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Many generations of police officers undertook duty at Brockham Bonfire including 

Granville Lindsay once the local constable seen here with a village resident. 
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Retired Superintendent Peggy Kathleen Sandford LLB 

Born Colchester 24 November 1926 

 Died Guildford 28 September 2023 aged 96 

Essex Police 2 September 1948 -1967 

Surrey Constabulary1967 – retirement 1985 

From Retired Comrades Welfare 

We have been advised of and are saddened to inform you that retired Superintendent Peggy 

SANDFORD died unexpectedly but peacefully on Thursday 28 September, at 96 years of 

age.  Though Peggy had lived in Merrow for many years, her niece tells us that Peggy had 

spent her last 3 months happily at The Worplesdon View care home. 

Peggy joined Surrey Constabulary in 1967, on promotion, after 19 year’s service with Essex 

Police. She was appointed chief inspector of the then women’s unit and head of the recruitment 

and training department.  The then chief constable, Peter Matthews [himself then also new to 

Surrey]  could see that women wanted more from their jobs and as a result the two worked 

together to involve women and paved the way for gender equality across our Force way ahead 

of the introduction of the Sex Discrimination Act 1975. 

Peggy achieved the distinction of being promoted as the first female superintendent in Surrey's 

history as OIC Farnham Division where she served until retirement. 

After retirement Peggy took on the roles as treasurer of both the Surrey Branch of NARPO and 

the SPRCA.  In these roles, she eschewed technology resulting in the accounts always being 

immaculately presented in long-hand! 

In accordance with Peggy's wishes she will have a simple cremation with no service.  

Tony Suter Assistant SPRCA Welfare Coordination 

From Martin Stallion Essex Police History 

Peggy Kathleen Sandford. Born Colchester, 24 November 1926 

Joined Essex as WPC19 on  2 September 1948 

WPS 31January 1954 

W. Insp January1964 

Transferred to Surrey Constabulary 31August 1967 on promotion to chief inspector. 
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Photograph attached from Maureen Scollan's "Sworn to Serve" - her history of Essex 

Police. (Police in Essex 1840-1990)  Essex Police Museum have a full record of her service 

in Essex museum@essex.police.uk  

Peter Wickens: I visited Peggy Sandford at Worplesdon View Care Home on Wednesday 2nd 

August 2023. I had been to her home at Merrow first to be told by a neighbour that she had a 

fall about three weeks previously at home. She then went to the home where I visited her. She 

looked very well and was pleased to see me and was very chatty. She walked with a frame and 

I accompanied her as she went from her room to the dining room for lunch. Apart from her 

age, based on my meeting, I would agree with “unexpected.” 

 

WPS Peggy Sandford second right Essex Police about 1954 

 

mailto:museum@essex.police.uk
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1959 – Essex Police with Peggy rear second left 

 
1971Old Comrades  
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Surrey Advertiser 5 March 1971 

 

 
Superintendent Sandford with Inspector Jenny Futter 1971 
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1975 

 

 
 

1976 Trainer Police Sergeant John Walters with Peggy Sandford 
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1977 Training Department 

 
1994 WPC Reunion – Peggy front first left seated. 

 
With Tony Peach – Remembrance at Mount Browne 
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Treasurer of Old Comrades – following a “whip round” to boost funds. 

  
 

 
2010 
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David Harding, Eric Hunt, Peggy Sandford, Tony Davie – AGM NARPO Burford 

Bridge 

 

 
2015 Inauguration of memorial at Mount Browne 

 

 
2018 
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2018 Guest at Chief Superintendent’s Club 

 
Peggy in the middle 

 

 

1852 First murder charges brought by the Surrey 

Constabulary   
 

1852 26th January: First murder charges brought by the Surrey Constabulary  were against 

John Keene aged twenty-two and Jane Keene aged twenty five charged with the murder of 

Charles Broomer aged three years in Albury “almost twelve months since”. The child was an 

illegitimate child of Jane and was drowned in a well at Albury. Tried at Kingston Assizes and 

sentenced to death. John was executed 13 April 1852 and his wife Jane acquitted.  

 



 13 

1852 2 February:  The Times: Murder near Albury: Guildford 5th February the coroner held 

the inquest at the Drummond Arms, Albury on the little boy Charles Broomer otherwise Keen. 

At the request of Superintendent Radley, the case was adjourned for a week.1  

 

1852 March 28: Sunday: Assizes Kingston Thursday 25 March 1852 John 20, and Jane Keene 

25, were indicted for the murder of Charles Broomer by casting him into a well. Anne 

Broomer: I am a widow and reside at Albury. The female prisoner is my daughter and the other 

is her husband. They have been married about 18 months, but I do not know how John makes 

his living. Before they were married Jane had a child three years ago that was illegitimate and 

called Charles. 

 

Mr Radley, Superintendent of Police for Guildford went on the 26 January to the house where 

the prisoners were living in Guildford when Mrs Keene said when asked about the child “– my 

husband has murdered it; and I hope he will confess all.” Soon after John Keene was seen and 

arrested by the police when he said that the baby had died in London twelve months ago. At 

the police station Keene asked where his wife was and said, “is she going to Shere to show you 

where the child is?” The following morning Keen told the superintendent, “She may say I 

drowned the child but I never put it in no water.” By the leave of the magistrates the two 

prisoners were allowed to meet at the police station when Mrs Keene said to her husband “Oh 

John, go on your knees and confess your sins before God for you know you murdered my child 

and if you do not confess I must do so, or I must tell all about it.” John was then removed. After 

he was gone Mrs Keen said her child would be found in the Warren Well near Albury Heath. 

 

The well was in the parish of Shere. Later that day Mrs Keene made a statement the police 

saying she left the union-house a twelve-month before with her two children and that her 

husband met her and they walked over the downs to Albury. While they were on the road her 

husband got a stick and beat the elder boy very much. She complained and was knocked to the 

ground and ill-used.  

 

On the day the child was murdered Mr and Mrs Keene went to The Warren with the children, 

her husband carrying Charles and she the younger child. She missed her husband for a short 

time and found him standing beside the well with the child in his arms. She ran to him but 

before she could get to him, he had thrown the child down the well. She heard the child hit 

against the wall and a splash. She said, “Oh John what have you done with my child?” He 

replied “—you and your child; and if you say a word about it, I will smash your – brains out.” 

She would not go back to Guildford with her husband staying in Albury, her husband returning 

to the town to stay with his mother. 

 

The superintendent and a well digger named Edgar went to the well on the 27th January. Edgar 

went down the well having removed the nailed down well cover, a large piece of plank. A 

basket was lowered by rope by the policeman to the well digger and after a short time it was 

drawn up containing the much-decomposed body of a child.  

 
1 http://www.capitalpunishmentuk.org/1837.html 

http://www.capitalpunishmentuk.org/1837.html
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The defence counsels adopted the strategy of both defendants accusing the other of the murder 

making it unclear who was responsible. However, after a brief deliberation the jury returned a 

verdict of guilty against John Keene acquitting his wife.  

 

Placing the black cap on his head the judge immediately sentenced Keene commenting on the 

brutality of the act of the prisoner in destroying a helpless child in such a cruel manner, 

sentenced him to death holding not the slightest hope of mercy. Mrs Keene fainted when the 

sentence was passed and was carried from the court whilst her husband walked “carelessly 

from the dock.” 2 

 

1852 April 13: Execution of the convict Keene: This morning at nine o’clock, John Keene 

suffered the extreme penalty of the law on the top of Horsemonger Lane goal. The convict was 

only in his 20th year. He was found guilty at the last Surrey Assizes of murder by throwing a 

child down a well upwards of 100 feet deep, belonging to his wife by a former husband. The 

unhappy man retired to rest last night shortly before eleven o’clock and rose at six this morning. 

At a few minutes before nine o’clock the prisoner was handed over to Calcraft the hangman. 

Precisely as the clock struck nine the mournful procession ascended the top of the gaol on 

which the gallows had been erected. Here for some moments the convict appeared to be in 

earnest conversation with the Rev Chaplain at the end of which he ascended the fatal drop alone 

with a firm step. After placing himself under the fatal beam, Calcraft adjusted the rope, but 

from some cause or the other the convict, after the bolt had been drawn, struggled in a frightful 

manner, which led to the belief that the rope had shifted. As soon as Calcraft could get below, 

the struggling terminated, and the convict ceased to exist.3 

 

 

William Calcraft: The Man Who Hanged 450 

 
2 1852 28 March: Reynolds News Sunday 
3 The Standard (London, England), Tuesday, April 13, 1852 
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1852 The Last Duel in England 

 

 

 

The last fatal duel in England took place on Priest Hill on October 19th, 1852, in a part of the 

Beaumont estate, Englefield Green. The protagonists were both Frenchmen, and both had 

fought several duels before. They were a formal naval captain named Cournet and a civil 

engineer named Barthelemy. Cournet was supposed to have been the better prepared for a 

sword duel. Barthelemy, an extremely questionable individual (responsible for at least two 

murders by 1852), manipulated Cournet into challenging him (supposedly over comments 

Cournet made about Barthelemy's girlfriend), and chose pistols for the weapon. He killed 

Cournet.4 

 

Dr Hayward of Egham was travelling up Priest Hill towards Englefield Green when he met a 

Frenchman coming out of a field. In very basic English, the man asked for help, saying his 

friend had had a shooting accident. Dr Hayward found the man, Frederic Cournet, an exiled 

French naval captain, lying on his back in the grass, bleeding from a wound in his side. Cournet 

was taken on a makeshift stretcher to the Barley Mow Inn, half a mile away, where he died 

more than four hours later. 

