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A Division answering the call on aid to Toxteth 1981! 

  

Picture from Graham Buck taken by Alan Tugwell with Paul O'Keeffe, Eammon 

Priestley, Martin Cumberbeach, Alan Smart ?, Geoff Craggs ?, Andy Mansbridge, 

Andy Young, John Paul Eldridge, Cliff Cox, Geoff Alder?, Roger Franklin and Dick 

Medhurst. 
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The list of former comrades  who died during the past year, presented at the June 2023 

AGM of Retired Comrades. 

 

 

  

In Memoriam 

SPRCA Members 2022-2023 

 

Richard Priestly Retired Police Constable 
Denis Turner Retired Police Sergeant 

Ann Gee Retired Police Staff 

Tony Stenning Retired Police Inspector 
Stephen Judge Retired Police Staff 

Terry Crockett Retired Detective Constable 
Brent Ashworth Retired Police Constable 

Steve Gilbert Retired Police Constable 

Roy Coole Retired Police Constable 

Michael Santiago Retired Police Constable 

Len West Retired Police Constable 

David West Retired Police Constable 

Jack Thomas Retired Police Constable 
Paul West Retired Police Constable 

Pauline Bessell Retired Police Staff 

Roger Martin Retired Police Constable 
George Hedges Retired Chief Inspector 

Nikki Devine Retired Detective Constable 
Gerry Middleton-Stewart Retired Police Staff 

Cameron McGrath Serving Police Constable 
Eric Washington Retired Police Sergeant and Staff 

Jim Mundell Retired Chief Inspector 

Bruce Avey Retired Police Sergeant 
Pete Hogben Retired Police Sergeant 

Carol Foster Retired Police Staff 
Stuart Constable Retired Police Sergeant 

Roy Stallard Retired Detective Constable 

Stan Harland Retired  Superintendent 

Chris Lewis Retired Police Constable 

Fred Booker Retired Police Sergeant 
Steve Purl Retired Police Sergeant 

Steve Davis Retired Police Inspector 
Rupert Heritage Retired Detective Constable - Police Staff 

Patricia Hargreaves Retired Police Staff 

Joan Mitchell,  Widow of the late Retired D/I Bob Mitchell 
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Leonard Bernard Smith 

Surrey Special Constabulary 

1960-1970 

 

 

It is unusual to see a medal awarded for being at Dunkirk. Its origin is set out below.  

 

The following photographs are of the medals awarded to Leonard Bernard Smith, who served 

in the Surrey Special Constabulary between 8 September 1960 and 17 April 1970. He was 

awarded his Special Constabulary Long Service Medal on the 7 September 1969. 

  

Awarded a Dunkirk medal for the World War Two evacuation. Apparently, Len Smith was one 

of the last off the beaches. Promoted substantive captain on leaving the Army. He was with the 

Royal Army Medical Corps at Dunkirk. 

  

He died in March 1997 aged 81 years old. 
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Dunkirk Medal 

 

Leonard Bernard Smith 

 

BIRTH: 26 Nov 1915 BAPTISM: 26 Dec 1915 All Saints' Church, South Wimbledon, 

FATHER: Alfred Smith MOTHER: Alice Smith; married 1949 Margaret Lucy Cox, Died 

March 1997 

 

Dr Richard Callaghan RMP Museum: The Dunkirk Medal was created by the town of 

Dunkirk to commemorate those who took part in the events of May/June 1940. As it is an 

unofficial commemorative medal, he should not have worn it on the bar with the official 

campaign medals. 
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PC 26 Christopher John Kemp  

Surrey Constabulary  

20 August 1894-10 September 1921 

His son Mr. Roy Kemp 

 

 
PC26 Christopher John Kemp 

 

This has been a team effort so with thanks to Henry and Jean Pelham, Jenny Tuffs, Barrie 

Friend, Robert Simonson, Tony Collman and Dee Hutchison. A considerable amount of 

research was undertaken to identify two Surrey Constabulary members from 

photographs seen on the Internet. 

 

Two postcards were seen on eBay by a former colleague apparently showing photographs of 

PC Christopher Roy Kemp in the uniform of the Surrey Constabulary, the son of Christopher 

John Kemp who had been a PC at Cranleigh. It is not known when the photographs were taken. 

However, there is no evidence that Roy was ever a police officer but worked for bus companies. 

At one stage during research it was thought Roy was in the army during the Second World 

War, being taken prisoner in Greece. This information came from the Friends of Surrey 

Infantry Museum. However, detailed research by Jenny Tuffs and Barrie Friend revealed 

soldier Christopher Roy Kemp was not the man we were interested in – his date of birth was 

different and he came from south London. That simple clarification involved a great deal of 
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research. There is no reference to a CR Kemp in the appointments register of the Surrey 

Constabulary. Robert Simonson from the County Archives: “I have checked the appointments 

books for 1931-1947 and 1947-1953, but there’s no entry for CR Kemp.  I guess the photos 

must be mis-identified?” 

 

So, there are two undated photos, probably of different men, certainly with different collar 

numbers, in Surrey Constabulary uniform, one taken in a photographer’s studio in Cranleigh 

the other outside a police house. The photos have only been seen on the eBay site. The 

photographer is the same, the wording is the same on the cards though the writing appears to 

be in a different hand. The first card of PC116 is in the photographer’s studio and the second, 

PC291 outside a police house. The editor was aware of a photograph of what is shown as both 

Leigh police house and Heath End, Farnham taken about 1910. If it is Leigh, the Kemp family 

lived there 1904-1912 and so the photograph is most likely of CJ Kemp’s family before the 

death of three of the children. Kemp was moved to Cranleigh in 1912 until retirement in August 

1921. 

 
Recorded as County Police Station, Heath End, Farnham, Surrey c1910 on the same site 

as County Police Station, Leigh, Reigate, Surrey c1910. Unlikely to be Kemp as he lost 

three small girls with one girl surviving 

 

The following family history information came from Jenny Tuffs and Jean Pelham:  

 

1898 Christopher John Kemp age 27 - married Annie Chart, age 22 in July 1898 at St Bart’s 

Church, Horley, Surrey 

 

Census 1911 Police Cottages, Clayhill Road, Leigh. Head Christopher John Kemp, 40, 

occupation police constable. Wife Annie Chart age 34. Daughter Joyce Nancy age 3. 

Christopher and Annie had four children but three of these children died early in life with just 

one surviving. (Christopher Roy said wrongly to be in the eBay photograph was born in 1915.) 
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There are indications on census forms that the family had four children from the time they 

married in the period 1898-1911.  Of these four children (in the photo are, maybe, the four 

children) three died young. At this time many children were dying of croup.  It is likely that 

the photo must have been taken before 1911. 

 

The tragic and devastating death of three daughters of Annie and Christopher. One died in 

July 1903 and two within a month of each other in the summer of 1904. 

 

1899: Winnifred Annie born 30th July 1899, baptized 1ST October  1889 at St Bartholomew 

Horley, parents Christopher John, a policeman  and Annie Kemp of Chelsham was buried at St 

Bartholomew Horley 11th August 1904 aged 5 years, abode Leigh. 

  

1901: Violet Christine Kemp born 2nd April 1901, baptized 26th May 1901 St Bartholomew 

Horley, parents Christopher John, a constable and Annie Kemp  of Chelsham. Violet was 

buried at St Bartholomew Horley on 11th July 1903, aged 2 years abode Horley (this is daughter 

mentioned in Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 11thJuly 1903) 

  

1903: Mabel Alice Kemp was born 14th February 1903, baptized St Bartholomew Horley 

29th March 1903, parents Christopher John, a police constable and Annie Kemp of Dorking. 

Mabel was buried St Bartholomew Horley  on 18 July 1904 , aged 17 months  abode Horley. 

 

1907: The surviving daughter Joyce Nancy Kemp was baptized 11th August 1907 at St 

Bartholomew Leigh , parents Christopher John, policeman and Annie Kemp of Leigh. 1939 

Register gives her birth date as 27th July 1907 the death register gives someone with same 

details dying Surrey South-Western March 1985. Probate for Joyce Nancy Kemp of 27 Ricardo 

Ct Bramley, Guildford who died 28th March 1985 was at Winchester on 2nd May 1985, not 

exceeding £40,000. 

 

 
 

 
 



 10 

 

1939 Register Joyce Nancy Kemp is living on the Isle of Wight as a servant. From electoral 

rolls - 1945 - 1948 - 1951- 1959 - 1960-1961 - living with parents in Worplesdon Road, 

Guildford. 

 

Baptism Record Christopher ROY Kemp – son of Christopher John and Annie Kemp was 

Baptised on the 21 March 1915 at St Nicolas Church, Cranleigh. He died 1980 Merton, London 

age 65. 

 

1936 Electoral Roll: Christopher John Kemp and Annie Kemp living Cassita, Guildford with 

Christopher ROY Kemp  

 

1937 Christopher ROY Kemp lived in Worplesden Rd ,Guildford with his parents Annie (nee 

Chart) and Christopher John. 

 

1939 Register Guildford, Christopher JOHN Kemp a police pensioner Annie Kemp his wife.  

 

1959: Christopher John Kemp died age 88 in 1959 in Surrey South Western. 

 

1939 Christopher ROY Kemp born January 30, 1915, in Hambledon, Surrey - occupation 

Omnibus Mechanic, heavy work, also survived into adulthood. Age 24, single. Living in 

Lambeth but not in police force or reserved occupation. He worked for LPT (London Public 

Transport?) on 'omnibus' heavy work, so there is no obvious reason for him not to serve  in 

World War Two. Married 1940 in Durham to Margaret Bell who died in Munday’s Borough, 

Puttenham, Guildford 1989. Roy died 1980 and Jenny Tuffs believes it quite likely that he died 

in Atkinson Morley Hospital. (A member of the family “spoken to” on email said he was never 

a police officer but worked for bus companies.) 

 

The marriage of Roy in Greenside, Durham (UK). Newcastle Evening Chronicle 1st Jan 1940 
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Jenny Tuffs: The Surrey Advertiser 16th July 1958 reported the Diamond Wedding of Kemp 

senior and mentions that they had a son, but it does not give his occupation. I am sure that if 

he was in the police, it would have been mentioned considering the rest of the article. The West 

Sussex Gazette of 24th July 1958 also reports on the anniversary and states Roy was employed 

in the Green Line Garage at Guildford. 

 
 

 
 

The following photos and the cards on which they were printed tend to show Roy was the 

subject of the photograph and was the son of John Kemp of Cranleigh. There is no evidence at 

all to support this and in fact there is evidence he never served in the police. The naming is 

probably undertaken by someone in error.  
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Robert Simonson: Surrey History Centre: There is no Roy Kemp in the appointment’s books 

covering 1866-1911 and 1911-1931 (ref. 9152/1/2/1/3-4).  I’ve attached the entry in the first 

volume for Christopher John Kemp, which shows his service, including at Cranleigh from 

1912-1921. I have now checked the appointments books for 1931-1947 and 1947-1953, but 

there is no entry for CR Kemp.  Maybe the photos have been mis-identified. 

 

The photographs and postcard fronts shown on eBay are shown below. 

 
On the left is the photo on the postcard with collar number 116. On the right is a photograph 

of PC Muggeridge from the Surrey Constabulary photo collection, dated 1921 and it will be 

seen his uniform is the same as Surrey Constabulary officers in the eBay photos. 
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PC291 is not thought to be the same man as PC116. 

 

It may seem to some that the way to solve this s through the collar numbers of the 

photographed! Every constable on joining was issued with a number that was worn as an 

identification mark on the collar of the uniform. This was long before shirt and tie. No sense 

can be made of the allocation and reallocation of some of the critical collar numbers, PC 116 

and PC291. It was normal for collar numbers to be re-allocated upon the promotion, retirement, 

resignation or dismissal of a constable. On promotion a different range of numbers were 

allocated to the sergeants and inspectors and above did not have collar numbers allocated. 

When war broke out in 1914 officers who were called to the colours, volunteered or conscripted 

mostly had their collar numbers re-allocated though the lack of recruits would have meant 

many were not used again until post war. On returning after the war numbers were reallocated 

which means a constable could have had two collar numbers. 
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The appointment register has two pages for every recruit and was a personal file for the officer 

throughout his service. Each recruit was allocated a unique number. These numbers do not 

appear to have any significant function and in general orders were not used as identifiers, the 

collar number was used. Entry 1608 shows PC Butterfield as being issued with 116 in March 

1912. He no doubt retained that number until he joined the army when it would be reallocated. 

However, William Gaymer 20 February 1913 appointment 1739 was also it seems allocated 

PC116 and became PC208 on 19 May1919 when he re-joined post war. This would mean that 

PC Butterfield surrendered his collar number, but the register does not show this and why 

would that be so unless promoted sergeant? (No record of such an event seen). 

