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Mount Browne in the early 1960s 

 

Peter Wickens: When I worked in Training from 1965, the garden between the 

Main House and the Training Classroom still existed. You will see that a pathway 

goes over the middle of the garden. This was 'out of bounds' to students. The 

garden path was for training staff who would leave the classroom with the 

students but, by walking through the garden, were always first in the queue for 

coffee and lunch in the canteen! 

 

 

Tony Forward: I lived at 1 Munstead View (the left of the houses top left) from 

November 1963 to October 1965 and things were similar to the photo except that 

the two newish buildings in the centre of the photo were not there.  I think one 

was temporary accommodation for the Control Room and the other was the Cedar 

Bar.  I think that they had been moved out of the main building to make way for 

the Operations Wing that was planned to have a new control room and bar.  The 

ground floor was planned for crime bureau etc.  I am unable to suggest a date.  I 

was stationed at HQ from April 1970 to August 1972 and the Operation wing had 

been built because I had an office in it.  It was after I retired in September 1987 

that the gymnasium was added. 
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An interesting point from the early days - entering the main building by the back 

door, the first door on the left led into the kitchen (later ACC's secretaries 

office).  There was a hatch on the far wall, opposite the doors to the small 

conference room, that was then 'other ranks' dining room and diners collected 

their meals from that hatch.  The Schofield room was then the senior officers' 

dining room and doubled for conferences.  I am unable to date any of the changes. 

 

The buildings on the left of the picture were stables for the private home but were 

converted to classrooms by the time I joined as a cadet in September 1955. Later, 

a roof was put over them and it became HQ garage.  Later, when HQ Garage 

moved to Shalford, it became uniform and stationery stores with a plan drawing 

office in the part at the front. 

 

While not being able to put a date on the photo, your correspondent might find 

this history lesson interesting. 

 

The Late PC Roy Coole - Sandgate 
 

Tony Suter 

 

Our late colleague Roy Coole's widow has passed to me a postcard that she found when having 

a 'sort out'. Posted in 1957 it is in remarkable condition. The picture on the front is that of 

Sandgate DPTC, which brings back memories. Fifty-six years ago, on Sunday, 27 October 

1968, I arrived for my 13-week initial course.  This was the first of a two-year experiment when 

the clocks didn't go back an hour.   

 

The card is addressed to Roy when he was at RMP Aldershot and from a former RMP who was 

advising him a bit about early life in the Police. The card is from a PC 122 Henry Toft.  Marilyn 

is wondering what happened to Henry. 

 

 Richard Callaghan RMP Museum: I have found a LCpl D H Toft who passed out from Squad 

423 in 1953 which would be in the right timescale. 

 

 
1957 RMP Journal 
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It is likely PC Toft was Brighton Borough. 
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1972 Surrey Constabulary Rugby 

 

 
 

Not in the order on the photograph, Lambert, Roberts, Tunn Clarke, Milner, Rodgers, 

Pietrusiwicz, Drabble, Heborn, James, Langley, Napthine, Mundell, Fisher, Roberts, Hanks, 

Baldry, James. 

 

 
 

HMI Sir Stanley Barratt visit Farnham 1979/1980 ish. Noel Hogan, Phil Dunford and PS Linda 

Isaac and Ian Henderson 
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Surrey Constabulary Addlestone Football. Taken in early 1970's when they played in 

Kingston Wednesday league. Runners up medal 1970/71season. 

 

 

Awarded Freedom of the Borough of Surrey Heath  
  

Long retired PS Ken Clark has spent many an hour of his retirement researching and writing 

the history of Camberley and district. Ken has researched local police history including the 

response of the Surrey Constabulary to a murder and attempted murder. 

 

 
 

The Mayor of Surrey Heath, Councillor Sarbie Kang said, “The Freedom of the Borough is the 

highest civic recognition we can bestow, and it is my great privilege to confer this honour." Mr 

Ken Clarke received the award in recognition of his public service to the borough as a police 

officer, and as a local historian for his work to promote the history of Surrey Heath”. 
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Full story  https://www.surreyheath.gov.uk/news/2024/council-confers-honorary-freedom-

borough 
 

 

Godalming Association – Felon’s Society 
Part 1 of 3 

 
The original register is retained in the Surrey History Centre Archives at Woking 

 

Surrey Constabulary History photo reference  (SCH3709) 

 

 

Transcription undertaken by Robert Bartlett, Jennifer Tuffs, Jean Pelham, Henry 

Pelham, with help from Robert Simonson,  Surrey History Centre November 2024 

 
 

What was the Felon’s Association? 

 
The Godalming Felons’ Association was formed in 1796 over 50 years before the introduction 

of the Surrey Constabulary and more than 30 years before the Metropolitan Police. They had 

no formal or legalistic role in law enforcement acting more akin to an insurance against 

depredation with each member paying an annual subscription forming a fund used to pay the 

costs of rewards and prosecution. They may have been non statutory bodies, but the rules and 

regulations of various associations across the country appear very similar. In those times, 

victims met all the costs of any investigation and prosecution. The Association encouraged 

prosecution by meeting those costs, always insisting members prosecute where appropriate. 

Even the most minor of crimes were placed before the courts.  

 

This era in the rural county is where policing was the preserve of the parish constable, most in 

the role for a year, unpaid, untrained and exposed to all manner of risks, supervised by working 

https://www.surreyheath.gov.uk/news/2024/council-confers-honorary-freedom-borough
https://www.surreyheath.gov.uk/news/2024/council-confers-honorary-freedom-borough
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closely and under the authority of, a local magistrate. There were some cases at the time the 

Godalming association was formed, very few it seems, dealt with summarily by the magistrate 

but most appear to have been committed to the quarter sessions or assizes.  

 

This was also the time of Union Hall situated in Southwark south of the Thames, a magistrates’ 

court with six men known as police officers the senior man a chief constable. The court had 

responsibility for investigating serious crime in the whole of Surrey. They were detectives 

before the term was invented. They worked to and were guided by magistrates at Union Hall 

to whom county magistrates in serious cases deferred as being the experienced professional 

justices. They dealt with more criminal cases in a day than probably most rural magistrates 

dispensed in a year! Union Hall closed in 1839 superseded by the ten-year veterans of the 

Metropolitan Police. There is evidence from the Godalming minute book that there were 

attempts by the committee of the Association to involve the Metropolitan Police in an 

investigation, enquiring as to the costs of sending an active (code for detective) officer to help 

with an arson investigation. Frustratingly these hares are raised but the outcomes are not 

recorded in the minute book! It is likely that the Felons Associations across the county 

continued once the Surrey Constabulary was in place (they frequently did as dinner clubs) but 

to date no record of the relationship has been found. 

 

It was a coming together of the great and the good across the country to form Associations 

developing relationships with local magistrates, even acting as prosecutors on behalf of the 

victim at the Assizes and Sessions. If there was any complexity the Association would decide 

if counsel were to be employed and costs met. The Associations were not there to right social 

injustice or counter class domination by landowners and aristocrats but had a narrow focus on 

criminal prosecution to reduce the general threat of crime. Members were also shopkeepers, 

owners of businesses and tradesmen. Many reverend gentlemen took on the role of magistrate 

which must at time have brought confusion over roles and responsibilities. 
 

A crime when committed was reported to the local magistrate or possibly direct to the parish 

constable. The constable would undertake an investigation reporting to the magistrate and if 

serious enough the magistrate would commit the alleged criminal to Quarter Sessions or the 

Assizes. The possibly significant costs associated with the investigation, rewards, wanted 

posters, detection, arrest, committal and transport to the prison were met in many but not all 

cases by the Association.  

 

In some cases where it benefitted members, local poor victims unable to afford the subscription 

were helped with the costs. It may be that members of the Association benefitted if a local 

repeat offender was committing nuisance crimes or if travelling criminals were plaguing the 

poor of the villages and putting at risk the property of the better off. It is likely that victims 

who were not part of the Association, and where there was a reluctance to become involved, 

just bore the loss from the crime moving on making numbers of crime reporting to the 

magistrate or in the press, unreliable. 
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The association was almost a grand jury in that the committee decided if there was sufficient 

evidence to support a prosecution which may already be underway following a committal by a 

magistrate. In the 1820s the minutes record that the committee of the Association received 

depositions from magistrates and decided if there was a chance of a guilty verdict thereupon 

agreeing a prosecution. 

