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Coronation medals were awarded to Mr. J Simpson OBE Chief Constable, Mr. H back MBE Assistant 

Chief Constable,13, superintendents, three chief inspectors, five inspectors, sergeants Cornish, Feehan, 

Forehead, Godsmark, Judd, Lake, Newman and Spiers.  Constables Allen, Beale, Berry, Chitty, 

Lowman, McCauseland, Rice, Stevens, Also awarded to four of the officers who went to assist the 

Metropolitan Police on Coronation Day, Chief Inspector Hall, Sergeant Wood, Constable George Ball 

and Constable Hoskins.  

 

On Coronation Day 12 May 1937 a hundred members of the Surrey Constabulary under Superintendent 

JH White of Woking were sent to London to assist the City of London Police.  

 

1953 June: Tony May: Coronation 1953: On Tuesday 2nd June 1953 I was at the Coronation of Her 

Majesty Queen Elisabeth 2nd in London. I was fortunate enough to be one of the eighty-three officers 

from Surrey attending.   Our job was to line the processional route in The Mall. For this we were 

transported   up the day before Monday 1st June, by bus to take part in rehearsals and a briefing and to 

be inspected by the Home Secretary at 10am. When that was finished, we had the rest of the day off so 

some of us went into the City where we met numerous other officers from all over the country.  We 

spent that night in tents in Green Park and got up very early the following day. Reveille was at 

3.00am; wash and brush up followed by breakfast.  Then we had to be in position by 5am. Inspector 

Bowles was in charge of my squad and Inspector Ezzard in charge of another. We were split into three 

sections, two lining either the north or south side of part of the Mall and the other along by St James 

Park. We marched down Constitutional Hill and round the statue in front of Buckingham Palace to our 

positions. I remember we got a cheer from the crowds already gathered.  We were spaced out with a 

Grenadier or Coldstream Guard in between each of us. I remember because of the weather the Guards 

couldn't make up their minds whether to wear overcoats or not and they were on and off several times. 

We were instructed to turn and face the crowd behind us, which were over dozen deep, they were tiered 

up so those at the back could see. The crowd were very good humoured. Before the procession passed 

there were numerous road-sweeping vehicles going to and fro, and even some on foot picking up what 

the horses had dropped! That usually got a laugh from the crowd. When the royal carriage was passing, 

we stood at attention facing the Queen. I thought at the time all this preparation and the carriage swept 

by in a matter of seconds. When the procession returned after the service to the palace the plan was that 

the police would form a cordon across The Mall behind the last Guardsman. This didn’t work very well 

because with about two hundred and fifty thousand people pursuing the procession in an effort to try 

and get to the palace gates we were just carried away and we found ourselves pinned up against the 

palace railings. At least I did get to see the royal family come out on the balcony.  It was a very long day 
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as I remember we were given some small rations and the toilet breaks were few and far between. The 

weather was uncomfortable, cold, damp and not very June like. Some of the others on the deployment 

were Geoff Mynott, Dennis Trinder, Larry Rhimes, Danny Shaw and Ron Bellchambers.  I think we all 

got the Queen’s Jubilee Medal for it eventually. 

 

 

 
Some who went on aid for the Coronation, Rhimes, Shaw, Mason, Bellchambers, Peter Hall, Mynott 

 

 

1953 October 5: The Times: Surrey Police are investigating the theft of a number of articles from 

Clandon Park belonging to Lord Onslow, including the coronets he and Lady Onslow wore at the 

Coronation. 
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WPC Betty Green (Wickenden) 

Surrey Constabulary 1957- late 1960s 
 

 

Lionel Stewart MBE late Bedfordshire Police wrote in April 2023 in a message to the editor: One of 

our member’s wife was in Surrey for many years before transferring to Bedfordshire. One of her ex-

colleagues has just died and left her a large quantity of original photographs many of them from training 

school and all women. A part of Surrey Constabulary and women policing history. 

Date:1954 

Description: No. 4 District Police Training Centre, formerly “H.M.S. Fledgling'” W.R.N.S. Training 

Centre. After it was vacated in 1948 the police took it over from 1949 until 1960. 

 

The centre trained newly appointed police constables from Northamptonshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, 

Warwickshire and Worcestershire and the city and borough forces within those counties. Women polices 

constables from all over England, except the London metropolitan police, were also trained there. The 



 9 

courses lasted for 13 weeks and covered criminal and traffic law, powers of arrest and general police 

duties. 

 

Mr Trevor Dunkley: "I was at Mill Meece when it closed down. In the middle of our initial course, we 

were moved to Ryton on Dunsmore!"1 WPCs from Surrey then went to Ryton. 

 

 
 

Police Constable 520 Peter Hillier Gloucestershire Police at Mill Meece Training School 1949. shows 

the wearing of caps not a helmet when under training.2 

 

 
By late 1950s wore helmets at Mill Meece (Glos History) 

 

 
1 www.search.staffspasttrack.org.uk/Details.aspx?&ResourceID=45295&PageIndex=5&SearchType=2&ThemeID=29 
2 Gloucestershire Police Archives URN 10606 
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Typical police training establishment based around former military accommodation. 

 
Believed Mill Meece 1957 – photo from Betty Wickenden collection. 

Note caps and not helmets.  
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Training initial at Mill Meece 233/B. WPC 21 Green (Wickenden) 1956 Surrey Constabulary, 

Mill Meece, Staffs trained WPCs from across England except Metropolitan Police 

 

 

Course 233/B 1957 

 
WPC Green rear left 
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Front right in right side photograph  

 
Betty Wickenden collection, on left Di Hague also from Surrey 

  

Left photograph: Di Hague Surrey, right Bee Bristol 

Centre photograph WPC Green Surrey Constabulary on left  

Right photograph a Surrey WPC at Mill Meece 
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Right: Jenny Mathewson left with Betty Green on right. 

Left: This photo has Dee Hague written on rear. 

  
Left: Centre Jenny Mathewson right Betty Green 

Right: WPC Green (Wickenden) most likely personal transport 

 
Betty Wickenden nee Green, Jenny Futter third left nee Mathewson 
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Height limited of 5 feet 4 inches maybe overlooked in one case! 

 
Mixed forces – Surrey officers named: 

Rear left 2 Butcher 3 Gilbert 9 Hewlet (?) 10 Wickham 11 Barlow 12 Greetham Pam Front 2 

Stewart 3 Hamilton 4 W/I Hughes, 5 CC Rutherford, 6 WCI Mackenzie BEM 8 Osborne 
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Left rear Mary Waugh later Hughes, Miss Mackenzie, Janet Tripney/Rosam, Gail Patterson, 

Marrie Wooller/Wilson, Margaret Cameron, WPS Lee-Duncan, Mary Duncan/Redgewell, Ivy 

Parker, Margaret Chrichton, Peggy Gibson/Denyer, ?? Maureen Moody/Poole, King, Janet 

Boushier/Haire Front Row L-R Phyllis Burfoot, Marjorie Gould/Christmas, Joyce Port. Betty 

Elli, Adams 

 

 

Janet Tripney/Rosam 
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Off Beat August 2000 Tony Forward 

   

 

 
Miss Mackenzie with WPS Lee- Dennis 

 

 

Speeches from Betty Wickenden and Jenny Mathewson 1964 
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1966 - girls in blue get plenty of variety 

 

Woking News and Mail February 26, 1966: The girls in blue get plenty of variety: Why the police 

force? I asked two women police constables attached to Woking Police Station – WPC Betty Wickenden 

a married woman who lives at St John’s and 21-year-old Valerie Horton who comes from Leatherhead 

and has digs in Woking. Why become a woman police constable rather than joining one of the armed 

services? 

 

“Because while you are part of a team, you’re also an individual answered Mrs Wickenden. “The job is 

rarely boring, there’s plenty of variety. And I think you must have a vocation. It’s a fulfilment in itself.” 

WPC Horton said, “After a careers lecture at school on the force there was nothing else I ever considered 

doing.”  

 

WPC Wickenden joined the force 9 years ago and married later. She has no children and manages to 

combine a home and career successfully “though to a certain extent your homelife has to fit in with the 

hours you work.” 

 

She never managed to take the examinations which might have given her the opportunity for promotion 

to sergeant and although she regrets that, she does not regret the fact she is a constable because as she 

said the job is a fulfilment even without promotion. 

 

 
WPCs Wickenden and Horton 

 

WPC Horton joined the force 15 months ago. For three months she stayed in a hostel at Ryton on 

Dunsmore, Warwickshire a Home Office training school, learning what the job entailed, law, police 
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powers and procedure, self-defence, drilling and of course physical education. Then on to police HQ at 

Guildford where she studied local procedure and by-laws. Finally, she was posted to Woking. Except in 

cases where there would be extreme hardship if the WPC was not posted to her hometown, the “new 

girl” is posted to an area which she may not know, This is partly because it will fit in with the 

“establishment”, partly because of the embarrassment a beginner might feel if called upon to deal with 

an old friend in an official capacity. “Although” said Woman Inspector Jenny Mathewson (Later Jenny 

Futter) who had come over from Guildford HQ to meet me at Woking Police Station, “the girls make 

friends wherever they go, but at least they are more self-assured and able to deal with all members of 

the public, or whatever the trouble might be more easily.” Woman Inspector Mathewson joined the force 

at the same time as WPC Wickenden nine years ago “so you see what you can do if you try” said Mrs 

Wickenden without rancour. 

 

Once settled at a station a girl is not moved again unless necessarily in her interests or for purposes of 

promotion. If the WPC is searching for promotion, it is likely she will have to move because the Surrey 

Constabulary has an authorised establishment of 55 women including seven sergeants. A girl who wants 

to get on can apply for a position. Promotion to sergeant is subject to examination and selection based 

on ability and a minimum of four years’ service. 