 

Superintendent of Surrey Constabulary William Biddlecombe was summoned and found that 

a pistol ball passed through the victim several layers of clothing before entering his chest and 

was satisfied Cournet was shot from some distance. Searching the friend who had alerted the 

doctor, Edmund Allain, a Frenchman, Biddlecombe found as Durrant records in his book “100 

Years of the Surrey Constabulary,” a  list of property: a powder flask, nine bullets, some copper 

caps, paper and seals, two swords and three keys. The police dispatched a telegram to Waterloo: 

"Detain three foreigners travelling from Datchet." The Metropolitan Police on arriving at 

Waterloo railway station, met the train and detained three Frenchmen, along with two swords, 

a pistol case and knife on which there appeared to be blood. The pistols had been hired.  

 

An inquest was opened at the Barley Mow Inn, and it was found that six Frenchmen had been 

involved. At the eventual trial in March 1853, at Kingston Assizes, four Frenchmen denied 

wilful murder. Emanuel Barthelemy aged 29, Admund Allaun 36, Etienne Barronnet 46 

 
4 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Englefield_Green#The_last_duel_in_England 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Englefield_Green#The_last_duel_in_England
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Eugene Phil Mornet 42 described as natives of France. Charged 17 October “Feloniously 

having in the Parish of Egham wilfully and with malice aforethought killed and murdered one 

Frederick Cournet.” Cournet was buried in Egham churchyard.5 

 

 
 

The jury took an hour to clear the four men of murder but convicted them of manslaughter and 

were sentenced to two months in the County Goal in addition to the five months on remand.6 

 

Barthelemy was widely suspected of being a spy for the new French regime of Emperor Louis 

Napoleon (Napoleon III). In fact, his bullying of other refugees had led to the confrontation 

with Cournet. Three years later, he was engaged in a crime in London, possibly involving a 

blackmail attempt that did not work out. Two men were killed, and Barthelemy was arrested 

and later hung. Most criminal historians and writers feel he was a totally repugnant character, 

but to be fair he had one odd defender: Victor Hugo, who wrote a small panegyric to his 

memory in one of the later sections of Les Miserables.7 

 

It was reported that accompanied by their seconds, the protagonists took up their positions in a 

field behind a hedge and aimed their pistols. Cournet fired first and missed. This allowed 

Barthelemy to take his time before shooting, but when he did so the gun misfired. He pulled 

the trigger again and the same thing happened. Instead of taking advantage of this, Cournet 

offered his own pistol to his opponent, who accepted it and fired. Cournet fell wounded, while 

Barthelemy and his two companions made off.8 

 

The last duel – a French affair with an Irish twist9 

 
Oxford News Blog 27 Feb 2019 

 
5 http://www.surreyherald.co.uk/surrey-news/news-surrey/2009/10/02/book-uncovers-murder-most-foul-in-

surrey-86289-24839554/ 
6 Durrant P 13 
7 http://www.surreyherald.co.uk/surrey-news/news-surrey/2009/10/02/book-uncovers-murder-most-foul-in-

surrey-86289-24839554/ 
8 http://devcentral.f5.com/weblogs/dan/archive/2005/02/12/357.aspx 
9 https://www.ox.ac.uk/news/arts-blog/last-duel-%E2%80%93-french-affair-irish-twist 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napoleon_III
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victor_Hugo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Les_Miserables
https://www.ox.ac.uk/news/features
http://www.surreyherald.co.uk/surrey-news/news-surrey/2009/10/02/book-uncovers-murder-most-foul-in-surrey-86289-24839554/
http://www.surreyherald.co.uk/surrey-news/news-surrey/2009/10/02/book-uncovers-murder-most-foul-in-surrey-86289-24839554/
http://www.surreyherald.co.uk/surrey-news/news-surrey/2009/10/02/book-uncovers-murder-most-foul-in-surrey-86289-24839554/
http://www.surreyherald.co.uk/surrey-news/news-surrey/2009/10/02/book-uncovers-murder-most-foul-in-surrey-86289-24839554/
http://devcentral.f5.com/weblogs/dan/archive/2005/02/12/357.aspx
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In his book, The Murderer of Warren Street, Professor Marc Mulholland, a professor of modern 

history at St Catherine's College, Oxford, reveals the true story of the notorious 19th-century 

revolutionary Emmanuel Barthélemy. This article, first published in the Irish Times, focuses 

on the last fatal duel held in England... 

 

Marc Mulholland 

 

On a foggy morning in October 1852, two French men stopped at one of England’s great beauty 

spots, Priest Hill, a viewpoint near Windsor rising above the Vale of the Thames. Both were 

revolutionary republicans, socialists, and refugees from their home country. They took off their 

coats, received duelling pistols from their seconds and stood opposite each other. At signal, 

Frédéric Cournet advanced, took aim, and pulled the trigger. 

 

Frédéric Cournet, was a large man, in his forties, who carried himself with the confidence of a 

former naval war-hero. He had led courageous resistance on the streets of Paris against the 

recent coup d’état against the constitution launched by President Louis Napoleon. Cournet had 

killed a guard to escape his captors and fled to London a wanted man. 

 

Cournet’s duel was with Emmanuel Barthélemy, still in his twenties but with a lifetime’s 

experiences. Born of the working classes, Barthélemy had been a revolutionary conspirator 

since the age of sixteen. He had served nine years as a galley-slave after attempting to 

assassinate a policeman. Little daunted, after release he fought as a barricade commander in a 

major workers’ insurrection against the bourgeois government. Arrested again, Barthélemy 

made international headlines by his daring escape from the notorious military prison Cherche-

Midi in central Paris. Disguised as a priest, he slipped out of the country and made for England. 

 

Why were these comrades of revolution meeting in mortal combat? Fundamentally, they were 

very different types. Victor Hugo, in his great novel Les Miserables, painted a pen-portrait. 

Cournet was “a burly broad-shouldered man, red-faced, heavy-fisted, daring and loyal”. He 

was “intrepid, energetic, irascible and temperamental.” Barthélemy was “thin and puny, 

sallow-faced and taciturn, a sort of tragic outcast.” Cournet was something of a blowhard. He 

was well-known as a bully and an inveterate duellist. Barthélemy was a fanatic: disciplined, 

ruthless, and filled with a cold rage against society. 

 

It was an Irish man and graduate of Trinity College Dublin, Arthur Reeves, who explained the 

affair to a fascinated public. Reeves, who had spent 22 years living in France as a language 

tutor, kept company with the French political émigrés in London. The “boiling nature” of 

French blood, he reported, made them ultra-sensitive “upon the point of honour”. Cournet had 

spread rumours about Barthélemy’s girlfriend, suggesting she was a prostitute. Most men, 

knowing Cournet’s reputation, might have turned a deaf ear. For Barthélemy, however, the 

slight was not just personal. The dignity of his class and his revolutionary enterprise was at 

stake. Cournet refused to apologise, and a duel was inevitable. 

https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/111/1114530/the-murderer-of-warren-street/9781786090263.html
https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/books/the-last-duel-a-french-affair-with-an-irish-twist-1.3806931
https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/books/the-last-duel-a-french-affair-with-an-irish-twist-1.3806931
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'The Murderer of Warren Street' by Marc Mulholland (Windmill) 

 

Cournet confidently let loose his fire but missed his aim. Now it was Barthélemy’s turn. He 

pulled the trigger, but the gun misfired. He tried again, it misfired again. In a growing 

frustration of terror, Cournet threw his weapon at Barthélemy’s head. “Use mine!” Barthélemy 

picked it up, took aim and fired. Cournet fell to the ground, mortally wounded. He died later 

that night in the nearby Barley Mow Inn. For years afterwards his ghost was reputed to haunt 

the place. 

 

Barthélemy and the duelling ‘seconds’ – friends and assistants to the ‘principals’ – fled the 

scene, but the new electric telegraph system sent news ahead, and police arrested them at 

Waterloo station. They were charged with murder. 

 

Duelling had been a common social practice. Prime Minister William Pitt, the Duke of York, 

even Daniel O’Connell, the Irish Liberator, had all defended their honour on the field. Though 

technically a grievous criminal offence, duelling was in effect permitted for aristocrats, officers 

and gentlemen. It was only denied to the common people. The normal practice was for suspects 

to be released on bail before being found ‘not guilty’. This had been a republican duel, however, 

and Barthélemy and his seconds were working class. They were flung in jail to await trial. 

 

Once more a curious Irish connection comes into play. Just a few months before the duel, in 

July 1852, British soldiers had fired upon a crowd in the small manufacturing town of 

Sixmilebridge in County Clare, killing six peasants. The occasion had been a tumultuous 

election assembly, with locals under the leadership of their priests shouting against landlord 

influence, but there is little evidence that soldiers had been seriously provoked or threatened. 

British opinion was shocked not by the massacre, however, but by the jury of the coroner’s 

court bringing in a verdict of ‘wilful murder’ against the soldiers and the magistrate. This 

should have meant imprisonment of the accused until their criminal trial. Instead, the 

Government-appointed Attorney General intervened to order their release on bail. Shortly 

afterwards he struck down the coroner’s court verdict. 

 



 19 

At the Windsor Assizes, the lawyers defending Barthélemy and the others seized upon this 

legal chicanery. If soldiers could be released on bail as men of good reputation, they asked, 

why not these honourable duellists? It was an embarrassing moment for British justice, and a 

special appeal court had to be convened to adjudicate the point of law. 