 

Obviously, the Godalming area, or Hundred as it was known, the ancient sub-division of the 

county was very rural. Large towns had populations of five thousand and the villages were 

small self-contained units where everything was common knowledge and criminals would be 

known and passing strangers immediately recognised. There was great hardship during the 

Napoleonic wars exacerbated following victory with so many men discharged from the army 

and navy without any means of support. Thefts from the fields and of fowl were the most 

common offences but the Swing riots of the 1830s and the hungry times of the 1840s brought 

arson by the aggrieved and even burglary not always of the wealthy. The poor man who left 

his home to work the fields left exposed his few possessions and food to passing criminals. 

Arson attacks were infrequent but often a serious loss of property and livelihood brought on by 

some local sensitivity. 

 

Poaching was always treated seriously by the landowners and their army of gamekeepers. 

Violence was not unusual and included murder usually following attempts to detain suspects 

many of whom were armed. There were in some areas up to the 1840s relics of a barbaric age, 

the use of huge metal man traps, snapping shut, destroying the limbs of a luckless poacher. 

 

The Hundred of Godalming is best imagined as the old Godalming Surrey Constabulary sub-

division from Hindhead, Haslemere to Chiddingfold, Compton, Thursley, Bramley and of 

course Godalming itself. The borders of the Godalming hundred came up against other 

associations such as Guildford (Stoke), Shere, which then bordered the Beare Green 

association. 

 

In England there could have been as many as 4,000  associations between 1750 and 1850 with 

most flourishing between 1800 and 1840. They began to decline once local authorities raised 

their own police forces under the Lighting and Watching legislation of 1833. Prosecution 

associations typically met once a year for a general meeting involving all members of the 

society although smaller meetings of the committee were held to seek authority to mount a 

prosecution, in effect spend money from the association funds. The meetings were occasions 

for sorting out the finances of the association, ensuring subscriptions were up-to-date, and for 

paying out rewards to informers and expenses to those members who had pursed a prosecution. 

Meetings were important because prosecution associations relied on cooperation between 

members. Information had to be rapidly disseminated.1 And there was always the lunch before 

the AGM – you paid for the meal even if you did not attend! 

 

 
1 Prosecution Associations in Industrial Revolution England: Private Providers of Public Goods? Mark Koyama, 

Department of Economics and Related Studies, University of York . Internet undated 
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The final meetings in 1844 are recorded in this volume  are just that. The volume is full, with 

no indication that the association was going to be disbanded. So, somewhere there is or was 

volume two.  

 

The influence of the Associations probably began to wane with the formation of the borough 

police in Godalming in January 1836. This was a micro force formed under the Municipal 

Corporation Act 1835,  of two men who developed a reputation as thief takers, particularly 

William Biddlecombe. (The number of officers increased to a head constable and two first 

Class constables, a night watch and several special constables sworn in each year to assist in 

maintaining order. It does seem that new institutions were formed without removing the 

existing structures so there is little doubt that confusion and rivalry, particularly for reward 

money, existed between the new police and the parish constables.  

 

Godalming Borough was to have its own magistrate’s court as from 1847 and during its first 

year to end of 1848 dealt with 63 cases involving 87 prisoners. In 1851 Godalming was 

amalgamated within the new Surrey Constabulary but this was unsuccessful and in 1858 re-

established its own police. 

 

There is more to be done to trace the records of the Association especially its latter years and 

reasons for its demise. 

Introduction  

 

It is possible that these records have not received careful attention for over 200 years. This 

work is not a line-by-line transcription, page by page, of the register in that some of the entries 

are conflated as they are repetitious of previous entries i.e.  meetings, who was present and 

some routine recording. However, it is accurate and great care taken clearly identifying where 

the handwriting made accurate transcription impossible. If anything has been added it is within 

parentheses with the warning “Note.” 
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There were about 150 pages needing transcription. 

 

 
Some pages require more careful study 

Each double page has a reference such as (SCH3710). Surrey Constabulary History photograph 

number 3710.  This is the number of the photograph of two opposing pages taken at the Surrey 
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History Centre and the document then copied by the transcribers. The first minute book of the 

Association starts in 1796, finishing in 1844 without explanation, no record made of why the 

Association was ceasing. Maybe it did not, a new minute book started but now lost. More 

research needs to be undertaken. You open one door and find several more doors inside!  

 

The articles of association were drawn up and agreed on 13 April 1796 to raise a fund to 

prosecute Felons, Thieves and Receivers of Stolen Goods and to pay rewards on their 

conviction. (SCH 3710} 

 

It was agreed that an annual meeting would be held at the Angel Inn, Godalming. All the 

members present or not would one shilling towards the expenses of the dinner and liquor so 

that absent members would be on the same footing with those present. A treasurer would be 

appointed who would report to the annual meeting and account for all the monies. (SCH 3710) 

Likewise a clerk would be appointed to keep account of all monies received, keep a record of 

the meetings and ensure each member pays 6d at every annual meeting. (SCH 3711) Each 

member shall pay 3 score shillings and 6d the further sum of two shillings and six pence at 

every annual meeting until the stock shall amount to fifty pounds after which all payments will 

cease. When it reaches the level of thirty pounds all members will pay the sum of two shillings 

and six pence annually until there is £50 and so on. Must live within the Hundred of Godalming 

and no person be admitted beyond 200 members after which only by ballot of members at the 

annual meeting. 

 

Any member of the Society that is robbed or defrauded of his property (except by gaming) 

shall inform the clerk immediately, who will immediately give notice to five or more members 

of the society the majority of whom will determine whether the offender or offenders shall be 

prosecuted and shall seek payment of expenses from the treasurer at the next annual meeting. 

The widow of  a deceased member shall be entitled to the benefits of the society  until the next 

annual meeting. (SCH 3712) 

 

Reasonable expenses towards the costs of a prosecution even is as yet unapproved by members, 

may be paid by the treasurer at the next annual meeting.  

 

Benefits shall extend to members and “persons of members” wherever dispersed, but not to 

property out of the county of Surrey. Non-payment of membership costs or refusal to conform 

to the articles, membership shall cease.  

 

If stock (cash) at any time is insufficient to pay the expenses members will at the next annual 

meeting pay a sum agreed by the majority at the meeting to make good the deficiency. Any 

member shall compromise any felony or theft or any other offences shall forfeit subscription 

money and be excluded from the Society.  

 

For the discovery of offenders, the following rewards may be offered (not to members of the 

Society) to those informers against accomplices or anyone else who gives information.  
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A reward if five guineas on the conviction of any person or persons wilfully murdering any 

member of this Society breaking into, robbing any house or building, stealing or maiming any 

horse beast sheep or other cattle belonging to any member of this society or stopping abusing 

any member on the highway or wilfully maliciously setting fire to any house or building stacks 

of corn or hay on any other property belonging to a member of this Society. (SCH 3712) 

 

A reward of three guineas on conviction for stealing corn, hay, hop polls, fish, fowl, (SCH 

3712 then SCH 3713) iron, led or such like or privately stealing goods in shops or receiving 

goods knowing them to be stolen, belonging to any member of the Society. 

 

A reward of one guinea on conviction of any person stealing wood, beat, turnips, garden stuff, 

fruit. Or cutting trees on underwoods, pulling of hedges, breaking gates, rails or fences or such 

like, property belonging to members of the Society or committing any other such felony or 

misdemeanour against any member of the Society.  

 

(SCH 3714) Meeting Angel Inn Godalming Thursday 27 October 1796. In the chair Edmund 

Baxter, Robert Moline, William Hull, William Trigg, Thomas Grant, William Lee. Mr. John 

Willis had acted as clerk and was paid 3 shillings for his trouble in executing the office of clerk. 