 

 
By 1971 Jenny Futter nee Mathewson, was a chief inspector and Peggy Sandford a 

superintendent having transferred from Essex. 

 

 

What does the force look for when considering an applicant for the Women’s Police Force?  Self-

reliance, plenty of common sense, initiative and maturity, not to mention a knowledge or understanding 

of human nature said Inspector Mathewson. Entrants must be aged 20-35, (exceptionally suitable girls 

are recruited at 19). Girls must not be less than 5 feet 4 inches in height and have a good standard of 

health- they will have to pass a medical. Although there are no educational restrictions as regards 

numbers of O Levels passed applicants need a good standard of education and intelligence and girls with 

GCE are naturally preferred. There is nothing to stop a married woman from joining the force though if 

she has children, she might be refused in her own interests. At the age of 19 a woman constable earns 

£630 a year and this salary of course carries hidden assets that really transform into a very good salary 

indeed, For the girls does not to have many working clothes (though they spend about 50% of their time 
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in plainclothes work at Woking). They are supplied with two uniforms and after three years’ service 

they graduate to three. Their black stockings are issued and an allowance is made for flat, black lace-up 

shoes. WPCs Wickenden and Horton have an expense in the laundering of their glossy white stiff collars, 

but they think it is money well spent for the smartness and comfort professional laundering achieves. 

 

The girls think of their uniforms as a protection, a hidden armour, and feel that equipped in the 

comfortable navy blue, they can venture down any dark lane without fear. As skirt fashions have changed 

so have hems risen, and the girl’s skirts are as short as anyone else’s bearing in mind the fact that do 

their patrols on cycles. Each suit is tailor made for the individual and alterations are carried out free for 

them by the tailor. 

 

A policewoman’s day is not taken up largely, as I thought’ doing secretarial work to relieve the men on 

the station. Civilians are taking over more and more of this work. Most of the girl’s shift is spent on 

enquiries, often concerning women or children, interviews, observation or patrolling. The girls liked 

working on a station where they were greatly outnumbered by men. “We are normal women” smiled 

WPC Wickenden. But one aspect of the work which neither WPC enjoyed was giving messages of death 

for which they are often detailed. The WPCs have a chance of working with the CID although there are 

not many opportunities yet for women to become women detective constables. 

 

The women’s police is still a young service, it is just 22 years old. The highest position a woman has so 

far achieved in the Surrey Constabulary is that of chief inspector. Although the girls at Woking don’t 

see much chance of a woman becoming a chief constable, they look forward to the time when a girl who 

wants to get on may one day aspire to being an assistant chief constable. 

 
Surrey WPCs under training at Ryton on Dunsmore in about 1962 
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Frogman’s Friend 

 

 
A new aid for locating metal objects under water is the Elsec detector(left) in use by Surrey 

police. It can locate articles as small as a nail in a foot of mud. 

 
Egham Police Station 

 
Guildford Borough Police station North Street, Guildford 
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3 May 1939: DS Boshier Surrey Constabulary is in the second row from the back, third in from 

the left. Hendon detective training. 
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Detective Sergeant Boshier Surrey Constabulary  

 

1956 Cricket Tour 

  

 

 

Eric Boshier as a retired Detective Superintendent.  
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Wounded in the Dardanelles 

 
Surrey Mirror 1 February 1916: Message from an Oxted Constable: Police Sergeant Boshier of the 

Oxted Control (sic) Station has received a letter from PC Walter Head of the Surrey County 

Constabulary who was stationed at Caterham for some time and afterwards at Limpsfield, attached to 

the Oxted Station. He joined the Military Mounted Police and was at Gallipoli for some time but is now 

in hospital in the Dardanelles base suffering from the effects of a shrapnel bullet wound in the thigh, 

which set up septic poisoning. His friend at Oxted and Limpsfield will be pleased to hear he is 

progressing satisfactorily. 

 

Inspector retires to work for Imperial Airways Croydon 

 

Croydon Times 19 January 1938- Inspector Tassell - Airways Appointment: Inspector AH Tassell 

formerly of Caterham police station whose impending retirement from the Godstone Division was 

announced last week has received an appointment with Imperial Airways at Croydon Airport.  Inspector 

Tassell will retire on January 118th and take up his new duties almost at once. He came to Caterham 

from Dorking Division in November 1933 when he was appointed inspector. Here he remained until 

August of last year when on the retirement of Inspector Brake from Divisional headquarters at Oxted he 

was transferred to his place. In all Inspector Tassell has seen over 27 years’ service with the Force which 

he joined in 1910.  During the war he served for nearly 4 years with the Military Mounted Police in 

France. At Caterham he was extremely popular not only with his subordinates but with everyone with 

whom he came in contact.  

 

There has been a surprise in the appointment of his successor at Oxted – Detective Sergeant OA Turner 

who, a few weeks ago, became head of Oxted CID after holding a similar position at Woking for a 

number of years. The new appointment of CID sergeant at Oxted will be filled by PC Tappeneden of 

Weybridge. 

 

Kenneth Nash Baldwin 

Special Constable 1940-1952 

Reigate Borough Police, Surrey Joint Police and Surrey 

Constabulary 
 

1914- 1983 
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Judy Mills daughter of Kenneth Baldwin, retired from Avon and Somerset but born and bred in Reigate: 

Kenneth Baldwin was a special constable for most of the war from 1940-1952 being awarded the Special 

Constabulary Good Conduct and Long Service Medal. He would have worked long hours over many 

years, but he liked the work enough to remain after the war ended. He joined Reigate Borough Police 

which in 1943 joined the Surrey Constabulary and Guildford Borough Police as Surrey Joint Police. 

This force became the Surrey Constabulary in 1947 when the boroughs ceased to exist as independent 

police forces. In 1940 when living in Warren Road, Reigate his house was bombed with him inside it, 

having a lucky escape. 

 

Family research with additional material researched by Jean and Henry Pelham 

 

Benjamin Baldwin 

born 1844 

 

1901 Census 

Benjamin Baldwin – Head of House – b) 113 May1844 – living 32 Alexander Court, Chesham, Bucks. 

Benjamin had 17 children with two wives. 

(Amelia – wife was deceased) 

Annie Baldwin – Wife – b) 1862 

Jessie Baldwin – Son – b) 1883 

Ralph Baldwin – Son – b) 26 November 1865 – occupation Brush Makers apprentice 

May Baldwin – Daughter – b) 1888 

Alice Baldwin – Daughter – b) 1894 

Florence Baldwin – Daughter – b) 1896 

Annie Baldwin – Daughter – b) 1898 

Cecil Baldwin – Daughter – 1900 

 

Ralph Baldwin married Kate Nash 1909 – Amersham, Bucks 
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1911 Census 

Ralph Baldwin – b) 1886 – living 45 Eskdale Road, Chesham, Bucks – occupation – Brush Finisher 

Kate Baldwin – b) 1884 – Wife 

Edna Grace Baldwin – b) 1911 – Daughter 

 

1921 Census 

Ralph Baldwin – b) 1886 – occupation Files Dresser for Brush Trade – living – 24 Cameron Road, 

Chesham, Bucks. 

Kate Baldwin nee Nash – wife b) 3 July 1883 

Edna Grace Baldwin – b) 1910 – Daughter 

Kenneth Nash Baldwin – b) 22 June 1914 Son 

 

Kenneth Nash Baldwin married Marian J Sully in 1954, Bournemouth, Hants. 

 

1939 Register – 21 Warren Road, Reigate, Surrey 

Ralph Baldwin – b) 1886 

Kate Baldwin – b) 1884 – Wife 

Kenneth Baldwin – b) 1914 – Son 

 

Death - Kenneth Nash Baldwin died 1983 aged 69 years. 

Probate – Kenneth Nash Baldwin of Batch Farm Cottage, Hembridge East, Pennard Shepton Mallet, 

Somerset – died 13 November 1983 – Probate granted Bristol.  

 

Electoral Rolls 

 

1912-1915 – Benjamin Baldwin – Severall Avenue, Chesham, Bucks 

1912-1915 – Ralph Baldwin – 48 Eskdale Road, Chesham, Bucks 

 

Electoral Rolls – continued 

 

1922-1925 – Ralph Baldwin and Kate living 24 Cameron Road, Chesham, Bucks 

1922-1925 – Benjamin Baldwin and Annie living Ivy Cottage, Severall Avenue, Chesham, Bucks. 

 

1945 – Kenneth Nash Baldwin and Marian living Cockshot Road, Reigate, Surrey 

1949-1950 – Kenneth Nash Baldwin and Marian living Deerings Road, Reigate, Surrey 

1957-1962 – Kenneth Nash Baldwin and Marian living Hengistbury, Parkgate Road, Reigate Surrey. 

 

 

This short piece followed an email to www.surrey-constabulary.com site from Judy Mills 6 April 

2023. Judy is a retired police officer from Avon and Somerset. 

 

I have just been reading some of your work recorded on the Surrey Constabulary website. It's very 

interesting reading and represents many years of meticulous research. 

http://www.surrey-constabulary.com/
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At regular intervals my own family history research returns me to Reigate (the place of my birth) and 

the history of my family in the town.  As is always the case, I failed to ask questions while my 

grandfather, aunt and father were alive, so I am putting-together records, scraps and memories in order 

to make some sense of things. 

 

My grandparents Ralph and Kate Baldwin moved to Reigate in about the 1930s. Electoral rolls from 

1935 show them to have been living at 21 Warren Road, my father with them. My aunt was also there 

until after her marriage to Fred Stockman (they then moved to 12 St Andrew's Close). 

 

On 6 June 1940 my father Kenneth Nash Baldwin joined the Surrey Special Constabulary, (Ed: 

Photographs show initially Reigate Borough Police) where he served until 1952. It was this that 

prompted me, in 1980, to join the Avon and Somerset Police where I remained until 2010. 