 

Unsurprisingly, the defence motion was denied, but in so doing the judges had to state with 

unprecedented firmness that duelling, in fact, was not a crime to be mitigated by honour. It 

could no longer be winked at as a suitable affair for gentlemen. An important principle had 

been established. This, as it turned out, would be the last fatal duel ever to be fought on these 

islands. 

 

Barthélemy and the others were held on bail, went to trial, and were found guilty. The jury, 

however, brought in a verdict of manslaughter and the sentence was a mere six months. 

Barthelemy’s extraordinary career was far from over. Upon release, he planned the crime of 

the century - to assassinate Louis Napoleon, now Napoleon III, Emperor of the French. His 

furious temper got the better of him, however, and when his employer resisted Barthelemy’s 

attempt to extort revolutionary funds, a fatal fight ensued. In January 1855, in the falling snow, 

Barthelemy was hanged for murder outside Debtors’ Gate at Newgate prison. 

 

“The Murderer of Warren Street” by Marc Mulholland is published in paperback by Windmill. 
 

 

Tales of a Traffic Man 
John Bartlett (No relation!) 

 

A newbie on traffic with the late Brian Haynes. Either late turn or nights we were asked to 

rendezvous with a sergeant at Milford on the A3. It was the lead up to Christmas and we had 

come by some items for the festive board.  The weather was fine and the roads dry.  We 

were  standing by the cars. The sergeant announced that he wanted to look in the boot of the 

Zephyr.  Brian suggested that that was not a good idea. Sgt became insistent , Brian looked at 

me and  gestured me to get near the passenger door. When the words were uttered “PC Haynes 

I am going to look in the boot.”   I was into the car at the same time as Brian, and we  took off 

towards Guildford. Those familiar with the A3 at Eashing will be aware that a cutting through 

a hillside was made for the road to pass through. Brian had told me that on a normal day , with 

Town and Country tyres on the back , that the road could be taken  at 90 mph. If it was wet, 

then 85 was appropriate. If in a pursuit 95 mph. We left Milford with Brian pushing the car 

hard. I could see in my mirror the Sgt was following. There are bends  in the road through the 

cutting. I turned to look back at the other car left the road and went up the embankment , like 

the wall of death. To our relief I watched the other car return to the road.  Nothing more was 

said, and we enjoyed our Christmas. (Police Sergeant John Nicholas) 
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Zephyr Traffic cars from 1956 to mid 1960s 

 

One morning I was driving when we were made aware that the traffic on the A3 bypass , near 

the cathedral had come to  a stop.  I made my way to the front of the holdup . A  swan was 

walking along the road.  I suggested to my operator that he should deal with it. 'I am not picking 

that up ' was the reply. It has always been difficult getting staff !  I got out and walked alongside 

the swan. I was uncertain as old wife’s tales said that their wings were powerful enough to 

break a man's  arm. Deep breath and I took hold by the neck with my right hand and reached 

down and put my left arm under its body. and held sufficiently to my side .  Just as well as 

I  avoided the discharge  that shot out of the rear end.   I got the thumbs up from motorists that 

had witnessed this act of bravery.  The  RSPCA arrived  and took charge.  The bird had a broken 

wing, in all probability from hitting a power line. 

  

Driving one of the 'Mike'' (Traffic Department call sign) cars with Gerry Bixley as co-

pilot.  Whilst slowly driving through the Farnham railway station complex , Gerry  said with 

an urgent voice 'Stop ' Emergency stop.  What is it I asked, “Back up” , I did , “A little more , 

stop” I did. “What is it?”   Gerry said ,”You see those goods wagons?”  “Yes.” Looking for 

suspects. Gerry explained that the body of the wagons were post war probably 1945 and the 

rolling part pre-war. You can tell that because the old wagons had five rivets down a diagonal 

a side strut and the new ones had three.  Not a lot of people know that.  We resumed patrol. 

(Turns out Gerry was a railway model maker!) 

 

John now lives in Dorset. 

 

 

 



 21 

Sandgate Initial 1959 

 

 
Gerry Bixley: Top Row 2nd from left 329 Frank Carter transferred to  Thames Valley after a 

few years and 2nd from right 164 Vic Hall briefly served at Oxted  and didn’t complete 

probation,  2nd row down five from left  Gerry Bixley,  384 Fred Creagh six from left died in 

recent years.  PC151 Dave Chatt at right hand end of same row.  Sandgate initial 1959 

  
Gerry, Fred and on the right Dave 

 

Gerry Bixley: I think it was course 159A. Second row up from bottom Pip Hipkiss { 

Hampshire} who sometimes took us from Guildford on weekends in an Austin 7. Remember 

this was January, February and March in winter in Kent so we  had some hairy 

Journeys.  Sometimes Frank Carter  would hire a Bedford Dormobile and take a group home. 

He used to be a London ambulance driver.  
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Sandgate Course 179 Class A3 29 June 1961-23 September 

1961 
 

 
Course 179 Class A3 29 June 1961-23 September 1961 

 
 

 
Sweetman  John Bartlett    AP Hill           Lawrenson  J Tanner 

 

 
Wiseman           Tiernan     Packham 
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Surrey Constabulary PC830 PC413 1961 

 

 
Chelmsford advanced driving course – John Bartlett rear centre 
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Maidstone advanced driving course 

 

John Bartlett. When I transferred to the Metropolitan Police, they did not recognise the two 

certificates I had Chelmsford and Maidstone. I was sent on a check test at Hendon to assess 

whether I  was suitable to go on their advance course. A ride around the countryside, fast , with 

the two driving school bosses. Result, they gave me a Class 1 there and then. Apparently, the 

training I had received was not that bad after all. In addition, I was the first CID officer to drive 

a 'Q' car. A car made infamous by Harry Roberts. 

 

Earliest Recruits to the Surrey Constabulary 

 

Recruiting and Wastage 1851 
Robert Bartlett   

 
PC 88 Charles Carpenter, Surrey Constabulary appointment 259 May 1856-July 1859. 

Blinded on duty and superannuated. Photograph 1857 when appointed as village 

constable at Clandon on 18s a week. 
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Those interested in the Surrey Constabulary history will be aware of this picture of PC 

Carpenter. This is probably the earliest photograph of a Surrey Constabulary constable though 

there are more from about the 1880s. Joined in May 1856 he resigned in July 1859, 

superannuated at 14s a week. There is no mention of a medical pension, such a concept possibly 

did not exist in the Surrey Constabulary at that time. PC Charles Carpenter was described in 

1857 as “an intelligent, inoffensive, young man who had his eye literally driven out of its socket 

by a large stone.” Guy Fawkes November 1857:  Serious injuries were received by several of 

the police among whom were PCs Charles Carpenter, an intelligent, inoffensive, young man 

who had his eye literally driven out of its socket by a large stone. Roger Parks and Robert 

Bucket who both had their heads broken by similar missiles.  

 

Blind in one eye, and possibly losing the sight of the other he finally left on fourteen shillings 

a week. The average pay for a PC in 1851 was £49.10s with Carpenter receiving about 

£36.10s a year. 

 

The following table is made up of information taken from the Surrey Constabulary Defaulter’s 

register a nominal role recruit to the force to be found under reference Surrey County Archive 

9152/1/2/1/1. There follows a breakdown with some explanation of the figures. 

 

The chief constable required Surrey Constabulary recruits to be honest and sober, less than 

thirty years of age (national requirement 40) and at least five feet seven inches tall. He did not 

do well on the sobriety test, the height limit was maintained but 42% of, where known, men 

were aged over 30. Many of these of course were probably recruited at that age because of their 

police experience. In 1871 the average height of men in the population was 5 feet 5 inches and 

is unlikely to be significantly different in 1851. Of the first 53 men recruited where a height is 

given: 

 

The men had to be “able to read and write, intelligent and active, free from bodily complaint 

and strong constitution and recommended as of irreproachable character and connections.”10 11 

It is not known what the recruiting process was, but it is most likely references were called for 

and that there would be an interview.  

 

 

Reg 

No 

Name Previous 

occupation/service 

 

Service in Surrey Post Surrey 

1 William 

Biddlecombe 

Isle of White, Hants 

Constabulary 18 March 

1840 resigned 14th 

September 1840 

appointed High 

Constable and 

Inspector of Police at 

Godalming 

1851 chief superintendent age 

36 at £170 pa including forage 

and feed for county horse. 5 

Feet ten inches tall. Highly 

regarded and experienced 

detective. No mention of any 

DCC role a deputy for the chief 

constable.  

Resigned 1858 

left to take The 

Swan at Chertsey 

and Clerk of 

Chertsey 

racecourse none of 

original senior 

ranks remained 

 
10 A History of Police in England and Wales TA Critchley 1967 page 146 
11 “A Hundred Years of the Surrey Constabulary” Durrant page 5 
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Surrey 

Constabulary after 

he left.  

2  Edward Codd From 1840 City of 

London Notts and 

Staffs 

25 Jan 1851 Born British 

Guiana 6 feet 36 years 

appointed Superintendent at £55 

pa 28 April 1851 advanced to 

£90pa Guildford, Reigate 

Resigned October 

1853 appointed 

superintendent 

Plymouth. Death - 

Falmouth 22 Oct 

1862 congestion of 

brain brought on by 

mental anxiety late 

Supt Plymouth son 

of Major Gen 

Edward Codd 

Governor CinC 

Barbados 

3 Timothy Casey  Dublin Metropolitan 

Police Staffordshire 

Constabulary 

Superintendent Joined 9 Jan 

1851 age 36 5 feet 10 inch 

Sworn 25 January. GO54 July 

1851 £5 pay rise  

Resigned. 

