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On returning from the war a constable was summoned to see the chief constable at Woodbridge 

Road. “Good morning, Mr. Nicholson,” said the constable. “I prefer to be referred to as major,” 

responded the chief. “Not a problem sir, just call me colonel!” The PC had indeed held that rank! 

Thank You 

 

This work could not have been undertaken without the help of several people including Richard 

Callaghan BA (Hons), Curator, Royal Military Police Museum, Rob Davis Bomber Command Database, 

Robert Simonson Surrey History Centre, Jean and Henry Pelham, Jenny Tuffs and a long list of former 

colleagues.  Thank you. Your help has been encouraging in what can be the lonely pursuit of police 

history! 

 

 

Background 

 

No one who appreciates the exacting roles undertaken by so many police officers during the Second 

World War can accept the image pushed by TV and many novelists, of police officers of the 1930s as 

stolid, dullards, subservient to anyone with a “posh” accent and unable to act independently. Too much 

“Bertie Wooster.” The men featured in this work joined in the 1930s and 40s during very hard times but 

stuck with it. On the outbreak of war in September 1939 many men were immediately called to the 

Colours whilst others had to wait until as police officers, they were allowed to resign and take the King’s 

shilling. Very many were commissioned, many operating in specialist roles across the three services. 

Unfortunately, a great number were killed or seriously wounded. Those poor men who spent years as 

prisoners of war must not be forgotten. They had long hard years of service. A great deal of information 

about individuals’ war service remains unknown and it is anticipated that over time this document will 

be extended as more detail is uncovered. 

Many police recruits in the 1930s came from the armed forces and had a reserve commitment for several 

years. During 1938 war was seen as inevitable and training began to prepare for aerial attacks including 

bombing and the use of gas by the enemy. Some police forces reduced the number of recruits with 

reserve commitments, having a memory of the problems of 1914, however that does not appear to have 

been the policy of the three forces in Surrey. 

On the 3rd September 1939, the Police War Reserve and First Police Reserve were immediately called 

to duty with a huge demand made on the part time Special Constabulary. Huge numbers of men initially 

went into manning vulnerable points and the detention of “doubtful” aliens.1 

 

No list has been found of all those who served as volunteers, were conscripted, or recalled to the Colours. 

Some joined the Surrey Constabulary after the war ended. Those listed in this document have been 

identified from several sources and should not be seen as an exhaustive and reliable resource of those 

who served. Probably some should not be on the list and others who should be there are missing. I 

therefore make a plea, if you have firm knowledge about anyone who served in the Surrey Constabulary 

who had been in the armed forces 1939-1945, please make contact. 

 
1 CC notes 1945 on the administration of the county police during the war. 
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Policing Surrey outside Metropolitan Police District during the war. 

 

Guildford Borough Police formed 20th January 1836. In 1851 the force was amalgamated with 

the larger Surrey Constabulary only to be re-formed three years later in October 1854. Guildford 

Borough Police was again absorbed into Surrey Joint Police Force on 1st February 1943 when its 

final strength was sixty-three officers. 

 

Surrey Constabulary formed on 1st January 1851 when the small forces of Guildford, Godalming 

and Dorking were incorporated. Name changed on the 1 January 1993 to Surrey Police. (Surrey 

Joint Police 1943-1947) 

 

Reigate Borough Police formed on 25th March 1864 from part of the Surrey Constabulary. It was 

finally abolished on 1st March 1943 when it became part of the Surrey Joint Police Force.  

 

Surrey Joint Police Force existed as a wartime measure from 1 February 1943- 1 April 1947 when 

it returned to the name Surrey Constabulary and incorporated the borough police forces. 

With war declared in 1939, nationally, nearly 3,000 policemen were on the Reserve and liable for 

immediate recall to the colours. This was a problem previously experienced during the Boer War when 

1500 police were called up. Again, in the First World War the Metropolitan Police alone lost 1,032 from 

a strength of just over 22,000 and in the provinces 2,728 were called to the colours from a total strength 

of 33,416. Another developing issue at the outbreak of war, 25% of the police were under 25 years of 

age and therefore liable to general call up.2 In November 1939 the call up of Reserves began for those 

under 35 leaving a gap to be filled by auxiliaries. A further threat came when skilled artisans serving in 

the police were directed away from the police to work in shipyards and mines.3 

The Police and Firemen (Employment) Order June 1940, decreed that these occupations were reserved, 

not permitting members to be called into the armed forces. No retirement or resignations were permitted. 

In the spring of 1941 officers were encouraged to apply for air crew in the RAF and Fleet Air Arm, the 

Metropolitan Police alone losing 800 men. Very approximately the Metropolitan Police was about a 

third of the national police force and so overall it was likely that 2,400 fit and active officers were lost, 

many never to return given the very high casualty rate of air crew.4 Others were allocated roles within 

fighting units of the Army and the Royal Navy. 

 

A significant number were allowed to join the Army Commandoes with one complete Commando under 

Lord Lovat formed of police officers – how the lamps would have swung! Lord Lovat wrote, “Losses at 

Dieppe were replaced by a fine entry of former police officers who were to win many Commandos’ 

respects for the high quality of men enlisted.” There is further evidence from one of the most highly 

regarded Commando officers of the war Brigadier John Durnford-Slater DSO and Bar. In his book 

Commando he writes of the losses at Dieppe during the raid and replacements arriving. “By this time 

 
2 The Gentlemen at War Policing Britain 1939-1945 Roy Ingleton 1994 page 27 
3 The Gentlemen at War Policing Britain 1939-1945 Roy Ingleton 1994 page 28 
4 The Gentlemen at War Policing Britain 1939-1945 Roy Ingleton 1994 page 27 
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the Commando depot at Achnacarry, Scotland was a very live place under the direction of Colonel 

Charles Vaughan, a tough guardsman. Charles at once set about the task of providing the necessary 

officers and men to bring us up to strength. He was in a particularly good position to do this, as he had 

just finished training a batch of 600 volunteers from the police.” 

 

What follows reinforces these views. A substantial number of police officers were men of great quality 

from an organisation that did not allow or recognise or reward talent, demanding 15 years’ service before 

being a sergeant, but were recognised and allowed to “blossom” in the armed forces. Durnford- Slater, 

“This intake of police was perfect Commando material. The men were big, strong and intelligent and 

had all their police discipline and training behind them. They were real volunteers keen for the contest. 

I had 120 of them posted to No 3 Commando. This was the best single intake we ever received, and 

every man was a potential leader; many of course were later commissioned, and others exerted a fine 

influence as senior NCOs.” 5 It is easy to understand the government’s constant wish to recruit more 

men from the police into the armed forces. 

The threat of invasion was reduced by 1942 allowing a further 7,000 officers to be released from the 

police. Eventually all those under 30, 35 for auxiliaries, were de-reserved. A further relaxation on 

recruiting police took place in September 1944 when 8,000 police officers and 16,000 auxiliaries left to 

fill the gaps following the invasion of France and the planned enhancement of resources to fight in the 

Far East.6  

For those left to police the Home Front, (not a soft option,) were often older men, less robust, helped by 

war reserves and special constables not suitable for the armed forces. This does not mean they were not 

good and at times effective people, but the application, training and experience of the younger men was 

lost to the military. It was hard work and often dangerous to be in the towns and cities as well in rural 

areas where the men were very much on their own. Danger did not just come from the skies, but from 

the multitude of British and Allied troops living life on the edge, the demon drink, driving and just living 

in the darkened world of the blackout.  

So, who policed the United Kingdom during the 1939-1945 war?  

First Reserve: Established before the First World War were police reserve organisations. The First 

Reserve was made up of former police officers and army personnel who would be trained and equipped 

and like the Territorial Army be called up if necessary. This idea did not come to fruition as it was argued 

that untrained former soldiers did not have a great deal to offer the police. Some police pensioners 

expressed a willingness to participate and were paid a retainer, underwent training sessions and many 

were deployed successfully during the First World War.7 

What became the First Police Reserve was largely mothballed between the wars though some forces 

activated the reserve during the Munich crisis with the involvement of ex-soldiers quietly dropped!  

 
5 “Commando. Memoirs of a fighting Commando in World War Two” Durnford-Slater page 109 
6 The Gentlemen at War Policing Britain 1939-1945 Roy Ingleton 1994 page 30 
7 The Gentlemen at War Policing Britain 1939-1945 Roy Ingleton 1994 page 32 
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Much Home Office led secret planning was undertaken and upon the outbreak of war, ensuring that 

forces such as the Surrey Constabulary was well prepared though it is likely the sheer volume of 

Regulations appalled all those charged with implementing them.8  

To meet this mass of regulation early in 1939 the Home Office directed that policing numbers were to 

be expanded to meet the demands of war. It would not be possible to have a full complement of regular 

officers so there was to be a mixture of range and capability of uniformed police. A police force was to 

be constituted of several parts though answerable through the normal command and control structures 

of the various forces. The component parts of the wartime police forces became: 

 

The First Police Reserve consisting of men generally police pensioners who would undertake 

to serve as temporary constables if required in an emergency occurring either in peacetime or in 

war. In Kent 200 police pensioners were enrolled in the Reserve before the outbreak of the 

Second World War. 

 

Special Constables who would undertake to serve as such in peacetime or in war, some wartime 

volunteers were full time and paid whilst others were generally part time and unpaid. Tens of 

thousands were enrolled. 

The Police War Reserve a new auxiliary body formed with a view to emergencies only who 

would undertake to serve whole time as temporary constables in time of war. In 1944 there were 

17,000 war reserve constables. The rank was dissolved on 31 December 1948, causing 686 

officers to be discharged from service, and the remainder being recruited for service as 

a regular or special constable.  

Police Auxiliary Messenger Service. In the years leading up to the Second World War there 

was a concern at the future loss of young officers to the armed forces and so a number of young 

men were recruited as civilian clerks. These lads were to act as messengers both inside the police 

station and outside either on foot or by the ubiquitous bicycle. Once war broke out the existence 

of these lads was generally recognised with the formation of the Police Auxiliary Messenger 

Service. These became the boy clerks and eventually police cadets. At least five were killed in 

air raids. 

 
Reigate Borough Police Messenger Service 

 
8 Durrant Surrey Constabulary 1851-1951 page 58 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constable
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special_constable


 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAM Bridger Reigate Borough 

 

Women’s Auxiliary Police Corps. The role of policewomen in both world wars is complicated with a 

number of volunteer and regular organisations vying to take the lead. From a slow start, with some 

forces refusing to employ women, the numbers during the Second World War grew to 3,700. For the 

policewoman on the ground the role they developed involving women and children continued after the 

war until the Sex Discrimination Act was introduced in 1975.  

 
Bertha Massey Gleghorn 

 

At least one WPC was killed: WPC Bertha Massey Gleghorn died on the 19 June 1944, aged 33. Bertha 

was Britain's first woman police officer to die on duty refusing to leave her post at Tottenham Court 

Road police station when under fire. A V1 cut out and spiralled to earth almost directly on the police 

station. The blast caused a wall of masonry to collapse trapping Bertha under the rubble. Although alive, 

she suffered very severe injuries and died a short time later in hospital.9 

 

 

 

 
9 http://www.policerollofhonour.org.uk/roll_of_honour/women_police/WPC_Gleghorn.html 

http://www.policerollofhonour.org.uk/roll_of_honour/women_police/WPC_Gleghorn.html
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We are ready – bring it on! 

 

Military call on police manpower 

 

Call up of police officers 1939 with reservist obligations 3,000 

Police then became a reserve occupation until late 1941  

Younger police officers called up by November 1942 7,000 

Police officers September 1944 8,000 

Auxiliary police officers September 194410 16,000 

 

Classification of serving police officers May 1944 

 

Pre-war total police establishment 63,388 

Regular policemen with less than 30 years’ service 38,739 

Regular policewomen 416 

Regular policemen with full service for pension 2,717 

First Police Reserve: consisting of men generally police pensioners 

who undertake to serve as temporary constables 

2,061 

Police War Reserve undertake to serve whole time as temporary 

constables in time of war. 

14,412 

Full time special constables though most served part time and unpaid. 732 

Women’s Auxiliary Police Service 3,702 

Total 62,77911 

 

 

 

 
10 The Gentlemen at War Policing Britain 1939-1945 Roy Ingleton 1994 page 30 
11 The Gentlemen at War Policing Britain 1939-1945 Roy Ingleton 1994 page 
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Police Officers serving in armed forces February 1944 

 

Total serving 15,000 

Naval ratings 2,400 

Naval officers 800 

RAF air crew 2,000 

RAF 

commissioned 

officers 

1,000 

Army 9,000 

 

Approximate number of fatal police casualties by role 

 

Regular 

Police 

Special 

Constable 

War 

Reserve 

Reserve  Police Nurse 

and 

Telephonist 

Police 

Auxiliary 

Messenger  

205 135 127 14 2 5 

 

The 1939 mix of manpower on the strength of the Reigate Borough Police is an example of the impact 

the war was having on police work. One of the major issues being the loss of experience, reduced 

effectiveness of those who should have retired, and lack of training and experience of the auxiliaries. 

This borough police cost £18,369 10s 3d going into the war with a chief constable, two inspectors, 11 

sergeants, and 47 constables; First Police Reserve numbered seven of whom six were retired Reigate 

Borough officers and one from East Sussex. There was a War Reserve of nine, one a special constable. 

The authorised establishment became a chief constable, chief inspector, two inspectors, 11 sergeants and 

45 constables. However, ordered to the Colours were Constables Williams, Crowhurst, Barker Sweeney 

and Noon with Keen and Harris given permission by the chief constable to enlist. The Special 

Constabulary had a chief, 1 chief inspector, 5 inspectors, 21 sergeants and 125 constables.12 By 1943 

there are two War Reserve Constables, one retired Reigate Borough and the other retired from the East 

Sussex Constabulary13  

 

In April 1939, following a directive from the Secretary of State, Surrey County Council was authorised 

to re-establish a first Police Reserve of 130 men for the county.14 The force was to be equipped in the 

same manner as the regular constabulary. Also, to be established was a special constabulary force of 

1,515 men, with 500 earmarked for full or near full time duty in the event of war. A Police War Reserve 

of 500 men was further to be established, mainly from the existing number of special constables.  

 

The chief constable of the Surrey Constabulary was appointed county controller for Civil Defence and 

Air Raid Precautions.15 The strength of the Surrey Constabulary was the chief constable, nine 

 
12 1939 Annual Report Reigate Borough Police by the Chief Constable William Beacher CC/98/22/4 
13 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police 
14 Surrey County Council, Committee Reports, 1939, pp.1384-1388 
15 Durrant Surrey Constabulary 1851-1951 page 59 
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superintendents including DCC, 24 inspectors, 61 sergeants, and 426 constables making a total of 521. 

Police War Reserve numbered 115 full time, First Police Reserve 41 full time, and the Special 

Constabulary part time 1,463.16   

 

The day war broke out the Surrey Constabulary Police War Reserve and First Police Reserve was 

immediately called to duty and a heavy call was made on the part time Special Constabulary. Huge 

resources initially went into manning vulnerable points and detention of “doubtful” aliens. 17 

 

In 1942 on 1 July all regular constables of up to 25 years of age and all Police War Reserve under thirty 

were de-reserved and their call up followed gradually. One hundred regulars and 14 Police War Reserves 

were called to the Colours from the Surrey Constabulary in addition officers from Reigate Borough and 

Guildford Borough Police joined up.18 

 

By December 1942 the establishment of the Surrey Constabulary was, Regulars 383, Police War 

Reserve 500, First Police Reserve 43, Special Constabulary 1353, and Woman’s Auxiliary Police Corps 

57.19 

 

From 1942, special constables were required to work a minimum of twelve hours a week, consisting of 

four hours of patrol duty and eight hours of 'standby' duty; these hours were amended regularly and 

shortened as the war drew to an end.  

 

In October 1943 the Home Office decided police numbers could be reduced and for the Surrey 

Constabulary this meant wholetime establishment of 930. On the 31 December 1943 the actual 

establishment was Regular 396, Police War Reserve 468, First Police Reserve 35, Special Constables 

1631 and Woman’s Auxiliary Police Corps 90.20 

 

Establishment 1870  1910 1914 1918 1919 1935 1939 3 Sept 

1939 

1943  

Godalming 3          

Guildford 12 30 30 15  48 63 69 40  

Reigate 14  40  40 20   59  39  

Surrey 

Constabulary  

123 303 351 236 358  536 677   

Surrey Joint 

Police 

         1943-

1947 

 

 
16 CC notes 1945 on the administration of the county police during the war. 
17 CC notes 1945 on the administration of the county police during the war. 
18 CC notes 1945 on the administration of the county police during the war. 
19 CC notes 1945 on the administration of the county police during the war. 
20 CC notes 1945 on the administration of the county police during the war. 
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 1919 

20 

May 

1919 

16 

Sept 

1939 1942 

Dec 

1943 

Dec 

1943 

Surrey 

Joint 

Police 

CC 1 1 1   1 

DCC   1(Supt)   1 

Supt 8 8 8    

Insp 12 12 24    

Sgt 31 31 61     

PC 252 306 426    

Total 304 358 521 383 396  

War Reserve   115 500 468  

First Police 

Reserve 

  41 full 

time 

43 35  

Special 

Constabulary 

  1,46321 1353 1631  

Woman’s 

Police Corps 

   5722 9023  

 

1943 December 31: Of an authorised regular establishment of 663 in the Surrey Constabulary there 

were three hundred and ninety-six officers; two hundred and eight in the armed services; twenty-eight 

in the Royal Navy or Royal Marines; one hundred and nineteen in the Army and sixty-one in the RAF. 

Commissions had been awarded to thirty-two. Some were reported killed and others missing. All those 

serving in the military have allowances to make their pay up to police rates if their military pay currently 

fell below. Well over a hundred men returned to the Surrey Constabulary from the fighting services in 

1945-46. Four constables who survived received decorations. 

Guildford Borough Police was 63 strong in 1939. Seven members of the force were recalled to the armed 

forces in December 1939 24 and by 1940 January ten members of the Guildford Borough Police were 

serving in the armed forces. 25 

1943: Reigate Borough Police 20 of about 40 officers were serving in the armed forces. 1943: 

Establishment Special Constabulary Reigate Borough Police 147 who performed 120,431.5 hours 

duty.26
 1943: Reigate Borough Police: An average of 44.2 Special Constables turned out on 87 air raid 

warnings. The Special Constabulary Mobile Section was reduced by the War from 24 to 9 cars but there 

 
21 CC notes 1945 on the administration of the county police during the war. 
22 CC notes 1945 on the administration of the county police during the war. 
23 CC notes 1945 on the administration of the county police during the war. 
24 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
25 They Guarded Guildford by Richard Ford Surrey 1969 internal publication Surrey Constabulary 
26 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police 
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was a car on duty every evening from 7pm at both Reigate and Redhill. The motorcyclists were reduced 

to four but every evening there was always one on duty. 27 

1943 Guildford 

Borough Police 

Reigate Borough 

Police  

Surrey Joint 

Police 1943 

Chief Constable  1 1 1 

Superintendent     

Chief Insp 1 1  

Inspector 4 5  

Police Sergeant  9 9  

Constable 25 23  

 40 39  

Special Constable  147  

 

 

 

Reunion Reigate Borough Police with several of the Second World War Veterans 

 

Reigate Borough Police: Ordered to the Colours were Constables Williams, Crowhurst, Barber, 

Sweeney (above as Chelsea Pensioner) and Noon with Keen and Harris given permission by the chief 

constable to enlist. 