 

I have photos of my Father in his Specials uniform alongside his Father, Ralph Baldwin, wearing tin hat 

and carrying gas mask, and 'Uncle Fred', also in uniform (Home Guard?) 

 

At some time during WWII my father said he returned from police duty to find the rest of the family had 

gone to the shelter. He couldn't be bothered; slipped off his boots and fell asleep on the settee, only to 

be awoken by the house falling around him having been struck by a bomb. His memory was of having 

to pick his way through glass to get to his boots. 

 

I have photographs of the bomb-damaged house and I believe this to be 21 Warren Road. It ties in with 

the reports of a bomb to 'Mr Holmes the vet' at 2, Warren Road which was on the opposite corner. (18 

August 1940). 

 

Without electoral rolls for the war years (if there were any, I can't find them) I next have an address for 

him at 11, Cockshot Road, 1945 - 1948, then a move to 2, Deerings Road where he remained until he 

married in 1954. 

 

A cousin in her 80s remembers going to Deerings Road and has a memory of her aunt, Kate (Aunt Kit) 

Baldwin showing her places from where they had been bombed-out. This makes me wonder if 11, 

Cockshot Road was also bombed. My grandfather had a shoe repair shop in Holmesdale Road (No56 - 

still a shoe repair shop!) but I can't see any suggestion that these premises were bombed. 

 

I now live in Gloucestershire with no remaining links to Reigate, so all my research has to be online. 

 

So, why am I telling you all this? Firstly, to say thank you for all the work you have done; secondly to 

ask if you have any information which might fill in any gaps, and thirdly to ask if you have any interest 

at all in photographs of anything I have. I understand if the answer is no, but an answer would be very 

much appreciated. 

 

Judy Mills 
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Thank you for your very quick response. It's encouraging when other people continue to take an interest. 

Thank you too for the attachments, much of which I read earlier on the Surrey Constabulary History site. 

There is no reason why you should have heard of Dad: as far as I am aware he, like me, never did 

anything particularly outstanding or heroic; just humbly did his best at whatever duty he was given. Yes, 

he did receive the SC Long Service Medal, but after less than 4 years, which doesn't seem very long! 

 

I am attaching pictures of his medals - there is also - of course - the Defence Medal. Also, a Reigate 

Borough Police Cap badge, and a copy of his SC Certificate. 

 

Then there are - all poor photos I am afraid - pictures of Dad in uniform with his Father, Ralph Baldwin 

and brother-in-law Fred Stockman, as well as five photos of the bombed house. This I am sure is 21 

Warren Road. Please feel free to make use of any information in whatever way you wish, and if it arouses 

any interest, that would be even better. 

 

I am as sure as I can be that this was Warren Road. (Bomb damage photos below). If I find anything 

else of interest, I will pass it on, but I think this is all there is. 

 

 
Ralph Baldwin, wearing tin hat and carrying gas mask, and 'Uncle Fred', also in uniform (Home Guard?) 

Surrey Constabulary, 
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Going on duty SC186 William Flower Symonds Reigate Borough Police 1940.3 Just how Special 

Constable Baldwin would have appeared. 

 

 
 

During World War Two police officers wore tin helmets seen here alongside the Redhill police station 

which had a heavily sandbagged entrance. The car was equipped with a loudspeaker and was used to 

tour the area issuing information, including warning of impending air raids, when the siren on the Co-

op roof froze in winter.  
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August 1940 Warren Road – home of the Baldwin Family 

 

1940 August: Shaw’s Corner 1st or 2nd Sunday in August, approximately 1pm a bomb fell outside 

The Foresters Pub (now called The Hatch) possibly killing four men. A second bomb fell in St. Mary's 

Cemetery. Holmesdale Road Cottages which backed onto the Railway Line near Reigate Station were 

demolished during a night raid as was Mr Holmes, the vet's house in Warren Road. St. Albans Road 

cul-de-sac. A time bomb was dug up by the Royal Engineers. West Street near the junction with 

London Road a time bomb was removed by the Royal Engineers.  

 

Jimmy Bridger Ted Ayres, local policeman, had two bombs in his place at Warren Road, Reigate, 

one that exploded and one that didn't. Ted was a police inspector and when he retired became a runner 

for a solicitor, Pringle, I think. Ted Ayres was connected with the first smash and grab raid from a 

car in the country; I think it was from Tanner’s jewellers in Station Road, Redhill. Whether he gave 

chase or was just involved in the investigation I can't remember 
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Surrey Mirror 25 July 1941 

 

Surrey Mirror 09 March 1949 
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Baldwin was a printer by trade, working first at The Linotype at Salfords, later at Adlards in Dorking. 

The photo is of him at a Linotype machine but not known where and when it was taken. 

 

SURREYPOL in Toxteth 1981 
 

Alan Bridgman 

 

Do you remember 1981? In January Ronald Reagan was elected President of the USA. In March Reagan 

was shot by John Hinckley but survived. Mike Hailwood World Champion motorcycle rider died, killed 

by a careless lorry driver tuning right in front of him. In May the Pope was shot in Rome; in June our  

Queen was shot at in Mall; in October President Sadat was assassinated in Cairo. It was a busy time for 

mayhem and murder – like every other year of the century! 
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Toxteth 1981 

 

I was a patrol sergeant at Dorking – you may remember we used to have a police station there – where 

some 55 officers policed a population of 22000; of these some 10% break the law. Uniform officers deal 

with most of them but are ably supported by a CID office containing maestros such as Pete Standen and 

Les Martin. Life continued quite peacefully as it always seemed to when the average citizen knew where 

the Police Station was and that it was open 24 hours per day. That seemed to be all the knowledge 

required at the time when the average citizen was statistically likely to have a meeting with a PC once 

every 27 years. I know that was true – the Home Office said so! 

 

In April 1981 riots broke out in Brixton; they were serious in nature but were eventually controlled. On 

the evening of 10 July 1981, I received an evening phone call at home in Farnham, where I was living 

contrary to the orders of Chief Constable PJM and told to report to DD at 0900 11 July for a Mutual Aid 

mission and to take a weekend bag with me. I anticipated a repeat of the Brixton Riot and rejoiced for I 

was broke, and any Mutual Aid job offered overtime pay. At 0800 I set off for Dorking and met up with 

the members of my section who had been called out. The Transit van was ready and waiting and we all 

climbed aboard. Having embussed I turned to the troops and enquired whether they all had all their 

necessary kit with them; all had except one PC Jones, who had neither truncheon nor handcuffs. “Will 

we need them, Sarge?” he enquired. “We are going to a riot Jones.” I replied. He retrieved his armaments 

and we then proceeded to Mount Browne, where we made rendezvous with several other vanloads of 

PSU trained staff.  

 

At 1030 we all embussed on a big coach and watched with mild interest as ACC Chris Atkins did 

something of a Henry V impression and bade us all give our finest impressions to the people of Toxteth. 

What was that he said? Toxteth – not Brixton? Yes, it was – and we were off – though Mr. Atkins had 

debussed before we left! We droned up the M6 and slowly passed a lorry, the driver of which was using 

his new and completely unlawful CB radio; how surprised he was to see a coachload of bobbies waving 

at him! We pulled in to Burtonwood Services on the M62 at 1700 and were met by a Liverpool traffic 

car which lead us at high speed to Admiral Street Police Station. Our coach driver seemed to enjoy 

roaring about in pursuit of Old Bill! Having arrived at 6pm we debussed and were fed at the nick with 

what I would describe as absolute bilge. One Surrey sergeant made complaint to Chief Inspector Len 
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Rose of excess hours worked by him and his men on 11 July. I pointed out that local PCs have been 

quelling riots since Tuesday and are still working although exhausted. No further action was taken!  

 

 
A Division answering the call! 

 

Picture from Graham Buck taken by Alan Tugwell with Paul O'Keeffe, Eammon Priestley, 

Martin Cumberbeach ?, Alan Smart ?, Geoff Craggs ?, Andy Mansbridge, Andy Young, John 

Paul Eldridge, Cliff Cox, Geoff Alder?, Roger Franklin and Dick Medhurst. 

 

Having survived the dreadful food at the nick we were led to St Philomena’s Church Hall next door. 

Here the Vicar had called out the ladies of the church to make healthy sandwiches and supply free teas 

to the visitors from the South. This was a great relief to me since the food was entirely edible and the 

tea very palatable. As I sat at a table with my crew, drinking tea, the Vicar came and sat with us and 

chatted. I noticed the eyes of PC 169 Jerry O’Daly glisten with mirth as he lifted the teapot and said 

innocently to the reverend “More tea Vicar?” This was a phrase in frequent use at DD when dealing with 

foulmouthed yobbos in the charge room. Fellow crewmembers turned aside and laughed silently. We 

were so polite! 

 

At 7pm a briefing was held for the Surrey PSU by C/I Rose. We were to patrol Lodge Lane, the now 

destroyed shopping centre of Toxteth. Our mission was to maintain the peace. I instructed my crew of 

20 PCs that they were to patrol the 900-yard-long street in pairs as if they were on normal patrol; they 

were to remain polite to the locals unless and until they met any trouble – when they should react 

positively. I sent them all off, leaving one pair of PCs with me, to whom I entrusted a sacred mission – 

“Find a tea-stop!” 

About forty minutes later they reported back to me – tea stop found Sarge. They led me to 7, Greenhayes 

Gardens, the occupants of which were delighted to see police and have some guarantee that Peace and 

Quiet had returned to their neighbourhood. They offered me tea and wads which I gratefully accepted. I 

asked whether they could supply teas to some other officers I had with me. “How many?” “Eighteen” I 

replied. “We’ll need more bread!” exclaimed the housewife, and her neighbour sped off to buy more. I 
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arranged for 18 officers to call, in turn! It was clear that the locals had recognized that the Rule of Law 

must prevail – although it had taken the destruction of their High Street to convince them! 