Compelled to 

resign 18 

December 1852 

4 Alfred Hughes Metropolitan Police D 

Division Alnwick, 
Northumberland 1837-

1851 

Appointed 9 Jan 1851 sworn 25 

Jan. age 35, 5 feet 8 inches. 
Superintendent at £85 pa. GO54 

July 1851 £5 pay ris 

Resigned 16 Nov 

1851 to become 
chief of police Bath 

5 Phillip Samuel 

Sargent 

Bath Police, Essex  Appointed January 9 sworn 25 

Jan aged 29 Chief Constable: 

resign for the lax way he did his 

duties and for being in debt 

showing he “was not fit for the 

responsible situation of 

superintendent.” 

Ordered to resign 

26 July 1851 owing 

to debt later 

appointed Supt 

Bucks then Lincoln 

6 Thomas 

Bedwell 

Llandilo 

Carmarthenshire 

Constab1843-1851 

Appointed inspector January 9 

sworn 25 Jan then 

Superintendent Godstone, 

Dorking and Godalming 

Resign 8 Jan 1852 

as superintendent 

7 Josiah Radley Essex Constabulary Appointed Jan 9, 1851 inspector 

sworn 25 Jan. Age 33 Nov 1851 

5 feet 10 inches 

Resigned 

Appointed 

superintendent 

Derby 

8 Charles Everett Essex Constabulary 

1840-1851 

Born Braintree age 29 in July 

1851 5 feet 7 and half inches.  

Appointed 9 Jan 1851 1st Class 

Surrey Constabulary sworn 25 

January, Jan 1851 Inspector Jan 

1852 Superintendent  

Dismissed from 

Surrey 

Constabulary 

Appointed Supt 

Godalming 1858 

salary £54 12s later 

Supt Chichester 

Police 

9 Charles 

Mainwright Hill 

Staffs Constabulary 8 

years’ service 

Age 30 in 1851 6 feet 1 inch. 

Joined Surrey Constabulary 9 

Jan 1851 sworn 25 January 

Appointed third class promoted 

second class May 1 1851  

Dismissed July 25, 

1851  drunk 

10 George Sewers A labourer near 

Colchester  

Age 30 in 1851 5 feet 9 inches 

born Epping. Joined Surrey 

Constabulary Jan 9, 1851 sworn 

Dismissed 11 

September 1855 

drunk 
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25 January 1851 appointed First 

Class May 1 1854 

11 Edward Kiddy Carpenter then Essex 

Constabulary 

29 in September 1851 5 feet ten 

and a half inches – born 

Halsted, Essex. Joined Surrey 

Constabulary Jan 9 1851 sworn 

25 January 

Dismissed 1871 ten 

previous discipline 

offences, for 

making a false 

report to Police 

Sergeant Atkins 

12 Henry 

Sunerway 

Metropolitan Police 1-

year Essex 3 years  

27 in 1851 5 feet 8 and a half 

inches born Edinburgh joined 

Surrey Constabulary 9 January 

1851 sworn 25 January  

Resigned May 

1854 Very good 

conduct 

13 Charles Bonner Corn Dealer Age 36 in 1851 born Guildford 

appointed Surrey Constabulary 

third class 11 Jan 1851 sworn 

25 January 

DIED 13 March 

1852 typhus buried 

Ewhurst. 

Subscription raised 

within force to help 

widow 

14  Charles Atwell 

Cooper 

Tailor Born Newport Isle of Wight age 

21 in 1851 5 feet 9 inches 

joined Surrey Constabulary 11 

Jan 1851 sworn 25 January 

Resigned 13 May 

1853 good conduct 

15  William 

Anderson 

Army, 56 Regt of Foot 

and Metropolitan 

Police  

Age 22 1851 sworn 25 January  Resigned May 8, 

1854 Good conduct 

16 Walter Aylen Essex Constabulary Age 24 in 1851 – described 

“rather stout” born Halsted. 

Joined Surrey Constabulary Jan 

13, 1851 sworn 25 Jan. First 

Class Oct 1 1851 

Resigned July 7, 

1852 publican 

Addlestone – 3 

discipline 2 drunk 

and being in pub 

on duty. Conduct 

Good! 

17  Charles Baker Occupation Mason Age 37 5 feet ten inches born 

Newport Isle of Wight joined 13 

Jan 1851 

Resigned 13 Feb 

1851 one-month 

service 

18 Samuel Broom Labourer PC40 age 29 in 1851 5 feet 8 

inch Joined Surrey 

Constabulary Jan 1851 

Resigned Nov 17, 

1851 after ten 

months service 

19 George Beattie  Miller 24 in 1851 born Emsworth 

joined Jan 1, 1851 sworn 25 Jan 

1851. Dismissed March 14, 

1852 gross misconduct re-

appointed May 20 1852 

Resigned April 1, 

1854 took a 

grocer’s shop at 

Cranleigh 

20 James 

Cranstone 

Hants Constabulary Age 30 in 18515 feet 11 inches 

born Crondall, Farnham joined 

Surrey Constabulary 13 May 

1851 sworn 25 Jan 1851 

Resigned 5 April 

1856 – good 

conduct - became 

PC at Waterloo 

Station 

21 Henry Cook South Eastern Railway Aged 22 in 1851 5 feet 10 ½ 

inch joined Surrey Constabulary 

13 Jan 1851  

Dismissed 11 June 

1851 indifferent 

conduct 

drunkenness and 

enlisting! 

22 John Cummins Hants Constabulary 

1840 - 45 Farnham 

Age 37 in 1851 5 feet 9 ½ inch 

born Kingsclere joined Surrey 

Called upon to 

resign Jan 31, 1865 

for five offences in 
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Service in Surrey Post Surrey 

Board of Guardians as 

relieving Officer 

Constabulary 13 Jan 1851 

sworn 25 Jan 1851 

11 years – missing 

conference points. 

23 Peter Thomas 

Collett 

Metropolitan Police six 

and a half years 

Age 29 in 1851 5 feet 8 ½ inch 

born Cornwall Joined Surrey 

Constabulary 13 Jan 1851 

sworn 25 Jan 1851 

Permitted to resign 

for frequenting 

public houses on 

duty 5 February 

1856 four cases of 

discipline 

“Tolerably good on 

the whole” 

24 Alfred Botting Metropolitan Police  Age 23 in 1851 5 feet 9 inch 

Born Dunsfold  

Not sworn in. 

Joined 17 Jan 1851 

and dismissed that 

day for 

unbecoming 

conduct in the 

public street. 

25 Robert Cole Labourer living Essex Aged 21 in 1851 6 feet 1 inch 

born Haverill Suffolk joined 

Surrey Constabulary 13 Jan 

1851 sworn 25 January 

Resigned 25 

November 1853 

then PC 

Cambridgeshire 

26 John Dashwood  Coach painter Age 25 in 1851 5 feet 8 inch 
born Isle of Wight joined Surrey 

Constabulary 13 Jan 1851 

sworn 25 Jan  

Resigned 14 March 
1857 became 

Police Sergeant in 

Kent 

27 Richard 

Farmfield 

Labourer Born Guildford aged 28 in 1851 

5 feet 7 inch. Joined 13 May 

1851 sworn 22 January 1851 

Sworn and 

dismissed same 

day! Jan 22, 1851 

for being in a 

public house with a 

prostitute 

28 Charles Fletcher City of London, 

Metropolitan Police, 

Essex Supt of Police at 

Whitehaven 

Age 38 in 1851 5 feet 9 inch 

born Tillingham Essex PC 

Surrey Constabulary Jan 13, 

1851 May 1 1852 Inspector  

May 1855 

Desertion and 

fraud Dismissed 17 

May 1855 – 

conduct Bad! 

29 William Forse Labourer then 

Metropolitan Police 

Kingston and Army 

Aged 27 in 1851 5 feet 10-

inches place of birth not given.  

Joined Surrey Constabulary 13 

January 1851 

Permitted to resign 

for insolence to the 

Superintendent 30 

June 1851 

30  George 

Freestone 

Labourer then East and 

West Suffolk 

Constabularies 7 years  

Age 29 in 1851 5 feet 10 inches 

born Suffolk. Joined Surrey 

Constabulary 13 Jan 1851 

sworn 25 Jan 1851 

Dismissed 11 May 

1852 conduct BAD 

– three previous 

discipline 2 

drunkenness and 

one abusing a 

female! 

31  John Kelsey 

Green 

Labourer Age 20 in 1851 5 feet 7 ¾ inch 

born Godalming joined Surrey 

Constabulary 13 Jan 1851 

sworn 25 Jan 1851 

Resigned 30 June 

1851 

32 James Hastings No occupation 

recorded 

Born 32 1851 5 feet 11-inch 

place of birth not given Joined 

Surrey Constabulary 13 Jan 

1851 sworn 25 Jan 1851 

Dismissed 8 Feb 

1851 for second 

offence of 

drunkenness in less 

than a month. Jan 
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22 drunk and fined 

1 shilling before 

being sworn! 

33 Gerry Head  Tailor Aged 33 on 1851 5 feet 10 inch 

born Guildford joined Surrey 

Constabulary 13 Jan 1851 

sworn 25 Jan.  

Dismissed 29 Jan 

1856 four previous 

discipline2 or 

frequenting a 

public house on 

duty. 

