3 June 1872 

aged 42.  (the attached sketch is of Walters being presented with the VC by 

Queen Victoria in Hyde Park) 

 

Alfred Ablett   was born on 3 August 1930 in Weybridge and was a 

professional soldier in the Grenadier Guards during the Crimean War when on 

2 September 1855 he saw a shell fall into a store of ammunition and fuses.  He 

grabbed the shell and threw it out of the trench just before it exploded.  He was 

awarded the Victoria Cross for his actions in saving lives.  After the war, he 

joined the London Docklands Police and served for 26 years rising to the rank 

of Sergeant.  He died on 12 March 1897, aged 66. 

 

Indian Mutiny 1857-1859 

Robert Grant,  was born in  Harrogate, Yorkshire in 1837 and was a 20 

year old corporal in the 5th Regiment of Foot during the Indian Mutiny 

(1857-1859). On 27 September 1857, under heavy and galling fire he saved 

the life of Private Deveney, whose leg had been shot away. For this gallant 

deed he was awarded the Victoria Cross. He joined the London 

Metropolitan Police on 1 August 1864, and died in service of consumption 

(tubercolosis) on 23 November 1874 aged 37. 

 

Randolph Cosby Nesbitt was born in 1868 and was a Captain in the 

Mashonaland Mounted Police during the Mashonaland Rebellion (March 

1896-Oct 1897).  On 19 June 1896 he led a patrol of just 13 men to rescue 

miners at the Alice mine, who were surrounded by hordes of rebels.  He 

successfully escorted the miners and their wives back to Salisbury  through 

very heavy fighting. For this action he received the Victoria Cross. In 1909, 

he was appointed the Native Commissioner for the British South Africa Police and eventually 

retired in 1928 after 40 years of service.  He died in South Africa  23 July 1956 aged 88. 

 

2nd Boer War 1899-1902 
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Arthur Herbert Lindsay Richardson  was born in Lancashire on 23 

September 1872 and emigrated to Canada in 1891 and joined the North West 

Mounted Police in 1894.  After the outbreak of the 2nd Boer War (1899-1902) 

he joined the Strathcona’s Horse. On 5 July 1900 he was part of a group of 

mounted horsemen attacked by a large number of enemy. When the order to 

retire was given, this man rode back under heavy fire and recovered a wounded 

comrade whose horse had been shot, during which he was also wounded.  He received the 

Victoria Cross for this action. He rejoined the NWMP in 1902 until forced to resign due to ill 

health in 1907.  He died in England on 15 December 1932 aged 60. 

 

James Rogers was born in New South Wales, Australia on 4 July 1873 and 

enlisted in the Victorian Mounted Infantry Company which was sent to South 

Africa. He joined the South African Constabulary  and in 1900 he was a  

sergeant, when on 15 June 1901, during a skirmish he and six men, were 

attacked by 60 Boers. His officers’ horse was shot, and Rogers, under heavy 

fire, saved him by pulling him up behind him, and rode to safety. He then saved two other men 

who had lost their horses, all the time under heavy close-range fire. For this he was awarded 

the Victoria Cross.  He returned to Australia for a brief spell before returning to South Africa 

where he became a detective with the Cape Police.  During WW1, he was wounded at Gallipoli 

and later served as a Lieutenant in the Anzac Provost Corps.  He died in Sydney on 28 October 

1961 aged 88. 

 

Alexander Young  was born in Ireland in 1873 and joined the army in 1890, 

eventually joining the Cape Police in South Africa as an Instructor with the rank 

of Sergeant Major. During the 2nd Boer War, on 13 August 1901, with a handful 

of men they attacked a Boer stronghold, when he went ahead of his men and 

captured, single-handed, the leader Commandant Erasmus, despite being shot 

at several times.  He received the Victoria Cross for this action. He remained 

with the Cape Police until 1914, when he served with the South African Scottish Regiment.  

He was killed during the Battle of the Somme on 19 October 1916, aged 43. 