 

 
27 SCC Archive Centre CC/98/22/6 Reigate Borough Police as a part of the Joint Police 
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Most if not all those in this 1976 photo would have served in the armed forces or on the home 

front. 1976 Old Comrades reunion.  
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Surrey police officers who served in the armed forces during the 

Second World War 

 

Police Sergeant Owen Allard was commissioned from the Guards and fought with the King’s Own 

Scottish Borderers in France. Only surviving officer within his battalion at one point soon after D Day. 

Worked training school, training department at HQ where he continued when retired as a police officer. 

(It is not known what rank he achieved.) 

 

 

Police Sergeant Edmund (Ted) W H Annetts: Royal West Kent Regiment, October 1939 and served 

with BEF in France in March 1940. Captured May 23, 1940 and taken to Poland as a POW from where 

he was liberated by the Americans in April 1945. Wrote: “Campaign without Medals” which was 

published in 1990. 

 
 

Inspector Arthur Apps Royal Sussex Regiment taken prisoner at Dunkirk in May 1940 and remained 

a POW until 1945 being demobilised in May 1946 joining the Surrey Constabulary in November that 

year. He worked as a beat constable at Reigate, Caterham and Dorking. In April 1949 he joined Traffic 

for six and a half years at the Dorking centre. He then spent 18 months at Sandgate. From 1957 to 1960 

he was on Traffic at Chertsey being promoted sergeant in 1961 to patrol duties at Woking where he 

remained for 5 years before moving to Godalming and Guildford as a patrol inspector. Later that year 

he moved to HQ. From 1967 to 1972 he was a patrol inspector at Guildford and was then appointed the 

first crown court inspector for Guildford until a serious illness in 1974. He died in 1979 aged 59 whilst 

living at Chepstow. 
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PC John “Jack” Ashcroft Surrey Constabulary and Second World War serving in the Royal Sussex 

Regiment in 1944 in Burma. 

 

Sylvia Fox, historian 9th Battalion, Sussex Regiment and Dee Hutchinson, Secretary Friends of Surrey 

Infantry Museum. Born 31 December 1919 in the Guildford area. 

1. 1 October 1936 enlisted in Territorial Army, No. 2604744 1/5th Battalion Queens West Surrey 

Regiment. Annual Camp in 1939. 

2. Unlikely John was in the police prior to the Second World War 

3. Called to the Colours 1st September 1939, the day Germany invaded Poland. Serving with 

1st/5th Queens Royal West Surrey Regiment. QRWS join BEF, deployed to Belgium and France. 

Ashcroft was evacuated probably via Dunkirk. 

4. On return to the UK posted to the Infantry Training Centre and was discharged on 16 June 1940 

which is just after the 5th Battalion returned.  As he was discharged under King’s Regulation 

383(xvi) (a) this indicates he was invalided out of military service as “unfit for service in the 

Army". Unknown date, believed to have re-joined QRWS, presumably now recovered. New 

Army No issued 6087027.  

5. The 1/5th Surrey returned from Italy around December 1943 so if he had stayed with 1/5th on 

the 11 June 1944 he would have landed in Normandy. It would appear that during Rest and 

Recuperation, training and getting ready for Normandy landings, Ashcroft moved to the Royal 

Sussex. 11 June 1944, Ashcroft transfers to 9th Royal Sussex, part of 36th Division, who were 

then in Shillong, India. Served In India and Burma with his Regiment which saw action in the 

Arakan and at Imphal. Promoted to Sergeant on unknown date. 

6. With 9th Royal Sussex is flown in from Ledo by Dakota to the Northern Combat Area of Burma. 

Lands at Myitkyina airstrip, the town itself still being occupied by the Japanese. Takes part in 

the advance through Northern Burma, following the railway corridor south. October 1944 

promoted Company Quartermaster Sergeant (CQMS.)  
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7. The Battalion reaches Mandalay and is relieved by other units. In May 1945, the men fly back 

to India to recuperate and regroup, pending next deployment. May 1945, CQMS Ashcroft moves 

to Support Coy, following a reorganisation. Even a CQMS would have been digging trenches, 

taking supplies and water to frontline, loading mules and being bombed and shot at. All of the 

9th marched on foot through hostile territory. HQ was often a tent and supplies were dropped by 

air, often missing drop zone, sinking into soft ground or falling into enemy hands. 

Quartermaster’s stores hardly existed, at least until they returned to India for regrouping. 3rd July 

1945 is promoted to CSM, "HQ" Coy. Throughout July, regularly performing duties as Battalion 

CSM. The 9th remain in India until VJ Day, then at the end of August take part in Operation 

Zipper. They board ships at Cochin, and sail in convoy to Malaya. Using landing craft, they 

arrive on shore, early in September, uncertain of their welcome. In Malaya, based at Fort 

Butterworth, near Penang, assist with surrender of Japanese troops, and provide security whilst 

Malaya is returned to a civilian administration. 

8. Sergeant Ashworth was entitled to add the Burma Star to his rack of medals. 

9. Last entries in War Diaries record CSM Ashcroft playing cricket for the Battalion, against an 

RAF Team, November 1945. A CQMS is a Company Quartermaster Sergeant. Equivalent rank 

Colour Sgt/ Staff Sergeant. This means he worked in the stores for his company obtaining 

supplies and keeping the rank and file supplied. So not a frontline soldier - works away from the 

frontline and would be in Company HQ.  

10. Late 45 or early 1946, returns to UK. The 9th Royal Sussex was disbanded the same year. Men 

not due for demob were transferred to other Regiments. As a specialist quartermaster in the Royal 

Sussex right up to 1946 he had value to the Royal Army Ordnance Corp where he transferred for 

post war tidy up. He left the Army as a Company Sergeant Major. 

11. The Surrey Regimental entry for John shows he enlisted on 1 October 1936 into the TA. The 

Long Service Medal joining TA in 1936 and still serving after 1945 then the service for this 

medal was doubled up during the War. So original 12 years and this would become six years and 

would be awarded. Also found he served Royal Sussex to 1946 and then 1946 -1949 RAOC 

before demob. By then he was entitled to the T.A Long Service and Good Conduct Medal, the 

War Medal and 1939/45 Star. 

12. Married Q4 1946 Mary A Hawksbee.  

13. Joined Surrey Constabulary about 1949 it is thought he served in Guildford then on the rural 

section at Shere before becoming a Scenes of Crime Officer based at Godalming. His regular 

army service would have counted towards his police pension. 

14. Lived +/- 1950/1951 in a flat with six others at 76a North Street Guildford: John, Lucy E, Mary 

Ashcroft, plus Nellie Basses, Doris/Norman Shail. The latter two moved out in 1951. 

15. Albury History Society Wood Lodge (Police Cottage) Mr and Mrs Jack Ashcroft and daughter 

Diane. Mr Ashcroft was the local policeman and the cottage was also tenanted to the police in 

1911 census. Voters List April 1985 262b 2-030 living in Wood Lodge, Sherbourne, Albury 

16. Died Q3 1999 at Guildford age 80. 
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Rear right Jack in the Sussex Regiment Far East         PC Jack Ashcroft at Shere 

 

Police Sergeant Robert (Bob) Aspinall Surrey Constabulary and Second World War.  Died 5 October 

1991 aged 77. Served in the Coldstream Guards for four years before joining the Surrey Constabulary 

in November 1934. He worked in the north and west of the county until he re-joined his regiment in 

December 1939 and saw active service in the Middle East. At one stage he was attached to the Special 

Investigation Branch of the Military Police and was mentioned in a book “Guns Drugs and Deserters” 

on the work of the SIB. Corps of Military Police No 2654943 – left the Army on 10 February 1946. 

Served across the county including Burpham Traffic in 1955 as a sergeant.   

 

 
 

PC Arthur Atkinson Surrey Constabulary and Second World War: Coldstream Guards 1930-1934 

joined Surrey Constabulary serving Godalming, Wormley Horsley and Shalford. He was recalled to the 

colours in various theatres of war with the Corps of Military Police No 2654889, from December 1, 

1939, until December 1945 attaining the rank of regimental sergeant major. On re-joining he served on 

the beat and as a dog handler at Egham, Mickleham and Thorpe. In June 1955 he was commended by 

the Chief Constable for outstanding work on the dog section. Retired in November 1961 and died 

December 30, 1993. 
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PC 172 Bailey Surrey Constabulary – believed Second World War  

 

Detective Inspector Percy Bailey Guildford Borough Police, lieutenant colonel Control Commission, 

Second World War. Bill Leahy wrote: “Another member of the Borough was DI Percy Bailey. As the 

war drew to its violent end, police officers were recruited into the Control Commission to act mainly as 

police commanders in towns in the former occupied areas and within Germany.  Mr Bailey became 

lieutenant colonel and during his tour visited Aubrey Harris’ grave in Belgium and saw the police reports 

of the death and burial. Mr Bailey did not return to the police. As a side-line the DCC of Surrey gave an 

instruction that any officer living in a police house who volunteered for the Control Commission would 

lose his home. However, there were advantages of pay and a commission.”  

 

 

PC Frederick “Tosh” Baker served armed forces 1938-1946 then joined the Surrey Constabulary 

retiring in 1974. He was captured by the Japanese probably when they attacked Hong Kong, so he was 

a prisoner of war for around four years. He clearly had a very rough time as you would expect. He wrote 

his memoirs, a very thick foolscap wad of papers. The document was over an inch thick so there was 

clearly a lot of content. He was trying to find a publisher for his book, but it had been rejected a few 
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times. His ordeal had clearly taken a toll on him, and he felt lucky to have made it back alive at the end 

of the war. Village constable at Bramley for 24 years retired age 55. 

 

Police Sergeant George Ball joined Surrey Constabulary 1937 having served 7 years in Scots Guards. 

Outbreak of Second World War returned to the Scots Guards re-joining Surrey Constabulary 1941. Force 

recruiting officer from 1955 until retirement in 1966. 

 

 

PC Stanley Band Surrey Constabulary Second World War (from medal ribbons). Dorking. Long 

Service Medal 1974. Bernard Stanley Norman Band was born 21 October 1924, Steyning, Sussex, in 

1939 he was living with his parents in East Grinstead, single, no 2329481 Royal Corp Signals? 

July/September 1951 he married Joan K Patterson in Surrey Northern Registration District. In 1954 they 

were living in Runnymeade Road, Egham, they were still there in 1955 and 1956 and in 1959 ,1960 and 

1962 they were in Kingston Road Leatherhead   

 

A photo in the Surrey Advertiser 23 April 1960 of Surrey Police Dogs and handlers at an open stakes 

championship at Mount Browne -third prize being Mountbrowne Arno Vo Dadaustrand, a four and half 

year old Alsatian handled by PC S Band of Leatherhead. He died 22nd April 2007 Kingston upon Thames 

 

 

PC 492 Frederick Charles Barber Reigate Borough Police, Second World War given permission by 

the chief constable to enlist. Retired and emigrated to Australia. A very experienced station officer which 

was a responsible and busy role. Was working in the Borough in the late 1950s early 1960s. Recalled to 
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the Colours 1939. Corps of Military Police No 2612717 – transferred in from the Grenadier Guards. 

Discharged from the army on 19 January 1945.  

 

PC 544 Peter Barbrook: Surrey Constabulary, Captain Suffolk Regiment (his home county) for six 

years serving in Europe when wounded in action. Retired Surrey Constabulary after 27 years on 1 

February 1976 from the Control Room then employed as a civilian telex operator. Had served at Oxted 

and 12 years on Traffic across the county. 

 

PC61 Charles William Barham Guildford Borough Police 19 September 1939 and Surrey 

Constabulary after service in the Royal Navy 1942-Ocotber 1945 as a coppersmith on HMS Blenheim 

a destroyer depot and repair ship. Served in Guildford. Son Clive served in Surrey Constabulary retiring 

as an inspector in charge of the search team. 

 

Police Sergeant 144 Harold Barnes Second World War as seen from medal ribbons. Rural sergeant at 

Horsley. Royal Naval General Service medal. He was a Royal Marine. 
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PC 209 John Raymond Bathe Surrey Constabulary, 25 April 1944, RAF: Flight Sergeant (Bomb 

Aimer) (Though wearing an observer’s badge) RAFVR No 76 Squadron. Died age 30 Halifax 111. On 

return to base, from operation over Karlsruhe the aircraft was shadowed by an intruder and shot down 

0420 near Welney, 7 miles southwest of Downham Market.  The dead of the crew are buried various 

UK cemeteries.  

  

PC Bathe was the son of Arthur Henry and Maud Mary Bathe, of Witley and was killed on operations 

with the RAF being buried in Witley (All Saints) Churchyard. 

 

Police Sergeant 37 Trevor Bentley Surrey Constabulary and Second World War Parachute Regiment. 

Retired from Guildford. 

 

 

PC Frederick Besch Surrey Constabulary and believed army Second World War. Retired as a 

Divisional Motor Cyclist at Woking in the 1960’s. Fred was born on 13 October 1912 and died on 1 

December 1984. He had many boxing trophies awarded when in the Army. Photo June 1951 a member 

of Woking Division PT team 
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Police Sergeant 193 Bidgood Surrey Constabulary and possibly Second World War armed forces. 

Military Police have two men named Bidgood – George Edward and Wilfred Henry William. 

Police Sergeant Clifford William Blackford, R.A.F 1941-46. South Africa and Hong Kong. Ground 

Crew (Technical). Retired as police sergeant from Camberley. Born 1923 Godstone died 2014, 

Sturminster Newton, Dorset. 

 

Police Sergeant Ron Blason Surrey Constabulary and Royal Armoured Corps, Second World War. 

Served Dorking and Traffic, Control Room, Byfleet and Reigate. A member of the 1951 Woking 

Division PT Team 

 

PC Granville Blenkinsop served Coldstream Guards, Palestine – ten years’ service joined Surrey 

Constabulary 1956. Long term village constable at Bramley/Wonersh area of Godalming. An 

enthusiastic badge collector. Worked in reception at HQ upon retirement. 

 

PC Albert Bonnell Surrey Constabulary eastern, possibly served in Second World War. Albert Bonnell 

was born 23rd August 1908 at Oxted, in 1939 he was a printing machinist and Police War Reserve of 

Surrey Constabulary living at Lewis Fry Cottages Oxted with his wife Ivy Ellen nee Creasey who he 

had married in 1934 at Hurst Green. 
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Surrey Mirror 4 October 1963 – 22 years in Police- Oxted Policeman A Bonnell has been awarded the 

police long service and good conduct medal. PC Bonnell has spent all his 22year service at Oxted. Before 

the war he was a member of Surrey Special Constabulary before joining the War Reserve. 

 

Surrey Mirror 1 April 1966 - PC will still be working for law- A well-known local bobby PC Albert 

Bonnell hangs up his helmet this month after 27 years in the force. PC Bonnell will stay at Oxted Police 

Station after he ‘retires’ because he is joining the county council staff as a cleaner in the adjoining 

courthouse. Born at Holland, (just to the south of Oxted – Hurst Green) PC Bonnell was village 

policeman there for 22 years and station officer at Oxted divisional headquarters for five. PC Bonnell of 

Warren Lane Holland started work in the Oxted printing firm which is now Godwins. In 1938 after 16 

years in printing he joined the Special Constabulary and the following June at an Oxted parade he 

volunteered for war service and was called up in the Police Reserve the day before war was declared.  

 

During the war he helped clear the debris of crashed fighter planes in the Holland area and after one raid 

arrested a German who descended by parachute. He was transferred to the regular Force in 1947 and has 

worked under four superintendents. PC Bonnell became Oxted’s station officer I 1961.Off duty he is a 

keen sportsman who has played soccer in police teams, and he is a member of Hurst Green fishing Club. 

Oxted Silver Band was reformed by his brother in 1919 and PC Bonnell has been a member ever since, 

now being assistant conductor. Albert Bonnell died 11th November 1999 at Oxted aged 91 years.      

 

Chief Superintendent Ken Botting   Arnhem, Glider Troops, POW after Arnhem, carried the Olympic 

torch after the Second World War. (The photograph in Surrey Police a Pictorial History said to be Ken 

is not – this he told to former Chief Superintendent Tony Forward) Superintendent in General Office 

1967-68 with Frank Chilmaid. Born 1924 Wallington. Died 2011 Addlestone. 

 

Detective Inspector Percy Ruthwin Bowd Guildford Borough Police, Second World War  1943 

Control Commision Magistrate and Chief Superintendent Osnabrook. Born 1907 Tollet Street, Mile End 

Old Town, London died 1990 – Surrey. PC P Bowd joined the Borough on the 9th May 1927 having 

served for three years from 1924 in the Royal Horse Guards (Blues).  

 

Chief Superintendent Control Commission: PC Bowd served in the CID from 1929 to 1943 when he 

went into the Army and served in Italy, Belgium and Germany where joined the Control Commission 

and acted as a magistrate in the lower courts. He was made a superintendent in the Control Commission 

and controlled the German CID in Osnabrook until the end of 1945. He was later promoted chief 
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superintendent and posted to Hamburg where he prosecuted in the more serious crime cases. He 

remained in this post until he retired in 1950 never returning to the Borough Police. 

 

From Forces War records - Regular Army Emergency Commission Temporary Captain 16/01/1945 2nd 

Lieutenant, but Lieutenant – (war substantive) – British Army Seniority date 17/03/1944. 

 

  

 

Police Sergeant Ron G Bowles tank crew Second World War, Reigate Borough Police and Surrey 

Constabulary. Brother was Inspector John Bowles who was inspector at Caterham in 1955, but on 

secondment to Ryton DPTC.    

  

He was conscripted in 1942. It was a class of conscription from the police and had to join a combat 

unit. It was either him or older brother John (the penalty of being the younger brother?) who had to go. 

He wanted to join the RAF but ended up in the Royal Armoured Corps as a tank driver. He was later 

transferred to the Assault Engineers and was due to go over to France on D-Day. The War Office had 

decided that even tank drivers should be made to wear hob nail boots and just before D-Day whilst 

climbing over his tank he slipped and badly gashed his head and was invalided out of the troop. None 

of that troop survived D-Day and he returned to action about three weeks later and fought through 

France and Belgium and then took part in the amphibious landings into the Netherlands. He fought 

through from there up until the Rhine and was waiting to take part in the assault to cross the Rhine as 

part of the final push. He developed a rash and was given a shot of the new wonder drug Penicillin to 

which he proved allergic and came out in nasty blisters - much worse than the original rash! He was 

pulled out of the front line and none of his troop survived the Rhine crossing. He was invalided back to 

the UK where he used his considerable typing skills (learned in the Police!) to bag a job as a clerk. He 

then had the enjoyable experience of drawing up his own discharge papers, returning to Reigate 

Borough and re-joining his brother John. We think someone was watching over him at that time! 