34 James Holden Farm labourer Born Hascombe age 26 1851 5 

feet 10 inch joined Surrey 

Constabulary 13 JAN 1851 

sworn 25 Jan 1851  

Resigned 5 Feb 

1852 

35 Andrew 

Jackman 

Carpenter living on the 

Isle of Wight 

Place of birth not given. age 32 

1851 5 feet 10 inches. Joined 

Surrey Constabulary 13 Jan 

1851 sworn 25 Jan  

Resigned 13 Feb 

1851 after one 

month 

36 James Lewis Occupation not given – 

living Guildford 

age 28 in 1851 5 feet 7 ½ inches 

joined Surrey Constabulary 13 

Jan 1851 sworn 25 Jan. 

Gross misconduct 

3 offences 

permitted to resign. 

37  George 

Lawrence 

Metropolitan Police  Place of birth not given aged 37 

1851 5 feet 8 ½ inches joined 
Surrey Constabulary Jan 13 

1851 sworn 25 Jan 1851 

Resigned April 11, 

1851 after 3 
months service 

38 James Murtell A Turner and 10th 

Hussars 1832-1838 

Age 31 in 1851 5 feet 8 inches 

born Chichester. Joined Surrey 

Constabulary 13 Jan 18511 

November 1856 Inspector at 

£65pa Superintendent May 

1858 £85 pa then 

Superintendent £90 June 1864 

Superintendent £100 

FIRST PENSIONER Surrey 

Constabulary 

Full pension £12 pa 

19 October 1876 

died March 5, 1879 

Brighton.   

39 Christopher 

Rooney 

Worked for the Watch 

Committee of Farnham 

as a paid constable 

Place of birth not given aged 40 

18515 feet 7 ½ inch.  

Permitted to resign 

April 16, 1851 

immoral conduct 

40 Joseph 

Robinson 

2 Btn 60th Rifles for 17 

years  

Age 35 1851 5 feet 8 ½ inches. 

Joined Surrey Constabulary 13 

Jan 1851 sworn 25 Jan 1851 

Dismissed 16 

October 1852 four 

offences of 

drunkenness 

41 William Byland Footman and 

Metropolitan Police 

1848-1850 

Age 30 in 1851, 5 feet 9 inches, 

Born Marlborough Wilts. Joined 

Surrey Constabulary 13 Jan 

1851 sworn 25 Jan  

Resigned 24 April 

1872 22 years’ 

service 

superannuated 1/6d 

per day conduct 

generally good - 9 

discipline – missed 

conference points, 

reduced from 2 to 

3rd Class 

42 Thomas 

Simmonds 

No information Joined Surrey Constabulary 13 

Jan 1851 sworn 25 Jan  

Resigned May 1, 

1851 no other 

information 

43 Henry Sims Windsor Borough 

Police 

 Aged 27 in 1851 5 feet 9 ½ 

inch. Joined Surrey 

Resigned April 6, 

1852 following 
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Service in Surrey Post Surrey 

Constabulary 13 Jan 1851 as 3rd 

Class 

discipline 17 

March 1852 

neglect of duty fine 

2/6d 

44 Thomas 

Williams 

Shere as a paid 

constable October 

1846-Jan 1851  

Age “about” 40 in 1851, 5 feet 8 

inches, born Lincolnshire. 

Joined Surrey Constabulary 13 

Jan 1851 sworn Jan 25 

Called upon to 

resign 31 May 

1861 reason not 

given. Two 

discipline during 

service.  

45 William May Essex Constabulary as 

constable 1844- 

December 1850 

Age 36 1851 5 feet 8 ½ inches.  

Joined Surrey Constabulary 14 

Jan 1851 sworn 25 Jan  

Resigned January 

10, 1862 no reason 

or conduct given. 

Three previous 

discipline 

46 James Blake Farnham rope maker Age 21 in 1851 5 feet 7 inches. 

Joined Surrey Constabulary 16 

Jan 1851 sworn 25 January 

Resigned Jan 12, 

1861 after 9 moves 

and 8 discipline 

47 John Broad Metropolitan Police 

1848 – Sept 1850 

Age 31 1851 5 feet 8 inch born 

Kingston joined Surrey 

Constabulary 16 Jan 1851 

sworn 25 Jan 1851 

Dismissed August 

7, 1851 on 3rd 

offence 

drunkenness. 

48 Benjamin Casar Labourer Age 20 6 feet, born Tilford 

Joined Surrey Constabulary  16 

January 1851 sworn 25 Jan 

1851 

Resigned 10 July 

1851 

49 John Coston Grenadier Guards 

1838-1845 Lancashire 

Constab 1847 - Dec 

1850 

Age 34 5 feet 8 ¾ born 

Godalming 

Resigned 12 Sept 

1853 conduct good 

– no discipline 

50 John Cutter Coachman  Born East Clandon age 29 in 

1851 5 feet 8 ¾ joined Surrey 

Constabulary 16 Jan 1851 

sworn 25 Jan 

Resigned 12 Feb 

1851 just under 

months’ service 

51 George French Labourer. 7th Hussars 

17 years 

age 40 1851 5 feet 9 inch born 

Camberwell joined Surrey 

Constabulary 16 Jan 1851 

sworn 25 Jan 1851 

Resigned 26 

January 1863 with 

a gratuity of £49 8s 

– one offence 

drunkenness in 

1862 

52 Francis Webb 

Henson 

Royal Marine Artillery 

4 years  

Born Worcester age 25 in 1851 

5 feet 8 inches. Joined 1851 

Dismissed Feb 15, 

1854 6 discipline 

record last two 

drunkenness 

53 William Moore Labourer Age 26 in 1851 % feet 10 

inches born Woolavington 

Somerset joined Surrey 

Constabulary 16 Jan 1851 

sworn 25 Jan 1851 

Resigned 13 May 

1853 and joined 

Windsor Borough 

Police. 

54 George 

Rowland 

Labourer Age 32 5 feet 9 inch born Alton 

Joined 16 January 1851 sworn 

25 Jan. 

Superannuated 

April 1, 1876 25 

years’ service £12. 

pa died February 9, 

1877.  0n pension 

for 10 months. 
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55 William 

Newman 

South Western Railway 

Labourer 

Age 24 1851 5 foot 8 ¾ born 

Godalming joined Surrey 

Constabulary 16 Jan 1851 

sworn 25 Jan 1851  

Dismissed 21 Jan 

1852 general 

inefficiency 

56 George Tugwell Miller Age 34 1851 5 feet 7 inch born 

Cranleigh joined Surrey 

Constabulary 16 Jan 1851 

sworn 25 January 

Resigned Feb 12, 

1851 less than one 

month’s service 

57 James Walker Labourer Age 21 1851 5 feet 7 inch born 

Guildford Joined Surrey 

Constabulary 16 Jan 1851 

sworn 25 Jan 

Resigned May 23, 

1851 Generally 

good – one 

discipline for 

drunkenness. 

58 Albert 

Wakeford 

Butcher Age 22 1851 5 feet 11 inches. 

Born Alton Joined Surrey 

Constabulary Jan 1851 

Resign Nov 13, 

1852 after four 

postings but no 

discipline 

59 George Atkins Metropolitan Police Age 26 1851 5 feet 8 ½ born 

Amersham  

Joined Surrey Constabulary Jan 

1851 

Dismissed July 18, 

1853 after 6 

postings and 5 

discipline for 

drunkenness 

60 Alfred Bates No occupation given Age 29 1851 5 feet 9 ½ joined 

Surrey Constabulary Jan 1851 

Resigned 9 August 

1851 2 postings 

and no discipline  

61 William 

Kendillon 

No occupation given Age 34 in 1851 5 feet 8 inches 

born London joined Surrey 

Constabulary 17 Jan 1851 

Resigned 2 April 

1851 

62 John Lawrence Labourer Age 25 1851 5 feet 9 inch born 

Ash. Joined Surrey 

Constabulary 17 Jan 1851  

Resigned 6 Nov 

1852 after two 

postings and 3 

discipline offences. 

63 John Read Grocer Age 38 1851 5 feet 8 ½ born 

Portsee, Hants Joined 17 Jan 

1851. 28 Aug 1852 suspended 

until 12 October 1852 having 

been taken ill shortly after his 

suspension he did not return to 

his duty until the latter date.” 

Superannuated 31 

March 1867 after 

16 years conduct 

very good after 4 

postings and one 

discipline missing 

a conference point.  

64 James Briggs Dorking Police 

employed by Watch 

Committee as a full-

time constable working 

under Inspector 

Donaldson 

Age 39 in 1851 5 feet 7 ½ 

inches joined Surrey 

Constabulary 18 Jan 1851  

Resigned after a 

Month 10 Feb 

1851 

65 John Page Birmingham Police 18 

months, Worcestershire 

Constab 22 April 1845- 

January 14, 1851  

Age 32 11851 5 feet 9 ½ born 

Glastonbury Joined Surrey 

Constabulary 18 Jan 1851 

Superannuated 

30 September 

1873 £12 pa 

died Nov 24, 

1878. 1 

discipline 1853 

absent without 

leave – three 

stations 
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66 Peter Pearce Hants Constab then 

Shamley Green 

Wonersh as a paid 

constable 

Age 33 1851 5 feet 9 ½ joined 

Surrey Constabulary 18 Jan 

1851 

Dismissed 

neglect of duty 

Aug 15 1852 

67 George Onslow Labourer Age 28 5 feet 7 inch born 

Godalming joined Surrey 

Constabulary 22 Jan 1851 

Dismissed 29 

May 1852 for 

insubordination 

then committed 

14 days hard 

labour Jan 5, 

1852 for not 

delivering up 

the while of his 

police clothing 

GO83 
68 Edmund 

Woodcock 

Essex Constabulary Age 32 in 1851 5 feet 8 ¼ born 

Chelmsford joined Surrey 

Constabulary 23 Jan 1851 

sworn 25 Jan 1851  

Resigned 16 

June 1853 in 

consequence of 

ill health – good 

conduct 
69 George Morley No occupation given 24 in 1851 5 feet 9 ½ living 

Maidstone joined Surrey 

Constabulary 28 Jan 1851  

Resigned 31 

March 1851 

after 2 months 
70 George Benge 

Wenham 

Farmer Age 23 in 1851 5 feet 11 inch 

born Maidstone joined Surrey 

Constabulary 30 Jan 1851 

sworn 8 Feb 1851 

Resigned. 