 

Arthur Martin-Leake was born in Hertfordshire on 4 April 1874 and qualified 

as a doctor in 1893. He enlisted in the Imperial Yeomanry and served in the 1st 

Boer War.  He then joined the South African Constabulary for the 2nd Boer War 

(1899-1902) and as field surgeon and Captain, on 8 February 1902 he tended 

eight wounded soldiers under very heavy fire.  For this he was awarded the 

Victoria Cross. He returned to England in 1902. In 1914 he returned to military service in the 

RAMC, and between 29 October and 8 November 1914, he rescued many wounded soldiers 

lying in exposed positions near enemy lines, and under constant fire.  He was awarded a Bar 

to the Victoria Cross.  He died in England on 22 June 1953 aged 79.  

 

World War 1 
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George Henry (Harry) Wyatt  was born on 5 September 1886 and enlisted 

in the Coldstream Guards in 1904, transferred to the reserves in 1909, and 

shortly after joined the Barnsley Borough Police.  He was recalled to the army 

in 1914.  On 25/26 August 1914, Lance Corporal Wyatt saw the enemy set 

light to some straw stacks close to their position. Under very heavy fire, he 

dashed out, some 25 yards away from the enemy position and put out the fire, 

during which he received a head wound. He continued firing at the enemy 

despite loss of blood until their position was secured. He was awarded the Victoria Cross.  After 

the war he returned to the police serving in the Doncaster Borough Police until retirement in 

1934 after 25 years’ service.  He died on 22 January 1964 aged 77. 

 

James Edgar Leach was born in North Shields, Northumberland on 27 July 

1892. He was a lieutenant in the Manchester Regiment at the outbreak of war 

in 1914, and on 29 October 1914 after their trench had been captured by the 

Germans, and after two attempts to recapture it had failed, this officer together 

with Sgt. John Hogan decided to recapture it alone. Working at close quarters, 

during which they killed eight enemy and captured sixteen prisoners, they 

regained possession of the trench.  For this action both men received the 

Victoria Cross.  After the war, this officer joined the Royal Irish Constabulary -Auxilliary 

Division.  He died on 15 August 1958 aged 66. 

 

Michael John O’Leary  was an Irishman, born on 29  September 1890 who 

joined the Royal Navy in 1912, but transferred to the Irish Guards in 1914.  

He was a Lance Corporal on 1 February 1915, and as his section was 

attacking an enemy position, he ran ahead, killed several Germans, then 

attacked a second barricade and took prisoners. His actions saved his 

comrades from being fired on. For this action he was awarded the Victoria Cross. He was 

promoted to Second Lieutenant with the Connaught Rangers and remained with them until 

demob in 1921.  He then emigrated to Canada and joined the Ontario Provincial Police and 

later became a Police Sergeant with the Michigan Central  Railway, Ontario. He was dismissed 

the force in 1925 for several scandals, and returned to Britain.  He was mobilised in WW2, and 

finally discharged in 1945 on medical grounds.  He died on 1 August 1961, aged 70. 

 

John Crawshaw Raynes, born on 28 April 1887,  was in the Royal Horse 

Artillery from 1904 to 2 June 1911 when he joined the Leeds City Police. He 

then enlisted in the Royal Field Artillery in 4 August 1914, was soon 

promoted to Sergeant, and then on 11 October 1915 he attended to a wounded 

soldier and carried him to safety. He was caught out when a gas shell 

exploded, and he gave his gas helmet to the wounded soldier. The following 

day he was buried with others when the building he was in was shelled. He 

helped rescue others before alowing himself to be attended to.  He was awarded the Victoria 

Cross.  He suffered ill health due to the gas and died on 12 November 1929 aged 42 
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Alfred Victor Smith was born on 22 July 1891, the son of the Chief 