 

The second photo is of PC291. Appointment 1753 is PC Arthur Edgar who was issued with 

that number but became PC19 when he re-joined post-war. 

 

Added confusion is caused by the dates of the photos being unknown and so there can be no 

certainty of identifying individuals by the collar number on a uniform. If the men are to be 

identified, it is going to need more than who was allocated the collar number. The date is 

critical. 

 
Is this taken outside Leigh police house? The window frame is the same but was a very 

common aspect of Victorian/Edwardian cottages. PC291was Arthur Edgar before the war and 

PC19 post war. 1914 appointment register 1753 – re-joined 1919. 
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It is incontrovertible that Christopher Roy Kemp, son of Christopher John Kemp, did not serve 

as a police officer and therefore both postcards have been wrongly attributed. On examining 

the copy photographs Robert Simonson of the Surrey History Centre wrote: I see that one of 

the ‘CR Kemp’ postcard photos has ‘Burchell and Freeman, Cranleigh’ stamped on the 

back.  These were the photographers, who are listed in Cranleigh in Kelly’s Directory of 

Surrey, 1913,1 but do not seem to be in any of the other directories on this website, so were 

perhaps a short-lived business in Cranleigh (and I can’t find any photos or postcards by them 

in our archive collections. 

 

PC 26 Christopher John Kemp 

Surrey Constabulary  

 

 
 

1 See “Kelly's Directory of Surrey, 1913 - Historical Directories of England & Wales - 

Special Collections”   

https://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/digital/collection/p16445coll4/id/85748/rec/1
https://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/digital/collection/p16445coll4/id/85748/rec/1
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Surrey History Centre, Woking reference (ref. 9152/1/2/1/3-4) Joining Reference 1234 

 

Christopher John Kemp was born 12th August 1870 and baptized 20th December 1870 at 

Egham Hill Congregational Church. His parents John Thomas, a painter and Sally Kemp. In 

1881 and 1891 he lived in Egham with his parents and siblings. 
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A serendipitous collection of press cuttings giving some idea of the type of work undertaken 

by PC Kemp. From Jenny Tuffs and Henry Pelham. 

 

1901 November 16:  Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: A royal visit and ceremony 

involved two mounted constables PC King of Guildford and PC Kemp of Dorking. Kemp was 

serving as a groom to the superintendent at Dorking police station. 

 

1903 July 11 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser:  Death of policeman’s daughter: PC 

Kemp of Horley’s little daughter suffered from whooping cough and during a paroxysm of 

coughing, a blood vessel broke in the brain; pneumonia set in and ended fatally.  
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1904 September 23 Surrey Mirror: Disgraceful conduct: Reigate County Bench William 

Brown NFA sentenced to 14 days imprisonment for conducting himself in a disgraceful 

manner. PC Kemp took him into custody to Reigate County Police Station. 

 
Red roof in distance was Cranleigh police station from 1904 until sold off in modern 

times. 

 
Horsham Road and the new Police Station (by Cranleigh’s photographer, H.U. Knight, 

post-marked 1907, courtesy of Mrs Vera Wilkinson)2 

In 1904 an impressive new police station was built in a prominent position in Horsham Road, 

at Luck’s Green. According to a later Cranleigh policeman, “the first man to be taken in there 

was drunk in charge of a horse and cart: he had been to Guildford market”. This was sufficient 

explanation: Guildford market was notorious for drunkenness. 

Between 1911 and 1915, the Inland Revenue conducted a nationwide survey of every house 

and property in the United Kingdom, to assess them for tax purposes. This is how the Police 

Station was described: Cranleigh Police Station, owner Surrey County Council, July 1915. 

 
2 From www.surrey-constabulary.com with additional material from https://www.cranleighmagazine.co.uk/joy-

of-cranleigh-buildings-with-a-story-february-2020/ 

http://www.surrey-constabulary.com/
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Brick and tile, 3 bedrooms, WC, living room, scullery, small larder, washhouse, office, 3 cells 

and 2 WCs’.3 

1906 January 5 Surrey Mirror: Charlwood: Reigate County Bench Walter MacDonald a 

labourer Upper Caterham, charged with assaulting Phyllis Ede at Charlwood on December 21st 

– pleaded not guilty. PC Kemp stationed at Leigh arrested the prisoner the previous evening 

on warrant. On the way to Reigate on the train the prisoner said” I don’t recollect seeing the 

woman at all. If I did, I must have been in drink.” The prosecutrix had left her residence and 

current location not known the case was remanded until Monday. PC Kemp told the magistrates 

on Monday that he had searched for the prosecutrix at Smallfields and Burstow where she had 

been seen on Friday. PC Kemp then went to Horne, Blindley Heath, Godstone, Bletchingly and 

then back to Reigate but had not discovered the woman. The magistrates discharged the 

prisoner. 

 

1906 March 10 Brockham: PC Kemp from Leigh arrested a deserter from3 Scots Guards who 

was working at Brockhamhurst Farm. Appeared Reigate County Bench where he was 

remanded to await escort. 

 
Postcard from Brockham is dated 1906 and addressed to Mrs Kemp at Leigh Police 

Cottage. 

 

1906 December 11: Drunk: PC Andrews found three men the worse for drink in a ditch by 

the roadside and as they threatened him, he blew his whistle and was joined by PC Kemp and 

arrests made. The Bench dismissed the case with a caution. 

 

1908 May 12 Surrey Mirror: Charles Matthews was summoned for allowing a horse to stray 

at Leigh. Evidence from PC Kemp and Matthews fined 6s including costs. 

 

1909 February 19 Surrey Mirror: No Light: William Broughton of Newdigate was 

summoned for riding a cycle without a light at Leigh 10 January. PC Kemp found he had no 

oil in his lamp. Defendant had ridden from Croydon. Fined 5s including costs. Also, on a 

similar summons from PC Kemp Edward Vinell had an acetylene lamp but no carbide. Fined 

5s.  

 

 
3 From www.surrey-constabulary.com with additional material from https://www.cranleighmagazine.co.uk/joy-

of-cranleigh-buildings-with-a-story-february-2020/ 

http://www.surrey-constabulary.com/
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1909 April 16 Surrey Mirror: Leigh Man in Trouble: Labourer charged: Reigate County 

Bench a labourer of Leigh was charged with stealing two teacups, five saucers, one kettle and 

one saucepan value 3s. PC Kemp gave evidence of recovering the property. After a lengthy 

hearing the prisoner was bound over. 

 

1909 May 21 Surrey Mirror:  The Gipsy Nuisance: Reigate County Bench three gipsies 

charged with wilful damage to a door. Stray horses found in a garden in Leigh, were put in a 

shed and a number of gypsies came and damaged the door, value 10s, to gain access to the 

horses. PC Kemp of Leigh went after the gypsies and found one at Clarke’s Green Capel who 

denied causing damage. He refused to walk to the police station and so a horse and cart had to 

be arranged to take him there. Two other men were found on the Charlwood Road and arrested 

admitting to lifting the door. Inspector Jarrett at Dorking Police Station where one said all three 

were together “on this job.” The men were fined with alternative of imprisonment. 

 

1909 December 31 Surrey Mirror: The Rev. Clement Lucas died during a church service 

in Leigh which was then abandoned.  Dr Hewetson was summoned without delay from Reigate. 

PC Kemp and other parishioners removed the body to the vicarage. An inquest was not 

necessary cause of death was due to heart failure.  

 

1910 May 21: Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Stray Cattle: Harold Barden, 

Waterlands Farm, Holmwood was summoned for allowing cattle to stray at Leigh on April 13. 

PC Kemp deposed he saw six cows and nine calves straying in Shellwood Lane, Leigh. Fined 

10s and costs. 

 
Between 1912 and 1921 at Cranleigh – PC Kemp 

 

1912 July 4: At Godalming Henrietta Foster, Methuselah Matthews a farm labourer and James 

Glue also a farm labourer were remanded on a charge of murder of Alfred Foster the husband 

of the above. All four left a public house at Alfold and quarrelled on the way home to Dunsfold. 

Later that evening police received information that the body of Foster had been found in a 

pond. At the inquest Dr Leathers of Godalming said he could find no sign of death by drowning. 

There were bruises on the left cheek and right temple, and a star shaped fracture on the inner 
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layer of the skull. The left lung was in a collapsed state. Death was due to these injuries. The 

case was adjourned for one week.4 

 

1914 April 15 Surrey Advertiser: Three men from Guildford were summoned for using 

obscene language at Cranleigh. Evidence was given by Sergeant Stovell and PC Kemp and the 

men were fined. 

 

1916 November 6 Surrey Advertiser: Cranleigh and Unfit Horse: Guildford County Bench 

William Mann of Cranleigh was summoned for having caused a horse to be worked in an unfit 

state. PC Kemp saw Mann driving a van load of furniture with a lame horse. Inspector Ede said 

the horse was quite unfit for work. Johnson the driver was fined £5 and the owner Mann 10s. 

 
PC Kemp at Cranleigh and his whistle5 

 

 
4 1912 July 4: The Times 
5 From www.surrey-constabulary.com with additional material from https://www.cranleighmagazine.co.uk/joy-

of-cranleigh-buildings-with-a-story-february-2020/ 

http://www.surrey-constabulary.com/
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Cranleigh at the turn of the century 
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Surrey Policing During 1891 
 

1891: William Pearson became Head Constable Reigate Borough Police upon the retirement 

of George Rogers serving until 1894. (1891 may be wrong!) 

 

1891 January 10: Dorking Police Court Four men summoned for being drunk and 

disorderly on the highway leading from Stonebridge to Newdigate on Boxing Day, where they 

were seen by PC Henry Osburne (? Osborne)). Fined (Press report page indistinct) 6 

 

1891 January 10: Reigate: Police officers as advocates: A letter on the subject having been 

addressed to the Standard by a Mr Pickersgill, Head Constable Pearson of this borough whose 

experience in the matter is very limited has written to that journal stating, “that it is usual for 

all police superintendents to conduct prosecutions in all police cases.” Apart from the 

undesirability of such a course being allowed, we are assured on the best authority that so far 

from it being the case, the contrary generally is the fact, and certainly Mr Pearson’s statement 

does not apply to his own court, which is one of the most ably conducted in the kingdom. Some 

police officers will be indiscreet. 7 

 

1891 January 10: Guildford Police Court: Charles Craddon was summoned for ill-treating 

a dog by beating it with a stick. The defence was the dog had hold of a smaller dog and he 

intended to hit his own dog. Case dismissed8 

 

1891 January 10: Guildford Police Court: Richard Jones and James Puttock were cross 

summoned for common assault. Both men were cabmen at the local station and after a row 

Puttock was considered the aggressor and fined £1 dismissing the case against Jones.9 

 

1891 January 10: Surrey Quarter Sessions: The severe weather had thrown many out of 

work and where in other parts of England serious crime was more rife at such periods, it was 

all the more gratifying to find that in Guildford there was such an immunity from crime. The 

Recorder again congratulated the town on its freedom from crime.10 

 

1891 January 10: Surrey Quarter Sessions: Standing Joint Committee: The committee 

directed that the moieties11 of fines payable to Surrey Constabulary shall be paid by the clerks 

of petty sessions direct to the county treasurer instead of through the police.  

 

 
6 1891 January 10 The Surrey Mirror and General County Advertiser 
7 1891 January 10 The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
8 1891 January 10 The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
9  1891 January 10: The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
10  1891 January 10: The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
11 A part or portion, especially a lesser share 
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Constables’ fees: The committee has settled and adopted subject to the approval of the Home 

Secretary the following fees to be received by the Surrey Constabulary: For the service of every 

summons, notice or other document within the parish 1s; for execution of every warrant 2s 6d. 

For attendance before a magistrate or at a petty session with a prisoner or to prove the service 

of a summons, notice, order or other document, or to make any return required by law if on the 

day of apprehension, service etc., 1s if on any subsequent day 2s 6d. For every mile beyond 

the limits of the parish in which the constable is stationed in each case an additional 6d. For 

the service of summonses for the non-payment of parochial and local rates, as follows: viz., for 

the service of every summons within the parish 6d. For attendance before the magistrate to 

prove service of a summons; for every mile out beyond the limits of the parish in which the 

constable is stationed in each case in addition to the above 3d. For the services of any notice 

upon a publican and other applying for a license, 1s 12 

 

Police Act 1890 Pensions and Gratuities: The committee had fully considered the Police Act 

1890 and have resolved to adopt the maximum scale of pensions and gratuities provided by the 

Act. The committee had re-enacted and adopted the regulations in force with respect to the 

deductions from a constable’s service for misconduct or neglect of duty and with respect to 

stoppages of pay during sickness and fines for misconduct. The committee caused a copy of 

the new scale of pensions and gratuities to be given to every constable in the force, together 

with a notice requiring him to state in writing whether he did or did not accept the provisions 

of the Act in lieu of the previous enactments respecting superannuation. The whole of the force 

have accepted the new provisions. 