 

It was ordered that 100 hand bills be printed and stuck up offering a reward of three guineas 

paid by the society in addition to any reward offered by David Simmonds for the apprehension 

of those who stole five geese on the night of Saturday 22 or early Sunday morning 23 from out 

of the pond on the premises of Mr. Simmonds.  

 

General Meeting at the Angel Godalming 4 January 1797. Present: In the chair Thomas 

Smyth, Robert Moline, Arthur Winkworth, George Enticknap, Thomas Penfold, William Hull, 

George Stovold, Thomas Cook, William Keen, Thomas Tewsley. George Legg, John Burdock, 

Daniel Simmonds, Henry Hoad, Thomas Grant, John Sweetapple, William Ireland, Richard 

Smyth, William Mallory (?), John Woods.  

 

It is ordered that the clerk make the necessary enquiries about the prosecution by Daniel Spicer 

of Catteshall against John Collyer who has been committed to gaol for stealing bees and that 

he makes a report to the members on (SCH 3714) (SCH 3715) the next meeting to determine 

the extent of their assistance in defraying expenses. Next meeting Angel Inn, 18 January at four 

in the afternoon. 

 

Meeting Angel Inn 18 January, In the chair Thomas Smyth, John Whitbourne, John 

Sweetapple, Robert Moline, William Andrews, Arthur Winkworth, Frederick Winkworth. 

 

It is ordered that in case Daniel Spicer shall not be allowed the whole of his charges and 

expenses and for his time in prosecuting John Collyer for bee stealing by the judge he shall be 

allowed such reasonable sum out of the stock of this society as shall appear to the subscribers 

to be present at the meeting to be convened (?) for the purpose sufficient to make good the 

deficiency (SCH 3715). 
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Meeting of the Society Red Lion Inn, Godalming Monday 17 April 1797. In the chair Mr. 

Edmund Baxter, William Greentree, Richard Smyth, Frederick Winkworth, John Whitbourne, 

Arthur Winkworth, Henry Newman, Thomas Haselden (?), Richard Haydon, George 

Enticknap, Henry Holland, Robert Marshall. 

 

Ordered 200 hand bills be printed and stuck up offering five guineas reward from the Society 

and five pounds reward from John Whitbourne for stealing at Binscombe, a wether sheep, 

overnight 15/16 April. Such reward to be paid upon conviction.  

 

(SCH 3716) Annual Meeting the Angel, Godalming Wednesday 1 April 1797. In the chair 

Thomas Smyth and 23 members – names listed. Accounts of Thomas Cook the treasurer 

examined and allowed.  

 

Ordered those £5 11 shillings and 8 pence be allowed towards the expenses of the prosecution 

of John Collyer at the last Lent Assizes for bee stealing. 

 

Anyone not being a member of the Society is robbed or defrauded except by gaming, cannot 

meet the expense of a prosecution because of poverty the clerk of the Society to be informed 

and notice given of a general meeting of the members where the majority can agree to a 

prosecution. 

 

Thomas Cook to be treasurer for the coming year and Thomas Blunt clerk. 

 

(SCH 3717) Meeting Angel Godalming 14 June 1797 Thomas Smyth in the chair and eight 

members listed as attendees. Ordered that a prosecution be commenced at next Guildford 

Quarter Sessions Thomas Baker now in custody for stealing a leather headed halter in the parish 

of St Nicholas, Guildford property Richard Balchin 29 May last. 

 

Meeting 1 day of November 1797 in the chair Richard Smyth with six-members present. 

Ordered 100 hand bills to be printed and stuck up in different places offering a reward of five 

guineas paid by the Society in addition to five guineas agreed to be paid by Mr. James Tuesley 

upon conviction. Stolen a fat wether sheep 29 October. 

 

(SCH 3718) Meeting Angel Inn 9 November 1797 in the chair, Mr. George Enticknap and six 

members. One hundred hand bills to be printed and posted, five guineas reward from the 

Society in addition to five guineas paid by Mr. William Lee for the prosecution and conviction 

of burglars of a barn in Godalming in late November who stole seven bushels of grey peas and 

three hemp sacks marked W Lee. 

 

Meeting14 March 1798 in the chair Richard Haydon and seven members. Ordered  that a 

prosecution be commenced at the ensuing assizes for the county of Surrey against James Hill 

in custody for stealing one Brass ? Cock at Busbridge property  of  Henry Hare Townsend esq., 

The clerk to attend such prosecution but no counsel to be employed. 
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(SCH 3719) Annual meeting Angel Inn 20 April 1798 in the chair Thomas Smyth and 31 

members – listed. 

 

John Marshall the constable for his time in going to Shamley Green to apprehend James Hill 

for stealing a brass (?) cock from Henry Hare Townsend esq., 7 shillings 6 pence and for his 

expenses 9/6 9 in all 17. 

 

That John Chitty for his time in the above prosecution £5 7 3d, 

 

That the clerk be allowed for his charges and expenses on the same prosecution. 

 

That Edward Hipplewight be allowed 2/6 yearly for sticking up the rewards and advertisements 

for this society and be paid 5/ for the last two years. 

 

That the clerk be allowed £1.19 1d for his bill on the prosecution of Thomas Baker for stealing 

a halter from Mr. Richard Balchin. 

 

Mr. Thomas Cook be appointed treasurer and Thomas Blunt clerk for the year ending. 

 

(SCH 3720) Meeting Angel 2 July 1798. John Smallpiece in the chair with seven members. 

 

Ordered that James Compton to lodge a complaint and information against William Buckwood 

and June the wife of (?) Reynolds for stealing two trusses and some loose oat straw the property 

of James Compton in the parish of St Nicholas in Guildford the result to be made known at a 

future meeting. 

 

Meeting Angel Inn 13 February 1799 chair Thomas Smyth and five members. Ordered that a 

prosecution be commenced against the soldiers of the Light Dragoons who stand committed 

for the robbing the servants of Mr. Richard Balchin near long pond on 1 February and that 

counsel be employed if considered necessary. 

 

(SCH 3721) Meeting Angel Inn 20 February 1799 James Tickner in chair with 6 named 

members. Ordered that John Becks and James Chalton be summoned before the magistrates to 

answer the complaint of William Evershed for hedge breaking. 

 

Meeting Angel Inn 13 March 1799 in the chair Mr. Robert Moline with four members, who 

ordered immediately an advertisement be published offering a reward of three guineas in 

addition to five guineas to be paid by John Woods of Rake for the apprehension of persons 

who stole a quantity of hop poles from out of the garden of Mr. John Woods in Godalming 

between 9 and 11 instant. To be paid on conviction. 

 

(SCH 3722) Annual Meeting Angel Inn, Godalming 19 April 1799. Thomas Smith in the 

chair with 35 members present. The following gentlemen were admitted as members, James 
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Arnold, Matthew Whitmore, Thomas Woodham, Thomas Bowler, Richard Lucas. Nine 

members formed a committee for auditing and settling the year’s accounts. The accounts of 

Thomas Cook the treasurer were agreed and allowed.  

 

It was agreed that the widows or the successors being one of the family of deceased member 

may continue membership on paying the same amounts as the deceased would have paid. 

 

(SCH 3723) Ordered to pay a bill from William Russell 16 shillings for printing, two shillings 

and sixpence to the cryer and three guineas for rewards. 

 

Ordered 100 bills to be printed to be stuck up throughout the hundred publishing rewards paid 

within the last year (?) by the society and the convictions on which such rewards were allowed 

and also the convictions of the two privates of the Seventh Dragoons at the last Kingston 

Assizes for a highway robbery and the rewards obtained on such convictions.  

 

That Tomas Cook be appointed Treasurer for the Society for the year ensuing. Mr Thomas 

Blunt be appointed Clerk for the coming year. 

 

(SCH 3724) Meeting at the house of Mr. Richard Haydon, present in the chair Richard Haydon 

and five members. Ordered that a prosecution be immediately commenced against Benjamin 

Hillier late of Haslemere for stealing a gate the property of Elizabeth Holden (?) in Haslemere. 