Constable of Burnley Borough Police, and after leaving school he joined the 

Blackpool Borough Police Force. At the outbreak of war he enlisted, and at 

the age of 24 and a 2nd Lieutenant in the East Lancashire Regiment, on 22 

December 1915 at Gallipoli, he was in the act of throwing a hand grenade, 

when it slipped from his hand.  He shouted a warning, and then threw himself on the live 

grenade. It blew up killing him instantly.  For this act of self-sacrifice he was awarded a 

posthumous Victoria Cross. (the photo depicts Smith with his parents William H Smith- Chief 

Constable) 

 

 

VC in 1915 for the son of a former Guildford Borough officer2 

 

Alfred Victor Smith was the only son of William Henry Smith, and was born at Guildford, 

Surrey on 22nd, July 1891. His father William Henry Smith joined the Guildford Borough 

Police force in 1888, and later transferred to the Cambridge Borough Force where he was raised 

to the rank of sergeant, later Chief Detective, and later still Chief Inspector. For four years from 

1901 to 1905 he was appointed to the Chief Constable of St. Albans and later Chief Constable 

of Burnley. 

  

The day before Christmas Eve 1915, Lieutenant Smith was in the battlefield at Helles, 

Gallipoli, a peninsula on the European side of Dardanelles. The scene was one of heavy 

fighting, and the young lieutenant rose from the trench to throw a grenade. The sides of the 

trenches were thick with glutinous mud, and confusion reigned from the bombing and shell 

fire. The young officer stumbled and the grenade fell from his hand into the trench. Lieutenant 

Smith called out to his fellow officers and men of the danger, and he ran for cover. He 

immediately realised that his comrades had no means of escaping, and with seconds to go 

before the blast sacrificed his own life by throwing himself on top of the bomb. The explosion 

instantly killed him but his heroism and split-second timing saved those in the trench from 

death or injury.  

 

Alfred Victor Smith was awarded the Victoria Cross on the 3rd of March 1916. 

  

Alfred Victor Smith VC (22 July 1891 – 22 December 1915), known to his family as Victor, 

was an English recipient of the Victoria Cross, the highest and most prestigious award for 

gallantry in the face of the enemy that can be awarded to British and Commonwealth forces. 

Smith was 24 years old, and a second lieutenant in the 1/5th Battalion, East Lancashire 

Regiment, British Army on 22 December 1915 at Helles, Gallipoli, Ottoman Turkey during 

the First World War, and who died in action for which he was awarded the VC. His citation 

reads: 

For most conspicuous bravery. He was in the act of throwing a grenade when it slipped from 

his hand and fell to the bottom of the trench close to several officers and men. He immediately 

 
2 Notes from Surrey Constabulary History  
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Helles
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shouted a warning and jumped clear to safety. He then saw that the officers and men were 

unable to find cover and knowing that the grenade was due to explode at any moment, he 

returned and flung himself upon it. He was instantly killed by the explosion. His magnificent 

act of self-sacrifice undoubtedly saved many lives.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Victor_Smith - cite_note-2 

 

He is buried in Twelve Tree Copse Cemetery in the Gallipoli peninsula, although the precise 

location of his grave within the cemetery is not known.  He was also awarded a French Croix 

de Guerre. 

 

Alfred Victor Smith’s father was a Police officer and although Alfred was born in Guildford, 

the family moved several times in his youth, and Alfred sang as a boy chorister in St Albans 

Cathedral Choir. At 14 his father was appointed chief constable of Burnley, and they moved to 

the town, with Alfred completing his education at Burnley Grammar School. After leaving 

school he joined Blackpool Borough Police force. He is named on commemorative plaques 

within the former Burnley Grammar School, St Catherine's Church, Burnley, St Albans 

Cathedral, and the current Blackpool Police headquarters. 

In November 2015 a commemorative stone was unveiled in 

Guildford. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Victor_Smith - cite_note-6 

His VC, along with other items, is on display at the Towneley Hall museum in Burnley.[1] 

 

 

Frederick Charles Booth  was born in London on 6 March 1890 and at the 

age of 22 in 1912 he joined the British South African Police, which was 

attached to the Rhodesian Regiment in the First World War.  On 12 February 

1917 in Johannes Bruk, German East Africa, Sergeant Booth went forwards 

in thick scrub to rescue a wounded soldier, he then rallied the disorganised 

natives into order to defend their position. He had shown courage on many 

occasions, He was awarded the Victoria Cross for this action.  He also 

received the Distinguished Service Medal for Gallantry. He died in Brighton, England 14 Sept 

1960, aged 70. 