 

Increase to the force: The committee had laid before them a memorial from the inhabitants of 

Caterham Valley and Woldingham as to the necessity for increased police protection in that 

district and likewise a representation from the chief constable that an increase in the force for 

certain portions of the county was greatly required, they had instructed him to prepare a report 

as to the places additional constables are needed and the increase in the force he would 

recommend; and, in consequence from an intimation from the Government Inspector that no 

increase in the force would be likely to be sanctioned until the new census has been taken. 13 

 

Report from meeting 20 January: Salaries and bills: Chief constable £187.10s; pay for force 

contingencies and rent £2487.3s 9d; repairs to stations Godalming, Chertsey, Guildford and 

Farnham £24 4s 7d. Police pay, contingencies and rent for January, February, March £4000. 14 

 

Tenders have been sought for the new police station at Camberley and accepted the lowest 

that of Henry Kingerlee of Oxford for £2047. The arrangement for the purchase of the land at 

Godalming for a police station has not yet been completed. The County Surveyor has reported 

that contractors have now completed the painting and papering at the new stations at Farnham 

 
12  1891 January 10: The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
13 1891 January 10: The Surrey Mirror and General County Advertiser 
14 1891 January 10: The Surrey Mirror and General County Advertiser 
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and Caterham, which could not be done last year when the buildings were taken over by the 

county 15 16 

 

The Committee have considered the recommendation of the chief constable that a pension be 

granted to Inspector James Henry Dennett who has served in the force for 21 years and 7 

months and who can no longer serve because of the infirmity of his body. Allowance of £55 

per annum to take effect from January 189117 18 

 

Chief Constable’s Report included reference to submitted statistics and a recommendation of 

a pension for £55 half the pay of Inspectors.  

 

Crime committed and persons apprehended: 

Offences against the person 7 crimes 7 persons 

Offences against property with violence 4 crimes I person 

Offences against property without violence 10 crimes 5 persons 

Other offence 2 crimes 2 persons 

Totals 23 and 15 

 

Persons charged with offences triable by jury 15; committed 8. 

Persons charged with offence punishable summarily by justices 648; committed 516, 

discharged 132. 

 

Crimes committed 1886 122; 1887 133; 1888 139; 1889 109; 1890 111. 

 

Persons charged with offences triable by jury: 1886 98; 1887 115; 1888 106 (?) 1889 83; 1890 

85. 

 

Persons charged with offences punishable summarily 1886 2599; 1887 2573; 1888 2597; 1889 

2434; 1890 268119 

 

The appointment of Parish Constables: The General Purposes Committee reported that an 

Act provides that parish constables shall no longer be appointed except where Quarter Sessions 

resolve that they are necessary for the proper discharge of public business. No parish constables 

were appointed in Surrey.20 21 

 

 
15 1891 January 10: The Surrey Mirror and General County Advertiser 
16 1891 January 10: The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
17 1891 January 10: The Surrey Mirror and General County Advertiser 
18 1891 January 10: The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
19 1891 January 10: The Surrey Mirror and General County Advertiser 
20 1891 January 10: The Surrey Mirror and General County Advertiser 
21 1891 January 10: The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
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The Chief Constable reported that the number of people charged during the quarter with 

indictable offences was below the average of the past five years but there was an increase of 

persons charged with offences to be dealt with summarily.22 

 

1891 January 10: At the Surrey Sessions: Francis Stirling Lancelot 21 a labourer was 

charged on bail, with indecently assaulting Charlotte Marden aged over 70 in Churt. 

Marden went to the post office where she saw the accused who she had known for 14 years. 

As she was returning home, she was indecently assaulted in Duttons Hollow Cottage. A 

struggle took place, and the assailants face was scratched. Police were informed and traced the 

defendant’s footmarks from his boots where the assault took place and in Duttons Hollow. 

However, in evidence the father of the accused produced his own boots, which had a similar 

pattern and he walked frequently in Duttons Hollow whereas a naturalist and author he 

enhanced his knowledge. The case was dismissed and the learned counsel for the defence 

commented severely upon the manner Superintendent Pike and PC Stevens had given 

evidence.23 

 

1891 January 10: At the Surrey Sessions: James Southon 44 a labourer living at Dorking 

pleaded guilty to stealing a pony. An inspector of police told the court he had known the man 

for several years to be of good character. Sentenced to 3 months hard labour.24 

 

1891 January 10: At the Surrey Sessions: Charlotte Turner 43 of Worplesdon near Guildford 

was indicted for having stolen clothing valued at 17s the property of her son James. Elizabeth 

Cooper 35 was indicted for having received the clothing knowing them to be stolen. The jury 

acquitted both25 

 

1891 January 12: Central Criminal Court: Eva Mary Lonnen aged twenty-four, for the 

wilful murder of   Arthur Edward Lonnen at Ash. Guilty, but insane: to be detained till Her 

Majesty's pleasure be known. 

Ann Ennis. I am the wife of Edward Ennis, of Westwood, Ash, Surrey. I have known the 

prisoner about twelve months. She is a single woman so far as I know. I first knew her at 

Aldershot. She went to Surbiton, thence to Streatham. I saw her there five or six weeks before 

5th January; I agreed to keep her child Arthur; he would soon have been thirteen months old 

for about twelve shillings a month; I kept it till 5th January. Before that I wrote the prisoner 

that I could keep the child no longer on account of illness. On 5th January the prisoner came to 

my house. We went to bed at 10.30.  The following morning, I did not find the prisoner or her 

child; I went out and searched.  

Thomas Morse: (14 Guildford Borough Police). On 6th January, about 8.30 a.m., the 

prisoner came to the police station. She said, "I have lowered my baby into a well at my niece's 

 
22 1891 January 10: The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
23 1891 January 10: The Surrey Mirror and General County Advertiser 
24 1891 January 10: The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
25 1891 January 10: The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
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house, Maker's Siding, Westwood, Normandy; it was dark when I did it, about 7 o'clock."  She 

appeared very dejected and trembled very much. 

William Berry (Guildford Head Borough Constable). On Tuesday, 6th January, I went into 

my office where I cautioned the prisoner and she made this statement:  "I, Eva Lonnen, 24, a 

domestic servant out of employment, having been duly cautioned, voluntarily say: I got up 

early this morning at my niece's house, Maker's Siding, Westwood, and took my baby, Arthur 

Edward, who would have been thirteen months old to-morrow, and lowered him into the well 

at the back of the house, and left him there. The child is dressed in a blue jacket, flannel shirt, 

as well as his nightclothes. I was forced into it, and do not like to mention his father's name. I 

do not wish to say anything against him. Having heard read over the above statement, I say it 

is perfectly true.” She signed that in my presence.  

I went to the County Police-station and saw Simmons. I went with him to Normandy to Edward 

Ennis's house. I saw Police Constable Matthews take from a sunken tank at the back of the 

house the dead body of a baby boy. 

The well was about eight feet deep, with about two feet of water. It was not frozen. I saw 

Simmons and Matthews take the body to the Anchor Inn, Normandy. I went with Simmons to 

Guildford, and gave the prisoner into custody when she replied, "I have nothing to say." 

Charles Walter Barker (Deputy Chief Constable, Surrey). I saw the prisoner in the evening.  

I read the charge over, and she began to make a statement, and I stopped her, and told her the 

consequences of her making a statement.  

Then she made this statement, which I took down, and she signed it in my presence, "I was 

driven to do it because the father promised to keep it at his own house till he was a certain age, 

if I would pay 3s a week. After it had been with Mrs Ennis she wrote and told me I must fetch 

it away, as it was so much trouble, and she could not keep it; I wrote to her telling her I would 

pay her 20s per month if she would keep it, when she wrote again, and told me I must fetch it 

away. I came to Mrs Ennis' house yesterday, 5th January inst. I got up this morning early; I left 

the child asleep in bed. Afterwards I went upstairs, and I took it out of bed, and brought it out 

to the back of the house and put it in the water-tank. I left at once, and came and gave myself 

up to the police, telling them what I had done. " 

Thomas William Matthews: (PC96 Surrey Constabulary). On the 6th of January, in 

consequence of information, I went to Westwood, to Edward Ennis' cottage. I searched the 

tank. I found the dead body of a male child about twelve mid-day. There were two feet of water, 

and the well was eight feet deep. I removed the body with the assistance of the other constables 

to the Anchor Inn, Normandy. 

Francis Rutherford Russell: I am a medical man practising at Guildford. On the 7th January 

I went to the Anchor Inn, Normandy, about 11 a.m. I found there the body of a male child 

between one and two years old. I examined the body to find the cause of death; there were no 
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marks on the body and on opening the chest I found both sides of the heart engorged with blood 

or distended; the lungs were much congested, and the air passages and the cells of the lungs 

full of water; the slightest pressure on the lungs caused a frothy mucous to come from the 

mouth and nose. All the other organs in the body were healthy. In my opinion the cause of 

death was drowning. 

Guilty, but insane to be detained till Her Majesty's pleasure be known. 26 

1891 Census Guildford27: 

Thomas B More (sic) Police Constable aged 28 born Calcutta India, The Borough 

Police Station with his wife Mary, a daughter a servant and two prisoners including a 

soldier. 

 

William Bailey Superintendent of Police living at “Hallaton” Lea Pale Road with his 

wife Anna two daughters and four sons. 

 

William Arthur Warlock, Chief Inspector 28 Connaught Road, Hove to become the 

Chief Constable of Guildford Borough 

 

1891: William Pearson Head Constable Reigate Borough resigned in 1891   replaced by 

William Morant 

 

1891 Census population of Reigate Borough 22,646 in 4126 houses on 6006 acres28 

 

1891 January 23: Riot at Chertsey: The special committee appointed to consider what 

compensation should be paid for damages done to certain premises at Chertsey during a riot in 

September last (1890) reported that on the day of the riot an effigy had been exhibited in the 

window of a house in Guildford Street, Chertsey occupied by Mr Avery which all the witnesses 

called by the police agreed was intended to caricature a respected inhabitant of the town (Mr 

Herrick the county court bailiff) whose funeral procession was arranged to pass along the street 

that day. The insult to the memory and the friends of the late Mr Herrick occasioned a great 

deal of indignation in the town which culminated in a riot during which Mr Avery’s shop front 

was smashed in and Mr Naysmith’s premises greatly damaged. Mr Avery whose act led to the 

riot should be paid 5s and Mr Naysmith £80 was agreed. 29 

 

1891 January 23: Another act of incendrianism in Redhill: On Saturday evening at about 8 

the premises of Messrs Guinton and Sons, Station Road, Redhill were found alight underneath 

their workshop. The occurrence is attributed to the same party who has been committing the 

many incendiary acts.30 

 
26 1891 January 15: The Huddersfield Daily Chronicle Thursday 
27 Research by John Molyneux a retired officer RG/10/560 page 111 
28 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/1 6th Reigate Borough Police annual report to year end 31 December 1899 
29 1891 January 23:  The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
30 1891 January 23:  The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
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1891 January 23 Reigate Borough Magistrates: Annie Burnett a married lady of London 

Road, Redhill was summoned for being drunk in the High Street and fined 5s with 5s costs.31 

 

1891 January 23 Reigate Borough Magistrates: John Burnett of Horley was summoned for 

being drunk while in charge of a waggon and three horses in Union Road, Earlswood and 

was fined 10s and costs. 32 

 

1891 January 23 Reigate Borough Magistrates: Ellen Hill for being drunk in Ladbrook 

Road and Thomas Brown for a similar offence in Station Road, each fined 5s and 5s costs33 

 

1891 March: Embezzlement Redhill: At Reigate Police Court on Saturday Barnham Baker a 

clerk to Messrs Rickets, Smith and Co., at Redhill was charged with embezzlement involving 

£1500 or £1600 absconded in March and was apprehended in London on Friday night.  He was 

remanded. 