 

I resumed patrol and observed my men as local residents started to appear in the street. I recognized that 

the locals were flinching away from Surrey PCs as they passed. I was sure that my men were not offering 

threats to passing civilians, so I stopped a few civvies myself. They all said “In Toxteth a PC only speaks 

when he’s nicking you!” Until Surrey Constabulary arrives, that is! 

 

At 0120 we were relieved and went back to the church hall for Rest and Relaxation. At 0215 we were 

back in Lodge Lane, but all was quiet, so at 0330 we embussed and travelled to Liverpool University 

where we were accommodated in empty students’ rooms and were able finally to get some sleep after a 

19-hour working day. At 1300 on Sunday, we took breakfast at the University and at 1530 were back at 

Admiral Street nick where we were had more food. 

 

At 1830 we were back on patrol in Lodge Lane. More locals were out, and I could see that each of them 

studied the helmet badge of the PC – and having read “Surrey Constabulary” would then stop and talk. 

At 2000 I spotted a crowd of youths round blue-shirted individual outside a pub; was this a PC in trouble? 

No, it was PC Elliott from HTG telling jokes; his helmet and tie were off, and the youths around him 

were in fits of laughter. I saw no need to intervene – there was no damage to us as a patrol, and the locals 

were learning that it is not fatal to talk to a PC! At 2330 we handed over to Staffordshire PSU and were 

in bed at 0015. 

 

At 0730 the next morning we embussed to Hope Street nick again and at 0905 my section deployed 

outside the nick; the street was empty, but I preferred to have my crew doing something other than sat 

doing nothing in a foreign nick. A middle-aged male walked past and called out an anti-Thatcher 

comment; there was no other member of the public present, so no arrest was necessary. A Liverpool PC 

stood by me and said, “Aren’t you going to nick him?” I said “No”. 

 

At 1105 am we embussed to Derby Square, outside Liverpool Town Hall. A local C/I was glad to see 

us, because he said his men had no riot experience! I did not bother to explain that my men had equally 

no riot experience! We were deployed at the kerbside opposite Town Hall steps; my men formed a line 

in the gutter facing a chanting crowd of placard waving middle-aged women, all of whom were well-

behaved. One older female with bag of toffees stood beside them and she shared them with PCs; I had 

instructed my men to study and memorise the faces in front of them in case recognition became 

necessary. As I stood before the old dear with the toffees, she looked at me and said, “See you – I bet 

you’re a right bastard”. I accepted her assessment.  

 

After an hour’s wait the PM’s Jag arrived behind us. PM Mrs Thatcher was in the Town Hall 

“negotiating” with the Liverpool Council. The crowd became more excited, and I instructed my PCs to 

link arms PSU fashion i.e., with their arms linked with their neighbour each side and their hands joined 

firmly in front of them. Crowd reaction in front of us indicated that PM has appeared behind us. The 

crowd surged forward – the line held –except for PC Elliott who had NOT clasped his hands; a youth 

lunged forward beneath the arm of PC Elliott his eyes fixed on the sight of Mrs Thatcher coming down 

the Town Hall steps. This youth clearly was not a fan of Mrs T. I assessed the situation in the half-second 
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available – and I punched him in the face. He fell back, the line was restored, and the PM’s Jag sped off 

– very wisely in my opinion, and the crowd subsided. The youth I had just punched stretched out his 

hand to me and said, “No hard feelings”! I took his hand and thought, not for the first time “Nowt so 

queer as folk!” 

 

We stayed on standby at Hope Street until 2230 and were back in bed at 2300. The next day we returned 

to Surrey, and I finished duty at Dorking at 1800 hours. 

 

On reflection how unaware we were in 1981, protecting a Tory PM, that 30 years later another Tory PM 

would be seeking to reduce the Police Establishment, despite population having grown from 48 million 

in 1941, to 61 million in 2012. Yet only 120,000 PCs to police the nation – and practically no police 

stations? But then the PM doesn’t speak to PCs, only the “experts” at the Home Office! God help us all! 

 

 

Chief Inspector Eric John Loveridge 
Guildford Borough Police 

Surrey Joint Police 

Surrey Constabulary  

November 1927-1956 

 

Research by Jennifer Tuffs former Surrey Constabulary 

 

Eric John Loveridge was born 7th February 1905 and baptised 12th March 1905 at Mickleham near 

Dorking. His parents were John and Kate Loveridge. John was a butler.  

His father John died in March 1907 and in 1911 Kate and Eric were living at 5 Belgrave Place, 

Westminster, London where Kate was a housemaid. 

 

1921 Census transcribed as Erica John Loveridge was living at the Alms House in Mickleham with his 

grandmother Mary Bolton aged 74, a widow born in Cranley. (Cranleigh). His mother Kate was at 

Heywood Cobham a housemaid to the Button family. Kate seemed to remain a widow and housemaid 

for the rest of her life until she died in 1956. 

 

25th February 1929 Eric John Loveridge age 24 of 19 Woodbridge Hill Gardens, Weston Road, 

Guildford, a policeman married Gladys Mary Randell at Christ Church, Guildford. By 1930 they had 

moved to Markenfield Road, Guildford   

 

Surrey Advertiser 18th September 1935- PC Loveridge, who is a native of Mickleham, joined in 

November 1927 and has been assistant chief clerk for five years will now become chief clerk-sergeant. 

The Electoral registers between 1931 and 1938 list Eric John Loveridge and Gladys Mary Loveridge 

living at 37 Agraria Road, Guildford and were still there in 1939 when listed as Eric J Loveridge, a 

police inspector, Guildford Borough and his wife Gladys Loveridge 
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Guildford Borough Police 1933 with PC Loveridge 

 

The Electoral registers between 1931 and 1938 list Eric John Loveridge and Gladys Mary Loveridge 

living at 37 Agraria Road, Guildford and were still there in 1939 when listed as Eric J Loveridge, a 

police inspector, Guildford Borough and his wife Gladys Loveridge 

 

Between February 1939 and March 1949 Inspector Loveridge appears in the Surrey Advertiser as being 

at Guildford Borough Police Court. He also appears in several articles regarding Guildford Chess Club 

from 1941 onwards. 

  

May 1942 an Invasion Exercise was organized in Guildford to give inhabitants an idea what they might 

expect if the real thing happened. Amongst those taking part was Police Inspector E J Loveridge  

Mr Loveridge was a judge at the local swimming gala held at Guildford Lido in August 1942. 

In January 1945 Inspector Loveridge was amongst those present at the funeral of Inspector Arthur Still 

at Ripley 

 

Chester Chronicle 6th September 1947, Inspector E J Loveridge of Surrey Constabulary was selected as 

one of six names on a short list for a vacancy of Chief inspector of Chester Police. 

July 1948 a fete was staged by Guildford and District Co-operative Society at Stoke Park Guildford and 

a Road Safety Display was directed by Mr. E F Weaver and Inspector E J Loveridge. 

 

In 1947 and 1949 Inspector E J Loveridge was at Guildford Magistrates Court 

 

In February 1949 the history and development of police work was the subject of an address by Inspector 

E J Loveridge at the North Street Congregational Guild meeting. 

 

26th July 1949 Gladys Mary Loveridge of 37 Agraria Road Guildford died at 10 Warren Road with 

probate on 18th October 1949 at London to Eric John Loveridge, police inspector, effects £360 14s 6d. 
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In January 1950 Mr Loveridge was promoted to chief Inspector, the appointment taking place from 18th 

January. On promotion he moved to Farnham and is mentioned several times in the local newspapers 

regarding his police duties. 

 
 

April/June quarter 1950 Eric J Loveridge married Edith Olive Trickett Surrey South Western District.  

Aldershot News 6th October 1967- Ex-police chief dies at 62- The death of Mr Eric John Loveridge (62) 

former chief inspector of the Surrey Constabulary, of 36 The Grove, Farnborough occurred at Farnham 

Hospital in the early hours of Friday morning last week.  

 

He leaves a widow and two daughters. He joined the Guildford Borough Police in 1927 and rose to the 

rank of inspector when the force later merged with the Surrey Constabulary during the last war. In 1950 

he was promoted to chief inspector and moved to Farnham. When he retired in 1956, he worked as a 

clerk with a well-known firm of solicitors in Guildford. A keen sportsman Mr. Loveridge was a 

champion long distance runner and a member of Epsom Harriers in 1920’s. He was also a strong 

swimmer but his real passion was chess and in 1950 he revived the Farnham Chess Club which is now 

thriving. He won many chess tournaments and on leaving the police joined the R.A.E. Chess Club later 

becoming chairman. Mr. Loveridge was a founder member of The Surrey Border Chess League, and he 

guided it through many teething troubles. 
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Surrey Police Casualty Reduction Officer vehicles July 2005 Richard Pheby 

 

 

 
 

A little after the normal time coverage for the Surrey Constabulary history but those working in the 

role were probably former members. 