 

1925 October 8: 3 At the Dorking Police Court yesterday Captain Frederick Charles Booth 

VC summoned five servants employed at Effingham Lodge near Dorking the residence of his 

wife, and Inspector F. Lightfoot of the Surrey Constabulary for being concerned together in an 

assault upon him. Mrs Booth issued a cross summons against him for using threats. The Booths 

had separated and there had been cases before the high court. On September 17 Captain Booth 

went to Effingham Lodge, Surry, found the front door open, went in and sat in the sitting room. 

The chauffer entered the room and asked him to leave but Booth refused to do so until he had 

spoken with his wife. A maid then made a similar request and then another servant told Booth 

that if he did not leave the police would be called. Inspector Lightfoot arrived on the scene. 

 
3 Surrey Constabulary History notes 
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Mrs Booth entered the room and ordered Mr Booth to leave. Captain Booth warned them that 

if they touched him, he would summon them. Mrs Booth said if that were the case, she 

would pay their fines. Inspector Lightfoot is alleged to have said, “Yes, it is only a common 

assault. Go on, chuck him out.” A struggle ensued with Booth being forcibly removed by the 

chauffer, the cowman, groom and two gardeners assisted by the Inspector. The magistrates 

dismissed the summons and bound Captain Booth over in the sum of £50.  

 

Medal entitlement of Captain Frederick Booth - British South Africa Police, attached Rhodesia 

Native Regiment 

·       Victoria Cross 

·       Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) 

·       1914 - 15 Star 

·       British War Medal (1914-20) 

·       Victory Medal (1914-19) + MiD Oakleaf 

·       King George VI Coronation Medal (1937) 

·       Queen Elizabeth II Coronation Medal (1953) 

 

There's an indication that probably sometime in the 1930s Frederick Booth sent his Victoria 

Cross and campaign medals back to the Rhodesia Native Regiment in Salisbury, Rhodesia 

(now Harare, Zimbabwe) the regiment with which he was serving when he won his Victoria 

Cross. 

 

A member of the British South Africa Police Association, the organisation that Booth originally  

enlisted into in 1912, recollects a Victoria Cross group being displayed in the Regimental 

Institute of the British South Africa Police in Salisbury. There's a high possibility that this 

medal group could have been Frederick Booth's. 

 

Sergeant Booth was attached to the Rhodesia Native Regiment on its formation in 1916 and 

proceeded with it to East Africa, where on the 12th February 1917 he earned his Victoria 

Cross.  

 

For the award of the Victoria Cross [London Gazette, 8 June 1917], Johannesbruck, Near 

Songea, German East Africa, 12 February 1917, 1630 Sergeant Frederick Charles Booth, 

British South Africa Police, att'd Rhodesia Native Regiment. 

 

For most conspicuous bravery during an attack in thick bush on the enemy position. Under 

very heavy rifle fire, Sergeant Booth went forward alone and brought in a man who was 

dangerously wounded. Later he rallied native troops who were badly disorganised and brought 

them to the firing line. 

 

This NCO has on many previous occasions displayed the greatest bravery, coolness and 

resource in action, and has set a splendid example of pluck, endurance and determination. 
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King George V at Buckingham Palace invested Sergeant Frederick Booth with his Victoria 

Cross on 16th January 1918. 

 

For the award of the Distinguished Conduct Medal [London Gazette, 26 May 1917], German 

East Africa, 15 May 1917, 1630 Sergeant Frederick Charles Booth, British South Africa Police, 

att'd Rhodesia Native Regiment. For conspicuous gallantry on many occasions. Booth showed 

a splendid example of courage and good leadership, inspiring confidence in his men. He twice 

carried despatches through enemy lines. 