1891 9-13th March, easterly "blizzard." Heavy, fine powdery snow and strong easterly 

winds raged across SW England, southern England and Wales, with over half a million trees 

being blown down, as well as a number of telegraph poles. On the 9th (and later?), great 

snowstorm in the west of England, trains buried for days: E-NE gale, shipwrecks, many lives 

lost. (Eden notes: 220 people dead; 65 ships foundered in the English Channel; 6000 sheep 

perished; countless trees uprooted; 14 trains stranded in Devon alone.) Although the West 

Country was the worst affected, southern England, the Midlands, and south Wales also 

suffered. Snowdrifts were 'huge' around some houses in the London - would be accounted a 

most remarkable sight nowadays! A man was reported found dead at Dorking, Surrey, while 

snowdrifts of 3.5 metres were recorded at Dulwich, London and Dartmouth, Devon.34 

 

1891 March 17: A summons: On application of the West Sussex police a summons was issued 

at Horsham Bench on Saturday against Lord Lonsdale for furious driving at Crawley. On 

Wednesday the police endeavoured to stop Lord Lonsdale whilst he was driving a carriage and 

pair at Crawley in his coaching match but were unsuccessful. The Surrey police probably take 

similar proceeding, a portion of the race having been in their area.35 

 

1891 March 21: Epsom Petty Sessions: Fetcham: Thomas Oliver was summoned for being 

drunk and incapable on the highway in Fetcham. Inspector Woods said he found the 

defendant so drunk that he was incapable of taking care of himself and assistance had to be 

found to convey him to Leatherhead police station where he was detained until he was sober 

enough to go home. He was very quiet and civil. A fine of 5s as there were no previous 

convictions. 36 

 
31 1891 January 23:  The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
32 1891 January 23:  The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
33 1891 January 23:  The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
34 http://booty.org.uk/booty.weather/climate/1850_1899.htm 
35 The Star Tuesday March 17 1891 
36 1891 March 21: Croydon Advertiser 
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1891 March 28: Epsom Petty Sessions: Mary Reddick an elderly woman was charged with 

obtaining ale under false pretences in Leatherhead. The prisoner went into the bar and 

ordered the drink for Lord Loftus, a person she was known to have worked for. Inspector Wood 

Surrey Constabulary said PC Oliver brought the prisoner to the police station on a charge of 

having two stolen bottles of whiskey in her possession. She would give no explanation, was 

drunk and was locked up. Lord Loftus was an old man aged between 80 and 90 and although 

he knew the lady was employed at his house, he had never seen her.  He was not in court, but 

the magistrates adjourned the case for him to attend.37 On the 4th April the case came before 

the court again when Inspector Woods said that Lord Loftus was too unwell to attend. The 

bench discharged the prisoner, but she was advised to be more careful in the future. 38 

 

1891 May 23 PC Smith of Dorking - retired and died39 

 

 

 
37 1891 March 28: Croydon Advertiser 
38 1891 April 4: Croydon Advertiser 
39 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 23 May 1891 
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1891 May 25: Guildford Borough Bench: Ellen Rowland a tramp was charged with begging 

in the Epsom Road where PC Drake Guildford Borough Police saw her. She was discharged 

after promising to leave the town. 40 

 

1891 May 25: Guildford Borough Bench: Jesse Deadman against whom several previous 

convictions for begging was again convicted and sentenced to 21 days hard labour in prison.41 

 

1891 May 25: Guildford Borough Bench: Albert Cox was charged by PC Heather for 

obstructing the footway after he saw six young men blocking the pavement in the High Street. 

The prisoner refused to move, and the request was met with foul language; he was fined 10s. 

George Feldwick who tried to prevent the arrest of the prisoner was fined a like amount.42 

 

1891 May 25: Guildford Borough Bench: Five men were summoned for wilful damage of 

£1 to the ceiling of the Conservative Club. The mayor severely reprimanded the men and 

discharged them.43 

 

1891 May 30: Funeral of PC Smith, Dorking: In the presence of a numerous concourse of 

people the remains of PC Smith were interred in the Dorking Cemetery on Sunday afternoon. 

As announced in our last issue PC Smith died suddenly on Thursday morning after 30 years’ 

service as a member of the Surrey Constabulary and he was about to retire on a well-earned 

pension. Deceased was a painstaking and conscientious officer and was highly respected by his 

colleagues, a large number of whom were present at the internment in order to show their 

esteem for him, and many had travelled on foot a considerable distance. The coffin, which was 

surmounted by a number of handsome wreaths, was conveyed from the deceased’s residence 

to the cemetery on an open hearse, which was followed by mourning coaches containing the 

deceased’s relatives. The members of the constabulary followed at the rear, among those who 

attended were Superintendent Lambert (Dorking), Inspector Wood  (Leatherhead), Inspector 

Hackman (Reigate), ex-Inspector Manning, Sergeant Marks (Holmwood), Sergeant 

Scarterfield, PCs Evans (Ashtead), Oliver and Avenall (Leatherhead), Gwilliam (Boxhill), 

Slemmings (Beare Green), Madgwick (Ockley), Mollond and Osborne (Charlwood), Robinson 

(Walton on the Hill), Card (Kingswood), Finch (Shere), Stedman (Westcott), Newton 

(Effingham), Miller (Bookham), Marshal and Boon (Dorking). Mr M Mitchell of the Plymouth 

Bretheren performed the service at the graveside. A number of wreaths were sent including one 

from the officers and constables of the Dorking Division. 44 45 

 

1891 30 May A Policeman’s Funeral PC Smith of Dorking 

 
40 1891 May25:  The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
41 1891 May25:  The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
42 1891 May25:  The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
43  1891 May25:  The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
44 1891 January 23: The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
45 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 30 May 1891 



 32 

 
 

 



 33 

 
 

1891 May 30 Surrey Advertiser: Farnham Petty Sessions Samuel and Mary Snell charged 

with drunk and disorderly at Weybourne on May 20. PC Halliday said the defendants were 

drunk and fighting a man who was sober. Fined 7s 6d each and costs 

 

1891 May 30: Holmwood Common Committee: The committee in their eight annual report 

state: The common keeper, Sgt. Atkins has continued to perform his duties to the satisfaction 

of the sub-committee but with a view to economy his wages have been reduced to £50 per 

annum. 46 

 

1891 May 30 Surrey Advertiser: A Youthful Terror: Kingston County Bench J H Gadd of 

Downside, Cobham was summoned for having assaulted Arthur Wright on May 13. Both were 

young boys. Gadd was described by schoolmasters as a bully. Inspector Edgeler said he was 

informed that the lad’s behaviour was due to his grandmother with whom he lived, and really 

encouraged him in it. Fined 16sand told if he came up again, he would be sent to a reformatory. 

 

1891 June 20 The Late PC Smith of Dorking47 

 
46 1891 May 30 Sussex Agricultural Express 
47 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser 20 June 1891 
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1891 July 18 Surrey Advertiser: Oxshot: Obstruction of the road by Gipsies: At the 

Kingston County Bench seven people were summoned for obstructing the Oxshott Road by 

means of vans and donkeys. Sergeant Skinner and PC Kirk proved the offence. The defendants 

were in the habit of standing in the road near Oxshott Station with carts and donkeys to give 

children rides. The result was the road was completely obstructed and there was great danger 

that horses of private vehicles being frightened. The police had also received complaints of the 

children being robbed. One of the defendants had a toy stall. Each defendant fined 5s and 20s 

costs. 

1891 August 8: Murder: An inquest on Ellen Cox aged 57 found with a wound to the throat 

in a field at St John’s College, Leatherhead. She was found last Monday and died at Epsom 

Union on Thursday. She was a casual inmate of the union. The deceased made a statement that 

three young men had assaulted her one of whom afterwards cut her throat. Inspector Woods 

from Leatherhead arrived at the scene at 7.30 am (or 7.15) when the victim said three or four 

men who had followed her from the Leg of Mutton at Ashtead had attacked her. PC Evans 

stationed at Ashtead said at 1030 on Sunday night he saw the deceased who was a little old-

fashioned woman walking slowly through Ashtead towards Leatherhead. She wished him good 

night. She was perfectly sober. A verdict of: “Wilful murder against a person or persons 

unknown.” Superintendent Lambert, Surrey Constabulary, Dorking, Inspector Woods, 
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Leatherhead and Inspector Pearn Metropolitan Police were present to watch the proceedings 

on behalf of the police.48 

 

1891 August 13 Dorking Advertiser 

 
48 1891 8 August: The Times 
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1891 August 13: A charge against a constable at Dorking: Edwin Gwilliam a constable of 

the Surrey Constabulary, who is also employed as a private constable on the Deepdene Estate 

by Lord Hope, and who lives in Castle Gardens was summoned together with William Agger, 

gamekeeper of Box Hill, for assaulting John Henry Morten on July 28. Morton, who lives on 

the High Street and follows the calling of a photographer, said that on Thursday evening he 

was taking photographic apparatus to Burberry’s farm when he heard someone running behind 

him. He turned and saw the defendants were following him. Aggars wanted to know what 

Morton had been saying about his character and on his denying that he had said anything of 

the kind, called upon him if he was a man, to take off his coat, and struck him three times. The 

constable lifted his walking stick and threatened the plaintiff and used abusive language 

towards him. This was a storm over nothing during a ride in a van to Box Hill, Morton had 

drunk too much and there never was an assault and the case was dismissed.49 

1891 15 August Sussex Agricultural Express: Fatal Haying accident at Horley:  Mr Coroner 

Morrison held an enquiry at the workhouse of Redhill Union on Tuesday on the death of 

William Ashby who met with an accident on the 5th in an outlying portion of the parish of 

Horley which resulted fatally. The deceased who was 67 years of age was haying at Loansome 

Farm for Mr Smith. He was on a waggon loading and while so employed fell off in consequence 

of the hay slipping at the sides, which was caused it was supposed through the middle not being 

sufficiently filed up. He was removed to the workhouse and attended by Mr Kelsy, the medical 

officer. He had sustained a fracture to the spine, and nothing could be done for him, death 

taking place on Sunday morning. In the course of the enquiry, it transpired that PC Tribe, who 

conveyed the deceased to the workhouse, first took him into Horley and got an order for his 

admission into the Union, and the coroner wished it to be understood that in such a case, the 

deceased being a poor man, besides having previously been an inmate of the workhouse such 

a step was not necessary. No blame was attached to anybody for the unfortunate occurrence 

and the jury returned a verdict of ‘Accidental death.’ 

 

1891 Croydon Observer 7th August - Cricket between Reigate Borough and London Police- 

The Reigate Borough Cricket Club, which is now on the high road to popularity, played a 

match at Earlswood Common on Tuesday against the London City Market Constables Cricket 

Club who brought their families with them making it a happy holiday in lieu of the Bank 

Holiday, which is of course debarred to those who have to keep the peace for that day. The 

home team put in a fairly strong eleven captained by PC Skeggs and the City eleven, although 

several of their best men were absent were in good force. The visitors won the toss and went 

to the wickets against the bowling of Skeggs and Taylor. The two bowlers were well on the 

wicket. Taylor’s breaks being very treacherous and doing much damage while Skeggs also 

gave no less trouble and was very untiring in his delivery throughout the innings. The wickets 

fell to them in fairly rapid succession, but very little excitement was caused by the batting, hard 

hitting being very seldom indulged in. Stacey kept his wicket up in admirable style and showed 

some pretty play.  

 
49 1891 August 13: Dorking Advertiser 
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The fielding of the Reigate Borough Police was very good, some brilliant stops being effected 

although they had little opportunity for catches. After about two hours the last wicket fell and 

the total stood at 53, this gave the home team hope of being victorious in return for their defeat 

of the last year.  

 

An adjournment was then made for luncheon in the marquee. Play was later resumed, heavy 

rain during the luncheon making the grass very wet and the wicket tricky. The home team were 

expected to knock up a good score as it was understood the opponents had no good bowlers, 

whether that was so or not the wickets fell with astonishing rapidity to Stacey and Landsell and 

the innings fell after less than an hour at 34 runs., a rather disappointing total. The visitors 

without loss of time again went in when Stacey maintained his popularity as a batsman as when 

time was called still had his wicket intact and 37 runs to his name in the total of 57 for two 

wickets. The visitors therefore won on the first innings. The teams then sat down for tea and 

were entertained by Redhill Town Band, afterwards there was dancing and a walking and 

running race, Head Constable Meirs undertaking to walk 100 yards while PC Howlett and Mr. 

T Spalding ran 180.The Head Constable, who is a splendid pedestrian won by a couple of yards, 

Howlett was second and Spalding who had made a bad start, a good third. Quoits were also 

played throughout the day. 

 

1891 Surrey Mirror 8th August - Three days cricket at Shagbrook50 - Three days of cricket 

has been held at Shagbrook in the grounds of Carr Saunders esq- The first match on Saturday 

being between Reigate Borough Police and Shagbrook Cricket Clubs which resulted in a 

victory for the latter by seven wickets and 74 runs. PC Skeggs doing good service by taking 

nine wickets. The game was witnessed by a goodly number of spectators and at about 5 o’clock 

the players sat down to tea provided in a tent in the cricket field.  