 

Ordered that a general meeting of the Society be called for 27 instant to consider the 

prosecution of Benjamin Hillier for felonies committed by him on the property of Richard 

Mercer and Elizabeth Holden of Haslemere not being members of the Society and not being in 

circumstances to prosecute themselves. 

 

General meeting of the Society Angel Inn, Godalming 17 November 1799 Thomas Smyth in 

the chair with 17 members (listed) present. It was ordered that a prosecution be undertaken 

against Benjamin Hillier at the next Lent Assizes for two felonies (SCH 3725) committed by 

him on Mrs Elizabeth Holden of Haslemere a member of the Society. In addition, prosecution 

of two felonies at the next Assizes for alleged offences committed against Richard Mercer and 

Elizabeth Holden two persons of the parish of Haslemere they not being in circumstances to 

prosecute for themselves. 

 

Meeting of the Society Angel Inn 8 January 1800 in the chair Thomas Smyth with 18 

members present (listed). There not being time to call a general meeting prior to the next 

meeting of the quarter sessions of the peace.  (SCH3726) Meeting to determine that a 

prosecution be commenced against Elizabeth Quennell at the next quarter sessions for stealing 

overnight Sunday/Monday 6th Instant from the dwelling house of George Osborne, one tuck 

apron, one handkerchief and a common prayer book property of Sarah Withall. 

 

Meeting 20 January 1800 Richard Haydon in the chair with 12 named members present. 

Ordered 50 large handbills and two hundred smaller ones advertising a reward of 100 guineas 
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to anyone giving information on the malicious fire to Mr. Molines barley rick in the evening 

of Sunday last – reward paid on conviction and is in addition to any reward offered by this 

Society. 

 

(SCH 3727) Meeting of the Society Angel Inn, Godalming 27 February 1800 in the chair 

Richard Haydon and 5 other members – listed. Ordered 100 handbills be immediately printed 

and circulated offering a reward of five guineas to be paid by Mr. Daniel Simmonds of 

Hurtmore in addition to the five guineas offered by the Society for the conviction who on the 

night of the 20th instant killed and carried away fat wether sheep the property of Daniel 

Simmonds from out of a field in the parish of Compton. Signed R. Haydon 

 

Annual Meeting of the Society Angel Inn, Godalming Friday 18 April 1800. Mr. William 

Hammond (?) and 39 members – names listed. An auditing committee was agreed. Ordered 

that when any person who shall have been a member of this society shall change the place of 

his or her residence and shall reside not of the Hundred of Godalming such person may on 

keeping his or her subscriptions regularly paid be continued a member of the protection of his 

or her person or property out of the hundred. 

 

(SCH 3728) Ordered that Mr. Blunt’s Bill on the prosecution against Benjamin Hillier be 

allowed £21. 11s 8d. 

 

That Thomas White’s Bill on the same be allowed £1.16s 6d. 

That Richard Edgar’s Bill on the same be allowed £2.11s 6d. 

That John Billingshurst’s Bill on the same be allowed £1.18s 6d. 

That Elizabeth Hoad’s Bill on the same be allowed £7. 17s 6d. 

That Elizabeth Holden’s Bill on the same be allowed £1.10s 0d. 

That Ann Mercer’s Bill on the same be allowed £1.10s 0d. 

That Mr. John Tewsley’s Bill on the prosecution of Eliz Quennell be allowed £2.4s od. 

That Mr. Russell’s Bill for printing for the last ? be allowed £2.7s 6d. 

That Edward Hipplewhite be allowed 2/6d for sticking bills in the last year. 

That one guinea reward be paid to Edward James (?) informant against Eliza Brummell  the 

younger and against Noah Brummell the younger for stealing from the field of Mr. John (?). 

and the treasurer do pay the same respectively. 

 

Ordered that 100 Bills be printed offering a reward of five guineas to be paid by the society for 

apprehending the person who in the night16th or early in the morning of the 17th,of this instant, 

broke into the barn Of Mr. John Whitehorn in the parish of Compton and stealing therein10 

bushels of oats and two sacks and a further reward of ten guineas to be paid by John Whitehorn 

on the conviction of the offenders or the receivers knowing them to have been stolen. 

 

Ordered the meeting be adjourned to Friday 2 May at Hide (?) House and that  Mr. William 

Hammond, Mr. William Secrett, Mr. Richard Moline, Mr. Arthur Winkworth, Mr. William 

Evershed, Mr. Frederick Winkworth, Mr. John Whitherson (?), Mr. John Sweetapple, Mr. 

James Neale, Mr. James(?) Tickner and Mr. Thomas Blount or any five of them be on a 
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committee for examining the accounts and on including (?) the business unfinished at this 

meeting. Signed W. Hammond Chairman.  

 

(SCH 3729) Meeting of the Society, Angel Inn Godalming 26 April 1800 present Robert 

Moline in the chair with 5 named members. Ordered that 100 hand bills be immediately printed 

and stuck up offering a reward of 15 guineas to be paid by Mr. James Tickner of Milford in 

addition to 5 guineas reward by the Society to be paid on conviction of the offender who on 

the night of Friday 25th or early in the morning 26th, feloniously stole killed and carried away 

one lamb property James Tickner from out of a field in the parish of Witley. 

 

At the annual meeting held by adjournment at the Angel Inn, Godalming 2 May 1800, William 

Hammond in the chair with six named members. Minutes of the last meeting approved, 

Treasurer’s accounts examined and passed leaving in balance £13 4s in the hands of the 

Treasurer. Signed W Hammond, Chairman. 

 

(SCH 3730) Meeting 10 July 1800 of the Society at the Angel Inn, Godalming Edmund Baxter 

in the chair with 5 named members. Ordered 100 hand bills be immediately printed and stuck 

up offering a reward of five guineas to be paid by Mr. William Ireland in addition to the reward 

of five guineas offered by the Society on the conviction who in the night 29th or early in the 

morning on Monday 30 June stole and took away mare (?) property of Mr. Ireland from out of 

a grass field at Milford End in the parish of Witley. The description of the mare is as follows – 

A stout cross grey mare, three years, fifteen hands high with a white stroke down he face and 

small spots of white upon her sides a swish tail and lately blisters on both hind legs. Signed E 

Baxter. 

 

At a meeting of the Society at The Angel, Godalming 13 July 1800 Mr. William Evershed (?) 

in the chair with ten named members present. Ordered that a prosecution be commenced  at the 

next assizes against William Parson alias Parsons for stealing on the 16th instance (dates are 

inconsistent) one silver tablespoon from the property of Richard Balchin of Catherine Hill still 

his master and that no counsel be employed.  

 

Ordered that a prosecution be commenced at the next assizes against John Wilkins for 

burglariously  breaking and entering the dwellinghouse of Frederick Winkworth of Enton in 

the night of the 20th instant and stealing one silver watch the property of Henry Newman and 

that no counsel be employed. 

 

(SCH3731) At a meeting of this Society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Saturday the 

8 November 1800. Present - In the Chair Mr. Richard Haydon and six names listed 

 

Ordered that one hundred hand bills be immediately printed and stuck up offering a reward of 

five guineas offered by this Society to be paid on the conviction of the offender or offenders 

who in the night of Wednesday of the fifth or early in the morning of Thursday the sixth day 

of November instant feloniously stole killed and carried away one South Devon Ewe the 



 19 

property of the said Anne Turner from out of a clover field of the said Anne Turner near 

Ramnesh in the said parish of Chiddingfold – R Haydon. 

 

At a meeting of this Society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Tuesday the  4 February 

1801 present - In the Chair Mr. Arthur Winkworth and five names listed 

 

Mr Caleb Withall complained that John Voller was detected in stealing hop poles from out of 

a coppice of his at Critchmore Common in the Parish of Haslemere on Monday last. Ordered 

that application be made to a Magistrate for a warrant against Voller and that he be further dealt 

with according to Law - signed Art. Winkworth 

 

(SCH3732) At an Annual Meeting of this Society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on 

Friday 17 April 1801 present in the Chair Mr Whitbourn and thirty-one names listed. 