 
 

 

Surrey Police Casualty Reduction Officers July 2005 PC's Pete Dean, Michael Pritchard, Jim 

Hayden, Mark Barry 
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Chief Constable Matthews meeting HM the Queen 

 
PC John Reekie with recruit WPC Jacky Harris 22 April 1982 Queen's Guide and Queen's 

Scout 

 

Reigate Borough Police 
 

Robert Bartlett  

 

1941 Saturday 19 April: Air Raid No 61  4 

Air Raid Message Yellow Received 2109 

Air Raid Message Purple Received 2111   

Air Raid Message Red Received 2145 

Bombs fell at 2218 

Air Raid Message White Received 0445 

 

1941 April 19: Reigate worst night of the War when two parachute or land mines, were dropped at 

Merstham, one on Wells Nursery that failed to explode, and the next morning was rendered harmless 

 
4 Reports of Air Raid Incidents - Reigate Borough 1941-1942 Reigate Borough Police 
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by the Admiralty Mine Squad. The second buried itself some 12 feet to the west of Battlebridge Lane 

and Nutfield Road exploding with such a devastating effect that ten people were killed and more than 

a dozen injured with 300 buildings destroyed.5 

 

At 2218 two parachute mines of the largest type were dropped on Merstham one of which failed to 

explode fell on waste ground 15 yards from the junction of Battlebridge Lane/Nutfield Road/ 

Southcote Road. On descent the mine was ripped from the parachute which became entangled in the 

branches of a tree thus when the mine made contact with the earth it penetrated some 12 feet before 

exploding, Crater 15 feet by 12 feet deep. Water main burst in crater. Also fell in open ground at 

Wells Nursery approximately ¼ of a mile from No 1 and in a direct line – west/NW. Between the two 

parachute mines was the London to Brighton main line railway. This mine failed to explode; 3 feet 9 

inches of the mine was buried in soft soil – the parachute was intact. 

 

 
 

Number 1 parachute mine was seen to descend by a War Reserve Police Officer who observed the 

parachute entangle itself in the branches of a tree. The effect of the explosion was to cause 

considerable damage to house property over a large area but no property was actually demolished. 

Five of the seven people who lost their lives were waiting at a bus stop for a bus due at 2200. All five 

were found near the crater. A sixth person was killed driving a car which came to rest about 8 feet 

from the edge of the crater although the car was not completely destroyed. 

 

 
5 Surrey at War 1939- 1945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated 
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Deceased: 

Corke William H, 46, Brook Road, S Merstham 

Findlay Tony 104 Nutfield Road, S Merstham 

Shepherd Wm. S Culverlands, Devon Road, S Merstham 

Trussler Hannah 4 The Pavement, S Merstham 

Baker Sarah All Saints Vicarage, S Merstham 

Trussler Brian 4 The Pavement, S Merstham 

Haigh Lance Corporal C. Royal Corps of Signals 

 

Supplementary Report dated 24 April 1941:  

Kemp Albert Horace CQMS aged 45 8th brigade AA HQ Signals at home on leave 

Kemp Mrs Cecillia Florence age 42 4, The Pavement, S Merstham 

Kemp Billy Arthur Stevens age 10 The Pavement, S Merstham 

 

Supplementary Report dated 24 April: The Kemp family was believed to have perished in the 

incident from the articles of clothing found in the vicinity of the mine crater. It is understood that the 

family were in the habit of going to the public air raid shelter at Battlebridge, Merstham but usually 

went when the raid appeared to be noisy and not before the siren went. They accompanied the Trussler 

family on previous occasions and it is now thought that the Trusslers and Kemps were together going 

to the shelter when the parachute mine exploded.  

The deceased Tony Findlay was a Warden’s Messenger, and it is assumed that he was on his way to 

the Warden’s Post to report for duty when he met his death. 

 

Treated at East Surrey Hospital: 

Trussler Flight Sergeant 4 The Pavement, S Merstham 

Baker Henry Grant, The Vicarage, S Merstham 

Baker Elizabeth, The Vicarage, S Merstham 

Bentley Rose 73 Nutfield Road, S Merstham 
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Elliott Emilie The Vicarage, S Merstham 

Hart William 4 Manor Road, S Merstham 

Worsfold Mary Ann, Sheila Battlebridge Lane, S Merstham 

 

Treated at First Aid Post: 

Bentley Percy Henry 72 Nutfield Road, S Merstham 

Booker Alfred, 5 Manor Road, S Merstham 

Brocklebank Audrey, Ivor House, S Merstham 

Dench Donald Cecil, The Rest, Brook Road, S Merstham 

Gumbrell Special Constable, 127 Albert Road, S Merstham 

Martin Douglas, 5 Manor Road, S Merstham 

Martin John, 5 Manor Road, S Merstham 

Martin Donald, 38 Brook Road, S Merstham 

Pocock Ruth, Ivor House, S Merstham 

Shrubb Irene 75 Nutfield Road, S Merstham 

Southwood Arthur Leonard, Lynwood Blaclborough Road, Reigate 

Willoughby Albert William 205, Albury Road, S Merstham 

There were several others not named 

 

War Reserve Dury Reigate Borough Police is worthy of mention for the number of casualties 

(minor) he cared for rendering First Aid. 

 

Police Casualties: No police officer sustained injury with the exception of Special Constable 

Gumbrell (shown above) who suffered a cut over the eye, but after attention was able to continue 

duty. 

 

Damage to property:  

Serious damage: properties in Nutfield Road, Southcote Road, Battlebridge Lane, The Crossways, 

Deon Road, Deans Road. 

 

Supplementary Report dated 24 April: All Saints Church is not repairable until after the war. One 

house is now reported as completely demolished, four houses beyond repair and to be demolished. 

Three hundred including twenty shop premises seriously damaged but can be repaired during the war. 

 

Slight damage: Properties in Endsleigh Road, Albert Road, Albury Road, Manor Road, Bletchingly 

Road, Brook Road, School Hill, High Street, Milton Road, Orpen Road, Ford Bridge and Bourne 

Road. 

 

Police Property: There was damage to the houses of four police officers, but no house was seriously 

damaged, and all should be repairable within a few days. 
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Dis-housed Person: At the time of the report the work of evacuation is still in operation. The 

approximate figure is given of 250 persons; 40 persons were evacuated in connection with the 

unexploded mine but are all now returned to their homes. 

 

The Unexploded Parachute Mine: The parachute mine which failed to explode was discovered at 

0600 on the 20th. Evacuation was carried out in accordance with the Home Office Circular 700359/51. 

Traffic on the main A23 was diverted in the south via the B2035, The A25 also diverted in two ways 

according to the local and main road requirements. 

 

A circular was issued on traffic diversion stops and alternate routes. 

R 

ailway Company was informed that all traffic on main London/Brighton line should be suspended 

but although loop line was stopped traffic continued on main line which was within the specified area. 

HM Admiralty Mine Squad reported at 100 hours and by 1150 hours had rendered the unexploded 

mine harmless; all traffic was resumed to normal, road diversions withdrawn and temporary 

evacuated persons allowed to return home. 

 

Military Aid was rendered throughout by a Canadian Unit in the district. Fifteen minutes after the 

explosion an officer of the unit volunteered his services with 15 men. This squad under the leadership 

of Mr Wickens Foreman Builder of Albert Road, Merstham rendered invaluable service in search and 

rescue work.   

 

Feature of the raid: During the time of the raid several complaints were received that railway engines 

were passing with fireboxes not properly screened. A train had passed through just two minutes before 

the parachute mines fell; this also occurred in the previous raid (Wednesday 16th instant) when HE 

bombs fell immediately after a train passed. It will be noted that two parachute mines fell on ground 

either side of the line which to some extent substantiates the theory that the attack was directed on 

the railway. 

 

Special mention is made of the services of the Merstham Wardens who visited houses in the vicinity 

of the incident especially the property which had been seriously damaged and ascertained the position 

rendering First Aid where necessary to several minor casualties. It can be recorded that the wardens 

acted in a most reliable manner and were the means of restoring calm and rendering immediate help 

on a wide scale. They were indeed an example of a large voluntary body working as an efficient 

machine and all this under the most difficult conditions. 

The Fire Brigade were in attendance and although no fires were caused, they rendered great assistance 

to the Incident officer in the search of property etc. 

 

The Stretcher Party under Mr Hatto carried out their duties with efficiency under arduous conditions 

Rescue Party Squads were also faced with a difficult task which they overcame in their enthusiasm 

for hard work. 

 

Gas Co arrived early and under the leadership of Mr Reeves completed their repairs in record time. 
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Water Co was also early on the spot, but their greatest task was on the following morning where they 

repaired a main at the crater of parachute mine 1. 

 

Special Note: On future occasions Services are reminded to park their vehicles without headlamps 

alight only small side lights and tail lamps should be left switched on. Despite difficult working 

conditions lamps should be kept masked by Search parties and the like. 

At roadblocks Services going to the incident must take the route given by the officer blocking the 

road or by the Warden should he be in charge at the “block”. There was an instance where a “Service” 

took no notice of the warden on duty at the Frenches Road, block and this caused congestion and 

delay. 

 

Account of the raid on Upper Gatton: At 2222 Saturday 19 April 1941 a large number, probably 

300incendiary bombs fell in a line from Colley Hill, Reigate 

At about the same time 2 HEs fell about 10 yards apart in a field at Crossways Farm, Upper Gatton, 

Reigate, about 40 yards south of Blackhorse Lane and about 500 yards from Crossways Farm (in a 

westerly direction) with no damage, no casualties no cattle injured. 

There were 5 direct hits by IBs on dwelling houses and fires broke out which were quickly 

extinguished by the Fire Brigade, soldiers and residents. Some of the IBs that fell in the district were 

of the explosive type. 

 

Property damaged: Clifton’s Lane: Clifton’s Cottage a hole in the roof, burnt landing; Colley 

Orchard burnt bedroom floor; Colley Corner Cottage burnt landing; Colley Corner IB lodged in roof. 

Colley Manor Estate: High Rising burn hole in bedroom floor; Fair Ways through roof of garage, 

damaged hood of car; UX IB at Normanton Garage. 

 

Casualty: Private Calbury Hastings of the Prince Albert Regiment after an IB burst in his hand 

sustaining a cut finger. First aid rendered on the spot 

 

Anti-Aircraft Shells (Reigate and Redhill) During the above raid reports were received that two 

ant-aircraft shells had fallen one at Micklefield School, Somers Road, Reigate and the other at Grove 

Road, Redhill 

 

The AA shell was successfully removed from Micklefield School by police and brought to Reigate 

Police Station. There was some damage to the roof where the shell entered. 