 

1891 August 17: Alleged Child Murder at Guildford. Charles Flutter and Rosina Flutter 

were committed for trial at Guildford on Saturday charged with causing the death of the five 

months' old illegitimate child of the female prisoner. The evidence showed that the female 

shockingly ill-treated and neglected the child, and that the male prisoner had struck it on the 

head.51 

 

1891 August 18: Poisoning case: extraordinary confession: A gardener named Faulkner 

was apprehended on Friday at Lingfield on suspicion of having murdered a child three years 

ago by administering poison. He was taken to Godstone police station and was brought before 

the magistrates on Saturday morning. He is reported to have told a constable that he poisoned 

his wife and child three years ago and he had attempted to commit suicide three times. The 

Bench granted a remand.52  

 

 
50 On the A25 to the west of Reigate on Reigate Heath 
51 The Western Mail 17 August 1891 
52 The Belfast Newsletter (Belfast, Ireland), Tuesday, August 18, 1891 
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1891 August 22 Surrey Advertiser; Obstruction: Nelson Cooper and Nathanial Page were 

summoned for obstructing the passage of Station Road, Walton by having a horse and carriage 

on the highway. PC Stephen and Inspector Edgeler and Robert Watson a constable employed 

by South Western Railway gave evidence and both defendants were fined 20s including costs. 

 

1891 Croydon Observer 28th August - Reigate Borough Police v Kingswood - This return 

match was played at Earlswood Cricket Club on Thursday last but in consequence of the heavy 

rain had to be abandoned before Kingswood had completed an innings. 

 

1891 September 19 Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser: Cricket: Dorking v Chertsey 

 

 

1891 October 12: The chief constable reported that despite the increase in the cost of living 

the inspectors and superintendents had no pay rise for nineteen years. In fact, they were 

receiving less because in 1880 they were relieved of their duties as Inspectors of Weights and 

measures for which they received an allowance.53 At this time superintendents acted as 

Relieving Officers for the poor and the Dorking superintendent reported that the congestion at 

his police station by people seeking help was so great the police station could not properly be 

used and he asked to be relieved of the job.  

1891 October 17:  Pleuro-pneumonia in Surrey: Reigate County Bench: William 

Templeton, farmer Merton, John Templeton, farmer Horley and John Reed drover were 

summoned for the removal of five cattle in contravention of a special order made by SCC under 

the Pleuro-Pneumonia Act. PC Miles, Surrey Constabulary, was on duty at Merstham at ten 

o’clock in the morning of the 5 September when Reed came along the road driving five cattle 

from the direction of a scheduled district within the Act, Coulsdon. The drover said he had 

brought them from Merton and was taking them to Horley. The next day the officer interviewed 

the farmer in Horley where the cattle were bound. Police in Horley, PC Smith, had previously 

visited the farm to tell the farmer there was restrictions in place but the farmer said he had 

forgotten this. William Templeton was fined 50s and costs. John Templeton was given the 

 
53 Durrant Page 20 
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benefit of the doubt. Reed who would most likely know nothing of the law was fined a shilling 

and costs. 54 

1891 October 17 Head Constable Reigate Borough Police Annual Report: Borough Police 

Office, Redhill 10 October 1891: To the Chairman and members of the Watch Committee: 

Gentlemen I have the honour to submit the criminal and other statistics connected with the 

police force for the year ending 29 September 1891 and to supplement them with some 

miscellaneous information concerning the establishment of which I have charge. The number 

of persons arrested during the year was 106, being a decrease of 6 on the previous year. The 

number proceeded against by summonses was 226 a decrease of 25 persons. The number of 

indictable offences was ten being seven more than the previous year. For these offences four 

persons were apprehended being an increase in one arrest. The number of persons proceeded 

against before the magistrates summarily were 330 being a decrease of 18 persons on the 

previous year.55 

 

 
54 1891 October 17: The Surrey Mirror and General County Advertise 
55 1891 October 17: The Surrey Mirror and General County Advertiser 
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Of the 330 persons proceeded against summarily as above, 150 or about half were non-

residents. The number of robberies (global term for crime) of all kinds coming to the knowledge 

of the police during the year was 23. 

Burglary and housebreaking  1 

Forgery  2 

Fraud  3 

Larceny from the person  2 

Larceny (simple)  14 

Larceny by servants in the Post Office  1 

Larceny by clerk or servant  1 

Total with 12 arrests 23 

Value of stolen property £160 8s 9d 

Recovered  £146 14s 9d 

Total loss of stolen property £14 4s. 

 

Class of person’s proceeded against on 

indictment 

 

Previous good character 4 males 

Class of person’s proceeded against 

summarily 

 

Known thieves 6 males 1 female 

Prostitutes 12 females 

Vagrants and tramps 31 males 16 females 
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Suspected characters 15 males, 1 female 

Habitual drunkards 2 males I female 

Unknown 33 males 12 females 

Previous good character 186 males and 14 females 

Total 273 males 57 females 

During the year police on night duty have found 77 premises insecure, 60 shops and 17 

dwelling houses.  

The strength of Reigate Borough Police 1891 19 September was 25 all ranks, one having 

resigned. (List below only accounts for 21 officers not 25 – possibly just constables included) 

1 has under one year’s service 

2 are between 2-5 years’ service 

6 between 5-10 years 

6 between 10-15 years 

4 between 15-20 

1 between 20-25 

1 above 25 

Average length of service is 9 ¾ years 

The average age is 34 and the average height 5 feet 11 inches tall. Of the 330 persons proceeded 

against summarily as above, 150 or about half were non-residents. The number of robberies of 

all kinds coming to the knowledge of the police during the year was 23. 

Burglary and housebreaking 1. 

Forgery 1 

Fraud 3 

Larceny from the person 2 

Larceny (simple) 14 

Larceny by servants in the Post Office 1 

Larceny by clerk or servant 1 

Total 23 with 12 arrests 

The value of the property reported to have been stolen was £16018s 9d recovered £146 14s 9d 

– total loss £14 4s. 

Class of person’s proceeded against on indictment: 
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Previous good character 4 males 

Summarily: Known thieves 6 males 1 female 

Prostitutes 12 females 

Vagrants and tramps 31 males 16 females 

Suspected characters 15 males, 1 female 

Habitual drunkards 2 males I female 

Unknown 33 males 12 females 

Previous good character: (Summarily?) 

186 males and 14 females total 273 males 57 females. 

The strength of the police force on the 19 September last was 25 all ranks. The variations 

have been, 1 resigned. At 25 one is under one year’s service, two are between 2-5 years’ 

service, six between 5-10 years; 6 between 10-15 years; four between 15-20; one between 20-

25 and one above 25. The average age is 34 and the average height 5 feet 11 inches tall. Average 

length of service is 9 ¾ years.  

During the year police on night duty have found 77 premises insecure, 60 shops and 17 

dwelling houses. 

The police issued the following number of licenses during the year: 

Pedlars 22 

Chimney sweepers 2 

These brought in an income of £5 15s. 

Billets: During the year 356 men and 321 horses have been billeted in the Borough. I am glad 

to report that the officers in command of the troops have made no complaints. 

Vagrants: During the year 5,403 tramps and others have been granted tickets of admission into 

the Reigate Union Workhouse. Daily average about 15.  

On 17th September Captain Elgee inspected the police force at Redhill and expressed himself 

well satisfied as to the management of the force. 
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I am glad to report that during the year the conduct of the force has been satisfactory and I have 

to thank the inferior officers for the assistance I have received from them. I have the honour to 

be Mr Chairman and Gentlemen your obedient servant. Wm Geo Morant, Head Constable. 

1891 October 19: Arson: Central Criminal Court.  James Harris (53) feloniously setting fire 

to a stack of corn, the goods of James Weller.  

James Weller:  I am a baker, residing at Shere, Surrey. On 13th September, between 9.30 and 

9.35, I received information as to a fire. I went to a rick of oats and found it on fire. It was 

partly destroyed when I got there. Its value was £50 or £60. I know the prisoner as having 

resided in Shere. He had done odd jobs for me. Some time ago he called me all the f----g things 

he could put his tongue to and told me to go and play with----and all sorts of things. That was 

about six weeks before the fire. He used abusive expressions towards me in the street. He gave 

no reason for it. He said I would sooner employ foreigners than I would natives; if I gave him 

employment, he would not do it. 

Cross-examined: I fixed the time of the fire as near as I could guess. I went into the White 

Horse, Shere, about 9.30, and I had not been there five minutes when information of the fire 

came. I had a watch in my pocket. I looked at it. I saw it was 9.35 or a little later. I rent the 

field the stack stands in. There is a right-of-way through it within twelve yards of the stack. 

The villagers don't go there a good deal. I go there between the lights, because I have some 

pigs there and I go to feed them. I do not know that a man refused to help to put the fire out. I 

swear that-a man lay there tight, but I found out that man was not there at the time of the fire. 

He was in the village when the fire broke out - "tight" is the Shere for "drunk." 

William Finch:  I was a policeman—this plan (produced) is drawn from the Ordnance map. 

I know the district perfectly well. I have lived there thirteen years. I know the Prince of Wales, 

where the prisoner resides, and where the stack was burnt. This plan accurately represents the 

locality. Going from the Prince of Wales the prisoner's proper way would be to the left. That 

would be the shortest way. Taking the direction where the stack was burnt, he would turn to 

the right coming from the Prince of Wales. Turning to the right, he would not pass Dartnell's 

corner, but would go a considerably roundabout way to his home. He would go about 400 yards 

further. That would be out of a distance of about a quarter of a mile nearly twice as far. The 

turning to the right where the fire was leads to Shere Heath that is a footpath. I went with 

Sergeant Hatton on 14th September, at 7 a.m., to the prisoner's residence at Shere. We asked 

the prisoner to account for where he was on the previous night; he said he was drunk at the 

Prince of Wales, that he left there and came home by Dartnell's corner and was indoors about 

eight; he might have met someone but had no recollection of it. Dartnell's corner would bring 

him into the Lower Street. I am quite sure of that would be his shortest way home. 

William Hatton (Sergeant Surrey Constabulary). I am stationed at Albury. I went with 

Finch to the prisoner's lodgings at 7 a.m. on 14th September. We asked the prisoner to account 

for where he was on the night of Sunday, the 13th. He said, "I was at the Prince of Wales beer-

house and stopped there till 8 o'clock; I went home along the Lower Street, I do not remember 
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meeting anyone" I am quite sure he said the Lower Street. I went there in consequence of 

information received. I questioned him because I suspected him. I was instructed to do that. At 

four p.m. on the 14th, I apprehended the prisoner in the highway at Shere. I told him I should 

charge him on suspicion with setting fire to Mr. Weller's stack on the night of the 13th. He 

replied, "I don't know more about it than what you do" I took him to the Police station; I found 

on him a matchbox containing two matches. At 6.45 on the same evening, I was present at the 

Police station when the charge was read. The prisoner said, in answer to the charge, "I was at 

the Prince of Wales beer-house; I left there about eight o'clock, and went straight home by 

Dartnell's corner, and went to bed". That is by the Lower Street; Dartnell's corner, which is 

followed by the Lower Street, would be his nearest way home. 

Cross-examined:  When I asked the prisoner to account for his time, I was merely acting on 

suspicion. I did not caution him; I was only making inquiries. I did not find the matches on him 

till a quarter to seven the day after the fire. I believe he smokes; I am not certain. 

Not guilty  

1891 October 24: Middlesex and Surrey Express: Death of Mr Bungard: On Thursday of 

last week Mr Bungard former Superintendent of Police in the district died at his residence at 

Eastworth. 56 he was unfortunately taken ill soon after entering private life but recovered to 

some extent till a few weeks before his demise when his case became practically hopeless. As 

a police officer Mr Bungard was a man of sterling merit, whilst in his private capacity he also 

made hosts of friends. His death may truly be said to have occasioned a general feeling of regret 

in the district. 

 

1891 October 24 West Middlesex Herald: Funeral of ex-Superintendent Bungard: On 

Tuesday afternoon the funeral of the late ex-Superintendent Bungard took place at Chertsey 

cemetery in the presence of several hundred sympathisers. The following officers and 

constables of the Surrey Constabulary paraded at the police station and proceeded to the 

deceased’s residence where they escorted the coffin to the cemetery. Superintendent Bryant, 

Superintendent Collis (Farnham), Inspectors Edgler, King, Bon, Police Sergeants Skinner, 

Larby, Wright and Holdford. Constables Mears, Woolger, Newton, Knight, Divine, 

Richardson, Matthews, Wootton, Carpenter, Lucas, Bishop, Hewett, Baker, Bensted, 

Kinneson, Rose, Hole, West, Kirk, Bird, Shenton, Miles, Moore, Millard F Knight and 

Wilkinson. The coffin was borne by relays of constables. The coffin bore the inscription 

“Alfred Henry Bungard died October 16th, 1891 aged 59 years”. Details of other attending the 

funeral are given as are inscriptions from wreaths. Owing to various important matters many 

of the members of the Surrey Constabulary who had intended to be present were unable to 

follow the remains of the deceased to their last resting place.  