Quietly, he was proud of his medals (rightly so) and as a demonstration of that, and his enduring sense 

of humour, he was found sitting up in bed, in his pyjamas, wearing the full set on the morning of the 

50th anniversary of D-Day. 
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PC Brooker Guildford Borough Police. Recalled to the Colours 1939 

P.C 545 Robert Brown was a P.C. at Chiddingfold who later retired to Grayswood. He served during 

World War Two as a Royal Marine. His ship was sunk and he was rescued to Singapore where later 

captured by the Japanese. Worked on the Burma Railway. Acted as Surrey Constabulary standard bearer. 

  

 

Police Sergeant Reginald Charles Brownlow Reigate Borough Police died 6 December 1990 at the 

age of 84. Joined Reigate Borough Police August 1925 became one of the first motorcyclists. Promoted 

sergeant September 1940 and in February 1943 became a part of the Surrey Joint Police. Commended 

on numerous occasions. Joined the army in 1944 and landed at Normandy shortly after D Day and rose 

to the rank of Major when he joined the Control Commission in Germany and for his work was 

personally thanked by Montgomery. He returned to England and retired in 1948. 

 

1991 February 9: Off Beat: Death of ex-Sergeant Reginald Charles Brownlow: On the 6 

December 1990 ex sergeant Reginald Brownlow died at the age of 84 years and Reigate lost one of 

its distinguished former policemen who made a considerable contribution to the Borough. He joined 

the Reigate Borough Police in August 1925 and after early years on the beat he became one of the 

first motorcyclists in the Force. He was promoted to sergeant in September 1940 and transferred to 

the Surrey Joint Force in February 1943. He was commended on numerous occasions with special 

mention for bravery when he risked his life to save Gatton Manor during a serious fire in 1934. Mr. 

Brownlow played a leading part in making Reigate Borough Police the police national tug of war and 

First Aid national champions.  

 

Inspector Ronald George Bryant REME or RASC serving on tank maintenance joined Surrey 

Constabulary 1946. Retired Woking 1974 aged 54 after 29 years’ service. Served HQ then Woking as a 

sergeant and inspector. Born 1919 Guildford. Married: 1942 – Evelyn M French 
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Police Sergeant Des Brotherton Surrey Constabulary: Taken from Off Beat, Alan Bridgman: “The 

utterly unmistakeable Des Brotherton died suddenly on Saturday, 28 October 2000 and his funeral 

service at Guildford on 6 November 2000 was attended by a good crowd of his family, friends, and 

Surrey Constabulary contemporaries. Des was 75 though he looked a good deal younger since he always 

retained the appearance and deportment of a Grenadier Guardsman, and a great big one at that. He joined 

the Guards at age 17 during Second World War and saw active service in the Italian Campaign before 

later transferring to the Guards Parachute Regiment.  

 
In 1950 he joined the Surrey Constabulary. As PC5 he served at Guildford before being transferred to 

Reigate Division where in 11 years he made his mark with colleagues and community at Merstham. He 

must have been well thought of because when he requested a rural posting, he was transferred to 

Frensham Section, as rural as one could wish for.  In 1969 he was promoted Sergeant at Farnham from 

where he retired in 1975. The vision of the towering and immaculately uniformed Sergeant 5 Brotherton 

was an inspiration and a great reassurance to the young officers working with him and tended to frighten 

the life out of noisy and disorderly persons on the street! Des was every inch the robust policeman of 

the old school. Laconic by nature and sardonic by experience, he never felt the need to “talk a good job” 

either before or after the event. As with many of his generation he believed in just getting on with the 

job in hand and didn’t seek anyone to hold his hand while he did so.  

 

Detective Sergeant Arthur William Bruce (known as Bill). RAF air crew. a member of the 

‘Caterpillar Club’ and proudly wore its pin badge in his tie.  This was an association of war time air 

crew that had successfully bailed out and landed by parachute. Was a detective sergeant at Addlestone. 

1939 – Living Alma Cottages, Eagle Road, Guildford.  Occupation Police Officer. (Also living at the 

address is Gerald T Corney – occupation Police Constable, Trainee). Married 1941 in Croydon, Surrey 

to Elsie W Vincent. From Forces War Records – Enlisted at Cardington, October 1941 Service No: 

1645207 Royal Air Force Archive Ref: Air 7824 1. Retired as a detective sergeant. (Serving at the same 

time was Superintendent Arthur William known as Arthur Bruce founder member of Traffic) 

 
Caterpillar Club unofficial badge – Imperial War Museum 
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Not known what role he had in the RAF air crew. 

 

PC Alexander Buckton died August 1979 aged 62. He joined the Surrey Constabulary in 1937 and 

served for three years on the beat in Woking Chobham and Byfleet. In August 1942 he joined the Royal 

Navy returning to the force in August 1945 and from then until October 1948 he worked Byfleet and 

October 1948 until January 1953 Capel. In January 1953 he moved to Guildford where he remained until 

his retirement ten years later. 

 

PS 370 Campbell Surrey Constabulary and Second World War service. This is likely to be PS ‘Jock’ 

Campbell who was a sergeant at Farnham and emigrated to New Zealand after retirement. 

 

Detective Inspector John Carr Surrey Constabulary PC574, and Second World War serving as a Royal 

Marine. Worked Leatherhead in the 1950s and was detective inspector at Dorking in the mid 1960s. 

Lived in Great Bookham. It is believed he fought in the Spanish civil war against Franco.  

 
 

PC 26 Michael Carragher MM Guildford Borough Police, Irish Guards First World War. Second 

World War, Major Queen’s Regiment attached Royal Military Police as Provost Marshall. 

 

Medals awarded to Lance-Sergeant M. Carragher, 2nd Battalion, Irish Guards, who was decorated for 

his gallantry during the Battle of Boulogne on 23 May 1940, where his behaviour in action against the 

advancing German army was described ‘as cool as if he had been on the Barrack Square’: subsequently 

commissioned in the Queen’s Regiment, he also served as a Provost Marshal prior to his retirement as a 

Major.  Military Medal, G.VI.R. (2716755 L.-Sjt. M. Carragher. I. Gds.); 1939-45 Star; Africa Star; 

Italy Star; Defence and War Medals 1939-45. 



 27 

  
 

Military Medal. London Gazette 20 December 1940. The original recommendation - submitted by 

Lieutenant Colonel J. C. Haydon, commanding 2nd Battalion, Irish Guards - states: ‘Boulogne, 23 May 

1940: During the withdrawal action through Boulogne, Sergeant Carragher was continuously with the 

forward Bren guns and anti-tank rifles of his company. Despite intense enemy fire Sergeant Carragher 

displayed the greatest contempt of personal danger and by his imperturbable spirit, kept up the courage 

of his men. He personally supplied his Bren guns with ammunition, organised reliefs on the guns and 

exchanges of guns when those in action became jammed or otherwise unserviceable. Throughout the 

day his behaviour was as cool as if he had been on the Barrack Square. There is no doubt that he played 

a large part in delaying for so long the enemy's advance.’ 

 

Michael Carragher was recalled to the Colours in November 1939, direct form his duties as a police 

constable in Guildford Borough Police. Appointed a Lance-Sergeant in the 2nd Battalion, Irish Guards, 

he was embarked with the B.E.F. and won his M.M. for the above cited deeds at Boulogne in May 1940, 

which distinction he received at a Buckingham Palace investiture held in September 1941.   

 

Meanwhile, he had been selected for a commission - he was appointed a 2nd Lieutenant in the Queen’s 

Regiment on passing out of Sandhurst in February 1941 - and he was attached to the Royal Military 

Police as a Provost Marshal in Glasgow. Subsequently embarked for North Africa, he served likewise 

in Italy and ended the war as a major in the Allied Control Commission at Trieste; sold with a pair of 

original Buckingham Palace investiture admittance tickets, together with a copy of “Dunkirk and After”, 

by Gordon Beckles, in which the recipient receives due recognition for his gallantry at Boulogne.28 

 

PS Wilfred St. G Chandler, DFC, RAF Flight Lieutenant. A sale of medals: A very rare Second World 

War Photographic Reconnaissance Unit pilot, Mediterranean theatre D.F.C. group of seven awarded to 

Flight Lieutenant W. St. G. Chandler, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, who flew nearly 90 solo 

missions in unarmed, stripped-down P.R.U. Spitfires, and latterly Mosquito aircraft. 

 
28 https://www.the-saleroom.com/fr-fr/auction-catalogues/dixnoonanwebb/catalogue-id-dix-no10020/lot-d7a6c9e8-3a42-

401c-9d69-a5fb00b57f43 

 

https://www.the-saleroom.com/fr-fr/auction-catalogues/dixnoonanwebb/catalogue-id-dix-no10020/lot-d7a6c9e8-3a42-401c-9d69-a5fb00b57f43
https://www.the-saleroom.com/fr-fr/auction-catalogues/dixnoonanwebb/catalogue-id-dix-no10020/lot-d7a6c9e8-3a42-401c-9d69-a5fb00b57f43
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D.F.C. London Gazette 2 January 1944. The original recommendation states: ‘This pilot completed an 

operational tour in eleven months, flying 86 sorties amounting to 300 hours. These missions over Greece, 

Crete, the Dodecanese and Cyclades entailed long hours in a single engine unarmed aircraft, and often 

a complete front as high as 35,000 feet was encountered but with determination this pilot continued to 

his target. On one occasion he was intercepted by a twin-engine enemy aircraft which he evaded. He 

continued his mission and was then attacked by two Me. 109s. These he also evaded and returned to 

base. On another sortie he was again attacked by a twin-engine enemy aircraft over Thera. He managed 

to break away from this enforced combat and continued his sortie, returning to base with valuable and 

detailed visual information of Candia harbour. He is recommended for the honour of the Distinguished 

Flying Cross.’ 

 
Photo recognisance Spitfire 

 

Wilfred St. George Chandler, who enlisted in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve in September 1941, 

commenced pilot training at No. 29 E.F.T.S. in January 1942 and qualified for his “Wings” at No. 22 

E.F.T.S. at Thornhill exactly one year later. Commissioned as a Pilot Officer, he was posted to the 

Middle East and attended No. 74 Operational Training Unit, gaining flying experience on Hurricanes 

and Spitfires, prior to being sent to No. 680 (P.R.) Squadron. Given the importance of a pilot’s high-

altitude capabilities if he was to be at all effective in a Photographic Reconnaissance Unit unarmed 

Spitfire, Chandler was quickly assessed in a decompression chamber, and, showing no ‘evidence of 

bends’ and good ‘eustachian clearage’, he went operational four days later, flying a mission to Candia 

on 17 September 1943. As evidenced by his Flying Logbooks and D.F.C. recommendation, over the 

next eleven months he was constantly on active service, flying nearly 90 solo operational sorties. And 

nor were prowling enemy aircraft the only danger, his entries making mention of intense flak opposition 

at several “targets”. In June 1944, he started to fly his first missions in Mosquito aircraft, in addition to 

Spitfires, and it was not until the end of July 1944 that he completed his last sortie to Greece. Chandler 

returned to the U.K. in October 1944 and served as an instructor at assorted training units for the 

remainder of the War. Was serving in the Surrey Constabulary in 1955. (Geoff Todd) 
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Inspector Jim Cheesman   Surrey Constabulary, POW. ‘Spike’ Cheeseman who was an inspector at 

Leatherhead in 1955, Walton and then Farnham. Cheeseman played cricket for Dorking.  

 

Police Sergeant John Chivers Surrey Constabulary and Second World War. Served 6 Airborne Provost 

including post war TA Military Police. (Possibly RMP: John Henry Watson Chivers (transferred from 

Royal Corps of Signals to the military police leaving the Army on 28 March 1946) 

  

Police Sergeant 142 Cleeve Surrey Constabulary served Second World War retired from Oxted. 

Junior Police Clerk Robert Frank Clutterbuck Surrey Constabulary (Cadet), 7 April 1943, RAF: 

Sergeant (Wireless Operator /Air Gunner) Lancaster 111 100 Squadron died age 20, crashed near the 

churchyard at Rentrish, near Saarbrucken. PC Clutterbuck was the son of Edward and Elizabeth 

Clutterbuck, of Chelsham, Surrey. He is buried in Rheinberg Wesel War cemetery. 100 Squadron flew 

308 sorties in Lancasters from Grimsby over Berlin during 1943-44 as part of a Group losing 20 aircraft 

115 men with 20 taken prisoner.  
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Police Sergeant George Collis Process Office Woking served RAF Second World War and Surrey 

Constabulary. Flew on Lancaster Bombers but role not known. At his funeral his coffin was made to 

look like an aircraft with RAF roundels. 

 

Role in air crew unknown 

 

PC 109 Frederick Charles Collis Surrey Constabulary, 3 March 1945, RAF Sergeant (Flight Engineer) 

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, with No70 Squadron. Liberator aircraft in which he was flying 

crashed on route to a target in northeast Italy. At the time of his death, he was aged 37 the son of Henry 

and Jane Collis and husband of Muriel Collis, of Epsom Downs, Surrey. PC Collis is buried in the Bari 

War Cemetery, Italy. 

 
PC Collis Joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 13 November 1931 at Guildford when aged 24 years 

being sworn before Capt. E Tuckwell.  He was born on the 26 November 1907 in Guildford and when 

joining the police, he was 5 feet eleven and half inches tall, fresh complexion, dark brown hair and dark 

grey eyes. He was married to Muriel and had no children. PC Collis joined Surrey from the Royal Navy 

where he had served from the 22 May 1923 to the 7 November 1931 a total of 8 years and 6 months. His 

date of appointment to the police was 8 November 1931 one day after leaving the Navy. Frederick was 

the brother of PC 249 Collis.  

PC 13 George Herbert Cone “Billy” Surrey Constabulary, 15 May 1943, RAF: Killed in a flying 

accident in North Wales as Pilot Officer (Nav.U/T.) of the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve No 27 

O.T.U. based at Litchfield in Staffs. He was the trainee navigator on Wellington Bomber X3785.  
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PC Cone was killed in a flying accident in North Wales as Pilot Officer (Nav.U/T.) of the Royal Air 

Force Volunteer Reserve No 27 O.T.U. based at Litchfield in Staffs. He was the trainee navigator on 

Wellington Bomber X3785. Aged 24 when he died, he was the son of Herbert John and Anna Cone, of 

Chapel Farm, Bredfield, Suffolk the brother of Winifred a primary school teacher who died at Chapel 

Farm in about 1994. PC Cone was the husband of Babette Cone, of Farnham, Surrey. He is buried in his 

home village Bredfield (St. Andrew) Churchyard Suffolk where he is remembered on the war memorial. 

  
PC George Cone 

 

PC Cone joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 19th March 1939 aged 20 being sworn in Guildford on 

24 March 1939.He was 6 feet tall, fresh complexion, brown hair and grey eyes. Formerly he was a 

carpenter. Service: 25 March 1939 posted to Seale 30 May 1939 from Seale to Farnham 23 March 1942 

he joined the RAF with the Chief Constable’s consent. 

 

At about 10.50 pm on May l4th 1943, Wellington Mk. III, serial X3785, took off from 27 Operational 

Training Unit, Lichfield, for a night cross-country navigation exercise. The flight was to be from 

Lichfield to Rhyl, Isle of Man, Anglesey, Fishguard, Llangollen, Cannock Chase bombing range and 

return to Lichfield, one of the unit’s standard training routes. Of the crew of six, the pilot was Flying 

Officer John William Robb of Glasgow, who had flown over three hundred hours, with twenty- nine on 

Wellingtons, ten of which were at night. The pupil navigator was Pilot Officer George Herbert ‘Billy’ 

Cone of Bredfield, Suffolk.  

 

About 3 1/2 hours into the flight, on the Fishguard to Llangollen leg an engine caught fire. The wireless 

operator tried to transmit a signal to Lichfield, but seconds later the Wellington hit a small hill near Lake 

Vyrnwy and exploded, killing all on board. Just before the crash, local people heard the aircraft to be in 

trouble, with one engine misfiring before bursting into flames. The Wellington dived steeply into the 

ground at 2.35am on May 15th. 

 

PC Derek Cook Surrey Constabulary and Second World War (from medal ribbons) Long Service Medal 

1975. Father of Inspector David Cook. 
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Police Sergeant 466 Norman Cooper Surrey Constabulary. Pilot, Royal Air Force. Served Caterham 

in late 1950s. 

 

PC Victor Copus Royal Navy 1942-1946 joined Surrey Constabulary 1947 mostly on Bagshot and 

Cranleigh Section. 

 

PC34 Gerald T Corney Surrey Constabulary and possibly Second World War armed forces. 1939 was 

living Alma Cottages, Eagle Road, Guildford – occupation “Police Constable, Trainee.” He was station 

officer at Camberley May 1959 and still there in 1965 but on retirement went to Australia to be close to 

son. 

 

Gerald Thomas Corney was born 16 April 1916 at Ryde, Isle of Wight. By 1921 the family were living 

in Aldershot and in 1937 they were living at Beech Grove, Mitcham. In 1939 he was single, a police 

constable trainee living in Eagle Road, Guildford also living there was Arthur Bruce, a police constable. 
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30 May 1942 he married Megan Davies at Farncombe parish church and by 1951 they were living at 

Police House, Langham Road, Godstone. There are several mentions of PC Corney at Oxted in 1951 

and taking part in sports events at Mount Browne in 1951/52.  

 

In 1962 they were living at Frimley Road Camberley and PC Corney was stationed at Camberley. In 

1981 migrated to New Zealand to be close to his son, then when his son moved to Casino New South 

Wales in 1988 Gerald followed him. Megan died in 1990 in New South Wales, Australia and Gerald 

married Enid Mary Allen nee Bate in 1991, he died 25th December 2006 in Casino, New South Wales. 

In 1962 his neighbour was Barnet (Barney) Mousley - unable to find any service records that are 

definitely him -several Corneys but none exactly match. 

 

PC Albert Cowie died 19 January1991 aged 69. Served Royal Marines, Second World War joining 

Surrey Constabulary in November 1946. Served as a beat constable, motorcyclist and detective constable 

at Woking, Godalming and Guildford until retirement in 1972 when he moved to Australia. 

  

 

Detective Inspector Stan Cox retired 29 June 1973 after joining Surrey Constabulary as a boy clerk in 

1941 before service in the Royal Navy from 1942 -1946 when he re-joined Surrey Constabulary. He 

served at Scotland Yard, on the Crime Squad at Crawley and Walton on Thames.  Detective Sergeant at 

Caterham late 1950s.  Served with Cyprus Police during the emergency. 