The UX AA shell at Grove Road, Redhill pierced a gas main and caused a small fire which was 

quickly extinguished. Gas Co attended immediately and repaired the main. No person injured. 

 

Supplementary Report dated 24 April: Report on the UX (Unexploded) AA (anti-aircraft) shell 

Information to hand that a UX AA shell fell on the night 20 April at rear of rockery – 50 feet in fields 

from fence, Gatton Hall, Gatton, Reigate. Hole diameter seven inches by 8 feet deep. 

 

W. H. Beacher Chief Constable and ARP Officer, Reigate Borough 
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In a separate sheet dated 20th April 1941 and signed by HG Ash, Chief Inspector are details of the 

road diversions as a result of the parachute bomb 

 

A further attachment signed by Mr Davies Town Clerk, Information Bureau, Town Hall, Reigate 20 

April sets out a full casualty list including three unidentified bodies, females aged about 40 and 90 

years and a boy of about 14. Their bodies were in the mortuary at 96, Cromwell Road, Redhill 

The Borough Surveyor’s report on the 19th April raid in the South Merstham area lists: 4 houses 

requiring demolition; 18 seriously damaged but capable of repair; 50 houses to be evacuated; 386 

slightly damaged; 37 with just broken windows. Four business premises were also damaged as were 

3 public buildings and 4 other buildings. 

 

2012 April from Chris Atkins – a retired police officer: I recall the two parachute mines in South 

Merstham very well.  The destruction over a wide area was enormous, as was the crater, and the 

church opposite went. The loss of life, in a village, was deeply felt.  The unexploded one in a nearby 

market garden (Wells) far from being sealed off, was visited by every schoolchild in the area and it 

looked like a torpedo stuck in the ground. 

Merstham saw activity later in the war too.  A string of HE bombs went across the area and fortunately 

landed on fields and missed the houses in between.  At the latter end of the war two VE2's dropped 

in the parish, one harmlessly in woods near the village church, the other a direct hit on a large house 

resulting in deaths. 

Brenda Howlett-Nye 

 

Daughter of Inspector Howlett Reigate Borough Police: Published on 31st May 20166 This is an 

edited version. 

 

I was born in 1933 in Reigate. My mum was a dressmaker and my father a police constable in the 

Reigate Borough Police, although he was a proud son of St Andrew’s, Scotland. My mother was one 

of eight children and my father one of ten, so we were very family orientated.  

When World War Two broke out, my father was commissioned to form an auxiliary ambulance 

service for Reigate and Redhill, known as Air Raid Precautions (ARP). He converted several cars, 

including Bentleys, into ambulances. I recall witnessing an enemy bomber attacked by our fighter 

planes and seeing a plume of black smoke billowing out from the tail of the bomber as it spiralled out 

of control.   

During the Blitz, the sky in and around London was lit up by an ominous red glow. It was then that 

my father decided that my mother, sister and I should evacuate to Scotland to stay with his relations. 

My mother told me that Hitler liked Scottish people, so I thought we would be okay. The Flying 

Scotsman took us up there and when it was time to come home, we went potato picking to earn our 

fare. It was hard work in the cold and wet! 

In 1943, doodlebugs began to plague the south of England. One flew low overhead as we scrambled 

into the damp air raid shelter at St John’s School in Redhill! So, I was evacuated again with my sister, 

 
6 Finding Me (Common Sense and a Little Ingenuity Prevails) by Brenda Howlett-Nye is available to buy through York 

Publishing Services www.yps-publishing.co.uk 

 



 46 

to Bridgend, Wales. When we arrived, we all needed accommodation, so the children were sort of 

auctioned off. It was like Redhill cattle market. All the boys were chosen first, as they could work on 

farms, and we were almost the last. We were taken in by an elderly lady with a heart of gold, who 

lived in an old mining cottage.  

1941 September 12: Surrey Mirror: South Park War Weapons Week from September 7th to 13th 

included on Tuesday 9th a    games tournament at the Freshfield Hall between Reigate Borough Police 

and the Constitutional Club. In the darts final Private A. MacLean beat PC Saunders and SC A.A. 

Brand after a closely contested match. At snooker the police were victorious through PC Gosmark 

who scored 15 and PC Jenkins who secured the consolation prize with 13. At table tennis Mr L W 

Pool beat SC B D Humer. War savings certificates were presented for the darts championship and 

saving stamps for the snooker and table tennis. 

1941 September 26: Surrey Mirror: Water Polo at Caterham – A very enjoyable water-polo match 

was played at Caterham between Reigate Borough and Special Police and a Guards team resulting in 

a win for the latter 6-1. 

1941 November 21: Surrey Mirror: Golf Reigate Borough Police Golfing Society. Members of the 

Reigate Borough Police - Regulars and Specials- took part in a stroke competition at Redhill and 

Reigate Golf Club. A silver spoon was presented by S-Sgt Waley and the winner was PC Atkinson 

with a net score of 74. W R Luff, Woods and S -Con Wickens each tied with a score of 77 nett for 

second place. 

1941 November 22: Surrey Advertiser: Golf: The Farnham Divisional Golf team which included 

three professionals and was captained by PS Low of Bagshot defeated Reigate Borough Police by 

seven matches to three with two halved. 

1941 December 12: Worthing Herald: Golf Police Match- West Sussex Police shared four fourball 

foursomes with Reigate Police in a match at the Hill Barn Club. 

1942 January 30: Surrey Mirror: 100,994 Hours Work without Pay: Special Constables in the 

Borough of Reigate put in 100,994 hours of duty during 1991 equivalent to over thirty years’ work 

on an eight-hour day basis, those at Reigate doing 53,735 hours and at Redhill 47,259 hours. In 

addition, the police bicycle messengers who have been under the charge of Chief Special Constable 

Capt. CJ Sutton, have done 6541 hours of duty 2316 at Reigate and 4225 at Redhill. The strength of 

the force is over 150 despite the fact that 14 members joined HM Forces and four were transferred 

for full-time duty with the Police War Reserve. Reigate’s total was made up of 38,447 foot section, 

11,607 mobile section, 3681 by motor-cyclists. At Redhill the foot section did 42,996 hours and 

mobile 4,293. The so called “foot sloggers” duties are from 7pm until 11 in all areas and at police 

action posts two are on duty from 11p, until 6 am daily. All ranks assist in the night duty. Practically 

all are equipped with complete uniform, tunic, trousers, Macintosh and cap and by the end of the 

month overcoats.  

Throughout the “blitz” period. The average number of specials on duty at any one time was 38. 

Member gave evidence in 46 cases before the magistrates.  

Motorcyclists are on duty every evening as are messengers. These are lads aged 15-18 with all 

expected to turn out in the event of an air raid. They meet once a month for gymnasium and another 

evening attend practical lectures and exercises, first aid, telephonic communication, ARP and Fire 

Services, map reading, stirrup pump, drill and fifth column activities.  
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1942 March 6: Surrey Mirror: Reigate and Redhill - Warship Week- The Borough Police - An 

active part in the Week has been played by the Reigate Borough Police among the events organised 

by the Force being a Sunday Concert, football match, boxing display and whist drive. In all £500 

has been raised for the Warship Week Fund, in connection with which splendid result 

acknowledgement ids made of the co-operation of the Army and Metropolitan Police. 

1942 May 22: Surrey Mirror:  Reigate Borough Police Drill Efficiency Awards- Regulars of 

Reigate Borough Police Force have been holding their annual drill and physical training course during 

the past fortnight under the direction of Inspector Stoneman. Two trophies were offered, one for the 

best drilled division and the other for the best individual officer. The former was won by Reigate 

Division and there was a tie for the second trophy, which will be held for six months each by PC F 

Walker and D C J R Bowles. A special commendation in the individual class went to PC S W Johnson. 

The Borough Special Constabulary have now commenced their period of physical training under 

the direction of Inspector Stoneman. 

1942 May 29: Surrey Mirror: Gratitude to Russia Week - Tug-of -war competition. The Reigate 

Borough Police emerged triumphant, beating Merstham British Legion by two straight pulls in the 

final after having previously disposed of two Army teams,  Signals and Service Corps.  

 

1942 June 11: Supplement to the London Gazette: Kings Police Medal for Distinguished Service 

William Henry Beacher, Chief Constable of Reigate Borough Police Force. 

1942 June 19: Surrey Mirror: Golf Result - Redhill and Reigate Artisans 4 - Borough Police 

1942 September 11: Surrey Mirror: Golf - A very pleasant match was played at Tandridge Golf 

Club between Reigate Borough Police golfing Society and “B” Company (plus the Battalion 

Commander), 8th Surrey (Reigate) Battalion Home Guard and was won by the Police. 

1942 September 25: Surrey Mirror: Redhill Gala, organized as a part of the “Tanks for Attack” 

Campaign included a quite thrilling tug-of-war between teams representing the Reigate Borough 

Police and The Royall Air Force. They were astonishingly well matched and although the first two 

tugs went in favour of the policemen, they had to pull their hardest each time. 

1942 October 9: Surrey Mirror: Merstham The village club entertained members of the Reigate 

Borough Police Force (Regulars, Auxiliaries and Special Constables) in a sports contest. The club 

won the snooker contests and the cribbage. The singles and pairs darts competitions resulted in a 

draw and an eight -a -side darts match resulted in a win for the Police 2-1. 