Called on to 

resign 21 

October 1858. 

One offence of 

drunkenness – 

11 postings 
71 William 

Benham 

Paid Constable of 

Chertsey 

Age 29 5 feet 8 inch joined 

Surrey Constabulary Feb 1, 

1851 appointed inspector 

Dismissed 30 

April 1852 not 

accounting for 

money and 

falsehood 
72 Robert Collins Paid Constable at 

Chobham 

Joined Surrey Constabulary 1 

February 1851 aged 32 5 feet 10 

inch born Chobham 

Dismissed May 

1, 1851 

Drunkenness 
73 Thomas Goose Metropolitan Police Aged 42 in 1851 5 feet 10 

Joined Surrey Constabulary Feb 

1 1851 No other information 

Resigned after 

one-month 6 

March 1851 
74  Thomas High Metropolitan Police 

and Head Constable 

Godalming Police  

Age 34 in 1851 5 feet 10, born 

Norfolk Joined Surrey 

Constabulary 1 Feb 1851 

Resigned 31 

March 1853 

appointed 

superintending 

constable of 

Bucks 
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Head Constable 

Godalming 

Police 1859 
75 George Stuart No other information Joined Surrey Constabulary 1 

February 1851 
Resigned 28 

Feb 1851 after 

one month 
76 Edward Wilson Birmingham City 

Police Paid Constable 

at Thorpe 

Age 39 5 feet 10 ½, born 

Winslow. Joined Surrey 

Constabulary Jan 1851 

Promoted inspector 

Dismissed 17 

November 1854 

77 Francis 

Livermore 

Essex Constabulary  Age 27 in 1851 5 feet 10 inch 

born Brentford joined Surrey 

Constabulary 3 Feb 1851  

Resigned April 

30, 1851 after 

about 3 months 
78 Bernard 

Sheridan 

Staffordshire 

Constabulary 

Age 31 in 1851 6 foot, born 

Ireland joined Surrey 

Constabulary 2 Feb 1851  

Dismissed 25 

February after 

less than a 

month for gross 

misconduct in 

another county. 
79 John Smith Irish Constabulary 

1836-1848  

Age 36 in 1851 5 feet 10 ½ born 

Mayo, Ireland Living London. 

Joined Surrey Constabulary 11 

Feb 1851  

Superannuation 

1 April 1874 23 

years £46 12s 

pa. Good 

conduct, 7 

postings, 7 

discipline 
80 Edward Betts Windlesham as a paid 

constable 

1851 aged 37 5 feet 10 inches  Dismissed after 

a week for gross 

falsehood and 

attempt to 

defraud 
81  William 

Donaldson 

Artist then 

Metropolitan Police 

Superintending 

Constable Dorking 

Police 1838-1851 

Age 39 in 1851 5 feet 10 ½ born 

Clackmannan joined Surrey 

Constabulary Feb 15, 1851 

served Chobham, Leatherhead, 

Horley, Haslemere 

Killed at 

Haslemere on 

duty 29 July 

1855 

82 Charles 

Hollington 

Metropolitan Police 

1837-41 and 

superintending 

constable Guildford 

Borough Police to 1841 

1851 

Age 38 in 1851 5 feet 10 inch 

born Highgate joined Surrey 

Constabulary 15 Feb 1851 

Superintendent at £85 pa. 

Posted Chertsey Godstone, 

Farnham, Godstone, Chertsey 

Superannuation 

31 August 1872 

£73 pa.  

83 Jeremiah 

Campbell 

Guildford Borough 

Police under 

Hollington 

Age 34 in 1851 6 feet born 

London joined Surrey 

Constabulary 17 Feb 1851 

Dismissed 16 

Sept 1852 

neglect of duty 
84 Edward 

Coultrup 

Paid Constable 

Farnham  

Age 32 in 1851 5 feet 7 ½ inch 

born Farnham joined Surrey 

Constabulary 17 Feb 1851 

Dismissed 21 

August 1851 

defrauding the 

county 
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85 William Earle  Metropolitan Police  Age 29 1851 5 feet 7 ¾ born 

Cheam joined Surrey 

Constabulary 17 February 1851 

Dismissed Nov 

6, 1852 for 

insolence to the 

Chief 

Constable. 
86 George Lemon Guildford Borough 

Police July 11850- 

January 1851 

Age 20 1851 5 feet 10 inch, 

born West Clandon joined 

Guildford Borough Police 17 

Feb 1851 

Resigned 31 

March 1888 

superannuation 

£50 3s 10d after 

6 postings and 

two discipline 
87 John May Butcher Age 30 1851 5 feet 7 ½ born 

Farnham 
Dismissed 4 

March 1853 

drunkenness. 
88 Richard 

Langridge 

Blacksmith. Paid 

constable Nutfield 

Age 26 1851 5 feet 7 ½ born 

London.  
Dismissed 3 

August 1852 

general 

incompetence 

and contempt of 

court. Four 

discipline 

events. 
89 William 

Lambert 

Hants Constabulary 2 

weeks in 1846  

Age 30 in 1851 5 feet 8 inch 

born Sussex. Joined Surrey 

Constabulary 2 March 1851 

Superannuation 

£46 12s 10d being 

2/3 of his pay. 

Resigned through 

ill-health. 

90 John Sinclair 

Miller 

Edinburgh, Glasgow 

and City of London 

Police.  

Age 23 in 1851 5 feet 8 inches 

born Caithness joined Surrey 

Constabulary 4 March 1851 

Resigned 16 

August 1853 and 

emigrated to 

Australia 

91 James Woodley Royal Marine Artillery Age 31 1851 5 feet 8 ½ born 

Portsmouth joined Surrey 

Constabulary 7 March 1851 

Dismissed 17 

August 1852 

drunkenness after 4 

postings and 4 

discipline events  

92 Alfred Henry 

Bungard 

Shoemaker. Hants 

Constabulary 4 months  

Age 20 in 1851 5 feet 11 inch, 

born Chichester Joined Surrey 

Constabulary 11 March 1851  

Superannuation: 1 

Jan 1890 after 7 

postings from 

inspector to 

superintendent. 

Pension 2/3 £120pa 

49 years’ service 

93 James William 

Parr 

Rope maker  Age 20 1851 5 feet 10 inch, 

born Lowestoft joined Surrey 

Constabulary 14 March 1851. 

DCC. And Superintendent when 

died 

Died scarlet fever 

July 19 1868 

94 John Fitzgerald Irish Constabulary and 

City of London Police 

Age 25 in 1851, 6 feet, born 

Ireland joined Surrey 

Constabulary 20 March 1851 

Resigned 28 

January 1852 after 

4 postings and two 

discipline events 
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95 Gransbury John 

Bullimer 

Farmer, Essex 

Constabulary for one 

month 

Age 31 in 1851 6 feet. Born 

Colchester joined Surrey 

Constabulary 21 March 1851  

Resigned 6 January 

1859 after 4 

postings and two 

discipline. The day 

before, Nov 5 1859 

Cowardice reduced 

first to second class 

constable. 

96 John Higgett 

Chapman 

Metropolitan Police 13 

years and Godalming 

Borough Police for six 

months. 

Age 37 in 1851 5 feet 8 ½, born 

Eccles, Suffolk joined Surrey 

Constabulary 29 March 1851 

Superannuation 30 

September 1867 

pension 1/8th a day. 

15 Postings 2 

discipline 

97 John Slack Railway employee Age 32 in 1851 5 feet 10 inches 

born London Joined Surrey 

Constabulary April 1851 

Dismissed 31 May 

1851 drunkenness 

98 Edward Hilder Draper Age 29 1851 5 feet 9 ½ inches 

born Sussex joined Surrey 

Constabulary 10 April 1851 

Permitted to resign 

30 April 1854 after 

5 postings and 3 

discipline events 

99 William 

Godman 

Labourer Age 23 in 1851 5 feet 7 inches.  