 

Shortly after Frederick Booth was awarded his Distinguished Conduct Medal he was wounded 

and was invalided out of East Africa. In October 1917 he was recommended for a permanent 

commission in the regular army and left in November for Britain. On 13th February 1918 he 

was discharged from the Rhodesia Native Regiment on appointment to a permanent 

commission in the Middlesex Regiment with the rank of captain. Booth later transferred to the 

Reserve of Officers, remaining thus until he reached the age of liability to recall on 16th April 

1939. 

Frederick Booth died on the 14th September 1960, aged 70, at the Red Cross Convalescent 

Hospital for Officers, Percival Terrace, Brighton, East Sussex. He's buried in the Bear Road 

Cemetery (Red Cross Section).  

 

A little off message but the following may be of interest. Captain Frederick Charles Booth VC 

who was ejected from his wife’s house The Lodge, Effingham by her servants including the 

chauffeur, groom and gardener and was subsequently bound over for twelve months by 

Dorking Magistrates on a summons of issuing threats towards Mr Booth, has been an inmate 

of the Dorking workhouse. He was admitted on a relieving officer’s order. He appeared to be 

destitute. The Board of Guardians considered his case and told him he must take his discharge. 

Captain Booth in an interview said that he did not know why the guardians had taken this 

course. “I am destitute. I have only one farthing in my pocket. The guardian told me they do 

not want me there and that I am to clear off.  

 

 

James Ernest Newland  was born in Victoria, Australia on 22 August 1881 

and saw military service during the 2nd Boer War (1899-1901) then remained 

in the militia until he joined the Tasmanian Police in 1907.  He rejoined the 

permanent forces in 1910 and on the outbreak of war in 1914 he was promoted 

to Captain and served in many areas including Gallipoli. On the night of 7/8 

April 1917 his battalion was tasked with leading an attack on Boursies near 

Cambrai in France. His battalion came under heavy fire with many casualties. He rallied his 

men and under sustained attack his men were able to hold their position over a long period.  

For his conspicuous bravery and leadership he was awarded the Victoria Cross.  He was 

wounded several times during the war.  When discharged he returned to Australia, and died 

there on 19 March 1949 aged 67. 
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Charles Pope was born in the East End of London in 1883 and he joined the 

London Metropolitan Police on 2 July 1906, but left on 17 December 1910 when 

he emigrated to Australia. He enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force on 31 

August 1915.  He was soon promoted to 2nd Lieutenant and on 15 April 1917 

he was in charge of a piquet post when the enemy attacked. Overwhelmed by 

superior forces, he and his men charged the enemy, and later his body and those 

of many of his men were found among eighty enemy dead.  He was awarded a 

posthumous Victoria Cross.  

 

Robert James Bye  was born on 12 December 1889 and was a sergeant in the 

Welsh Guards, when on 31st July 1917, during an attack on enemy held 

blockhouses  he showed great initiative and led an attack which resulted in the 

eventual securing of the objective and also capturing a number of prisoners. For 

this he was awarded the Victoria Cross.  After the war, he moved to Nottingham 

to work as a coal miner.  On the outbreak of World War 2 he served in the Home 

Guard, and also became a War Reserve Constable (described as temporary 

police constable)    He died 23 August 1962 aged 71. 

Robert Gordon McBeath  was born in 1898, and at the age of 19 he was a 

lance corporal in the Seaforth Highlanders, when on 20 November 1917 during 

the battle of Cambrai he volunteered to deal with a machine gun nest. He then, 

with the assistance of a tank, drove all the gunners to ground, and captured 

three German officers and 30 men. For this outstanding action he was awarded 

the Victoria Cross. He emigrated to Canada after the war and joined the Vancouver City Police 

Dept in 1921.  On 9 October 1922 with another officer, they stopped and arrested a man for 

drunk driving. While taking him to the police station, he pulled out a gun, and shot both 

officers.  This officer died, his colleague survived. He was just 23 years old. 