1942 December 16: Reigate Focke-Wolfe machine-gunned a train as it entered Reigate Station. 

Bullets bounced off the roofs in High Street, West Street, Broadhurst Gardens and South Park. A bus 

was fired on as it along the Hookwood Road from Horley. 7 

1942 December 16 Air Raid No 62 8  

Air Raid Message Red received 1359   

Enemy action over Borough 1405 

Air Raid Message White received 1432 

At 1405 on Wednesday 16 December 1942 aerial cannon fire was heard over the Southern railway 

line Guildford to Redhill, approximately 200 yards west of Reigate railway station. A train was 

passing at the time. This plane was of the fighter type and believed to be a Focker Wulf then turned 

 
7 Surrey at War 1939- 1945 Bob Ogley Froglets Publications undated 
8 Reports of Air Raid Incidents - Reigate Borough 1941-1942 Reigate Borough Police 
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south and passed over Reigate town centre damaging a large number of houses on route with canon 

fire. An LPTB omnibus travelling towards Reigate from Horley was fired upon when about half a 

mile south of the town. No damage was caused to the bus or injury to passengers.  

There were no casualties but 18 premises including St Luke’s Church, Red Cross Hotel and South 

Park School were damaged. 

W. H. Beacher Chief Constable and ARP Officer, Reigate Borough 

1943 17/18 January December Air Raid No 639 

Air Raid Message Red received 2017 17 January 1943 

Air Raid Message White received 2206 

Air Raid Message Red received 0440 18 January 1943 

Air Raid Message White received 0555 

Within a few minutes of the siren sounding enemy planes were heard passing over the Borough and 

AA fire could be heard to the north and to the east. 

Incident 1: 

At 2045 an AA shell fell and exploded in Church Street, Reigate outside Mr Heck’s premises and 

caused a small crater in the roadway about 50 yards from the Market Square. Inspector Atkins took 

over Incident Control, Incident Post, Old Town Hall.  

Casualties: Deceased: 

Jordan Douglas Harold 25 Crescent Road, S Park, Reigate 

Injured and detained in hospital: 

Beech Edmund, 43 Rookery way, Lower Kingswood 

Jenkins Douglas Harry, 30 Sandcross Lane, Reigate 

Skinner Patrick, Appledor Mogador Road, Lr Kingswood 

Taylor Mrs Lilian Maud, 90 Earlsbrook Road, Redhill  

Treated in hospital but not detained: 

Felgate Edna, 8 Apley Road, S Park, Reigate 

These casualties were caused at approximately 50 yards from the point of impact and were waiting 

in and near a bus queue 

 
9 Reports of Air Raid Incidents - Reigate Borough 1941-1942 Reigate Borough Police 
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Damage although of a superficial nature was extensive and mostly glass confined mostly to shops in 

Church Street and High Street, Reigate 

Incident No 2:  AA shell exploded 

At 2103 a report was received that east Fort Cottage, Colley Hill was on fire, Sergeant Brownlow 

was the incident officer and ascertained that the shell had penetrated the roof and exploded inside the 

cottage. No casualties. The occupant Mrs Florence Townshend evacuated herself to Rock Farm, 

Reigate Hill. 

Incident No 3: AA Shell exploded 

At 2215 it was reported that Laglands Farm Cottages had been damaged by an AA shell. Extensive 

damage was done to the chimney stack and several roofs. No casualties. No necessity to evacuate 

occupants. 

 

Incident No 4 AA shells exploded and unexploded 

At 0847 on the 18th an AA shell was found to have exploded in the lawn of Wray Park, Alma Road, 

Reigate. A further 2 AA shells (UX) were found in other parts of the grounds at this address. The 

presence of UX shells has been reported to the Report Centre. No casualties and no evacuation 

necessary. 

W. H. Beacher Chief Constable and ARP Officer, Reigate Borough 

1943 January 28: Chief Constable Beacher remained in the post until the Borough force was 

merged into a new Surrey force during WW2 when he became Superintendent of the Reigate 

Division.  On this date Guildford Borough Police were also incorporated.10 

Jimmy Bridger PAMS 11 

Jimmy Bridger Ted Ayres, local policeman, had two bombs in his place at Warren Road, Reigate, 

one that exploded and one that didn't. Ted was a police Inspector and when he retired became a runner 

for a solicitor, Pringle, I think. Ted Ayres was connected with the first smash and grab raid from a 

 
10 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police 
11 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm 

http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm
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car in the country; I think it was from Tanner’s jewellers in Station Road, Redhill. Whether he gave 

chase or was just involved in the investigation I can't remember. 

I was a police messenger at the town hall, Reigate, during the war - you had to join something then - 

with Ted Ayres. Mr Solomons from Reigate Tailors was also a police messenger. They had a canteen 

there and Ted would often get me and the other boys a jacket potato. I wasn't in the Home Guard; I 

was a messenger boy for the police. The uniforms badges say 'PAMS' - Police Auxiliary Messenger 

Service. It was run by Captain Sutton who lived in a house called 'Elmsfield' in Clarendon Road, 

Redhill. I used to be on the switchboard.  

 
Our action post for the police messengers was at the top of Redstone Hill in a lodge about where 

Chanctonbury Chase is. I was on duty with Walter Pendered when an air raid was on. Walter and I 

walked out the back and were standing by Redstone Hollow - there are houses in it now - and we saw 

a doodlebug coming. It was night and we could hear it and see the red glow from its exhaust. We 

wondered where it was going when suddenly it spun round - someone said it hit a Barrage balloon 

cable, but I don't know whether it did or not. Down it went; it nearly knocked us off our feet up there, 

it was a hell of a bang. The phone was going, and I was told to report to the action post in Earlswood 

Road. I jumped on my bike and sped down Redstone Hollow. I saw an air raid warden coming along 

and asked where the action post was. He said it was by the waxworks. I told him he was joking. I 

didn't mind biking a little way, but I wasn't going to London. I didn't know there was a wax works in 

Earlswood where they made wax for various uses. Anyway, once I realised where the action post 

was, I was one of the first messengers there.  

As a messenger I went all over the place, to Redhill police station, Reigate police station - there were 

very few phones in those days people just didn't have them in their homes. Look at the Redhill 'phone 

numbers, mine at Latty's was 955, Linters was 950, John Roberts shop was 90, they were all under 

two thousand, and the telephone area was quite large. I would get given messages and I would take 

them wherever was necessary. Several times I went to St. John's School; I never knew why I had to 

go there. 

Walter Pendered was in the police. Lots of local trades’ people joined the police. There were WRs 

(war reserves), TCs (temporary constables) and PCs, (police constables). I think Walter was a WR. 

All were like extra policeman. Each had his own job to do, and all had to do nights as well. Many of 

the local trade’s people joined. It was easier than the Home Guard. I could have gone into the air 
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cadets, army cadets or sea cadets, but as Captain Sutton was a customer in our shop, I thought I'd join 

the police service as a messenger. A bonus was that it had a smarter uniform. 12 

Reigate 2211 was the 'phone number for Reigate Joint Police Force on the switchboard at Reigate. 

Of course, it was all disbanded at the end of the war. I've got a letter thanking me for my service and 

saying that I would be welcome back to continue with my duties, unpaid of course, any time you feel 

like it. I've a good mind to take the letter down to the police station now and say that I've come back 

to have a go at the switchboard. 13 

 
Reigate Police PAMS 

 
Bridger my letter of thanks for my service in the Police Messenger Service signed by the Home 

Secretary of the time Sir Donald Somerwell14 

 
12 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm 
13 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm 
14 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/ 

http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm
http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm
http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/
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From the papers of PAM Bridger15 

 
15 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm 

http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm
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From the papers of PAM Bridger16 

 
Reigate Borough 1942-43  

Back Row: H Simmonds, D Brazier, PR Robinson, G Coe 

Front: Sgt Selby, Insp Atkins, Sgt Patrick, G Capelin 17 

 

 
16 http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm 
17 Picture owned by Tony Collman 

http://www.redhill-reigate-history.co.uk/bridger.htm
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The last officers of the Reigate Borough Force before it was merged with the Surrey 

Constabulary and Guildford Borough Police 1 February 1943 18 

 

Redhill “On one occasion during a school holiday, the Co-op milkman was making deliveries from 

his horse-drawn float when the spiteful pilot of a "Stuka" dive Bomber decided to shoot-up "The 

Square". The noise these planes made as they dived down was expressly designed to terrify, but when 

they eventually flattened out and roared along the road at rooftop height, spitting out bullets which 

ricocheted off the road like red-hot missiles, it was petrifying. Mum shouted to the milkman and held 

the front door open for him to take cover. He ran up to the doorway, paused, then immediately ran 

back again in spite of the bullets, to release his horse from the shafts and allow it to gallop off with 

eyes rolling in fear. The milkman told us, he just had to give his pal of many years a sporting chance.”   

 

Second World War – Billingsgate market relocated to Reigate 

Reigate: “My mother was about halfway down a very low flying plane flew south to north up the line 

of Reigate Hill. It must have circled because a few minutes later it returned the same way again and 

my mother identified it as a German fighter. It was low enough for her to see the pilot and the 

Germany markings. It repeated the manoeuvre a third time, but machine gunning as it flew up the 

hill. One bullet passed through the rim of my mother’s hat, another through the hem of her long coat. 

She threw herself over the side of the hill, brushed herself off and continued down the hill when she 

was sure the fighter had gone. She carried on, went through the tunnel into Reigate High Street, with 

the intention of catching a bus to Redhill from outside the Old Town Hall. When she turned right 

from the tunnel into the High Street there was chaos and pandemonium. It seems the High Street had 

 
18 Photograph Surrey Police Museum 
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been strafed by a fighter, whether it was the same one or not she doesn't know. She thinks some 

twenty or so people were killed or injured. Her father eventually found her in Reigate High Street 

amongst all the mayhem. He was apparently ashen faced as he thought she might have been killed. 

He wasn't too good either after she showed him the bullet holes in her hat and coat. She didn't realise 

at the time just what a close call she'd had.”  19 

German plane crashed close to Kingswood Church; the pilot was captured by Canadian troops who 

were billeted around the area.  