 

 

Detective Sergeant Herbert Leonard Crowhurst, Sherwood Rangers, - tanks, France, Belgium, first 

British troops into Germany. Mentioned in “By Tank Through Normandy”. Also, page 423 “Brothers in 

Arms” by James Holland, “One legendary tank regiment’s bloody war from D-Day to V-Day.” Penguin 

2021. Towards the end of the war in Germany Bert Crowhurst was the driver for Lt Col Stanley 

Christopherson the CO, DSO, bar, MC bar, Silver Star TD, MID x4. From D-Day, the Sherwood Rangers 

lost 148 men killed and 229 wounded 40 per cent casualty rate and 150 percent of those actually fighting 

in the tanks.  Bert will have had a long harsh war! Photo 1956 cricket tour. 
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PC Sidney Crowhurst, Reigate Borough Police, Second World War given permission by the chief 

constable to enlist. Retired Surrey Constabulary 1967 and died December 1978. Drove police cadets on 

Duke of Edinburgh expeditions to North Wales in the 1960s. Was the divisional mechanic at Reigate. 

His wife Betty survived Sid. 

 

PC Arthur Delves. Surrey Constabulary and believed served Second World War after which he was 

based at Reigate.  

Police Sergeant 38 Alfred Samuel Deakin Guildford Borough Police, Lieutenant on the General List, 

Control Commission, Europe. Died aged 37, 1 March 1945. PS Deakin trod on a mine whilst serving as 

a lieutenant. The son of Alfred and Alice Elizabeth Deakin of Guildford and husband of Lily Margaret 

Deakin, of Guildford. He is buried in the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery, Netherlands. 

 

PC Deakin joined the Guildford Borough Police on the 8 August 1931 being sworn in the Guildhall on 

the 10 August before W T Patrick Esq., DR G C Williamson, Mrs E Harris, R F Billing Esq. Formerly 

he had been a machinist and soldier with the Coldstream Guards for 7 years. When joining he lived in 

33 Greenwood Villas, Lower Farnham Road, Aldershot. Born in Aston, Warwickshire he was single 

when he joined the police, height 6 feet 1 inches tall, fresh complexion, light brown hair and blue eyes.  

 

 
 

Bill Leahy: “Sergeant Sam Deakin was promoted during the war from constable and as hostilities came 

to a close, he volunteered to become a member of the Control Commission and act as a chief of police 

in Europe. He trod on a mine and was killed whilst working in the Netherlands. He was an excellent 

young man.”  
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PC  557 Robert Stewart Donaldson: Army numerous campaigns. 27 August 1939 to 17 May 1946 

KOSB and Corps of Military Police lance corporal. Police constable in Control Commission Germany 

14 August 1946 to 27 May 1949. Born 11 September 1920 Selkirk appointed Surrey Constabulary 21 

July 1949. Served Oxted, Caterham Guildford, Wood Street, Oxted, Godstone Reigate and Redhill. 

Retired 15 May 1975 with exemplary conduct. 

 

 

Superintendent Phillip Kevin Doyle, Irish Guards. Took part in the defence of Cherbourg. Taken 

prisoner and marched to Poland where he dug coal for the remainder of the war. When his camp was 

taken by the Americans, he was told to stay put but with a friend left and went to a USA base where he 

caught a flight to France and then home to the UK. A successful senior detective including DCI Dorking 

Division leading on Tuthill murder. 

 

PC 317 George Edmonds: Surrey Constabulary Second World War Army, served as a Major in the 

Catering Corps. He opened a butcher`s shop at Ashtead which was run by his wife whilst he was still a 

PC.  
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PC 214 Norman Horace Edwards Surrey Constabulary, 9 July 1944, Trooper, Royal Armoured Corps, 

“E” Army Delivery Squadron died age 25. Buried in the Rome War Cemetery having been killed in a 

motor accident in the Central Mediterranean Theatre of War 

 

PC Edwards joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 13 November 1938 aged 20 having been born in 

Capel and was sworn on the 18 November at Guildford.  Six feet 1 inches tall, with fresh complexion, 

fair hair and dark blue eyes he joined the police when living in The Glen, Honeycrock Lane, Salfords. 

His parents lived at Salford and a sister at Chipstead. He was a motor mechanic. 

 

Police Sergeant Roy Edwards Surrey Constabulary and possibly Second World War as seen from 

medal ribbons. Long Service Medal 1975. Sub. Div. Motorcyclist at Camberley 1959-60, then DC there 

and latterly sergeant Chobham. Son served Surrey Constabulary as DC Colin Edwards. 

 

 
 

Police Sergeant “Sailor” Donald Edward Frederick Eldridge Surrey Constabulary. Died 81 24 

January 1991. Served 1928-1933 with the Royal Navy before joining Guildford Borough Police in April 

1933 being promoted to sergeant in May 1944. In July 1946 he was seconded to the Control Commission 

in Germany returning to the Surrey Constabulary in April 1948. During his service was commended on 

numerous occasions for outstanding work and courage.  

 

  
 

Inspector Alfred James Everitt KPM for Gallantry. Surrey Constabulary Second World War Royal 

Navy. Died 26 October 1991 Salisbury aged 72. Joined the Surrey Constabulary August 1938 and served 

at Leatherhead and Dorking. In June 1941 he was awarded the King’s Police Medal for his conspicuous 

courage in affecting the arrest on top of a railway carriage at Dorking North Station of an armed soldier 

who attempted to shoot him at close range. 
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In August 1942 he was called for war service in the Royal Navy and served on convoy escort duties in 

the Atlantic and Far East being demobilised in August 1946. He re-joined the Surrey Constabulary and 

served at Dorking, Horsley and Buckland before being promoted sergeant on the Haslemere Section in 

June 1959. In August 1963 he was promoted Inspector at Farnham where on numerous occasions he 

acted as the chief inspector. He retired in December 1969. He will be remembered as a kindly active 

leader and an encourager of his younger members. He was a rugby player of considerable prowess and 

a referee. 

 

KPM for Gallantry 

 

Chief Inspector William [Bill] Ezzard Surrey Constabulary and served armed forces Second World 

War believed as a lieutenant, who retired from Camberley in the 60s. Was on duty in 1953 on aid to the 

Metropolitan Police stationed on The Mall, Coronation Day, with the Surrey Constabulary.  

 

Born 25 April 1909 Merrow, Guildford to parents Alice and William. 1937 lived Police Cottage, 

Chipstead Lane, Kingswood. 1939. Living in 1939 Thorn Bank, Guildford. William born 20 April 1909 

police officer Surrey Constabulary. Gladys born 14 September1909, unpaid domestic i.e., housewife! 

Died August 1990 Truro and ashes added to family grave, Church of St. John the Evangelist, Merrow. 

 

Regular Army Emergency Commissions; 2nd Lieutenant (War Substantive) British General List. 

Seniority Date: 17 March 1944. 1939-45 Star, France and Germany Star, Italy Star 1943/44 War Medal, 

1939-45 Defence Medal, Police Long Service Medal 

 
 

https://www.forces-war-records.co.uk/units/5281/general-list
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PC Geoffrey Alexander Farquhar Reigate Borough Police. Single man joined the Reigate Borough 

on the 5 June 1939 and was posted to the Redhill Division. Having been born on the 6 May 1917 in West 

Norwood 3 June 1943 called up for service, Corps of Military Police, sergeant in CMP No 14622745. 

Died aged 27, 22 November 1944 West Bromwich. Killed in a motoring accident whilst serving as a 

member of the Special Investigation Branch of the Military Police. 

 
From RMP Museum April 2023: After enlisting into General Service Corps, he transferred to Queen’s 

Own Royal West Kents. In Surrey in 1941, he married Yvonne Rosemary Lower (Eastbourne’s Carnival 

Queen in 1937).  

Extract from the Surrey Mirror, 1.12.1944 - Funeral Sergeant G A Farquhar, Funeral of Former Redhill, 

Police Officer at Horley. “The funeral of Sergeant Geoffrey Alexander Farquhar, whose widow is the 

daughter of Mr and Mrs Lower, of Eastbourne, took place on Monday at Horley. On November 22nd 

whilst riding a motorcycle in the course of his military duties in the Midlands, he crashed into an obelisk 

trying to avoid another vehicle and was killed.  

The son of the late Mr Henry A Farquhar and Mrs Farquhar of Lanscot, Wolverton Gardens, Horley 

who joined the Reigate Borough Police in May 1939 serving as Town Patrol Officer in Redhill Section 

until called for service in HM Forces in June, 1943. After passing through the Training Establishment, 

he transferred to the Corps of Military Police. where he rapidly reached the rank of Sergeant in the 

Special Investigation Branch and seemed faced with a promising military career. The funeral service 

was held at Horley Parish Church, followed by the internment at Horley cemetery. The Rev J C Laker 

(Vicar of Horley), officiated, gave a sympathetic address. The coffin was covered with the Union Jack 

and floral tributes from the widow, mother, brother-in-law and other near relatives. (There follows a 

long list of those attending the funeral) and Capt. Ripley, Lt Wood, CSM Parry (SIB, CMP, Western 

Command) and six of his comrades who acted as bearers.” 

Joined the Reigate Borough on the 5 June 1939 and was posted to the Redhill Division. Having been 

born on the 6 May 1917 in West Norwood he was the son of Henry and Mary Farquhar. When he joined 

the police, he was living at 62, Broxholme Road, West Norwood and was employed as a clerk at the 

London School of Motoring, Hampstead. 

The records show previous public service as “Surrey Constabulary 1 month and in the Metropolitan 

Police”. 

Service: 3 June 1940 second Grade, 26 March 1940. Passed ambulance exam 29 January 1941, 

congratulated by the CC and the Chairman of the Reigate bench for his action in the case of Police v 

Byers, drunkenness and assault on Police. 1 September 1941 Appointment confirmed as from 5 June 

1941. 27 October 1941 discipline for falsehood and prevarication fined £2. 
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5 June 1942 4th Grade 14 September 1942 Neglect of duty fined 10/- by the chief constable. 1 February 

1943 Transferred to Surrey Joint Police Force 3 June 1943 called up for service in HM Army 5 June 

1943 when a 5th Grade constable. 

PC William (Bill) Ferguson Surrey Constabulary Second World War stationed Guildford 1964 – 

captured believed France early stages of the war then POW for the duration. 

 

Police Sergeant Bertram Field RAF Navigator 1941-1945. 1939 joined Surrey Constabulary serving 

at Cobham and Farnham. 1945-1969 a variety of postings notably clerk sergeant at Guildford Divisional 

Office. 

 

Chief Superintendent AR “Roy” Fox Surrey Constabulary, Radar Technician Royal Air Force - 

discharged 1946. A long serving detective at different ranks. Also worked Audit Department at HQ. 

  

PC Eric Fox died 1972 age 46. Served in the Second World War in the Royal Navy and later Palestine 

Police. Joined Surrey Constabulary November 1948 
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Police Sergeant Bert Fullbrook Surrey Constabulary and Second World War (see medals). Long 

Service Medal 1974 

 

Superintendent Bertram (Bert) Michael Wallace Futter died February 1988 age 64. He joined the 

Reigate Borough Police as a Junior Police Clerk in November 1941 before being called to war service 

with the RAF as a Radio/Navigator from April 1943 to February 1947 when he joined the Surrey 

Constabulary. He followed a diverse career within the force including detective duties and sub divisional 

commander at Redhill and Guildford. Married Inspector Jenny Mathewson. 

 

 

PC 62 Harry Gardiner Guildford Borough Police later Surrey Constabulary, joined Grenadier Guards 

1935 served four years.  Recalled to the Colours 1939 along with J Woodford, Brooker, Barber, and A 

Gilbert. Served Guards Armoured training wing at Pirbright later a wireless instructor. Demobbed June 

1945 to the Surrey Constabulary Guildford Division as PC476. Retired 1964 
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Detective Constable Ernie Garner RAF 1943-1946 Warrant Officer Air Gunner, Lancasters with No 

75 New Zealand Squadron and No 15 Squadron. Flew 27 Operations mostly over Germany including 

Berlin. Was a DC at Addlestone. 

 

PC Frederick Albert Gibbons. Died aged 67 1986 former member Grenadier Guards December 1939 

until May 1946 obtaining rank of sergeant. Joined Surrey Constabulary Feb 1947. 

 

PC 58 A Gilbert Guildford Borough Police born 1917 joined Borough 20 May 1939 nickname Swanny!  

Volunteered for the RAFVR in June/July 1942 served in bomber command as a sergeant pilot stationed 

at Brize Norton, Benson and Eastchurch flying mosquitoes. Demobbed November 1945 joining Surrey 

Joint Constabulary, later Surrey Constabulary.   
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PC James Gill Royal Military Police No 295084 1935-1950. Enlisted into the Household Cavalry on 

25 September 1935 – transferred to the Corps of Military Police on 20 September 1943 served in the 

Middle East. Discharged from the Royal Military Police on 14 August 1950 then joined Surrey 

Constabulary. Served at Woking, Godalming, Cranleigh and returned to Godalming in 1973. Retired 

1975 Godalming. 

 

Police Sergeant 241 Jim Goldhawk Surrey Constabulary Second World War armed forces. Acting 

Colour Sgt Thomas James Goldhawk, No 14255454 who transferred from Royal Artillery (Field 

Branch). Served in Vulnerable Points Wing – discharged on 10 September 1946 - re-enlisted into 

Strategic Reserve on 18 September 1951 No 22780608. Served CSM Royal Military Police post war 

Territorial Army. Served Camberley 1950s. 
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PC 35 Leonard John Gould Surrey Constabulary, 1 March 1944 Trooper No 46th Royal Tank 

Regiment, R.A.C died age 28. PC Gould died from his wounds whilst in enemy hands, central 

Mediterranean theatre of war. Wife Margery was a WPC in Surrey Constabulary. 

 

The son of Sidney and Evelyn Gould and the husband of Marjorie Gould, of Byfleet, Surrey. He is buried 

in the Rome War Cemetery. PC Gould joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 7 July 1936 being sworn 

in Guildford on the 17th July. He was 21, 5 feet 10 ¾ inches tall with fresh complexion, brown hair and 

light grey eyes. He was born in Hascombe and was a farmer’s son from Peace Farm, Hascombe where 

S J Gould employed him. He had parents, brothers and sisters living in Hascombe. 

 

22 April 1944 posted missing in the central Mediterranean Theatre of War whilst serving with the Royal 

Tank Regiment. 26 July 1944 Letter from OIC Records Royal Armoured Corps states “Gould died in 

enemy hands as a result of wounds on 1 March 1944.” 

 

Service: 11 January 1937 from Woking to Dorking 25 September 1937 from Dorking to Holmwood 15 

November 1937 Holmwood to Caterham 4 April 1938 Caterham to Camberley. 11 February 1938 

Camberley to Woking 10 July 1939 Woking to Esher 15 January 1940 Esher to Woking 20 August 1942 

Woking to the Army. 

 

 
Mrs Margery Gould – widow of Leonard  

 

Inspector John Griffiths served Royal Navy in the Mediterranean 1943-1946 on ships including HMS 

Blenheim and the destroyer HMS Tucson. Joined Surrey Constabulary 1946. Retired 1976 from 

Leatherhead and joined police staff. 

 

DC Peter Hall Parachute Regiment RSM, dropped on D-Day and at Arnhem. Served as a DC at Woking. 
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Chief Superintendent Sidney L Harman Surrey Constabulary 1st and 2nd Battalions Queen’s Royal 

Regiment 1937-1949. 1st and 2nd Battalions Queen’s Royal Regiment 1937-1949 with service in 

Belgium, Holland, Germany, India and Japan leaving with the rank of Drum Major 

 

1952 detective sergeant Walton on Thames, 1956 uniform inspector then after six months returned to 

CID, 1967 detective chief inspector Woking, 1970 superintendent Reigate sub-division, chief 

superintendent Dorking in 1974, retired 1975/76 replaced by David Eades. 

 

 
 

PC 36 Aubrey Charles Harris Guildford Borough Police, Sergeant (Bomb Aimer) RAFVR 90 

Squadron. Killed aged 30, 25 June 1943. PC Harris was the son of Major Charles Basil Harris, Royal 

Artillery, and Gertrude Ann Harris, husband of Melissa Alexandra Harris, of Onslow Village, Guildford. 

He had been a member of Guildford Borough Police. Buried in Haasrode Churchyard, Brussels. 

 

PC Harris was born on the 30 December 1912 in St Helier, Jersey joining the police in Guildford 

Borough on the 30 July 1932 when he was 20. He was sworn in the Guildhall on the 5 August 1932. 

When joining he was single and a clerk living in 19 Hillsborough Road, Luton 
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Police Sergeant 63 Sidney Harris Surrey Constabulary and RAF post Second World War 1947 – 

navigator/wireless operator on Mosquito but his rank is not known. Served Bagshot and Woking. Retired 

road safety sergeant at Woking. 

 

 

Police Constables Harris Reigate Borough Police. Second World War given permission by the chief 

constable to enlist. 

Assistant Chief Constable Ron Harvey Surrey Constabulary, Hertfordshire Constabulary, 

Metropolitan Police, Assistant HMI joined from Royal Navy. Served Reigate, Weybridge, Guildford 

and Dorking as well as the Regional Crime Squad at Scotland Yard. 1962-1964. 

 

Superintendent Alfred B. Hay served as a Guardsman in the Scots Guards from 1941 to 1947, for the 

most part in the Middle East, Tunisia and Italy. Served in a variety of roles including DS at Guildford 

retiring as Superintendent Reigate. Photo with Mrs Hay 2007 
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Police Sergeant Douglas Reginald Hayball Guildford Borough Police and Surrey Constabulary. 

Served Second World War, Highland Light Infantry, officer cadet Indian Army, later 3rd Madras 

Regiment emergency commission 1943 -1945.Rank not known. Served in Guildford and at one time 

Training at HQ.  After retirement became a vicar. Was born in Portsmouth1 July 1918 

  

PC Walter Heap Surrey Constabulary and War Service (see medals) Redhill. Served as a PC at Horley 

in 1955 and at Redhill until 1970s. 

 
 

PC Cyril V Hearn BEM Military Police NCO SIB.  Served in Middle East and published a book "Desert 

Assignment".  Served at Egham. Published a book on the police serialised in a national Sunday 

newspaper much to the consternation of Herman Rutherford and the Standing Joint Committee who 

attempted to block its publication. Served northern division. Said to be the most decorated policeman 

from the Second World War. 