 

John McAuley was born in Kinghorn, Fife on 27 December 1888 and after a 

spell as a miner he joined the Glasgow City Police in 1911.  At the outbreak 

of WW1, he joined the Scots Guards.  He was promoted to Sergeant  and on 

27 November 1917, when all his officers had become casualties, he took 

command of the battalion. He then by skilful and bold use of the weapons 

available to him, he repulsed an enemy attack.  He also carried his mortally 

wounded commanding officer to safety.  For these actions he was awarded the 

Victoria Cross.  After the war, he returned to the Glasgow City Police, and eventually retired 

with the rank of Inspector in 1948, after 37 years of service. He died on 14 January 1956 aged  

68. 
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John Alexander Christie  was born on 14 May 1895 in North London and 

joined the army on the outbreak of WW1. On 21/22 December 1917 at Fejja, 

Palestine, after their position had been captured, the enemy made a 

counterattack. L/Corporal Christie took a number of hand grenades and went 

along a communications trench and threw the bombs, causing the 

counterattack to stop, so that the position was secured, and many allied lives 

saved.  He was awarded the Victoria Cross.  During WW2. He joined the 

Cheshire Constabulary Specials and was later promoted to Sergeant.  He also 

received the Specials Long Service Medal and Bar.  He died in 1967 aged 72. 

 

Frederick George Coppins was born in Kent on 25 October 1889, and joined 

the Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent) Regiment before emigrating to Canada. 

He enlisted in the Canadian Forces during WW1, and was a Corporal on 9 

August 1918 when his platoon came under heavy machine gun fire. The platoon 

was pinned down, so he called for volunteers, and with four men he rushed 

directly at the machine gun emplacement. Although the four men with him 

were killed, he reached the objective, and although wounded, killed four of the 

enemy and took four prisoners.  He was awarded the Victoria Cross. After the war he returned 

to Winnipeg and enlisted as a Special Constable during the Winnipeg General Srike, during 

which he was pulled off his horse and severely beaten.  He died on 20 March 1963 aged 74. 

 

George Onions  was born on 2 March 1883 in Bilston, Staffordshire, and 

enlisted with the 3rd Hussars, and later he was commissioned into the Rifle 

Brigade in 1916.  However, due to a breach of regulations, he was cashiered 

out of the army, but later re-enlisted into the Devonshire Regiment as a private. 

On 22 August 1918 lance corporal Onions and another soldier were sent to 

locate the remainder of the battalion. They encountered the enemy in thick fog, 

and opened fire from the flank, surprising the enemy, who surrendered.  He took 200 prisoners, 

and for this action he received the Victoria Cross.  After the war he joined the Royal Irish 

Constabulary – Auxiliary Division.  He died on 2 April 1944 in a motoring crash aged 61. 

 

James Bulmer Johnson    was born in Northumberland on 28 January 1881. 

He joined the Royal Horse Guards in October 1914, and soon rose to 2nd 

Lieutenant, when on 14 October 1918, he was in charge of a platoon, when 

they were under continual attack by the enemy for some 6 hours.  When 

ordered to retire from the position, he was the last to leave, carrying out a 

wounded soldier.  He then went back on three further occasions to carry out 

wounded men.  For this he was awarded the Victoria Cross.   After the war he 

joined the Royal Irish Constabulary -Auxiliary Division.  In May 1921 he was 

the victim of an armed street robbery.  In 1939  he worked in the army recruiting officer. He 

died on 23 March 1943 aged 62 

 

As you will note, five of these V.C. recipients were police officers before their military service 

and returned to the police after the war, but there were many other officers who, having 
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completed military service, and having been awarded the Victoria Cross, then wore the uniform 

of a police officer, and were able to proudly wear the ribbon of the Victoria Cross on their 

police uniform, along with their campaign medals. When I had the idea of researching how 

many police officers had been awarded the Victoria Cross, I expected to find no more than two 

or three.  I was aware of John McAulay from previous research but was pleasantly surprised to 

discover all these others. 

 

J Peter Farmery Metropolitan Police (1958-1986) 

 

 