Joined Surrey Constabulary 19 
April 1851 

Resigned 31 March 

1852 

100 David Evans Carmarthenshire Police 

Llandovery 7 1/2 years  

Age 28 1851 5 feet 10 inch 

joined Surrey Constabulary 3 

May 1851 

Resigned 15 

September 1854 

after 4 postings and 

one discipline for 

drunkenness 

 

 

Surrey Constabulary Defaulter’s (enrolment) Register 12 

 

First 100 entries. Often the data was not recorded especially if there was an early resignation 

or dismissal. 
No Age Height Place of 

birth 

Date 

joined 

Previous 

Occupation 

Resign Dismissed Length of service 

1 36 5’10” Isle of Wight 9 

January 

1851 

Police  

 

1 May 

1858 

 8 years 

2 36 6’ Staffs 9 

January 

1851 

Police also 

surgeon 

31 Oct 

1853 

Promotion 

Plymouth 

2 years 9 months 

3 36 5’10” Staffs 9 

January 

1851 

Police 18 Dec 

1852 

Compelled 

to resign 

2yrs 

4 35 5’8” Northumberl

and 

9 

January 

1851 

Police 16 Nov 

1851 

Chief Bath 10 months 

 
12 Surrey County Archive 9152/1/2/1/1 
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No Age Height Place of 

birth 

Date 

joined 

Previous 

Occupation 

Resign Dismissed Length of service 

5 29 5’10”  9 

January 

1851 

Police 26 July 

1851 

Order to 

resign 

6 months 

6 33 5’11”  9 

January 

1851 

Police 8 Jan 

1852 

 1 year 

7 33  5’10”  9 

January 

1851 

Police Resigned  Supt Derby  

8 29 5’7 ½” Braintree  9 

January 

1851 

Police  14 Oct 

1856 

Supt 

5yrs 10 mths 

9 30 6’1”  9 

January 

1851 

Police  25 July 

1851 

6 months 

10 30 5’9” Epping 9 

January 

1851 

Labourer  11 Sept 

1855 

5 years 

11 29 5’10 ½”  Halstead, 

Essex 

9 

January 

1851 

Police  1871 20 years 

12 27 5’8 ½”  Edinburgh 9 

January 

1851 

Police May 

1854 

 3yrs 5 months 

13 36 6’ Guildford 9 

January 

1851 

Corn dealer Died 13 

March 

1852 

typhus 

 13 months 

14 21 5’9” Isle of Wight 9 

January 

1851 

Tailor 13 May 

1853 

 2yrs 4 months  

15 22 5’9 ½” London 13 

January 

1851 

 8 May 

1854 

 2yrs 4 months 

16 24 5’9” Halsted 

Essex 

13 

January 

1851 

Police July 7 

1852 

 18 months 

17 37 5’9 Isle of Wight 13 

January 

1851 

Mason 13 

February 

1851 

 1 month 

18 29 5’8” Egham 13 

January 

1851 

Labourer Nov 17 

1851 

 10 months 

19 24 5’11” Emsworth 13 

January 

1851 

Miller April 1 

1854 

 3yrs 3 months 

20 30 5’11” Crondall 13 

January 

1851 

Police 5 April 

1856 

joined 

 5yrs 3 MThs 
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No Age Height Place of 

birth 

Date 

joined 

Previous 

Occupation 

Resign Dismissed Length of service 

railway 

police 

21 22  5’10 ½  Godalming 13 

January 

1851 

Railway 

worker 

 11 June 

1851 

6 months 

22 37  5’9 1/2 Kingsclere 13 

January 

1851 

Relieving 

Officer 

Jan 31 

1865 

Told to 

resign 

14 year 

23 29 5’8 ¼  Cornwall 13 

January 

1851 

Police 5 Feb 

1856 

Permitted 

to resign 

5 years 

24 21 6’1” Haverill 13 

January 

1851 

Labourer 25 Nov 

1853 

 3 years 

25 23 5’9” Dunsfold Jan 17 

1851 

  Jan 17, 

1851 

Dismissed 

before 

sworn in 

1 day 

26 25 5’8” Isle of Wight 13 

January 

1851 

Coach 

painter 

14 March 

1857 

 6 years 

27 28  5’7” Guildford 13 

January 

1851 

Labourer  Jan 22 

1851 

9 days 

Sworn in that day 

28 38 5’9” Tillingham  

Essex 

13 

January 

1851 

Police  17 May 

1855 

4 years 

29 27 5’10    Labourer 30 June 

1851 

Permitted 

to resign 

6 months 

30 29 5’10” Suffolk  Police  11 May 

1852 

16 months 

31 20 5’7 ¾  Godalming 13 

January 

1851 

Labourer 30 June 

1851 

 6 months 

32 32 5’11”  13 

January 

1851 

  8 Feb 1851 1 months 

33 33 5’10” Guildford 13 

January 

1851 

Tailor  29 Jan 

1856 

5  years 

34 26 5’10” Hascombe 13 

January 

1851 

Farm 

labourer 

5 Feb 

1852 

 12 months 

35 32 5’10”  13 

January 

1851 

Carpenter 13 Feb 

1851 

 1 months 

36 28 5’7 ½   13 

January 

1851 

 18 Jan 

1852 

Permitted 

to resign 

1 year 
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No Age Height Place of 

birth 

Date 

joined 

Previous 

Occupation 

Resign Dismissed Length of service 

37 37  5’ 8 ½   13 

January 

1851 

Police 11 April 

1851 

 3 months 

38 31 5’8” Chichester 13 

January 

1851 

Army Pension  

19 Oct 

1876 

 25 years 

39 40 5’7 ½   13 

January 

1851 

Paid 

Constable 

16 April 

1861 

Permitted 

to resign 

3 months 

40  35  5’8 ½   

 

Brighton 13 

January 

1851 

Army  16 Oct 

1852 

1 year 10mths 

41 30 5’9 Marlborough 13 

January 

1851 

Police Pension 

24 April 

1872 

 21 years 

42   No other 

info 

13 

January 

1851 

 1 May 

1851 

 4 months 

43 27 5’9 ½   13 

January 

1851 

Windsor 

Borough 

Police 

6 April 

1852 

After 

discipline 

1 yr 3 months 

44 40 

Abt 

5’8 Lincs 13 

January 

1851 

Paid 

constable 

31 May 

1861 

Called on 

to resign 

10 yrs 4 months 

45 36 5’8 ½  Dorchester 14 

January 

1851 

Police 10 Jan 

1852 

 1 year 

46 21 5’7 Farnham 16 

January 

1851 

Rope maker 12 Jan 

1861 

 10 years 

47 31 5’8 Kingston 16 

January 

1851 

Police  7 Aug 

1851 

8 months 

48 20 6’ Tilford 16 

January 

1851 

Labourer 10 July 

1851 

 6 months 

49 34 5’8 ¾  Godalming 16 

January 

1851 

Police 12 Sept 

1853 

 1 yr 9 months 

50 29 5’8 ¾  East 

Clandon 

16 

January 

1851 

Coachman 12 Feb 

1851 

 1 month 

51 40 5’9 Camberwell 26 

January 

1851 

Soldier 26 Jan 

1863 

 12 years 

52 25 5’8 Worcester January 

1851 

Royal 

Marine 

 15 Feb 

1854 

3 years 

53 26  5’10 Woolaving-

ton 

16 

January 

1851 

Labourer  13 May 

1853 

2 years 4 months 
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No Age Height Place of 

birth 

Date 

joined 

Previous 

Occupation 

Resign Dismissed Length of service 

54 32 5’9 Alton 16 

January 

1851 

Labourer Pension 

1 April 

1876 

 25 years 

55 24 5’8 ¾  Godalming 16 

January 

1851 

Railway 

labourer 

 21 Jan 

1852 

1 year 

56 34 5’7 Cranley (sic) 16 

January 

1851 

Miller  12 Feb 

1851 

1 month 

57 21 5’7” Guildford 16 

January 

1851 

Labourer 23 May 

1851 

 5 months 

58 22 5’10 Alton 16 

January 

1851 

Butcher 13 Nov 

1852 

 1 yr 10 months 

59 26 5’8 ½  Amersham 16 

January 

1851 

Police  8 July 

1853 

2 yr 6 months 

60 29 5’9 ½   16 

January 

1851 

  9 Aug 

1851 

 7 months 

61 34 5’8 London 17 

January 

1851 

  2 April 

1851 

 2 months 

62 25 5’9 Ash 17 

January 

1851 

Labourer 6 Nov 

1852 

 1 yr 10 months 

63 38 5’8 ½ Portsea 17 

January 

1851 

Grocer Pension 

31 March 

1867 

 16 years 

64 39 5’ 7 ½   18 

January 

1851 

Paid 

Constable 

10 Feb 

1851 

 1 month 

65 32 5’91/2 Glastonbury 18 

January 

1851 

Police Pension 

30.9.73 

 22 years 

66 33 5’9 ½  18 

January 

1851 

Paid 

Constable 

 5 Aug 

1852 

1 yr 7 months 

67 28 5’7  Godalming 22 

January 

1851 

Labourer  29 May 

1852  

1 yr 3 months 

68 32 5’8 ½ Chelmsford 23 

January 

1851 

Police 16 June 

1863 ill 

health 

 10 yrs 5 months 

69 24  5’ 9 ½  28 

January 

1851 

 31 March 

1851 

 2 months 
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No Age Height Place of 

birth 

Date 

joined 

Previous 

Occupation 

Resign Dismissed Length of service 

70 23 

 