 

 
56 There is an Eastworth Road in Chertsey in 2021and houses for sale in Eastworth Addlestone 
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1891 October 31 Surrey Advertiser: Upper Hale: Theft of potatoes: William Clarke, 

labourer was charged with stealing potatoes from a barn at Upper Hale. PC Halliday said the 

defendant acknowledged taking the potatoes and was fined 20s or 21 days. 

1891 November 7: Police changes at Dorking: Superintendent Lambert who for many 

years has been the head of the Surrey Constabulary in the Dorking division has been transferred 

to Chertsey and in his place at Dorking is taken by Inspector Alexander of Woking. 

Superintendent Lambert was extremely popular in Dorking, and we understand a fund is being 

raised in the town to present him with a testimonial.57 

1891 November 7: Mysterious case of drowning – Dorking: An inquest was held at Dorking 

cemetery on the body of an unknown man, aged about 32 found in the River Mole on Saturday 

afternoon. Police Sergeant Scaterfield found the body near Castle Mill, and he recovered it, 

searched the man and thinking the head had been knocked about a bit and there may have been 

foul play he called a doctor to the scene. The doctor found no injuries to the body. The body 

had been in the water about a week and appeared to have drowned. Police Sergeant Scaterfield 

said the man had the appearance of a bookmaker or a betting man. The jury returned a verdict 

of “found drowned.” 58   

1891 November 7: Surrey Advertiser: Hersham in search of game: Kingston County Bench 

Frederick Keywood a lad of Hersham was summoned for trespassing in pursuit of game. 

Evidence from the game keeper and Inspector Edgerley who said the defendant had been 

caught poaching several times and was fined 20s with 14 days hard labour in default. No time 

allowed for payment. 

1891 November 14: The retirement of Superintendent Redford, Godstone: At the monthly 

pay day of the Godstone Division of the Surrey Constabulary Superintendent Redford was 

presented with an armchair and Mrs Redford with a silk umbrella by the officers and men of 

the division on the occasion of the former’s retirement from the division. Inspector Brice in 

making the presentation on behalf of the men said, “Brother officers and constables this is the 

last time we shall all meet Mr Redford our superintendent who has been in the service 35 years, 

25 out of that time I have known him and I always found him to be kind to the men who served 

under him and all regret his leaving. I hope we shall find in Mr Bryant as good a man, which I 

believe we shall. I have now Mr Redford on behalf of the officers and men great pleasure in 

presenting you with this armchair as a mark of their esteem and respect, and we all trust that 

by kind providence you may live many years to have the pleasure of sitting in it and enjoying 

your pension.” Addressing Mrs Redford Inspector Bryce said, “I have also the pleasure on 

behalf of the men to present you with this umbrella and I trust you live to use it not just on 

rainy days but also on many sunshiny days.” 

Mr Redford spoke in response very feelingly, “Mr Inspector Brice, sergeants and constables of 

the Godstone Division on behalf of Mrs Redford and myself I most heartily thank you for these 

 
57 1891 November 7: The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
58 1891 November 7: The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
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nice presents that you have presented us with. I hope God will spare us for many years to come 

to live amongst you, and that I shall have enjoyable rests in the old armchair. During the nearly 

14 long years that I have been your superintendent we have always got on well together. You 

know as well as I do that a superintendent who is responsible for almost everything has a lot 

of things to make him off colour (testy) at times, but as I say we always got on well together. I 

thank you all for your cordial assistance at all times in helping me carry out the law and anyone 

who was present at the last bench day and listened to the kind remarks of the chairman could 

hear for themselves how satisfied all the magistrates were in which the duty has been carried 

out. You might be sure it was most gratifying to me. I ask you for your own sakes to do your 

duty fairly and you will have the respect of the magistrates as well as the respectable inhabitants 

in your several detachments. I also ask you to do your duty as well for your present 

superintendent as you have done for me and I am sure you will get on well together. I hope you 

all do well and get promotion. I must now say good-bye to the Surrey Constabulary police 

force.” 59 1892 January 23 Mr Ex-Superintendent Redford: It had been arranged on Monday 

evening for a dinner to honour the retirement of Superintendent Edward Redford from the 

Surrey Constabulary on what was his 56th birthday. Mr Redford had been unwell for some 

time and last Sunday he suffered a fit as he was coming downstairs. The idea of a dinner was 

therefore abandoned. At a small gathering at Ye Olde Whyte Harte Inne, Godstone the framed 

illuminated address was displayed:  This testimonial together with a purse of 90 guineas the 

result of the contributions of many friends collected by a committee and gentlemen whose 

names are attached was on the 18 January 1892 at Ye Olde Whyte Harte Inne, Godstone 

presented on behalf of the subscribers by the Rev JS Hoare rector of the parish to Mr Edward 

Redford as a mark of esteem in remembrance of many years of faithful service as 

Superintendent in the Surrey Constabulary from which he retired on the 2 November 1891. 

(There follows a list of names and their contributions) Comments were made of the esteem in 

which the retired superintendent was held within the community. A further testimonial had 

been made a few months ago to Mr Superintendent Redford from the officers and men of the 

Godstone Division, Surrey Constabulary, amounting to £5 4s 6d the subscribers being 

Inspector Brice, Sergeants Smith, Walters and Southcott, Police Constables Annells, Arney, 

Bowyer, Barber, Cole Dixon, Evans, Farr, Goodchild, Matthews Miles, Moore, Marshall, 

Povey, Richardson, Shakespeare, Shuttleworth, Springhall, Smith, Stanniforth, Sumner, 

Stevens, Tribe, Wedge, Weston, Risbridger.60 1892 February 13: Death of Mr Redford: We 

regret to hear that Mr Edward Redford our respected ex-superintendent of the Godstone 

division Surrey Constabulary passed away on Wednesday. Mr Redford was a respected a man 

who ever wore police clothing, and the deepest sympathy is felt for her.61 1892 April 9: 

Standing Joint Committee Surrey Quarter Sessions: Among other matters this committee 

reported that the chief constable having reported the death of Mr Edward Redford late 

superintendent of the Godstone Division who for more than 34 years was a meritorious officer 

of the Surrey Constabulary and who was awarded a pension of £107 1s 4d per annum which 

 
591891 November 14: The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
60 1892 January 23: The Surrey Mirror and General County Advertiser 
61 1892 February 13: The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
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only took effect from 1 November 1891, the committee had determined to grant to Mrs Redford 

a gratuity of £180 18s 8d. 62 

 

1891 November 28 Surrey Advertiser: Weybourne Obstruction: At Farnham Petty 

Sessions James Dimes a carter from Aldershot was summoned for causing an obstruction in 

Weybourne by leaving his waggon unattended whilst in the Running Stream. The road was 

narrow at this point, and he had several complaints of obstruction. Fined 10s and costs. 

1891 December 15: Inspector Howard Page who has been chief clerk of the Surrey 

Constabulary for a number of years and is well known as a very efficient officer has been 

promoted to the rank of superintendent and will take charge of the Farnham district. 

Superintendent Collis will transfer from Farnham to Dorking. 63 

1891 December 15: Superintendent Lambert who was stationed for many years at Dorking 

and has recently moved to Chertsey has been presented with a handsome gold watch and chain, 

suitably inscribed by the magistrates of the Dorking Division as a mark of esteem entertained 

for him and as some recognition of his long faithful service in the town. A fund is being raised 

by the townspeople for a testimonial for Superintendent Lambert and a satisfactory sum has 

been collected.64 

 

 
62  1892 April 9: The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
63 1891 December 15: The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
64 1891 December 15: The Sussex Express, Surrey Standard Weald of Kent Mail, Hants and County Advertiser 
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1891 December 22 General Order: Superintendent and Deputy Chief Constable Barker 

having signified his intention of retiring after 36 years’ service, the Chief Constable cannot 

content himself with a mere formal announcement of the fact in a general order. He desires to 

express himself of the sense of the valuable services of Mr Barker as well as his own regret at 

the loss of him. Thirty-six years without a single report against him from the time of his first 

joining the force as a young third-class constable speaks for itself. There are not many of whom 

this could be said. Mr Barker is well-known, has been a zealous and most efficient officer, 

conscientious in the discharge of his various duties, kind and considerate to those under him 

courteous to all to all with whom he came in contact, and most loyal to his Chief Constable 

who feels that he ? ? in him a friend to whom he owes a great deal. The Chief Constable is sure 

that the whole force will unite with him in wishing Mr Barker health and happiness and that he 

may live to enjoy his well-earned pension for many years to come. HC Hastings Chief 

Constable of Surrey. 65 

 

1891 December 26: Surrey Advertiser: Resignation of Deputy Chief Constable Barker: 

The respected Deputy Chief Constable Superintendent CW Barker has just signified his 

intention of retiring from the force he has been so long and honourably connected. Mr Barker, 

with the exception of the Chief Constable Captain Hastings, the oldest member of the Surrey 

Constabulary he having first joined it at Guildford in 1855 four years after the establishment 

of the force. He was afterwards transferred to Reigate and then to Farnham as a constable; he 

was shortly after made an inspector and proceeded to Chertsey and returned to Guildford 

division as a second-class superintendent in August 18?8. Twelve months later he was made 

first class superintendent and in October 1870 he was appointed by the court of Quarter 

Sessions to the position of Deputy Chief Constable. Mr Barker whist displaying the greatest 

zeal, tact and efficiency in the performance of his responsibilities has invariably shown the 

utmost kindness and courtesy to those brought in contact with him. He will carry into his 

retirement the best wishes of the public he has served so faithfully and the hope that he may 

for many years enjoy his well-earned rest. Mr Barker was held in high estimation by the 

magistrates and the following testimony to Deputy Chief Constable Barker’s worth is borne by 

the Chief Constable in a General Order he has signed.66 

 

Sussex Agriculture Express 27 December 1891 

 
Chief Constable Captain Henry Cadogan Hastings Guildford 

Deputy Chief Constable Superintendent CW Barker Guildford 

Inspector and Chief Clerk WH Bryant, Guildford 

 
65 Surrey Advertiser 26 December 1891 
66 Surrey Advertiser 26 December 1891 



 49 

Superintendents 

Chertsey A H Bungard: Dorking, G Lambert: Farnham, Frederick Pike: Godstone, Edwin 

Redford. 

Inspectors 

Egham, Henry Collis: Leatherhead, W. Wood: Reigate, Edwin Hackman: Farnham, H Baker: 

Guildford, Howard H Page: Godstone Station, James H Dennett: Holmwood, Dorking, Edwin 

J King: 

Sergeants 

Albury, William Hatton: Caterham James Brice: Chobham Alfred Biddlecombe: Cranleigh JD 

Risbridger: Esher WT Skinner: Farncombe Henry Melmoth: Frimley James Heighes: 

Haslemere Thomas F Chapman: Hersham Turner Edgler: Horley Thomas Smith: Ripley 

Charles A Keys: Witley Cornelius Bundy: Weybridge George Boon: Woking William 

Alexander: Guildford Arthur Simmonds: Dorking Frank Scarterfield: Chertsey Edward 

Campbell: Knap Hill Edwin West: Elstead Thomas Fletcher: Godalming William J Marks. 

 

The Superintendents are also Inspectors of Weights and Measures for their respective districts 

excepting at Croydon at which town MR AJ Lane holds the post, Superintendent of Reigate 

Borough Police Mr Pearson, Guildford Borough Police Mr W Berry. 

 

Surrey Constabulary 1991 

 

100 years on – how the world has changed! 

 

1991 Search team: Fifty-four crime searches and forty-three explosive related searches were 

undertaken during the year.67 Surrey Constabulary Search Team: Founded about 1989: 

The searching for explosive devices became more complex after the explosion of the IRA bomb 

at the Grand Hotel in Brighton. In Surrey, Special Branch was responsible for VIP visits and 

armed protection and so for many years incongruously, these low-profile officers had at various 

times a high-profile role. With the professionalism of the function, and after some hard 

discussiosn, Operations Department took over responsibility for the search function and 

eventually armed protection of VIPs. There were national standards for training and Surrey had 

two operational Police Search Advisers or POLSA and a number of team members who were 

highly trained and called from division as and when they were needed. In 1989 Clive Barham 

was appointed full time POLSA for the force and attended a basic search course run by 

Inspector Geoff Langley and PS Roy Vase who was then part time search. The course was held 

at HQ. A month later Clive attended a national POLSA course and on his return ran all searches 

with part time officers and carried out a training program to increase the number of search 

trained officers. Sergeant Pete Griffiths attended one of these courses and as the workload 

increased (mainly crime) Pete was posted to the Operations Room so that it was easier to free 

him from operational duties at short notice. (Search and OR both being Operation’s 

 
67 Annual Report 1991 
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responsibility) He was then made search full time and went on his POLSA course. From 1989 

to June 1993 the Team did just over four hundred and fifty searches. From June 1993 individual 

members of the search team were issued logbooks to record training and deployment. Inspector 

Barham ran the Search Team until he retired. Early into their duties it was obvious that their 

skills were of great advantage to investigators at crime scenes or for finding missing people in 

open country searches. Searches in house revealed drugs, pornography and stolen property 

deeply hidden. At crime scenes a dropped wallet at a murder scene and the credit card of a 

rapist were found in the early days.  