 

Ordered that absentees at each annual meeting shall forfeit 1s each towards the dinner. 

 

Ordered where a father or mother (being a member of this Society) shall decline his or her 

business in favour of his or her son such a son if he thinks proper from the time of his father’s 

or mother’s declining business become a member of this society be keeping the same yearly 

payments regularly paid in the same manner as the old members shall pay 

 

(SCH3732) Ordered that three guineas reward to be paid by the treasurer to William Mills on 

the conviction of John Voller for stealing 2 hop poles the property of Mr Caleb Withall of 

Haslemere. 

 

Ordered that the bill of £7 14s 4d for the Expenses of the Prosecution of (blank) Wilkins who 

was at the last summer’s assizes convicted of a Burglary in the House of Mr Frederick 

Winkworth and stealing a watch therein being transported to be paid by the Treasurer. 

 

Ordered that the bill of £5 1s 5d for the expenses of the prosecution of William Parsons who 

was at the same assizes convicted of stealing a silver spoon the property of Mr R Balchin and 

who on account of his youth was fined £1 and discharged be paid by the treasurer. 

 

Ordered that the following Gentlemen be appointed a standing Committee for auditing the 

Treasurers Accounts and to transact the whole of the business at each annual meeting. 

Godalming – Messrs. Richard Haydon, James Weale, William Hall, J H Grinham, Robert 

Moline, William Lee/ Haslemere, Mr Caleb Withall/  Artington, Richard Balchin/  Hambledon, 

Mr John Kettle / Compton, William Hammon /Thursley, Arthur Winkworth Peper Harrow, 

Geo. Legg / Witley, Thomas Woods/ Puttenham, William Keen/ Hurtmore, Dan Simmonds / 

Catteshall, John Sweetapple/ Farncombe, Robert Marshall/ Lambourn, Frederick Winkworth / 

Binscomb, John Whitbourn/ Milford, James Tickner/ Shackleford, John Roker / Eashing, John 

Smith any seven of whom to form a committee and in case of non-attendance of any one at the 

Angel Inn above all by 11 o’clock in the forenoon of each annual meeting day each defaulter 

to forfeit 1s for every neglect / illness only accepted. 
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Ordered that the dinner hour of the society be in the future at 2 o clock at each annual meeting 

and the standing committee to order the dinner and take upon themselves the regulation of the 

table of the day. 

 

Ordered that Mr Thomas Cook be appointed treasurer of this society for the year ensuing. 

 

Ordered that Mr Thomas Blunt be appointed Clerk of this Society for the year ensuing. 

 

(SHC3733) Ordered that Edward Kibbilewhite be paid by the treasurer 2s/6d for his sticking 

up advertisements for the last year. 

 

Ordered that the reward of three guineas held by this society be in future be altered to one 

guinea and the reward from one guinea be altered to half a guinea. 

 

The following persons were admitted members – three names listed. John Whitbourn, 

Chairman. 

 

At a Meeting of this Society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Thursday the 11 June 1801 

present in the Chair Mr Robert Moline and four names listed. 

 

Ordered that 100 Handbills be immediately printed and stuck up in the most conspicuous places 

in this hundred offering a reward of five guineas to be paid by Mr Geo. Legg of Peper Harrow 

in addition to the reward of 5 guineas offered by this Society to be paid on the conviction to 

the person who will give information of the offender or offenders who in the night of 

Wednesday the tenth or early in the morning of Thursday the eleventh of June instant 

feloniously stole killed and carried away from out of a clover field of the said Mr Legg one fat 

wether sheep the property of said Geo. Legg.  Robt. Moline Chairman. 

 

(SHC3733) At a Meeting of this Society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Wednesday 

the 8 July 1801. Present – In the Chair Mr James Tickner and nine names listed. 

 

Ordered that a Prosecution be commenced and prosecuted at the next assizes against John Bird 

and William Smithers for stealing a sheep the property of Mr Thomas Bicknell a member of 

this Society and that Council be employed therein. 

 

Ordered that a General Meeting of this Society be convened on Wednesday the 22nd instant for 

the purpose of taking into consideration the entering into a general subscription for defraying 

the expenses of the above prosecution. Jas. Tickner - Chairman. 

(SHC3734) At a Meeting of this Society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Wednesday 

the 17 January 1802. Present – In the Chair Mr Richard Haydon and six names listed. Ordered 

that 200 Handbills be immediately printed and stuck up in the most conspicuous places in this 

hundred offering a reward of five guineas to be paid by this society and a further reward of five 

guineas to be paid by Mr Robert Moline on conviction for the purpose for apprehending the 
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person or persons who in the evening of Saturday the 16th or in the early morning of the 17th of 

January instant feloniously broke open and stole from out of a hen house in Godalming about 

30 fowls the property of the said Robert Moline. R Haydon  Chairman. 

 

At an Annual Meeting of this Society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Friday the 29 

April 1802. Present – In the Chair Mr Richard Haydon and fourteen names listed present and 

five names listed absent. 

 

1st.  Ordered that the above absentees do forfeit 1 shilling each. 

 

2nd  Henry Hall Townsend Esquire having applied thro’ the clerk for an allowance of part of 

his Bill for the Prosecution of Mary Etherington and Sarah Etherington for robbing his 

Marquee. Ordered that the rules of the Society not having been complied with inasmuch that 

no Application was made to the Society that no allowance be made. 

 

3rd  Ordered that Mr Russell’s Bill for two years printing amounting to £2 6s 6d be allowed. 

 

4th  Ordered that Mr Blunt’s Bill amounting to £24 0s 3d for the Prosecution of John Bird and 

William Smithers be allowed. 

 

(SCH3735) 5th Ordered that Edward Kibbilewhite be allowed 1s 6d for his trouble for sticking 

up Bills etc for the last year. 

 

6th  Ordered that every member of this Society shall for the current year pay 7 guineas towards 

the fund on account of the Society being upwards of Twenty Pounds in arrears for expenses. 

 

7th  Ordered the Clerk to redraw and amend the Articles and that the Draft be submitted to the 

opinion of the present Committee or any seven of them and any other member who may please 

to attend this house on Wednesday the 26th day of May next at four o clock in the afternoon 

precisely. 

 

8th  That every new member of this Society who shall be admitted at this meeting shall pay  

10 guineas as heretofore. 

 

9th   Ordered that Mr Thomas Cook be and is hereby appointed Treasurer of this Society for 

the year ensuing. 

 

10th  Ordered that Mr Thomas Blunt be and is hereby appointed Clerk of this Society for the 

year ensuing.  R Haydon – Chairman. 

At a Meeting of this Society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming in the County of Surrey on 

Wednesday the 28 April 1802. In the Chair Mr John Hale Grisham and five names listed. 

 

Ordered that one hundred Handbills be immediately printed and stuck up offering a reward of 

one guinea to be paid by Mr William Hammond in addition to half a guinea offered by this 
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Society on Conviction of the offender or offenders who between Saturday the twenty fourth 

and Tuesday the twenty seventh of April instant stole and carried away one log chain out of 

Godalming Woods the property of the said William Hammond. J.H. Grisham – Chairman. 

 

(SCH3736) At a Meeting of the standing committee of this society held pursuant to an 

adjournment at the last annual meeting of the said society at the Angel Inn in Godalming on 

Wednesday on the 16 June 1802. Present Mr William Hammond and 14 names listed. 

 

The following articles were agreed to and ordered to be entered in the Minute Book. 

 

Article 1- That a meeting of this society shall be held once in every year visit on the third Friday 

in the month of April at the Angel Inn in Godalming aforesaid where they shall dine and that 

the members present shall pay 2s 6d and those who may be absent 1s 6d towards defraying the 

Expenses of the Dinner and Liquor. 

  

2nd  That there be chosen yearly at the annual meeting a Treasurer who shall receive for the 

uses hereafter mentioned all such sums as may during his Treasureship be payable according 

to these articles and that the Treasurer for the time being shall at the Annual Meeting next after 

his appointment account for all monies with which he shall have been entrusted by this society 

and shall at that time pay over such monies to the person who shall be then appointed. 