 

 

Hearn, C. (1964). With Royal Military Police Special Investigation Branch in North Africa & Italy 

during WWII. London: The Adventurers Club. 
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From a policeman extraordinary and one of England's most decorated men, C.V. Hearn, here is a racy 

account and graphic portrayal of the thrilling stories of wartime crime, when the author was a member 

of the Army's Special Investigation Branch. Of the many battlegrounds of WWII none gripped the 

British public's imagination as strongly as North Africa. In this fast-moving story of a fast-moving, fluid 

war, the author has chosen the more exotic, the more bizarre and the more un-English types of crime 

committed abroad. Desert Assignment bristles with exciting incident involving murderers, arms 

traffickers, drug peddlers, espionage, dope, vice and intrigue on a grand style. C.V. Hearn was known 

as a tough, plain-speaking policeman, who upheld the traditions of law and order, honestly and 

impartially. He pulled no punches in his work and pulls none in this book. The qualities of British 

policemen are well known throughout the world - quiet, helpful, efficient, stolid, and calm in the face of 

chaos, with the ability to make big decisions when the occasion demands. Instead, Hearn became a tough 

and ruthless breaker of international gangs and excelled as a fast-shooting law enforcement officer, allied 

with a Cockney wit, a determined spirit and a profound respect for British justice and police methods. 

Appropriately, he dedicates this book to policemen everywhere. 

 

From the RMP Museum April 2023: Cyril Victor Hearn. Served as Sergeant in Corps of Military 

Police SIB 67 Section No 6769162. The author of “Foreign Assignment” detailing his time in Italy. He 

mentored the young George Churchill-Coleman (also serving in the RMP and later the civil police). He 

also wrote “A duty to the public – a frank assessment of today’s Police Force.” His medal entitlement is 

somewhat exaggerated – most appear to be Italian orders of chivalry which he would not be entitled to 

wear in British military uniform.  BEM awarded on 20 September 1945 (LG Issue 37274 p 4674) 

Regimental number on citation reads 6769169. Italy.  

Citation for BEM. The above-named NCO has, over a long period, continually distinguished himself by 

his high sense of duty, perseverance, and hard work, showing a great degree of bravery under difficult 

and unusual circumstances. His cheerful character, together with the above remarks, have inspired other 

members of this section, and has led to the arrest of many dangerous criminals, both Service personnel 

and civilians. In my opinion, he merits and award of the BEM. One example of his work in the Special 

Investigation Branch is as follows: Many offences had been committed by a gang of armed deserter-

thieves in this Area during the later months of 1944 and it became know that certain deserters, well 

known to this Section, were responsible. Extensive enquiries were made and certain plans adopted. On 

28 November 1944, two members of this gang were arrested. They were armed with Italian pistols. The 

known ringleader and other members of his gang were still at large. On 5 December1944., information 

was received that these men were in a public square in Bari. Sgt Hearn and two other SIB men, 

accompanied by a CMP Patrol went to this square. The CMP Patrol could not be actively employed in 

the search for the deserters because of their conspicuous dress and were told to watch the movements of 

the SIB men. Sgt Hearn and the other two SIB men then went into the crowded square and commenced 

to look for the deserters. It was well known that they would be armed and they would resist arrest. As 

he neared four men (three British deserters and an Italian criminal) they opened fire with automatic 

pistols and ran quickly away, firing at the Sgt and other SIB men as they did so, but without hitting them. 

Sgt Hearn chased two of the men towards the CMP patrol. On seeing the patrol one of the two men (the 

ringleader) opened fire on them. A CMP Cpl returned the fire and shot the deserter, who was then 

arrested. Sgt Hearn continued after the other man and eventually arrested him. The remaining two 

deserters escaped in the large crowd that gathered, but good work by Sgt Hearn led to their arrest the 
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following day. Subsequent on this incident, Sgt Hearn brought about the arrest of no less than 24 Italians 

who were charged with being concerned with the deserters in larceny and receiving stolen property. 

Property to the value of over £4,000 (W D vehicles etc) was recovered against the ringleader alone. It is 

considered that the arrest of this gang had a great deterrent effect on other less dangerous deserters who 

might then have been in this Area and the good work of Sgt Hearn enabled this Section to concentrate 

on other pressing work. Recommended by: DAPM 62 SIS. Maj APM HQ 54 Area. Brigadier Comd 54 

Area. Maj Gen Comd 3 District. National Archive WO 373/73. 

Junior Police Clerk Arthur Heming Surrey Constabulary 7 December 1944, Sub-Lieutenant (A) 763 

Squadron Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve age 19. HMS Nightjar was the Operational Training Unit 

for the Fleet Air Arm. Here, new aircrew would learn about deck landings. 'Missing, presumed killed'; 

probably aircraft went down into the sea. Aged just 19 when he died, he was the son of Arthur 

Reginald and Dorothy Heming, of Epsom. He is remembered on the Lee-On-Solent Memorial  

 
HMS Nightjar was the Operational Training Unit for the Fleet Air Arm. Here, new aircrew would learn 

about deck landings etc. Examination of the CWGC website showed that Heming's forename was 

Arthur.  

  

Casualty Lists of the Royal Navy and Dominion Navies, World War 2 under 7 December 1944 is this 

entry: 

  

FAA, 763 Sqn, Nightjar, air crash 

CALLANDER, William W, Ty/Act/Sub Lieutenant (A), RNVR, MPK  

HEMING, Arthur, Ty/Act/Sub Lieutenant (A), RNVR, MPK  

WESTCOTT, Norman, Ty/Leading Airman, FAA/FX 605264, MPK  

  

MPK means 'missing, presumed killed' and probably their aircraft went down into the sea. 29 

 

PC William “Ray” Hemmant joined the Army as a “boy soldier” in the mid 1930s. He trained as a 

Gunner and then an artificer (repairing the guns whilst in action). He served with both the Artillery and 

with 3 Regiment Royal Horse Artillery.  He saw action in both the desert and Europe until the end of 

the war. He got to France on D+3. He stayed in the army for a few years after and I believe he joined 

Surrey Police in the early to mid 50’s. His collar number was 444. Son Nick Hemmant is a retired Surrey 

Police DS. Photo of Ray aged 84 taken in May 2008 at the closing down event at Addlestone police 

station. He arrived on his bike! 

 
29 Mike Atkinson [mike.atkinson@fairadsl.co.uk] 
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PC Leonard Henderson Surrey Constabulary and Second World War from medal ribbons. Long 

Service Medal 1974 

 

   
 

PC 202 Edward Alfred (Ted) Hines Surrey Constabulary, 19 February 1945, RAF: Killed on service 

with the RAF in a flying accident as Aircraftsman 2nd Class (Pilot U/T) Royal Air Force Volunteer 

Reserve. PC Hines was age 29. Buried in Bulawayo (Athlone) Cemetery. PC Hines joined the Surrey 

Constabulary on the 28 January 1940 being sworn on the 2 February 1940 aged 24 having been born in 

Croydon. He was 5 feet 10 inches tall with a pale complexion dark brown hair and hazel eyes. His trade 

was tile fixer working for Walkers (Tooling) Ltd., Beddington Lane Croydon and was living at 123 

Alexandra Road, Croydon. 

 
He was posted to York Town on the 16 March 1940 and from there, on the 28 June 1943 he left to join 

the RAF having been de-reserved on the 1 July 1942. 

 

Superintendent Denis Hughes joined the Metropolitan Police following service in the Royal Navy 

1944 -1947 transferring to the Surrey Constabulary in 1951. He served in a variety of roles including an 

instructor at Sandgate and as a chief inspector on Traffic. On retirement he became a vicar. 
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PC Harold Herbert Hughes died Redhill hospital 6 April 1991 age 73. Joined Surrey Constabulary 

September 1939 and served Woking and Chertsey before war service in the Royal Tank Regiment being 

demobilised in September 1945. He served at Chobham, Virginia Water, Dunsfold and Redhill where 

for many years he was one of the old-time station officers. He moved to HQ Control Room in March 

1963 retiring in September 1964. 

 

PC 332 Fred Hodder. Joined the army in 1941 age 20, Fred was still serving in the RASC when first 

interviewed for a position in the Surrey Constabulary – this was in an office above a bakery in Salonika 

Greece. Served in the army in Italy at Monte Casino attached to an ambulance unit. He returned from 

active service he married and lived in Addlestone until the 27 December 1946 when he joined the Surrey 

Constabulary having a full career with a number of stations including Addlestone.  

 

PS Victor Holman RAF officer and navigator who served in WWII, retired as a sergeant at Byfleet.  

Possibly in l963 he took employment as court usher in Farnham.  He was a jovial character and a very 

competent police officer.  At night his forte was to put you in awe whilst standing at a point, describing 

all the stars, etc., he had had to learn when bomber aircraft instruments could not be relied upon to 

navigate home. 
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PC Brian Hooker Surrey Constabulary and Second World War. From 1943 saw active service as a 

warrant officer/air navigator RAF 550 Squadron Lancasters. Demobilised February 1947 and joined the 

Surrey Constabulary in August 1948. Served mostly on Northern Division. 

 

Police Sergeant 372 Harry Hoyle Coldstream Guards and served as a LCpl in the Corps of Military 

Police No 2656240 as a member of 110 Provost Company. Wounded France and evacuated through 

Dunkerque.  

Born Newcastle Upon Tyne 13 June 1915 and on 2 January 1934 enlisted Coldstream Guards 2656248. 

Served 3rd Battalion Egypt and Palestine. 23 October 1937 transferred to Reserves joined Surrey 

Constabulary PC372 posted to Woking.  Served in a number of roles and stations during his service. 

2 December 1939 Recalled to Colours 

3 January 1940 Transferred to Corps of Military Police Provost Co Exeter 

29 March 1940  To France with BEF  

25 May 1940 Wounded in Stuka attack on command post in Belgium and brought to England 

by hospital ship and transferred to Weston Super Mare hospital.  

26 October 1940 Resumed duties – posted the Keogh Barracks, Mychett as drill and small arms 

instructor next month promoted sergeant. 

18 September 1945 Demobbed re-joined Surrey Constabulary at Egham. 

On re-joining the police served mostly in the east of the county. Retired April 1968 and died aged 90 

September 2005.  

Medals General Service (Palestine) 

 1939/1945 Star 1939,1945 War Medal 

 The Defence Medal 

 

 

PC Edgar Wallace (Garry) Hyldon Surrey Constabulary 1949-1975 after ten years in the Coldstream 

Guards where he served as Company Quartermaster Sergeant weapons training instructor. He served at 
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Caterham, Bagshot and for twelve years at Wood Street then Guildford on J35 the Hillman Husky crime 

car. A native of Tetney, Lincolnshire, he joined the Coldstream Guards to be posted to Caterham. Before 

Second World War, he was a weapons instructor at the Guards Depot, Caterham.  He was seconded to 

the 8th Army, served in North Africa, Sicily and Italy, ending up at the battle of Monte 

Casino.  Following demob, he joined the Railway Police and the transferred to Surrey Constabulary. 

One of the original snipers for Surrey Constabulary firearms team. Father-in-law of former Chief 

Superintendent Tony Forward. 

  

 

 1939-45 Medal, Africa Star, Italy Star, Defence Medal, War Medal, 1937 Coronation 

Medal, Police Long Service and Good Conduct Medal 

 

Chief Superintendent John Irvin Surrey Constabulary, superintendent Dorking mid 1960s. RAF 

navigator on Mosquitoes rank not known. 

 

Police Sergeant Arthur WG Isted died 19 March 1976 aged 56. Joined Surrey Constabulary 1939 and 

served at Leatherhead before in 1942 went into RAD (sic possibly RAF) and later the Army. Returning 

to Surrey Constabulary 1946 to Weybridge. He was promoted sergeant in May 1955 and moved to 

Horley. He retired in 1966. 
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Chief Superintendent Maurice Jackman Surrey Constabulary. RAFVR Warrant Officer 207 

Squadron 5 Group Bomber Command as an air gunner Sterling and Wellington bombers 1941-1947.  

Joined Surrey Constabulary December 1947 served Weybridge, Godalming. 1958 promoted detective 

sergeant at Guildford. Six months at Police Staff College. Training Department HQ 1963. Inspector in 

charge of Redhill until January 1965 promoted chief inspector taking charge of Chertsey/Egham sub-

division. 1969 Superintendent Guildford. May 1970 chief superintendent Woking. 

  

Superintendent Jempson was a wartime pilot in the RAF rank not know. Superintendent Woking. May 

have been awarded DFC. 

  

Police Sergeant “Jammy” Jenkins Reigate Borough Police later Surrey Constabulary. RAF air crew 

trained South Africa. 

 

Role in aircrew unknown 

Chief Inspector Norman Jesty retired March 1973. Following war service in the Royal Navy, August 

1942 to May 1946 off North Africa, Sicily, Normandy. He joined the Surrey Constabulary in 1956 

transferring to HQ Traffic Department in 1949 working at Dorking for five years. In 1954 he was 

promoted sergeant at Burpham Traffic Centre. After six years he moved to Chertsey Traffic where he 

remained until 1965. He was promoted in 1965 to uniform inspector at Godalming. April to November 

1970 Road Survey Inspector and 1970 promotion to chief inspector at Godstone Traffic. 
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Police Constable Colin Arthur Keen M.B.E., M.C Reigate Borough Police Second World War given 

permission by the Chief Constable to enlist. Colin was born 13th January 1913 at Horsham. 

 

Surrey Mirror 8th May 1936- Reigate News- Colin Arthur Keen was appointed a probationer in the police 

force. 1939 register has him living at Blackborough Road Reigate, single, a police constable at Reigate 

and regular army reserve 2nd Grenadier Guards L/Corporal no 2614531 

 

June 1941 C A Keen was a 2nd Lieutenant in Royal Regiment of Artillery. London Gazette February 

1943 Appointments to emergency commissions in the Indian Army for Service in the I.A.O.C. (Indian 

Army Ordnance Corps?) as ordnance mechanical engineers – To be Lieutenant - Colin Arthur Keen 29th 

Oct 1942 with seniority from 29 Sept 1937. 

 

In April 1951 he left Southampton on ship ‘Chusan’ bound for Bombay – his last address in England 

being 2 Cambridge Road Horsham and his occupation an electrical engineer. He is listed on the electoral 

register for this address in 1951/1952.  May 1954, he left Bombay aboard the ‘Arcadia’ bound for 

London, his proposed address in England being Cambridge Road, Horsham and his occupation an 

engineer  

 

Surrey Mirror 27th August 1954- Ex-Chief Constable’s daughter weds former police officer- The 

daughter of the last Chief Constable of Reigate was the bride and a former local police officer the 

bridegroom at a wedding which took place at Reigate Registry office. Miss Hilda Doreen Beacher was 

married to Major Colin A Keen M.B.E., M.C. of Calcutta who served four years before the war as a 

constable in what was then Reigate Borough Constabulary. Earlier in his career the bridegroom was in 

the 2 Battalion Grenadier Guards and at the beginning of the 1939-45 war he joined the Royal Artillery. 

Later he received a commission and was transferred to REME being demobilized in 1946 with the rank 

of major. Since then, he has held an appointment under the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation and is 

at present home on leave. 

 

November 1954, he left England on ship ‘Strathnaver’ for Bombay- his last address in England being 

20 Monks Way Reigate   

 

In 1956 Colin and Hilda left Bombay aboard the Stratheden on route to Tilbury with their intended 

country of residence being England and their intended address ‘Wynways’ 16 Monks Walk, Reigate. He 

was an electrical and mechanical engineer. Colin Arthur Keen died 5th April 1969 at Dorking and was 
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buried at Hills Cemetery Horsham with probate 19th September 1969, home address 2 Cambridge Road 

Horsham, effects £5213. Hilda died in 2006 aged 86 and is also buried at Hills Cemetery. 

 

   

 

 

Jones “Taffy former Guardsman later resigned from Surrey Constabulary and moved to Australia. 

PC Jock Kelly Surrey Constabulary believed served Second World War who on retirement became the 

divisional mechanic at Oxted. (A job he was undertaking as a serving PC.) 

Superintendent Robert P Kimm DFM RAF Second World War 156 Squadron – Pathfinder. In 

February 1942, 156 Squadron reformed at RAF Alconbury in Huntingdonshire as a medium bomber 

squadron equipped with Wellingtons and operated under 3 Group. A few months later when the 

Pathfinder Force formed in August 1942, No 156 was one of the four squadrons selected to form the 

nucleus of the new force, with the object of securing more concentrated and effective bombing by 

marking targets with incendiary bombs and flares dropped from aircraft flown by experienced crew and 

using the latest navigational equipment. It remained with the Pathfinder Force for the rest of the 

European war and, still flying Wellingtons at first and then Lancasters, played a major part in Bomber 

Command’s Offensive. In over a span of 38 months of operations it dropped 16,017 tons of bombs and 

lost 45 Wellingtons and 117 Lancasters. 

 

When it had finished operations against Germany, No 156 marked the dropping zone at Rotterdam and 

The Hague for the bombers engaged in dropping food supplies to the starving Dutch people, also 

repatriated British ex- P.O.W.’s to Great Britain and transported British troops from Italy to Great Britain 

also dropped unwanted incendiary bombs into the sea. The squadron disbanded in September 1945. 
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RAF role on aircraft unknown. Pathfinder’s Badge worn on the left breast. 

 

Police Sergeant Robert (Bob) Ling Dog Section Surrey Constabulary and RAF Second World War. 

From inspector the late Stan Wood: Bob Ling died 7 April 2015 age 89. Joined the Surrey Constabulary 

around 1946 after serving in the later part of World War Two. He had just qualified in Bomber Command 

as the war ended. After only a few years as a Beat Constable he was recruited into the newly formed 

Police Dog Section and was in one of Sergeant Harry Derbyshire’s first dog course’s which was 

held before the move to Mount Browne.  Bob was a highly successful dog handler and with his 

Doberman Pinscher bitch, Mounbrowne Karin, (was the first Doberman in the country to be made a 

working trials champion. This was in the early 1950’s when the Surrey dogs competed seriously in 

Kennel Club working trials before the days of national police dog trials. 

 

In 1959 on the retirement of Sergeant Derbyshire, Bob was appointed as the force dog sergeant.  He was 

in charge of all police dog training in Surrey, plus being in charge of the dog training school which at 

that time was responsible for training police dogs for many constabularies not only in the south east but 

nationwide. In 1963 he judged at the very first competitive National Police Dog Trial.  This was the year 

that Regional Police Dog Trials were introduced, and he organized at Mount Browne the No.5 District 

Trials for 1963 and 1964 

 

Ling lived in the Police House, Waverley Road, Bagshot in Late 50s.  

 

  
Bomber Command air crew rank and role are not know. 

 

As head of a dog training school, he was a member of the Home Office Committee on Police Dogs 

(Training Sub Committee) and was responsible for the writing of the breeding chapter in the first Home 
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Office Police Dog Training Manual produced about 1962. In 1965 he went to British Guiana to help 

form a dog section.  Unfortunately, whilst he was away, he resigned from the force. His departure left a 

huge hole in the dog section, and he was sorely missed.   

 

Inspector Harry Lee, Royal Sussex Regiment, Second World War served 29 years Surrey Constabulary 

until 1975 when he retired from Godalming. Promoted sergeant 1962 and inspector in 1966 having 

served at Guildford, Woking, Farnham and Godalming. Harry was born in Newhaven in Sussex on 16th 

December 1924 and moved to a village just outside Brighton called Rottingdean with his family when 

he was two.  His parents ran a pub there called the Queen Victoria, affectionately known as the ‘hole in 

the wall’ because of the alley that ran alongside it. 