5’11  30 

January 

1851 

Farmer 21 Oct 

1858 

Called on 

to resign 

7 yrs 9 months 

71 29  5’8 Windsor 1 

Februar

y 1851 

Paid 

Constable 

 30 April 

1852 

13 months  

72 32 5’10 Chobham 1 

Februar

y 1851 

Paid 

constable 

 1 May 

1851 

3 months 

73 42  5’10  1 

Februar

y 1851 

Police 6 March 

1851 

 1 month 

74 34 5’10 Norfolk 1 

Februar

y 1851 

Police 31 March 

1853 

Supt Bucks 2 years 1 months 

75   No other 

information 

1 

Februar

y 1851 

 28 Feb 

1851 

 1 month 

76 39 5’10 ½  Winslow  1 

Februar

y 1851 

Paid 

constable 

 17 Nov 

1854 

3 yrs 10 months 

77 27 5’10 Brentwood 3 

Februar

y 1851 

Police 30 April 

1851 

 2 months 

78 31 6’ Ireland 2 

Februar

y 1851 

Police  25 Feb 

1851 

3 weeks 

79 36  5’10 ½ Ireland 11 

Februar

y 1851 

Police Pension 

1 April 

1874 

 23 years 

80 37  5’10  15 

Februar

y 1851 

Paid 

Constable 

 28 Feb 

1851 

2 weeks 

81 39 5’10 ½  Clackmanon 15 

Februar

y 1851 

Sup 

constable 

Dorking 

Police 

Killed on 

duty 29 

July 

1855 

 4 years 6 months 

82 38  5’10 Highgate 15 

Februar

y 1851 

Supt 

Guildford 

Borough 

Police  

Pension 

31 Aug 

1872 

 21 years 

83 34 6’ London 17 

Februar

y 1851 

Guildford 

Borough 

Police  

 16 Sept 

1852 

1 yr 8 months 

84 32 5’7 ½  Farnham 17 

Februar

y 1851 

Paid 

Constable 

 21 Aug 

1851 

6 months 

85 29 5’7 ¾  Cheam 17 

Februar

y 1851 

Police  6 Nov 

1852 

1 year 10 months 
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No Age Height Place of 

birth 

Date 

joined 

Previous 

Occupation 

Resign Dismissed Length of service 

86 20 5’10” West 

Clandon 

17 

Februar

y 1851 

Guildford 

Borough 

Police  

Pension 

31 March 

1888 

 37 years 

87 30 5’7 ½ Farnham 19 

Februar

y 1851 

Butcher  4 March 

1853 

2 years 

88 26 5’ 7 ½   London 22 

Februar

y 1851 

Paid 

Constable 

 3 Aug 

1852 

1 year 7 months 

89 30 5’8 Sussex 2 

March 

1851 

2 weeks 

Hants 

Ill health 

31 July 

1873  

 22 years 

90 23 5’10 

1/2 

Caithness 4 

March 

1851 

Police 16 Aug 

1853 

Emigrated 1 year 5 months 

91 31 5’8 ½  Portsmouth 7 

March 

1851 

Marine  17 Aug 

1852 

1 year 5 months 

92 20  5’ 11 Chichester 11 

March 

1851 

Shoemaker Pension 

1 Jan 

1890 as 

Supt 

 39 years 

93 20  5” 10 Lowestoft 14 

March 

1851 

Rope maker Died 19 

July 

1868 

 17 years 

94 25 6” Ireland 20 

March 

1851 

Irish Police 28 Jan 

1852 

 10 months 

95 31 6’ Colchester 21 

March 

1851 

Police/Fame

r 

6 Jan 

1859 

Cowardice 7 yrs 10 months 

96 37 5’8 1/2 Eccles 29 

March 

1851 

Godalming 

Police 

Pension 

30 Sept 

1867 

 16 years 

97 32 5’10” London 7 April 

1851 

Railway 

employee 

 31 May 

1851 

1 months 

98 29 5 9 1/2 Sussex 10 

April 

1851 

Draper 30 April 

1854 

Permitted 

to resign 

3 years 

99 23 5’7”  19 

April 

1851 

Labourer  31 March 

1852 

1 year 

100 28  5’10 Llandovery 3 May 

1851 

Police 15 Sept 

1854 

 3 yrs 4 months 
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Records of the first 100 recruits to the Surrey Constabulary in 1851 but many entries 

are incomplete. 

 
Surrey born where given. 

 

When joined living in Surrey 

23  20 

 

In the list of the first 100 recruits, Metropolitan Police, Essex, Staffordshire, Hampshire and 

the Isle of Wight feature prominently as previous forces with the relevant counties where given: 

 
Born 

County 

Number of officers County living when 

joined 

Number of officers 

Surrey 23 Surrey 20 

London 8 London 7 

Hampshire 8 Essex 7 

Essex 8 Kent 2 

Sussex  5 Staffordshire  2 

Isle of Wight 4 Somerset  2 

Staffordshire 2 Staffordshire 2 

Somerset 2 Carmarthenshire 1 

Norfolk 2 Hampshire 1 

Cheshire  2 Whitehaven 1 

Ireland 2 Isle of Wight 1 

Scotland  2 Berkshire  1 

Northumberland 1 Lancashire  1 

Cornwall 1 Worcestershire 1 

Suffolk 1   

Wiltshire 1   

Lincolnshire 1   

Dorset 1   

Worcestershire 1   

Buckinghamshire 1   

Berkshire 1   

Carmarthenshire 1   

 

Out of 100: Previous occupation where given 

 
Police including paid police in Surrey 44 Tailor 

Labourer 15 Carpenter 

Soldier/marine 6 Corn dealer 

Tailor 2 Rope maker 

Miller 2 Coachman 

Railway worker 2 Butcher 

Farmer 2 Grocer 

Coach painter Relieving officer 

Shoemaker Draper 

Mason  
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First 100 Resigned etc. 

 
Resigned Pension including ill 

health 

Dismissed Died 

Resigned 54 of which 

ordered/permitted to 

resign 11 

12 35 reality 46 if 

ordered/permitted 

included 

 

3 (one beaten to death) 

Total 91 

Previous police service 

Age joined/ Months service in Surrey 

 
Age when joined Surrey 

Constabulary 

Length of service in the Surrey Constabulary in months 

20 6, 6, 444, 468, 240, 369, 204 (died) 

21 28, 36, 240, 5, 

22 28, 6, 34, 

23 1 day, 93, 17, 12 

24 18, 39, 12, 2,  

25 72, 36, 34, 10, 

26 6, 28, 30, 19, 

27 41, 27, 2, 

28 9 days, 12, 27, 40 

29 6, 70, 240, 10, 60, 16, 1, 7, 13, 22, 36, 

30 6, 63, 252, 24, 264, 

31 1, 372, 8, 3 weeks, 94, 

32 300, 264, 125, 3, 6, 1 

33 19, 

34 35, 33,1, 2, 25, 20, 

35 10,36 

36 1, 96, 33, 24, 13 died, 12, 276, 

37 168, 3, 2 weeks, 192, 

38 48, 192, 456, 

39 1, 46, 54 (died) 

40 3, 248, 144 

42 1 

 

 

Previous police service before Surrey Constabulary 

 

Age when 

joined 

Previous police service before Surrey 

Constabulary 

Service in Surrey in 

months 

23 Metropolitan Police 1 day 

37 Paid Constable in Surrey 2 weeks 

31 Staffordshire 3 weeks 

39 Paid Constable in Surrey 1 

42 Metropolitan Police 1 

24 Kent 2 

27 Essex 2 
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Age when 

joined 

Previous police service before Surrey 

Constabulary 

Service in Surrey in 

months 

37 Metropolitan Police 3 

32 Paid Constable in Surrey 3 

40 Paid Constable in Surrey 3 

29 Essex Bath, Bucks, Lincs 6 

30 Essex 6 

27 Metropolitan Police 6 

32 Paid Constable in Surrey 6 

31 Metropolitan Police 8 

35 Metropolitan Police then chief Bath post Surrey 10 

25 Ireland City of London 10 

33 Carmarthenshire, Llandilo 12 

36 Essex 12 

29 Paid Constable in Surrey 13 

27 Windsor Borough 15 

29 Suffolk East and West 16 

23 Edinburgh, Glasgow City of London 17 

24 Essex 18 

33 Paid Constable in Surrey 19 

26 Paid Constable in Surrey 19 

34 Guildford Borough Police 20 

34 Lancashire 21 

36 Metropolitan Dublin and Staffs 24 

32 Metropolitan Police 25 

21 Hants 28 

22 Metropolitan Police 28 

30 Hants 29 

36 India, City of London, Nottinghamshire, Staffs 33 

29 Metropolitan Police 34 

28 Carmarthenshire, Llandovery 40 

27 Essex Metropolitan Police 41 

39 Paid Constable in Surrey 46 

38 Essex, Metropolitan Police, Whitehaven 48 

39 Dorking Borough Police – killed at Haslemere 54 

29 Metropolitan Police 60 

30 Essex 60 

29 Essex 70 

23 Kent 93 

31 Essex 94 

36 Hants, Godalming Borough Police 96 

40 Paid Constable in Surrey 124 

32 Essex 125 

37 Godalming Borough Police 192 

29 Essex 240 

30 Metropolitan Police 252 

38 Metropolitan Police, Guildford Borough 252 

30 Hants 264 

32 Birmingham Worcestershire 264 

36 Irish Constabulary 276 
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Age when 

joined 

Previous police service before Surrey 

Constabulary 

Service in Surrey in 

months 

20 Guildford Borough Police 444 

 
 

 

Height requirements for early recruits 

 

Height Number 

5’7 6 

5’8 16 

5’9 12 

5’10 11 

5’11 3 

6’ 3 

6’ 1 2 

 

 

The Covent Garden Murder 
 

 
 

The Covent Garden Murder, book No. 8 in the Blitz Detective John Jago series, was 

published in hardback and ebook on 19 October.  

 

Author Mike Hollow 

December 1940. Christmas is coming, but the season of goodwill is overshadowed by the death 

and destruction of the Blitz. In London’s Covent Garden, where the glamour of theatreland 

rubs shoulders with the bustle of the capital’s biggest fruit and vegetable market, the war has 

closed the theatres and ruined the market trade. 
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When a daylight air raid hits the Prince Albert Theatre in Drury Lane, rescuers find a man 

dying in the wreckage. But it wasn’t the bomb that’s ending his life – he’s been stabbed, and 

with his dying breath he whispers what sounds like a fragmented confession. As Detective 

Inspector John Jago begins to investigate, there’s an underlying question he must grapple with: 

was the murdered man himself a killer? 

 

https://www.allisonandbusby.com/authors/mike-hollow/  

 

https://blitzdetective.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c7d7bde25709ed958375ab09&id=2ac0f97dea&e=52df69b5de
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