 

3rd  That a clerk should be likewise chosen yearly to keep the account of all monies received 

and paid by and to take down and enter the Minutes of the respective Meetings of the said 

society and that each member shall pay to the Clerk for the time being sixpence at every Annual 

Meeting. 

 

4th  That each Member shall pay at his Entrance 10s, and such further sum of money as the 

Standing Committee shall direct to be paid at every Annual Meeting of the said society until 

the Stock shall amount to Fifty Pounds after which all payments to the Stock shall cease until 

the said Stock be reduced to Thirty Pounds, when each member shall again pay such sum 

annually as the said Standing Committee shall direct to be added to the Stock until the same 

shall again amount to  the said sum of Fifty Pounds. 

 

5th  That no person shall be admitted to the said Society who shall not reside within the limits 

of the Hundred of Godalming after the number of members shall amount to 100, but by the 

ballot of the members at an annual meeting and that any person desiring to be admitted shall 

be out of the room at the time of the balloting and that no such person on his admission pay 

such sum as shall be thought sufficient by the majority of the Standing Committee. 

 

6th That every member of the said Society or any other person not being a member and who 

shall by reason of his or her poverty and not able to bear and pay the Expenses of Prosecuting  

the offender or offenders who shall be robbed or defaulted of his property (except by gaming) 

shall acquaint the Clerk herewith  who shall immediately, if the person be a member of this 

society give notice to any five or more members of the said society and shall not be in 
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circumstances to prosecute, then shall give notice for a General Meeting and not less than 

thirteen members shall constitute such meetings the majority of whom shall determine whether 

the offender or offenders shall be prosecuted or not and shall give necessary directions thereon 

and if it be ordered that the offender or offenders shall be prosecuted the expenses of such  

prosecution shall be paid by the Treasurers at the Annual meeting of the said Society next after 

such Prosecution shall be finished, so as no charge shall be made by the Prosecutors for his 

trouble in attending to give his evidence and so as that from time to time as often as any sum 

or sums of money shall by virtue of any act or acts of Parliament be recovered by any member 

of this society or by other person not being a member  for prosecuting to conviction any felon 

such monies shall be applied as far  as they will extend towards the Payment of the Expenses 

of attending such prosecution. 

   

7th That when any Member of this Society shall die or resign Business leaving a widow or any 

other person of his family to succeed him the widow or successor shall or may  (SCH3737) be 

entitled to the Benefit of this Society on paying the same sums annually as such deceased 

members or successors resigning would have paid if living or had continued in the said  society. 

 

8th  That when any person or persons shall be apprehended on suspicion of committing any of 

the offences hereunder mentioned, though no prosecution shall be approved by the members 

who convened for that purpose as before directed, yet in such case the reasonable expenses 

attending the apprehending such person or persons shall be paid by the treasurer at the next 

annual meeting. 

 

9th That the benefit arising from the said society shall extend to the members wheresoever 

dispensed for the protection of his or them and their person or property within the hundred of 

Godalming but not for his or her person or property outside of the hundred of Godalming 

 

10th That any member of this society who shall neglect to pay or cause to be late the sum 

hereinbefore mentioned on the day appointed for payment of the same or shall refuse to 

conform to the articles and orders made by the majority of the members at their Annual Meeting 

shall lose every benefit arising from the said society and be no longer a member thereof. 

 

11th That the Stock in hand if at any time shall not be sufficient to pay the expenses which may 

be incurred each member shall pay at the next meeting of the said society such sum as shall be 

agreed on by the majority of the standing committee. 

 

12th That any member of the said society shall compromise any felony or theft or other of the 

offences hereunder specified he shall forfeit the subscription money and be excluded from the 

society 

 

13th  That the following gentleman be appointed a standing committee for auditing the accounts 

and transacting the whole of the business at each annual meeting and if any or either them shall 

happen to die or be desirous of withdrawing himself therefrom at the next annual meeting the 

several members there present shall proceed to the election of another person or persons in his 
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or their stead to succeed him or them in the said committee. Godalming Messrs. Richard 

Haydon, James Weale, William Hall, J H Grinham, Robert Moline, William Lee. / Haslemere 

- Mr Caleb Withall. / Artington - Richard Balchin.  Hambledon - Mr John Kettle. / Compton -

William Hammond. / Thursley – Mr Arthur Winkworth. / Peper Harrow - Mr Geo. Legg. / 

Witley- Mr Thomas Woods / Puttenham - Mr William Keen. / Hurtmore – Mr Daniel 

Simmonds. / Catteshall – Mr John Sweetapple./ Farncombe – Mr Robert Marshall. Lambourn 

– Mr Frederick Winkworth. / Binscomb – Mr John Whitbourn. / Milford – Mr James Tickner. 

Shackleford – Mr John Roker. / Eashing –  Mr John Smith. / Chiddingfold – Mr Thomas Smyth. 

  

14th That any seven of the last above-named gentlemen shall constitute a standing committee 

and in case of a non-attendance of any one of them at the Angel Inn above said by 11 o clock 

in the forenoon of each Annual Meeting day every defaulter shall forfeit 1s to the fund for 

every neglect – monies only accepted. 

 

15th That the said standing committee do adjust and direct such sum of money by every member 

at each annual meeting to the fund as will be sufficient to discharge all demands then in arrear 

and leave a balance of not less than £20 in the hands of the treasurer for the payment of such 

money as may become due and payable previous to the next annual meeting. 

 

16th  That the dinner hour of the said society shall be at 2 o clock in the afternoon at each annual 

meeting and that the said standing committee above named shall order the Dinner and Liquor 

and take upon themselves the Regulation of the Table for the Day. 

 

17th  That every member of the said society shall pay and contribute his full subscription up at 

each annual meeting when he shall be desirous of resigning or withdrawing himself from the 

said society. 

 

18th That on the discovery of offenders the following rewards be offered to any person or 

persons (not being a member of this society) who shall inform against any accomplice or other 

person who shall commit against any member of the said society any or either of the crimes 

hereafter mentioned to be paid by the Treasurer immediately after any such offender shall have 

been convicted thereof. 

 

A Reward of Five Guineas on the conviction of any person or persons wilfully Murdering any 

Member of this Society breaking or robbing any house or building stealing or maiming a horse 

beast sheep or other cattle belonging to any member of this society or stopping or abusing any 

member on the highway or wilfully or maliciously setting fire to any house or building stacks 

of corn or hay or any other property belonging to any member of this society.   

 

A Reward of One Guinea on the conviction of any person stealing corn hay hop poles fish fowl 

steel lead or such like property or privately stealing goods in shops or receiving goods (knowing 

them to be stolen) belonging to any member of this society.       
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A Reward of Half a Guinea on the conviction of any person stealing wood coal turnips garden 

stuff fruit or cutting trees or underwoods, pulling hedges, breaking gates, rails or fences or such 

like property belonging to any member of this society or committing any other felony or 

misdemeanour not hereinbefore specified against any member of this society  And that  a list 

of such Rewards shall be printed and be put up twice in the  year at some Public Places in every 

Parish in which any member of this society shall reside and that  under such list shall be 

mentioned the names of all the members of this society.                                                                  

 

(SCH3738) 19th That the said standing committee are hereby as empowered to increase the 

above mentioned rewards as they may in their discretion may think proper at any meeting  they 

may seem expedient to coven for that purpose. 

 

That the major part of the members at their annual meeting if they think proper make such 

alterations in these article or cause additions to be made hereto as may appear to them for the 

advantage of the said society.  

 

That every member of the said society shall have a printed copy of these articles. That 150 

Books of these articles to be printed to be distribute among the members and that 300 of the 

rewards be printed to be stuck up on whole sheets. 