 

During WWII, Harry joined the Army aged 17 transferring to the Royal Navy when18.  He served on 

board the Hunt Class destroyer, HMS Catterick where he worked in signalling and communications.  He 

spent much time in the Mediterranean and Aegean Seas, and was involved in the battle for Lavitha, a 

small Greek island. 

 

After the war Harry joined the Surrey Constabulary, where he met his wife Mac.  He became the village 

policeman in Tongham and was subsequently promoted to sergeant and moved with his wife and three 

children to Woking.  Harry was later promoted to inspector in Godalming. He retired from the police 

aged 51 but moved to a civilian post in CID where he was office manager at both Guildford and 

Godalming until he fully retired aged 65. 

  

HMS Catterick 

Jack Lemon former Royal Navy – later resigned from Weybridge. 

Police Sergeant 75 George Lock joined the Surrey Constabulary in 1946 and, looking at his medals, 

after military service. He served at Woking and for many years was rural sergeant at Ripley. Good 

cricketer.   Ran the annual Police Ball at The Talbot in Ripley. 
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Police Sergeant 76 Frederick Longhurst Second World War and Surrey Constabulary. Retired August 

1976 from Addlestone. 

 

Chief Inspector Edgar John Lowman: Medal ribbons 1954 show military service. Known in the 

force as ‘Big John’ because at 6ft 8in tall he was Surrey’s tallest police officer. Mr John Lowman died 

on the railway line near Bagshot on October 2, 1970, age 57. He retired from the Surrey Constabulary 

October 1969.                                        

 

 

Police Sergeant John Henry Lund served Royal Artillery for six years during which time he was 

engaged on operations on the Northwest Frontier of India. He joined the Surrey Constabulary in August 

1938 serving at Woking and Addlestone. He was called up in the Military Police in December 1939. In 

June 1940 he was involved in the evacuation of St Valery en Caux, Normandy where he was taken 

prisoner. He spent the rest of the war as a prisoner suffering harrowing times.  Demobilised in November 

1945 he re-joined the Surrey Constabulary serving Buckland, Egham and Salfords also undertaking CID 

duties. Promoted sergeant at Godalming in March 1958 remaining there until his retirement in 1967. 

 

Police Sergeant 354 Victor Blakemore Mansell Surrey Constabulary and Second World War. Retired 

as a Police Sergeant at Camberley. He also worked Frimley late 1950s early 1960s as sergeant. 
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Police Sergeant James Maquire retired 31 January 1973 joining the Surrey Constabulary in 1955 from 

Newcastle Upon Tyne. Promoted sergeant 1963 stationed at Guildford and Walton on the beat and CID. 

Medal ribbons indicate Second World War military service. (Name spelling is thought to be correct). 

 

PC Harvey Martin Surrey Constabulary and believed served Second World War after which was based 

at Reigate and Windlesham. 

ACC John Maskell 1938 Surrey Constabulary first a Junior Police Cadet for two years died 13 March 

2006 aged 85. After serving three years as a constable, he joined the army, undergoing officer training 

in the Armoured Corps before deployment as a 2nd Lieutenant with the Middlesex Regiment. In August 

1944 John landed on the Mulberry harbour anchored off the beaches of Normandy and became involved 

in heavy fighting including in the Ardennes. After the war he joined the Royal Military Police and was 

posted to Somalia.  Re-joined the Surrey Constabulary in 1946 and was appointed assistant chief 

constable in 1967. In 1975 John was appointed deputy commandant at the Police Staff College, 

Bramshill and Dean of Police Studies.  

  

 

Junior Police Clerk Cecil Arthur Maskell Surrey Constabulary, Sergeant (Nav.)  Royal Air Force 

Volunteer Reserve No166 Squadron. Died age 20, 20 October 1943. He died over Berlin, the son of 

Charles John and Elizabeth Maude Maskell, of Guildford, Surrey. He is buried in the Berlin 1939-1945 

War Cemetery. Cecil was the brother of John Maskell former ACC Surrey Constabulary. 
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Chief Constable Sir Peter Matthews RAF Bomber Command pilot. In 1937 he joined the Metropolitan 

Police, but during the Second World War was commissioned into the RAF in 1942 and flew as a pilot 

until demobilisation in 1946 with the rank of flight-lieutenant. He then returned to the Metropolitan 

Police to continue his career, rising to chief inspector in the early 1950s, and chief instructor at the 

Metropolitan Police Dog Training Establishment at Keston, Kent. Around that time he was seconded to 

the Cyprus Police, with a team of policemen and a pack of Alsatian dogs, with the task of detecting 

buried arms and ammunition during the EOKA crisis of 1955. 

 

On his return to England, he was appointed chief superintendent in charge of "P" Division, with 

headquarters at Catford. In 1965 he became chief constable of East Suffolk, and briefly continued 

as chief constable of Suffolk when the East Suffolk force merged with the West Suffolk and Ipswich 

forces in 1967 to create a single county constabulary. 

In 1968 he was appointed chief constable of Surrey, a position he held until his retirement in 1982. 

During that time he took over as head of Operation Countryman, a major investigation into police 

corruption in the Metropolitan Police, from Assistant Chief Constable Leonard Burt of the Dorset 

Constabulary. 

 

PC R Matthews Guildford Borough Police and Surrey Constabulary served Second World War from 

being recalled to the Colours in 1939, with Grenadier Guards in Guards Armoured. Served right through 

the war and was demobbed from Germany and re-joined the Borough.  

 
 

Superintendent Archibald John Maxwell Scots Guards 1943-1947. Joined Surrey Constabulary 1947. 

After service at Walton on Thames, Woking and Horsley before coming the village constable at Nutfield 

and Bletchingly 1955-1960. after service at Walton on Thames, Woking and Horsley. Promoted sergeant 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metropolitan_Police
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metropolitan_Police
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus_Police
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EOKA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_Constable_of_Suffolk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_Constable_of_Surrey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Countryman
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serving at Dorking moving to Egham in 1965 as inspector. 1968 chief inspector Guildford.  

Superintendent Guildford Division. Brother of PC Gordon Maxwell HQ General Office 1967-9 

 
 

Detective Sergeant John (Jock) McLaclan Surrey Constabulary believed served Second World War. 

Worked Dorking, Leatherhead, Woking and other parts of the county as a long serving detective. 

 
 

Police Sergeant A Mead Oxted 1952 – medal ribbons  

 
 

Inspector Herbert Charles Mead Surrey Constabulary and RAFVR. Enlisted in Euston after 

December 1941, he joined the Royal Air Force, Service No 1803831. Pilot Officer navigator 

commissioned from warrant officer 3 March 1945. Occupation when enlisted police constable at 

Leatherhead. Died December 1957. When walking to work in Godalming he became unwell, collapsed 

at the police station and was taken home where he died from a coronary thrombosis two hours later. A 

member of the Force swimming team. 
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PC 350 Clive “Nibbs” Millward, Surrey Constabulary 25 April 1943, RAF: Flying Officer in the Royal 

Air Force Volunteer Reserve on No 241 Squadron flying Hurricane IIC HV732 over North Africa. He 

was aged 32 when he died the son of Harry and Mary Jane Millward, husband of Joyce Hettie Millward, 

of Sheet, Hampshire. He is remembered on the Malta Memorial. He was a Hurricane pilot. 

 
 

On the 25 April 1943 Flying Officer Millward was in Hurricane IIC HV732. He failed to return when 

he was one of 12 Hurricane/bombers that took off at 0815 (presumably from their main base at Souk-el-

Khemis) for a ground attack mission against field guns at Sidi Msir Station, ahead of the advancing 

Americans almost certainly in the push for Tunis. (Malcolm Barrass 'Air of Authority') He was presumed 

dead on the 5 November 1943. 

 

PC Millward was appointed in the Surrey Constabulary on the 6th June 1937 and sworn in on the 11th 

June at Guildford having been and insurance clerk living at 128, King Charles Road, Surbiton where his 

mother lived. He was 25 and single when he joined having been born in Calcutta. PC Millward had 

previous military service in the Middlesex Yeomanry and in the Corps of Signals. He was described as 

being 6 feet 2 inches tall with a fresh complexion, brown hair and grey eyes. 

 

Police Service: 12 June 1937 St George’s Hill, 25 October 1939 St George’s Hill to Dorking. 21 June 

1941 joined the RAF with the chief constable’s consent. 

 

Inspector Bob Mitchell (PC566) Royal Navy, Second World War 1943-1945. Joined Surrey 

Constabulary from Scotland in 1949.  He served at Guildford and Godalming as a constable, a sergeant 

at Weybridge and Camberley and DS at Woking where he was promoted inspector. Retired 1977 as road 

safety inspector. 
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PC 321 Ronald Morrish Surrey Constabulary, 6 November 1943, RAF: Flying Officer (Nav.) Royal 

Air Force Volunteer Reserve with No. 138 (Special Duties) Squadron age 23. Special Operations 

Executive Operation Tom 6 and set course for France. Crashed near Liesse, 9½ miles north-east of Laon. 

He was reported missing on air operations during the night of the 6/7 November 1943 and the RAF 

presumed his death on the 16 May 1945. Aged 23 when he died, PC Morrish was the son of Alfred John 

and Daisy Morrish. He is buried in the Liesse Communal Cemetery, France. 

 
  

PC Morrish joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 5th February 1939 and was sworn on the 10th February 

at Guildford when he was 19 having been born in East Plumstead. His height was 5 Feet 11 ½ inches, 

with a fresh complexion light brown hair and dark grey eyes. PC Morrish had been a clerk before he 

joined living at Palcham, Brighton. Service: 11 February 1939 Oxted, 11 November 1940 Oxted to 

Weybridge, 11 August 1941 Joined the RAF 

 

Detective Sergeant Barnet (Barney) George Frederick Mousley Surrey Constabulary and possible 

armed forces Second World War. Served Camberley 1959-1965. Barney Mousley born 5th April 1913 

Wirral Cheshire.1937 living Townend St., Godalming, 1938 Beechwood Rd Caterham, 1939 8 St Clair 

Bliss Oxted, a police officer Surrey Constabulary also living there Muriel Mankelow who he married in 

1947.His career in the police throughout the war years can be followed with newspaper articles and his 

addresses via electoral register. In 1962 he was living at Frimley Road Camberley. Surrey Ad 28 Feb 

1969 has a photo of Mr. J A McKay, inspector of Constabulary visiting Surrey with the Chief Constable, 

Peter Matthews and Mr. B Mousley formerly a detective Sergeant at Camberley. He died June 1995 

Surrey North Western registration area. 

 

  
 

PC 235 Joseph Ronald Muncaster Surrey Constabulary, 4 October 1944, Gunner 17 Field Regt. Royal 

Artillery Died age 28 killed in Italy as a result of a battle accident PC Muncaster was buried in the 

Santerno Valley War Cemetery.  

 

PC Muncaster joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 19 March 1939 and was sworn on the 24 March in 

Guildford. He had previous service in the Lancashire Constabulary from 5 April 1937 to 27 December 

1938. He was 23 in 1939 having been born in Preston and was described as being 5 feet 10 inches tall, 

fresh complexion, brown hair and grey eyes. He had been a motor driver by trade and lived in 2 Park 
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Road, Lancashire. Service: 20 March 1939 Godalming 1 January 1940 Godalming to Englefield Green 

3 September 1942 joined the Army when he was called up having been de-reserved on the 1 July 1942. 

 

Police Sergeant Gordon Nicholson Former RAF SIB Dorking- married chief constable Cambridge’s 

daughter a WPC Brenda. 

 
 

John Needham: Surrey Constabulary and Grenadier Guards with civil police members of No1 Section 

Special Investigation Branch Middle East 1944. Photo from Richard Callaghan archivist RMP museum. 

Sergeant Needham. Born 24 November 1911 became a PC at Egham as shown in the 1939 register which 

also shows him as a reservist for the Grenadier Guards. 

  

 
 

Chief Inspector RC Nicholls Guildford Borough Police, police sergeant. Second World War RAF. Sent 

on a Beam Approach Course and his pilot instructor was a Surrey Constabulary policeman. Ronald  
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Ronald Charles Nicholls was born 30th December 1913. 1935 electoral register he was living with his 

parents in Devon Crescent Redhill and in 1937/ 1938 they were all at White Post Hill Redhill 

 

Surrey Mirror 19th August 1938- Marriage at St John’s church Redhill of Police Constable Ronald 

Charles Nicholls and Edna Marjorie Gaze. The bridegroom is captain of Reigate Borough cricket team 

and Hon Sec of the Force’s Widows and Orphans’ Fund, Savings Club and Police Federation Branch 

In 1939 Ronald and his wife were living at Shirley Avenue Redhill, he was a detective constable in 

Reigate Borough Police. 

 

It is likely that he enlisted in RAF after December 1941 at Euston 

 

26th April 1946- Death- Nicholls On April 17th 1946 at Redhill County Hospital after a long illness and 

after giving us Roger, Edna Marjorie (Billie), wife of Ronald Charles Nicholls late of 37 Shirly Avenue 

Redhill and now of Rose Cottage, Whitepost Hill Redhill. (Their son Roger M Nicholls was born January 

/March quarter 1946) 

 

Surrey Advertiser 12th August 1953 – Police Appointments- Sergeant R C Nicholls of Dorking has been 

promoted to inspector at Leatherhead. Inspector Nicholls joined the Sheffield Police in 1932 as a cadet 

and later the old Reigate Borough Police Force. During the war he was a commissioned pilot in RAF 

Transport Command. 

 

By 1959 he had been promoted to Chief Inspector and was stationed at Godalming 

 

Oct 1971 Roger Maxwell Nicholls son of Mr. and Mrs. R C Nicholls was married at Bramley. Mr. and 

Mrs. R C Nicholls were living at 1 Fisher Rowe Close Barton Road, Bramley. This could well be the 

son born in 1946  probably Ronald did marry again after the death of his first wife. He died 

January/March quarter 1980 Surrey South Western Registration district.  

 

 
 

Chief Inspector Richard Noad Surrey Constabulary and Second World War died 2014. Was a Police 

Sergeant in training in 1955. 
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Police Constable Thomas (Tommy) Percival Noon Reigate Borough Police, Second World War given 

permission by the chief constable to enlist. Believed Captain T Noon Surrey Constabulary late DAPM 

52 Area, (Provost Marshal RMP TA 1953) born 26 March 1909 Cardiff - in 1932 he was still living in 

Glamorganshire. In September 1938 he married Hilda Grace Giles at Reigate Parish Church. The 

bridegroom well known as a Detective Constable of the Reigate Borough Force which he joined in 

1933.Previously he was a member of the literary staffs of newspapers at Cardiff, Evesham and Leighton 

Buzzard. (Surrey Mirror 16t Sept)1939 register living Dovers Green Rd Reigate with his wife, a 

detective officer in Reigate Borough Police Force and no 2612376 on reserve for Grenadier Guards, 

later regular army Guardsman 3rd Battalion. 

 

Surrey Mirror 8th December 1939 Reigate Town Council Business - Detective Constable T P Noon, PC’s 

F C Barber, M Sweeney and S G Crowhurst, all army reservists have been released to rejoin the Army 

and their police pay is to be made up in accordance with a previous decision of the Council. 

 

London Gazette Supplement 11th July 1941- Promotion to 2nd Lieutenant on 6th June Sgt Thomas 

Percival Noon (188215). Surrey Mirror 6 June 1941- Congratulations have been extended to Det-

Constable T Noon of the Reigate Borough Police upon his having been awarded a commission in the 

Royal Military Police. 29th May 1942 promoted to Lieutenant and promoted to temporary captain 1st 

March 1944 and 2nd Lieutenant October 1945 (British Army lists). Appointed Assistant Provost Marshall 

1953: 

 

In January 1951 Detective Constable Thomas P Noon was promoted to Sergeant in the uniformed 

branch. He joined the Borough Force in March 1933 and transferred to the CID in September 1934, 

received his first commendation from the Chief Constable in July 1935 for smart work leading to the 

arrest of a housebreaker and in July 1938 was commended by the Watch Committee for the high standard 

he reached in passing the final examination at Hendon Police College.  The larger criminal tendencies 

of Hitler engaged his attention, in the Welsh Guards from December 1939 onwards and he had reached 

the rank of Major when he was demobilized in January 1946 to re- join the CID. (Surrey Mirror 19th 

January 1951) 

 

1952   Corps of Royal Military Police Army emergency reserve list – T P Noon Lieutenant (temporary 

captain 3/5/52). He died 24th April 1998 Eastbourne registration district. 
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PC Edwin Thomas Oliver aka “Tiny” Guildford Borough Police July 1937. Called up Second World 

War 1942 with PC Weeks and served Royal Artillery in Jungle Field Regiment in India, Burma, 

Indochina, Malaya in 14th Army under General Slim. Returned to UK in 1946 and joined Surrey 

Constabulary 1947. Retired 1967. 

 

  
 

Superintendent Jack Mathew Packham Surrey Constabulary and Royal Marines. Numerous postings 

including cadet training when a sergeant retiring from Addlestone. PC 607 Windlesham PC in 1959. He 

was a class instructor at Sandgate DPTC in 1961. Peter Wickens, Peter Stevens, Nick Brent, Brian 

Richardson were in the same class taught by Jack, 

 

   
 

Police Sergeant 500 George Frederick Parsons Reigate Borough Police and RAF. In charge of 

divisional office Oxted 1955-57 – preceding Police Sergeant Bert Holbrook. Air crew trained South 

Africa then Surrey Constabulary on return.  
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Role in aircrew unknown 

 

PC John Shipman Pearce Guildford Borough Police and Surrey Constabulary. Joined 1st Battalion 

Grenadier Guards 1934 joining Borough in 1938 as PC49. 1939 recalled to 2nd Battalion served 1st 

Guards Armoured as tank driver landing on D-Day +2. Served throughout the war including Arnhem 

when he got to the Elbe River. Demobbed from Cookshaven in August 1946 and re-joined as PC 469. 

A professional boxer named “Jack Hood”. Retired 1964 Died 8 September 1990 

 
 

Inspector Ron Peet served Second World War before joining Surrey Constabulary retiring in 1975 from 

Camberley. War service counted towards his pension. Retired as an Inspector.   Was there in 1969-70 

during the Rabies Outbreak and wrote an account of it.   Married to a former WPC. 