A huge amount of effort went into searching and securing premises before the visit of a Royal 

or VIP. With the support of DCC Peter Sharpe a large amount of top of the range equipment 

was purchased and deployed ensuring the team was well equipped and with their training and 

leadership extremely effective. Soon after the name change to Surrey Police the team were to 

find IRA devices on the railway line near Woking. A police search adviser was trained and 

qualified by the Army who then certificated the advisers after a lengthy course held at 

Chattenden in Kent.  

Bob Bartlett: The search team were to prove a great success which at times was nearly their 

downfall. The search team could be particularly effective when searching for missing people, 

for explosive devices and at the scenes of serious crime. The techniques that they learnt were 

invaluable and should not be confined to the limited search for devices. Also, to use them where 

they were more likely to find something kept them sharp for the real operation when there 

could be an explosive device. The officers undertaking the work, other than an inspector and 

sergeant who were Operations Staff worked on division and were called when required. The 

two members of Ops were trained by the military and in turn they trained teams from across 

the county. This meant that every time the teams were mobilised, as with the Firearms Support 

Team, the division lost their services. As this was frequently at short notice it disrupted staffing 

levels and of course incurred a great deal of overtime, which had to be paid locally. The more 

successful they were the more they were called, the more disruption there was and the greater 

the costs to local overtime budgets leading to the more aggravation from Division about looting 

their staff. Yet they were undeniably very successful and made a significant contribution to the 

detection of several major crimes. 

1991 January 17: Operation Hudson: Over thirty people charged with drug offences in 

Guildford. 

 

1991 January 20: Operation Forge: ALF bomb Guildford aimed at a hunt terrier man. 

 

1991 January 21: Ant-hunt alert: Twenty-five people were evacuated from their homes 

yesterday after an incendiary device was found in Abinger Hammer. Police believe it was 

intended for a leading member of the Surrey Union Hunt.68 

 

 
68 1991 January 21: The Times 
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1991: Crime on the Caterham sub-division has risen by 17.73%, which is lower than the 

Force average. The area still attracts travelling burglars many of whom come from London 

– particularly difficult to detect.69 Across the county travelling criminals from London was 

having a significant impact on the county, burglary, car crime and fraud.  

 

1991 About: Brooklands redevelopment: A Second World War a very large bomb was found 

and disrupted the building work whilst evacuations took place and the Royal Engineers 

attended and defused it. Inspector Kendall was in charge and was told by a resident that five 

bombs dropped three went off and there was another one somewhere, which was never found. 

 

1991 February 6: Three remanded: Three former Surrey police officers were remanded on 

bail by Bow Street magistrates accused of fabricating evidence against Patrick Armstrong one 

of the Guildford Four.70 

 

1991 February 21: Operation Smoke: Victim Gordon William Rogers – robbery and murder 

in Guildford – undetected 

  

Paul Yearwood: I was the early turn duty sergeant this day. I remember being in the CID 

office discussing a series of crimes with Dave Amos (not sure if he was a DS or DI then) when 

a report came over the radio that there had been an attempted armed robbery of a security van 

outside the Midland Bank at Woodbridge Hill, Guildford. Shots had been fired. I told Dave 

and left immediately for the scene. I was slightly surprised to be the first police officer there 

when I reached the Bank. An ambulance was already present attending to the driver of the 

security van. He had been shot in the left knee. He was conscious and sitting in a wheelchair 

and even sharing a joke with the ambulance crew. After relaying circumstances back to control 

and requesting more resources, I shut down the road and started taking witness details and 

registration numbers. Three men in a blue car had held up the security van as it was making a 

delivery of cash to the bank. The security staff resisted, and one was shot in the leg. The robbers 

then panicked and got in the blue car and drove off. The car was later found abandoned near 

Surrey University. Three days later the man who had been shot died. His injuries had caused a 

blood clot that caused a fatal thrombosis. Because the robbery was an attempt and initially was 

not fatal, the crime was dealt with locally rather than an incident room being set up. DS Mick 

Bobrzyk was in charge of the case. The offenders were never brought to justice. 

 

1991 March Scene of a typical serious RTA. Sussex helicopter at Cranleigh: Road accidents 

now called collisions but there are still too many of them and occupy considerable resources. 

 
69 Annual Report 1991 
70 1991 February 6: The Times 
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1991: Caterham CID undertook the first confiscation of assets enquiry under the new Criminal 

Justice Act 1988 and have been successful in obtaining a High Court restraint to preserve an 

asset that can be confiscated of a professional burglar. Nineteen high value burglaries have 

been solved. 71 

 

1991 Farnham murder of Child  

1991 Murder of S J Hersey 

 

1991 Byfleet: Man arrested in possession of 2 kilos of heroin was sentenced to 10 years in 

prison and a confiscation order for in excess of £93,000 was made. 72 

 

1991: The Force has 50 police stations and offices and 457 police houses73 

 

1991: Standard of marksmanship required by the Force is higher than that recommended 

nationally. The HMI sought weapons to be carried in a locked box in a vehicle something the 

Force kept under review74 Note: When firearms were introduced within armed response 

vehicles Surrey officers wore the guns and they were not kept in locked boxes. This was a 

question of trust and responsibility, and the force was not disappointed. The practice of having 

permanently armed officers led to the development of a new type of jacket that allowed the 

weapons to be carried discreetly but did not inhibit immediate access. Mobile armed response 

vehicles became a permanent feature after IRA mortars were set off at Heathrow and Gatwick 

came under threat.75 

 

1991/2 Woodhatch:  Brian Woodfield: This was the murder of a 90-year-old lady in her 

home in Woodhatch committed by two local youths aged seventeen and sixteen years 

A relative, I believe gave some information, which helped solve case. However, Pat Crossan 

 
71 Annual Report 1991 
72 Annual Report 1991 
73 A Report of Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary Surrey Constabulary 1991 page 13 
74 A Report of Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary Surrey Constabulary 1991 page 36 
75 Robert Bartlett former chief superintendent Operations April 2010 
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and I dealt with the enquiry, and it was cleared up fairly quickly. The victim had been stabbed 

(with a meat fork) numerous times and raped.  

 

Background - involved a milkman who had been delivering at the house and one of the youths 

had been helping - hence connection to victim. I do remember that we found a condom in 

nearby dustbin, which I think we were able to connect. I also remember that I learnt a very 

significant lesson regarding searches at 'scenes of crime.' This was because we could NOT find 

blood-stained clothing BUT we later found some of it, a top, had been secreted under a parked 

transit van (unconnected) and was wrapped around exhaust pipe. The moral of the story was to 

search under everything. As it happened, it all worked out in our favour as we recovered 

property as result of interviews so we were still able to connect as no one else would have 

known.  

 

Anyway, I do remember this because it was a particularly shocking murder. The victim had 

been born in the same house she died and inherited from parents. She never married and the 

story was that her fiancé was killed during First World War and never recovered from it. 

Another thing I remember was that on murders such as these - a lot of statistical data to say 

that offender will (a) be known to victim (b) have come to police notice before (c) will be local 

- within half a mile of victim and usually between 16 and 24 years old. This was significant as 

I remember Pat and I drawing a half-mile circle from scene and having LIO draw out likely 

suspects. As it turned out we were superseded by incoming information, but the point was that 

BOTH youths lived almost exactly on the half-mile boundary. Of course, their ages were 

correct and previous knowledge of victim was the milkman/milk-round.  

 

1991 March 2: Mr Brian Hayes Chief Constable of Surrey to be one of HM Inspectors of 

Constabulary responsible for forces in the southeast of England. Mr John Smith (former Surrey 

ACPO officer) one of HM Inspectors of Constabulary has been re-appointed an Assistant 

Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police. He will succeed Sir John Dellow as Deputy 

Commissioner in the spring.76 

 

1991 April 2: Man is buried by garden drill: A man aged 52 was found by his wife yesterday 

with only his head protruding from their garden after apparently become caught up in the 

corkscrew action of a drilling machine which dug him into the ground. Emergency services 

were called to the garden at Ranmore Common, but Surrey Police said the man was found to 

be dead.77 

 

1991 5 April: The body of a thirty-seven-year-old man was found in the bedroom of a flat in 

Dorking. A severe blow to the head caused death. On the same day a man was arrested and 

charged, eventually receiving a five-year prison sentence at the Central Criminal Court. 78 

 

 
76 1991 March 2: The Times 
77 1991 April 2: The Times 
78 Annual Report 1991 
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1991 April 5: No prosecution: Geoffrey Robinson MP is not to be prosecuted for possessing 

a shotgun without a certificate after accidentally shooting his son in the foot at his home in 

Godalming.79 

 

1991 April 8: Kevin Keegan was robbed in his motorcar on Reigate Hill. He was driving to 

his home in Hampshire from Spain when he pulled off the M25 to rest. His window was 

smashed, and he was hit about the head and body with a baseball bat. His four attackers made 

off with over £700 in Spanish currency. A man was arrested in Brighton and charged. 80 On 

the 27 April an 18-year-old six form college student from Brighton was remanded in custody 

by Reigate Magistrates charged with robbing Keegan on the 8 April.81 

1991 April 21: Operation Bursary: Murder of Ernest Jones Eastern Division – undetected. 

Ernest Jones was shot whilst asleep in his family caravan in Green Lane, Outwood. It was 

reported that a suspect was not charged with his murder on the advice of the Crown Prosecution 

Service as there was insufficient evidence.82 

1991 Guildford: A joint operation during January and February in Guildford resulted in fifty-

one arrests for drugs and dishonesty offences. 83 

 

1991 June 1: Burglary at Windlesham the home of a major golfer. As he and his wife watched 

TV and the children slept burglars stole jewellery worth thousands of pounds.84 

 

1991 June 13: Ban lifted on reporting of Guildford Four detective’s cases: Two High Court 

judges last night lifted the ban on reporting a stipendiary magistrate’s reasons for discharging 

three Surrey detectives facing allegations of conspiracy to pervert the course of justice 17 years 

ago during the Guildford Four investigation. The magistrates threw out the case on Tuesday 

for reasons that included the substantial delay in bringing them to trial, adverse public comment 

by the media and a failure to caution the defendants before police interviews. After a five-day 

hearing Ronald Bartle sitting at Bow Street dismissed the defendants on grounds of abuse of 

process.  

 

Mr Bartle said the Crown’s case rested on the discovery of rough notes found in the archives 

of the Surrey Constabulary which the crown claimed showed that typed notes of interviews 

with Patrick Armstrong released by the Court of Appeal in 1989 were not contemporaneous.  

He said the lapse of time had been great and was as such, likely to give rise to prejudice. Mr 

Bartle said that that the defence had argued that three other matters were prejudicial to the 

applicants: the death of a detective involved in the case in 1984 (Note: Tim Blake); the fact 

that all those involved in the interviews had no clear recollection of the events; and the fact that 

 
79 The Times (London, England), Friday, April 05, 1991 
80 Annual Report 1991 
81 The Times 27 April 1991 
82 http://www.unsolved-murders.co.uk/murder-content.php?key=5467&termRef=Ernest%20Jones 
83 Annual Report 1991 
84 The Times 1 June 1991 
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detective’s diaries were all destroyed after three years.  Mr Bartle said, “What chance do these 

applicants have in rebutting these allegations in the absence of this evidence?” He referred to 

evidence that the officers had not been cautioned before being interviewed by police. Mr Bartle 

said “This was because to caution might encourage these three to exercise their right of silence. 

This was clearly a flagrant violation of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act. Of the publicity 

surrounding allegations against the three men, Mr Bartle said, “the normal presumption of 

innocence was turned to one of guilt.”85 

 

1991 August: A young man went missing from his home in Normandy and his car found 

abandoned in Slough. A major enquiry was undertaken without success – closing in November. 