 

Ordered that a reward of Two Guineas be paid by the treasurer to Richard Burl junior of 

Binscomb for detecting Henry Denyer of Godalming with a horse the property of George 

Princott of Godalming and a sack with some wheat in the chaff in the parish of Compton and 

taking the same from him on which he absconded and has not since returned home and that 

100 bills publishing this reward is immediately printed and stick up. W. Hammond – Chairman 

 

At a Meeting of this Society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming  on Saturday the 10 July 

1802. In the Chair Mr Robert Moline and twelve names listed. Ordered that if evidence may 

be that by which this society to be sufficient to for the conviction of Henry Denyer for stealing 

George Princott be produced a prosecution shall be instituted against him for that felony and if 

he be convicted at the next Quarter Session of stealing Mr Woodham’s wheat in the chaff, this 

society shall pay the expenses but if not convicted that the same shall be left to the discretion 

of the standing committee. - Robt. Moline. 

 

At a Meeting of this Society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming in the County of Surrey on 

Wednesday the 18 August 1802. In the Chair Mr Robert Moline and nine names listed. Ordered 

that Mr Thomas Woodham’s £4 8s 1d for the prosecution of Henry Denyer for stealing his 

wheat in the chaff at the Midsummer Quarter Sessions last be paid. Robt. Moline - in the chair. 

  

(SCH 3739) Meeting of the Association held at the Angel Inn 10 November 1802 Robert 

Moline in the chair  with 12 named members  of the Association and composing a majority of 

the standing committee therefore it was unanimously resolved that Henry Woods a gentleman 

of Godalming be appointed clerk in the stead of  Thomas Blunt gentleman until the next annual 
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meeting without any proposition of the usual salary for his trouble which he is willing to accept 

on these terms. 

 

That the chairman as early as is convenient and practicable apply to the assignees (?)  of the 

said Thomas Blunt to deliver to Thomas Wood all books, vouchers accounts and papers 

whatsoever relative  to or in anywise concerning the said society  whose acceptance shall be a 

sufficient discharge. Signed Robert Moline Chairman 

 

At a meeting of the undersigned members 13 November  in the chair Robert Moline with five 

named members present. 

 

James Moon the younger of Godalming inn holder attended the meeting and stated that on 

Wednesday 10th instant Daniel Roberts an officer in his Majesty’s Service had occasion to stop 

at his house on his way to town and deposited with the informant a trunk containing wearing 

apparel and (?) of considerable value. That George Hall of Elstead labourer who has since been 

examined and committed for the offence on the evening of the same day stole the above 

mentioned trunk and part of its contents were afterwards found in his possession and identified 

as the property of the said Daniel Roberts. 

 

Appearing at the meeting that the facts of the above robbery are sufficiently clear to convict 

the above prisoner it is ordered that a prosecution be instituted against him and that a meeting 

of the standing committee be held at the Angel Inn on Wednesday next 17th instant to consider 

the mode of conducting said prosecution/ Robert Moline Chairman. 

 

(SCH3740) At a meeting of the following Gentlemen of the Committee of the Godalming 

Association convened in pursuance of a resolution passed a meeting held the 13 November 

1802. Present in the chair John Sweetapple and 7 members – names listed.     

 

It was resolved that a prosecution be carried on at the next Assizes by W. Woods the Clerk of 

this Association against John Hall and James Wheatley committed to the County Gaol for a 

Felony. John Sweetapple, Chairman. 

 

At an Annual Meeting of this Society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Friday the 15 

April 1803.  Present of the Committee - In the chair Thomas Smyth with 16 names present and 

6 names absent – all names listed 

 

(1) The account produced by the Clerk and marked A of the several Receipts and 

Disbursements within the Cash Year is allowed by the committee.  

 

(2) It is ordered that every Member of the said Society or any other person not being a member 

and who by reason of his or her poverty shall not be able to carry on a Prosecution, shall be 

stopped (?) or dissuaded (SCH3741) of  his or her property (except by gaming) shall acquaint 

the Clerk therewith who shall immediately convene a meeting of all the standing committee 

any seven whom shall at such meeting determine whether a prosecution shall be instituted 
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against the offender or offenders whether a solicitor shall be employed and in what manner 

such prosecution shall be carried on. 

 

(3) The committee propose that the subscriptions for the present year shall be as follows - for 

every new admitted member 10/ - for every old member who chooses to continue in the 

association 7 and for every member who elects to withdraw himself there from 2/6. 

 

(4) Resolved - that it be a standing order of the Society in future that the clerk shall on every 

Annual Meeting immediately after he receives the several subscriptions pay them over to the 

Treasurer for the time being on his signing a proper acknowledgement.  

 

(5) Resolved that Public Notice be immediately given that all the absent members who are 

desirous to continue in the Society shall at the adjourned meeting pay to the clerk the sum of 

7/ the accounts of his subscription for the present year and 1/6 for his proportion of the dinner 

and that those intend withdrawing shall at the same time pay each of them the sum of 2/6 

towards deferring the expenses of the last year and the like sum of 1/6 for his dinner. 

 

(6) Resolved that this meeting be adjourned to Wednesday 18th May at this house at 11 o’clock 

in the morning. 

 

At this meeting 18 May 1803 Wm Clark Esq was admitted as a member of this Society. 

 

(At this meeting Mr Woods paid Mr Cook the Treasurer £27.18. to the account of subscriptions 

this day received.   Signed Thos Smyth – Chairman and Thos Cook – Treasurer. 

 

Present of the committee – in the chair Mr Robert Molines, Mr John Roker, Mr J H Grinham, 

Mr John Smyth, Mr John Sweetapple, Mr George Legg, Mr Richard Haydon. 

 

Ordered 1st the Rev John George Gibson be added to the standing committee. 

 

2)  That 150 books of the articles be printed to (SCH3742)  be distributed between Members 

and that 200 of these rewards be printed o be stuck up as whole sheets. 

 

Meeting of the committee 24 September 1803 present in the chair Richard Haydon and seven 

members. Ordered that a prosecution be commenced at the next sessions against William 

Coombs of Chiddingfold committed by the Reverent James Fielding Clerk for receiving five 

bushels of (?)knowing the same to have been stolen from Mr. Evans of Chiddingfold the owner 

of the property. And that no counsel be employed. And the clerk do write to Mr. Fielding 

suggesting the propriety of committing James Bentley (who is an accomplice and admitted as 

an informer (?) against Coots (?)) least he should not appear on the trial. Richard Hayden 

Chairman. 

 

At a meeting held at the house of their clerk Monday 3 October 1803 Richard Haydon in the 

chair and five members present. Ordered that 300 advertisements be immediately printed and 
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circulated offering a reward of 5 (?) guineas to be paid by the Society and any further reward 

of 5 guineas  be paid by John Rice Kemp (?) for the apprehending the prisoner Pearson who 

some time in September last stole out of one of the fields of Haslemere in the occupation of the 

said Mr. Kemp a chestnut (?) mare(?)  the property of Mr. Kemp. Richard Haydon Chairman. 

 

(SCH 3743) At an Annual General Meeting of the Society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming 

on Wednesday the 20 April 1804. Present of the Committee in the Chair Mr Thomas Smyth 

and 12 members of the committee – all listed and named. 

 

1) The  account produced by the Clerk of all receipts and expenditures for the last year was 

examined and allowed. 

 

2) Resolved that the following Bills be allowed and paid by the Treasurer, a Bill for £9.5.10 

due to Mr Woods for conducting a prosecution against William Coombs for a felony at the last 

Michaelmas session. Another Bill of £4.1.10 due also to Mr Woods for conducting a 

prosecution at the same session against John Witherall for a felony (who was convicted) A Bill 

of £4.16.6 due to Messrs Rupells of Guildford  for one year’s printing and the sum of 2/6 to 

Kibble for posting the Bills for the present year.  Ordered that every member of this Society 

shall for the expenses of the current year pay 7/ and every new admitted member 10/. 

 

Ordered that this meeting be adjourned to Wednesday 23 of May next at this house at 4 o’clock 

in the afternoon. 

 

It is also ordered that the debit due from the Estate of Mr Thos Blunt of the Association under 

the commission lately issued out against him by Mr Cook the Treasurer and Mr Grinham 

having this day offered to the association 4/ in the pound on the amount on the aforesaid 

whatever it may be to be allowed by the Commissioners, it is the opinion of a majority of the 

association and they do resolve to accept Mr Grinham’s offer – Mr Grinham having also agreed 

to pay the amount of the above poundage into the hands of the Treasurer immediately after the 

said – debit is moved. 