 
From Mrs Peet upon Ron’s death June 2021, "Ron Served in his time with the police from being one of 

what were called boy clerks until he was 18 in 1942 when he joined the Royal Navy.  He trained as a 

signalman and was assigned to Landing Craft (Guns).  He served at D-Day off Gold and Sword 

beaches.  After their work off the Normandy coast tapered off the craft went for a refit.  Next, they were 

sent to the Far East.  When he was demobbed in 1946, he Joined the Surrey Police, following in his 

father, George's footsteps.  He served in Caterham, Crime Bureau, CID at Walton on Thames and 

Weybridge where he met and married WPC Eileen Coomber.  Next posting was back to Crime Bureau 

and promotion to sergeant.  He moved to Horley as a uniform sergeant and finished his service as 

inspector at Camberley. While there he was Chairman of the Branch of the Police Federation.  On 

retiring, he spent a couple of years as security manager at Debenhams in Guildford, but the call was 
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strong, and he went back to serve the police in a civilian capacity.   Neither of his children chose to join 

the police, but one of his granddaughters is a PC in Lincolnshire.”  

 

PC 382 Wilfred Harold James Pickard Surrey Constabulary, 29 June 1943, RAF: Flying Officer 

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve No 424 Squadron killed aged 26. Missing on operations as a 

navigator on a Wellington aircraft, which failed to return he was presumed dead. Based in Tunisia. 

 
PC Pickard served as a Flying Officer in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve No 424 Squadron. 

Killed aged 26 whilst on operations with the RAF he was the son of Wilfred Thomas Pickard and Rosetta 

Pickard, of Bellingham, London he is remembered on the Malta Memorial. PC Pickard went missing on 

operations as a navigator on a Wellington aircraft, which failed to return he was presumed dead by the 

RAF on the 21 January 1944. “-- in view of lapse in time and absence of any further news –to presume 

he lost his life on 29th June 1943”.  

 

PC Pickard joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 20 March 1938 and was sworn in Guildford on the 23 

March. He was aged 20 when he joined having been born in Holborn, London. PC Pickard’s trade was 

given as “Filler” for Case Developments Co, in Greenwich. He was living in 34 Elfrida Crescent, 

Bellingham. On joining PC Pickard was described as being 5 feet 10 ½ inches tall, fresh complexion, 

with fair hair and grey eyes. 

 

Service: 26 March 1938 Godalming 9 December 1939 Godalming to Haslemere 13 August 1940 there 

to Weybridge. 18 August 1941 joined the RAF. 

 

Detective Sergeant Eric Pole had service with the Army in WWII captured in the desert and taken to 

Italy where he eventually escaped and lived with an Italian family for some time before making his way 

to the American Lines. Joined Surrey Police in 1947 or 8 and was recalled by the Army to go to Korea. 

He was wounded by a grenade before returning to police duty at Farnham.   

 

Superintendent Keith Ponder Surrey Constabulary 1944-1946 December, Royal Naval Air Service. 

Served as a beat and clerical officer at Weybridge, Oxted, Guildford and Farnham. Promoted sergeant 

1959 at Reigate, inspector 1963 clerical duties HQ and subsequently patrol inspector Guildford. 1966 

chief inspector at Dorking and later that year seconded to HMI as a staff officer. Superintendent March 
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1968 at Farnham until 1971 when he moved to HQ as Planning Officer. Retired June 1972 and died 19 

April 1991 aged 64. 

 

Police Sergeant Ron Pullen joined Surrey Constabulary 1947 after three years including war service in 

the Royal Army Pay Corps. He retired in 1975 when working at HQ in General Office where he was 

stationed for a number of years. He was also the Process sergeant at Guildford. 

 

PC Edward (Ted) Ransome Surrey Constabulary and believed served Second World War after which 

was based at Reigate. 

PC 395 James (Jock) Reaper Surrey Constabulary served Second World War. PC at Lightwater in 50s 

later Bagshot crime car. Formerly of Caterham.  

From RMP April 2023: Reaper. Lance Cpl James Reaper – Corps of Military Police No 2694918. 

Enlisted into Scots Guards on 26 July 1934 for four years with the Colours, eight years in Reserve. 

Recalled to the Colours and transferred to CMP on 21 January 1940 and discharged on 14 March 1946  

Extract from the Surrey Advertiser, 29.1.1944. “Married at Windsor. The wedding took place at St 

Peter's, Old Windsor on Wednesday of last week of Miss Margaret E Stuart only daughter of Mr and 

Mrs Stuart of Manor Farm, Old Windsor, and late of Round Bridge Farm, Old Woking and Mr James 

Reaper, eldest son of Mr and Mrs Reaper of Old Mill Cottages, Williamstown, Aberdeenshire. The bride 

lived in the Woking district for over 22 years and was a pupil at the Woking County School. For the past 

3 ½ years she has been on government work in Woking. The bridegroom is a member of Surrey Joint 

Police force and was stationed at Woking prior to the outbreak of war. He is in the Corps of Military 

Police and has served with the Eighth Army. The bride was given away by her father and was attended 

by Misses Brenda Vickery, Agnes Jaffrey and Winifred Maltman as bridesmaids. Mr James Stuart was 

best man.” 
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Police Sergeant 18 Bill Redwood Dog Section served Welsh Guards 1939-1946 joining Surrey 

Constabulary 1946. Retired 1974 

 

PC John Reynolds Surrey Constabulary and Second World War see medals. Retired 1974. 

 

Inspector Leslie Rice served RAF throughout the war joining Surrey Constabulary in 1946. Promoted 

sergeant 1957 and inspector 1965 serving on Addlestone division most of his service. Retired 1972 

 

 

PC 134 William James Roffey died in 1988 aged 72. Joined Surrey Constabulary 1937 serving at 

Farnham and Wrecclesham before war service with the Middlesex Regiment. Demobilised in October 

1945 he returned to Farnham as a divisional motorcyclist and beat constable.  
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Inspector Warwick Rout Surrey Constabulary and war service (see medals) Served Addlestone as 

inspector. 

 

Police Sergeant Ken Rosam. RAF Wireless Operator ground crew 1943-1947 Operation Pharos on the 

Cocas Islands in the South Pacific, Egypt and Aden. Published “Operation Pharos” 2002. Joined Surrey 

Constabulary 1947 and worked at Hersham, Oxted, Guildford, Woking and Dorking moving to 

Camberley on promotion in 1964 from where he retired after 28 years’ service. 

 

 

Deputy Chief Constable Chris Rowe QPM appointed Surrey Constabulary 1969 from the Metropolitan 

Police served Second World War as an RAF navigator. Served Metropolitan Police then Hertfordshire, 

Assistant Chief Constable and DCC Surrey Constabulary. 
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PC Doug Rowlands joined the Surrey Constabulary in 1950 having served for 7 years in the RAF as an 

armourer serving in the Middle East and Greece. Was a Traffic man and retired from Burpham but had 

previously served at Redhill, Warlingham, Woking and Dorking. 

 

 

Chief Constable of Surrey Graham Rutherford CBE QPM 1956-1968 Surrey Constabulary and 

Army Second World War. Lt Col Control Commission. 

 
 

Born April 3, 1908 Consett, County Durham; 1928 Metropolitan Police passing out from Peel House in 

January 1929; 1934 First Trenchard Course at Hendon – prize for best student; 1941 Qualified as a 

barrister whilst serving in the Metropolitan Police  

 

1942 Served North Africa and Sicily with the Army; 1943-1945 Allied Military Government as military 

governor of Monte Casino and Syracuse. Rank of Lt Colonel. 

 

1945 22 October- 1954 31 July - DI in the Metropolitan Police when appointed as Chief Constable 

Oxfordshire Constabulary 1954 1 August – 1956 31 May - Lincolnshire Constabulary Chief Constable 

1956 1 June – 1968 31 May - Surrey Constabulary Chief Constable 
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PC Leonard J. Saltmarsh DFC and bar, RAF Flight Lieutenant, served before and after the war in 

the Surrey Constabulary and I am working on the history of that force. In December 1942 he trained in 

a Tiger Moth and went on to fly Wellingtons and Lancasters with 7 Squadron, Pathfinders. He was 

awarded the DFC for actions on the 26th of August 1944 in a raid over Kiel. He flew 99 operational 

sorties. 

 

Pathfinder’s Badge worn on the left breast. 

D.F.C. London Gazette 3 October 1944. The original recommendation states: ‘Flying Officer L. J. 

Saltmarsh has so far completed 17 successful sorties as pilot and captain of Lancaster aircraft and has 

been most conspicuous at all times for his extremely high standard of courage and resoluteness. On two 

difficult occasions during daylight attacks on Vaires on 12 July 1944 and on Emieville on 18 August 

1944, he observed a crippled bomber proceeding at a very reduced speed away from the target. On both 

occasions he dropped behind the main bomber stream in order to escort the damaged bomber safely back 

to England. On 15 August, during a daylight attack on the airfield at St. Trond, one of his engines became 

unserviceable on the way to the target and the propeller had to be feathered. But in spite of the fact that 

he was getting behind the mainstream, owing to his reduced speed, he pressed on and bombed the target, 

and secured an aiming point photograph. On the way back from the target another engine became 

unserviceable but did not deter Flying Officer Saltmarsh from proceeding to and bombing an alternative 

airfield target with a bomb that had failed to be released over the primary target, and once more he 

secured an aiming point photograph. He eventually arrived safely over base and made a perfect two-

engine landing. It was not until after he had landed that he reported the fact that two engines had become 

unserviceable during the sortie. This very gallant pilot is strongly recommended for the award of the 

Distinguished Flying Cross.’ 

 

Bar to D.F.C. London Gazette 16 November 1945. The original recommendation states: ‘This officer 

has completed 53 operational sorties, of which 28 have been carried out in the squadron, in the Path 

Finder Force, (Pathfinder) 18 of them as captain of a Marker Crew. Flight Lieutenant Saltmarsh is an 

efficient and skilful pilot who has always shown a strong devotion to duty and a cheerful confidence, 

which has always inspired a high standard of morale in his crew. He has always displayed exceptional 

fearlessness in the face of danger, complete disregard for personal safety and has pressed home his 

attacks against the enemy with the utmost determination.’ 

 

Leonard James Saltmarsh commenced pilot training at No. 31 E.F.T.S. at De Winton, Alberta in 

December 1942, and graduated from No. 34 E.F.S. at Medicine Hat in June 1943. Back in the U.K., he 

attended No. 11 A.F.U. at Shawbury, prior to joining No. 26 O.T.U. at Little Harwood in early January 

1944, where he gained experience on Wellingtons, and then attended a conversion unit for Lancasters at 

Waterbeach, at which place he joined No. 514 Squadron that June. 

 



 75 

Thus ensued his first tour of operations, commencing with a strike against L’Hey on the 23 June and 

ending with another against Emmerich on 7 October, the intervening period witnessing him attack 

numerous French targets in support of the Allied invasion, but also a number of heavily defended 

German targets, including Bremen, Dortmund, Saarbrucken, Stettin and Stuttgart. And as confirmed by 

the recommendation for his D.F.C. after 17 sorties, several of these trips were not without incident, his 

flying logbook further stating that his Lancaster received flak damage during strikes against enemy 

panzers and transport at Villiers Bocage on 30 June and against a supply depot at Beauvoir on 2 July. 

Similarly, too, during a visit to Bremen on the night of 18-19 August. 

 

In October 1944, Saltmarsh attended the Path Finder Force’s training centre at Warboys, as a result of 

which he was transferred to No. 7 (P.F.F.) Squadron at Oakington in the following month, flying his 

first such sortie on the night of the 11th-12th, against Dortmund. A daylight strike against enemy 

communications at Julich, in support of General Patton’s troops, followed on the 14th and a night 

operation to Sterkrade on the 21st, Saltmarsh’s flying logbook again noting flak damage. Then on the 

29th he flew as support aircraft to the Master Bomber on a raid to Dortmund, a role that he would fulfil 

with growing regularity over the coming months. Such heavily defended targets as Duisburg, Essen 

(twice) and Karlsruhe formed the backbone of his operational agenda in December, while January 1945 

saw him attacking, among other locations, Hanover, Magdeburg, Munich and Stuttgart, his flying 

logbook noting an encounter with a Ju. 88 on the Munich run. February witnessed his Lancaster carrying 

out strikes against Dortmund, Gelsenkirchen, Ludwigshaven and Pforzheim, in addition to participating 

in the famous “firestorm” raid on Dresden on the 13th, an action that Saltmarsh would robustly defend 

in years to come. 

 

March saw him completing five more sorties to German targets, three of them in daylight, and April 

another four, two of these in daylight, including Bremen on the 21st, which latter operation marked the 

end of his operational tour. He did, however, fly three “Cook’s Tours” to the Rhur in May, and ended 

his career with an appointment in Transport Command in December 1945. Over and above all of this, 

however, it would appear that he flew 56 “unspecific” sorties of a secret nature, evidence for which is 

to be found in the following endorsement from “Bomber” Harris. He also flew: Diversions, 

experimentation of special equipment, including radar, photographic reconnaissance, these top-secret 

sorties and others. In May 1945 he was selected and volunteered to form a new squadron for the 

continuation of hostilities against Japan. 

 

Inspector David Ernest George Saunders Surrey Constabulary and Second World War died 21 

September 1991 age 74. Served with Welsh Guards 1934-1938 then joined Surrey Constabulary in 

March 1938 posted to Oxted. When war broke out, he was recalled to the Colours until February 1941 

when he was temporarily released back to the force.  He re-joined his regiment in August 1942 with the 

Guards Armoured Brigade in France and Belgium where he was on board the first tank to liberate 

Brussels. Demobilised August 1945 and had a variety of postings before retirement in June 1968. Father 

of the late Superintendent Trevor Saunders. 
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Inspector Frederick Thomas Sayer. Died 12 April 1991 in Guildford. Served as a patrol constable 

Surrey Constabulary before being called for active service in August 1942 serving with the Royal 

Artillery in the Burmese campaign being demobilised in November 1945.  Serving at Farnham and 

Reigate before undertaking clerk sergeant duties on Godalming Division November 1954.  Section 

sergeant at Bagshot 1958-1962 then inspector at Woking where he remained until his retirement.  

Chief Inspector Ray Searle Surrey Constabulary and RAF pilot Second World War flew transport 

aircraft as a warrant officer trained in Florida. Retired 1975 after 29 years’ service. 

 

 

Superintendent Eric Robert John Selwood born 29 March 1916. 8 March 1936 joined the Surrey 

Constabulary from Reading. Second World War RAF from Weybridge 14 September 1942 flying 

Dakotas in the Far East, rank not known. Returning to Weybridge 9 September 1946 from where in 1949 

he moved to training until Guildford in August 1953. In 1958 he returned to HQ admin until 4 November 

1959 when he returned to Guildford followed by a further role at HQ in Civil Defence. In October 1960 

he moved to Weybridge and in November 1962 to Guildford.  He was promoted Sergeant September 

1950, Inspector 1955, chief inspector 1960 and superintendent 1962 at Guildford. 

 

Detective Chief Superintendent Walter Simmons Surrey Constabulary. Royal Marines 1938 aged 16 

on leaving school serving until 1948 with service in several theatres of war and other parts of the world 

including Australia, South Africa, Ceylon, France, India, Norway, Palestine, Iceland and the West 
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Indies. Many of his fellow Marines were lost when his ship was torpedoed. Mr Simmons spent 12 hours 

in icy waters before being picked up. This may well have been HMS Barham torpedoed in the 

Mediterranean and only 450 survived from a complement of about 1312; 126 Royal Marines lost their 

lives. 24 November 1941.1948 Post war Customs Service London Docks. Joined Surrey Constabulary 

1950 and served at Oxted, Woking Weybridge and HQ twice.  

 

Detective constable 1955, detective sergeant 1959, detective inspector 1965, detective chief inspector 

1968, detective superintendent 1988, detective chief superintendent 1 January 1973. Retired 31 August 

1976 after 27 years’ service 23 spent on CID and dealt with 31 murder cases. Three hundred and seventy 

people gathered at HQ for his retirement social evening. Died 3 November 1991 age 67. 

 
 

 
HMS Barham 

 

PC Jack Skingley DFC Reigate Borough Police killed in action 21 July 1944 RAF Flight Lieutenant 

DFC, Pathfinder, Bomb Aimer 97 Squadron RAFVR. Died aged 29. Flew in Lancasters. Between 

August 43 and July 44 flew 40 missions over Germany, France and Belgium, many over Berlin. Missing 

on raid from Coningsby to Coutraui in Belgium on the night of 20 July 1944. Jack Skingley was reported 

missing from night operations with the RAF during an attack on Courtrai. On the 23 May 1945 the Air 

Ministry stated that Flight Lieutenant Skingley lost his life on the 21 July 1944. 
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Pathfinder’s Badge worn on the left breast below medals. 

PC Skingley joined the Reigate Borough Police on the 27 April 1936 aged 19 having been born on the 

7 July 1916 in Watford. He had previous military service with the 1st Battalion the Royal Sussex 

Regiment in which he served for 2 years and 14 days. PC Skingley’s job when he joined the police was 

a furniture remover living at 8 Clifton Road, Watford. His mother was Winifred Maude and his father 

deceased.  The officer was described as being 5 feet 11 inches tall with a fresh complexion, brown hair 

and grey eyes. 

 
Jack when serving in the Reigate Borough Police  

Service: 

18 November 1936 passed First Aid exam. 

5 December 1936 Discreditable conduct fined £1 on each of 3 charges and £2 on another charge. 

27 April 1937 Second Grade 

4 April 1938 Appointment confirmed as from 27 April 1938 

27 April 1938 3rd Grade 27 April 1939 4th Grade 

10 July 1939 Disobedience to Orders fined £2 by the chief constable.  

27 April 1940 5th Grade 27 April 1941 6th Grade 

11 August 1941 Joined the RAF 27 April 1942 7th Grade. 

1 February 1943 transferred to the Surrey Joint Police Force 27 April 1943 8th Grade. 

 

PC 504 Norman Slater Reigate Borough Police and Surrey Constabulary served Second World War. 

Died 19 February 1988. Joined Reigate Borough Police September 1939 called to war service 1942 to 

1945. Caterham 1955 usually station officer. 
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PC 304 Denis Henry Smith Surrey Constabulary and army Second World War. Joined the army in 

1944 the Royal Fusiliers, 2nd Battalion, serving in Greece and Egypt. He served for 5 years until 1949 

joining the Surrey Constabulary in May 1952. Stationed at Guildford, Virginia Water and Wentworth. 

Collapsed and died 29 September 1991 age 64. Known as an old-time village Bobby! 

 

Chief Inspector Harold James Smith died 19 September 1988 age 72. He joined the Surrey 

Constabulary on 13 January 1935 and served as a constable at Woking and Tongham before war service 

in the Royal Artillery from April 1943. He saw service in East Africa and the Far East as a gunnery 

instructor. He returned to the Surrey Constabulary in September 1945 and promoted sergeant in 

September 1950 working at Reigate and Ash. Inspector at Guildford in April 1957 and subsequently 

chief inspector in charge of Camberley sub-division and finally admin duties at Woking. 

PC Joseph Murray Smith RAF 1942 to November 1947. He joined the Surrey Constabulary in 

December 1949. Served Guildford, Godalming and Woking. Was the village constable at Tongham on 

the Ash Section from February 1962 until retirement in May 1974. Believed RAF. 