Reigate: “I went to Sunday school at the Methodist church in the High Street. One day we were 

playing outside before class began when we heard the unmistakable drone of a German plane...we 

kids knew the sound of those engines from experience and used to say the rhythm was saying " Its 

for you....it's for you....it's for you....." When we rushed in to tell the teacher she told us not to be silly 

because no air-raid siren had sounded but if we wanted, we could be seated in the classroom and 

resume lessons, which we did. A few moments later came the high-pitched whistling of bombs falling 

as the German bomber, being pursued by a Spitfire fighter, jettisoned a string of bombs which fell at 

intervals along the high street but fortunately didn't explode. And the teacher was on her belly along 

with the rest of us beneath our desks for protection. On another occasion (also when no alert had 

sounded) I happened to glance down grandmother's garden from the living room of Number 1 Nutley 

Lane where she had re-located, just as a Messerschmitt 110 fighter-bomber flew by extremely low, 

hedgehopping we called it. I saw the swastika insignia and the pilot quite distinctly. He then circled 

and flew over the railway lines with machine-guns and cannons firing at a train. A close friend had a 

near-miss when one of the cannon shells penetrated the window and lodged in the arm of an easy 

chair he was sitting in at the time.” 20 

1943 February 1: Surrey Joint Police formed from Surrey Constabulary, Reigate and Guildford 

Boroughs. Their strength on amalgamation: Guildford Borough: chief constable 1, chief inspector 

1, inspector 4, sergeant 9, constables 25; total 40. Reigate Borough: 1 chief constable, chief inspector 

1, inspectors 5, sergeants 9, constables 23 totalling 39.21  

1943 February 5: Surrey Mirror: Reigate Police now in County Force - The merger of Reigate 

Borough Police Force with the Surrey County Constabulary for security reasons and as a war time 

measure became an accomplished fact on Monday with the local force now becoming the Reigate 

Division of the Surrey County Joint Constabulary, with the Borough’s Chief Constable, Mr W H 

Beacher becoming Superintendent off the Division 

1943 March 23: The new police, fire and ambulance telephone pillar system came into operation on 

the 23 March 1943. Twenty pillar systems controlled by a central switchboard at Reigate Police 

station.; 24,487 calls received. Total emergency for 1943 21, police 12, fire 4, ambulance 5.22 

1943 August 24 

PC Dennis Marshall Walder Reigate Borough Police 

Sergeant Navigator RAFVR 

Died age 26 on the 24 August 1943 

Dennis Walder served as a Sergeant RAFVR No101 Squadron. He was the son of Horace Albert and 

Harriett Annie Walder, of Plymouth. He was killed whilst on operations with the RAF and 

 
19 www.reigatehistory.co.uk/2ndWWmemoriesn.htm 
20 Andy Dean, Port Joli NS, Canada http://www.reigatehistory.co.uk/2ndWWmemories.html 
21 CC notes 1945 on the administration of the county police during the war. 
22 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police 

http://www.reigatehistory.co.uk/2ndWWmemories.html
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remembered on the Runnymede Memorial. No101 Squadron were based in Ludford Magna: June 

1943 onwards, flying 363 sorties over Berlin between 1943-44 losing 25 aircraft, 133 men with 42 

taken prisoner. 

PC Walder went missing from an operational sortie over enemy territory on the night of the 23/24 

August 1943. The aircraft failed to return and there was no news. On the 14 April 1944 the Air 

Ministry stated that Sgt Walder lost his life on the 24 August 1943. 

PC Walder joined the Reigate Borough Police on the 19 April 1938 when he was 21 having been born 

in Midhurst on the 6 February 1917. He was described as being 6 feet 1 inches tall, fair complexion, 

brown hair and blue eyes. On joining he was single, a grocer’s assistant, living at 60 Goldsmith Road, 

Horsham. 

Service: 

15 February 1939; passed second Ambulance exam 

19 April 1939 2nd Grade 

3 May 1939 commended by the CC in case of 3 young persons charged with store breaking 

and larceny 

19 April 1940 appointment confirmed 

19 April 1940 3rd grade 

6 January 1941 guilty of a summary offence and fined a day’s pay. 

19 April 1941 4th grade 

21 May 1941 passed police promotion educational examination 

2 March 1942 joined the RAF 

19 April 1942 5th grade 

1 February 1943 transferred to Surrey Joint Police 

19 April 1943 6th Grade 

It may seem strange that PC Walder was not only promoted to the 6th grade of constable but 

transferred to the Surrey Joint Police when he was in the services. Police forces continued to keep 

these men on their strength and their service pay was made up if they were earning less than they did 

in the police. 

1943 November 18: A man was found at 12.50 a.m. between Dorking and Reigate   staggering about 

in the road. Police were called and the by then unconscious man was taken to Dorking hospital where 

he soon died. The PM revealed the cause of death as hanging with the rope apparently breaking before 

the job was complete. No evidence could be found of anyone else being involved and a verdict of 

suicide on a man whose identity was revealed some weeks later – he came from Wandsworth. 

1943 16 December 

PC Eric Norman “Timber” Woods Reigate Borough 

Wing Commander DFC and Bar. RAFVR 

Died age 33, 16 December 1943 

Wing Commander Woods DFC and Bar RAFVR served in No126 (Persian Gulf) Squadron. He died 

aged 33 the son of William H. Woods, and of Kate Dora Woods, of Harborne, Birmingham.  Killed 

whilst on operations with the RAF and remembered on the Malta Memorial. 

PC Woods joined the RAF on the 28 June 1940 although the records show he resigned from Reigate 

Borough Police on the 15 November 1940. 
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PC Woods joined the Reigate Borough Police on the 25 August 1939 when he was aged 26 having 

been born on the 8 May 1913 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. He was described as 6 feet 1¼ inches tall 

with fair complexion, brown hair, and blue eyes. PC Woods was single and had been employed as a 

cable tester with Southern Telephone Cables, Essex.  

 

WOODS, F/L Eric Norman (60119) - Distinguished Flying Cross - No.72 Squadron 

awarded London Gazette dated 14 July 1942. 

This officer has participated in 74 sorties over enemy territory. He has led his flight, and occasionally 

the squadron, with courage, skill and judgement. His resourcefulness in difficult circumstances has 

helped to promote and maintain the high morale of the squadron. Flight Lieutenant Woods has 

destroyed one and damaged a further two enemy aircraft 

 

On 16 December 1943 Wing Commander Woods was in Spitfire VC JK643 when he went missing. 

Air-Britain says he went missing from an air sea rescue search in the Gulf of Drin. This would appear 

to be incorrect as ' 249 Sqn at War ' shows:  Whilst searching for a missing pilot, a pair of 249 

Squadron Spitfires encountered two BF109s of 10/JG27 (operating from Kalimaki, northern Greece) 

off the headland west of Bize. The news of the encounter got back to Grottaglie and Woods took off 

from Grottaglie, Italy with 126 Squadron’s new CO Squadron Leader K. Debenham but both failed 

to return and it was believed that they had collided over the sea. It was thought that they were going 

to slip across the sea to Yugoslavia and under cover of the hills, wait for the BF109s to come into 

land and strike. ASR aircraft and launches failed to find anything. He was the Wing leader of 286 

Wing when he went missing. He had left 249sqn when he was promoted to Wing leader on 30 

November 1943. He is listed in 126 Squadron’s Operational Record Book (Squadron Diary) for this 
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sortie, so presume he was either with 126 Squadron as well as being Wing Leader or just listed in 126 

Squadron’s Operational Record Book because he flew their aircraft. He was on his 301st operational 

sortie and had been credited with nine victories plus three others shared. (Malcolm Barrass “Air of 

Authority”) 

 

Wartime Rank: Wing Commander 60119 seeing service with the Royal Air Force in Squadrons: 249, 

72 and 126.  This must have been a remarkable short career but there are no other remotely similar 

names or dates of death other than for the Wing Commander within the CWGC database. 

 

From Ross Skingley April 2004: My father had a good friend in the Reigate Borough Police Eric 

Woods. Eric joined the RAF at the same time as Dad and became a spitfire pilot being killed in a 

battle off Albania in December 1943 when he was a Wing Commander with a DFC and bar. He was 

godfather to my sister who was born in 1941. Eric was a pilot officer in 1942 so he must have been 

an outstanding pilot and commander to achieve wing commander and two DFC’s in a year. My 

mother (who went out with Eric before meeting and marring my father Jack) says that Eric was in 

Canada as a Mounty.  

 

Woods moved to England in 1936 from Vancouver, working for a phone company and for the Reigate 

Borough Police Force.  Enlisted in RAF, May 1940 but was placed in reserve until August 1940 when 

he began pilot training at No.10 EFTS (August to October, Tiger Moths) and No.15 FTS (Harvards).  

Received wings and commission in January 1941; served at Central Flying School and No.58 

Operational Training Unit (Grangemouth).  Promoted to Flying Officer effective 14 January 1942   

and joined No.124 Squadron in May 1941 to March 1942 when posted to No.72 Squadron as a flight 

commander (Flight Lieutenant) until the end of July.  

 

On 10 August 1942 he flew off HMS Furious for Malta where he took command of No.249 Squadron. 

Rested in February 1943 when he was posted to Egypt and No.73 Operational Training Unit, Abu 

Sueir.  

 

Took command of No.249 Squadron again in July 1943 and was promoted in November 1943 to lead 

No.286 Wing of Balkan Air Force, Brindisi. Missing in action 16 Dec 1943 while flying with No.126 

Squadron (believed shot down by Bf.109s or collided with S/L K. B. L. Debenham, who also did not 

return) 
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Squadron Leader Debenham and Wing Commander Woods 