 

Resolved that Mr Woods be elected Clerk and Mr Cook Treasurer to this association for the 

ensuing year. 

 

The following Gentlemen are admitted members of the Society – William Woods, James 

Colebrook, John Chitty, Daniel Tharp, Thomas Mellersh, and Robert Newell – Signed Thos 

Smyth – Chairman 

 

At a meeting of the committee of the Godalming Association held at the Angel Inn in 

Godalming on Saturday the 20 March 1805. Present of the committee - In the Chair Robert 

Moline and 8 members all listed and named. 

 

(SCH3744)  Richard Smyth of Burgate attended this meeting and complained in the night of 

19th February he had stolen from a hovel within his farm yard 4 Fowls – on the 20th the 
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complainant was informed that a woman who since proves to be Mary Burgess had sold to a 

Mr Bishop of Godalming at Mr Mackrells house some Fowls under suspicious circumstances 

and was detained on that account, he attended with one of his servants Dan Smither and the 

property was identified by the latter as the same Fowls which had been stolen from his Master.  

On being taken before Lord Middleton she said that she had purchased the Fowls off James 

Burgess – a warrant was issued for the apprehension of him ?? his Brother John Burgess with 

the ? were afterwards taken before Lord Middleton and fully committed for trial. 

 

John Mitchell of Brook also complained that in the night of 20th February he lost from his 

henhouse 6 Fowls meaning that Fowls had been sold to Mr Collins of Godalming by one of the 

Burgesses, he examined the Fowls and identified them and found them to be his property. 

 

Ordered that prosecution be instituted against the said James Burgess, John Burgess, and Mary 

Burgess at the ensuing assizes – that the clerk be employed to conduct the prosecution and that 

counsel be retained. 

 

The case of William Bridger for robbing Thos Mackrell and who stands committed for trial at 

the ensuing assizes, came under consideration and the committee have resolved that the said 

William Bridger shall be prosecuted at the instance the Society and that will reimburse Mr 

William Lee the Master of the said Thomas Mackrell the expenses that he may incur in 

superintending the said prosecution. Signed Robert Moline – Chairman 

 

At an Annual Meeting held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on Friday 19 April 1805. Present 

of the Committee Mr John Hall Grinham – Chairman and 13 members of the committee – all 

listed 

 

Ordered that the Clerks Bill for conducting the prosecution against James Burgess and others 

at the last assizes for a Felony amounting to the sum of £21.2.4 be allowed. 

 

Ordered That another Bill for expenses incurred in the prosecution of William Bridger at the 

instance of  Thomas Mackrell amounting to £1.12.6 who was convicted and transported for the 

term of 7 years be also allowed. 

 

It appearing there is a balance of £5.3.7 remaining in the Treasurers hands after discharging of 

the two Bills above mentioned it is the opinion of this committee for raising a sufficient fund 

for the expenses of the ensuing year the present subscribers shall each pay the sum of 5 shillings 

and every member be admitted into the Society this day the sum of fifteen shillings. 

 

Resolved that at all future Annual Meetings of the Society every member of the committee 

shall not only attended at the hour appointed by the Articles under the (SCH3745)  fine imposed 

by those articles but that every such member shall continue in the committee room from the 

time of his first appearance until the whole of the business shall be gone through and shall not 

leave the room on any account without the consent of the Chairman under the increased fine 

of one shilling 
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Resolved that Mr George Legg appointed to succeed his father lately deceased, as one of the 

committee and Mr Richard Hammond to succeed Mr William Hammond as also one of the 

committee he having relinquished his business to his son. 

 

Resolved that Mr Cook be continued in the office of Treasurer and that Mr Woods be continued 

in his office as clerk for the ensuing year.   

 

The following persons are admitted members of this association viz Mrs Ottley, James More 

Molyneux Esq, Nicholas Vincent Esq, Mr Thos Ride, Nathaniel Godbold Esq, Samuel Godbold 

Esq, and Mr Perry. 

 

Resolved that the hour for the meeting of the committee at every General meeting be 12 instead 

of 11and the Dinner hour at 2 invariably. 

 

Ordered that this meeting be adjourned to Wednesday 29th day of May next at this house at 4 

o’clock in the afternoon. Signed by John H Grinham. 

 

At an adjourned annual meeting of the Society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming held on 

the 29 May 1805. Present - In the chair John H Grinham and 6 members of the committee all 

listed and named. 

 

Resolved that Mr Thomas Mellersh be elected on to the committee in the room of Mr Robert 

Moulin who has signified his intention to withdrawing there from. 

 

(Ordered that the Treasurer pay to Mr Thomas  Mackrell and James Bennett the sum of half a 

Guinea to be equally divided between them as a reward  for apprehending Sarah Bridger and 

the wife of Charles Musgrove who were detected in the act of pulling the hedges of Mr William 

Lee a member of this association and for which they have been duly convicted before a 

magistrate. Signed – John H Grinham  

 

(SCH3746)  At an Annual Meeting of the Society held at the Angel Inn in Godalming on 

Friday 18 April 1806. Present of the committee in the chair John Hall Grinham and 11 

committee members – all listed and named. Absentees – 6 committee members – all listed and 

named, and fined one shilling, excused Caleb Withall through illness. 

 

1st Resolved that a reward of half a Guinea be paid to Thomas Grinstead for apprehending 

William Mayer and Stephen Mayer who were detected in the act of stealing apples from Mr 

Daniel Simmonds a member of this association and who was afterwards convicted by Lord 

Middleton for the above offence. 

 

2nd Resolved that a sum of five shillings be allowed out of the fund to Mr Robert Marshall for 

apprehending Richard Holt on strong suspicion of stealing some iron belonging to the said 
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Robert Marshall which said Richard Holt was taken before James More Molyneux Esquire a 

magistrate of this County but discharged for want of sufficient evidence. 

 

3rd Resolved that the sum of  two pounds 10 shillings and eight pence halfpenny be paid to Mr 

Richard Butcher late Constable of Alfold for his expenses and a lot of time in apprehending 

John Burgess and James Burgess for a Felony who were tried at the Surrey Lent Assizes at 

Kingston in 1805. 

 

4th Ordered that a Bill due to Messrs Russells for printing for the last year amounting to One 

Pound 13 Shillings, another Bill of 5 shillings for distributing advertisements, and Two 

Shillings and sixpence due to Kibble for the Crier be allowed. 

 

5th That a reward of half a guinea be paid to Jesse Warner for apprehending Sarah Page in 

breaking the hedges of Mr William Evershed a member of this association who was convicted 

by Mr Molyneux. 

 

6th Resolved that the present year’s subscription shall be Two Shillings for each member and 

for every new admitted member Twelve shillings. 

 

7th Resolved that Mr Cook be continued as Treasurer and Mr Woods Clerk for the ensuing year. 

 

8th Resolved that the Treasurer for the time being shall be one of the committee. 

 

Mr John Mitchell of Haslemere and Mr John Gardener of Godalming and Mr George Green of 

Whitley are elected members of this Society. 

 

It is Resolved that in future that every member of the said Society, or any other person not 

being a member and who ... (SCH3747) reason of his or her poverty shall not be able to carry 

on a prosecution, who shall be robbed or defrauded of his or property (except by gaming) shall 

acquaint the clerk therewith who shall immediately convene a meeting of three or more of the 

standing committee in case of any offence for summary conviction, but if the circumstances of 

the case seem to require a prosecution at the sessions or assizes, then he shall convene a meeting 

of all the standing committee any seven of whom shall at such a meeting determine whether a 

prosecution shall be instituted against the offender or offenders whether the Clerk shall be 

employed and in what manner the prosecution shall be carried on. 

 

Ordered that this meeting be adjourned until Wednesday the 28th of May at 4 o’clock in the 

afternoon in this house. 

 

MEMORANDUM that the meeting be adjourned to be held this 20th day of May 1806 there 

being no business to ?   Signed John Grinham 

 