 

Detective Constable Sidney Smith Royal Navy Second World War and DC at Surrey Constabulary at 

Woking. Believed served on landing craft on D Day. 

 

PC Herbert Victor Smythe Special Air Service – Greece retired as a PC from Woking. 
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PC 348 Herbert Alfred Sparrow Surrey Constabulary, 3 August 1943, RAF: Royal Air Force 

Volunteer Reserve No 115 Squadron, sergeant bomb aimer. Died age 26. Lancaster on operations over 

Germany failed to return. Believed shot down by night fighter and crashed into the sea off the port of 

Wilhelmshaven and buried in Becklingen War Cemetery. Reported missing as a result of air operations 

when a Lancaster aircraft in which he was flying as air bomber set out to bomb Hamburg and failed to 

return. The Air Ministry confirmed his death on the 17 March 1944. 

 

PC Sparrow joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 22 November 1936 and was sworn on 18th December 

when he was 19 years of age having been born in Kent. He was described as 5 feet 11¾ inches tall, pale 

complexion with black hair and grey eyes. He had been an electrical apprentice living in Kingston upon 

Thames and working for the Kingston Corporation. He had a grandmother, uncles and aunts living in 

Woking. 

Service: 9 January 1937 Woking 25 July 1938 Woking to Oxted 1 September 1941 Joined the RAF 

Police Sergeant Eric William Spurgeon retired April 1974. Army Second World War, Royal Artillery 

and Royal Signals. From 1941-1943 in action with the 8th Army from El Alamein to Tunis. Later Italy 
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to Germany. In 1946 Durham Constabulary and to Surrey Constabulary in 1956 serving Guildford, 

Communications and Traffic.  

 

PC Michael Francis Sweeney Reigate Borough Police died 19 January 1989 aged 70. Joined Reigate 

Borough Police April 1933 after 3 years’ service in the Irish Guards. In December 1939 he re-joined his 

regiment and served with the BEF in Europe where he was reported missing in action in June 1940 but 

was reported as a POW in September. Returned and joined Surrey Constabulary working at Dorking and 

Leatherhead from where he retired in 1958. He was a widower when he spent the last few years of his 

life at the Royal Hospital, Chelsea. 

  
Surrey Mirror 5th January 1945 

 

PC 30 George Tolmie: LCpl No 2657085, born on 9 June 1915 he first served in the Coldstream Guards, 

with whom he was awarded the General Service Medal with the clasp for Palestine (1936-39). On 23 

February 1940 he transferred to CMP and was discharged on 6 July 1947. In the 1939 Register, he is 

living at 9 Albert Rd, Ashtead, occupation “Police Constable Surrey - Army Reserve No 2657085 3rd 

Bn Coldstream Guards.” Surrey Constabulary retired 1966 from Dorking. George was born 9 June 1915. 

 

August 1939 there is a PC Tolmie playing cricket for Woking police. In 1944 he marries Hazel Henshaw 

at Battle Sussex. Sussex Agricultural Express 2nd September 1949 – Birth – Tolmie- on 17th July at 

‘Police House ‘ Alford (sic probably Alfold) to Hazel nee Henshaw, wife of George Tolmie- a daughter- 

(Joy Hazel) a sister for Barry 

 

1951 they were living at Police House Robin Hood Road, Woking. In 1954 he was giving evidence in a 

case at Oxted Court. 1969 they were living at 52 Fairfield Road Dorking. 7 July 1998 George Tolmie, 

aged 83 years, of Fairfield Road, Dorking died peacefully but suddenly at East Surrey Hospital and he 
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was buried at Dorking Municipal Cemetery. The children’s births were both registered Surrey South 

West District.  

 
 

Detective Constable Edward (Ted) Tuffin DC at Camberley until his retirement then worked for 

solicitors in Woking. One of Wingate’s Chindits serving behind enemy lines in Borneo and area. 

 
PC Don Trafford Surrey Constabulary and Second World War served seven years in the Royal Navy. 

He retired in 1975.  

 

Police Sergeant Arthur Trimmer joined Surrey Constabulary 1946 after six years in the army spent 

mainly abroad in Africa and Italy. Served northern division and Traffic as a driving instructor which he 

continued to do after retirement.  

 

PC Leonard Truss Second World War and Surrey Constabulary dog section. Believed served Second 

World War. 
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PC Len Vear Surrey Constabulary and Second World War. Began his career in Reigate in 1946 after 

seven years in the armed forces. Moved to Ash in 1948 and Leatherhead 1953. In 1967 Oxted and 1969 

Guildford as the Collator. His son the late Jim Vear served in the Surrey Constabulary. 

 

PC 414 Herbert Hector Vincent Chief Petty Officer Royal Navy. Retired as PC at Guildford becoming 

manager of the Guildford Crematorium.  

 
 

PC 388 James Francis Ward Surrey Constabulary, 3 December 1943, RAF: Pilot Officer (Pilot) 

RAFVR No 619 Squadron age 24. “Pilot Officer Ward is missing as a result of air operations on the 

night 2/3 December 1943 when a Lancaster aircraft of which he was captain set out to bomb Berlin and 

failed to return”. Hit by flak north of Magdeburg and burst into flames.  As the crew prepared to bale 

out, the aircraft exploded. Buried in the Berlin 1939-1945 War Cemetery. No 619 Squadron were based 

in Woodhall Spa, Lincolnshire April 1943-January 1944. 

 
 

On the 7 January 1944 the Force received a letter from the Air Ministry confirming, “Pilot Officer Ward 

is missing as a result of air operations on the night 2/3 December 1943 when a Lancaster aircraft of 

which he was captain set out to bomb Berlin and failed to return”. The authorities in a letter of the 28 

August 1944 confirmed his death. 

 

PC Ward joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 29th May 1938 being sworn in Guildford on the 3rd June. 

He was 19 when he joined having been born in Bishopsgate, London. His trade was motor engineer 

working for Mr Manchee, 37, Lynton Avenue, Bexley Heath, Kent. He was living at 48, Bowness Road, 
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Bexley Heath.  When he joined PC Ward was described as being 5 feet 9 ¾ inches tall with a fresh 

complexion, brown eyes and brown hair. 

 

Service: 4 June 1938 Dorking 20 February 1939 Dorking to Farnham 30 May 1939 Farnham to Seale 

1940 Seale to Caterham 1 September 1941 joined the RAF with CC’s consent. 

 

PC 390 Cyril Arthur Wakley Surrey Constabulary, 20 January 1944, RAF: Pathfinder: Pilot Officer 

(Pilot) Lancaster 3 RAVR No 97 Squadron Died aged 26. Killed in air operations with the RAF over 

Germany and is buried in the Berlin 1939-1945 War Cemetery. Believed crashed at Zahrensdorf, 3½ 

miles east-north-east of Boizenburg, a largish town on the north bank of the Elbe, about 31¼ miles 

south-east of Hamburg. 

  
 

He died aged 27 the son of Arthur and Ada Florence Wakley, of Streatham Hill, London; husband of 

Winifred Grace Wakley, of Little Saughall, Cheshire. Killed in air operations with the RAF over 

Germany and is buried in the Berlin 1939-1945 War Cemetery. 

 

Reported missing from operations with the RAF on the night of the 20/21 January 1944 his death being 

confirmed by the Air Ministry 20 January 1944. 

 

PC Wakley joined the Surrey Constabulary on the 29 May 1938 and was sworn in Guildford on the 3 

June aged 21 years. He was born in Clapham and when he joined, he was living at 43, Bedford Road, 

Clapham and was working as a clerk in Blomfield Street, London EC2. 

 

 
 

Served: 4 June 1938 Chertsey 22 July 1940 Chertsey to Weybridge 20 October 1941 joined the RAF 

with the chief constable’s consent. 



 85 

 

PC Dennis Marshall Walder Reigate Borough Police 24 August 1943 RAF: Sergeant RAFVR No101 

Squadron (Navigator) Lancaster 3 Died age 26 Crew lost without trace. Berlin.  

 
 

He was the son of Horace Albert and Harriett Annie Walder, of Plymouth. He was killed whilst on 

operations with the RAF and remembered on the Runnymede Memorial. No101 Squadron were based 

in Ludford Magna: June 1943 onwards, flying 363 sorties over Berlin between 1943-44 losing 25 

aircraft, 133 men with 42 taken prisoner. 

  

Missing from an operational sortie over enemy territory on the night of the 23/24 August 1943. The 

aircraft failed to return and there was no news. On the 14 April 1944 the Air Ministry stated that Sgt 

Walder lost his life on the 24 August 1943. 

 

From Bomber Command database 2013:  Navigator: Sergeant Dennis Marshall Walder RAF (1324776) 

[Killed]; son of Horace Albert and Harriett Annie Walder of Plymouth. Runnymede Memorial, United 

Kingdom, Panel 16830 

 

PC Walder joined the Reigate Borough Police on the 19 April 1938 when he was 21 having been born 

in Midhurst on the 6 February 1917. He was described as being 6 feet 1 inches tall, fair complexion, 

brown hair and blue eyes. He was a single grocer’s assistant living at 60 Goldsmith Road, Horsham. 

 

PC 181 Vernon Watkins, Possibly Guards Armoured, a Welshman in probably Welsh Guards, as a 

Major. Surrey Constabulary Dorking and Guildford post war. Retired as a village PC at Alfold and 

became a civilian Coroner’s officer. Sub-divisional motorcyclist Oxted 1955/56. 

 

  

Major rank not confirmed. 

Temporary Superintendent Peter John Watts (Possibly Watt) died 13 August 1987 aged 61. RAF He 

was an officer aircrew in bomber command 1944-May 1953 then served Surrey Constabulary at Horley 

 
30 'BOMBER COMMAND EE192' 
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and Farnham as a beat and motor-cycle constable. Promoted sergeant 1964 and inspector 1967 at 

Reigate. 1970 posted to Nutfield a police training school.  1972 promoted chief inspector at Caterham 

and to temporary superintendent at Reigate 1978. He represented Bomber Command at Rugby. He 

retired in 1979. 

 

Not known what his role was  

Police Sergeant 228 Harry Webb served in the Army and probably dropped at Arnhem when he may 

have been as young as 17. Served at Egham. Led the underwater search unit for many years. Retired as 

a police sergeant Woking. Probably Parachute Regiment. 

  

 

PC 57 Geoffrey Olivant Weekes Guildford Borough Police April 1939 and Surrey Constabulary post 

war. Served Second World War called up August 1942 Royal Artillery instructor at Larkhill and in 

Norfolk. Demobbed 1945 as bombardier. Divisional motorcyclist at Guildford in the 1950s.  

 

 

Police Sergeant 419 Herbert (Pat) Wheal born 9 July 1916 in London joined Surrey Constabulary 5 

February 1939, served Second World War RAF being called up for service and de-reserved 1st July 1942 

volunteering for flying duties.  Served February 1943 to 1 October 1945. 1955 HQ (Crime Bureau) 

(Indoor Detective) in Crime Bureau. 
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Not known what his rank/role was  

PC 29 AJ Whyman joined Guildford Borough Police 1935 PC29. 1942 volunteered for RAF Pilot 

Officer, India (flew there by Dakota). Attached 42nd Airborne Division and qualified as a glider pilot 

preparing for attack on the Japanese. Left RAF and re-joined Surrey Constabulary but soon left for a 

career in aviation. Re-joined RAF in January 1951 on short service commission as Flying Officer retiring 

in March 1966 as squadron leader. 

  

 

PC Stanley Blatchford Williams Reigate Borough Police was born 20th September 1910 in 

Kingsbridge Devon.1939 register shows him and his wife Florence (Married in 1937.) Surrey South 

Eastern registration district)  living a 29 Lynwood Road Redhill, a police constable. Military, Coldstream 

Guards  Sergeant 2653400.In the 1950’S he was stationed at Guildford and by 1961 was Civil Defence 

Officer at Guildford. He died in 2001 at Torbay Devon. 

 

  

Detective Sergeant 525 Derek Charles Wood 1928-2007. Derek Wood was born 11 March
 
1928, in 

Reigate, oldest son of the local Co-op manager. He attended Reigate Grammar School until he was 

15/16, then trained with the Weights and Measures Department of Reigate Borough Council. It was here 
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that he was introduced to the idea of being a policeman, enlisted in the Army 4th Hussars when old 

enough and eventually commanded a tank in Palestine and Egypt before returning home to join the 

Surrey Constabulary. A long serving and highly regarded member of the CID including Caterham in the 

late 1950s and Regional Crime Squad.  He died in October 2007. 

 

 

PC 60 Jack Woodford Guildford Borough Police and Surrey Constabulary. Called up 1941 when a PC 

at Guildford and served 49th Battalion Royal Tank Regiment in UK until 1944 then served Normandy 

on D Day including battle for Caen and the Bulge. Ended the war on Luneburg Heath in Germany. 

Demobbed September 1945 joined the Surrey Constabulary as PC478 retiring May 1969 having spent 

many years in Photographic Department. The last of the Borough men when he died. He spoke of his 

service with Alan Bridgman, a neighbour, saying he trained for a year before active service and on D -

Day as he landed, to his surprise he passed six burning tanks. In all his training nobody mentioned that 

a tank could catch fire! 

 

Detective Chief Superintendent Don Woodhams Surrey Constabulary and Royal Navy, Second World 

War. From Don Woodhams January 2021, Date of Birth 20 January 1925. Surrey Constabulary 

Service - 1953-1985. Retired as Detective Chief Superintendent. Born in Plaistow, East London and 

brought up close to the docks. His father was a Port of London employee, and they lived in Botha Toad, 

E13 until bombed out in 1940. The family then moved to Surrey. 

 

Joined the Royal Navy on 2nd December 1942 as an able seaman. (Service Number JX388007) After 

initial training in Portsmouth was posted to HMS Naviculla based on the Hamble river near the 

Combined Operations base. This boat was an inshore patrol vessel. He then trained as a Torpedoman and 

joined the ‘Dido’ Class light cruiser HMS Scylla in November 1943. Don later served on this ship on D 

Day, the 6th June 1944. Scylla was command ship for the allied landing beaches ‘Sword’ and ‘Gold’ and 

was involved in shore bombardments and co-ordinating landing traffic. The ship was hit by a German 

Acoustic Mine on 23rd June 1944 and badly damaged. It had to be towed back to Chatham docks and 

was later scrapped. 
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HMS Scylla 1942 

 

Don then joined HMS Sirius, another ‘Dido’ class cruiser. He then took part in the South of France 

landings (Operation ‘Dragoon’) in August/September 1944. He then served in the Mediterranean area. 

 

De-mobbed in 1946 he later re-joined the Royal Navy in July 1947 and served on HMS Vengance 

(Aircraft Carrier), HMS Veralum (Destroyer) and HMS Sheffield (‘Town ‘Class Cruiser). Served in the 

Far East, Mediterranean and West Indies. Don left the Royal Navy in March 1953 and joined Surrey 

Constabulary as PC 646 posted to Horley. 

  

Father of retired Detective Sergeant Geoff Woodhams 

PC 427 Donald Woodman Surrey Constabulary and Second World War in the Royal Navy. The 

following information came from Don’s daughter, Carol Mortimer in November 2020. He joined 

Portsmouth Division of the Royal Navy 16 September 1942 as a volunteer for the duration of the war as 

an Ordinary Seaman and worked his way to AB seaman 3rd class. First ship Collingwood 16 September 

1942 to 2 December 1942 Training base 

Don joined the HMS Eaglet until the 18 December 24 to March 1943 a shore establishment in Liverpool 

then to HMS Victory 25 March 1943 until 1 April 1943, another shore establishment this time at 

Portsmouth. Don then received specialist training at HMS St Christopher 2 April to 30 April 1943, 

a Coastal Forces Training Base located in and around Fort William, Scotland. It is likely training 

continued at HMS Attack 1 May 1943 to 31 August 1943, a Coastal Forces base at Portland. Following 

training he was posted to HMS Hornet 1 September 1943 1to 3 October 1943, MTB base at Gosport 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coastal_Forces_of_the_Royal_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_William,_Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland


 90 

 
Leonidas Motor Launch at Pool 14 October 1943 31 December 1943 to 30 June 1944, then posted to 

West Africa on HMS Philocettes 11, 1 July 1944 to 24 November 1944 a former merchant ship taken 

over and used as a depot and repair ship in Sierra Leone until 1945. Possibly used as a depot and base 

for the MTBs. 25 November 1944 to 6 April 1945 HMS Eland, the naval base in Freetown, Sierra Leone, 

West Africa was known as ‘the white man’s grave’ for good reason — it was terribly humid. Malaria, 

dysentery, tropical ulcers, and prickly heat were endemic.  

 

Back to the UK in time for D Day to be based at Hornet 7 April 17 July 1945 MTB establishment at 

Gosport, then finally HMS Victory 18 July to 1945 3 September 1945, then to 30 May 1946. Victory 

was a shore establishment Portsmouth. 

 

Was awarded Second World War medal, the 1939 – 1945 Star, Atlantic Star. Served on MTBs around 

West Africa with information taken from his old Royal Navy papers. 

  

Was a PC at Horley in 1958, also served Hindhead, Haslemere. 

 

 

PC Eric Norman “Timber” Woods, Reigate Borough Police, DFC and Bar 16 December 1943 RAF: 

Wing Commander RAFVR No126 (Persian Gulf) Squadron Died age 33. First DFC: Participated in 

74 sorties. Promoted in November 1943 to lead No.286 Wing of Balkan Air Force, Brindisi. On 16 

December 1943 Wing Commander Woods in Spitfire when missing. 
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Son of William H. Woods, and of Kate Dora Woods, of Harborne, Birmingham.  Killed whilst on 

operations with the RAF and remembered on the Malta Memorial. PC Woods joined the RAF on the 28 

June 1940 although the records show he resigned from Reigate Borough Police on the 15 November 

1940. PC Woods joined the Reigate Borough Police on the 25 August 1939 when he was aged 26 having 

been born on the 8th May 1913 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. He was described as being 6feet 1¼ inches 

tall with fair complexion, brown hair and blue eyes. PC Woods was single and had been employed as a 

cable tester with Southern Telephone Cables, Essex.  

 

PC Osmand Wright Guildford Borough Police from Bristol City 1939 and Surrey Constabulary. 1942 

volunteered for Royal Navy worked Russian Convoys on HMS Rhododendron and was involved in 

battles where ships were lost with all hands. Lost tips of several fingers with frostbite. Commissioned 

and involved in Combined Operations training in Scotland commanding an LCT on D-Day later 

movement control officer Southampton. Re-joined police 1945 finding the paperwork he had left was 

still there waiting for completion! Was a DC on Special Branch at Guildford. After retirement was an 

enquiry clerk for Messrs Trigg Turners, Solicitors, Guildford. 

   
HMS Rhododendron     Landing Craft Tank (LCT) 

 
Commissioned in Combined Operations 
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	PC Bathe was the son of Arthur Henry and Maud Mary Bathe, of Witley and was killed on operations with the RAF being buried in Witley (All Saints) Churchyard.