1991 86 

 

1991 August 5: Student’s body is found in field: The body of a student aged 21 who was to 

leave for a holiday in America in a few days’ time was found yesterday in a field belonging to 

the National Trust at a beauty spot at Leith Hill, Dorking. The postmortem examination of 

Sarah Turner carried out at East Surrey hospital concluded she had died of strangulation. Her 

handbag, lipstick, purse and other items were found in a trail leading to her body. The position 

of the handbag and other items indicated there had been no struggle at the scene. Detectives 

believe she may have died elsewhere and been driven to the field. A hiker found her body as 

he walked down the 965-foot hill. Miss Turner had left her family home in Ewell to go shopping 

on Friday. Her father Roger last saw her as she drove off in his beige mini, which police want 

to trace. She was found wearing blue culottes and a denim jacket.  Detective Superintendent 

Crossan opened an incident room at Leatherhead.  A man was being questioned last night 

having been arrested in Shepherd’s Bush, west London.87 

 
 

 
85  The Times June 13  
86 Annual Report 1991 
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1991 6 August: Murder charge: A man was charged last night with the murder of Sarah 

Turner a student aged 21 whose body was found at a National Trust beauty spot at Leith Hill, 

Dorking on Saturday. He will appear before Dorking Magistrates today. 88 

 

1992 Murdered body found on Leith Hill. Search team found the wallet of the suspect; 

possibly female victim murdered elsewhere and the body dumped. Mark Clark: The Leith 

Hill murder in 1992. I seem to recall that it was the murderer’s pager that was found near the 

woman’s body and that they were work colleagues.  

David Mumford:  I was a DC at Dorking at the time of the murder, the young girl as I recall 

was called Sarah Turner who lived at Ewell, and she was 21 years of age. Her body was 

discovered at Leith Hill and had apparently been strangled. Her Mini car was missing. I was 

working on an action team with the Chris Stevens. Paddy Crossan was the SIO. The job was 

run out of Leatherhead (in what was the old bar area) Bill Baskerville was running the incident 

room. On a Sunday Chris and I collected an action to see a male in West London, near the BBC 

Studios. He was not thought of as a suspect. (I can’t recall his name). We called at his address, 

which was a block of flats, it was very hot and I noticed his flat appeared all shut up. We banged 

on his door for some time and he eventually answered. He was very agitated which aroused 

our suspicions. I asked him where was Sarah, I shall never forget his response. He said, “I am 

the soul of Jesus Christ and she was the devil.” I’ve killed her!” Both Chris and I were stunned 

to say the least. We pushed our way in to flat and I asked him how he had killed her. He went 

off and bought back a length of cable used to connect a music keyboard to a computer. “This 

is it he said” By then Chris was scribbling down all that was said, there was no table in the flat 

and I recall Chris writing notes on the ironing board. The local police was called and assisted 

in securing the flat. I rang Bill Baskerville to say we had just arrested someone for Sarah’s 

murder and he had admitted it. You call imagine Bills response. It took a Metropolitan Police 

officer to convince him. We took the prisoner back to Dorking and on the way asked him where 

Sarah’s car was, all he could do was laugh and keep repeating he was the soul of Jesus Christ. 

He did in the end show that it was parked in a side street off Putney High Street. When we 

arrived at Dorking, Paddy Crossan decided that Chris and I should interview the prisoner, with 

a solicitor present. During the interview the young man flipped shouting that Chris was related 

to the devil. He was charged with Sarah’s murder and was tried at the Old Bailey. I was 

criticised for not having a mental welfare officer present during the interview, and he was 

subsequently detained in Broadmoor. It emerged that Sarah had befriended the young man, she 

had tried to help him as he was hearing voices in his head, she made an appointment at the 

Kings Cross schizophrenia society for him to be seen. The appointment would have been just 

days after her death. I kept my notebook as I thought I would never get to make another arrest 

for murder. 
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The Search Team in action 

 

1991 August 10: Keegan Robbers: Three men admitted robbing the former England Football 

captain after attacking him with a baseball bat as he slept in his vehicle near the M25. Three 

young men from Newhaven, East Sussex were each sentenced to three years in custody at 

Guildford Crown Court. One told police he carried out the attack to get money for drugs. He 

had smoked cannabis earlier in the day. Police caught the men after one was heard boasting 

about the attack at Brighton and Hove Sixth Form College where he studied part-time.89 

 

1991 Pay parties at Woking and Guildford requiring the deployment of considerable resources 

to either disrupt or contain the nuisance. One party at Cranleigh attracted ten thousand, which 

cost £21,000 to police. Five thousand camped in a field at Alfold and had to be policed over a 

number of days costing £46,000.90  

Christian Duckett: These operations were called Operation Jolly and known by all attending 

as Operation Jolly Lolly due to the rest day working and amount of money being earned. I 

spent many deployments at Addlestone police station sitting in the bar watching TV. 

 

1991 August 6: Kidnapped boss forced to hand over £50,000: Two men kidnapped the 

manager of a travel agency and forced him early yesterday to hand over £50,000 from his office 

safe. The pair confronted Richard Brodie around midnight at his home in Ash, Kent. He was 

driven to Newhaven where he was forced to empty his safe before eventually being released at 

Caterham.91 
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1991 September 2: Missing person and a possible murder Andrew Gerald Elphick Farnham. 

Operation Steroid.  

Surrey Police 2007: Andrew Elphick, aged 21 years, was reported missing from his home 

address at Normandy in Surrey in August 1991. He was working for Moss Bros but had taken 

a day off and that evening, Friday 23 August 1991, went out and was never seen again. His car 

was found abandoned at Slough on the Saturday morning. It was insecure and there was no 

trace of Andrew. Despite extensive enquiries he was not found. In 1995 police received 

information about Andrew’s disappearance and as a result Surrey Police launched a murder 

investigation. Despite insufficient evidence at that time to bring any charges, police were able 

to recover forensic evidence, which has been retained to this day. Surrey Police remains 

committed to regularly review the most serious unsolved crimes in the county. This ensures 

that advantage can be taken of any changes in circumstances or changes in forensic science 

techniques. The forensic exhibits seized, as part of the original enquiry will now be re-

examined by police using the very latest techniques. Police have already been able to build a 

DNA profile of Andrew using DNA from members of his family, which assists them in a case 

such as this where at this time there is no body. 

1991 September 21: Civil Servant drove wrong way on M3 and ran over PC:  A civil 

servant who drove the wrong way on the fast lane of a motorway and ran over the policeman 

who tried to stop him was banned from driving for five years and fined £5,000 at Guildford 

Crown Court yesterday.92 

 

 
92 1991 September 21: The Times 
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1991 October 24: DPP wins plea over Guildford detectives: The DPP was yesterday given 

leave to appeal against a magistrate’s decision to discharge three former detectives accused of 

conspiring to pervert the course of justice in connection with the Guildford Four.93 

 

1991 27 October: The Times: Police find “secret” boy 11: A full investigation was launched 

last night after Surrey police found an 11-year-old boy who had escaped the attention of 

education authorities, living with his mother surrounded by 80 animals many of them dead. 

Officers had called at the house in New Haw to enquire into an allegation of theft for another 

police force. They received no reply, entered through an upstairs window and found the boy 

and his mother surrounded by the animals. There were also hundreds of mice and the house 

was soiled with excrement. 

 

 
93 1991 October 24: The Times 
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1991 December 9: Operation Pearl: Armed robbery Preston’s Jewellers in Guildford 

 

1991 December 10: Science may finally solve schoolboy’s 1968 murder: Surrey police are 

to use a new genetic technique to try to solve a murder mystery that has been on the files for 

23 years. In April 1968 Roy Tuthill a schoolboy, aged 14, was picked up by a car when 

hitchhiking home from Kingston Grammar School. Three days later his body was found in a 

plantation beside a private road on the late Lord Beaverbrook’s estate, Cherkley Court, 

Mickleham. Police believe they have pinpointed a motorist now in his fifties, who gave Roy a 

lift. They have established that the firm he worked for at the time, owned a fleet of Austin 

Cambridge models similar to descriptions of the car believed to have picked up Roy. All Roy’s 

clothing has been stored for the last 23 years and have now been sent to the Home Office 

forensic science laboratory at Aldermaston where scientists will use a technique known as 

polymerase chain reaction (PCR) to multiply minute traces of body fluids in order to create 

sufficient DNA to produce a genetic fingerprint; this could be matched against the subject.  

Senior serving officers from Surrey Police visited retired Detective Chief Inspector Patrick 

Doyle to seek his advice. (Note retired a superintendent) A police spokesman said, “The Roy 

Tuthill murder was particularly nasty and Mr Doyle’s one regret when he retired was that the 

killer was still at large. 94 

 

 
 

1991 December 12: Teacher jailed: A head boy who returned to George Abbot School, 

Guildford as a PE teacher and indecently assaulted pupils was jailed 15 months at Guildford 

Crown Court. 95 

 

1991 December 14: The Times: man held over 1968 murder: A man was arrested yesterday 

by detectives investigating the murder in 1968 of Roy Tuthill aged 14. Surrey police said, “A 

52-year-old man was arrested at Dorking police station this afternoon in connection with the 

death of Roy Tuthill in 1968.” They said that the man had recently been released from prison. 

 

1991 December 16: The Times: man released: A man questioned about the murder of a boy 

in 1968 was released on police bail last night from Dorking police station. 
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1991 December:  Body found at Merstham Operation Ruby: Killing of John Shippey from 

Kent: Officer in Case Detective Superintendent John Beavis: After a long period of domestic 

intrigue, Shippey was murdered, and his body was put in the boot of a car. The car was then 

driven to an isolated spot near to the M25 at Merstham and set on fire meaning that only dental 

records would identify the body of John Shippey aged forty-seven. There followed a long and 

detailed enquiry that was extremely complex, and it took about a year before arrests were made 

and convictions gained.   

 

The body of murdered John Shippey was found in a burnt-out vehicle at Warwick Wold, 

Merstham on 18 December 1991 DCI John Beavis began an 18-month enquiry. The murdered 

man was finance director at Dove’s Jaguar and Ford Motor dealers in Croydon. He earned 

£40,000 a year and led a far higher lifestyle which included three mistresses, three houses in 

England and two flats in Spain. Smart cars, eight berth motor cruiser and £180,000 in private 

accounts in Switzerland, Jersey, Spain and Gibraltar. The auditor from Dove’s became 

suspicious and Shippey started to pull funds together. One of Shippey’s long term girlfriends, 

who he had helped buy her house, had a son Karl Watson aged twenty nine who was not fond 

of Shippey and felt his mother’s home was threatened by Shippey’s fund raising. Watson 

overpowered Shippey at Ightham in Kent and put him in the boot of a car before driving him 

to a lock up garage in Croydon. Watson then contacted a friend Cousins, to go to the garage to 

keep an eye on things, and where he was to find Shippey bound and gagged in the boot of a 

blue Sierra. Watson returned to the garage where he went berserk in the presence of Cousins 

and stabbed Shippey to death. A few days later the car was set on fire at Merstham with the 

body still in the boot. In 1992 Cousins was arrested on another matter and when in custody told 

of how Shippey was murdered. In December 1993 Watson appeared at the Old Bailey and was 

found guilty and sentenced to a minimum of twenty years. 

 

1990s early: Phil Dunford: International Security In the early nineties the Firearms Support 

Team were tasked with providing armed protection during a week-long meeting of 

international security representatives, in Deepcut and Frimley. One of our tasks was to escort 

coaches of delegates between venues. Having checked the route we were to call on a dedicated 

radio network to the corporal on the coach to signal that the path was clear for the coach to 

come out onto the road and begin its journey, it being out of sight of the road. I sat outside the 

officers' mess on the first day, securing the exit onto the road and discovered that the radio was 

not going to get through. We had a very early portable phone and found the immediate solution 

by telephoning the Aldershot military switchboard, asking to be put through to the cookhouse 

at the mess; asking the kitchen orderly to run out into the car park; find a corporal on a coach 

and pass the message to say, "The police say you can go now!" Our engineers had set up the 

radio net in nearby barracks. Faced with a complaint and mutterings of "We can talk to a man 

on the moon but not between two PRs across a mile of Deepcut we had the answer, "Ah yes, 

but you can see the moon." I later came to see their point.... 
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1991 early December: A lorry was stolen from Farnham and recovered by police from 

Greenwich the enquiry expanding so that stolen vehicles from across the country were 

recovered. In October 1992 five men were charged and went before the courts.96 

 

1991 December 14: Man held over 1968 murder: Detectives investigating the murder in 

1968 of Roy Tuthill aged 14, arrested a man yesterday. Surrey Police said yesterday “A 52-

year-old man was arrested at Dorking police station in connection with the death of Roy Tuthill 

in 1968.” The man had recently been released from prison.97 
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